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“HIS fecond volume of a methodized and practical expofition of the infpired writings, ven- 
tures abroad, with fear.and trembling, in the fame plain and homely drefs with the former 
on the Pentateuch, (ornari res ipfa negat, contenta doceri ;) but (1 truft through grace) on the 
. fame honejt defign with that, to promote the knowledge of the fcripture, in order to the reform- 
ing of mens hearts and lives. ‘If I may be inftrumental to make my readers wife and good, wifer 
and better, more watchful againft fins, and more careful of their duty both to God and man, and, 
in order to that, more in love with the word and law of God, I have all I defire, alll aim at. He 
that miniftereth feed to the fower, multiply the feed fawn, by increafing the fruits of our righteous 
nefs! 2 Cor. rx. Io. ES . | . = 
It is the hiftory of the Jewith church and nation that fills this volume, from their firft fettle- 
ment in the promifed land, after their four hundred and thirty years bondage in Egypt, and their 
forty years wandering in the wildernefs, to their re-fettlement there, after their feventy years 
captivity in Babylon; from Jofhua to Nehemiah. The five books of Mofes were taken up more 
with their laws, inftitutes and charters ; but all thefe books'‘are purely bifiorical: And in that way 
of writing, a very great deal of very valuabie learning and wifdom has been conveyed from one 
_- generation to another. Eiki 
The chronology of this hiftory, and the afcertaining of the times when the feveral events con- 
tained in it happened, would very much illuftrate the hiftory, and add to the brightnefs of it ; it 
is therefore well worthy the fearch of the curious and ingenious, and they may find both pleafure 
"and. profit in perufing the labours of many learned men who have directed their ftudies that way. 
1 confefs, 1 could willingly have entertained myfelf and reader in this Preface, with a calculation 
of the times through which this hiftory paffeth; but I confidered, that fuch a babe in knowledge 
asIam, could not pretend either to add to or correct what has been done by fo many great wn- 
ters, much lefs to decide the controverfies that have been agztated among them. I had indeed 
fome thoughts of confulting my worthy and ever honoured friend Mr Tallents of Shrewfbury, the _ 
learned author of the View of Univerfal Hiftory, and to have begged fome advice and affiftance 
from him in methodizing the contents of this hiftory; but that week that I put my laft hand to 
this volume, it pleafed God ta put an end to his uleful life; (and ufeful it was to the laft,) and to- 
call him to his reft, in the eighty-ninth year of his age; fo that purpo/e was broken of, that. thought 
of my beart. But that elaborate performance of his, commonly called his chronological tables, gives 
a great light to-this, as indeed to all other parts of hiftory. And Dr Lightfoot’s chronology of the 
Old Teftament, and Mr Cradock’s hiftory of the Old Te/tament methodized, may be alfo of great 
‘ule to fuch readers as [ write for. - ; ie 3 
As to the particular chronological difficulties which occur in the thread of this hiftory, [have not 
been /arge upon them, becatife many times I could not fatisfy my/e/f, and how then could I fatisfy 
* my reader concerning them. I have not indeed met with any difficulties fo great, but that folu- 
.,.~ tions may be given of them, and have been, fuflficient to filence the atheifis and antiferipturifts, 
© and to rotl away from the facred records all the reproach of contradiétion and inconfiftency with 
‘ themfelves, for to do that, it is enough to fhew that the difference may be accommodated either 
4 this way or. that, when at the fame time one cannot fatisfy one’s felt which way is the right. 
<5 But it is well, thefe are things about which we may very fafely and very. comfortably be tgno-~ 
rant and unrefolved. What concerns our falvation, 1s plain enough ;.and we need not perplex 
© ourfelves about the niceties of chronology, genealogy, or chorography. At leaft, my undertaking 
* leads me not into thofe labyrinths: What is profitable for doctrine, fur reproof, for correction and 
y for infiruction in righteoufne/s, is what L intend to ob/erve ; and would endeavour to open what is 
~y dark and hard to be underftood, only in order to that, . Every author muft-be taken in his way 
of writing; the facred penmen,-as they have not left us formal /y/ftems, {fo they have not ie - 
. ? A2 orma. 
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formal annals but ufeful narratives of things proper for our direction in the way of duty, which ~ 
fome great judges of common writers have thought to be the moft plea/unt and profitable hifte-- 
ries, and moft likely to anfwer the end. The word of God, manifeflis pafcit. Obfcuris exercit, 
as one of the ancients expreffeth it, hath enough in it that is ea/y to nouri/h the meaneft to life 
eternal, yet enough that is difficult to try the induftry and humility of the greateft. dug.in Fobn, 
Tract. 2&, Yh 3 Vote vs PEME EY 3 

There are feveral things which fhould recommend this part of facred writ to our diligent and 
conftant fearch. : 

I. That it is biffory; and therefore entertaining and very pleafant, edifying and very fervice- 
able to the conduct of human life. It gratifies the imgui/ftive with the knowledge of that which 
the moft inten/fe fpeculation could not difcover any other way. By a retirement into ourfelves, ~ 
and a ferious contemplation of the objects we are furrounded with, clofe reafoning may advance 
_ many-excellent truths without being beholden to any other; but for the knowledge of paft events, 
we are entirely indebted (and muft be fo) to the reports and records of others. .A notion or hy- 
pothefis of a man’s own framing may gain him the reputation of a wit; buta hiftory of a man’s. 
own framing will lay him under the reproach of a cheat, any further than of that which he him- —— 
felf is an eye and-ear-witnefs of. How much are we indebted then to the divine wifdom and — 
goodnefs for thefe writings, which have made things fo long fince, pafs as familiar to us, asany 
of the occurrences of the age and place we live in. Hittory is fo edifying, that parables and apo- — 
logues have been invented to make up the deficiencies of it, for our inftruction concerning good — 
and evil : And whatever may be faid of other hiftory, we are fure in this hiftory there is no mat- 
ter of fact recorded, but what has its-ufe, and will help either to expound —God’s providence, 1. 


guide man’s prudence. ae : 1 ig 
If. That it is true hiftory, and what we may rely upon the credit of, and need not fear being 

deceived in. ‘That which the heathens reckoned tempus dae» which they knew nothing at all 

of, and tempus vole», 'the account of which was wholly fabulus, is to us tempus iscGu», what  ~ 

we have a moft authentic account of. The Greeks were with them the moft celebrated hiftorians; 


and yet their fucceffors in learning and dominion, the Romans, put them into no good name for 


their credibility ; witnefs that of the poet. Et quicquid grecvia mendax audet in hifforia. OD 4, act 
Sat. 10. But the hiftory we have before us is of undoubted certainty, and no.cunningly devifed 
fable. "Yo be well affured of this, is a great fatisfaction ; efpecially fince we meet with fo many 
things in it truly miraculous, and many more great and marvellous. Favobsors< i Sai era 
Uf. That it is ancient hiftory, far more ancient than was ever pretended to come from any O- 
‘ther hand. Homer, the moft ancient genuine heathen writer, now entirely extant, is reckoned to ——- 
live in the beginning of the olympiads, near the time when it is computed the city of Rome was. 
founded by Romulus, which was about the reign of Hezekiah king of Judah. And his writings ee 
pretend not to be biftorical, but poetical fiction all over ; rbap/fodies indeed they are, and the ve- 
ty alcoran of paganifm. ‘The,moft ancient authentic hiftorians now extant, are Herodotus and _ 
Thucydides, who are co-temporaries with the lateft of our hiftorians, Ezra and Nehemiah, and 
could not write with any certainty of events much before their own time. The obfcurity, defi- 
ciency and uncertainty of all ancient hiftory, but that which we find in the {cripture, is abundant- ? 
ly made out by the learned Bifhop Stillingfleet, in that moft ufeful book, his Origenes Sacre, lib. aac 
1. Let the antiquity of this hiftory not only recommend it to the curious, but recommend to us —_ 
all that way of religion it directs us in, as the good old way, in which if we walk, we fhall. Std 6 
reft'to our fouls, Jer. vi. 16: - | es hit i eet ee RE 
{V. That it is church hiftory, the hiftory of the Jewith. church, that facred fociety, incorpo. 
rated for religion, and the cuftody of the oracles and ordinances of God, by a charter under the 
broad feal of heaven, a covenant confirmed by miracles. Many great and mighty nations there. aes 
were at this time in the world, celebrated, it is likely, for wifdom, and learning, and valour, il- ~ 


luftrious men and iluftrious actions ; yet the records of them are all loft, either in filence, | or-fasi~.<- 
bles; while that little inconfiderable people of the Jews, that dwelt alone, and was nos rec ice ee “aq 
among the nations, (Numb. xxiii. 9.) make fo great a figure in the beft known, moft ancient and 
mot lafting of all hiftories; and no notice taken in it of the affairs of other. nations, but only as 
they fell in with the affairs of the Jews: For the Lord’s portion is bis people, Jacob is the lot of  —— 


~ 
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bis inberitance, Deut. xxxii. 8,9. Such a concern has God for his church in every age, and fo 


dear have its interefts been to him: Let them therefore be fo to us, that we may be Sollowers of 


_ him-as dear children. 


V. That it isa divine hiftory, given by infpiration of God, anda part of that bleffed book 


_ which is to be the ftanding rule of our faith and practice. And we are not to think it a part 
_ of it, which might have been /pared, or which we may now pafs over, or caft a-carelefs eye up- 
on, as if it were indifferent whether we read it or no; but to read it.as a facred record preferved 


for our benefit, on whom the ends of the world are come. 5 
[1.] This hiftory is of great ufe for’ the underftanding of fome other parts of the Old Te/fta- 
ment. “The account we have here of David’s life and reign, efpecially of his troubles, is a key to 
many of his p/alms : And much light is given to moft of the prophecies by thefe hittories. 
[2.} Though we have not altogether fo many types of Chrift here, as we had in the hiftory 


and Jaw of Mofes ; yet even here we meet with divers who were figures of bim that was to come; 
fuch as Jofhua, Samfon, Solomon, Cyrus ; but efpecially David, whofe kingdom was typical of the — 
‘kingdom of the Mefliah, and the covenant of royalty, made with him, a dark reprefentation of the . 


covenant of redemption made with the Eternal Word: Nor know we how to call Chrift the Son 


of David, unlefs we be acquainted with this hiftory ; nor how to receive it, that John Baptift was. 


the Elias that was to come. Matt.xi. 14. — : : i 
[3-] The flate of the Jewith church which is here fet before us, ‘was typical of the gofpel- 


church, and the ftate of that in the days'of the Meffiah: And as the prophecies which related 


to it looked farther to the latter days, fo did the hiftories of it; and fill thefé things happened to 
them for enfampler, 1 Cor, x.11. By the tenor of this hiftory, we are given to underftand thefe 


three things concerning the church ; for the thing. that hath been, is that which fhal! be, Eccl. 


“1. g. °(1.)°That we are not to expect the perfe@ purity and unity of the church in this: . 


world ; and therefore not to be ftumbled, though we are grieved, at its corruptions, diftem- “i 
pers, and divifions ; ‘not to think ftrange concerning them, as though fome’ ftrange thing. Shi 


happened, much lefs to think the worfe of its laws and conftitutions for the fake of them, or de- 
{pair of its perpetuity. What wretched ftains-of idolatry, impicty, and immorality, appear on 
the Jewifh church ! And what a woful breach ‘was therebetween Judah and Ephraim! yet ‘God 
took ‘them (as I may fay) with all their faults, and.never wholly reje@ed them, until they res 
jected the Mefiiah. J/rael hath not been forfaken, nor Fudab of ker Ged, though their land was 
filled with fin againft the Holy One of Ifrael: Jer. lt. 5. > (2.) That we-are:not to expect the con- 
ftant tranquillity and profperity of the church. It was then often oppreffed and afficted from 
its youth ; had its-years of fervitude, as well as its days of triumph; was often obfcured, dimi- 


nifhed, impoverifhed, and brought low; and yet God ftill fecured “to: himfelf a remnant, a holy 


‘feed, which was the fubjtance thereof, ifa. vi. 13. Let’ us not then be furprifed, to fee the 


gofpel-church fometimes under hatches, and driven into the wildernefs,. and the gates of hell’ 


prevailing far-againft it. (3.)) That yet we need'not fear the utter extirpation of it. The gol 
pel-chureh is called, : Zhe I/rael of God, Gal. vi. 16. and The Ferufalem which is above, Gal. iv. 


26. Lhe heavenly Ferufalem: ¥or'as Ifrael after the fle/b, and the Jerujalem that then was, by | 


the wonderful care -of the Divine Providence rid-out all the ftorms with which they were tofled 
and threatened, and continued in. being, until they were made to refign all their honours to the 


gofpel-church which they were the figures of ; fo. fhall that alfo, notwithftanding all its fhocks, . 
be preferved, until the my/tery of God fhall be jini/bed, and the kingdom of grace {hall have its: 


perfection in. the kingdom of glory. 


[4.] This hiftory is of great ufe‘to us for our dire@tion in the way of our duty. It was written . 
for our learning, that we may fee the evil we fhould avoid, and be armed againft it; and the good - 


_. we fhould do, and be quickened to it.. Though they are generally judges, and-kings, and great. 


men, whofe lives are here written ;: yet, in them, even thefe of the meaneft rank may fee the de- 
formity of fin, and hate it; and the beauty of holinefs, and be in love with it: Nay, the greater 


the perfon is, the more evident are both thefe ; for ifthe great be good, it is their goodnefs that _ 
makes their greatnefs honourable ; if -bad, their greatnefs.doth but make their badnefs the more . 


fhameful. The failings even of good people, are alfo recorded here for our admonition, that he 


3 


that thinks he ftands,’may take heed left he fall; and that he that has fallen may not defpair of ~ 


forgivenefs, if he recover himfelf by repentance. 


[s.] This 


oa 


vi T WE PRE © A GE eee leis.) 


[.] This hiftory, as it fhews what God requires of us, fo it fltews what we may expect from 
his providence, efpecially concerning ftates and kingdoms. By the dealings of God to the Jew- 
ith nation, it appears, that as nations are, fo they muft expect to fare; that while princes and 
people ferve the interefts of God’s kingdom among men, he willdecure and advance their m- 
terefts; but when they fhake off his government, and rebel againit him, they can took for no other 
but an inundation of judgments: It was fo all along with Hrael, while they kept clofe to God, 
they profpered, when they forfook him, every thing went crofs. That great. man, Archbifhop 
Tillotfon, (Vol. I. Serm. 3..on Prov. xiv. 34.) fuggelts, That though as to particular perfons, the 
providence of God are promifcuoufly adminittered in this world, becaufe there is another world 
of rewards and punifhments.for tlem: Yet itis not fo with. mations, as fuchs; but national virtues 
are ordigarily rewarded with temporal bleflings, and national fins punithed with temporal judg- 
ments #-becaufe, as he faith, public bodies and communities of men, as /uch, can only be re-_ 
warded and punifhed in this world, for in the next they will all be diffoluved. So plainly are 
God’s ways of difpofing kingdoms laid before us in the glafs of this hittory, that.I could with Chni- 
ftian ftatefmen would think themfelves as much concerned as preachers, to ~-quaint themfelves 
with it. They might tetch as good maxims of ftate and rules of policy from this, as from the - 
beft of the Greek and Roman Rihaine We are bleffed (as they were) with a divine revelation, 
and make a uational profeffion of religion, and relation to God ; and therefore are to look upon 

ourfelyes as in a peculiar manner under a divine regimen, fo that the things which happened to. 
them were defigned for enfumples to us. Bi: Wie, os ;: ‘up Ne Fe 
I cannot pretend to write for great ones: But if what is here done, may be delightful to any in. 
reading, and helpful in underflanding and improving this facred hiftory, and governing themfelves 
by the dictates of it, let God have all the glory,“and let all the rivers return to the ocean from 
whence they came. When I look back on what is done, f fee nothing to boa of, but a great 
deal to be a/bamed of ; and when I look forward on what is to be done, I fee nothing in mylelf 
to truff to for the doing of it; no /uficiency of my own; but by the gruce of God, 1 am what £ 
am; and that grace 1 truft fhall be fuficient for me. Surely in the Lord I have righteoufnefs and 
. firength. That blefled ‘Emzoxs:, which the apoftle fpeaks of, Phil. i. 19. that continual Supply or 
communication of the Spirit of Fefus Chrift, is what we may in faith pray for, and depend upon, — 
to furnifh us for every good word and work. | pe eyes h rae 


- The pleafantnefs of the fludy has drawn me on to the-wrzting of this, and the candour with es 
which my friends have been pleafed to. receive my poor endeavours on the Peatateuth, encoura- 
geth me to pudlifd it. It isdone according to the beft of my {kill, not without fome care and ap- 

plication of mind, in the fame method and manner with that. I with I could have done it in lefs 

compafs, that it might have been more within reach.of she poor of the flock. ~ But then it would. 
not have been fo p/ain and full as I defire it may be, for the benefit of the- lambs of the flock 
Brevis effe laboro, obfcurus fio. ; . | : AS ee aie seeetes | 

’ With an humble fubmiffion to the Divine Providence, and the difpofals of that, and a humble. 

reliance on.the Divine Grace, and the condué an‘] operation of that, 1 purpofe {till ‘to proceed, as 
_Lhave time, inthis Work. ‘Two volumes more will, 1f God permit, conclude the Old T. eftament Zz 
_and then, if my-friends encourage me, and my God {pare me, and enable me for it, I intend to go | 
on to the New Te/fament. For though many bave taken in hand to fet farth in order a declaration — 
of thofe parts of {cripture which are yet before us, whofe works prai/e them in the gates and are 
likely to out-live mine; yet while the fubject is really fo copious, as it is, and. the manner of hand- 
ling it may poffibly be fo various, and while one book comes into the hands of fome, and another 
into the hands of others, and all concur in the fame defign, to advance the ‘common interefts of 
_ Chrift’s kingdom, the common faith once delivered to the faints, and the comaton Jalvation of preci-- 
ous fouls; i hope /fore of this kind will be thought no fore. { make bold to mention my purpofe : 
to proceed thus. publicly, in hopes | may have the advice of my friends in it, and their prayers 
_for me, that I be made more ready and mighty in the feriptures, that underftanding and utterance 
may be given to me, and that | may obtain mercy of the Lord Fefus, to be found his faithful fev- 
vant, who am lefs than the leaft of all that callhim Maite. Rete lei 
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We have now before us, I. The hiftory of the Jewifh nation in this book and thofe that fol- 


OF THE BOOK OF 


~ 


~ low it to the end of the book of Efther. Thefe books, to the end of the’ bocks of the Kings, 


the Jewith writers call The firft book of the prophets, to bring them within the diftribution of 


the books of the O/d Leffament into the law, the prophets, and the Chetubbim or Hagiograpba, — ? 


Luke xviv. 44. The reft they make part of the AHagiographa. For, though hiftory be their - 


sy hee it is juftly fuppofed -prophets were their penmen. ‘To thofe books that are purely 
‘and properly prophetical the name-of the prophet is prefixed, -becaufe the credibility of the 


“ prophecies depended much upon the charaéter of the prophets: But thefe Si/forical books it 


is probable, were collections of the authentic vecords of the nation, which fome prophets or 


_ other (and fuch the Jewith church was for many ages more or lefs continually bleffed with); 


were divinely directed and helped to put together, for the fervice of the aburch to the end 
of the world ;'as their other officers, fo their hiftoriographers had their authority from beaven.— 
It fhould feem, that though the fubftance of the feveral hiftories were written when the events. 
-were fre{h in memory, and written under a divine direction ; yet, that long after they weré 
put into the form wherein we now have them, by fome other hand, under divine’ direction 
likewife ; probably all by the fame hand,’ or about the fame time. The grounds. of the con- 
jecture are, (1.) Becaufe former writings are fo often referred to; as the book of Jafher, 7o/2.. 
“SX. 13/and 2 Sam. i.18.: And the Chronicles of the kings of Ifrael and Judah often ; and the: 


books of Gad, Nathan, and Iddo.! (2:) Becaufe. the days when the things were done are fpo-. 


ken of fomretimes as days long fince paft; as, r Sam. ix. 9. He that is now called a prophet,, 


_awvas then called a feer. And, (3.) Becaufe we fo-often. read of things remaining unto thit day > 


as ftones, Fo/b. iv. 9.—Vil. 26.—Viil. 29.—x. 27. 1 Sam. vi. 18.3 namesof places, ¥o/h. ¥. 9.—Vvil. . 


(26. Fudg. 1. 36.—xv 19.—xviil. 12. 2 Kings xiv. 7.; rights and pofleflions, Fudg. i. 21. 1 Sam.. 


__ XXVii. 6.3 cuftoms and ulages, 1 Sam. v. 5. 2 Kings xvii. 4x. Which claufes:have fince been 
~ added to. the hiftory by the infpired colleétors, for the confirmation and illuftration of it to. — - 


- thofe of their ownage: And if one may offer a mere conjecture, it is not unlikely thatthe 


“before the captivity ; for it is faid of Ziklag, ‘rt Sam. xxvii. 6.-it remains to the kings. of Fu- 


dab, (which ftyle began after Solomon, and ended in the captivity) unto this day «And that. 


thoie after were put together by Ezra the fcribe, fome time after“the captivity. However,, 


though we are ithe dark concerning their authors, we are in no doubt concerning their au-. 
19 VOL nd Sace Re RS ee P35 hi : : As al Vee é 7 £ Fi : ian , 
thority : They were: a part of the oracles. of God, which were committed to. the Jews; and 


_ were fo received. and teferred to by our, SAVOUR and his apoftles. In the five: books, of 


- Mofes.we had a very full account of the rife, advance, and conftitution of the Old Teftament: 
_ehurch; the family out of which it was raifed ; the promife, that’ gteat charter by which it. 
"was incorporated; the miracles by which it was built up; and the laws and ordinances by 
which tt was to be governed = From which one would tonceive an expetation of its charac~. 


~ tex 
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. 


s 
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-_ hiftorical books to: the end of the Kings were put together by Jeremiah the prophet, a little , 


“8 J @ 38 ase hi "Chap. I. 


a 
ter and ftate very different from what we find in this hiftory. A nation that had ftatutes and 
judgments fo righteous, one would think, fhould have been very boly ; and that had promi- 
fes fo rich fhould have been very happy. But, alas! a great part of the hiftory is a melan- 
choly reprefentation of their fins and miferies; for the law made nothing perfect ; that was 
to be done by thé bringing in of the better hope > And'yet, if we compare the hiftory of ‘the 
Chriftian church with its conftitution, we fhall find the fame caufe for wonder, ~fo many have 

been its.errors and corruptions; for neither doth the go/pel make any thing perfect in this 
world, but leaves us ftill in expe@ation of a better hope. = . 

II. We have next before us the book of. ¥o/bua, fo called perhaps, not becaufe it was writ- 
ten by /im, for that is uncertain. Dr Lightfoot thinks Phinehas wrote it. Bifhop Patrick is 
clear that Jofhua wrote it-himfelf. However that be, it is written concerning’ bim; and if 
-any other wrote it, it was collected out of his journals, or memoirs. It contains the hitory of 
Ifrael under the command and government of Jofhua; how he prefided as general of their 
armies: (1.) In their entrance into Canaan, chap. ii—v. (2.) In their conqueft of Canaan, 
chap. vi.—xu.  (3.) in the diftribution “of the land of Canaan among the tribes of Ifrael. 
chap. xill.—xxi. (4.) In the fettlement and eftablifhment of religion among them, chap. 

~ Xxil.—-xxiv. In all which, he was a great example of wifdom, courage, fidelity; and piety, 
-to.all that are in places of public truft.—But that is not all the. ufe that is to ‘be made of 
this hiftory: We may fee in it, [i.] Much of God, and his providence s his power in the 
kingdom of nature; his: juftice in punifhing the Canaanites, when the meafure of their. ini- 
_quity was full; his faithfulnefs to his. covenant. with the patriarchs: his ‘kindnefs to his peo- - 
le Ifrael notwithftanding their provocations: See him as the LOR D-of hofts determining the 
iffues of war, and as the. Director of the lot, determining the bounds of mens habitations. 
(2.) Mucé of Chrift, and bis grace. Though’ Jofhua is not exprefsly mentioned in the New 
Teftament as a type of Chrift; yet all agree he was.a very eminent one. He bore our Sa- 
_viour’s name; as did alfo another type of him, Jofhua the high-prieft, Zech. vi. 11, 12. The 
Sepiuagint giving the name ¥o/bua a Greek termination, call him all along "twee, Fefus, and — 
fo he is called, Acts vii. 45. and. Heb. iv. 8. Juftin Martyr, one of the -firft writers of the — 
Chriftian church (Dialog...cum Trypb. p. mihi 300.) makes that promife, Exod. xxiii: 20. 
_ Mine angel fall bring thee into the place L have prepared, to point at Jothua 57 and thefe-words, 
My name is i him, to refer to this, that his name fhould be the fame with that of the Mef- 
fiah. It fignifies, He /ball fave. Jothua faves God’s people from the Canaanites 3 our Lord 
_ Jefus faves them from their fins: Chrift, as Jofhua, is the Captain of our Jatvation ; a Lead- 
et and Commander of the people, to tread Satan under their feet, and to put them in pofleffion- 
_ of the heavenly.Canaan, and to give them reff, which’ (it is faid,: Heb. iv, 8.) Jofhua did not. i 


4° 


ye 


The Look begins with the hifory, not of Fofhua’s life ; many 
remarkable paffages of that-we had before in the books of . 
| Mofes ; but of bis reign and government, In this chapter, that the Lorp 
I. God appoints hm to the government, in. the flead 0 
| Mofes 3 _givesehim an ample commiffion, full infirudions, 
and gréat encouragements, ver. 1,—09. I. He. accepts - 0 Behe 5a BRE Be ee 
' the government, and addreffes imei immediately to Che es ae ae Jordan, thou, and at ae 
_ bufine/s of it, giving orders to the officers of the people in ea ley Brel owe ; 
; general, ver. 10,11. ILL. And particularly to the two” to the children of Ifrael. 
- secigs oes a ae yer. } 2,—15. The people agree to it, | t g 
and take an cath of fealty to kim, ver. 16,—18.'' And a-| | give TU aidainte Motes. 
reignywwbich thus began‘with.God, cotild not butsbe ho~' | io cua ok be ae Brae dine ; 2 
» nourable to the prince, and comfortable to the Subjeds. | - eer ee 3 a ne 
The laf words: of Mofes are full vérifed ; Happy ‘art . ‘Great river, the river Eu 
_ thou, O Ifrael ! Who is like unto thee, O people? Deut.. | 
- EXXiIL, 29. poate series 
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Chap. I. 


5 There fhall not any man be able to ftand be- 
fore thee all the days of thy life: as 1-was with 


Mofes, fo I will be with thee: I will not fail 


thee, nor forfake thee. -6 Be ftrong and of a 
good courage: for unto this people fhalt thou 
divide for an inheritance the land which [ {ware 
unto their fathers to give them. 7 Only be thou 
ftrong and very courageous, that thou mayeft 
obferve to do according to all the.law which 
Mofes my fervant commanded ‘thee:;turn not 
from-it;to the right hand or to the left, that 
thou mayeft profper whitherfoever thou goeft. 


8 This book of the law fhall not depart out of © 


thy mouth; but thou fhalt meditate. therein 
day and night, that thou mayeft obferve to do 
according toall that‘is written therein: for then 
thou fhalt make thy way pzofperous, and then 
thou fhalt have good fuccefs. .q Have not I 
commanded thee? “Be ftrong and of a good 


_ courage, be not afraid, neither be thou difmay- 
ed; for the Lorp thy God 


E : is with thee whi- 
therfoever thou goelt.. ; . 
~ Honour is here put upon Jofhua, and. great power lodged 
in his hand, by him that is the fountain of honour and. power, 
and by whom kings reign: Inftruétions given. him by Infinite 
Wifdom, and encouragements by the God of confolation. 
God had before {fpoken to Mofes concerning him, Numb. xxvii. 
18.; but now he {peaks ¢o him, ver. 1. probably, as he {pake. 
to Mofes,’ Lev. i. 1. out of the tabernacle of the congregation, 


‘where Jofhua had with Mofes prefented himfelf, Deut. xxxi. 


14. to learn the way of attending there. Though Eleazar had 
the brealt-plate of judgment, which Jofhua was direéted to con- 
falt as there was occafion, Numb. xxvii. 21-3; yet, for his 
preater encouragement, God here fpeaks to him immediately ; 
fome think, in a dream or vifion, (as Job xxxili. 15.)3 for, 
though God has tied us to in{tituted ordinances, in them to 
attend him, yet he hath not tied Aim/eif to them, but that he 


may other ways make himfelf known to his people, and {peak 


to their Acarts otherwife ‘than by their ears. 
_ Concerning Jofhua’s call to the government. Obferve here, 

_ Firft, The time when it was given him: After the death of 
Mofer.. As foon as ever Mofes was dead, Jofhua took: upon 


him the adminitration, by virtue of his folemn ordifiation in 


Mofes’ life-time. An inrerregnum, though but for a few days, 
might have been of ill confequence. But it. is probable God 
fpoke to him to go forward towards Canaan, not till after the 
thirty days of mourning for Mofes was ended ; not, as the Jews 
fay, becaufe the fadnefs of his fpirits during thofe days disfit- 
ted him for communion with God; he forrowed not as one 


' that had no hope ; but by this folemn paufe, and a month’s 


adjournment of the public counfels, even now, when time was 
fo very precious to them, God would put an honour upon the 
memory of Mofes, and give time to the people, not only to la- 
ment their lofs of him, but to repent of their mifcarriages to- 


wards him during the forty years of his government. 


Secondly, The place Jothua had been. in before he was thus 
preferred. He was Mofes’ miniffer; i. e. an immediate at- 
tendaat upon his perfon, and afliftant: in bufinefs.. The Se- 
venty tranflate it ‘Yxse{@-, a workman undet Mofes; under 
his direction and command. Obferve, 1. He that was here 
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_ banks of which you lie encamped. 
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called to Aomour had been long bred o bufine/s. Our Lord 
\Jefus himfelf took upon him the form of a fervant, and then 
God highly exalted him. 2. THe was trained up:in /ubjedion, 
and under command.. Thofe are fitteft to rule, that have 
learned to obey. 3. He that was to fucceed Mojes was inti- 
mately acquainted with him, that he might fully énow bis doc- 
trine and manner of life, his purpofe and long-fuffering, (2 Tim. 
iii. 10.); might take the fame meafures, and walk in the fame 
Spirit, in the fame eps, being to carry on the fame work. ~ 4. 
He was herein a type of Chrift, who might therefore be call- 
ed Mofes’ minifter, becaufe he was made under the law, and 
fulfilled all the righteoufnefs of it. 
.. Thirdly, The call ifelf that God gave him, which is vee 
full. . 
es ¥. The confideration upon which he was called to the go- 
vernment: Mo/es my fervant.is dead, vers 2. All: good men 


are God’s fervants; and it is no difparagement, but an ho- 


nour, to the greate/? of men to. be fo: Angels themfelves are 
his minifters. Mofes was called . to’extraordinary work, was 
a fteward in God’s houfe, and in the difcharge of the truft 
repofed in him, he ferved not him/felf, but God that employed . 
him ; was faithful as a fervant, and with an eye to the Son, 
as is intimated, Heb. iii. 5. where what he did is faid to be 


| for a@ te/timony of the things that fhould be /poken of after: God’ 
“will own his fervants, will confe/s them in the great day. But. 
- Mofes, though God’s fervant, and one that could ill be fpared, 


is dead; for God will change hands, to thew, that, whatever 
inftruments he ufeth, he is not tied to any... Mofes, when he 
had done his work as a fervant,. dies, and goes ta ref? from his 
labours, and enters into the joy of his Lord. Obferve, God takes 
notice of the death of his fervants. It is precious in his fighi, 


2. The call itfelf: Now therefore, arife. [1.] Though 
Mofes is dead, the work mult go on; therefore arife; and 
go about it. Let not weeping hinder fowing, nor the wi- 
‘thering of the moft ufeful hands be the weakening of ours: 
For, when God has work to do, he will either find or make 
inftruments fit to carry it on. Mofes the fervant iy.dead ; but 
God the Matter is not, he /ives for ever. [2.] Becaufe Moles 
is dead, therefore the work devolves upon thee as his fucceffor 5 
for hereunto thou waft appointed: Therefore there is need of 
thee to fill up his place ; up and be doing. Note; (1.) The 
removal of ufeful. men fhould quicken the furyivors to be fo, 
much the more diligent in doing good. Such and fuch are 


- dead, and we mutt die thortly ; therefore let us work while it. ° 


is day. (2.) It is a great mercy to a people, if, when ufeful 
men are taken away inthe midft of their ufefulnefs, others are. 


_ raifed up in their ftead,to:g0 on where they broke off,  Jofhua: 


mutt ari/e to finifh what Mofes began; thus the latter genera- 
tions enter into.the labours of the former. And thus Chrift, 
our Jofhua, doth that for us which could never be done by the 
law of Mofes; juffifes, As xiii, 29.; and fanétifies, Roth. 
vil. 3. he lite of Mofes made away for Jothua, and prepa- 
_red the people for what was to be done dy him: Thus the law 
is a fchool-mafter to bring us to Chrif. And then the death of. 
Mofes made room for Jofhua: Thus we are dead to the law 
our firft hufband, that we may be married to Chriff, Rom. vii. 4. 

_ 3., The, particular fervice he was now called out to; Arie, _ 
go over this Fordan, this river you have in view, and on the 
! This was a fair trial to 
the faith of Jothua, whether he would give orders and make 
preparations for pafling the 1iver, when there was:no vifible 
way of getting over it, at leaft not-at this place, and at this 
time when all the banks <vere overflown, chap. iii. 15. He 
had no pontons, or bridge of boats, by which to convey them 
over; and yct he muft believe, if God order them over, he 


will 


“ 


_ 
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will open a way for them.—Going over Jordan was going 
into Canaan ; thither Mofes might not, could not bring them, 
Deut. xxxi. 2. Thus the honour of bringing many fons to 
glory is referved for Chrift, the Captain of eur falvation, Heb. 
ii. IO. 


4. The grant of the land of Canaan to the children of If - 


rael, is here repeated, ver. 2, 3, 4. Ido give it them. To 


the patriarchs it was promifed, [ will give it; but now the ~ 


fourth generation was expired, the iniquity of the Amorites 


was full, and the time was come for the performance of the 


promife; it is aétually conveyed, and they are put in po/- 
Jefion of that which they had long been put in expectation of : 
4 do give it: Enter upon it, it is all your own: Nay, ver. 3. 
Lf have given it ; though it be yet unconquered, it is as fure to 
you as if it were in. your hands.—Obferve, (1.) The perfons 
to whom the conveyance is made: To them, even. to the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, ver. 2. becaufe they are the feed of Jacob, who 
was called J/rae/ then when this promife was made to him, 
Gen. xxxy. 10, 12. The children of Lfrael though they had 
been very provoking in the wildernefs, yet for their fathers 
fakes fhould have the entail preferved. And it was the chil. 
dren of the murmurers that was faid fhould enter Canaan, 
Numb. xiv. 31. (2.) The land itfelf that is conveyed ; from 
the river Euphrates ealtward, to the Mediterranean-fea wekt- 
ward, ver. 4. ‘Though their fin cut them fhott of this large 
poflefion, and they never rep/eni/hed all the country within the 
bounds herein mentioned ; yet, .had they been obedient, God 
would haye given them this, and much more. Out of all thefe 
countries, and many other, there were in procefs of time pro- 
felytes to. the Jewith religion, as appears Adts ii. 5, &'c. If 
their church was en/arged, though their nation was not multi- 
plied, it cannot be faid that the promife was of none effec. And 
if this promife had not its full accomplifhment in the letter, 


believers might thence infer that it had a further meaning, and 


was to be fulfilled in the kingdom of the Meffiah, both that of 
grace, and that of glory. (3.) The condition is here implied 


upon which this grant‘is made, in thofe words, J /wid unto - 


Mofes, (4. e. upon the terms that Mofes told you of, many a 
time,) Jf ye will keep my flatutes, you fhall go in and pof- 
fefs that good land. ‘Take it under thofe provifions and limi- 
tations, and not otherwife. The precept and promife muft not 
be feparated. (4.) It is intimated, with what eafe they fhould 
gain the poffeffion of this land, if it were not their own fault, 
in thefe words, Every place that the fole of your feet fhall tread 
upon (within the following bounds) fhall be your own. Do 
but fet your foot upon it, and you have it. 

5. The promifes God here makes to Jofhua for his encou- 
ragement. (1.) ‘That he fhould be fure of the prefence of 
God with him in this great work to which he was called, 
ver. 5. 4s Iwas with Mofes to direét and ftrengthen him, 
to own and profper him, and give him fuccefs in bringing If- 
raél out of Egypt, and leading them through the wildernefs, 
fo £ will be with thee to enable thee to fettle them in Canaan. 


_ Jofhua was fenfible how far he came Jbort of Mofes in wifdom 


and grace, but what Mofes did was done by virtue of the pre- 
fence of God with him: And if Jofhua, though he had not 
always the fame pre/ence of mind that Mofes had, yet if he had 


always the fame prefence of Gods he would do well enough. | 
| according to all this law. To this end he mutt medita re 
| in, not for contemplation fake only, or to fill his head with. 
| notions, or that he might find fomething to puzzle the priefts — 


Note, It isa great comfort to the rifing, generation of minifters 
and Chriftians, that the fame grace which was /uffcient for 
thofe that went before them, fhall not be wanting to them, if 
they be not wanting to themfelves in the improvement of 
it. It is repeated here again, ver. 9. The Lord thy God 
is with thee as a'God of power; and that power engaged 
for thee, whitherfoever thou goeft. Note, Thofe that go where 
God fends them, fhall have him with them wherever they go, 


and they need defire no more to make them eafy and pro/per-. 


J 0-84 wow 


| their wars, the deftroying of the Canaanites, and 
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ous. (2.) That the prefence of God fhould never be with- 
drawn from him: Z will not fail thee, nor forfake thee, ver. 5. 
Mofes had affured him of this, Deut.xxxi. 8. That though — 
he muft now leave him, God never ~would; and here God 
himfelf confirms that word of his fervant Mofes (Ifa. xliv. 26.) 
and engageth never to leaye Jofhua. We need the prefence 
of God not only when we are beginning our work to fet us in, 
but in the progrefs of it to further us with a continual help. 
If that at any time fail us, we are gone; but this we may be 
fure of, that the Lord is with us while we are with him. This 
promife here made to Jofhua is applied to all believers, and 
improved as an argument again{t covetoufnefs, Heb. xiii. 5: 
Be content with fuch things as ye have; for he hath faid, 
will never leave thee. (3.) That he fhould have victory over 


all the enemies of Ifrael, ver. 5. There fball not any man that 


ftands againft thee be able to fland before thee. Note, There 
is no flanding before thofe that have God on their fide, Jf he 
be for us, who can be againft us? God promifeth him clear 
fuccefs; the enemy fhould not make any head againft him : _ 
And conflant {uccefs all the days of his life ; however it might 


| be with Ifrael when he was gone, all his reign fhould be graced — 7 
| with triumphs. What Jofhua had himfelf encouraged the peo- 


ple long ago, Numb. xiv. 9, God here encourageth him with. » 


| (4.) That he fhould himfelf have the dividing of this land a- 
|} mong the people of Ifrael, ver. 6. 
/ ment to him in deginning of his work, that he was fure to /ee 
| it finifoed, and his labour fhould not be in vain. 
| it a reafon why he fhould arm himfelf with refolution, and be 


It was a great encourage- 
Some make - 


of good courage, becaufe of the ill character this people was un- 


| der, whom he muft cau/e io inherit that land: He knew well 
| enough what a froward, difcontented people they were, and 


how unmanageable they-had been in his predeceffor’s time ; 


| let him therefore expeét vexation from them, and Je of good 
| courage. a : 


6. ‘The charge and command he gives to Jofhua, which is,» 
if, That he conform him/elf in every thing to the law of 


_God, and make that his rule, ver. 7, 8. God doth as it were ~ 


put the book of the law into Jofhua’s hand, as when Joath 


| was crowned they gave him the telimony, 2 Kings xi. 12. And 


concerning this book, he is charged, (1.) To meditate therein 


| day and night, that he might underftand it, and have it ready 
| to him upon all occafions. 
| have excuafed him from meditation, and other aéts of devotion, 

| one would think Jofhua’s might at this time; it was a great — 


If ever any man’s bufinefs might 


truft that was lodged in his hands, the care of it was enough to_ 


| fill him if he had had few fouls, and yet he muft find time and ~ 


thoughts for meditation. Whatever affairs of this world we 
haft to mind, we muft not neglect the one thing needful. (2.) - 
Not to let it depart out of his mouth; i. e. All his orders to- 
the people, and his judgments upon appeals. made to him, muft 
be confonant to the law of God; upon all occafions he mnft 
Speak according to this rule, Ifa. viii. 20. Jofhua was to main-— 


' tain and carry on the work that Mofes had begun; and there-. 
_ fore he muft not only complete the falvation Mofes had wrought 

_ for them, but muft uphold that holy religion he had eftablifhed. 
_ among them. ‘There was no occafion to make new laws; but 


_ that good thing which was committed to him, he mutt carefully, 


and faithfully deep, 2 Tim. i. 14. (3.): He mult obferveto do 


with, but that he might, both as a man and asa magiftrate, ob- _ 


ferve to do according to what was written therein ; and feve- 
| tal things were written there, which had particular 


i hi : reference to. 
the bufinefs he had now before him, as the laws. concerning 


of Canaan, &c..thefe he mutt religioufly obferye, - Joftiua was 


aman. - 


aie theres — 


the dividing 
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aman of great power afd authority, yet’he mult bimfelf be 
under command, and do as he is bidden.- No man’s dignity or 
dominion, how great foever, fets him above the law of God. 
Jofhua muft not only govern by law, and take care that the 
people obferved the law ; but he muft obferve it himfelf, and fo 
by his own example maintain the honour and power of it. (1.) 
He mutt do what was written: It is not enough to hear and 


read the word, to commend and admire it, to know and remem- , 


ber it, to talk and. difcourje of it; but we muft-do it. 2. He 
muft do according to what was written, exaétly obferving the 
law as his copy; and not only doing #4at which was there re- 
quired, but in all circumftances according to the appointment. 
3. He muft do according to a// that was written, without ex- 
ception or referve, having. a re/ped to all God’s commandments, 
even thofe which are moit difpleafing to flefh and blood. 4. 
He mutt obferve to do fo, obferve the checks of confcience, the 
hints of providence, and all the advantages of opportunity: 
Careful obfervance is neceffary to univerfal obedience. 5. He 
mu{t not éurn from it, either in his own practice, or in any act 
of government, to the right band or to the left, for there are er- 
rors on both hands, and virtue is in the mean. 6. He mutt be 
frrong and courageous, that he may do according to the law ; 
for many difcouragements are in the way of duty, that thofe 
that will proceed and per/evere in it, muft put on refolution. 
And, lafly, To encourage him in his obedience, he affures him, 
that then he fhall do wifely (as it is in the margin) and make 
his way profperaus, ver. 7, 8. They that make the word of 
God their rule, and confcientioufly walk by that rule, fhall doth 
do well, and fpeed well: It will furnifh them with the beft 
maxims, by which to order their converfation, Pfal. cxi. 10.; 
and it will entitle them to the beft bleflings, God fhall give 
themthe defire of their-hearts. tlhe 

2dly, That he encourage himfelf herein with the promife and 
prefence of God, and make thofe his flay, ver. 6. Be /rrong 
and of a good courage. And again, ver.7. Asif this was 
the one thing needful, Only be /trong and very courageous. 
And he. concluded. with this, ver. 9. Be /f 
a good courage, be not afraid, neither be thou difmayed. Jo- 
fhua had long fince fignalized his valour, in the war with 
Amalek, and in his diffent from the report of the evil {pies ; 
and yet God fees fit thus to inculcate this precept upon him. 
Thofe that have grace, have need to be called upon again and 


_ again to exercife grace, and to improve in it. Jofhua was hum- 


ble and low in his own eyes ; not diftruftful of God, and his 
power and promife ; but diffident of himfelf, and his own wif- 
dom, and ftrength, and fufficiency for the work, efpecially co- 
ming after fo great a man as Mofes, and therefore God repéats 
this fo often. Be ffrong and of good courage; let not the fenfe 
of thine own infirmities difhearten thee, God is all-fufficient. 
Have not I commanded thee ? (1.) Lhave commanded the work 
to be done, and therefore it fhall be done; how invincible fo- 
ever thé difficulties may feem that lie in the way. Nay, (2.) 
I have commanded, called and commifhioned thee to do it; and 
therefore. will be fure to own thee, and_flrengthen thee, and bear 
thee out in it. Note, When we are in the way of our duty, 
we have reafon to be frong and very courageous ; and)it will 
help very much to animate and embolden us to keep our eye 
upon the divine warrant, and to hear God faying, Have not £ 
commanded thee ?. I will therefore help thee, fucceed thee, ac- 
cept thee, reward thee. Our Lord: Jefus, as Jofhua here, was 
borne up-under_ his fufferings: by a regard to the will of God, 
and the commandment he had received from his Father, John x.18. 


Io q Then Jofhua commanded the officers of 
the people, faying, 11 Pafs through the hoft, 
and command the people, faying, Prepare you 


“them: 


rong and of | 
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} victuals; for within three days ye thall pafs o- 


ver this Jordan, to go in to poflefs the land which 
the Lorp your God giveth you to poflefs it. 12 
@ And to the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, 
and to the half tribe of Manafleh, fpake Jothua, 
faying, 13 Remember the word which Mofes 
the fervant of the Lord commanded you, fay- 
ing, The Lorpv your God hath given you reft, 
and hath given you this land. 14 Your wives, 
your little ones, and your cattle, fhall remain in 
the land which Mofes gave you on this fide Jor- 
dan; but ye fhall pais before your brethren - 
armed, all the mighty men of valour, and help 
15 Until the Lorp have given your 
brethren reft, as be bath given you, and they 


_ alfo have poffefled the land which the .Loro 


your God giveth them: then ye fhall return 
unto the land of your poffeffion, and enjoy it, 
which Mofes the Lorn’s fervant gave you on 
this fide Jordan toward the fun-rifing. 


Jothua being fettled in the government, he prefently applies 
himfelf to bufinefs ; not to take ftate, or to take his pleafures, 
but to further the work. of God among the people over which 
God had fet him. As he that defires the office of a minifter, . 
(1 Tim. iii.1.) fo he that defires the office of a magiftrate de- 
fires a work, a good work ; neither are preferred to be idle. 

Firft, He iffues out orders to the people to provide for a 
march, and they had been fo long encamped in their prefent 
poft, that it would be a work of fome difficulty to decamp. The 
officers of the people that commanded under Jofhua in their re-. 
{pective tribes and families attended him for orders, which they 
were to tranfmit to the people. Inferior magiftrates are as ne- 
ceflary and as ferviceable to the public good in their places, as 
the fupreme magiftrate in his. What could Jofhua have done - 
without officers? We are therefore required to be fubject, not 
only to the king as fupreme; but to governors, as to them that 
are fent by him, 1 Pet. i. 13, 14-—By thefe officers, (1.) Jo- 
fhua gives public notice that they were now fhortly to‘pa/s over 
Fordan within three days. Thefe orders, I fuppofe, were not 


given. till after the return of the {pies that were to bring an ac- 


count of Jericho, though the ftory of that affair follows, chap. ii. 
And. perhaps that was fuch an inftance of his jealoufy, and o- 
vermuch caution, as made it neceffary he fhould be fo often 
bidden as he was, to de /lrong and of a good courage. Obferve 
with what affurance Jofhua faith it to the people, becaufe God 


had faid it to him, 7 /hall pafs over Fordan, and shall poffe/s 


the land. We greatly honour the truth of God, when we //ag- 
ger not at the promife of God. (3.) He’ gives them direétions 
to prepare’ viiuals, not to prepare iranfport-veffe/s ; he that 
bore them out of Egypt upon eagles wings, would in like man- 
ner bear them into Canaan, to bring them to him/elf, Exod. 
xix. 4. But thofe that were minded to have other victuals be- 
fides the manna, which was not yet cea/ed, mult prepare it, and 


' have it ready again{t the time appointed. Perhaps, though the 
manna‘did not quite ceafe till: they were come into Canaan, 


chap. y. 12. yet fince they were come into a land inhabited, 
(Exod. xvi. 35.) where they might be furnifhed in part with 
other provifions, it did not fall fo plentifully, nor did they ga- 
ther fo much as when they had it-firft given them in the wil- 
dernefs, but decreafed gradually ; and therefore they are order- 
ed to provide other viduals, in which perhaps was included all 

2 '  * other 


12 


other things neceffary to their march. . And fome of the Jew- 
ih writers confidering, that having manna, they needed not to 
provide other victuals, under(tand it figuratively, that they maft 
xr pent of their fins, and make their peace with God, and refolve 
to live a new life, that they might be ready to receive this great 
favour. See Exod. xix. 10, I}. 

Secondly, He minds the two tribes and a half of the obliga- 
tion they were under to go over Jordan with their brethren, 
though they left their poffefions and families on this fide. In- 
tereft would make the other tribes gtad to go over Jordan; but 
in thefe it was an act of /ejf-denial, and again{t the grain: 
‘Therefore it was needful to produce the agreement which Mo- 
fes had made with them, when he gave them their poffeflion 
before their brethren, ver. 13. Remember the word which Mo- 
Jes commanded you.—Some of them perhaps was ready to think, 
nov Mofes was dead, who they thought was too hard upon 
them in this matter, they might find fome excufe or other to 
difcharge themfelves from this engagement, or might prevail 
with Jofhua to difpence with them; but he Aolds them to it, 
and lets them know, though Mofes was dead, his commands 
and their promifes was {till in full force. He minds them, 
uff, Of the advantages they had received in being firft fettled : 
The Lord your God hath given you ref, given your minds relt ; 
you know what you have to tru/t to, and are not as the reft 
of the tribes, waiting the fue of the war firft, and then of the 


Yor. He has alfo given your families reft, your wives aad chil- 


dren, whofe fettlement is your fatisfacion. He hath given 
you reft, by giving you this land, this good land, which you are 
an full and quiet poffefhon of. Note, When God by his pro- 


vidence hath given us ret, we ought to confider- how we may . 


honour im with the advantage of it, and what fervice we may 
do to our brethren who are un/ettled, or not fo well fettled as 
we are. © When God had given David reff, (2 Sam. vii. 1.) 
fee how refile/s he was till he had found out a habitation for 
the ark, Pfal. cxxxii. 4, 5. When God has given us ref, 
we mutt take heed of flothfulnefs, and of fettling upon the 
Jees.—2d/y, Of their agreement. to help their brethren in the 
wars of Canaan, till God had in like manner given them reff, 


‘ver. 14,15. This was, (1.) Reafonable in itfelf: So clofely 


were all the tribes incorporated, that they muft needs look up=. 
on themfelves as members one of another. (2.) \t was enjoined 


them-by Mofes the fervant of the Lord; he commanded them. 


to-do this, and Jofhua his fucceflor would fee’ his commands 
obferved. (3.) It was the only expedient they had to fave 
themfelves from the guilt of a great fin in fettling on that fide 


Jordan, a fin which would one time or’ other jind them out,’ 


Namb. xxxii. 22. (4,) It was the condition of the grant 
Mofes had made them of the land they were poffefled of; fo 


that they could not be fure of a good ‘itle to, or a conformable | 


enjoyment of, the land of their poffeffion, as it is here called, ver. 
15. if they did not fulfil the condition. ~(5.) ‘They them- 
felves had covenanted and’ agreed thereunto, Numb. xxxii. 
2 bey reais will do as my lord commandeth This we 
all lie under manifold obligations to ftrengthen the hands ore 
of another, and not to feek our own welfare only, but one a- 
nother’s. 


16 | And they anfwered Jofhua, faying, All 


that thou commandeft us, we will do; and whi- | 
therfoever thou fendeft us, we will go. 


17 Ac- 
cording as we hearkened unto Mofes in all 


things, fo will we hearken: unto’ thee: only the 
Lorn thy God be with thee, as he was with. 


Mofes. 18 Whofoever be be that doth rebel 


_againft thy commandment, and will: not hear- 


t 
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_ more than the. juftice of God. 
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_Chap.Ts | 


ken unto thy words in all that thou command- — 


eft him, he fhall be put to death: only be ftrong — 


and of a good courage. 


only, though they are fpoken of immediately before ; but by 
the officers of all the people, (ver. 10.) as their reprefentatives, 
concurring with the divine appointment, by which Jofhua ‘was: 
fet over them and they did it heartily, and witha great deal. 
of chearfulnefs and refolution. : F 

1. They promife him obedience, ver. 17. not only as fub- 
jects to their prince, but as foldiers to their general, of whofe 
particular orders they were to be obfervant: He that hath 
foldiers under him, faith to this man, Go, and he goes 3 and. to 


_ another, Come, and he comes, Mat. viii. 9. "Thus the people of 
Ifrael here engage themfelves to Jofhua, All that thow com- - 


mandeft us, we will readily do, without murmuring or difpu- 
ting; and qwhitherfoever thou Jende/t us, though upon the “‘moft 
dificult and perilous expedition, we qill go. We muft thus 
{wear allegiance to our Lord Jefus, as the Captain of our fal 
vation, and bind ourfelves to do what he commands us by his 
word, and to go where he fends us by his providence. © 


, This anfwer was given not by the tevo tribes and a half 7 


_And fince Jofhua, being humbly: confcious to“ himfelf- how . 


far fhort hé came’ of Mofes, feared he fhould not have fuch an 
influence upon the people, and fuch an intereft in them’as Mo- 
fes had, they here promife that they would be as ‘obedient to’ 
him as ever they had been to Mofés; ver..17. To fpeak 
truth, they had no reafon to boaft of their obedience to Mofes, ' 
he had found them a /if-necked people, Deut. ix. 24. But 
they mean, that they would be as obfervantof Jofhua as they 
fhould have been, and as fome of them were (and the genera- 
lity of them, at leaft fometimes) of Mofes.. Note, We mutt: 


not fo magnify them that are gone, how eminent foever they 


were either in the magiftracy or the miniftry, as to be wanting’ 
in the honour and duty we owe to thofe that /urvive and /uc- 


_ ceed them, though in gifts they may come fhort of them. Obe-: 


dience for confcience fake will continue, though providence 
change the hands by which it rules and ads. — oot ae 


2. They pray for the prefence of God with him, ver. 17. 


Only the Lord thy God be with thee; to blefs and profper thee, 
and give thee fuccefs, as he was with Mofes. Prayers and: 
fupplications are to be made. for all in authority, 1 Tim. ii. 1, 
2. And the belt thing we'can afk of God for our magiftrates, 
is, that'they may have the prefence of God with them; that 


_ will make them bleffings to us ; fo that in fecking this for them: 


we confult our own intereft. “A reafon is here intimated, why- 
they would obey him, as they bad obeyed Mofes, becaufe they: 
believed (and in faith prayed) that God’s prefence would be 
with him as it was with Mofes. Thofe that we have reafom 


~ to think have favour from God, fhould have honour and re- 


fpect from us. Some underftand it'as a‘limitation of their o-- 
bedience ; we will obey only as far as we perceive the Lord: 
is with thee, but no further, While thou keepelt clofe to God,. 
we will keep clofe to thee ; hitherto fhall our obedience come,. 
but no further. ‘ 
picion of Jofhua’s deviating from th 


ie divine rule, that there- 
needed not fuch a provifo.. Nay bars 


3. They _pafs an a& to make it death for an Taekite. to dife. 


obey Jothua’s orders, or rebel again/: bis commandment, ver.: 
18. Perhaps, if fuch a law had been made in Mofes” time, it: 
might have prevented many of the rebellions that were formed: 
_againft- him’; for moft men fear the fword of the magi(trate: 


é 


But they were fo far from saving any ful. 


-Yet.there was a {pecial reafon 
| for the making of this law, now they were entering upon the 
| wars of Canaan: for, in time of war, the feverity of mili- 
| tary difcipline is more neceffary than at other times. Some: _ 


Chapall 


think, in this ftatute, they have an eye to that law concerning 
the prophet God would raife up like unto Mofes; which they 
think, though it refer chiefly to Chrift, yet takes in Jofhua by 
the way, a8 a type of him, that whofoever would not hearken 
tohim, fhould be cut off from his people, Deut. xviii. 19. L 
ail require it of him. 
4. They animate him to go on with cheerfulnefs in the 
work to which God had called him; and in defiring that he 
would be ftrong and of a good courage, they do in effect pro- 
mife him, that they would do all they could, by an exact, 
‘ bold, and cheerful obfervance of all his orders, to encourage 
him. It very much heartens thofe that lead in a good work, 
to fee thofe that follow, follow with a good will. Jofhua, 
though of approved valour, did not take it as an affront, but as 

a great kindnefs, for the people to bid him be ftrong and of a 
good courage. : 


: Cha eae yee oS 

In this chapter we have an account of the fcouts that were 
employed to bring an account to Folbua of the pofhure of 
the city of Fericho, Obferve, (1.) How Fofhua font 
them: vet. 1. (2.) How Rabad received them and pro- 
tcQed them, and told a le for them, vet. 2,—7- /o that 
they efcaped out of the bands of the enemy. (3.) The ac: 
count fle gave them of thé prefent pofture of. Jericho, and 
the panic fear they were firuck with upon the approach 
of Ifracl, ver, 8,—11. (4.) The bargain fhe made with 
them for the fecurity of herfelf and ber relations, in the 

- ruin fhe faw coming upon her city, ver. 12,—-21. (5-) 
- Their fafe return.to Fof/bua, and the account they gave 
him of their expedition, VEX. 22,—24- And that whieh 


makes. this fory moft remarkable, is, that Rabab, the per- 


fon principally concerned in it, is twice celebrated in the 
New Teftament, as a great believer, Heb. xi. 31. and as 
one whofe faith proved itfelf by good works, Jam. ii. 25- 
ND Jofhua the fon of Nun fent out of Shit- 
tim two men, to fpy fecretly, faying, Go 
view. the land, even Jeficho: and they went, 
and came into an harlot’s houfe, named Rahab, 
and lodged there. 2 And. it was told the king 
-of Jericho, faying, 
hither to-night of the children of Hfrael, to 
fearch out the country. 3 And the king of Je= 
richo fent unto Rahab, faying, Bring forth the 
men. that are come to.thee, which are entered 
into thine houfe : for they be come to feareh 
put all the country. 4And the woman took 
the two men, and. hid them, and faid thus, 
There came men unto. me, but 1 wift not 
whenee they were: 5 And it came to pafs-a- 
bout the time of fhutting of the gate; when it 
was dark, that the men went out = whither the 
men went, I wot not:. purfue after them quick- 
ly, for ye fhall overtake them. 6 But fhe had 
brought them up to the roof of the houfe; and 
hid them. with the ftalks of flax, which {he had 
laid. in order upon the roof. 7 And the men 
purfued after them: the way’ to, Jordan, unto 
- the fords: and as foon as: they’ which purfued 


after them were gone out, they fhut.the gate.- 


é 


f.0:5 H Us 


Behold, there came men n° 


im 


To thefe verfes we have, 

Firft, The pradence of Jota, in fending fpies to obferve 
this important pafs which Ifrael was likely to difpute at -their 
entrance into Canaan, ver. 1. Go view the land even Jericho. 
Mofes had fent {pies, Numb. xiii. Jofhua himfelf was one of 
them, and it proved of ill confequence: Yet Jothua now fends. 
{p'es, not as the former were fent, to furvey the whole land; 
but Jericho only; not to bring the account to the whole cen- 
grezation, but to Jofhua only ; who, like a watchful general. 
was continually projecting. for the public good, and was pat 
ticularly in care to take the firlt ftep well, and not to tiumble 
at the threfhold. Tt was not fit that Jofhua fhoukd difgmife 
himfelf, and venture over Jordan, to make his remarks iacog= 
nito; but he fends two men, two young men (fay the Seven- 
ty,) to view the land, that from their report he might take his. 
meafares in attacking Jericho. Obferve, (1.), There is no 
_remedy, but great men mutt fee with. other peoples eyes. 


| which makes it very peceflary that they be cautious in-the 


choice of thofe they employ, fince fo much many times de- 
pends upon their fidelity. (2.) Faith in God's promife ougit, 
not to fupercede, but encourage our diligence. in. the ule of 
proper means. Jofhua is fure he has God with him, and yet 
fends men before him. -We do not trut God, but tempt him, 
if our expectations flacken our endeavours. (3.),See how 
ready thefe men were to go upon this hazardous enterprife.: 
Though they put their lives in their harids, yet they. ventured 
in obedience to Jofhua their general, in zeal for the fervice of 
the camp, and in dependance upon the power of that God, 
who being the’ Keeper of Mrael in. general, is the Protector of 
every particular [fraclite in the way. of. his duty. eae 
Secondly,. Fhe providenge of God, diresting the fpies to the 
, houfe of Rahab. How they-got over Jordan, we are not told ;- 
but into Jericho they came, which was-about feven or eight 
miles from the river ; and there feeking fora convegient inn, 
were directed to the houfe of Rahab, here called a Aarlot 3 a 
woman that had formerly been-of ill fame, the reproachof which 
fuck to her name, though of late fhe had repented and refor-- 
med: Simon the leper, (Mat. xxvi. 6.) though cleanfed from: 
his leprofy, wore the reproach of it in his name as long as he- 
lived’; fo Rahab the harlot s and fhe is fo called in the New. 
Teftament, where both her. faith.and her good works are prai- 
fed ;.to teach us, (1.), That the. greatnefs of fin is-no bar to: 
pardoning mercy, if it be truly repented of-in.time.. We read: 
of publicans and harlots entering into the kingdom of the Mef=- 
fiah, and. welcome to all the privileges: of ‘that: kingdom, Mat. 
xx. 31. (24) That there.are many, who, before their: conver- 
fion, were very wicked and vile, and yet afterwards come to 
great eminency. in. faith and-holinefs.  (3-): Even thofe that 
‘through grace have repented of the fins of their. youth, muit 
expect to bear the reproach of them 5 and when they hear of 
their old faults, muft renew their repentance 5 and, as.an evi- 
dence of that, hear of them patiently. 
God’s Ifrael; for ought appears, had but one friend, -but one: 
welliwifher in all: Jericho, and. that was Rahab.a harlot. God: 
Has often ferved- his own purpofes, and his church’s.intereft, by: 
men of none of the beft’morals.. Had thefe {couts gone to: 
any ottier houfe but this, they had: certainly been betrayed, and: 
put to death without'mercy, But God knew where they hac 
a. friend ‘that. would‘be true to-them, though they did hot, and: 
direéted them thither.. Ihus that which feems to-us -moft.con- 
tingent and’ accidental, is often -over-ruled by. the Divine Pro-- 
vidence to férve its great ends. And thofe that faithfully ac- 
knowledge God in their ways, he will guide them with his eye-- 
See Jer. xxxvi-.19, 26. : 
Thirdly, The piety of Rahab, in receiving and protecting , 
thefe Ifraelites.. ‘Chofe that keep public. houfes entertain all: 
/ COMELS;, 
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comers, and think themfelves obliged to be civil to their guelts. 
But Rabab fhewed her guefls more than common civility, and 
went upon an uncommon principle in what fhe did. — It was 
by faith that fhe received thofe with peace. againft whom her 
king and country had denounced war, Heb. xi, 31. (1.) She 
bid them welcome to her houfe ; they lodged there ; though it 
appears, by what fhe faid to them, ver. 9. fhe knew both whence 
they came and what their bufinefs was. (2.) Perceiving that 
they were obferved coming into the city, and umbrage taken 
from it, fhe hid them upon the roof of the houfe, which was 
flat, and covered them with ftalks of flax, (ver. 6.) ; fo that 
if the officers fhould. come thither to fearch for them, there 
they might he undifcovered. By thefe ftalks of flax, which 
fhe herfelf had laid in order upon the roof to dry in the fun, 
in order to the beating of it, and making it ready for the wheel, 
it appears fhe had one of the good charaéters of the virtuous 
woman, however in others of them fhe might be deficient, that 
the /eeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands, 
Prov. xxxi, 13. From which inftance of her honett induftry, 
‘one would hope, that whatever fhe had been formerly, fhe was 
not now a harlot. (3.) When the was examined concerning 
them, fhe denied they were in her houfe, turned off the officers 
that had a warrant to fearch for them with a fham, and fo fe- 
cured them. No marvel that the king of Jericho fent to inquire 
after them, ver, 2, 3. he had caufe to fear when the enemy was 
at his door, and his fear made him fwfpicious and jealous of all 
{trangers; he had reafon to demand from Rahab, that the 
fhould bring forth the men to be dealt with as fpies: But Ra- 
hab not only difowned that fhe knew them, or knew where 
they were; but, that no further fearch might be made for them 
in the city, told the purfuers they were gone away again, and, 
in all probability, might be overtaken, ver. 4, 5. Now, 

1. We are fure this was a good work: It is canonized b 
the apoftle, James ii. 25. where fhe is faid to be jufified by 
works; and this inftanced in, that be received the meffengers, 
and fent them out another way 3 and fhe did it. by faith, fuch a 
faith as fet her above the fear of man, even of the wrath of the 
king. She believed, upon the report fhe had heard of the won- 
ders wrought for Ifrael, that their God was the only true God, 
and that therefore their declared defign upon Canaan would 
undoubtedly take effec; and in this faith fhe fided with them, 
protected them, and courted their favour. Had the faid, I be- 
lieve God is yours, and Canaan yours, but I dare not fhew you 
any kindnefs, her faith had been dead and inative, and would 
not have juftified her. But by this it appeared to be both alive 
and lively, that the expofed herfelf to the utmoft peril, even of 
life, in obedience to her faith. Note, Thofe only are true be- 
lievers that can find in their hearts to venture for God; and 
thofe that by faith take the Lord for their God, -take his peo- 
ple for their people, and caft in their lot among them. They 
that have God for their refuge and hiding-place, mutt teftify. 
their gratitude by their readinefs to fhelter his people when 
there is occafion : Let mine outcafts dwell with thee, Ifa. xvi. 
3, 4. And we mutt be glad of an opportunity of teftifying the 
fincerity and zeal of our love to God, by hazardous fervices to 
his church and kingdom among men. But, 

2. There is that in it which is not eafy to juftify ; 
it muft be juftified, or elfe it could not be fo good a work as 
to jultify her. (1.) It is plain. fhe betrayed her country, by 

, harbouring the enemies of it, and aiding thofe that were defign- 
ing its deftruétion ; which could not confift with her allegiance 
to her prince, and her affection and duty to the community fhe 
was a member of. But that which juftifies her in this is, that 
_ Soe knew the Lord had given Ifrael this land, ver. 9.3 knew it 
by the inconteftable miracles God had wrought for them, which 
confirmed that grant; and her obligations to God were higher 


and yet 


J. O,S H,U, A 


than her obligations to any. other. If fhe knew God had given” | 


to mark what we do amifs. 


| alive my father, and 

| thren, and my fifters, and all that they have, 

r4 And the — 

yours, ifyeut- 

| And it fhallbe when 
the Lorp hath given us the land, that we will _ 

| deal kindly and truly with thee. 15 Thenthe 


them this land, it would have been a fin to join with thofe that 


“hindered them of it. But fince no fuch grant of any land to 


any people can now be proved, this will by no means jultify. 
any fuch treacherous practices againft the public welfare. (2.) 
Tt is plain fhe deceived the officers that examined her with an 
untruth, That fhe knew not whence the men were; that they 
were gone out; that fhe knew not whether they were gone, 
What fhall we fay to this? If fhe had either told the truth, or 
been filent, fhe had betrayed the fpies, and that had certainly” 
been a great fin: And it doth not appear that fhe had any o- 


ther way of concealing them, but by this ironical direétion to — 


the officers to purfye them another way ; which if they would 
fuffer themfelves to be deceived by, Jet them be deceived. None 
are bound to accufe themfelves, or their friends, of that which, 


* 


though inquired after as a crime, they know to be a virtue.’ _ 


This cafe was altogether extraordinary, and therefore cannot és 


be drawn into a precedent; and that may be juftified here ~ 


Ra- 


which would be by no means lawful in a common cafe. 


hab knew, by what was already done on the other fide Jordan, —~ 


that no mercy was to be fhewed to the Canaanites ; and from 
thence inferred, if mercy were not owing them, truth was not; 
they that might be deftroyed, might be deceived. Yet divines 
generally conceive, that it was a fin, and excufable, that being 
a Canaanite, fhe was not better taught the evil of lying ; but 
God accepted her faith, and pardoned her infirmity. 
ver it was in this cafe, we are fure it is our duty to /peak every 


man the truth to his neighbour, to dread and deteft lying, and ~ 


never to do evil, that evil, that good may come of it, Rom. iii. 8. 


Howee — 


But God accepts what is fincerely and honeftly intended, though ~ — 


there be a mixture of frailty and folly in it, and is not extreme 
Some fuggeft, that what 
might poflibly be true of fome other men. Rieee 

8 4 And before they were laid down, fhe 
came up unto them-upon the roof; 


fhe faid 


faid unto the men, I know that the Lorp hath ~ 


given you the land, and that your terror is fall- 


-en upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the _ 
land faint becaufe of you. 310 For we have — 


heard how the Lorp dried up the water of the 


Red-fea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; — : 


| 


9 And fhe. 


and what ye did unto the two kings of the A- : 


morites that were on the other fide Jordan, Si- - 
hon and Og, whom ye utterly deftroyed. 11 


And as foon as we had heard the/e things, our 
hearts.did melt, neither did there remain. any 


more courage in any man, becaufe of you: for 
the Lorp your God ; 


have fhewed you kindnefs, that ye will alfo 
thew kindnefs unto my father’s houle; and 
me a true token: 
my mother, 
and deliver our lives from death. 


men an{wered her, Our life for 
tet not this-our bufinefs. 


let 


eL , he zs God in heaven above, - 
| and in earth beneath. 12 Now therefore, I 
pray you, {wear unto me by. the Lorp, fince I _ 


: give na 
13 And that ye will fave _ 
and my bre-— 


> 


- Chap. II. 


_ dwelt upon the wall. 


Jet them down by a cord through the window: 
forher houfe was upon the town-wall, and fhe 
16 And fhe faid unto 
them, Get you to the mountain, left the pur- 
fuers meet you; and hide yourfelves there three 


- days, until the purfuers be returned: and after- 


: ward may ye go your way. 


window. 


17 And the men 
faid unto her, We wi// be*blamelefs of this thine 
oath which thou haft made us fwear. 18 Be- 
hold, when we come into the land, thou fhalt 
bind this line of fcarlet thread in the window 
which thou didft let us down by: and thou fhalt 
bring thy father, and thy mother, and thy bre- 
thren, and all thy father’s houfehold home un- 

to thee. rg And it fhall be, t4at whofoever 
fhall go out of the doors of thy houfe into the 
ftreet, his blood /2al/ be upon his head, and we 
will be guiltlefs: and whofoever fhall be with 
thee in the houfe, his blood /hal/ be on our head, 
if any hand be upon him. 20 And if thou ut- 
ter this our bufinefs, then we will be quit of 
thine oath which thou haft made us to {wear. 

_ 21 And fhe faid, According unto your words, 
fo be it.~ And fhe fent them away, and they 
departed : and fhe bound the {carlet line in the 


_ The matter is here fettled between Rahab and the fpies, 
what fervice fhe was now to do forthem, and what favour they 
were afterwards to fhew to her. She fecares them on con- 
dition that they fhould fecure her. 
. Firfi, She gives them, and by them fends to Jofhua and 
Ifrael, all the encouragement that could be defired, to make 
their intended defcent upon Canaan. This was what they 
came for ; and it was worth coming for. Being got ‘clear of 
the officers, fhe comes up to them to the roof of the houfe, 
where they lay hid; finds them perhaps fomewhat difmayed 
-at the peril they apprehended themfelves in from the officers, 
and fcarce recovered from: the fright; but has that to fay to 
them which will give them abundant fatisfaction. (1.) She 
lets them know, that the report of the great things God had 
done for them was come to Jericho, ver. 10. not only that 
~ they had an account of their late victories obtained over the 
-Amorites, in the neighbouring country, on the other fide the 
river ; but their miraculous deliverance out, of Egypt, and paf- 
fage through the Red-fea, a great way off, and forty years a- 
go, were remembered and talked of afrefh in Jericho, to the 


amazement of every body. Thus, this Jofhua and his fellows. 


» 
6 
+ 
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were men wondered at, Zech. iti. 8. See how God makes 
his wonderful works to be remembered, Pfal. cxi. 4.3 fo that 
men [hall fpeak of the might of his terrible as, Pfal. cxlv. 6. 


 (2.) She tells them what impreflion the tidings of thefe things 


had made upon the Canaanites: Your terror is fallen-upon us, 


ver. 9.3 Our hearts did melt, ver. 11. If the kept a public 


a 


-houfe, that would: give her an opportunity of underftanding the 
fenfe of various companies, and of travellers from other parts 


_ of the country; fo that. they could not know this any way 


better than i her information ;. and it would be, of mighty ufe 


5 to Jofhua an 


Tfrae] to know it: It would put courage into 
the moft cowardly Ifraelite, to hear how their enemies were 


_ difpirited: And it was eafy to conclude, that they who now 


the 


JOSHUA, ; 
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fainted before them, would infallibly fall before them ; efpecial- 
ly becaufe it was the accomplifhment of a promife God had 
made them, that he would Jay the fear and dread of them up- 
on all phis land, Deut. xi. 25. and fo it would be an earneft of 
the accomplifhmént of all the other promifes God had made 
them. Let not the ftout man glory in his courage, any more 
than the {trong man in his ftrength; for God can weaken 
both mind and body. Let not God’s Ifrael be afraid of their . 
moft powerful enemies; for their God can, when he plea- 
feth, make their moft powerful enemies afraid of them. Let 
none think to harden their hearts againft God and prof 
per; for he that made man’s foul, can at any time make 
the fword of his terrors approach to it. (3.) She hereupon 
makes profeflion of her faith in God and his promife; and 
perhaps there was not found fo great faith, (all things confi- 
dered,) no not in Ifrael, as in this woman of Canaan. 1. She-- 
believes God’s power and dominion over all the world, ver.. 


11. Jehovah, your God, whom you worfhip, and call upon, is 


fo far above all gods, that he is the only true God; for he is. . 
God in heaven above, and in earth beneath, and is ferved by all 
the hofts of both. A vaft diftance there is between heaven. 
and earth, yet both are equally under the infpection and go- 
vernment of the great Jehovah. Heaven is not above his pow-. 
er, nor earth below his cognifance. 2: She believes his pro- 
mife to his people Ifrael, ver. 9. J know that the Lord has. 
given you the land. "The king of Jericho had heard as much. 
as fhe had of the great things God had done for Ifrael, yet: he: 
cannot infer from thence that the Lord had given them this. 


land, but refolves to hold it out againft them to the la{t extre-. 


mity: For the moft powerful means of conviction will not of 


_themfelves attain the end without divine grace; and, by that. 


grace, Rahab the harlot, who had only heard of the wonders, 


_ God had wrought, fpeaks with move affurance of the truth of 


the promife made to the fathers, than all the elders of Ifrael 
had done, who were eye-witnefles of thofe wonders, many of 
whom periflied through unbelief of this promife. Bidfed are 
they that have not feen, and yet have believed; fo Rahab did. O« 
woman, great is thy faith ! : 

Secondly, She engaged them to take her and her relations: 


under their proteétion, that they might not perifh in the de- 


ftruction of Jericho, ver. 12, 13. Now, (1.) It was’an evie. 
dence of the fincerity and ftrength of her faith concerning the 
approaching revolution in her country, that fhe was fo folicitous. 


- to make an intereft for herfelf with the Ifraelites, and courted 


their kindnefs. She forefaw the conqueft of her country; and, 
in the belief of that, befpoke in time the favour of the conquer- 


. ors.. Thus Noah being moved with fear, prepared an ark to. 
- the faving of his houfe, and the condemning of the world, Heb. 
_ xi. 7. ‘They who truly believe the divine revelation, concern 


ing the ruin of finners, and the grant of the heavenly land to 

God’s Ifrael, will give diligence to flee from the wrath to come, - 
and to lay hold on eternal life, by joining themfelves to God 
and to his people. (2.) The provifion fhe made for the fafe- 
ty of her relations, as well as for her own, is a laudible in- 
{tance of natural affection, and an intimation to us in like man+ 

ner to da. all we can for the falvation of the fouls of thofe. 
that are dear to us; and, with ourfelves, to bring them, if pof- 

fible, into the bond of the covenant. No mention is made of- 
her hufband and children, but only her parents, and brothers,” 


- and fifters, whom, though fhe was herfelfa houfe-keeper fhe: 


retained a due concern for. (3.) Her requeft, that they would: 
{wear unto her by Jehovah,. is an inftance of her acquaintance 
with the only true God, and her faith: in him, and devotion 
towards him; one act of which is, religioufly to /wear by his. 
name. (4.) Her petition is very juft and reafonable, that fince 
fhe had protected them, they fhould proteét hers and fince her- 
is kindnefg 
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kindnefs to them extended to. their, people, for whom they 
were NOW negociating, their kindnefs to her fhould take in all 
her’s. It was the leaft they could do for one that had faved 
their lives with the hazard of her own. Note, Thofe that 
ihew mercy may expect to find mercy. Obferve, She doth 
not demand any preferment by way of reward, for her kindnefs 


to them, though they lay fo much at her mercy, that fhe might — 


have made her own terms ; but only indents for her life, which, 
- ina general deftru€tion, would be a fingular favour. ‘Thus 
‘God promifed Ebed-melech, m recompenfe for his kindnefs to 
Jeremiah, that, in the worft of times, he fhould have Ais life 
for a prey, Jer. xxxix. 18. Yet this Rahab was afterwards 
advanced to be a princefs in Ifrael, the wife of Salmon, and 
‘one of the anceftors of Chrift, Mat. i. 5. “Thofe that faith- 
fully ferve Chrift and fuffer for him, he will not only protect 
them, but prefer them; and will do for,them more than they 
are able to afk or think. 


Thirdly, They folernly engaged for her prefervation in the 


common deftruétion, ver. 14. Our life for yours. We will 
‘take as much care of your lives as of our own; and would as 
foon hurt ourfelves as any of you: Nay, they imprecate God’s 


. judgments on themfelves, if they fhould violate their promife to | 


ther. She had pawned her life for theirs; and now they, in 
requital, pawn their lives for her’s; and (as public perfons) 
, with them they pawn the public faith, and the credit of the'r 


nation ; for they plainly intereft all Ifraelin the engagement, in _ 


thofe words, When the Lord has given us the land ;, meaning 
not themfelves only, but the people whofe agents they were. 
No-doubt, they knew themfelves fufficiently authorifed to treat 
’ with Rahab concerning this matter, and were confident, that 
Jofhua would ratify what they did, elfe they had not dealt ho- 
neftly. The general law, that they fhould make no covenant 
_with the Canaanites, (Deut. vii. 2.) did not forbid them to 
take under their protection a particular perfon, that was hearti- 
ly come into their interefts, and had done them real kindneffes. 
The law of gratitude is one of the laws of nature. “Now ob- 
ferve here, C 
_ aft, The promifes they made her. In general, We will deal 
Rindly and truly with thee, ver. 14. We will not only be kind 


in promifing now, but true in performing what we promife ; 


_and not only true in performing juft what we promife, but kind. 


in out-doing thy demands and expefations. ‘The goodnefs of 
‘God is often exprefled by his kindnefs and truth, (Pfal. cxvii. 
2.) and in both thefe we mutt be followers of him. In parti- 
cular, if a hand be upon any in the houfe with thee, bis blood /hall 


be on our head, ver. 19. If hurt come through our careleffnefs 


to thofe whom we are obliged to protect, we thereby contract 
guilt, and blood will be found a heavy load. 
2dly, The provifos and limitations of their promifes.. 'T hough 
they were in hafte, and it may be in fome confufion, yet we 
find them very cautious in fettling this agreement, and the 
terms of it, not to bind themfelves to more than was ft for 
_ them to perform. Note, Covenants muft be made with care 
and we mutt {wear in judgment, left we find ourfelves perplex- 
ed and entangled when it is too late after vows to make inqui- 
sy. ‘They that will be confcientious in keeping their promifes, 
will be-cautious in making thems and perhaps may infert con- 
ditions which others may think frivolous. Nid 
Three provifos their promife is here clogged with, and: the 
‘were neceffary ones. _ They will proéteé&t Rhahab, and all her 
relations, always, provided, {1.) That fhe tie the f{earlet cord 
with which fhe was now about to let them down, in the win- 
dow of her-houfe, ver. 18. ‘I’his was to be a mark upon the 
houfe, which the {pics would take care to give notice of to the 
camp of Ifrael, that no foldier, how hot and eager foever he 
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houfe that was thus diflinguifhed. This was Ike the blood 
fprinkled upon the door-pott which fecured the fuft-born from _ 
the deftroying angel ; and being of the fame colour, fome al- 
lude to this alfo, to reprefent the fafety of believers under the 
protection of the blood of Chrift, {prinkled on the confcience. 
The fame cord that fhe made ufe of for the prefervation of 
thefe Iraelites, was to be made ufe of for her prefervation. 
What we ferve and honour God with, we may expect he will 
blefs and make comfortable to us._ (2.) That fhe fhould have 
all thofe, whofe fafety fhe had defired, in the houfe with her, 
and keep them there ; and that, at the time. of taking the town, © 
none of them fhould. dare'to ftir out of doors, ver..18, 10. 
This was a neceflary provifo: For Rahab’s kindred could not. 
be diftinguifhéd any other way, than by being in her diftinguith- 
ed houfe; fhould they mingle themfelves with their neigh- 
bours, there was no remedy, but the /word would devour one 
as well as another. It was a reafonable provifo, that. fince 
they were faved purely for Rahab’s fake, her houfe fhould have 
the honour of being their cattle; and that if they would not 
perifo with them that believed net, they thould thus far believe 
the certainty and feverity of the ruin coming upon their: city, 
as to retire into a sia Wa fafe by promife, as Noah into 
the ark, and Lot into Zoar, and fhould fave themfelves from 
this untoward generation, by feparating from them. It was 
likewife a fignificant provifo ; intimating to us, that thofe who . 
are added to the church that they may be faved, muft keep - 
clofe to the fociety of the faithful; and havitig e/zaped the cor= 
ruption that is in the world through heft, mult take heed of be- 
ing again entangled therein. (3.) That fhe fhould keep goun= 
fel, ver. 14, 20. If thow utter this our bufinefs, i. e. if thote 
betray us when we are gone, or if thou make this agree ° 
ment public, fo.as that others tie {carlet lines in their windows, . 
and fo confound us, then we will be quit of thine oath. They _ 
are unworthy of the fecret of the Lord, that know not how to 
keep it to themfelves when there is occafion. pe yay 
Fourthly, She then took effe@tual care to fecure her new. 
friends, and fent them out another way, James ii. 25. Having 
fully underftood the bargain they made with her, and confent- 
ed to it, ver. 21. fhe then Jet them down by a cord over the cim 
ty wall, ver. 15. the fituation of her hoife befriending theny 
herein, hus Paul made his efcape out of Damafcus, 2 Cor. 
xi. 33. She alfo directed them which way to go for their own: 
fafety, being better acquainted with the country than they were, - 
ver. 16. She direéts them to leave the high road, and ab- 
fcond. in the mountains till the purfuers were returned; for till) 
then they could not fafely venture over Jordan., Thofe that’ 
are in the way of God and their duty, may expect that provi-. 
dence will protect them; but. that will not excufe thent from: 
taking all prudent methods for their own fafety. God will 
keep us; but then we muft not wilfully expofe ourfelves.: 
Providence mutt be trufted, but not tempted, . Calvin thinks,’ 
that their charge'to Rhabab to keep this matter fecret, and not 
to utter it, was intended for her fafety, left the, boafting of her 
fecurity from the {word of Ifrael, fhould, -before they came to 
proteét her, fall into the hands of the king of Jericho, and be 
put to death for treafon:. Thus do they prudently advife her 
for her fafety, as fhe advifed them for theirs. And it is good 
advice, which we fhould at at any time be thankful for, to dake 
heed to ourfelves. ye eA sie 


ba’ & 


22 And they went, and came unto the moun- | 


tain, and abode there three days, until the pur-: 


fuers were returned. And the purfuers fought. 


them throughout all the way, but found them. 
not. 23 4] So the two men returned, and de~ 
Gao be Ge ie . feended 


‘Was in military éxecutions, might offer any violence to the 


- 
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-{cended from the mountain, and paffed over, 
and came to Jofhua the fon of Nun, and told 
him all things that befel them; 24 And they 
faid unto Jofhua, Truly the Lorp hath deli- 
vered into our hands all the land; for even all 
the inhabitants of the country do faint becaufe 
of us. — 


We have here the fafe return of the {pies Jofhua had fent, 

and the great encouragement, they brought with them: to Ifrael 

' to proceed in their defcent upon Canaan. Had they been 
minded to difcourage the people, as the evil fpies did that Mo- 
fes fent, they might have told them what they had obferved of 
the height and ftrength of the walls of Jericho, and the extra- 
ordinary vigilance of the king of Jericho, and how narrowly 
they efcaped out of his hands: But they were of another fpi- 
rit; and depending themfelves upon the divine promife, they 
animated Jofhua likewife. } : 

([1.] Their return in fafety was itfelf an encouragement to 
Jofhua, and a token for good. That God provided for them 
fo good a friend as Rahab was, in an enemy’s country ; and 
that notwith{tanding the rage of the king of Jericho, and the 


eagernefs of the purfuers, they were come back in peace, was — 


fuch an inftance of God’s great care concerning them for If- 
rael’s fake, as might affure the people of the divine conduét and 
care they were under, which would undoubtedly make the pro- 
grefs of their arms glorious. He that fo wonderfully protec- 
ted their fcouts, would preferve their men of war, and cover 
their heads in the day of battle. 
- {2.] The report they brought was much more encouraging ; 
ver. 24. . Al the inhabitants of the country, though refolved to 
ftand it out, yet do faint becaufe of us; they have neither wif- 
* dom to yield, nor courage to fight: Whence they conclude, 
Truly the Lord has delivered inio our hands all the land; it is 
all our own ; we have nothing to do in effect, but to take pof- 
feffion. Sinners frights are fometimes fare prefages of their 
fall. If we refift our {piritual enemies, they will flee before 
us 5 which will encourage us to hope, that in due time we fhall 
be more than conquerors. : 
desk eee CHA Py adits: . 
This chapter, and that which follows it, gives us the hiflory 
- of Ifrael’s paffing through Fordan inio Canaan; and a ve- 


ry memorable biflory itis. Long afier they are bid to 


remember, what God did for them between Shittim ( whence - 


they decamped, yer. 1.) and Gilgal, where they next 
” pitched, chap. iv. 19. Mic. vi. 5. that they might know the 
righteoufnefs of the Lord. By Fo/bua’s order they march- 

_ €d up to the river's fide, ver. 1. and then Almighty Power 
ted them through it. They paffed through the Red-fea 
unexpectedly, and in their fight by mgat; but they have 
"notice fome time before of their paffing through Jordan, 
and their expeétations raifed. 1. Tie people are direGed 
to follow the arb, ver. 2,—4. IL. They are commanded 
to fanétify themfelves, ver. 5.- Ill. The prie/s, with the 
ark, are ordered to lead the van, ver. 6. 1V. Fo/hua ts 


magnified, and made commander in chief, ver.7, 3, V.° 


Public nonce ts given of what God 1s about to do for 
them, ver. 9;—13. Wi. The thing is done, Forden is di- 
_ vided, and Ifrael brought fafely through wt, ver. 14,— 
az. “This was the Lord’s doing, and itis marvellous in 
j Our eyes. ic 
a ND Jofhua rofe early in the morning; and 
they removed from Shittim, and came to 
Vou, IL. 
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Jordan, he and all the children of Ifrael, and 
lodged there before they pafled over. 2 And 
it came to pafs after three days, that the ofli- 
cers went through the hoft; 3 And they com- 
manded the people, faying, When ye fee the 
ark of the covenant of the Lorp your God, and 
the priefts the Levites bearing it, then ye fhalt 
remove from your place, and go afterit. 4 
Yet there fhall be a {pace between you and it, 
about two thoufand cubits by meafure: come 
not near unto it, that ye may know the way by 
which ye mutt go: for ye have not pafled this 
way heretofore. 5 And Jofhua faid unto the 
people, Sanctify yourfelves: for to-morrow the 
Lorp will do wonders among you. . 6 And Jo- 
fhua {pake unto the priefts, faying, Take up the 
ark of the covenant, and pafs over before the 
people. And they took up the ark of the co- 
venant, and went before the people. 


Rahab, in mentioning to the {pies the drying up of the Red- 
Jea, chap. ii. 10. as that which the report of terrified the Ca- 
naanites more than any thing elfe, intimates, that they on 
that fide the water expected, that Jordan, that great defence 
of their country, would in like manner give way to them. 
Whether the Ifraelites had any expectation of it, doth not ap- 
pear. God often did things for them which they looked not for, 
Ifa. Ixiv. 3. Now here we are told, Riis @ 

Firfi, That they came to Fordan, and lodged there, ver. 1. 
Though they were not yet told-how they should pafs the river, 
and were unprovided for the «pafling of it in an ordinary way, 
yet they went forward in faith, having been told, chap. i. 11. 
that they fhould pafs it. We muft go on in-the way of our 
duty, though we forefee difficulties, trufting God to help us 
through them when we come to them. Leet us proceed as far 
as we can, and depend on, divine fufficiency for that which we 
find ourfeives not fufficient for. Inthis march Jofhua led them; 
and particular notice is taken of his: early rifing ; as there is 
afterwards upon other occafions, chap. vi. 12.—vii, 16.—vill. 
10.3; which intimates how little he loved his eafe, ‘how much 
he loved his bufinefs, and what care and. pains he was willing 
to take in it. “Lhofe that would bring great things to. pafs, 
mult rife early. Love not flecp, lef thou come to poverty. Jo- 
fhua herein fet a good example to the officers under him, and 
taught them to nife early, and to all that are in public {tations 
efpecially to attend continually to the duty of their place... _, 

_ Secondly, ‘That the, people were dire@ed to follow the ark. 
Officers were appointed to go throngh the hoft to give thefe 
direétions, ver. 2. that every Ifraelite might know both what 


_ to do, and what to depend upon. [1.] They might depend 


upon the ark to lead'them ; 2. e. upon God himfelf, of whofe 
prefence the ark was an inftituted. fign and token. It feems 
the pillar of cloud and fire was removed, elfe that had led them, _ 


_ unlefs we fuppofe that that now hovered over the ark, and fo 


they had a double guide ; honour was put upon the ark, and a 
defence upon that glory. It is called here the art of the cove= 
nant of the Lord their God. What greater encouragement could 
they have than this, that the Lord was their God, a God in 
covenant with them? for here was the ark of his covenant. If 
God be ours, we need not to fear any evil. And that he was 
nigh to them, prefent with them, went before them, what could 


come’ 
‘ 


for ye have not paffed this way heretofore. 
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come amifs to them that were thus guided, thus guarded ? For- 
merly the ark was carried in the midit of the camp; but now 
it went before them, to fearch outa refling-place for them, 
Numb: x. 33. and, as it were, to give them livery and feifin of 
the promifed land, -and put them in pofleffion of it. In the 
ark the tables of the law were, and over it the mercy-feat ; for 
the divine law and grace reigning in the heart are the fureft 
pledges of God’s prefence and favour; and thofe that would 
be led to the heavenly Canaan, mutt take the law of God for 
their guide, (Jf thow wilt enter into life, keep the commandments, ) 
and have the great propitiation in their eye; looking for the 
mercy of our Lord “Fcfus Chrift unto eternal life. {i2:) They 
might depend upon the priefts and Levites, who were appoint- 
ed for that purpofe to carry the ark before them. The work 
of minifters is, to hold forth the word of life, and to take care 
of the adminiftration of thofe ordinances, which are the tokens 
of God’s prefence, and the. inftruments of lis power and graces 
and herein they muft go before the people of God in the way 
to heaven. [3:] The people muft follow the ark. Remove 
from yous place, and go after it; (1.) As thofe that are refol- 
ved never to forfake it. Wherever God’s ordinances are, there 
we muft be; if they flit, we muft remove, and go after them. 
(2.) As thofe that are entirely fatisfied in its conduét, that it 
will lead in the bef& way to the beft end; and therefore, Lord, 
Lwill follow thee whitherfoever thou goef. This mutt be all 
their care, to attend thé motions of the ark, and follow it with 
an implicit faith. ‘Thus’ mult we walk after the rule of the 
word, and the diréGion of the Spirit in every thing ; fo thall 
peace be upon us, as it now was upon the Ifrael of God. They 
muft- follow the priefts as'far as they carried the ark, but no 
further ; fo, we mult follow our minifters only as they follow 
Chrift,. [4.] In following the ark, they mult Aeep their di- 
fiance, ver. 4. They muft none of them come within a thou- 
fand. yards of the ark : (1.) They mutt thus exprefs their aw- 
ful'and reverent regard to that token of God’s prefence, left 
its familiarity with them fhould breed contempt. ‘This charge 
‘to them, not to come near, was agreeable to that difpenfation 
of darknefs, bondage, and terror ; but we now through Chrift 
have accefs with boldnefs. (2.) Thus it was made to appear, 
‘that the ark was able to protedt itfelf, and needed not to be 


guarded by the men of war, but was itfelfa guard to them. 


With what.a noble defiance of the enemy did it leave all its 
friends half a mile behind, but the unarmed priefts that carried 
it, as perfectly fufficient for its own fafety, and theirs that fol- 
lowed it! (3.) Thus it was the better feen by thofé that were 
to. be led by it; that ye may know the way by which ye muft 
0, feeing it, as it were, chalked out, or tracked by the ark. 
Had they been allowed to come near it, they would have fur- 
rounded it, and none would have had the fight of it but thofe 
that were clofe'to it; but being put at fuch a diftance be- 
fore them, they would all have the fatisfaCtion of feeing it, 
and would*be animated by the fight. Atnd it was with good 
reafon that this provifion was made for their encouragement, 
This had been the 
charaéter of dll their way through the wildernefs, it was an 
untrodden path, but this efpecially through Jordan, While 
we are here, we muft expeét and prepare for unufual events, 
to pals ways that we have not paffed before ;’ and much 
more whtn we go hence, our way through the valley of the’ 
jfeadow of death, is a way we have not gone before, which 
makes it the more formidable. But if we have the aflurance 
of God’s prefence, we need not fear; that will furnifh us 


with fuch ftrength as we ‘never had, when we come to do a: 


work we never did, 
Thirdly, They were commanded ‘to fanctify themfelves, 
prepare to attend the ark, and good reafon'; for to-morrow the 


that come down from above: 2 
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Chap. Til. 


Lord will do wonders among you, ver. 5. See how magnifi. 
cently he {peaks of God’s works; he doth wonders, and is. — 
therefore to be adored, admired, and trufted in. See how in- 
timately’ acquainted Jofhua was with the divine counfels; he 
could tell beforehand what God would do, and when. See 
what preparation we muft make to receive the difcoveries of 


_ God’s glory, and the communications.ef his grace ; we muft 


fanctify ourfelves. This we mu{t do when we are to attend’ 
the ark, and God by it is about to do wonders among us; we 
mu{t feparate ourfelves from ail ‘other cares, devote ourfelves to- 
God’s honour, and cleanje ourselves from all filthinefs of flefo 


and fpirit. The people of Ifrael were now entering into the 


holy Jand; and therefore muft fandify themfelves..God was ~ 


about to give them uncommon ini{tances of his favour, which - 
by meditation and prayer they muft compofe their minds to a 
very careful obfervation of, that they might give God the glav . 


| ry, and take to themfelves the comfort of thefe appearances. 


Fourthly, The priefts were ordered to take up the ark, and 


| carry it befare the people, ver. 6. It was the Levites work, ore 
| dinarily to carry the ark, Numb. iv. 1s. But, on this great. — 
| occafion, the priefts were ordered to do it. And they did as» _ 


they were:commanded, took up the ark, and did not think them= 


| felves difparaged; went before the people, and did not think 
| themfelves expofed ;. the ark they carried was both their ho« 

| nour and their defence. 
- er of Mofes ufed, when the ark fet forward, Numb. x. 35. 


And now we may fuppofe that pray-_ 


Rife up, Lord, and let thine enemies be fcattered. -Magiftrates 


| are here inftructed to ftir up minifters to their work, and to 
| make ufe of their authority for the furtherance of religion ; mix~ 
| nifters muft likewife learn to go before in the way of God, and: «_— 
; not to fhrink or draw back when dangers are before them. | 
| They muft expect to be moft ftruck at; but they know whous: 


they have trufied. ; : oe 


| 


+ And the Lorp faid unto Jofiua, This — 


| day will 1 begin to magnify thee in the fight — 
of all Lrael, that they may know that as I was: 

| with Mofes, fo 1 will be with thee. 8 And thow 

| fhalt command the, priefts that bear-the ark‘ of 
the covenant, faying, When ye are come to the 

| brink of the water of Jordan, ye fhall ftand fill 
in Jordan. : 
' dren of Ifrael, Come hither, and hear the words~ 
‘of the Lorp your God. - 
| Hereby ye {hall know that the living God zs a-.: 
| mong you, and ¢hgt he will without fail drive 


9 {| And Jofhua faid unto the chil- — 


ro And Jofhua faid, 


out from before you the Canaanites, and the 


| Hittites, and the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and 
| the Girgafhites, and the Amorites, and the Je-. 


butites. 11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of . 


- the Lorp of all the earth pafleth over before you. 
| into Jordan. 
| men out of the tribes of Ifrael, out of every tribe - 
/a man. ind 
| as the foles of the feet of the priefts that bear 
| the ark of the Lorp, the Lorp of all the earth, 
| fhall reft in the waters of Jordan, ¢/at the wa- 
| ters of Jordan fhall be cut off from the. waters. 


12 Now therefore take ye twelve 


13 And it fhall come to pafs, as foon: 


thal 


a ee 


‘they delieved him, Exod. xiv. 31. 


them together, and they may illuftrate each other. 
commanded them to fanétify themfelves ; and therefore calls | 
them to hear the word of God, for that is the ordinary means 


\ 
‘Chap. III. 
We may obferve here how God’ honours Jofhua, and, by 


‘ 


‘this wendrous work he is about to do, defigns to make Ifrael 


know, that he is their governor. And then how Jofhua ho- 
nours God, and endeavours by it to. make Ifrael know that he 
is their God. Thus thofe that honour God he will honour ; 


-and thofe whom he has advanced, fhould do what they can in 


their places to exalt him. 

- Firft, God {peaks to Jofhua, to put honour upon him, ver. 
WE 8. 3 ze 

[1.] It was a great honour God did him, that he fpake to 
him, as he had done to Mofes, from off the mercy-feat, before 


the priefts removed it with the ark. This would make Jofhua 


eafy in himfelf, and great among the people, that God was 
pleafed to fpeak fo familiarly to him. 

- [{2.] That he defigned to magnify him in the fight of all If- 
xael. - He had told him before, he would be with him, chap. 
i. 5. that comforted him ; but now all Ifrael fhall fee it, and 
‘that magnified him. Thofe are truly great with whom God 
is, and whom he employs, and’ owns in his fervice. God 
magnified him, becaufe he would have the people magnify him. 
Pious magiftrates are to be highly honoured and efteemed as 
public bleflings ; and the more we fee of God with them, -the 
more we fhould honour them. 
fea, Ifrael was convinced that God was with Mofes in bring- 
ing them out of Egypt ; therefore they are faid to be baptized 
unio Mofes in the fea, 1 Cor. x. 2. And upon that occafion 
And now, by the divid- 
ing of Jordan, they fhall be convinced, that God is in like 
‘manner with Jofhua, in bringing them into Canaan. God 
had magnified Jofhua before on feveral occafions ; but now he 
began to magnify him as the fucceflor of Mofes in the govern- 
ment. Some have obferved, it was at the banks of Jordan 
that God began to magnify Jofhua, and at the fame place he 
began to magnify our Lord Jefus as Mediator ; for John was 
baptizing at Bethabara, the houfe of paffage ; and there it was, 
that when our Saviour was baptized, it was proclaimed con- 
cerning him, This is my beloved Son. 

. [3.] That by him he gave orders‘to the priefts themfelves, 


_ though they were his immediate attendants : ver. 8. Thou /halt 


command the priefts, 1. e. thou fhalt make known to them the 


~ divine command.in this matter, and take care that they obferve 
it, to ftand {till at the brink of Jordan while the, waters part, 


that it may appear to be at the prefence of the Lord, of the migh- 
ty God of Facob, that Jordan ‘is driven back, Pfal. cxiv. 5, 
+. God could have divided the river without the priefts, 
but they could’ not without him. | The priefts muft herein fet 
a good example to the people, and teach them to do’ their ut- 


mott in the fervice of God, and truft him for/help in time of | 
Leeds ee : 


Secondly, Jothua fpeaks to the people ; and therein honours 
Godot s: 


- 31ff, He demands. attention, ver. 9. Come’hither to me; as 


_ many as can come within hearing, and before you fee the works, 


hear the words of the Lord your God, that you may compare 
He had 


of fan&tification, John xvii. 17. 

~ adly, He now tells them at length, by what way they fhould 
pafs over Jordan, by the ftopping of its flream, ver. 13. The 
waters of Fordan fball be cut of. God could by a fudden and 
miraculous froft have congealed the furface, fo that they might 
all have gone over upon the ice; but that being a thing fome- 
times done, even in that country, by the ordinary power of 
nature, Job xxxviii. 30. it would not have been fuch an hon- 
our to Ifrael’s God, nor fuch a terror to Ifrael’s_ enemies; it 


By the dividing of the Red- | 


ia Oo & W OM. ag 


mutt therefore be done in fuch a Way as had no precedent, but 
the dividing of the Red-fea: And that miracle is here repeated, 
to fhew that God has the fame power to finifh the falvation of 
his people that he had to begin it, for he is the /pha and the 
Omega; and that the word of the Lord (as the Chaldee read 
it, ver. 7.) the effential, eternal Word, was as truly with Jo- 
fhia as he was with Mofes. And by the dividing of the wa- 
ters from the waters, and the making of the dry land to ap- 
pear which had been covered, God would mind them of that 
which Mofes by revelation had inftru@ed. them in, concerning 
the work of creation, Gen. 1. 6, 9.3 that, by what they now 
faw, their belief of that which they there read might be aflift- 
ed, and they might know that the God whom they worfhip- 
ped, was the fame God that made the world, and it was the 
fame power that was engaged and employed for them, 

3dly, The people having been direéted before to follow the 
atk, are here told that it fhould pa/s before them into Fordan, 
ver. rt. Obferve, (1.) The ark of the, covenant mult be 
their guide. During the reign of Mofes, the cloud was theit 
guide ; but now, in Jofhua’s reign, the ark; both vifible figns 
of God’s prefence and prefidency: But divine grace under 
the Mofaic difpenfation, was wrapt up as in a cloud, and co- 
vered with a vail, but by Chrift, our Yo/bua, it is revealed in 
the ark of the covenant unvailed. (2.) It is called the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord of all the earth. He that is your 
God, ver. 9. in covenant with you, is the Lord of all the earth; 
has both right and power to command, controul, ufe and dif- 
pofe of all nations, of all creatures. He is the Lord of all the 


earth ; therefore he needs not you, nor can he be benefited - 


by you; therefore it is your honour and happinefs to have him 
in covenant with you; if he be yours, all the creatures are at 
your fervice, and when he pleafeth, fhall be employed for you. 
When we are praifing and worfhipping God as Ifrael’s God, 
and ours through Chrift, we muft remember that he is the 
Lord of the whole earth, and reverence him, and truft: in him 


accordingly. Some obferve an accent in. the original, which 


they think direéts us to tranflate it fomewhat more emphatical- 
ly, Behold, the ark of the covenant, even the ark of the Lord, 
or even of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth, (3.) They 
ate told, that the ark fhould pa/s before them into Fordan. 
God would not appoint them to go any where,. but where he 
himfelf would go before them, and go with them ;. and’ they 
might fafely venture, even into Jordan itfelf, if the ark of the 
covenantlead them. While we make God’s precepts our rule, 


- his promifes our ftay, and*his providence our guide, we need 


not dread the greateft difficulties we may meet: with in the 
way of duty.. That promife is fure to all the feed, Ifa. xliii. 
2. When thou paffeft through the waters, I will be qmith thee 
and through the rivers, they fhall not overflow ibec. 
4thly, From what God was now about to do for them, he 
infers an aflurance of what he would yet further do. This he 


» mentions firft, fo much was his heart upon.it, and fo great a 


fatisfaGtion did it give him, ver. 10. Hereby ye fhall know that 
the living God (the true God, and God of power, not one of 
the dead gods of the heathen) is among you, though you fee 
him not, nor are to have any image of him; is among you to 
give you law, fecure your welfare, and receive your homage ; 
is among you in this great undertaking now before you; and 
therefore you fhall, nay, he himfelf, vill’ without fail, drive 
out from before you the Canaanites. So that the dividing of 


_ Jordan was intended to be to them, (1.) A fure token of 


God’s prefence with them. By this they could not but Anow 
that God was among them, unlefs their unbelief was as obftinate 
again{t the moft convincing evidence, as that “of their fathers 
was, who prefently after God had divided the Red-fea before 
them, impedently afked; Zs the Lord among us, or is he not? 

C2 Exod. 


- 


J 8. 


Exod. xvii. 7. {2.) A fure pledge 6f the conqueft of Ca. 
_ naan. If the living God is among you, expelling he will expel 
(fo the Hebrew phrafe is) from before you the Canaanites. He 
will do it certainly, and do it effectually ; what fhould hinder 
him ? What can ftand in his way, before whom rivers are di- 
vided, and dried up? The forcing of the lines was a certain 
prefage of the ruin of all their hofts: How could they ftand 
their ground, when Jordan itfelf was driven back? When 
they had not courage to difpute this pafs, but trembled at the 
approach of the mighty God of Facob, Plal. exiv. 7. what op- 
pofition could they ever make after this? This aflurance which 
Jothua here gives them, was fo well grounded, as that it would 
cnable one Hraelite to chafe.a thoufand Canaanites, and two 
to put ten thoufand to flight: And it would be abundantly 
{trengthened by remembering the fong of Mofes, diated for- 
ty years before, which plainly foretold the dividing of Jordan, 
and the influence that would have upon the driving out of the 
Canaanites, Exod. xv. 15, 16,17. The inhabitants of Ca- 
naan Jhall melt away, and fo be effectually driven out; they 
fhall be as fill as a fione, till thy people pass over, and then thou 
thalt bring them in and plant them. Note, God’s glorious ap- 
pearances for his church and people, ought to be improved by 
us-for the encouragement of our faith and hope for the future. 
As for God, his work is perfed. If Jordan’s flood cannot 
keep them out, Canaan’s force cannot turn them out again. 
sthly, He direéts them to get twelve men ready, one of 
each tribe, who muft be within call, to receive fuch. orders as 
Jofhua thould afterwards give them, ver. 12. It doth not ap- 
pear that they were to attend the priefts, and alk with them 
when they carried the ark; that they might more immediate- 
ly be witneffes of the wonders done by it, as fome think; but 
they were to be at hand for the fervice they were called to, 
‘chap. iv. 4. 


20 


14 J And it came to pafs when the people 
removed from their tents, to pafs over Jordan, 
and the priefts bearing the ark of the covenant 
before the people; 15 And as they that bare 
the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet 
of the priefts that bare the ark were dipped in 
the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth 
all his banks all the time of harveft) 16 That 
the waters which came down from above, ftood 
and rofe up upon an heap very far from the city 
Adam, that is befide Zaretan: and thofe that 
came down toward the fea of the plain, even 
the falt-fea, failed, and were cut off: and the 
people pafled over right againft Jericho. Py 
And the priefts that bare the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lorn ftood firm on dry ground in 
the midft of Jordan, and all the Ifraelites paffed — 
over on dry ground, until all the people were 
pafied clean over Jordan. 

Here we have a fhort and plain account of the dividing of 
the river Jordan, and the paflage of the children of Ifrael 
through it. The ftory is not garnifhed with the flawers. of 
‘rhetoric; gold needs not to be painted; but it tells us, in fhort, 
matter of fact. , 

Li.] That this river was now broader and deeper than ufu- 
ally it was at other times of the year, ver. 15. ‘The melting 
of the now on the mountains of Lebanon, near which this ri- 


* fometimes, as here, 
_ to imagine how, when the courfe of this ftrong and rapid: 


| my that fhall be deftroyed. 


all the people paffed over, ver. 
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ver had its rife, was the occafion, that, at-the time of harveft 
barley-harveft, which was in the {pring of the year, Jordan o- 
verflowed all his banks. This great froft, jult at that time, . 
(which providence might have reftrained for once, or have or- 
dered their going over at another time of the year,) very muchy 
magnified the power of God, and his kindnefs to Ifrael. Note, 
Though the oppofition given to the falvation of God’s people 
have all imaginable advantages, yet God can and will conquer 
it. Let the banks of Jordan be filled to the brink, filled til 
they run over, it is as eafy to Omnipotence to divide them, 
and dry them up, as if they were ever fo narrow, ever fo fhal- 
low ; it is all one with the Lord. _ j 

[2.] That as foon as ever the feet of the priefts dipt in the 
brim of the water, the flream {topt immediately, as if a fluice 
had been let down to dam it up, ver. 15,.16. So that the 
waters above fwelled, ftood on an heap, and run back; and 
yet, as it fhould feem, did not fpread, but congealed ;. which 
unaccountable rifing of the river, was obferved with amazement 
by thofe that lived upwards upon it many miles off, and the 
remembrance of it remained among them long after; the — 
waters on the other fide this invifible dam ran down of courfe, 
and left the bottom of the river dry as far downwards, it is 
likely, as they {welled upwards. When they paffed through — 
the Red-fea, the waters were a wall on either hand; here on- 
ly on the right hand. Note, The God of nature can, when. 
he pleafeth, change the courfe of nature, and alter its proper- 
ties; can turn fluids into folids, qwaters into franding rocks, a» — 
on the contrary, rocks into flanding waters, to ferve his own 
purpofes. See Pfal..cxiv. 5, 8. What cannot God do? 
What will he not do for the perfeting of his peoples falvation?. 
Sometimes he cleaves the earth with rivers, ‘Hab, iii. 9. and 
cleaves the rivers without earth. It is eafy - 


ftream was arrefted on a fudden, the waters roared and were. 
troubled, fo that the mountains {eemed to fbake with the [welling 
thereof, Pfal. xlvi. 3.5; how the floods lifted up their voice, the 
floods lifted up their waves, while the Lord on high foewed, — 


_ Aimfelf mightier than the noife of thefe many waters, Pfal. xciii. 


3, 4- With reference to this, the prophet afks, Was the Lord: 
difpleafed againft the rivers? was thine anger againft the ri- 
vers? Hab. ti 8. No; Thou wentef forth for the falvation. 
of thy people, ver. 13. In allufion to this, it is foretold, among. 
the great things God will do for the gofpel-church in the lat. 
ter days, that the great river Euphrates fhall be dried up, that. 
the way of the kings of the eaf may be prepared, Rev. xvi. 12. 
When the time is come for Ifrael’s entrance into the land of. 
promife, all difficulties fhall be conquered ; mountains hall bem 
come plain, Zech. iv. 7. and rivers become dry, for the ran-. 
Somed of the Lord to pafs over. When we have finihed our- 
pilgrimage through this wildernefs, death will be like this Jor. 
dan between us and the heavenly Canaan 3 but the ark of the: 
covenant has prepared us a way through it, it is the laft ene-. 
[3.} That the people paffed over right againfl. ‘ richo g. 
which was, 1. An inftance 4 their boldaeh eee gee if 
fiance of their enemies. Jericho was one of the {trongeft ci- 


ties, and yet they dare face it at their firft entrance, . 2. It 


| Was an encouragement to them to venture through Jordan ; for. 


Jericho was a goodly. city, and the country about it extremely 
pleafant. Having that in view as their awn, . what difficulties. 
could difcourage them from taking poffefion? 2. It would. 


| increafe the confufion and terror of their enemies ; who, no 
— doubt, ftri@tly obferved their motions, and weret 
— fpectators of this work. of wonders, » eee 


he amazed, 


[4-] That the priefls flood fill in the mig of Par danab hile 
47. There the ark was appoint. 
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 fage of Tfrael through Jordan. 


ed to be, to fhew that the fame power that parted the waters, 
kept them parted as long as there was occafion ; and had not 
the Divine Prefénce, of which the ark was a token, been their 
fecurity, the waters had returned upon them and buried them. 
There the priefts were appointed to ftand. ftill, (1.) To-try 
their faith, whether they could venture to take their poft when 
God afligned it them, with mountains of water over their 
heads: As they made-a bold {tep when they fet the firft foot 
into Jordan, fo now they made a bold ftand-when they tarried 


Tongeft'in Jordan ; but they knew they carried their own pro- 


tection with them. Note, Minifters in times of peril fhould 
be examples of courage, and confidence in the Divine Good- 
nefs. _(2.) It was to encourage the faith of the people, that 
they might go triumphantly.into Canaan, and fear sic evil, no 
not in this valley of the fhadow of death (for fo the divided 
river was ;) being aflured of God’s prefence, which interpofed 
between them and the greateft danger, between them and the 
proud waters, which otherwife had gone over their fouls. Thus, 
in the greateft dangers, the faints are comforted with his rod 


and his flaf, Plal. xxiii. 4. 


rue CETL Aes el Mie tratay Sct 
This chapter gives a farther account of the miraculous paf- 
TI. The provifion that 


was made at that time to preferve the memorial of it, by 


twelve flones fet.up in Jordan, ver. 9. and other twelve + 


Jfiones taken up out of Jordan, ver. 1,—8. Il. The march 
_ of the people through Fordan’s channel, the two tribes 
_ firft, then all the people, and the priefis that bare the ark 

Jaji, ver. 10,—14. JI]. The clofing of the waters again 

upon their coming up with the ark, ver.15,—19. IV. 
_ The ereéting of the monument in Gilgal to’ preferve the 
. remembrance of this work of wonder to pcfterity, ver. 
- 20,—24. 1 Sigs 

A D it came to pafs when all the people 
; were clean pafied over Jordan, that the 
Lorp {pake unto Jofhua, faying, 2 Take you 
twelve men out of the people, out_of every tribe 
aman. 3 And command you them, faying, 
Take you hence out of the midft*of Jordan, 
out of the place where the priefts feet ftood 
firm, twelve ftones, and ye fhall carry them 


ever with you, and leave them in the lodging- 
place where you fhall lodge this night. 4 


‘Then Jofhua called the twelve men, whom he 
had prepared of the children of Ifrael, out of 
every tribeaman. 5 And Jofhua faid unto. 


them, Pafs over before the ark of the Lorp your 


God into the midft of Jordan, and take ye up 
every man of you a ftone upon his fhoulder, 
according unto the number of the tribes of the 


children of Ifrael: 6 That this. may be a fign- 


among you, that when your children afk their 


- fathers in time to come, faying, What mean 


you by thefe ftones? 7 Then ye fhall anfwer: 


them, That the waters. of Jordan were cut off 


before the ark of the covenant of the Lorp,. 
when it pafléd over Jordan; the waters of Jor- 
dan were cut off: and thefe ftones fhall be. for. 
-@ memorial unto the children of If{rael for ever. 
8 And the children of Ifrael: did fo as Jofhua 


* 


- of them. 


~ nument. 
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commanded, and took up twelve ftones out of 
the midit of Jordan, as the Lorp fpake unto 
Jofhua, according to the number of the tribes 
of the children of Ifrael, andscarried them over 
with them unto the place where they lodged, 
and laid them down there. g And Joihua fet 
up twelve ftones in the midft of Jordan, in the 
place-where the feet of the priefts which bare 
the ark of the covenant ftood: and they are 
there unto this day. 

- We may well imagine how bufy Jofhua and all the men of 
war were while they were pafling over Jordan, when, befides: 
their own marching into an enemy’s country, and in the-face of 
the enemy, which could not but occafion them many thoughts 
of heart, they had their wives, and children, and families, their 
cattle, and tents, and all their effects. bag and baggaye, to con- 
yey by this ftrange and untrodden path ; which we may fip- 
pofe, either very muddy, or very {tony, troublefome to the: 


‘weak,-and frightful to the timorous, the defcent to the bottom 


of the river, and the afcent out'of it fteep; fo that every man, 
muft needs have his head full of care, and his hands full of bu- 
finefs and Jofhua more than any of them. And yet, in the 
midft of all his hurry, care mut be taken to perpetuate the me- 
morial of this wondrous work of God, and this care might not 
be adjourned to a time of greater leifure, Note, How much 
foever we haye to do of bufinefs for ourfelves, and our families,. 
we mult not negle& or omit what we have to do for the glory. 
of God, and-the ferving of his honour; fur that is our beft bu- 
finefss Now, 

Firff, God gave orders for the preparing of this memorial... 
Had Jofhua done it without divine. diregtion, it might have. 
looked like a defign to perpetuate his own name and honour ;.. 
nor would it have commanded fo facred: and venerable a regard 
from pofterity,.as now, when God himfelf appointed it. Note, 
God’s works of wonder ought to. be kept in everlafting remem-- 
brance, and means devifed for the preferving of the memorial. 
Some of the Ifraelites that pafled over Jordan, per- 
haps were fo ftupid, and fo little affeted with this great favour of 
God to them, that they were inno care to have. it remembered, . 
while others, it may be, were fo much affeéted with it, and had fugh 
deep. impreflions made upon them by it, that they thought there: 
needed no memorial of it fo be erected ;. the heart-and, tongue. 
of every [fraelite in every age would be a living lafting monu— 
ment.of it. But God knowing their frame, and how apt.theyy ~ 
had been foon to forget his works,. ordered. an expedient for. 
the Reeping of this in remembrance to all generations; that thofe 
who could not,.or. would not read the record: of it.in the facred: 
hiftory, might come to.the knowledge of it by the. monument» 
fet up in remembrance of it, which the common tradition of the. 
country would be an explication of :. It would likewife.ferve to- 
corroborate the proof of the matter of fact, and would remain» 
a ftanding evidence of it tothofe that.in after-ages might quei~ 
tion the truth of it. a 

A monument is-to be-ereéted; and; (1.)*Jofhua, as chief’ 


_ captain, muft give directions abont it;.ver. 1. When all the. 


people were clean paffed over Fordan, not fo muctr as. the feeble, 
that were the hindmoft of them, left behind; fo that God. had. 
done his work:compleatly, every Ifraelite got fafe into. Canaan 3: 
then God fpake unto Jofhua to provide materials. for.this mo~ 
It is the pious conjecture of the_learned Bithop Pa- 
trick, that Jofhua.was gone into fome place of retirement, to 
return thanks immediately. for this wonderful mercy ; .and then: 
God met him, and {pake thus:to him. Or, perhaps, it was by 
Eleazar the prieft, that God gave thefe-and other inftruétions: 

tor 


© -¢hen fetched. out of it. 
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to Jofhua ;. for though he isnot mentioned here, yet when Jo- 
fhua was ordained by the impofition of hands to this great truft, 
God appointed that Eleazar fhould a/ counfel for him, after the 
judgment of Urim 3 and at his word, Fofoua, and all the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, muf? go out and come in, Numb. XXvi, 21. (2.) 
One man out of each tribe, and he a chofen man, muft be em- 
ployed to prepare materials for this monument, that each tribe 
might have the {tory told them by one of themfelves, and each 


tribe might contribute fomething to the glory of God thereby, * 


ver. 2, 4. Out of every tribe a man. Not the Levites only, but 
every Ifraelite muft, in his place, help to make knoan fo the 
fons of men God’s mighty aGis, Pfal. -cxlv. 12. ‘The two tribes, 
though feated already in their poffeflion, yet fharing in the mer- 
-cy, muft lend a hand to the memorial of it. (3.) The {tones 
that mult be fet up fer this memorial, are ordered to be taken 
out of the midft of the channel, (where, probably, there lay a- 
bundance of great ftones,) and as near as might be, from the 
very place where the priefts ftood, with the ark, ver. 3, 5. 
"This intended monument deferved to have been-made of {tones 
curioufly cut with the fineft and moft exquifite art; but thefe 
{tones out of the bottom of the river were more natural, and 
more apt indications of the miracle. Let pofterity know by 
this, that Jordan was driven back, for thefe very {tones were 
In the inftitution of figns, God always 
chofe that which was moft proper and fignificant, rather 
that which is pompous or curious; for God hath chofen 
the foolifh things of the world. Thefe twelve men, after they 
got over Jordan, muft be fent back to the place where the ark 


{tood, being permitted to come near it, which others might-not, ~ 


for this fervice: Pa/t over before the ark, ver. 5. i. e. into the 
prefence of the ark, which now ftands in the midft of Jordan, 
and thence fetch thefe flones.  (4.) The ufe.of thefe {tones is 
here appointed, for a /ign, ver. 6.; a memorial, ver. 7. They 
would give occafion to the children to afl their parents, in time 
to come, how thofe flones came thither? probably the land about 
not being ftony: And then the parents would inform them, 
as they themfelves had been informed, that in this place Jordan 
-was divided by the almighty power of:God, to give Ifrael paf- 
fage into Canaan, as Jofhua-enlargeth on this head,-ver. 22, &e. 
Secondly, According to thefe orders the thing was done. 


1/#, Twelve {tones were taken up out of the mid{t of Jordan, — 


-and carried, in the fight of the people, to the place where they 
chad their head-quarters that night, ver. 4. It is probable the 
-ftones they took.avere as big as they.could well carry, and as 
near as might be of a fize and-fhape. “But.whether they went 
away with them immediately to the place, or whether they flaid 


-to attend the ark, and kept pace with the folemn proceflion of | 


that, to grace its triumphant entry into Canaan, is not certain. 
By thefe ftones which they were ordered to take up, God did 


“as it were give them livery and feifin of this good land; it is 


all their own, let-them enter and take poffeffion: Therefore 
what thefe twelve did, the children of Ifrael.are {aid to do, ver. 
8. becaufe they were the reprefentatives of their refpective tribes. 
In allufion to this, we may obferve,” That the Lord Jefus, our 
Jofhua, when, having -overcome the fharpnefs of death, and 
-dried up that Jordan, he had opened that kingdom of heaven 
to all believers, he appointed his twelve apoftles, according to 
the number of the tribes of Ifrael, by the memorial of the ge- 
fpel to tranfmit the knowledge of this to:remote places, and fu- 
ture ages. 

2dly, Other twelve ftones (probably much Jarger than:the 
other, for we read not that they were each of them one man’s 
_ Toad) were fet up in the midft of Fordan, ver. g.; piled up fo 
high in a heap or pillar, as that the top of it might be feen a- 
‘bove water when the river was low, or feen in the water when 
a was clear; or at leat the noife or commotion of the water 


-his banks, as they did before. 


pafling over it would be obfervable, ‘and the bargemen would 
avoid it, as they do a rock. Some way or other, it is likely, 
it was difcernible, fo as to notify the very place where the ark 
{tood, and to ferve for a duplicate to the other monument, which 
was to be fet up on dry land in Gilgal, for the confirming of 


its teftimony, and the preferving of its tradition. The fign be- - 


ing doubled, no doubt, the thing was certain. 


10 F For the priefts which bare the ark ftood 


in the midft of Jordan, until every thing was 
finifhed that the Lorp commanded Jofhua te 


{peak unto the people, according to all that 


Mofes commanded Jofhua: and the people 
hafted and pafled over. rz And it came to pafs 


when all the people were clean paffed over, that 


the ark of the Lorp pafled over, and the priefts 
in the prefence of the people. 12 And the chil- 
dren of Reuben, and the children of Gad, and 


half the tribe of Manaffeh, paffed over armed — 


before the children of Ifrael, as Mofes fpake un- 


to them: 13 About forty thoufand prepared 


for war, pafled over before the Lorp unto bat- 
tle, to the plains of Jericho. 


Ifrael; and.they feared him, as they feared Mo-. 
fes, all'the days of his life. 15 And the Lorp 
{pake unto Jofhua, faying, 16 Command the 
priefis that ‘bear the ark of the teftimony, that 
they come up out of Jordan. 17 Jofhua there- 
fore commanded the priefts, faying, Come ye 
up out of Jordan. 18 And it came to pafs when 


the priefts that bare the ark of the covenant of - 
the Lorn, were come up-out of the midft of Jor- 


dan, and-the foles.of the priefts feet were lift 


up unto the dry land, that the waters of Jordan 


réturned unto their place, and flowed. over all 
19 @ And the 
people.came up out of Jordan on the tenth day 


of the firft month, and encamped in Gilgal, in. 


the eaft borderf Jericho. 


The infpired hiftorian feems to be fo well pleafed with his 


fubject here, that he is loth to go.off it, and is therefore very 


_ particular in -his narrative, efpecially, in obferving how-clofely — 


Jofhua purfued the orders:'God gave him, . and that he did no- 
thing without divine direétion, finithing.all that the Lord hath 
commanded him, (ver.¥0.)3 which is alfo faid to be what Mo- 
fes: commanded. We read not of any particular commands 


that Mofes gave Jofhua about'this matter, the thing was alto- 
gether new to hin. It muft therefore be underftood: of the ge- 


neral inflru€tions Mofes had given him to follow the divine 


144 On that day 
the Lorp magnified Jofhua in the fight of all 


at 


conduct, to deliver that to the people which he had received of | 


the Lord, and to take all occafions to mind them of their duty 


to God, as the beft return for his favours to them. This which 


-Mofes, avho was now dead and gone, had faid to him, he had | 


in mind at this time, and did accortlingly. tis well for us to 


_ have the good inftructions that have been given us ready to us, 


when we have occafion for them. 


[1.] All thegcople hafted and paffed over, ver.10. Some 


| underftand it of the twelve men that carried the ftones ; but it 
_ fecms rather to be meant of the body of the people ; for tho’ 


an 
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an account was given of their pafling over, ver. 1. yet here it 
is repeated for the fake of this circumftance, which was to be 
added, that they paffed over in hatte ; either, becaufe Jofhua 
by their officers ordered them to make hafte, for it was to be 
but one day’s work, and they moft not /eave a hoof bebind ; 


or perhaps it was their own inclination’ that haftened them. ~ 


(:.) Some halted, becaufe they were act able to trutt God ; 
they were afraid the waters {ould return upon them, being 
confcious of guilt, and diffident of the divine power and good- 
nefs. (2.) Others, becaufe they were ‘not willing to tempt 
God to continue the miracle longer than needs muft ; nor 
would they put the patience of the priefts that bare the ark too 
much to the ftretch by unneceflary delay. (3.) Others, be- 
caufe they were eager to be, in Canaan, and would thus fhew 
how much they longed after that pleafant land. (4.) Thofe 
that confidered leaft, yet hafted becaufe others did. He that 
believeth, doth not make hafte to anticipate God’s counfels, 
but doth make hafte to attend them; Ha, xxviii. 16. 

[2+] The two tribes and a-half led the van, ver. 1 25/33 
So they had promifed when they had their lot given them on 
that fide Jordan, Numb. xxxit. 27.5 and Jofhua had lately 
minded them of their promife, chap. i. 14.° It was fit they 
that had the firft fettlement (hould be the firft in the encounter 


' of difficulties, the rather, becaufe they had not the incumber- 


ance of famihes with them asthe other tribes had, and they 
were all chofen men, and fit for fervice, ready armed.» It was 
a good providence that they had fo {trong a body to fead them 
én, and would be an encouragement to the refit. And the two 
tribes had no reafon to complain. The polt of danger is the 
polt of honour... 

[3-] When all the people were got clear to the other fide, 
the priefts with the ark came up out of Jordan. This, one would 
think, fhould have been done of courfe; their own reafon 
would tell them, that now there wasno more. occafion for 
them ; and yet they.did not ftira ftep till Jofhua orderéd'them 
to move; and Jothua didnot order: thera out. of Jordan, till 
God dire&ted him to do fo, ver. 1 5, 16, 17. So obfervant 
were they of Jofhua, and he of God;. which was their praife, 


_ a8 it was their happinefs to be under fo good a condua. How 


low a condition foever God may at any time bring his priefts 
or people to. let them patiently wait, till by his providence he 
thall call them up out of it, as the, priefts here were called to 
come up out of fordan; and let them not-be weary of waiting 
while they have the tokens of God’s prefence with them, even 


the ark of the covenant, in the depth of their adverfity.:. 


[4.] As foon as ever the priefts and the ark were come up 
‘out of Jordan, the waters of the river. ,which had ftood on a 
heap, gradually flowed down according to. their. nature and 
ufual courfe, and foon filled the channel again, ver. 18, This 
makes it yet more evident, that the ftop that had now been 
given to the river, was not from any fecret natural caufe, but 
purely from the power of God’s prefence, and for the fake of 
his Hrael ; for. when Iftael’s turn was ferved; and.the token of 
his prefence was removed, immediately the water went forward. 
again: So that if it be afked, What ailed thee, O Fordan, 
that thou waft driven back ? it matt be anfwered, ‘I hat it was 
purely. in obedience to the-God of Ifracly and in kindnefs to 
the Ifrael of God. There is therefore none, Jide unto - God 
of Felburum Happy alfo art thou, O Lfrael :. Who is like un- 
ee O people sists obferve here, by way of allufion, that 
when the ark, and the priefts that bare it; are removed from 
any place, tlre flood-gates are drawn up, the defence is departed, 


_ * and an inundation. of judgnients- is to be expected prefently. 
_ 'Thofe.that are unchurched, will foon be undone. 
is departed, if the ark be taken, 


The glory; 
{5-] Notice. is taken-of the honour put upon Jofhua by all 


be Soy Bae 23 


this, ver. 14. On that day the Lord magnified Fofcua; both 
by the fellowfhip he admitted him to with him(elf, {peaking to 
him, upon all occafions, and being ready.to be confulted by 
him, and by the authority he confirmed him in, over both 
prieits and people. Thofe that honour God, he will honour ; 
and-wihen he will magnify a man, as he had fuid he would 
magnify Jofhua, (chap. iti. 9.) he will do it efeCtually. Yet 
it was not for Jofhua’s fake only that he was thus magnified, 

but to put him in a capacity of doing fo much the more fervice 
to Ifrael ; for hereupon they feared him, a8 they feared Mo- 

fes. See here what is the belt and fureft way to command 

the refpects of inferiors, and to’ gain theif reverence and ob- 

fervance 3. not by bluftering and threatening, and cartying ic 

with a high hand; but by holinefs and love, and all pofhible 

indications of a conftant regard to their welfaré, and to God’s 

willand honour. Thofe are feared in the beft manner, and 

to the beft purpofe, who make it to appear that God is with 

them, and that they {et him before them. Thofe that are fanc-. 
tified are truly magnified, aad are worthy of double honour, . 
Favourites of heaven fhould be looked on with awe... 

[6.] An account is kept of the time of this: great event,. 
ver. 19. It was on the tenth day af the firft month, jul forty 
years ince they came out of Egypt, wanting five days... God. 
had faid in his wrath that they fhould wander forty years in the- 

_ wildernefs ; but to make up that forty, wes taken in the frit year, . 
which was thén paft, and had been a year of triumph in their deli- 
verance out of Egypt; and this laft which had beena year of tri- 
umph likewife on the other fide Jordan; fo that all the forty were 
not years of forrow: And at laft he brought them into Canaan 


» five days before thé forty years were ended, to fhew how little 


pleafuré God takes in punilhing, how fwift he is to thew mer- 
cy, and that for the elects fake the days of trouble are Sbortened, . 
Mat. xxiv. 22. God ordered it fo that they fhould enter Ca- 
naan four days before the annual folemnity of the paflover, and 
om the very day when the preparation for it was to begin, .. 


~ Exod. xii. 3.3; becaufe he would have their entrance into, Ca-- 


naan graced ‘and fan@ified witli that religious feaft, and would - 
have them then‘ to be minded of their deliverance out of Egypt;:. 


" that comparing them together, God might be glorified as the - 


Alpha and Omega of their bi&. 


20.4 And thofe twelve ftones which they 
took out of Jordan, did Jothua pitch in Gilgal.. 
21 And he fpake unto the children of Ifrael,.. 
-faying, When your children. fhall afk (herr-fa-., 
thers in time to come, faying, What mean thefe- 
ftones? 22 Then ye fhalllet your children know, 
‘faying, Hrael came over-this fordan on dry land. 
_ 23 For the Lorp your God dried-up the waters. 
_ of Jordan trom before you, until ye were patied 
over, as-the Lorp your God did. to the Red-fea,. 
which he dried up from before us, until we were 
gone. over: 24 That all the people of the earth 
might know the hand of the Lorp, that it iy: 


| mighty: that ye might fear the Lorp.your God. 
) for ever. 


The twelve {tones which were /aid down in Gilgal, ver. 8, 
are here fet up, either one upon another, yet fo.as that they. 
might be diftinétly counted, or one by another in rows ; for 
after they were fixed, they are not called a heap of ftones, but. | 
thefe ftones. ‘ : 

[t,] It is here fuppofed, that pofterity would inquire into. 
the meaning of them, fuppofing them intended for a memorial « ~ 

Youn 


wa. 


Your children foall af their fathers, (for whom elfe fhould they 
afk?) What mean thee flones ? Note, Thofe that will be wife 
when they are old, mutt be inquifitive when they are young. 
Our Lord Jefus, though he had in himfelf the fulnefs of know- 
ledge, has, by his example, taught children and young people 
to hear and afk queftions, Luke ii. 46. Perhaps when John 
was baptizing in Jordan at Bethabara, {the houfe of paflage 
where the people pafled over,) he pointed at thefe very {tones, 


when he faid, Mat. iii. 9. God is able of thefe ftones (which - 


were at fir(t fet up by the twelve tribes) to rai/e up-children un- 
to Abraham. The ftones being the memorial of the miracles, 
the childrens queftion gave occafion for the improvement of it. 
But our Saviour faith, Luke xiv. 40. Jf the children fhould 
hold their peace, the ftones would immediately cry out 5 for, one 


way or other, the Lord will be glorified in his works of won- ; 


der. : 
[2.] The parents are here dire&ted what anfwer to give to 
this inquiry; ver. 22. Ye jhall let your children know that 
which-you have yourfelves learned from the written word, and 
from your fathers. Note, It is the duty of parents to acquaint 
- their children betimes with the word and works of God, that 
they may be trailed up in the way they fhould go. 
if, ‘hey muft let their children know. that Jordan was 
driven back before Ifrael, who went through it upon dry land 
and this is the very place where they paffed over. ‘They faw 
how deep and ftrong a {tream Jordan now was; but the di- 
vine power put a ftop to it, even then when it overflowed all 
its banks, and this for you, that live fo long after. Note, 
God’s mercies.to our anceftors were mercies to us; and we 
fhould take all occafions to revive the remembrance of the 
great things God did for our fathers in the days of old. The 
place thus marked would. be a memorandum to them; [frael 
came over this Jordan. A local memory would be of ufe to 
them; and the fight of the place remind them of that which 
was done here; and not only the inhabitants of that country, 
‘but ftrangers and travellers, would look upon thefe ftones, and 
receive inftruétion ; many, upon the fight of the ftones, would 
go to their Bibles,-and there read the hiftory of this wondrous 
work; and fome, perhaps, upon reading the hiftory, though 


living at a diftance, would have the curiofity to go and fee the 


{tones. - sg 3 
2dly, They muft take that occafion to tell their children of 
the drying up of the Red-fea forty, years before, as the Lord 
your God did tothe Red-fea. Note, 1. It greatly magnifies 
Jater mercies to compare them with former mercies; for by 
making the comparifon, it appears that God isthe fame yel- 
terday, to-day, and for ever. 2. Later mercies fhould bring 
to remembrance former mercies, and revive our thankfalnefs 

for them. t : 

3dly, They muit put them in the way of making a good ufe 
of thefe works of wonder, the knowledge whereof was thus 
carefully tranfmitted to them, ver. 24. (1.) The power of 
God was hereby magnified.. All the world was or might be 
convinced that the hand of the Lord is mighty; that nothing is 
too hard for God to do; nor can any power, no not that of 
nature itfelf, ob{trué what God will effe@. ‘The deliverances 
of God’s people: are inftruétions to all people, and fair warn- 
ings not to contend with Omnipotence. (2.) The people of 
God were engaged and encouraged to perfevere in his fervice ; 
that ye might fear the Lord your God ; and confequently do 
your duty to bim, and this for ever ; or all days, marg. eve- 
ry day, all the days of your lives, and your feed throughout 
your gengations. ‘The remembrance of this wonderful work 
jhould effectually reftrain them from the worfhip of other gods, 
and con({train them to abide and abound in the fervice of their 
_ ewan God. Note, In all the inftructions and informations pa+ 
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rents give to their children, they fhould have this chiefly in 
their eye, to teach and engage them to fear God for ever. Se- 
rious godlinefs is the be ft learning, Fy 
COE AL Bee oe oe it 
T/rael is. now got over Fordan, and the waters which had 
opened befure them to favour their march forwards, are 
clofed again bebind them to forbid their retreat backward; 
they have now got footing in Canaan, and mu/l apply 
themfelves to the conqueft of it; i order to which this 
chapter tells us, I. How their enemies were difpirited, 
ver. 1. Il. What was done at their firft landing, to a/- 
Jit and encourage them. (1.) The covenant of circum- 
cifion was renewed, ver. 2,—9. (2.) The feaft of the 
paffover was celebrated, ver.10. (3.) ‘Their camp was 
vidualled with the corn of the land, whereupon the man- 
na ceafed, ver. 1,12. (4.) The Captain of the Lord's 
hoft him/felf appeared to Yofhua to animate and direét him, 
ver. 13,—I 5- ms ; 


ND it came to pafs when all the kings of — 


the Amorites, which were on the fide of 
Jordan weftward, and all the kings of the Ca- 


naanites, which were by the fea, heard that the ~ 


Lorp had dried up the waters of Jordan from 
before the children of Ifrael, until we were paf- 


fed over, that their heart melted; neither was, _ 


there fpirit in them any more, becaufe of the 
children of Hrael. 
faid unto Jofhua, Make thee fharp knives, and 
circumcife again the children of Hrael the fe- 
cond time. 3 And Jofhua made him fharp 


2q At that time the Lorp 


knives, and circumcifed the children of Ifrael 


at the hill of the forefkins. 4 And this isthe _ 


caufe why Jofhua did circumcife: all the peo- 
ple that-came out of Egypt, that,were males, 


even all the men of war died in the wildernefs 


by the way, after they came out of Egypt. 5 
Now all the people that came out, were circum-. 
cifed ; but all the people that were born in the 
wildernefs by the way, .as they came forth out, 
of Egypt, themthey had not circumcifed. 6» 
For the children of Ifrael walked forty years in 


| the wilderneds, till all the people chat were men’ __ 


of wat which came out of Egypt were confum- 


ed, becaufe they obeyed not the voice of the 
Lorp: unto whom the Lorp fware that he- 
would not fhew them the land which the Lorn 


ftead, them Jofhua circumcifed: for they were: 
uncirc umcifed, becaufe they had not circumcifed 
them by the way. 8 And it cameto pafswhenthey 


had done circumcifing all the people, that they, 


abode in their places in the camp, till they. 
were whole. go And the Lorp faid unto Jo- 
fhua, This day have I rolled. away the reproach — 


Paes ga, of : 


‘ {ware unto their fathers that he. would give us, _ 
aland that floweth with milk and honey. 7 . 


_And their children, whom he raifed up in their — 


Ro 


* 
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of Egypt from off you: wherefore the name of 
the place is called Gilgal unto this day. 
A mighty fhew, no doubt, the iaierous camp of Ifrael 


made in the plains of Jericho, where now they had pitched 
their tents. Who can count the duft of Facob? That which 


- had long been the church in the wilderne/s, is now come up 


from the wildernefs leaning upon her beloved, and looks forth as 
the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the fun, and terrible as 
an army with banners. How terrible fhe was in the eyes of 
her enemies, we are here told, vern1.; how fair and clear fhe 
was made in the eyes of her friends, by'the rolling away of 
the reproach of Egypt, we are told in the following verfes. 
Firft, Here is the fright which the Canaanites were put in- 
to by their miraculous pafling over Jordan, ver. 1. The news 
of it was foon difperfed all the country over, not only as a pro- 
digy in itfelf, but as an alarm to all the kings and kingdoms of 
Canaan, Now, as when Babylon was taken, one poft runs to 
meet another, and one meffenger to meet another, to carry the a- 
mazing tidings to every corner of the land, Jer. li. 3. And 
- here we are told what impreffions. the tidings made upon the 
kings of this land; their heart melted like wax before the fire, 
neither was there fpirit in them any more. ‘This intimates, that 
though the heart of the people generally had fainted before, as 
Rahab owned, chap. ii. g. yet the kings had till now kept up 
their fpirits pretty well; had promifed themfelves, that being 
in poffeflion, their country populous, and their cities fortified, 
_ they fhould be able to make their part good againft the invad- 
ers; but when they heard, not only that they were come o- 
ver Jordan, and that that defence of their country was broken 
through, but that they were come over by a miracle, the God 


- of nature manifeftly fighting for them, their hearts failed them 


too; they gave up the caufe for gone, and were now at their 


__ wits end. And, (1.) They had reafon enough to be afraid: 


Ifrael itfelf was a formidable body, and much more fo when 
- God was its head; a God of almighty power. What can 
make head again{t them, if Jordan be driven back before them? 
(2.) God impreffed thefe fears upon them, and difpirited them, 
as he had promifed, Exod. xxiii. 27. J will fend my fear be- 
» fore thee. God can make the wicked to fear where no fear is, 
Pia). liii. 5.; much more where there is fuch caufe for fear 
as was here. He that made the foul, can, when he pleafeth, 
make his {word thus to approach to it, and kill it with his ter- 
rors. : 
Secondly, The opportunity which this gave to the Ifraelites 
to circumcife thofé among them that were uncircumcifed: 
that time, (ver. 2.) when the coantry about them was in that 


_ great confternation, God ordered Jofhua to circumcife the 


children of Ifrael; for at that time it might be done with fafe- 
ty even in an enemy’s country ; their hearts being melted, their 


_ hands were tied, that they could not take this advantage againft 


them, as Simeon and Levi did againft the Shechemites, to 
come upon them when they were fore. Jothua could not be 
fare of this; and therefore if he had ordered this general cir- 
cumeifion iuft at this time of his own head, he might juftly have 
‘been cenfured as imprudent: For how good foever the thing 
was in itfelf, in the eye of reafon, it was not feafonable at this 
time, and might have been of dangerous confequence. But 
when God commanded him to do it, he mutt not confult with 
Jichh and blood: He that bid them do it, no doubt, would pro- 
tect them and bear them out in it. Now, obferve, 
ff, The occafion there was for this general circumcifion. 
(1.) All that came out of Egypt were circumcifed, ver. 5. 
While they had peace in Egypt, doubtlefs they circumcifed: 
their children the eighth day, according to the law. But af- 
ter they began to be opprefled, efpecially when the edict was 
~~ -Vo8. IL. fl seeks 
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made for the deftruction of their male infants, the adminiftra- 
tion of this ordinance was interrupted, many of them were un- 
circumcifed ; of whom. there was a general circumcifion, either 
during the time of the three days darknefs, as Dr Lightfoot 
conjectures, or a year after, jut before their eating the fecond 
paflover, at mount Sinai, and in order to that folemnity, Numb. 
1X. 2. as many think. And itis with reference to that ge- 
neral circumcifion, that this here is called a fecond, ver. 2. 
But the learned Mafius thinks it refers to the general circuni+ 
cifion of Abraham’s family when that ordinance was firft in- 
ftituted, Gen. xvii. 23. That firft confirmed the promife of 
the land of Canaan ; this’ fecond was ‘a thankful celebration of 
the performance of that promife. But, (2.) 4] that were 
born in the wildernefs, viz. after their walking in the wildernef 
became, by the divine fentence, a judgment upon them for 
their difobedience, as is intimated by that repetition of the fen- 
tence, ver. 6.; all that were born fince that fatal day that God 
fwore in his wrath that none of that genetation fhould enter in- 
to his reft, were uncircumcifed. 

But what fhall we fay to this? Had not God-enjoined it to 
Abraham under a very fevere penalty, that every man-child of 
his feed fhould be circumcifed on the eighth day, Gen. xviii. 
Q,—14.? Was it not the feal of the everlafting covenant? Was 
not {o great a {trefs laid upon it then when they ‘were coming 
out of gypt, that when immediately after the firft paffover the 
Jaw concerning. that feaft was made perpetual, this was one 
claufe of it, That no uncircumcifed perfon: fhould -eat of it, 
but thould be deemed as a ftranger ? And yet, under the go- 
vernment of Mofes himfelf, to have all their children that were 
born for thirty-eight years together left uncircumcifed, is unac- 
countable. So great an omiflion could not be general but by 
divine direction. i: 

Now, (1.) Some think circumcifion was omitted becaufe it 
was needlefs. It was appointed to be a mark of diftin@ion | 
between the Ifraelites and other nations ; and therefore in the 
wildernefs, where they were fo perfeétly feparated from all, 
and mingled with none, there-was no occafion for it.’ (2.) 
Others think they did not look upon the pfecept of circumci- 
fion as obliging them till they came to fettle in Canaan; for, 
in the covenant made with them at mount Sinai, nothing was 
faid about circumcifion ; neither was it of Mofes, but of the fa- 
thers, John vii. 22.5 and with particular reference to'the grant 
of the land of Canaan, Gen. xvii. 8. (3-) Others think God 
favourably difpenfed with the omiflion of this ordinance, in 
-confideration of the unfettlednefs of their ftate, and their fre~ 
quent removes while they were in the wildernefs. lt was re- 
qufite that children, after they were circumcifed, fhould reft 
for fome time while they were fore, and ftirring them might 
be dangerous to them; God therefore would have mercy, and 
not facrifice. This reafon is generally acquiefced in; but to 
me it is not fatisfactory ; for fometimes they ftaid a year in a 
place, Numb. ix. 22. if not much longer; and in their res 
moves, the little children, though fore, might be wrapt fo 
warm, and carried fo eafy, as to receive no damage; and might 
certainly be much better accommodated than the mothers in -° 
travail, or lying in. ‘Therefore, (4.) To me it feems to have 
been a continued token of God’s difpleafuré againft them. for 
their unbelief and mormuring. Circumcifion was originally a 
feal of the promife of the land of Canaan, as we obferved be- 
fore. It was in the believing hope of that good tand that the 
patriarchs circumcifed their children. But when God-had 

fworn in his wrath concerning the men of war which came out 
of Egypt, that they fhould be confumed in the wildernefs, and 
never enter Canaan, nor come within fight of it, (as that fen- 
tence is here repeated, ver. 6. relation being thereunto had,) 
as a further ratification of that fentence, and to be a conftant 

memorandum 
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memorandum of it-4o them, all that fell ubdér that fentence, 
and were to fall by it, were forbidden to circumcife their chil- 
dren 5 by which they were plainly told, that whatever others 
might, they fhould never have the benefit of that promife 
which circumcifion was the feal of. And this was fuch a 
fignificant indication of God’s wrath, as the breaking of the 
tables of the covenant was when Ifrael had broke the covenant 
by making the golden calf. It is true there is no exprefs 
mention of this judicial prohibition in the account of that fen- 
tence; but an intimation of it, Numb. xiv. 33. Your children 
fhall bear your ‘whoredoms. It is probable, the children of 
Caleb and Jofhua were. circumcifed, for they were excepted 
out of that fentence ; and of Caleb it is particularly faid, To 
him will I give the land, and to his children, Deut. i. 36. which 
was the very prom¥fe that circumcifion was the feal of : And 
Jofhua is here bid to circumcife the people, not his own fami- 
ly. Whatever the reafon was, it feems this great ordinance 
was intermitted in Ifrael, for almo(t forty years together; which 
is a plain indication, that it was not of abfolute neceflity, nor 
was to be of perpetual obligation, but fhould, in the fulnefs 
of time, be abolifhed, as now it was for fo long a time fufpen- 
ded. ; 
2dly, The orders given to Jofhua for this general circumci- 
fion 3 ver. 2. Circumerfeyagain the children of Ifrael; not the 
fame perfons, but the body of the people. Why was this or- 
dered to be done now?! nf. 1. Becaufe now the promife 
which circumcifion was inftituted to be the feal of, was per- 
formed. The feed of Ifrael was brought fafe into the land of 
€anaan ; let them therefore hereby own the truth of that pro- 
mife which their fathers had difbelieved, and could not find in 
their hearts to truftto. 2. Becaufe now the threatening which 
the fufpending of circumcifion for thirty-eight. years was the 

_ ratification of, was fully executed by the expiring of the forty 
ears. That warfare is accomplifhed, that iniquity is pardon- 
ed, (Ifa. xl. 2.) and therefore now the feal of the covenant 
is revived again. But why was it not done fooner? Why not 
while they were refting fome months inthe plains of Moab? 
Why not during the thirty days of their mourning for Mofes ? 
‘or, Why was it not deferred longer, till they had made fome 
progrefs in the conqueft of Canaan, and had gained a fettle- 
_ ment there? or at leaft till they had intrenched themfelves, and 
fortified their camp? Why moft it be done the very next day 
after they were come over Jordan? .dnf. Becaufe Divine Wif- 
dom faw that to be the fitteft time, juft when the forty years 
were ended, and they were entered Canaan; and the reafons 
which human wifdom would have offered again{t it, were eafy 
. over-ruled. (1.) God would hereby thew, that the camp of 
Ifrael was not governed by the, ordinary rules and meafures of 
war, but by-immediate direGtion from God, who, by thus ex- 
,pofing them, in the moft dangerous moments, magnified his 
own power in protecting’ them, eyen then. And this great 
inftance of fecurity, in difabling themfelves for action juft then 
when they were entering upon action, proclaimed fuch a con- 
fidence in the divine care for their fafety as would increafe 
their. enemies fears; much more -when their feouts informed 
them not only of the thing itfelf that was done, but of the 
meaning of it; that it was a feal of the grant of this land to 
Ifrael. (2.) God would hereby. animate bis people Ifrael: a- 
gainft the difficulties they were now to encounter, by confirm- 
ing his coyenant with them; which gave them unqueftionable 
aflurance of victory and fuccefs, and the full poffeffion of the 
land of promife. (3.)-God would hereby teach them, and us 
with them, in-all great undertakings, to begin with God; to 
make fore his favour, by offering ourfelves to him a ving fa- 


érifice, (for that was fignified by the blood of circumcifion,) 


and then we may expect to profper in all we do, (4.). The. 
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‘reviving of circumcifion after it had been fo long difufed, was 


the fore/kinsy ver. 3. 


' away. 


defigned to revive the obfervation of other inftitutions, the o- 
miflion of which had been connived at in the wildernefs. This 
command to circumcife them, was to mind them of that which 
Mofes had told them, Deut. xii. $. that when they were come 
over Fordan, they muft not do as they had done in the wil 
dernefs ; but muft come under a ftri€er,difcipline. It was faid. 
concerning many of the laws God had given them, that they 

mutt obferve them in the Jand to which they were going, Deut. 

vi. I.—xil. I. (5.). This fecond circumeifion, as it is here. 
‘called, was typical of the fpiritual circumcifion with which the 
Ifrael of God, when they enter into the gofpel-reft, are. cir- 

cumcifed. 
That this circumcifion being performed under the conduét of 
Jofhua, Mofes’ fucceffor, it {peaks our Fefus to be the true Cirs 
cumcifer, the Author of another circumcifion than that of the 
fie/b, commanded by the law, even the circumcifion of the hearty 
Rom. ii. 29.3 called the circumcifion of Chrifi,. Col. ii. 116. ~ 


It is the learned Bifhop .Pierfon’s obfervation; — 


Chap. Ve 


3dly, The peoples obedience to thefe orders.. Fo/bua cir=. 


cumcifed the children of Lfrael, ver. 3.5; not himfelf with his — 


own hands, but he commanded ‘that it fhould be done, and _ 


took care that it was done. It might foon Be difpatched; for 
it was.not neceffary that it fhould be done by a prieft: or Le. 
vite; but eny one might be employed todo it. Ali thofe 
that were under twenty years old when the people were num- 
bered at mount Sinai, and not being numbered with. them, felh 


not by the fatal fentence, were circumeifed, and by them all mae 
the reft might be circumcifed in a little time. The people © 


had promifed to hearken to Jofhva,as they had hearkened to 
Mofes, chap. i. 17.3; and here they gave an inftance of their 


obfequioufnefs, that they fubmitted to this painful inftitution, 3 


and did not for the fake of it call him a bloody governor; as. 


Zipporah, decaufe of the circumeifion, called Mofes a bloody huf~ 


band. biking Hi ate See 
‘Laftly, The names given to the place where this was done 
to perpetuate the memory of it. 


off were laid on a heap, and covered with earth, fo that they 
made a little hillock. \(2.) It was called Gilgal, from a word 
which fignifies to take away, or devolve, from that which God 
faid to jofhua, ver. 9. this day have I rolled away the reproach — 
of Egypt. God is jealous for the honour of his people, his 

own honour being fo much interefted in it ; and whatever re- 

proach they may lie under for a time, firft or laft, it will cer-_ 


the reproach of Egypt. They were hereby owned to be the 


(4.) It was called the hill of — 
Probably, the forefkins thatwere cus ~ 


free-born children of God, having the feal of the covenant in. 


their flefh, and fo the reproach oftheir béndage in Egypt was. 


removed. They were tainted with the idolatry of Egypt, and. 


% 


that was their reproach ; but now. they were circumeifed, it 
was to be hoped they would be fo entirely devoted to God, 


that the reproach of their affection to Egypt would be rolled. 
for it filenced that fpiteful fuggeftion of the, 


ne/s had fbut them in, Exod. xiv. 3. 


in the wildernefs confirmed the repro but now they were: 


entered into Canaan in triumph, that reproach was done away.. 


tainly be rolled. away ; and every tongue that-rifeth up. againft 
~ him, he will condemn. 1. Their circumcifion rolled away 


| 2. Their coming fafe’ to Canaan golled away the rex 
proach of Fsypt “ z 
Egyptians, that for mifchief they were brought out, the wilder- 
Theres ers folong — 
ach, 


i> 


When God glorifies himfelf in perfecting the falvation of his. | 


people, he not only filenceth the reproach of their enemies, but. 
rolls it upon themfelves. ; sade ee dtacge 


“to 4 And the children of 


eile children of Tfrael encamped’ 


teenth day of the month at.even, in the plains, - 


peoae “Ome Te: 


oe 


we 


keep the feafts, their land fhould be taken under the fpecial 


~ to be complained of as light bread, yet it would be more ac- 


the finner is laid np for the juft; and little did they who laid 
" at-up, think, whofe all thefe things fhould be which they had pro- 


“Chap. V. : 7 
of Jericho. ir And they did eat of the old 


‘corn of the land on the morrow after the paff- 
over, unleavened cakes, and parched ¢orn, in 
the felf-fame day. 12] And the manna ceaf- 


ed.on the morrow after they had eaten of the 


old corn of the land ; neither had the children 
of Ifrael manna any more, but they did eat of 
the fruit of the land of Canaan that year. 


We may well imagine what a gaze the country was at ; and 
when they obferved the motions of the enemy, could not but 
think them very ftrange. 
are apt to think themfelves excufed from religious, exercifes, 
they have not time nor thoughts to attend them; yet Jofhua 
Opens the campaign with one aét of devotion after another. 
What was afterwards faid to another Jofhua, might truly be 
faid to this, Hear now, O Fofhua, thou, and thy fellows that 

Sit before thee, are men wondered at, Zech. ii. 8.; and yet in- 
-deed he took the right method. That is likely to end well, 
which begins with God. 
Here is, Firft, A folemn paffover kept, at the time appoint- 
ed by the law, the fourteenth day of the firft month, and in the 
fame place where they were circumcifed, ver. 10. While they 
‘were wandering in the wildernefs, they were denied the benefit 
and comfort of this ordinance, as a further token of God’s dif- 
pleafure ; but now in anfwer to the prayer of Mofes, upon the 
pafling of that fentence, Pfal. xc. 15. God comforted them again, 
after the time that he had afflicted them; and therefore now 
that joyful ordinance is revived again. Now they are entered 
into Canaan, it is very feafonable to remember thofe wondrous 
works of divine power and goodnefs by which they were brought 
out of Egypt. The finifhing of mercies fhould bring to mind 
the beginning of them; and when it is perfe@ day, we mutt 


‘not forget how welcome the morning-light was, when we had __ 


long waited forit. The folemn paffover followed immediately after 
the folemn circumcifion. Thus, when they that received the 
word were baptized, immediately we find them breaking of bread, 
Adts/ii. 41, 42. They kept this paffover in the plains of Je- 
richo, as it were in defiance of the Canaanites that were round 
about them, and enraged again{t them, and yet could not give 
them any difturbance. Thus God gave them an early inftance 
of the performance of that promife, that when they went up to 


protection of the Divine Providence, Exod. xxxiv.24. Neither 
-foall any man defire thy land. "He now prepared a table before 
them in the prefence of their enemies, Pfal. xxiii. 5: _ 
“Secondly, Proviion made for their camp of the corn of the 
land, and the ceafing of the manna thereupon, ver. 11, 12. 
~ Manna was a wonderful mercy to them: whem they needed it ; 
but it was the mark of a wildernefs-ftate, it was the food of 
children: And therefore, though it was angels food, and not 


ceptable to them to eat of the corn of the land; and that they 
~ are now furnifhed with the country people being retired for 


| fafety into Jericho, left their barns, and fields, and all that was. 4 


in them, which ferved for the fubfiftence of this great ‘army. 
And the fupply came very feafonably: For, (1.) After the 
" -paffover, they were to hecp the fea/t of unleavened bread ; which 
- they could not do according to the appointment, when they 
had nothing but manna to live upon, (and perhaps that was one 
reafon why it was intermitted in the wildernefs.) But now 
- they found old corn enough’in the barns of the Canaanites to 
~ fupply them plentifully for that occafion. Thus the wealth of 


When foldiers take the field, they 


offer other facrifices. 


fed in proportion. 
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vided. {2.) On the morrow after the paffover-fabbath, they 
were to wave the fheaf of firft-fruits before the Lord, Ley. 
Xxiii. 10, 11. And this they were particularly ordered to do, 


‘when they were come into the land which God would give 


them; and they were furnifhed for this with the fruit of 
the land that year, ver. 12. which was then growing, and be- 
ginning to be ripe. Thus they were well provided for, both 
with old and new corn, as good houfeholders, Mat. xiii.52. And 
as foon as ever the fruits of this good land came to their hands, 
they had an opportunity of honouring God with them, and em- 
loying them in his fervice, aceording to his appointment. And 
thus, behold all things were clean and comfortable to them. Cal- 
vin is of opinion, that they had kept the paflover every year in 
its feafon, during their wandering in the wildernefs, though it 
be not mentioned; and that God difpenfed with their being 
uncircumcifed, as he did notwithftanding that admit them to 
But fome gather from Amos ver. 25. 
that after the fentence pafled upon them, there were no facti- 
fices offered till they came to Canaan, and confequently no paf- 
fover kept. And it is obfervable, that after that fentence, 
Numb. xiv. the law that follows, chap. xv. concerning facri- 
fices, begins ver. 1. When ye fhall be come into the land of your 
habitations, you fhall do fo-and fo. 
Notice is taken of the ceafing of the manna, as foon as ever 


~ they had eaten the old corn of the land; (1.) To thew that it . 


did not come by chance, or common providence, as {now or 
hail doth, but by the fpecial defignation of Divine Wifdom and 
Goodnefs; for as it came juft when they needed it, fo it con- 
tinued as long as they had occafion for it, and no longer. (2.) 
To teach us not to expect extraordinary fupplies, when they 
may be had in an ordinary way. If God had dealt with Hf- 
rael according to their deferts, the manna had ceafed then when 
they called it light bread ; but as long as they needed it, God 
continued ity though they defpifed it ; and now they needed it 


_ not, God withdrew it, though perhaps fome of them defired it. 


He is a wife father that knows the .neceflities of his children, 
and accommodates his gifts to them, not to their humours. 
The word and ordinances of God are fpiritual manna, with 
which God nourifheth his people in this wildernefs; and though 
often forfeited, yet they are continued while we are here; but 
when. we are come to the heavenly Canaan, this manna will 
ceafe, for we fhall have no longer need of it. : 


13 G And it came to. pafs when Jofliua was 
by Jericho, that he lift up his eyes and looked, 
and behold, there ftood a man over-againft him, 
with his {word drawn in his hand: and Jofhua— 
went unto him, and faid unto him, re thou 


for us, oc for our adverfaries? 14 And he faid, 


Nay, but as captain of the hoft of the Lorp 
am I nowcome. And Jofhua fell on. his face 


-to the earth, and did worfhip,and faid unto him, 
What faith my Lord unto his fervant! 15 And 


the captain of the Lorn’s hoft faid unto Jofhiua, 
Loofe thy fhoe from-off thy foot, for the place 
whereon thou ftandeft 7s holy; and Jofhua did 
ae 7 | : 


- We have hitherto found God often {peaking to Jofhua, but 
we read not till now of any appearance of God’s glory to him; 
now his difficulties increafed, his encouragements were increa~ 
Obferve, 

Firft, Fhe time when he was favoured with this vifion. It 
was immediately after he had enero the great ee eae 
Dz oy Ea 
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of circumcifion and the paflover; then God made himfelf known 
to him. Note, We may then expeé the difcoveries of the di- 
vine grace, when we are found in the way of our duty, and 
are diligent and fincere in our attendance on holy ordinances. 
Secondly, ‘The place where he had this vifion: It was by Fe- 
richo—in ‘Jericho, fo the word is: 
though as yet he had not begun to. lay fiege to it; in it in 
thought and expectation; or in the fields of Jericho, hard by 
the city. There, it fhould feem, he was all alone, fearlefs of 
danger, becaufe fure of the divine protection, There he was 
(fome think) meditating and praying ; and. to'thofe who are fo 
employed, God often gracioufly manifefts himfelf. Or, per- 
haps, there he was to take a view of the city, to. obferve its for- 


tifications, and contrive how to attack it; and perhaps. he was 


at a lofs within himfelf how to make his approaches, when God 
came and directed him.- Note, God will help thofe that. help 
themfclves : Vigilantibus, non dormientibus, fuccurrit lex, Jofhua 
was in his poft, as a general, when God:came and made him- 
felf known to him as generaliffimo. 

Thirdly, The appearance itfelf, Jofhua, as is ufual with thofe 
that are full of thought and care, was looking downwards, his 
eyes fixed on the ground, when of a fudden he was farprifed 
with the appearance, who ftood before him at fome little di- 
Mtance 3. which obliged him to lift up his eyes, and gave a di- 

_ verfion to his mufings, ver. 13. He appeared to him as a man, 
but a confiderable man, and éne fit to be taken notice of Now, 
(1.) We have reafon to think that this Man was the Son of 
God, the eternal Word, who, before he afflumed the human 
nature for good and all, frequently appeared in a human fhape. 
So. Bifhop Patrick thinks confonant to the judgment of the fa- 
thers. Jofhua gave him divine honours, and he received them, 
which a created angel would not have done 3; and he is called 
Jehovah, chap. vi. 2. (2.) He here appeared’ as a foldier, 
with bis fword drawn in his hand. To Abraham in his tent, 
he appeared as a traveller; to Jofhua in. the field, as a man of 
war :. Chrift will be to his people what their faith expe@s and 
defires. Chrift had his {word drawn ; which ferved, (1.) To 
juftify the war Jofhua was engaging in; and to fhew him, that 

at was. of God, who gave him commiffion to kill and flay. If 
the fovereign draw the fword,. that proclaims war, and autho- 
rifeth the fubject-to do fo too. The fword is then well drawn 
when Chrift draws it, and gives the banner to them that fear him, 
to be difplayed becaufe of the truth, Pfal. lx. Ae. (2s) Vo ep. 
courage him to carry it on with vigour; for Chrift’s fword 
drawn. in his hand, notes how ready he is for the defence and 
falvation of his people, who through him fhall do valiantly. His 
fword turns every way. 

Fouribly, The bold queftion with which Jofhua accofted 
him. He did not fend a fervant, but {tept to him himfelf, and 
afked, Art thou for-us, or for our adver faries? Which intimates 
his readinef3 to entertain him, if he were for them, and to fight 
him, if he were againft them. © This {peaks, (1.) His great 
courage and refolution. He was not rafiled by the fuddennefs 
of the appearance, nor daunted with the majefty. and bravery, 
which, no doubt, appeared in the countenance of the Perfon he 
faw ;' but, with a prefence of mind that beeame fo great a ge- 
neral, put this fair queftion to him... God had bid Jofhua be 
courageous, and by this it appears that he was fo ; for what 
God by his word requires of his people, he doth by his grace 
work in them. (2.) His great concern for the people aad’ 
their caufe : So. heartily has he embarked in the intercits. of 


Ifrael, that none hall ftand by him with the face ef a man,, 


but he will know whether he be a frend or afoe. It fliould 
feem he fafpected him for an enemy, a Goliath that was come 
20 defiroy the armies of the living God, and to. give him a chal 
lenge. ‘Thus apt are we to look upon that as againft us, which. 


\ 


In it by faith and hope, ~ 


| ftood on with hig dirty fhoes, 


wh: Ne 
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| is moft for us. The queftion plainly implies, that the caufe be» 
' tween the Ifraelites and Canaanites, between Chrift and Beel- 
| zebub, will not admit of a neutrality. He that is. not with us | 
| 18 againft us. fad . - 
Fifihly, The account he gave of himfelf, ver. 14. Nay, 
not for your adverfaries; you may be fure, but as Captain of the 
hoft of the Lord am I now come; not only for you as a friend, — 
but over you, as Commander in chief. Here was now, as of — 
| old, Gen. xxxil. 2. Mahanaim, two hofts ; an hoft of Ifrael- 
ites ready to engage the Canaanites, and-an hoft of angels to 
protect them therein ; and he is Captain of both, conducts the 
hoft of Lfrael, and commands the hoft of angels to their affit- 
hvance. Perhaps, in allulion to this, Chrift is called the Captain 
of our falvation, Heb. it. 10.3; and a Leader and Commander 
to the people, Tia. Iv. 4. They cannot but be victorious. that. 
| have fuch a Captain. He who came as Captain to review the . 
troops, to animate them, and to give the neceffary orders. for 
the befieging of Jericho. ae nip : 
Sixthly, The great refpeét Jofhua paid him, when he under 
| ftood who he was. It is probable, not only by what he faid, 
but by fome other fenfible indications, that he was a Divine. 
Perfon, and not a man. Cs serie tele AL SUN ee 2 eae: 
[i-] Jothua paid homage to him.. He fell on his face to the 
| earth, and did worfhip. Jofhua was himfelf general of the for= 


ces of Iftael ;. and yet he was far from looking with jealoufy. 
| upon this ftranger, 


who produced a commiflion for Captain of ” 
_ the Lord’s heft above him; he did not. offer to difpute his - 
' claims, but chearfully fubmitted to him as his Commander. It 


. will become the greatelt of men to be humble and. reverent in, | 
| their addreffes to God. ey 


[2.] He begged to receive commands and dire&ions from. 
him: What faith my lord unto his Jervant ?- His former queftion 
was not fo bold-and foldier-like, but this was as pious and faint. _ 

_ like ; nor was it any difparagement to the greatnefs of Jofhua’s 

| fpivit, thus to humble himfelf when he was to do with God.* | 

_ Even crowned heads cannot bow too low before the throne of 

_ the Lord Jefus, who is King of kings, Pfal. ii. 10, Tie lexi 
40,11. Obferve, (1.) The relation he owns between himfelf 

’ and Chrift ;~that Chrift was his Lord, and himfelf his fervant,, _ 

and under his command; Chrift his Captain, and himfelf aes 
foldier under him, to do as he is bidden, Mat. vill. 9. Note, - - 

_ The foundation of all acceptable cbedience is laid in a fincere. 
_ dedication of ourfelves, as fervants, to Jefus Chriftas our Lord,, — ae 
| Pfal. xvi. 2. .(2.) The inquiry he makes, purfuant to this rex 

_ lation, What faith my Lord 2 Which-implies, an. earneft defire. « 


_ to know the will of Chrift, and a chearful readinefs and: péfoscis 


lotion to do it. Jofhua owns himfelf an inferior officer, and. 
- ftands to recéive orders, This temper of mind fhews him fit — 
for the poft he was in; for thofe know belt how to commang,. 
that know how to obey. tala aie Re er: vier us 
Seventhly, The further. exprefiions of reverence. which this. 
| Divine Captain required from Jofhua, ver. 1 §+ Leoofe thy foes. 
from off thy foot, in token of the reverence and refpec, which. ak 
with us is fignified by uncovering the head, and as an acknow-. _ 
- Iedgment of a divine prefence, which, while it continued ther ; ie 
did in a manner fanctify the place, and dignify it Weufeta 


fay of a perfon we have a great affection for, that we dove the | Peet 


. Very ground he goes upon. Thus Jothua muft fhew his reves 


rence for this Divine Perfon-; he mutt not tread the ground he: | 
Keel. v.14. Outward expreffions 
. of inward reverence, and a religious awe of God, well become 
us, and are required of us, whenever we approach to himin.. 
_ folemn ordinances. Bithop Patrick well obferves here, that the 
_ very: fame orders. God gave to Mofes at the bufh, when he was 
i fending him to bring Ifrael out of Egypt, Exod. iii. 2, $e hey 
here gives to Jothua, for the confirming of his faith. in the pros. 
f eee ac eee Ie 
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mife he had tately given him, that as"he had been with Motes, 

fo he would be with him, chap. i. 5. Had Mofes fuch a 
prefence of God with him, as, when it became fenfible, fandi- 
fied the ground ? fo had Jofhua: And, /a/ly, Hereby he pre- 
pares him to receive the inftruétions he was about to give him, 
concerning the fiege of Jericho, which this Captain of the Lord’s 
hoft was now come to give Iftael poflefion of. 


RO ee A PE IVT, ; 
‘gfhua opened the campaign with the hege of Fericho, a city 
which could not truft fo much to the courage of its people, as 
_ to ad offenfively, and to find out its forces to oppofe Tfrael’s 
landing and encamping, but truffed fo much to the Strength of 


its walls, as to fland upon its defence, and not to furrencer, or > 


- defire conditions of peace. Now, here we have the foory of 
_ the taking of it. 1. The directions and affurances which the 
Captain of the Lord’s hoff gave concerning it, ver. I,—5. 
Il. The trial of the peoples patient obedience in walking round 
» the city fix days, ver. 6,—14. LL. The wonderful delive- 
ry of it into their hands the feventh day, with a Solemn charge 
to them to ufe it as a devoted thing, ver. 15,—21. and ver. 
24. IV. The prefervation of Rahab and her relations, ver. 
22,23, 25. V. A curfe pronounced upon the man that Should 
dare to rebuild this city, ver. 26,27. An abftract.of this 
fory we find among the trophies of faith, Heb. xi. 30. By 
faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were com- 
pafled about feven days, 
RW JOW Jericho was ftraitly fhut up, becaufe 
4 -N of the children of Ifrael : none went out, 


and none came in. 2 And the Lorp faid unto 


 Jofhua, See, I have given into thine hand Jeri- 


cho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men 
of valour. 3 And ye fhall compafs the city, all 
ye men of war, and go round about the city 
once: thus fhalt thou do fix days. 4 And fe- 
~ yen priefts fhall bear before the ark feven trum- 


b ae of rams horns: and the feventh day ye 


all compafs the city feven times, and the priefts 
{hall blow with the trumpets. 5 And it fhall 
come to pafs that when they make a long b/a/? 


a with the rams horns, and when ye hear the 


_ found of the trumpet, all the people fhall fhout 


with a great fhout: and the wall of the city 


~ hall fall down flat, and the people hall afcend 


4 up every man ftraight before him. 


We have here a conteft between God and the men of Jeri- 
cho, and their different refolutions, upon which it is eafy to fay 


__ » whofe word: fhall prevail. 


1. Jericho refolves Ifsael fhall not be its mafter, ver. 1. It 
was ftraitly fout up, becaufe of the children of Ifrael ; it did fhut 


up, and it was fbut up. So it is in the margin ; it did /out up 
_ itfelf, being ftrongly fortified, both by art and nature ; and it | 


_ was fout up by the obftinacy and refolution of the inhabitants, 


who agreed never to furrender, or fo much as found a parley ; 


‘hone went out as deferters, or to treat of peace, nor any ad-- 


mitted in to offer peace. Thus they were infatuated, and their 


hearts hardened to their own deftruction ; the miferable cafe’ 
Sfrengthen themfélves. againft the 


and charaéter of all thofe that 
Almighty, Job xvi256 ; pre 
__ 2. God refolves Ifrael fhall be its mafter, and that quickly. 
| Phe Captain of the Lord’s hoft, here called Jenovan, taking 


, a ow, 


> 


re 


Se 
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notice how f{trongly Jericho was fortified, and how fri@ly 
guarded, and knowing Jofhua’s thoughts and cares about redu- 
cing it, and perhaps his-fears of a difgrace there, and of flum- 
bling at the threfhold, gave, him here all the affurahce he could 
defire of fuccefs; ver. 2. See, J have given into thine hand Fe- 
richo.~ Not I will do it, but I have done it; it is all thy own, 
as {ure as ifit were already in thy pofleflion. It was defigned 
that this city, being the firft-truits of Canaan, fhouid be entirely: 
devoted to God, and that neither Jofhua nor Hrael fhould ever 

_be one mite the richer for it; and yet it is here faid to be gi- 
yen into their hand ; for we muft reckon that mof our own™ 
‘which we have an opportunity of honouring God with, and em- 
ploying in his fervice. 

Now, 1/, The Captain of the Lord’s hoft gives directions. 
how the city fhould be befieged. No trenches are to be open- _ 
ed, no-batteries erected, or battering-rams drawn vps nor any 
military preparations made’; but the ark of God muft be care 
ried by the priefts round the city, once a-day, for fix days to- 
gether, and feven times the feventh day, attended by the men 
of war in filence; but the priefts all the while blowing with: 
trumpets of rams horns, ver. 3,4. This was all they were to do, 

-2dly, He affures them, that on the feventh day before night,. 
‘they thould, without fail, be matters of the town >. upon a fig- 
nal given they mutt all fhout, and immediately the wall fhould 
fall down ; which would not only expofe the inhabitants, but. 
fo difpirit them, that they would not be able to make any re- 
fiftance, ver. 5. God appointed this way, (1.) To magnify 
his own power, that he might be exalted in his own Jfrrength, 
Pfal. xxi. 13. not in the ftrength of inftruments. God would 
hereby yet further make bare his awn almighty arm for the ens: 
couragement of Ifrael, and the terror and confufion of the Ca- 
/ paanites. (2.) To put an honour upon his ark, the inftituted: 
token of his prefence, and to give a reafon for the laws by which 
the people were obliged to look upon it with the moft profound: 
veneration and refpeét. When long’ after this the ark was 
brought into the camp without orders from God, it was look». 
ed upon as a profanation of it, and the people paid dear for 
their prefumption, 1: Sam. iv. 3. But now it was done 
by the divine appointment, it was an honour to the ark of © 
God, and a great encouragement to the faith of Ifrael.  (3.) 
It was likewife to put honour upon the priefts,. who were ap 
| pointed upon this occafion to carry the ark, and found the: 
| trumpets. Ordinarily the priefts were excufed from war That. 
that privilege, with other honours and powers that the law had. 
given them, might not be grudged them;. in this fervice they: 
_ are principally employed, and {o the people are made. fenfible. 
| what bleflings they were to the public, and: how well worthy’ 
of all the advantages conferred upon: them. (4.). It was tos 
try the faith, and obedience, and patience of the people ; to iry: 
whether they would obferve a precept, which, to human policy, 
' feemed foolith to: obey, and believe a promife, which, in human: 
“probability, feemed impoffible to be performed... They were al- 
' fo proved, whether they could patiently-bear the reproaches of 
_ their enemies, and patiently wait. for the falvation of the Lord. 
‘Thus by faith, not by force, the walls of Jericho fell down.” 
(5.) It was to encourage the hope of Ifrael, with reference to: 
the remaining difficulties that were before thiem, That faggefe. 
" tion.of the evil fpies, that Canaan could never be conquered... 
> becaufe the cities were walled up to heaven; (Deut. i. 28:) 
_ would by this be for ever filenced. ‘The {trongeft and jeigheft 
* walls cannot hold out-againft Omaipotence: They needed not: 
» fight, and therefore. needed not-fear,, becaufe God fought for 


> them... 


6. And Jothua: tlie fon of Nam: called the 
: priefts, and iaid unto them,,Take up the ark. of 
the 


39 


the covenant, and Jet feven priefts bear feven 


trumpets of rams horns before the ark of the 
Lorp. 7 And ‘he faid unto the people, Pafs on, 
and compafs the city, and let him that is arm- 
ed pais on before the ark of the Lorn. 84 And 
it came to pafs when Jofhua had fpoken. unto 
the people, that the feven priefts bearing the 
feven trumpets of rams horns, paffed on before 
the Lorn, and blew with the trumpets: and 
the ark of .the covenant of the Lorn followed 
them. go § And the armed men went before 
the priefts that blew with the trumpets, and the 
rere-ward came after the ark, the prieffs going 
on, and blowing with the trumpets. zo And 
Jofhua had commanded -the people, faying, Ye 
thall not fhout, nor make any noife with your 
voice, neither fhall- any word proceed out of 
syour mouth, until the day I bid you fhout, then 
fhall ye fhout. 11 So the atk of the Lorp com- 
paffed the city, going about i¢ once:~and they 
came into the camp, and lodged in the camp. 
~ 12 § And Jofhua rofe early in the morning, and 
the priefts took up the ark of the Lorp. 13 
And feven priefts bearing feven trumpets of 
rams horns before the ark of the Lorp, went on 
continually, and blew with the trumpets: and 
the armed men went before them; but the 
rere-ward came after the ark of the Lorn, the 
priefts going on,and._ blowing with the trumpets. 
14 And the fecond day they compaffed the ci- 
ty once, and returned into the camp: fo they 
did fix days. 15 And it came to pafs on the 
feventh day, that they rofe early about the 
-dawning of the day, and compafied the city af- 
ter the fame manner feven times: only on that 
day they compaffed the city feven times. 16 
And it. came to pafs at the feventh time, when 
the priefts blew with the trumpets, Jofhua faid 
unto the people, Shout, for the Lorp hath given 
you the city. » : 

We have here an account of the cavalcade which Mfrael 
made about Jericho, the orders Jofhua gave concerning it, as 


he had received them from the Lord, and their punétual ob- ° 


fervance of thefe orders. We do not find that he gave the 
people the exprefs aflurances God had given him, that he 
would deliver the city into their hands; but tried whether 
they would obey orders with a general confidence, that it 


would end well; and we find them very obfervant, both of — 


God and fofhua. » re 

1. Wherever the ark went, the people attended it, ver. 9. 
The agmed men went before it to clear the way, not thinking 
St any difparagement to them, though they were men of war, 
-to be pioneers to the ark of God. If any inconvenience fhould 
be in croffing all the roads that led to the city, (which they 
muft do in walking round it,) they would remove‘it; if any 
' -oppofition fhould be made by'the enemy, they would encoun- 
_ fer it; that the priefts march with the ark might be eafy and 
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fafe. It is an honour to the greatéeft of men, to-do any good 
office to the ark, and to ferve the interefts of religion in their. 
country. . The rere-ward, either another body of armed men, _ 
or Dan's fquadron, which marched laft through the wildernefs, . 
or (as fome think) the.multitude of the people who were not | 
armed, or difciplined for war, (as many of them as would,) 


tastes 
> , 


followed the ark, to teftify their refpects to it, to-grace the fo- _ 


lemnity, and-to. be witneffes of what was done. » Every faith- 
ful zealous Ifrdélite would be willing to undergo the fame fa- 
tigues, and run the fame hazard with the priefts that bare the 
ark. : 

2. Seven priefts went. immediately before’ the ark, having — 
trumpets in their hands, with which they were-continually 
founding, ver. 4, 5, 9, 13. The priefts were God’s minifters; 
and thus in his name, (1.) They proclaimed war with the Ca- 
naanites, and fo {truck a terror upon them; for by terrors up- — 
on their fpirits they were to be conquered and fubdued. Thus 
God’s minifters, by the folemn declarations of his wrath again{t — 
all ungodlinefs, and unrighteoufnefs of men, muft blow the 
trumpet in Sion, and found an alarm in the holy mountain, 
that the. finners in Sion may be.afraid. They are God’s he- 
ralds, to denounce war-againft all thofe that go on {till in their - 
trefpaffes, but fay they fhall have peace, though they go on. 


- (2.) They proclaimed: God’s gracious prefence with Ifrael, 


and fo put life and courage into them. It was appointed, that 
when they went to war, the priefts fhould encourage them — 
with the affurances.of God's prefence with them, Deut. xx. 
2,—4.; and particularly their blowing with trumpets was to be 
a fign to the people that they fhould be remembered before the 
Lord their Ged in the day of battle, Numb.:x. 9. _ It encou- 
raged Abijah, 2° Chron. xiii. r2.. Thus God’s minifters, by’ 
founding the jubile-trumpet of .the -everlafting gofpel, which 
proclaims liberty and vitory, muft encourage the good foldiers - 
of Jefus Chrift in their fpiritual warfare. — saat 


3. The trumpets they ufed, were not thofe filver trumpets & 


weigh were appointed to be made for their ordinary fervice, — 
but trumpets of rams horns, bored hollow for the purpofe, as _ 


fome think: Thefe trumpets were of the bafelt matter, dulleft _ 
found, and leaft thew ; that the excellency of the power might _ 


_ be of God. Thus by the foolifhnefs of preaching, fitly com- — 


pared to the founding of thefe ram’s horns, the devil’s kingdom __ 
is thrown down} and the weapons of our warfare, though they 
are not carnal nor feem to a carnal eye likely to bring any thing 


to pafs, yet they 


are mighty through God to, the pulling down of — 


Strong holds, 2 Cor. %. 4, 5. The word ‘here is trumpets of — 


Jobel; that is, fuch trumpets as they -ufed to blow withal inthe - 


year of jubile, fo many interpreters underftand it, as fignify- 


ing the complete liberty to which Ifraél was now brought, and 
the bringing of the Iand.of Canaan into the hands of its juft and — 
rightful owners, er sana ae nee 


4. All the people were commanded to be filent, not to {peak : 
a word, nor make any noife, ver. 1o. that they might the more — 


carefully attend to the found of the facred ittumpets, which — 
they were now to look upon as the voice of God among them a 


and it doth not become us to fpeak when God is.fpeaking. It 


 likewife intimates their reverent expedtation of the event, Zec! 


ii, 13. Be/filent, O all flefh, before thé Lord. Exod: xiv. 14. 
God foall fight, and ye fhal] ri i peace. ate 3 a 
5- They were to do this once a-day for fix days together, 
and. did do fo; and feven times the feventh day,-ver. 14.° 
God could have cauféd the walls of Jericho to fall upon the. 


firft furrounding them ; but they mutt go. round them thirteen _ 


times before they fall, that they might be kept waiting patient- 
ly for the Lord. Though they were newly Samco e ui Ce, 
naan, and their time was very precious, for they had a great 


deal of work before them ; yet ‘they muft linger fo many days _ 
at ea RE) Fe about — 


- f . 


4 


4 | - ‘ 
é \ 
A ‘ 


4 


fe Chap. VI. 
- Pha 
ag about Jericho, feeming to’do nothing, nor to make any progrefs” 


- in their bufinefs. As promifed deliverances mutt be expected 
in God’s way, fo they mult be expeéted in his time. - He that 
beliewes doth not make hafte, not more hafte. than God would : 

35 have‘him make. Go yet.feven times»before any thing hopeful 
appears, 1 Kings xviil. 43. 
& 6. One of thefe days muft needs be a fabbath-day, and the’ 
Jews fay the laft was fo; but that is not certain: However, 
"if he that appointed them to reft on the other fabbath-days, ap- 
pointed them to walk on this, that was fufficient’to juftify them 
in it; he never intended to bind himfelf by his own laws, but 
that when he pleafed, he might difpenfe with them. ‘The im- 
otent man went upon this principle, when he argued, John v. 
11. He that madz me whole, (and therefore has a divine pow- 
er,) he aid unto me, take up thy bed. And in this cafe here, 
it was an honour to the fabbath-day, by which our time is di- 
vided into weeks, that jult feven days:were to be {pent in this 
work, and feven pricits were employed to found feven 
trumpets; that number being on this occafion, as well as many 
others“made remarkable; in remembrance of the fix days work 
of creation, and the feventh day’s reft from it. And, befides, 
; the law of the fabbath forbids our own work, which is fervile 
and fecular; but this which they did was a religious ac. It 
is certainly no breach of the fabbath-reft to do the fabbath- 
___work, for the fake of which the reft was inftituted ; and what’ 
' is the fabbath-work, but to attend the ark m all its motions? 
_ » 7. They eontinued to do this, during the time appointed, 
___ and feven times the feventh day, though they faw not any e¢f- 
fe of it, believing that at the end the vifton would-/peak, and 
_ trot hz, Hab. it. 3. If we perfevere in the way of duty, we 
fail lofe nothing by it at long-run. It is probable, they walk- 
_ __ ed at fuch a diftance from the walls, as to be out of the reach 
Wace: of the enemies arrows, and out ofthe hearing of their’ fcoffs. 
We may fuppofe the oddnefs. of the thing did at fatt amufe 
the befieged ; but by the feventh day they were grown fecure, 
feeling no harm from that, which perhaps they looked upon as 
an inchantment. Probably they bantered the befiegers, as»they, 
Neh. iv. 2. . What do thefe feeble Fews? Is this the people 
__we thought fo formidable ?. are thefe their methods of attack? 
‘Thus they cried peace and fafety, that the deftrution might 
te the more terrible when it came. “ Wicked men,” faith 
Bifhop Hall, « think God in jeft’ when he is preparing for 
their judgment;” but they will be convinced of their miftake 
when it is too late. 
 8.-At laft they were ta give.a fhout ; and did fo, and im- 
mediately the walls fell, ver. 16. ‘This was a fhout for ma- 
 ftery, a triumphant fhout: The /hout of a king is among them, 
Numb. xxiii. 21. -This was a fhout of faith ;. they believed 
that the walls of Jericho would fall; and by- that faith they 
were thrown down. It was a fhout of prayer, an echo-to the 
_ found of the trumpets, which proclaimed the promife, that God 
would remember them ; with one accord, as one man they cry . 
ei ‘to heaven for help, and help comes in. Some allnde to this, 
to thew, that we muft-never expe¢t a complete victory over our 
own corruptions till the very evening of our laft day, and then: 
we fhall.fhout in’ triumph over them, ‘* when we come to the 
_ number and meafure: of-our perfeétion,” as. Bifhop Hall expref-. 
 feth ity =“ A good-heait,” faith he, “ groans under the fenfe. 
_ * of his infirmities, fain would be rid of chem,.and {trives and: 
__- & prays 3- but when all is done, until the end of the feventh day 
it cannot be;” then judgment fhall be brought forth unto. 
___-wiétory.. And at the end of time, whem our Lord fhall de-- 
____ feend from. heaven with a fhout,. ‘and the found.of a trumpet, 
__ Satan’s kingdom fhall be completely ruined, and not till then, 
when all oppofing rule, principality, and power, hall be effec- 
- teally and eternally put down... et 
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174 And the city fhall be accurfed, even it, 
and all that are therein, to the Lorp: only Ra- 
hab the harlot fhall live, {he and all that are 
with her in the houfe, becaufe fhe hid the mef- 
fengers that we fent. 18 And you, in any 
wife keep yourfelves from the accurfed thing, 
lef, ye make yourfclves accurfed when ye take 
of the accurfed thing, and make the camp of 
Ifrael a curfe, and trouble it. 19 But all the. 
filver and gold, and veflels of brafs and iron, are: 
confecrated unto the Lorp: they fhall come’ 
into the treafury of the Lorp. © 20 So the peo-. 
ple fhouted when the prieffs blew with the, . 
trumpets: and it came to pals when the people. 
heard the found of the trumpet, and the people 


‘ fhouted with a great fhout, that. the wall felt 


down flat, fo that the people went up into the 
city, every man ftraight before him, and.they took 
the city. 21 And they utterly deftroyed all 
that was in the city, both man and woman,. 


-young and old, and ox,and fheep, and afs, with . 


the edge of the fword. 22 But Jofhua had faid 
unto the two men that had fpied out the coun~’ 
try, Go into the harlot’s houfe, and bring out 
thence the woman, and all that fhe hath, as ye. 
fware unto her. 23 And the young men that. 
were {pies, went in, and brought out Rahab,. 
and her father, and her mother, and her bre- 
thren, and all that fhe had: and they ‘brought 
eut all her kindred, and left them without the 
camp of Ifrael. 24 And they burnt the city with 
fire, andall that was therein: only the filver and. 
the gold, and the veffels of brafs and of iron, they: 
put into the treafury of the houfe of the Lorp. 
25 And Jofhua faved. Rahab: the. harlot alive,. 


and her father’s houfehold, and all that the 


had ; and fhe dwelleth in Hrael even unto this 
day : becaufe fhe hid the meflengers which Jo— 
26: FF And jo-' 
fhua adjured them at that time, faying, Curled. 


be the man before the Lorn, that rifeth up. 


and buildeth this city Jericho: he fhall lay the. 
foundation thereof in-his firft-born, and in his. 
youngeft fon fhall be fet up the gates of it. 27: 
So. the Lorp-was with Jofhua, and his fame was- 
noifed throughout all the country. 


The people had. religioufly obferved.the. orders given them 
concerning the befieging of Jericho ; and now at length Jofhue-. 
had told them, ver. 16.. The Lord hath given you the citys. 
enter and take poffeffion.. Accordingly in thefe verfes we haves 

Firfl, 'The rules they were to obferve in taking pofleflion.- 
God gives it them; and therefore may direét it to what ufes 
and intents, and clog it with what provifos and. limitations he 
thinks fit. It is given to them to be devoted to God, as the: 
firft_and perhaps the worft of all the cities of Canaan. 

if, The 


ws 


« 


1, The chy muft be burnt, and all the lives in it facrificed 
without mercy to the juftice of God. All this they knew was 
included in thofe words, ver. 17. The city fhall be a cherem, 
a devoted thing, it, and all therein, to the Lord; no life in 
it might be ranfomed upon any terms ; they mutt all be furely 
put to death, Lev. xxvii. 29. So he appoints, from whom as 


creatures they had received their lives, and to whom as finners” 


they had forfeited them; and who may difpute his fentence ? 
1s God unrighteous who thus taketh vengeance ? God forbid we 
fhould entertain fuch a thought! There was more of God feen 
in taking of Jericho, than-of any of the other cities of Ca- 
naan; and therefore that muft be more than any other devo- 
ted to him. And the fevere. ufage of this city would {trike a 
terror upon all the reft, and melt their hearts yet more before 
Ifrael. Only when this feverity is ordered, Rahab and her 
family are excepted ; fhe fhall five, and all that are with her. 


' She had diftinguifhed herfelf from her neighbours by the kind- 


nefg fhe fhewed to Ifrael, and therefore fhall be diftinguifhed 
from them by the fpeedy return of that kindnefs. 
2dly, All the treafure of it, the money, and plate, and va- 
luable goods, muft be confecrated to the fervice of the taber- 
macle, and brought into the ftock of dedicated things; the 
Jews fay, becaufe the city was taken on the fabbath-day. 
‘Thus God would be honoured by the beautifying and enrich- 
ing of his tabernacle: Thus preparation was made for the ex- 
traordinary expences of his fervice ; and thus Ifrael was taught: 
not to fet their hearts upon worldly wealth, nor to aim at heap- 
ing up abundance of it for themfelves. God had promifed 
them a dand flowing with milk and honey, not a land abound- 
ing with filver and gold ;. for he would have them live com- 
“fortably in it, that they might ferve.him cheerfully, but not 
covet either to trade with diftant countries, or to hoard for af- 
ter times. He would likewife have them reckon themfelves 
enriched in enriching of the tabernacle; and to think that 
which was laid up in God’s houfe as truly their honour and 
wealth, as if it had been laid up in their own. 

A particular caution is given them to take heed of meddling 
with the forbidden f{poil; for what was devoted to God, if 
they offered to appropriate it to their own ufe, would prove 
accurfed to them ; therefore, ver. 18. Jn any ways keep your- 
Jelves from the accurfed thing: You will find yourfelves inclin- 
ed to reach towards it; but check yourfelves, frighten your- 
{elves from having any thing to do with it. He fpeaks as if 
he forefaw the fin of Achan ; which we have an account of in 
the next chapter, when he gives that reafon for the caution, 
Left, ye make the camp of Lrael a curfe, and trouble it; as it 
proved Achan did. ’ : 

Secondly, The entrance that was opened to them into the 
city by the fudden fall of the walls, or at leaft that part of the 
wall over againft which they then were when they gave the 
- thout, ver. 20. The wall fell down flat, and probably killed 
abundance of people; the guards that {tood centinel upon it, 
-or others that crowded upon it, to look at the Ifraelites that 
were walking round. We read of thoufands killed by the fall 
ofa wall, 1 Kings xx. 38. That which ‘they trulted to for 
defence proved their deflruGion. The fudden fall of the wall; 
no-doubt, put the inhabitants into fuch a con({ternation, that 
they had no ftrength nor fpirit to make any refiftance, but they 
‘became an eafy prey to the children of Ifrael, and faw to how 
~ hittle purpofe it was to fhut their gates again{ta people that had 
the Lord on the head of them, Mic. ii. 13. Note, The God 
of heaven eafily can, and certainly will, break down all the 
oppofing power of his and his church’s enemies. Gates of 
brafs and bars of iron are before him but as Straw and rotten 
mood, a. xlvy. 1, 2. Who will bring me into the  ftrong city ? 
will not thou, {0 God! Pfal. Ix..9, 10. Thus thall Satan’s 
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| might appear it was for the fake of her kindnefs to them, that : 


Chap. Vie 


| 
| 
+ i . 
kingdom fall, nor fhall any profper that harden themfclves ae 
gaintt God. > Spd in hale Ae 
Thirdly, The execution of the orders given concerning this 
devoted city, (1.) All that breathed were put to the fword; 
not only the men that were found in arms, but the women and 
children, ard old people. ‘Though they cried quarter, and 
begged ever fo earne(tly for their lives, there was no room for 
compaflion, pity muft be forgotten; they utterly defrayed all, 
ver. 21. If they had not had a-divine warrant under the feal — 
of miracles for this execution, it could not have been juftified; — 
nor can it juftify the like now, when we-are fure no fuch war- _ 
rant can be produced. But being appointed by the righteous _ 
Judge of heaven and earth to do it, who is not unrighteous in 
taking vengeance, they are to be applauded in doing it as the’ 
faithful minifters of his juftice. Work for God was then ~ 
bloody work ; and cur/ed was he that did it deceitfully, keeping 
back his [word from blood, Jer. xlviii. 10. But the. fpirit of 
the gofpel is very different ; for Chrift came not to deftroy- 
mens lives, but to fave them, Luke ix. 56. Chrift’s victories 
were of another nature. The cattle were put to death with 
the owners, as additional facrifices to the divine juftice. The 
cattle of the Ifraelites, when flain at the altar, were accepted: 


A 


"as facrifices for them ; but the cattle of thofe Canaanites were 


required to be flain as facrifices with them, for their iniquity 
was not to be purged with facrifice and offering: Both were 
for the glory of God. (2.) The city was burnt qwith fire, 
and all that was in it, ver. 24. The Ifraelites perhaps when 
they had taken Jericho, a large and well-built city, hoped they 
fhould have that for their head-quarters; but God will have __ 
them yet to dwellin tents, and therefore fires this neft, left 
they fhould neftle in it. (3.) All the filver and gold, and 
all thofe veflels which were capable of being. purified by fire, 
were brought into the treafury-of the houfe of the Lord ; “not, 
that he needed it, but he would be honoured by it,-~asthe 
Lord of hofts, of their hofts in particular, the God that gives 
the victory, and therefore may demand _ the {poil ; either the. 
whole as here, or as fometimes a tenth, Heb. vii. g. 
Fourthly, The prefervation of Rahab the harlot or inn- 
keeper, who perif/hed not with them that believed not, Heb xi. | 
31. ‘The public faith was engaged for her fafety, by the two 
{pies, who aétcd therein as public perfons; and therefore tho?  ~ 


the hurry they were in at the taking of the town, no doubt, 


was very great, yet Jofhua took effectual care for her prefer= 


_ vations The fame perfons that fhe had fecured, were employ- > 
| ed to fecure her, ver. 22, 23. ‘They. were beft able to deity 


who knew herand her houfe ; and they were fitteft to do it, that ite. 


fhe was thus diftinguifhed, and had_ her life given her for aan . 


| prey. All her kindred were faved with her ; like Noah, fhe 


believed to the faving of her houfe; and thus faith in Chrift: =, 
brings fa/vation to the houfe, Aas xvi. 31. Some. alk, how 
her houfe which is faid to have been upon the wall, chap. ii, 
15. efcaped falling with the wall? We are fure it did efcapey iS 

for fhe and her relations were fafe in it ; either though it joins 


_ ed fo near to the wall as to be faid to. be upon it, yetit was 


fo far off as not to fall either with the wall, or under it; or 
rather that part of the wall on which her houfe ftoad fell not. 
Now, being preferved alive, (1.) She was left for fometime 
without the camp to be purified from her Gentile fuperftition, 
which fhe was to renounce, and to be prepared for her admif- 
fion as a profelyte. (2.) She was in due time incorporated’. 
with the church of Ifrael, and the and her _ pofterity dwelt in- 
Ifrael, and her family was remarkable long after. We find. 
her the wife of Salmon, prince of Judah, mother of Boaz, and. 
named among the ancettors of our Saviour, Mateivg. Hae.” 
ving received Ifraclites in the name of Ifraelites, fhe had an 

. ra . Tfraelite’s » 
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_ Ifraelite’s reward. Bifhop Pierfon obferves, that Jothua’s fa- 
i ving Rahab the harlot, and admitting her into Ifracl, was a 
figure of Chrift’s receiving and entertaining into his kingdom 
4 the publicans and the harlots, Mat. xxi. 31. Or it may be 
plied to the converfion of the Gentiles. 

_ Fifihly, Jericho is condemaed to a perpetual defolation, and 
_ acurfe pronounced upon the man that at any time hereafter 


the elders and” people of Ifrael, not only by their own confent, 

er obliging themfelves and their pofterity never to’ rebuild this 
. city, but by the divine appointment ; God himfelf having for- 
_  bidden it under the fevere penalty here annexed, (1.) God 
would hereby thew the weight of a divine curfe ; where it refts 
there is no contending with it, nor getting from under it ; it 

brings ruin without remedy or repair. (2.) He would have 

it to remain in its ruins, a {tanding monument of his wrath a- 

gain@ the Canaanites, when the meafure of their iniquity was 

full; and of his mercy to his people, when the time was come 

for their fettlement in Canaan. The defolations of their ene- 

} mies were witneffes of his favour to them, and would upbraid 
them with their ingratitude to that God who had done fo much 
for them. The fituation of this city was very pleafant, and 
> probably its nearnefs to Jordan was an advantage to it, which 
. would tempt men to build upon the fame fpot ; but.they are 
S here’ told it is at their peril if they do it. Men build for their 
- __ pofterity, but he that builds Jericho fhall have no pofterity to 
? enjoy what he builds; his eldeft fon fhall die when he begins 
+ the work ; and if he take not warning by that ftroke to defilt, 
but will go on prefumptuoufly, the finifhing of his work fhall 
__ be attended with the funeral of his youngeft ; and we mutt fup- 
ofe all the reft cut off between. This curfe not being a curfe 
-___ caufelefs did come upon the man who long after did rebuild 
Jericho, 1 Kings xvi. 34.; but we are not to think it made 
the place ever the worfe when it was built, or brought any 
hart to them that inhabited it. We find Jericho afterwards 
raced with the prefence not only of thofé two great prophets 


‘lijah and Elifha, but of our bleffed Saviour himfelf, Luke | 


XIX. I.—-~il. 35+ Mat. xx. 29. Note, It is a dangerous 
thing to attempt the building up of that which God will have 
' ~~ to be deftroyed. See Mal. i. 4. ‘i 
- ~~ Lafily, AM this magnified Jofhua, and raifed his reputation ; 
ver. 27. _ It made him not only acceptable to Ifrael, but for- 
__ midable to the Canaanites, becaufe it appeared that God was 
With him of a truth: The Word of the Lord was with him, 
a fo the Chaldee, even Chrift himfelf, the fame that was with 
~ Mofes. Nothing can more raife a man’s reputation, nor make 
7 him appear more truly great, than to have the evidences of 

God’s prefence with him. 


; 

i 

; 
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¢ More than once we have found tharcffairs of Drael, then 

; when they were in the happich poflure, and gave the moft 

~~ bopeful profpedis, perplexed and embarraffed by fin, and 

q _ a fiop thereby pit to the moft promifing proceding:, The 
- tide calf, the murmuring at Kadefb, and the iniquity of 
| *Peor, had broke their meafures,-and given them great 

——— diflurbance ; and in this chapter we have fuch another 

 anftance of the interruption given to the progre/s of their 

_ arms by fin. But it being only the fin of one perfon or 

family, and foon expiated, the confequences were not fo 

mifchievous as of thofe other ; however, tt ferved to let 

them know that they were flil/ upon their good behaviour. 
| We have here, 1. The fin of Achan in meddling with the 
- accurfed thing, ver. 1. IL The defeat of ifrael before 
| i thereupon, ver. 2,—5. IIT. Jopeua’s humiliation and 
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fhould offer to rebuild it, ver. 26. ¥o/bua adjured them ; i.e. - 
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prayer on occafion of that fad difafer, ver. 6,—9. IV. 
The diredlions God gave him for the putting away of the 
guilt, which had provoked God thus to contend with him, 
ver. 10,—-15. V. The difeovery, trial, convidion, con- 
demnation, and execution of the criminal, by which the 
anger of God was turned away, ver. 16,—26. And by 
this flory tt appears, that ‘as the law, fo Canaan itfelf, 
made nothing perfect; the perfedion bath of holinefs and 
peace to God’s Lfrael ts to be expeded in the beaventy Ca- 
naan only. 


UT the children of Ifrael committed 4 tref- 
pafs in the accurfed thing: for Achan the 

fon of Carmi, the fon of Zabdi, the fon of Ze- 
rah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accurfed 


‘thing: and the anger of the Lorp was kindled- 


againft the children of Ifrael. 2 And Jofhua 
fent men from Jericho to Ai, which is befide 
Beth-aven, on the eaft-fide of Beth-el; and {pake 
unto them, faying, Go up and view the coun- 
try.. And the men went up and viewed Ai. 
3 And they returned to Jofhua, and faid unto 
him, Let not all the people go up: but let a- 


“bout two or three thoufand men go up and 


{mite Ai, and make not all the people to labour 
thither; for they are but few. 4 So there went 
up thither of the people about three thoufand 
men, and they fled before the men of Ai. 5 
And the men of Ai fmote of them about thirty 
and fix men: for they chafed them from before 
the gate even unto Shebarim, and {mote them 
in the going down: wherefore the hearts of the 
people melted, and became as water. - 


The ftory of this chapter begins with a dut. The Lord was 
with Fofbua, and his fame was noifed through all that country, 
fo the foregoing chapter ends; and it left no .room to doubt 
but that he would go on as he had begun, conquering and ta 
conquer. He did right, and obferved his orders in every thing. _ 
But the children of I{rael committed ua trefpaft, and fo fet God 
again{t them; and then even Jofhua’s name and fame, his wif- 
dom and courage, could do them no feryice. If we lofe our 
God, we lofe our friends, who cannot help us unlefs God be 
for us. Now, here is, 

[1.] Achan finning, ver. 1. Here is only.a general men- 
tion made of the fin, we hall afterwards have a more particu- 
lar account of it, from his own mouth. The fin is here faid 
to be taking of the accurfed thing, in difobedience.to the com- 
mand, and in defiance of the threatening, chap, vi. 18. In 
facking of Jericho orders were given, that they fhould neither 
{pare any lives, nor take any treafure to themfelves; we read 


not of the breach of the former prohibition, none to whom 


they fhewed any mercy, but of the latter. Compaffion was 
put off, and yielded to the law; but covetoufnefs did not. 
The love of the world is that root of bitterness which - of all 
other is moft hardly rooted up; yet the hiftory of Achan is a 
plain intimation, that he of all the thoufands of ifrael was the 
only delinquent in this matter. Had there been more in like 
manner guilty, no doubt we fhould -haye heard of it; and it 


is {trange there were no more: The temptation was {trong ; 


it was eafy to fuggeft, what pity it. was that fo many things of 
value fhould be burnt, to what purpofe is this wafte ? In phun- 
E BS, dering 


34 


dering of cities every man reckons himfelf intitled.to what he 
can lay his hands.on: It was eafy to promife themfelves fecre- 
cy and impunity: Yet by the grace of. God {uch impreflions 
were made upon the minds of the Ifraelites by the ordinances 


-of God, circumcifion and the paffover,. which they had Jately 


- yet feparated from them, nor difowned by them. 
iti. e. by what Achan did guilt was derived upon the whole . 


been partakers of, and by the providences of God which had 
been concerning them, that they ftood in.awe of the divine 
precept and judgment, and generoufly denied themfelves, in 


- obedience.to ther God. And yet, though it was a fingle per- 


fon that finned, the children of Ifrael are faid to commit the 
trefpafs, becaufe one of their body did it, and he was-not as 
They did 


fociety of which he was a member. ‘This fhould be a warn- 
ing to us to take heed of fin ourfelves; left by it many be de- 
filed; or difquieted, Heb. xi. 15.; and to take heed of ha- 
ving fellowfhip with finners, and of being in with them left we 
fhare in their guilt. Many a careful tradefmen has been bro- 
ken by a-carelefs partner. And it concerns-us to watch over 


one another for the preventing of fins, becaufe others fin may .. 


redound to our damage. 

[2.] The camp of Ifrael fuffering for the fame. 
ger of the Lord was kindled againft [fracl; he faw the. offence, 
though they did not, and takes a courfe to make them fee it ; 
for one way or other, fooner or later, fecret fins will be. brought 


to light ;. and if men inquire not after them, God, will, and with: 


his inquiries will awaken theirs. Many acommunity is under 
uilt and wrath, and is not aware.of it, till the fire breaks out: 
ia it brake out quickly. 

~ 1. Jofhua fends a detachment to feize upon the next city, 


_ that was in their way, and that was Ai.» Only three thoufand 


men were fent, adyice being-brought him by his {pies that the 
place was inconfiderable; and needed no greater force for the 
reduction of it, ver. 2, 3. Now, perhaps it was a_ culpable 
affurance, or fecurity rather, that they fent fo {mall a party on 
this: expedition, and an indulgence of the people in the love of 
eafe ; for they will not have a// the people to labour thither : 
Perhaps the people were the lefs forward to go upon this ex- 
pedition, -becaufe they were denied the plunder of Jericho; 
and'thefe {pies were willing they fhould-be gratified. Where- 


“as when that town was to be taken, though God by his own 


power would throw down the walls, yet they muft al/ labour 
thither, ‘and labour there too, in walking round it, 


labour, and contrived how to /pare their pains. It is required 
that we work out our falvation, though it is God that works in 
Tt has likewife often proved of ill confequence to make 
too light of an enemy. They are but few, (fay the {pies ;) 
but as few as they were, they were too many for them. It 
will awaken our care and diligence in our Chriftian warfare, to 
confider that we wreflle with principalities and powers. 

2. This party he fent, in their firft attack upon the town 


were repulfed with fome lofs, ver. 4, 5. They fled before the 


men of At, finding themfelves unaccountably difpirited, and 
their enemies to fally out upon them with more vigour and re- 
folution than they expected. -In their retreat, they had about 
thirty-fix men cut off; no great lofs indeed out of fuch a num- 
ber, but a dreadful furprife to thofe who had no reafon to ex- 
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- tended in-their. defeat. 


The an- 


Tt did not « 
* bode well at all, that God’s Ifrael began to think much of their 


his duty and honour to 


teach them always to rejoice with trembling. 


harden the Canaanites and to.make them the more fecure, not- 


_ with{tanding the terrors-they had been {track with, that their 


ruin when it came, might be the more dreadful. 


(3-) To be 


an evidence of God’s. difpleafure. again{t -Ifrael, andva call to _ 


them.to purge out the.old leavens And, this.was principally in- 


[3-] The retreat of this party in diforder, put- the whole 
camp, of Ifrael;into.a fright: The hearts. of the people melted, 
not fo much for the lofs as. for the difappointment., Jofhua 
had affured them, that she ving, God would without fail drive 
out the Ganaanites from before them, chap. i 10. how can this 
event be reconciled.to that promife? ‘To every. thinking. man 
among them»it appeared an indication of God’s difpleafure, 


and an omen of fomething worfe, and therefore no. marvel it 


put them into fuch a, contternation:s if God turn to be their e- 
nemy. and fight againfl them, what will become of them? ‘True 
Ifraelites tremble when, God is angry. : 
6-4 And Jofhua rent his cloaths, and fell to 
the earth upon. his face before the ark of the 
Lorn, until the even-tide, he. and: the elders of 
Ifrael, and put duft-upon their heads. 7 And 
Jofhua faid, Alas, O Lord God, wherefore haft 
thou at all brought this people over Jordan, to 
deliver us into the-hand. of the: Amorites, to 
deftroy us? would to God we had been content, 


and dwelt on the other fide Jordan! 8 O Lord, | 4 


what fhall'I fay, when Lfrael turneth their backs 
before their enemies! 9. For the Canaanites, and 
all the inhabitants. of the land fhall hear of i¢, 


and fhall environ us round, and cut offour name __ 
from the earth: and what wilt thou do unto 


thy great name> sate ; 

We have here.an account: of the mighty concern: Jofhua was 
in upon this fad occafion. He, as a public perfon, interefted 
himfelf more than any other in this public lofs ; and is there- 
in ao example to: princes and great men, and teacheth them:to 
lay much to heart the calamities that befal their people: He is 


Let not him that 
girdeth on the harne/s boafl, as. he that putteth: it. off. (2.).To- 


l 


allo a type of Chrift, to whom the blood of his: fubjedts is:pre- 


cious, Pial. Ixxit. 14.° Obferve, 
[1.] How he grieved... He rent: his cloaths, ver..6. in: tos 
ken of great forrow, and a deep refentment of the trouble, and 


efpecially a dread of God’s difpleafure, which» was. certainly 


the caufe of it. Had it been but the common chance of war, 
(as we are too apt to exprefs-it,) it-had, not become a -gene- 
ral,to droop thus under it: But when God was angry, It was 
ers that ever was, owned his flz/b trembled for fear of God, 
Pfal. cxix. 129. As one humbling him/felf under. the mighty 


lent thus. Ona of the bravelt foldi- i 


hand of God, he fell to the earth upon his face; not thinking it 


any difparagement to him to lie thus low before the great Ged, 
to whom he directed thefe reverences, by keeping his eye to- 
wards the ark of the Lord. 'The.elders of Ifrael being inte- 


pect, any other im any attack but clear, and cheap, and certain 
vitory. And now, as it proves, it is well there were but three 
thoufand that fell under this difgrace. Had the body of the 
army been there, they had been no more. able to keep their 
 ground,*now they were ander guilt and wrath, than this fmall — 
party, and to them/!the defeat would have been much more 
grievous and difhonourable. However, it was bad, enough as 
it was ; and‘ feryed, (1.) To: humble God’s Mrael, and to 


re{ted in the caufe, and influenced by his example, proftrated. 
themfelves with him, and, in token. of deep. humiliation, put 
duf? upon their heads, not only as mourners, but as penitents; 
not doubting but it was for fome fin or other that God did 
thus contend with them, (though they. knew not. what it was,). 
they humbled themfelves. before God, and thus deprecated the 
progrefs of his wrath.. This they continued until even-tide, to. 
fhew that it was not the refult of a fudden paffion, but proceed- 
ae a ide. SEE PE LP geo) 


\ 
eo 


Chap. VII. 


ed from a deep convistion ‘of their mifery and: danger if God 
were any ‘way provoked to depart from them. —Jofhua did not 
fall foul upon his fpies for ‘the > mifinformation concerning the 
firength of the enemy, nor upon the ‘foldiers for their cowar- 
dice, though perhaps both -were blame-worthy ; but his. eye is 
up to God, for is there any evil-in the'camp, and he has not done 
it? His’ eye is «upon: God as difpleafed, and: that troubles 


Sears sre SiS ; 


~~ 


* 


[2.]. How he prayed, or'pleaded rather, humbly expoftu- 
lating the cafe with God; not fallen and out of humour, as 
David, iwhen the Lord had made -a breach upon Uxza, but 
much .affeGted : His fpirit feemed to'be fomewhat ruffled. and 
difcompofed ; yet ‘not fo-as to be put out of frame for prayer} 
butiby ‘giving veat to his trouble:in a humble addrefs to God, 
he keeps his temper, and it ends well. 

iff; Now he wwitheth’they had all taken up with the lot of 
the two tribes on the other fide Jordan, ver. 7. “He thinks it 
had-been better:to have ‘{taid'there and’ been: cut fhort, than 
come’ hither to be: cut off. This favours too'much of difcon- 
tent and diftru& of God, and cannot be juftified, though the 
furprife and difappointment to one’ deeply concerned ‘for ‘the 
public-intereft may in part excufe it. 'Thofe ‘words, -Where- 


Sore haft thou brought-us ‘over Fordan: to defroy us’? are too 


fike «what the +murmurers ‘often | faid, Exod.°xiv. 11,-12.— 
RVI 3.—--xvil. 3. Numb. xiv.2, 3. ‘But he that’ fearcheth 
the heart, knew they came from-another’ fpirit, and therefore 
Was not extreme.to mark -what he faid amifs. Had Jofhua 


- confidered that this little: diforder their affairs--were put into, 


no doubt proceeded from fomething amifs, which yet might 
eafily be redreffed, and all fet'to rights-again, (as often in his 
predeceflor’s time,) he would not have fpoken of it asa thing 
taken’ for granted, that they were delivered <into the hand of 
the Amorites to be deftroyed. God knows what -he doeth, 
though we donot ; but this ave may be fure of, he never did, 
nor ever-will do us any wrong. 4 
2dly, He {peaks as one quite at'a lofs-concerning the mean: 


_ ing of this event, ver. 8. What /hall I fay, what conftraétion 


can I put upon it, when L/rael, ‘thy own people, for whom 
thou haft lately done fuch great things, and ‘to whom ‘thou haft 
promifed the full poffeffion of this land, when: they turn their 
backs before their enemies; their necks, fo the word is ; when 
they not only’ flee before them, but fall before them, and ‘be- 
come a prey to them? What \fhall we think of the divine 
power? is the Lord’s arm fhortened ? Of the divine promife ? 
is his word yea.and nay ? Of what God has done for us, fhall 


_‘that.be all undone again: and ‘prove in vain? Note, The me- 


thods of providence ‘are ‘often intricate and perplexing, and fuch 
as the wifeft-and beft of men know not what to fay to; but 


they foall know hereafter, Johw xiii. 7. 


- 3dly, He pleads the danger Ifrael was now in of being ruin- 
ed; he gives up all for gone: ‘The Canaanites ball environ us 
round, concluding that now our defence is departed, and the 
fcales are turned in their favour ; we fhall-be in’ their. eyes as 
contemptible as ever“we were formidable, and they fhall cut off 


our name from the earth, ver. 9. \'Thus’even good’ men, when 


things: go again{t them a little, are too apt to fear the wortft, 
and make ‘harder conclufions than there is reafon for. ‘But 


' this comes in here-‘as a‘ plea; Lord, Jet not Ifrael’s name 


which:has been fo dear to thee, and fo great in the world, be 
CuvOfh 6 7 dws i). : 

- 4thly, He pleads the reproach that ‘would be caft on God; 
and that if Ifrael were’ ruined, -his glory would faffer by it. 
“They-will cut off our-name, faith he ; yet, as if he had correc- 


_ ted himfelf for infifting ‘upon that, it is no great matter (thinks 
he) what comes'of onr little name, the cutting off of that will 


bea fmallilofs ; but what wilt thou-do for thy great name ? 


-Jofhua ‘had proftrated himfelf, ver. 6. 
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This he looks upon and laments as thé great aggravation of 
the calamity 5 he feared it would refle@t on God, his wifdom 
and power, his goodnefs and faithfulnefs; what would the 
Egyptians fay? Note, Nothing is more grievous to a gracious 
foul than difhonour done to God’s name. This alfo he infifts 
upon-as a-plea for the preventing of his fears, and the return 
of God’s favour; it is the only word in all his addrefs that 
has any encouragement in it; and he concludes with it, lea~ “ 
ving it to this iflue, Father, glorify thy name. The name of 
God isa great name, above every name ; and whatever hap- 
pens, we ought to believe that he will, and pray that he would, 
work for his own name, that that may not be polluted. This 
fhould be our concern more than any thing elfe; on this we 
mu{t fix-our eye, as the end of all our'defires ; and from this _ 
we muft fetch our encouragement as the foundation of all our 
hopes: We cannot urge a better plea than this, Lord, what 
wilt thou do for thy great name? Let God im all be glorified ; 
and then welcome his whole will. 


to 4 And the Lorp faid unto Jofhua, Get 
thee up, wherefore lieft thou thus upon thy 
face? 11 Ifrael hath finned, and they have alfo 
tran{grefled my covenant which I commanded 
them: for they have even taken of the accurfed 
thing, and have alfo ftolen, and diffembled alfo, 
and they have put 7¢ even amongft their own 
ftuff. 12 Therefore the children of Ifrael could 
not ftand before their enemies, but turned rheir 
backs before their enemies, becaufe they were 
accurfed: neither will I be with you any more, 
except ye deftroy the accurled from amongtt. 
you, 13 Up, fandtify the people, and fay, Sanc- 
tify yourfelves againft to-morrow: for thus faith 
the Lord God of Ifrael, There is an accurfed 
thing in the midft of thee, O Ifrael: thou cant 
not ftand before thine enemies, until ye takea- 
way the accurfed thing from among you. ‘14 In 
the morning therefore ye fhall be brought ac- 
cording to your tribes: and it fhall be that the ~ 
tribe which the Lorp taketh, fhall come. ac- 
cording to the families thereof; and the fami- 
ly which the Lorn fhall take, fhall come -by 
houfeholds ; and the houfehold which the Lorp 
fhall take, fhall come man by man. 15 And 
it fhall be, that he that is taken with the -ac- 
curfed thing, fhall be burnt. with. fire, he and 
all that he hath: becaufe he hath tranfereffed. 
the covenant of the Lorn, and becaufe he hath _ 
wrought folly in Ifrael. 


~ We have here God’s anfwer to Jofhua’s addtefs, which we 
may fuppofe came from the oracle over the ark, before which 
Thofe. that defire ta 
know the will of God, mutt attend with their defires upon the 
lively oracles, and wait at wifdom’s gates, for wifdom’s diétates, 
Prov. viii. 34. And let thofe that find themfelves under the 
tokens of God’s difpleafure, never complain of him, but complain 
to him, and they thall receive an anfwer of peace. The anfwer 
came immediately, while he was yet Speaking, Was Ixy. 24.3, as 
that to Daniel, chap. ix. 20. : 

E2 Lif, 
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Firf, God encourageth Jothua againit his prefent defpond- 
encies, and the black and melancholy apprehenfions he had of 
the prefent polture of lfrael’s affairs, ver. 10. Get. thee up, faf- 
fer not thy {pirits to droop and fink thus ; ‘wherefore lief thou 
thus upon thy face? No doubt, Jofhua did well to humble him- 
felf before God, and mourn as he did under the tokens of his 
difpleafure; but now Ged tells him, it was ‘enough, he would 
not have him continue any longer in that melancholy pofture 
for God delights not in the griefs of penitents when they afflict 
their fouls, further than as it qualifies them for pardon.and peace; 
the days even of that mourning mu{t be ended. Arife, /bake 
thyfelf from the duff, Ma. li. 2. Jofhua continued his mourn- 
ing ti// even-tide, ver. 6.3 fo late, that they could do nothing 
that night towards the difcovery of the criminal, but were for- 
ced to put it off till next morning. Daniel, (chap: ix. 21.) 
and Lzra, (chap, ix. 5, 6.) continued their mourning only 
till the time of the evening-/acrifice ; that revived them both ; 
but Jofhua went paft that time, and therefore is thus roufed. 
Get thee up, do not lie all night there. Yet we find that Mo- 
fes fell down before the Lord forty days and forty nights, to 
make interceffion for Irael, Deut. ix. 18. Jothua mult get up 
becaufe he has other work to do, than to lie theres the accur- 
fed thing mutt be difeovered, and caft out ; and the fooner the 
better. Jofhua is the man that muft do it; and therefore it is 
time for him to lay afide his mourning-weeds, and put on-his 
judge’s robes, and clothe himfelf with zeal as a cloak ; weeping 
mutt not hinder fowing, not one duty of religion juftle out an- 
other. Every thing is beautiful in its feafon. Shechaniah had 
perhaps an eye to this in what he faid to Ezra upon a like oc- 
cafion. See Ezra x. 2, 3, 4. : 

Secondly, He informs him of the true and only caufe of this 
difafter, and fhews him wherefore he contended with them, 
ver. 11. Srael hath finned. Think not that God’s mind is 
changed, his arm fhortened, or his promife about to fail; ‘no, 
it is fin, it is fin, that great mifchief-maker, that has {topped the 
current of divine favours, and has made this breach upon you. 
The finner is not named, though the fin is defcribed: But it 
is {poken of as the act of Ifrael in general, till they have faften- 
ed it upon the particular perfon; and their godly forrow have fo 
wrought a clearing of themfelves, as theirs did, 2 Cor. vil. 11. 
‘Obferve how the fin is here made to appear exceeding finfal, 
(1.) They have iranfgreffed my covenant, an expres precept 
with a penalty annexed-to it. It was agreed, that God fhould 


have all the fpoil of Jericho, and they fhould have the fpoil of — 
the reft of the cities of Canaan; but in robbing God of his 


part they tranfgreffed this covenant. (2.) They have even taken 
of the devoted thing, in contempt of the curfe which was fo fo- 
lemnly denounced again{t him that fhould dare to break in up- 
on God’s property, as if that curfe had nothing in it formida- 
ble. (3.) They have alfa flolen; they did it clandeftinely, as 
if they could conceal it from the divine omnifcience ; and they 
were, ready to fay, The Lord /hall: not fee, or will not mifs fo 
“ finall a matter out of fo great a fpoil. “Thus thou thoughteft I 
was altogether fuch a one as thyfelf. (4.) They have difembled 


alfo. Probably, when the action was over, Jofhua called all . 


the tribes, and afked them, whether they had faithfully difpofed 
of the {poil, according to the divine command ? and charged 
them, if they knew of any tranfgreffion, they fhould difcover it ; 
but Achan joined with the reft in a general proteftation of in- 
nocency, and Kept his countenance, like the adulterous. woman, 
that eats and wipes her mouth, and faith, I have done no wick- 


edne[s. Nay, (5.) They have put the accurfed thing among 


their own goods, as,if they had as. good a title to that as to any 
thing they have ; never expecting to be called to an account, 
dor defigning to make reftitution. All this Jofhua, though a wife 
and vigilant ruler, knew nothing of, till God told him, who. 


v 


‘out the criminal. 


_ the arrefts are in his name. ; 
thy fervants, Gen. xliv. 16. It is alfa intimated with what a” 
kee. pee ‘celta 


Chap, VE. 


knows all the fecret wickednefs that is in the world, which 


men know nothing of. . God could at this time have told him 
who the perfon was that had done this thing, but doth not. 
(1.) To exercife the zeal of Jofhua and Ifrael, in fearching 
(2.) To give the finner himfelf {pace to re- 
pent, and make confeflion.. Jofhua, no doubt, proclaimed it 
prefently throughout the camp, that there was fuch a tranfgref- 
fion committed ; upon which, if Achan -had furrendered him= 
felf, and penitently owned his guilt, and prevented the fcrutiny, 
who knows but he might have had the benefit of that law which 
accepted of a trefpa/s-offering, with reflitution from thofe that had 


Jinned through ignorance in the holy things of the law 2 Lev. vs 


15,16. , But Achan never difcovering himfelf till the lot dif 
covered him, evidenced the hardnefs of his heart; and there- 
fore he found no mercy. ; : 

Thirdly, He awakens him to inquire further into it, by tell- 
ing him, (1.) That this was the only ground of the controvers 
fy God had with them, this, and. nothing elfe; fo’that when 
this accurfed thing was put away, he need not fear, all would 
be well; the {tream of their fucceffes, when this one obftruétion. 
was removed, would run as {trong as ever. (2.) That if this 


accurfed thing were not deftroyed, they could not expect the 


return of God’s gracious prefence ; in plain terms, Neither will 
L be with you any more as 1 have been, except ye deftroy the ac- 
curfed, i.e. the accurfed perfon, who is made fo by the accur-. 
fed thing. That which is accurfed will be deftroyed; and 
they whom God has intrufted. to bear the fword, bear it’ in 
vain, if they make it not a terror to that wickednefs which 
brings thefe judgments of God on a land. By perfonal repent- 


ance and reformation, we deftroy the accurfed thing in our own’ 
hearts; and unlefs we do that, we mult never expect the favour ' 


of the blefled God. Let all men know, it is nothing but fin 


that feparates between them and God; and if that be not fin- : 


cerely repented of and forfaken, it will {eparate eternally. 


Fourthly, He direés him in what method to make this in- 2 
quiry and profecution.” (1.) He mult /andify the people, now — 


over night ; that is, as it is explained, he muft command them 
to fanélify themfelves, ver. 13. And what can either magi- 


{trates or minifters do more towards fan@ification ? They 


muft put themfelves into a fuitable frame to appear before God, 
and fubmit to the divine f{crutiny ; muft examine themfelves,. 
now God was coming to examine them, mult prepare to. meet 
their God. They. were called to fanctify themfelves,. when. 
they were to receive the divine law, Exod. xix.; and now al- 
fo when they were.to come under the divine judgment ; for in 


both God is to be attended with the utmoft reverence. © There - 


is an accurfed thing in the midft of thee ; and therefore fancify 
yourfelves, i. e. let all that are innocent be able to clear them- 


felves, and be the more careful to cleanfe themfelyes: ‘The fins’ 


of others may be improved by us, as furtherances of our fanc= 
tification, as the fcandal of the inceftuous Corinthian occafioned. 


Chap. VIL 


| Xvill, 25. 


certain and unerring judgment the righteous God doth, and 
will, diftinguifh between the innocent and the guilty ; fo that 
though for-a time they feem involved in the fame condemna- 
tion, as the whole tribe did when it was firft taken by the lot, 
yet he. who'has his fan in his hand, will effectually provide for 


‘the taking out of the precious from the vile; fo that though the 
_righteous be of the fame tribe, and family, and houfehold, with 


the wicked, yet they fhall never be treated as the wicked, Gen. 
(3.) When the criminal was found out-he muft'be 
put to death without mercy, (Heb. x. 28.) 3 and. with all the 
expreffions of a holy deteftation, ver. 15. He and all that he 
has mult be burnt with fire, that there might be no remainders 
of the accurfed thing among thent.. . And the reafon given for 
this fevere fentence is, becaufe the criminal has, 1/7, Given a 
great affront to God; he has tranfgreff2d the covenant of the 
Lord, who is jealous particularly for the honour of the holy 
covenant. 2dly, He has done a great injury to the church of 


God; he has wrought folly in Lfrael; hath fhamed that na- 


tion who is looked upon by all its neighbours to be a wife and 
an underflanding peoples hath infected that nation which is fanc- 
tified to God, and troubled that nation which he is the-protec- 


- tor of. ‘Thefe being crimes fo heinous in their nature, and of 


’ fuch pernicious confequence and example, the execution which 


_and the filver under it. 
‘meffengers, and they ran unto the tent, and 
behold, it was hid in his tent, and the filver un- 


- fhua, and unto all the children of 
- Jaid them out before the Lorp. 
~- fhua, and all Ifrael with him, took Achan the 


otherwife would have come under the imputation of cruelty, is 
to be applauded as a piece of neceflary juftice. It was facri- 
lege, it was invading God’s rights, alienating his property, and 
converting to a private ufe, that which was devoted to his glo- 
ry, and appropriated to the fervice of his fanctuary, that was to 
be thus feverely punifhed, for warning to all people in all ages, 


to take heed how they rob God. pls: 


16.4 So Jofhua rofe up early in the morning, 
and brought Ifrael by their tribes; and the 
tribe of Judah was taken: 17 And he brought 
the family of Judah; and he took the family of 
the Zarhites: and he brought the family of the 
‘Larhites man by man; and Zabdi was taken: 
18 And he brought his houfehold man by man, 
and Achan the fon of Carmi, the fon of Zabdi, 
the fon of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was ta- 
ken. . 19 And Jofhua faid unto Achan, My fon, 
give, I pray.thee, glory to the Lorp God of I- 


rael, and make confeffio» unto him; and tell _ 
me now what thou haft done, hide 7¢ not from _ 


me. 20 And Achan anfwered Jofhua, and faid, 


Indeed I have finned againit the Lorp God of 


Ifrael, and thus and thus have I done. 21 When 
I faw among the fpoils a goodly Babylonith gar- 
‘ment, and two hundred fhekels of filver, and a 
wedge of gold of fifty fhekels weight, then I co- 
veted them, and took them ; and behold, they 
are hid in the earth, in the midft of my tent, 


der it. 23 And they took them out of the 
midft of the tent, and brought. them unto Jo- 
Ifrael, and 
24 And fo- 


22 F So Jofhua fent _ 
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fon of Zerah, and the filver, and the garment, 
and the wedge of gold, and his fons, and his 
daughters, and his oxen, and his afles, and his 
theep, and his tent, and all that he had; and 
they-brought them unto the valley of Achor, 
25 And Jofhua faid, Why haft thou troubled 
us? the Lorn fhall trouble thee this day. And 

all Ifrael ftoned him with ftones, and burned — 
them. with fire, after they had ftoned them with 
ftones.. 26 And they raifed over him a great 
heap of {tones unto this day: So the Lorb turn- 
ed from-the fiercenefs of his anger: wherefore 


the namé of that place was called, The valley of 


Achor unto this day. 

We have in thefe verfes,. 

Firft, The difcovery of Achan, by the lot ; which proved @ 
perfect lot, though it proceeded gradually. ‘Though we may 
fuppofe that Jofhua flept the better, and with the more eafe 
and fatisfaction, when he knew the worit of the dileate of that 
body, which, under God, he was the head of, and was put in- 
to a certain method-of cure ; yet he rofe up early im the morn- 
ing, ver. 16. So much was his heart upon it, to put away the 
accurfed thing. We have found jofhua upon other occafions 
an early rifer; here it fhews his zeal, and vehement. defire, to 
fee Ifracl reftored to the divine favour. In the ferntiny ob- 
ferve, (1.) That the guilty tribe was that of Judah, which was, 
and was to be, of all the tribes the mo{t honourable and illuf- 
trioas. This was an allay to their dignity, and might ferve as 
a check to their pride. Many there were which were its glo- 
ries, but here was one that wasits reproach. Let not.the beft 
families think it {trange if there be thofe found in them, and 
defcending from them, that prove their grief and fhame. Judah 
was to have the firft and largeft lot in Canaan; the more inex- 
cufable is one of that tribe, if, not content to wait for his own 
fhare, he break in upon God’s property. The Jews tradition | 
is, That when the tribe of Fudah was taken, the valiant men of 
that tribe drew their fwords, and prefefled they would not 
fheathe them again till they faw the criminal pynifhed, and 
themfelves cleared that knew their own innocency. (2.) That. 
the guilty perfon was. at length faltened upon, and the language 
of the lot was, Thou art the man, yer. 18. It was f{trange that 
Achan being confcious to himfelf of guilt, when he faw the lot 
come nearer and nearer to him, had. not either the wit to make 
an efcape, or the grace to make a confeflion ; but his heart qwas: 
hardened through the deceitfulne/s of fin, and it proved to be to 
his own defirudtion. We may well imagine how his counte- 
nance changed, and what horror and confufion: feized him, 
when he was fingled out as the delinquent, when the eyes of alt 
Ifrael were faftened upon him, and every one was ready to fay, 
Have we found thee, O our enemy? See here, 1ft,, The folly of 
thofe that. promife themfelves fecrecy in fin. The righteous 
God has many ways of bringing to light the hidden works: 
of darknefs; and fo bringing to fhame and ruin thofe that con- 
tinue their fellowfhip with thofe unfruitful works. 4 bird of 
the air, when God pleafeth, /ball carry the voice, Eccl. x. 20» 
See Pfal. xciv..7, &%c. 2d/y, How much it is our concern, _ 
when God is contending with us, to find out what. the caufe 
of aétion is, what the particular fin is, that, like Achan, trou- 
bles our camp. We muft thus examine ourfelves, and care- 
fully review the records of confcience, that we may find, out 
the accurfed thing, and pray earneftly, with holy Job, Lord, 


Jhew me wherefore thou contendeft with me, “Ditcoyer the. trai- 


tor, and it fhall be no longer harboured. 
Seeondly;, 
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Secondly, His arraignment and examination, ver. 19. Jofhua 
fits judge ; and though abundantly fatisfied in his guilt, by the 
determination of the lot, yet urges him to make.a penitent con- 
feflion, that his foul might be faved by it in the other world, 
though he could not give him any encouragement to “hope that 
he fhould fave his life by it. *Obferve, (1.) How he befpeaks 
him, with the greateft mildnefs and tendernefs that could be, 


hke a true difciple of Mofes. He might juftly have called him ~ 


thief and rebel, Raca, and thou fool; but he calls him fon: He 
might have adjured him to confefs, as the high prieft did our 
‘blefled Saviour, or threatened him with the’torture, to extort 
a confeflion ; but for love’s fake he rather befeecheth him, I 
«pray thee make’ confeflion. This is an example to all not:to 
infult over thofe that are in-mifery, though they have brought 
themfelves into it by their own wickednefs ; but to treat even 


offenders with the fpirit of meeknéfs, not knowing what we 


ourfelves fhould have been and done, if God had put us into 
the hand of our own counfels. It is likewife an example to 
magiltrates, in executing’ juftice, to govern their own paflions 
with a ftriét and prudent hand, and never fuffer themfelves to 
be tranfported by them into any indecencies of behaviour or 
language, no-not towards thofe ‘that have given the greatett pro- 
vocations. The wrath of man worketh not the righteoufne/s of 
God. Let them remember the judgment is God’s, who is lord 
of his anger. ‘This is the likelie{t method of. bringing offenders 
to repentance. (2.) What he befpeaks him to do; to confefs 


the fact, to confefs it to God, the party offended by the crime. © 


Jofhua was to him in-God’s ftead ; fo that’ in confefling to him 
he confefled to God. Hereby he would fatisfy Jofhua, and 
the congregation, concerning that which was laid.to’ his charge : 
His confeflion would alfo bean evidence of his repentance ; 
and a warning to others to take heed of-finning after the fimi- 
litude of his tranfgreffion. But that which Jofhua aims at here- 
in, is, that God might be honoured by it, as the Lord, the 
God of ‘infinite knowledge and power, from’ whom’ no fecrets 
are hid ; and as the God-of Ifrael, who as he’ doth particularly 
refent affronts given to his Erael, fo he doth the affronts givenhim 
by Ifrael. Note, In confefling fin, as we take fhame to our- 
felves, fo we give glory to God, asa righteous God,’ owning 
him jultly difpleafed- with us ; and as a good God, who will not 
improve our confeflions as evidences’ again{t us; ‘but is faithful 
and juft to forgive, then when we are brought to-own that he 
- would be faithful and juft if he fhould punith. «By fin we have 
_ Injured God in his honour, Chrift by his Geath has’ made fatis- 
faction for the injury;~ but it is required, that we by repentance 
fhew our good-will to his honour, and, as far as in us lies, give 
glory to him. Bifhop Patrick quotes the Samaritan chronicle, 
_ ‘making Jofhua to fay here to Atchan, “ Lift up thine eyes to 
“the King of heaven and earth, and-acknowledge that’ nothing 
“can be hid from him who knows’the ‘greateft fecrets.”” 

Thirdly, His confeffion ; which, now at‘laft, when he faw 
‘tt was to no purpofe to ‘conceal his crime, ‘was free’ and ingenu- 
“ous enough, ver.20, 21. Here's, 

[1.] A penitent acknowledgment of the fault: Indeed J 
have finned 3 what I am charged ‘with, is too'true:to ‘be denied, 
and too bad'to'be ‘excufed ; IT own it, I lament it; the- Lord is 
righteous in bringing it'to light, for indeed I have finned. ‘This 
is the language of a penitent that is fick of -his fin} ‘and: whofe 


confcience is loaded with it. I havé nothing to-acciife any‘one | 


“elfe of, but a great deal to fay againft myfelf! it is with me'that 
‘the accurfed thing:is found; I'am the man whovhave perverted 
that which was right, and it profited mé not. And that where- 
with he aggravates the fin is, that it’ was committed again/? the 
‘Lord God of Ifrael. He was himfelfan Ifvaclite, a fharer 


“with the reft of that’ exalted nation in theirprivileges ; fo that © 


An offending the God of Zfrael,he offended: his own God; which 


~what-eomes of ill-gotten goods, and. how they! will be cheated 
Pe f : ty fer chat. Bae 


: 


laid him under the guilt of the bafeft treachery and ingratitude 
imaginable. - : ¥ 

[2.] A “particular: narrative ‘of the fad: Thus and thus 
have I done. God'had told Jofhua in general, that’ apart of 
the devoted things was alienated ; but leaves to him to draw 
from Achan an account of the particulars; for, one way or o- 
ther, God will make finners own tongues to fall upon themfelves, 
(Pfal. Ixiv. 8.) If ever he bring them to repentance, they will 
be their own’ accufers, and their awakened confciences will be 


inftead of a thoufand witneffes. . Note, It. becomes penitents, 
‘in the confeflion of their fin to God, to be very particular: Not 


only I have finned, but in this and that inftance I have finned ; 
reflecting with regret upon all the {teps that led to the fin ; and 
all the circumftances that-agpravatedvit, and«made it exceeding 
Ninful: Thus and thus have I done. He :confefleth, 1/7, To 
the things taken. In plundering a houfe in Jericho he found 
a goodly Babylonifh garment; the word fignifies a robe, fuch as 
princes wore when they appeared in ftate ; probably, it’ belong- 
ed to the king of Jerichos it ~was far fetched, if fetched, as 
we tranflate it, from «Babylon. ».4 garment of divers colours, — 
fo fome render it. ‘Whatever it was, in-his eyes it made a ve- 
ry glorious fhew. A thoufand :pities (thinks Achan) that it 


-fhould be burnt ; then it will do no:body any°good : If I take, 


it for myfelf, it will ferve: me ‘many a year for my beft coat. 
Under thefe pretences he makes bold with this firft, and:thinks 
it no harm to’ fave it from the fire. But his hand being.thus 
in, he proceeds to’ take a -bag:of money, fava hundred fhekels, 
z. e. One hundred ounces of filver, and a wedge of gold, which 
weighed fifty /bekels; t. e. twenty-five ounces. ‘He ‘could ‘not - 
plead that.in taking of thefe he faved them from the sire, for 


the filver and gold were to be laid up in the treafury; but they — 


that make a flight excufe to ferve in dating to commit one fin, 
will have their hearts fo hardened by that, that they will ven- 


‘ture upon the hext’ without: fuch an. exeufe ; for the way of 
‘fin is down-hill. See what poor prize it was-for which Achan 


ran this defperate hazard, and what an unfpeakable lofer he 
was by the bargain. See Mat.'xvi. 26. 2d/y; He confeffeth 
the manner of taking them. | (1.)' The fin (began iin ithe eye. 
He faw thefe fine things, as Eve faw the forbidden fruit, and. 
was ftrangely charmed with the fight.. See what comes of 
fuffering the heart to walk after the eyes;.and what need we 
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have to make this covenant with our eyes, that if they wander, —_ 


‘they fball be fore to weep for it. -Look-not thou upon-the — 
“wine that is red, upon the woman that is fair : Clofe the right , 


eye that thus offends theey to prevent the neceflity of plucking it 
out, and cafling it from thee, Mat. v. 28, 29. (2.) It pro. 


ceeded out of the heart. He owns, I coveted them. Thus luft . 


conceived, and brought forth this fin, "They that-would be kept. 
‘from finful-adions, muft mortify and’ check in themfelves. fin- 
‘ful: defires, particularly, the defire of ‘worldly wealth, which we 
more ‘particularly call covetoufnefs. -O what a world.of evil 
is the love of money the root of! Had Achan looked upon 
thefe things with an eye of faith, he would have feen them 
accurfed things, and would have dreaded them ; but looking 
upon them with -an “eye ‘ of ‘fenfe only, -he faw themogoodly 


things,»and coveted them. «It was not the looking, but. the — 
-lufting, that ruined ‘him. . (3.) When: he had committed it, he 
‘was very induftrious ‘to conceal it. . Having taken of the for- 
bidden treafures, fearing, left any fearch fhould be made for pro- 


hibited goods, he hid them in the earthy as one that refolved to 


“keep what he had‘got ; and) heverto make reftitution. Thus 

doth Achan:confefs the-whole matter, that. God: might be juf- 
iftified in the fentence. pafled. upon him. See the deceitfulnefs . 
of fin; that which is pleafing in the commiflion, is bitter inthe 


reflection ; at the'laft it bites like a ferpent. ‘Particularly, fee 
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that rob-God, Job xx. 15. He hath fwallowed down riches, 
and he fhall vomit them up again. ; 
Fourthly, His convidion. God had convicted him by the 
‘ loty he had convicted. himfelf by bis own confeffion-; but that 
no.room might be left: for the moft difcontented Ifraelite to 
objec againit the-procefs, Jofhua has him further convicted by 
the fearching of his tent, in which the goods. were found which 
he confefled too. Particular:notice is taken of the hafte which 
_the meflengers made that-were fent to fearch; they ran-to the 
ts tent, ver.”22.; not only to fhew: their readinefs to. obey Jo- 
| ' fhua’s orders, but to fhew how uneafy they. were till the camp. 
was cleared of the accurfed thing, that they might regain the 
divine favour. They that feel themfelves under wrath, find 
. themfelves concerned not to defer the: putting away. of fin 
2S Delays are dangerous ; and it is no time to. trifle. When the 
{tolen goods were brought, they were aid out before the Lord, 
Ver. 23. that all Ifrael might fee how. plain the evidence was 
againft Achan, and might adore’ the f{trictnels of God’s judge- 
* ment, in punifhing fo feverely the ftealing of fuch fmall things ; 


‘ 


i 


be devoted things, and might be afraid of ever offending in the 

$ hke king. In: laying them out before the Lord, they ac- 
knowledged his title to.them, and waited to receive his direc- 
tions concerning them. Note, Thofe that think to put a cheat 
upon God, do but deceive themfelves; what is taken from 
sat pts will recover, Hol. si..g. and will be a lofer by no.man 
‘at Jat. oaks he) 

Lifihly,’ His condemnation.. Jofhua paffeth fentence upon 
him, ver. 25. Why haff thou.troubled us ? "There is the ground 
re. of the fentence. O how much hal thou.troubled us! fo fome 

read it. He refers to what was faid, when the warning was 
given, not-to meddle with the accurfed thing, chap. vi. 18: 
- Left ye make the camp of Lfrael a curfe, and trouble it. Note, 
Sin is a very troublefome-thing, not only to,the finner himfelf, 
but to all about him. » He that ix greedy of gain, as Achan was, 
troubleth his own houféy Proy. xv. 27. and all the commmni- 
ties he belongs to. Now (faith Jofhua) God fhall trouble thee. 
See why Achan was fo feverely dealt with, not only becaufe 
“7 he had. robbed God, but becaufe he had troubled Iffael ; over 
: his. head. he had (as it. were) this accufation written, chan, 
us | the troubler of ifrael; as Ahab, 1 Kings xvii. 18. This there- 


fore is his doom: God Jhall trouble thee. Note, The righteous 


~~ God wiil certainly recompenfe-tribulation to them that trouble his 
aA people, 2 Sheff. i. 6.  Thofe that are troublefome fhall be 
re troubled. Some of the Jewifh- doctors, from that word; which 
x determines the troubling of him to. this day, infer, that there- 
y fore he fhould not be troubled in the world to come ; the flefh. 
‘a was def{troyed that the fpirit. might be faved; and if fo, the. 


difpenfation was really lefsfevere than it feemed. In the de- 
{cription, both of his fin and.of his punifhment, by the. trou- 
ble that was in both, there is a plain allufion to his name 
_Achan, or, as he is called, 1 Chron. ii. 7: 
fignifies trouble. He did too much anfwer his name. 
-. Sixthly, His-execution. No reprieve could be obtained ; a 
gangrened member mutt be cut. off prefently. . When: he is 
proved to be an anathema, and the troubler of the camp ; we 
may fuppofe all.the people cry out againit him, Away with 
him, away with him! Stone him, flone him ! Here is, 
[1.] The place of execution. ‘They brought him out of 
- the camp, in token-of.their putting far from them that wicked 


-curfe for us, that by his trouble we might have peace, he /uf- 
fered as an accurfed thing without the gate, bearing our reproach, 
Heb. xiii. 12, 13. ‘The execution was at a diftance, that the 
camp which was difturbed by Achan’s fin, might not be de- 
filed by his-death.. 


iy istects: mnukae © 


- at of all Ifrael, ver. 24, 25. 


and yet the juftice of his judgments in maintaining his-right to 


Achar, which - 


perfon, 1 Cor. v2 13s “When our Lord Jefus was made a . 
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[2.] The perfons employed in-his execution: It. was the 
They were all. {pectators of it, 
that they might fee and fear. Public executions are public exe 
amples.~ Nay, they were all confenting, to his. death ; and.as 
many as:could. were ative in it, in token of the univerfal, de- 
teftation they coneeived of ‘his facrilegious attempt, and their 
dread.of God’s. difpleafure. again{t. them. 

{3.] The partakers with him in the punifhment; for he 
perifoed not alone in bis iniquity, chap. xxii. 20. (1.) The 
{tolen goods were deflroyed with him the garment burat, as 
it fhould have been with the reft.of the combuftible things: in 
Jericho ; and the filver and gold defaced, melted, loft, and 
buried:in the afhes of the reft of his goods, under the heap of 
Jftanes, fo as never to. be put to any other ufe. (2.) Allrhis 
other goods were deftroyed likewile; not only his. tent, and 


the furniture of that, but his. oxen, affes, and fheep ; ta. thew, 


that goods got unfaftly, efpecially it they be got by facrilege, 
will not only turn to no account, but will blaft. and! wafte,the 
reft. of the poffeflions to. which they are added. ‘The eagle in 
the fable, that ftole flefh from the altar, brought a.coal of fire 
with it, which burnt her neft, Hab. ii. 9, 10 ‘Zech. v. 4. They 
lofe their own, that grafp at more than their own. (3.) His 
fons and. daughters were put to death with him. Some in- 
deed think that: they were brought out, (ver. 24.) only. to be 
the {pectators of their father’s punifhment ; but moft conclude 
that they. died with.him, and that. they muft be meant, ver. 25. 


where it. is faid,, they. burned them with fire, after they had 2 
God had exprefsly. provided that aa>~ 


Jroned them-with flones. 
giltrates fhould not put the children. to death. for the -father’s 
fin; bat he did not intend to bind himfelf by that law; and 
in. this cafe he had.exprefsly ordered, ver. 15. that the crimi- 
nal, and all that he had, fhould be burnt. Perhaps his fons 
and: daughters were aiders and abettersin the villainy, had 
helped to.carry off the eccurfed things. 
they aflifted in the concealment; and-that be could not hide 
them in the midft of his tent, but they muft know and keep his 
counfel; and fo they became acceffories ex. poff fado 3 and if 
they were ever fo little partakers.in the crime, it was. fo hein- 
ous, that they were juftly fharers ia the punifhment.. How- 
ever, God was hereby glorified ; and the judgment executed, 
was thus made the more tremendous. 

[4.] The punifhment itfelf that was-infli€ted.on him. 


7 


It is. very probable, 


He* 


was {toned, fome think, as a fabbath-breaker, fuppofing that the - 


facrilege was committed on,the fabbath-day ; and then his- 


dead body was burnt, as an, accurfed thing, of which there - 


fhould be. no remainder left. The concurrence of all the. peo- 


ple in this execution, teaches us how much: it is the.intereft of - 


a nation, that all in it fhould contribute what-they, can, in their 


places, to the fupprefling of vice, and profanenefs,. and the re- .- 


formation of manners... Sin is a reproach ta ‘any peoples and 


therefore every Lraelite indeed will shave a ftone to throw 


at it. 


[5.] The pacifying of Géd’s wrath hereby, ver. 26. The 


Lord turned from the fiercene{s of his anger. "Vhe putting away . 


of fin by true repentance and reformation, as it.is the only ways .. 
fo it is a fure and moft effeatual. way to recover the divine fa- - 


Take away the caufe, and the effe& will ceafe. - 


vour. 
NSuenthly, The record of his conyiétion and execution: Care - 
was taken to preferve the remembrance of it for. warning and . 


inftruction to pofterity. (1.) A heap of ftones. was raifed on 
the place where Achan was executed:; every one, perhaps, of 


te. congregation, throwing a {tone to the heap, in token of his . 
‘deteftatign of the crime. (2.) A new name was given tothe - 


place; it was called the valley of Achor, or trouble, This was 
a perpetual krand of infamy upon Achan’s name; and a per- 


petual warning to all people,. not.to invade God’s property. . 


By. 
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By this feverity againft Achan, the honour of Jofhua’s govern- 
ment, now in the infancy of it, was maintained, and Ifrael, at 
their entrance upon the promifed Canaan, were minded to ob- 
ferve, at their peril, the provifos and. limitations of the grant 
by which they held it. The valley of Achor is faid to be gi- 
ven for a door of hope, becaufe when we put away the accur- 


fed thing, then there begins to be hope in Mrael, Hof. ii. 15. | 


Ezra x. 2. 


CH APs aVIie 

Zhe embarraffinent which Achan’s fin gave to the affairs of 
Lfrael being over, we have them here in a very good pu/- 
ture again, the affairs both of war and religion. Here ts, 
T. The glorious progre/s of their arms in the taking of A, 
before which they had lately received a difgrace. (1.) 
God encourageth Fofhua to attack it, with the offirance 
of fuccefs, and direéts him what method to take, ver. 1, 2. 
(2.) Fofoua gives orders accordingly to the men of war, 
ver. 3,—9. (3.) The firatagem 1s managed as it was 
pryetted, and fucceeds as it was defired, ver. 9,—22. (4.) 
Fofbua becomes mafter of this city, puts all the inhabiian's 
to the fword, burns tt, hangs the kine, but gives the plun- 
der to the foldiers, ver. 23,—29. 1. The great folemni- 
ty of writing and reading the law before a general afjem- 
bly of all Ifrael, drawn up for that purpofe upon the two 
mountains of Gerizzim and Ebal, according to-an order 
which Mofes had recetved from the Lord, and delivered 
to them, ver. 30,— 35. Thus did they take their work be- 
Sore them and mide the bufine/s of their rehigion to keep 
pace with their fecular bufinef:. : 


ND the Lorp faid unto Jofhua, Fear not, 
/~% neither be thou difmayed: take all the 
people of war with thee, and arife, go up to Al: 
fee, I have given intothy hand the king of Ai, 
and his people, and his city, and his land. 2 And 
thou fhalt do to Ai and her king, as thou didft, 
unto Jericho and her king: only the fpoil there- 
of, and the cattle thereof, fhall ye take for a 
prey unto yourfelyes: lay thee an ambufh for 
the city behind it. 

Ifrael was Very happy in having fuch a commander as 
fhua, but Jofhua was more happy in having fuch a direétor as 
‘God himfelf: When any difficulty occurred, he needed not to 
call a council of war, who had God fo nigh unto him, not only 
to anfwer, but even to prevent his inquiries. It fhould feem 
Jofhua was now at a ftand, had fcarce recovered the difcompo- 
fure he was put into by the trouble Achan gave them, could 
not think, without fear and trembling, of puthing forward, left 
there fhould be in the camp. another Achan; then God fpake 


Jo- 


to him, either by vifion, as before chap. v. as a man of war 


with his {word drawn, or by the breaft-plate of judgment. Note, 
When we have faithfully put away fin, that accurfed thing, 
which feparates between us and God, then, and not till then, 


we may expect to hear from God to our comfort; and God’s . 


direéting us how to go on in our Chriftian work and war- 
fare, is a good evidence of his being reconeiled to us. Obferve 
here, 


I. The encouragement God gives to Jofhua to proceed: ' 


Fear not, neither be thou difmayed, ver. 1. "This intimates, that 
the fin of Achan, and the corfequences of it, had been a very 
great difcouragement to Jofhua, and made his heart almoft rea- 
dy to fail. Corruptions within the church weaken the hands 


and damp the fpirits of her guides and’ helpers, more than op- | 


J OLS 6m -UMAe 


S - 


Chap. VI. 


pofitions from without. ‘Treacherous Ifraelites are to be dread- 
ed more than malicious Canaanites. But God bids Jofhua not 
be difmayed ; the fame power that keeps Ifrael from being ruin- 
ed by their enemies, fhall keep them from ruining themfelves. 


poffefion, and obliged him to give God the glory of both, 
Pfal. xliv. 3. (2.) He allows the people to take the {poil to 
themfelves. Here the fpoil was not confecrated to Godoas that 
of Jericho; and therefore there was no danger of the people’s 
committing fuch a trefpafs as they had committed there. Ob- 


ferve how Achan, who catched at forbidden {poil, loft that, 


To animate him, (1.) He affures him of fuccefs againft Ai; - 
tells him it is all his own; but be muaft take it as God’s gift,” 
L have given it into thy hand ;.which fecured him both title and 


and life, and all, but the reft of the ‘people, whovhad confcien- — 


oufly refrained from the accurfed thing, were prefently recom- 
penfed for their obedience with the fpoilof Ai.. The way to 
have the comfort of what God allows us, is to forbear what he 
forbids us. No man fhall lofe by his felfdenial; let God 
have his dues fisft, and’ then a// will be clean to us, and fure, 
1 Kings xvit. 3. God-did not bring them to thefe goodly ci- 
ties, and houfes filled with all good things, to tantalize them 
with the fight of that which they might not touch; but having 
received the firft-fruits from Jericho, the fpoil of Ai, and of all 
the cities which from henceforward came into their hands, they 
might take for a prey to themfelves. aE ge 

2. The direction he givés them in attacking Ai. It muft 
not be fuch a’ work of time, as the taking of Jericho was; that 
would have prolonged the-war too much: "They that had pa- 
tiently waited feven days for Jericho, fhall have Ai given them 
in one day. Nor was it, as that, to be taken by miracle, and 
purely by the aét of God; but now their own condué and 
courage muft be exercifed; having feen God work for them, 
they mult now beftir themfelyes. «God direéts him, (1.) To 


take all the people, that they might all be fpeCtators of the ac-- 


tion, and fharers in the fpoil. Hereby God gave him a tacit 
rebuke for fending fo {mall a-detachment againft Ai, in the 


former attempt upon it, chap. vii. 4. (2.) To lay an ambufh_ 


behind the city. This was a method which perhaps Jofhua 
had not thought of at this time, if God had not’ dire@ed him 


to it: and though now we are not to expeét diredtion, as here, _ 


by vifions, voices, or oracles, yet whenever thofe who are in- 
strufted with public counfels, take prudent meafures for the pub- 
lic good, it muft be acknowledged, that God puts it into their 
hearts 3 he that teacheth the hufoandman difcretion, no doubt, 
teacheth the ftatefman and general, - bes ov _ 


34 So Jofliua arofe and all the people GE: 


war, to go up againft Ai: and Jothua chofe out 


thirty thoufand mighty men of valour, and fent | 


) 


them away by night.’ 4 And he commanded ~ 


them, faying, Behold, ye fhall lie in wait againft 
the city, even behind the city: go not very far 


from the city, but be ye all ready: 5 And I, 


and all the people, that are with.me, will ap- 
proach unto the city: and it fhall come to pats, 
when they come out againft us, as at the firtt, 
that we will flee before them, 6 (For they will 
come out after us) till we have drawn them from 
the city; for they will fay, They flee before us, 


as at the firft: therefore we will flee before them, : 


7 Then ye fhall rife up from the ambuth, and 
feize upon the city: for the Lorp your God 


will deliver it into your hand. © 8 And it fhall 


a 
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~ hafted, and fet the city on fire. 
the: men of Ai looked behind them, they faw, | 


be when ye have taken the city, that ye fhall 
fet the city on fire: according to the command- 
ment of the Lorn fhall yedo. See, I have com- 
manded you. 9 @ Jofhua therefore fent them 
forth; and they went to lie in ambuth, and a- 


bode between Beth-el and Ai, on the weft-fide 


of Ai: but Jofhua lodged that nighe among the 
people. io And Jofhua rofe up early in the 
morning, and numbered the people, and went 
up,. he and the elders of Ifrael, before the peo- 
ple to Ai. rz And all the people, even the peo- 
ple of war that were with him, went up, and 
drew nigh, and came before the city,and_ pitch- 
ed on the north-fide of Ai: now there was a 
valley between them and Ai. 12 And he took 
about five thoufand men, and fet them to lie in 
ambufh between Beth-el and Ai, on the wett- 
fide of the city. 13 And when they had fet 
the people, even all the hoft that was on the 


north of the city, and their liers in wait on the 


welt of the city: Jofhua went that night into 
the midit of the valley. 14 And it came to pafs 
when the king of Ai faw ir, that they hafted 


_ and rofe up early, and the men of the city went 
- out againit Ifrael to battle, he and all his peo- 


pie, at a time appointed, before the plain ; but 


he wift not that there were liers in ambufh a-: 


gainft him behind the city. 15 And Jofhua 
and all Ifrael made-as if they were beaten be- 
fore them, and fled by the way of the wilder- 
nefs. 16 And afl the people that were in Ai, 
were called together to: puriue after them: and 


- they purfued after Jofhua, and were drawn a- 


way from the city. 17 And there was nota 
man left in Al, or Beth-el, that went not out 


after Lirael: and they left the city open, and 


purfued after Ifrael. 18 And the Loro faid un: 
to Jofhua, Stretch out the {pear that zs in thy 
hhand, toward Ai; for I will give it into thine 


hand. And Joihua ftretched out the {pear that 


be bad in his hand, toward the city. 19 And 
the ambuth arofe quickly out of their place,and 
they ranas foon as he had ftretched out hishand: 
and they entered into the city, and took it, and 
.20 And when 


and behold, the fmoke of the city afcended up 
to heaven, and they had no power to flee this 
way or that way: and the people that fled to 
the wildernefs turned back upon the purfuers, 
a1 And when Jofhua and all ifrael faw that the 
ambuth had taken the city, and that the {inoke 
of the city afcended, then they turned again, 
and flew the menof Ai. 22 And the other if- 
ger ~V OLy LL ky 
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fued out of the city againft them; fo they were 
in the midft of Llrael, fome on this fide, and 
fome on that fide: and they {mote them, fo that 
they let none of them remain or efcape. 


We have here.an account of the taking of Ai by flratagem 
The ftratagem here ufed, we are fure, was lawful and good ; 
God himfelf appointed it, and we have no reafon to think, but 
that the like is lawful and good in other wars. Here was no 
léague broken, no oath or promife violated, nor any thing like 


it; it was not by the pretence of a parley, or treaty of peace, ° 


that the advantage was gained ; no, thefe are facred things, and 
not to be jefted with; nor ufed to ferve a turn. Truth, when 
once it 1s plighted, becomes a debt even to an enemy. But in 
this {tratagem here was no untruth told; nothing was conceal- 
ed but their own counfels, which no enemy ever pretended a 
right tobe intrufted with ; nothing was -diffembled ; nothing 
counterfeited but a retreat ; which was no natural or neceffary 
indication at all of their inability to maintain their onfet, or of 
any defign not to renew it. The enemy ought to have been 
upon their guard, and to have kept within the defence of their 
own walls. Common prudence, had they been governed by 
it, would have directed them not to venture the purfuit of an 
army which they faw was fo far fuperior to them in numbers, 
and to leave their city unguarded. But (fi populus vult decipi 
decipiatur ) if the Canaanites will be fo eafily impofed upon, 
and, in purfuit of God’s Ifrael, will break through all the laws 
of policy and good management, the Ifraelites are not at all to 
be blamed for taking advantage of their fury and incogitancy ; 
nor is it any way inconfiftent with the charaéter God is pleated 
to give of them, that they are children that will not ke. 

Now in the account here given of this matter, 

1. There is fomething of difficulty in adjulting the numbers 
that were employed to effect it. Mention is made, ver. 3. of 
thirty thoufand that were chofen, and fent away by night, to 
whom the charge was given to furprife the city, as foon as ever 
they perceived it was evacuated, ver. 4, 7, 8. And yet after- 
wards, ver. 12. it is faid; Fo/bua took five thoufand men, and 
fet them to lie,in ambufb behind the city ; and that ambu/b enter- 
ed-the city, and fet it on fire, ver. 19. Now, (1.) Some think 
there were two parties fent out to lie in ambufh, thirty thou- 
fand firtt,-and afterwards five thoufand to guard the roads, and 


to intercept thofe of the city that might think to fave themfelves ~ 


by flight, or to ftrengthen thofe that were firft fent out; and 
that Jofhua made his open attack upon the city, with all the 
thoufands of Ifrael. So the learned Bifhop Patrick; infifting 
upon God’s command, ver. 1. to take all the people of war with 
him. But, (2.) Others think that all the people were taken 
only to incamp before the city, and that out of them Jofhua 
chofe out thirty thoufand men to be employed in the ation; 
out of which he fent out five thoufand to lie in ambuth, which 
were as many as could be fuppofed to march Jucognito ;~and 
more would: have been difcovered, and the defign broken ; and 


then with the other twenty-five thoufand he made the open - 


attack, as Mafius thinks, or withthe thirty thoufand, which, as 
Calvin thinks, he kept entire for that purpofe, having befides 
them fent out five thoufand for an ambufcade. And thofe five 
thoufand (they think} muft’be-meant by them, ver. 3. which 
he fent away by night, with orders to hie in wait behind the ci- 
ty, though the particular number be not {pecified “till ver. 12. 
if we may admit fuch a feeming dilturbance in the order of 
the narrative, (of the like, to which, perhaps, inftances might- 
be given in the other {cripture-hiftories, ) it feems moft probable 
that there was but one ambufhment, which’ confifted only of 
five thoufand, enough for fuch a purpofe, 
hd 


2.'Yet 


ie jos 


2. Yet the principal parts of the ftory are plain enough ; that 
a detachment being fecretly marched behind the city, on the 


other fide to that on which the main body of the army lay, the 
fituation of the country, it is probable, favouring their conceal- 
ment; Jofhua, and the forces with him, faced the city, the gar- 
tifon made a vigorous fally out upon them ; whereupon they 
withdrew, gave ground, and retreated in fome feeming diforder 
towards the wildernefs; which the men of Ai being-aware of, 
drew out all the forces they had to purfue them. This gave 
a fair opportunity for them that lay in ambufh, to make them- 
‘felves maiters of the city ; whereof, when they had given notice by 
a fmoke to Jofhua, he, with all his forces, returned upon the pur- 
. fuers, who now, when it was too late, were aware of the {nare 
they were drawn into ; but their retreat being intercepted, they 


‘were every man of them cut off. ‘The like artifice we find u- 


fed, Judg. xx. &'c. 
Now, in this {tory we may obferve, 

_-1ft, What a brave commander Jofhua was. See {1.) His 
conduét and prudence: God gave him the hint, ver. 2. that 
he fhould lay an ambufh behind the city ; but left him to him- 
felf to order the particulars, which he did admirably well. 
Doubtlefs, wifdom firengthens the wife more than ten mighty 
men, Eccl. vii. 19. (2.) His care and induftry, ver. 10. He 
rofe up early in the morning, that he might lofe no time; and 
‘to fhew how intent his mind was upon his bufinefs. Thofe 
that would maintain their fpiritual confliéts, muft not love their 
eafe. (3.) His courage and refolution. Though an army of 

_ Ifraelites had been repulfed before Ai, yet he refolves to lead 
them on in -perfon the fecond time, ver. 5. Being himfelf alfo 
an elder, he took the elders of Ifrael with him to make this 


attack upon the city, ver. Fo. .as if he were going rather to fit _ 


in judgment upon them as criminals, than fight with them as 
enemies. 


ry difpofitions for an attack, and to fee that every thing was in 
good order. 
Patrick, that he’ went into the valley alone to pray:to God for 


-a blefling upon his enterprife; and he didnot. feek in vain. 
__- (5-) “His conftancy and perfeverance. -When he had ftretch- 
ed out his fpear towards the city, ver. 18. (a {pear almoftias | 
fatal and formidable to-the enemies of Ifrael as the rod of Mo- | 
fes was,) he never drew back his hand till the work was done. | 
His hands in fighting, like Mofes’ in interceding, were fteady | 
to the going down of the fun. “Thofe that have ftretched out 
their hands againft their fpiritual enemies, muft never draw them _ 
back. Laftly, What Jofhua did in the ftratagem, is applicable © 


to our Lord Jefus, of whom he was a type. “Jofhua conquered 


by yielding, as if he had himfelf been conquered : fo our Lord — 


Jefus, when he bowed his head, and gave up the ghoft, feemed 
as if death had triumphed over him; and as if he and all his 


interefts had been ‘routed and ruined ; but in his refurreétion he | 
~ rallied again, ‘and gave the powers of darknefs a total defeat ;- 
‘broke the ferpent’s head, by fuffering him to bruife his heel. A 


> glorious ftratagem! - 


_ 2dly, What an obedient people Ifrael was. What Fo/hua 
~ gommanded them to do according to the commandment of the 


~ Lord; ver. 8. they did it without murmuring or difputing, 


‘ “They that were fent to lie in ambuth between Beth-el and Ai, | 
(two cities confederate againft them, ) were in a poft.of danger; 


and had they been difeovered, might all have. been cut off, and 


oie yet they: ventured it; and when the body of the army retreat- 
~ ed and fled, it was both difgraceful and perilous ; and yet in | 


‘obedience to Jofhua, they did it. 


'_" 3dly, What an infatuated enemy the king of Ai was, (1) . 
"That he did not by his fcouts difcover thofe that layin ambufh | 
~ behind the city, ver. 14, Some obferye it as a temarkable in. 


) 


(4.) His: caution and confideration, ver. 13. , He 
went that night into the midf? of the valley, to make the necefla- | 


It is the pious conjeture of the learned Bifhop — 


H UA. Chap. VI, 
: 


ftance of the power of God in making men blind to their own — 
intereft, and the things that belong to their peace, that he wilt 
not that their were liers in wait againft him. ‘Chey are moft 

in danger who are leaft aware that they are fo. (2.) That 
when Ifrael feemed to fly, he drew out all his forces to purfue 
them, and left none to guard this city, and to fecure his re- 
treat, ver. 17. Thus the church’s enemies often run them- 
{elves into deftruétion by their own fury, and the violence of 
their rage again{t the Irael of God. Pharaoh plunged him- 
felf into the Red-fea, by the eagernefs of his purfuit of Ifrael. 
(3-) That from the killing of thirty-fix-men out of three thou- 
fand, when Ifrael made the former attack upon‘his city, he 
fhould infer the total routing of fo great an army as now he 
had to deal with, ver. 6. They flee before us, as atthe firft. 
See how the profperity of fools deftreys them, and hardens 
them to their ruin. God had made ufe of the men of Ai as 

a fcourge to chaftife his people for meddling with the accurfed 
thing ;.and this had puffed them up with a\conceit, that they 
mufthave the honour of delivering their country from thefe 
formidable invaders; but they were foon made to: fee their 
miftake ; and that when the Ifraelites had reconciled them- 
felves to their God, they could have no power againft them. _ 
God had made ufe of them only for the rebuking of Ifvaely - 
with purpofe, when ‘the correction was over, to throw the 
rod itfelf into the fire, howbiet, they meant not fo, but it was in 
their hearts to deftroy and cut off; Wa. x. 5,—7. | . 
_ gthly, What a complete victory Ifrael obtained ‘over ‘them, 
by the favour and blefling of God. Each did their part ; the 
divided forces of Ifrael, by fignals agreed on, underitood one 
another, and every thing fucceeded'according to the proje& ; 
fo that the men of Ai, then when they were moft confident of 
victory, found themfelves furrounded ; fo that they had neither 
fpirit to refift, nor room to fly, but were under a fatal neceflity 
of yielding their lives to the deftroyers. And now itis hard  * 
to fay, whether the fhouts of the nren of Hrael, or the fhrieks_ 
of the men of Ai were the louder ; but eafy to imagine what 
terror and confufion they were filled wjth, when their higheft 
affurances funk fo fuddenly into the heavieft defpair. “Note, 
The triumphing of the wicked is fhort, Job xx. 5. They are 
exalted fora little while, that their fall and ruin may be the forer, 
Job xxiv. 24. See how eafily, how quickly the fcale turns 
againft them that have not God.on their fide.. ae . 


| 


— 


_ 23 And the king of Ai they took alive, and - 
brought him to Jofhua. 24 And it came to. 
| pafs, when Ifrael had made an end of flaying- 
‘all the inhabitants of Ai, in the field, in the wil- 
dernefs wherein they chafed them, and when. 
they. were all fallen on the edge of the fword, — 
until they were confumed, that all the [fraelites _ 
returned unto Ai, and {mote it with the edge 
. of the fword. 25 And /o it was, that all that. 
fell that day, both of men and women, were 
_ twelve thoufand, even all the men of Ai. 26. 
For Jofhua drew not his hand back wherewith. 
he ftretched out the fpear, until he had utterly 
deftroyed all the mhabitants of Ai. 247 Only: 
the cattle and the {poil of that city, Ifrael took — 
for a prey unto themfelves, according unto the. 
word of the Lorp, which he commanded fo. 
fhua. 28 And Jofhua burnt Ai, and made it 
an heap for ever, even a defolation unto, this. 
? : day... 


Chap. VII, 


day. 29 And the king of Ai he hangedon a 
tree until even-tide: and as foon as the fun was 
down, Jofhua commanded that they fhould take 
his carcafe down from the free, and caft it at 
the entering of the gate of the city, and raife 
thereon a great heap of ftones that remaineth 
unto this day. 


We have here an account of the improvement which the If. 
raelites made of their victory over Ai. 

1. They put all to the fword, not only in the field, but in 
the city, man, woman, and child; none of them remained, ver. 
24. God, the righteous Judge, had paffed this fentence upon 


“them for their wickednefs ; fo that the Ifraelites were only the 
. minifters of his juftice, and the executioners of his doom. Once 


in this ftory, and but once, mention is made of the men of 
Beth-el, as confederates with the men of Ai, ver. 17. Though 
they had a king of their own, and were not fubjeéts to the king 


of Ai, for the king of ‘Beth-el is reckoned among the thirty- 
one kings that Jothua deftroyed, chap. xii. 16.3 yet Ai being 


a ftronger place, they threw themfelves into that, for their own 
fafety, and the ftrengthening of their neighbours.hands, and fo 
(we may prefume) were all cut off with them. Thus, that by 
which they hoped to prevent their own ruin, haftened it. The 
whole number of the flain, it feems, was but twelve thoufand, 
an inconfiderable body to make head againft all the thoufands 


of Ifrael ; but whom God will deftroy, he infatuates. Here 


it is faid, ver. 26. that Fofoua drew not his hand back where- 
with he firetched out the jpear, ver. 18. till the flaughter was 
compleated. Some think the fpear he ftretched out, was not 
to flay the enemies, but to animate and encourage his own fol- 


_ diers; fome flag or enfign being hung out at the end of this 


{pear ; and obferve it as an initance of his felf-denial, that 
though the fire of courage wherewith his breaft was filled, 
would have pufhed him forward, fword in hand, into the hot- 
teft of the action; yet, in obedience to God, he kept the in- 


ferior poft of a ftandard-bearer, and did not quit it till the work 


was done... By the fpear ftretched out, he directed the peo- 
ple 2 expect their help from God, and: to him to give the 
aife. : 
“ 2. They plundered the city, and took all the fpoil to them- 
felves, ver. 27. Thus the wealth of the finner is laid up for the 
jaf. The fpoil they brought out of Egypt, by borrowing of 
their neighbours, was much of it expended upon the tabernacle 
they had reared in the wildernefs 5 for which they are now re- 
imburfed with intereft. The fpoil here taken, it is probable, 


was all brought together, and diftributed by Jofhua in.due pro- | 


portions, as that of the Midianites was, Numb. xxxi. 26, &'c. 


_ And it was not catch as catch could, for God is the God of 


order and equity, and not of confufion. 

' 3. They laid the city in afhes,'and left it to remain fo, ver. 
28. Ifrael muft yet dwell in tents ;-and therefore this city, 
as well as Jericho, muft be burnt. . And though there was no 


curfe entailed upon him that fhould rebuild it, yet it feems it - 


was not rebuilt, unlefs it be the fame with Ajijah, which we 
read of long after, Neh. xi. 31. Some think it was not rebuilt, 
becaufe Ifrael had received a defeat before it, the remembrancé 


of which fhould be buried in the ruins of this city. 


_ 4. The king of Ai was taken prifoner, and cut off, not by 
the {word of war, as a foldier, but by the {word of juftice as a 
malefaétor. Jofhua ordered-him to be hanged, and his dead 
body thrown at the gate of his own city, under a heap of {tones, 
ver. 23, 29. Some particular reafon, no doubt, there was for 


this feverity again{t the king of Ai. It is likely he had been 


7 O06 HU &. 
: L 


43 


notorioufly wicked and vile, and a blafphemer of the God of 
Ifrael, perhaps, upon occafion of the repulfe he had given to the 
forces of Ifrael in their firft onfet. Some obfrve, that his 


dead body was thrown at the gate where he had been wont to 


fit in judgment, that fo much the greater contempt might there- 
by be poured upon the dignity he had been proud of, and he 
might be punithed for the unrighteous decrees he had made in 
the very place where he had made them. Thus the Lord is 
known by the judgments which he executeth. : 


30 § Then Jofhua built an altar unto the 
Lorp God of Hrael in mount Ebal, 31 As Mo- 
fes the fervant of the Lorp commanded the 
children of Ifrael, as it.is written in the book of 
the law of Mofes, an altar of whole ftones, over 
which no man hath lift up any iron: and they 
offered thereon burnt-offerings unto the Lorp, 
and facrificed peace-offerings. 32 And he wrote 
there upon the ftones a copy of the law of Mom 
fes, which he wrote in the prefence of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael.. 33 And all Ifrael, and their el- 
ders, and officers, and their judges, ftood on this- 


' fide the ark, and on that fide, before the priefts 


the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant 
of the Lorp, as well the ftranger, as he that was 
born among them; half of them over-againft 
mount Gerizzim, and half of them over-againft 
Mount Ebal; as Mofes the fervant of the Lora 
had commanded ‘before, that they fhould blefs 
the people of Ifrael. 34 And afterward he-read 
all the words of the law, the bleffings and cur- 
fings, according to all that is written in the book 
of the law. 35 There was not a word of all 
that Mofes commanded, which Jofhua read not 
before all the congregation of Ifrael, with the 
women, and the little ones, and the ftrangers 
that were converfant among them. 

This religious folemnity which we have here an account of, 
comes in fomewhat furprifingly in the mid{t of the hiftory of 
the wars of Canaan. After the taking of Jericho and Ai, we 
would have expected that the next news fhould have been of 
their taking poffefiion of the country, the pufhing on of their 
victories in other cities, and the carrying of the war into the 
bowels of the nation, now they had made themfelves matters of 
thefe frontier towns. But here a {cene opens of quite another 


| mature; the camp of Ifrael is drawn out. into the field, not ta 


engage the enemy, but to offer facrifices, to hear the law ready 
and to fay Amen to the bleflings and curfes. Some think this 
was not done till after fome of the following vitories were ob- > 
tained, which we read of, chap. x. and xi. But it thould feem, 
by the maps, that Shechem (near to which thefe two moun. 
tains, Gerizzim and Ebal, were) was not fo far off from Ai, 


“but that when they had taken that, they might penetrate’ into 


that country as far as thofe two mountains ; and therefore I 


_ would not willingly admit a tranfpofition of the ftory; and the 


rather, becaufe, as it comes in here, it isa remarkable inftance, 
(1.) Of the zeal of Ifrael for the fervice of God, and for his 
honour. ‘Though never was war more honourable, more plea- 
fant, or more~gainful, nor ever was war more fure of viéto , 
or more neceffary to a eee for they had neither houfes 
. , ™"e 2 2 gor 


44 


nor lands of their own, till they had won them by the fword, 
no, not Jothua himfelf; yet all the bufinefs of the war fhall 
ftand {till, while they make a long march to the place appoint- 
ed, and there attend this folemnity. God appointed them to 
do this when they were got over Jordan; and they did it as 
foon as poflibly they could, though they might have had a 
colourable pretence to have put it off. Note, We muft not 
think to defer our covenanting with God till we are fettled in 
the world, nor muft any bufinefs put us by from minding and 
purfuing the one thing needful. ‘The way to profper, is to be- 
gin with God, Mat. vi. 33. (2.) It is an inftance of the care 
of God concerning his faithful fervants and worfhippers. ‘Though 
they were in an enemy’s country, as yet unconquered, yet in 
the fervice of God they were fafe ; as Jacob, in this very coun- 
try, when he was going to Beth-el to pay his vows, the terror 
of God was upon the cities round about, Gen. XXxXv. 5. Note, 
When.we are in the way of duty, God takes us under fpecial 
protection... 

Twice Mofes had given exprefs orders for this folemnity 5 
once, Deut. xi. 29, 30. where he feems to have pointed to the 
very place where it was to be performed ; and again, Deut. 
xxvii. 2, Sc. It was.a federal tranfaction: The covenant 
was now renewed between God and Ifrael upon their taking 
poffefion of the land of promife, that they might be encouraged 
in the conqueft of it, and might know upon what terms they 
held it; and come under frefh obligations to obediences In to- 
ken of the covenant, ‘ 

3. They built an altar, and offered facrifice to God, ver. 30, 
31. in token of their dedication of themfelves to God, as li- 
ving facrifices to his honour, in and by a mediator, who is the 
altar that fandtifies this gift. This altar was ereéted on Mount 
Ebal, the mount on which the curfe was put, Deut. xi. 29. 
to fignify that there, where by the law-we had_reafon to ex- 
pect a curfe, by Chrift’s facrifice, of himfelf for us, and his 
mediation, we have peace with God: He has redeemed us 
. from. the curfe of the law by being made a curfe for us, Gal. iii. 
13. Even there where it was faid, by the curfe, 7% are not 
my people, there it is faid, through Chrift the altar, Ye are the 
children of the living God, Hof. i. 10. 
ced: on Mount Ebal would immediately have been executed, if 
atonement had not been made by faertfice. 

By the facrifices offered on this altar they did likewife give 
God the glory of the victories they had already obtained,,. as 


Exod. xvii. 15. Now they had had the comfort of them in * 


the {pois of Ai, it was it God fhould have the praife of them. 
find they alfo implored his fayour for the future fuccefs ; for 
fupplications as well as thankfgivings were intended in their 
' peace-offerings. Fhe way to profper in all that we put our 
hand unto, is to take God along with us, and in all our ways 
_to acknowledge him by prayer, praife, and dependance. 
This altar they built was of rough, unhewn ftone, accord. 
ing to the law, Exod. xx. 25.5 for that which is moft plain 
and natural, and leaft artful and affected in the worfhip of 


God, he is beft pleafed with. Man’s device can add no beau- - 


ty to God’s inftitutions. . a 

2. They received the law from God. And this they muft 
do that would find favour with him, and expect.to-have their 
offerings accepted 3 for if we turn away our ear from hearing 
the law, our prayers will be an abomination. When God 
took Hfrael into covenant, he gave them his law ;. and they,-in 
token of their confent to the covenant, fubjeéted themfelves to 
the law. Nowy, here, 

iff, The law of the ter commandments was written upon 
ftones in the prefence of all Ifrael, as an. abridgement. of the 
whole, ver. 32. 
that which was referved in the ark 3, that was to be done only 


The curfes pronoun- — 


This copy was not graven in the ftone, as. | 


i ofseu Urs: 


~ quainting ourfelyes with God’ and his holy will, 


Chap. VI: 
by the finger of God, it is his prerogative to write the law in 
the heart; but the {tones were plaiftered, and it was written 
upon the plaifter, Deut. xxvii. 4, 8. It was written that all 


might fee what it was they confented to; and that it might be 
a {tanding remaining teftimony to pofterity, of God’s goodneis 


"in giving them fuch good Jaws, and a te{timony againit them, 


if they were difobedient to them. It -is a great mercy to any 
people to have the law of God in writing; and it is fit that 
the written law fhould be expofed to common view in a known — 
tongue, that it may be feen and read of all men. 3 
2dly, The bleffings and the curfes, the fanétions of the law, 
were publicly read; and the people, (we may fuppofe,) ac- — 
cording to Mofes’ appointment, faid Amen to them, ver. 33, 
34. ‘The auditory was vety large. (1.) The greateft prince. 
was not excufed ; the elders, officers, and judges, are not above © 
the cognifance of the law, but will come under the blefling or 
the curfe, according as they are or are not obedient to it ; and 
therefore they muft be prefent to confent to the covenant, and 
to go before the people therein. (2.) The pooreft ftranger 
was not excluded. Here wasa general naturalization of them; 


~- as well the ftranger as he that was born among them, was ta- 


ken into covenant. ‘T‘his was an encouragement to profelytes, 
and a happy prefage-of the ‘kindneffes intended for the poor 
Gentiles, in the latter days. ; : \ 

The tribes were pofted, as Mofes directed, fix towards Ge- 
rizzim, and fix towards Ebal. And the ark in the midft of 
the yalley was between them, for it was the ark of the cove- 
nant.; and in it was fhut up the clofe rolls of that law, which 
was.copied out, and made patent upon the ftones. ‘The cove- 
pant ‘was commanded, and the command covenanted. ‘The 
priefts that attended the atk, or fome of the Levites that at- 
tended them, after the people had all taken their places, and 
filence was proclaimed, pronounced diftinétly the bleflings and 
the curfes, as Mofes had drawn them up ; to which the tribes 
faid Amen: And yet it.is here only faid, that they fhould 
ble/s the people ; for the blefling was that which was firft ‘and. © 
chiefly intended, and which God defigned in giving the law. Tf 
they fell under the curfe, that was their own fault. And it was 
really a blefling to the people, that they had this matter laid 
fo plainly before them, “fe and death, good and evil; he had 
not dealt fo with other nations. ace hb pn 

3dly, The law itfelf, the precepts and prohibitions were al- ~ 
fo read. (ver. 35.) it fhould feem by Jofhua himfelf, who did 
not think it below him to be a reader in the congregation of 
the Lord. In conformity to this example, the folemn read- 
ing of the law, which was appointed once in even years, (Deut. 
Xxxi. 11.3) was performed by their king, or chief magiftrate. 
It is here intimated what a general publication of the law this 
was. For, (1.) Every word was read; even the ‘minuteft 
precepts were not omitted, nor the moft copious abridged 3 not. 
one iota or title of the law fhall pafs away ; and therefore none 
was in reading {kipped over, under pretence of {traits of time, 
or that any part was needlefs, or. not proper. to be read. It 
was not many weeks fince Mofes had preached the whole book. - 
of Deuteronomy to them; yet Jofhua muft now read it all - 
over again. It is good to hear twice what God has fpoken. 
once, Pfal. Ixii. 11.3 and to review what has been delivered: 
to us, or to haye it repeated, that we may not let it flip. 2:)s 
Every Ifraehte was prefent, even the women and the little onesy. 
that all might know and do their duty. Note, Mafters of fa- 


| milies fhould bring their wives and children with them to the 
| folemn affemblies for religious worfhip. All that. are capable. 
of learning, mutt come to be taught out of the law. The 


ftrangers alfc atiended with them ; for wherever. we are, tho” 
but as ftrangers,. we fhould improve every opportunity of acx 
CHAP. 
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~“the progrefs of their victorious arms. 


' mediately before ; when. they heard that. Jofhua, as if he 
thought himfelf already complete mafter of the country, had | 


“which they muft be governed, and taken their promifes to fub- 


‘Chap. IX. | 


* C HA Pre rs. 
Here is in this chapter, 1. The impolitic confederacy of the kings 
_ of Canaan again/? Tfrael, ver. 1, 2- Ut. The politic confe- 
deracy of the inhabitants of Gibeon with Ifrael, (1.) How it 
was fubtilly propofed and petitioned for by the Gibeonites, 
pretending to come from a far country, Ver. 3,—13.* (2+) 


How it was unwarily confented to by Fofbua and the Lfrael. | . 


ites, to the difguft of the congregation when the fraud was 
difcovered, ver. 14,—18. (3.) How the matter was ad- 
jufted to the fatisfattion of all fides, by giving thefe Gibeonites 

their lives, becaufe they had covenanted with them, yet de- 
priving them of their liberties, becaufe the covenant was not 
fairly obtained, ver. 19,—27- 


“A ND it came to pats, when all the kings 
which were on this fide Jordan, in the 
hills, and in the valleys, and in all the coafts of 
the great fea over-againft Lebanon, the Hittite, 
and the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, 
the Hivite, and the Jebufite, heard thereof; 
2 That they gathered themfelves together to 
fight with Jofhua, and. with Hrael, with one ac- 
cord. AS toh . 
Hitherto the Canaanites had acted defenfively, the Ifraelites 
were the aggreflors upon Jericho and Ai; but here the kings 
of Canaan are in confultation’to attack Ifrael, and concert 
matters for a vigorous effort of their united forces, to check 
Now, (1-) It was 
ftrange they did not do this fooner. They had notice long 
fince of their approach; Hfrael’s defign upon Canaan was no 
fecret ; one would have expeéted that a prudent concern for 
‘their common fafety fhould have put them upon taking fome 
_meafures to oppofe their coming over Jordan, and maintained 
‘that pafs again{t them jor to have given them a warm reception 
-as foon as they were over. It was ftrange they did not attempt 
to raife the fiege of Jericho ;' or, at leaft, fallin with the men 
of Ai, when they had given them a defeat. But they were 
either through prefumption or defpair wonderfully befotted, and 


at their wits end. Many know not now the things that belong _ 


to their peace, till they are hid from their eyes. (2.) It was 
more ftrange that they did it now. | Now the conquelt of Je- 
richo had given fuch a pregnant proof of God’s power, and 
that of Ai of Ifrael’s policy, one would have thought the end 
of their confultation fhould have been, not to fight with Ifrael, 
but to make peace with them, and to gain the beft terms they 
could fot themfelves. ‘This had been their wifdom, Luke xiv. 


32.3 but their minds were blinded, and their hearts hardened > 
to their deftruation. ; 


Obferve,. 1. What induced them now at laft to enter upon 
this confultation. When they Aeard thereof, ver. 1- not only 
of the conqueft of Jericho and Ai, but of the convention of 
the flates of Mount Ebal, which we have an account of im- 


had all his people together, and had the laws read to them, by 


mit to thofe laws; ther they perceived the Ifraelites were in 
good earneft, and thought it was high time for them to beftir 
themfelves. ‘The pious devotion of God’s people fometimes 
apkes and. exafperates their enemies more than any thing 
a egos : 
2. How unanimous they were in their refolves.. Though 
they were many kings of different nations, Hittites, Amorites, 
 Perizzites, ic. doubtlefs of different interefts, and that had 
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often been at variance one with another, yet determined with 
one mouth, nemine contradicente, to unite againit Ifrael. O:! 
that Irael would learn this of Canaanites, to facetlice private 
interefts to the public welfare, and to Jay afide all animofities 
among themfelves, that they may cordially unite again{t the 
common enemies of God’s kingdom among men ! 

3 4 And when the inhabitants of Gibeon 
heard what Jofhua had done unto Jericho and 
to Ai, 4 They did work wilily, and went and 
made as if they had been ambafladors, and took 
old facks upon their affes, and wine-bottles, old, 
and rent, and bound up. g And old fhoes and 
clouted upon their feet, and old garments upon 
them, and all the bread of their provifion was 
dry and mouldy. 6 And they went to Jofhua 
unto the camp at Gilgal, and faid unto him, 
and to the men of Ifrael, We be come from. & 
far country: now therefore make ye a leagues 
with us. 7 And the men of Ifrael faid unto the 
Hivites, Peradventure ye dwell among. us, and 


- how fhall we. make a league with you? 8 And 


they faid unto Jofhua, We are thy fervants- 
And Jofhua faid unto them, Who are ye? and 
from whence come ye? g And they faid unto: 
him, Froma very far country thy fervants are 
‘come, becaufe of the name of the Lorn thy 
God: for we have heard the fame of him, and’. 
all that he did in Egypt, 10 And all that he did 
to the two kings of the Amorites that were be- 
yond Jordan, to Sihon the king of Hefhbon,,and. 
to Og king of Bafhan, which dwelt at AYita- 
roth. 411 Wherefore our elders and all the in- | 
habitants of our country, fpake to us, faying,, 
Take victuals with you for the journey, and go: 
to meet them, and fay unto them, We: are your 
fervants: therefore now make ye a league 
with us. 12 This our bread we took hot jor 
our provifion out of our houfes, on the day we: 
came forth to go unto you; but now behold, 
it is dry, and it is mouldy: 13 And thefe bot- 
tles of wine which we filled were new ; and be- 


shold, they be rent: and thefe our garments and 
— our fhoes are become old, by reafon. of the very 


long journey. 14 And the men took of their 
victuals, and afked. not coun/el at the mouth of 


' the Lorp. 


Here, Fir/t, The Gibeonites defire to make peace with If. 
rael,, being alarmed by. the tidings they heard of the. deftruc> 
tion: of Jericho, ver. 3. Other people heard. thofe. tidings, 


- and. were. irritated’ thereby to. make war upon [raels but the: 
Gibeonites: heard: them, and were induced: to.make. peace with: 


them. Thus the difcovery of the gloryand. grace of Godin: 


the gofpel, is to fome a favour of hfe unto lif, but to.others, a 


favour of death unto death, 2.Cor. i. 16; The fame fan fof 
tenis wax and hardens clay. I:do not remember that we read. 
any where. of a king of Gibeon.. Had. their government:been: 

at: 
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at this time in a fingle perfon, perhaps his heart would- have 
been too high to yield to Ifrael, but he would have joined with 
the reft of the kings againft Ifrael’ But thefe four united ci- 
ties mentioned, ver. 17. feem to have been governed by elders, 
or fenators, ver. 11. who confulted the common fafety more 
than their own perfonal dignity. The inhabitants of Gibeon 
did well for themfelves. | : 

Secondly, The method they took to compafs it. They 
knew that all the inhabitants of the land of Canaan were to be 
cut off ; perhaps they had fome fpies in the congregation at E- 
‘bal, when the law was read, who obferved and brought them 

“notice of the command given to Ifrael, Deut. vii. 1, 2, 3. 
‘that they thould /hew no mercy to the Canaanites, give them 
‘NO quarter in battle, which made them afraid of fighting them; 
-and that they fhould make no couenant with them, which made 
them defpair of gaining any advantage by treating with them ; 
and therefore there was no way of faving their lives from the 
{word of Ifrael, unlefs they could, by difguifing themfelves, 
~ make Jothua believe they came from fome very far country, 
which the Ifraelites were not commanded to make war upon, 
-nor forbidden to make peace with, but were particularly ap- 
pointed to ofr peace to, Deut. xx. 10, 15. Unlefs they 
could be admitted under this notion, they faw there was but 
one way with them, they mutt fubmit to the fate of Jericho 
and Ai. ‘Though the neighbouring princes Anew that all the 
men thereof were mighty, (chap. x. 2.) and they knew it them- 
felves ; yet they durft not contend with Ifrael, whe had an al- 
mighty God on their fide. This therefore is the only game 
‘they have to play, and they play it very artfully and fuccefsful- 
‘ly 5 never was any fuch thing more craftily managed. 3 

1, They come under the charaéter of ambafladors from a 
foreign ftate ; which they thought would pleafe the princes. of 
Ifrael, and make them proud of the honour of being courted 
by diftant countries. We find Hezekiah fond .of thofe that 

-came to him from a far country, Ifa. xxxix. 3-3. they had not, 
‘ufed to be thus courted. 

2( ,p They pretended to have undergone the fatigues of a 
_ very ony journey, and produced what paffed for an ocular de- 
‘monttration of it. It fhould feem it was then ufual for thofe 
‘that undertook long journies to take with them, as we do. now 
for long voyages, all manner of provifion in kind, . the country 
~not being furnifhed, as ours is now, with houfes of entertain. 
ment ; for the convenience of which, when we have occafion 
to. make ufe of them, we have reafon to be very thankful, 
“Now, they here pretended, that their provifion, when they 
“brought it from home, was frefh and new ; but now it appear- 
‘ed to be old and dry ; whereas it might well be prefumed they 
“had not loitered, but made the beft of their way. So that 
from hence it mult be inferred that they came, 


they did, from a very far country. Their facks or portman- 


“teaus were old, the wine all drank, and the bottles in which it Bie 


had been broken, their fhoes and cloaths worn worfe than the 
Tfraelites in forty years, their bread mouldy, ver. 4, 5. and a- 
gain, ver. 12,13. Thus God’s. Iftael have often been de- 
_ ceived and impofed upon with a thew of antiquity. But (as 
Bithop Hall expreffeth it) “ errors are never the éldet for their 
being patched,” and fo feeming old; but they that will be 
caught with this Gibeonitifh ftratagem, it is a fign they have 
not confulted:with God. And thus there are thofe who make 
themfelves poor with the badges of want and diftrefs, and yet 
have great riches, Prov. xiii. 7. or at leaft have\no need of re- 


lief; by which fraud charity is mifplaced, and hindred from 


“thofe that are real objedts of it. : 
3dly, When they were fufpected, and more {tri@ly examin- 

+ed from whence they came, they induftrioufly declined tellin 

gthe name of their country, till the agreement was fettled. (1.) 


\ 


Jos HHA 


as they faid. 


Chap. 1%, 


The men of Tfrael fufpected a fraud; ver. 9. Peradventure ye 
dwell among us, and then we may not, we mutt not, make any 
Jeague with you. This might have difcouraged the Gibeonites 
from urging the matter any further, concluding, that if the 
peace were made, the Ifraelites would not think themfelves o- 
bliged to keep it, having thus folemnly protefted againft it, in 
cale they develt among them ; but knowing that there was no 
hope at all if they ftood it out, they bravely ventured a fub- 


miflion : Who knows but the people of Ifrael may fave them 


alive, though thus inveigled into “a promife? and if they tell 
them at laft, they fhall but die. (2.) Jofhua put the queftion 
to them, Who are ye? and from whence come ye? He finds 


himfelf concerned. to ftand upon his guard, againft fecret fraud, 


as well as again{t open force. We in our fpiritual warfare mutt 


Stand againft the awiles of the devil, remembering he is a fubtile 


ferpent, as well as a roaring lion. In. all leagues of relation 
and friendfhip we muft firlt try, and then truft, left we repent 
at leifure agreemenis made in hafte. (3-) They would not tell 
whence they came ; but are ftill in the fame fong, We are 


come-from a very far country, ver. 9. They will have it thought, _ 


that it is a country Ifrael knows nothing of, nor ever heard of; 
and therefore would be never the wifer if they thould tell thera 
the name ‘of it. 


4thly, They profefs a refpeét for the God of Iffael, the more. 
to ingratiate themfelves with Jofhua; and we charitably believe © 


they were fincere in this profefion : We be come, becaufe of the 


name of the Lord thy Gody ver. 9.3 becaufe of what we have 5 
| heard of that name, which has convinced us that it is above e= 
| very name; and becaufe we have a defire towards that: name, 
and the remembrance of it, and would gladly come under its 


} protection. 


g5thly, ‘They fetch their inducements from “what “had been 


done fome time before in Mofes’ reign, the tidings whereof 
| might eafily be fuppofed ere this to have reached: diftant ‘Tegis ~ 
| ons, the plagues of Egypt, and the deftruétion. of Sihon and 
| Og, ver. 9, 10. but prudently fay nothing of the deftruction 
| of Jericho and. Ai,. (though that was the true inducement, _ 


ver. 3.) becaufe they will have it fuppofed that they came from 


| ‘home long before thofe conquefts were made. We need not 


be long to feek for reafons why we fhould fubmit to the God 
of Iftael ; we may be furniflied either with new or old, which 


we will. rese ae 
| 6thly, They madea general fubmifhon, We are your fers 


‘wants ; and humbly fue for a general agreement, Make a league 
with us, ver. 11. 


bargain ftruck up prefently: If Jofhua will but make*a league 


with them, they have all they come for, and they hope their - 
no exception againft — 


ragged clothes and clouted fhoes will be 
them. ‘God and Ifrael reje& none for their poverty. <4) 
Now, 1. Their falfehood cannot be juftified, nor ought: it 


to be drawn into a precedent. We muit not do evil that good 


may come. Had they owned their country, but renounced 


the idolatries of it, refigned the poffeffion of it to Ifrael, and 
_ themfelves to the God of Ifrael, we have reafon to. think Jo- 


fhua would have been direéted by the oracle of God to {pare 
their lives, and they needed not to have made thee pi 
fions. . It is obfervable, when they once faid, We be come from 
a far country, ver. 6. they found themfelves neceffitated to fay 


it again, ver. 9. and to fay what was utterly falfe concerning _ 
their bread; their bottles, their clothes, ver. 12, 13.3 for one 


lie is an inlet to another, and that to a third, and fo on. The 


| way of that fia is down-hill. mae we yea. 
But, 2. Their faith and prudence is to be greatly commend- 


They infift not upon terms, but will-be - 
-glad of peace upon any terms: Nor will the cafe admit of de- 
lays, left the fraud be difcovered ; fain they would have the 


yeas 
eten- _ 


ed. ‘Our Lord commended even the-unjuft fteward, becaufe - pi 


Chap. IX. 


he had done wifely, and well for himfelf, Luke xvi. 8. In 
fubmitting to Ifrael they fubmitted to the God of Iftael; which 
implied a renunciation of the god they had ferved, a refigna- 
tion to the laws of the true religion. They had heard enough 
to convince them of the infinite power of the God of Ifrael, 
and from thence might infer his other perfeétions of wifdom 
and goodnefs. And how can we do better for ourfelves, than 
farrender at difcretion to infinite wifdom, and caf? ourfelves up- 
on the mercy of a God of infinite goodnefs? The fubmiffion of 
thefe Gibeonites was the more laudable, becaufe it was, (1.) 
Singular. Their neighbours took another courfe, and expec- 
ted they fhould join with them. (2.) Speedy. They didnot 
ftay till Ifrael had befieged their cities, then it had been too 
late to capitulate ; but when they-were at fome diftance, they 
defired conditions of peace. ‘The way to avoid a judgment, 
is to meet it by repentance. Let us imitate thefe Gibconites, 
and mate our peace with God in the rags of humiliation, godly 
forrow.and mortification, fo our iniquity thall not be our ruin. 
Let us be fervants to Jefus, our bleffed Jofhua, and make a 
league with him, and the Lfrael of God, and we thall live. 


15 And Jofhua made peace with them, and 
made a league with them, to let them live: and 


_ the princes of the congregation {ware unto them. 


16 And it came to pafs at the end of three days, 
after they had made a league with them, that 
they heard that they were their neighbours, 
and that they dwelt among them. 17 And the 
children of Ifrael journeyed, and came unto 
their-cities on the third day: now their cities 


- were Gibeon, and Chephirah, and Beeroth, and — 


Kirjath-jearim. 18 And the children of Ifrael 
{mote them not, becaufe the princes of the con- 


gregation had fworn -unto them by the Lorp > 


God of Ifrael: and all the congregation mur- 


mured againft the princes. ro But all the prin- - 


ces faid unto all the congregation, We have 
fworn unto them by the Lorp God of Ifrael: 
now therefore we may not touch them. 20 
This we will do tothem; we will even let them 
live, left wrath be upon us, becaufe of the oath 
which we {ware unto them. 21 And the princes 
faid unto them, Let them live, (but let them 
be hewers of wood, and drawers of water unto 
all the congregation), as the princes. had pro- 
mifed them,. pect 

Here. is, Fir, The treaty foon concluded. with the Gibe. 
Onites, ver. 14,15. The thing was not done with much for- 


mality ;_ but,.in fhort, (1.) They agreed to let them live, and.. 


more the Gibeonites did not afk. In a common war this had 
been but a.fmall-matter to be granted ; ‘but in‘the wars of Ca- 
naan, which was to make a general deftrudtion, it was a great 
favour: to a.Canaanite, to have his life given him for a’prey, 
Jer--xlv.'5.. (2.) This. agreement was made not by Jofhua 


only, but by the princes of the congregation, in conjunétion.: 


with him, Though Jofhua had an extraordinary call to the 


government, and extraordinary. qualifications for it; yet. he. 
would: not-a& in an affair of this. nature, _ without.the counfel: 


and concurrence of the princes, who were neither kept in. the 


- Mark nor kept under foot, but were treated by him as fharers 
- in the government.’ (3.) It was ratified by an-oath, ‘They 


¢ 
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fware unto them, not by any of thé gods of Canaan, but by 
the God of Ifrael only, ver. 19. T hey that mean honeftly, 
do not ftartle at affurance, but fatisfy thofe with whom they 
treat, and glorify God by calling him to witnefs to the fince- 
rity of their intentions. (4.) Nothing appears to have been 
culpable in all this, but that it was done rafhly. They took 
of their victuals, by which they fatisfied themfelves that it was 
indeed old and dry; but did not confider, that that was no. 
proof oftheir bringing it frefh from home; fo that making ufe 
of their fenfes only, but not their reafon, they received the men 
(as the margin reads it) becaufe of their viduals, perceiving 


perhaps, upon the view and tafte. of their bread, not only that. 
now it was old, but that it had been fine and very good at= 


firft; whence they inferred, that they were perfons of fome . 


“quality, and therefore the friendfhip: of their country was not 


to be delpifed. But they ofked not counfel at the mouth of the 


‘Lord. "They had the Urim and Thummim with them, which 


they might have advifed with in this difficult cafe, and that 
would have told them no lie, would haye led them into no 
error; but they relied fo much upon their own politics, that 
they thought it needlefs to bring the matter to the oracle. Jo- 
fhua himfelf was not altogether without blame herein. Note, 
We then make more hafte than good {peed in any bufinefs, 
when we ftay not to take God along with us,-and by the word . 
and prayer to confult him. Many a time we fee caufe to re- 


~ fle& upon it with regret, that fuch and fuch an.affair mifcar-. 


ried, becaufe we afked not counfel at the mouth of the Lord. 
Would we acknowledge-him in all our ways, we thould find - 
them more fafe, eafy, and faccefsful. 

Secondly, The fraud foon difcovered by which’ this league. . 
was procured. A. /ying tongue is but for a moment, and truth 
will be the daughter of time. Within three days they found,... 
to their great furprife, that the cities which thefe ambafladors . 
had treated for, were verynear them, but one.night’s foot-march 
from the camp at Gilgal, chap, x. 9. Eithér their own feouts, . 
or. the parties that fallied out to acquaint themfelves with the 
country, or perhaps fome deferters that came over to them.. 
from the enemy, informed them of the truth in this-matter. - 
They that fuffer themfelves to be deceived by the wiles of Sa-' 
tan, will foon be undeceived to their confufion; and. will find 
that near, even at. the door,.which. they imagined. was very far 
off. , 


Thirdly, The difguft of the congregation at this. They. -. 
did indeed fubmit to the reftraints which this league laid upon . 
them, and fmote not the.cities of the. Gibeonites, neither flew 
the perfons, nor feized the prey; but it vexed them to have. 
their hands thus tied ;. and they murmured againft. the. princes,.. 
(ver. 18.) it is to be feared more from a jealoufy for their - 
own profit, than from a zeal: for the. fulfilling of God’s.com- 


Many are forward to arraign and-cenfure the aétions of princes, .. 
while they are ignorant of the {prings of thofe aétions, and-are 
incompetent judges.of the reafons of ftate that govern-them. - 
While therefore. we are fatisfied in’ general, that thofe who are 


" over us aim at nothing but the public good, and fincerely feek.. 


the welfare of-our people, we ought to make the beft 
they do, and not.exercife ourfelves in things above us. . 

Fourthly, The prudent: endeavour. of the, princes to pacify 
the difcontented congregation, and to.accommodate the matter. . 
Herein all the-princes concurred and were unanimous, which. 


doubtlefs difpofed the people to acquiefce. 


what - 


-{1.] They refalved.to fpare the lives of the Gibeonites, for: 


fo they had. exprefsly fworn to do, ver. 15. to let them live. 
1. The oath was lawful, elfé it had not bound them, .no» 


_ more than Herod’s oath bound him to cut off John Baptift’s... 


head. It js true .God had appointed them to. deftroy all thes 
é Canaanites:; 


a Ae 


” 


, mand, though fome of them perhaps had a regard to that.: ; 
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Canaanites; but tha Jaw mult be conftrued in favorem vite, 
to mean thofe only that {tood it out, and would not furrender 
their country to them, and not to bind them fo far to put off 
the fenfe of honour and humanity, as to flay thofe who had. 
never lift up a hand again{t them, nor ever would, but, before 
‘they were reduced to any extremity, Or ever- attempted any 
act of hoftility, with one confent humbled themfelyes. The 
kings of Ifrael were certainly more merciful kings than to do fo, 
1 Kings xx. 31. and the God of Ifrael a more merciful God 
than to order it fo. Satis eff proflraffe lconi. And, befides, 
the reafon of the law is the law. The mifchief defigned to be 
prevented by that law, was the infecting of the Ifraelites with 
their idolatry, Deut. vii. 4. But if the Gibeonites renounce 
“their idolatry, and become friends and fervants to the houfe of 
God, the danger is effectually prevented ; the reafon of the law 
ceafeth, and confequently the obligation ofit, efpecially to a thing 
of this nature. The converfion of finners fhall prevent their ruin. 
2. The oath being lawful, both the princes and the people 
for whom they tranfaéted, were bound. by it; bound in con- 
{cience, bound in honour, in honour to the God of Ifrael, by 
whom they, had fworn, and whofe name would have’ been 
blafphemed by the Canaanites, if they had violated this oath. 
They fpeak as thofe that feared an oath, (Eccl. ix. 2.) when 
“they argued thus, We will let them live, lef. wrath come upon 
us, becaufe of the oath which we /ware, ver. 20. He that 
ratifies a promife with an oath, imprecates the divine venge- 
ance if he wilfully break his promife, and has reafon to expect 
that divine juftice will take him at his word. God is not 
mocked, and therefore oaths are not to be jefted with. The 
princes will keep their word, 1/f, Though they loft by it. A 
citizen of Sion fwears to his own hurt, and changeth not, Plal. 
xv. 4. Jofhua and the princes, when they found it was to 
_ their prejudice that they had thus bound themfelves, did not 
apply themfelves to Eleazer for a difpenfation ; much lefs did 


they pretend, that no faith is to be kept with heretics, with » 


‘Canaanites ; no, they were {trangers to the modern artifices 
of the Romifh church, to elude the moft facred bonds, and 
even to fanétify perjuries. 2d/y, Though the people. were un- 
eafy at it, and their difcontent might have ended in a mutiny, 
yet’the princes would not violate their engagement to the Gi- 

- peonites. -We muft never be over-awed either by majefty or 
fnultitude to do an ill thing, and to go againft our confciences. 
_3dly, Though they were drawn into this league by a wile, 
and might have had a very plaufible pretence to declare it null 
and void, yet they adhered to it. ‘They might have pleaded 
though thefe were the men with whom they exchanged the 
_yatifications, yet thefe were not the cities intended in the 
Jeague ; they had promifed to {pare certain cities without 

_ names that were very far off, and upon the exprefs confidera. 
tion of their being fo; but thefe were very near, and there- 
fore not the cities that they covenanted with. And many 
learned men have thought, they were fo grofsly impofed upon 

. by the Gibeonites, that it had been lawful for them to have 


recalled their promife; but that to preferve their reputation, | 


and to keep up in Ifrael a veneration for an oath, they would 
ftand to it. But it is plain they thought themfelves indifpen- 


“fably obliged by it, and were apprehenfive, that the wrath of » 


God would fall upon them if they broke it. .. And however 
their adherence to it might be difpleafing to the congregation, 
it is plain it was acceptable-to God ; for when, in purfuance 
of this league, they undertook the protedtion of the Gibeon- 
ites, God gave them the moft glorious victory that ever they 


had in all their wars, chap. x. and long after feverely aven-— 


ged the wrong Saul did to the Gibeonites in violation of this 

_deague, 2 Sam. xxi. 1. Let this convince us all how religi- 

_guily we ought to perform our promifes, and make good our 
yi 4 
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bargains ; and what confeience we ought to make of our 
words, when they are once given., Ifa covenant obtained by 
fo many lies and deccits: yet might not be broken, fhall we 
think to evade the obligation of thofe that have been made 
with all poflible honefty and fairnefs? If others fraad will not 
juftify or excufe our falthood, certainly others honeity in deal- 
ing with us will aggravate-and condemn our difhonefty in deal- 
ing with them. “! Ee a 

[z.]. Though they {pared their lives, yet they feized their 
liberties; and fentenced them to be fewers of wood, and draw- 
ers of water to the congregation ver. 21. By this propofal 
the difcontented congregation was pacified. For, 1. ‘They 
that. were angry that the Gibeonites lived, might be content 
when they faw them condemned to that which in the opinion 
of fenfe, ts worfe than death, perpetual. f-rvitude. 2. They 
that were angry they were not fpoiled, might be content when 
their fervice of the congregation would be more to the. public 
advantage, than their beft effects could be; and, in fhort, the 
Ifraelites would be no lofers, either in honour or profit, by 
this peace with the Gibeonites; convince them of this, and 
they will be fatisfied. 


22 F And Jofhua called for them, and he 
fpake unto them, faying, Wherefore ‘have ye 


beguiled us, faying, We are very far from you; . 
when ye dwell among us? 23, Now therefore 
ye are curled, and there fhall none of you be 


freed from being bond-men, and hewers of 
wood, and drawers of water for the houfe of my 
God. 24 And they aupvered: Jolbua.,ang faid, 


Becaufe it was certain 


Mofes to give you-all the land, and todeftroy 
all the inhabitants of the land from before you, 
therefore we were fore afraid of our lives be- 
caufe of you, and have done -this thing. 25 
And now behold, we are in thine hand: as it 


us, do. 26 And fo did he unto them, and de- 
livered them out of the hand of the children of 
Ifrael, that they flew them not. 27 And Jo- 
{hua made them that day hewers of wood, and 
drawers of water for the congregation, and for 
the altar of the LorD, even unto this day, in 
the place which he fhould chufee 


_ The matter is here fettled between Jofhua and the. Gibeo- 
nites, and an explanation of the league agreed upon. We may 


the elders of Gibeon, and of the cities that were dependant up- 
on it, were themfelves prefent and treated with, thatthe mat- 
ter might be fully compromifed. ie SP 


Ly § 


they excufe it as well as they can, ver. 24. (1.) Jofhua gives 
the reproof very mildly : Wherefore have ye beguiled us? He 


any harfh provoking language, doth not call them, ‘as they de- 
ferve to be called, bafe liars ; but only afks them, Why have 


dom and duty to keep our temper, and to bridle our paflion. 
A. jut caufe needs not anger to defend it, and a bad one is 


made never the better by it. (2.) They make the belt excufe 


- Shap 1X. 


| y.told thy fervants, how . 
that the Lorp thy God commanded his fervant 


feemeth good and right unto thee to do unto — 


fappofe that now, not the meffengers that were firft fent, but | 


Firft, Jothua reproves. them for their fraud, ver. 22. and . 
‘doth not load them with any ill names, doth not give them — 


= . ~ . ie Sane 
ye beguiled us? Under the greateft provocations, it is our wif- 


3 2 Chap. IX. 
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for themfelves that the thing would bear, yer. 24. They 
found. by the word of God, that fentence of death was paffed 
upon thems the command was, to deflroy all the inhabitants 
of ‘the and, without exception; and they tound, by the works 
of God already wrought, that there was no oppofing the. exe- 
ution of this-fentence, They confidered that God’s fove- 
Feignty is inconteftible, his juftice inflexible, and his. power 


__- itrefiftible; and therefore refolved to try what his mercy was, 


. 
7 
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“to them to whom *they owe their lives, Obferve how: the 


and found it was not in vain to caft themfelves upon it. They 
do not go about to jultify their lie, but in effeé beg pardon for 
it, pleading-it was purely to fave their lives that they did it ; 
which every man that finds in himfelf the force of the law of 
felf-prefervation, will therefore make great allowances for; e- 
{pecially in fuch a cafe as this, where the fear was not merely 
of the power of man, (if that were all, one might flee from 
that to the divine protection,) but of the power of God him- 
Self, which-they faw engaged againft them. eds 
~ Secondly, Jolhua condemns them to fervitude, as a punith- 
ment of their fraud, ver. 23. and they fubmit to the fentence, 
ver. 25.3 and; for ought appears, both fides are pleafed. 

[1.] Jofhua pronounceth them perpetual bond-men. They 
had purchafed their lives with a lie ; butthat being no good 
confideration, he obligeth them to hold their lives under the 
rent.and refervation of their continual labours, in hewing wood 
and drawing water, the meaneft. and moft toilfome employ- 
ments. Thus their lic. was punifhed.. Had they dealt fairly 
and above-board with Ifrael, perhaps they had had more ho- 
nourable conditions granted them ; but now, fince they gain 
their lives with ragged clgthes.and clouted fhoes, the badges of 
fervitude, they are condemned for.ever to wear fuch ; fo, mult 
their doom be. _ And thus the ranfom of their lives is paid. 
‘Dominion is acquired by the prefervation of a life that lies at, 
mercy; (Servus dicitur a fervands.) . They owe their fervice, 


judgment is given again{t them. ., (1.), Their fervitude is made, 
_a.curfe to. them. . Now ye are curfed with the ancient curfe. 
of Canaan, from whom. thefe Hivites defcended : 4 Servant 
of fervants Jbalt thou be, Gen. ix. 25. What fhall be done- 
to the falfe tongue but this? curfed fhall it be. (2.) Yet this’ 
- eurfe is turned into a blefling; they. muft be fervants, but. it 
thall be for the houfe of my.God- The princes would have. 
them flaves unto all the congregation, ver. 21.;’at lealt they, 
chofe to exprefs themfelves fo, for the qualifying of the people. 
that were —difcontented ; but Jofhua mitigates the fentence, 
both in honour to God, and in favour to the Gibeonites. It 
would be too hard upon them to make them every man’s’ 


drudge: if they mult be hewers of swood and drawers of water, - 


- than which there cannot be a greater dif paragement,, elpecially: 
to them who were citizens of a royal city, and all mighty men, 
‘chap, x. 2.3 yet they fhall be fo to the houfe of my God, than 
_which there cannot be a greater preferment. David’ himfelf 


_~ © could like tobe a door-keeper there. Even fervile. work be-’ 


comes honourable when it is done for the houfe of my God, ~ 


and the officers thereof. .1. They were hereby excluded from 
the liberties and privileges of true-bora Ifraelites ; and.a re- 
maining mark of diftinction put upon. their polterity, through- 

- oat all their genetations... 2. They.swere hereby employed in 
Juch fervices a3 required their perfonal attendance upon the al- 
tar of God in-the place which he foould chufe, ver. 27.3 which 
would bring them to pee no wledasiot the law of God, keep 

_ them right to that holy religion.to which they were profelyted, 


. and prevent their revolt to the.idolatries of their fathers, * 3- 


- This would be a great advantage to the priefts and Lievites to 
have fo many, and thofe mighty men, conftant attendants upon 


them, and engaged by. office to do all the drudgery of the’ ta- 


bermacle. A. great ideal of wood mult. be. hewn for fuel for 
°o “Vou lL. be | 2, iia 


- 


_ admiflion of the Gentiles into the~ gofpel-church. 
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_ God’s houfe, not only t6 keep. the fire burniag-continually up- 
on the altar, but to boil the flefh of the peace-offerings, &e. 
and a great deal of water drawn for the divers wafhings which 
the law prefcribed. Thefe,'and other fach fervile works, fuch 
as wafhing the veffels, carrying out a/hes, {weeping the courts, 
Sc. which otherwife the Levites muft have done themfelves, 

_thefe-Gibeonites were appointed to do. 4. They were here- 
in fervants to the Congregation too; for whatever promotes and 
helps forward the worfhip of God, is real fetvice to the com- 
monwealth. It is the intere(t of every Ifraelite that the altar 
of God be well attended. Hereby alfo the congregation. was 
excufed from much of this feryile work, which perhaps would 
otherwife have been expected from fome of them. God had 
made a law, that the Ifraelites.fhould never make any of their 
brethren bond-men ;. if they had flaves, they muft be of she 
heathen that were round about them,, Lev. xxy, 44. Now, 
in honour of this law,.and-of Ifrael that was honoured -by it, 
God would not have the drudgery, no, not of the tabernacle it- 
felf, to be done by Ifraelites, but by Gibeonites ; who were after- 

_wards called Nethinim, men given to the Levites, as they were 
to the priefts, (Numb. iii. 9.) to minifter to them in the fer- 

vice of God. 5. This may be looked upon’ as typifying the 

Now they ~ 
were taken in, upon their fubmiflion, to be under-officers+ 
but afterwards God promifeth, that he will take of them for 

pricfis and Levites, Ua. xvi. 21. es 

- [2.] They fubmit to this condition, ver. 25. As ‘confei- 

ous of a fault, in framing a lie, whereby to deceive the Ifrael-' 
ites, and fenfible alfo how narrowly they efcaped.with their 

lives, and what a kindoefs it was to have them {pared, they ae- 

quiefce in the propofal, Do as it feemeth right unto thee. “Bet 

ter live in fervitude, efpecially fuch fervitude, than not live at’ 
all. "Thofe ofthe very meaneft and moft defpicable condition, | 
are defcribed to be hewers of wood, and drawers of water, 

Deut. xxix. 11. But fein for fein, liberty, and. labour, and 

all. that a man has, will be give for his life, and no ill bargain. 

Accordingly the matter was determineds’ 1. Jofhua delivered : 
them out of the hands of the Ifraelites that they fhould not be 

- flain, ver. 26. It feems there were thofe who would have fal- - 

len upon them with the fword, if Jofhua had not interpofed.- . 

with his authority. But wife generals know when to lock: up. 

the fword, as well as when to draw it.- 2. He then deliyer- 
ed them again into the hands of the Iftaelites to be enflaved, 
ver. 27... They ‘were not to keep poffeflion of their cities, for - 
we find afterwards that three of them fell to the lot of Benja-_ 
min, and one to that _of Judah ; nor were. they themfelves to 
be at their own difpofe, but, as Bifhop’ Patrick thinks, were 
| difperfed into the cities of the priefts and Levites; and came 

_ up with them in their courfes to ferve at the altar, out of the? 

profits of which, it is probable, they were maintained, And°.- 


' thus Ifrael’s bond-men. became the Lord’s free-men; for his- 


fervice in the meanelt office is iberty, and his work is its own. 
wages. And this they got by their early fubmiffion. Let us, 
in lke manner, fubmit-to our: Lord Jefis, and refer ourfelves 
to him; fay, We are in thy hand, do unto us as feemeth good” 
and right unto thee; only fave our fouls, and we. thall not ree, 
pent it.- Ifhe appoint us to bear his crofs, and draw in his 
yoke, and ferve at his altar, that, fhall be afterwards: neither 
fhame nor grief-to us, while the meaneft office in Gdd’s: fers 
vice will intitle us to a dwelling in the houfe of the Lord all the 
days. of gurlifee 29) ne Mog) ice ace a 


tis whee tal Galt AP. Xo. Tard 
| We bave in this chapter.an account of the congueft of the 
kings and kingdoms of the fouthern part of th» land of Ca=' 
_ngan, as in the newt chapter of the reduditon: of the nor» 

; thera 


thes 
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thern paris, which together completed the glorious fucceffes 
of the wars.of Canaan. In this chapter we have account, 
I. Of the routing of their forces in the field. In which 
obferve, (1.) Their confederacy againft the Gibeonites, ver. 
¥,—5- (2.) The Gibeonites requeft to Fofbua to ali 
them, ver. 6. (3+) Fofhua’s [peedy march under divine 
encouragement for their relief, ver. 'J—-9. (4-) The de- 
feat of the armies of thefe confederate kings, ver. 10, 11. 
(5.) The miraculous prolonging of the day, by the fland- 
ing fill of the Jun, in favour of the conquerors, vets 12, 
—r4. II. Of the execution of the kings that efcaped out 
of the battle, ver. 35,—27- IIL. Of the taking. of the 
particular cities, andthe total deftruchon of all that were 
found in them. Makkedah, ver. 28. Libnah, ver. 29, 
"30. Lachifh, vers 31, 32. and the king of Gezer that at 
tempted its refcut, ver. 33. Eglon, ver. 34,35. He- 
bron, ver. 36, 37+  Debir, ver. 38, 39- And the bring- 
ang of all that country into the bands of Ifrael, ver. 40, 
—42: And, Laftly, The return of the army to their bead 


guarters, \ 


% TOW it came to pafs, when Adoni-zedéek 
/ > king of Jerufalém had' heard how Jofhua 


had taken Ai, and had utterly deftroyed it; (as 


he had done to Jericho and her king, fo he had 
done to. Ai and her. king;) and how the inha- 
bitants of Gibeon had made peace with Hrael, 
and were afiong them. 2 That they feared 
greatly, becaufe Gibeon was a great city, as one 
of the royal cities, and becaufe it was greater. 
than. Ai, and all the men thereof were migh- 
ty. 3 Wherefore Adoni-zedek king of Jerufa- 
Tem fent unto Hoham king of Hebron, and un- 
to Piram king of Jarmuth, and unto Ae : 
king of Lachifh, and unto Debir king of Eglon, 
faying, 4 Come up unto me, and help me, that 
‘we may {mite Gibeon: for it hath made peace 
with Jofhua, and with the children of Mrael. 
5, Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the 
king of Jerufalem, the king of Hebron, the 
> king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachith, the king 
- of Eglon, gathered themfelves together, and 
went up, they and all their hofts, and encamp- 
ed: before Gibeon, and made war againft it. 6. 
© Andi the men of Gibeon {ent unto Jofhua, to 
the camp to Gilgal, faying, Slack not thy hand 
from thy fervants; come up to us quickly, and 
fave us, and help.us: for all-the kings of the A- 
morites'that dwell in thé mountains, are gather- 
ed together againft us. van he 
Jofhua: and: the, hofts of Ifrael had’ now. been a “good: while: 
in the.land of Canaan, and: no ‘great matters were effected ; 


_ , they were made: mafters.of Jericho by- miracle; of Ai’ by: ftra- | 
' tagem, and of Gibeon by furrender ; and that. was all. Hi- 


therto the progrefs.of their, victories had not feemed prapor- 
_ tionable to the magnificence of their: entry, and: the glory of: 
their beginnings. ‘Thofe among them that were impatient of de-. 
lays, it is probable; complained’ of Jofhua’s flownefs; and afl. 
ed. why, they did: not: immediately:penetrate into. the heart of 


the country, before the enemy could rally their forces to make 
head againft them? why they ftood trifling, while they were 
fo confident both of their title, and of their fuccefs? Thus Jo- 
fhua’s prudence, perhaps, was cenfured'as flothfulnefs, cowar- - 
dice, and want of fpirit. But, 1. Canaan was not to be con- 
quered in a day. God had faid, that by Hittle and little he would \ 
drive out the Canaanites, Exod. xxiti. 30. He that believeth 
will not make hafte, or conclude that the promife will never 


| be performed, becaufe it is not performed fo foon as we ex- 

| peéted. 2. Jofhua waited for the Canaanites to be the aggref 

| fors: Let.them firftmake an onfet upon Ifrael, on the allies 

| of Ifrael'; and then their deftruction will be, or at leaft will . 
| appear to be, the more juft, and the more juftifiable. Jofhua 
| had warrant fufficient to fet upon them; yet he ftays till they 

| ftrike the firft ftroke, that he might provide for honeft things, 

| not only in the fight of God, but of men; and they would be 

| the more inexcufable in their refiftance, now they had feen 

| what favour the Gibeonites found with Ifraél. 3. It ‘was for 

| the advantage of Tfrael to fit ftill a while, that the-forces of 

. thefe little kings might unite in one bedy, and fo might the 
_ eafier be cut off at one blow. This God had in his eye, when - 
_ he put it into their hearts to combine  againft Ifrael, though 


they defigned thereby to ftrengthen one another ; that which: 
he intended, was to gather them as fheaves into the floor, to 


fall together under the flail, Mic. iv. 12. Thus oftentimes 
_ that feeming paradox proves wholefome counfel, Stay a whiles 


and we [ball have done the fooner. gaat alk 

After Ifrael had waited a while for an occafion to make war 
upon the Canaanites, a fair one offers itfelf. aks 
- [1.] Five kings combine againft the Gibeonites.. Adoni-— 


' zedek king of Jerufalem, was the firft mover, and ringleader 


of this confederacy. He had a good name ; it fignifies lord of 
righteoufnefs, a defcendant perhaps from Melchizedek, Hing of 
righteoufne/s : But, notwithftanding the goodnefs of his name 
and family, it feems he was an ill ‘man, and an implacable ene+ 
my to the pofterity of that Abraham, whom his predeceffor, 
Melchizedek, was fuch a faithful friend to. He called upon 
his neighbours to join again{ft Ifrael ; either becaufe he was the 
moft honourable prince, and had the precedency among thefe 
kings; perhaps they had fome dependance upon him; at leaf — 
they paid’ a deference to him,as the moft public, powerful, and” 
active man they had among them. He, it feems, was firlt, oc 
_moft, apprehenfive of the danger’ his country was in, not only 
by the conqueft of Jericho and Ai, but the furrender of Gi- 
beon ;' which, it {eems, was the chief thing that alarmed him, 
it being one of the moft confiderable ftontier-towns. they had. 
Aigain{t Gibeon therefore all the force he could raife muft be. 
levelled: Gome, faith he, and’ help me, that we {mite Gibeon. 
This he refolves to do, either, (1.) In policy, that he might | 
retake the city, becaufe it was a {trong city, and of mighty con- 
fequence to his country, in whofe hands it was. Or, (2.) In. 
paflion, that he might chaftife the citizens for making peace with 
Jofhua, pretending that they had perfidioufly betrayed’ their 


- country, and: {trengthened the common enemy ; whereas they 
| had really done the greateft kindnefs imaginable to their coun- _ 


try, by fetting them a good example, if they would have fol-. 
lowed it.. Thus, Satan and his inftruments make war upon. 
thofe that make peace with God. Marvel not if the world hate. 
you, and treat thofe as deferters who are converts to Chrift. 
[2.] The Gibeonites fent notice to Jofhua. of the diftrefs. 
_ and danger they were in, ver. 6. Now they expeét benefit by 


_ the league they,had made with Mraels becaufé though it was: 
_ obtained by deceit, it was afterwards confirmed when the truth. 


_ came outs” They think: Jotiua’ obliged! to help them, (4.) Tn. 
_ confcience, becaufe they were his fervants ; not in compliment, 
as they hadfaid in their firft addref§, chap. Pe yer 


« We are thy. 
yO S ferwantsy:, 


| 


- long the way that goeth up to Beth-horon, and 
{mote them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah. - 


PRE tee 

_ ‘Chap. X. - 
~ fervants, but in reality made fervants to the congregation ; and 

- “it is the duty of malters to take care of the pooreft and meaneft 
of their fervants, and not to fee them wronged, when it is in 
the power of their hand to right them. ‘T’hey that pay’ alle- 
-giance, may reafonably expe& protection. ‘Thus David pleads 

- with God, Pfal. cxix. 94. J am thine, fave me; and fo may 
we, if indeed we be his. 


fhewed to Ifrael, and the confidence they had in a covenant 
with them. Jofhua cannot refufe to help them, when it is for 
their affection to him, and to the name of his Gad, that they 
are attacked. David thinks ita good plea with God, Pfal. 
Ixix. 7. For thy fake I have bore reproach, When our fpiri- 
tual enemies fet themfelves in array againft us, and threaten to 
fwallow us up, let us, by faith and prayer, apply ourfelves to 
Ghrift, our Jofhua, for ftrength and fuccour, as St Paul did, 
and we fhall receive the fame anfwer of peace, My grace is 
. Sufficient for thee, 2 Cor. xii. 8, 9. 


- -4 So Jofhua afcended from Gilgal, he and all 
the people of war with him, and all the mighty 
-.men-of valour. -8 9 And the Lorp faid unto 
Jofhua, Fear them not: For I have delivered 


‘them into thine hand; there fhall not a man of 
them ftand before thee. g Jofhua therefore ~ 


came unto them fuddenly, and went up from 
Gilgal all night. ro And the Lorn difcomfit- 
ed them before Ifrael, and flew them with a 
great flaughter at Gibeon, and _chafed'them a- 


11 And it came to pafs as they fled from be- 
fore Ifrael, and were in the going down to Beth- 


“horon, that the Lorp caft down great ftones- 
_ from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they. 


» died: they were more which died with hail- 
ftones, than they whom the children of Ifrael 
flew with the fword. 12 4 Then fpake Jofhua 

* tothe Lorp in the day when the Lorn deli- 
vered up the Amorites before the children of 
Ifrael, and he faid in the fight of Ifrael, Sun, 

_ ftand thou. flill upon Gibeon, and thou moon, 
in the valley of Ajalon. 13 And the fun ftood 
~ till, and the moon ftayed, until the people had 
avenged themfelves upon their enemies. 4s not 

this written in the book of Jafher? fo the fun 

ftood ftill in the midft of heaven, and hafted not 

to go down about a whole day. . 4 And there 

’ was no day like that before it or after it, that 

the Lorp hearkened unto the voice of a man: 
for the Lorn fought for Ifrael. 


Geni Here, Fir/, Jothua refolves to affift the Gibeonites, and God 


_ ‘ encourageth him in that refolve. 1/f, He afceaded from Gil- 


_ wal, ver. 7. ie. he defigned, determined, and prepared for this 


expedition to relieve Gibeon ; for it is probable, it was before 
he ftirred a ftep that God fpake to him to encourage him. It 
‘was generous and juft in Jofhua to help his new allies; though, 
perhaps, the king of Jerufalem, when he attacked them, little 
thought that Jofhua would have been fo ready.to help them ; 


I 
\ 
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(2.) In honour, becaufe the ground . 
of their enemies’ quarrel with them, was the refpect they had _ 


| lids, till he had accomplifhed this enterprife. 


51 


but expeded he would abandon them as €anaanites, the raz 
ther, becaufe they had obtained their league with him by fraud ; 
therefore he fpeaks with affurance, ver. 4. of {miting Gibcon. 


But Jofhua knew that his promifeto let them live, obliged him, not 


only not to flay them himfelf, but not to ftand by and fee them 
flain, when it wasin the power of his hand to prevent it, Prov. xxiv. 
11,12. He knew that when they embraced the faith and worfhip 
of the God of Ifrael, they came to tru? under the fhadow of his 
qwings, (Ruth ti, 12.); and therefore, as his fervants, he was 
bound to protect them. : 2d/y, God animated him forthis un- 
dertaking, ver. 8. Fear not, i. e. (1.) Doubt not of the good- 
nefs of thy caufe, and the clearnefs, of thy call; though it be 


to afift Gibeonites, thou art in the way of duty, and God is — 


with thee of a truth. (2.) Dread not the power of the enemy. 
Though fo many kings are confederate againft thee, and are 
refolyed to make their utmoft efforts for the reduction of Gi- 
beon, and, it may be, will fight defperately in a defperate caufe 5 
yet let not that. difcourage thee; J have delivered them into 


thine hand; and thofe can make neither refiftance nor efcape, 


whom God has marked for deftruétion. 


Secondly, Jothua applies himfelf to execute this refolve, and, 


God affifts him in the execution. Here we have, ‘ 


[1.] The great induftry of Jofhua, and the power of God - 


working with that for the defeat of the enemy. In this actions 

1. Jofhua fhewed his good-will, in the hafte he made for 
the relief of Gibeon, ver. 9. He came unto them fuddenly, for 
the extremity was fuch as would not admit of delay. If one 
of the tribes of Ifrael had been in danger, he could not have 
fkewed more care or zeal for‘its relief, than here for Gibeon ; 
remembering in this, as in other cafes, there muft be one law 


for the ftranger that was profecuted, and for him that was born 
/ in the land. 


Scarce had the confederate princes got their for- 
ces together, and fet down before Gibeon, but Jofhua was up- 


/-on them, the furprife of which would put them into the great- 
| eft confufion. Now the enemy were aétually drawn up into a 


body, which had all as it were but one neck; difpatch was now 
as fetviceable to his caufé as before delay was, while he wait- 
ed for this general rendezvous.. And now things were ripe for 
execution, no man more expeditious than Jofhua, who before 
had feemed flow. 
dane to-morrow, which he could do to-day. When Jofhua 
found he could not reach Gibeon in a day, left he fhould lofe 
any real advantages again{t the enemy, ot fo much as feem to 
come fhort, or to negleé his new allies, he marched all night, 
refolving not to give fleep to his eyes, nor flumber to his eye- 


forces he took with him were mighty men of valour, not only 
able-bodied men, but men of fpirit and refolution, and hearty 
in the caufe, elfe they neither could nor would have borne this 
fatigue, but would have murmured at their leader, and would 
have afked, Is this the reft we were promifed in Canaan? But 


_ they well confidered that the prefent toil was in order to a 
_ happy fetrlemtent, and therefore were reconciled to it. Let the 
good foldiers of Fefus Chrift learn from hence to endure hard- 
| nefs, in following the Lamb dwhitherfoever he goes ; and not think 
themfelves undone, if their religion Jofe them now and then. » 


a night’s fleep ; it will be enough to reft when we come to 


_ heaven. 


But what needed Jofhua to put himfelf and his men fo much 
to the ftretch ? Had not God promifed him, that without fail 
he would. deliver the enemies into his hand ? It is true he had ; 


| but God’s promifés are intended, not to flacken and fuperf{ede, 


but to quicken and encourage our endeavours. He that belie- 


_ veth doth not make hafle to anticipate providence, but doth make 
‘hafte to attend it, with a diligent, not a diftruftful fpeed. 


2, God fhewed his great power in defeating the enemies 
G2 which 


Now it fhall never be faid he left that tobe - 


It was well the, 
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which Jofhua fo vigoroufly attacked, ver. 10; 1. Jofhua had’ 
“a very numerous and powerful army with him,, hands enough 
to. dilpatclr a difpirited enemy ; fo that! the enemy might have 
been icattered by the ordinary faté-of war: But God himfelf 
would appear inthis ‘great’ and decifive battle, and draw up the 
artillery of heaven again{t the Canaanites, to demonftrate to his 
"people, that théy: got not this land in puiffion by their oan fword, 
neither did their oavn arn fave them, but God's right hand and 
bis-ari, Pialvxhv. 38 The Lord difcomfpted them before Ifrael. 
Ifrael did what they could, and) yet-God did all. 1. It mutt 
needs bea very great: ‘terror and confafen tothe enemy, to 
perceive that heaven itfelf fought againft them = for who can 
conteft with} flee from,’or fence!againft the powers of heaven ? 
‘hey had affrontedthe true God, and robbed him of his ho- 
hours -by worfhipping the holt of heaven, giving that worthip to 


the -creature which-is due’ to “the” Creator only ; and’ now the _| : i RENE 
- ing people to afk; and for what he will do, he_will be engitis 


hoft of heaven ‘fights againft them,’ and even that part of the 
ereation which they had ‘idolized is at war with them, and ‘e- 
ven triumphs in -their ruin, Jer. vill. 2. There isto way of 
making any creature propitious to us, no, not by facrifice or of: 
fering, but only by making our peace with God, and keeping 
ourfelves‘in his love. 
ealy prey to the vidorious Hraelites ; ‘yet this was not: all. 
2. Belides the terror ftruck upon them, there was a great 
flaughter made of them- by hail-flones, which were fo large, 
and came down with fuch a force, that- more were: killed by 


the hail-{tones than by the {word of the Iftaelites, though, no. 


doubt, they were bufy. God himfelf {peaks to Job of treasures, 
or magazines of {now and hail, which he has referved for the 
day of batile and war, Job xxxvili. 22, 23s and here they are 
made ufe of to deftroy the Canaanites. Elere was hail {hot 
from God’s great ordnance, that, again{t whomfoever it was 


direGed, was fure to hit, and never glanced upon the Ifraelites . | 


mixed with them, and. whenever it hit was fure to kill, See 
here how miferable they are that have God their enemy, and 
how. fure to perith.. J is a Jearful thing. to fall into'his hands ; 
~- for there is no fleeing out of them. Some obferve, that Beth- 
horon lay north of Gibeon, Azekah and Makkedah lay fouth, 
fo that they fléd each way. But. which way foever they 


_ fled, the: bail-ftones purfued them, and met them -at every | 


turtle yj 
ing that with the miraculous atreft of the fun, that the day. of 
~~ Hrael’s viGtories might be prolonged, and fo the enemy totally 
defeated. T'he hail-flones had their rife no higher than the 
clouds 5. but.to thew that Iffael’s help came from above the 
clouds,..the fun itfelf, who by his iconftant motion erves the 
whole earth, by. hafting -where, there was occafion, feryed the 
Jiraelites, and did them a kindnefs, The Jun and moon: flood 
Jill in their habitation, at the light of thine arrows which gave 
the fignal).Hab. iii. 11, Saat ra Poise ty 
I, Here is the prayer of Jothtia that the fun might ftand 
“HGH T call it his prayer, becaufe itis faid, ver. 12. He fpake 
to the Lord; as Elijah, though we read, 1 ‘Kings xvii. 1. only 
of ‘his prophefying of the drought, yet it is faid, Jam. v. Its 
to_pray ‘for. it.. 
nied-aétivity inthe fervice. of God. and Ifrael; that though he 
had marched all night, and fought all day, and one would ex- 
pect fhould have a mind: to repofe bimfelf, and get alittle fleep, 
, and. give his army fome time to reft; that, like the hireling, he 
thould earneftly have defired the thadow, and bid. the night 


_ welcome,when he had done fuch a good day’s work ; yet, ins | 


ftead of that, he withes for nothing fo much’ as. the. prolonging 


‘ of the day... Note, Thofe that wait on the: Lord, and work for | 


him, foal renew their Strength, foall ‘run and-nat be weary, foall 


mak and not faint, Ua. xl. 34+ (2.) An inflance of his great 


H U A. . 


faith in the almighty power of God, as above the power of na- 


This had been enough to make thenvan }. 


ik 2] The great faith of Jothua, and. the power of Coditoms A. 


Obferve, (1.) An inflance of Jofhua’s unwea- -} 


Mi 
’ 


ture, and ableto control and alter the ufual courfe of it. ~ No. 


doubt, Jofhua had an extraordinary impulfe or impreffion upon 
~ his {pirit, which he knew to be. of divine original, prompting © 


him to defire that this miracle might be wrought upon this oce— 


cafion, elfe it had been prefumption in him to defire.or expec 


it; the prayer had not been granted by the divine power, if it 


had not been dictated by the divine grace ; God wrought this - 


faith in him, and then faid, According to thy faith, and thy prayer | 
of faith, de it unto‘ thee. It cannot be imagined, however, fuch. 
a thing as this fhould enter into his mind, if God had not put 
it there ; a man would have had a thoufand projects in his head _ 
for the compleating of the victory, before he would have thought — 
of defiring the fun to ftand ftill: But eyen in the Old Telta~ 


ment faints she Spirit made intercefion according .to the will of 


God: What God will give, he inclines: the hearts of his pray- 


red of, Ezek. xxxvi. 37. AS ae aie tia 
- Now, 1. It looked great for Jofhua to fay, Sun, fand thou 


Jlill.: Tis anceftor. Jofeph had indeed dreamed that the fun 


and moon did obeifance to him; but who would have thought: 
that after it had been fulfilled in the figure; it fhould again be. 


fulfilled in the letter to. one of his potterity ?."The “prayer is. 
_ thus expreffed with: authority, becaufe it was. not an ordinary 
_ prayer, fuch as is directed and fapported only by God’s com- 


mon providence or promife, but the prayer of a prophet at this - 


time divinely infpired for this purpofe ; and yet it intimates to 


us the prevalency of prayer in general, fo far. as it is regulated - 


_ by the. word of God, and may mind us of that honour put up- 
on prayer, Ifa.xly. 11. Concerning the work of my hands com= _ 


He bids the fun fland flill upon Gibeon, the place 


mand ye me. 


See 
s _* 


, Chap. X. 


\ 
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but pais once ‘the un} | hall wait for it beyoud the ufnal ° 
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time, while in favour to ane Tfrael it flands fhill,’ 
“2dly, The wonder ful anfwer to this prayer. No fooner faid 
but done, ver.13. The'fun ficbd flilland the moon flayed. Not- 


. ry: withftanding | the valt diftance between the-earth and the fun, 
at the word of Jofiua the fun “ftopped immediately 5 for the _ 


dame God that rulés in heaven above, rules at the fame time on 


this’ earth,’ and when he Pleafes, even the heavens Shall hear the 


earth, as ‘here. -Colicerning | this great nviracle, it is here {aid, 
‘y. That ‘it continued'a whole day, 7. ¢ the fan’ ‘continued as 
‘Tong again aboye' the horizon; as otherwife it would have done: 
It is commonly fippofed’to have been about the middle of fim- 
mer that this happeried, when ia that country it was about four- 
_ teen’ hours betiveen’ fan add fun ;° fo that this day was’ about 
twenty-eight hours long: Yet if we fuppofe it to have been at 
that time‘of the year When the days are atthe fhorteft, it will 
‘be the! more’ probable that Jofhua fhould defire and pray for the 
prolonging, of the day. 2. That hereby the people had full time 
‘to avenge themfelves of their enemies, and to give them a total 
defeat. © We often read in hiftory of battles which the night 
put an’ ‘end to, the thadows of which favoured the retreat of 
the conqteréd ; to prevent'this advantage to the enemy iu theit 
flight, the day was doubled, ‘that the hand of Irael might find 
out all their enemies. 
them oat without thé help of ‘the fun’s light ; ; for to him‘ the 
night fhineth as the day, Pfal. cxxxix! 12. Note, Sometimes 
God completes a great falvation in a little time, and makes but 
one day’ s work’of it. ' Perhaps this miracle is alluded ‘to Zech. 
_ xiv. 6, '7. where the day of God’s Jighting againft the nations, 
is faid'to be one dav, aid that at evening-tine it foall be light, as 
here.” And: . That there. was never'any day like it, before or 
fince,.'in ‘whic a God’ put fuck an honour vpon faith, and pray- 
er, and Trael’s caufé;*never did he fo wonder fully comply 
with the’ requett: of a man, nor fo wonderfully fight for his peo= 
ple. ©4.'This ‘is faid to be written in the book of Jather, a 
collection of ftate-poems, in which the-poem) made upon this 
occafion was preferved among the reft, probably” the fame with 
that book of the wars of the Lord; Numb. xxi. 14. which af 
terwards was continued and carried on by one Jafher. Thofe 
words, Sun, sfand thou fiill-upon Gibeon, and thow moon in the 
valley of Ajolon, founding metrical,’ are fuppofed to be taken 
from the ‘natrative of this event, as it was found in the book of 
Jather: Not that the divine'teftimony, of the book of Jofhua 


* ~ needed confirmation from the book of Jafher, a human compo- 


fure ; but to’ ‘thofe:who had that book in their hands, it would 
be of ufe td’ compare “this hiftory with it; which warrants the 
appeals the learned’make to profane hiftory for the corroborat- 
ing of the proofs of the’ truth of facred*hiftory: 

But furely this ftupendous miracle of the {tanding ftill of the 
fun, was intended for fomething more than merely to give If- 
 ¥ael fo much the more time to find out and kill their enemies, 
_ which without this might have been done the next day. «(1.) 
God-would hereby magnify Fofoua, chap. ui. 7. asa particular 


: favourite; | ‘and one whom he did delight + to honour; being a- 


type of him who hath all power, both in heaven and in earth, 
and whom the winds and the feas obey. (2.) He would here- 
by votify to all the world what he was doing for his people If 
-rael here in Canaan. The fun, the eye of the world,. mut be 


= fixed for fome hours; upon Gibeon,-and the valley of Ajalon, 
_ a8 It Were. to contemplate the great: works of God there for If- . 
rael ; and: fo to engage the.children-of men to look that ways 


and. to inguire of this wonder: done in the land, ‘(2 Chron. xxx. 
3I. .) ~ Proclamation was-hereby made: to all the neighbour:na- 
tions, Comes behold the:works of the Lord, Pfal. xlvi. 8. and fay; 
What nation is there fo great as Ifrael is, who has God fo nigh 
unto them? One would have Merennts this would oan fuch real 


¥ - 


“Bat tiie éye and’ hand of God can find _ | 


- king of Eglon. _ 
_ they brought out thofe kings unto: Jofhua; that. 
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ambafladors as the Gibeonites-pretended to be, from avery far 
countrys to court the friendfhip of \Irael becaufe of the name 
of the Lord their God... (3.) He would hereby convince and 
confound.thofe idolatcrs that worfhipped the fun and the moon, 
and gave divine honours to them, by demonitrating that they 
were fubject to the command of the ‘God of Ifracl ; : and that, 
as high as they were, he was above.them. And thus he would 
fortify his people again{t temptations to:this idolatry, which he— 
forefaw they. would be addicted to, (Deut. iv. 19.) and which, . 
notwithftanding. this, they afterwards. corrupted themfélves. } 
with. (4. ) ‘This miracle fignified, (it is the learned Bithop Pier- 
fon’s notion,). that in the ies days, when the /ighi of the 
world was tending towards a night of dark ne fey. the Sun of righs 
teoufnefs, even our ~ Jothua, fhould arife, (Mal. iv.2.):give check 
to the approaching night, and be the true light. To whichlet 
me_add, that when Chrit conquered our foiritual enemies upon 
the crofs, the miracle w rought on the fan was the reverfe of 
this: It was then darkened as if it) were gone down at noon; ° 
for Chrift needed not the light of the fun to carry. om hisiwictas 
ries, he then made darknels bis pavilion, And, va//y, The ars 
re(ting of the fun and moon in this dayvef battles figured) the 
turning of the fun-into darknefs, and the moon» into leads ams 
the laft great and terrible day of the Lord... : 


15 And Jofhua returned,and all Hier MiG .s 
him, ‘unto the camp to Gilgal. 16 But thefe 
five kings fled, and hid themfelves in a cave at. 
Makkedah. 17 Andit was told Jothuasfaying, The: we 
five kings are ott hid m-a:cave at: Makkedah.>~ 


18 And Jofhua faid, Roll great ftones upon the 


mouth of the cave, and fet men by it for to keep. 
them. - 4g And: flay you not, dut purfue: after 
your enemies, and {mite the. hindmoft of them, 
fuffer them not to enter into. their cities: for the. 
Lorp your God hath delivered them inte your” 
hand. 20 And it, came to pafs. when. Jothua.’ 
and the children of Ifrael had)made.amend of © 
flaying them with a very great flaughter tilk 
they were confumed, that the reft’ which ‘re-* 
mained of them, “entered i into fenced.cities., 21. 
And all the. people returned. to-the camp. to {ee 
fhua at Makkedah in. peace: none moved his« 
tongue againtt any of the children’ of Ifrael.’ 22s 


Then faid Jofhua, Open the mouth of the’cave, 


and bring out thofe five kings unto me. out of 
the. cave. 23 And they did fo, and brought: 
forth thofe five kings unto: him out of the-cave,. 


. the king of Jerufalem, the king of Hebron, the- 


king of” Jarmuth, the- ‘king of Lachith, and. the: 
24 And it came to. pals, whens 


Jofhua called for all the: men: of Ifrael;' and aid’. 


- unto the captains of: the men of war which went. 


with him, Come near,. put: your feet upon the» 
necks of thefe kings. "Andithey, came.near, and»: 


put their feet upon-the necks of.them:. 25And! 
| Jofhua-faid unto-them; Fear not nor be difmay-- 
ed, be Rrong and’ of good” courage? for thus. fhallt 
| the Lorp.do to all your enemies.again{t: whomu. 


ye: 


‘ 


54 a 
ye fight. 26And afterward Jofhuafmote them, 
‘and flew them, and hanged them on five trees: 


and they were hanging upon the trees until the 
evening. 27 And it came to pafs at the time 


of the going down of the fun, that Jofhua com- 


‘manded, and they took them down off the trees, 

and caft them into the cave wherein they had 
been hid, and laid great ftones in the cave’s 
mouth, which remain until this very dey. 


It. was a brave appearance, no doubt, which the five kings 
‘made when they took the field, for the reducing of Gibeon, 
and a brave army they had following them; but they were all 
routed, put into diforder firlt, and then brought to deftruction 
“by the hail-{tones. And now Jofhua thought his work was 
«done, he might go with his army into quarters of refrefhment. 
Accordingly it was refolved, perhaps in a council of war, that 
they fhould prefently return to the camp at Gilgal, ver. 15. till 
‘they fhould receive orders ‘from God to take poffeflion of the 
‘country they had now conquered: But he foon finds he 
has more work cut out for him; the victory muft be purfued, 


‘that the fpoils might be divided. Accordingly he applies him- — 


delf to it“with renewed vigour. 
' Firft, The forces that had difperfed themfelves, mutt be fol- 


~ lowed and fmitten.' When tidings were brought Jofhua where 


the kings were, he ordered a guard to be fet upon them. for 
the prefent, ver. 18. referving them for another day of deffruc- 
tion, and, to be brought forth to a day of wrath, Job «xi. 30.; 
and orders his men to purfue the common foldiers re much as 
“might be to prevent their efcaping ‘to the garrifons, which . 
would ftrengthen them, and make the sreduétion of them the 
more difficult, ver. 19. Like a prudent general, he doth that 


--firft which is moft needful, and defers -his triumphs till he has 


-compleated his conquelts; nor was he in fuch hafte to infult 


over the captived kings, but that he would ‘irft prevent -the 


‘rallying again of their {cattered forces... The fuccefs of this vi- 


gorous purfuit was, (1.).That 4 very great flaughter was-made : 
And, (2.) The field was - 


of ‘the enemies of God and Ifrael. 
cleared of them; fo that none remained but fuch as got into . 
fenced cities, where they would not long be fafe themfelves; 
nor were they capable of doing any fervice to the cities that fhel- 


. tered them, unlefs they could have left their fears behind them. 


_ diftrefs, either in the battle, or in the purfuit. 


(3-) None moved his tongue againft any of the children of Ifrael, 
ver. 21. This expreflion intimates, [1.] Their perfect fafety 
-and tranquillity. Some think it fhould be read from Exod. | 
xi. 7. Againft any of the children of Ifrael did not a dog move 
his tongue; no, not againft any one man of them. They were 
not threatened by any danger at all after their vidtory; no, 
not fo much as the barking of a-dog. Not one fingle Ifraelite 
(for the original makes it. fo particular) was brought into any 
f3,). Lheir 
honour and reputation. No man had any reproach to caft up- 
en them, or an ill word to give them; God not only tied their 


“hands, but {topped the mouths of their enraged enemies, and 


put lying lips to filence. [3.] The Chaldee paraphrafe makes 
tan expreflion of their unallayed joy for this victory, reading 
it, There was no hurt, or lols, to the children of Lfrael, for 
which any man foould aflié his foul. When the army came 


wounded, none mifling; not.one. Ifraelite had occafion to la- 

sment either the lofs of a friend, or the lofs of a limb. ‘So 

«cheap, fo eafy, fo glorious was this victory.” . ms 
Secondly, ‘The kings that had hid themfelves muit now be - 


_ «alled to an account, as rebels againft the Lrael-.of God, to 


’ 
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whom, by the divine promife and grant, this land did of right 
belong, and fhould have been furrendered upon demand. 
. See here, 1/?, How they were fecured. The cave which 
they fled to, and trufted in for a refuge, became their prifon, in 
which they were clapped up, till Jofhua fat in judgment on 
them, ver. 18. It feems they all efcaped both the hailftones 
and the fword; God fo ordering it, not in kindnefs to them, 
but that they might be referved for a more’ folémn and terrible: 
execution ; as for this caufe Pharaoh furvived the plagues of 
Egypt, and was made to ftand, that God might in him Shew 
his power, Exod. ix. 16. They all fled, and’met at the fame 
place Providence direéting them; and now they who were - 


lately confulting againft Ifrael, were’ put upon new counfels to 
“ preferve themfelves, and agreed to-take fhelter in the fame cave. 


The information brought to Jofhua ‘of this, was an evidence, 


that there were thofe of the country who knew the holes and — 


faftneffes of it that were in his interefts. “And the care Jo- 
fhua took to keep them:there when they were there, as itis 
an inftance of his policy, and a prefence of mind, even ‘in the 
heat of action, fo in the fuccefs of their projea, it fhews how 


’ they not-only deceive themfelves, but deftroy themfelves, who ~ 
think to hide themfelves from God. Their refuge of lies will _ 


but bind them over to God’s judgment. SRP cs 

2dly, How they were triumphed over. Jofhua ordered them 
to be brought forth out of the cave, fet before him: as at the 
bar, and their names called over, ver. 22, 23. And when they 


either were bound and caft upon the ‘ground, unable to help — 


themfelves, or threw themfelves upon the ground, humbly to 
beg for their’ lives, *he called for the general officers and great 
men, and commanded them to trample“upon thefe kings, and 
fet their feet upon their necks; not in {port, and to make them- 
felyes and the-company merty, but with the gravity and deco- 
rum that became the minifters-of the divine juftice, who were 
not herein to gratify any pride or paflion of their own, but to give 


of the earth, Pfal. \xxvi. 12. The thing doth: indeed look 


‘barbarous, thus to infult over men in mifery, that were fuddens - 
dy fallen from the higheft pitch of honour into this difgrace 3. 
it was hard for crowned heads to bé thus trodden. upon, not , 


by Jofhua himfelf, that might better have been borne, at leaft 


glory to the God of Ifrael as higher than the higheft, who treads - 
upon princes as mortar, (Ha. xli. 25.) and és terribletothe kings 


not by him only, but by all the captains of the army. Cers “ 


tainly it ought not to be drawn into a precedent, for the cafe 


‘was extraordinary ; and we have reafon to think it was by di- 
vine direétion and impulfe that Jofhua did this, <o aa 


'1. God would. hereby punifh the abominable ‘wickednefs of 


thefe kings, the meafure of whofe iniquity was now full. And 


| by this public act of juftice done upon thefe ringleaders of the 

| Canaanites in fin, he would poffefs his people with the great-~ 
| ter dread and deteftation of thefe fins of the nations that God * 
caf out from before them, which they would be’ tempted to i+ 

| mutate. ee Sia ont é 
2. He would hereby have the promife by Mokes made good; . 
| Deut. xxxiii. 29. Thou farce mein high vee 

_ their great men; which fhould the rather be fpeedily fulfilled 


_ in the latter, becaufe they are the very laft words of Mofes that 


¢ 
i 

i 
t 
i 


_ we find upon record. 


3. He would: hereby encourage the faith and hope’of his 


people Lael, in reference to ‘the wars that were yet before 
them. Therefore Jofhua faith, ver..25. Fear not, 
to be reviewed after the battle, there was none flain, none | 


nor be dif= 


_ mayed. (1.) Fear not thefe kings, or any of theirs, as if there — 
| were any danger of having this affront now put upon them, in 
_ aftertime revenged upon yourfelyes ; a’ confideration. which 


keeps many from being infolent- towards thofe they have at 


thew mercy, becaufe théy know not how foon: the uncertain. 


' fate of war may turn the fame wheel upon themfelyes ; but you 
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whom you thought fo formidable. 


need not fear that any fhould rife up ever to revenge this 
quarrel. (2.) Fear notany other kings, who may at any time 
be in confederacy againft you ; for you fee thefe brought down, 
Thus foall the Lord do to 
all your enemies: Now they begin to fall, to fall fo low that 
you may fet your feet upon their necks, you may be confident 
they fhall not prevail, but fhall /arely fall before-you, Eth. 
rs : ; 

4. He would hereby give a type ahd figure of Chrift’s vic- 
tories over the power of darknefs, and believers victories 
through him. All the enemies of the Redeemer fhall be made 
his footftool, Pfal. cx. 1. (And fee Pfal. xviii. go.): Fhe kings 


Of the earth fet themfelves againft -him, Pfal. ii, 2.; but fooner 


or. later we fhall fee all things put under him, Heb. ii. 8.3 and 
principalities made a foew of, Col.ii. 15. And in thefe triumphs 
we are more than conquerors ;\may tread upon the lion and ad- 
der, Pfal. xci. 13.3 may ride on the high places of the earth, 
Ifa. lvii..14.; and may be eonfident, that the God of peace fhall 


tread Satan under our feet, Shall do it fhortly, and do, it effec- 


tually, Rom. xvi. 20. See Pfal. cxlix. 8, 9. 

3dly, How they were put to death. Perhaps when they 
had undergone that terrible mortification of we trodden up- 
on by the captains of Ifrael, they were ready to fay, as Agag, 


Surely the hitternefs of death is paft, and that /ufficient unto them 
. was this punifhment which was infliced by many; but their ho- 
‘ours cannot excufe their lives, their forfeited .devoted lives. 


Jothua {mote them with, the fword, and then hanged up their 


. bodies till evening ; when /they were taken down, and thrown 


into the cave in which they had hid themfélves, ver. 265 27. 
‘That which they thought would have been their fhelter, was 
made their prifon firft, and then their grave. So fhall we be 
‘difappointed in that which we flee to from God; yet to good 


_ people the grave is ftill a hiding-place, Job xiv. 13. If thefe 


five kings had humbled themfelves in time, and had begged 
peace inftead of waging war,.they might Have faved their lives ; 
but now the decree was gone forth, and they found ns place 


for repentance, or the reverfal of the judgment; it was too. 


late to expect it, though perhaps they fought it carefully with 
tears. 


remain: andhe did to the king of Makkedah, 
_as he did unto theking at Jericho. 29 Then Jo- 
fhua paffed from Makkedah, and all Hrael with 


_ him, unto Libnah; and’ fought againft Libnah. - 


30 And the Lorp delivered it alfo,and the king 
thereof, into the hand:of Ifrael; and he {mote 
‘it with the edge of the fword, and all the fouls 
that. were therein: he let: none remain in it, 
but did unto the king thereof, as he did.un- 
to. the king of Jericho., 31. & And Jofhua 
paffed from. Libnah, and. all Irae] with him, 


unto Lachifh, and encamped: againft it, and. 
_ fought againft it.. 32 And the. Lorn: deliver- 
ed.Lachifh into the hand of: Ifrael, which took. 
it on the fecond day, and {mote.it with the edge: }. 
of the fword, and.all the fouls that. were there- 
im, according to all that he had done to Libnah. : 


- 28 | And that day Jofhua took Makkedah,,. 
‘and fmote it with the edge of the fword, and 
the king thereof he utterly deftroyed, them, © 
and all the fouls that were therein; he let none: 


_ the camp to Gilgal.. 


120.8. ota. 88 


33 F Then Horam king of Gezer came up to 
help Lachifh; and Jofhua fmote him and his’ 


~ people, until he had left him none remaining. 
34 § And from Lachith Jofhua pafled unto Eg- 


lon, and all Lfrael with him; and they encamp- 
ed againft it, and fought againft it. 35 And 
they took it on that day, and {mote it with the 


_ edge of the fword, and all the fouls that were 


therein he utterly deftroyed that day, according 
to all that he had done to Lachifh. 36 And 
Jofhua went up from Eglon, and all Ifrael with 


‘him, unto Hebron ; and-they fought againft it.. 
37 And they took it, and {mote it with the edge ' 


of the fword, and the king thereof, and all the 
cities thereof, and all the fouls that were there- 
in: he left none remaining, (according to all. 
that he had done to Eglon;) but deftroyed it. . 
utterly, and all the fouls that were therein. |. 
38 GF And Jofhua returned, and all Iftael with 
him, to Debir ; and fought againft.it. 39 And. 
he took it, and the king thereof, and all the ci= - 
ties thereof; and they {mote them with the 


edge of the fword, and utterly deftroyed all the: . 


fouls that were therein; he left none remain-_ 
ing: as he: had. done to Hebron, fo-he did to 


‘Debir, and to the king’ thereof, as he had done. 


alfo to Libnah, and to her king. 40. So Jo- 
thua fmote all-the. country.of: the hills, and of 


the fouth, and.of the vale; and of the fprings, | 


and. all their kings: he left none» remaining, . 
but utterly deftroyed all that’ breathed, as the 


_ Lorv. God of Ifrael commanded. 41 And Jos 


flrua fmote- them from Kadefh-barnea.even un-- 
to.Gaza, and all the country of Gofhen even un~ 


to Gibeon. 42 And all thefe kings and their 
land did Jofhua take-at one time;.,becaufe the - 
- Eorp God of Hrael fought for Ifrael. 43 And. 


Jofhua returned,.and_ all Ifrael- with him, unto» 
We have here’ Jofhta’s improvement of the late glorious vie- 
tory he had obtained, and the advantages he had gained by it; « 


__and to do this well is a general praife. . 


Firft, Here is particular account. of the-feyeral .cities which 


» he immediataly made himfelf mafter of. _‘(1.) , The cities of » 
_ three. of the kings whom he had~ conquered .in the field, he 

» went and took poffeffion of; Lachifh, ver. 31, 325 Eglon,. 
» vers 34, 35.3-and Hebron, ver. 36,37. The other two, Je- , 
. rufalem and Jarmuth, were not taken at this time, Perhaps 

- his forces were either. fo much fatigued with what they had. 
_ done, or fo well content with what they-had got, .that they 
~ had no mind to.attack thofe places; arid fo they flipped the. 
.faireft-opportunity they could ever expect of reducing them 

- with-eafe, which afterwards was not done without difficulty, 


Judg. i 8,2 Sam. v6. (2.) Three other cities, and roya - 
cities too, he took; Makkedah, into the neighbourhood o 


which the five kings were fled, which brought Jofhua and h : 
: fo. 
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"Chap. XT 
Ty f C.H Abe DG ea 6 as Aeate ss | 
This chapter continues and concludes -the biffory. of thé com. 
que f Canaan The fouthern' parts of it we had arc 
account of the reduction of in the foregoing ehapter 3 af -— 
ter which, we may fuppofes Fifoua allowed his foreess, — 
» ome breathing-rime. Now here we-have the flory of the’ — 
war in the north, and the happy fucee{s of that war. I. 
The confederacy af the northern crowns againf} Lrael, 
ver. I,—5.. I]. The éncouragemeat which God. gave to - 
Fofbua to engage them, ver. 6. 11, His. vittory. overs: ~ 
, them, ver. 7,—9. IV. The-taking of the CLUES VEOLs 10, - 
ots. Ve The deftrudion of the Anokims, ver, 21, 22.. 
VI. The general conclufion of the fory of this war, Velo: 
16,—20, 23. ee ae Waheed) gear 


|. A ND it came to pa, when Jabin king of : 
Hazor had: heard tho/e.things, that he fent. 


.? 


s6 | JOSHUA. 


forces thither in purfuit of them, and fo haftened its ruin, ‘ver. 

28.5 Libnah, ver. 29, 30; and Debir, ver 38, 39. Gy} 
One king that brought in his forces for the relief of Lachith, 
that had loft its king, proved to meddle to his own hurt. It 
was Horam king of Gezer, who, either in friendfhip to his 
neighbours, or for his own fecurity, offered to ftop the progrefs 
of Jofhna’s arms, and was cut off with all his forces. Thus 
wicked men are often {nared in their own counfels, and by. 
oppofing God in the way of his judgments, bring them the 
fooner on their own heads. _ eae 

Secondly, A general account of the country which was here- 

by reduced and brought into Ifrael’s hands, yer. go, 41, 42. 

That part of the land of Canaan they firft got poffeffion .of 
which lay fouth of Jerufalem, and afterwards fell moft of it’to’ 
the lot of the tribe of Judah. ot 
Obferve, in this narrative, 3% 

_ iff, The great {peed Jofhua made in taking thefe cities; 
which fome think is intimated in’ the manner of relating it, 
which is quick and concife. He flew like lightning from 
place to place; and though they all ftood it out to the laft ex- 
tremity, and none of thefe cities opened their gates to him : 
yet in a little time he got them all into his hands, faummoned 
‘them and feized them the fame day, ver. 28.-or in two days, | 
ver. 32. Now they were ftruck with fear by the defeat of - 
their armies, and the death of their kings, Jofhua prudently 
followed his blow. See what a great deal of work may be 
done in a little time, if we will but be bufy, and improve our 
sOpportunities. ; 

~ diy, ‘The great feverity Jofhua ufed towards thofe he con: 
‘quered. Fie gave no quatter to man, woman, or child; put 
to the fword afl rhe fouls, ver. 28, 30, 32, 35, &s'cs uiterly 
aeflroyed all that breathed, ver. 40.5 and left none remaining. 
Nothing could juftify this military cxecution, but that herein. 
they did as the Lord God of L/reel commanded, vers 403 which 
was fufficient, not only to bear chem out, and fave them from 
the imputation of cruelty, but to fanétify what they did, and 

» make'it am acceptable piece of fervice to his juttice. God 
would” hereby, (1. Manifeft his hatred of the idolatries and 
other’ abominations which the Canaanites had been guilty of; 
and leave us to judge how great the provocation was which 
they had given him, by the greatnefs of the deftruction which 
was brought upon them when the meafure of their iniquity 

“was full. (2.) He would hereby magnify his love to his peo- 
ple Ifrael, in giving fo many men for ihem, and people for’ their 

_ hfe, Ua. xiii. 4. ~When the heathen are to be caft out to make 
room for this vine, Pfal. lxxx. 8. divine jultice appears more 
prodigal than ever of human blood, that the Ifraelites might 
find themfelves for ever obliged to {pend their lives to the glo- 
ry of that God, who-had facrificed fo many of the lives of his 
creatures to their intereft. ( 3.) Hereby was typified the fi- 
nal and eternal deftru@tion of all the impenitent implacable e- 

~ nemies of the. Lord: Jefus, that, having flighted the riches of 

“his grace, muft for ever feel the weight. of -his “wrath ; and 
thal’ have judgment “without mercy. Nations that forget God 

JSeall be turned into hell, and. no reproach, at all to God’s infi- 
nite goodnefs. « - PEAS 

dly, The great-fuccefs of this expedition, The {poil of 
thefe cities was now divided among the men of war that plun- 

- dered them, and the cities themfelves, with the land about |} 
them.; was fhorily to be~ divided among the tribes; for the | 
Lord fought for Lrael, ver. 42.’ They could not have got 
the victory, if God had not undertaken the battle. ‘Then we 
eonguer when Ged fights for us; and if be be for us; who can | 
de againft us. i Ne era i 


ried O 


| preaching of the gofpel againft Satan’s kingdo arte iS 
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ordina y afliftances of-divine gtace in the ufe of the fword of 
the Spirit, and muft not expect hailftones, or the ftanding ftill- 


figning this contempt to be put upon them. Let Ifrael look, 
upon their chariots but as rotten wood defigned for the fire, 


- of the fun. and their horfes of war as difabled things, fcarce good enough 


. 


In this ftory we have, 
_ Firft, The Canaanites taking the field againft Ifrael. They 
‘were the aggreflors ; God hardened their hearts to begin the 
~ avar, that Ifrael might be jultified, beyond exception, in de- 
Atroying them.  Jofhua and all Ifrael were returned to the 
camp at Gilgal ; and perhaps thefe kings knew no other but 
‘that they intended to fit down content with the conquelt they 
had already made; and yet prepare war againft them. Note, 
Sinners bring ruin upon their own heads, fo that God will be 
jufified when he {peaks ; and they alone fhall bear the blame 
for ever. Judah was now-couched as a lion gone up from the 
_ prey; ifthe northern kings roufe him up, it is at their peril, 
(Gen, xlix, 9-05 5° | 
Now, 1/, Several nations joined in this confederacy; fome 
in the mountains and fome in the plains, ver. 2. Canaanites 
from eaft and weft, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, 5’c. ver. 
3. of different conftitutions, and divided interefts among them- 


' felves; and yet they here unite again{t Ifrael. as again{t a com- 


mon enemy. ‘hus are the children of this world more una- 
nimous, and therein wifer than the children of light. ‘The one- 
~ nefs of the church’s enemies fhould fhame the church’s friends 
out of their difcords and divifions, and engage them to be one. 


2dly, The head of this confederacy was Yabin king of Haxar, 


wer. 1. as Adonizedeck was of the former. It is faid, ver. 
10. Hazar had been the head of all thofe kingdoms, which 
could not-have revolted, but there muft be fome remaining 
grudge among them, that was forgotten and laid afide upon 
this occafion, by confent of parties, Luke xxiii. 12. (1.) 
‘When they had all drawn up their forces together, every king- 
dom bringing in its quota, they were a very great army, much 
greater than the former, as the fand upon the fea-/hore in mults- 
_ tudes ; and upon this account much ftronger and more formi- 
dable, that they had horfes and chariots very many, which 
we do not find the fouthern kings had. Hereby they 
had.a great advantage again{t Ifrael; for their army confifted 
only of foot, and they never brought either horfes or chariots 
_ into the field. Jofephus tells us that the army of the Canaan- 
ites confifted of three hundred thoufand foot, ten thoufand 


horfe, and twenty thoufand chariots. . Many there be that. 


rife up againft God’s Ifrael. Doubtlefs their numbers made 
them very confident of fuccefs ; but it proved, that fo much 
the greater flaughter was made of them. 

Secondly, The encouragement God gave to Jofhua to give 
them the meeting, even upon the ground of their own chufing 


ver. 6. Be not afraid becaufe of them. Jofhua was remark-’ 


able for his courage ; it was his mafter-grace; and yet it feems 
he had need to be again and again cautioned not to be afraid. 
Frefh dangers and difficulties make it neceffary to fetch in 

- _freth fupports and comforts from the word of God, which 
we have always nigh unto us, to be made ufe of in every time 

_ ofneed. Thofe that have God- on their fide, need not be 
-difturbed at the number and power of their enemies; more are 
. they that are with us, than they that are againft us; they have 
the hofts of the Lord, that have the Lord of hofts engaged 
for them. For his encouragement, (1-) God affures him of 
faccefs, and fixes the hour: To-morrow about this time, when 
an engagement (it is probable) was expedted and defigned 
on both fides, J will deliver them up flain, ‘Though they were 
to be flain by the fword of Ifrael; yet it is fpoken of as God’s 
work, that he would deliver them up. (2.) He appoints him 


. © to hough their horfes, hamfiring them, lame them, and burn 


their chariots 3 not only that Ifrael might not ufe them ‘here- 


‘after, but that they might not fear them pow, their God de- 


Vor I] 


for the cart. 

This encouragement which God here gave to Jofhua, no 
doubt, he communicated to the people, who perhaps were un-— 
der fome apprehenfions of danger from this vaft army, not- 
withftanding the experiences they had had of God’s power . 
engaged for them. And the wifdom and goodnefs of God is. 
to be obferved, (1.) In infatuating the counfels of the enemy,, 
that all the kings.of Canaan, who were not difperfed at fuch 
a diftance from each other, but that they might have got all 
together ina body, did not at firft confederate again{t Ifrael, 
but were divided into the fouthern and northern combination, 
and fo became the lefs formidable. And, (2.) In preparing 
his people to encounter the greater force, by breaking the lef’. 
They firft engage with five kings together, and now with many _ 
more. God proportions our trials to our ftrength, and our 
{trength to our trials. : 

Thirdly, Jofhua’s march againft thefe confederate forces, ver. 
7+ He came upon them fuddenly, and farprifed them in their 
quarters. He made this hafte, (1.) That he might put them 
into the greater confufion, by giving them an alarm, when they 
little thought he had been near them, (2.) That he might be 
fure not to come fhort of the honour, God had fixed to give 
him the meeting at the enemies camp, to-morrow about this 
time. It is fit we fhould keep time with God. . 

Fourthly, His faccefs, ver. 8. He obtained the honour and 
advantage of a complete victory. He {mote them and chafed, 
in the feveral ways they took in their flight. Some fled to- 
wards Zidon, which lay to the north-weft, others towards Miz- 
peh, eaftward ; but the parties Jofhua fent out, purfued them 
each way. So the Lord delivered them into the hand of Ifracl. 
They would not deliver themfelves into the hands of Iftael to 
be made profelytes, and tributaries, and fo offered up to God’s 
grace, Rom. xv. 16.; and therefore God delivered them into 
their hands, to be made facrifices to his jultice ; for God will 
be honoured by us or upon us. pte hag af 

Fifthly, His obedience to the orders given him, in deftroy- 
ing the horfes and chariots, ver. 9.3 which was an inftance, 
(1.) Of his fubjection to the divine will, as one under autho- 
rity that muft do ashe is bidden. 2.) Of his felf-denial, and 
crofling his own penius and inclination in compliance with 
God’s command, (3.) Of his confidence in the power of 
God engaged for Ifrael, which enabled them to defpife the cha~ 
riots and horfes which others trufted in, Pfal. xx. 7.—xxxiii. 
17. (4.) Of his care to keep up in the people the like con- 
fidence in God, by taking that from them which they would 
en ie to truft too much to. This was cutting off a right - 

and. ret 


10 And Jofhua at that time turned back, ~ 
and took Hazor, and fmote the king thereof 
with the {word : for Hazor before time was the 
head of all thofe kingdoms. 12 And they {mote 
all the fouls that were therein with the edge of 
the {word, utterly deftroying them: there was. 
not any left to breathe; and he burnt Hazor™ 
with fire. 12 And all the cities of thofe kings, — 
and all the kings of them did Jofhua take, and 
{mote them with the edge of the fword, and he 
utterly deftroyed them, as Mofes the fervant of 
the Lorp commanded. 13 But as for the ci- 
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ed none of them, fave Hazor only; tbat did Jo- 
fhua burn. 14 And all the fpoil of thefe cities, 
and the cattle, the children of Ifrael took for a 
prey unto themfelves: but every man they 
{mote with the edge of the fword, until they 
‘had deftroyed them, neither left they any to 
breathe. 


We have here the fame improvement: made of this victory 
that was of that in the foregoing chapter. 

1. The deftruction of Hazor is particularly recorded, becaufe 
‘m it, and by the king thereof, this daring defign againft Irael 
was laid, ver. 10, 11. © The king of Hazor, it feems, efcaped 
with his hfe out of the battle, and thought himfelf fafe when he 
was got back into his own city, andfofhua was gone in.pur- 
fuit of the feattered: troops another way ; but it proved, that 
that which he thought would have been for his welfare, was 
his trap: In it he was taken as in an evil net; there he was 
flain, and his city, for his fake, burnt. . Yet we find, that the 
remains of it being not weil looked after by Ifrael, the Canaan- 
ites rebuilt it, and fettled there under another king of the fame 
name, Judg, iv. 2. 


F reel | 
2. The reft of the cities of that part of the country are fpo- 


ken of only in general ; that Jofhua got them all into his hands, | 


but did not burn them as he did Hazor; for Ifrael was to 
dwell in great and goodly cities which they builded not, Deut. 
vi. 10. and in thefe among the reft. And here we find Ifrael 
rolling in blood and treafure. (1.) In the blood of their ene- 
mies ; they /mote all the fouls, ver. 11.3; neither left they any to 
breathe, ver.14.; that there might be none to infect them with 
the abominations of Canaan, and none to difturb them in the 
poffeflion of it. The children were cut off, left they fhould 
afterwards lay claim to any part of this land in the right of 
their parents. (2.) In the wealth of their enemies. The /poil 
and the caitle they took for a prey to themfélves, ver.14. As they 
_ were enriched with the fpoil of their oppreffors when they came 
out of Egypt, wherewith to defray the charges of their appren- 
‘ticefhip in the wilderncfs ; fo they were now enriched. with 
the fpoil of their enemies, for a {tock wherewith to fet up in 
the Jand of Canaan. Thus is the wealth of the finner laid up: 
for the juft. aie 
‘15 9 As the Lorp commanded Mofes his 
fervant, fo did Mofes command Jo‘hua, and fo 
did Jofhua: he left nothing undone of all that 
the Lorp commanded Mofes. 16 So Jofhua 
took all that land, the hills, and all the fouth- 
country, andall the land of Gofhen, and the 
valley, and the plain, and the mountain of If. 
rael, and the valley of the fame: 147 Even from 
the mount-Halak, that goeth up to Seir, even 
unto Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon, under 
mount Hermon: and all their kings he took, 
and {mote them, and flew them. -18 Jofhua 
made war a long time with all thofe kings. 19 
‘here was not-a city that made peace with the 
children. of Ifrael, fave the Hivites the inhabi- 
tants of Gibeon ; all other they took in battle. 
' 20 For it was of the Lorp to harden their hearts, 
that they {iould come againft Ifrael in battle,. 
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ties that ftood ftillin their firength, Ifrael burn- + 


_ would feem the Anakims were retired to their faftneffes, and 
_fo were hunted’ out, and cut off at laft, after all the reft. 


| nor the ftrength of their caves, nor the dii 


& 


that he might deftroy them utterly, and that 
they might have no favour, but that he might 
deftroy them, as the Lorp commanded Mofes, 
21 F And at that time came fofhua, and cut 
off the Anakims from the mountains, from He- 
bron, from Debir, from ‘Anab, and from all the 
mountains of Judah,and from all the mountains 
of Lfrael: Jofhua deftroyed them utterly with 
their cities. 22 There was none of the Ana- 
kims left in the land of the children of Ifrael : 
only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Afhdod, there 
remained. 23 So Jofhua took the whole land, 


according to all that the Loro faid unto Mofes, 
and Jofhua. gave it for an inheritance unto I{~ 
_rael, according to their divifions by- their tribes. | 


And the land refted from war, . 


{ 


We have here the conclufion of this whole matter.’ ; 

Firft, A fhort. account is here given of what was done, in 
four-things. _(1.) The obftinacy of the Canaanites in their 
oppofition to the Ifraelites. It was ftrange, that though it ap- 
peared fo manifeftly that God fought for Ifrael, and in every 
engagement the Canaanites went by the worlt, yet they ftood 
it out to the laft. Not one city made peace with Ifrael, but 
the Gibeonites only, who underftood the things that belonged 
to their peace better than their neighbours, ver. 19. It is in-' 
timated that other cities might have made as good terms for 
themfelves without ragged clothes and clouted fhoes, if they 
would have humbled themfelves ; but they never fo much as 
defired conditions of peace. We are here told whence this un- 


accountable infatuation came: Jt was of the Lord to harden - 


their hearts, yer. 20. As Pharaoh’s heart was hardened by 


-his own pride and wilfulnefs firft, and afterwards by the righ- . 


teous judgment of God, to his deftruétion ; fo were the hearts 
of thefe Canaanites. To punifh them for all their other follies, 
God left them to this, to make thofe their enemies whom they 


might have made their friends. ‘This was it that rained thems _ 


they came againf? Ifracl'in battle, and gave the firlt blow, and 


therefore might have no favour fhewed ‘them. -Thofe know 
not what they do who give the provocation to divine juftice, - 


or the authorized inftruments of it. Are we /fronger than God? 
Obferve here, that hardnefs of heart is the ruin of finners, 
Thofe that are {tupid, and fecure and heedlefs of divine warn- 
ings, are already marked for deftruétion. What hope is there 
of thofe concerning whom God has faid, Go, make their hearts 


fat? (2) The conftancy of the Ifraelites in profecuting this - 


war, ver. 18. Fo/bua made war a long time. ‘Some reckon it 
five years, others feven, that were {pent in fubduing this land. 
So long God would train up Ifrael to war, and give them re- 


peated inftances of his power and goodnefs in every new. vic- 


tory that he gave them. (3.) The conqueft of the Anakims 


at laft, ver. 21, 22. Either this was done as they met with 


them where they were difperfed, as fomg think, or, rather, it 


e reft of their 
enemies. ‘Che mountains of Judah and Ifrael. w > habi 
tations gf thofe mountains of men ; but neither 


to them, could fecure, no pot thefe m 
{word of Jofhua’. "The cutting of of ¢ 1€ 
ticularly mentioned, becaufe thefe had | 
the {pies forty years before, and their I 
been thought an infuperable difficulty in 


7 


a 
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cing of Canaan, Numb, xili, 285 33, Even that oppofition 
which feemed invincible was got over. Never let the fons of 
Anak be a terror to the Ifrael of God, for even their day will 
come to fall. Giants are dwarfs to Omnipotence. Yet this 
{truggle with the Anakims was referved for the latter end of 
the war, when the Ifraelites were become more expert in the 


“arts of war, and had had more experience of the power and. 
goodnefs of God. Note, God fometimes referves the fharpeft | 


trials of his people, by affli@ion and temptation, for the latter 
end of their days: Therefore /et not him that girdeth on the har- 
nefs boaft as he that puts it of. Death is the laft enemy that 
~ is to be encountered, but it is to be deffroyed, 1 Cor. xv. 26.; 
aod it is a fon of Anak, thanks be tc God, who will give us 
the vidtory. (4.) The end and iffue of this long war. The 
anaanites were rooted out, not perfectly, (as we fhall find af- 

" terin the book of Judges) but in a good meafure: They were 
not able to make any head, either, t. So as to keep the [frael- 
ites out of pofleflion of the land ; $o/bua took all that land,ver. 
16, 17.; and we may fuppofe the people difperfed themfelves 
and their families into the countries théy had conquered, at leaft 
thofe that lay neareft to the head-quarters at Gilgal, until an 
orderly diftribution fhould be made by lot, that every man might 
Know his own: Or, 2. So as to keep, them in aétion, or give 
them any moleftation, ver. 23. The land refled from war: It 
énded not in a peace with the Canaanites ; that was forbidden; 
but in a peace from them. There is a reff, a re(t from war, 


remaining for the people of God, into which they {hall enter 


when their warfare is accomplifhed.. 

_ Secondly, That which was now done is here compared with 
that which had been faid to Mofes. God’s word and his works, 
if viewed and confidered together, will mutually illuftrate each 
other. » It is here obferved in the clofe, 

- if, That all the precepts God had given to Mofes relating 
’ to the conqueft of Canaan, were obeyed on the people’s part, 
at leaft while Jofhua lived. See how folemnly this is remark- 


_ ed, ver. 15. ds the Lord commanded Mojfes his fervant, by 


whofe hand the law was given, fo did Ma/es command Fofbua; 


\ for Mofes was faithful, as a lawgiver, to him that appointed 


and to break 


him; he did his part, and then he died. But were the com- 
* mands of Mofes obferved when he was in his grave? Yes, they 
were; fo did Fofbua, who was in his place as faithful, as Mo- 
fes in his: He left nothing undone (Hebr. he removed nothing) 
of all that the Lord commanded Mojes.. They that leave their 
duty undone, do what they can to remove or make void the 
command of God by which they are obliged, to it; but Jofhua, 
by performing the precept, confirmed it, as the expreflion is, 
Deut. xxvii. 26. Jofhua was himfelf a great commander, and 
yet nothing was more his praife than his obedience. They that 
rule others at their will, muft themfelves be ruled by the divine 
will: then their power is indeed their honour, and not other- 
wife. The pious obedience for which Jofhua is here commend- 
ed, refpeéts efpecially the command to deftroy the Canaanites, 
tae et altars, and burn. their images, Deut. 

vit. 2,—5. Exod. xxxiii. 24. xxxiv. 13. Jofhua, in his zeal 
. for the Lord of hofts, fpared neither the ido’s. nor the idolaters, 
Saul’s difobedience, or rather his partial obedience to the com- 
mand of God, for the utter deftruction of the Amalekites, coft 


him his kingdom, Tt fhould feem Jofhua doth himfelf give 


_. he had done as Mofes commanded him; and then it intimates, _ 


this account of his moft careful and punctual obfervance of his 
‘orders in the execution of his commiffion, that in all refpects 


. that he had more pleafure and fatisfaction in reflecting upon his 
obedience to the commands of God in all this war, and valued 
himfelf more by that, than by all the gains and triumphs with 
which he was enriched and advanced, . : 


“zd That all the promifes God had given to Mofes relating 
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to this conqueft, were accomplithed ‘on his Part; ver. 23. Fo- 
JSoua took the whole land, conquered it, and took poffefion of 
it, according to all that the Lord faid unto Mofes. God had 
promifed to drive out the nations before them, Exod. xxiti.29.30. 
and to bring them down, Deut. ix. 3. “And now it was done. 
There failed not one word of the promife. Our fuccedfes aad 
énjoyments are then doubly fweet and comfortable to us, when 
we fee them flowing to us from the promife. This is accord= 
ing to what the Lord faid; as our obedience is.then acceptable 
to Ged, when it has an eye to the.precept: And if we make 
confcience of our duty, we need not queftion’ the performance 
of the promife. : : woe 


= j ; s ¥ \ 
as CHAR. XIE 
This chapter isa fummary of Ifrael’s conquefls : %. Their con- 
gusfis under Mofes; on the other fide Fordan (for we now - 


they were now to make a diftribution of. 


OW théfe are the kings of the land which 

the children of Irael fmote, and poffeffed: 

their land on the other fide Jordan toward the 
rifing of the fun; from the river Arnon, unto 
mount Hermon, and all the plain on the -eaft. 


| 2 Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt in 


Hefhbon, and ruled from Aroer, which is upon 
the bank of the river Arnon, and from the mid. 
dle of the river, and from half Gilead even un- 
the river Jabbok, wich is the border of the 
children of Ammon: 3 And from the plain to 
the fea of Cinneroth on the eaft, and unto the 
fea of the plain, even the falt-fea on the eatt, 
the way to Beth-jefhimoth; and from the fouth, 
under Afhdoth-pifgah. 4 And the coaft of Og 
king of Bathan, which was’ of the remnant of 
the giants, that dwelt at Afhtaroth, and at Ed- 
rei, 5 And reigned in’ mount Hermon, and in 
Saleah, and in all Bafhan, unto the-border of 
the Gefhurites, and the Maachathites, and half 
Gilead, the border‘of Sihon king of Hethbon. 
6 Them did Mofes the fervant of the Lorn, and | 
the children of lfrael {mite, and Mofes the fer- 
vant of the Lorp gave it for a pofiefiion unto | 
the Reubenites, and Gadites, and the half-tribe - 
OF Manafleh (08 f° 28 ee ey es Bee 
Jofhua, or whoever-elfe is the hiftorian, before he comes to 
fum ep the new conquetts [frac] had made, in thefe verfés re- 
cites their former conquefts in Mofes’ time, undér whom they 
became matters of the great and potent kingdoms of Sihon and 
Og. Note, Frefli-mercies muft not drown the remembrance 
of former mercies; nor inuft the glory of the prefent inftruments 
of good to the church be fufféred to eclipfe and diminith the 
H2 ate 
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juft honout of thofe that have gone before them, and were the 
bleffings and ornaments of their day. Jofhua’s fexvices and at- 
chieyements are confefledly great; but let not thofe ander Mo-’ 
fes be overlooked and forgotten, fince God was the fame who 
wrought both, and both put together proclaim him the /pha 
and Omega of [frael’s great falvation. Here is, _ 

1. A defcription of this conquered country, the metes and 
bounds of it in general: ver. 1. From the river Arnon in the 
fouth to mount Hermon in the north. In particular, here is a 
defcription of the kingdom of Sihon, ver. 2, 3. and that of 
Og, ver. 4, 5. Mofes had defcribed this country very parti- 
cularly, Deut. ii. 36. iii. 4, &c. and this defcription here a- 
grees with his. . King Og is faid to dwell at Afhtaroth and 
Edrei, ver. 4. probably becaufe they were both his royal ci- 
ties; he had palaces in both, and refided fometimes in one, 
ard fometimes in the other; one perhaps was his fummer feat, 


and the other his winter feat: But Ifrael took both from him, , 


and made one grave-to ferve him, that could not be content 
with one palace. ; 
2; The diftribution of this country. Mofes affigned it to 


the two tribes and a half at their requeft, and divided it among 


them, ver. 6. of which we had the ftory at large, Numb. xxxil. 
The dividing of it when it was conquered by Mofes, is here 
fpoken of as an example to Jofhua, what he muft do now he 
had conquered the country on this fide Jordan. Mofes, in his 
time, gave to one part of Ifrael a very rich and fruitful country, 
but it was on the outfide of Jordan ; but Jofhua gave to all If- 


rael the holy land, the mountain of God’s fanétuary, within’ 


Jordan. — So the law conferred upon fome few of God’s {fpi- 
ritual Ifrael, external temporal bleflings, which were earnefts of 
good things to come. But our Lord Jefus, the true Jofhua, 
had provided for all the children of promife fpiritual bleflings, 
the privileges of the fanctuary,\and the heavenly Canaan. The 
triumphs and grants of the law were glorious, but thofe of the 
gofpel far exceed in glory. 


7G And thefe are the kings of the country 
which Jofhua and the children of Ifrael fmote 
on this fide Jordan on the weft, from Baal-gad 
im the valley of Lebanon, even unto the mount 
Halak, that goeth up to Seir, which Jofhua 
gave unto the tribes of Ifrael for a poffeffion, ac- 
cording to their divifions: 8 In the mountains, 


and in the valleys, and in the plains, and in the - 


fprings, and in the wildernefs,and in the fouth- 
country; the Hittites, the Amorites, and the Ca- 
naanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebu- 
fites. g The king of Jericho, one: the king of 
Ai,which 7s befide Beth-el, one: 10 The king of 
Jerufalem, one: the king of Hebron, one: 11 
The king of Jarmuth, one: the king of Lachith, 
one: 12 The king of Eglon, one: the king of 
Gezer, one: 13 The king of Debir, one: the 
king of Geder, one: 14 The king of Horma, 
one: the king of Arad, one: 15 The king of 
Libnah, one : the king of Adullam, one: 16 
The king of Makkeda, one: the king of Beth- 
el, one: 17 The king of Tappuah, one: the 
king of Hepher, one: 
-one : the’king of Lafharon, one: 19 The king 
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-of Madon, one: the king of Hazor, one :~ 20 


~ world. 


18 The king of Aphek, ” 
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The king of Shimron-meron, one: the king of 
Achfhaph, cone: 21 The king of Taanach, one: 
the king of Megiddo, one: 22 The king of. 
Kedefh, one: the king of Jokneal of Carmel, 
one: 23 The king of Dor, in the coaft of Dor, 
one: the king of the nations -of Gilgal, one: 
24 The king of Tirza, one: all the kings, thirty, 


and one. 


We have here a breviate of Jofhua’s eonquefts.. = 
1. The limits of the country he conquered : It lay between 


Jordan on the eaft, and the Mediterranean fea on the welt, and 


extended from Baal-gad near Lebanon in the north, to Halak, 
which lay upon the country of Edom in the fouth, ver. 7. 
The boundaries are more largely defcribed, Numb. xxxiy. 2, 


{9c.; only this here is enough to. fhew, that God had been as — 
good as his word, and had given them poffeffion of all he had 


promifed them by Mofes, if they would but have kept it. 


2, The various kinds of land that were found in this coun- 


try, which contributed both to its pleafantnefs and to.its fruit- 


fulnefs, ver. 8. ‘There were mountains, not craggy and rocky, ' 


and barren, which are frightful to the traveller, and ufelefs to 
the inhabitants ; but fruitful hills, fuch as put forth precious 
things, Deut. xxxiii. 15. which charmed the fpeétator’s eye, 
and filled the owner’s hand; and valleys, not mofly and boggy, 
but covered with corn, Pfal. lxv. 13. ‘There were plains, and 
fprings to water them ; and even in that rich land there were 


wilderneffes, too, or forefts, which were not fo thick inhabi- - 


ted as other parts, yet had towns and houfes in them, but fer- 
ved as foils to fet off the more pleafant and fruitful countries. 
3. The feveral nations that had been in poffeffion of this 
country ; Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, 9c. all of them de- 
{cended from Canaan, the accurfed fon of Ham, Gen. x. 15 
—18. Seven nations they are called, Deut. vii. 1. and fa 
many are there reckoned up ; but here fix only are mentioned, 
the Girgafhites being here either loft or left out, though we. 
find them, Gen. x. 16. and xv. 21. Either they were incor- 
porated with fome other of thefe nations, or, as the tradition 
of the Jews is, upon the approach of Ifrael under Jofhua, they 
all withdrew and went into Africa, leaving their country to-be 
poffefled by Ifrael, with whom they faw it was to no purpofe | 
tions that Jofhua fubdued. =~ oie 
4. A lift of the kings that were conquered and fubdued by 
the fword of Ifiael, fome in the field, others in their own ci- 


to contend ; and therefore they are not, named among the na- 


ties ; thirty-one in all and very particularly named and coun- ~ 


ted, it fhould feem, in the order in which they were conquer- 
ed; for the catalogue begins with the kings of Jericho and Ai,. 
then the king of Jerufalem, and the pritices of the fouth, that 
were in confederacy 
the northern affociation. Now, _ Anon ; 

if, This thews what a very fruitful country Canaan then. 
was, which could fubfift fo many kingdoms, and in which fo. 
many kings chofe to throng together, rather than difperfe them- 
{elves into other countries, which we may fappofe not yet in-. 
habited, but where, though they might find more room, they 
could not expect fuch plenty and pleafure: This was the land 
God fpied out for Ifrael 5 and yet at this day it is one of the- 


moft barren, defpicable, and unprofitable countries in the 
oie Pas ma ‘4 ram AY aot RGSS oh ar ae eh ee 
Such is the effect of the curfe it lies under, fince its 


b 


poffeffors rejected Chrift and his gofpel; 


as was foretold 
Mofes, Deut. xxxix. Tay eth Wit aa ieee 


- » 
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land 


with him, and then proceeds to thofe of _ 


confined: 
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‘confined to. Thefe kings contented themfelves with the go- 
vernment of each of them one city, and the towns and villages 
that pertained to it; and no one »f them, for ought appears, 


_. aimed, to make himfelf mafter of the reft, but, when there was 


occation, united for the common fafety. Yet it fhould’ feem, 


_ that what was wanting in the extent of their territories was 


made up in the abfolutenefs of ther power, their fubjects be- 


'_ ing all their tenants and vaffals, and entirely at their com- 


- Pfal. cxxxvi. 17, Sc. 


mand. : 
3dly, It fhews how good God was to Ifrael, in giving them 
victory over all thefe kings, and poffeflion of all thefe king- 
doms, and what obligations he hereby laid upon them to od- 
Jerve his fatutes and to keep his laws, Pfal. cv. 44,45. Here 
were thirty-one kingdoms, or feigniories, to be divided among 
nine tribes and a half of Ifrael. Of thefe there fell to the lot 
of Judah, the kingdom of Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachith, Eglon, 
Debir, Arad, Libnah, and Addulam, eight in all, befides part 
of the kingdom of Jerufalem, and part of Geder. Benjamin 
had the kingdom of Jericho, Ai, Jerufalem, Makkedah, Beth- 
el, and the nations of Gilgal, fix in all. Simeon had the king- 
dom of Hormah, and part of Geder. Ephraim had the king- 
dom of Gezer and Tirzah. Manaffeh (that half-tribe) had 
the kingdoms of Tappuah and Hepher, Taanach, and Megid- 
do. Afher had the kingdom of Aphek and Achfhaph. Ze- 
bulon had the kingdom of Lafharon, Shimron-meron, and Jo- 
‘kneam. Naphtali had the kingdom of Madon, Hazor, and 
Kedefh. And Iffachar had that of Dor. Thefe were fome 
a a and famous kings that God {mote ; for his mercy 
endurtth for ever ; and gave their land for an heritage, even a 
heritage unto Ifrael his fervant, for his mercy endureth for ever, 


fe eee re Pes XT. 
At this chapter begins the account of the dividing of the land 
of Canaan among the.tribes of Ifrael by lt: A narrative 
_ act fo entertaining and inftrudtive as that of the conqueft 
of tt 3 and yet is thought fii to be inferted in the lacred hif- 
_ tory, to wluftrate the performance of ‘he promife made to 
the fathers, that this land fhould be given to the feed of 
» Facob, to them and not to any other. The preferving of 
this diftribuiion qwould be of great ufe to the Fewif/b na- 
_ tion, who were obliged by the law to keep up this firft dif- 
tribution, and not io transfer inberitances from tribe to 
tribe, Numb. xxxvi. 9. Lt is hikewije of ufe to us for the 
explaining of other fcripturess Toe learned know how 
much light the geographical defeription of a country gives 
to the biftory of it; and therefore we are not to /kip over 
__ thefe chapters, of hard names as ufele/s and not to be re- 
_ garded. Where God bas a mouth to fpeak, and a hand to 
write, we fbould find an ear to hear, and an eye to read, 
_ and God give us a heart to profit! In this chapter, 1. 


| God informs Fofbua what parts of the country that were 


intended in the grant to Ifrael, yet remained unconquered, 
and not got into poffeffion, ver. 1,—6. Hl. He appoints 

_ him notwithflanding to make a diftribusion of what was 
conquered, ver. 7.. III, To complete this account, bere is 
 @ repetition of the aiflribution Mofes had made of the land 
on the other fide Yordan; in general, ver. 8,—14. In 
particular the lot of Reuben, vers 15 —23-. Of Gad, ver. 


wi —24,—28.. Of the half-tribe of Manaffeh, ver. 29,—33: 
& TOW Jofhua was old and ftricken.in years; 


| and the Lorn faid unto him, Thou art 
old and ftricken in years, and there remaineth 


yet very much land to be poffeffed. 2. This is 


¢ 
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the land that ‘yet remaineth: all the borders: 
of the Philiftines, and ‘all Gefhuri, 3 From Si- 

hor, which is before Egypt, even unto the bor- 

ders of Ekron northward, which is counted to~ 
the Canaanite: five lords of the Philiftines; the 

Gazathites, and the Afhdothites, the Efkalon- 

ites, the Gittites, and the Ekronites; alfo the 

Avites. 4 From the fouth, all the land of the 
Canaanites, and Mearah that is befide the Si-. 
donians, unto Aphek, to the borders of the A~ 

morites: 5 And the land of the Giblites, and’ 
all Lebanon toward the fun-rifing, from Baal- 

gad under mount Hermon, unto the entering, 
into Hamath. 6 All the inhabitants of the hill 

country from Lebanon unto. Mifrephoth-maim, 

and all the Sidonians, them will I drive out 

from before the children of Ifrael:- only divide - 
thou it by lot unto the Ifraelites for an inheri~- 
tance, as I have commanded thee. . 


Here, Firff, God puts: Jofhua in mind’ of his old age,~ , 
¥eruls 

[r-] It is faid, that Jofhua was old and firicken in years, . 
and he and Caleb were at this time the only old men among 
the thoufands of Ifrael ; none of all thofe who were numbered. 
at mount Sinai being now alive, but they only. He had been 
a man of war from his youth, Exod. xvii. 10. but is now. 
yielding to the infirmities of age, with which it is in vain for ~ 
the ftouteft to think of contefting. It fhould feem Jofhua had~ 
not the fame ftrength and vigour in his old age that Mofes. 
had: All that come to old age do not find it alike good ; ge-- 
nerally the days of old age prove evil. days, and fuch as there 
is no pleafure in them, nor expeétation of fervice from them. 

[2.] God takes notice of it to him: God faid to him, Thou 
art old. Note, It is good for thofe who are old and ftricken in 
years to be put.in remembrance of their being fo. Some have 
grey hairs here and there upon.them, and perceive it not, Hof. 
vii. 9.3 they.do not care to think of it, and-therefore need not’ 
to be told of it, that they.may be quickened to do the work’ 
of life, and make-preparation for death, which is coming to-:. 
wards them apace. But God mentions, Jofhua’s age and grow- | 
ing infirmities, 1/7, As a reafon why he fhould now lay by the 
thoughts of purfuing the war: He cannot expeét-to fee an end 
of it quickly; for there remained much land, more perhaps than- 
he thought, to be poffeffed, in feveral parts remote from each’. 
other ; and it was not fit that at this age he fhould be put up-- 
on the fatigue of renewing the war, and. carrying it to fuch di- 
ftant places: No; it was enough for him that he had reduced 
the body of the country; let him have his gutefus given him« 
with honour, and the thanks of his people for the good fervices: 
he had done them; and let the conquering of the fkirts of the 
country be left for thofe that fhall come after. As he had en-. 
tered into’ the labours of Mofes, fo let others enter into his, and. _ 


bring forth the top-ftone:. The doing of which was referved. 


for David long after. Obferve, God confiders the frame of 
his people, and would not have them burdened with work a- 
bove their ftrength. it cannot be expected that old people 
fhould do as they have done for God and their country. 2dly, 
As a reafon why he fhould fpeediiy apply himfelf to the divi- 
ding of that which he had conquered. That work muft be- 
done, and done quickly: It was neceflary he fhould prefide in 
the doing of it and therefore, he being old and firicken in 
Pears) 
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_ any land to be pofleffed. 


years, and not likely to continue long, tet him make that bis 
‘All people, | 


concluding piece of fervice to God and Hrael.. 
but efpecially old people, fhould fet themfelves to do that pre- 
fently which mutt be done before. they sd: left death prevent 
them, Ecel. ix. to. 

: Secondly, He gives him a particular account of: the land that 
‘yet remained unconquered, which was intended for Ifrael, and 
which, in due time, they fhould be matters of, if they Bud not 
put a bar in their own door. Divers-places are here inftanced 
an; fome in the fouth, as the country of ‘the Philiftines, go- 
merned by five lords, and the Jand that lay towards Egypt, ver. 
25 3+5 fome weftward; as that which lay towards the Sido- 
mians, ver. 4.3 fome eaftward, as all Lebanon, ver. §.3 and 
fome towards ‘the north, as that in the entering in of Hamath, 
wer. 5. Jolhta is told this, and he made the people acquaint- 


ed-with it, (1.) That they might be the more affegted with” 


God’s goodnefs to them in giving them this. good inde and 
might thereby be engaged to love and ferve him; for if this 
which they had was too little, God would moreover give them 


fuch and fuch things, 2 Sam. xii. 8. (2.) That they might not 


be tempted to make'any league, or contract any dangerous fa- 
miliarity with thefe their neighbours, fo as to learn their way, 
‘but might rather be jealous of them, as people that kept them 
from their right, and that they had a juft caufe of quarrel with. 
{3-) That they might keep themfelves in a pofture of war, and 
not think of putting off the harnefs, as long as there remained 
Nor muft we lay afide our fpiritual 
-armour, or be off our watch, till our victory be complete i in the 
kingdom of glory. | 


_ Thirdly, He promifeth that he would make the Ifvselints ? 


matters of all thofe countries, that were yet unfubdued, though 
Jofhua was old, and not able to doit; old, and not ikaly to live 
to fee it done. Whatever becomes ep us, and however we may 
‘be laid afide as defpifed broken veflels, God will-do his own 
work in his own'time, ver. 6. £ will drive them out. The o- 
viginal i is emphatical, Lt is I that. will do it ; I that can do it, 
when thou art dead and gone; and will do it, if Ifrael be not 
wanting to themfelves.. J will do it by my word ; {o the Chal- 


dee here, as in many other places, by the eternal Word, the 


Captain of the hofts of the Lord. This promife, that he would 


" drive:them out from before the children of Ifrael, plainly fup- 


pofeth it as the condition of the promife, that the children 


of Ifrael muft themfelves attempt and endeavour their extirpa- 


ra 


' Medeba unto Dibon: 


“Lorn gave ‘them : 
the bank of the river Arnon, and the city that — 


tion, muft go up againft them; elfe they could not be faid to 
be driven out before them. If afterwards Ifrael, through floth 
or cowardice, or affection to thefe idolaters, fit All and let them’ 
alone, they muft blame themfelves, and not God, if- they be 
not, driven out. We-muft work out our falvation, and then 
God will work in us, and work with us: We mutt refift our 


fpiritual enemies, and then God will tread them under our feet; - 
we muft go forth to our Chriftian work and warfare, and then 


God will go forth before us. 


“4 Now therefore, divide this land, for an in- 
heritance unto the nine tribes, ‘nad, the half- 
tribe of Manaffeh, 
ites and the Cae have received their inhe- 
ritange, which Mofes gave them, beyond Jor- 
dan eaftward, even as Mofes the fepvants of the 
9 From Arcer that zs upon 


is i the midft of the river, and all the plain of 
ro And all the cities of 


~ Sion king of the Amorites, which reigned in 
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among them that were flain by them. - 


8 With whom the Reuben-. 


the other fide Jordan. eaftward. 
| the inheritance’ of the childres of | akte 
_ their families, the eae a their lb gd ee 
a And 
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Hethbon, unto the border of the thildten oe 
Ammon: rz And. Gilead, and the border of 
the Gefhurites, and Maachathites, and all mount 
Hermon, and all Bafhan unto Salen ee ts All 


the kin edom of Og in Bafhan, which reigned in | 


Afhtaroth and'in Edrei, who remained of the 
remnant of the giants: for thefe’ did Mofes {mite, 
and caft them out. 13 Neverthelefs the’ chil- 
dren of Ifrael expelled not the Gethurites, nor 
the Maachathites : 
Maachathites dwell among the Ifraelites unto 
this day. 14 Only unto the tribe of Levi he 
gave none inheritance: the facrifices of the 
Lorp God of Ifrael made by fire, are their inhe- 
ritance, as he faid unto them. -§ And Mo- 
fes gave unto the tribe of the shildtens of Reu- 
ben, inheritance according to their families. 16 
And their coaft was from Aroer that is on the 
bank of the river Arnon, and the city that isin 
the midft of the river, and all the plain by Me- 
deba: 17 Hefhibon and all her cities that are 
in the plain ; Dibon, and Bamoth- baal . 
Beth-baal-meon, 18 And Jahaza, and | 
moth, and Mephaath, 19 And Kirjathai 


valley; 20 And Beth-peor, and A thdoth- -pifgah, 


and Beth-jefhimoth, 21 And all the cities of the 


plain, and all the kingdom, of Sihon king of . - 


| the Amorites, which: reigned i in Hethbon, whom ; 
| Mofes {mote with the princes of Midian, Evi, 


and Rekim, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, which - 


were dukes of Sihon, dwelling in the country. 
| 22 Balaam alfo thafon of Beor the fouthfayer, _ 


did the children of Ifrael flay with the fword, | 
23And — 


but the Gefhurites. and the ~ 


the border of the children of Reuben, was - Jor- ' 


dan and-the border thereof. This was the i in- 


_heritance of the children of Reuben after their 


families, the cities, and the villages thereof, 24. 
And Mofes gave inheritance unto the tribe of. 
Gad,.even unto the children of Gad, according 
to their families: 25 And their coat, was Jazar, 

and all the cities of Gilead, and half the land of | 
the children of Ammon, unto Aroer that is be- 


| fore Rabbah: 26 And from Heihbon unto Ra- 
math-Mizpeh, and Betonim: and from Maha- 


naim unto the border of Debir: 27 And in the’ 
valley, Beth-aram, and Beth-nimrah, : 


coth, and Zaphon,’ the reit of the kingdom of | 


i 


nd Suc- - 


eA: 


even unto the edge of the fea of ( innereth, 


| Sihon king of Hefhbon, Jordan. and bis border, 


e | 


| 
| 


Sibmah, and ‘Zareth-fhahar, in the moun of the a 


‘ 
‘ 


- 


‘ 


; Chap. XIII. 


- their families, 


Jos 


if And Mofes gave inheritance unto the half. 
tribe of Manafieh: and rhis was the poffefion of 
the half-tribe of the children of Manaffeh, by 


Mahanaim, all Bafhan, all the kingdom of Og 
king of Bahan, and all the towns of Jair, which 
are in Bathan, threefcore cities: 31 And half 
Gilead, and Afhtaroth, and Edrei, cities of the 
kingdom of Og in Bafhan, were pertaining’ un- 
to the children of Machir the fon *of Manafieh, 
even to the one half of the children of Machir, 
by their families. 32 Thefe are the countries 
which Mofes did diftribute for inheritance in 
the plains of Moab, on the other fide Jordan by 
Jericho eaftward. 33 But unto the tribe of Le- 
vi Mofes gave not any inheritance: the Lorp 


God of Lrael was their inheritance, as he faid 


unto them. , 


Here is, Firff, Orders given to Jofhua to affign to each tribe. 


* their portion of this land, including that which was yet unfub- 


_dued, which muft be brought into the lot,-in a believing confi- _ 


dence, that it fhould be conquered when Ifrael was multiplied, 
fo as to have occafion for it, ver. 7.  Noqw divide this land. 
Jothua thought all muft be conquered, before any muf{t be di- 
vided, No, faith God; there is as much conquered as will 
ferve your turn for the prefent ; divide that, and make the be(t 
of it, and wait for the remainder hereafter. Note, We mutt 


' take the comfort of what we have, though we cannot compafs 


all we would have. . Ly 
_ Obdferve, 1/7, The land muft be divided among the feveral 
tribes, and they muft not always live in common, as now they 
did. Which way foever a juit property is acquired, it is the 
~will of that God who has given the earth to the children of 
men, that there flould be fuch a thing, and that every man 
fhould know his own, and not invade that which is another’s. 
“The world muft be governed, not by force,/but right ; by the 
law of equity, not of arms. ; 
‘ 2dly, That-it muft be divided for an inheritance, though 
they got it by conqueft. (1.) The promife of it came to them 
as an inheritance from their fathers; the land of promife per- 
tained to the children of promife, who were thus beloved for 
their fathers fakes, and in performance of the covenant with 
them. _(2.) The poffeffion of it was to be tranfmitted by them, 
as an inheritance to their children. Many times what is got by 
force is foon loft again, but Ifrael haying an inconteftable title 


. to this land by the divine grant, might fee it thereby fecured 


as an inheritance to their feed after them, and that God kept 
this mercy for thoufands. ; eae 

- 3dly, That Jofhua muft divide it, not by his own will, 
‘though he was a very wife, juft, and good man; it mutt not 
be left to him to give what he pleafed to each tribe, but he 
mutt do it by lot, which referred the matter wholly to God, 
and to his determination; for he it is that ‘appointeth the 


_ bounds of our habitation, and every man’s judgment mutt pro- 


* 
ed 


a 
es 


; 
4 


= 


» ceed from him, But Jofhua muft prefide in this ffair, muft \ 


manage this folemn appeal to Providence, and fee that the lot 
_ was drawn fairly, and without fraud, and that every tribe did 
acquiefce in it. The lot indeed caufeth contention to ceafe, Prov. 
xviii. 18. But if upon this lot any controverfy fhould arife,. 
Jothua, by his wifdom and authority, muft determine it, and 
prevent any ill confequences of it. Jofhua muft have the ho-. 
nour of dividing the land, (1.) Becaufe he had undergone the 


30 And their coaft was from |. 
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fatigue of conquering it; and when through his hand each 
tribe received its allotment,’ they would thereby be made the 
more fenfible of their obligations to him. And what a plea- 
fare mutt it needs be.to' a man of fuch a public fpirit as Tofhua 
was, to {ee the people that were fo dear to him eating the Ja- 
bour of his hands! (2.) That he might be herein a type of 
Chrilt; who has not only conquered for us the gates of hell, 
but has opened. to us the gates of heaven; and haying purcha- 
fed the eternal inheritance for all believers, will in due time put 
them all in poffefliion of it. ' ; 
Secondly, An account is here given of the diftribution of the 
land on the other fide Jordan, among the Reubenites, and Ga-. 
dites, and half the tribe of Manafleh ; which’ comes in, (1.) 
As the reafon why this land within. Jordan mutt be divided: 
only to the nine tribes and a half, becaufe the other two and a. 
half were already provided for. °(2.) As a pattern to Jothua: 
in the work he had now to do.- He had feen Mofes diffe 


bute that land, which would give him fome aim in diftribating:.. : 


this; and from thence he might take his meafures3 only this: 
was to be done by lot: But it fhould feeny Mofes did that 
himfelf, according to the wifdom given unto him. (3.) As: 
an inducement to Jofhua to haften to the dividing of this land, 
that the nine tribes and a half might not be Kept any longer: 
than was neceffary out of their pofleftion, fince their brethren: 
of the two tribes and a half were fo well fettled in theirs; and 
God, their common Father, would not have fuch a diiference: 
made between his children, +>. ni te 

' iffy Here isa general defcription of the country that wast 
given to the two tribes and a half, which Mofes gave them, e=- 
ven as Mofes gave them, ver. 8. The repetition implies ratifi: 
cation of the grant by fofhua. ‘Mofes fettled that matter ; and! 
as Mofes fettled it, fo it thall reft ; Jofhua will not, under any” 
pretence whatfoever, go about to alteris. And a reafon is ins 
timated why he would not, Becaufe Mofes was the fervant. o& 
the Lord, and aéted in this matter by fecret direction frony 
him, and ‘was faithful as a fervant. Here we have, (1..): The: 
fixing of the boundaries of this country, by which they were: 
divided from the neighbour nations, ver. 9, &c. I frael mutt 
know their own, and keep to it; and may not, under pretence: 
of their being God’s peculiar people, encroach upon, their: 
neighbours, and invade their rights and properties, to: whictb. 
they had a good and firm title by Providence, though: 'not,'as* 
Ifrael, a title by promife.. (2.) An exception of one part of 
this country from I {rael’s poffefion, though it was in their grants. 
viz. the Gefhurites and the Maachathites, ver. 1 3. They’ 
had no leifure to reduce all’ the remote’and obfcure corners. of" 
the country in Mofes’ time ; and afterwards they had no mird) 


to it, being eafy with what they had. Thus thofe who are: , 
_ hot ftraitened in God's promifes yet are ftraitened in’ their- 


own faith, and prayers, and endeavours... 
2dly, A very particular account of. the inheritance of thefe: 


_ two. tribes and a half;. how they were feparated from each o- 


ther, and what cities, with the towns, villages, and fields com-- 
monly known and reputed to be appurtenances to them, be-- 
longed to each tribe. This is very fully and exaétly fet down,, 
/(1.) That pofterity might in reading this hiftory, ba the more~ 
affected with the goodnefs, of God to their anceltors, whem 
they found what a large and’ fruitful country, and what abun+- 
dance. of great and famous cities he put them in poffeffion-of.. 
God’s grants look beft when we defcend to particulars. (2.)) 
That the limits of each tribe being punétually fet down in this: 
authentic record,. difputes might be prevented, and fuch con-- 
teftations between the tribes as commonly happen where boun-- 
daries have not been adjufted, nor matters brought to:a cer-- 
tainty. . And. we have reafon to think, that the- regifter here: 
prefcribed and publithed of the. lot of each. tribe; was‘of' great: 


ule 


4 


- 
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vfe to Ifrael in after-ages, was often appealed to, and always 
acquiefced in, for the determining of meum and tuum. 

[1.] We have here the lot of the tribe of Reuben, Jacob’s 
firlt-born ;. who, though he had loft the dignity and power 
which pertained to the birthriyht, yet, it feems had the advan- 
‘tage of being firft ferved. Per haps thofe of that tribe had an 
eye to this, in defiring to be feated on that fide Jordan, that 
fince they could not expeét the benefit of the beft lot, they 
might have the credit of the firft In the account of the lot 
of this Anibe;: mention is made of the flaughter, (1..) Of Sihon 
king of the Amorites, who reigned in this country; and might 
have kept it, and his life, if he would have been neighbourly, 
and have fuffered Ifrael to~pafs through his territories ; but by 
attempting to oppofe them, juftly brought ruin upon himfelf, 
Numb. xxi. 21. (2.) Of the princes of Midian, who were 
lain afterwards in another war, Numb. xxx1.'8.; and yet are 
here called dukes of Sihon, and are {aid to be {mitten with him, 
becaufe they were either tributaries to him, or, in his oppofition 
to Ifrae!, confederates with .him,*and hearty in his interefts, 
acl n fall tate way for theirs not long after. (3.) Of 


-Balaam particularly, that would, if he could, have curfed If. 


rael, and was foon after recompenfed according to the witked- 
nes of his endeavour, Pfal. xxviii. 4.; for he fell with thofe 
that fet him on. This was recorded before, Numb. xxxi. 8.; 
and is here repeated, becaufe the defeating of Balaam’s pur- 
pote to curfe Ifrael was the turning that curfe into a blefling, 
was fuch an inftance of the power and goodnefs of God, as was 
fit to be had in everlafting remembrance. See Mic. vi. 5. 
Within the Jot of this tribe was that mount Pifgah, from 
»the top of which.Mofes took his view of thé earthly Canaan, 
and his flight to the heavenly: And not far off thence Elijah 


‘was. when he was fetched up to heaven ina chariot of fire. 


‘The feparation of this tribe from the reft by the river Jordan, 
was that which Deborah lamented; and the preference they 
gave to their private interefts above the public, was what fhe 
cenfured, Judg. v.15, 16. In this tribe lay Hefhbon and Sib- 
.mah, famed for their fruitful fields and vineyards. See Ifa. xvi. 
8, 9. Jer. xlviil. 32. 
ay fhaken by Hazael king of Syria, 2 Kings x. 33.3 and after- 
-wards diflodged and carried into captivity twenty years before 
the general capfivity of the ten tribes by the king of Affyria, 1 r 
Chron. v. 26. 

{ .] The lot of the babe of Gad, ver. 24,—28. This lay 
north of Reuben’s lot. The country of Gilead lay in this tribe, 
Mek famous for its-balm, that it is thought ‘ftrange indeed if there 
be no balm in Gilead ; and the cities of Jabefh-Gilead, and 
Ramoth-Gilead, which we often read of in feripture. Suc- 
-coth and Peniel, which we read of in the ftory of Gideon, 
were in this tebe and that foreft which is called the wood of 


Ephraim, (from the flaughter Jephtha made there of the E- _ 


-phraimites,) in which Abfalom’s rebellious army was beaten, 
while his father David lay at Mahanaim, one. of the frontier- 
cities of this tribe, ver. 26. Sharon was in this tribe, famons 
for rofes. And within the limits of this tribe lived thofe 
-Gadarenes that loved their fwine better than their Saviour, fit- 
ter to be called Girga/bites than Lfraelites. 

£3-] The lot of the half-tribe of Manaffeh, ver. 2931 
- Bafhan, the kingdom of Og, was in this allethens! famous for 
the beft timber, witnefs the oaks of Bafhan; and the beft breed 
of cattle, witnefs the bulls and rams of Bashan. 
-lay north of Gad, reached to mount Hermon, and had in. it 
part of Gilead. Mizpeh was in this half-tribe ; and Jephtha. 
was one. of its ornaments: So was Elijah ; for in this tribe 


was Thifbe, whence he is called the Ti/hlite; and Jair was a- 


‘nother. In the edge -of the tribe ftood Chorazin, cone 


1 @& 8 UA 


This tribe, with that of Gad, was fore- _ 


thefe new conquetts. 


This-tribe - 
dire@tions how this diftribution | fhould 
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Chap. XIV, 


with Chrift’s wondrous works, but far by his righteous wo 
for not improving them. 
Laftly, Twice in this chapter it is taken notice of, “that to 


» the tribe of Levi Mofes gave no inheritance, ver. 14, 333 for 


fo God had appointed, Numb. xviii. 20. If they had been 
to have a lot entire by themfelves, Mofes would have ferved 
them firft, not Becwale it was his own tribe, bu: becaufe it was 
God’s ; but they muft be provided for in another manner; 
their habitations mu(t be {cattered in all the tribes, and their 
maintenance brought out of all the tribes; and God himfelf 
was ‘the portion both of their inheritance, and of their cups 
Deut. g. xvill. 2. : or 


CHAP. XIV. 

Flere is, 1. The general method that was taken in di widin ing the 

land, ver. t,~-5. The demand that Caleb made of Hebron, 

as bis by promifes and therefore not tobe put into the lot with 

the ref, ver. 6,—12. 1. And Fofhua’s grant of that de- 

mand, ver. 14,15. This was done at Gilgal, which was 
as yet, their bead-quarters. 


ND thefe are the countries aie sige oh 
dren of Ifrael inherited in the land of Ca- 


‘naan, which Eleazar the prieft, and Jofhua the 


fon oe Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the 
tribes of the children of Ifrael, diftributed for 
inheritance unto them. 2 By lot was their i in- 


heritance, as the Lorp commanded by the hand» 


of Mofes, for the nine tribes, and for the half- 
tribe. 3 For Mofes had given the inheritance 
of two tribes, and an half-tribe, on the other 
fide Jordan: but unto the Levites he gave none 
inheritance among them. 4 For the children 


of Jofeph were two tribes, Manaffeh and E- 


phraim: 


therefore they gave no part unto > the 


Levites in the land, fave cities to dwell in, with — 


their fuburbs for their cattle, and for their fub- ce 


ftance. 5 As the Lorp commanded ‘Mofes, fo 
the children of Ifrael did, ang they divided the 
land. y 


The hiftorian having, in the foregoing fees ean an ace 
count. of the difpofal of the countries.on the other fide Jordan, 
now comes to tell us what they did with the countries in the 
land of Canaan. They were not conquered to be left defolate, 
a habitation for dragons, and a court for owls, Va. xxxiv. ‘13. 


No; the Ifraelites that had hitherto been clofely incamped i in © 


a body, and the greateft part of them, fuch as never knew any 


other way of living, muft now difperfe | themfelves to replenith 


vain, he formed it to be inhabited, Ua, xlv. 18. Canaan would 
have been fubdued in vain, if it had not.been inhabited. Yet 
every man might not go and fettle where he pleafed: But as 
there feems to have been, in the days of Peleg, an orderly and 
regular divifi ion of: the habitable earth among the fons of Noah, 


of Canaan among the fons of Jacob. God had ¢ given “Mofes 
be made ; 3 and thofe 
Se ‘ ‘ 


direGtions are here punétvally hice 


1. The managers of this great affair + we , Joth 
maga iit the chief Priel, ane sn pri 


It is faid of the earth, God c1 cred ed it not in 


Gen. x. 25, 32.; fo there was now fuch a divifion of the land | 


, 


Chap, XIV. 


each of the tribes, that were now to have their inheritance, 
whom God himfélf had nominated (Numb. xxxiv. 17, fc.) 
fome years before; and it fhould feem they were ‘all now in 
being, and attended this fervice, that every tribe having a re- 
prefentative of its own. might be fatisfied that there was fair 
dealing, and might the more contentedly fit down by its lot. 

2. The tribes among whom this: dividend was to be made, 
were nine and a-half. (1.) Not the two and a half that were 
already feated, ver. 3.; though perhaps now they faw what a 
good land Canaan was, and how effeétually it was fubdued, 
they might fome of them repent their choice, and with they had 


now been to have their lot with their brethren ; upon which 
"condition they would gladly have given up what they had on 


the other fide Jordan, but it would not be admitted ; they had 
made their ele@tion without power of revocation, and fo mutt 
their doom be; themfelyes have divided it; they muft flick as 
they chofe. (2.} Not the tribe of Levi; that was to be o- 
therwife provided for. God had diftinguifhed them from, 
and dignified them above the other tribes ; and they muft not 
now mingle themfelves with them, nor caft in their lot among 
them for that would intangle them in the affairs of this life, 
which would not confift with a due attendance on their facred 
funtion. But, (3.) Jofeph made two tribes, Manaffeh and E- 


phraim, purfuant to Jacob’s adoption of Jofeph’s two fons; and | 


fo the number of the tribes was kept up to twelve, though Le- 
vi was taken out, which is intimated here, ver. 4. The children 


of Fofeph were two tribes, therefore they gave no part to Levi, — 


they being twelve without him. 

3. The rule by which they went was the lot, ver. 2.3 the 
difpofal of that is of the Lord,, Prov. xvi. 33.; and it was here 
wled in an affair of weight, and which could’ not otherwife be 
accommodated. to univerfal fatisfattion ; and it was ufed in a 
folemn religious manner as an appeal to God, by confent of 
parties. In dividing by lot, (1.) ‘I hey referred themfelves'to 
God, and to his wifdom and fovereignty, believing him fitter 
to determine for them, than they fot themfelves, Pial. xlvii. 4. 
He fhall chufe our inheritance for us. (2.) They proféfled a 
willingnefs to abide by the determination of it; for every man 
muft take what is his lot, and make the beft of it. In allufion 
to this, we are faid to obtain an inheritance in Chri), Eph. i. 
11. txAngaSyuer, we have obtained it by lot. So the word fig- 
nifies ; for it is obtained by a divine defignation. Chrift, our 
Jothua, gives eternal life to as many as were given him, John 
Xvii. 2. 


fee 3 q Then the children of Judah came unto 


‘Jofhua in Gilgal: and Caleb the fon of Jephun- 
neh the Kenezite, faid unto him, Thou know- 
eft the thing that the Lorp faid unto Mofes 
.the man of God, concerning me and thee, in 


-Kadefh-barnea. 7 Forty years-old was I when, 


Mofes ‘the fervant of the Lorn fent me’ from 
Kadefh-barnea,.to efpy out the Jand; and I 
brought him word again as if was in mine 


_ <heart. 8 Neverthelefs, my brethren that went 
‘up with me, made the heart of the people melt: 


but I wholly followed the Lorp my God. 9 
And Mofes fware on that day, faying, Surely 
-the land whereon thy feet have trodden, ‘hail 
be thine inheritance, and thy childrens for ever: 


becaufe thou haft wholly followed the Lorp my. 


God. 10 And now behold, the Lorn hath kept 
mc VObra je Ns ia 
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me alive, as he faid, thefe forty and five years, 
even fince the Lorn fpake this word unto Mo- 
fes, while the children of Ifrael wandered in the 
wildernefs: and now, lo, I am'this day fourfcore 
and five years old. 11 As yet l am as ftrong 
this day, as J was in the day that Mofes fent 
me: as my ftrength was then, even fo is my 
ftrength now, for war, both to go out, and to 
come in. 12 Now therefore give me this moun- 
tain, whereof the Lorn fpake in that day; (for 
thou heardeft in that day how the Anakims 
were there, and that the cities were great and 
fenced) if fo be the Lor» will be with me, then 
I fhall-be able to drive them out, as the Lorp 
faid. 13 And Jofhua bleffed him, and ‘gave 
unto Caleb the fon of Jephunneh, Hebron for 
an inheritance. 14 Hebron therefore became 
the inheritance of Caleb the fon of Jephunneh 
the Kenezite, unto this day; becaufe that he 
wholly followed the Lorp God of Ifrael. 15 
And the name of Hebron before was Kirjath- 
arba, which drba was a great man among the 
Anakims. And the land had reft from war. / 


Before the lot was caft into the lap for the determining of 
the portions of the refpective tribes, the particular portion of 
Caleb is afigned him, who was now, except Jofhua, not only 
the oldeft man in all Ifrael, but was twenty years older than a- 
ny of them; for all that were above twenty years old when he’ 
was forty, were dead in the wildernefs ; it was fit therefore 
that this phoenix of his age fhould have fome particular marks 
of bonour put upon bim in the dividing of the land. ; 

Now, Fir/?, Caleb here prefents his petition, or rather makes 
his demand, to have Hebron given him for a poffefion, (this 
mountain he calls it, ver: 12.) and not to have that put into 
the lot, with the other parts of the county. T’o juftify his 
demand, he fhews,. that God had long fince, by Mofes, pro- 
mifed him ¢hat very mountain; fo that God’s mind being al- 
ready made known in this matter, it would be a vain and neede 
lefs thing to confult it any further, by cafting lots ; by which 
we are to appeal to God in thofe cafes only which cannot o- 
therwife be decided ; not in thofe which, like this here, are 
already determined. Caleb is here called the Kenezite, fome’ 
think, from fome remarkable vitory obtained by him over the 


_,Kenezites, as the Romans gave their great generals titles — 


from: the countries they conquered, as Africanus, Germani- 
cus, Cs 7. 

T’o enforce his petition, (1.) He brings the children of Ju- 
dah, é... the heads and great men of that tribe, along with 
him to prefent it, who were ‘willing thus to pay their refpects to 
that. ornament of their tribe, and to teftify their confent that 
he fhould be provided for by himfelf; and that they would not | 
‘take it as any reflection upon the reft of his tribe. Caleb was 
the perfon whom God had chofen out of that tribe to be em- 


- ployed in dividing the land, Numb. xxxiy. 19.3 and therefore, 


left he fhould feem to improve his authority ds a commiffioner, 
for his own private advantage and {atisfaction, he ‘brings his. 


| brethren along with them; and, waving his cwn power, feems 


rather to rely upon their intereft. (2) He appeals to Jofhua 

himfelf, concerning the truth of the allegations upon which he 

grounded his petition. Thou knowef the thing, ver. 6. (3.) 
ite Ga, He 


. 
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longer we live, the more fenfible we fhould be of God’s good. 
' nefs to us in keeping us alive, his care in. prolonging our frail 


He makes.a very honourable mention of Mofes, which he knew 
would not be at all unpleafing to Jofhua, My/es the man of God, 
ver. 6.3 and the fervant of the Lord, ver.7. What Mofes 
faid, he took as from God himfelf, becaufé Mofes was his 
mouth, and his agent; and therefore he had reafon both to de- 
fire and expect it fhould be made good. What can be more 
earneftly defired than the tokens of God’s favour ; and what 
more confidently expected than the grants of his promife? 

Caleb, in his petition, fets forth, 

1f, The teftimony of his confcience concerning his integri- 
ty in the management of that great affair; on which it proved 
the fate of Ifrael turned, the fpying out of the land. Caleb 
was one of the twelve that were fent out’on that errand, 
ver. 7.3; and he now reflected upon it with comfort, and men- 
tioned it not in pride; but as that which, being the confider- 


(1.) That he made his report as if it was in his heart; 7, e. 
he fpake as he thought, when he fpake fo honourably of the 
land of Canaan, fo confidently of the power of God to put 
them in poffeffion of it, and fo contemptibly of the oppofition 
that the Canaanites, evén the Anakims themfelves, could make 
againft them, as we find he did, Numb. xiii. 30. xiv. 7, 8,9. 
‘He did not do it merely to pleafe Mofes, or to keep the peo- 
ple quiet, much lefs from a {pirit of contradiétion to his fellows ; 
but from a full conviction of the truth of what he faid, and a 
firm belief of the divine promife. (2.) That herein he whol- 
ly followed the Lord his God; i, e. he kept clofe to his duty, 
and. fincerely aimed at the glory of God in it. He conform- 
ed himfelf to the divine will, with an eye to the divine favour. 
He had obtained this teftimony from God himfelf, Numb. xiv. 
24.3 and therefore it was not vain glory in him to fpeak of 
it, no more than it is for thofe who have God’s Spirit witne/- 
Jing with their fpirits, that they are the children of God, 

- humbly and thankfully to tell others, for their encouragement, 
what God has done for their fouls. Note, They that follow 
God fully when they are young, fhall have both the credit and 
comfort of it when they are old, and the reward of it for ever 
in thé heavenly Canaan. (3.) That he did this when all his 

* brethren and companions in that fervice, except Jofhua, did other- 
wife. They made the heart of the people melt, ver. 8. ; and how 
pernictous the condequences of it were, was very well known. 
It adds much to the praife of following God, if we adhere to 
him when others defert and decline from him. Caleb needed 
not to mention particularly Jofhua’s carriage in this matter 3 it 
was fufficiently known, and he would not feem to flatter him; 
it was enough to fay, ver. 6. Thou knowe/f? what the Lord 
Spake concerning me and thee. 

_ 2dly, The experience he had had of God’s goodnefs to him 
ever fince, to this day. Though’ he had wandered with the 
reft in the wildernefs, and had been kept thirty-eight years out 
of Canaan, as they were, for that fin; which he was fo far 


“its yet, inftead of complaining of that, he mentions,-to the 
glory of God, his mercy to him in two things: [1.] That he 
was kept alive in the wildernefs, not only notwithftanding the 
eommon perils and fatigues of that tedious march, but though 


all that genetation of ‘Ifraelites, except himfelf and Jofhua,” 


were one way or other cut off by death. With what a grate- 
ful fenfe of God’s goodnefs to him doth he {peak it? ver. 10. 
Now behold, (behold and wonder,) the Lord has kept me alive 
thefe forty and five years; thirty-eight years in the wildernefs, 
through the plagues of the defart; and feven!years in Canaan, 
through the perils of war. 


| 


7 
- 


Note, 1. While we live, it is God | 
that keeps us alive; by his power he protects us from death ; q 
and by his bounty he fupplies us continually with the fupports 
and comforts of life.. He holdeth our foul in life.. 2. The | 


Chap. XIV. 


Has he. 


lives, his patience in prolonging our forfeited lives. 


| kept me alive thefe forty-five years? Is it about that time of 
| Jife with us? or is it more? or is it lefs? We have reafon to 
| fay, It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not confumed. How 


much are we indebted to the favour of God; and what fhall 
we render? Let the life thus kept by the providence of God 
be devoted to his praife. 3. The death of many others round 


~ about us, fhould make us the more thankful to God for fpars 


ing us, and keeping us alive. Thoufands falling on our right. 


| hand and on our left, and yet we {pared,. thefe diftinguifhing 


favours are very obliging to fingular obedience. [2.] ‘That, 


. he was fit for bufinefs now he was in Canaan. Though eighty- 


five years old, yet as hearty and lively as when he was forty. 


ution of the grant, was neceflary to be inferted in this plea. | ver. 11. 4s my frength was then, fois it now. This was the. 
} fruit of the promife, and outdid what was faid; for God. not 


only gives what he promifeth, but he gives more ;, life by pro- 


mife fhalf be life, and health, and ftrength, and all that which 
will make the promifed life a bleffing and comfort. Mofes 


| had faid in his prayer, Pfal. xc..10. that. at eighty years old 
| even the firength is labour and forrow 3 and fo it is moft com- 
| monly. - But Caleb was. an exception from that rule; his _ 

-ftrength at eighty-five was eafe and joy; this he got by fol © 


lowing the Lord fully. Caleb takes notice of this here to the 
glory of God, and as an excufe for his aflking a portion which 
he muft fetch out of the giants hands. - Let not Jofhua tell, 
him he Anew not what he afeed; could he get the poffeffion, 
of that which he begged for a title to? Yes, fai-h he, why not? 
I am as fit for war now as ever I was. saga Pia ie 

3dly, The promife Mofes had. made him, in God’s name, 


> that he fhould have this mountain, ver. 9. This promife is his 


chief plea, and that on. which he relies as. we find it, Numb. 
xiv. 24. Itis general, Aim will I bring into the land where- 
unto he went, and his feed fhall poffe/s it ; but it feems it was 
more particular, and Jofhua knew it; both fides. underftood. 


| this mountain for which Caleb was now a fuitor, to be intend- 
ed. This was the place from which more than any other the 
_ fpies took their report ; for here they met with the fows of 


Anak, Numb. xiii. 22. the fight of whom made fuch an im-. 


| preflion upon them, ver. 33. We may fuppofe, that Caleb. 
obferving what ftrefs they laid upon the difficulty of conquer= 


ing Hebron, a city garrifoned by the giants, and how from 


- thence they inferred that the conquelt of the whole land was. 
utterly impracticable ; in oppofition to their fuggeftions, and to: 


convince the people that he fpake as he thought, he bravely 
defired to have that city, which they called invincible, affigned’ 


' to himfelf for his own portion : I will undertake to deal with’ 
» that ; and if I cannot get it for my inheritance, I will be with- 

| out. Well, faith Mofes, it fhall be thine own then, win it ; 
| and wear it. 
from having a hand in, that he had done his utmoft to prevent | 


5 
he: 


Be5- <* 


ee a 


’ Captain of our falvation. 


be able to difpoffefs the fons of Anak. 


the Iefs is bleffed of the better. 


Chap. XIV. 


of driving out the fons of Anak upon the prefence of God 
with him. He doth not fay, becaufe I am now as {trong for 
war as I was at forty, therefore I fhould drive them out, de- 
pending upon his perfonal valour ; nor doth he depend upon 
his intereft in the warlike tribe of Judah, who attended him 
now in making this addrefs, and, no doubt, would affift him; 
nor doth he court Jofhua’s aid, or put it upon that, Jf thou 
awilt be with me. TV thall gain my point: But if the Lord will 
be with me. Here, 1. He feems to {peak doubtfully of God’s, 
being with him ; not from any diftruft of his goodnefs or faith- 
fulnefs ; he had fpoken without the leat hefitation of God’s 
prefence with Ifrael in general. Numb. xiv. 9. The Lord is 
with us ; but for himfelf, from an humble fenfe of his own 


~ unworthinefs of fuch a favour, he chufes to exprefs himfelf 


thus, Jf the Lord be with me. ‘The Chaldee paraphrafe reads 
it, If the word of the Lord be my helper, that Word which is 
God, and in the fulnefs of time was made flefh, and is the 
| 2. But he {peaks without the leaft 
doubt ; has affurance that if God were with him, he fhould 
If God be with us, 
if God be for us, who can be againft us, fo as to prevail? It 
is alfo intimated, that if God were not with him, though all 
the forces of Tfrael fhould come in to his affiftance, he fhould 
not be able to gain his point. ‘Whatever we undertake, God’s 
favourable prefence with us is all in all to our fuecefs: That 
therefore we mift earneftly pray for, and carefully make fure, 
by keeping ourfelyes in the love of God; and on that we de- 
pend, and from that take our encouragement againft the great- 
ry edishcmlttcasets Pacers Ae IF Shs . 

- Upon the whole matter Caleb’s requeft is, ver. 12. Give 
me this mountain. (1.) Becaufe it was formerly in God’s 
promife, and he would let Iftael know how much he valued 
the promife ; iofifting upon this mountain whereof the Lord 
Jpake in that day, as moft defirable, though perhaps as good 
a portion might have fallen to hia by lot in common with the 
reft, They that live by faith, value that which is given by 
promife far above that which is given by providence only. (2.) 


 Becaufe it was now in the Anakims pofleflion ; and he would 
~ Jet Ifrael know how little he feared the enemy, and would by 


his example animate them to pufh on their conquefts. Herein 


_. Caleb anfwered his name, which fignifies a/Lheart. — 


_ Secondly, Jothua grants his petition, ver. 13. Yo/bua bleffed 
him, commended his bravery, applauded his requeft, and gave 
him what he afked. He alfo prayed for him, and for his good 
fuccefs in his intended undertaking again{t the fons of Anak. 


~ Jofhua was both a prince and a prophet, and upon both ac- 


counts it was proper for him to- give Caleb his blefling 5 for 
Hebron was fettled on Caleb 
and his heirs, ver. 14. becaufe he wholly followed the Lord 
God of Ifrael. And happy are we if we follow him. Note, 
Singular piety fhall be crowned with fingular fayours.. Now, 
(1.) Weare here told what Hebron had been} the city of Arba, 
a great man among the Anakims, ver. 15.3 we find it called 
Kirjath-arba, Gen. xxiii. 2. as the place where Sarah ‘died. 
_Hereabouts Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, lived mott of their 


~ time in Canaan; and near’ to it was the cave of Machpelah 


where they were buried ; which perhaps had led Caleb hither, 
when he went to fpy out the land, and had made him covet this 
rather than any other part for his inheritance. (2.) We are 
“afterwards told what Hebron was, 1. It was a priefts city, 
Joth. xxi. 13.3 and a city of refuge, Joth. xx. 7. When Ca- 
Jeb had it, he contented himfelf with the country about it, and 
chearfully gave the city to the priefts, the Lord’s minifters ; 
thinking it could not be better beftowed, no not upon his own 
children 3 nor that it wasthe lefs his own, for being thus devoted 
to God. “2. It was a royal city, and, in the beginning of 
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David’s reign, the metropolis of the kingdom of Judah; thi- 
ther his people reforted to him, and there he reigned feven 

years. ‘Phus highly was Caleb’s city honoured. ~ Pity there 

fhould have been fuch a blemifh upon his family long after, as 

Nabal was, who was of the houfe of Caleb, 1 Sam. xxv. 3. 

But the-be{t men cannot entail their virtues. 


. =: OC. Se ae be aes 
The land though not completely conquered, yet being (as was 
Jaid in the clofe of the foregoing chapter) at relt from war, 
Sor the prefent, their armies all drawn out of the field, to 
a general rendezvous at Gilgal, there they began to divide 
the land, though the work was afterwards perfected at 
Shiloh, chap. xvii. 1, &'c. In this chapter we have the 
lot of the tribe of Fudah; which in this, as in other 
things, had the precedency. 1. The borders or bounds of 
the inheritance of Judah, ver. t,—12. Il. The particus 
lar affignment of Hebron, and the country thereabouts, to 
Caleb and his family, ver. 13,—19- III. The names of 
the feveral cities that fell within Fudab’s lot, ver. 21,—6 Ey 


TAS then was the lot of the tribe of the chil. 
dren of Judah by their families, even to the 
border of Edom; -the wildernefs of ‘Zin fouth- 
ward, was the uttermoft part of the fouth- 
coaft, 2 And their fouth-border was from the 
fhore of the falt-fea, from the bay that looketh 
fouthward. 3 And it went out to the fouth.’ 
fide to Maaleh-acrabbim, and pafled along to 
Zin, and afcended up on the fouth-fide unto 
Kadefh-barnea ; and pafled along to Hezron,. 
and went up to Adar, and fetched a compat 
to Karkaa. 4 From thence it paffed toward: 
Azmon, and went out into the river of Egypt: 
and the goings out of that coaft were at the fea: 
_ this fhall be your fouth-coaft. . 5 And the eaft- 
border was the falt-fea, even unto the end of 
Jordan: and ¢heir border in the north-quarter, 
was from the bay of the fea, at the uttermoft 
part of Jordaii, 6 And the border went up to 
Beth-hogla, and paffed along by the north of 
Beth-arabah, and the border went up to the 
ftone of Bohan the fon of Reuben. 7 And the 
border went up toward Debir from the valley 
of Achor, and fo northward looking toward 
Gilgal, that is before the going up to Adum. 
mim, which zs on the fouth-fide of the river: 
and the border pafled towards the waters of 


s 


Enfhemeth, and the goings out thereof were at 


Enrogel. 8 And the border went up by the 
valley of the fon of Hinnom, unto the fouth. 
fide of the Jebufite, the fame ts Jerufalem : and 
the border went up to the top of the mountain, 
that Jieth before the valley of Hinnom, weit- 
ward, which zs at the end of the valley of the 
giants northward. 9 And the border was drawn 
from the top of the hill unto the fountain of the 
water of Nephtoah, and went out to the cities 
of mount Ephron, and the border was drawn to 
13 Buaalah, 
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time, whofe ruins lay buried in the bottom of this dead water, 
which never either was moved itfelf, or had any living thing in it. 

(2.) The fouthern border was that of the land of Canaanin 
general, as will appear by comparing ver. 1,—q. with Numb. 
XXXIV. 3, 4, 5.3 fo that this powerful and warlike tribe of Ju- 
dah guarded the frontiers of the whole land, on that fide which 
lay towards their old {worn enemies (though their two fathers 
were twin-brethren) the Edomites. Our Lord therefore, who 

Sprang out of Fudah, and whofe the kingdom is, foall judge the 
mount of Efau, Obad. ver. 21. 2 te 

(3-) The northern border divided it from the lot of Benja- 
min. In this mention is made of the {tone of Bohan a Reu- 
benite, ver. 6. who probably was a great commander of thofe- 
forces of Reuben that came over Jordan, and died in the camp 
at Gilgal, and was buried not far off under this ftone. The 
valley of Achor doth likewife lie upon this border, ver. 7. to 
mind the men of Judah of the trouble which Achan, one of 
their tribe, gave to the congregation of Ifrael, that they might 
not be too much lifted up with their fervices. This northern ~ 

line touched clofe upon Jerufalem, ver. 8. fo clofe as to include 
in the lot of this tribe mount Zion and mount Moriah, though 
the-greater part of the city lay in the lot of Benjamin. 

(4.) The weft border went near to the great fea at firft, 
ver. 12.3 but afterwards the lot of the tribe of Dan took offa 
good part of Judah’s-Jot on that fide ; for the lot was only to 
determine between Judah and Jofeph, which fhould have the 
north, and which the fouth, and not immoveably to fix the bor- 
der of either. sean Men ae! $4 EA Sa Ay SRE 

Judah’s inheritance had its boundaries determined. Though 
it was a powerful warlike tribe, and had a great intereft in the 
other tribes, yet they mult not therefore be left to their own 
choice to enlarge-their poffeffions at pleafure, but mutt live fo 
that their neighbours might live by them. 'Thofe that are placed 
high, yet muft not think to be placed alone in the midft of the earth. 


13 And unto Caleb the fon of Jephunneh, — 
he gave a part among the children of Judah; 
according to the commandment of the Lorp. 


Baalah, which is Kirjath-jearim. ro And the 
border compafled from Baalah weftward unto 
mount Seir, and paffed along unto the fide 
of mount, Jearim (which is Chefalon) on 
the north-fide; and went down .to Beth-fhe- 
mefh, and pafled on to Timnah. 11 And 
the border went out unto the fide of Ekron 
northward: and the border was drawn to Shi- 
cron, and pafled along to mount Baalah, and 
went out unto Jabneel; andthe goings out of 
‘the border were at the fea. 12 And the weft- 
border was to the great fea, and the coaft there- 
of: this is the coaft of the children of Judah 
round about, according to their families. 


Judah and Jofeph were the two fons of Jacob, on whom 
Reuben’s forfeited birthright devolved. Judah had the do- 
minion entailed on him, and Jofeph the double portion; and 
therefore thefe two tribes were firft feated; Judah in the fou- 
thern part of the land of Canaan, and Jofeph in the northern 
part ; and on them the other feven did attend, and had their 
ref{pective lots as appurtenances to thefe two. The lots of 

_ Benjamin, Simeon, and Dan, were appendant to Judah; and 
thofe of [ffachar and Zebulun, Naphtali and Ather, to Jofeph. 
Thefe two were fir{t fet up to be provided for, it fhould feem, 
before there was fuch an exact furvey of the land as we find 
afterwards, chap. xvili. 9. It is probable the moft confidera- 
ble parts of the northern and fouthern countries, and thofe that 

_ lay neareft to Gilgal, and which the people were beft acquaint- 
ed with, were fir{t put into two portions, and the lot was caft 
upon them between thefe two principal tribes, of the one of 

‘which Jofhua was, and of the other Caleb, who was the firft 
commiflioner in this writ of partition: and, by the decifion of 
that lot, the fouthern country fell to Judah, of which we have 
an account in this chapter; and the northern to Jofeph, of 
which we have an account in the two following chapters. And « 
when thts was done, there was a more equal dividend, either 

In quantity or quality, of the remainder among the feven tribes. 

. And this probably was intended in that general rule which 
- was given concerning this partition, Numb. xxxili. 54. To the 
more ye fball give the more inheritance, and to the fewer ye foall 
give the lefs : And that every man’s inheritance fhall be where 
his lot falleth; i. e. ye fhall appoint two greater portions, which 
fhall be determined by lot to thofe more numerous tribes of 
Judah and Jofeph, and then the reft fhall be leffer portions, to 
‘be allotted to the lefs numerous tribes. The former was done 
in Gilgal, the latter in Shiloh. 
~ In thefe verfes we have the borders of the lot of Judah, which, 
as the reft, is faid to be dy their families ; i. e. with an eye to 
the number of their families. And it intimates, that Jofhua 
and Eleazar, and the reft of the commiffioners, when they had 
by lot given each tribe its portion, did afterwards (it is proba- 
ble by lot, likewife) fubdivide thofe larger portions, and aflign 
to each family its inheritance, and, then to each houfehold; 
which would be better done by this fupreme authority, and be 
apt to give lefs difpuft, than if it had been left to the inferior 

- magiltrates of each tribe to make.that diftribution, ri 

‘The borders of this tribe are here largely fixed, yet not un- 
alterably ; for a good deal of that whieh lies within thefe bounds 
was afterwards afligned to the Jots of Simeon and Dan. 

» {1.) The eaftern border was all, and only, the falt-fea, ver. 

. §. ° Every fea is falt ; but this was an extraordioaty, and more 

’ than natural faltnefs, the effe@ of that fire and brimftone with 
which Sodom and Gomorrah were deftroyed in Abraham’s. 


; 


bitants of Debir: and the name of Debir be. 


a 
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to the commandment of the Lord to Fofbua. "Though Caleb in 
his petition had made out a very good title to it by promife, 
yet, becaufe God had ordered Jofhua to divide the land by 
lot, he would not, in this one fingle inftance, no not to gratify 
his old friend Caleb, do otherwife, without orders from God, 
whofe oracle, it is probable, he confulted upon this occafion. 
In every doubtful cafe it is very defirable to know the mind of 
God, and to fee the way of our dutyplain. (2.) Itis faidtobe a 
part among the children of Judah. Though it was afligned him 
before the lot of that tribe came up, yet it proved, God fo di- 
recting the lot, to be in the heart of that tribe, which was gra- 
cioufly ordered in kindnefs to him, that he might not be as one 
feparated from his brethren, and furrounded by thofe of other 
tribes. wy : 

Now, Caleb having obtained the grant,.we are told, 


/ 


Firft, How he fignalized his own valour in the conqueft of . 


‘Hebron: ver. 14. He drove thence the three fons of Anak ; 
he, and thofe that he engaged to affift him inthis fervice. This 
is mentioned here, to fhew that the confidence he had expref- 
fed of fuccefs.in this affair through the prefence of God with 
him, chap. xiv. 12. did not deceive him, but the event anfwer- 
ed his expectation. It is not faid that he flew thefe giants, 
but he drove them thence’; which intimates, that they retired 
upon his approach, and fled before him: The {trength and {ta- 


ture of their bodies could not keep up the courage of their minds, — 


but, with the countenances of lions, they had the hearts of 
trembling hares. ‘Thus doth God often cut off the Jpirit of 
princes, Pfal. Jxxvi. 12.; Take away the heart of the chief of 
the people, Job xii. 24. and fo fhame the confidences of the 
proud: And thus, if we refift the devil, that roaring lion, tho’ 
he fall not, yet he will flee. 


_ Secondly, How he encouraged the valour of thofe about him 


in the conqueft of Debir, ver. 15, &c. It feems, though Jo- 


fhua had once made himfelf mafter of Debir, chap. x. 39. yet | 


the Canaanites had regained the poffeflion in the abfence of the 
army, fo that the work was to be done a fecond time; and 
when Caleb had compleated the reduction of Hebron, which 
was for himfelf and his own family, to fhew his zeal for the 
public good, as much as for his own private intereft, he pufheth 
on his congueft to Debir, and will not lay down his arms till 
he fees that city effeCtually reduced, which lay but ten miles 
fouthward from Hebron, though he had not any particular con- 
~ cern in it, but the reducing of it would be to the general ad- 
vantage of his tribe. Let us learn hence, not to feek and mind 
our own things only, but. to concern and engage ourfelves for 
the welfare of the community we are members of. We are 
not born for ourfelves ; nor muft we live to ourfelves. 
iff, Notice is taken of the name of this-city. 


(ver. 49.) which fome tranflate the city of learning: So the 
Seventy, Thorss -yecepepcray; whence fome conjecture that it had 
‘been an univerfiry among the Canaanites, like Athens in 
Greece, in which their youth were educated; or, perhaps, the 
‘books of their chronicles, or records, or the antiquities of the 
mations, were laid up there; and it may be this was it that 


_made Caleb fo defirous to fee Iftael malters of this city, that - 


they might get acquainted: with the ancient learning of the Ca- 
“ Raanites. pt ae a 
 adly, The proffer that Caleb made of his daughter, anda 
good portion with her, to any one that would undertake to re- 
duce that city, and to command the forces that. fhould be em- 


ployed in that fervice, ver. 16. ‘Thus Saul promifed:a daugh- - 
ter to him that would kill Goliath, 1 Sam. xvii. 25. neither 


of them intending to force their daughters to marry fuch as 
_ they could not affect,’ but both of them prefuming upon their 
‘daughter’s obedience, and fubmiffion to their father’s. will 


It had been © 
called Kirjath/Jepher, the city of a book, and Kirjath-fanaa, — 
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though it might perhaps be contrary, to their own humour or in= 
clination. Caleb’s family was not only honourable and weal- 
thy, but religious. He that himfelf followed the Lord fully, 


no queftion taught his children to do fo; and therefore it 


could not but be a defirable match to any young gentleman. 
Caleb, in making the propofal, aims, (1.) To do fervice ta 
his country, ‘by the reducing of that important place; and, 
(2.) To marry a daughter well, to a man of learning that 
would have a particular affection for the city of books, and a 
man of war that would be likely to ferve his country, and do 
worthily in his generation. Could he but marry his child to a 
man of fuch a character, he would think her well beftowed, 
whether the fhare in the lot of his tribe were. more or Jefs. 
3dly, The place was bravely taken by Othniel, a nephew of 
Caleb’s ; whom, probably Caleb had thoughts of when. he made 
the proffer, ver. 7. This Othniel, who thus fignalized him-—- 
felf-when he was young, long after, in his advanced years, 
was fpirited to be both a deliverer and-a judge in Tfrael, the 
firft fingle perfon that® prefided in their affairs after Jofhwa’s 
death. It is good for thofe who are fetting out in the world,. 
to begin betimes with that which is great and good; that, ex- 
celling in fervice when they are young, they may excel im ho-~ 
nour when they grow old. gE 
4thly, Hereupon (all parties being agreed) Othniel married 
his coufin-german Achfah, Caleb’s daughter. It is likely he: 
had a kindnefs for her before, which put him upon this bold 
undertaking to obtain her. Love to his country, am ambition: 
of honour, and a defire to find favour with the pririces of his 
people, would not have engaged him in this great action; but 
his affection for Achfah did; that made it intolerable to him, “ 
to think that any one elfe fhould do more to win her favour 
than he would, and fo infpired him with this generous fire. 
Thus is love {trong as death, and jealoufy cruel as the grave. 
sthly, Becaufe the hiftorian is now upon the dividing of the: 
land, he gives us an account of Achfah’s portion, which was 
in land, as more valuable, becaufe enjoyed by virtue of the di- 
vine promife, though we may fuppofe the conquerors of Ca- 
naan, who had the {pail of fo many rich cities, were full of: 


_ mohey too. 


1. Some land fhe obtained by Caleb’s free grant, which was: 
allowed while fhe married within her own tribe and family, as. 
Zelophehad’s daughters did. He gave her a fouth-land, ver. 
19.; land indeed, but a fouth land, dry, and apt to be parched. 
2. She obtained more upon her requef{t; the would have 
had her hufband to afk for a field; probably fome: particular 
field, or champaign ground, which belonged’ to Caleb’s lot, 
and joined to that fouth-land which he had fettled upon his 
daughter at marriage. She thought her hufband had the beft 
intereft in her father, who, no» doubt, was extremely. pleafed 
with the late glorious atchievement;. but he- thought it. was. 
more proper for her to afk, and~ fhe would’ be more likely ta 
prevail. Accordingly fhe did, fubmitting to her hufband’s 
judgment, though contrary to. her own ; and fhe humoured the 
thing wonderful well, and managed: it with a-great déal-of art.. 
(1..) She took the opportunity when: her father brought her 
home to the houfé of her hufband, when the fatisfaction of ha- 


_ ving difpofed. of his daughter. fo well would.make him think. 
| nothing too much. to do for her: 


(2.) She lighted: off her afsy. 


in token of refpeét and reverence to her father, whom fhe 


- would: honour ftill, as much as before her marriage. She cried,. 


or fizhed, from off her afs ; f the Seventy; and the vulgar La- 
tin read it: She expreffed fome grief and’ concern, that» fhe 
might give. her father occafion- to afk her what fhe wanted. 
(3:) She calls it a bleffing, becaufe it would add-much to the 
comfort of her fettlement; and_fhe was. fure, that fince fhe 
married, not only with her father’s confent,; but in obedience 


A 


\ 


~ 
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to his command, he would tot deny her his blefling. “(4.) 
She afks only for the water, without which the ground fhe had 
would be of little ufe, either for tillage or pafture; but fhe means 
the field in which the {prings of water'were. ‘The modefty 
and reafonablenefs of her requeft gave it a great advantage. 
FKarth without water would-be like a tree without fap, or the 
body of an animal without blood: Therefore, when God ga- 
thered the waters into one place, he wifely and gracioufly left 
fome in every place, that the éarth might be enriched for the 
fervice of man. See Pfal. civ. 10, £7. Well, Achfah pain- 
ed her point; her father gave her what fhe afked, and perhaps 
more; for he gave her the upper fprings, and the nether [prings; 
two fields fo called from the fprings that were in them as we 
commonly diftinguifh between the higher field and the lower 


field. ‘Thofe who. underftand it but of one field, watered | 


both with the ram. of heaven, and the {prings that iffued out of 
the bowels of the earth, give countenance to the. allufion we 
commonly make to this, when we pray for fpiritual and hea- 
venly bleflings which relate to our foulg}.as bleffings of the up- 
‘per fprings ; and thofe which relate to the body, and the life 
that now is, as bleflings of the nether f{prings. — 

From this ftory we learn, 1. That is no breach of the tenth 
commandment, moderately to defire thofe comforts and con- 


yeniences of this life which we fee attainable in a-fair and re- 


gular way. 2. That hufbands and wives thould mutually ad- 


vife, and jointly agree, about that which is for the common | 


good of their family ; and much more fhould they concur in 
vafking of their heavenly Father the beft bleflings, thofe of the 
‘upper {prings. 


nance, efpecially when they are dotiful. Caleb had fons, t 
Chron. iv. 15. and yet gave thus liberally to his daughter. 
Thofe parents forget themfelves and their relations, who gradge 


their children what is convenient for them, when they can.con- , 


-veniently part with it. 


20 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the | 


‘children of Judah according to their.families. 


21 And the uttermoft cities of the tribe of the 


‘children of Judah, toward the coaft of Edom 
Jouthward, were Kabzeel, and Eder, and Jagar, 
22-And Kinah, and Dimonah, and Adadah, 
23 And Kedefh, and Hazor, and Ithnan, 24 
‘Ziph, and Yelem, and Bealoth, 2s And Ha- 
zor, Hadattah, and Kerioth, and Hezron, which 
as Hazor, 26 Aman, and Shemah, and Mola- 


- dah, 27 And Hazar-gaddah, and Hefhmon, and 


Beth-palet, 28 And Hazar-fhual, and Beer-the- 
ba, and Bizjothjah, 29 Baalah, and Tim, and A- 


zem, 30 And Eltolad, and Chefil, and Hormah, — 


31 And Ziklag, and Madmannah, and Sanfan- 
‘nah, 32 And Lebaoth, and Shilhim, and Ain, 
and Rimmon: all the cities are twenty and 
‘mine, with their villages. 33 4nd in the val- 
ley, Efhtaol, and Zoreah, and Afbnah, 34 And 


-Zanoah, and En-gannim, Tappuah, and Enam, 


35 Jarmuth,.and Adullam, Socoh, and Azekah, 


_36 And Sharaim, and Adithaim,.and Gederah,. 
-and Gederothaim’: fourteen cities with their .| 
willages, 37 Zenan, and Hadathah, and Mig. 


[MOS Eee A. 


3. That parents muft never think that loft 
-which is beftowed upon their children for their real advantage, _ 
but muft be free in giving them portions, as well as mainte- | 


_lem, the children of Judah 
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dal-gad, 38 And Dilean, and Mizpeh, and Jok- 
theel, zg Lachifh, and Bozkath, and Eglon, 40 
And Cabbon, and Lahmas, and Kithlifh, 4% 
And Gederoth, Beth-dagon, and Naamah, and 
Makkedah: fixteen cities with their villages. — 
42 Libnah, and Ether, and Afhan, 43 And 
Jiphtah, and Afhnah, and Nezib, 44 And Kei- 


_lah, and Afhzib, and Marefhah: nine cities with 


their villages. 45 Ekron with her towns and 
her villages. 46 From Ekron even unto the 
fea, all that Jay near Athdod, with their villa- 
ges. 47 Afhdod with her towns and her villa- 
ges, Gaza with her towns and her villages, un- 
to the river of Egypt, and the great fea, and the 
border thereof. 48 | And in the mountains, 
Shamir, and Jattir, and Socoh, 49 And Dan- 
nab,and Kirjath-fannah, which 7s Debir, 50 And 
Anab, and Efhtemoh, and Anim, 51 And Go- 
{fhen, and Holon, and Gilolr: eleven cities with 
their villages. 52 Arab, and Dumah, and Eth- 
ean, 53 And Janum, and Beth-tappuah, and 
Aphekah, 54 And Humtah, and Kirjath-arba 
(which is Hebron) and Zior: nine cities with 
theirvillages. 55 Maon, Carmel, and Ziph, and 
Juttah, 56 And Jezreel, and Jokdeam, and Zaz 
noah, $7 Cain, Gibeah, and Timnah: ten cities 
with their villages.. 58 Halhul, Beth-zur, and 
Gedor, 59 And Maarath, and Beth-anoth, and 
Eltekon : fix cities with their villages. 60 Kir- 
jath-baal (which is Kirjath-jearim) and Rab-— 
bah: two cities with their villages. 61 {In 


the wildernefs, Beth-arabah, Middin, and Se- 


cacah, 62 And Nibfhan, and the city of Salt, 
and Engedi: fix cities with their villages. _ 63. 
As for the Jebufites, the inhabitants of Jerufa- — 
could not drive 
them out: but the Jebufites 
children of Judah at Jerufalem unto this day. — 


We have here a lift of the feveral cities that fell within the 
lot of the tribe of Judah, which are mentioned by ‘name, that - 
they might know their-own, and both keep it and keep to it ; 
and might neither, through cowardice or floth, lofe the pof 
feffion of what was their own, nor, through RE DN Or 
the poffeftion of what was not their own, 
named,-arid numbered in feveral claffes, which they then could ~ 
account for the reafon of better than we can now. Here are,’ 
(1.), Some that are faid to be the uttermof? cities toward the 
coaft of Edom, ver. 21 »—32. Here are thirty-eight named, — 
and yet faid to be twenty-nine, ver, 32. becaufe nine .of thefe 
were afterwards transferred to the lot of Simeon, and are 


reckoned as belonging to that; as appears by comparing chap. — 


xix. 2, &'c.: Therefore thofe only are counted, (though the 


reft are named, ) which remained to Judah. (2.) Others are 
faid to be in the valley, ver. 33.3 they are counted to be fours 
ble Gederah, and — 


teen, yet fifteemare named; but it is prot 


Gederathaim, were either two. names, or tw parts of one and 


the fame city. (3.) Then fixteen are named, without any 


head. 


dwell -with the ? 


The cities are here 


a3 
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head. of diftin@tion, ver. 37;—41+ and nine more, ver. 42,— 


44- 4.) Then the three Philiftine cities, Ekron, Athdod, | 


and Gaza. 5.) Cities in the mountains, eleven, in all, ver. 


48,—51.; nine more; ver. 52,—54. ten more, ver. 55,-——57- 


fix more, ver. 58, 59. then two, ver. 60. and fix in the wil- 
dernefs, a part of the country not fo thick of inhabitants as 
fome others were. . 

-Now, here, [1.] We do not find Bethlehem, which was 
afterwards the city of David, and was ennobled by the birth 
of our Lord Jefus in it, But that.city, which at the beft was 
but Litile among the thoufands of ‘udah, Nic. v. 2. except that 
it was thus dignified, was now fo little as not to be accounted 
one of the cities, but perhaps was one of the villages not nam- 
ed. Chrift came to give honour to the places he was related 
to, not te receive honour from them. [2-] Jerufalem is faid 
to continue in the hands of the Jebufites, ver. 63. for the chil- 
dren of Fudah could not drive them out, viz. through their flug- 
gifinels, ftupidity, and unbelief. Had they attempted it with 
vigour and refolution, we have reafon to think God would not 
have been wanting to.them to give them fuccef’ ; but they could 
not do it, becaufe they would not. Jerufalem was afterwards 
to be the holy city, the royal city, the city of the great King, 
the brighteft ornament of all the land of Irael, God had de- 
figned it fhould be fo. 1t may therefore juftly, be looked up- 
on as a punifhment of their neglect to conquer other cities 
God had given them, that they were fo long kept out of this. 

- Among the cities of Judah, (in all one hundred and: four- 
teen,) we meet with Libnah, which in Joram’s days revolted, 


_ and probably fet up for a free independant ftate, 2 Kings viii. 


22. and Lachifh, where king Amaziah was flain, 1 Kings 
xiv. 19.3 it led the dance in idolatry, Mic. i. 13.3 it was the 


beginning of fin to the daughter of Zion. Giloh, Achitophel’s 


town, is here mentioned ; and Tekoa, of which the prophet 


~ Amos was, and near which Jehofhaphat obtained that, glorious 


victory, 2 Chron, xx. 20.3 and Marefha, where Afa was a 
conqueror. Many of the cities of this tribe occur in the hif- 
tory of David’s troubles. Adullam, Ziph, Keilah, Maon, 
Engedi, Ziklag, were places here reckoned in this tribe, near 


which David had moft of his haunts; for though fometimes- 
Saul drove him, out from the inheritance of the Lord, yet he, 
kept as clofe to it as he could. The wildernefs of Judah he 
frequented much, and in it John Baptift. preached, . and there]. 


the kingdom of heaven commenced, Mat. ii. 1. The riches 


of this country, no doubt, anfwered Jacob’s blefling of this | 


tribe, that he fhould a/b his garments in wine, Gen. xlix. 


“11.5 and, in general, Fudahs thou art he whom. thy brethren. 


JSoall praife, mot envy... stg 


fies 6. ce CEPA. PS -XVI- 
It.is a pity this and the follawing chapter Should be fepara- 


ted, for both of them give.us the lot of the children of Fo- 


} 


Seph, Ephraim and Manafh, who, next to Judah, were 
to have the poft of honour, and therefore had the firft and 
bef? portion in-the northern part of Canaan, as Fudah now 

~ had in the fouthern part.. In this chapter we have, 1, 4 
general account of the lot of thefe two tribes together, ver. 
—1,—4. Tle The borders of the lot of Ephraim in particu- 


dary ver. 510. That-of Manzffeh following in the next» 


chapter. ut ee i. 


A ND the lot of the children of Jofeph fell 


fA from-Jordan by. Jericho, unto the water 
of Jericho on the eaft, to the wildernefs. that. 


goeth up from Jericho throughout mount Beth- 
el, 2.And goeth out from Beth-el to Luz, and 


tv 
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paffeth along unto the borders of Archi. to A- 
taroth, ~3 And goeth down weftward to. the 
coaft of Japhleti, unto the coaft of Beth-horon, 
the nether, and to Gezer: and the goings out 


thereof are at the fea. 4 So the children of Jo- 


feph, Manaffeh and Ephraim, took their inhe~- 
ritance. 


Though Jofeph was one of the younger fons of Jacob, yet.- 
he was his eldeft by. his moft juft and beit beloved wife. Ra- 
chel; was himfelf Ais Deft beloved fon, and had. been the great>. 
eft ornament and. fupport of his family, kept. it from perifhing: 
in a time of famine, and had been the /hepherd and flone of L/- 
rael; and therefore his polterity were very much favoured by. 
the lot. ‘Their portion lay in the very heart of the land. of 
Canaan. Tt extended from Jordan in the eaft, ver. 1. to the 
fea, the Mediterranean fea, in the welt ; fo that it took up.the 
whole breadth of Canaan from. fide.to fide ; and, no quettion, 


. the-fruitfulnefs of the foil anfwered the bleflings both.of Jacob: 


and Mofes, Gen. xliv. 25,26. and Deut. BRR Ba. pod, 
The portions alloted to Ephraim and Manafleh are ‘not fo. 
particularly defcribed.as thofe of the other tribes :- We have 
only the limits and boundaries of them, not the particular cir 
ties in them, as before we had the citiesiof Judah,, and_after~ 


' wards thofe of the other tribes 3 for which. no reafon can: be 


_ affigned, unlefs.we. may. fuppofe, 


that. Jofhua. being himfclf of: 


_ the children of Jofeph, they referred it to-him alone to, diftri- 
- bute among them the-feveral cities that. lay, within. their, lot, 
' and therefore did not bring .in the -names of their.cities. to. the, 
- great council of their princes which fat upon. this affair; by. 
| which means it came to pafs that they were not inferted. with, . 
_ the reft in the books. 


5,4 And.the border: of. the: children. of E- 


| phraim, according to-their families, was. thus: 


even the-border of their inheritance onthe eaft-. - 
fide; was Ataroth-addar, unto Beth-horon the 
upper. 6 And the border went out toward the 
fea, to Michmethah on the north-fide, and, the 
border went about eaftward unto Taanath-fhi- 
loh, and paffed by it on the eaft to Janohah:: 
4 And it went down from Janohah, to Ataroth, 
and to Naarath, aud came to Jericho and went 
out at Jordan, 8 The border went out from. 


-'Tappuah weftward unto the river Kanah ;- and... 


the goings out thereof were at the fea. This: 


is the inheritance of the tribe of the children 


of Ephraim by their families. _9 And the fepa- 
rate cities for the children. of Ephraim were a- 
mong the inheritance of the children of Ma- . 


-naffeh, all the cities with their villages. 10 And 


they drave not out the Canaanites that dwelt . 
in Gezer: but the Canaanites dwell among the 


-Ephraimites unto this day, and ferve under tri- 


bute. . 
Here, 1. The border of the Jot of Ephraim is fet down, by 


“which it was divided on the fouth from Benjamin and Dan, | 


who lay between it and Judah, and on the north from Manaf- 
feh ; from eaft and welt, it reached from Jordan to the great 


| fea. The learned, who aim to be exaét in drawing the line 


"according 


$a 


according to the diredions, here find themfelves very much at 
a lofs, the defcription here being fhort’ and intricate. The 
report of thofe who in thefe latter ages have travelled thefe 
countries, will not ferve to clear thefe difficulties, fo vaftly un- 
like is it now to what it was then, Not only cities have been 
fo deftroyed, as that no mark or foot{tep of them remains ; but 
brooks are dried up, rivers alter their courfes, and even the 
mountain falling cometh to nought, and the rock is removed out of 
his place, Job xiv. 18. Unlefs I could hope to folve the 
doubts that arife upon this draught of the” border of Ephraim, 
it is to no purpofe to mention them. No doubt, they were 

' then perfectly underftood, fo as that the firft intention of record- 
ing them was effeCtually anfwered, which was to notify the 
ancient land-marks, which potterity mutt by no means. re- 
move. 

2. Some feparate cities are {poken of, that lay not within 

‘+ thefe borders, at leaft not if the line were drawn dire&t, but 
Jay within the lot of Manaffeh, ver. 9.3 which might better be 
read, and there were feparate cities for the children of Lphraim, 
among the inheritance of the children of Manaffeh ; becaufe it 
proved that Manaffch could {pare them, and Ephraim had need 
of them ; and it might be hoped, that no inconvenience would 
arife from this mixture of thefe two tribes together, who were 
both the fons of Jofeph, and fhould Jove as brethren. And by 
this it appears, that though, when the tribes were numbered 
in the plains of Moab, Manaffeh had got the {tart of Ephraim 
in number, for Manaffeh was then fifty-two thoufand, and E- 
phraim but thirty-two thoufand, Numb. xxvi. 34> 37-3 yet by 
that time they were well fettled in Canaan, the hands were 
croffed again, and the blefling of Mofes was verified, Deut. xxxiii. 
17. There are the ten thoufands of Ephraim, and there are the 
toufands of Manaffeh. Families and kingdoms are diminifh- 
ed and increafed, increafed and diminifhed again, as God plea- 
feth. 

3. A brand is put upon the Ephraimites that they did not 
‘drive out the Canaanites from Gezer, ver. 1 O.; either through 
-carelefinefs or cowardice ; either for want of faith in the pro- 
mife of God, that he would give them fuccefs, if they would 
make a vigérous effort; or the want of zeal for the command 
of God, which obliged them utterly to drive out the Canaanites, 
and to make no peace with them. And though ‘they hoped’ 
to fatisfy the law by putting them under tribute, yet (as Cal- 
vin thinks) that made the matter worfe ; for it fhews that they 
{pared them out of covetoufnefs, that they might be profited 
by their labours ; ‘and by deating with them for their tribute, 
they were in danger of being infeéted with their idolatry : Yet 
fome think, when they brought them under tribute, they obli- 
ged them to renounce their idols, and to obferve the feven 

' precepts of the fons of Noah; and I thould think fo, but that 
we find in the fequel of the ftory, that the Ifraelites were fo 


far from refraining idolatry in others, that they foon fell into 


it themfelves. 


Many famous places were within this lot of the tribe of E- | 


phraim, though not mentioned’ here. In it was Rama, Sa- 
muel’s city, called in the New Teftament Arimathea, of which 
Jofeph was that took care of our Sayiour’s burial ; and Shiloh, 
- where the tabernacle was firft fet up; Tirzah, alfo, the royal 
city of Jeroboam, and ‘his fucceffors. ‘Deborah’s palm-tree, 
under which fhe judged Lrael, was in this tribe. Samaria, 


built by Omri, after the burning of the royal palace at Tirzah, | 


was in this tribe, and was long the royal city of the kingdom 
of the ten tribes. Not far from it was Shechem, and the moun- 
tains, Ebal and Gerizzim, and Sychar, near which was Ja- 
cob’s well, where Chrift talked with the woman of Samaria. 
We read’ much of mount Ephraim in the ftory of the Judges, 


and of a city called Ephraim, it is probable, in this tribe to 


| 
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which Cheift retired, John xi. 54, The whole kingdom of 
the ten tribes is often in the prophets, efpecially in Hofea, cal- 
led Lphraim, : ‘ bbe’ 33 . 


¢ 


CH Ageia ee 


_ The balf-tribe of Manaofzh comes next to be provided for; 


and here we have, I. The families of that tribe that were 
to be portioned, ver. 1;>—6. II. The country that fell to 
their lot, ver. 7,—13. ILE. The goint requefi of the two 
tribes that defeended from Fofeph, for the enlargement of 
their lot, and Fofhua’s anfwer to that requefl, Ver. Thy 
—I6. ¥ 
HERE was alfo a lot for the tribe of Ma- 
nafleh, (for he was the firft-born of Jo- 
feph ;) to wit, for Machir the firft-born of Ma- 
naffeh, the father of Gilead: becanfe he was a 
man of war, therefore he had Gilead and Ba- 
fhan.. 2 There was alfo a Jot for the reft of the 
children of Manafieh by their families ; for the 
children of Abiezer, and for the children of 
Helek, and for the children of Afriel, and for 
the children of Shechem, and ‘for the children 
of Hepher, and for the children of Shemidah : , 
thefe were the male children of Manaffeh the 
fon of Jofeph, by their families. — 3 F But Ze 
lophehad the fon of Hepher, the fon of Gilead, 
the fon of Machir, the fon of Manaffeh, had no 
fons, but daughters: and thefe are the names 
of his daughters, Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah,, 
Milcha, and Tirzah.. 4 And they came-near. 
before Eleazar the prieft, and before Jofhua the 


fon of Nun, and before the princes, faying, The — 


Lorp commanded Mofes to give us an inheri= 
tance among our brethren : therefore according: 


.to the.commandment of. the Lor, he gave’ 


them an inheritance among the brethren of 


their father. .5 And there fell ten portions to | 


Manaifleh, befide the land of Gilead and Bafhan,. 
which were on the other fide Jordan; 6 Be 


caufe the daughters of Manaffeh had an inhe- 
-Titance among his fons: and the reft of Manag. - 


feh’s fons had the land of Gilead. 


7 


Manaffeh was itfelf but one half of the tribe of Jofeph, and. 


yet was divided and fubdivided. ee Maite 
[1.] It was divided into two parts, one already fettled on 


the other fide Jordan, who were the pofterity of Machir, ver, 
1. ‘This Machir was born to Manafieh in Egypt: There he | 
had fignalized himfelf as a man of war, probably in the ren- | 


counters that were between the Ephraimites and the men of 
Gath, 1 Chron. vii, 21. His warlike difpofition defended 


| to his pofterity; and therefore Mofes gave them Gilead and | 
Bafhan, on the other fide Jordan 3; of which before, chap, xiii, | 


31. Itis here faid, that the lot came from ] lanafleh ; for 
he was the firft-born of Fofeph. Bifhop Patrick thinks it fhould 
be tranflated, though he was the firft-born of Fofeph 3 a 

the meaning is-plain, that the fecond lot was for Man 


i 


Ephiaim before him. See the names 


/ 


becaufe, though-he was the firft-born, . ye Jacob had preferred 
Oh . es of thofe heads of the 
families that fettled on the other fide Jordan, 1 Chron. v. en ae 


* 


sy 
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(2.] That parton this fide Jordan was fubdivided into ten 
Families, ver..5. There were fix fons of Gilead here named, 
ver. 2. the fame that are recorded, Numb. xxvi. 20. only that 
he who is there called Feezer, is here called Adizzer. Five 
of thefe fons had each of them their portion ; the fixth, which 


was Hepher, had his male line cut off in his fon Zelophehad,— 


who left daughters only, five in number, of whom we have'of- 
ten read ; and thefe five had each of them a portion ; though 
perhaps, they claiming ‘under Hepher, all their five portions 
were but equal to one of the portions of the five fons: Or, if 


~ Hepher had other fons befides Zelophehad, in whom the name 
of his family was kept up, their pofterity married to the daugh- 


ters of Zelophehad the elder brother, and in their right had 
thefe portions affigned them. See Numb. xxxvi. 12. 

Mere is, r. The claim which the daughters of Zelophehad 
made, grounded upon the command God gave to Mofes con- 
cerning them, ver. 4. They had themfelves, when they were 
young pleaded their own caufe before Mofes, and obtained 
the grant of an inheritance with their ‘brethren ;. and now they 
would not lofe the benefit of that grant for want of {peaking to 
Jofhua, but {peedily put in their demand themfelves, as it fhould 
feem, and not their hufbands for them. 2. The aflignment of 
their portions according to their claim. Jothua knew very 


well what God had ordered in their cafe, and did not object, - 
that they having not ferved in the wars of Canaan, there was , 


_ no reafon they fhould: (hare in the poffeffions of Canaan, but 


‘to the children of Ephraim. — 9 


readily gave them an inheritance among the brethren of their father. 
And now they reaped the benefit of their own pious zeal and 
prudentforecaft inthis matter. Thus they who take care in the’ 
wildernefs of this world, to make fure to themfelves a place in 
the inheritance of the faints in light, will certainly have the 
comfort of it in the other world, while thofe that neglect it 
‘pow will lofe it for ever. 

7 4 And the coaft of Manaffeh was from 
Afher to Michmethah, that /ieth before She- 
chem, and the border went along on the right 
hand, unto the inhabitants of En-tappuah. 8 
New Manaffeh had the land of Tappuah’: but 
‘Fappuah on the border of Manaffeh belonged 
And the coaft 
defcended unto the river Kanah, fouthward of 
the river: thefe cities of Ephraim are among 
‘the cities of Manafleh: the coaft of Manafleh 
alfo was on the north-fide of the river, and the 
outgoings of it were at the fea. 10 Southward 
at was Ephraim’s, and northward it was Ma- 


 naffeh’s, and the fea is his border; and they 


Met together in Afher on the north, and in If 
fachar on the eaft.. 11 And Manafich had in 
Iffachar: and in Afher, Beth-fhean and her 
towns, and Ibleam and her towns, and the in- 


habitants of Dor and her towns, and the inha- 


bitants of En-dor and her towns, and the inha- ( 


= 
é 


bitants of Tanaach and her towns, and the in- 


habitants of Megiddo and her towns, even three _ 
countries. 12 Yet the children of Manafleh - 


could not drive out the znbabitants of thofe ci- 

ties, but the Canaanites would dwell in that 

Jand: 13 Yet it came to pafs when the child- 
eer Sie a 


J] 08 
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ren of Ifrael were waxen ftrong, that they put 
the Canaanites to tribute; but did not utter y 
drive them out. 


We have here a fhort account of the lot of this half-tibe. 
It reached from Jordan on the eatt to the great f-a on the 
welt ; on the fouth it lay all along contiguous to Ephraim, but 
on the north it butted upon Afher and Iffachar. Ather lay 
north-weft, and Iifachar north-eaft ; which feems to be the 
meaning of that, ver. 10. that they (i. e. Manafleh and E>h- 
raim, as related to it, both together making the tribe of Jo. 
feph) met in Afher on the noith, and Mfachar on the ealt; 
for Ephraim itfelf reached not thofe tribes. 

Some things are particularly obferved concerning this lot. 

4. That there was great communication ~between this tribe 
and that of Ephraim. The city of Tappuah belonged to Eph- 
raim but the country adjoining, to Manaffeh, ver. 8. There 
were likewife many cities of Ephraim that lay within the bor- 
der of Manaffeh, ver. 9.; of which before, chap. xvi. 9. 

2. That Manaffeh likewife had cities, with their appurte- 
nances, in the tribes of Iffachar and Afher, ver. 11.; God f 
ordering it, that though each tribe had its peculiar inheritance, 
which might not be alienated from™it, yet they fhould: thus in- 
termix one with another, to keep up mutual acquaintance and 
correfpondence between the tribes, and to give occafion for the 
doing of -good offices one to another, as became thofe, who, 
though different tribes, were all one Ifrael, and were bound to 
love as brethren> 

3- That they faffered the Canaanites to live among them, 
contrary to the command of God, ferving their own ends by 
conniving at them ; for they made them tributaries, ver. 12, 
13. The Ephraimites had done the fame, chap. Xvi. ro. and 
from them perhaps the Manaffites learned it, and with their 
example excufed themfelves in it. ' . . 

‘The moft remarkable perfon of this half-tribe in after time, 
was Gideon, whofe great actions were done within this lots 
He was of the family of Abiezer. Czfarea-was in this lot,- 
and Antipatris, famed in the latter ages of the Jewith State. 


14 And the children of Jofeph fpake unto 
Jofhua, faying, Why haft thou given me dut one 
lot and one portion to inherit, feeing I ama - 
great people, forafmuch as the Lorp hath blef. 
fed me hitherto? 15 And Jofhua anfwered 


them, If thou ée a great people, then get thee 


up to the wood-country, .and cut down for thy- 
felf there in the land of the Perizzites, and of 
the giants, if mount Ephraim be too narrow for 
thee. 16 And the children of Jofeph faid, 


~The hill is not enough for us: and all the Ca-. 


naanites that dwell in the land of the valley 
have chariotsof iron, both they who are of Beth- 
fhean and her towns, and they who are of the 
valley of Jezreel. 17 And Jofhua fpake unto 
the houfe of Jofeph, even to Ephraim, and to’ 
Manafieh, faying, Thou art a great ‘people, and 
haft great power: thou fhalt not have erie lot 
only. 18 But the mountain fhall be thine; 
for it 2s a wood, and thou fhalt cutit down ; 
and the outgoings of it fliall be thine: for 
thou fhalt drive out the Canaanites, though 

K they 


74 jos 
they have iron chariots, and though ey be 
ftrong. 


Here, [y.] The children of Jofeph quarrel with their lot 
Ifthey had any juft caufe to quarrel with it, we have reafon 
to think Jothua would have relieved them, by ‘adding to it, or 
altering it, which it doth not appear he did. It is probable, 
becaufe Jofhua ‘was himfelf of the tribe of Ephraim, they pro- 
mifed themfelves that they fhould have fome particular fayour 
fhewed them, and fhould not be confined to the decifion’ of 
the lot fo clofely as the other tribes: But Jofhua makes them 


know, that, in the di {charge of his offiee asa public perfon, he | 


bad no more regard to his own tribe than to any other, but 
would .adminifter impartially, without favour or affection ; 
wherein he has left an excellent example to all in public trufts. 
It was a very competent provifion that was made for them as 


much, for ought appears, as they were able to manages and’ ( 


yet they call it, in difdain dwt one lot, as if that which was.af, 
figned to them both was fearce fufficient for one. ‘The word 
for complainers (Jude ver. 16.) is peso biveosgos, blamers of their 
lot, like the children of Jofeph, who would have that altered, 


the difpofal whereof is from the Lord. Two things they ' 


fuggelt to enforce their petition for an augmentation of their 
_ dot. (1.) ‘That they were very numerous, through the blef- 
fing of God mpon them, ver. 14. J ama great people, for 
the Lord has blefed me; and we have reafon to hope, that he 
that hath fent mouths, willfend meat. J am a great people, 
and in fo fmall a lot fhall not have room to thrive. Yet ob- 
ferve, when they {peak thankfully of their prefent increafe, 
they do not {peak confidently of the continuance of it: The 
Lord has bleffed me hitherto, however he may fee fit to deal 
with me for the future. The uncertainty of what may be, 
wouft not make us unthankful for what has been, and is done 
in kindnefs to us. (2.) That agood part of that country 
which: was now fallen to their lot, was in the:haads of the Ca- 
» Maanites; and that they were formidable enemies, who brought 
into the field of battle obariots-of iron, ver. 16. i. e. chariots 
with long fithes faltened to the fides of them, or the axle-tree, 
which made great deftraétion of all that came in their way, 
mowing thern down like corn. They urge, that though they 
had a-good portion afligaed them, yet' it was in bad hands, and 
“they could not come to the poffelfion of it; wifhing to have 
_ their lot in thofe countries that were more thoroughly redu- 
ced than this ‘was. 
‘[2.] Jofhua endeavours to reconcile them to their lot. He 


owns they were a great people, and, being two tribes, ought ‘| 


to have more-than one Jot only, ver. 17; but tells them, that 
ewhat was fallen to their fhare, would be a fafficient Jot: fox 
~ them both, if they would but work and fight. hey defired 
alot in whieh they might indulge themfelves in eafe and lux- 
ury. No, faith Jofhua, you muft not count upon that. In 
the fweat of thy face fhalt thou eat bread, is a fentence in force 
even in Canaan itfelf. .He retorts their own argument, that 
they were a great people. 1f fo, you are the better able to 
_ help yourfelves, and have the lefs reafon to expect help from 
others. If thou ‘haft many mouths to be filled, thou haft 

twice as many heads to be employed; earn, and then eat. 
tify He bids them work for more, ver. 15. Get thee up 


to the qwood-country, which is within thy.own border, and let °|’ 


- all hands be fet on work to cut down the trees, rid the rough 
ands, and make them, with art and induftry, good arable 
grounds- Note, Many with for larger poffeffions, who do not 
cultivate and make the beft of what they have ; think the 
fhould have more’ talents-piven them, who do snot trade with 
‘thofe with which they are intrufted. Mboft people’s poverty is 
the effe& of their idlenefs ; would they dig, they need not : beg. 
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- try, to have. it near a RS teftimony ‘of I 


yy Some think there was an eye tothe name oh. 
being the’name by which the Mefhah was’ known in dyin = a 
_ cob’s prophecy, Gen. xlix. 10,3 which pa no  doxbty was: 


C&ap. xVva—n. 


adly He bids them fohe for more, ver. 14, 18; when ey 
pleaded that they could not come at the wood-lands he {poke 
of, becaufe in the valley between them and it there were Ca- 
naanites: whom they dur{t not enter the lifts with: Never fear 
them, faith Jofhua; thou haft God on thy fide, and thou halt 
drive out the Canaanites, if thou wilt fet out about it in good 
earneft, though they have iron chariots. We {traiten ourielves 
by apprehending the difficulties in the way of our enlargement 
greater than really they are. What can be infuperable to faith - 
and holy refolution? Seen fee 
CR Ale RVs 
In this chapter we have, 1. The fetting up of the tabernacle at 
Shiloh, ver. 1. Il. The ftirring up -of the feven tribes that 
were yet unfettled, to look after their lot, and the puiting of 
them tn a method for it by “Fofoua, ver. 25—7. IIL1. The: 
diftributing of the land into Jeven lots, by-certain men. employe: 
ed for that purpofe, ver. 8, 9. \W. The determining of thefe 
Jeven portions to the slaves sites yet unprovided for by lot, ver. 
10. V. The particular Jot of the tribe of Benjamin, the bor- 
ders of it, vet. 11,—20. And the cities contained in it, 
ver. 2 1,—28. The other fix tribes we we Joall best well feng 
vided for in the next chapter. ‘ 


ND the whole con gregation of the childeen 

of Ifrael aflembled together at Shiloh, and 
fet up the tabernacle of the congregation there; 
and the land was fubdued before LCS A eat ai 


In the midft of the ftory of the dividing the land; comes 


| ia this account ‘of: the fetting up of the tabernacle, ahioks: et 


hitherto continued in its old place, in the centre of their can 

But now three of the four fquadrons that ufed to furround - it 
in the wildernefs, were broken and diminifhed; thof2 of Ju- 
dah, Ephraim, and Reuben, by the removal of thofe tribes 
to their refpedctive pofleflions, and that of Dan only remained 


into a city. Many a time the priefts.< and ‘Levites had taken 


“it down, carried it, and fet it up again in the wildernefs,, agetsi 


cording to the direétions given them, ‘Numb. iv. 5, &e. 5 but’ 


now they mutt do it for good and all 3 not one of the flakes 


thereof mu{t any more be removed, nor any of the asi there- 
of broken, Ifa. xxxiii. 20. Obferve, 

Firft, The place to which the tabernacle was jee Sad 
in which it was fet up. 
phraim, but lying clofe upon the lot of Benjamin. | Doubtlefs 
God himfelf did fouie way or other dire&t thein to this. place ;- 
for he had promifed to chufe the place where he would make. 
his name to.dwell, Deut. xii. 11. It i is moft. probable, God 


of the country, nearer the centre than Jerufalem » was, and. 


of their camp in the wildernefs, and therefore muft now be 
the midft of their nation, as that which fandified the wh 
and was the glory i in the ae oft them. ‘See Phal. xlvi. 


who was now ise, chief hogiedde: ; esha “ whi 1 
his honour and convenience, and for the aca 


well. known ahlis the A 23 The f t ing. v 5 up 


It was Shiloh, a city in the lot bf E- Se 


made known his mind in this matter by. the ‘judgment of Urim.. 
~ "This place was pitched upon, (1.) Becaufe it was in the heart: 


therefore the more convenient for the meeting of all Ifraelthere- _ 
from the feveral parts of the country. Ithad been in the midft- 


i 


entire; it was time to think of removing the tabernacle itfelf 


~ afterwards in Salem was his temple, 


Chap. XVIII. 


in Shiloh gave them a hint, that in that Shiloh whom Jacob 
{poke of, all the ordinances of this worldly fan@uary thould 
have their accomplifhment in a greater and more perfec taber- 
nacle, Heb. ix. , tr. And Dr Lightfoot thinks, that the 
place where the tabernacle. was fet up, was. therefore called Shi- 
loh, becaufe of the peaceablenefs of the land at this time; as 
which alfo fignifies peace- 
able. . ; 

Secondly, The folemn manner of doing it. The whole con- 
gregation affembled together to attend the folemnity, to do ho- 


~ noyr to the ark of God, as the token of his prefence, and to 


bid it welcome to its fettlement. . Every Ifraelite was intereft- 


- ed in it, and therefore all teftified their joy and fatisfaction up- 


on this occafion. See 2 Sam. vi. 15. It is probable, thofe 


tribes that were yet incamped when the tabernacle was remo-. 


ved to Shiloh, decamped from Gilgal, and pitched about Shi- 


.foh; for every true Ifraelite will defire to fix there where 


Gad’s tabernacle fixeth.. Mention is made on this occafion of 


the land’s. being fubdued before them, to intimate, that the . 


country, hereabouts at leaft, being thoroughly reduced, they 
met with no oppofition; nor were apprehenfive of any danger, 
but thought it time to make this grateful acknowledgment of 


Gods goodnefs to them in the conftant feries of fuccefles with . 


which he had blefled them., It was a good prefage of a com- 
fortable fettlement to themfélves in Canaan, when their firft 
care was to fee the ark well fettled; as foon as they had a fafe 
place ready to fettle it in. Here the ark continued about three 
hundred and twenty-five years, till the fin of Eli’s houfe for- 
feited the ark, loft it, and ruined Shiloh; and its ruins were 


_ Jong after made ufe of as warnings to Jerufalem, Go, fee what 


 L£did to Shiloh, Jer. vii, 12. Pfal. Ixxviii, 60. - 
2 And there remained among the children 


of Ifrael feven tribes, which had not yet received 
their inheritance. 3 And Jothua faid unto the 
children of Lfrael, How long are you flack to go 


4 Give out from a- 


_ mong you three men for each tribe: and I will 


4 


and the boufe of Jofeph fhall abide in their . 


fend them, and they hall rife, and go through 


the land, and defcribe it according to the inhe- 


-vitance of them, and they fhall come again to 
me. 5 And they fhall divide it into feven parts: 


Judah fhall abide in their coaft on the fouth, 


7 OQ) set OK. 


~ of the Canaanites. 
: 4 ‘|. cities muft be rebuilt or repaired; they muft drive theirflocks 
to poffefs the land which the Lorp God of your | 
_ fathers hath given you? 


75 


and paffed through the land, and defcribed it 
by cities, into feven parts, in’a book, and came 
again to Jofhua to the hoft at Shiloh, 10 7 
And-Jothua caft lots for them in Shiloh, before 
the Lorp: and there fofhua divided the land 
unto the children of Ifrael according’ to their 


-divifions. : 


Here, Firft, Jofhua reproves thofe tribes who were yet un- 
fettled, that they did'not beltir themfelves to gain a /ettlement 
in the land which God had given them. Seven tribes were 
yet unprovided for ; though fure of an inheritance, yet uncer- 
tain where it fhould be, and, it feems, in no great care about 
it, ver. 2. And with them Jofhua’ reafoneth, ver. 3. How 
long-are ye flack? (1.) They were too well pleafed with their 
prefent condition, liked well enough to live in a body-toge- 
ther; the more the merrier; and, like the Babel-builders, had 
no mind to be fcattered abroad, and break good company. ‘The 
fpoils of the cities they had taken, ferved them to live plenti- 
fully upon for the prefent, and ‘they banifhed the thoughts of 
time to come. Perhaps the tribes of Judah and Jofeph, who 
had already received their inheritance in the countries next ad- 
joining, were generous in entertaining their brethren, who were 
yet unprovided for ; fo that they went from one good houfe to 
another among their friends ; with which, inftead of grudging 
that they were poftponed, they were fo well pleafed, that they 
cared not for going to houfes of their own. (2.) They, were . 
flothful and dilatory : It may be they wifhed the thing done, 
but had not fpirit to ftir in it, or move towards the doing of it, 
though it was fo much for their own advantage ; like the flug- 
gard, that Aides his hand in his bofom, and it grieves him to bring 
it to his mouth again. ‘The countries that remained to be di- 
vided lay at a diftance, and fome parts of them in the hands 
If they go-to take poffeffion of them,’ the 


and herds a great way, and carry their wives and» children to 
ftrange places; and this will not be done without care and 
pains, and breaking through fome hardfhips. Thus, he that 
obferveth the wind, fhall not fow ; and he that regardeth the 
clouds, Jball not reap, Eccl. xi. 4. Note, Many are diverted 
from real duties, and debarred from real comforts, by feeming 
difficulties. God, by his grace, *has given us a title to a good 
land, the heavenly Canaan ; but we are /lack to take\poffeffion ; 
we enter not into that reft as we might by faith, and hope, and 
holy joy ; we live not in heaven, as we might, by fetting our 


. affe€tions on things above, and having our converfation there. 


'coafts on the north. 6 Ye fhall therefore de- 
--  feribe the land inzo feven parts, and bring the 
 defcription. hither to me, that I may caft lots 
_ for you here before the Lorp our God. 7 But 
- the Levites have no part among you, for the 

-priefthood of the Loxp is their inheritance: and 

_ Gad, and Reuben, and half the tribe of Manaf- 
_  feh, have received their inheritance beyond Jor- 
_. dan on the eaft, which Mofes the fervant of the 
i Lorp gave them. 8 And the men arofe, 
_ and went away: and Jofhua charged them that 

_ went to defcribe the land, faying, Go, and walk 
through the land, and defcribe it, and come a- 
gain to me, that I may: here caft lots for you be- to, and'not only to the number of the cities, and extent of the 

ig fore the Lorp im Shiloh, 9 And the men went country. Judah is fixed on Pig fouth, and Jofeph on the dae 
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How tong fhall it be thus with us? How long fhall we thus 
ftand in ovr own light, and forfake our own mercies for lying 
vanities ? Jothua was fenfible of the inconveniencies of this de- 
lay, that while they neglected to take poffeflion of the land that 
was conquered, the Canaanites were recovering ftrength and 
fpirit, and fortifying themfelves in the places that were yet in 
their hands, which would make the total expulfion of them the _ 
*'more difficult. They would lofe their advantages by not’fol- 
lowing their blow. And therefore, as an eagle flirreth up her 
nef, fo. Jofhua ftirs them up to take poffeffion of their lot. He ~ 
is ready to do his part, if they-will but do theirs. ee 
Secondly, He puts them in a way to fettle themfelves. 1/, 
The land that remained muft be furveyed ; an account taken 
of the cities, and the territories belonging to them, ver. 4. 
Thefe muft be divided into feven equal parts, as near as they 
could guefs at their true value ; which they muft have an eye 


s 
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of Shiloh, to proteé&t the tabernacle, ver. 5 ; and therefore they 
peed not ‘defcribe their country, but thofe countries only that 
were yet undifpofed of. He gives a reafon, ver. 7. why they 
mu(t divide it into feven parts only, becaufe the Levites were 
t> have no temporal eftate, (as we fay,) but their benefices 
ovly, which were entailed upon their families. The prie/thead 
of the LoFd is their inheritance, and a very honourable, com- 
fortable, plentiful inheritance it was. Gad and Reuben, with 
half of the tribe of Manaflch, were already fixed, and needed 
not to have any further care taken ofthem. Now, (1.) The fur- 
¥2yors were three men out of each of the,feven tribes that were 
to be provided for, ver. 4. twenty-one in all; who perhaps, for 
greater expedition, becavfe they had already loft time, divided 
themfelves into three companies, one of each tribe in each com- 
pany, and took each their diltri& to furvey. The matter was 


thus referred equally, that there might be neither any partiality _ 


ufed in making up the feven lots, nor any umbrage of fufpicion 
given, but all might be fatisfied that they had right done them. 
(2.) The furvey was accordingly made, and brought in to Jo- 
fua, ver. 8,9. Jofephus faith it was feven months in the do- 
ing. And we muft in it obferve, 1. The faith and courage of 
the perfons employed. Abundance of Canaanites remained in 
the Jand, and all raging againit Ifrael as a bear robbed of -her 
whelps: ‘The bufinefs of thefe furveyors would foon be known, 
and what could they expect but to be waylaid, and have their 
brains knocked out by the rapparees ? But, in obedience to Jo- 
fhua’s command, and in dependance upon God’s power, they 
thus put their lives in their hands to ferve their country. 2. 
‘The good providence of God in protecting thim from the ma- 
ny deaths they were expofed to, and bringing them all fafe a- 
gain to the koft at Shiloh. When we are in the way of our 
duty, we are under the {pecial protection of the Almighty. 
2dly, When it was furveyed, and reduced to feven lots, then 
Jofhua would, by appeal to God, and direétion from him, de- 
termine which of thefe lots fhould belong to each tribe, ver. 6. 


That I may caf lots for you here at the tabernacle (becaufe it - 


was a facred tranfaGtion) before the Lord our God, to whom: 
each tribe muft have an eye, with thankfulnefs for the conve- 
. Miences, and fubmifion to the inconveniences of their allot- 


ment. What we have in the world we mutt acknowledge | 


God’s property in, and difpofe of it as before him, with jultice 
aad charity, and dependance upon Providence. ‘The heavenly 
Canaan is defcribed to us in a book, the book of the {criptures, 
and there is in it manfions and portions fufficient for all God’s 
fpiritual Tfrael. Chrift is our Jofhua that divides it to us ; on 
him we muft attend, and to him we mutt apply ourfelves for 
an inheritance with the faints in light. See John xvii. 2, Le 


11 4 And the lot of the tribe of the children of 


Benjamin came up according to their families : 


and the coat of their lot came forth between the 
children of Judah, and the children of Jofeph. 


12 And their border on the north-fide was from. 
Jordan, and the border went up to the fide of | 


Jf ericho, on the north-fide, and went up through 
the mountains weftward ; and the goings out 
thereof were at the wildernefs of Beth-aven. 
43 And the border went over from thence to- 
ward Luz, to the fide of Luz, (which ir Beth- 
el,) fouth-ward ; and the border defcended to 
Ataroth-adar, near the hill that lets on the 
fouth-fide of the nether Beth-horon. 14 And 
the border was drawn thence, and. compafled the 
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| of the children of Benjamin according to 


jamin, Pfal. Ixviii. 27. that needed the protection of gre 
foal 


| Judah in-an. adherence to the throne: of De id, 


| we need not be exact in the. explication 
} the fouth, and Jofeph on the north; fo i 
- and: Dan onthe weft. The weftera bor 


- 
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corner of the fea fouthward, from: the hill that 
lieth before Beth-horon fouthward; and the go- 


ings out thereof were at Kixjath-baal, (which is 


Kirjath-jearim,) a city of the children of Judah: 


This was the weft-quarter. 15 And the fouth-_ 


quatter-was from the end of Kirjath-jearim ; 
and the border went out on the weit,. and went 


out to the well of waters of Nephtoah. 16 And 


the border. came down to the end of the moun-- 
tain that /ieth before the valley of the fon of 
Hinnom, avd which’7s in the valley of the gi- 
ants on the north, and defcended to the valley 


of Hinnom, to the fide of Jebufi on the fouth, 
‘and defcended to En-rogel, 17 And was drawn 


from the north, and went forth to En-fhemefh, 


and went forth toward Geliloth, which zs over-— 
againft the going up of Adummim, and de-— 


{cended to the ftone of Bohan the fon of Ret-_ 


ben, 18 And paffed along toward the fide o- | 


ver-againft Arabah northward, and went down 
unto Arabah. sg And the border pafled along 


- to the fide of Beth-hoglah northward; and the _ 


outgoings of the border were at the north bay — 


4 


ae 


of the falt-fea, at the fouth-end of Jordan: This 


was the fouth-coaft. 20 And Jordan was the 
border of it on the eaft-fide. 
heritance of the children of Benjamin, by the - 
coafts thereof round about, according to their 
families. 


valley of Keziz, 22 And Beth-arabah, and 
Zemaraim, and Beth-el, 
Parah, and Ophrah, 
monai, and Ophni, and Gaba: twelve cities with 
their villages. 25 Gibeon, and Ramah, and 


23 And Avim, and 
24 And Chephar-haam- — 


This was the’in- — 


21:Now the cities of the tribe of the 
children of Benjamin, according to their fami-_ 
lies, were Jericho, and Beth-hoglah, and the 


Beeroth, 26 And Mizpeh, and Chephirah, and 


Mozah, 27 And Rekem, and Irpeel, and'Ta- 
ralah, 28 And Zelah, Eleph, and Jebufi, (which — 


is Jerufalem) Gibeath, avd Kirjath: fourteer 
cities with their villages. This zy the inherite 


familiésvil) 90k 2 ee PO te yee ae 


We have here the lot of the tribe of Benjamin, which Pion. 


vidence ca(t next to Jofeph on the one. hand, becaufe Benja- 
min was own and oniy brother to Jofeph, and was Jitile Ben 
feph, and yet had a bettér protector ; for the Lordy 
him all the day long, Deut. xxxiii. 22. 3 and next 
on the other hand, that this tribe. might hereafter, unite wit! 
vid, and the temple 
at Jerufalem. . ~ £4 95.5 
Here is, 1. The 


exact borders and. limit 


+ 


ce) 


er is faid to compa/s 
de the 


ae 


aad 


Chap. XIX. _ 


‘the corners of the fea fouthward, ver. 14. whereas no part of 
-the lot of this tribe came near to the great fea. _Bithop Pa- 
trick thinks the meaning is, that it rap along in a parallel line 


to the great fea, though at a diftance. Dr Fuller fuggelts, that © 
fince it is-not called the great fea, but only the jea, which often 


Se ah 3 +s 
fignifies any Jake or mire, it may be meant of the pooi of Gi- 


beon, which may be called a corner or canton of a fea: It is. 


called the great waters in. Gibeon, Jer. xli. £2. and it is com- 
pafled by the weftern border of this tribe. ; 
-- 2. The particular cities in this tribe, not all, but the moft 
confiderable. ‘T'wenty-fix are’ here named. Jericho-is put 
firft, though difmantled, and forbidden to be rebuilt as a city 
with gates and walls, becaufe it might be built and inhabited 
‘as a country-village, and fo was not ufelefs to this tribe. Gil- 
gal was in this tribe, where Ifracl firft encamped, and where 
Saul was made king, Sam. xi. 14. It was afterwards a ve- 
‘ry profane place, Hofvix. 15. ll their wickedne/s is in Gil- 
al. 
pass adhered to the houfe of David, yet Beth-el, it. feerns, was 
in the poffeflion of the houfe of Jofeph, Judg.i. 25. and there Jero- 
boam fet up one of his calves. Gibeon was in this tribe, where 


the altar was in the beginning of Solomon’s time, 2 Chron. i, © 


3- Gibeah likewife, that infamous place where the Levites’s 
concubine was abufed; Mizpeh, and. near it Samuel’s Eben- 
-ezer.; Anathoth alfo, Jeremiah’s city, were in this tribe; as 
was the northern part of Jerufalem. Paul was the honour of 
this tribe, Rom. xi. 1. Phil iii. 5,; but where his land lay, 
we know not; he fought the better country. . 


CHAP. XIx. 


Ln ihe defeription of the lats of Fudah and Benjamin, we have - 


an account both of the borders that furrounded them, and of the 
In that of Ephraim and Manafeh 


cities contained in them. 


we hawe the borders, but not the cities. In this chapter Simeon 


and Dan are. defcribed by their cities only, and. not their 
borders, because they lay very much within Fudah,efpetially: 


the former ; the rift have both their borders defcribed, and their 


cities. named, efpecially frontiers. Here is, (1.) The lot of 
Simeon, ver. 1,—9. (2-) Of Zebulun, ver. 10,—16. %3.) 
Of Ifachar, ver. 17,—23. (4-) Of Afker, ver. 24,—31. 

5.) Of Naphtal, ver. 32,—39. (6.) Of Dan, ver. 40,— 


te oe ‘Laftly, The inheritance affigned to Fofbua himfelf, and | 


his own family, ver. 49,—51. . 
_ & ND the fecond lot came forth to Simeon, 


‘[-& even for the tribe of the children of Sime-. 


on, according to their families: and. their in- 


heritance was within. the inheritance of the. 


children of Judah. 2 And they had. in their 
inheritance, Beer-fheba, and Sheba, and Mo-. 
‘ladah, 3 And Hazar-fhual, and Balah, and A- 
zem, 4 And Eltolad, and Bethul, and Hor- 
mah, 5 And Ziklag, and Beth-markaboth, and 


Hazar-fufah, 6 And Beth-lebaoth, and Sharu- 


- hen: thirteen cities and their villages. 7 Ain, 
Remmon, and Ether, and Athan: four cities. 
and their villages. $ And all the villages that 
were round about thefe cities, to Baalath-beer, 
- Ramath of the fouth. This 7s the inheritance. 

of the tribe of the children of Simeon, accord- 


ing to their families: 9 Out of the portion of. 
the children of Judah was the inheritance of the: 


Beth-el was inthis tribe, a famous place. Though Ben- , 


children of Simeon: for the part of the children 
of Judah was too much for them: therefore the 
children of Simeon had their inheritante within 
the inheritance of them. 


Simeon’s lot was drawn after Judah’s, Jofeph’s, and Benja- 
min’s, becaufe Jacob had put that tribe under difgrace; yet it 
is put before the -two younger fons. of Leah, and the three fons 
of the handmaids. Not one perfon of note, either judge or 
prophet, was of this tribe, that we know off 

1. The fituation of their lo, was within that of Judah, ver. 
r..and was taken from it, ver. 9. it feems they that firft fur- 
veyed the land, thought it bigger than it was, and that it would 
have held out, to give every tribe in proportion as large a {hare 
as they had carved out for Judah; but, upon a more {trict in- 
quiry, s¢-was found that it would aot reach, ver. 9. The part 
of the children of Fadab was too much for them, niore than they 
needed, and more, as it proved, than fell to their fhare. Yet 
God did not. by the lot jeffen it, but left it to their pradence _ 
and care afierwards~to difcover and rectify the miitake;. ~ 
which: when they did, (4.) The men of Judah did not oppoie — 


_ the taking away of the’ cities again, which by the firft diftribus 
r tion fell- within their border, when they were convinced that. 


they had more than their proportion. Ta all fuch cafes errors. 
muft be excepted, and a review admitted, if there be occafions 
Though, in {triétnefs, what fell to their lot was their right a- 
gainft all the world, yet they would! ‘not infift upon it, 
when it appeared that another tribe would want what they had 
to fpare. Note, We muft look. on the things of others, and. 
not on. our own only... The abundance of fome mutt fupply” 
the wants of others, that there may be fomething of an equa-- 
lity,. for which there may be equity where there is not law. 
(2.): That whieh: was thus’ taken: of from Judah to be put into» 
a: new. jot, Providence. directed to: the tribe of Simeon, that 
Jacod’s prophecy concerning this tribe might be fulfilled, J will” 
divide them in Facob. The cities of Simeon were fcattered in: 
Judah; with which tribe: they were furrounded on cither fide’ 
but on the fea. This brought them into a ‘confederacy with: 
the tribe of Judah, Judg. i, 3, and afterwards was a happy oc 
cafion. of the adherence of many of this. tribe to the houfe of 
David, at the time of the revolt of the ten:tribes to» Jeroboain, 
2 Chron. xv: 9. Out of Simeon they fell: to Afa’ in: abundance.’ 
It is good being in a good neighbourhood. 

z. The cities within their lot are here named? Beerfhieba,, 
or Sheba, for they feem to be. the fame place ; is.put firft ;. 
Ziklag is one of them which we. read of. in David’s ftory.. 
What courfe they took to enlarge their borders, and make room: 


- for themfelves, we find,.1 Chron..iv 30s KF60: 


ro | And the third lot came, up-for. the chil-- 
dren of Zebulun, according. to their families :, 
and.the border of. their inheritance: was unto: 
Sarid... 11 And. their border went up:toward. 
the fea, and: Maralah, and‘ reached to Dabba- 
fheth, and reached to the: river thats. before: 
Jokneam, 12.And turned from Sarid eaftward,  ~ 


toward the: fun-rifing, unto the border of Chi-- 
floth-tabor,. and. then: goeth. out to Daberath,, 


and‘ goeth up: to Japhia; 13: And’from thence: - 


pafleth'on along onthe eaft. to Gittah-hepher,,. 


to Ittah-kazin, and'goeth out to Remmon-me-. 


-thoar'to Neah.. 14 And:the border compafleth 
_it onthe north-fide to Hannathon: and theout- » 


going 


ye es 


goings thereof are in the valley of Jiphthahel ; 
15 And Kattath, and. Nahallal, and Shimron, 
and Idalah, and Beth-lehem: twelve cities with 
their villages. 16 ‘This zs the inheritance of the 
children of Zebulun according to their families, 
thefe cities with their villages. 


This is the lot of Zebulun, who, though born of Leah after 
Iffachar, yet was bleffed by Jacob and Mofes before him; and 


therefore it was fo ordered, that his lot: was drawn before that - 


of Iffachar, north of which it lay, and fouth of Ather. 
~1. The lot of this tribe-was wafhed by the great fea on the 


weit, and by the fea of Tiberias on the eaft, anfwering Jacob’s ° 


prophecy, Gen. xlix. 13. Zebulun shall be a haven of Jhips 3 
trading fhips on the great fea, and fifhing fhips on the fea of 
Galilee. 

2. Though there were fome places in this tribe which were 
made famous in the Old Teftament, efpecially mount Carmel, 
on which the famous trial was between God and Baal in Eli- 
jah’s time 5 yet it was made much more illuftrious in the New 


Teftament ; for within the lot of this tribe was Nazareth, 


where our bleffed Saviour fpent fo much of his time on earth, 


-and from which he was called Fefus of Nazareth; and mount 


Tabor, on which he was transfigured ; and that coaft of the 


fea of Galilee on which Chrift preached fo many fermons, and - 


wrought fo many miracles. 


17 F And the fourth lot came out to Ifa- 


char, for the children of Iffachar, according to 


their families. 18 And their border was fo- 
ward Jezreel, and Chefulloth, and Shunem, 
“1g And Hapharaim, and Shihon, and Anaha- 
~-rath, 20 And Rabbith, and Kifhion, and Abez, 
21 And Remeth, and En-gannim, and En-had- 
-<dah, and Beth-pazzez: 22,And the coaft reach- 
eth to Tabor, and Shahazimah, and Beth-fhe- 
-mefh; and the outgoings of their. border were 
at Jordan: fixteen cities with their villages. 


23 This zs the inheritance of the tribe of the — 
children of Iffachar, according to their families, — 


the cities and their villages. _ 


The lot of Iffachar ran from Jordan in the eaft, to the great 
fea in the weft, and Manafleh of the fouth, and Zebulun on 
the north. A numerous tribe, Numb. xxvi. 25. 
of the judges was of this tribe, Judg. x. 1.3; fo was Baatha, 


one of the kings of Ifrael, « Kings xv. 27. The moft confi- - 


-derable places in this tribe were, (1.) Jezreel, in which was 
Ahab’s palace ; and near it Naboth’s vineyard. (2.) Shunem, 
where lived the good Shunamite that entertained Elifha. (3.) 


The river of Kifhon, on the banks of which, in this tribe, Si- 


fera was beaten by Deborah and Barak. (4.) The mountains 
-of Gilboah, on which Sanl and Jonathan were flain, which were 
not far from Endor, where Saul confulted the witch. (5.) 
The valley of Megiddo, where Jofiah was flain, near Hadad- 


rimmon, 2 Kings xxiii. 29. Zech. xii, rr. 


24 F And the fifth lot came out for the tribe 


o of the children of A ther, according to their fa- 
milies. 25 And their border was Helkath,and 
~Hali, and Beten, and Achfhaph, 26 And A- 


Jammelech, and Amad, and Mifhael; and reach- a: 
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their.” neve : 
| 32 & The fixth lot came’ out to the children 
_of Naphtali: ewen for the children of Naphtali 
according to their families. 33 And their coaft 
was from Heleph, from Allon to Zaahannim, 


Tola, one . 


“math, Rakkath, and Cinnereth, 36 And Ad 
mah, and Ramah, and Hazor, 37 And Kade 
‘and Edrei, and Enhazor, 38 And Iron, and Z 


- 
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* 


eth to as | weftward, and to Shihor-libnath, 


247 And turneth toward the fun-rifing to Beth-— 
‘dagon, and reacheth to Zebulun, and to the 


valley of Jiphthah-el, toward the north-fide of 
Beth-emek, and Neiel, and goeth out to Cabul 
on the left hand, 28 And Hebron, and Rehob, 
and Hammon, and Kanah, even unto great Zi- 
don: 29.And then the coaft turneth to Ramah, 
and to the ftrong city Tyre, and the coaft turn- 


_ eth to Hofah; and the outgoings thereof are at 


the fea from the coaft to Achzib.. 30 Ummah 
alfo, and Aphek, and Rehob: twenty and two 
cities with their villages. 31 This is the inhe- 
ritance of the tribe of the children of A ther, ac- 
cording to their families, thefe cities with their 
villages. . ie rea 

The lot of Afher lay upon the coaft of the great fea. We 
read not of any famous perfon of this tribe, but Anna the pro- 


phetc{s, who was.a conitant refident in the temple, at the time - 


of our Saviour’s birth, Luke ii. 36.5 nor were there many fa- 
mous places in this tribe. Aphek, méntioned, ver. 32. was 
the place near which Benhadad was beaten by Ahab, 1 Kings 
XX. 30. But clofe adjoining to this tribe were the celebrated 


| fea-port towns Tyre and Sidon, which we read fo much of. 


Tyre is called here the //rong city, ver. 29.; but Bifhop Pa- 
trick thinks it was not the fame Tyre which we read of after- 
wards ; for that was built on an ifland; this old {trong city on 


{ the continent. ~ And it is conjectured. by fome, that into thefe 


two ftrong holds, Sidon and ‘I'zor, or T'yre, many of the péo- 
ple of Canaan 


and Adami, Nekob, and Jabneel unto Lakum: 


and the outgoings thereof were at Jordan. 34 


And then the coait turneth weftward to Aznoth- 
tabor, and goeth out from thence to Hukkok, 


and reacheth to Zebulun on the fouth-fide, and 


reacheth to Afher on the weft-fide, and to. u- 
dah upon Jordan toward the fun-rifing: 35 And 
the fenced cities ure Ziddim, Zur, | and Ham- 

_Ada- 


T 


Migdal-el, Horem, and Beth-anath, and 
fhemiih: nineteen cities with their 


2 of the 


fled, and took fhelter | when Jofhua invaded _, 


ee 
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weft, and Judah upon Jordan, probably a city of that name, 
and fo diftinguifhed from the tribe of Judah; on the eaft. “It 
was in the lot of this tribe, near the waters of Merom, that Jo- 
fhua fought and routed Jabin, chap. xi. 1, &¥c. In this tribe 
ftood Capernaum and Bethfaida, on the north end of the fea of 


’ Tiberias, in which Chrift did fo many mighty works; and~ 


_ the mountain (as is fuppofed) on which Chrift preached, Mat. 
Ve Ie : . 

40 And the feventh lot came out for the tribe 
of the children of Dan, according to their fami- 
lies. 47 And the coaft of their inheritance was 
Zorah, and Efhtaol, and tr-fhemeth, 42 And 
Shaalabbin, and Ajalon, and Jethlah, 43 And 
Elon, and Thimnathah, and Ekron, 44 And 
Eltekeh, and Gibbethon, and Baalath, 45 And 
Jehud, and Beneberak, and:Gath-rimmon, 46: 
And Me-jarkon, and Rakkon, with the border 


before Japho.: 47 And the coaft of the chil- 


dren of Dan: went out too little for them: there- 


fore the children of Dan went up to fight a- 


gainft Lefhem, and took it, and {mote it with 
the edge of the fword, and poffeffed it, and 
dwelt therein, and 
the name of Dan their father. 48 ‘This is the 
inheritance of the tribe of the children of Dan, 


» Villages... - : 

Dan, though commander of one of the four {quadrons of the 
camp of Ifrael in the. wildernefs, that which brought up the 
rear; yet was laft provided for in Canaan ; and his lot fell in 


according to their families, thefe cities with their. 


the fouthern part of Canaan, between Judah on the eaft, and- 


the land of the Philiftines on the weft ; Ephraim on the north, 

and Simeon on, the fouth. Providence ordered this numerous 

and puiffant tribe into a.poft of danger, as beft able to deal with 
_ thofe vexatious neighbours the Philiftines; and fo it was found 

in Samfon.: ee ; 

Here is 1. An: account-of what fell‘to this tribe by lot. Zo- 
- vahand Efhtoal, and the camp of Dan thereabouts, we read of 
in the ftory-of Samfon, -And near there was the valley of Efh- 
col, whence the {pies brought the famous bunch of grapes, Ja- 


pho, or. Joppo, was in this lot. Si " 

_ 2s An account of what they got by their. own induftry and 
valour, which is mentioned here, ver. 47.; but related at large, 

wild gcxvili. 75. bots! 4 alee ae, 


49 J} When they had made an end of divi: | 


- ding the land for inheritance by their coafts, the 
children of Ifrael gave an inheritance to Jofhua 
the fon of Nun, among them: 50 According 


to the word of the-Lorp, they gave him the ci- ° 


_ ty which he afked, even Timnath-ferah in mount 
Ephraim:- and he: built the city, and dwelt 
therein. 51 Thefe are the inheritances which 
Eleazar the prieft, and’Jofhua the fon of Nun, 
and the heads of the fathers-of the tribes of the 


_ children, of Ifrael, divided for.an inheritance by 


~ lot, in Shiloh, before the Lorn, at the door of 


the tabernacle~of the congregation: f{o.they. 


- made an end of dividing the country, - 
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-felf and his family: 


galled Lefhem, Dan, after 


, 79 


Before this account of the dividing of the land is folemaly 
clofed up, in the la{t verfe, which intimates that the thing was 
done*to the fatisfaction of all, here is an account of the particu- 
lar inheritance afigned to Jofhua. 

t. He was laft ferved, though the eldeft and greateft man 
of all Hrael, and who, having commanded in the conqueft of 
Canaan, might have demanded the firft fettlement in it'for him- 
But he would make it to appear, that, in 
all he did, .he fought the good of his country, and-not any pris 
vate intereft of his own. He was content to be unfixed till 
he faw them all pleafed ; and herein is a great example to all in 
public places, to prefer the common welfare before their parti- 
cular fatisfaction.. Let-the public firft-beferved, 

2. He had his lot according to the word of the Lords ‘Xt: 
is probable, when God, by Mofes, told Caleb what inheritance 
he fhould have, Jofh. xiv. 9. he’ gave the like promife to Jo- 
fhua, which he had an eye to in’ making his eleCtion ; which 
made his portion doubly pleafant,.that he had it, not as the ref, . 
by common providence, but.by {pecial promife. y 

3. He chofe it in mount-Ephraim,. which belonged to his . 
own tribe, with which thereby he put himfelfin common, when : 
he might by prerogative have chofen.his inheritance-in fome o- 
ther tribe, as fuppofe that of Judah, and thereby haye diftin 
guifhed himfelf from them. Let no man’s preferment.or ho- 


‘nour make him afhamed of: his family or couatry, or ef{trange 
~ him from it. 


_Yaim, and Jofhua would forecaft not to be fat from that. 


The tabernacle was fet. up in the lot of Eph- 


4. The children of Hrael are {aid to. give it him, ver. 49.3: 
which {peaks his humility, that he would not take it to himfelf” 
without the people’s confent and approbation; as if he would 
thereby own himfelf, though major /ingulis, yet. minor univerfis; 
and would-hold even the eftate of his family, under. God, by . 


~ the grant of the:people. 


5. It was a city that «mutt be: built before'it-was. fit’ to be - 


- dwelt in; while others dwelt in houfes which they builded 


not. Joflrua muft build for himfelf, that he might be a pattern . 
of induftry, and, contentment with mean things; fuch build- 

ings as he could haftily run up, without curiofity or -magnifi- - 
cence. Our Lord Jefus thus came and ¢/welt among us, not in . 
pomp, but poverty ; providing reft for ‘us, yet himfelf not ha- - 


ving where to lay his head... Even Chrift. pleafed not himfelf. 


Citic APS “sx? 


This faort chapter is concerning the cities of refuge, which « 


we oficn read of in the writings of Mofes ; but this is the - 
loft ttme that we find mention of them, for now that mat - 
ter was thoroughly fettled. Here is, (t.) The law God * 
gave concerning them, ver. 1,--6. (2.). The people's de= - 
Jignation of the particular cities for that ufe, ver. 7,—Qs > 
And this remedial law was a figure of good things to come. 


HE Lorp alfo fpake unto. Jofhua, faying, . 

2. Speak to the children-of Hrael, faying, » | 
Appoint out for you cities of refuge, whereof L- 
{pake unto you by-the hand of Mofes:' 3 That - 


the flayer that killeth any perfon unawares and 
‘unwittingly, may flee thither: and they {hall . 


be yourzefuge from the avenger of .blood.* 4 
And when he that..doth flee unto one of thofe - 
cities, fhall ftand-at the entering of the gate of © 
the city; and {hall declare his caufe inthe. ears. 


_ of the elders of that city; they fhall take him - 


into the city unto them, and give him a place 
that he may dwell among them, 5 And if. 
the= - 
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the avenger of blood purfueafter him, then they 
thall not deliver the flayér up into his hand: 
becaule he fmote his neighbour unwittingly, 
and hated him not beforetime. 6 And he thall 
dwell in that city, until he ftand before the 
congregation for judgment, and until the death 
of the high prieft that fhall be in’ thofe days: 
then fhall the flayer return and come unto his 
own city, and unto his own houfe unto the city 
from whence he fled. 


Many things were by the law of Mofes ordered to be done 
when they came to Canaan, and this among the ret, the ap- 
pointing of fanctuaries for the proteéting of thofe that were 
guilty of cafual murder; which was a privilege to all Ifrael, 
fince no man could be fure but fome time or other it might 
be his own cafe; and it was for the interef{t of the land, that 
the blood of an innocent perfon, whofe hand only was guilty, 
but not his heart, fhould not be thed, no not by the avenger of 
blood. OF this law God here minds them, which was fo 
much for their advantage, that they might mind themfelves of 
the other laws he had given them, which concerned his ho- 
nour. 
[1.] Orders are given for the appointing of thefe cities, 
(ver. 2.)5 and very feafonably at this time when the land was 
newly furveyed, and fo they were the better able to divide the 
coafts of it into three parts, as God had dire@ed them, in or- 
-der to the more convenient fituation of thefe cities of refuge, 


Deut. xix. 3.; yet, it is probable, it was not done till after the 
Levites had their portion, afligned them in the next chapter, 
As? 


becaufe the cities of refuge were all to be Levites cities. 
foon as ever God had given them: cities of reft, he bid them 


appoint cities of refuge, to which they, none of them, knew but 


‘they might be glad to efcape “Thus God provided not only 
for their eafe at all times, but for their fafety in times of dan- 
ger: And fuch times we mutt expect and prepare for in this 


world. And it intimates what God’s fpiritual Ifrael haveand 4 


fhall haye in Chrift and ‘heaven, not only reft to repofe them- 
felves in, but refuge to fecure themfelves in. 


ken of in the law of Mofes, and fo much care-taken about 

~ them, when the intention of them might have been effectually 
' anfwered, as it is in our law, by authorifing the courts of 
_ Judgment to prote& and acquit the manflayer in all thofe' ca- 
fes wherein he was to haye privilege of fanétuary, if they were 
not defigned to typify the relief which the gofpel provides for 

_ poor penitent finners, and their proteGtion from the curfe of the 
_ law, and the wrath of ‘God, in our Lord Jefus, to whom be- 


‘levers fee for refuge, Heb. Vi, 18.5 and in whom they are - 


found, Phil. iii. 9. as in’a fan@uary, where they are privileged 
from arrefts, and there is now no condemnation to them, Rom, 
- Vill. 1. . 


The Jaws in this matter we had before, Numb. 
&c. where they were opened at large. 
1 ff, It is fuppofed that a man might poflibly kill a_perfon, 
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it, may be his own child, or deareft friend, unawares and un-. 
-wittingly, ver. 3. not only whom he hated not, but whom he 


‘truly loved, beforetime, ver. 5.3 for the way of man is not in 
himfelf. What reafon have we to thank God, who has kept 


us both from flaying;and from being flain by accident? In 
this cafe it is fuppofed, that the relations of the perfon flain> 


‘would demand the life of the flayer, in fatisfection to that-ane 


a 


in And we cannot. 
think, thefe cities of refuge fhould be fo often and fo much fpo- | 


f2.] In{trudtions are given for the ufing of thefe cities. | 
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cient law, that cwho/o fheds man’s blood, by man foal bis blood. 
be fhed, Yous 2 


2dly, It is provided, that if, upon trial, it appeared that the 
murder was done purely by accident, and not by defign, either: 
upon an old gradge or a fudden paflion, then the flayer fhould 
be theltered from the avenger of blood in any one of thele - 
cities, ver. 4,6. By this law he was ‘entitled to a- dwelling. 
in that city, was taken into the care of the government of it, 
but was confined to it, as a prifoner at large; only, if he fur- 
vived the high-prie(t, then, and not till then, he might retivn 
to his own city. And the Jews fay, if he died before the 


‘high-prieft in the city of his refuge and exile, and was buried. 


there, yet, at the death of the high-prieft, his bones fhould be: 
removed, with refpect,.to the place of his fathers fepulchres. 


74 And they appointed Kedefh in Galilee 


in mount Naphtali, and Shechemin mount Eph- 


raim, and Kirjath-arba (which 7s Hebron) in the 
mountain of Judah. 8 And on the other fide — 
Jordan by Jericho eaft-ward, they affigned Be-_ 
erin the wildernefs upon the plain, out of the 
tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead out of 
the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bafhan out of 


| the tribe of Manafleh. 9 Thefe were the cities 


appointed for all the children of Irael, and for. 
the ftranger that fojourneth among them : that 
whofoever killeth any perfon at unawares, might — 
flee thither, and not die by the hand of the a- 


venger of blood, until he ftood before the con- . 
“ gregation. ee 3 ape 


__ ‘We have here the nomination of the cities of refuge ‘ih the 

"land of Canaan, which was done by the advice and authority - 
_ of Jofhua and the princes, ver. 7.; and upon cccafion of the — 
“mention of this, is repeated the nomination of the other three” 


If they were fan@uaries, it. Was proper to. a 
fanetified 


God’s ttibe, making them judges in thofe cafes 
Providence was fo nearly concerned,.and prote 
fed innogency. It, was alfo a kindnefs to th pe 
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be to a Levite city, where he may, ifhe will, improve his 

time. - ot Hae E 
» 4.’ Thefe cities were upon hills, to be feen afar off; for a 
city on a hill cannot be hid; and this would both dire@ and 
encourage the poor diftreffed man that was making that way ; 
and though therefore his way at la(t was up-hill, yet this would 

» comfort him, that he would be in his place of fafety quickly, ' 
. and if he could but get into the fuburbs of the city, he was 

wellenough.. . et 

- g- Some obferve a fignificancy in the names of thefe cities 


_ ~ with application to Chrift our refage. I delight not in quib- 


bling upon names, yet am willing-to take notice of thefe, 
" Kedeth fignifies holy ; and our refuge is the holy Jefus. She- 
chem, a fboulder ; and the government is upon his. fhoulder. 
Hebron, fellow/bip; and believers are called into the fellow- 
thip of Chrift Jefus our Lord. Bezer, a fortification ; for he 
is a ftrong hold to all them that truft in him. Ramoth, high 
or exalted ; for him hath God exalted with his own right hand. 
Golan, joy or exaltation; for in him all the faints are juttified, 
and fhall glory. ve ee 
Lafily, Befides all thefe, the horns of the altar, wherever 
it was, were a refuge to thofe who took hold on them, if the 
crime were fuch as that fanétuary allowed. “This is implied’ 
in that law, Exod. xxi. 14. that a wilful murderer fhall. be 
taken from God’s altar to be put to death. And we find the 
altar ufed for this purpofe, 1 Kings i. so. ii, 28. Chrift is 
our altar, who not only fanétifies the gift, but protects the 
giver. Fae th 
et rs ot OE APs MKT, 
It had been often faid that the tribe of Lew fhould have no 
inheritance with their brethren; no particular part of the 


- country affigned them, as the other tribes had, no not the 4 
_ country about Sbiloh, which one would have expetted 


 foould have been appropriated to them as the lands of the 
church: but though they were not thus caft into a coun- 

try by themfelves, it appears, by the provifion made for 
them in this chapter, that.they. were no lofers, but the reft 

: of the tribes were very much gainers by their being difper- 
_ fed. We bave here, 1, The motion they made to bave 
their citics affigned them, according ta God’s appointment, 
wer, 1,2. Il. The nomination of the cities accordingly 
owt of the feveral tribes; and the difributicn of them to 
« the refpeCive families of this tribe, yer. 3,—8. III. 4 
catalogue of the cities, forty-eight in all, ver. 9,—42. 


IV. 4 receiptentered in full of all that God bad promifed . 


to bis people Ifrael, ver. 43,—45. 
] ‘HEN came near the heads of the fathers 
_ § of the Levites unto Eleazar the prieft, and 
unto Jofhua the fon of Nun, and unto’the heads 
of the fathers of the tribes of the children of 
Ifrae]. 2 And they fpake unto thém at Shiloh 
in the land of Canaan, faying, The Lorp com- 
_manded by the hand of Moles, to give us cities 
to dwell in, with the fuburbs thereof for our 
cattle. 3 And the children of Hrael gave un- 
to the Levites out. of their inheritance, at the 
commandment of the Lorn, thefe cities and 
their fuburbs. 4 And the lot came out for the’ 
_ families of the Kohathites: and the children of 
_ Aaron the prieft, which were of the Levites, 
“had by lot, out of the tribe of Judah, and out: 
of the tribe of Simeon, and out of the tribe of 
. PoE avowed, . 


- 
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Benjamin, thirteen cities. 5 And the reft-of 
the children of Kohath bad by lot, out of the 
families of the tribe of Ephraim, and out of the 
tribe of Dan, and out of the half-tribe of Ma- 
nafieh, ten cities. 6 And the children of Ger- 
fhon bad by lot out of the families of the tribe 
of Iffachar, and out of the tribe of Afher, and 
out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the 
half-tribe of Manafleh in Bafhan, thirteen ci- 
ties. 7 The children of Merari by their fami- 
lies, had out of the tribe of Reuben, and out of 
the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebu- 
lun, twelve cities. 8 And the children of Ii- 
rael gave by lot unto the Levites thefe cities — 
with their fuburbs, as the Lorp commanded by 
the hand of Mofes. - \ : 


Here is, [1.] The Levites petition prefented to the gene- 
ral convention of the ftates, now fitting at Shiloh, yer, 1, 2. 
Obferve, : te oe 
_ iff, They had not their lot affigned them, till they made 
their claim. There is an inheritance provided for all’ the 
faints, that royal priefthood ; but then they mutt petition for 
it: Ak, and it fhall be given you.. Jofhua had quickened the 
reft of the tribes, who were flack, to put in their claims; but 
the Levites may be fuppofed to know their duty and intereft 
better than the reft ; and were therefore forward in this mat- 
ter, when it came to their turn, without being called upon. 
They build their claim upona very good foundation ; not. their 
own merits or fervices, but the divine precept: The Lord 
commanded by the hand of Mofes to give us citics ; commanded 
you, to grant them, which implied a command to us’ to 
afk them.’ Note, The maintenance of minifters is not an” 
arbitrary thing, left purely to the good will of the people, 
who may let them ftarve if they pleafe: no; as the edger 
Iftael commanded that the Levites fhould be well provided for, 
‘fo hath the Lord Jefus, the. King of the Chriftian church, 
ordained, and a perpetual ordinance it is, that they which 
‘preach the gofpel, foould live of ihe gofpel, 1 Cor. ix. 14. and 
fhould live comfortably. _ 

2dly, They did not make their claim till al] the reff of the 
tribes were provided for; and then they did it immediately. 
There was fomething of reafon for it: every tribe mutt firit 
know their own, elfe they would not know what they 
gave the Levites ; and fo it could not be fuch a reafonable fer- 
vice as it ought to be. But it is alfo an inftance of their hu- 
mility, modefty, and patience, (and Levites fhould be exam- 
ples of thefe, and other virtues), that they were willing to be 
ferved laft, and they fared never the worfe for it: Let not 
God’s minifters complain, if at any time they find themfelves 
poftponed in mens thoughts and cares; but let them make fure 
the favour of God, and the honour that comes from him; 
aod then they may well enough afford to bear the flights and 
neglects of men. - “ ‘ 
_ (2.] The Levites petition. granted immediately, without 
any difpute, the princes of Ifrael being perhaps afhamed that 
they needed to be called upon in this matter, and that the 
‘motion had not been made among themfelves for the fettling 
of the Levites.: : i: sre: 

£/t, The children of Ifrael are faid to give the cities for the 
Levites. God had appointed how many they fhould-be in all, 
forty-eight. It is probable, Jofhua and the princes, upon’con-. © 
fideration.of the extent and value of the lot.of each tribe as it 
q ” Was 


‘ 
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was laid before them, had appointed how many cities fhould 
be taken out of each; and then the fathers of the feveral tribes 
themfelves agreed which they fhould be ; and therefore are faid 
to give them, as an offering to the Lord. So God had ap- 
pointed, Numb. xxxv. 8. £very one foall give of his cities to 
the Levites. Here God tried their generofity, and it was 
found to praife and honour ; for it appears, by the following 
catalogue, that the cities they gave to the Levites, were ge- 
nerally fome of the beft and moft confiderable in each tribe. 


And it is probable, they bad an eye to the fituation of them, » 


taking care they fhould be fo difperfed, as that no part of the 
country {hould be too far difperfed from a Levites city. 
_ 2dly, They gave them at the commandment of the Lord, 
i. ¢, with an eye to the command, and in obedience to it, 
which was it that fanctified the grant. They gave the num- 
ber that God commanded; and it was well that matter. was 
~fettled, that the Levites might not afk more, nor the Ifraelites 
offer lefs. ‘They gave thena alfo with their fuburbs, or glebe- 
Jands, belonging to oe A many cubits by meafure from the 
walls of the city, as Go 
§+3 and did not ‘go about to cut them fhort. 
gdly, When the forty-eight cities were pitched upon, they 
were divided into four lots, as they lay next together, and 


then by lot were determined to the four feveral families of the” 


tribe of Levi. When the Hfraclites had furténdered the cities 
into the hand of Ged, ‘he would himflf have the diftributing 
of them among his fervants. (1.) The family of Aaron, who 


were the only priefts, had to their fhare the thirteen cities that 
were given by the tribes of Judah, Simeon, ahd Benjamin, 
ver. 4. God in wifdom. ordered it thus, that though Jerufa. _ 


lem itfelf was none of their cities, it being as yet in the pof- 


feflion of the Jebufites; and thefe generous tribes would 
not mock the Levites, who had another. warfare to mind, | 


with a city that muft be recovered by the fword before it 


could be enjoyed; yet the cities that fell to their lot, were | 


thofe which lay next to Jerufalem; becaufe that was to be, in 
procefs of time, the holy city, where their bufinefs would 
ce lie. (2.) The Kohathite Levites (among whom were the 
po! 


erity of Mofes, though never diftinguifhed from them) had — 


the cities that lay in the lot of Dan (which lay next to Jue 
dah), and in that of Ephraim, and the half-tribe of Manafleh 
_ (that lay next to Benjamin). So they who defcended from’ 
' Aaron’s father joined neareft to Aaron’s fons. (3.) Gerfhon 
_ was the.eldeft fon of Levi; and therefore, though the young- 
er houfe of the Kohathites was preferred before his, yet his 
children had the precedency of the other family of Merari, 
ver. 6. (4.) The Merarites, the youngeft houfe, had their 
fot laft, and it lay furtheft off, ver. 7. “The reft of the fons 
of Jacob had a lot for every tribe only ; but Levi, God’s tribe, 
_~ had a lot for each of its families; for there is a particular pro- 
vidence direéting and attending the removes and fettlements of 
minilters, and appointing where they fhall fix who are to be 

. the lights of the world. 


g 4 And they gave out of: the tribe of the 
children of Judah, and out of the tribe of the 
children of Simeon, thefe cities which are bere 
meftioned by name, 10 Which the children 
of Aaron, being of the families of the Kohath- 
ites, who were of the children of Levi, had: 
_. Cor theirs was the firft'lot). x1 And they gave 

‘them the city of Arba, the father of Anak 
(which city is Hebron), in the hill-cowntry of 

Judah, with the fuburbs thereof round about it.. 


pen 


had commanded, Numb. xxxv. 4, 


| dor with her fuburbs, a 


| unto the families of the c’ 


ar iAy- 


12 But the fields of the city, and the. villages 


fhan with her fuburbs, to dé a city o! uge 
for the flayer: and Beefh-terah with her fu 
urbs: two cities. 28 And out of the tr 
Iffachar, Kifhon with her fuburbs, D 
-with her fuburbs, 29 Jarmuth with her 
Engannim with her fuburbs: four ci 


a city of refuge for the flayer : a 


| urbs: three .cities, “33 All 
Gerfhonites, according to 1 
thirteen cities with their 


* 
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reft nat the Levites, out of the tribe of Lebulun, 
' Sa her fuburbs, and Kartah with 
ner fuburbs. 35 Dimnah ‘with her fuburbs, 
Nahalal with her fuburbs: four cities. 36 And 


‘out of the tribe of Reuben, Bezer with her 


‘fuburbs, and Jahazah with her fuburbs, 37 Ke- 
‘demoth with her fuburbs, and Mephaath with 
her fuburbs: four cities. 38 And out-of the 
‘tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with her fub- 
“urbs, to be a city of refuge for the flayer: and 
Mahanaim with her fuburbs, 39 Hefhbon with 
~ her fuburbs, Jazor with her fuburbs: four ci- 
‘ties in all. 40\So all the cities for the children 
of Merari, by their families, which were re- 
maining of the families of the Levites, were by 
‘their lot, twelve cities. 
‘the Levites within the pofleffion of the children 
of Tfrael, were forty and eight cities with their 
-fuburbs. 42 Thefe cities were eyery one with 
their fuburbs round about them: thus were all 
~ thefe cities, 

We have ey a particular account of the cities eich were 


i¥en to. the children of Leyi, out of the feveral tribes, not on- 
ns to be occupied and inhabited by them, as tenants to the fe- 


veral tribes.in which they lay: no; their intereft in them was, 
_ not dependent and precarious, butto be owned and poffeffed 
_ by them as lords and proprietors, and as having the fame title 


' to ‘them that. the reft of the tribes had to their cities or lands ; 
as ‘appears ‘by the law which preferved the houfes in the Le- 
vites cities from being alienated any longer than till the year 
of Jubile, Lev. xxv. 32, 33. Yet it is probable, that the 
Leyites having only the cities and fuburbs, while the land a- 
~ bout pertained to te tribes in which they lay, thofe of that 
tribe, far the convenience of occupying that land, might com- 
monly | rent houfes of the Levites, as they could “fpare them in 
_ their cities, and fo live among them as their tenants. 
_ Several things may be obferved in this account, befides what 
+8 was obferved ‘in the law concerning it, Numb. xxxv. 
2 1. That the Levites were difperfed i into all the tribes, and 
not fuffered to live all together in any one part of the country. 
_ This would find them all with work, and employ them all for 
> > the good of others; for minifters, of all people, mutt neither 
. be idle, nor live to themfelves, or to one another only. Chrift 
left his twelve difciples together in a body, but left orders that 
at ~ they fhould i in. due time. Ried themfelves, that they might 
preach the gofpel to every creature. ‘The mixing of the Levites 
_ thus with the other tribes, would be an obligation upon them 
‘to walk circumfpectly, and as became their facred function, 
and to avoi every thing that might difgrace it. Had they 
~ lived all together, they would have been tempted to wink. at 
one ‘another’ s faults, and to excufe one another when they did 
amifs ; but by this means they were made to fee the eyes of 
all Ifrael upon them, and therefore faw it their concern to walk 
fo as that their miniftry: might in nothing be blamed, nor their 
_ high character fuffer, by their ill ‘carriage. 
2. That every tribe of Affael_ was ‘adorned and enriched 
with its fhare of Levites cities, in proportion, to. its compafs, 
_ even thofe that lay moft remote.. They were all God’s peo- 
ples ; and therefore they had all Levites’ among them. 
_ To thew kindnefs to, as God appointed them, Deut. xii. 19. 
_ xiv. 29. They were God’s receivers, to whom the people 


at All the cities of | 


| upon other accounts. 


(1-) 
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| might give their grateful acknowledgements of God’s goodnefs, 
. as the occafion and difpofition was. 
| and inftruétion from. 


(2.) To receive advice 
When they could not go up to the ta- 
bernacle to confult thofe who attended there, they might go to 
a Levites city, and be taught the good knowledge of the Lord. 
Thus God fet up a Candle’ ia every room of his houfe, to give 
light to all his family. As thofe that attended the altar, 4epr 
the charge of the Lord,'tp fee that no divine appointment was 
negle&ted there ; fo they that were fcattered in the. country 


“had their charge too, which was to fee that no idolatrous, fu- 


perftitious ufages were introduced at a diftance, and to watch 
for the fouls of God’s Ifrael. Thus did God gracioufly pro- 
vide for the keeping up of religion among them, and that they 
might have the word nigh them. Yet, bleffed be God, we 
under the gofpel have it yet nigher ; not only Levites in every 
country, but Levites in every parifh, whofe office it is ftill to 
teach the - people knowledge, and to go before them in the 
things of God.” 

3. That here were thirteen atid! and thofe fome of the 
beft, appointed for the priefts, the fons of Aaron, ver. 19. A- 


| aron left but two fons, Eleazar and Ithamar ; yet his family 


was now fo well increafed, and it was forcieed: that it would 


_ in procefs of time grow fo numerous as to replenifh all thefe 
| cities; though a confiderable number mutt of neceffity be refi- 


dent wherever the ark and the altar were. We read in both 
| Teftaments of fuch numbers of priefts, that we may fuppofe 


} none of all the families of Ifrael that cathe out of Egypt in- 


ereafed afterwards fo much as that of Aaron did; and the pro- 
mife afterwards to the houfe of Aaron is, God ‘foal increafé 
you more and more, you and your children, Pfal. cxy 12, 146 
He will raife up @ feed to ferve him. ; 
4. That fome of the Levites cities were afterwards furs ous 
Hebron was the city in which David 
began his reign ; and in Mahanaim, another Levites city, ver. 
38. he lay, and had his head-quarters, when he fled from Ab- 
falom. The firft Ifraelite that ever wore the title of king, viz. 
Abimelech, the fon of Gideon, po D ay in Shechem, another 
Levites city, ver. 21. ? 
&< That the number of them in all was more than of moft 
of the tribes, except Judah, though the tribe of Levi was one 
of the leaft.of the tribes ; to fhew how liberal God is, and his 
people fhould be to his minifters: yet the difproportion will 
not appear fo great, as at firft it feems, if we confider that the 
Levites had’ cities only with the fuburbs to dwell in 3 but the , 
reft of the tribes, befides their cities, (and thofe perhaps were 
many more than are named in the account of their lot), had 


| many unwalled towns and villages which they inhabited, be- 


“ fides country-houfes. 

Upon the whole, it appears, that effectual care was taken, 
that the Levites fhould live both comfortably and ufefully ; and 
thofe, whether minifters, or others, for whom Providence has 
done well, muft look upon themfelyes as obliged thereby to 


do good ;, and, according as their capacity and opportunity iS 
to ferve their generation. 


43 And the Lorp gave unto Hfrael all the 
land which he fware to give unto their fathers: 
and they poffeffed it, and dwelt therein. 44 
- And the Lorp gave them reft round about, ac- 
cording to all that he {ware unto-their fathers : 
and there ftood not a man of all their enemies 
before them; the Lorn delivered all their e- 
nemies into ‘their hand. 45 There failed not 
ought of any good thing which the Lorp 

L2 had 


84 J.0$ HU A 


had fpoken unto the houfe of-Ifrael: all came 
to pals. . : 


We have here the conclufion of this whole matter, the fore- 
going hiftory fummed up, and, to make it appear the more 
bright, compared with the promife, of which it was the full ac- 
complifhment. God’s word and his works mutually illuftrate 
each other. ‘The performance makes the promife appear very 
true, and the promife makes the performance appear very 
kind. 

1. God had promifed to give the feed of Abraham the land 
of Canaan for a poffeffion, and now at laft he performed that 
promife, ver. 43.; they poffeffed it, and dwelt therein. Though: 
they had often forfeited the benefit of that promife, and God 
had long delayed the performance of it, yet at laft all difficul- 

_ties were conquered, and Canaan was their own. And the 


promife of the heavenly Canaan is as fure to all God’s Spiritual 


Tfrael ; for it is the promife of him that cannot lie. 

2: God had promifed to give them reft in that land, and 
now they had reft round about; reft from the fatigues of their 
travel through the wildernefs, which tedious march, perhaps, 
was long in their bones; reft from their wars in Canaan, and 


Chap. XXII. 
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Many particular things we have read concerning the two 


tribes and a half, though nothing feparated them from the 


refi of the tribes but only the river Fordan; and this chap- 


teris wholly concerning them. (1.) Fofhua’s difmiffion of 


the miitia of thofe tribes from the cutp of Ifrael, in which 
they had Jerved as auxiliaries during all the’ wars of Ca- 
naan, and their return thereupon to their OWN COUNIT yy 
ver. 1,—-9. (2.) The altar they built on the borders of 
Jordan, in token of their communion with the land of If 
rael, ver. 10. (3.) The offence which the ref of the tribes 
took-at this altar, and the meffage they fent them thereupa 
on, ver. 11,—20, (4-) The apology which the two tribes 


and a half made for what they had done, ver. 21,29. 


(5-) The fatifadion which thir apology gave to the reff 
of the tribes, ver. 30,—34. And ( which is frange) where- 
as, in moft diferences that happen, there is a fault on both 


Sides, on this there was fault on-no fide: none ( for ought 
_ appears) were to be blamed, but all to be praifed. ~ 


‘HEN Jofhua called the Reubenites, and 
the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Ma- 


the infults which their enemies there had at firft made upon 
them. ‘They now dwelt, not only in habitations of their own, 
but thofe quiet and peaceable ones. Though there were Ca- 
naanites that remained, yet none that had either {trength or 
{pirit to attack them, or fo much as give them an alarm. 
This reft continued till they, by their own fin and folly, put . 
thorns into their own beds, their own eyes. 

3- God had -promifed to give them vidtory and fuccefs in 


nafleh, 2 “yt {aid unto them, Ye have kept - 
all that Mofes the fervant of the Lorp com- 
manded you, and have obeyed.my voice in alk 
that I commanded you. 3 Ye have not le 
_your brethren thefe many days unto this 


. 


but have kept the charge of the commandment 


ofthe Lory your God. 4 And now the Lorp | 


their wars, and this promife likewife was fulfilled: There flood 


not a man before them, ver. 44. "They had the better in every 
battle, and which way foever they turned’ their forces, they 
profpered. It is true there were Canaanites now remaining in 


many parts of the land, and fuch as afterwards made head a- 


_gainft them, and became very formidable. But, (1.) “As to 


the prefent remains of the Canaanites, they were no contradic. _ 
tion to the promife ;- for God had faid he would not drive ~ 


*them out all at once, but dy little and Tittle, Exod. xxiii. 30. 
They had now as much in their full poffeflion as they had oc-’ 
¢afion for, and as they had hands to manage; fo that the Ca- 
naanites only kept poflcflion of fome of the lefs cultivated parts 
of the country againft the beafts of the field, till Ifrael, in pro- 
cefs of time, fhould become numerous enough to replenifh 
them. (2.) As to the after-prevalency of the Canaanites, that 

* swas purely the effect of Ifrael’s cowardice and flothfulnefs, and 

_ the punifhment of their finful inclination to the idolatries and 


other abominations of the Heathen, which the Lord would - 


have caft out before them, but that they harboured and indul- 
ged-them. 


So that the foundation of God flands fure. Tfrael’s expe- 


rience of God's fidelity is here upon record, and is as an ac- 
quittance under their hands to the honour of God, the vin- 
ication of his promife, whieh had been fo oft diftrufted, and 
the encouragement of all believers to the end of the world : 


There failed not any good thing, no, nor ought of any good thing, 


(fo fully is it exprefied,) awhich the Lord had Spoken unto the 


houfe of Ifrael ; but in’ due time all came te pafsy Nere 45. 


Such an acknowledgement as this here fubferibed by Jofhua, 
in themname of all Ifrael, we afterwards find made by Solo- 
mon,.and all Ifrael did in effe& fay Amen to it, 1 Kings viii. 
$6. The inviolable truth of God’s promife, and the perform- 
ance of it to the utmoft, is what all the faints have been ready. 
’ to bear their teftimony to; and, if in any thing it has feemed 
to come fhort, they have been: as ready to own that they them- 
{elves muft bear all the blame, 0 


ae 


your brethren. 9 € And the ct 
ben, and the children of Gad, : [ 
_ of Manaffeh, returned, and departed f 
children of Ifraelout of Shiloh, w n. 
“land of Canaan, to go-unto the country. of ( rile~ 


your God hath giveh reft unto your brethren, 
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ad, to the land of their poffeffion, whereof they 
were pofleffed, according to the word of the 
_Lorp by the hand of Mofes. 


The war being ended, and ended glorioufly, Jofhua, as a 
prudent general, difbands his army, who never defigned to 
make war their trade, and fends them home to enjoy what 
they had conquered, and to beat their {words into ploughfhares 
and their fpears into pruning-hooks ; and, particularly, the for- 
ces of thefe feparate tribes, who had received their inheritance 
on the other fide Jordan from Mofes, upon this condition, that 
their men of war fhould affift the other tribes in the conqueft 

“ of Canaan, which they promifed to do, Numb. xxxii. 32. and 
renewed the promife to Jofhua at the opening the campaign, 
Jofh. i. 16. And now they had performed their bargain, Jo- 
fhua, publicly and folemnly, in Shiloh, gives them their dif- 
charge: Whether this was donevas it was placed, not till af- 
ter the land was divided, as fome think ; or whether aftér the 
war was ended, and before the divifion was made, as others 
think, becaufe there was no need of their afliftance in dividing 
the land, but only in conquering it; nor were there any of 

_ their tribes employed-as commiffioners in that . affair, but only 
of the other ten, Numb. xxxiv. 18, &c.; this is certain, it 
was not done ‘till after Shiloh was made the head-quarters, 
yer. 8, and the land was begun to be divided before they re- 

_ moved from Gilgal, chap. xiv. 6. bs seins 

It is probable, this army of Reubenites and Gadites, which 
had led the van in all the wars of Canaan, had fometimes, in 
the intervals of aétion, and. when the reft of the army retired 
into winter-quarters, fome of them at leaft made a ftep over 


Jordan, for it was not far, to vifit their families, and to look 


after their private affairs, and perhaps tarried at home, and 
fent others in their room more ferviceable ; but -ftill thefe two 
tribes and a half had their quota of troops ready, forty thou- 
Jand -in all; which, whenever there: was occafion, rendered 
themfelves to their aheaive pofts, had now attended in a bo- 
dy to receive their difcharge. ‘Though their affetion to their 
families, and concern for their affairs, could. not but make 
them, after fo long abfence, very defirous to return ;’yet, like 
good foldiers, they would not move till they had orders from 
their general. So, though our heavenly Father’s houfe above 
be never fo defirable, (it is Bifhop Hall’s allufion,) yet. muft 
we ftay on earth till our warfare be accomplifhed, wait for a 
due difcharge, and not anticipate the time of our removal. 


1. Jofhua difmiffed them to the land of their poffeffion, ver. 4. 


‘They that were firft in the affignment of their lot, were laft 
in the enjoyment of it; they got the ftart of their brethren in 
title, but their brethren were before them in full poffeffion ; fo 
the Jaft fhall be firft, and the firft laft, that there may be fome- 
thing ofequality. | 
- 2. He difmiffeth them. with their pay ; for who goes a war- 
fare at his own. charges? ver. 8. Return with much riches un- 

_ to.your tents. Though all the land they had helped to ‘con- 
quer was to go to the other tribes, yet they fhould have their 
fhare of the plunder, and-had.fo.; and -that’ was all: the pay 
that any of the foldiers expected; for the wars of Canaan 
bore their own charges, Go, faith Jofhua; go home to your 
tents, 4. ¢, your houfes,. which he calls tents, becaufe they. had 
been fo much ufed to tents in. the wildernefs ; and indeed the 
‘ftrongeft, ftatelieft houfes in this world, are to be looked up- 
on but as tents, mean and moveable, in comparifon. with our 
houfe above. Go home with much riches ;. not only cattle, 
the fpoil of the country, but filver and gold, the plunder of 
the cities: and, (1.) Let your brethren you leave behind have 
your good word, who haye allowed you your fhare in full, 
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though the land is ‘entirely theirs; and have not offered to 
make any drawback. Do not fay that you are lofers by us. 
(2.) Let your brethren you go to, who abode by the {tuff, 
have fome fhare of the fpoil. Divide the fpoil with your bre- 
—thren, as that was divided which was taken in the war with 
Midian, Namb. xxxi. 27. Let your brethren that have want- 
ed you all this while, be the better for you when you come 
home. bes. ? 
3. He difmiffeth them with a very honourable charater. 
Though their fervice was a due debt, and the performance of 


do, yet he highly commends them; not only gives them up 
their bonds, as it were, now they had fulfilled the condition, 
but applauds their good fervices. Though it was by the ia 
vour of God, and his power, that Ifrael got poff-ihoa of this 
land, and he muft have. all the glory; yet Jofhua thought 
there was a thankful acknowledgement due to. their brethren 
who afliited them, and whofe fword and bow were employed 


mend them, (1,)°For the readinefs of their obedience to their’ 
commanders, ver. 2. When Mofes was gone, they remem- 
bered and obferyed the charge he had given them ;. and: all the: 


they had carefully obeved,. went and came, and. did.as he ap- 
pointed, Matth. viii. g. It is.as much as any thing. the fol-. 
diers praife, to obferve the word of command. (2.) Far the 


You have not left them thefe many days. How many days, he doth: 


Calviftus, and others of the beft chronologers compute, ‘that 


Note, It will be the honour of thofe that have efpoufed’ the 
~ caufe of God’s Ifrael, and twifted interefts with them,, to-ftick. 
to them, and never to leave them till: God has given them reit,. 
and then they fhall reft with them. (3.) For the faithfuloeis. 


their duty to Jofhua and Ifiael, but, which was.beft of all,, 
they had. made confcience of their duty to God's Ye have kept 


the Lord your God ; not. only in. this.particular inflance. of con- 
tinuing in the fervice of Ifrael to the end of the war, but, in- 
general, you.have kept up religion in your part of the. camp; 


a rare and excellent thing among foldiers, and where: itis. 


worthy to be: praifed.. ‘ 23 
_ _ 4« He difmiffeth them with good counfel’; vot to cultivate: 
| their ground;: fortify their cities, and, now their hands-were 
_ Inured to war and viétory, to invade their neighbours, and-fo- 


enlarge their own territories ; but to keep up ferious godlinefs — 


_ among them in the power of it. They were not politic, .but: 
_ pious inftracions that he gave them,.ver. 5. in. general, to take 

diligent heed to.do the commandment and thelaw. They. that have 
’ the commandment, have it in vain,. unlefs they do. the com-. 
_mandment ;. and it will not be done aright, fo apt are We to. 


turn afide, and fo induftrious are our fpiritual. enemies to: turn - 


us afide, unlefs-we take heed,. diligent heed. In particalar,, 


to love the Lord our God, as the beft'of beings;.and the belt” 


| of friends ; and as far as that principle. rules-in. the. heart,. and 
is the {pring of its pulfes, there will be.a conftant care and fin-- 
cere endeavour to. qwalk in his ways, in all his ways,, even: 
thofe that are narrow,. and up-hill, in. every particular inftance,. 
and in‘all maoner of converfation to feep his: commandinents ; 
and at all times, and in. all conditions,’ with purpole. of heart’ 
ta 


a promife, and they had done no more than was their duty to’ 


the charge; or, as the word is, ye have kept the. keeping, i. es 
_ ye have carefully and circumfpeCly kept the commandment of 


for them. God muft be chiefly eyed in our praifes; yet in- 
{truments mult not be altogether overlooked. He here con 


orders which Jofhua, as general of the forces, had iffued out,, | 


conftaricy of their affeStion, and adherence to their brethren: ~ 
not fay ; nor can we gather it for certain from any other place. _, 
the conquering and dividing of the land-was.the. work ef a- ° 


bout fix or feven years; and fo Jong thefe feparate tribes.» 
attended. their camp, and. did them the beft fervice they could. . 


of their obedience to. the divine law. They-had not only done © 
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to cleave unio him, and to ferve hum and his honour, and the 
interefts of his kingdom among men, with all our heart, and 


with all our foul. What good counfel was here given to them, — 


is en to us all. God give us grace to take it! 
. He difmiffeth them with a bleffing, ver. 6. 


perhaps, were the more loth to depart, becaufe they left one 


half of their own tribe behind them; and therefore, bidding - 
oft farewell, and lingering behind, had a fecond difmifiion, | congregation of Irael.. 


and bleffing, ver. 7. ,Jofhua not only prayed for them asa 
friend,’ but bleffed t!.em as a father in the name of the Lord, 
recommending «them, their families, and affairs, to the grace 
of God. Some, by the blefing Jofhua gave them, under- 


ee the prefents he made them in recompenfe.of their fervi- 
-ces; but Jofhua being a prophet, and having given them one 
Fak of a prophet’s reward, in the inftructions he, gave them, 


ver. 5. no doubt we mvft ‘underftand this of the other, even 


“the prayers he made. for them, as.one baving authority, - and as 


God’s vicegerent. 


Being thus difmiffed, they returned to the land of their ‘pop. ; 
» feffion 3 in a body, ver. g.; ferry-boats being, it is likely, pro- - 
Though mafters of families - 


evided for their repaffing MTordan. 

~-may have occafion to be abfent, long abfent, from their fami- 
‘lies fometimes ; yet,’ when their bufinefs abroad is finifhed, they 
» moult remember home is their place, from which they one? not 
-to-wander as a bird from her neft. 


10 Y And when they came unto the borders 
-of Jordan, that are in the land of Canaan, the 


children of Reuben, and the children of Gad, 
and the half-tribe of Manafleh, built there.an 


altar by Jordan, a great altar to fee to, 11 
q And the children of Ifrael heard fay, Behold, 


‘the children of Reuben, and the children a Le 
-Gad, and the half-tribe of Manaffeh, have built 


an altar over-againft the land of Canaan, in the 


borders of Jordan, at the paflage of the children : 
_12 And when the children of Lrael 


of Ifrael. 
heard of it, the whole congregation of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael gathered themfelves together at 
“Shiloh, to go up to war againft them. 13 And 
- the children of Ifrael fent unto the children of 
Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and to the 
“half-tribe of Manafich, into the land of Gilead, 

-Phinchas the fon of Eleazar the prieft. 
with him ten princes, of each chief houfe a 
prince, throughout all the tribes of Ifrael, and 


each one was an head of the houfe of their fa 


thers among the thoufands of Ifrael. 15 And 
‘they came unto the children of Reuben, and to 
the children of Gad, and to. the half-tribe of 
_ Manaffeb, unto the land of Gilead, and they 
fpake with them, faying, 
whole congregation of the ‘Lor, What trefpafs 


as this that ye have committed againft the God 
of Ifrael, to turn away this day from following 


the Lorn, in that ye have builded you an altar, 
that ye might rebel this day againft the Lorn? 
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es half. tribe of Manaffeh, to-which Jofhua, as an Ephraimite, 
was fomewhat nearer a-kin than to the other two,= ‘and who, * 


| that man perifhed not alone in. his inig 


| In order to this, they built’ ‘a great altar. on th 
dan, to be a witnefs for them | ‘that | they ‘were Tfraclites, 
-fuch, partakers of the altar. of the Lord, 1 Cor. x. 18. When 


ft bie ay ce Stes oe ue 
that they. were going towards home, were forry to. think, that 
they were going fromwards the altar of God, immedi 
ly they ereéted this altar, which ferved as a bridge to. kee 


_ might fee the figure of the altar a 


EASY ee 
build on another man’s land. Shout: his confent ? > d 
14. And : 


| them the fame explication © 


16 Thus faith the 


_ do not find that they were ‘blamed for th vel cath it 


E zeal. 


e; Chap, XML 
17 Is thei iniquity’of Peor' too’ “little for us, from 


which we are not-cleanfed until this. day, (al- 


though there was‘a plague i in the- congregation 


-of the Lorn) 18 ‘But that’ ye muft turn, away 
this day from following the Lorn? and it will 
‘be, feeing ye rebel to-day againft the Lorn, 


that to-morrow he will be wroth with the ‘whole 
19 Notwithftanding, if 
the land of your poflefiion be unclean, then pafs - 


ye over unto the land of the pofleffion of the 


Lorp, wherein the Lorv’s tabernacle dwelleth, 
and take poffeffion among us: but rebel not a- 
gainft the Lorn, nor rebel againft us, in build- 


img you an altar, befide the altar of the Lorp 


our God. 20 Did not Achan the fon of Zerah 
commit a trefpafs in the accurfed thing, and 
wrath fell on all. the congregation of Ifrael : 2 and 


Bites is, Firf, The pious care of the feparate ERS 46 


keep their shold of Canaan’s religion, then when | they were 
leaving Canaan’s Jand, that’ ay ‘might not be as the fons. of . 


the firanger, utterly fe if ‘parated d from God’s Preps. ‘Tia 


they came to Jordan, ver. ro. th didnot. confy u how tO. | 
preferve the remembrance of their own exploits in the wars d 
of Canaan, and the fervices ae had done their Bs, ; 


ee ae to dink 


up their fellowfhip with the other tribes in the thi ings: 
Some think they built this altar on the Canaan fide of J 
in the lot. of Benjamin, that, looking over the. river, 


not ‘conveniently go to it; but i 
it on their own fide of the water; for what he 


faid to be over -againtt the land of Cay an 1 
have been. any caufe of fufpeaing hee 
they had natal it among themfelves. 
This altar was very innocently: an 
had been well, if, fince it had in 
might be an epcstian of offence to. th ethren, ‘th 
confalted the oracle of God about it. before they 
leaft, acquainted their brethrer with» hei 
f their 
jealoufy, which they did after to remo 
commendable, but it ough: to have been gui 
there was no hafte of building an. Lone 
tended this, but they might have tak 
take advice: yet, when their face 


was 


doth, and 3 men fhould: overlook t 
‘Secondly, The holy jealouly of ‘the other tribes for the | hoe z 


~ 
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nour of God and hig altar at Shiloh. Notice was prefently 


# 


brought to the princes of Ifrael, of the fetting up of this altar, — 


ver. 113 and they-knowing how {tri@ and fevere that Jaw was 
which required them to offer all their facrifices in the place 
which God. fhould chufé, and not elfewhere, Deut. xii. 5, ae 


were foon. apprehenfive, that the fetting up of another altar was | 
an affront to the choice God had lately made of a place to put _ 
his name in, and had a dire@ tendency to the worthip of fome | 


‘ . 


other god. * 


Now, 1/7, Their fufpicion was very excufable; for it mult — 
be confefled, the thing prima Jacie looked ill, and gave umbrage — 
of a defign to fet up and maintain a competitor with the altar 


at Shiloh. It was no ftrained innuendo, from the building an 
altar, to infer an intention to offer facrifice upon it, and that 


might introduce idolatry, and-might end in a total apoftacy | 


from the faith and worfhip of the God of Irael. So great a 


matter might this fire kindle. God is jealous for his own in-— 


ftitutions ; and therefore we fhould be fo too, and afraid of eve- 
ry thing that looks like, or leads to idolatry. 
2d/y, Their zeal ‘upon this ‘fufpicion was very commendable, 


ver. 12. When they apprehended that thefe tribes, which by | 
the river Jordan were feparated from them, were feparating — 
themfelves from God, they took it as the greateft injury that 


could be done to themfelves, and fhewed themfelyes in a readi- 


nels, if it were necellary, to put their lives in their hands, in 
defence of the altar of God, and to take up arms for the chat. 


tifing and reducing of thefe rebels, and to prevent the fpread- 


“Ing of the infection, if no gentler methods would ferve, by,cut- | 


ting off from their body the gangrened member. They all ga- 
thered themfelves together; and Shiloh was the place of their ren 


- dezvous becaufe it was indefence of the divine charter lately grant- |. 


ed to that place that they now appeared. ‘Their refolution was 
as became a kingdom of priefts, who, being devoted to God 
‘and his fervice, did not acknowledge their brethren, nor know 


their own children, Dent. xxxiii. g.; that they would imme- 


diately go up to war againft them, if it appeared they were re- 


olted trom God, and in rebellion againft him. Though they. 
‘were bone of their Done, had been companions with them in trie 


bulation in the wildernefs, and ferviceable to them in the wars 


of Canaan 5 yet, if they turn to /erve other gods, they will treat — 


them as enemies; not as fons of Ifrael, but as children of whore- 


doms.; for fo God had appointed, Deut. xii. 12. They had — 


‘but newly fheathed their fwords, and retired from the perils and 
fatigues of war to the reft God had given them; and yet they are 
willing to begin a new war, rather than be any way wanting 
in their duty to reftrain, reprefs, and revenge idolatry, and e- 


very ftep tawards it: A brave refolution, and which fhews | 


them hearty for their religion, and, we hope, careful and dili- 
gent in the pradtice of it themfelves. Corruptions in religion 
are belt dealt with at firft, before they get a-head, and plead 
Weer on CO ee eee 

_ 3dly, Their prudence in profecution of this zealous refolu- 

tion is no lefs commendable. God had appointed them, in 

cafes of this nature, to inguire and make fearch, Deut xiii: 14. 


that they might ‘hot wrong their brethren, under.pretence of - 


righting their religion. Accordingly they refolve here not to 

fend forth their armies to wage war, till they had-firft fent 
their ambaffadors to enquire into the merits of the caufe, and 
_thefe men of the firft rank, one out of each tribe, and Phine- 
has at the head of them to be their fpokefman, ver. 13, 4. 

Thus was their zeal for God tempered, guided, and governed 
“with the mecknefs of wifdom, Fe that. knows all things, and 
hates all ill things, would not punifh the worlt .of criminals, 
but he would firlt go dows and fee, Gen. xviii. 21. Many 
_an unhappy ftrife would be prevented, or foon taken up, by an 


‘Smpatial and favourable inquiry into that which is the matter — 
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of the offence. The reétifying of miftakes and mifunder. 
ftandings, and the fetting of mifconftrued words. and aétions in 
a true light, would be the moft effectual way to accomodate both 
private and public quarrels, and bring them to a happy period. 

4thly, The ambafladors management of this matter came 
fully up to the fenfe and fpirit of the congregation concerning 
it, and {peaks much both of zeal and prudence. 

[1.] The charge they draw_up again{t their brethren is in« 
deed very high and admits no other excafe, but that it was 


‘in their zeal for the honour of God, and was now intended to 


juftify the refentments of the congregation at Shiloh, and to 
awaken the fuppofed delinquents to clear themfelyes, other- 


- wife they might have fufpended their judgment, or mollified it 


at leaft, and not have taken it for granted, as they do here, 
ver. 16. that the building of this: altar was a tre/pa/e again/t 
the God of Ifrael, end a trefpafs no lefs heinous than the re- 
volt of foldiers from their captain, (you turn from following 
the Lord,) and the rebellion of fubjects again{t their fovereign, 
(that ye might rebel this day againft the Lord)s - Hard words: 
it was well they were not able to make good their charge. 
Let not innocency think it ftrange to be thus mifreprefented : 
and iaccufed: They laid to my charge things that £ knew not. 
[2.] The aggravation: of the crime charged upon their bre~ - 
thren is fomewhat far fetched, ver. 17. . Is. the iniquity of Peor 
too tittle for us? Probably that is mentioned, becaufe Phmehas; - 
the firft commiflioner in this treaty; had fignalized. himfelf in. 
that matter, Numb. xxv. 7. and becaufe we may. fappofe they 
Were now about the very place in which that iniquity was com- 
mitted.on the other fide Jordan. Ft is good to recollect and = 
improve thofe inftances of the wrath of God revealed from hea 
ven againft the, ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs of men, which 


have fallen out in our own time, and which we ourfelves have 


been. eye-witneffes of. He minds them of the iniquity of Peor,.. 
(1.) Ass a very great fin, and.very provoking to God; The 
building of this altar feemed.but a {mall matter, but it might 
Jead to an iniquity as bad as that of Peor, and therefore mutt 
be crufhed in its firft rife. Note, The remembrance of great 
fins committed formerly, fhould engage us to ftand upon our 
guard again{t the leaft occafions and beginnings of fin; for the 
way of fin is down-hill. (2.) “As a fin that thé whole con- 
gregation had fmarted for: There! was a° plague in the congres 
gation, of the Lord, of which in one day.there died no lefs than . 
twenty-four thoufand. Was not that enough to warn you for 
ever again{t idolatry ?, What, will you bring upon yourfelyes ano- 
ther plague ? Are you fo mad upon an idotatrous altar that you 


will run yourfelves thus upon the fword’s point of God?s judge- 
‘ments? Doth not our camp ftill feel from that fin, and the pu- 


nifhment of it? wé ere not cleafed from it unto this day. There 
are remaining fparks, 1/7, Of the infeétion of that fin; fome a- 
mong us fo inclined to idolatry, that if you fet up another altar, 
they will foon take occafion from that, whether you intend it 
or no, to worfhip azether god. 
againft them for that fin. We have reafon to fear, that if we 
provoke God by another fin to vi/t, he will remember again{t _ 
us the iniquity of Peor, as he threatened to do that of the gold- . 
en calf, Exod. xxxii. 34. And dare you wake the fleeping 
lion of divine vengeance? Note, It is a foolifh and dangerous 
thing for people to think their former fins little, too litle for 


. them, as thofe do who add fin to fin, and fo treafure up wrath 


againft the day of wrath, 
T Pet. We-3. : 

[3-]. The reafon they give for their concerning themfelyés 
fo warmly in this matter, is very fufficient: they were-obliged 
to it in their Gwn neceflary defence, by the law of felf-preler- 


Let therefore the. time pa/? Suffice, 


vation ; for, if you revolt from God to-day, who knows but 


to-morrow his judgments may break in upon the apholke congre- 
gation? 


2dly, Of the wrath of God < . 
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gation? ver, 18. as in the cafe of Achan, ver. 20. He finned, 
and we all fmarted for it; by which we fhould receive inftruc- 
tion, dnd from what God did then, infer what he may do, and 
fear what he will do, if we do not witnefs again{t your fin, who 
are fo,many, and punifh it. Note, The confervators of the 
public peace are obliged, in juftice to the common fafety, to 


ufe their pe for the reftraining and fupprefling of vice and | 


profuncnets, leaft, if it be connived at, the fin thereby become 
national, and biing God’s judgments upon the commurity, 


Nay, we are all concerned therefore to reprove our neighbour 


when he doth amifs, /e/? we hear jin for him, Lev. xix. 17. 
[4.] The offer they make is very fair and kind, ver. 19. 

that if they thought the land of their poffeflion unclean, for want 

of an altar, and therefore could not be eafy without one, 


rather than they fhould fet up another in competition with | 
that at Shiloh, they fhould be welcome to come back to the | 


land where the Lord’s tabernacle was, and fettle there, and 
they would very willingly ftraiten themfelves to make room for 
them. By this they fhewed a fincere and truly pious zeal a- 

gain{t {chifm, that, rather than their brethren fhould have any 
Seca to fet up a feparate altar, though their pretence for it, 


as here fuppofed, was ery weak, and grounded upon a great ~ 


miftake, yet they were willing to part with a confiderable fhare 

of the land which God himfelf had by the lot affigned them, 

to comprehend them, and take them in among them. ios 
_was the fpitit of Ifraelites indeed. 


‘ot F Then the children of Reuben, and the 
children of Gad, and the half-tribe.of Manaf- 
feh, anfwered and faid unto the heads of the 
‘thoufands of Ifrael, 22'The Lory God of gods, 


the Lorp God of gods, he knoweth, and Ifrael — 
- he fhall know, if it be in rebellion, or if in tran{- 


greflion againtt the Lorp, (fave us not this day) 
23 That we have built us an altar to turn from 


following the Loxp, or if to offer thereon burnt- 


offering, or meat-offering, or if to offer peace- 
offerings thereon, let the Lorp himfelf require 


at; 24 And if we have not rather done it for | 


fear of this thing, faying, In time to come your 


children might fpeak unto our children, faying, 


‘What have you to do with the Lorp God of If 
rael? 25 For the Lorp hath- made Jordan a 
border between us and you; ye children of 


~ Reuben, and children of Gad, ye have no part | 


in the Lorn : fo thall your children make our 


children ceafe from fearing the Lorp. 26 There- 


fore we faid, Let us now prepare to build us an 
altar, not for burnt-offering, nor for facrifice: 


27 But that it may be a witaels between us and. | 
you, and our generations after us, that we might — 
do the fervice of the Lorp before him with our 


burnt-offerings, and with our facrifices, and with 


‘our peace-ofterings, that your children may not 


fay.to our children in tinie to come, Ye have |. 
. they Pidke: in the matter of their a 


no part in the Lorp. 28 Therefore faid we, 
that it fhall be, when they, fhould /o fay to us, 
‘or -to our generations in time to come, that we 
may fay again, Behold the pattern of- ‘the altar 


Sighia Tl. As 


| that are called gods, or 


‘vain $ for it is very. unlike this her 


that we bave built this altar, to confront the al 
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of the Lorn, which our fathers made, ‘not Sie 


burnt-offerings, nor for facrifices, but it 7s a wit- 


nefs between us and you. . 29 God forbid that 
we fhould rebel againitt the Lorp, and turn this 
day from following the Lorp, to build an altar 
for burnt-offerings, for meat-offerings, of for fa- 
crifices, befides the altar of the Loxpour God that 
is before his tabernacle. =... aye 


We may fappofe there was a eel convention caltpdl of 
the princes and great men of the {eparate tribes, to give audi- 
ence to thofe ambaffadors; or, perhaps, the army as it came 


‘home were {till incamped together in a body, ard not.yet dif 


perfed. However it was, there awere enow to -reprefint the 
two tribes and a half, and to give their fenfe. 

Their reply to to the warm remonftrance of the ten tribes i is 
very fair and ingenuous. ‘They do not retort their charge, up- 
braid them with the injuftice and. unkindnedfs of their threaten- 
ings, or reproach them for their rafh and hafty cenfures; but 
give them that foft anfwer which. turns away wrath, avoiding 
all:thofe grievous words which fiir up anger ; they demur not 
to their jurifdiétion, nor plead that they were not | accountable 
to them for what they had done, nor bid them mind their own 
bufinefs 5 but, by a free-and open’ declaration of their fincere 
intention in what they did, free themfelves from the imputa- 


. tion they were under, and fet themfelves right in the opinion 
~ of their brethren; to ‘do which they only needed to fate the 
- cafe, and put the matter in atrue light. 


1. They folemnly proteft againft any defign to ale this ‘ee 
for facrifice or offering ; and therefore were far from fetting it 
up in competition with the altar at Shiloh, or from entertaining 
the leaft thought of deferting that. They. had indeed fet up. - 
that which had the fhape and fafhion of an altar, but they had 
pot dedeaped it 1 a nseions ee had had oe nit t 


dette iga to put it to any. fach 
te(tation, here is, : eid 

if, A-folemn opel to. Cod sopra it ais which 
they begin their defence, intending thereby to give glory. to 


God firft, and then to Be HN vo their brethren, Vere 
F29,0ot , eet. 


(1.) A mighty awe and reverence of God wibith. ne’ 
prefs in the form of their appeal: The Lord God of gods, the 
Lord God of gods, he knows. Or, | as it might | be read fome- 
a clofer to the original, ‘The God of gods, Fehoval the God 

of gods, Febovah, be knows 3 which {peaks his felf- -exilte 
a felf-fufficiency ; he is Jehovah ; and his fovereignty and. 
fupremacy over all beinge and ‘powers whatfoever, even thofe. 

hat are worfhipped. — 
feilion of their faith would help to obviate. 
brethrens fufpicion of . them, as if they ‘atested, dei ‘the 
God of Ifrael, and worthip other gads'; how could they enter= 
tain fuch a thought, who believed him to be God over all? Let. 
us learn hence always to {peak of God with reverence and’ feri 
oufnefs, and to Mention. art name with a folemn paufe 


God knows, ae ‘reafon to “feat lealt they tak 
es ) It is a great confidence o i 


accor ding to yeuths fach as the guilty y 
the “upright to rejoice in. Lf it be 


- be 4 
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at Shiloh, to meke a party, or to fet up ahy new gods or wor- | 


> fhips. [1.] He knows it, ver. 22.3 for he is perfeatly ac- 


* 


quainted with the thoughts and intents of the heart, and par- 
ticularly with all inclinations to idolatry, Pfal. xliv. 20, 21.; 
that is in a particular manner before him; we believe he knows 
it, and we cannot by any arts conceal it from him. (2.) Let 
him require it, as we know he will, for he is a jealous ‘God. 
Nothing but a clear confcience would have thus imprecated 
divine juftice to avenge the rebellion, if theré had been any. 
Note, 1. In every thing we do in religion, it highly concerns 
us to approve ourfelves to God in our integrity therein, remem- 
“bering that he knows the heart. 2. When we fall under the 
cenfures of men, it is very comfortable to be able with a hum- 
ble confidence to appeal to God, concerning our fincerity. See 
1 Cor. iv..3, 4. ; Aes eet: 
2dly, A fober apology prefented to their brethren: Tfrael 
he foall know. Though the record on high, and the witnefs 
in our bofoms, are principally to be made fare for us; yet there 
is a fatisfaction befides, which we owe to our brethren, who 
doubt concerning our integrity, and which we fhiould be ready 
to give with mecknefs and fear. 
God, we fhould ftudy likewife to let others know it, by its 
fruits ;_efpecially thofe, who, though they miftake us, yet fhew 
a zeal for the glory of God, as the ten tribes here did. 
. 3dly, A ferious abjuration or renunciation of the defign which 
they were fufpected to be guilty of. With this they conclude 
their defence, ver. 29, God forbid that we fhould rebel againft 
the Lord, as we own we fhould, if we had fet up this altar for 
burnt-offerings ; no, we abhor the thought of it. We have as 
~ great a value and veneration for the altar of the Lord at Shi- 
Joh, as any of the tribes of Ifrael have, and are as firmly refol- 
ved to adhere to it, and conftantly to attend it; wehave the 
fame concern that you have forthe purity of God’s worthip; 


_ and.the unity of his church; far be it, far be it from us, to think 


_ of turning away ¥rom following God. 

_ 2. They fully explain their true intent and meaning in build- 
ipg this altar: and we have all the reafon in the world to be- 
eve that it is a true reprefentation of their defign, and not ad- 
vanced now to palliate it- afterwards; as we have reafon to 
think that thefe fame perfons meant very honeftly, when they 
petitioned to have their Jot on that fide ‘Jordan, though then 
alfo it was their unhappinefs to be mifunderftood-even by Mo- 
fes himfelf. Sas ues 

_ In their vindication they make it out, that the building of 
this altar was fo far from heing a ftep towards a feparation from 

' their brethren, and from the altar of the Lord at Shiloh, that, 
on the contrary, it was really defigned for a pledge and prefer- 
vative of their communion with their brethren, and with the 


altar of God, and a token of their refolution to do the Service of 


the Lord before him, ver. 24. and to. continue to do fo. 

_ Vf, They give ai accoint, of the fears they had, left, in pro- 
 cefs of time, their pofterity, being {tated at fach a diftance from 
" the'tabernacle, fhould be looked upon and treated as {trahgers 

to the commonwealth of Ifrael, ver. 24.3 it was-for fear of 

this thing, and the word fignifies a great perplexity and folici- 
tude of mind which they were in, till they eafed themfelves by 
this expedient.. As they were returning home, (and wé may 


fuppofe it was not thought of before, elfe they would have’ 


made Jofhua acquainted with their purpofe) fome of them in 
difcourfe ftarted this matter, and the reft took the hint, and repre- 

- fented to themfelves and one another, a very melancholy profpet 
~. of what might probably happen in after-ages, that their children 
would be looked upon by the other tribes as having no intereft 

in the altar of God, and the facrifices there oftered.. Now in- 


deed they were ‘owned as brethren, and were as welcome at | 


the tabernacle as any other of the tribes; bat what if their chil- 
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dren after them fhould be difowned? ‘They, by reafon of theit 
diftance, and the interpofal of Jordan, which it was not eafy at 
all times to pafs and repafs, could not be fo numerous and con" 
ftant in their attendance on. the three yearly feafts, as the other 
tribes, to make a continual claim to the privileges of Ifraelites ; 
and would therefore be looked upon as inconfiderable members 
of their church, and by degrees would be tejected as not mem- 
bers of it at all. So /hall your chikiren (who in their pride 
will be apt to monopolize the privileges of the altar) make our 
children(who pethaps will not be fo careful as they ought to 
be to keep hold of thofe privileges) ceafe from fearing the Lord, 
Note, r. They that are cut off from public ordinances, are like- 
ly to lofe all religion, and will by degrees ceafe from fearing 
the Lord. Though the form and profeflion of godlinefs is 
kept up by many without the life and power of it; yet the life 
and power of it will not long be kept up without the form and 
profetlion of it. You take away grace, if you take away the 
means of grace. 2. They who have themfelves found the com: 
fort and benefit of God’s ordinances, cannot but defire ta pre- 
ferve and perpetuate the entail of them upon their feed, and ufe 
all poffible precautions that their children after them may not 
be made to ceafe from following the Lord, or be looked’ upon as- 


- having no part in him. 


2dly, The project they had to prevent this, ver: 26,28. 
Therefore to fecure an intereft in the altar of God, to thofe who 
fhall come after us, and to prove their title to it, we faid, Let 
us build an altar, to be a witne/s betaveen us and yous that ha- 
ving this copy of the altar in their cuftody, it might be produ- 
ced as an evidence of their right to the privileges of the origi- 
nal. Every one that faw.this altar, aid obferved it was nevet 
ufed for facrifice and offering, would inquire what was the mean- 


- ing of it; and this anfwer would be given to that inquiry, that 


it was built by thofe feparate tribes, -in token of their commu- 
nion with their brethren, and their joint intereft with them in 
the altar of the Lord. ~ Chrift is the great altar that fanifies 
every gift: the beft evidence of our intereft in him, will be the 
pattern of his Spirit in our héarts, and our conformity to him: 
if we can produce that, it will-be a teftimony for us, that*we 
have apart in the Lord, and an earneft-of our perfeverance in 
following him, . a 

30 4 And when Phinehas the prieft, and the 
princes of the congregation, and heads ‘of the 
thoufands of Ifrael, which were with him, heard 
the words that the children of Reuben, and the 
children of Gad, and the children of Manaffeh 
{pake, it pleafed them, 31 And Phinehas the 
fon of Eleazar the prieit, faid- unto the children 
of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and to 
the children of Manaffeh, This day we per- 
ceive that the Lorp 7s among us, becaufe ye 
have not committed this trefpafs againft the 


- Lorp: now ye have delivered the children of 


Ifrael out of the hand of the Lorn. . 32° And 
Phinehas the fon’ of Eleazat the prieft, and the 
princes, returned from the children of Reuben, 


and from the children of Gad, out of the land. 


of Gilead, unto the land of Canaan, to the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, and brought them wor again. 
33 And the thing pleafed the children of I{rael, 
and the children of Ifrael bleffed God, and did 
not intend to go up againft them in battle, to de- 

; M firey 


go 
ftroy the land wherein the childen of Reuben 
and Gad dwelt. 34 And the children of Reu- 
ben, and the children of Gad, called the altar 
Ed: for it /pall be a witnels between us, that 
the Lorp is God. 


We have here the good iffue of this controverfy, which, if 
there had not been on both fides a difpofition to peace, as there 
was on both fides a zeal for God, might have been ofall con- 
fequence ; for quarrels about religion, for want of wifdom and 
love, oft prove the moft fierce, and moft difficult to be taken 
up. But thefe contending parties, when the matter was fairly 
ftated and argued, were fo happy as-to underftand one ano- 
ther very well, and fo the difference was prefently compro- 
mifed. 

“1. The ambafladors were wonderfully pleafed, when the fe- 
parate tribes had given in a proteftation of the innocency of 
their intentions in building this altar. © (1.) The ambafladors 
did not call in queftion their fincerity in that proteftation; did 
not fay, You tell us your defign is not for facrifice and offering 5 
but who can believe you? What fecurity will you give us that 
it fhall never be fo ufed? No; Charity believeth all things, bo- 
peth all things ; believes and hopes the beft, and is very loth 
to give the lie to any. (2.) They did not upbraid them with 
the rafhnefs and unadvifednefs of this action ; did not tell them, 


If you would do fuch a thing, and with this good intention, 
yet you might have had that refpect for Jofhua and Eleazar, 


as to have advifed with them, or at leaft have made them ac- 


guainted with it, and fo have faved the trouble and expence of | 
_ this embafly. But a little want of confideration and good man- 


ners fhould be excufed and overlooked in thofe who, we have 
reafon to-think, mean -honeftly. (3.) Much lefs did they go 
about. to fith for evidence to maké¢ out their charge, becaufe they 


had once exhibited it ; but were glad to have their miftake rec- 
tified, and were not at all afhamed to own it. Proud and pee- | 


vith {pirits, when they haye pafled an unjuft cenfure upon their 
brethren; though never fo much convincing evidence be brought 
of the injuftice of it, they will ftand to it, and can by no means 


. be perfuaded to retract it. Thefe ambafladors were’ not fe pre- 
__ judiced ; their brethren’s vindication pleafed them, ver. 30. 
They looked upon their innocency as a token of God’s pré- 


_ fence, ver, 31.3 efpecially when they found that what was 
_ done; was, {o far from being an indication of their growing cool 


to the altar of God, that, on the contrary, it was a fruit of their 
zealous affection to it: You have delivered the children of If- 
rael out of the hand of the Lord; 1. e. you have not, as we fear- 


ed, delivered them into’ the hand of the Lord, or expofed them 


to his judgments, by the trefpals we were jealous of. 


2. The congregation was abundantly fatisfied, when their 
’ ambafladors reported to them their brethrens apology for what 


they had done. . It fhould feem they ftaid together, at leaft by 
their reprefentatives, until’ they heard the iffue, ver. 32. And 
when they underftood the truth of the matter, i plea/ed them, 


yer. 33. and they blefed God. Note, Our brethrens conftancy " 


in religion, their zeal for the power of godlinefs, and their keep- 
ing the unily of the Spirit in faith and love, notwithftanding the 
jealoufies conceived of them as breaking the unity of the church, 


-4s that which we fhould be very glad to be fatisfied of, and 
__fhould make the matter both of our rejoicing and ofour thankf 
giving ; let God haye the glory of it, and let us take the com- 


fort of it. “Being thus fatisfied, they laid down their arms im- 


mediately ; and were fo far from any thoughts of profecuting 


the war they had been meditating again{t their brethren, that 
we may fuppofe them wifhing for the next feaft, when they 


- fhould meet them at Shiloh, 
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| all their enemies round about, that Jo 
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3. The feparate tribes were gratified ; and fince they had a. 
mind to. preferve among them this pattern of the altar of God, 
though there was not likely to be that occafion for it which 
they fancied ; yet Jofhua and the princes let them have their ~ 
humour, and did not give- orders for the demolifhing of it, — 
though there was as much: reafon.to fear that it might in pro- 
cefs of time be an occafion of idolatry, as there was to hope 
‘that ever it might be a prefervation from idolatry. Thus did 
the Prong bear the infirmities of the weak, Only, care was ta~ 
ken that they having explained the meaning of their altar, that 
it was intended for no more but a teftimony of their commu- 


- nion with the altar ‘at Shiloh, this explanation fhould be record= 
_ ed, which was’done according to the ufage of thofe times, by 
| giving a name to it, fignifying fo much, ver. 34. they called it 


Ed; a witnefs; to that and no more: A witnefs of the rela- 
tion they ftood'in to God and Ifrael, and of their concurrehce 
with the reft of the tribes in the fame common faith ; that Fea 
-hovah he is God; he and no other, It was a witnefs to pow 
fterity of their care to tranfmit their religion pure and entire to — 
them; and would be a witnefs againft them if ever they fhould 


- forfake God, and turn from following after him, 


CWA ei 


In this and the fullowing chapter we bave two farewel fer= . 


mons, which Jofhua preached to the people of Ifrael a lit~ 
tle before bis death. Had he defigned to gratify the curin 
ofity of fucceeding ages, he would rather have recorded the 
method of Irael’s fettlement in their new conguefts, their 
hujbandry, manufactures, trade, cuftoms, courts of jujiices. 
and the confiitutions of their infant commonwealth, which 
one would wifh io have been informed of; but that which 
be intended in the regifers of this book, was to entail on 
pofterity a fenfe of religion, and their duty to God ; and 
therefore overlooking thofe things which are the ufual fubs 
yeas of a common bifory, he here tranfmuts to his reader 
the methods he took to perfuade Ifrael to be faithful to their 
covenant with their God, which might have a good influx 
ence on the generations ta come, who fhould read thefereas- 
fonings, as we may hope they had on that generation which 
‘then beard them. In this chapter we have, 1. A conven= 
jon of the fate called, ver. 1,2.3 probably to confult az 
bout the common concerns of their land, and ta fet.in ore. 
der that which, after fome years trial, being. left to their 
prudence, was found wanting. 1. Yo/hua’s fpeech to them 
at the opening, or perbaps at the concluding of the Seffionss. 


to bear which was the principal defign of their coming to~ 

gether. Init, (1-) Fofbua minds them of what God had — 

done for them, ver. 35 4. 9, 14.3 and what he was ready 
to do yet furthers ver. 5, 10. »(2.) He exborts them caren - 

_ fully and refolutely to perfevere in their duty to God, vers. 
6, 8, 11. (3+) He cautions then againft all familiarity 
with their tdolatrous inmates, ver. 7. (4.) He gives 
them fair warning of the fatal confequences of it, if they 

- fhould revolt from God, and turn to idols, ver. 12, 13,155 _ 
16. Inall which be /hewed bimfelf zealous for hisGody 

_ and jealous over Yrael, with a godly jealoufy. 
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ND it came to pafs, a long time aft 
the Lorn had given reft unto Ift 


r that : 


ed old and ftricken in age. 2 And. 


| ed for all Lfrael, and for their elders, and fo 
| their heads, and for their jud ‘hel 
} officers, and faid unto them, lam old az 
-enin age: 3 And ye have feen all th 
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your God hath done unto all thefe nations, be- 
caufe of you; for the Lorp your God 7s he that 
hath fought for you. 4 Behold, I have divided 
unto you by lot thefe nations that remain, to 
be an inheritance for your tribes, from Jordan, 
with all the nations that I have cut off, even 
unto the great fea weftward. 
your God, he fhall expel them from before you, 
and drive them from out of your fight, and ye 
thall poffefs their land, as the Lorp your God 
hath promifed unto you. 6 Be ye therefore 


very courageous’ to keep and to do all that is’ 


‘written in the book of the law of Mofes, that ye 
turn not afide therefrom, to the right hand or 
to the left, 7 That ye come not among thefe 


' nations, thefe that remain amongft you, neither 


f 


make mention of the name of their gods, nor 


' caufe to fwear by them, neither ferve them, nor 


bow yourfelves unto them: 8 But cleave unto 
the Lorn your God, as ye have done unto this 
‘day, g For the Lorp hath driven out from be- 
fore you, great nations and ftrong: but as for 


you, no man hath been able to ftand before you ' 


unto this day. ro One man of you fhall chafe 
-athoufand: for,the Lorp your God, he it zs 


As to the date of this edi@ of Jofhua’s, 


’ .. g. No mention at all is made of the place. where this ge- 


~‘peral aflembly was held. Some think it was at Timnathferah, 
" Jofhua’s own city, where he lived, and whence, being oid, ‘he 


» could not well remove ; but it doth not appear that he took fo 


much {tate upon him. Therefore it is more probable this 
meeting was at Shiloh, where the tabernacle of meeting was; 
and to which place, perhaps, all the males that could, were 
now come up to worfhip before the Lord, at one of the three 


2 ke feafts, which Jofhua took the opportunity of for the de. 


ivering of this charge to them. 
2. There is only a general mention of 


was done. It was long after the Lord had given them ref ; 


_ but it is not faid how long, ver. 1. 


Tt was (1.) So long as 


that Ifrael had time to feel the comforts of their reft and pof- 


us 


feffions in Canaan, and to enjoy the advantages of that good 
Jand. (2.) So long as that Jofhua had time to obferve which 


_ ‘way their danger lay of being corrupted, wiz. by their intimacy 


me 


mn 
y 


with the Canaanites that remained, againft which he is there- 
fore’ careful to arm them. 
3. The perfons to whom Jofhua made this fpeech ; to all 
Tfrael, even their elders, €Fc. So it might be read, ver. 2. 
They could not all come within hearing, but he called for all 
the elders; i. ¢. the privy-counfellors, which in later times con- 
ftituted the great Sanhedrim; the heads of the tribes, 7. ¢. the 
noblemen and gentlemen of their refpective countries ;_ the 
judges learned in the laws, that tried criminals and caufes, and 


gave judgment upon them ; and, laftly, the officers, or fheriffs, 


who were intrufted with the execution of thofe’ judgments. 
Thefe Jofhua called together ; and to them he addrefled him- 
_ felf, (1.) That they might communicate what he faid, or at 


~‘Teaft the fenfe and fubftance of it, to thofe under them, in their 


- refpetive countries ; and fo this charge might be difperfed 
. through the whole nation. (2-) Becaufe, if they would be 
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5 And the Lorp 


that fighteth for you, as he hath promifed you. - 


We 3) 
' 


the time when this 


_ him, though great and {trong in comparifon with you. 


oS: 
prevailed with to ferve God, and cleave-to him; they, by their 
- influence on the common people would keep them right. Lf 


great men be good men, they will help ta make many good. * — 
4. Jofhua’s circumftances when he gave them this charge: 
He was old and firicken in age, ver. 1. Probably it was in 
the laft year of his life, and he lived to be t10 years old, 
chap. xxiv. 29. And he himfelf takes notice of it, in the firft 
words of his difcourfe, ver. 2. When he began to be old, 
fome years-ago, God minded him of it, chap. xiii: 1. Thou 
art old. But now he did himfelf feel.fo much of the decays 
of age, that*he needed not to be told of it; he readily fpeaks 
of it himfelf, J am old and firicken in age. He ufeth it, (1) 
As an argument with himfelf to give them this charge, becaufe 
being old, he could expect to be but a little while with them 
to advife and inftruét them; and'therefore (as St Peter {peaks, 
2 Pet. i. 13.) as long as he is in this tabernacle, he will takeall 
opportunities to put them in remembrance of their duty ; know- 
ing, by the increafing infirmities ‘of age, that he mult fhortly 
put off this tabernacle; and defiring that, after his -deceafe, 
they might ‘continue as. good as they -were now. When we 
fee death haftening towards us, that fhould quicken us to do 


the work of life with all our might. \(2.) As an argument 


with them to give heed to what he faid. He was old and ex- 
perienced, and therefore to be the more regarded; for days . 
fhould fpeak. He was grown old in their fervice, and had 
fpent himfelf for their good; and therefore ‘was to’be the 
more regarded by them. He was old.and dying, they would 
not have~him long to preach to them; therefore let them ob- 
ferve what he faid now, and lay it up in ftore, for the time to 
tome.” ; ag 
- 5. The difcourfe itfelf: the {cope of which is, to engage — 
them, if poflible, them, and their feed after them, to perfevere | 
in the true faith and worfhip of the God of Tfrael. 
‘tft, He puts them in mind of the great things God had 


‘done for them now in htis days, and under his adminiftration ; 


for here he goes no further. back. -find for the proof.of this, 
he appeals to their own eyes, ver. 3. 2 have feen all that the 
Lord your God has done ;- not what I have done, or what you 
have done, we were only inftruments'in God’s hand} but what 
God himfelf had done by me, 'and for you. (1.) Many great 
and mighty nations (as the rate of nations then went) were 


driven out from as fine a countty as any that was at that time _ 


upon the face of the earth, to make room for Ifrael: You fee 
avhat he has done to thefe nations, who were his creatures, the 
work of his hands, and whom. he could have made-new créa- 
tures, and fit for his fervice ; yet fee what deltruction he has 
made of them becaufe' of you, ver. 3.; how he had driven then 
out from pefore you, ver. 9. as if they were of no account’ with 
2. 
They were not only driven out ; that they might haye a 
and yet fent to fome other country, lefs rich, to begin a new 
plantation there, fuppofe to that wildernefs' in which Hrael had 


wandered fo long,'and fo they had only exchanged feats with 


them ; but they were trodden down before them ; though they 
held out againft them with the greateft obftinacy that could 
be, yet they were fubdued before them ; which made the pof _ 
fefling of their land fo much the more glorious to Ifrael, and 
fo much.the more iluftrious an inftance of the power and 
goodnefs of the God of Ifrael, ver. 3. The Lord your God has 
not only:led you, and ‘fed you, and kept you, but he has fought 
for you as'a man of war; by which title he was know among 
them, when he firft brought them out of Egypt, Exod. xv. 3. 
So clear and cheap were all their vitories, during the courfe 
of this long wat, that xo man had been able to ftand before them, 
ver. Q. 2. é. to make head againft them, fo as either to put 
them in fear, create them x difficulty, or give any check ,to 
; me 2 , the 
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the progrefs of their vidtor‘ous arms, In every battle they car- 
nied the day, in every fiege they carried the city. Their lofs 
before Ai was upon a particular occafion,’ was’ inconfiderable, 
and only ferved to fhew them on what terms they ftood with 
God; but otherwife, never was army crowned with fuch a 
conitant uninterrupted feries of fucceffes, as the armies of Ifra- 
el were in the wars of Canaan. (3.) Fhey had not only con- 
quered the Canaanites, but were put in full poffeffion of their 
lind, ver. 4. J have divided to you by lot thefe nations, beth 
thofe which are cut off, and thofe which remain; not only 
that you may fpoil and plunder them, .and live at difcretion 
in them for a time, but.to be a fure and lafting inheritance for 
your tribes. You have it not only under your feet, but in your 
hands. : 
2dly, He affures them of God’s readinefs to carry on, and 
complete this glorious work in due time. It is true, fome of 
the Canaanites did yet remain, and in fome places were {trong 
aod daring ; but that fhould be no baulk to their expeétations: 
when’ Hrael was‘fo multiplied as to be able ‘to replenith this 
Jand, God wold expel the Canaanites. to the laft man, pro- 
vided Irae] would purfue their advantages, and carry on the 
war again{t them with vigour, ver. 5. The Lord your God fhall 
“drive them from out of your fight, fo that there fha!l not be a 
Canaanite to be feen in the land; and even that part of, the 
country which is yet in their hands, ye fhall: poflefs. If it 
were objected, That now the men of war of the feveral tribes 
were difperfed to their refpective countries, and the army) dif- 
~ banded, it would be difficult to get them togecher when there 
was, occafion to renew the war upon the remainders of the 
Canaanites ; in anfwer to that, he tells them what littl need 
‘they had to be in care about the numbers of their forces, ver. 
10. One man of you fhall chafe a thoufand, as Jonathan did, ¥ 
Sam. xiv. 13. Each tribe may venture for itfelf, and for the 
recovery of its own lot, without fearing difadvantage by the 
difproportion of numbers ; for the Lord your God, whofe alle 
power is both to infpirit and to difpirit, and who has all the 
creatures at his beck, he it is that fighteth for yous; and how* 
many do you reckon him for? ae. 
3dly, He hereupon moft earneftly chargeth them to adhere 
to their duty, to go on and perfevere in the good ways of the 
Lord, wherein they were fo well fet out. He exhorts them, 


(1.) To be very courageous, ver. 6. God fighteth for you — 


againf{t your enemies; do you therefore behave yourfelves vali- 
antly for him. Keep and do, with a firm refolution, all that 

- 48 written in the book of the law. He prefleth upon them no 
more than what they were already bound to. — Keep with 

_ ¢are, do with diligence, and eye what is written with fincerity. 
(2.) To be very cautious. " Take heed of mifling Jt, either 

on the right hand, or on the left; for there are errois and ex- 
tremes on both hands. T'ake heed of running either into a 
profane negleé& of any of God’s inftitutions, or into a fuperfti- 
tious-additien of any of your own. inventions. They muft e- 
Apecially take. heed of all approaches towards idolatry, the fin. 
to which they were firft inelined, and would be moft tempted, 
ver. 7. [1.] Whey matt not acquaint themfelves with idola- 
ters, not come among them to vifit them, or be prefent at any 
of their. feafts or entertainments ; for they could: not contra& 
any intimacy, or keep up any converfation with them, without 
danger of infection. [2.] ‘They muft not thew. the leaft re- 
fpect to any-idol, not make menticn of the name of their gods.; 
but endeavour to-bury the remembrance of them in, perpetual. 
oblivion, that the worfhip of them may, never. be réyived ; let 
the very name of them be forgotten. 


Yoathing and deteftation. The Jews would not fuffer- their 
children to name fwine’s fleth, becanfe . it. was forbidden, left 
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_ of the fecond commandment. ; 
(3-) To be very conftant, ver. 8. Cleave unto the Lord your — 
God, i. e. delight in him, depend upon him, devote yourfelves — 


| off this good land which the L 

i Look. upon idols as fil. | ae as d hich the Le 

thy deteftable things, not. to be. named without the utmoft - |: ce 
4 oH fed the covenant of the Lorp.: 


he commanded. you, and haye ¢ 
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the naming of it fhould oceafion their defiring of it; butifthey 
had occafion to {peak of it, they muft call it that Prange thing. - 


It is a pity, that among Chriftians the names of the Heathen 
gods are fo commonly ufed, and made fo familiar as they are, 
efpecially in plays and poems. 


them. They niult not only not {wear by them. themfelves, 
but they muft not caufe others to {wear by them ; which fup- 
pofeth that they muft not make any covenants with idolaters ; 
becaufe they, in the confirming of their covenants, would fwear 
by their idols; never let Ifraelites admit fuch an oath. | 
They muft take heed of thefe occafions of idolatry, left by de- 
grees they fhould arrive at the highelt f{tep of it; which was. 
ferving falfe gods, and bowing down to them, againft the letter 


~ 


to his glory, and continue to do fo to the end, as you have 
done unto this day, ever fince you came to Canaan; for bein 


willing to make the beft of them, he Jooks not fo far back as — 
_ There might be many things amifs.a- — 
mong them, but they had not forfaken the Lord their God, © 


the iniquity of Peor. 


and to infinuate his exhortation to perfeverance with the more 


pleafing power, for this he praifeth them. - Go on and profper, © 
for the Lord is with you while you are with him. Thofe that ne 
command, fhould commend. The way to make people bet- — 


ter, is to make the beft of them. You have cleaved to the 


~ Lord unto this day ; therefore go on to-do fo, elfe you lofe — 
the praife and recompenfe of what you-have wrought. Your ms 
efs will not be mentioned unto you, if you turn from” 


righteoufn 
jteer at 


nes ei, = 


11 Take good heed therefore unto yourfelves, — 
that ye love the Lorp your God. 42 Elfe if | 
ye do in.any wife go back, and cleave unto the 
remnant of thefe nations, even thefe that re- 
main among you, and fhall make marriages — 

with them, and go in unto them, and they to. 
you: 13 Know for a certainty, that the Lorp. 
your God will no more drive out any of thefe~ 
nations from before you; but they iralishess - 
{nares and traps unto you, and fcourges.in your 


Let thefe names which have - 
_been fet up in rivalfhip with God, be for ever loathed aid loft. 
-[3-] They mutt not countenance others, in fhewing refpect to” 


aC gees 


fides, and thorns in your eyes, untih “yer penih -- 


from off this good land which the Lorp your 
God hath given you. 14 And behold, this day 


1 am going the way of all the éarth, and ye know 


in all your hearts and in all your fouls, that Hots): 


one thing hath failed. of all the good thing 


which the Lorp your God {pake concerning: _ 
| you; all are come to pafs unto you, and not 
_ 15 Therefore. — 
it fhall come to- pafs, zbar as all good things are 


one thing hath failed thereof. 


come upon you, whiclr the Lory your God p Oo 
-mifed you: fo fhall the Lorn bring : 5 


all evil things, until he have deftroye: 


hath given you. 16 When ye 
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~ 
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other gods, and bowed yourfelves to them: then. 


fhall the anger of the Lorn be kindled againit 
you, and ye ‘thall perifh~ quickly from off the 


good land which he hath given unto you. 


Here, 1. Jofhua dire&s them what to do that they might 
perfevere in religion, ver. tr. Would we cleave to the Lord 
and not forfake him? (1.) We muft always ftand upon our 
guards for many a precious foul is loft and ruinéd through 
careleffnefs: Take heed therefore, take good beed to yourfelves, 
to your fouls, fo the word is, that the inward man be kept 
clean from the pollutions of fin,.and clofely employed in the 
fervice of God. God has given us precious fouls, with this 
charge, ‘Take good heed to them, keep them with all dili- 
gence, above all keepings. (2.) What we do in religion, we 
mult do frora a principle of love, not by conflraint, or from a 
flavifh fear of God; but of choite, and with. delight. . Love 
the Lord your God, and you will not leave him. 

2. He urges God's fidelity to. them as an argument why 


_ they fhould be faithful to him, ver. 14. Jam going the way, of 


all the earth ; Tam old and dying. T’o die, is to goa jour- 
“hey, a journey to our long home. 
earth, the way that all mankind mutt go, fooner or later, Jo- 


- {hua himfelf, though fo great and good a man, and one that 


-. could fo ill be fpared, cannot be éxempted from this‘common 


lot. He takes notice of it here, that they might look upon 


_ thefe as his dying words and regard them accordingly. Or 


thus, J am dying, and leaving you, me ye have not always; but 


if you cleave to the Lord, he will never leave you. Or thus, . 


Now J am near my end, it is proper to look back upon the 


years that are paft ; and, in the review, I find, and ye your- 
Selves know it, in all your hearts, and in all your fouls, by a 
full conviction, on the cleareft evidence ;.and the thing has 
made an impreflion upon you. That knowledge doth us good, 


which is feated, not in the head only, but in the heart’ and: 


foul, and with which we are duly affeted. Ye know, shat 


_ not one thing hath failed of all the good things which the Lord 


f 


Jpake concerning you, and he fpake a great many. | See chap. 
xxi. 45. _God had promifed them victory, reft, plenty, his 


tabernacle among them, &e. and not one thing had failed of all - 


he had promifed. — Now, faith he, has God been thus true 
to you? Be not you falfe to-him. | It is the apoftle’s argu- 
ment for 


3. He gives them fair warning, what would be the fatal con- 
fequences of apoftafy, ver. 12, 13, 15,16. If you go back, 


’ Know for a certainty it will be your ruin. _Obferve, 


_ 1ff, How he defcribes the apoftafy which he. warns them ae 
-gainft.. The fteps of it would be, ver. 12. growing intimate 


with idolaters, who. would craftily wheedle them, and. infinu- 


ate themfelves into their acquaintance, now they were become | 


lords of the country, to ferve their own ends. . The next ftep 


_. would be intermarrying with them, drawn to it by. their arti- 
fices, who would be glad to beftow their children upon thefe 
wealthy Ifraelites ; and the confequence of that would be, | 


ver, 16, ferving their gods, which. were pretended: to be the 
ancient deities.of the country, and bowing down to. them. 
Thus the way of finis down-hill; and thofe who. have fel- 


__ lowfhip with fioners, cannot avoid having fellowfhip with fin. |. 
’ . This he reprefents, (1.) Asa bafe and fhameful defertion ;_it 


is going back.from what you. have fo well. begun,, ver. 12. 
(2.) Asa moft perfidious breach of. promife, ver. 16. It is 


a tranfgreffion of the covenant of the Lord-your Gody which be |’ 


commanded you, and which you yourfeives fet your hand’to.. 


Other fins were tranfgreflions of the law Gad commanded them ; 


1 ‘ 


_ them ef. 


It is the way of ali the. 


ot perfeyerance, Heb. x. 23. He is faithful, that. has. 
promi. iain 


to cleave to bims. 


HOU. Ay 03 
but this was a tranfpreflion of the covenant that he commanded 
them, and amounted to a breach of the relation between God 
and them, and a forfeiture ‘of all the benefits of the cove- 
nant. 
2d'y, How he defcribes the deftruStion which he warns: 
He tells them, (1.) That thefe remainders of the 
Canaanites, if they fhould harbour them; and. indulge them, 
and join in affinity with them, would be {nares and traps. to 
them, both to draw them to fin, not enly to idolatry, but toe 
all immoralities, which would be the ruin,. not only of their 
virtue, but of their wifdom and fenfe, their fpirit and honour ;. 
and alfo to draw them into foolifly bargains, unprofitable pro- 
jets, and:all. manner of ' inconveniences 3 and having thus by 
‘underhand practices decoyed them into. one mifchief or other,. 
fo as to-pain advantaces againft them, they would then a@ 
more openly, and be /courges in their-fides; and thoras in their’ 
eyes ; would perhaps kill or drive away their. cattle,. burn or 
{teal their corn, alarm or plunder their houfes, and would by 
all ways poflible be vexatious to. them ;. for whatever pretences: 
of. friend{hip they might make, a Canaanite, unlefs profelyted- 
to the faith and worthip of the true.God, would, in every age,, 
‘hate the very name and fight of an Ifraclite. See how thes 
punifhment would be made to anfiver the fin, nay, how the fin. 
-itfelf would be the punifiment. (2.) That the. anger of the 
Lord would be kindled againft them. Befides that, their 
making leagues with the Canaanites would give them the op 
portunity of doing them mifchief; and woald Bethe foftering : 
of {nakes-in their bofoms ; it would likewife provoke. God to» 
become their enemy, ‘antl would kindle the fire of his difplea-- 
fure againit them. ~(3-) That all the threatenings of the word’ 
would be-fulfilled, as the-promifes had ; for the God of eter-- 


_ nal truth is faithful.to both, ver. 15. 43 all’ good’ things have- 


come upon you according to the promife, fo-long as you have- 
Kept clofesto: God, fo all evil things will come upon you, ace: 
cording to the threatening, if you forfake him. Mofes had! 
Jet before them good and evil; they. had experienced the. good, , 
and were now in the enjoyment of it; and the evil Would as» . 
certainly come, if they, were difobedient.. A's God’s promifes ; 
, are not a’fool’s paradife, fo-his threatenings are. not bugbears. 
(4.)."Fhat it would end in the-utter rain of their church and! 
nation,. as. Mofes had foretold. This is. three.times mention-° 
ed here. Your enemies will vex you until ye perifh. from off 
this good land, ver. 13.. Again, God willyplague you until he- 
have deftroyed you from off this. good land, ver. 15. Heaven — 
and earth‘will coneur to root you out; fo that, ver: 16. ye 
Soall perifh from ofthe good land. t will aggravate their pers 
dition, that the land from which.they. fhall perifh is a good . 
land, and a. land. which- God himfelf had given them; and. 
which therefore he would‘have fecared. to them, if they,~by - 
their-wickednefs; had -not thrown themfélyes out-ofity Thus 
the goodnefs-of the heavenly: Canaan, andthe free and fure 
grant God has made oftit, will aggravate the mifery, of thofe 
that fhall for ever be fhut out” and .perifh. fronr it.» Nothing ” 
. will make them fee how wretched they are, fo. much as to fee- 
how happy they,might have been. Jofhwa thus fets beforethem 
the fatal confequences of ‘theix-apoftacy,-that knowing the ters- 
ror of the Lord; they might.be penfuaded with purpofe of heart: 
° bo 


CH A.PD XXIV: 


< Lhis chapter concludes ‘the life and-reign of Jafhua; in: 


which we have, li The great care and. puins be took: tps 
“confie'm the people. of Ifraclin:the true faith and worfbip. 
_ of God, that.they might afier bis death perfevere therein... 

lu.order to this he called another general affembly of the 
heads of the congregation of Lfracl, ver. 133 and pee 
z : eit 


on 1 O-8 HUES 


with them, (1.) By way of narrative, recounting the great 
things God had done for them and their fathers, ver.-2,— 
13. (2.) By way of charge to thent, in conjider ation there- 
of to ferve God, ver. 14. \(3-) By way of treaty with 
them; wherein he aims to bring them, [1.] Zo make reh- 
gion their deliberate chotce ; and they did fo, with reafons 
Jor their choice, ver. 15,—18~ [2.] To make it their de- 
terminate choice, and to refolve to adbere to tt, ver. 19,— 
24.  (4.) By way of covenant upon that treaty, ver. 25, 
— 28. Il. The conclufion of this hiftory, with (1.) The 
death and burial of Fofbua, ver. 29, 39. and Eleazar, 
‘ver, 33. and the mention of the burial of Fofeph’s bones 
upon that occafion, ver. 32. (2.) 4 general account of 
the flate of Ifrael at that time, ver. 31. 
* ® ND Joshua gathered all the tribes of Ifrael 
A to Shechem, and called for the elders of 
‘Hrael, and for their heads, and for their judges, 
and for their officers, and they prefented them- 
{elves before God. 2 And Jofhua faid unto all 
the people, Thus faith the Lorp God, of Ifrael, 
Your fathers dwelt on the other fide of the 
flood in old time, even Terah the father of A- 
braham, and the father of Nahor: and they 
ferved other gods. 3 And I took: your father 
Abraham from the other fide of the flood, and 
ed him throughout all the land of Canaan, and 
multiplied his feed, and gave him Haac. 4 And 
I gave unto Ifaac, Jacob and Efau: and I gave 
unto Efau mount Seir, to poffefs it; but Jacob 
sand his children went down into Egypt. 
fent Mofes alfo and Aaron, and I plagued E- 
-gypt, according to that which I did amongtt 
them: and afterward I brought you out. 6 And 


‘brought your fathers out of Egypt : and you | 
came unto the fea, and the Egyptians purfued — 
_ after your fathers with chariots and horfemen | 


“unto the Red-fea. 7 And when they cried un- 
to the Lorp, he put darknefs between you 
-and the Egyptians, and brought the fea upon 
them, and covered them; and your eyes have 


-feen what I have done in Egypt: and ye dwelt |’ 
in the wildernefs along feafon. 8 And brought { 
you into the land of the Amorites, which dwelt — 
von the other fide Jordan; and they fought with | 


from before you. 9 Then Balak the fon (of 


_ ‘Lippor ‘king of Moab, arofe and warred againtt . 
called Balaam the fon of | 


“Tfrael, and fent and | 
_ Beor to curfe you: ro But I would not hearken 
“unto Balaam, therefore he blefled you ftill: fo 
I delivered you out of his hand. 11 And ye 
went over Jordan, and came unto Jericho: and 


the men of' Jericho fought againft you, the A-— 


~“morites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, 
_and the Hittites, and the Girgafhites, the Hi- 


the Lorp. 


si] 


you: and I gave them into your hand, that ye — 
“might poffefs their land, and I deftroyed them 
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vites, and the Jebufites, and I delivered them. 


into your hand. 12 And.I fent the hornet be- 
fore you,’ which drave them out from before 
you, even the two kings of the Amorites : but 
not with thy fword, nor with thy bow. 13 


And I have given you a land for which ye did 
not labour, and cities which ye built not, and » 
ye dwell in them: of the. vineyards and olive- . 


yards which ye planted not, do ye eat. 14 4 
Now therefore, fear the Lorn, and ferve him 
in fincerity and in truth, and pyt away the 
gods which your fathers ferved on the -other 
fide of the flood, and in Egypt: and ferve ye 


aR 


Jofhua thought he had taken his lat farewel oF Ifrael, in 
the folemn charge he gave them in the foregoing chapter, when. 


he faid, J go the way of all the earth ; but God gracioufly con- 
“tinuing his life longer.than he expegted, and renewing his 
{trength, he was defirous to improve it for the good of Ifrael. 


He did not fay, I have taken my leave of them once, and let. 


ur STEN ye 2. Lhus fart the Lord, Jeho- 
vah, the great God, and the God of I/rael, your God in. coye- 
nant, whom therefore you are bound | to hear and give heed. 
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* to, Note, ‘The word of God is to be received by us as his, 
who ever is the meffenger that brings it, whofe greatnefs can- 
‘not add to it, nor his meannefs diminith from it. 


_, -His fermon confifts of do@rine and application. 


yf, The doétrinal part is a hiftory of the great things God 
~had done for his people, and for their fathers before them. 


* God by Jofhua recounts the marvels of old; I did fo and fo. 


They. muft know and confider, not only that fuch and fach 
_ things were done, but that God did them. It is a feries of 
wonders that is here recorded, and perhaps many more were 


' mentioned by Jofhua; which, for brevity’s fake, are here o- 


mitted. See what God had wrought. (t.) He brought A- 
braham out of Ur of the Chaldees, ver. 2, 3. He and his an- 
ceftors had ferwed other gods there ; for it was the country in 
which, though celebrated for learning, idolatry, as fome think, 
had its rife; there the world by wifdom knew not God. Abra- 
ham, who afterwards was the friend of God, and the great fa- 
vourite of Heaven, was bred up in idolatry, and lived long in. 


“it, till God by his grace fnatched him as a brand out of that 


éurning. Let them remember that rock out of which the 

were hewn, and not relapfe into that fin from which their fa- 
thers, by a miracle of free grace, were delivered. Ltookihim, 
“faith God, elfe- he had never come out of that finful fate. 
Hence Abraham’s jultification is made by the apoftle an in- 
ftance of God’s ju/lifying the ungodly, Rom. iv. 5... (2.);He 
brought him to Canaan} and built up his family; led him 


‘through the land to Shechem, where they now, were3 multi-. 


: Peas feed by Ifhmael, who begat twelve princes ; but at 
aft gave him Ifaac, the promifed fon, and in him multiplied 
“his feed. When Ifaac had two fons, 
provided an inheritance for Efau elfewhere, in mount Seir, that 
Jacob, and the pofterity of Efan might not pretend to a fhare 
in it. «(3.) He delivered the feed of Jacob out, of Egypt with 
‘a high hand, ver. 5, 6.-refeued them out of the hands of Pha- 
raoh and his hoft at the Red fea. ver. 6,7. The fame waters 
were the Ifraelites guard and the Egyptians grave, and this 
“in anfwer to prayer: for though we find in the ftory, that they 
in that diftrefs murmured again{t God, Exod. xiv. 13, 12. 
notice is here taken of their crying to God. He gracioufly ac- 
cepted thofe that prayed to him, and overlooked the foliy. of 


thofe that quarrelled with him, — (4.) He protected: them in. 


the wildernefs, where they are here faid not to wander, but to 
dwell for a long feafon, ver. 7. So wifely were all-their mo- 
“ nons directed, and fo fafely were they kept, that, even there, 


they had as certain a dwelling place as. if they had been in _ 


“a walled city. (5.) He gave them the land of the Amorites, 
on the other fide Jordan, ver. 8. and there defeated the plot 
of Balak and Balaam againft them, fo that Balaam could not 


eurfe them, as lie defired ; and therefore Balak dur{t not fight 


them as he defigned ; and becaufe he defigned it, is here faid ' 
~ todo it. The turning of Balaam’s tongue to blefs Ifrael, when — 
Ve he intended to curfe them, is often mentioned as an inftance of | 


the divine 
any other, be 
we are aware of ) his dominion over the powers of darknefs, 
and over the {pirits of men. 


pet put forth in Ifrael’s favour, as remarkable as 


firft appeared from their war with Sihon. and Og,” the two 


kings of the Amorites, and afterwards in their other battles, 


ver, 12. God had. promifed to do this for them, Exod. — 
| xiii. 27,:28,; and here Jofhua takes notice of the fulfilling - 
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Jacob and Efau, God> 


the land of Canaan might be referyed entire for the feed of | 


but as for me-and my houfe, we will ferve 


ecaufe.in it God proved: (and doth ftill more than_ 


( (6.) He brought them fafely and. 
. tiumphantly into Canaan, delivered the Canaanites into their 
hand, ver. 11. fent hornets before them, when they were actually 
© engaged in ‘battle with the enemy,. 
tormented them, and with their noife terrified them, fo that 
rs they. became a very eafy prey to Tfrael. Thefe dreadful {warms . 


which with- their. {tings | 
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of that promife. See Exod. xxiii. 24, 28. Deut. vii. 20, 
Thefe hornets, it thould feem, annoyed. the enemy more than 
the artillery of Ifrdel; therefore he adds, not aith thy fword 
nor bow. It was purely the Lord’s doings. La/ly, They 
were now in the peaceable poflefion of a good land, and lie 
ved comfortably upon the fruit of other people’s labours, 
Wek, 1. 33— 
2dly, The application of this hiftory of God’s mercies to 
them, is by way of exhortation to fear and ferve God, in gta- 
titude for his favours; and that they might be continued to 
them, ver. 14« Now therefore, in-confideration of all this, . 
(1.) Kear the Lord, the Lord and his goodnefty Hol. iti. 5. 
Reverence a God of fuch infinite power ; fear to offend him, 
and to forfeit his goodnefs. Keep up an-awe of his majefty, 
a deference to his authority, a dread of his difpleafure, and 4 
continual regard to his. all-feeing eye upon you. (2.) Let 
your praétice be confonant to this principle, and ferve him, both * 
by the outward acts of religious worfhip, and every inftance of 
obedience in your whole converfation ; and“this in fincerity 
and truth, with a fingle eye, and an upright heart, and inward. 
impreflions anfwerable. to outward expreflions. That is the 
truth in the inavard part which God requires, Pfal. li. 6. For 
what good will it do us to diffemble with a. God that, fearches 
the heart?.(3.) Put away.the flrange gods, both Chaldean 
and Egyptian idols, for thofe they were moft in danger of re- 
volting to. Tt should feem by this charge, which is repeated, 


“ver. 23..that there were fome among them that privately kept 


in their clofets the images or pictures of thefe dunghill-deities, 
which came to their hands from their anceftors as, heir-l6oms 
of their families, though it may be they did not worfhip them. 
-Thefe Jofhua earneftly urged them to throw away: Deface 
them, deftroy them, ieft you be tempted. to ferye them. Jat 
cob preffed his houfehold; to do this, and at this very place; for 
when they gave him up the little images they had, he duried 
them under the oak which was by Shechem, Gen: xxxv. 2, .. 
Perhaps the oak ‘mentioned here, ver. 26. was the fame oak, _ 
or another in the fame place ; which might be well called the 
oak of reformation, as there were idolatrous oaks. 


15 And if it feem evil unto you to ferve the - 
Lorn, chufe you this day, whom ye will ferye, , 
whether the gods which your fathers ferved, 
that were on the other fide of the flood, or the . 
‘gods of the Amorites, in whofe land ye vere e 


Lorn. 16 And the people anfwered and. 


turn , 
and. 


SS 


é 


and do you hurt, and confume you, after that 
he hath done you good. 21 And the peopie 
faid unto Jofhua, Nay, but we will ferve the 


Lorp. 22 And Jofhua faid unto the people, 
Ye are witnefles againft yourfelves, thatye have - 
chofen you the Lorn, toferve him, And they — 


faid, We are witnefles. 23 Now therefore put 
away (faid he) the ftrange gods which are a- 
rong you, and incline your heart unto -the 
Lorp God of Ifrael. 24 And the people faid 
unto fofbua, the Lorp our God will we ferve, 
and his voice will we obey. 25 So Jofhua made 
a covenant with the people that day, and fet 
them a ftatute, and an ordinance in Shechem. 
26 F And Jofhua wrote thefe words in the 
book of the law of God, arid took a great ftone, 
and fet it up there under an oak, that was by 
the fan@uary of the Lorn. 27 And Jofhua faid 
unto all the people, Behold, this ftone fhall be 
a witnefs unto us; for it hath heard all the 
words of the Lorp which he fpake unto us: it 


fhall be therefore a witnefs unto you, left ye 


deny your God. 28 So Jofhua let the people 
depart, every man unto his inheritance. 


‘Never was any treaty carried on with better management, 
‘nor brought to a better iffue, than this of Jofhua’s with the 
“people, to engage them to ferve God. The manner of his 
‘dealing with them fhews him to be in earneft, and that his 
hheart was much upon it, to leave them under all poflible obli- 
gations to cleave to him, particularly the obligation of a choice, 
and of a covenant. aes 

Fir, Would it be any obligation upon them, if they made 

~ the fervice of God their choice, he here puts them to their 
choice ; not as if it'were antecedently indifferent whether they 


S, . . . 
_ , ferved God or no, or as if it-were at their Jiberty- to refufe 


~ his fervice ; but becaufe it would have a mighty influence upon 
_ their perfeverance in religion, if they embraced it with the rea- 

_ fon of men, and with the refolution of men. 'Thefe two things 

_ hie here brings them to.’ ger, 

1, He brings them to embrace their religion rationally and 


| intelligently, for it isa reafonable fervice. The will of man 


is apt to glory in its native liberty, and, ina jealoufy for: the 


~ honour of that, adheres with molt pleafure to that which Is its. ” 


own choice, and is not impofed upon it; therefore it is! God’s 
will that this fervice fhould be, not our chance, or a force up- 

"on us, but our choice. : 

hs ge cooly» if, 
re 

that fland for thé ele@tion; the Lord Jehovah on one fide, and 
on the other fide, either the gods of their anceftors, which 


21 Ree ie ‘ 
Jofhua fairly puts the matter to their 


Bes swould pretend to. recommend themfelves to thofe that were 


~ fond of antiquity, and that which was received by tradition 
from their fathers, or the gods of their neighbours, the Amo- 


rites, in whofe land they dwelt ; which would infinuate them- 


felves into the affections of thofe that were complaifant, and 
fond of good: fellowhhip. 
to whom, upon fome account or other, it would /cem evil to 
Jerve the Lord. There are prejudices and objections which 
fome people raife againft religion, which, with thofe that are 
anclined to the world: and the flefh, have a great force. It 


ice, ver. 15.3 where, (1.) He propofeth the candidates 


(2.) He fuppofeth there were thofe 
| ever others did. “Though all the families of 1 


| will ftedfaftly adhere to the God of If 


Hi oN: 
feems evil to them, hard, and unreafonable, to be obliged to 
deny themfelves, mortify the flefh, take up their crofs, Se. 
But being ina ftate of probation, it is fit there“fhould be fome 


_ difficulties in the way, elfe there were no trial. (2.) He re- 
fers it to themfelves: Chufe you whom you will ferve; chufe 


Chap. XXIV. 


long after this, referred the decifion of the controverfy between 
Jehovah and Baal to the confcicnces of thofe with whom he 


/ matter here to. this iffue, plainly intimates two things.  [1.}) 
That it is the will of God we fhould every one of us make re- 


- bring as many as we would to the fervice of God, we 
bring as Many as we can, and extend our “endeavou 
_utmolt {phere of our activity. If we cannot refo 
‘let us put away iniquity far from our own. taber 
Firft I, and then ray houfe. Note, Th 
in other things, fhould be firft in the fer 


4 


before in the belt things. La/tly; He refok 


volt from God, and ferve idols, yet 


> 


~~ 


this day, now the matter is laid thus plainly before you ; fpee-~ 
dily bring it to a head, andedo not ftand hefitating. Elijah, 


was treating, 1 Kings xviii 21. Jofhua’s putting of the 


\ 


. 


1 
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Chap. XXIV, 


refolve to ferve God, mult not ftick at being fingular in it, nor 
be drawn by the crowd to forfake his fervice.  Thofe that are 
bound for heaven, muft be willing to /wim againft ihe fiream, 
and mui{t not do as the moft do, but as the belt do. 

_ 2dly, The matter being thus put to their choice, they im- 
niediately determine it by a free, rational, and intelligent de- 


, Claration for the God of. Ifrael, againft all competitors what- 


foever, ver. 16,17, 18. Here, -(3.) They concur with Jo- 
{hua in his refolution, being influenced by the example of fo 


' great a man, who had been fo great a blefling to them, ver. 18. 


We alfo will ferve the Lord. See how much good gréat men 
might do, if they were but zealous in religion, by their influ- 
€nce on their inferiors. (2.) They ftartle‘at the thought of 


apoftatizing from God, ver. 16. God forbid. The word in- . 


tsmates the greateft dread and deteftation imaginable: Far be 
it, far be it from us, that we or ours -fbould ever forfake the 
Lord, to ferve other gods. We.mutt be perfeétly loft to all 
fenfe of jultice, gratitude, and honour, ere we can harbour the 
leaft thought of fuch a thing. hus mutt our hearts rife againft 
all temptations to defert the fervice of God: Get thee behind 
me, Satan. (3.) They give very fubftantial reafons for their 
choice, to fhew that they did not make. it purely in complai- 


» fance to Jofhua, but from a full convigion of the reafonable- 
nefs and equity of it. They make this choice for and in con-° 


had done for tWm, bringing them out of Egypt, through the 
wildernefs intoMCanaan, ver. 17,18. Thus they repeat’ to 
themfelves Jofhua’s fermon, and then exprefs their fincere 
compliance with the intentions of it. [2.] Of the relation 
they ftood in to God, and his covenant with them: We will 


fideration, [1 ito, the many great and very kind things God 


 ferve the Lord, ver. 18. for he is our God, who hath graci- 


engaged himfelf by promife to us, and to whom we have 
olemn vow engaged ourfelves. 

2. He brings them to embrace their religion refolutely, and 
to exprefs a full purpofe of heart to cleave to the Lord. Now 
he hath them in a good mind, he follows his blot, and drives 

. the nail to the head, that it might, if pofhible, be a nail in a 
_ fure place.  Faft bind, faft find. i 

1ff, In order to this,. he fets before them the difficulties of 
Teligion, and that in it which might be thought difcouraging, 
ver. 19,20. Yecannot ferve the Lord, for he is a holy God; 
or, as it is in the Hebrew, he is the holy Gods ; intimating the 
myftery of the trinity, three in one ; holy, holy, holy ; holy 
Father, holy Son, holy Spirit. He will not forgive: but if 
you forfake him, he will do you burt. Certainly Jofhua doth 
not intend hereby to deter them from the fervice of God, as 
impracticable and dangerous. But, (1.) He perhaps intends 
to reprefent here the fuggeftions of feducers, who tempted If 
rael from their God, and from the fervice of him, with fuch 


soil 
rh! 


_ infinuations as thefe; that he was a hard mafter, his work 
. impoflible to be done, and he not to be pleafed, and, if dif- 


pleafcd, implacable and revengeful ; that he would confine 
_ their refpeéts to himfelf only, and would not fuffer them to fhew 
’ the leaft kindnefs for any other; and that herein he was very 
unlike the gods of the nations, which were ‘eafy, and neither 
holy nor jealous. It is probable this was then commonly ob- 
jected againft the Jewith religion, as it has all along been the 
artifice of Satan, ever fince he tempted our firft parents, thus 
to mifreprefent God and his laws as harfh and fevere ; and Jo- 
fhua, by his tone and manner of fpeaking, might make them 
_ perceive he intended it as an objeétion, ‘and would put it to 
them how they would keep their ground again{ft the force of 
it. Or, (2.) He thus expreffeth his godly jealoufy over them, 


and his fear concerning them, that, notwithftanding the pro- 
_ kefhons they now made of zeal for God and his fervice, they 


would afterwards draw back; and if they did, they would 
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find him juft and jealous to revenge it. Or, (3.) He refolves 
to let them know the worlt of it, and what (tri@ terms théy 
muft expect to ftand upon with God, that they might fit down 
and count the coft: Ye cannat ferve the Lord, except you put 
-away all other gods; for he is holy and jealous, and will by 


“no means‘admit a rival : and therefore you muft be very watch - 


ful and careful, for it is at your peril if you defert his fervice ; 
better you had never known it. ‘Thus, though our matter has 
affured us, that bis yoke is eafy ; yet, left upon the prefump- 
tion of the: we fhould grow remifs and carelefs, he hath alfo 
told us, that the gate is ftrait, and the way narrow that leads 
to life, that we may therefore ftrive to enter, and not feck 
only. You cannot ferve God and Mammnion; therefore, if you 
refolve to ferve God you muft renounce all competitors with 
him. You cannot ferve God in your own ftrength, nor will 
he forgive your tranfgreflions for any righteoufnefs of your own; 
but all the feed of Ifrael muft be juftified, and muf} glory in the 
Lord alone, as their righteoufne/s and frrength, Ma. xlv. 24, 25.5 
they muft therefore come off from all confidence in their own 
fufhiciency, elfe their purpofes would be to no purpofe. Or, 
(4-) Jofhua thus urges to them the feeming difcouragements 
which lay in their way, that he might fharpen their refolutions, 
and draw from them a promife yet more exprefs and folemn, 
that they would continue faithful to God and their religion. 
He draws it from them, that they might catch at it the more 
earne(tly, and hold it the falter. , 

2d/y, Notwithftanding this remonftrance he makes of the 
difficulties of religion, they declare a firm and fixed refofution 
to continue and perfevere therein, ver. 21. Nay,dut we will 
Jerve the Lord; we will think never the worfe'of him for his 
being a holy and jealous God, nor for his confining his fervants 
td worfhip himfelf only. Juftly will he confume them that 
forfake hum, but we never will forfake him. Not only we have 
a good mind to ferve him, and we hope we fhall, ‘but we are 


at a point; we cannot bear to hear any intreaties to leave him, 


or to turn from following after him, Ruth i. 17.5 in the ftrength 
of divine grace we are refolved that we will ferve the Lord. 
This refolution they repeat with an explication, ver. 24. The 
Lord our God will we ferve 3 not only be called his fervants, 
and wear his livery only, but our religion fhall rule us in eve- 
ry thing, and his voice will we obey. And in vain do we call 
him mafier and Lord, if we do not the things which he faith, . 
Luke vi. 46. This laft promife they make in anfwer to the 
charge Jofhua gave them, yer. 23. that, in order to their per- 
feverance, they fhould, (1.) Put away the images and relics 
of the {trange gods,’ and not keep any of the tokens of thofe 
other lovers in their cuftody, if they refolved there maker 
Should be their hufoand. ‘They promife in this to obey his 
voice. (2.) That they fhould incline their hearts to the God 
of Ljrael, ufe their authority over their own. hearts to engage 
them for God; not only to fet their affe€tions upon him, but 
to fettle them fo. ‘Thefe terms they agree to; and thus, “as 


. Jofhua explains the bargain, they ftrike it; Zhe Lord car 


God will we ferve. 

Secondly, The fervice of God being thus made their delibe- 
rate choice, Jofhua binds them to it by a folemn covenant, ver. 
25. Mofes had twice phblicly ratified this €ovenant between | 
God and ifrael, at mount Sinai, Exod. xxiv. and’in the plains 
of Moab, Deiit. xxix.1. Joshua had likewile-done it ence, 
chap. vili. 31. and now the fecond time. It is here ‘called a 

flatuie, and an ordinance, becaufe of the ftrength and perpetuity 
of its obligation ; and becaufe even this covenant bound them. 
to ne more than what they were antecedently bound to by the 
divine command. i ¥ 

Now, to give it the formalities of a covenant, (1.) He calls 
witneffes; no other but themfelves; ver. 22. 2 are witneffes 

that 
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that ye have chofen the Lord. He promifeth himfelf, that they . 


would never forget the folemnitiesof this day; but if hereafter 
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they fhould break this covenant, he affures them that the pro- | 


feflions and promifes they had now made, would certainly rife 
up in judgment again{t them, and condemn them} and they a- 
greed to it: We are witneffes: let us be judged out of our 
:own mouths, if ever we be falfe to our God. (2.) He put 
it in writing, and inferted it as we find it here in the facred 
canon: He wrote it in the book of the law, ver. 26.3; in that 
original which was laid up in the fide of the ark, and from 
thence, probably, it was tranfcribed into the feveral copies 
which the princes had for the ufe of each tribe. 
was- written, that their obligation to religion by the divine pre- 
cept, and that by their own promife, might remain on record 
together. (3.) He ereéted a memorandum of it, for the be- 
nefit of thofe who perhaps were not converfant with writings, 
ver. 26,27. He fet up a great fione under an oak, as a mo- 
nument of this covenant; and perhaps wrote an infcription up- 
on it, (by which {tones are made to fpeak), fignifying the in- 
tention of it. When he faith it had heard what was paft, he 
tacitly upbraids the people with the hardnefs of their hearts, 
as.if this {tone had heard to-as good purpofe as fome of them; 
and if they fhould forget what was now done, this ftone would 
fo far preferve the remembrance of it, as to reproach them for 
their f{tupidity and careleffnefs, and be a witnefs again{t them. 

The matter being thus fettled, Jofhua difmiffed this affembly 
of the prandces of Iftael, ver. 28.~ and took his laft leave of 
them, well fatisfied in having done his part, by which he had 
delivered his foul: if they perifhed, their blood would be up- 
‘on their own heads, . 


' 29 | And it came to pafs after thefe things, 
that Jofhua the fon of Nun, the fervant of the 
Lorn died, being an hundred and ten years old. 
30. And they buried him in the border of his 
inheritance in Timnath-ferah, which ir in 
mount Ephraim, on the north-fide of the hill 


of Gaafh. 31 And Ifrael ferved the Lorp all | 


the days of Jofhua, and all the days of the el- 


ders that overlived Jofhua, and which ‘had | 


known all the works of the Lorp, that he had 


done for Ifrael. 32 { And the bones of Jofeph, | 
which the children of Ifrael brought up out of | 


Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of 


ground which Jacob bought of the fons of Ha- | 
mor the father of Shechem, for an hundred | 


pieces of filver; and it became the inheritance 


of the children of Jofeph. 33 And Eleazar the |- 
fon of Aaron died, and they buried him in a | 


hill that pertained to Phinehas his fon, which 
was given him in mount Ephraim. 


This book which began with triumphs, here ends with fu- 


nerals, by which all the glory of man is ftained. 
1. Here is Jofeph buried, ver. 32. He died about two 


hundred years’ before in Egypt; but gave commandment con- | 


serning his bones, that they fhould not reft in their 
. dil Hrach had reff in the dand of promife, 


grave “Un- 
Now,, therefore, 


| kept in their camp till Canaan was perfe@tly reduced; now at 


There it | 


‘8 


| pel-church, that-Chrift, our Jothua, is fill with 


os 


the children of Ifrael, who had brought this coffin full of bones 
with them out of Egypt, carried it along with them in all their 
marches through the wildernefs, (the two tribes of Ephraim 
and Manaffeh, it is probable, taking particular care of it), and 


laft they depofited it in that piece of ground which his father 
gave him near Shechem, Gen. xlvii. 22. Probably it. was. 


upon this occafion that Jofhua called for all Ifrael to meet him 
at Shechem,- ver. 1. to attend Jofeph’s coffin to the grave 
there ; fo that the fermon in this chapter ferved both for Jo- 
feph’s funeral-fermon, and his own farewel-fermon; and if it 


fay, that Eleazar, a little before he died, called the elders tO- 
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He was, buried in a hill that pertained to Phinehas his fon, 


oftentimes doth one head hold. up. ‘How well is 


rit, and qwill be. always, even’ unto the end of the wor 


Chap. XXIV. 


EXPOSITION, &. 


, OF THE BOOK OF 


Pe De EG 


THIS is called in the Hebrew Sepher Shophtim, the book of Fudges; which the Syriac and Ara- 


bic verfions enlarge upon, and call it The book of the Fudges of the children of Ifrael. The 


judgments of that nation being peculiar, fo were their judges, whofe office differed vaftly from 


that of the judges of other nation. The LXX. intitles it only Keil Judges. It is the hiftory 


_ of the commonwealth of Ifrael, during the government of the judges from Othniel to Eli; fo 


- 


much of it as God faw fit to tranfmit to us. It contains the hiftory, according to Dr Lightfoot’s 


omputation, of 299 years; reckoning to Othniel of Judah, 40 years; to Ehud of Benjamin, 80 
years; to Barak of Naphtali, 40 years; to Gideon of Manaffeh, 40 years; to Abimelech his fon, 


3 years; to Tolah of Iffachar, 23; to Jair of Manaffeh, 22; to Jephtha of Manaffeh, 6; to Ib- 


~“zan of Judah, 7; to Elon of Zebulun, 10; to Abdon of Ephraim, 8; to Samfon of Dan, 20; in 


all 299. As for the years of their fervitude, as where Eglon is faid to opprefs them eighteen 
years, and Jabin twenty years, and fo fome others, thofe muft be reckoned to fall in with fome 
or other.of the years of the judges. The judges here appeared to have been ‘of eight feveral 
tribes. That honour was thus diffufed, until at laft it centered in Judah. Eli and Samuel, the 
two judges that fall not within this book, were of Levi. It feems there was no judge of Reu- 
ben or Simeon, Gad or Afher.. The hiftory of thefe judges, in their order, we have in this 
book, to the end of chap, xvi.; and then, in the five laft chapters, we have an account of fome 


_ particular memorable events which happened, as the ftory of Ruth did, Ruth i. 1. in the days 
_ when the judges ruled, but not certain in which judge’s day’s; but they are put together at the 


end of the book, that the thread of the general hiftory might not be interrupted. Now, as to 


‘the fate of the commonwealth of Ifrael during this period, 1. They do not appear here either 


fo great or fo good as one might have expected the character of fuch a peculiar people fhould 
‘have been, that were governed by fuch laws, and enriched by fuch promifes. We tind them 


_ wretchedly corrupted, and wretchedly opprefled by their neighbours about them; and no 


where in all the book, either in war or council, do they make any figure proportionable to their 


» glorious entry into Canaan. What fhall we fay to it? God would hereby thew us the lament- 
able inrperfection of all perfons and things under the fun, that we may look for complete ho- 
‘linefs and happpinefs in the other world, and not in this. ‘Yet, 2. We may hope, that though. 


the hiftorian in this book enlargeth moft upon their provocations and grievances, yet that there 
was a face of religion upon the land; and however there were thofe among them that were drawn 
afide to idolatry, yet the tabernacle-fervice, according to the law of Mofes, was kept up, and. 
there were many that attended it. Hiftorians record not the common courfe of juftice and 


commerce in a nation, taking that for granted, but only the wars and difturbances that happen; 
but the reader muft confider the other‘to balance the blacknefs of them. 3. It fhould feem, 


_ that in thefe times each tribe had very much its government in ordinary within itfelf, and aé- 


_ed feparately withoet one common head, or council; which occafioned many differences among: 


_ themfelves, and kept them from being or doing any thing confiderable. 4. The government 


of the judges was not conftant, but occafional. When it is faid, that, after Ehud’s victory, the 


N 2 land 


“Lorn, faying, Who fhall go up for us againft 


100 


} Usb’ G28 8; Chap. I. | 
Jand refted eighty years, and after Barak’s forty; it is not certain that they lived, much lefs. 
that they governed fo long; but they and the reft were raifed up and animated by the Spi- 
rit of God, to do particular fervice to the public when there was occafion; to avenge Yrael of 
their enemies, and to purge Ifrael of their idolatries, which are the two things principally meant 
by their judging Ifrael. Yet Deborah, as a prophetefs, was attended for judgment by all Ifrael, 
before there was occafion for her agency in war, Judg. iv. 4. 5. During the government of 
the judges, God was in a more fpecial manner Ifrael’s king ; fo Samuel tells*them when they 
were refolved to throw off this form of government, 1 Sam. xii. 12. God would try what his 
own law, and the conftitutions of that, would do to keep'them inorder; and it proved, that 
when there was no king in Ifrael, every man did that which was right in bis own eyes: he 
therefore, towards the latter end of this time, made the goyertiment of ‘the judges more con- 
ftant and univerfal.than it was at firft, and at length gave them David,.a king after his own 
heart. Then, and not till then, Ifrael began to flourifh, which fhould. make us very thankful - 
for magiftrates, both fupreme and fubordinate; for they are minjflers of God unto us for good. 


Four of the judges of Ifrael are canonized, Heb. xi. 32. Samfon 
‘The learned Bifhop Patrick thinks the prophet Samuel was penman of this book. 


Gideon, Barak, Samfon, and Jephtha. ; 


rH ALPs tr. 
This chapter gives us a particular account what fort of pro- 
grefs the feveral tribes of Ifrael made in the reducing of 
Canaan after.the death of Fofbua. He did (as we fay) 
break the neck of that great work, and put it into fuch a 
_pofture, that they might eafily have perfeced it in due time, 
of they bad not been wanting to themfelves. What they 
did in order hereunto, and wherein they came /hort we are ~ 
here told. 1. The united tribes of Judah and Simeon did 
bravely. (1.) God appointed Fudah to begin, ver. 1, 2, 
(2.) Fudab took Simeon.to adi in conjunchon with him, 
ver. 3. (3.) They fucceeded in their enterprifes againft 
Bezek, ver. 4,—7.3 Ferufalem, ver. 8.; Hebron and De- 
bir, ver. 9,—1 5-3 Hormah, Gaza, and other places, ver. 
17,18, 19. (4.) Yet, where there were chariots of iron, 
. their bearts failed them, yer. 19. Mention ts made of the, 
Kentes fettling among them, ver. 16. IL. The other tribes 
_an comparifon with thefe, did but fneakingly. (1.) Ben- 
jamin failed, ver. 21. (2.) The boufe of Fofeph did well 
againft Beth-el, ver. 22,—-26. but in other places did not 
amprove their advantages ; not Manaffeh, ver. 27, 28- 
nor Ephraim, ver. 29. (3-) Zebulun [pared the Canaang. 
ites, ver. 30. (4.) A/ber truckled waorfe than any o 
_ them to the Canaanites, ver. 31, 32+ (5.) Naphtali was 
kept out of the full poffeffion of feveral uf bis cities, ver. 
33. (6,) Dan was ftraitened by the _Amorites, ver. 34. 
No account 1s given of Ifachar, nor of the two tribes and 
a half on the other fide Jordan. . 


' TOW after the death of Jothua, it came to 
N pafs, that the children of Ifrael afked the’ 


¥ 


the Canaanites firft to fight againft them? 2° 
And the Lorn faid, Judah fhall go up: behold, 
I have delivered the land into his hand. 3 And 
Judah faid unto Simeon ‘his brother, Come up: 
with: me into my lot, that we may fight againtt 


Canaanites, and Llikewife will go with thee [| . od app 
the: Candas nad Ei 8 hee; 4 fed’ him faccefs, ver.2. JL have delivered 
» to be poffeffed ; and therefore. will, deliver 


into. thy lot. So Simeon went with him.. 4 
And fudah went up; and the Lorop: delivered 
the Canaanites and the Perizzites. into. their 


| each tr 
honous at eat whether each was afraid of. being firft, and: — 


fe 
ng le difpofe of honours, and to. cut. out work. 


hand: and they flew of them in Bezek ten ' 
thoufand men. 5 And they found Adoni-be- 
zek in Bezek: and they fought againft him, 
and they flew the Canaanites, and the Periz- _ 
“zites. 6 But Adoni-bezek fled, and they pur- 
fued after him, and caught him, and cut off his. 
thumbs and his great toes. 7 And Adoni-be- | 
zek faid, Threefcore and ten kings, having their, 
thumbs and their great toes cut off, gathered 
their meat under my table : as I have done, fo. 
God hath requited me. And they brought — 
him to Jerufalem, and there he died. 8 (Now 
the children of Judah had fought againft Jeru- 
falem, and had taken it, andfinitten it with the: 
edge of the {word, and fet the city on fire). 
Here, 1. The children of Ifrael confult the oracle of God: 
for direétion, which of all the tribes thould firft attempt to- 
clear their country of the Canaanites, and to animate and en-. 
courage the reft. It qvas after the death of Fofbua. ‘While- 
he lived, he direéted them, and all the tribes were obedient. 
to him; but when he died, he left no facceffor in the fame au-. 
thority that he had had; but the people muft confult the breaft-- 
plate of judgment, and thence receive the word of command 5. 
for God himfelf as he was their king, fo he was the Lord of * 


their hofts, The queftion they afk is, Who fhall go up firft ?° 


ver. 1. By this time we may fuppofe they were fo multiplied,> 


_ that the places they were in pofleflion of began to be too ftrait: 


for them, and they muft thruft out the enemy to make room.. 
Now they enquire, who fhould firft take up arms? Whether: 
‘ibe was ambitious of being firft, and fo ftrove for: the. 


fo {trove to: 


Ve 


{tro écline, it doth not appear.; but, by common con-- 
nt, the matter was referred to God himfelf, who. is. fittelt: 


irft, and‘promi-. — 
and into his hand: 
e enemy-“into, his: 
deftroyed:. An: 
1.) Judah. was 


2. God appointed that Judah fhould go. 


~ hand that keeps him out ae pofletfion, ‘oi 
why mult Judah be firft in this untertaking 


\ 
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the moft numerous and powerful tribe, and therefore let Judah 
venture firft. Note, God appoints fervice according to the 
ftrength he has given. Thofe that are moft able, from them 
moft work is expected. (2.) Judah was firft in dignity, and 
therefore muft be firft in duty. He it is whom Ais brethren 
muft praife; and therefore he it is that muft lead in perilous 
fervices. Let the burden of honouf, and the burden. of work 
g0 together. (3.) Judah was firlt ferved; the lot came up 

r Judah firft, and therefore Judah muft firft fight.*~ (4.) 
Judah was the tribe out of which our Lord was to fpring; {o 
that in Judah, Chnift, the lion of the tribe of Judah, went be§ 
fore them. Chrift engaged the: powers of darknefs firft, and 
foiled them; which animates us for conflicts; and-it is in 


. 4 ° 
him that we are more than conquerors. Obferve, the fervice . 


and the fuccefs are put together. Judah fhall go up; let him 
do his part, and then he fhall find # have delivered the land 
into his hand. His fervice will not avail, unlefs God give 
the fuccefs; but God will not give the-fuccefs, unlefs he vigo- 
roufly apply himfelf to the fervice. . 

, 3. judah hereupon prepares to go up, bnt courts his bro- 
ther and neighbour the tribe of Simeon, (the lot of which tribe 
fell within that of Judah, and was afligned out of it),. to join 
forces with him, ver. 3. 
eft fhould not defpife, but defire the afliftance even of thofe 
that are weaker, Judah was the moft confiderable of all the 
tribes, and Simeon the leaft confiderable ; and yet Judah begs 
Simeon’s friendfhip, and prays. an aid from him. The head 
cannat fay to the foot, / have no need of thee; for we are 

members one of another. ( 2.) 'Thofe that crave afliltance, muft 
be ready to give afliftance: Come with me into my lot ; and 
then J will go-<vith thee into thine. It becomes Lfraelites to 

“help one another again{t Canaanites; and all Chriftians, even 

i thofe-of different tribes, to {trengthen one another’s hands a- 
-gainf{t the common interefts of Satan’s kingdom. Thofe who 
thus help one another in love, have reafon to hope that God 


_- will ‘pracioufly help them both. 


4. The confederate forces of Judah and Simeon take the 
field: Fudah went up, ver. 4.; and Simeon with him, ver. 
4g It is, probable Caleb, was commander in chief: in this: expe- 
dition; for who. fo fit as he, who had both an old man’s head, 
and a young man’s hand ; the experience of age, and the vi- 


» gour of youth, Jofh. xiv. 105.11.; and who, as fhould feem by 


what follows, ver. 10, 11. was not yet in poffeffion: of his own 


allotment? lt was happy for them they had fuch a general, 
_ that, according to his name, was all heart. Some think that: 


_, the Canaanites were got together into a body, a formidable bo- 
_ dy, when Ifracl confulted who. fhould go fight again/t them ; 
., and) that they then began to ftir when they: heard of the death 


_ of Jofhua, whofe name had been fo dreadful to thems but, if 
fo, it proved they did but meddle to their own hurt. 
95+ God gave them: great fuccefg. Whether they invaded’ 


_ the enemy, or the enemy firft gave them the alarm, the Lord 


. delivered them into their hand, ver. 4. "Though the army of: 


_ Judah was ftrong and. bold, yet the victory is attributed to 
| Gods he delivered the Canaanites into their hands; having gi- 


ven them authority, he here gives them abilty to deftroy them ;: 


_ put it in their power,, and fo. tried their obedience to his com- 
mand, which was utter/y to cut them off. Bifhop. Patrick ob- 
ferves upon this, that we meet not’ with fuck. religious expref- 
fions in the Heathen writers, concerning the. fuccefs.of' their 


arms, as we have here and elfewhere inthe facred hiftory.. I 
__ with fuch pious acknowledgments ofithe divine providence were 


_ not grown into difufe-at: this time; with many, that are called 


. Chriftians, Now, (1-) We are told’ how: the army:of the |) 
Canaanites was routed imthe field, in or near Bezek; the place |. 


_ where they drew up, which afterwards Saul made the place of 


Obferve here, (1.) That the {trong- | 


. merly ia Jofhua’s. time, and only repeated. on occafion 


- 
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a general rendezvous, 3 Sam. xi, 8. . He flew ten thoufand 
men ; which blow, if followed, could not but be a very great wea- 
kening to thofe that already were brought fo very low. (2.) 
How their king was taken and mortified. Addni-bezek, lord 
‘of Bexek, fo it fignifies.. There have been thofe that called 
their lands by their ovum names, Pfal. xlix. 11.3 but here was 
one (and there has been many another) that called: himfeif by 
his land’s name. He was taken prifoner after the battle ; aid 
we are here told how they ufed him; they cut off his thumbs, 
to disfit hini' for fighting; and bis great toes, that he might not 
be able to ran away, ver. 6. “It had been barbarous thus to 
triumph over a man in mifery, and that lay at their mercy; 
but that he was a devoted Canaanite, and one that had in like 
manner abufed others, which probably they had heard of. » Jo- 
fephus faith they cut off his hands and his feet; probably fup- 
pofing thofe more ‘likely to-be mortal wounds, than: only the 

cutting Off of his thumbs and his great toes: But this indigni= 
ty they did him, extorted front him an acknowledgement of 
the righteoufnels of God, ver. 7. Where obferve, (1.) What- 
a great man this Adoni-bezek had been; how great in the 
field, where armies fell before him; how great at homme, where 
kings were fet with the dogs of his flock; and ‘yet now himfelf 
a prifoner, and reduced to the extremity of meannef§ and dift- 
grace. See how changeable this world, and how {lippery its: 
high places. are. Let not the higheft be proud, nor the ftrong- 
eft fecure, for they know not how low they may’ be brought. 
before they die. (z.) What defolations he had made among 
his neighbours :: He had wholly fubdued feventy kings, to that. 

_ degree as.to.have them: his prifoners. He that was. the chief 
perfon in a city,, was then called a king; and the greatnefs of 
their title did’ but agpravate their difgrace, and fired’ the pride: 
of him that infulted over them. We cannot fuppofe that A- 
doni-bezek had feventy of thefe petty princes at once his flaves 5, 
but firft and laft, im the courfe of his reign, he had thus depo- 
fed and abufed fo many; who perhaps. were. many of them: — 
kings of the fame cities that fucceflively oppofed him; and) 

. whom he thus treated to pleafé his own’ imperious barbarous 
fancy, and for terror to others.. It feems the Canaanites: had 
been wafted: by: civil: wars, and thofe bloody ones among then 
felves, which would very much facilitate the conqueft: of theny 
by Ifrael. Judah (faith Dr Lightfoot) in. conquering Adoni 
bezek, did,.in effeat, conquer feventy Kings.. (.3.) How juftly 

he was treated, as he had treated others. ‘Thus the righteous: 

God fometimes in his providence makes the punifhment to an-- 

« fwer the fin, and obferves an equality in:his judgments. The: 

~ fpoiler fhall be fpoiled, and: he treacherous. dealer dealt treacher- 
oufly with, Tas. xxxiii. r And’ they that /hewed no mercy, /ball’ 
have no mercy foewed them, James ii: 13, See Rev. xiii. ro. 

' xvii. 6. (4.) How honeftly. he owned the righteonfnefs of 

~ God herein::. 4s J have done, fo God hath requited me. See 

_ the power of confcience,. when.God by, his judgments awakens 
it, how it brings fin'to remembrance, and fubfcribes to the 


‘an a@ of juftice, that would’ have favoured:more of pride. and: 
) haughtinefs than did: become:an Lfraelite: 
' 6. Particular: notice:is taken: of the conquet of Jerufalem: 


ver..8. Qur’ tranflators judge it {poken of here,. as:done for-- 


of A-- 


donie 
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doni-bezek’s dying there ; and therefore read it, they bad fought 
againft’ Ferufalem, and put this verfe in a parenthefis: but 
the original fpeaks of it as a thing now done, and that feems 
moft probable ; becaufe it is {aid to be done by the children of 
Judah in. particular, not by all Ifrael in general, whom Jo- 
ihua commanded. Jofhua indeed conquered and flew A- 
doni-zedek, kieg of Jerufalem, Jofh. x. But we read not 
there of his taking the city: probably, while he was purfuing 
his conquefts elfewhere, this Adoni-bezek, a neighbouring 
prince, got poffeflion of it, whom having conquered in the 
tield, the city fell into their hands, and they flew the inhabit- 
ants, except thofe who retreated into the caftle, and held .out 
there till David’s time; and they fet the city on fire, in token 
of their deteftation of the idolatry wherewith it had been deep- 
sy infected ; yet probably not fo as utterly to confume it, but 
to leave convenient habitations for as many as they had to put 
into the poffeffion of it. 


9 4 And afterward the children of Judah 
rent down to fight againft the Canaanites that | 
dwelt in the mountain, and in the fouth, and | 
in the valley. zo And Judali went againft the | 
Canaanites that dwelt in Hebron, (now the | 
name of Hebron_before was Kirjath-arba) and 
they flew Shefhai,.and Ahiman, and Talmai. | 
x2 And from thence he went. againft the iaha- | 
bitants of Debir: (and the name of Debir be- 
fore was Kirjath-fepher). 12 And Caleb faid, 
fe that fmiteth. Kirjath-fepher, and taketh it, | 
to him willl give Achfah my daughter to wife. © 
13 And Othniel the fon of Kenaz, Caleb’s young- © 
er brother, took it: and he gave him Achfah - 
his daughter to wife...14 And it came to pafs_ 
when fhe. came to him, that fhe moved him to 
afk of her father a field: and the lighted from 
off her afs; and Caleb faid unto her, What wilt 
thou? 15 And fhe faid unto him, Give me a 
bleffing : for thou haft given me a fouth-land, 

- give me alfo fprings of water. And Caleb gave | 
der the upper fprings and the nether-{prings. 
t6 F And the children of the Kenite, Mofes’ | 
father-in-law, went up out of the city of palm- 
trees, with the children of Judah into the wil- 
dernefs of Judah, which /zeth in the fouth of | 
Avad,and they went and dwelt among the peo-__ 
ple’ 17 And Judah went with Simeon his bro- 
ther, and they flew the Canaanites that inhabit- 
ed Zephath, and utterly deftroyed it: (and the 

_ mame of the city was called Hormah). 18 Al-— 
fo Judah took ‘Gaza with the coaft thereof, and . 
Aikelon with the coaft thereof, and Ekron with | 

the coalt thereof. 19 And the Lorp was‘with ) 

~ Judah, and he drave out the inhabitants of the | 
mountain, but could not drive out the inhabit- | 
ants of the valley, becaufe they had chariots of | 
iron, 
as Mofes faid: and he expelled thence the three | 
dons ofsAnaky 06 ; . 


4 
al 
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| 16. Thefe were the pofterity of Jethro, who 


20 And they gave Hebron unto Caleb, ie Tfrael, when Mofes invited them, Num 


~ 


Chap. 1. 


We have here a further account of that glorious and fuccefs- 


fal campaign which Judah and Simeon made. . 


1. The lot of Judah was pretty well cleared of the Canaan~ 
ites; yet not thoroughly. Thofe that dwelt in the mountain, 
(the mountains that were round about Jerufalem), were driven - 
out, ver. 9, 19. ; but thofe in the valley kept their ground a- 
gainft them, having chariots of iron, {ach as we read of, Joth. 
xvii. 16. Here the men of Judah failed; and thereby fpoiled 
the influence which otherwife their example hitherto might 
have had on the reft of the.tribes, who followed them in this 
inftance of their cowardice, rather than in all the other in{tan- 
ces of their courage. They had iron chariots; and therefore 
it was thought not fafe to attack them. - But had not Ifrael. 
God on their fide, whofe chariots are thoufands of angels, Pfal. 
Ixviii. 17. before whom thefe iron chariots would be but as a 
{tubble to the fire? Had not God exprefsly promifed by the 
oracle, ver. 2. to give them fuccefs againft the Canaanites in 
this very expedition, without excepting thofe that had iron 
chariots? Yet they fuffered their fears to prevail again{t their 
faith: they -could not truft God under any difadvantages, and 
therefore durft not face the iron chariots ; but meanl¥ with. - 
drew their forces, then when with one bold ftroke they tight 
have completed their victories ; and it proved of pernicious 


| confequence. They did run well; what hindered them? Gal. 


: Caleb was put. in pofleflion of Hebron; which, though 
given him by Jofhua, ten.or. twelve years ago, (as Dr Light- 
foot computes), yet being employed in public fervice, for the 
fettling of the tribes, which he preferred before his own pri- 
vate interefts, it feems he did not till now make himfelf matter 
of; fo well content was that good man to ferve others, while 
he left himfelf ‘to be ferved lait; few are like minded,’ for ai/ 
feck their own, Phil. ii, 20, 214 Yet now the men of Judah 
all came in to his affiftance for the reducing of Hebron, ver. 
10.; flew the fons of Anak, and put him in poffefion of it, 
ver. 20. They gave Hebron unto Caleb. And now Caleb, 
that he might return the kindnefs of his countrymen, is impa-— 
tient to fee Debir reduced, and put into the hands of the men 
of Judah ; to expedite which, “he proffers his daughter to the. 
perfon that will undertake to command in the fiege of that im- 
portant place, ver. 17, 12. Othniel bravely undertakes it, ph 
wins the town and the lady, ver. 13. and by his wife’s intereft 
and management with her father, gets a very good inheritance . 
for himfelf and his family, ver. 14, 15. We had this paflage 
before, Joth. xv. 16,—19. where it was largely explained and 
improved, SBetoeeaa = Esc 


A giSs 5 : A es : a is at 7 : ; rae - 
, 3- Simeon got ground of the Canaanites in his border, ver. 


$ 


chufing it there, rather than in any other tribe, becuufe i was 


the ftrongeft; and there they hoped to be fafe ar 


1 quiet, ver. 
er went with 

1b. x. .29. or met them 
about the fame place, when they came up from their wander- _ 
ings in the wildernefS thirty-eight years. aft 


2 - 


them 


ae 
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them then to Canaan; and Mofes having promifed them that. 
they fhould fare as Ifrael fared, Numb. x. 32. they had at firtt 
feated themfelves. in the city of palu-trees, i. €. Jericho, a city 
which never was to be rebuilt; and therefore the fitter for them, 
who dwe/t in tents,and did not mind building. But afterwards. 
they removed into the wildernefs of Judah ; either ont of their. 
affection. to that place, becaufe folitary and. retired, or out of 
their affection to that tribe, which perhaps had been in a par= 
ticular manner kind to them... Yet we find.the tent of Jael, 
who was of that family, far north, in the lot of Naphtali, when 
Sifera took fhelter there, Judg. iv.r7.  ‘Phis refpeet Ifrael 
thewed them, to let them fix where they pleafed, being a quiet 


- people, that, wherever they were, were content with a little, 


_ They that molefted none, were molelted by none, 


Bleed are 
the meek, Sor thus they fall inherit the carth, 

21 And the children of Benjamin. did not 
drive out the Jebufites that inhabited Jerufa- 
Jem: but the Jebufites dwell withthe children 


.of Benjamin in Jerufalem unto: this day. © 22 


{[ And the houfe of Jofeph, they alfo went up 
againit Beth-el: and the Lorp was with them. 
23 And the houle of Jofeph fent to defcry Beth- 
el: (How the name of the city before was Luz). 
24 And the {pies faw a man come forth out of 
the city, and they faid unto him, Shew us, we 
ptay thee, the entrance into the city, and we 


will thew thee mercy. * 2s And when he fhew- 


ed them the entrance into the city, they {mote 


_the city with the-edge of the fivord: but they 


let go the man and all his family. 26 And 
the man went into the land of the Hittites, and 
built a city, and called the name thereof Luz ; 
which zs the name thereof unto this day. 27 q 
Neither did Manaffeh drive out the inhabitants 
of Beth-fhean and her towns, nor Taanach and 
her towns, nor the inhabitants of Dor and her 
towns, nor the inhabitants of Ibleam and. her 
towns, nor the inhabitants of Megiddo and her 
towns: but the Canaanites would dwell in that 


land. 28 And it came to pafs when Ifrael was 


ftrong, that they put the Canaanites to tribute, 


- and did not utterly drive them out. 29 f Nei- 


ther did Ephraim. drive out the Canaanites that - 


'. dwelt in Gezer: but the Canaanites dwelt in 


Gezer among them. 30 q Neither did Zebu-. 
lun drive out the inhabitants of Kitron, nor the- 


_ inhabitants of Nahalol: but the Canaanites- 


dwelt among them, and became tributaries. 


31 § Neither did Afher drive out the inhabi- 


_tants of Accho, nor the inhabitants. of ‘Zidon,. 


r os 


nor of Achlab, nor Achzib, nor Helbah, nor A- «|. 


hik, nor of Rehob: 32 But the Atherites dwelt: 
among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the 


land; for they did not drive them out. 33 
_ Neither did Naphtali drive out the inhabitants 


of Beth-fhemefh, nor the inhabitants of Beth- 


aoe pis 


3 poffeflion of Beth-el, ver. 22, 


- under the power of the ten tribes, 


- all in one. body.. (2.) ‘The 


_ with moft. advantage, ver. 23. ‘Lhefe 


the people of Lrael ; 
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anath; but he dwelt among the Canaanites, the 
inhabitants of the land: neverthelefs, the inhas 
bitants of Beth-fhemefh and of Beth-anath bes 
came tributaries unto them. 34 And the A- 
morites: forced-the children of Dan into the- 
mountain: for they would not fuffer- them to 
come down to the valley. 35 But the Amorites 
would dwell in mount Heres in Aijalon, and in 
Shaalbim: yet the hand-of the houfe of Jofeph 
prevailed, fo that they became tributaries. 36: 
And- the *eoaft ef the Amorites way from the: 
going up-to Akrabbim, from the rock, and up- 


ward. Tome 

We are here told upon what terms the reft of the tribes ftood 
with the Canaanites that remained, 

I, Benjamin neglected to drive the 
of the city of Jerufalem which fell to their. lot, ver..23. Judah 
had fet them a good example, and gained them great advanta-- 
ges-by what they did, ver. g, but they did ‘not follow the blow: 
for want of refolution, 

2. The houfe of Jofeph bettirred. themfelves a litle to get. 
‘That city is mentioned in the. 
tribe. of Benjamin, Joth, xviii. 22, yet is {fpoken of there, ver, - 
13..as a.city in the borders of that tribe ; andit fhould feenr 
the line wept: through it;. fo that. one half of it only belonged 
to Benjamin, the other half to Ephraim ; and perhaps the ac. 
tivity of the Ephraimites. at this time, .to recover it fram the 
Canaanites,. fecured it entirely to them from henceforward, or 
at leaft the greatelt part of it; for afterwards.we find it fo much 


Jebufites out of that part 


them), that. Jeroboam fet up one.of his calves init. In this 
account of the expedition of the Ephraimites again&t Beth-el, 
obferve, (1.) Their inteneft-in the divine favour. -Dbe Lord" 
was with them; and would have been with the other tribes, 
if they would have exerted their ftrength. The Chaldee reads 
it here, as in many other: places, The Word: of. the Lord was 
their helpers, vix. Chrilt himfelf, the Captain of the Lord’s 
holts, now they acted: feparately, as well as when: they were. 
prudent. meafures they took to 
gain the city. They fent {pies to obferve what part of the ci~ 
ty was weakeft, or which way they-might make their attack - 
{pies got very good in~ 
formation. froma man they providentiall ydighted.on, who thew. - 
ed them a private wayinto the towns which was therefore left 
unguarded, . becanfe being not generally knowm,.no danger was 
fufpeced-on that fide. And here, [ 1.] He is not-to-be bla~ 
med for giving them this intelligence, if he did it from a con. 
-viction that the Lord was with them, ; 
the land was theirs of right, no more:than. Rachab was:for en» 
tertaining thofe whom fhe. knew to be enemies of her country, 
but friends of God. Nor, [2:] Are they to be blamed who 
JSoewed him mercy 3 gave him and his family, not only their lives, 
‘but liberty to go wherever they,pleafed. For one good turn 
requires another. But it feems she would not join himfelf to 
he feared them. rather than loved them ; ° 
and therefore he removed after a colony ofthe Hittites, which 


it fhould feem was gone into Arabia, and fettled there upon. 


Jofbua’s invafion of the country. 
to dwell; and among them he built a city, a {mall one, we may » 
fuppofe, fuch as planters ufe to.build; and in the name of it 
preferved the ancient name of his native city, Luz, an almond= 
tree; preferring that. before its. new name which carried relis 
gion 


With them this man chofe 


(and Benjamin was none of 


c+ 


and_that by his donation’ ~ 


> 


- 
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gion in it, Beth-el, the houfe of God. 3. Their fuecefs. The 
{pies brought or fent notice of the intelligence they had gained 
to the army, which improved their advantages, furprifed the ci- 
ty, and put them all to the fword, ver. 25. 

But befides this atchievement, it feems, the children of Jo- 
feph did nothing remarkable. (1.) Manaffeh failed to drive 
out the Canaanites from feveral very confiderable cities 11 their 
Jot, and did not make any attempt upon them, ver. 27. But 
the Canaanites. being in pofleflion, were refolved not to quit it, 
they would dwell in that land; and Manafleh had not refolu- 
tion enough to offer to difpoffefs them; as if there were no 
meddling, with them, unlefs they were willing to refign; which 
it was not to be ‘expected they ever would be. Only, as Ifrael 
got ftrength,: they got ground, and ferved themfelves, both by 
their contributions, and by their perfonal fervices, ver. 28, 25. 
(2.) Ephraim likewife, though a powerful tribe, negletted Ge- 
zet, a confiderable city, and fufféred the Canaanites to dwell 
among them, ver. 29.3 which, fome think, intimates their al- 
“Towing them a quiet fettlement, and indulging them the privi- 
Jeges of an unconquered people, not fo much as making them 

tributaries. 

3. Zebulun, perhaps inclining to the fea-trade, for it was 

foretold that it fhould be a haven of fhips, negleéted to reduce 

Kitron and Nahalol, ver. 30. and only made the inhabitants 

of thofe places tributaries to them. — 

- 4. Ather quitted itfelf worfe than any of the tribes, ver. 31, 
~ 32.3 not only in leaving more towns than any other of them 
an the hands of the Canaanites, but.in fubmitting to the Ca- 
- naanites, inftead of making them tributaries; for fo the man- 
ner of expreffion intimates, that the Afherites dwelt among the 


Canaanites, as if the Canaanites were the more numerous, and . 


the more powerful; would ftill be the lords of the country, and 
the Ifraelites muft be only upon fufferance among them. 

5. Naphtali alfo permitted the Canaanites to live among 
them, ver. 33-3 only, by degrees, they got them fo far under, 
as to exaét contributions from them. 

‘6. Dan was fo far from extending his conquefts there where 
his lot lay, that, wanting fpirit to make head againft the Amo- 
sites, he was forced by them to retire into the mountains, and 
inhabit the cities there ; but durft nct venture into the valley, 
where, it is probable, the chariots of iron were, ver. 34. Nay, 


and fome of the cities in the mountains were kept againft them, | 


ver. 35. Thus were they ftraitened in their pofleffions, and 
forced to feek for more room at Laifh, a great way off, chap. 
xviii. 1, &¥c. In Jacob’s blefling, Judah is compared to a lion, 
Damto a ferpent: now obferve, how Judah, with his liondike 


coutage, profpered and prevailed ; but Dan, with all his ferpen- | 


tine fubtlety, could get no ground. Craft and artful manage- 
ment doth.not always effect the wonders it pretends to. What 


Dan came fhort of doing, it feems, his neighbours, the Eph- 


raimites, in part, did for him; they put the Amorites. under 
tribute, ver. 35. 
Upon the whole matter, it appears that the people of Ifrael 
were_generally very carelefs, both of their duty and intereft in 
this thing ;they did not what they might have done to expel 
the Canaanites, and make room for themfelves. And, 1. It 
was owing to their flothfulnefs and cowardice: they would 
net be at the pains to complete their conquefts ; like the flug- 
gard, that dreamed of a lion in thé way, a lion in the {treets, 
they fancied ‘infuperable difficulties, and frightened themfelves 
with winds and clouds from fowing and reaping. 
owing to their covetoufnefs: the Canaanites labour and money 


would do them more good (they thought) than their blood, 
and therefore they were willing to let them live among them, | 


that they might make a hand of them. 3. They had not that 
dread and deteftation. of idolatry which they ought to have hads 


| ; 


jou D G Es. 


2. It was_ 


thought it pity to put thefe Canaanites to the fword, though 
the meafure of their iniquity was full; thought it would be no 
harm to let them live among them, and that they fhould be in 
no danger ftom them. 4. The fame that kept their fathers 
forty. years out of Canaan, kept them now out of the full pol- 


| feflion of it, and that was unbelief ;-diftiuft of the power and 


promife of God loft them their advantages, and run them tnto 
a thoufand mifchiefs. . 


s 


CH Ae. ee. i 

In this chapter we have, I. A particular mefage which God 
fent to Lfrael by an angel, and the impreffion it made upon 
them, ver. 1y—5- IL. 4 general idea of the fiate of Ifrael, 
during the government of the juages. In which obferve, Gr). 
Their adherence to God while Fofoua and the elders lived, 
ver. 6,—10. (2.) Their revolt afterwards to idolatry, ver. 
11,—13. (3-) Gods difpleafure againft them, and his judge- 
ments upon them for it. -(4«) His pity towards them fhewed 
in raifing them up deliverers, ver. 16,—18." ( 5-) Ther re- 
lapfe into idolatry after the judgment was over, ver. T4— 
19. (6.) The full flop God in anger put to their fucceffes, 

* yer. 20,—23- Thefe are the contents, not only of this chapter, 
but-of the whole book. 


ND an angel of the Lorp came up from 
Gilgal to Bochim, and faid, I made you 

to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you 
unto the land which I fware unto your fathers ; 


- and I faid, 1 will never break my covenant with 


you. 2 And ye fhall make no league with the © 
inhabitants of this land, you (hall throw down 
their altars: but ye have not obeyed my voice ; 
why have ye done this? 3 Wherefore I alfo 
faid, I will not drive them out from before you; — 
but they fhall be as thorns in your ‘fides, and 
their gods fhall be a fnare unto you. 4 And 
it came to pafs, when the angel of the Lorn 
fpake thefe words unto all the children‘of Lrael, 
that the people lift up their voice, and wept. 5 
And they called the name of that place Bochim: 
and they facrificed there unto the Lorn.’ — 


It was the privilege of Ifrael, that they had not only a Jaw 
in general fent them from heaven, once ‘for all, to direct them: 
into, and keep them in the way to happinefs; but that they 
had particular meflages fent them from heaven, as there was- 


‘occafion, for reproof, for correction, and for in{trudtion in righ- ~ 


teoufnefs, when at any time they turned afide out-of that way. 
Befides the written word they had before them to read, they- 
often heard a word behind them faying, this is the way, Ua. xxx. 
21. Here begins that way of God’s dealing with them. When 
they would not hear Mofes, let it be tried, whether they will 
hear the prophets. In thefe verfes we have a very awakening — 
fermon that was preached to them when they began to cool.in | 
their religion. ‘ MBP OES Tie Re 

1. The preacher was an angel of the Lord, ver. 3. 
prophet, not Phinehas, as the Jews conceit. ofpel-minifters 


- are indeed called angels of the churches, but the Old:Tefta- 
_ metit prophets are never called angels of the Lord. No doubt 
\ this was a meffenger from heaven. Such extraordinary meffen- 


gers we fometimes find in this book, employed in the raifing of 
the judges that delivered Ifrael, as Gideoir and Samfon ; and. 


' now, to fhew how various the good offices are they do for 


— God’s. 


i. 
7. 
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‘ 


God’s Ifrael, here is one fent to preach to them, to prevent 
their falling into fin and trouble. , 
ger was fent to command, if poflible, the greater regard to the 
meflage, and to affect the minds of a people, whom nothing 
feemed to affeét but what was fenfible. The learned Bithop 
Patrick is clearly of opinion, that this was not a created angel, 

but the angel of the covenant ; the fame that appeared to Jo- 
fhua, as captain of the hofls of the Lord; who was God him- 

felf: Chrift himfelf, faith Dr Lightfoot ; who but God and 

Chrift could fay, J made you to go up out of Egypt? Jothuahad 

lately admonifhed them, to take heed of intangling themfelves 

with the Canaanites ; but they regarded not the words of a dying 

man: the fame warning, therefore, is here brought them by 

the living God himfelf, the Son of God appearitg as an angel, 

If they flight his fervant, furely they will reverence his Son. 

This angel of the Lord is faid to come up from Gilgal4 per- 

haps not walking on the earth, but flying {wiftly, as the angel 

Gabriel did to Daniel, in the open firmament. of heaven: but 

whether walking or flying, he’ feemed to come fromwards Gil- 

gal, for a particular reafon ; Gilgal was long their head quar- 

ters after they came into Canaan, many fignal favours they had 

there received from God, and there the covenant of circumci- 

fion was renewed, Miic. vi.. 5-3 of all which it was defigned 

they fhould be nnnded by his coming from Gilgal. The re- 

membrance of what we have received and heard, will prepare 

us for a warning to hold faft, Rev. iii. 2, 3. | 

2. The perfons to whom this fermon was preached, were 

- all the children of Ifrael, ver. 4. A. great congregation for fo 
great a preacher. They were affembled\ either for war, each 

tribe fending in its forces for fome great expeditions: of father 


for worthip ; and then the place of their meeting muft be, Shi- - 


Joh, where the tabernacle was, at which they were all to come 


together three times a-year. When we attend upon God in | 
‘inftituted ordinances, we may expeét to hear from him, and to | 


receive his gifts at his own gates. The place is called Bochim, 
ver. 1, becaufe it gained that name upon this occafion, , All 
Ifrael needed the reproof and warning here given, and there- 
fore it is fpoken to them all. ae 

3. The fermon irfelf is fhort, but very clofe. God here 
tells them plainly, (i.) What he had dong for them, ver. /i. 
He had brought them out of Egypt, a land of flavery apd toil, 
into Canaan, a land of ret, liberty, and plenty. The miferies 
of the one ferved as a foil to the felicities of the other. God 


had herein been kind to them; true to the oath fworn to their { 
fathers ; had given fuch proofs of his power, ’‘as left them in-. 
excufable, if they diftrufted it; and fuch engagements to his 
fervice, as left them inexcufable if they deferted it. 2%) What 
he had promifed to them: J /aid, J will never break my cove- 


nant wiih you. When he took them to be his peculiar people, 


it!was not with any defign to caft them off agains or to change | 


~ them for another people at his pleafure ; let them but be faith- 
ful to him, and they fhould find bim unchangeably conftant to 
them. He told them plainly, the covenant he entered into 
with them fhould never break, uilefs it broke on their fide. 
(3-) What were his juft and reafonable expeétations from them, 
ver. 2. That, being taken into covenant with God, they fhould 
make no Jeague with the Canaanites, who were both his ene- 
mies and theirs ; that, having fet up his altar, they fhould throw 
down their altars, left they fhould be a temptation to-them to 
ferve their gods. Could any thing be demanded more eafy? 
(4.) How they had in this very thing, which he had moft in- 
filted on, difobeyed him: But ye have not, in fo {mall a matter, 
obeyed my voice. In- contempt of their covenant with God, 
and their confederacy with each other’ in that covenant, they 
made leagues of friendthip with the idolatrous devoted Canaan- 
ites, and connived’at their altars, though they {taod in compe- 
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This extraordinary meflen- - 


_ altar was. 
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tition with God’s: Why have ye done this? What accoant can 
you give of this perverfenefs of yours at the bar of right reafon? 
what apology can you make for yourfelves, or what excufe can 
you offer? ‘They that throw off their communion with God, 
and have fellowfhip with the unfruitful works of darknefs, know 
not what they do now, and will have nothing to fay for them- 
felves in the day of account fhortly. (5.) How they mutt ex- 
pect to {mart by and for this their folly, ver. 3. ‘Their tolera- 
ting the Canaanites among them would, [1.] Put a period to 
their victories : You will not drive them out, faith God, and 
therefore I will not. Thus their fii was made their pwaifh- 
ment. Thus they who indulge their lufts and corruptions 
which they fhould mortify, forfeit the grace of God; and it is 
juftly withdrawn from them. If we will not refilt the devil, 
we cannot expect that God fhould tread him under our feet, 
[2.] It would involve them in continual troubles. ‘They fhall 
be in your-fides to gore you, which way foever you turn, al- 
ways doing you one mifchief or other. Thofe deceive them- 
felves, who expect advantage by friendfhip with thofe that are 
enemies to God. [3.] It would (which was wort of all) ex- 
pofe them to conftant temptation, and draw them to fin. Their 
§0ods (their abominations, {o the Chaldee) will be a frare to yous 
you will find yourfelves wretchedly intangled in an affe@ion to 
them, and it will be yeur ruin; fo fome read it. Thofe that 
approach fin, are jultly left to themfelves’ to fall into fin and 
to perifh in it. God often makes mens fin their punifhment, 
and. thorns and fnares are in the way of the froward, who will 
walk contrary to God. ; ‘« ; 

4. The good fuccefs of this fermion is very remarkable: The 
people lift up their voite and wept, ver. 4. (1.) The angel 
had told ‘them of their fins, which they thus exprefled their for- 


‘Yow for ; ‘they lift up their voice in the confufion of fin, crying 


out again{t their own'folly and ingratittde, and wept, as thofe 
that were both afhamed of themfelves;'and angry at themfelves, 


‘as ae aéted fo direétly contrary, ‘both to their reafon, and 


to’their intereft. 2.) The anyel had threatened them with 
the judgments of God, which they thus expreffed their dread ° 


‘of; they liftup'their voice'in prayer to God to turn away his 


wrath from ‘them, and wept for fear of that wrath. They re- 
lented' upon this alétm, and their hearts melted within them, . 
and trémbled at the word, atid not without caufe. This was 
good, and a fign that the word’ they heard imade an impreffion 
upon them. It is @ Wonder finners can ever read their Bibles 


>with’ary eyes, But this was not enough ; they wept: but we 


do not find that they reformed, ‘that they'went home and de- 
ftroyed' all the ¥emains of idolatry and idolaters among them 
Many are melted under the word, that hardenagain, before: 
they até caft into a new mould. However, this general weep- 
ing, ['t.] Gave a new name to the'place, ver. 5. they called 
it Bochim, Weepers, a good name for our religious affemblies to 
abfwerl! Had’they kept clofe to-‘Godvand their duty, no yoice 
but that of finging had been heard in their congregation ; but 
by their fin and folly they had made other work for themfelves, 
atid now nothing is to be heard but the voice of weeping. [2.] 
It gave occafion for a folemn facrifice ; they /acrificed theré un- 
to the Lord; being (as is fuppofed) met at Shiloh, where God’s . 
‘They offered facrifice to- turn away God’s wrath,’ 
and to obtain his favour; and in token of their dedication of 
themfelvés to him, and to him only, making a.covenant by this 
facrifice. The difeafe being thus taken in time, and the phyfic 
adminiftered working fo well,odne would have. hoped acure 
might have been effected: But, by the fequel of the dtory, it 


appears to have been too deeply rooted to be wept’ out. 


_ 64 And when Jofhua bad. let the people go, 
the children of Ifrael went every man unto his 
ty oO" -_ inheritance 
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inheritance to poflefs the land. 7 And the 
people ferved the Lorp all the days of Jofhua, 
and all the days of the elders that.outlived Jo- 
fhua, who had feen all the great works of the 
Lorp; that he did for Ifrael. 8 And Jofhua 
the fon of Nun; the fervant of the Lorn, died, 
being an hundred and ten years old. g And 
they buried him in the border of his inheritance 
in Timnath-heres, in the mount of Ephraim, om 
the north-fide of the hill Gaafh. to And alfo 
all that generation were gathered unto their fa- 
‘thers: and there arofe another generation after 
them, which knew not the Lorp, nor yet the 
works which he had done for Ifracl. 11 & And 
the children of Ifrael did evil in the fight of the 
Lorn, and ferved Baalim: 12 And they for- 
fook the Lorn God of their fathers, which 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, and fol- 
lowed other gods, of the gods of the people that 
qwere round about them, and bowed themfelves 
unto them, and provoked the Lorp to anger. 
13 And they forfook the Lorn, and ferved Baal 
and Afhtaroth. 14 And the anger of: the 
‘Lorp was hot againft Ifrael, and he delivered 
them into the hands of {poilers that {poiled them, 


and he fold. them into the hands of their enemies — 


-round about, fo that they could not any long- 
er ftand before their enemies. 15 Whitherfo- 
éver they went out, the hand of the Lorp was 


againft them for evil, as the Lorn had faid, and |. 
as the Lorp had fworn unto them: and they - 


were preatly diftrefled. 16 {f Neverthelefs, 
‘the Lorp raifed up judges, which delivered 
them out of the hand of thofe that {poiled them. 
17, And yet they would not hearken unto their 
judges, but they went a-whoring after other 
_ gods, and bowed themfelves unto them: they 


turned quickly out of the way, which their fa- | 


thers walked in, obeying the. commandments 
of the Lorn; due they did not fo..° 18 And 

_ when the Lorp raifed them up judges, then the 
- Lorp was with the judge, and delivered them 
out of the hand of their enemies, all the days of 
the judge : (for it repented the Lorn, . becaufe 
of their groanings, by reafon of them that op- 
prefled them, and vexed them). 19 And it came 
to pafs when the judge was dead, that they re- 
turned, and corrupted them/felves more than 
their fathers, in following other gods, to ferve 
them, and to bow down unto them:. they cea- 
fed not from their own doings, nor from their 


ftubborn way. 20 7 And the anger of the Lorp. | 
was hot againft Ifrael; and he faid, Be 7) 
g 5 d, Becaufe } things in Ifrael, during the time of the 


that this people hath tranfgtefled, my covenant 


be Cyl ga 7 


* not. 
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which } commanded their fathers, and have not’ ' 
hearkened unto my voice: 211 alfo will not 


Chap. 10 


henceforth drive out any from before them, of 


the nations which Jofhua left when he died =. 
22 That through them I may prove Hrael,. 


whether they will keep the way ef the Lorn, 
to walk therein, as their fathers did keep 7¢, or 


without driving them out. haftily, neither deli- 
vered he them into the hand of Jofhua. 
The beginning of this paragraph is only a repetition of what 
account we had before of the people’s good charaéter, during | 
the governsient of Jofhua, and of his death and burial, Jofh. 
xxiv. 29. Which comes in here again, only to make way 
for the following account; which this chapter gives of their de- 
generacy and apoftafy. The angel had foretold that the Ca- 
naanites and their idols would be a fnare to Trael; now the 
hiftorian undertakes to fhew that they were fo; and that that. 


’ 


And fo he comes to give us a gen 


oh 


peated in the fame order. 


23 Therefore the Lorn left thofe nations, 


4 


ds, and their: 


a of the feries of 
ges; the fame re~. 
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of infinite power, unfpotted purity, inexhauftible goodnefs, and 
fo very jealous of a competitor, for {tocks and ftones that could 
do neither good nor evil? Jer. ii. rr, 12. Never was’ there 
fuch an inftance of folly, ingratitude, and _perfidioufnefs. Ob- 
ferve how it is defcribed here, ver. 11, 12,13. In general, 


they did evil. _ Nothing could be more evil, i. ¢. more pro- 


voking to God, nor more prejudicial to themfelves. And it 
was in the fight of the Lord: all evil is before him, but he 
takes fpecial notice of the fin of Aaving any other god. In 
particular, (1.) They forfook the Lord, ver. 12.3 and again, 
ver, 13. This was one of the two great evils they were guil- 
ty of, Jer. ii. 13. They had been joined to the Lord in co- 
venant ; but now they forfook him, as a wife treacheroufly de- 
‘parteth from her hufband. They forfook the worfbip of the 
Lord, {o the Chaldee :. for they that forfake the worfhip of 
‘God, do in effect forfake God himfelf. It aggravated this, 
what he was the God of their fathers ; fo that they were born 
~-in his houfe, and therefore bound to ferve him ; and that he 


brought them out of the land of Egypt, he loofed their bonds 3 


and upon that account alfg they were obliged to ferve him. 
(2.) When they forfook the only true God, they didnot-turn 
atheifts; mor were they fuch fools as to fay, there is no God; 
but ‘they followed other gods. So much remained of pure 
nature as toown a God; yet fo much appeared of corrupt 
‘nature, as to multiply gods, and to take up with:any, and to 
follow the fafhion, not the rule, in religious worfhip. Ifrael 
. ‘had the honour of being a peculiar people, and dignified above 
all others; and yet fo falfe were they to their own privileges, 


“that they were fond of the gods of the people that were round — 


about them ; Baal and Afbtaroth, he-gods and fhe-gods ; they 
made their court to fun and moon; Jupiter and Juno. © Ba- 
valim fignifies 4ords; and Afhtaroth, b/effed ones ; both -plural ; 
‘for when they forfook Jehovah, who is one, they had gods 
many, and lords many, as a luxuriant fancy pleafed to multi- 
-ply them. Whatever they took for their gods, they ferved 
‘them, and bowed down to'them, -gave honour to them, and 
"begged favours ‘from them. F 

a. The God of Ifrael was hereby provoked to anger, and 


‘delivered them up into the hand of their enemies, ver. 14, 


45. He was wroth with them; for he isa jealous God, and 
“true to the honour of his own name: and:the way he took to 
‘punifh them for their apoftafy, was to make thofe their tor- 


_ ‘mentors whom they yielded to as their tempters. They made , 


_ tthemfelves as mean ‘and miferable by forfaking God, as they 
would have been great and happy if they had continued. faith- 
‘fal to him. <(1.) The {cale of victory turned againit them. 
After they forfook God, whenever they took the fword in 
“hand, they were as fure to be beaten ss before they -had been 
“fure 'to-conquer. Formerly their enemies could ‘not ftand be- 
“fore them, but wherever they went, the -hand of -the Lord 
“was for them; when they began 'to-cool in their religion, God 
-fafpended his ‘favour, and {topped the progrefs of their fuccef- 
-fes ; would not drive out their enemies any ‘more, ver. 2.; on- 
‘ly faffered ‘them to keep their ground: but now wwhen they 
“were quite revolted to idolatry, the war turned directly againft 
‘them, and they could not any longer fland before their enemies. 

‘God would rather give the fuccefs to thofe that had never 

__ known nor owned him, than to thofe that had, but \had now 

_deferted him. - Wherever they went, they might perceive that 

°God ‘himfelf was ‘turned to be their enemy, and fought againft 
them, Va. Ixiii. 10. (2.) The balance of power then turned 
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1. The people of Ifrael forfook the God of Hrael, and gave. | 
that worfhip and honour to the dunghill-deities of the Canaan- | 
‘ites, which was due to him alone. Be gfloni/bed, O heavens, 
at this, and wonder, O earth! Hath a. nation, fach a nation, fo | 
well fed, fo well taught, changed its God, fach.a God, a God ~ 


againft them of courfe. Whoever would, might {poil them ; 
whoever would, might opprefs them: God fold them into the 
hands of their enemies : not only he delivered them up freely, 
as we do that which we have fold; but he did it upon a va- 
luable confideration, that he might get himfelf honour as a jea 
ous God; who would not {pare even his own peculiar people 
when they provoked him.. He fold them as infolvent debtors 
are fold, Matth. xviii. 25. by their fufferings to make fome 
fort of reparation his glory, for the injury it fuftained by 
their apoftafy. . Obferve how their punifhment, [1.] Anfwer- 
ed what they had done: They ferved the gods of the nations - 
that were round about them, even the meanett ; and God made 
them ferve the princes of the nations that were round about 
them, even the meaneft, He that is company for every fool, 
is juftly made a fool of by every company. [2.] How it 
an{wered- what God had Jpoken. The hand of Heaven was 
thus turned again{t them, as the Lord had faid, and as the 
Lord had fworn, ver. 15.3 referring to the curfe and death 


| fet before them in the covenant, with the blefling and Jife. 


Thofe that have'found God true-to his promifes, may from 
thence infer, that he will be as true to his threatenings, 

3. The God of infinite mercy took pity on them in their’ 
diftrefles, though they had brought themfelyes into them by. 
their own fin and folly, and-wrought deliverance for them. 
Neverthelefs, though the trouble was the punifhment of their 
fin, and the accomplifhment of God’s word; yet. they were, 
in procefs of time, faved out of their trouble, ver. 16,)nee 
Where obferve, (1.) ‘The inducement of their deliverance. 
It came purely from ‘God’s pity, and tender compaffion; the . 
reafon was fetched from within himfelf. It is not faid it re- 
pented them becaufe of their iniquities, (for it appears, ver. 173 
that many of them continued unreformed), but it, repented the 
Lord becaufe of their groanings ; though it is not fo much the. 
burthenoffin asthe burthen of affliction that they are faid to groan 
under. Itwastrue, they defervedto perifh forever under his curfe; 
yet this beingthe day of his patience and our probation, he doth 
“not ftir upall:his wrath. ‘He might in juftice have abandoned 
them); but he-could not for pity doit. (2.) The inftruments 
of their deliverance: God did not fend angels from heaven’ to 
-do it, or bring in any foreign power for their refcue: but ‘Tai- 
fed up judges from among themfelves, as there was occafion,; 
men to whom God gave extraordinary qualifications for, and 
calls ‘to that fpecial fervice for which they were defigned, which 
was’ to reform and deliver Ifrael, and whofe great attempts he . 
crowned with wonderful fuccefs: The, Lord «vas-with the 
judges when he raifed them up, and fo they became faviours. 
‘Obferve, [1.] In the days of the greatelt degeneracy and dif: - 
trefs of the church, there fhall-be fome: whom God will either - 
find or make :fit to redrefs sits grievances, and fet things to 
right. [2.]'God -muft be acknowledged in the feafonable_. 
raifing up of ufeful men for public fervice. He fpirits men 
with wifdom and courage, gives them hearts to.a@t and ven- » 
ture. All that are any way the bleflings of their country, -* 
mutt be looked upon as the gifts of God. [3:] Whom God. 
calls, he will own, and give them his prefence ; whom he-raif- 
eth up, he will be with. [4.] The judges of ‘a Jand are its - 
faviours. 

4. This degenerate people were not effeCually and thorough- 
ly reformed, no, not by their judges, ver. 17, 49. (1.) Even 
while their judges were with them, aad aétive in the work of . 
reformation, there-were thofe that qvould.nct. hearken:to thei 
judges, but at that very time went a-auhoring after their gods:s 
fo mad were they upon ‘their idols, and fo obftinately ben! to 


backflide. They had been efpoufed to God; but broke the 


marriage-covenant, and went a-whoring after fale gods. \ Ido- 
Jatry is fpiritual: adultery; fo vile, and bafey and perfidious a 
2 thing 
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thing isit, and fo hardly are thofe reclaimed that are addicted 


to it. (2.) Thofe that, in the times of reformation, began to | 


amend yet turned quickly out of the way again, and became as 
bad as ever. ‘Whe way they turned out of, was thgt which 
their godly anceftors walked in, and fet them out in ; but they 
foon farted from under the influence, both of their fathers 
good example, and of their own good education. The wick- 
ed children of godly parents do fo, and will therefore have a 
great deal to anfwer for. (3.) However, qhen the judge was 
dead, they looked upon the dam which checked the ftream of 
their idolatry as removed, and then it flowed down again with 
fo much the more fury, and the next age feemed to be rather 
the worfe for the attempts that were made towards reforma- 
tion, ver. 19. They corrupted themfelues more than their fathers; 
{tfove to outdo them in multiplying ftrange gods, and invent- 
ing profane and impious rites of worfhip, as it were in contra- 
diation to their reformers. They-ceafed not, or, as the word 
is, they would not let fall any of their own doings; grew not 
afhamed of thofe idolatrous fervices that were moft odious, nor 
weary of thofe that were moft barbarous ; would not fo much 
as diminish one ftep of their hard and ftubborn way. “Thus 
they that have forfaken the good ways of God, which they have 
once known and profefled, commonly. grow moft daring and 
defperate in fin, and haye their hearts moft hardened. : 

5. God’s juft refolution hereupon was, {till to continue the 
rod over them. (1.) Their fin was {paring the Canaanites ; 
and this in contempt and violation of the covenant God had 
made with them, and the commands he had given them, ver. 
20. \(2.) Their punifhment was, that the Canaanites were 
fpared, and fo they were beaten with their own rod. They 
-were not all delivered into the hand of Jofhua while he lived, 
ver. 23. Our Lord Jefus, though he /poiled principalities and 
powers, yet did not complete his victory at firft: we fee not 
yet all things put under him ; there are remains of Satan’s in- 
tereft in the church, as there were of the Canaanites in the 
land ;‘ but our Jofhua lives for ever, and will in the great day 
perfect his conquefts. After Jofhua’s death, little was done of 
a long time againft the Canaanites. Ifrael indulged them, and 
grew familiar with them ;. and therefore God would not drive 
them out any more, ver. 21. Tf they will have fach inmates as 
thefe among them, let them take them, and fee what will come 
of it. God chofe their delufions, Va. \xvi. 4. ‘Thus men 
‘eherifh and indulge their own corrupt appetites and paflions, 
_ and, inftead=of mortifying them, make provifion for them ; and 
therefore Gad juftly leaves them to themfelyes, under the 
powet of their fins, which will be their ruin: So Shall their 
doom be, themfelves have decided it. ‘Thefe remnants of the 
€anaanites were left to prove Ifrael, ver. 22. whether they 
would keep the way of the Lord or no; not that God. might 


_ know them, but that they might know themfelves.. It was to 


try, [1.] Whether they could refift the temptations to idola- 
‘try which the Canaanites would lay before them. God had 
told them they could not, Deut. vii. 4. But they thought 
they could. Well, faith God, I will try yous and, upon 
trial, it was found that the tempters charms were quite too 
flrong for them. God has told. us how deceitful and. defpe- 
rately wicked our hearts are ; but we are not willing to believe 
it, until, by making bold with temptation, we find it too true 
by fad experience. [2.} Whether they would make a good 


_ufe of the vexations which the remaining natives would give — 
them, and the many troubles they would occafion them; and 
would thereby be convinced of fin, and humbled for it, ree | 
| and only as tenants at will, - 


formed, and driven. to God and their duty ; whether, by con- 


tinua! alarms from them, they: would be. kept in awe, and: } 


_ made afraid of provoking God.. 
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: been mentioned in the clofe. of the foregoing chapte 
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mifed, and of the mifchief they did them, ver. 15>—7. IL A 
particular account of the brave exploits done by the three frft 
of the judger. (1.) Othniel, whom God raifed up to Sight 
Lrael’s battles, and plead their caufe againft the king of Me- 
Sopotamia, ver. 8,—11. (2) Ehud, who was employed in 
refeuing I[rael out of the hands of the Moabites, and did 1. by 
flabbing the king of Moab, ver. 12,—30. (3+) Shamgary 
who fignalized: himfelf in a rencounter with the Philiflinesy 
ver. 31. : Hvac ite 


OW thefe are the nations which the Lorp 
left, to prove Ifrael by them, (even as ma- 


ny of J/frael as had not known all the wars of 


Canaan; 2 Only that the generations of the 
war, at the leaft fuch as before knew nothing 
and all the Canaanites, and the Sidonians, and 
mount Baal-hermon, unto the entering in of 


Hamath. 4 And they were to prove Ifrael by 
them, to know whether they would. hearken 


| unto the commandents of the Lorn, which he 


commanded their fathers by the hand of Mo- 


mong the Canaanites, Hittites, and Amorites, 
and Perizzites, and Hivites, and Jebufites: 6 
And they took their daughters to be their wives, 


ved their gods. 7 At ek 
did evil in the fight of the Lorn, and forgat 
the Lorp their 


by. Ifrael’s foolifh connivance and indulg 
fo eafy, and fo infolent, that the childr 
dwell among them; as if the right had {ti 
naanites, and the Lfraelites had be 


Now, concerning thefe remnants o} he 
1.. How wifely God. permitte 


7 


a 


Chap. TI. 


In this chapter, 1. general account of Ifrael’s enemies is pre= 


children of Ifrael might know to teach them — 
thereof. ) 3 Namely, five lords of the Philiftines, - 


the Hivites that dwelt in mount Lebanon, from_ 


fes. 5 & And the children of Ifrael dwelt a- ; 


and gave their daughters to their fons, and fer- _ 
7 And the children of Hrael 


God, and ferved Baalim, and _ 


>, 


Chap. IL. 


soa hd 


ee of God’s jufice, that he tet them remain for Ifrael’s <cor- 


» “rection. But here another con{trugtion is put upon it, and it 


appears to have been an af of "God's wifdom; that he let them 
remain for ifrael’s real advantage, that thofe who Aad not 
known the wars of Canaan might /earn war, ver. 1, 2. It 
was the will of God that the people of Ifrael fhould be enured 


to war. (1.) Becaufe their country was exceeding rich and 
fruitful, and abounded with dainties of all forts, which, if they 


were not fometimes made to know hardfhip, would be in dan- 
ger of finking them into the utmoft degree of luxury and effe- 
minacy. ‘They mutt fometimes wade in blood, and not always 
“in milk and honey; \e(t even their men of war, by the long dif- 
ufe of arms, fhould- become as foft and nice as the tender and 
‘delicate woman, that would not fet fo much as the fole of ber 
foot to the ground for tendernefs and delicacy ; a temper as de- 
{truétive to every thing that is good, as it is to every thing that 
‘is great, and therefore to be carefully watched againft by all 
God’s Ifrael. (2.) Becaufe their ‘country lay very much in 
the midft of enemies, by whom they muft expeét to be infult- 
ed; for God’s heritage was as a /peck/ed bird, the birds round 
about were againf} her, Jer. xii. g. It was therefore neceflary 
they fhould be well difciplined, that they might defend their 
coalts when inyaded, and, might hereafter enlarge their coalt, as 
God had promifed them. The art of war is beft learned by 


. experience, which not only acquaints men with martial difci- 


~ “martial difpofition. 


pline, but (which is no lefs neceffary) infpires them with a 
It was for the intereft of Ifrael to breed 
foldiers, as it is the intereft of an ifland to breed feamen ; and 
therefore God left Canaanites among them, that, by the leffer 
difficulties and hardfhips they met with in encountering them, 
-they might be prepared for greater ; and by ruaning with the 
footmen, might learn to contend with horfes, Jer. xii. 5. Irael 


__-was.a figure of the church militant, that muft fight its way to 


a triumphant ftate. The foldiers of Chrift-muft endure hard- 
~nefs, 2 Tim. ii. 3. Corruption is therefore ‘left remaining in 
the hearts even of good Chriftians, that they may learn war, 
may keep on the whole armour of God, and ftand continually 
ae their guard. The learned Bifhop Patrick offers another 
AMenfe of ver. 2. that they might know to teach them war, i. e. 
they fhal] know what it is to be left to themfelves, Their fa- 
thers fought by a divine power; God taught their hands to war, 
and their fingers to fixht; but now. they have forfeited his fa- 
vour, let them learn what it is to fight like other men. 

_ 2. How wickedly Ifrael mingled themfelves with thofe that 


did remain. One thing God intended in leaving them among 


them, was to prove Ifrael, ver. 4. that thofe who were faith. 


- ful to the God of Ifrael, might have the the honour of refilt- 
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* ~ ing the, Canaanites allurements to idolatry ; and that thofe who 


* 


brought to i sage aes with them: they ferved their gods,. 


inclined to worfhip ather god 
Ta complaifance to their new relations, they talked of nothing 


-were falfe and infincere, might be difcovered, and might fall 
under the thame of yielding to thofe allurements. ‘Thus, in 
the Chriftian churches, there muft needs be herefies, that they 
“which are perfed may be made manifefl, 1 Cor. xi. 19. It 

rael, upon trial, proved ill. They joined in marriage with the 

Canaanites, ver. 6. though they could not advance either their 

honour or their eftate by marrying with them. They would 
_mar their blood, inftead of mending it, and fink their eftates,. 
_inftead of raifing them by fuch matriages. 2, ‘Thus they were 
ver. 6, Baalim and the groves, ver. 7. 4. e. the images. that 
“were worfhipped in groves of thick trees, which were a fort of 


natural temples. In fuch unequal matches there is more rea- 


fon to. fear that the: bad will corrupt the good, than to hope 
that the good will reform the bad 3. as it is in laying two pears 


" together, theone rotten ag, the other found. When they 
3, they forgat the Lord their God. 
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but Baalim and the groves’s fo that by degrees they loft the 
remembrance of the true God, and forgot there was fuch a bee 
ing, and what obligations they lay under to him. In nothing 
is the corrupt memory of man more treacherous than, in this : 


_it is apt to forget God; becaufe out of fight, he 1s out of 


mind: and here begins all the wickednefs that is in the world; 
they have perverted their way, for they have forgotten the Lord 
their God. 


8 | Therefore the anger of the Lorn was- 
hot againft Ifrael, and he fold them into the 
hand of Chufhan-rifhathaim king of Mefopo- 
tamia; and the children of Hrael ferved. Chu- 
fhan-rifhathaim eight years. g And when the 
children of Ifrael cried unto the Lorp, the 
Lorptaifed up a deliverer to the children of 
Ifrael, who delivered them, even Othniel the 
fon of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother. 10 And 
the fpirit of the Lorp came upon him, and he 


judged Hrael, and went out to war:and the 


Lor p delivered Chufhan-rifhathaim king of Me- 
fopotamia into his. hand ; and his hand prevail- 


ed againft Chufhan-rifhathaim.. 11 And the 


land had reft forty years: and Othniel the fon. | 
of Kenaz died. . 


We now come to the records of the government of the par- 
ticular judges ; the firft of which was Othniel, in whom the 
ftory of this book is knit to that of Jofhua; for, even in Jo-- 
fhua’s time, Othnicl began to be famous ; by which it appears,. 
that it was not long after Ifrael’s fettlement in Canaan before 
their purity began to be corrupted, and their peace, by confe- 
quence, difturbed. And thofe who have taken pains to in- 
quire into the facred- chronology; are generally agreed, that 
the Danites idolatry, and the war with the Benjamites for a- 
bufing the Levite’s concubine, though related in the latter end 
of this book, happened about this ime, under or before Oth- 
niel’s government, who, though a judge, was not fuch a king. 
in Ifrael as would keep men from doing what was right in 
their own eyes. ; eae, 

Ir this fhort narrative of Othniel’s government, we have;. 

"a, the diftrefs that Iftael was brought .into for their fin,. 
ver. 8... God was juftly-difpleafed with them. for plucking up: 
the hedge of their peculiarity, and laying themfelves in’ com- 


‘mon with tHe nations, and plucked up the hedge of their pro- 


teftion, and laid them open to the nations; fet them to fale 
as goods he would part with: and the firft that laid hands. 
on them was Chufhan-rifhathaim, king of: that Syria which lay 
between the two great rivers of Tigris and Euphrates, thence 
called: Mefopotamia, ‘which fignifies in the midft of rivers. Tt. 
is probable: this was a warlike prince, and, aiming to-enlarge 
his dominions, invaded the two. tribes firft, on the other fide: 
Jordan, that lay next him 5 and afterwards perhaps by. degrees 
penetrated. into the heart of the country,. and, as.far as he 
went, put them under contribution, exaéting it with rigour, and 
perhaps quartering foldiers upon them. Laban: was of. this 


‘country, who oppretied Jacob with a hard: fervice ;> but. it: lay 


at fuch a diftance, that one. could not. have thought. Ifrael’s 


trouble fhould have come from {uch a far tountry, which fhews. 
- {> much the more of the hand of God ‘in jt. - 


. 2: ‘their return to-God> in this-diftrgls:. When he flew 


then, then they~ fought him: whom. before tliey had flighted. 


The children of Lfraet, even the generality of them,, cried:unto: 
the: 
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the prefent unto Eglon ‘king of Moab: and Ep. , 


the Lord, ver. 9. At firft they made light of their trouble, 


and thought they could eafily fhake off the yoke of a prince at 
fuch a diftance ; but when it continued eight years, they began © 


to feel the fmart of it, and then they cried-under it, who be- 
fore had laughed at it. They who, in the day of their mirth, 
had cried to Baalim and Afhtaroth, now they are in trouble, 
cry to the Lord, ‘from whom they had revolted, whofe juftice 
brought them into this trouble, and whofe power and favour 
-could alone help them out of it. Affli€tion makes thofe ery 
‘to God with importunity, who before would {carce {peak to 
him. 

_ 3. God’s return in mercy to them for their deliverance. 
Though need drove them to him, he did not therefore reject 
‘their prayers, but. gracioufly-raifed up a deliverer, or /aviour, 
-as the word is. Obferve, (1:) Who the déliverer was: It 
‘was Othniel, who married Caleb’s daughter ; one of the old 
ftock, that had’ feen the works of the Lord, and liad himfelf, 
no queftion, kept his integrity, and fecretly lamented the apof- 
tafy of his people, but waited for a divine call ‘to appear public- 


ly for the redrefs of their grievances. .He was now, we may © 


fuppofe, far-n years, when God raifed him up to this honour ; 
but the decays of age were no hindrance to his ufefulnefs when 
‘God had work for him to do.. *(2..) Whence he had his com- 


miffion: Not of man, or by man, but the /pirit of the Lord 
came upon him, ver. 10. the fpirit of wifdom and courage to — 


qualify him for the fervice, and a fpirit of power to excite him 


“to it, fo as to give him and others full fatisfadtion, that it was 


the will of God he fhould engage in it. ‘The Chaldee faith, 
‘The fpirit of prophecy remained on him. (3.) What method 
he took: He firft judged Ifrael, reproved them, called them 
“to an account for their fins, and reformed them, and then went 
‘out to war : that was the right method. Let fin at home be con- 
-quered, that worft of enemies, and then enemies abroad will be 
‘the eafier dealt with. Thus, let Chrift be our judge and law- 
giver, and then he will fave us, and on-no other terms, Ifa. 
XXXML. 22. 
.to break the yoke of the oppreflion, and, as it fhonld feem, to 
“break the neck of the oppreffor ; for it is faid, The Lord de- 
livered Chufban-rifhathaim into his hand. Now was Judah, of 
which tribe Othniel was, as a Lon’s whelp, gone up from the 
preys (s.), The happy confequence of Othniel’s good fervices. 
‘The land, though not getting ground, yet had reft, and fome 
fruits of the reformation, forty years; and it had been perpe- 
tual, if they had kept clofe to God and their duty. 


12 4 And the children of Ifrael did evil again © 


in the fight of the Lorp: and the Lorp ftrength- 
‘ened Eglon the king of Moab againft Ifrael, be- 
‘caufe they had done evil in the fight of the 


Lorp. 13 And he gathered unto him the chil-_ 


dren of Ammon and Amalek, and went and 
fmote Hrael, and pofleffed the city of palm- 
trees. 14 So the children of Ifrael ferved Eg- 
lon the king of Moab eighteen years. 15 But 
when the children of Mrael cried unto the Lorn, 
the Lorn raifed them-up a deliverer, Ehud the 
fon of Gera, a Benjamite, a man left-handed: 


-and by him the children of Ifrael fent‘a prefent’ 
16 But Ehud | 
made him a dagger (which had two edges) ofa | 


“unto Eglon the king of Moab. 


cubit length, and he did. gird it under his rai- 


ment, upon his tight thigh. 17 And he brought — 
Stahl . 


a { 
J 


(4.) ‘What good fuccefs he had. He prevailed | 


into your hand. And they ‘went down een 


_ Fofive and lenitives? It feems it awe 


Jon was a very fat man. 18 And whemhe had © 
made an end to offer the prefent, he fent away 
the’ people. that bare the prefent. 19 But he 
himfelf turned again fromthe quarries that were 
by Gilgal, and faid, I have a fecret errand unto — 
thee, O king: who faid, Keep filence. And 
all that ftood by him went out from him. 20 
And Ehud came unto him ; and he was fitting 
in a fummer-parlour, which he had for himfelf 
alone: and Ehud faid, I have a meflage from 
God unto thee. And he arofe out of Air feat. 
21 And Ehud put forth his left hand, and took 
the dagger from his right. thigh, and. thruft it 
into his belly: 22 And the haft alfo went in af. 
ter the blade; and the fat clofed upon the 
blade, fo that he could. not draw the dagger 
out of his belly; and the dirt came out. 23 
Then Ehud went forth through the porch, and 
fhut the doors of the parlour upon him, and 
locked them. 24 When he was gone out, his — 
fervants came; and when they faw that, be- 
hold, the doors of the parlour were locked, they 


| faid, furely he covereth his feet in his fummer- 


chamber. 25 And they tarried till they were 
afhamed: and, behold, he opened not the doors 
of the parlour ; therefore they took akey, and 


| opened them. and, behold, their lord was fal- 


len down dead on the earth. 26 And Ehud — 
efcaped while they tarried ; and pafled beyond 
the quarries, and efcaped unto Seirath. 27 
And it came to pafs, when he was come, that 
he blew a trumpet in the mountain of Ephraim, ~ 
and the children of Ifrael went down with him _ 


_ from the mount, and he before them. 28 And - 


he faid unto them, Follow after me: for the 
Lorp hath delivered your enemies the Moabites 


him, and took the fords of Jordan toward Moab, — 


and réceived fo much merey from, Ged in 


What, and afterall this again to br 
Was'the difeafe obftitiate to all the 
ereri 


fA Mc 


they ‘might make the more bold with ‘their old fins, aie: 


eS on 
ft 
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the powers of that kingdom were wedkened and brought low ; 
but God made them know that he had variety of rods where- 


with to chaftife them: He frengthened Eglon king of Moab. 


againfl them. This oppreffor lay nearer them than the for- 
mer, and therefore would be the more mifchievous to them. 
God’s judgments thus approached them gradually, to bring 
them to repentance. When Ifrael dwelt in tents, but kept 
their integrity, Balak king of Moab, that would have {trength- 
ened himielf againft them, was baffled : but now they had for. 
faken God, and worfhipped the gods of the nations round a- 
bout them, and perhaps thofe of the Moabites among the reft; 
here was another king of Moab whom God {trengthened a- 
gain{t them, put power into his hands, though a wicked man, 


that he might be a fcourge to Ifrael: the aff in his hand, with 


- 


- did not pay him his tribute. 


which he beat Ifrael, was Goa’s indignation, howbeit he meant 
not fo, neither did his heart think fo, Ua. x. 6, 7. Uraelites did 
ill, and we may fuppofe Moabites did worfe; yet, becaufe God 
commonly punifheth the fins of his own people in this world, 
that the flefh being deftroyed, the fpirit may be faved, Ifrael is 
weakened, and Moab ftrengthened apainft them. God would 
not fuffer the Ifraclites when they were the ftronger, to dif 
trefs the Moabites, nor give them any difturbance, though they 
were idolaters, Deut. ii. 9. yet now he fuffered the Moabites 
to diftrefs Iftael, and’ ftrengthened them on purpofe that they 
might: Thy judgments, O God, are a great deep. The king of 
Moab took to his affiftance. the Ammonites and Amalekites, 
ver. 13. and that ftrengthened him; and we are here told 
how they prevailed. ¥ 
if, They beat them in the field: They qwent and fmote 


| Prael, ver. 13. not only thofe tribes that lay next them on.the 


other fide Jordan, who, though firft fettled, being frontier- 


"tribes, were moft difturbed, but thofe alfo, within Jordan ; for 
they made themfelves mafters of the city of palm-trees, which, . 


it is probable, was a ftrong hold ereéted near the place where 
Jevicho had ftood’; for. that was fo called, Deut. xxxiv. 3. into 
which the Moabites put a garrifon, to be a bridle upon Ifrael, 
and to fecure the pafles of Jordan, for the prefervation of the. 
communication with their own country. it was well for the 
Kenites that they had left. this city, chap. i. 16. before it fell 


into the hands of the enemy: See how quickly the Ifraelites. 


foft that by theit own. fin, which they had gained by miracles 
of divine mercy. 

2dly, They made them to ferve, ver. 14. i. e. exacted tri- 
bute from them ;, either the fruits of the earth in kind, or- mo- 
ney in lieu of them. They negleéted the fervice of God, and 
‘Thas therefore did God reco- 
ver. from them that wine and oil, that filver and gold, which 


they prepared for Baal, Hof. ii, 8. What fhould have been. 


paid to the divine grace, and was not, was diftrained for, and 


paid to the divine juiftice. The former fervitude, ver. 8. laft- 


ed but eight years, this eighteen ; for if leffer troubles do not 
do the work, God will fend greater. 

2. When Ifrael prays again, God raifeth up a-new delivers 
er, ver. ¥§. his name Lhud. We are here told, (1.) It was 
a Benjamite. The city of palm-trees lay within the lot of this 
tribe; by which it is likely.they fuffered moft, and therefore 


 ftitred firft to fhake off the yoke. It’is fuppofed by. the chro- 


nologers, that the Ifraelites war-with Benjamin for the wicked- 
refs of Gibea, by which that whole tribe was reduced to fix 


hundred men, happened before this; fo that we may well: 
think that tribe to-be now the weakelt of all the tribes; yet 
; out of ‘it God raifed~ up this deliverer, in token of his being. 

perfectly reconciled to them, to manifeft-his own power in or-: 
daining-{trength out. of weaknefs, and that he might deffow 
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__ they faw themfelves in ‘no danger from their old oppreffor ; 


“himfelf, Pial. xxx. 17. 


pide Saag Aonour upon that part awhich lacked, 1 Cor. min 
: % | as Peri as ey , 
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24. (2.) That he was left-handed, as it feems many of that 
tribe were, chap. xx. 16. Benjamin fignifies be fon of the 
right hand, and yet multitudes of them were left-handed; for 
mens natures do not always anfwer their names. The LXX. 
fays he was an ambidexter, one that could ufe both hands a- 
like, fuppofing that that was an advantage to him in the action 
he was called to: but the Hebrew phrafe, that he was /but of 
his right hand, intimates, that, either through difeafe or difafe, 
he made little or no ufe of that, bat of his left hand only; and 
fo was the lefs fit for war, becaufe he muft needs handle his 
fword but aukwardly; yet God chofe this left-handed man to 
be the man of bis right hand, whom he would make rong for 
It was God’s right hand that gained 
Tfrael the victory, Pfal. xliv. 3. not the right hand’ of the ine 
{truments he employed. 

We are here told what Ehud did for the deliverance of If. 
rae] out_of the hands of the Moabites. He faved the oppref-. 
fed by the deftroying the oppreffors, when the meafure of 
their iniquity was full, and.the fet time.to favour Ifrael was - 
come. A ae 

1. He put to death Eglon king of Moab;, I fay, put him to - 
death ; not he murdered or affaffinated him, but, 23a judge, . 
or minifter of divine juftice, executed the judgements of God» 
upon him, as an implacable enemy to God and Ifrael The 
ftory is particularly related. 

iff, He had a-fair occafion of accefs to him. Being an in-- 
genious aétive man, and fit to ftand before kings, his people. 
chofe him to carry a prefent in the name of all Ifrael, over and 


/ above their tribute, to their great lord the king of Moab, that - 
‘they might find favour‘in his eyes, ver. 15. The.prefent is call. 


ed mincha in the original, which is the word-ufed, in the law,.. 
for the offerings that were prefented to God, to obtain his fa-. 
vour ;.thefe the children of Ifrael had. not offered, in-their | 
feafon, to the God that loved them; and now, to punifh them > 


, for their neglect, they are laid under a neceflity of bringing 
' their offerings to-a heathen prince. that. hated them. Ehud 


did his errand to Eglon; offered his prefent with the ufual ce-: 


© remony, and expreflions of dutiful refpe&t, the better to colour. 


what he intended,.and to prevent fufpicion. 

2dly, It fhould feem from the firft he defigned to be: the ’ 
deathsof him, God putting it into his heart, and*letting him - 
know alfo that the motion was from himfelf, by the fpirit that: 


came upon him, the.impulfes of which carried with them their. 


own evidence, and fo gave him full fatisfadtion both of the law- 
fulnefs and ‘of the fuccefs of this daring attempt; of both which 
he had reafon enough to.doubt. If he be fare. God. bids hint » 
do it, he is fure:both that he may do it, and that he ‘hall do.. 
it; for acommand from: God is fufficient: to bear us out, and.. 
bring:us off, both again{t our confciences,and againft all the. 


_ world. That he compafftd“and imagined ‘the death of this - 
tyrant, appears by the preparation he made of a weapon for thé - 


purpofe; a fhort dagger, but half a yard long, like a bayonet, . 
which. might eafily be concealed under his clothes, ver. 16.5. 
perhaps, becaufe none were fuffered to come near:the king 


with their fwords by their fides: This he wore on his rigitt 


thigh, that it might be the readier to his left hand, and might 
be the lefs fufpected.. : a 
3dly,» He contrived how to.be alone with ‘him ; which he « 


might the eafier be, now he had not-only made-himfelf known. ~ 
_to him, but: ingratiated himfelf by the prefent, and the compli- 


ments, which, perhaps on-that. occafion, he had paffzd upon. 


_ him. Obferve, how he:laid his plot. (1.) He concealed his 
_ defign, even from his own attendants; -brought them part of © 
. the way, and then ordered them to go forward towards home; . 


while he himfelf, as if he had forgot fomething behind him, . 


went back to the king of Moab’s court, yer. 18. There need- - 


ed® 
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ed but one hand to do the executions had more been engaged, 
they could not fo fafely have: kept counfel, nor fo eafily have 
madewan efcape. (2.) He returved from the quarries by Gilgal, 
ver. 19..from the graven images ({o it is in the margin) aubich 
were with Gilgal ; fet up, perhaps, by the Moabites, with the 
twelve {tones which Jofhua had fet up there. Some fuggett, 
that the fight of thefe idols ftirred up in him. fuch an indigna- 
tion again{t the king of Moab, as put him upon the execution 
of that defign, which otherwife he had thought to have let fall for 
the prefent. Oy, perhaps, he came fo far as to thefe images, 
that, telling from what place he returned,-the king of Moab 
might be the more apt to believe he had a meflage from God. 
(3.) He begged a private audience, and obtained it in a with- 
drawing-droom, here called @ /ummer-parlour. He told the 
king he had a fecret errand to him; who thereupon ordered 
all his attendants to withdraw, ver. 19. Whether he expected 
to receive fome private inftructions from an oracle, or fome pti- 
vate informations concerning the prefent {tate of Ifrael, as if 
Ehud would betray his country; it was a very uawife thing 
~ for him to be all alone with a {tranger, and whom he had rea- 
fon to look upon as an enemy ; but thofe that are marked for 
ruin are infatuated, and their hearts hid from underflanding; 
‘God deprives them of difcretion. \ 

qthly, When he had him alone, he foon difpatched him. 
His‘fummer-parlour, where he ufed to indulge himfelf in eafe 
and luxury, was the place of his executios. (1.) Ehud de- 
‘mands his attention to a meffage from God, ver. 29. and that 
meflage was a dagger. God fends to us by the judgments of 
his hand, as well as by the judgments of his mouth. (2.) Eg- 
jon pays refpec&t to a meffage from God. Though a king, 
though a heathen king; thongh rich and powerful; though 
now tyrannizing over the people of God ;, though a fat un- 
wieldy man, that could not eafily rife, nor ftand long; thoagh 
in private, and what he did not under obferyation ; yet, when 


he expected to receive orders from Heaven, he rofe out of his | 


feat; whether it were low and eafy, or whether it were high 
and ftately,’ he quitted it, and {tood up when God was about to 
Speak to him, thereby owning God his {uperior. This fhames 
the irreverence of many who are called Chriftians, and yet, 
when a meflage from God is delivered to them, f{tudy to fhew, 
~ byall the marks of careleffnefs, how little they regard it. Ehud, 
in calling what he had -to d8 a meffage from God, plainly a- 
vouches a divine commiflion for it ; and God’s inclining Eglon 
to ftand up to it, did both confirm the commiflion, and facili- 
tate the execution. (3.) The meflage was delivered, not to 
his ear, but immediately and literally to his heart, into which 
the fatal knife was thruft, and was left there, ver. 21, 22.. His 
extreme fatnefs made him unable to refift, or to help himfelf ; 
probably it was the effect of his luxury and excefs: and when 
the fat clofed np the blade, God would, by that circumflance, thew 
how thofe that pamper the body, do but prepare for their own 
mifery. However, it was an emblem of his carnal fecurity and 
fenfeleffncfs. His heart was as fat as greafe, and in that he 
thought himfelf inclofed. See Pfal. cxix. 70. xvii. 10. Eglon 
fignifies a calf; and he fell, like a fatted calf, by. the knife, an 
acceptable facrifice to divine juftice. 
coming out of the dirt or dung, that the death of this proud 
_tyrant may appear the more ignominious and fhameful. He 
that had been. fo very nice and curious about his own body, to’ 


keep it eafy and clean, fhall now be found wallowing in his own . 


blood and excrements. Thus doth God pour contempt upon 
princes. Now this faé& of Ehnd’s, [1.] May juftify itfelf; 
-becaufe he had fpecial dire&tion from God to do it; and it was 
agreeable to the ufual method, which, under that difpenfation, 
God tcok to avenge his people of their enemies,-and to mani- 


feft to the world his own juice, But, [2.] It will by no 
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_ place. 


Notice is taken of the. 


~ go on triumphantly. (3.) Like a 


_ pafles to cut off the communicatio 


Chap. if . 


means jultify any now in doing the like. No fuch commf. 
fions-are now givers and to prétend to them, is to blafpheme — 
God, and make him patronize the worft of villanies. Chrift 
bid Peter fheathe the {word, and we find not that he bid him. 
draw it again. EAC Wel teat Sah eee 
sthly, Providence wonderfully favoured his efcape, when he 
had done the execution. (1.) The tyrant fell filently, without 
any fhriek or outcry, which might have been overheard by his 
fervants at a diftance. How filently doth he go downto the 
pit, choaked up, it may be, with his own fat, which ftifled his. 
dying groans! though he had made fo great a noife in_ the 
world, and had been the terror of the mighty in the land of the 
living. (2) The heroic executiorfer of this vengeance, with 
fuch a prefence of mind, as difcovered, hot only no confciouf- 
nefs of guilt, but a mighty confidence in the divine protection, 
fhut the doors after him, took the key with him, and paffed 
through the guards with fuch an air of innocency, and boldnefs, 
and unconcernednefs, as made them not at all to fufpeé his 
having done any thing amifs. (3.) The fervants that attend- 
ed in the antichamber, coming to the door of the inner parlour, 
when. Ehud was gone, to’know- their mafter’s pleafure; and 
finding it locked, and all quiet, they concluded he was laid — 
down to fleep, had covered his feet upon his couch, and was 
gone to confult his pillow about the meffage he had received, - 
and to dream upon it, ver. 24.3 and therefore would not offer 
to open the door. ‘Thus, by their care not to difturb his fleep, 
they loft the opportunity of revenging his death. See what 
comes of mens taking {tate too much, and obliging thofe about 
them to keep their diftance ; fome time or other it may come 
againft them more than they think of. (4.) The fervants at 


/ length opened the door, and found their mafter had /lept indeed 


his long fleep, ver. 25. The horror of this tragical {peétacle, 
and the confufion it muft needs put them into, to refleét upon - 
their own, inconfideration, in not opening the door fooner, quite 
put by the thoughts of fending purfuivants after him that had 
done it; whom now they defpaired of overtaking. (5.) E- 
hud by this means made his efcape to Seirath, a thick wood; — 
fo fome, ver. 26. It is not faid any where in this ftory, what 
was the place in which Eglon lived now; but there being no. 
mention of Ehud’s pafling and repafling Jordan, I am inclined . 
to think that Eglon had left his-own country of Moab, on the 
other fide ‘Jordan, and made his principal refidence, at this 


time, in the city of palm-trees, within the land of Canaan, a 


fatter country than his own, and that there he was flain ; and 
then the quarries by Gilgal were not far of him. There where 
he had fettled himfelf, and thought he had fufficienly fortified. 
himfelf to lord it over the people of God, there he was cut. 
off, and proved to be fed for the flaughter like a lamb tm a large 

2. Ehud having flain the king of Moab; gave a total rout to 
the forces of the Moabites that were among them, and fo ef- 
fectually fhook off the yoke of their-oppreffion. (1. ) He sai-. 
fed an army prefentlyin Mount Ephraim. at fome diftance, 
from the head-quarters of the Moabites, and headed them him- 
felf, ver. 27. The trumpet he blew: was indeed a jubile trum, 


trumpets but thofe of their enemies. (2.) L 
and as one that did all this:in faith, he tac 
himfelf, and gave encouragement to his f 
er of God engaged for them, ver. 28. J 
Lord hath delivered your enemies into you 
to have God with us, and therefore may go 
“ SA 


cured the fords of Jordan ; fet ‘fh 


Chap. IT. 


were in the land of Ifrael (for upon them only his defign was) 

and their own country, on the other fide Jordan ; that if, upon 
the alarm given them, they refolved to fly, they might not e- 
{cape thither ; and if they refolved to fight, they might not have 
affiftance thence. Thus he fhut them up in that land as their 
prifon, in which they were pleafing themfelves as their palace - 


and paradife.. (4.) He then fell upoh them, and put them all . 


to the fword, ten thoufand of them ; which, it feems, was the 
-number appointed, to keep Ifrael in fubjeétion, ver. 29. There 
efcaped not a man of them. And they: were the ‘beft and choi- 
ceft of all the king of Moab’s forces; all luity men, men of 
bulk and ftature; and not only able-bodied, but great fpirited 
too, and men of valour, ver. 29.. But neither their ftrength 
nor their courage ftood them in any ftead, when the fet time 
was come for God to deliver them into. the hand of. Ifrael. 
(5.) The confequent of this vi€tory was, that the power of the 
Moabites was wholly broken in the land of Ifrael. the country 
was cleared of thefe oppreffors, and the land had ref eighty years, 
ver. 30. We may hope that there was likewife a reformation 
‘among them, and a check given to idolatry, by the influence of 
‘Ehud, which continued a good: part of this time. It was a 
great while for the land to reft fourfcore years; yet what is 
that to the faints everlafting reft in the heavenly Canaan? 


53 q And after him was Shamgar the fon of | 


Anath, which flew of the Philiftines fix hun- 
dred men with an ox-goad: and he alfo deliver- 
ed Ifracl. <. . ~ 
When it was faid the land had reff eighty years, fome think 
we it is meant chiefly of that part of the land which lay ea(tward 
‘on the banks of Jordan, which had been oppreffed by the 
~Moabites ; but it feems by this paffage here, that the other fide 
‘of the country, which lay fouth-weft, was in that time infefted 
by the Philiftines, againft whom Shampar made head. — 
1. It feems Ifrael needed deliverance, for he delivered If- 
“rael; how great the diftrefs was, Deborah afterwards related 
in. her fong, chap. v. 6. That in the days of Shamgar the high- 
aways were unoccupied, &c. "Vhat part of the country which 
lay next to the Philiftines was fo infefted with their rapparees, 
that people could not travel the roads in fafety, but were in 
danger of being fet upon and robbed ; nor durft they dwell in 
the unguarded. villages, but were forced to take fhelter in the ~ 
fortified cities. oe Tin: Agee 
_ 2. God raifed him up to deliver them, as it fhould feem, 
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while Ehud was yet living, but fuperanuated. So inconfider- 


__ able were the enemies for number, that, it feems, the killing of 
~ fix hundred -of them amounted toa deliverance of Ifrael ; and 
fo many he flew with an ox-goad; ur, as fome read it, a plough- 
fhare. - it is probable, he was himfelf following the plough, 
when the Philiftines made an inroad upon the country to. ravage 
it, and God put it into his heart to oppofe them; the-impulfe 
being fudden and ftrong, and having neither {word nor fpear to. 
do execution with, he took the inftrument that was next hand, 
fome of the tools of his plough, and with that killed fo many 
hundred men, and came off unhurt. See here, (1.) That God 
- can make thofe eminently ferviceable to his glory, and his 
chureh’s good, wi ofe extraétion, education, and employment, 
5 is very: mean and obfcure. He that has the refidug of the Spi- 
rit, could, when he'pleafed, make ploughmen judges and ge- 
‘nerals, and fifhermen apoftles. (2.) It is no matter how weak 
’ the weapon ts, if God dire& and ftrengthen the arm.. ,An OX- 
‘goad, when God pleafeth, fhall do more than Goliath’s fword. 
And fometimes he. chufeth to. work by fuch unlikely means, 
that the excellency of the power may ‘appear to be of God, 
avo? Ley: fs 
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“did mightily opprefs. Ifrael. 
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The method in the hifory of Deborah and Barak, the heroes in 
this chapter, is the fame with that before. Here.is, 1. Tfrael - 
revolted from God, ver. 1. LI. Lfrael oppreffed by Fabin, 
ver. 2, 3. IL. Srael judged ky Debora, ver. Aste z 
Dracl refcusd out of the hands of Fabine (1.) Their deli- 
verance is concerted between Deborah and Barak, ver. 6,—9. 
(2.) Zt is aceomplifoed by their joint agency. Barak takes 

' the field, ver..10.  Sifera, Fabin’s. general, meets him, ver. 
12,13. Deborah encourageth him, ver. 14. And God 
gives him a complete vitory. The army routed, ver. 15, 16. 
The general forced to fice, ver. 1 7. And there where he ex= 
petied fhelter, had his life frolen from him by Fael while he 
‘was afleep, ver.18,—2 t. Which completes Barak's triumpl, 
ver. 22. and Ifrael’s deliverance, ver. 23, 24. - 


ND the children of Ifrael again did evil in 
A: the fight of the Lor» when Ehud was 
dead. 2 And the Lorp fold them into the hand 


of Jabin king of Canaan, that reigned in Ha- 


zor; the captain of whole hoft was Sifera, which 
dwelt in Haretheth of the Gentiles, | 3 And the 
children of Hrael cried unto- the Lorp: for he 
had nine hundred chariots of iron; and twen- 


ty years he mightily oppreffed the children of | 
Ifrael. 


Here is, 1. Ifrael backfliding from God: They again did. 
evil in his fight, forfook his fervice, and worlhipped idols ; for 
that was the fin which did now molt eafily befet them, ver. re‘ 
See in this, (1.) The ltrange ftrength of corruption which hur- 
ries men into fin, notwithitanding the moft frequent inftances. 
of its fatal confequences, The bent to backflide is very hard- 
ly reftrained. (2,) The common ill effeéts of a long peace. 
‘The land had reft eighty years, which fhould have confirmed 
them in their, religion ;, but, on the. contrary, it made them fe-. 
cure and wanton, and indulgent of thofe lufts which the wor- 
fhip of the falfe gods was calculated for the gratification of. 
Thus the profperity of fools deflroys them.  Fefburun waxeth pak 7 
and kicketh. (3.) The great lofs which a people futtains by, 
the death of good governors. They did evil, becaufe Ehud 
was dead. So it may be read. He kept a ftrick eye upon 
them, reftrained and punifhed every thing that looked towards: 
idolatry, and kept them clofe to God’s fervice. But when he 
was gone, they revolted, fearing him more than God, 

_ 2. Ifrael oppreffed by their enemies.. When. they forfook 
God, he forfook them; and ther they became-an ¢afy prey to: 
every fpoiler, They alienated. themfelves from God, as if hé- 
were none of theirs ;, and then God alienated them as none ‘of 
his. They that threw themfelves ont of God’s fervice, threw: 
themfelves out of his protection. What has “my beloved to do 
in my houfey when fhe has thus played the harlot? Jer. xi. 15.. 
He fold them into the handy of Fabin, ver. 2. This Jabin: 
reigned in Hazor, as another of the fame name, and perhaps: 
his anceftor, had done before him, whom Jothua routed, flew, 
and burnt his city, Jofhy-xi.. 1, 10.° But it feems, in procefs of 
time, the city was rebuilt, the powér regained, the lofs retrived,, 
and by degrees the king of Hazor becomes able to tyrannize: 
over Ifrael, who by fin had: loft all: their advantages apain{t the: 
Canaanites. ‘Lhis fervitude was longer than either’ of the for-. 
mer, and. much: more. grievous: ” Jabin, and his general Sifera,, 
‘Phat which. aggtayated’ the op 
preflion, was, (1.) That this enemy was nearer them than any 
of the former, in their borders, in their bowels 3 and, by that: 


means, had the more opportunity to do them a mifchief.. (2.)) 
: A vag \ 


That. 
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That they were the natives of the country, who bore an im- 
placable enmity to them, for invading and difpoffefling them ; 
and when they had them in their power, would be fo much the 
more cruel and mifchievous towards them in revenge of the old 
quarrel. (3.)’T'Hat thefe Canaanites had, when time was, beencon- 
yquered and fubdued by Ifrael, were of old fentenced to be their 
fervants, Gen. ix. 25.3 and might now have been under their 
feet, and utterly incapable of giving them any difturbance, if 
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' their own flothfulnefs, cowardice, and unbelief, had not fuffer- ~ 


-ed them thus to get head. ‘To be opprefled by thofe whom 
their fathers had conquered, and whom they themfelves had 
foolithly fpared, could not but be very grievous. 

-, 'frael returning to their God: They cried unto the Lord, 
-when diftrefs drove them to him; and they faw no other way 
of relief. Thofe that flight God in their profperity, will find 
-themfelves under a neceflity of feeking to him when they.are 
“in trouble. 


4 And Deborah a prophetefs, the wife of La- 
«pidoth, fhe judged Ifrael at that time. 5 And 


fhe dwelt :under the. palm-tree of Deborah, be- 


‘tween Ramah and Beth-el in mount Ephraim: 
-and the children of Ifrael came up to her for 
judgment. ‘6 And fhe fent and called Barak, 
the fon of Abinoam, out. of Kedefh-naphtali, 
-and faid unto him, ‘Hath not the Lorp God of: 
Ifrael commanded, /aying, Go and draw toward 
‘mount Tabor, and take with thee ten thoufand 
‘men of the children of Naphtali, and of the chil- 
--dren of Zebulun? 7 And I will draw unto thee 
to the river Kifhon, Sifera the captain -of Ja- 
bin’s army, with his chariots and his multitude ; 
-and I will deliver him into thine hand. 8 And 
Barak faid unto her, If thou wilt go with me, 


then I will go: but if thou wilt not go with. 


me, then I will not go. 9 And fhe faid I will 
furely go with thee: notwithftanding, the jour- 
ney that thou takeft fhall not be for thine +ho- 
nour; for the Lorn fhall fell Sifera into the hand 
-of a woman. And Deborah arofe, and went 
with Barak to Kedefh. ad ee 


The year of the redeemed is at length come, when Ifrael was 
to be delivered out of the hands of Jabig, and reftored again 
to their liberty; which, we may fuppofe, the northern tribes, 
that lay neareft the oppreffor, and felt moft of the effeéts of his 
‘fury, did in a particular manner cry to God for. or the op- 
preffion of the poor, and the fighing of the needy, now will God 
arife. Now, here we have, Teor 

1. The preparation of the people for their deliverance, by 
the prophetic conduct and government of Deborah, ver. 4, 5. 
Her name fignifies a bee ; and fhe anfwered her name by her 
induftry, fagacity, and great ufefulnefs to the public, her {weet- 
nefs to her friends, and fharpnefs to her enemies, She is faid 
to be the wife of Lapidoth, the termination not ‘commonly 

- found in the name'of a man; therefore fome make it the 
name of a place; fhe was @ woman of Lapidoth. 
it appellatively; Lapidoth fignifies /amps. ‘The Raboins fay, 
fhe had employed therfelfin making wicks for the lamps of the 

-tabernacle ; and having ftooped to that mean office for God, 
sthe was afterwards thus preferred. Or fhe was a woman of 


Others take | 


~ complete deliverance. 


illuminations, or of fplendors one that was extraordinary knows 
ing and wife, and fo came to be very eminent and illuftrions. 
Concerning her we are here told, (1.) That fhe was inti- — 
mately acquainted with God: fhe was a prophete/s ; one that 
was inftruéted in divine knowledge by the immediate infpira~ 
tion of the Spirit of God, and had gifts of wifdom, which fhe 
attained to, not in-an ordinary way; fhe Aeard the words of 
God, and probably /aw the vifions of the Almighty. (2-) 
That fhe was entirely devoted to the fervice of Ifrael. She 
judged Ifrael.at the time that Jabin eppreffed them; and per- 
haps, fhe’being a woman, was the more éafily permitted by 
the oppreflor to do it. She judged, not’as a princefs, by any 
civil authority conferred upon her, but as a prophetefs, and as 


-God’s mouth to them, correéting abufes, and redrefling grie- ~ 


vances, efpécially thofe which related to the worfhip of God. 
The children of Ifrael came up to her from all parts to judge-~ 
ment, not fo much forthe deciding of controverfies between 
man and man, as for advice in the reformation of what was a- 
mifs in things pertaining to God. Thofe among them who 
before had fecretly lamented the impieties and idolatries of 


‘their neighbours, but knew not where to apply themfelves for 


the reftraining of them, now made their complaints to Debo- 


_ rah 3~who, by the fword of the Spirit, fhewing them the judge« 


ment of God, reduced and reclaimed many, and excited and a- 
nimated the magiftrates in their refpedtive diftriéts to put the 
Jaws in execution. It is faid, fhe dwelt, or as fome r<ad it, _ 
fhe fat under a palm-tree, called ever after from her, the palms 
tree of Deborah. ither fhe had her houfe under that tree, a 
mean habitation which would. couch under a tree; or fhe had 
her judgment-feat in the open air, under the fhadow of that 
tree; which was an emblem of the juftice fhe fat there to ad- 
minifter, which will thrive and grow againft oppofition, as 
palms under preffures. -Jofephus faith, that the children of If 
rael came to Deborah to defire her to pray to God for them, 
that they might be delivered out of the hand of Jabin; and 
Samuel is {aid at one particular time to judge Ifrael in Mizpeh, 
i. e. bring them back again to God, when they made the fame 
addrefs to him upon alike occafion, 1 Sam. vil. 6,8. > 
2. The projeét laid for their deliverance. When the chil- 
dren of Ifrael came to her for judgment, with her they found 
falvation. So they that feek to God for grace fhall have gracé 


and peace; grace and comfort, grace and glory. She was not 


herfelf fit to command an army in perfon, being a woman% 
but fhe nominates one that was fit, Barak of Naphtali, who, 24 
it is probable, had already fignalized himfelf in fome rencoun- _ 
ters with the forces of the oppreffor, living ‘near him, (for Ha- ; 
zor and Harofheth lay within the lot of that tribe), and theré- 


‘by had gained a reputation and intereft among his people — 


Some ftruggles, we may fuppofe, that! that brave man had ufed 
towards the fhaking off of the yoke, but could not cffe@ it, till ~ 

he had his commifhion and inftruétions from Deborah. He: 
could do nothing without her head, nor fhe without his hands; : 
but both together made-a complete deliverer, and effetted a 
he greateft and beft are not felffuffi- 

cient, but need. one another. “W577 srk trae ek a ane 


“sf, By God's direétion, the 


0) ay 
‘it. Some think fhe 
ce s ; fo Moe ae 


intends 


ay aes 


Chap. IV. 


intends this as an appeal to Barak’s own heart: Has not God, 
by a fecret whifper to thyfelf, given thee fonie intimation of 
his purpofe, to make ufe of thee as an inftrament in his hand 
to fave Hrael? Haft not thou felt fome impulfe of this kind 
upon thine own {pirit? If fo, the fpirit of prophecy in Deborah 
confirms the fpirit of a foldier in Barak: Go, and draw to- 
ward mount Tabor. She dire&s him what number of men to 
raife, ten thoufand; and let him not fear that thofe will be to 
few, when God hath faid, he will by them fave Ifrael. Whence 
he fhould raife them; only out of his own tribe, and that 
of Zebulun next adjoining; thofe two counties fhould furnith 
him with an army fufficient, he need not ftay to go further.. 
And laftly, She orders him where to make his rendezvous ; 
at mount Tabor, in his own neighbourhood. (2.) When he 
had an army raifed, he knew not’ how he fhould have an oppor- 
tunity of engaging the enemy, who, perhaps, declined fighting, 
having heard: that Ifrael, if they had but courage enough to 


yu D 


make heed again{t an'enemy; feldom failed of fuccefs.. Well, 


faith Deberah, in the name of God, J will draw. unto thee Si- 


Sera and his army. She affures him that the matter fhould be 


determined. by one pitched battle, and fhould not be long in 
the doing. [1.] In mentioning the power of the enemy, Si- 
fera, a celebrated general, bold and experienced,. his chariots, 
his iron-chariots, and his multitude of foldiers, fhe obliges Ba- 
yak/to fortify himfelf with the utmoft degree of refolution ; for 
the enemy he was to engage was.a very formidable one. It 
is good to know the worlt, that we may provide accordingly. 
But, [2.] In fixing the very place to which Sifera would draw 
Ahis.army, fhe gave him a fign, which might help to confirm 
his faith when he came to engage. It was a contingent thing, 


and depended upon Sifera’s own will;*but. when afterwards he 


fhould fee.that falling out juft as Deborah had’ foretold, .he 
he might from thence infer, that certainly in the reft the faid 
fhe fpake under a divine dire&tion, which would be a. great en- 
couragement to him; efpecially becaufe with this, [3.] She 


gave him an exprefs promife of faccefs;. J qwill (ie. God will,. 


in whofe name I f{peak) deliver them.-into-thy hand. - So that 
when ‘he faw them drawn up againft him, according to Deborah’s 
word, he might be confident, that, according to her word, he 
fhould foon fee them fallen before him. Obferve, God draws 
them to him only that he might deliver. them into his hand. “When 
Sifera drew his forces together, he defigned the deftruction of 


Ifael.; but God gathered them as /heaves into the floor, for their. 
Affemble yourfelves, and» 
you Joall be broken. to piecess La. viii. 9. See Rev. xix. 17, 
iecaceee se . ate . 


own deflruction, Micah:iv, 115.12. 


- _adly, At Barak’s requelt, .flie promifeth to go “along with 
him to the field of battle. (1.) Barak infifts much upon the 
neceflity of her prefence, which- would be .to him better than 


‘ acouncil of'war, ver. 8. Jf thou wilt go with me to direct 


and advife me, and in every difficult cafe to. let’ me know God’s 
rind, then I will go with all my heart, and not fear the cha- 
riots of iron; otherwife not. | Some make this to be the lan- 
guage of a weak faith ;.he could not. take her word, unlefs 
he had her-with-him in pawn; as it-were, for performance. It 
feems rather to arife from a conviction of the neceflity of God’s 
prefence and continual condud, a pledge and earneit of which 
he would: reckon .Deborah’s prefence to, be; -and therefore 


_ begged. thus earneftly for ite: Lf thou go not up with me, in 


token of God’sgoing with me,, carry me not up hence. No- 
thing would be a greater fatisfaction to him, than to have the: 
‘prophetefs with him to. animate his foldiers, and to be confult- 


ed as. an oracle upon all occafions. _ (2.) Deborah promifeth. 


to go with him, ver. 9: No toil. nor peril-hall difcourage her 
from doing the utmoft that becomes her to do for the fervice 


- ofher country. She would not fend him where fhe. would 


‘fand men.. after him: 


» hoft, with the edge of the fword, before: Barak ;,- 
fo that: Sifera lighted down-off is chariot, and. 


Gres: * IIS 
not go herfelf. Thofe that in God’s name call others to their 
duty, fhould be very ready to aflift them in it. Deborah was 
the weaker veflel, yet had the ftronger faith. But though fhe 
agrees to go with Barak, if he infift upon it; fhe gives him a 
hint proper enough to move a foldier not to infift'upon it. The 
journey thou undertake? (fo confident was fhe of the fuccefs, 
that fhe calls his engaging in war but the undertaking of a jour- 
ney). fhall not be for thine honour; not fo much for thine ho- 
nour as if thou hadft gone thyfelf; for she Lord /ball fell Sifera 
(now his.turn comes to. be fold as Ifrael was, ver. 2. by way 
of reprifal) into the hands of a woman: i.e. [14] The world. 
would afcribe the victory to the hand of Deborah; this he 
might himfelf forefee. (2.) God (to correét his weaknefs) 
would complete. the victory by the hand of Jael ; which would 
be fome echipfe to his glory. But Barak. values the fatisfac-- 
tion of his mind; and the good fuccefs of his enterprife, more 
than his honour; and therefore will by no means drop his: re- - 
queft.. . He dares not fight unlefs he have. Deborah with him 
to direct him, any pray for him. She therefore:{tood to her 
word with a mafculine courage ; this noble. heroine» arofe and ’ 


. went with Barak. 


10 F And Barak called ‘Zebulun and*Naph- 


| tali to Kedefh, and he went up with ten thou- 


fand men at his: feet :: and Deborah went up» 
with him:. 11. Now Heber the. Kenite, which 

‘was of. the children:of Hobab the father-in-law’ 
of Mofes, had fevered. himfelf from the Kenites,. 


and pitehed ‘his tent unto the plain of Zaanaim, - 
_ which is by Kedefh.. 12.And they fhewed Si- 
fera, that Barak.the: fon of Abinoam:was gone 
‘up tomount Tabor. 13:And Sifera gathered, 
together all his. chariots, even nine. hundred 


chariots of iron; and: all: the: people that were 


_ with him, from Harofheth ofthe Gentiles unto - 
the river of Kifhon. 
to Barak, Up; for.this zs the day in:whieh the. 


14: And ‘Deborah faid.un-.- 


Lord hath delivered. Sifera into thine hand : ‘is-. 


‘not the. Lorp.gone.out before thee? So Barak . 


went down from‘mount Tabor, and ten thou- 
r5And.the Lorp dif... 
comfited Sifera, and all bzs chariots, and all pis. 


fled away on his feet. 16. But Barak: purfued: 
after the.chariots,.and after the heft, unto Ha- 

rofheth of the Gentiles: and all the hoft of Si- 

fera fell-upon the-edge of the fword ; and there 

was not a man eft. F - 


Here, 1. Barak beats up for volunteers, and ‘foon. has his’: 
quota of men ready, ver. 10. Deborah had appointed him to». 


_ raifé an.army of ten thoufand men, ver. 6. and fo many he 


has prefently.at his feet, following him, and fubje& to his coma. 


~mand.. God. is faid to call us ¢o his feety. Va. xlie. 2. i, es: ine 


to obedience to himy. Some think.it intimates that they were. 


all footmen, and fo the armies of the Jews generally were ;., 
‘whicb made the difproportion of ftrength between them and! 


thé.enemy (who had horfes and chariots. very great, and. the. » 


vidtory the more illuftrious ; but the: prefence of God and his. 


prophetefs was abundantly fufficient to balance that difpropor.. 
one! Pz. tip... 


- 


i 


+ 
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tion. Barak has his men at bis feet which intimates their 
chearfulnefs and readinefs to attend him, whitherfoever he went, 
Rey. xiv. 4. Though the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali 
were chiefly depended on ; yet it appears by Deborah’s fong, 
that there were fome come in to him from, other tribes, Ma- 
nafleh and Iffachar ; and more were expeéted, that came not, 
from Reuben, Dan, and Afher, chap. v.14,—-17. But thele 
are overlooked here ; and we are only told, that to make his 
ten thoufand effective men indeed, Deborah went up with him. 
The 11th verfe, concerning the remove of Heber, one of the 
families of the Kenites, out of the wildernefs of Judah, in the 
fouth, where thofe families had fixed themfelves, chap. i: 16. 
into the northern country, comes in for the fike of what was 


to follow concerning the exploit of Jael, a wife of that family. ~ 


2. Sifera,.upon notice of Barak’s motions, takes the field 
with a very numerous and powerful army, ver. 12, 13. Tbey 
whewed Sifera, i, e. it was fhewed him. Yet fome think it re- 
fers to the” Kenites, mentioned immediately before, ver. 11. 
They gave Sifera notice of Barak’s rendezvous, there being 
peace at this time between Jabin and that family, ver. 17. 
‘Whether they intended it as a kindnefs to him or no, it ferved 
to accomplifh what God had faid by Deborah, ver. 7. J will 
‘draw unto thee Sifera. Sifera’s confidence was chiefly i in his 
chariots ; therefore particular notice is taken of them, nine hun- 
dred Macks of tron, which, with the fithes faftened to their 
_ axle-trees, when they were driven into an army of footmen, 
did terrible execution. _ So ingenious have men been in invent- 
ing methods of deftroying one another, to Brey thofe lufts 

from. which come wars and fightings. 

3. Deborah gives orders to engage the enemy, ver. 14. Jo- 
fephus faith, that when Barak faw Sifera’s army drawn up, 
and attempting to furround the mountain, on the top of which 
he and his forces were incamped, his heart quite failed him, 
and he determined to retire to a place of greater fafety ; but 


Deborah animated him to make a defcent upon Sifera, affurs 


ing him that this was the day marked out in the divine coun- 
fels for his defeat.. Now they appear moft threatening, they 
ate ripe for ruin, The thing i is as fare to be done, ay if it 
‘were done already : The Lord hath delivered Sifera into thy 
hand. See how-the work and honour of this great ation is 
_ divided between Deborah and Barak ; the, as the head, gives 
the words he, as the hand, doth the nick, - "Thus doch: God 
difpenfe his gifts vantoufly, 1 Cor, xi. 4, Sc. But though 
ordinarily the head of the woman is the man, 1 Cor. xi, 2. 
here he that has the refidue of the Spirit, was pleafed to crofs 
hands, ‘and to put the head upon the wdman’s fhoulders, chu- 
fing the weak things of the world to fhame the mighty, that no 
- flefh might glory in his prefence. It was well for Barak that 


he had Deborah with him; for fhe.made up what was defec- 


| tive, (1.) In his condud, by telling him, This is the day. 


(2.) In his courage, by afluring him of God's prefence: Js 


not the Lord gane out before thee? Dareft thou not follow, 
when thow haft God himfelf for thy leader? Note, [1.] Ine- 
very undertaking it is good to be fatishied that God goes be- 
fore us, that we are in the way of our duty, and under his-di- 
reétion. [2.] If we have ground to hope that God goes be- 
fore us, We ought to go on with courage and chearfulnefs. 
Be not difmayed at the difficulties thou meeteft with in_ refilt- 


_ ing Satan, in ferving God, or fuffering for him ; for is.not the: 


Lord gone out before thee? ¥ollow him fully deg. 


4 God himfelf routs the’ enemy’ Ss army, ver. 15. Barak. 


in ‘obedience to Deborah’s orders, went down into the valley, 


though there upon the plain the iron-chariots would have fo 


, much the more advantage againft him, quitting his faftneffes 
upon the mountain in dependance upon the divine power 5 
in vain is fate hoped for from hills and mountains 3 in the 


é 


DG 


eis: faid, Pfal. Ixxxiii. 9, 12+ (where t 


for. 


EUs. chap IV. 


Lied alone is the falvation if his peoples Jer. iii. 23. And he > 


wag not deceived in his confidence: The Lord difcomfited Six 
fera. \t was not fo much the bold and furprifing alarm which 
Barak pave their camp, that difpirited and difperfed them, but - 
God’s terror feized their fpirits, and put them into an unacs - 
countable confufion. The flars, it feems, fought again{t them, » 
chap. v. 20. Jofephus faith, that a violent ftorm of hail - 


_ which beat in their faces, gave them this rout, ‘difabled them, . 


and drove them back; fo that they became a very eafy prey. 
to the army of Ifrael ; and Deborah’s words were made good, 
The Lord has deliceredl them into thy hand; it is now in thy 
power to do what thou wilt with them. 

5. Barak bravely. improves his advantages, follows the blow 
with an uadaunted refolution and an unwearied diligence, pro~.; 


fecutes the victory, and purfues the f{cattered forces, even to , 


their general’s. head quarters at Harofheth, ver. 16.3 and {pares » 
none whom God had delivered into his hand to be deftroyed :. 
There was not a man left. When God goes before us in our 
{piritual conflicts, we mutt beftir ‘ourfelves; and when by his- 
grace he gives us: fome fuccefs againft the enemies of our fouls, 
we mult improve it by watchfulnefs and elolanon, and carry 
on the holy-war with vigour : 


ws Howbeit Sifera fled away on ie? fo to” 


the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite : - 
for there was peace between Jabin the king» of 
-Hazor and the houfe of Heber the Kenite. 18 
€ And Jael went out to meet Sifera, ‘and faid — 
unto him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to mie 5. 
fear not. And when he had turned in unto. 
her, into the tent, fhe covered. him with a man 
tle. 19 And he faid unto her, Give me, I pray 
thee, a little water to drink, for I am thirfty : 
and fhe opened a bottle of milk, and gave him 
drink, and’ covered him. 20 Again he faid un-> 
to het, Stand in the door of the tent, and it. 
fhall be, “when any man doth come and i inquire 
of thee, and fay, Is there any man here? that. 
thou fhalt fay, No. 21 Then Jael Heber’s wife. 


~ took a nail of the tent, and took an. hammer in 


her hand, and went foftly unto him, 
the nail into his temples, nd fattened 
‘the ground 5 (for, he was faft afleep, a ar ny), 
fo he died. . 22 And, behold, as Barak purlued 
Sifera, Jael came out to meet him, and fai 
to him, Come, and t will thew t! 1ee the man 
~whom theo feekeft. And when he car 
her tent, behold, Sifera lay dead, and - ‘the 1 
was in his temples. 23 So God fubdued 
that day, Jabin the king of Canaan 
children of Ifrael. 24 And the cha 
children of Ifvael profpered, an 
pie oe the king of Canaat y 
‘Car 
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Chap. IV. 


~ 12The fall of their general; Sifera, captain of the hoft, in 


whom, it is likely, Jabin their king put an entire confidence, 


and therefore was not himfelf prefent in the action. 
trace the fteps of this mighty man’s fall. 
tf, He quitted his chariot, and took. to his feet, ver. 15, 
17. His chariots had been his pride and his confidence s and 
we may fuppofe he had therefore defpifed and defied the ar- 
mies of the living God, becaufe they were all on foot, and had 
neither chariot nor horfe~as he had; juitly therefore is he 
thus made afhamed of his confidence, and forced to quit it, 
and thinks himfelf then moft fafe and eafy when he is got clear 
of his chariot, though we may well fuppofe it the beft made, 
‘and belt drawn, of any of them. ‘Thus are they difappointed 
who reft on the creature; like a broken reed, it not only breaks 
under them, but runs into their hand, and pierceth them with 
many forrows. ‘The idol may quickly become a burthen, Ifa. 
xlvi. 1; and what we were fick for, God can make us fick 
of. How fneakingly doth Sifera look now he is difmounted! 
‘it is hard to fay whether he blufheth or trembleth more. Put 
' not your tra{t in princes, if they may fo foor be brought to 
this; if he who but laely trufted to his arms with fo much af- 
furance, muft now truft to his heels only with fo little. 
_ 2dly, He fled for thelter to the tents of the Kenites, having 
vo {trong hold, nor any: place of his own in reach to retire to. 
‘The mean and folitary way of the Kenites living, perhaps, he 
had formerly defpifed and rediculed, and the more, becaufe 
religion was kept up among them; yet now he is glad to put 
himfelf under the protection of one of thefe tents: and he 
chufeth the wife’s tent, or apartment, either becaufe lefs fut 
_ peéted, or becaufe it happened to be next him, and the firft he 
came to, ver. 17. Aad that which encouraged them to go 
a ither, was, that, at this time there was peace between his 


Let us 


“matter and the houfe of Heber: not that there was any league 


offenfive and defenfive between them, only at prefent there was 
no indications of hoftility. Jabin did them no harm, did not 
opprefs them as he did the [fraelites; their plain, quiet, harm- 
~tefs way of living, making them not fufpeéted or feared ; and 
‘perhaps God fo ordering it as a recompenfe for their conftant 
adherence to the true religion. Sifera thought he might there- 
fore be fafe among them; not confidering, that though they 
_ themfelves fuffered not by Jabin’s power, they heartily fympa- 
thized with the Ifrael of God that did. ° oe 
_ 3dly, Jael invited him in, and bid him very welcome. Pro- 
babl} fhe ftood at her tent-door to inquire what news from the 
army, and what the fuccefs of the battle was, which was fought 
not far off. (1.) She invited him in. Perhaps fhe ftood 
sain Ferran opportunity to fhew kindnefs to any diltreffed 
pigele, there fhould have been occafion for it; but feeing 
» Sifera come in great halte, panting, and out of breath, fhe in- 
-vited him to come and repofe himfelf in her tent: in which, 
while the feemed to defign the relieving of his fatigue, perhaps 
Mpessaly strended the retarding of his. flight, that he might 
4 I into the hands of Barak, who was now in a hot chace of 
him, yer. 18.; and it may well be queftioned, whether fhe had 
at firft any thought of taking away his life, but rather that 
‘God afterwards put it into her heart. (2.) She made very 
«much of him, and feemed mighty careful to have him eafy, 
“as her invited gueft. Was he weary? fhe finds him a very 
_ convenient place to repofe himfelf in, and recruit his {trength, 
Was he thirlty? well he might. Did he want a little water 
- to cool his tongue? the beft liquor her tent afforded was at 
his fervice, and that was mi/k, ver. 19. which, we may fuppofe, 
_ he drank heartily of ; and being refrefhed with it, was the 
_ better difpofed to fleep.. Was he cold, or afraid of catching 
cold; Or did he defire to be hid from the purfuers, if they 
hould fearch that tent? fhe covered him with’a mantle,- yer. 
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| 18, All expreffions of her eare for his fafety. Only, when 


yi7 


he defired her to tell a lie for him, and to fay Ke was not 
there, fhe declined making any fuch promife, ver. 20. We 
mutt not fin againft God, no not’ to oblige thofe we would 
fhew ourfelves moft obfervant of. La/ly, We mutt fuppofe 
fhe kept her tent as quiet as fhe “could, and free from: noife, 
that he might fleep the fooner and the faiter. And now was 
Sifera leaft fafe, when he was moft fecure. How uncertain 
_and precarious is human life! and what affurance can we have 
of it, when it may fo eafily be betrayed by thofe with whom _ 
it is trufted ; and they may prove its deflroyers, who we hop- 
ed, would have been its protectors! It is beft making God our 
friend, for He will not deceive us. 
qthly, When he lay faft afleep, fhe drove a Jong'nail through 
his temples; fo faftened his head to the ground, and killed 
him, ver. 21. And though this was enough to do his bufi- 
nefs,-yet, to make fare work, (if we tranflate it right, chap. v- 
26.), fhe cut of his head, and left it nailed there. Whether 
fhe defigned this or no when fhe invited him into her tent, 
doth ‘not appear; probably the thought was darted into her 
mind when fhe faw him lie fo fair to receive fuch-a fatal blow ; 
and, doubtlefs, the thought’ brought with it evidence fuffiicent’ 
that it came not from Satan as a murderer and deftroyer, but 
from God, as a righteous judge and avenger; fo much of bright- 
nefs and heavenly light did fhe perceive in the inducements to 
it that offered themfelves, the honour of God, and the deliver- 
ance of Ifrael, and nothing of the blacknefs of malice, hatred, 
or perfonal revenge, (1.) It was a divine power that enabled 
her to do it, and infpired her with more than a manly cou- 
rage. What if her hand fhould fhake,. and fhe fhould mifs, her 
blow? what if he fhould awake when fhe was attempting it?- 
Or fuppofe fome of bis own attendants fhould follow him, and 
furprife her in the faét, how dearly would fhe and all hers 
be made to pay for it? Yet, obtaining help of God, fhe doth 
it effe€tually. (2) It was a divine warrant that jultified her . 
in the doing of it; and therefore, fince no fuch extraordinary 
commiflions can now be pretended, it ought not in any cafe to 
be imitated. The laws of friendfhip and hofpitality mutt be: 
religioufly obferved, and ave muft abhor the thought of betray- 
ing any whom we have invited and encouraged to put a confi- 
dence in us. And as to this fact of Jael’s, (like thatof Ehud’s in 
the chapter before), we have reafon to think fhe was confcious 
of fuch a divine impulfe upon her fpirit to do it; as did abun- 
dantly fatisfy herfelf (and it ought therefore to fatisfy us) that 
it was well done. God’s judgments are a. great deep. The 
inftrument of this execution was‘a nail of the tent, 7. ¢. one of 
the great pins with which the tent, or the ftakes of it, were 
faflened. | They often removing their tents; fhe hadbeen ufed 
to drive thefe nails, and therefore knew how to do it the more 
dexteroufly on this great occafion. He that had thought to 
have deftroyed Ifrael with his many iron-chariots, is himfelf 
deftroyed with one iron-nail. : Thus do the weak things of 
the world confound the mighty. See here Jael’s glory, and 
Sifera’s fhame. ‘That-great commander dies, (1.) In his fleep, 
faft afleep, and weary. . It comes in as a reafon why he {tir- 
red not to make any refiftance. So fettered was he in the 
chains of fleep, that -he could not find his hands. Thus she 
Stout-hearted are fpoiled at thy rebuke, O God of Facob; they are 
cafe into a dead fleep, and {o are made to fleep their laft, Pfal. 
Ixxvi. 5, 6. Let not the {trong man then glory in his ftrength ; 
for when he fleeps, where is it? It is weak, and he can do no- 
thing : a child may infult him then, and fteal his life. from; him ; 
and yet, if he fleep not, he is foon {pent and weary," and can 
do nothing neither. ‘Thefe words which we here put ina 
parenthefis (for he was weary), all the ancient verfions read 
‘otherwife: He flruggled, (or {printed as we fay), and died i 
i 0 
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fo the Syriac and Arabic, Exagitans Jefe mortuus ef. He fain- 
ted and died; fo the Chaldee. He was darkened, and died; 
fo the LXX. Confocians morte foporem, fo the vulgar Latin, 
joining fleep and death together, feeing they are fo near akin; 
He fainted and died. He dies, (2-) With his head nailed to. 
the ground, an emblem of hisearthly-mindednefs.  O curve 
in terram anime ! Fis ear (faith Bifhop Hall) was faltened fo 
clofe to the earth, as if his body had been liftening what was 
become of his foul. He dies, (3.) By the hand of a woman. 
This added to the fhame of his death before men ; and had 
he but known it as Abimelech did, Judg. ix. 54. we may 
well imagine how much it would have added to the vexation 
of his own heart. 
2. Here is the glory and joy of Ifrael hereupon. 
iff, Barak their leader finds his enemy dead, ver. 22. and 
very well pleafed, no, doubt, he was to find his work done fo 
well to his hand, -and fo much to the glory of God, and the 
confufion of his enemies. Had he ftood too nicely upon a 
point of honour, he would have refented it as an affront to 
have the general flain by any hand but his; but now he re- 
membered, that this diminution of his honour he was fentenced 
to undergo, for infifling upon Deborah’s going with him : The 
Lord fhall fell Sifera into the hand of a woman ; though then it 
was little thought the prediétion would have been fulfilled in 
fuch a way as this. 
2dly, Vrael is compietely delivered out of the hands of re 
bin king of Canaan, ver. 23, 24. They not only fhook off 
his yoke by this day’s victory, but they afterwards profecuted 
the war againft him, till they had deftroyed him, he and his 
nation being by the divine appointment devoted to ruin, and 
not tobe fpared. ‘The Ifraelites having foundly fmarted for 
their foolifh pity in not doing it before, refolve, now it is in 
their power to indulge them no longer, but to make a thorough 
riddance of them, as a people to whom to fhew-mercy, was as 
contrary to their own intereft as it was to God’s command: 
and probably it is with an eye to the fentence they were un- 
der, that this enemy is named three times here in thefe two 
laft verfes, and called ing of Canaan ; for as fuch he was to 
be deftroyed ; and fo thoroughly was he deftroyed, that I do 
not remember. to read. of the kings of Canaan any more after 
this. The children of Ifrael had prevented a great deal of 
mifchief, if they had fooner deftroyed thefe Canaanites, as God 
had both commanded and enabled them; but better be wife 
late, and buy it by experience, than never wilh: 


: CB Re Pes Noo 


This chapter is the triumpant fong which was 18 compofed and 


Jung upon oecafion of that glorious victory which Lfrael 
obtained over the forces of Fabin king of Canaan, and the 
happy confequences of that vidory. Probably it was ufu- 
al then to pubh/b poems upon fuch occafions, as now but 
this only 1s preferved of all the poems of that age of the 
judges, becaufe diétated by Deborah a prophete/s, defigned: 
for a pfalm of prarfe then, and a pattern of praife to after- 
ages; and it gives a great deal of light to the hiftory of 
thefe times. 1. Lt begins with praife to God, vers 2, 3. 


Til. The fubfance of this fong tranfmits the memory. of this 


great atchievement. (1) Comparing God’s appearances 
Jor them on this occafion with bis appearances to them 
‘on mount Sinai, ver. 4.5. (2.) Magnifying their deliver- 


ance from the confideraiion es the calamitous condition 
(3+). Calling. thofe to join” 
in ee that fhared in the iba of the Jucce/s, vers 9,— 


they had been in, ver. 6, 7, 8 


(4.)' Reflediing honour upon thofe tribes that were. 


oruaee and. achive in tbat war, and dt grace on thofe that 


wp See & . 


"we may fuppofe fhe ufed her power as a princes, in o 


\ Tt.is rent to.be paid at the day. 
- for. that is the word) ye. the Lord, ver. 2. 
" fong is to give glory to’ God ; that therefore i 
plain and*direé all that follows, like it 


_ here. praifed for. G:) The. venee ance. ne 


- ‘ i te if 
Chap. Yv; 


declined the fervice, ver. 14.19, 23+ ie 5.) Taking no» 
tee how. God himfelf fought for them, ver. 20,—-226 
— (6.) Celebrating particularly the honour of Fael, that flew, 
Sifera ; on which head the fong ts very large, ver. 24y—— 
30. It concludes with a prayer to God, ver. 31. 


HEN fang Deborah, and Barak the fon of 

-Abinoam, on that day, faying, 2 Praife 
ye the Lorp for the avenging of Ifrael, when 
the people willingly offered themfelves. 3 Hear, 
O ye kings, give ear, O. ye princes; I, even 
I will fing unto the Lorp, I will fing ‘praife 
to the Lorp God of Hrael. 4 Lorp, when thou 
wenteft out of Seir, when thou marchedft out 
of the field of abn. the earth trembled, and 
the heavens dropped, the clouds alfo dropped. 
water. 5 The mountains melted. from before’ 
the Lorn, even that Sinai from before the Lorp 
God of. Ifrael, ; 


The former chapter let us ano viet great thing God had 
done for Hrael; in this we have the thankful returns — they. 
made to God, that all ages of the church might et Pk: 
ghee of heaven) to praife God. 

. God is praifed by a fong. Which is, (1.) ‘a very na- 
tie expreflion of rejoicing : Js any merry? let him fing ; and 
holy joy is the very foul and root of praife and thank{giving. 
God is pleafed to reckon himfelf glorified by our joy in him, 
and in his wondrous work. His fervants j joy” is his delight, 
and their fongs melody to him. (2.) A very proper -expedi- 
ent for fpreading the knowledge, and perpetuating the remem- 
brance of great events. Neighbours would learn this fong one’ 
of another, and children of their parents ; and by that means 1S 
they who had not books, or could not read, yet would be 2 
made acquainted with thefe works of God; and one genefation — 
would thus praife God’s works to another, and declare his mgt. 
ty ads, Pfal. cxlv. 4. &e. 

-2. Deborah herfelf penned this fong, as appears by ver: oe. 
Till that I Deborah arofe. And the firft words fhould be - 
rendered, Then fhe fang, even Deborah. She ufed. her gifts as. 

a prophietels i in compofing the fong; and the {train is through-. 
out very fine and lofty, the images lively, the. expreffio S 
gant, and an admirable mixture there is in it of fweetn 
Majefty. No poetry is comparable to the facred poetry. 

obl 


the conquering army of Ifrael to learn and fing this fong. 
expects not ‘that ral thould, by their poems, 
praifes, and magnify her 5 but requires, t 
fhould join with her in celebrating God’s 
fying him. She had been the ny whee 
now is fo in the thank{giving. — ek ace ne 
3. It was fung on that day, not the very rig that the fight , 
was, but on that occafion, and. foon after, as foon a 
giving- -day could conveniently ‘be bicias Wi 
received mercy: from God, we ought to be fpee 
turns of praife, while the impreffions of mere 


1/?, She begins witha general, 


Lord’s prayer, Hallowed be thy ; name. 


- 
+ 


+ author of this great falvation. 


.Chap. V. 


oppreffors, recompenfing into their bafoms all the injuries they 
had done to his people. The Lord is known as a righteous 
-/ God, and the God to whom vengeance belongs, by the judg- 
ments which he executeth.(2.) The grace he gave to Irael’s 
‘friends ; when the people willingly offered themftlves to ferve 
‘in, this war. God is to have the glory of all the good 
offices that are at any time done us; and the more willingly 
“they are done, the more is to be obferved of that grace, which 
gives both to will and to do. For thefé two things fhe refolves 
to leave this fong upon record, to the honour of the everla(t- 
‘ing God, vers 3. J, even I will fing unto the Lord; Jeho- 
vah, that'God of incontettible fovereignty and irrefiftible power, 
‘even to the Lord God of I/rael, who governs all for the good 
of the church. i 
_ 2dly, She calls to the great ones of the world, that fit at 
the upper end of its table, to attend to her fong, and take no- 
tice of the fubje&t of it: Hear, O ye kings, give ear, O ye 
_princes. (1.) She would have them know, that as great and 
as high as they were, there is one above them with whom it 
is folly to contend, and to whom it is their intereft to fubmit; 
that horfes and chariots are vain things for fafety. (2.) She 
would have them to join with her in praifing the God of If- 
rael, and no longer to praife their counterfeit deities, as Bel- 
fhazzar did, Dan. v. 4. He praifed the gods of gold and filver. 
‘She befpeaks them as the Pfalmift, PQl. ii. 10, 11. Be wife 
now therefore, O ye kings, Serve" the Lord with fear. (3.) 
She would have them take warning by Sifera’s fate, and not 
dare to offer any injury to. the people of God, whofe caufe, 
fooner or later, God will plead with jealoufy. 
 gdly, She looks back upon God’s former appearances, and 
- compares this with them, the more to magnify the glorious 
What God is doing, fhould 
‘bring to our miind what he has dgne; for he is the fame yef- 
terday, to-day, and for ever, ver. 4. Lord, when thou wente/t 
out of Seir. This may be underftood, either, (1.) OF the 
-appearances of God’s power and juftice againft the enemies of 
“ Tfrael to fubdue and conquer them} and fo Hab. iii. 3, 4, &&¥c. 
is parallel to it, where the deftruétion of the church’s enemies 
“4s thus defcribed. When God had led his people Ifrael from 
the country of Edom, he brought down under their feet Si- 
hon and Og, ftriking them and their armies with fuch terror 
and amazement, that they feemed apprehenfive heaven and 
earth were coming together. -Their hearts melted, as if all 
the world had been melting round about them. Or it notes 
the glorious difplays of the divine majefty; and the furprifing 
efforts of the divine power, enough to make the earth tremble, 
the heavens drop like fnow before the fun, and the moun- 
tains to. melt. Compare Pfal. xviii. 7. 
fo far from being hindred by any creature, that when the time 
of their accomplifhment comes, that which feemed to ftand in 
their way will not only yield before*them, but be made to 
ferve them. See Ifa. Ixiv. 1, 2. Or, (2.) It is meant of 
the appearances of God’s glory-and majefly to Iftael, when he 
gave them his-law at mount Sinai. It was then literally true, 
the earth trembled, and the heavens dropped, $5c. Compare 
Deut. xxxiii. 2. Pfal. xviii. 7, 8. Let all:the kings and prin- 
ces know that this is the God whom Deborah praifeth, and 
not fuch mean and impotent deities as they paid their homage 


to. The Chaldee pataphrafe applies it to the giving of the: 


Jaw, but has a ftrange defcant on thofe words, the mountains 
melted, The mountains, Tabor, Hermon, and Carmel, con- 
dended among themfelves : one faid, Let the divine majefty dwell 
upon me; the other faid, Let it dwell upon me; but God made it to 


dwell upon mount Sinai, the meanef] and leaft of all the mouatains. Se 


I fuppofe it means the leaft valuable, becaufe barren and rocky, 


are 


FU DG Eh ®. 


‘enemies, for the avenging of Iftael'upon their proud apd cruel | 


~ pied ; no caravans of merchants, as formerly. 


‘God’s counfels are. 


11g 


6 In the days of Shamgar the Son of Anath, 
in the days of Jael, the high-ways were unoc- 
cupied, and the travellers walked through by- 
ways. 7 The inhabitants of the villages ceafed, 
they ceafed in Ifrael, until that I Deborah arofe, 
that I arofe, a mother in Ifrael. 83 They chofe 
new gods; then was warin the gates: was there 
a {ltield or fpear feen among forty thoufand in 
Ifrael? go My heart zs toward the governors of 
Hfrael, that offered themfelves willingly among 
the people: Blefs ye the Lorp. 10 Speak, ye 
that ride on white affes, ye that fit in judgment, 
and walk by the way. 11 They that are dcli- 
vered from the noife of archers in the places of 
drawing water, there fhall they rehearfe the 
righteous acts of the Lorn, even the righteous 
acts toward the inhabitants of his villages in 
Ifrael: then fhall the people of the Lorp go 
down to the gates. ee 


Here, 1. Deborah defcribes tlre diftrefled ftate of Iftael 
under the tyranny of Jabin, that the greatnefs of their trouble 
might make their falvation appear the more illuftrious, and the 
more gracious, ver. 6. From the days of Shamgar, who did 
fomething towards the deliverance of Ifrael from the Philiftines, 
to the days of Jael, the prefent day, in which Jael has fo fig. 
nalifed herfelf, the country has been ina manner defolate. 
(1.) No trade, for want of foldiers to protect men of bufinefs 
in their bufinefs, from the incurfions of the enemy ;_and for 
want of magiftrates to retrain and punifh thieves and robbers 


among themfelves, men of broken fortunes and defperate {pi- 


rits, that, having no employment, took to rob on the high- 
road, all commerce ceafed, and the highways were unoccu- 
(2.) No tra- 
velling. - Whereas, in times when there was fome order and 
government, the travellers might be fafe in the open roads, 
and the robbers were forced to the by-ways ; now, on the con= 
trary, the robbers infulted on the open roads without check, 
and the honeft travellers were obliged to fkulk, and walk 
through by-ways, in continual frights. (3.) No tillage. The 
fields muft needs be laid wafte and unoccupied, when the in- 
habitants of the villages, the country-farmers, ceafed their em-., 
ployments, quitted their houfes, which were continually alarm-. 
ed and plundered by the rapparees, and were obliged to take 
fhelter for themfelves and their families in walled and fenced, 
cities. (4.) No adminiftration of juftice. There was war 
in the gates where their courts were kept, ver. 8, fo that it 
wasnot till this falvation was wrought that she people of ther 
Lord durkt go down to the gates, ver. 11. The continual in-- 
curfions of the enemy deprived the magiftrates of the dignity, 
and the people of the benefit of their goverament. (5.) No 
peace to him that went out, or to him that came in. The 


" gates through which they pafled and repaffed were infelted by 


the enemy ; nay, the places of drawing water were alarmed 
by the archers ; a mighty atchievement, to terrify the drawers 
of water. (6.) Neither arms nor fpirit to help themfelveg 
with ; not a fhield or fpear fezn among forty thoufand, ver. 8. 
Either they were difarmed by theit oppreflors, or they them- 
felves neglected the art of war ; fo that, though they had {pears 
and fhields, they were not to be feen; but were thrown by, 
and fuffered to ru{t, they having neither fkill nor will to.ufe 


2. She 
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2. She fhews in one word what it was that brought all this 
mifery upon them: They chofe new gods, ver. 8. It was their 
idolatry that provoked God to give them up thus into the 
hands of their enemies. T'he Lord their God was one Lord; 
but that would not content them ;- they muft have more; ma- 

ny mere, {till more. ‘Their God was the Ancient of days, 
fill the fame; and therefore they grew weary of him,-and 
~muft have new gods, which they were as fond of as children 
of new clothes; names newly invented, heroes newly cano- 
nized. ‘Their fathers, when put to their choice, chofe the 
Lord for their God, Jofh. xxiv. 21. But-they would not a- 
bide by that choice ; they muft have gods of their own chu- 
fin 

Qs She takes notice of Gods great goodnefs to Ifrael in rai- 
fing up fuch as fhould redrefs thefe grievances; herfelf firft, 

ver. 7. Till that I Deborah arofe, to retrain and punith thofe 
who difturbed the public peace, and prote& men in their bufinefs, 
and then the face of things was changed for the better prefently ; 3 
thofe bealts of prey retired upon the breaking forth of this joy- 
ful light, and man went forth again to his work and ladour, Pfal. 
LIV. 22, 2 Thus the became w mother in Lfrael, a murfing- 
mother ; fach was the affedtion fhe bore to her people, and fach 
the care and pains fhe took for the public welfare. 
there were other governors of Ifrael, ver. 9. who, like her, had 
done their part as governors to reform the people, and then, 
dike her, offered themfelves willingly to ferve in the war, not 
infifting upon the exemption which their dignity and office en- 
titled them to, when they had fo fair an opportunity of appear- 
ing in their country’s caufe, and, no doubt, the example of the 
‘ governors influenced the people in like manner willingly to of- 
fer themfelves, ver. 2. Of thefe governors fhe faith, AZy heart 
és toward them, i.e. I truly love and honour them ;° they have 
-won my heart for ever; I thall never forget them. Note, 
‘Thofe are worthy of double honour that recede voluntarily 
from the demands of their honour, to ferve God and his 
church, 

4. She calls upon thofe who had a particular fhare in the 
advantages of this great falyation, to offer up particular thanks 
to God for it, ver. 10, 11. Let every man {peak as he found 


of the goodnefs of God in this happy change of the pofture of 
(2) Je that ride on white “affesy i i. e. the nobi- . 


public affairs. 


lity and gentry. Horfes were little ufed in that country; they 


had, it is likely,. a much better breed of affes than we have ; ~ 
but perfons of quality, it feems, were diftinguithed, by the co- 


Tour of the affes they rode on; the white, being more rare, 
were therefore more valued. 
and grandfons riding on afs-colts, as {peaking them men of di- 
ftindtion, Judg. xi..14. Let fuch who “are by this falvation 
reftored, not only to their liberty as other Iftaelites, but to their 
dignity, “freak God’s praifes. (2.) Let them that /it in judge- 
ment ‘be fenfible of it, and thankful for it,.as a very great mercy 
that they may fit fafely there, that the {word of juttice is not 
ftruck out of their hand by the fword of war. (3.) Let them 


that walk by the way, and meet with none there to make them — 


afraid, fpeak to themfelves in pious meditations, and to their 
fellow-travellers in religious difcourfes, of the goodnefs of God 
in ridding the roads of thofe banditti that had fo long infefted 


‘them. (4.) Let them that draw water in peace, and have not — 


their wells taken from them, or {topped up, nor are in danger 
of being catched by the enemy when they go forth ‘to draw, 


there where they find themfelves fo much more fafe and eafy — 


than: they have been, there let them rehearfe the ads of the Lord; 


not Deborah’s aéts, or Barak’s, but the Lord’s ; taking notice j 


of his hand making peace in our borders, and creating a defence 
upon all the glory. 


Under her . 


Notice is taken of Abdon’ s fons 


This is the Lord’s doing. Obferve in 
thele adis of his, [1.] Jaftice executed on his daring engmies. 


JUDGES 


fhore, and abode in his breaches. — 


ney. 


wake, awake. 


‘the utmoft livelinefs and vigour € 


They are the righteous acts of the hond See hin pleadinga 
righteous caufe, and fitting in the throne, judging aright, and. 
give him glory as the judge of all the earth. [2.] Kindnefs 


Chaps V.. | 


fhewed to his trembling people; the inhabitants of the villages, . 


who lay moft open to the enemy, had fuffered moft, and were 
molt, in danger, Ezek. Xxxvill. Ir. It is the glory of God 
to protect thofe that are moft expofed, and to help the weakett. 
Let us all take notice of the fhare we in particular have/in the 


public peace and tranquillity, the inhabitants of. the villages e- 


{pecially, and to give God the praife of it, 


12 Awake, awake, Deborah: awake, suas, 
utter a fong: arife, Barak, and lead thy capti-- 
vity captive, thou fon of Abinoam. 13 Then 
he made him that remaineth have dominion o- 
ver the nobles among the people : The Lorp 
made me have dominion over the mighty. 14 
Out of Ephraim was there a root of them a- 
gainft Amalek; after thee, Benjamin, among 


thy people; out of Machir came down gover- 


nors, and out of Lebulun they that handle the 
pen of the writer. 15 And the princes of If 
fachar were. with Deborah; even Iffachar, and 
alfo Barak, he was fent on foot i into the: valley : 

for the divifions of Reuben there were great 
thoughts of heart. 16 Why abodeft thor 
mong the fheep-folds, to hear the Dleatings. of 
the flocks? for the divifions of Reuben there 
were great fearchings of heart. 17 Gilead a 
bode beyond Jordan + and why did Dan re- 
main in fhips? Afher continued on the fea~ 
18 Zebulun 
and Naphtali were a people that jeoparded 
their lives unto the death in the high places of 
the field. 319 The kings came and fought, then 


fought the kings of Canaan in Taanach, by the 


waters of Megiddo ; nA took no gain of mo- 
20 They fou; ht from heaven, the ftars 
in their courfes fougt t-againft Sifera, 21 The 
river of Kifhon fwept them away, that ancient. 
river, the river Kifhon. O my foul, thou haft 
trodden down firength, 22 Then were the. 


horfe-hoofs broken by the means of the ‘pran- 


fings, the pranfings of their mighty < oness 23 
Curfe ye Meroz, ({aid the angel of the Lorn) 


\curfe ye bitterly the inhabitants. thereof ; be- 


4 


caufe they came not to the help of the Lorp, hee 


the help of the Lorp againtt the mighty. 


Here, ¥s Deborth’: tirs up hertelé tinal Barak to fo 
this victory, in the moft folemn manner, to the glory: of God, 


and the honour of Ifrael, for the ME erase : 


and the greater. ‘confufion of their enemies, ver. 
borah, as a prophetefs, muft do it by. fanaa to 
fing ich fhe excites herfelf, Awake, awake 
Which fheake! the fenfe the had « 
lency and. difficulty of the work; “it needed, and. 


iky all the powers and faculties of th 


‘tention, 


“Cian We - 


tention and application, ought to be employed in it: alfo the 


fenfe the had of her own infirmity, and aptnefs to flag, and re- 


mit in her zeal in this work. Note, Praifing God is work 
that we fhould awake to, and awake ourfelvés to, Pfal. cviii. 2. 
(2.) Barak, as a general, muft do it by a triumph: Lead thy’ 
captivity captive. ‘Though the army of Sifera was cut off in 
the field, and no quarter given; yet we may fuppofe, im the 
profecution of the victory, when the war was carried into the 
enemy’s country, many not found in arms were feized and 
made prifoners of war, thefe fhe would have led in chains after 
Barak, when he made his public entry into his own city, to 
grace his trumphs; nofas if it fhoufd be any pleafore to him 
to trample upon his fellow-creatures, but thus he mutt give, glo- 
ry to God, and ferve that great purpofe of his government, which 
is to look upon thofe that are proud, and to abafe them. 

_ 2. She gives good reafon for this praife.and triumph, ver. 13. 
This glorious victory had made the remnant of Ifrael, and De- 
borah in particular, look very great, and God himfelf by it had 
done it. (1.) Ifrael was become few and inconfiderable, and 
yet to them God gave dominion over nobles, | Many of them 


were-cut off by the enemy, many died of grief, aad, perhaps, 


fome had removed their families and effets into foreign parts ; 
and yet thofe few that remained, by divine affiftance, with one 


_ braye and generous effort, not only fhook off the yoke of op- 


at 


" preflion from their own neck, but got power over their oppref- ” 


fors. As long as any of God’s Ifrael remain, (and a remnant 
God will have in the worft of times), there is hopes, be it ne- 
yer fo {mall a remnant, for God can make him that remaineth, 
‘though it fhould be but one fingle perfon, triumph over the moft 
“proud and potent. (2.) Deborah was herfelf of the weaker fex, 
_and the fex, that, from the fall, had been fentenced to fubjeétion; 


- artd yet the Lord, that is himfelf higher than the higheft, authori- 
. fed her to rule over the mighty men of Ifrael ; who willingly 
- fubmitted to her conduét, and enabled her to triumph over the. 


~ -tnighty men of Canaan, who fell before the army fhe command- 


; 


ed; fo wonderfully did he advance the low eflate of his hand- 
maid. ‘The Lord made me, a woman, have dominion over 


pe cay ge 
"Vou. Uh, 


eS) 
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the caufe againit Miacl.  Defired noi the riches of filer, fo the 


Chaldee, but only the fatisfaction of helping to ruin Ifrael, Act- 
ing upon this principle, they were the more fotmaidable, and 
would be the more cruel. 

2dly, Who fought for them. The feveral tribes that afi(t- 
ed in this great exploit, are here fpoken of with honovr; for 
though God is chiefly to be glorified, inftruments mutt have 
their due praife, for the encouragement of others ; but after all 
it was Heaven that turned the {cale. 

(1.) Ephraim and Benjamin, thofe tribes among whom De- 
borah herfelf lived, beftirred themfelves, and did bravel yy by her 
influence upon them; for her palm-tree was in the tribe of 
Ephraim, and very near to that of Benjamin, ver. 14. Ont of 
Ephraim was there a root, and life in the root againft Amalek. 
There was in Ephraim a mountain called the mount of Amalek, 
mentionéd Judg. xii. 15. which fome think is here meant; and 
fome read it, there was a root in Amalek, i.e. in that mountain, 
a {trong refolution in the minds of that people to make head a- 
gain{t the oppreffors, which was the root of the matter. Herein 
Benjamin had fet them a good example among his people: 
Ephraim moved after thee, Benjamin. Though Benjamin was 
the junior tribe, and much inferior, efpecially at this time, to 
Ephraim, both in number and wealth ; yet when they led, E- 
If we 
be not fo bold as to lead, yet we muft not be fo proud and ful- 
len as not to follow even our inferiors in a good work. Eph. 
raim was at a diftance from the place of aGtion, and therefore 
could not fend forth many of its ‘boughs to the fervice; but 
Deborah, who was one of them, knew there was a root of 
them, that they were hearty wellwithers to the caufe. Dr 
Lightfoot gives quite another fenfe of this: Jofhua of Eph- 
raim had been a root of fuch viétories againft Amalek, 
Exod. xvii. and Ehud of Benjamin lately againft Amalek and 
Moab. , Cs oe 

(2.) ‘The ice being broke by Ephraim and Benjamin, Ma- 
chir (the half-tribe of Manaffeh beyond Jordan) and Zebulun 
fent in men that were very ferviceable to this great defign. 
When an army is to be raifed, efpeciaily upon fach difadvan- 
tages as Barak was now under by the long difufe of arms, and 
the difpiritednefs of the people, it is of great confequence to 
be furnifhed, [1.] With men of courage for officers; and fuch 
the family of Machir furnifhed them with; for thence came 
down governors. The children of Machir were particularly 
famous for their valour in Mofes’s time, Numb. xxxii. 39:5 
and it feems it continued in their family, the more becaufe they 
were feated in the frontiers. [2.] With men of learning and 
ingenuity, for fecretaries of war; and with fuch they were fup- 
plied out of Zebulun ; thence came men that handle the pen of 


the writer, clerks that ifued out orders, wrote circular letters, 


drew commiffions, multered their men, and kept their accounts. 
Thus mutt every man, according as he has received the gift, mi- 
nifter the fame, for the public good, 1 Pet. iv. 10. the eye fee 
and the ear hear for the whole body. -I-know itis generally 
underftood of the forwardnefs even of the {cholars of this 
tribe, who ftudied the law, and expounded it, to take up arms 
in this caufe, though they were better fkilled in books than ‘in 
the art of war. So Sir Richard Blackmore paraphrafeth - ity. 


The fcribes of Zebulun and learned men, rm. 

To wield the word, laid down the pen. ated 

(3-) Iflachar did good fervice too. Though he- /uw that 
refi was good, and therefore bowed his /houlder to bear, which’ 


_ is the charaéter of that tribe, Gen. xlix. 15. yet they difdain- 
ed to bear'the yoke of Jabin’s tribute, and now preferred the 
' generous tolls «of war before a fervile reft. 


Theagh jt fhould 
feem there were not many common foldiers Jilted out of that 


” tribe, 


’ 


\ 
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tribe, yet the princes of Ifachar were with Deborah and Barak, 
ver. 15. probably: as a great council of war to advife upon, e- 
mergencies, And it fhould feena thefe princes of Iffachar did 
in perfon accompany Barak into the field of battle. Didshe go 
on foot ? they footed it with him, not confulting their honour 
or eafe:, did he go-into the valley, the place of moft danger 2 
they expofed themfelves with him, and were. {till at his, right 
hand to, advife him; for the men of Iffachar were men that 
had underflanding of the' times, 1 Chron. Xil, 32. 
(4) Zebulun and Naphtali were ‘the moft bold and attive 
of all the tribes, not only; out of a particular affection. to Barak, 
their countryman, but becanfe they lying neareft to. Jabin, the 
yoke of oppreflion. lay heavier.on, thein necks than on, any o- 
ther. Better-die in honour than live in bondage; and there= 
fore, in. a. pious zeal for God: and their. country, they jeoparded 
their lives unto the death in the high places of the field, ver. 18. 
With what. heroic bravery. did they charge and pufh on, even, 
upon the chariots of iron, defpifing danger, and. fetting death, 
itfelf at: defiance, in fo good.a caufe! Sie 

(5:). The ftars fron heaven appeared, or aéted, at lealt, on 
Lirael’s fide, ver. 20. The flars in their courfes, according to 
the order and dire@tion of him who is the great Lord, of their. 
hofts, fought ageinft Sifera, by. their malignant influences, or by 
caufing the ftorms of hail and, thunder, which, contributed. fo, 
much. to the rout of Sifera’s army.. The Chaldee: reads it,, 


From heaven, from the place where the ftars go forth, war was 


waged againft Sifera; i. e. The power of the God of: heaven. 
was engaged again{t him, making ufe of the miniltration, of the, 
_angels of heaven. Some way or other the heavenly, bodies, 
not arrefted, as when the fun-ftood. ftill at Jofhua’s word, but, 
going on in their coufffes, fought againtt Sifera. Thole whom 


God is an enemy to, the whole creation is at war with. Per | 


haps the. flafhes of lightoing, by which the ftars fought, was 


that which frightened the horfes, fo ds that they pranfed tilk | 


their very: hoofs were broken, ver. 2:2. and, probably overturned 


the chariots of iron which they drew,, or turned them back up» 


on their owners.. 
6.) The river: of 
them away, abundance of them that hopedto make their efcape 


through it, ver. 21. Ordinarily it was but a fhallow river; and | 


being in their own country, we may fuppofe they wel: knew its 
fords, and fafeft'paffages ; and yet.new, probably by the great 


rain that fell, it was fo fwelled, andthe ftream. fo deep and |} 


ftrong, that thofe that attempted to pafs it were: drowned, be- 
ing feeble and fainty, and unable-to make their, way through it, 
And then were the horfe-lioofs broken by means of the plungings. 
So. it is in the: margin, ver. 22. ‘The river of Kifhon, is called; 


that ancient river, because defcribed. or celebrated by ancient } 


hiftorians.or poets, or rather becaufe it was defigned of old, in 


__ the councik of God, to ferve his purpolés againft Sifera at:this | 


time, and did fo as if it had been made:on-purpofe. ‘ Thus the 


water of the old pool God is faid to have fafrioned long-ago, 


for that ufe to which it was put, Ha. xxi. 11. 


(4.) Deborah’s own foul fought againft them. She fpeaks | 
O my foul, thow haf | 
trédden down firength. She did itby exciting others to-do it, | 
‘and affiting them, which fhe did with alk her heart; alfo by: | 
her prayers.. As Mofes-conquered Amalek by lifting up his. | 


“of it with a holy exultation, ver. 21. 


~ hand, fo Deborah vanquifhed. Sifera by lifting up her heart. 
And when the foul is employed in holy exercifes, and heart- 

‘work is made of them, through the grace of God, the ftrength. 
~ of our fpiritual enemies will be trodden down, and wilkfall be-. 
’ fore us. — go) ea Ree : 


- ‘and did not fide with Ifrael as might have been expected. It) 
_ is fkrange to find how many, ever of: thofe that were calléd 


bad 
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Kithon: fought againft them. It auept | 


3. In this: great engagement fhe obferves who flood neuter, 
Sin themmudes | Ge ys 


s 
Iftaelites, bafely deferted: this glorious caufe, and declined to 
appear., No mention is made of Judah or Simeon among the. 
tribes, concerned, becaufe they lying fo very remote from the ~ 
{cene of ation, had, not an ‘opportunity- to. appear, and there-. 
fore it. was not expected from. them; but for thofe that lay near, 
and yet: would not venture, indelible marks of difgrace are here. 
put upon them, and, they deferved it. ; 
t/t, Reuben bafely declined the fervice, yer. 5 5,16. Julte. 
ly. had, he long ago been deprived of the privileges of the birth« 
right, and {till doth. his: dying, father’s, doom, {tick by, him; une - 
Jfrable as water, he fhall not excel: V'wo things hindered therm — 
from engaging. (4£.) Their divifions. * This jarring-{tring the. 
_ twice ftrikes, upon to their thame. For, the divifions of Reuben: 
- (or, in thefe. divifions) there were great. thoughts, impreffions,. 
_ and fearchings of heart. Mot only for their divifion. from Ca-. 
_ naan by, the river Jordan, that needed not to. haye hindered: 
_ them, had) they. been hearty. in the caufe ; for Gilead) abode: 
beyond. Jordan, and, yet from Machir of Gilead came down. 
governors: but it means, either that they were divided among, 


lead ; each ftriving to, gain the pofts of honour, and: fhuathofe, _ 
_ of danger, fome. unhappy contelts in: theig tribé kept them: from, 
uniting-together, and. with their, brethren, for the common, 
' good; or, that) they; were! divided, in their- opinion of this wary, — 
- from the reft of the tribes, though the attempt either not, jul 

_ tifiable or not prafticable, and therefore blamed thofe that ens - 
| gaged init, and did themfelyes. decline, it, This occafioned 
| great fearchings of heart among the reft 5 efpecially when they. 

| had reafon.to fufpect, that, whatever Reuben pretended, his 
_ fitting: fill now: proceeded from: a, cooling of his. affections, to; 

| his brethren, and, am alienation, of mind. from them, which, oc-. - 


ten through and. fet afide, 


whofe courage and. refolution wi rife up pak us, and: 
us. » (2.)' Asher pretended he mufk {tay at-home to repair the. 
breaches. which the fea had in fome places made-upon his land,.. » 
and to fortify his: works againft the incroachments « 

he abode in his creeks: or {mall havens, where h 
fels lay, to-attend them-. A little thing will. 
pretence to ftay at home, that have 
© moft, neceflary fervices, becaufe, there 
*  Sdlyy Bur al pave all Mera i$ CO 
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themfelves, could not’ agree who fhould go, or who fhould 


hame. 


Chap. V. 
‘nounced vpon the inhabitants of it, Becauje they came not 10 the 
help of the Lord, ver. 23. ~ Probably this was foine city that 
Tay near the feene of action, ahd therefore had a fait oppottn- 
nity of fhewiog their obedience to God, their concern for If 
‘tael, and of doing good fervice to the common caufe; but they 
bafely declined it, for feat of Jabin’s iron-chariots, being wil 
Ting to fleep in a whole fkin. The Lord needed not their 
‘help, he ‘made it to appear he could do his work without them: 
but tliat was no thanks to them ; for ought they knew, the at- 
tempt might have mifcartied for want of their hand; and there- 
fore they are curfed for not coming ro the help of the Lord, when 
it was in éffe€t proclaimed, who is on the Lord's fide? The 
caufe between God and the mighty, the principalitiés and pow- 
ers of the kingdom of darknefé, will not admit of a neutrality; 
God looks upon thofe as againft him, that are not with him. 
This curfe is pronounced by the angel of the Lord, our Lord 
Jefus, the captain of the Lord’s hoft ; and thoje whom be cur 
eth are cured indeed and farther thah we have warrant and 
‘authority from him, we may not curfe. He that will richly 
‘reward all his good foldiers, will certainly and fevetely punifh 
cowards and defertets. This city of Metoz feenis ‘to have 


1 


_ — been at this tite a confiderable place, fince fornething great 


“Was expected frotn it ; but probably, after the Angel of the 
‘Lord had pronounced this curl upon it, it dwindled, and, like 
“the fig-tree which Chrift curfed, withered away, fo that wé ne- 
ver read of it aftée this in {eripture. - sq 
24 Blefied above women fhall Jael the wife 
_ of Hebey the Kenite be, bleffed fhall fhe be a- 
bove women in the tent. 25 He afked water, 
and the gave him milk, fhe brought forth but- 
ter in a lordly dith. 26 Shé put he? hand to 


_ the nail, and her right hand to the workman’s 
_ hammer: and with the hammer fhe fimote Si-_ 
fera, fhe {mote off his head, when fhe had piet- 


_ ced and firicken through his temples. 27 At 
_ her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay down: at her 


_ feet he bowed, he fell; where he bowed, there 
he fell down dead: 28 The mother of Sifera 


_ looked out at a window, and ctied through the 
- lattes, Why is his chariot fo long if Eoming? 
- why tarry the wheels of his chariots? 29 Her 


-. wile ladies anfwered her, yea, fhe returned an- 
 fwer.to heifelf, 36 Have they not fped? have 
_ they nor divided the prey, to every Mah a4 dam- 


Py Sp se Ee. 
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of the fong. How honourably doth fhe fpeak of Jacl, ver. 
24.2 who prefetred her peace with the God .of Ifrael before 
her peace with the king of Canaan; and though hot a native 
Tfraelite (for ought appears), yet heartily efpoufed the caufe 
of Ifrael in this critical conjunéture, jeopatded her life as truly 
as if fhe had been in the high places of the field, and bravely 
fought for thofe whom fhe faw God fought for: Bleed shall 
Jee be above women in the tent. Note, Yhofe whofe lot is caft 
in the tent, in a very low and narrow {phere of activity, ifthey 
ferve God in that, according to their capacity, fhall in no wife 
lofé their reward. Jael in the tent wins as tich a bleffing as 
Barak in the field. aes 
Nothing is more confounding, grievous, and fhameful, thah 
difappointment; and Deborah here doth moft elegantly de- 
{cribe two great difappointinents, the fhame of which was ty- 
pical_of {inners everlafting fhame. 
~ ff, Sifera found a fatal enemy where he expééted a falt and 
faithfal friend. (1.) Jael fhewed him the kindnefs of a friend, 
and perhaps at that time intended him no other than kindnefs, 
until God, by an irnmediate impulfe upon her mind, (which. 
impulfes then were to be regarded, and carted fo much of 
their own evidence with them that they might have been reli- 
ed upon; but cannot now be pretended to), direéed- her to 
do otherwife, ver. 25. He afked only for fair water to quench 
his thirft ; but fhe, not only to fhew her houfewifery and good 
houfe-keeping, but to exprefS her refpe& to him, gave him milt 
‘and brought forth butter ; that is, (fay fome interpreters, milk 
which had the butter taken from it, (we call it duster-milk). 
No, (fay others), it was milk that had the butter ftill yet in it; 
we call it cream. Which foever it was, it is like, it was the 
Beft hér houfe afforded ; aid, to fet it off, fhe brought it a @ 
lordlly difb, fach as fhe called {o, the fineft fhe had, and better 
that fhe otdinarily uféd at hér own table. This confirmed 
Sifera’s opinion of her friendthip, and madé him fleep the fa- _ 
‘fter, and the more fecuré. ‘But, (2.) She proved his mortal 
‘entmy, gave him his death’s ftroke. It is curioufly defcribed, © 
vet. 26, 297. [1.] Hot great doth Jaél look Aammering Si- 
fera, a8 it is in the miafgin, matiling that proud man, that had 
been fo long the tertor of the mighty, and fending him down 
flain to the pit, with Ais iniguities npon bis bonds, Ezek. xxxii. ° 
24.? Shé feems to have pone about it with no more terror or 
concern, than if fhe had been going to nail one of the boards 
ot bars of her tent; fo confident was fhe of divine aid and 
‘protection. We réad it, the /mote off his head, probably’ with 
his own fword, which, now hig head Was'nailed through, fhe 
durft take from his fide, but hot before, for fear of wakening” 
him. But becaufé there was no occafién for cutting off his 
head, nor was it mentioned in thé hiftory, many think it fhould 
be read, fhe firuck through bis head. ‘That head which had 


fel or two? to Sifera a prey of divers colowts, a 
. ptey of divers colours of needle-work, of divers 
Colours of neédlé-work on both fides, meer for 
"the necks of them that take the fpoil? 37 So 


been proudly lifted up againft God and Ifrael, and in which 
had been forged bloody defigns for the deftru€tion of God's’ 

people, Jael finds a foft place in, and into that, with a pootl 
will, {trikes het nail. [2.7] How tiean doth Sifeta look, fal- 


_ let all thine enemies petith, O Lorp: but Zr 
them that love him, be as the fun when he go- 


‘Yeh at Jael’s feet, ver. 27.7 At the feet of this fermalé execu- 
tioher he bowed, he fell; all his ftruggles for life availed nots 
thé followed her blow, iintil he fell down dead. There lies 
extended the deferted carcafé of that proud man, not in the 


_ eth forthin his might. And thé land had ref 
Bee LY. Woot ee rar et at at . 
> Deborah here ¢ohcludes this ttiammphant fong, 

_ 4, With the praifes of Jacl, her fiftet hero, whofe’ valiarie 
_ «2& had completed’ ahd crownhéd thé vidtory. She had mén- 
tioned -her before; ver. 6. as one that would have frved her 

country if it had beén ‘iti her powér ; now fhe applauds her ds 
¢  @né that. did ferve it admirably well, when it was in her pow- 
| thy Her poetty ig fineft and mioft florid here in the letter end 


bed of honour, not in’ the high places of the field, nor having — 
any glotious Wound to fhew from a glittering {word, ot a bow 
of ftéel, but it the Corner Of a tent, at thé feet of a woman, 
with a difgtaceful wound by a forry nail {truck throtigh his 
ead. Thus is fhame the fate of proud then. And it is a 
very lively teprefehtation of thé ruin of thofe finners whofe pro= 
fperity flays them : it flatters arid careffes them with milk _and 
buttet! iz @ lordly difh, as if it would make them eafy ard hap- 
py 5 but it nails theit heads and hearts too to the ground ih 

Q2 earthly 
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earthly-mindednefs, pierecih them through with many forrows ; , 
its flatteries are fatal, and fink them at Taft into deftruction and 


perdition, 1°Tim. vi. 9, 10. 

adly, Sifera’s mother had . the tidings brought her of her 
fon’ s fall and ruin, then when fhe was big with expeétation of 
his glorious and triumphant return, ver. 28,—-30. Where we 
have, (1.) Her fond defire to fee her fon come back in tri- 
umph: Way is hes chariot fo long in coming? She {peaks this not 
fo much out ofa concern or his fatety, or any jealoufy of his 
having mifcarried, fhe had no fear of that, fo confident was fhe 
of his fuccefs ; but out of a longing for his glory, which, with 
a feminime weaknefs, fhe was paflionately impatient to fee ; 
chides the lingering chariot, and expoftulates concerning the 


delays of it; little thinking that her uohappy fon had been 


before this forced to quit that chariot which they were fo proud 
of, and which fhe thought came fo flowly. 
glory were now become the fhame of his houfe, fa. xxii. 18. 


et us take heed of indulging fuch defires as thefe towards a- — 


ny temporal good thing, particularly towards vain-glory ; for 
that was it {he here doted on. Eagernefs and impatience in 
our defires do us a great deal of pecmgices and make it intol- 
lerable to us to be croffed. But towards the fecond coming of 


Jefus Chrift, and the glories of that day, we fhould thus ftand © 


affected, Come, Lord ‘Fefus, come quickly; for here we cannot 
be difappointed. (2.) Her foolifh hope and confidence that 
he would come at laft in fo much the greater pomp. Her wife 
ladies anfwered her, and thought they gave a very good ac- 


count of the delay; yea, fhe (in her wildom, faith the Chaldee, 


* taunting ly) made anfwer to herfelf, Have they net [ped ? no 
doubt they have ; and that which delays them 1S that they 
are dividing the prey; which is fo much, that it is a work of 
time to make a diftribution’ of it. In the fpoil* they pleafe 
themfelves with the thought. of, obferve, [1.] How impudently, 
and to the reproach and {candal of their fex, thefe ladies boaft 
of the multitude of damfels which the foldiers would have the 
abufing of. [2.] How childifhly they pleafe themfelves with 


the hope of feeing Sifera himfelf in a gaudy mantle, of divers 


colours; how charmingly would it look! of divers colours of 
acedle-work, plundered out of the wardrobe of fome Ifraelitifh 
_ lady. It is repeated again, as that which pleafed their fancy 
above any thing, of divers coleurs of ncedle-work on both Si des; 
-and therefore very rich. Such pieces of embroidery they ho- 
ped Sitera would have- to prefent his mother andthe ladies 
with. Thus apt are we to deceive ourfelves: with great ex- 
pectations and confident hopes of honour, and pleafure, and 


~ wealth, in this world, by which. we prepare for ourfelves the — 
fhame and grief of a difappointmens. find thus doth God _ 


ee bring ruin on his enemies, when they are moft clevated. 

.. She concludes all with a prayer 10 God. [1.] For the 
delttv@ion of all his foes: So,fo {ham etully, fo miferably, /et 
all shine enemizs periph, O Lord; let all that hope to triumph in 
Ifvael’s ruin, be thus difappointed and triumphed. over : 
them all as unto Sifera, Pfal. Ixxxiii. 9. 
are to be pr ayed | Ag God’s enemies, as fuch, are to be pray- 


ed againft; and when we fee fome of God’s enemies remark. 


ably humbled and brought down, that is an encouragement to 


us to pray for the downfall of all the reft. Deborah was a. 


prophetefs, and this prayer was a prediction, that in due time 
all God’s enemies thall petifh, Pil. xcii. 9. 
enéd his heart, againft God and profpered. 
altation and comfort, of all his friends : 


the fun when be goeth forth i in his flrength; let them fhine fo 


bright, appear fo glorious in the eye of the world, caft fach » 
benign tifluences, be’as. much out of the reach of their ene-- 
mess whe curle the mifng fun, becaufe it. feorcheth them ; i ke 


ct 
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The chariots of his 


ah Ifrael made them the dens whi a ay hy the. : te 


Do to 
‘Though our enemies © 


None ever hard- ) 
@,) For the CX: 
But let. them that lene 
dim, and heartily, wath well to his kingdom. among ‘men, be as | 
| return tovit again. ‘This people hath a. 
_ heart, not., kept in.awe by the terror. o 
di . 


tire 
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“them rejoice asa firong man to run a race, Pfal. xix. 5, sudees 
them, as burning and fhining lights i in their places, difpel the 
mifts of darknefs, and foine with more and more lultre and 
power unto the perfedt dag, Prov. iv. 18 Such fhall be the ~ 
honour, and fuch the joy of all that love God in fincerity, = __ 
and for ever they fhall /bine as the Jun in the firmament of our 
Father. 

The victory here celebrated wae this fong, was a: eae 
happy confequence to Ifrael, that for the beft part of one age ~ 
they enjoyed the peace which it opened the way to: The land 
had reft forty years, i. €. fo long it was from this victory to the ~ 
raifing up of Gideon. And well it had been, if when the 
churches, the tribes had reft, they had been edt eas: and Pag 
walked in the fear of the Lord. ‘ 


Ci AYP vie fs 
Nothing that occurred in the quiet and tne times a Ke 
raclis recorded, the forty years refi after the conquefis 
of py 1s “paffed over in filence; and here begins the flow — 
ry of another diftrefz, and another. deliverance by Gideony 
the fourth of the judges. Here ts, 1. The calamitous can= 
dition of Ifrael, by the inroads of the Midianites, ver. 1,— 
6. IL. The meffage God Jent them by a prophet, by co 
vincing them of fin, to prepare them far deliverance, ver tn i 
—1o. III. The rade fing up of Gideon tobe thetr deliverer, 
(1.) 4 commiffion which God fent them by the band of an- 
angel, and confirmed by a fign ver. £1 24. Has); The 
Sip-fraits of bis-governme the reforming fhis far 
ther?s houfe, ver. 25,32. (3-) The preparations be 
_ made for a war with the Mi lidianites, and the ka a 
ment given him by a Signy Ver RE ell oe, or 


ND the children of Ifrael did oat ae 

fight of the Lorn: and the Loxp deli 

ed ther into the. hand | of ia, feven ae 
eval led.a 


mountains and cayes, and ftrong holds. 3 And. 


fait was when Ifrael had fown, that the Me 


children a the ana even ae came e up gaint 
them: 4 And they. ‘incamped againft them, ang 
deftroyed the increafe of the earth, till thou. 
come unto Gaza, and left ‘no fuftenance for Lik. 
rael, neither fheep, nor ox, morals, 51 For. they: 
came up with their cattle, and their tents, and 
they came as grafhoppers. for multitude, f 
both they and their camels were without num. 
ber: and they entered into the land to deftroy ~ 
it. 6 And lirael was greatly impoverifhed t 
caufe of the Midianites ; 3, and, the Culdzen gs Ab 
rael cried. unto, the Lorn. . 


Here is, 1. ‘fiael’s fin Ea They age vi 
of the Lord, vers 1.. The bumt. child dreads t 
this perverfe unthinking people, : that had fo oft 
ly fon their idolatry, upon a little refi of Go 


“nor. engage: honour and gr atitude 
had done for them, to keep. themfelves in 
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vidence of God will not change the hearts and lives of finners. 


2. Ifrael’s troubles repeated. ‘his would follow of courfe; 


let all that fin, expect to fuiter ; let all that return to folly, ex- 
pect-to return to mifery: With the froward God will foecv 
himfelf froward, Pfal. xviii. 26.; and will walk contrary, to 
thofe that walk contrary to him, Lev. xxvi. 21,24. Now, as 
to this trouble, (1.) It arofe fiom a very defpicable enemy. 
God delivered them into the hand~of Midian, ver. 1.; not 
Midian in the fouth, where Jethro lived, but Midian in the 
eaft, that joined to Moab, Numb. xxii. 4. A people that all 
men defpifed as uncultivated, and unheaded; hence we read 


not here of any king, lord, or general, that they had, but the — 


force with which they deftroyed Ifrael was an undifciplined 
mob ; but, which made it the more grievous, they were a peo- 
ple that Hrael had formerly fubdued, and in a manner deftroy- 


ed, fee Numb. xxxi. 7.; and yet by this time, near two hun- _ 


dred years after, the poor ‘remiains of them were fo multiplied. 
and fo magnified, that they were capable of being made a very 


fevere fcourge to Ifrael. Thus God moved them to jealoufy . 
with thofe which were not-a people, even a foolifh nation, Deut. » 


‘XXxil. 21° The meaneft creature will ferve to chaltife thofe 
“that, have made the great Creator their “enemy. And when 
thofe we are authorifed to rule prove rebellious and difobedient 
to us, it concerns us to inquire whether we have not been fo to 

our fovereign ruler. -(2.) It arofe to a very formidable height, 


ver. 2. The hand of Midian prevailed, purely by their multi- 
tude.’ God had promifed to increafe Ifrael as the fand on the 
fea thore; but their fin {topped their prowth and diminithed them, _ 


. and then their enemies, though otherwife every way inferior 
to, them, overpowered them with numbers. ‘l‘hey came upon 
them as gra/hoppers for multitude, yer. ‘5.3 notin a regular ar- 
My to engage them in the field, but in a confufed {warm to 
‘plunder the country, quartér themfelves upon it, and enrich 
themfelves with its fpoils.. Bands of robbers, and no better. 
And finful [frael, being feparated by fin from God, had not fpi- 
rit to make head againit them. 
that thefe Midianites made with their rapparees in [frael. 
Here is, ['1.] The Ifraelites imprifoned, or rather imprifoning 
. themfelves in dens and caves, ver. 2. This was owing pure- 
ly to their own timoroufnefs and_- faint-heartednefs, that they 
~ would rather fly than fight. It was the effect of a guilty con- 
{cience, which made them tremble at the fhaking of a leaf, 
‘and the juft punifhment of their apoftafy from God, who thus 
fought againft them with thofe very terrors with which he 
would: otherwife have fought for them. Had it not been for 
this, we cannot but think Ifrael a match for the Midianites, 
and able enough to make head again{ft them: but the heart 
that departeth from God is loft, not only to that which is 


good, but to that which is great. Sin difpirits men, and-makes | 


them fneak into dens and caves. The day will come when 
chief captains and mighty men will call in vain to rocks and 
mountains to hide them. [2.] The Ifraelites. umpoverifhed, 
greatly impoverifhed, ver. 6. The Midianites, and other the 
children of the eaft, that joined with them to live by fpoil and 
rapine, as long before the Sabeans and Chaldeans did that 
plundered Job, free-booters, thefe made frequent incurfions in- 
- to the land of Canaan. That fruitful Jand was a great tempta- 
tion to them; and that floth and luxury into which the Ifrael 
\ ites were: funk by-forty years reft, made them: and their fub- 

ftance an eafy prey to them. They came up againft them, ver. 
3. pitched: their camps among them, ver. 4. and brought their 

eattle with them, particularly camels innumerable, ver. 5:; not 

a flying party to- make a fally upom them,. and: be: gone pre- 


perivao they refolved to force their {tay, penetrated through - 
e 


> heart of the country as-far-as Gaza, on the weltern fide, 


ver. 4 They let the Ifraelites alone to fow: their grouad ; . 


Poe DeeGer s. 


Obferve the wretched havock-_| 
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but towards harveft théy came and feized all, and eat it up, and 
deftroyed it, both grafs and corn ; and when they went away, 
took with them he fheep arid oxen; fo-that, in fhort, they 
left no faftenance for Ifrael, except what was privately {tolen 
by the rightful owners into the dens and caves. Now, here 
we may fee, [1.] The juftice of God io the punifhment of 
their fin. They had neglected to honowr God with their fub- 
{tance it tithes and offerings, and had prepared that for Baal; 
with which God fhould have been ferved ; and now God jul 
ly fends an enemy to take it away in the feafon thereof, Hot. 
i. §, 9. [2.] The confequent of God’s departure froma 
people: When he goes, all good goes, and all mifchiefs break 
in. When Ifrael kept in with God, they reaped what others 
fowed, jofh. xxiv. 13. Pfal. cv. 44.; but now God had forla- 
faken them, others reaped what they fowed. Let us take oce 
cafion fronvthis. to. blefs. God for our national peace ‘and trans — 
quillitysthat we eat the lubour of our hands. 

3. Ifrael’s fenfe of God’s hand revived at Jat. Seven years, 
year after year, did the Midianites make thefe inroads upon 
them, each, we may’ fuppofe, worfe than ‘other, ver. 1.3 until,, 
at laft, all other fuccours failin gy Lfrael cried unto-the Lord, ver: 
6.; for crying to’ Baal ruined them, and would nor help them. 
When God judgeth, he will overcome and. finners fhall be. 
made either to-bend. or break. before him... 


7 And it came to pafs.when. the children 
of Ifiael cried unto- the Lorp, becaufe of the 
Midianites; 8 That the Lorn fent a prophet 
unto the children of Ifrael, which faid unto 
them, Thus faith the Lorp God of Lfrack, f. 
brought you up from Egypt, and brought you 
forth out of the houfe of bondage, 9 And.} de- 
livered you out of the hand of the Egyptians; 
and out of the hand of all that oppreiled you,. 
and drave them out from@pefore you, and gave. 
you. their land; ro And I faid unto, you, 1 am 
the Lorp your God, fear not the gods of the 
Amorites in-whofe land ye dwell: but ye have 
not obeyed my voice: e 
_ Obferve here, 1. The cognifance Gad took of the cries of 


_ Tfrael, when at length they. were directed towards him. “Tho? 


in their. profperity they had negle@ed him, and. made court to- 
his rivals ;.and though they. never looked. towards’ him till. 
they were driven to it by extremity, .yet upon their complaint. 
and prayer he intended relief for them. Thus would-he fhew ~ 
how ready he is to. forgive, how fwift he.is to thew-mercy; 
and how inclinable to hear prayer, that. finners may be; encous 
raged.to return and repent, Pfal.. cxxx. 4.. ais) 
2. The method God took of working deliverance. for:them:. 
Before he fent an angel.to raife.them upa faviour, he fentthena. 
a prophet, to reprove them for fin, and.to-bring them to repent-- 


- ance, ver. 8.. ‘This prophet is not named ; but he was a-man,. 


a prophet, not’ an angel, as chap. ii 1.. Whether this prophet: 
took an opportunity of delivering this meflage to the children» 
of Ifrael, when:they were met together-in a general affembly, _ 
at fome folemn feaft, or other great occafions or. whether he- % 


_ went from city-to city, and ‘from tribe to ‘tribe, preaching to~ 


this: purpofe, is not certain; but his errand was to convince 
them of fin, that.in their cryiag:to.the Lord, they»might confefs- 


* that with forrow. and. fhame,.. and .not. fpend their breath only> 


in. complaining. oftheir trouble. They. cried to God for-a dey- 
liverer ; and God fent them a prophet to inftrua them, and fo« 


make them-ready for-deliverance. Note, (1.) We haye rex ~ 


fons 
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fon to hope God is defigning mercy for us, if we find he is 
by his grace preparing us for it. Uf to thofe that are fick he 
fends a meffenger, an interpreter, by whom he /beqws unto man 
his uprighine/s ; then he is gracious, and grants a recovery, Job 
KEXIL 23,24. (2.) The fending of prophets to a people, 
and the furnifhing of a land with faithful minifters, is a token 
‘for good, and an evidence that God has mercy in ftore for 
them. He-thus turns us to him, and then caufeth his face to 
‘Shine, Pfal. Ixxx. 19. Sak 
We have here the heads of the meflage which this prophet 
delivered into Ifrael, in the mame of the Lord. 
iff, He fets before them the great things God had done for 

them, ver. 8, 9. Lhus faith the Lord God of Hrael. ‘They | 
had worfhipped the gods of the nations, as if they had had no 
God ‘of their own.to worfhip, and therefore might chufe whom 
«they pleafed: but they are here minded of one whom they 
had forgotten, ;who was known by the title of the God of If 
rad ; and to him they muft return. They had turned to o- 
“ther gods, as if their own had been either incapable or unwil- 
ling to proteét them; and therefore they are told what he did | 
for their fathers, in whofe loins they were, the benefit of which. 
«defcended, and ftill remained to this their ungrateful feed. (1.) | 
He brought.them out of Egypt, where otherwife they had 
continued in perpetual poverty and flavery. (2.) He delivered. 
them out of the hands of all that oppreffed them.~ This is men- — 
tioned, to intimate that the reafon why they were not now de- 
‘livered out of the hands of the oppréfing Midianites, was not 
‘for want of any power or good will in God, but becaufe by | 
‘their iniquity they had fold themfelves, and God would not re- | 
-deem them until they by repentance revoked the bargain. (3.) | 
‘He put them in quiet poffeflion of this good land. This not | 


-only aggravated their fin, and affixed the brand of bafe ingra- |: 


titude to it; but it juftified God, and cleared him from blame | 
‘upon the account of the trouble they were now in: they could 
‘not fay he was unkind, for he had given all poflible proofs of | 
his defigning well for them) if ill betel them notwithftanding, | 
they muft thank themfelveale ners athe 
2dly, Heé fhews the eafinefs and equity of God’s demands | 
and expe¢tations from them, ver. 10. Lam the Lord your God, | 

- to whom you lie under the higheft obligations ; fear not the 
gods of the Amorites, i, e. do not worfhip them, nor fhew any | 
-refpect.to them: Do not worfhip them for fear of their doing | 
you any hurt; for what hurt can they do you while Lam your | 
God? Fear God, and you reed not fear them. : 
gdly, He charges them with rebellion againft God, who had 

| aid this injanétion upon them: But ye have aot obeyed my voice. 
‘The charge is. fhort, but very comprehenfive. . This was the | 
“malignity of all their fin, it was difobedience to God; and | 
therefore this. was it that brought thefe calamities upon them, | 
under which they were now groaning, purfuant to the threaten- 


ings annexed to thofé commands. He intends hereby to bring | 


therm to repentance ; and our répentance is then right and ge-_ 
“puine, when the finfulnefs of fin, as difobedience to God, is that 
in it which we chiefly lament. 

11 & And there came.an angel of the Lorn, 
and fat under an oak which was in Ophrah; 
that pertained unto Joath the Abi-ezrite: and 

- his fon Gideon: threfhed wheat by the wine- 

_ prefs, to hide it from: the Midianites. 12 And 
the angel of the Lorp appeared unto him, and 
faid unto him, the Lorp zs with thee, thou 
mighty man of valour. 13,And Gideon faid ' 

_ ‘ante him, Oh: my lord, if the Lorp be with | 
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us, Why then is all this befallen us? and where 
be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, 
faying, Did not the Lorp bring us up from E. 
gypt? but now the Lorp hath forfaken us, and 
delivered us into the hands of the Midianites. 
14 And the Lorp looked upon him, and faid, 
Go in this thy might, and thou fhalt fave Ifrael 
from the hand of the Midianites: have not I 


G Es. 


_ father Kept up ih his own family the w 


which, we may fuppofe, this fon, as. 
witneffed againft. He was of the hal 
lay in Canaan, of the family o 


\ 


¥ 


out of that tribe which fuffered moft by the oppreffioh ; and 

‘probably it was fo here, 

- 2, The perfon that gave him the commiffion, was on angel 
of the Lord. 1 fhould feem not a created angel, but the Son 
of God himfelf, the Eternal Word, the Lord of the angels, 
who then appeared, upon fome great occafions, ia human fhape ; 
asa prelude, faith the learned Bifhop Patrick, to what he in- 
tended, in the fulnefs of time, when he would take our nature 
upon him, as we fay, for good and all. This angel is here 
called Fehowah, the ygcommupicable name of God, ver. 14, 
16. and he faith, 7 ol be with thee. . This divine perfon ap- 

. peared here to Gideon; and it is obfervable how he found hin, 
(1,): Retired; all alone. God often. manifefts himfelf to his 
people when they are out of the noife and hurry of this world. 
Silence. and folitude befriend our communion with God, (2.-) 
Employed threfhing wheat with a faff or rod, (fo the word fig- 

» nifies), fach as they ufed in beating ont. fitches and cummin, 
Ifa, xxviii, 27. but now ufed for wheat : probably, becaufe he 
had but a little to threfh, he needed not the oxen to tread it 
ont. It was not then looked upon as any diminution to him, 
though he was a perfon of fome account, and a mighty man of 

_ valour, to lay his hand to the bufinefs of the hufbandman. He 
had many fervants, ver. 27. and yet would not himéelf live in 

* idlenefs. We put ourfélves in the way of divine vifits when 

_ we employ. ourfelves in honeft bufinefs. Fidings. of Chrift’s 

birth were: brought to the thepherds when they were keep: 

ing their flocks, The work he. was about, was an emblem 
of that greater work to which he was now ta be called, as 
the difciples fithing was. Prony threfhing corn he is fetch- 
ed to threfh the Midianites, Ifa. xli. 15. (3,) Dittreffed. He 

_Wwas threfhing his wheat, not: in. the thrething-floor,}the proper 

place; but bythe wine-prefs, in fome private unfufpeaed cor- 

ner, for fear of the Midianites. He himfelf {hared in the com- 


mon: calamity ; and now the angel came to animate him again{t 
Midian, when he himfelf could {peak fo feelingly of the hea-. 
vinefs of their yoke, The day of the greateft diftrefs is God’s | 
time to appear for his people’s relief. Ee 
_ Letius now. fee what pafled: between the angel and Gideon, . 
who knew. not for certain, till after he was gone, that he was 
an angel, but fuppofed he was a prophet. = 
_ ff, The angel accofted him with refpeét, and affured him 
of the prefence of. God with him, ver.12- He calls him a migh- 
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the Chaldee reads, Js the Shechinach of the Lord aur belp ? mae 

king that the fame with the Word of the Lord,) why then is all 

this befallen us? all this trouble and diftrefs from the Midian- 
ites incurfions, which forces me to threfh wheat here by the: 
wine-prefs 5 ail this lofs, and grief, and fright? and where are 

~ all the miracles whith our fathers told us of 2 Obferve, in his 

reply he regards not the praife of his own valour, nor doth that 

in the leaft elevate him, or give him any encouragement ; tho? 

it is probable the angel adapted what he faid to that which Gis. 

deon was at the fame time thinking of. While his laborious 

hands were employed about his wheat, his working head and: 
daring heart were meditating Ifrael’s refeue, and Midian’s ruin; 

with which thought he that knows the heart feafonably fets in, . 

calls him a man of valour for his brave ptoje@s, and opens him. 

a Way to put them in execution: yet Gideon, as if not confci- 

ous to himfelf of any thing great or encouraging. in his own 

- fpirit, faftens only on the affurance the ange) had. given him of 

God’s prefence, as that by which they held’ all their comfort. 

Obferve, The ahgel’ fpake in particular to him; The Lord és: 

with theé: but he expoftulates for all, if the Lord be with us, 

herding himfelf with the thoufands of Hvael, and admits no 
comfort but what they might be’ fharers.in; fo faris he from:. 
the thoughts of monopolizing it, though he had fo: fair. an, OcCa- 

- fion given him. Note, Public {pirits. reckon that only an ho- 
nour and joy to themfelves which puts them in a ¢apacity of © 
ferving the common interefts of God’s church. i 

Gideon was.a mighty man of valour, but as yet weak im. / 
faith ; which makes it hard to him to reconcile to the afluran~ - 

- ces now given him of the prefence of God, (1.} ‘Fhe diftrefs: : . 
to which Ifrael was reduced: Why is all this (and aff this-was 
no little) befallen us ? Note, It is fometimes. hard,:but never 
impoflible, to. reconcile crofs_providences with the prefence of 
God and his favour. (2.) The delay of their, deliverance :.- 

| Where ave all the miracles which our fathers told us.of 2? Why- 
doth not the fame power which delivered our fathers. from un~ - 

_ dex the yoke of the Egyptians, deliver us out of the hands of 7 

_ the Midianites? as if, becaufe God: did not prefently work mi-.:- 

» racles for their deliverance, though they had by: their fins . for~--- 

' feited his favour and help, it muft be queftioned, whether ever 
he had wrought the miracles which their fathers tald them of 3°; 

. or, if he had, whether he had now the-fame wifdom-and paws 

( er, and. good-will to his people, that he had had:formerly. - 

ty man of valour, perhaps becaufe he obferved: how. he threthed. . This was: his weaknefs. We mutt-not expect thatthe mira~ 
his corn with.all his. might ; and: /ee/? thou a man diligent in bis |. cles which were wrought when a chiwrch was in-the forming, . 
bufine/s ? whatever his bufinefs is, he: thall fland before kings. .|--and fome great: truth in the fettling, fhould..be continued and 
He that is. faithful in a ‘few. things, hall be ruler over’ many..| repeated when the formation and-fettlement are compleated : 
Gideon was a man of a brave active fpirit, and yet buried alive. |. no 3 nor that the mercies God fhewed:to our. fathers that fer- - 
in obfcurity, through’ the iniquity of the times; but is here-a- | ved him, and kept clofe to him, fhould be: renewed tous, iff - 
nimated:to undertake fomething great, like himfelf, with that | we.degenerate.and revolt from him... Gideon ought not to | 

> t _ have faid, either, [1.] That God had delivered them into. thx 


word, The Lord is with thee, or, as the Chaldee reads it, the 
Fy hands of the Midianites, for by their .iniquities they had fold » 


. Woed of the Lord is thy belp. It was very fare the Lord was. 
; . themfelves; or, [2.] That now they were in their hands, he ~ 
i" had forfaken them ; for he had lately:fent them a prophet,ver., . 


with hifa when this angel was with him. "By this word, (1.) 
He gives him his commiffion.. If we have God’s prefence- 
with us, that will juftify us, and bear us out in our underta~} 8. which was a certain indication that. he had not forfaken - - 
Rings.  (2.) He infpires him. with all neceflary. qualifications | them. ; 
» for the execution of his commiflion. . The Lord is with, thee 3dly, The angel gave him.a very: effeftual anfwer to his ob. 
te guide and ftrengthen. thee, to animate and fupport thee. (3.) |. jections, by- giving him a commifion to deliver Efrael out of 
He afluires him-of fuccefs; for, if God Le for us, who.can prevail | the hands of the Midianites, and affuring him of fuccefs. there= 
: againft us? Tf he be with us, nothing can. be wanting to us. | in; ver. 14. Now the angel is called Fehovah ; for he {peaks 
_ ‘The prefence of Godis with us all.in allto-our profperity, what- | as one having authority, and not as.a. meffenger.. (r1.) ‘Phere 
ever we do. Gideon was a mighty man of valour, and yet he. was fomething extraordinary-in the look he:now gaveto. Gi-. 
1 deon. It was a gracious favourable look which revived his {pi- _ 
rits that. drooped, and. filenced his fears, fuch a look as that 
“with which God’s countenance beholds the upright, Pfal. xi. 7. 
i _ He looked upon him, and fimiled at the objeations he made ¢ . 


could bring nothing to,pafs without the: prefence of God; and 
t. flotation, ver, 13 » O:my lord, ifthe Lord be with us, (which. | which be gaye him ng. dire& aafwer. to, but girt and clothect.2 
a oN ACR ae ce a deat 


/ 


to give a man courage at any time. ; . 
_2dly, Gideon gave'a very melancholy anfwer to this joyful 


that prefence.is enough to make any man mighty in valour, and. 
. y haa: 


328 


bim. with fach power as would fhortly enable him to anfwer 
them himfelf, and make him afhamed that ever he had made 
them. It was a {peaking look, like Chrift’s upon Peter, Luke 
xxii. 61, a powerful lock, a look that {trangely darted new 
light and life into Gideon’s breaft and infpired him with a ge- 
nerous heat, far above what before he felt. (2.) Bat much 
more was there in what he faid to him. [1.] He commiflion- 
ed him to appear and aé&t as ifrael’s deliverer.. Such a one 
the few thinking in the nation, and Gideon among the reft, 
were now expecting to be raifed up, according to God’s for- 
mer method, in anfwer to the cries of opprefied Hfrael; and 
now Gideon is told, Thou art the man: Go in this thy might ; 
this might wherewith thou art now threfhing wheat; go and 
employ it to a nobler purpofe: J will make thee a ihrifher of | 
men. Or, rather, this might wherewith thou art now endued 
by this look. God gave him his commiffion, by giving him all 
the qualifications that were neceffary for the execution of it, 
which is more than the mightieft prince and potentate on earth 
can do for thofe to whom he gives commiffions.. God’s fitting 
_ men for work is a fure and conftant evidence of his calling 
‘them to it. Go, not in thy might, that which is natural, and 
of thyfelf; depend not on thine own valour; but go in this~ 
thy might, this which thou haft now received: Go in the . 
Srensth of the Lord God; that is the ftrength with which thou 
mutt ftrengthen thyfelf. [2.] He affured him of fuccels. 
“This was enough to put courage in him ; he might be confident 
he thould not mifcarry in the attempt; it fhould not turn 
either to his own difgrace, or the damage of his people as baf- 
fled enterprifes do, but to his honour, and their happinefs : 
Thou shalt fave T/rael from ihe hand of the Midianites ; and fo 
fhalt not only be an eye-witnefs, but a glorious mftrument of - 
fuch wonders as thy fathers told thee of. Gideon, we may 
fuppofe, looked as one aftonifhed at this ftrange and furprifing 
power conferred upon him, and queftions whether he may de- 
pend upon what he hears: the angel ratifies his commiffion 
with a teffe meipfo; there needed no more: Have not I com- 
manded-thee? \ that have all power in heaven and-earth, and 
particular authority here as Ifrael’s king, giving commiflions 
immediately ; J who am that I am, the fame that feat Mofes, 
Exod. iii} 15. + re 
_athly, Gideon made a very modeft objeétion againft this com- 
miflion, ver. 15. O my Lord, wherewith foall I fave I- 
rael? This queftion {peaks him, either, (1.) Diftruftful of God 
and his power; as if, though God fhould be with him, yet it 
were impoflible for him to fave Ifrael. True faith is often weak; 
yet it thal] not be rejected, but encouraged and ftrengthened. (2.) 
Inquifitive concerning the methods he muft take. Lord, Ila- 
boar under all imaginable difadvantages fot it ; if] muft doit, thou 
muftput me inthe way. Note, Thofe who receive commulions 
from God, muft expeét, and feek for inftuGions from him. 
Or, rather, (3.) Humble, felf-difident, and felf-denying. The 
angel had honoured him; but fee how meanly he fpeaks of 
himfelf: Jy family is comparatively poor in Manaffeh ; impo- 
verifhed, it may be, more than other families by the Midianites;. 
and am the lea/?, that have the leaft honour and intereft ia my fa- 
ther’s houfe. What can I pretend to do? I am utterly unfit for 
the fervice, and unworthy of the honour.- Note, God often chu- 
feth to do great things by thofe that are little, efpecially that 
are foin their own eyes. God delights to advance the humble.” 
. sthly, This objeGtion was foon anfwered by~a repetition 
“of the promife, that God would be with him, ver. 16... Ob- 


_jeG not thy poverty and meannefs; that hath indeed often | to 
know him to be an angel. 


*‘baulked men in great enterprifes? but what is that to a man 
that has the prefence of God with him, which will make up all - 
the deficiencies of honour and eftate? Surely [ will be with 

_itoee, to direct and {trengthen thee, and put fach a reputation 
> is ¢ { i 
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there, either becaufe his father’s houfe were not well affected 4 


- but to put it in the bafket, (for here 


which the Midianites had left him, he woul 
enough to entertain a friend, efpecially a meffenger fron 


~ word is ufed, which f gnifies both, beca 


him. If he ate of it as comm 


offer to God for his glory, aad-in token of 
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upon thee, that how weak foever thy perfonal intereft, thou” 
thalt have foldiers enough to follow thee, and be aflured thou 


Shalt mite the Midianites as one man, as eafily as if they were 


but one man, and as effectually. . All the thoufands of Midian 
fhall be as if they had but one neck, and chou fhalt have the 
cutting of it off. ) 
6thly, Gideon defiresto have his fath confirmed touching - 
this commiffion; for he would not be over-credulous of that 
which tended fo much to his owp prase, would not venture’ 
upon an undertaking fo far above him,y@md in which he mut 
engage many more; but he would be well fatisfied himfelf of 
his authority, and would be able to, give fatisfaction to others 
who gave him that authority. He therefore hembly begs of. 
this divine perfon, whoever he was, eke Cadi 
(1.) That he would géwe him a Signy Ver 17. And the- 
commifhion being given him out of the common road of proyi- 
dence, he might reafonably expect it fhould be confirmed by ~ 
fome aé&t of God sut of the common courfe of nature. Shew 
me a fign to affure ine of the truth of this, concerning which — 


thou talkeft with me, that it is fomething more than talk, and 


that thou art in earneft.. Now, under the difpenfation of the— 
Spirit, we are not to expe figns before our cyes, fuch as Gi- ” 
deon here defired ;. but muft earneftly pray to God, that if we 

have found grace in his fight, he would fhew us a fign in our 


_ heart, by the powerful operations of his Spirit there, fulfilling 


to him and his friends, or becaufe he defi 
vate with this ftranger, and to converfe with him alone 
fore calls not for a fervant to brio 


red ftill to be 


7 ig the provifion, but fetcheth 
it himfelfs or becaufe thus his father Abraham entertained an- 


“gels unawares, not in his tent, but under a tree, Gen. xviii. 8.0 


Upon the angel’s promife to-ftay dinner with him,he haftened to 
bring out a kid, which, it is likely, was ready boiled for his own” 
dinner; fo that, in making it ready, he had nothing to do ee 
| or here was no fauce to ferve it 
up in, nor the dith garnifhed), nd the broth in a ve 
fo he prefented it, ver. rg. Hereby he ‘intended, [ 


-tefllify his grateful and generous refpects to this ftranger, and’ 


in him to God who fent him, as one that ftudied what he 
fhould render. He had pleaded the poverty of ‘his family, — 
ver. 15. to excufe himfelf from being a general, but not here _ 


to excufe himfelf from being hofpitable. Ou 


ven. [2.] To try who and what this ext:aor 
was. What he brought out is called his pre/ent, ver 
the fame word that is ufed fora meat-offering ; and pet 


ufe “Gide 


to leave it to this divine perfon to. nine Ww 


‘be, when he had it before him, whether a feaft or a meat-ol 


ey 
pat! 


fering ; and accordingly he would be.abl 


to be a man, a prophet: if otherwife, ; 
wihly, "The angel gives him a fign 
he had kindly prepared for his enter 
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him, will be made, by the grace of God} to turn to our 
own comfort and fatisfaction. The angel ordered him to take 
the flefh’and bread out of the bafket, and lay it upon a hard 


and cold rock, and to pour out the broth upon it, which, if 
he brought it hot, would foon be cold there: and Gideon did 


Jo, ver. 20. believing that the angel appointed it, not in con- 
tempt of his courtefy, but with an intention to give him a fign; 
which he did abundantly to his fatisfa@ion. For, (1.) He 
turned the meat into an offering made by fire, of a Sweet favour 
unto himfelf;. fhewing hereby, that he was not man who need- 
ed meat, but the Son of God, who was to be ferved and ho- 
noured by facritice, and who, in the fulnefs of time, was to 


_ make himfelf a facrifice.. (2.) He brought fire out of the rock 
~to confume this facrifice, fummoning it, not by ftriking the 


rock, as we ftrike fire out of flint, but a gentle touch given 
to the offering with the end of his ftaff, ver. 21. Hereby he 
gave him a fign that he had found grace in his fight ; for God 
teftified his acceptance of facrifices by kindling them, if public, 
with fire from heaven, as thofe of Mofes and Elias: if private, 
as this, with fire out of the earth, which was equivalent ; both 
were the products of diyine power: and this acceptance of his 


facrifice evidenced the acceptance of his perfon, confirmed his. 
commiffion, _and perhaps was intended to fignify his fuccefs in 


the execution of it, that he and his army fhould be a furprifing 


terror and confumption +o the Midianites, like this fire out of 


the rock, (3.) He departed out of his fight immediately ; did 


not walk off as a man, but vanifhed and difappeared as a fpirit. 


. Here was as much of a fign as he could wifh. 
_ 8thly, Gideon, though no doubt he was confirmed in’ his 
faith by the indications given of the divinity of the perfon who 


chad fpoken to him, yet for the prefent was put into a great — 
* fright by it, till God gracioufly pacified him, and removed his 
fears. \ (1.) Gideon fpeaks peril to himfelf, ver. 22. When he 


perceived that he was an angél, which was not till he was de- 
parted, as the two difciples knew not that it was Jefus they 
“had been talking with, till he was going, Luke xxiv. 31. then 


he cried out, d/as! O Lord God; God be merciful to me is 


Lam undone, for [ have Jeen an angel; as Jacob, who ad- 
mired that his life was preferved when he had feen God, Gen. 
XXxti. 30. Ever fince man has by fin expofed himfelf to God’s 
wrath and curfe, an exprefs from heaven has been a terror to 
“him, knowing he can expect no good tidings thence; at leaft, 
in this world of fenfe, it is a very awful thing to have any fen- 


fible converfation with that world of fpirits to which we are fo | 


much {trangers. Gideon’s courage failed him now. (2.) 


- God {peaks peace to him, ver. 23. It, might have been fatal 


to him, but he affures him it fhould not... ‘The Lord was e- 


_ parted out of his fight, ver. 21. But though he mutt no longer. - 


wal 


comes by hearing: for the Lord faid to him, with an audible 
voice, as Bifhop Patrick thinks, thefe encouraging words : 


k by fight, he might {till live by faith, that faith which 


< Peace be unto thee ; all is well, and be thou fatisted that it, is 


fo: fear not; he t hat came to employ thee, did not intend to 
. flay thee ; Thou /halt not die. See how ready God is to re- 
vive the hearts of thofe that tremble at his word and prefence, 


and to give them affurances, of his mercy that {tand in awe of 

his majefty.. ean eee Bead Fame ‘ SESS 
, Laftly, 'The ‘memorial of this vifion which Gideon fet up 
cwas a monument in fonm of an altar, the rather becaufe it was _ 


_ by a kind of facrifice upon a rock, without the folemnity of an 
altar, that the angel manifefted his acceptance of him: then it 
needed not ; the angel’s ftaff was fufficient to fanaify the gift 
without an altar. But now it was of ufe to préferve the re- 


membrance of it, which was dene by the name he gave to it, . 
This is, (1.). 
‘The title of the Lord that fpake td him. Compare Gen. xvi. » 


Jsnovau-suacom, yer. 24. the Lord peace. 


Vor. II. 


~\ 
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of the grove which thou fhalt cut down. 


v-> 
Pg 


13. The fame that is the Lord our rightéoufne/s, is our peace, 
Eph. i. 14.3 our-reconciler, and fo our Saviour. Or, (2.) 
The fubftance of what he faid to him, the Lord jpake peace, 
and created that fruit-of the lips ; bid me be eafy when I was 
in that mighty tofs. Or, (3.) A-prayer grounded upon what 
he had faid-; fo the margin underitands it: The Lord fend 
peace, i.e. reft from the prefent trouble ; for {till the public 
welfare lay neareft his heart. 


25 4 And it came to’ pafs the fame night, 
that the Lorn faid unto him, Take thy father’s’ 
young bullock, even the fecond bullock of fe. 
ven years old, and throw down the altar of 
Baal that thy father hath, and cut down the 
grove that zs, by it: 26 And build an altar un- 
to the Lorp thy God upon the top of this rock, 
in the ordered place, and take the fecond bul- ° 
lock, and offer a burnt-facrifice with the wood — 
29 
Then Gideon took ten men of his fervants, and — 
did ag the Lorn had faid unto him: and Yo it 
was, becaufe he feared his father’s houfehold, 
and the men of the city, that he could not do 
it by day, that he did zz by night. 28 And 
when the men of the city arofe early in the 
morning, behold, the altar of Baal was caft 
down, and the grove was cut down that was by 
it, and the fecond bullock was offered upon the 
altar that was built. 29 And they faid one to. 
another, Who hath done this thing? And when 
they inquired and afked, they faid, Gideon the 
fon of Joafh hath done this thing. 30 Then the 
men of the city faid unto Joath, Bring out thy 
fon, that he may die: becaufe he hath caft down 
the altar of Baal, and becaufe he hath cut down 
the grove that was by it. 31 And Joath faid 
unto all that ftood againft him, Will’ ye plead 
for Baal? will ye fave him? he that will plead 
for him, let him be put to death, whilft it 7s yet 
morning: if he dea god, let him plead for him- 
felf, becaufe one hath caft down his altar. 32 
Therefore on that day he called him Jétub-baal, 
faying, Let Baal plead againft him, becaufe he 
hath thrown down his altar. 


Here, 1. Orders are given to Gideon to begin his govern- 
ment with the reformation of his father’s houfe, ver. 25, 26. 
A correfpondence being fettled between God and Gideon, by 
the appearance of the angel to him, it was kept up in’another 
way. The fame night,after he had feen God, when he was 
full of thoughts concerning what had paffed, which probably 
he had not yet communicated to any, the Lord jaid unto him 
ina dream, Do fo and fo. Note, God’s vifits; if gratefully | 
received, hall be gracjoufly repeated, Bid Ged welcome, 
and he will come again. Gideon. is appointed, (1.) To throw 
down Baal’s altar, which, it feems, his father had, eithe:for — 
chis own houfe, or -perbaps for the whole town. See the 
power of God’s, grace, that he could raife up a reformer 3... 
and the-condefcenfions of his grace, that he would raife up-a 

deliyerer, 
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deliverer, out of the family of one that was a ringleader in ido- 
latty. But Gideon muft now not think it enough, not to wor- 
thip at that’ altar, which we charitably hope he had not done ; 
but he mutt throw it down; not confecrate the fame altar to 
God, (it is Bifhop Hall's obfervation), but utterly demolifh 
it. God firtt commands down the monuments of fuperftition, 
and then enjoins his own fervice. He muft likewife cat down 
the grove that was by it, the plantation of young trees, defign- 
ed to beautify the place. The learned Bifhop Patrick, by the 
grove, underftands the image in the grove, probably the image 
of Afhtaroth, (for the word for a grove is “A/hereh), which 
{tood upon, or clofe by the altar. (2.) To ereét an altar to 
God; io Fehovah, his God ; which probably was to be noti- 
fied by an infcription upon the altar to that purpofe ; to Jeho- 
vah, Gideon’s God, or Mrael’s. It had been an ill thing for 
him to have built an altar, even to the God of Ifrael, efpecial- 
ly for burat-offering and facrifice, and would have been con- 
ftrued a contempt of the altar at Shiloh, if God had not bid 
him do it, who has not tied up himfelf to his own Jaws. But 
now it was his duty, and an honour to be. thus employed. 
God dire€ts him to the place where he fhould build it ; on the 


iop of the rock ; perhaps at the fame place in which the angel | 


had appeared to him, near to the altar he had already built. 


And he muft not do it in a hurry, but with the decency that | 
became a religious action ; in an orderly manner, as it is in the — 


margin ; according to the ancient law for extempore altars, 


that they muit be of earth, not of hewn ftone. The word here | 
_ ufed for the rock on which the altar was to be built, fifnifies a | 

- fortrefs or _ftrong-hold, fome think eteéted to fecure them from _ 
the Midianites if fo, it was no fecurity, while the altar of © 


Baal was fo near it; but it was effectually fortified, when an 


beft defence upon our glory. On this altar, [1.] He was to 
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bullock, and the fecond bullock of -feven years old: {o it thould — 
rather be read ;. not even the fecond, as we read it.. ‘he for- | 


mer, we may fuppofe, he was to. offer for himfelf, the latter 
for the fins of the people, whom he was to deliver. It was re- 
* quifite he fhould thus make peace with God, before he made 


fed, were intended for facrifices on the altar of Baal, but were — 
now converted to a better ufe. Thus, when the /frong man — 


armed is overcome and difpoffeffed, the ftronger than he divides 
the fpoil ; feizetly that for himfelf which they prepared for Baal: 
Let him come, whofe right it is, and give it him. 
grove, or image, or whatever it was, that was the fanctity or 


beauty of his altar, muft not be burnt, but muft be ufed as . 
fuel for God’s altar; to fignify, that whatever fets up itfelf in — 


oppofition to. God, fhall not only be deftroyed, but the juftice 


of God will be glorified in its deftru@ion. God ordered Gi- — 


deon to do this, 1.] To “try-his zeal for religion; which it 


was neceflary he fhould give proofs of, before he took the field, _ 
to give proofs of his valour there. 2.] ‘Fhat'fome fteps might 
hereby: be taken towards Ifrael’s reformation, which muft pre- | 
pare the way for their deliverance. Sin, the caufe, mu{t be — 
taken away, elfe how fhould the trouble come to an end,twhich | 


was but the effect? And it might be hoped, that this example 


of Gideon’s, who was now fhortly to appear fo great a nian, 
would be followed by the reft cf the cities and tribes, and the 
deftragion of this one altar of Baal would‘ be. the deftruction. { 


of many. . 


» 2, Gideon was obedient to the heavenly vifion, ver. 27. He — 
that was to command the Ifrael of God mult be fabject to the | 

_ God, of Ifrael, without difputing; and,.as a type ofi Chrift, © 
amult fir fave his people from their fins, and. then, fave them. 


[2.} Baal’s | 


| tars yet now, proteéts him that had 
Out of naturabaffection to. his { 


| of the chief men of the city. ~Thofe that 


wd 


| 


fiom their enemies. (1.) He had fervants of his own, whom: 


he could confide in; who, we may fuppofe, like him, had 
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kept their integrity, and had not bowed the-knee to Baal; and ‘i 
therefore were forward to aflift him in deftroying the altar of — 


Baal. 
and offering him to God without his father’s confent, becaufe 


God, who exprefsly commanded him to do fo, had a better 


title to it than his father had, and it was the greateft real kind- 
nefs he could do his father to prevent his fin. (3.) He ex- 


pected to incur the difpleafure of his father’s houfehold by. it, » 


and the ill-will of his veighbours’; yet he did it, remembering 
how much it was Levi's praife, that, in the caufe of God, he 


(2.) He did not feruple taking iis father’s bullock, ” 


faid.to his father and mother, I have not feen him, Deut. xxxill. 
9. And while he was fure of the favour of God, he feared. — 


not the anger of mei; he that bid him do it, would bear him. 
out. Yet, (4.) Though he feared not their refentments when 
it was done, to prevent their refiftance in the doing of it, he 
prudently chofe to do it by night, that he might not be difturb- 
ed in thefe facred aétions. And fome think it was the fame 


night in which God fpake‘to him to do it; and that as foon.- 


as ever ‘he had received the orders, he immediately applied 
himfelf to the execution of them, and fitifhed before morning. 

3, He was brought into peril of his life: for doing it, ver. 
28, 29, 30. (1.) It was foon difcovered what was done. 
Gideon, when he had gone throagh with the bufinels, did not 


defire the concealment of it, nor could it be hid; for the men: 


of the city rofe carly in the morning, as it fhould feem, to fay. 


their mattins at Baal’s altar; and fo to begin the day with their - 


god, fuch a one as he was. A fhaine to thofe, who fay the. 
true God is their God, and yet, in the morning, direét no 
had done it. Stri@ inquiry was made: Gideon was known 


into fufpicion ; and pofitive proof prefently came againft him ; 


s 


| prayer to him, or look up. (2.) It was foon difcovered who. — 
altar to the Lord was built on the top of it; for that is the — 
: | to be difaffe&ted to the worfhip of Baal, which brought him. | 
offer facrifice. Two. bullocks he mutt offer: his father’s young © inft I 


Gideon, no doubt, has done this thing. (3.) Being found: — 


| -for the fame; and require his own father (who, by patronizing. 
| their idolatry, had given them too much caufe to expect he 
swar on Midian. ‘Till fin be pardoned through the great facti- 
fice, no good is to be expected. Thefe bullocks, it is fuppo- 


would comply with them herein) to deliver him up: Bring 


guilty of the fa&, to fuch a pitch of impiety were thefe dege-_— 
-nerate Ifraelites arrived, that they take it for law, he muft die. 


out thy fon, that he may die. Be afonifbed, O heavens, at this, 


and tremble, O earth! By the law of God, the worfhippets of © 


Baal were to die; but thefe wicked men impioufly turn the -— 


prodigioufly mad were they upon their idols! Was it not ugh: 


to offer the choiceft of their bullocks to Baal; but muf thee. 


braveft young gentleman-of their city fall as a facri 
dung-bill deity; when they pretended he was p 
foon will idolaters become perfecutors? 
4. He was refcued out of the hands of h 
his own father, ver. 31. (1.) There were t 
h 


under for their idolatry, yet they hated to be re 
walked contrary to God, then when he was wal 
to.then. (2.) Yet then Foal flood fore 


‘a great deal for the protection of an ho 
neft caufe ; and when they fo ufe th 
flers of God for good. ‘Phis Joath 


efteem for him, asa virtuous, 
‘and never the worfe for not joining ¥ 
Baal.. Many that have not courage enough: to 


! 


} ‘penalty vpon the worfhippers Of the Ged-of Ifrael. How. 
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~ them love and efteem thofe that do. IF Joath had a kindnefs, 
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grity'themfelyes, yet have fo much confeience’ left as makes 


for Baal, yet he hada greater kindnefs for his fon. Oi, post 
Out of a care for the public peace. © The mob grew riotous, 
and he feared would grow more fo; and ‘therefore, as fone 
think, he beftirred “himfelf to reprefs the tumult... Let it be 
left to the judges; it is not for you to pafs fentence ypon any 
man; he that offers it, ke him be put to death, he means, not 
as an idolater, but as a perturbator of the-peace, and-the mo- 
ver of fedition, Under this fame colour, Paul was’ refeued, at 
Ephefus, from thofe that were as zealous for Diana, as thefe 
here for Baal, Aas xix. 40. Or, {3.] Out of a conviction 
that Gideon’had done well. _ His fon perhaps had’ reafoned 
with him; or God, who has all hearts in his hands, had fe- 
cretly and effectually influenced him to appear thus again{t the 
advocates for Baal, though he had complied with them for- 
merly in the worfhip of Baal. Note, It is good to appear for 
God when we are called to it, though there be few or none 


* to fecond us, becaufé God can incline the. hearts of thofe to 
fland.by us, from whom we little expeé it. Let us do our duty, 


and then truft God with our fafety. Two things Joath-urgeth, 
(1.) That it was abfurd for them to plead for Baal. Will you 
that are [fraelites, the worfhippers. of the one only living and 


* true God, plead for Baal,’a falfe god? Will you be fo fottith, 
fo fenfelefs ? They whofe fathers god Baal was, and that ne- 


ver knew any other, are more excufeable in pleading for him 
than you are, that are in covenant with Jehovah, and have 
been trained up in the Knowledge of him. You that have 


_ fmarted fo much for worfhipping Baal, and have brought all 
this mifchief and calamity upon yourfelves by it, willyou yet — 


plead for Baal? Note, Jt is bad to commit fin, but it is great 


~ wickednefs indeed to plead for it; efpecially to plead for Baal, 


that idol, whatever it is which poffeffeth that room in the heart 


» whichGod fhould have. (2, ) ‘Fhat it was needlefs for them 


to plead for Baal. If he were not a god,*as was - pretended, 
they could have nothing fo fay for him: if he were, he was 
_able to plead for himfelf, as the God of Ifrael had often done 


by firefrom heaven, or fome other’ judgment, again{t thofe - 


~ who put contempt upon him. Here isa fair challenge to Baal, 


to do either good or evil ; and the refult convinced his worfhip- 
~ pers of their folly, in praying to one to help them that could 


“not avenge himfelf.- After this Gideon remarkably pro- 
{pered ; and thereby it appeared how unable Baal was to niain- 


tain his own caufe. *La/fly, Gideon’s father hereupon gave — 


See: 


him a new name, ver. 32.; he'calied him Ferubbaal ; let Baal 
plead, let him plead againft him, if he can; if he have any 
thing to fay for himfelf againft his deftroyer, let him fay it. 


This name was a ftanding defiance to Baal ; now Gideon was 
' taking up arms againft the Midianites that worthipped Baal, 


- det him defend his worfhippers if he can. It likewife gave ho- 


fora great deal of. knowledge, 
called Feruble/beth, 2 Sam. xi. 21.; Baal, a lord, being fitly 


nour to Gideon, a fworn enemy to that great ufurper, and that 
had carried the day againft him; and encouragement to his 
foldiers, that they fought under one that fought for God, a- 
gain{t that great competitor with him for the throne. “It is 
the probable conjecture of the-learned, that that Jerombalus, 
whom Sanchoniathon (one of the moft ancient of all the Hea- 
then writers) fpeaks of asa pricf? of the god Fao, (a corrup- 
tion'of the name Jehovah), and one to whom he was indebted 
was this Jerubbaal. He is 


turned into Be/heth, thame./ : 

33 & Then all the Midianites, and the Ama- 
ekites, and the children of the eaft were gather- 
ed together, and went over, and pitched in the 


valley of Jezreel. 34 But the fpirit of the Lorp. 
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caine upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, and 
Abiezer was’ gathered after him. 35 And he 
fent meffengers throughout all Manafieh, who 


alfo was gathered ‘after him, and he fent mef-. 


fengers unto Ather, and unto Lebulun, and un- 
to Naphtali, and they came up to meet them. 
36 F And Gideon faid unto God, If thou wilt 
fave Ifrael by mine hand, as thou haft faid, 37 
Behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor : 
and if the dew be on the fleece only, and #¢ be 
dry upon all the earth befde, then fhallI know 
that thou wilt fave Ifrael by mine hand, as thou 
hat faid. 
early on the morrow, .and thruft the fleece to- 
gether, and wringed the dew out ofthe fleece, 
a bow! full of water. 
to God, Let not thine anger be hot againft me, 
and I will {peak but this once: Let me prove, 
I pray thee, but this once with the fleece scclet 


it now be dry only upon the fleece, and upon 


all the ground Jet there be dew. 40 And God 
did fo that night: for it was dry upon the fleece 
only, and there was dew on all the ground, | 


Here is, 1. The defcent which the enemies of Ifrael made 
upon them, ver. 33. A vaft number of Midianites, Amale- 
kites, and Arabians, got together and came over Jordan, none 
either caring or daring to guard that important and adyantage- 
ous pafs again{t them; and they made their head-quarters in 
the valley of Jezreel, in the heart of Manafleh’s tribe, not far 
from Gideon’s city. Some think the notice they had of Gi- 
deon’s deftroying Baal’s altar brought them over ; and that 
they came to plead for Baal, and to make that a pretence of 
quarrelling with Ifrael: but it is more likely that it was now 
harvelt-time, when they had been wont each year to make 
them fuch a vifit as this, ver. 3. and were expected when Gi. 
deon was threfhing, ver. 11. God raifed up Gideon to be 
ready again{t this terrible blow came. Their fuccefs fo many 
years in thefe incurfions, the little oppofition they had met 
with, and the great booty they had carried off, made them now 
both very eager, and very confident : ‘but it proved the meafure 
of their iniquity was full, the year of recompenfe was come, they 
mult now make an end to fpoil, and mu/t be Spoiled; and they 
are gathered as fheaves to ‘the floor, Micah iy. 12, 1 3. for Gi- 
deon to threfh. e 

2. The preparation which Gideon makes to attack them in 
their camp, ver. 34, 35. (1.) God by his Spirit put life into 
Gideon: The /pirit of the Lord clothed Gideon; fo the word 
is; clothed him as a robe to put honour upon him; clothed 
him as a coat of mail, to put a defence upon him, ‘Thofe are 


well clad that are thus clothed. 4 /pirit of fortitude from be- 


fore the Lord clothed Gideon; fo the Chaldee. He was of 
himfelf a mighty man of valour; yet perfonal {trength and cou- 
rage, though vigoroufly exerted, would not faftice for this great 


actions he muft have éhe armour of God upon him, and that is. 
it that he mutt depend upon. The /pirit of the Lord clothed him 


‘in an extraordinary manner. Whom God calls to his work, 
he will {pirit for it... (2.) Gideon with his trumpet pat life in- 
to his neighbours, God working with hirh. He Blew a trum- 
pety to call in volunteers ; and more came in than perhaps he 
expected. [1.] The men of Abiezer, 
again{t him for throwing down the altar of Baal, and condemn. 
R2 ing 

' 


38 And it was fo: for he rofe up 


39 And Gideon faid un-> 


though lately enraged » 


_ . whether this was the time of his conquering the Midianites, 


‘ Bundantly ferving to confirm his commifhon. 
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ing him to death as a criminal, were now convinced of their 
error, bravely came in to his afliftance, and fubmitted to him 
as their general : Abcexer was gathered after him, ver. 34. So 
faddenly can God turn the hearts, even of idolaters and perfe- 
cutors. [2.] Diftant tribes, even Afher and Naphtali, which 
Jay moft remote, though ftrangers to him, obeyed his fum- 
mons, and fent him in the beft of their forces, ver. 35. Though 
they lay furtheft from the danger, yet confidering, that if their 


neighbours were over-run bythe Midianites, their own turn would ° 


be next, they were forward to join againft a common enemy. 
~ 3. The figns which God gratified him with, for the con- 
firming both of his own faith, and of his followers ; and per- 
haps it was more for their fakes, than for his own, that he de- 
fired them. Or, perhaps he defired by thefe to be fatishied, 


or whether he was to wait fome other opportunity. Obferve, 
(1-) His requeft for a fign, ver. 36, 37. Let me by this 
know that thou wilt fave Ifrael by my hand: Let a fleece of 
aool fpread in the open air, be qwet with the dew, and let the 
ground about it be dry. The purport of this is, Lord, J be- 
lieve ; help thou mine unbelief. He found his own faith weak 
and wavering; and therefore begged of God by this fign to 
perfed what was lacking in it. We may fuppofe, God, who 
intended-to give him thefe figns, for the glorifying of his own 
power and goodnefs, put it into his heart to afk them. Yet 
when he repeated his requeft for a fecond fign, the reverfe of 
the former, he did it with a very humble apology, deprecating 
God’s difpleafure, becavfe.it looked fo like a peevifh humour- 
fome diftrult of God, and diffatisfaétion with the many aflu- 
sances he had already given him, ver, 39. Let not thine an- 
ger be hot againff me. "Though he took the boldnefs to afl a- 
nother fign, yet he did it with fuch fear and trembling, as fhew- 
ed the familiarity God. had gracioufly admitted him to, did 
not breed any contempt of God’s glory, or prefamption on 
God’s goodnefg. Abraham bad given him an example of this, 
_ when God gave him leave to be very free with him, Gen. xvii. 
30, 32. _O Let not the Lord be angry, and I will fpeak. God’s 

favour mufl be fought with great reverence, due fenfe of our 

diftance, and a religious fear of his wrath. (2.) God's gra- 

cious grant of his requeft. See how tender God is of true 

believers, though they be weak; and how ready to condefcend 
' to their infirmities, that the bruifed reed may not be broken, 


nor the fmoking flax quenched. Gideon would have the fleece _ 


awet, and the ground dry; but then, left any fhould objec, it 
- ig natural for wool, if never fo little moifture fall, to drink it 
in, and retain it, and therefore there was nothing extraordinary 
in that, though the quantity wrung out was fufficient to obviate 
‘that objection; yet he defires, that, next night, the ground 
might be wet and the fleece dry ; and it is done; fo willing is 
God to give to the heirs of promife flrong confolation, (Heb. vi. 
17, 18.) even by two immutable things. He fuffers himfelf not 


only to be prevailed with by their importunities, but even to be — 


prefcribed to by their doubts and diffatisfactions. - 

~ Thefe figns wete, (1.) Truly miraculous, and therefore a- 
It is faid of the 
dew, that it is from the Lord, and tarrieth not for man, nor 
waiteth for the fons of men, Micah vy. 7. And yet God here 


in this. matter Aearkened to the voice of a man; as to Jofhua, in 


‘diveéting the courfe of the fun, fo to Gideon, in direéting that . 
“of the dew; by which it appears, that it falls, not by chance, ' 
| his tongue as a dog lappeth, hi 


‘to pleafe Gideon, it was wrought backward and forward. | 


but. by, providence. The latter fign inverted the former, and, 
: ~ Whence Dr Fuller obferves, that Heaven's real. miracles. will 

endure turning, being, infide and outfide, both alike. (2.) Very 
fignificant. He and his men were going to engage the Me 
dianites: could God diftinguith between a fmall fleece. of If 
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to thee, this fhall not go with thee, the’ 


' down upon his knees to drinl 
- number of them that lapped, pu. 


Pe: 


know that he can. Is Gideon defirous that the dew of divine 
grace might defcend upon himfelf in particular? he fees the 
fleece wet with dew to affure him of it. Doth he defire that 


God will be as the dew to all Htael? behold, all the ground © E 


is wet. Some make this fleece an emblem of the Jewith na- 


tion, which, when time was, was wet with the dew of God’s — 
word and ordinances, while the reft of the world was dry: — 


Chap. ‘VIf. ; 


-rael, and the vaft floor of Midian ?-yes, by this he is made to: 


but, fince the rejeGtion of Chritt and his gofpel, they are — 


as a watered garden. 
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dry as the heath in the wildernefs, while the nations about are 


This chapter prefents us with Gideon in the field, command- 


ing the army of I/rael, and routing the army of the Madi- 


anites; for which great exploit we found, in the former 
chapter, how he was prepared, by his converfe with Gods © 


and bis conqueft of Baal. We are here told, 1. What d:- 


redion God gave to Gideon for the modelling of his army's — 


by which it was reduced to three hundred men, Ver. ty-— 
8. IL. What encouragement God gave to Gideon to al- 
tack the enemy, by fending him incognito into ther camp 
to bear a Midianite tell bis dream, ver. 9,—x5. Il. 
How he formed his attack upon the enemy's camp with 


his three bundred men, not to fight them, but to- frighten 


them, ver. 16,—20. 


IV. The fucce/s of this attack ; tt 


put them 1o fight, and gave them a total rout, the difoand- — 
ed forces, and other their neighbours, then coming in tobis 
afjjlance, ver. 21,—25. It 1s a flory that fhines very — 


“bright 1m the book of the wars of the Lord, 


The people that are with thee ave too many 


for me to give the Midianites into their hands, 


left Ifrael vaunt themfelves againft me, faying, 
3 Now there- _ 


Mine own hand hath faved me. 


a 


fore go to, proclaim in the ears of the people, — 


faying, Whotfoever zs fearful and afraid, let him 


return and depart early from Mount Gilead > 
and there returned of the people twenty and 
two thoufand, and there remained ten thou-— 
fand. 4 And the Lorn faid unto Gideon, The 


people are yet too many: bring them down 


unto the water, and 1 will try them for thee” 
there: and it fhall be, that of whom.} fay un- 


- to thee, This fhail go with. thee, the fame fhall 


alk 


by himfelf; likewife every on 


to their mouth, were three hundred men: 


Chap. VIL. 

all the reft of the people bowed down upon 
their knees to drink water. 7 And the Lorn 

faid unto Gideon, By the three hundred men 
that lapped, will I fave you, and- deliver the 
-Midianites into thine hand: and let all the o- 
ther people go every man unto his place. 8 
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fight, were left to their liberty to go back if they pleafed. 
There was a law for-making fuch a proclamation as this, Deut. 
xx< $, But Gideon, perhaps, thought that concerned only 
thofe wars which were undertaken for the enlarging of their 


_coaft, not, as this, for their meceflary defence againft an inva- 


der ; therefore Gideon had not proclaimed this, if God had noz 
commanded him, who knew how his forces would hereby be di- 
minithed. Cowards would be as likely as any after the victory. 


So the people took vituals in their hand, and 

' their-trumpets: and he fent all the re/t of If- 

rael, every man unto his tent, and retained 

thofe three hundred men: and the hoit of Mi- 
dian was beneath him in the valley. 


to take the honour of it from God, and: therefore God would 
not do them the-honour to employ them in it. One would 
have thought there had been {carce one Iftaelte to. be found, 
that, againit fuch an enemy as the Midianites, and under fuch: 
a leader as Gideon, would have owned himfelf fearful ;. yet a- 
a ; bove two parts of three took the advantige- of this. proclama- 
Here, 1. Gideon applies himfelf, with all poflible care and | «tion, and filed off, when they faw the ftrength of the enemy, e 
‘induftry, to do the part of a good general, in leading on the | and their own weaknefs, not confidering the affurances of the ; 
hoits of Ifrael againft the Midianites, ver. 1. He rofe up early, | divine prefeace which their general had received: of the Lord, 
‘as one whofe heart was upon his bufinefs, and who was-afraid | and it is likely delivered unto them. Some. think the opprel- 
of Jofing time. Now he is fure God is with him, he is impa- | fion they had: been under fo long had broke their fpivits; others, 
tient of delay. He pitched near a famous well, that his army more probably, that confcience of their own guilt had deprived 5 
‘might not be diftrefled for want of water; and gained the | them of their courage. Sin f{tared themin the face, and there~ 
higher ground, which poffibly might be fome advantage to him, | fore they durft not look death in the face. Note, Fearfiul, 
» for the Midianites were beneath him in the valley. Note, Faith faint-hearted people are not fit.to be employed for God ; anJ i 
“in God’s promifes muft not flacken, but rather quicken our en- | among thofe.that are lifted. under the banner of Chritt, there: 
* deavours. When we are fure-God goes before us, then we | are more fuch than we think there are: j 
mutt beftir ourfelves, 2 Sam. v. 24. a, 2dly, He dire&ted the cafhiering of all- that. remained, but ; 
_ 2. God provides, that the praife of the intended victory | three hundred men; and-he did it by a fign. The people are 
* may be referved wholly to himfelf, by appointing three hun- | yet too many for me tomake ufe of, ver. 4. See how mucly 
dred men “only to be employed in this fervice. ‘Phe army | God’s thoughts and ways are above ours. Gideon himfelf, S 
 eonfifted of thirty-two thoufand men, a {mall army in compa- | itis likely, thought they were quite too few; though they were 
~ _ rifon with what Ifrael might have raifed upon fo great an oc- | as many as Barak encountered Sifera with, chap. iv. 14. and 


~ eafion, and a very fmall one in comparifon with-what the Mi- | had-he not forced his. way. through the difcouragement by dint= : 
“ dianits had now brought into the field. Gideon was ready to | of faith, he himfelf would have {tarted back from. fe. hazardous A 
think them too few, but God comés to him, and tells him | an enterprife, aod here made the beft ‘of his own way back :. 
they were too many, ver. 2. Not but that they did well who | but God faith, they are to9 many; and when diminifhed to 
offered themfelves willingly to this expedition, but God faw |} a third part, they are yet too many+ which may help:us to un-’ | 

- fit not to’ make ufe of all that came. We often find.God } derftand thofe providences which fometimes feem. to weaken ; 
> bringing great things to pafs by a few hands, but this was the on- } the church and its intereits; its friends are\too many, too 


mighty,.too wife, for God to work. deliverance by ; God is: 
taking a courfe to leffen them, that-he may be exalted in. his 
own firengths ' s | 
Gideon is ordered to bring his foldiers to the watering, pro- 
-bably to the well of Harod, (ver..1.), and: the. itream. that d 
ran from.it. He, or fome appointed, by him, mutt obferve: F 
' how they drank. We. mutt fuppofe they were all thirty, and: 
hada mind to drink; itis likely he told them they muit pre+- 
' pare to enter upon action prefently, and therefore muft’ refrefly 
themfelyes accordingly, not expecting after. this to driftk any- 
thing elfe but the blood. of their enemies. Now, (1.) Some,, 
* and no doubt the moft, would kneel. down. on their knees te- 
~drink, and put their mouth to the water as horfes do,. and fo 
they. might get their full draught. 2.) Others; it: may be,. 
would not. make fuch a formal bufinefs. of it; but, as a dog laps. 
with his tongue, a lap and away, fo they. would ’haftily take ups 
a little water: in theirshands, and cool their mouths with. that, 
and be gone.. ‘Three hundred, and no. more, there were of” 
this latter fort, that drank in. hafte, and by thofe God’ tells: 
_ Gideon he would rout the Midianites, -ver..7.. By the for—_ 
- mer diftingtion none were retained but hearty.men, that’ were: 
. refolved to-do their utmoft for the retrieve of: the liberties of” 
' Tfrael; but by this further diftinétion it was provided, that none: 
fhould be made ufe of but, {1.].Men that. were hardy, that> 
could endure a long fatigue, without complaining of- thirlt ore 
wearinefs, that had’ not:in them any dregs either: of floth or- 
_duxury. . [2] Men that were hafty, that thought it long until 
they were engaged with the enemy, preferring the fervice off 
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ly time-that he purpofely made them fewers, Had Deborah late- 
Jy blamed thofe who came not to the help of the Lord; and yet, 
jn the next greatjaction, mult they be turned off that do come? 
Yes, (1.) God would hereby thew, that when. he employed 
‘likely inftruments in ‘his fervice, he did not need them, but 
» could do his work without him. . So that he was not indebted 
‘to them for their fervice, but they to him for employing them. 
-~ (2.) He would hereby put them to fhame for their. cowardice, 
- ‘who had. tamely fubmitted to the Midianites, and durft not 
‘make head againft them, becaufe of the. difpropottion of their. 
~~ numbers : they now faw, if they had but made fure the favour 
of God, one of them might have chafed a thovfand. (3.) 
_ He would hereby filence and: exclude boalting: that is the 
im reafon here given by him, who knows the pride that is in mens 
+ hearts ; Left L/rael vaunt themfelves againft me. Jultly were 
they denied the honour of the fervice, who would not give 
>. God the honour of the faccefs. Mine own. hand hath faved 
. .me,is a word that muft never come out of the mouth of fuch 
as thall be faved, He that glorics, muff glory ip the Lord; and 


all flefh muf} be filent before him. 
ree re se Lae to leflen their numbers. 
__  1ff, He ordered all that would own themfelves timorous 
and: faint-hearted to be difmiffed, ver. 3. He was now. incamp- 
ed on a mountain clofe to the enemy, called. Mount Gilead, 
ftom Gilead, the common ancettor of thefe families of Manaf>~ 
fe, which were-feated on this fide Jordan, Numb. xxvi. 30.; 
and from thence they might fee, perhaps, the vaft numbers. of 
the enemy: thofe, thersfore, who were difheartened ap the 
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God and their country before their neceflary refrefhments. 
Such as thefe God chufes to employ, that are not only well 
affected, but: ze: ime affected in a good thing. And alfo, be- 
caufe thefe were the fewer number, and therefore the leaft like- 
ly to effect what they were defoued for; God would by them 
fave Ifrael. It was a great trial to the faith and courage of 
Gideon, when God bid him let all the reft of the people but 

- thefe three hundred go every man to his place, i. e. go where 
they pleafed, out of his call, and from under his command. 
Yet we may fuppofe thofe that were hearty in the caufe, though 
now fet afide, did not go fo far out of hearing, but that they 
were ready to follow the blow,-when the three hundred. had 
: broke the ice; though that doth not appear. 

Thus ftrangely was Gideon’s army purged and modelled, 
and reduced, inftead of being recruited, as one would think, 
in fo great an aétion, it: both “needed mae deferved to be. Nose 
Jet us fee how this little defpicable regiment, on which the 
ftrefs of the aétion: muft Jie, were accoutred and fitted out. 
Had thefe three hundred been double manned with fervants 
and attendants, and double armed with fwords and fpears, we 


‘would have thought them the more likely to bring fomething to _ 


pafs. But inftead’ of making them more ferviceable by their 
equipment, they are made lefs fo. For, (1.) Every foldier 
- turns futler:. They took viduals in their hand, ver. 8. left their 
ee and baggage behind, and every man burthened himfelf 
» with his own provifion ; which was a trial of their faith whe- 
ther they could truft God, when they had no more provifion 
with them than they could carry, and a trial of their diligence, 
whether they would carry as much as they had occafion for. 
This was indeed living from hand to mouth. _ (2.) Every fol- 
dier turns trampeter. ‘The regiments that were cafhiered left 
their trumpets, behind them for the ufe of thofe three hundred 
men, who were furnifhed with thofe inftead of weapons of war, 
_as if they had been going rather to a game than a battle. 


9-1 And it came to-pafs the fame night, that 
the Lorn faid unto him, Arife, get thee down 
unto the hoft, for I have delivered it into thine 
hand. 10, But if thou fear to go down, go thou 
with Phurah thy fervant down to the hoft. II 


And thou fhalt hear what they fay, and after-- 


wards fhall thine hands be ftrengthened to go 
down unto the hoft. Then went he down with 


Phurah his fervant unto the outfide of the arm- ° 


-ed men that were in the hoft. 12 And the 
Midianites, and the Amalekites, and all the 
children of the eaft, lay along in the valley like 
» grafhoppers for multitude; and there camels 
avere Without number, as the fand by the fea- 
fide for multitude. 1 3 And when Gideon was 
come, behold, there was a man that told a 
“dream unto his fellow, and*faid, Behold, I 
_dreamed a dream, and lo, a cake of barley- bread 
‘ tumbled into the ‘nit of Midian, and came un- 
to.a tent, and {mote it that it fell, and overturn- 
ed it, that the tent lay along. 14 And his fel- 
low anf{wered, and faid, This zs nothing elfe fave 
the fword of Gideon the fon of Joafh, a man of 


Hrael: for into his hand hath God_ delivered | 
15.4 And it was /a, - 
“when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, ! 


Midian, and all the hoft. 


_ [1.] One of them tells his dream 5 and (as our dreams s 


wt 
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and the interpretation thereof, that he worfhip~ 
ped, and returned into the hoft of Ifrael, and 
faid, Arife, for the Lorp hath delivered into 
your hand the hoft of Midian. 


Gideon’s army being diminifhed, as we have found“ it Was, 
he muft either fight big faith, or not at all: God therefore 
here provides recruits for his faith, inftead of recruits for his 

’ forces. +@ 

5 J HES firpifticch him vfith a good foaeaseon to build his . 
faith upon. Nothing but a word from God will be footing 
for faith. He hath. that as full and exprefs ashe can defire, ~ 

-yer.g. A word of command to warrant the aétion, which 
otherwife feemed rath and indifcreet, and unbecoming a wife 
general; rife, get thee down, with this handful of men, unto 
the hoff: and a word of promife to affure him of the fuccefs, 
which otherwife feemed very improbable: J have delivered it } 
into thine hand ; it is-all thine own. ‘This evord of the Lord’ 
came to him the fame night, when he was (we may fuppofe)} 
full of care, and in a mighty tofs, how he fhould.come off: Jn. | 
the multitude of his thoughts within him, thefe comforts did dé= ~ 
light his foul. Divine confolations are given in to believers, 
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4 


| not only ftrongly, but feafonably. =~ | 


-2. He furnifheth him with a good prop to fupport his faith 
with. 1/1, He orders him to be his own {py; and now, in * a 
the dead of the night, to go down privately into the hoft of - 
Midian, and fee what intelligence he could gain. Jf thou fear a 
to go down to fight, go firft only with thine own Servant, vets 
10. and hear what they fay, ver. 14.3 and it is intimated to ~ 
him, he fhould hear that which would be a great {trengthening _ 
to his faith. God knows the infirmities.of his people, and — 
what great encouragement they may fometimes take from a 


| fmall matter; and therefore knowing beforehand what would 


occur to Gideon, in that very part of the camp to which he — 


~ would go down, he orders him to go down and hearken what 


they faid, that he might the more firmly believe what God- eid 


) He muft take with him Phurah his fervant, one that he could 


corfide i in; probably - one of the ten that had helped him to 
break down the altar of Baal: he muft take him, and no-one 


| elfe with him; muft take him with him, to be a witnefs of 


what he fhould hear the Midianites fay, that, out of the mouth ~ 
of thefe two witnefles, when the matter came to be réported. to 
Iftael, the word might be eftablithed. He muft take his fer- 


| vant with him, becaufe two is better than one, and a little help — 


better than none. 2dly, Being fo, he orders him the fight of 


| fomething that was difcouraging. (1.) It was enough to frigh- 


ten him, to difcern, perhaps by ‘moon-light, the vaft numbers of 


_ the enemy, ver. 12. the men like grafhoppers for multisudes 


and they proved no better than grafhoppers for ftrength and - 
-courage. ‘The camels one could not count no more than the 
fand.. But, (2.) He heard that which was to him a very good | 
omen; and which when he had heard, he went back again, pre 5) 
fently, fuppofing he now had what he was fent thither for. ‘Bee? 
overheard two foldiers of | the enemy that were ‘comrades, talk 8) 
ing, (probably they were in bed together); waking in the. nigh masts 


rally are bad, and therefore inot worth | telling again) ya 
very foolifh one. He dreamed, that he fawa barley-cake oe ae 
hopping down the hill, into the camp of the Midian ; nd 

methought, ‘faith he, . (for fo we ufe to tell our ams), this § 
tumbling cake ftruck one of our tents, (perhaps one of the chief — 
of their tents), and with fuch violence, that ( (would you think — 
it?) it over turned the tent, forced down: the ae moe broke 

alo 


its shaban ets Ipee ye the uli 
vers vanities, faith Solomon, Keely. 7 ak 
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dicrous fangy, in our dreams, [2.] ‘The other, it may be be- 
tween fleep and wake, undertakes to interpret this dream ; 
and the interpretation is very far fetched: This is nothing elfe 
fave the /word of Gideon, ver. 14. Our expofitors now can 
tell us how apt the refemblance was; that Gideon who had 
threfhed corn for his family, and ‘made cakes for his friend, 
chap. vi. 11, 19. was fitly reprefented by a cake; that he and 
his army were as inconfiderable as a cake made of a little flour, 
as contemptible as a barley-cake, haftily got together, as a cake 
faddenly baked upon the. coals, and as’unlikely to conquer this 
great army, as a cake to overthrow a tent. But after all, do 
not interpretations belong to Ged? He put it into the head of 
the one to dream, and into the mouth of the other to give the 
fenfe of it: If Gideon had heard the dream only, and he and 
his fervant had been to interpret it themfelves, it had fo little figni- 
ficancy in it, that it would have done him little fervice ; but having 
the intetpretation from the mouth of an enemy, it not only ap- 
peared to come from God, who has all mens hearts. and tongues 


in his hand, but it was likewife an’ evidence that the enemy, | 


was quite difpirited, and that the name of Gideon was become 
fo formidable to them, that it difturbed their fleep.. The vic- 
tory would ¢afily be won,which was already fo tamely yielded ; 


Pe dino ws hand hath God delivered Midian. Thofe were not like- 


- 


“ly to fight, who faw God fighting againft them. 


_ Gideon, obferving the finger of God pointing him to that ves 
ry place at that very time, ‘to hear this dream, and the inter- 
pretation of it, was exceedingly encouraged by it, againft the 
melancholy apprehenfions he had upon 'the reducing of his ar- 


my. He was very well pleafed to hear himfelf compared to a 
‘barley-cake, when it-proved to effet fuch great things. Being. 


‘Rereby animated, we'are told, ver. 15. (a.), How he gave 


‘God the glory of it: He wor/bipped immediately, bowed his 
head, or, it may be, lift up his-eyes and hands, and, in a fhort- 
ejaculation, thanked God. for the-vi@ory he was’ now fure of, . 


and for this encouragement. to expect it. Wherever we are, 


we may fpeak to God, and worfhip him, and find a way open. 
‘heavenwards. 
‘couraging to our faith; and his providence muft’ be ackhow- - 


God muft have the praife of that which is en- 
edged in thefe events, which, though-minute, and feemingly. 


accidental, prove ferviceable to us. (2.) How he gave his 
friends a hate in the. encouragements: he had received : .4ri/e, 


The} 


lamps within the pitchers; 17 And he faid-un= 


* to them; Look on me, and do likewife: and be- 


hold, when I come to the outfide of the.camp, 
- it thall-be, that.as 1 do, fo fhall ye do.. 18 When 
1 blow with the trumpet, I and all that are with 
me, then blow ye the trumpets alfo on every 


, fide of all the camp, and fay, The fword of the 


Lorp, and of Gideon. 19 So Gideon, and the 
hundred men-that were with him, came into 


the outfide of the camp, in the beginning of the | 


‘middle watch;-and they had but newly fet the 
watch, and they blew the trumpets, and brake 
the pitchets that were in their hands. 20 And 
the three companies blew the trumpets, and 


Jou Dc Es, 


* der, what odd incoherent things are oft put together, by a lu- 


| Jo fhall ye-do. 
| they were fecure, and Jeaft expeéted it ; which would put them 
_ into a mighty coniternation; and when the fimallnefs of his 
= prepare to march»prefently, for the'Lord hath delivered Midean .:\ 
onto yourhands asi a ee 


~ 16°And‘he divided the three hundred. men: 
_ tnto three companies, and he. put a trumpet in 
. ‘every man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and 


135 
brake the pitchers, and held the lampsin their left 
hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to 
blow withal: and they cried, The fiword of the 
Lorp/and of Gideon. 21 And they ftood every 
man in his place, round about the camp: and 
all the hoft ran, and cried, and fled. 22 And 
the three hundred blew the trumpets, and the 
Lorp fet every man’s fword againit his fellow, 
even throughout all the hoft: .and the hoft fled 
to Beth-fhittah, m Zererath, and to the border 
of Abel-meholah, unto Tabbath. . 


Hereis, t. The brave alarm which Gideon. gave to the holt * 
of Midian, in the dead time of the night ; for it was intended, . 
that they which had fo Jong been a terror to Ifrael, and had fo 
often frightened: them, fhould themfelves:be routed and ruined 
purely by terror.. ‘Fhe attack here made, was, in divers cir- 
cumftances, like that which Abraham made upon the army that 
had taken Lot captive: the number of men much the fame ; ¢. 
Abraham had three hundred and eighteen, Gideon three hun- 
dred: they both divided. their forces, both made their attack 
by night, and+were both victorious under great <ifadvantages, . 
Gen, xiv. 14,15. And Gideon is not only a fon of Abra~ 
ham, (fo were the Midianites by Keturah), but an heir of his 
faith. Gideon, (1.) Divided his army, as fmall as it was, in~ 
to three battalions, ver. 16. one of which he-himfelf command~ - 
ed, ver. 19. becaufe great. armies (and fuch a one he would 
make a thew of) ufe to be divided. into the right wing, the left 
wing, and. the body of the army., (2.) He ordered them al} 
to do as he did, ver. 17. He told ‘them now, it is very like-» 


ny 


ly, what they muft do, .elfe the thing was fo odd, they would .. 


fcarce have done it of a fudden; but he. would, by doing it firft, : 
give notice to them: when ‘to do it; as officers exercife their 
foldiers with the. word of command, or by beat of drum: Look. 
on me, and do likewife. Such is the word of command onv 


Lord Jefus, the captain of our falvation, gives his fuldiers; for 


he has &ft us an-cxample, with a.charge to follow-it: 4s I doy 
(3-) He made his defcent in the night, when 


own army would not be difcovered.. In the night all frights 
are moft frightful ; efpecially in the dead of the night, as this: 
‘was, a little after midnight, when the meddle watch began, and 
the alarm would awaken-them out of their fleep, We read of . 
terror by night, as very terrible, Pfal. xci. 52 and fear in the 
night, Cant: iii. 8. (4.) That which Gideon aimed at, was, 
‘to frighten this. huge hoft.; to give them not.only a fatal rout, . 


but a very fhameful one... He.accoutred his army, With every - 


man a trumpet:in his right hand, and am earthern pitcher, with: 
a torch ‘in it, in his-left: and he hitfeif ‘thought it no difpa- 
ragement.to-him, to march before them thus armed. He would 
make’ but a jeft of conquering this:army; and goes out agatn{t « 
them rather_as again{t.a company-of children than of foldiers: . 


Fhe virgin, the daughter of Zion hath defpifed thee, and-laughed 


thee tofcorn, Ua. xxxvii- 22. The fewnefs.of his men favour- 
ed his defign ; for being. fo few they marched to the camp with 
the greater. fecrefy and expedition, fothat-they were not dif- - 
covered till they were clofe by the camp; and he contrived to 
give-the alarm, when: they had newly mounted. the guards, ver. 
rg. that the.centinels," being then -wakeful, might the fooner « 
difperfe the alarm.through the camp ;- which was the beft fer 
vice they. could .do him. LA, 
_. Three ways Gideon contrived to ftrike a terror upon this « 
army, and fo put them into confufion. 1. With a great noife:’ 

: Every, 


> 


Lost 


eae oe eee Tee 
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Bevery man mult blow his trumpet in the-moft terrible manner 
he could, .and clatter an earthen pitcher to pieces at the fame 
time. - Probably each dafhed his pitcher to his next man’s, 
and fo they were broken both together; which would not on- 
ly make a great crafh, but was a figure of what would be the 
eifeéts of the fright, even the Midianites killing one another. 
2, With a great blaze: The lighted torches were hid in the 


pitchers, like a candle under a bufhel, until they came to the — 


camp; and then being taken out all together of a fudden, would 
make a glaring fhew, and run through the camp like a flafh of 
lightning. Perhaps with thefe they fet fome of the tents in 
the outfide of the camp on fire, which would very much in- 
crealé the-confufion. 3. With a great fhout: Every man muft 
‘ery, Mor the Lord, and for Gideon ; fo fome think it fhould 
be read, ver. 18. for there the fword is not in the original 5 
but it is, ver..20. Lhe fword of the-Lord, and of Gideon. “It 
fhould feem he borrowed the word from the Midianite’s dream, 
ver. 14. It is the fqword of Gideon, Finding bis name ‘was 
a terror to them, he thus improves it againft them} but prefixes 
the name of Jenovan, as the figure, without which his own 
as but an infignificant cypher. This would put life into his. 
‘own men, who might well take courage, when they had fuch a 
God as Jehovah, and fuch a man as Gideon, both to fight for, 
and to fight for them. Well might they follow who had fuch 
Jeaders. It would likewife put their enemies into a fright, 
who had of old heard of Jenovan’s great name, and of late of 
‘Gideon’s. ‘The fword of the Lord is allin all to the fuccefs 
of the fword of Gideon; -yet the fword of Gideon muft be 
employed. Men the inftruments, and God the principal agent, 
muft both be confidered in their places ; bat men, the greateft 
and beft, always in fubferviency and fubordination to God. 
This army was to be defeated purely by terrors 5 and thofe are 
sefpecially the fword of the Lord. Thefe foldiers, if they had 
{words by their fides, that was all, they had none in their 
“hands; but they gained the victory by fhouting the fword. So 
-the church’s enemies are routed by @ fword out of the mouth, 
Ricyoxdx. Drees . 

Now, this method here taken of defeating the Midianites, 
may be alluded to, (1.) As typifying the deftruction of the 
-devil’s kingdom in the world, by the preaching of the everlalt- 
ing gofpel, the founding of that trumpet, and the holding forth 


of that light out of earthen veffels, for fuch the minifters of the | 


gofpel are, in whom the treafure of that light is depofited, 2 Cor. 


iv. 6, 7. Thus God chofe the foolifh things of the world to 
confound the wife,a barley-cake to overthrow the tents of Mi- | 


~ dian, that the excellency of the power might be of God only. The 


_.excite them to fight one another, and holding out his torch to _ 


‘gofpel is a fword, not in the hand, but in the mouth; the 
[word of the Lord, and of Gideon, of God and Jefus Chrift, 
him that fits on the throne and the Lamb. (2.) As repre- 
fenting the terrors of the great day. So the excellent Bifhop 


Hall applies it. If thefe pitchers, trumpets, and firebrands, did 


fo daunt and difmay the proud troops of Midian and Amalek, 
‘who fhall be able to fland before the laft terror, when the trum- 
pet of the archangel fhall found, the elements fhall be ona 


flame, the heavens pafs away with a great noife, and the Lord — 


-himfelf fhall defcend -with a fhout ? 

2. The wonderful fuccefs of this alarm. The Midianites 
were fhouted out of their lives, as’ the walls of Jericho were 
fhouted down; that Gideon might fee what he lately defpaired 


of ever feeing, the wonders that their fathers told them of. Gi-_ 


deon’s foldiers obferved their orders, and food every man in 
bis place round about the camp, ver. 21. founding his trumpet to 


light them totheir ruin. T hey did not rush intothehoft of Midian, 
as gtcedy either of blood or fpoil; but patiently ftood fhill to 
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jee the falvation of the Lord, a fal¥ation purely of his own work- 


*,” va 


ing. Obferve how the defign took effect.” 

if, They feared the Ifraclites ;. 4// the 
the alarm: it flew like lightning through ali their lines; and 
they ran, and cried, and fled, ver. 21. There was fomething 
natural in this fright: we may fuppofe they had not had intel. 
ligence of the great diminution of Gideon’s army, but rather 
concluded, that, fince their laft advices, it had been growing 
greater and greater ; and therefore had reafon to fufpect, know- 
ing how odious and grievous. they had made themielves, «and 
what bold fteps had been taken towards the throwing off of 


their yoke, that it was a very great army which was to be ufh- 


ered in with all thofe trampeters and torch-bearers._ But there 


was more of a fupernatural power imprefling this terror upon - 


them: God himfelf gave it the fetting on, to fhew how that 
promife fhould have been fulfilled, if they had not forfeited it, 


One of you fhall chafe a thoufand. See the power of imagina-_ 


tion, and how much it may become a terror at fome times, as 
at, other times it is a pleafure. ear 


2d/y, They fell foul upon one another, ver. 22. The Lord 


fet every man’s {word againf) his fellow. In this confufion, ob- 
ferving the trumpeters and torch-bearers to {tand {till without 
their camp, they concluded the body of the army had already 
entered, and was in their bowels, and therefore every one run 


at the next he met, though a friend, fuppofing him an enemy 5 — 
and one fuch miftake as that would occafion many; for then - 


he that flew him would'certainly be taken for an enemy, and 
would be difpatched prefently. It is our intereft to preferve 
fuch a command of our own fpirits, as never to be afraid with 
any amazement ; for we cannot. conceive what mifchiefs we 
thereby plunge ourfelves in. See alfo how God often makes 


the enemies of his church inftruments to deftroy one aro- | 


ther. 

tuated. Ei 
3dly, They fled for their lives. 

came, they were feafible of their miftake in fighting with one 


It is pity the church’s friends fhould ever be thus infa- 


another, and concluded, that, by this fatal error, they had a 
weakened themfelves, that now it was impoffible to: make any 


head againft Ifrael, and therefore made the beft of their way 
towatds their own country, though, for ought appears, the three 
hundred men kept their ground. The wicked flees when none purs 
fues, Prov. xxviii. 1. Terrors make him afraid on every fidey 
and drives him to his feet, Job xvi. 1h. eS ey Saag te 


2 3 And the men of Lfrael gathered eae 


together out of Naphtali, and out of Afher, and 


out of all Manaffeh, and’ purfued after the Mi- 
dianites. 24 4 And Gideon fent meflengers 
throughout all mount Ephraim, faying, Come 
down againft the Midianites, and take before 


hoft prefently took 


- Pethaps, when- day-light : 


ANS on 5 
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them the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. 


Then all the men of Ephraim gathered them-— 
felves together, and took the waters unto Be ae 


barah and Jordan. 25 And they took two 


reb and Zeeb to Gide 
dan. gh 


on on the ot 


o 


We have shere the profecution of this g orious, sidary. 
1. Gideon’s foldiers that had been difmiffed, and p 
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had begun to difperfe themfelves; upon notice of the enemy’s 
flight got together again, and vigoroufly purfued them whom 
they had not courage to face. The men of Hrael out of Naph- 
tali andeAfher who did this, ver. 23. were not fuch as now 
came from thofe diftant countries, but the fame that had lifted 
themfelves, chap. vi. 35. but had been cafhiered. They who 
were fearful, and afraid to fight, ver. 3. now took heart, when 
the worft was over, and were ready enough to divide the {poil, 


though backward to make the onfet. They alfo that might 


not fight, though they had a mind to it, and: were difbanded 
by order from God, did not as thofe, 2 Chron. xxv. 10, 13. 
return in great anger, but waited for an opportunity of doing 
fervice in purfuing the victory, though they were denied the 
honour of helping to force the lines. ite: 

2. The Ephraimites, upon ftimmons from Gideon, came in 
unanimoufly, and fecured the paifes over Jordan, by the feveral 
fords, to cut of the enemy’s retreat into their own country, 
that they might be entirely deftroyed, to prevent the like mif- 
chief to Ifrael another time. Now they had begun to fall, 
down with them, Efth. vi. 13. ~They took the waters, ver. 


(24. 4. e. potted themfelves along the river-fide; fo that the Mi- - 


‘dianites, who fled from thofe who purfued them, fell into the 
Anand of thofe that waited to intercept them. Here was fear; 
and the pit, and the fnare, Ya. xxiv. 17. 
"3. Two of the chief commanders of the hoft of Midian were 
taken and flain by the Ephraimites, on this fide Jordan, ver. 
25. Their names perhaps fignified their nature: Oreb fignifies 
a raven, and Zeeb a wolf, (Corvinus and Lupus). Thefe, in 
_ -their flight, had taken fhelter, one in a rock, (Ifa. ti. 21. Rev. 
owl. 15.), the other by a wine-prefs, (as Gideon for fear of them, 
. shad lately hid his corn by a wine-prefs, chap. vi. 1 1.) But 
* -the places of their fhelter were made the places of their flaugh- 
ter, and the memory of it*preferved to pofterity in the names 
of the places, to their’ perpetual infamy: Here fel/ the princes 
' .of Midian, ETRE 
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| <Lhis chapter gives us a further account of Gideon’s vidory over 
+» the Midianites, with the refidue of the flory of his life and go- 
-wernment. 1. Gideon prudently pacifieth the offended Eph- 
» raimites, ver. 1,—3. 1. He bravely purfues the flying Mi- 
+ chanites, ver. 4, 10,—12.~ IIL. He jujlly chaftifeth the in- 
» folence of the men of Succoth and Penuel, who bafely abufed 
him, ver. 5.9. and were reckoned with for it, ver. 1 = 


re 17. IV. He honourahly flays the tao kings of Midian, ver. 


18,—21. V. After all this, he modeftly declines the govern- | 


ment of Irael, ver. 22,23. VI. He foolifely gratified the 
. fuperftitious humour of his people, by fetting up an ephod in his 
) own city, which proves_a great fnare, veri 24,—27. VII. 
He kept the country quiet forty years, ver. 28. VIII. He 
died in honour, and left a numerous family behind him, ver. 
* 29,32. IX. Both he and his God were foon forgotten by 
ungrateful Lfrael, ver. 33,—35. ; : 
’ & ND the men of Ephraim faid unto him, 
A ~ Why haft thou ferved us thus, that thou 
calledft us not when thou wenteft to fight with 
_ the Midianites? and they did chide with him 

fharply. 2 And he faid unto them, What have 
_ I done now in comparifon of you? Js not the 
gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim, better than 
the vintage of Abiezer? 3 God hath delivered 
into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb 
and Zeeb: and what was I able to do in com- 

Vou. Il. 


parifon of you? Then their anger was abated 
toward him, when he had {aid that. 


No fooner were the Midianites, the'common enemy, fubdu- 
ed, but, through’ the-violence of fome hot fpirits, the children 
of Ifrael are ready-to quarrel among themfelves. An unhap- 
py park was ftruck, which, if Gideon-had not, with a great 
deal of wifdom and grace, extinguifhed prefently, might have 
broke out into a flame of fatal confequence. The Ephraimites, 
when they brought the heads of Oreb and Zecb to Gideon as 
general, inftead of congratulating his fuccefles, and addrefling 
him with thanks for his great fervices, as they ought to have 
done, picked a quarrel with him, and grew very hot upon it. 

1. Their accufation was very peevifh and unreafonable: 
Why digft thou not call us when thou wenteft to fight with the 
Midianites 2 ver. 1. Ephraim was brother to Manaffeh, Gi- 
deon’s-tribe, and had had the pre-eminence in Jacob’s blefling, 
and in Mofes’s; and therefore was very jealous of Manafleh, 
left that tribe fhould at any time eclipfe the honour of theirs. 
Hence we find Manafeh againf! Ephraim, and Ephraim againft 
Manafh, Wa. ix. 21. A brother offended is harder to be won 
than a firong city 3 and their contentions are like the bars of a 
cafile, Prov. xviii. 19. But how unjuft was their quarrel with 
Gideon? They were angry he did not fend for them to begin 
the attack upon Midian, but only to follow the blow: Why 
were not they called to lead the van? The poft of honour they, 
thought belonged to them. But, (1.) Gideon was called of 
God, and muft act as he dire&ted. He neither took the ho- 
nour to himfelf, nor did he difpofe of honours himfelf, but left 
it to God to do all: fo that the Ephraimites in this quarrel 
reflected upon the divine conduct ; and what was Gideon, that 
they murmured againft him? (2.) Why did not the Ephraim- 
ites offer themfelves willingly to the fervice? They knew 
the enemy was in their country, and had heard of the forces 
that were. in raifing to oppofe them; to which they ought to 
have joined themfelves, in zeal for the common caule, though 
they had not a formal invitation. Thofe feek themfelves more 
than God that ftand-upon a point of honour, to excufe them- 
felves from doing real fervice to God and their generation. In 
Deborah’s time there was a root of Ephraim, chap. v.14. Why 
did not that appear now? The cafe itfelf called them ; they 
needed not wait for a call from Gideon. (3.) Gideon had 
faved their credit in not calling him. If he had fent for them 
in, no doubt many of them would / have gone back with the 
faint-hearted, or been difmiffed with the lazy lubberly drinkers; 
{o that, by not calling them, he prevented the putting of thofe 
flurs upon them. Cowards will feem valiant when the danger 
is over, but thofe confult their reputation who try not their cou- 
rage when danger is _near.- - 

2. Gideon’s anfwer was very calm and peaceable, and was 
intended, not fo much to juftify himfelf, as to pleafe and pacify 
them, ver. 2, 3. He anfwers them, (1.) With a great deal of 
mecknefs and temper; did not refent the affront, nor anfwer 
anger with anger, but mildly reafons the cafe with them; and 


- he won as true honour by this command which he had. over 


his own paflion, as by his viétory over the Midianites: He 
that is flow to anger, is better than the mighty. (2.) Witha 
great deal of modefty and humility, magnifying their perform- 
ances above his own. - Ls not the gleaning of the grapes-of E- 
phraim, who picked up the ftragglers of the enemy, and cut off 
thofe. of them that efcaped, better than the vintage of Abiexer ;. 
a greater honour to them, and better fervice to the countrys 
than the firft-attack Gideon made upon them? The deftruc- 
tion of the church’s. enemies is compared to a vintage, Rev. 
xiv. 18. In this he owns their gleanings ‘better than his ga- 
therings. The improving of a victory is often more a 
o ro able 
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able, and of greater confequence, than the winning of it. In 
this they had fignalized themfelves, and their own courage and 
condué; or, rather, God had dignified them: for though, to 
magnify their atchieverhents, he is willing to diminifh his own 
performances, yet he will not take any flowers from God’s 
crown to adorn theirs with: God has dehvered into your hands 
the princes of Midian, and a great flaughter has been made of 
the enemy by your numerous hofts; and what was I able to 
do with three hundred men, zm comparifon of you, and your 
brave exploits? Gideon ftands here a very great example of 
felf-denial ; and the inftance fhews us, [1.] That humility is 
the beft way to put by envy. It is true, even right works are 
often envied, Eccl. iv. 4.» Yet they are not fo apt to be fo, 
when thofe who do them appear not to be proud of them. 
They are malignant, indeed who feek to caft thofe down from 
their excellency that humble and abafe themfelves. [2.] It 
is likewife the fureft method of ending ftrife; for only by pride 
cometh contention, Prov. xiii. 1c. _[3.] Humility is moft ami- 
able and admirable in the midft of great attainments and ad- 
yancements. Gideon’s conquefts did greatly fet off his con- 
‘ defcenfions. [4.] It is the proper act-of humility, to efeem 
others better than ourfelves, and in honour to prefer one another. 

Now, what was the iffue of this controverfy? The Eph- 
raimites had chid with him Jbarply, ver. 1. forgetting the re- 
fpe&t owing to their general, and one whom God had honour- 
‘ed, and giving vent to their paflion in a very indecent liberty of 
fpeech, a certain fign of a weak and indefenfible caufe. Rea- 
fon runs low when the chiding flies high. But Gideon’s /oft 
anfwer turned away their wrath, Prov. xv. 1. Their anger 
was abated towards him, ver. 3. It is intimated, that they re- 
tained fome refentment; but he prudently overlooked it, and 
let it cool by degrees. Very great and good men muft expect 
to have their patience tried, by the unkindneffes and follies e- 
yen of thofe they ferve, and muft not think it {trange. 


44 And Gideon came to Jordan, and paffed 
over, he and the three hundred men that were 
with him, faint, yet purfuing zhem. 5 And he 


faid unto the men of Succoth, Give, I pray you, — 


loaves of bread unto the people that follow me, 
for they be faint, and I am purfuing after ‘Ze- 
bah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian. 
the princes of Succoth faid, dre the hands of 
‘Lebah and ‘Zalmunna now in thine hand, that 


-we fhould give bread unto thine army? 7 And- 


Gideon faid; Therefore when the Lorp hath 
delivered Zebah and Zalmunna into mine hand, 
then I will tear your flefh with the thorns of 
the wildernefs, and with briers. 8 And. he went 
up thence to Penuel, and {pake unto them like- 
wife: and the men of Penuel anfwered him, as 
the men of Succoth had anfwered bim. o And 
he fpake alfo unto the men of Penuel, faying, 
When I come again in peace, I will break down 
this tower. 109 Now Zebah and ‘Zalmunna 
were in Karkor, and their hofts with them, a- 
bout fifteen thoufand men, all that were left of 
all the hofts of the children of-the eaft: for 


there fell an hundred and twenty thoufand men | 


that drew fword. 11 | And Gideon went up 
y the way of them that dwelt in tents, on the 


] WD Ge & , 
eaft of Nobah, and Jogbehah, and fmote the _ 
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hott: for the hoft was fecure.’ 12 And when 


Zebah and ‘Zalmunna fled, he purfued after 


them, and took the two kings of Midian, ‘Lebah 
and Zalmunna, and difcomfited all the hoft. 
13 § And Gideon the fon of Joath returned 
from battle before the fun was up, 14 And 
caught a young man of the men of Succoth, 
and inquired of him: and he defcribed unto 
him the, princes of Succoth, and the elders 
thereof, even threefcore and feventeen men. 
15 And he came unto the men of Succoth, and 
faid, Behold, Zebah and Zalmunna, with whom 
ye did upbraid me, faying, re the hands of 
Zebah and Zalm&nna now in thine hand, that 
we fhould give bread unto thy men that are 
weary? 
and thorns of the wildernefs, and briers,and with 
them-he taught the men of Succoth. 17 And 
he beat down the tower of Penuel, and flew the 
men of the:city. — . 
In thefe verfes we have, ies, 

. 3. Gideon, as a valiant genetal, purfuing the remaining Mi - 
dianites, and bravely following his blow. 
ter was made of the enemy at firft, one hundred and twenty 
thoufand men that drew fword, ver. 190. Such a terrible 
execution did they make among themfelves, and fo eafy a prey 
were they to Ifrael. But it feems the two kings of Midian- 
being better provided than the reft for an efcape, with fifteen 


thoufand men got over Jordan before the pafies could be fecu-. ” 


red by the Ephraimites, and made towards their own country. 


Gideon thinks he doth not fully execute his commiflion to. 


fave Ifrael, if he let them efcape. He is not content to chafe 
them out of the country; but he will chafe them out of the 
world, Job xviii. 18. This generous defign is here puthed 
on with great refolution, and crowned with great fuccefs. 

if, His refolution was very exemplary, and effected his. 


purpofe under the greateft difadvantages and difcouragements - 


that could be. (1.) He took none with him but his three 
hundred men, who now laid afide their trumpets and torches, 
and betaok themfelves to their fwords and fpears.. God had. 
faid, By thefe three hundred men will I fave you, chap. vii. 7; 
And confiding in that promife, Gideon kept to them only, ver... 
4. He expected more from three hundred men,  fupported: 
by a particular promife, than from fo many thoufands fupported. 
only by their own valour. (2.) They were faint, and yet pur-. 
fuing ; much fatigued with what they had done, and yet eager: 
to do more againft the enemies of their country. Our fpiritu- 
al warfare muft thus be profecuted with what {trength we have,. 
though we have but little: it is many a time the true Chrifti-. 
an’s cafe, fainting and. yet purfuing. (3.) ‘Though he met 
with difcouragement from thofe of his own people ; was jeered- 
for what he was doing, as going about what he could never - 
accomplifh ; yet he went on with it. If thofe that fhould be. 


out helpers in the way of our duty, prove hindrances to us). . 

- let not that drive us off from it. : to 
lue God’s acceptance, that know not how to defpife the re. 
proaches and contempts of men. (4,) He made a very long. 
‘march by the way of them that dwelt in tents, ver.11. Either 
becaufe he hoped to find them kinder to him than the men of. 
- Succoth and Penuel, that dwelt in walledtowns. (Sometimes. 


- ee Ng there. 


a * 


16 And he took the elders of the city, 


A very great flaugh- ~ 


i 


Thofe know not how to va-. ” 


~ 
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there is more generofity and charity found in country-tents, 
than in city-palaces). Or, becaufe that was a road in which 
he would be leaft expected; and therefore that way it would 
be the greater furprife to them. 
pains to complete his victory. Now he found it an advantage 
to have his three hundred men, fuch as could bear hunger, 
and thirft, and toil. It thould feem he fet upon them by 
night, as he had done before; for the hoff was fecure. The 
fecurity of finners oft proves their ruin; and dangers are moft 
fatal when leaft feared. 

2dly, His fuccefs was very encouraging to refolution and 
induftry in a good caufe. He routed the army, ver. 11. and 
took the two kings prifoners, ver. 12. Note, The fear of the 
wicked it fhall come upon him, They that think to run from 
the fword of the Lord and of Gideon, do but run upon it. If 


’ he flee from the iron-weapon, yet the bow of feel foal frrike him 


\ 


through ; for evil purfueth finners. 

2. Here is Gideon, as a righteous judge, chaftifing the in- 
folence of the difaffeéted Ifraelites, the men of Succoth, and 
the men of Penuel, both in the tribe of Gad, on the other fide 
Jordan.) 2 
_ iff, Their crime was great. Gideon witha handful of fee- 


ble folk, was purfuing the common enemy, to complete the de- “ 
liverance of Irael. His way leads him through the city of Suc- — 


coth firft, and afterwards of Penuel: he expeéts not that the 
magiftrates fhould meet him in their formalities, congratulate 
his victory, prefent him with the keys of their city, give hima 
treat ; much lefs that they fhould fend forces in to his affift- 
ance, though he had reafon to expett all this ; but he only begs 
fome neceflary food for his foldiers, that were ready to faint 
for want; and he doth it very humbly and importunately, 


Give, I pray you, loaves of bread unto the people that follow me, 


ver. 5. The requeft had been reafonable, if they had been but 
poor travellers in diftrefs: but confidering that they were fol- 
diers, called, and chofen, and faithful, Rev. xvii. 4. men whom 
God had greatly honoured, and whom Ifrael was highly obli- 
ged to, that had done great ferviee to their country, and were 
now doing more, that they were conquerors, and had power to 
put them under contribution, that they were fighting God's 


battles and Ifrael’s ; nothing could be more juft, than that they 


fhould furnifh them with the beft provifions their city afforded. 
But the princes of Succoth neither feared God, nor regarded 
man. For, (1.) In contempt of God, they refufed to anfwer 
the juft demands of him whom God had raifed up to fave them, 
affronted him, bantered him, defpifed the fuccefs he had alrea- 
dy been honoured with, defpaired of the fuccefs of his prefent 


undertaking ; did what they could to difcourage him in profe- 


cuting the war, and were very willing to believe that the re- 
maining forces ‘of Midian, which they had now feen march 


through their country, would be too hard for him. Are the — 
hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand? No, nor | 
‘never will be; fo they conclude, judging by the difpropor- 
tion of numbers. (2.) The bowels of their compaffion were — 


Sout up againft their brethren : they were as deftitute of love as 


they were of faith; would not give mor/els of bread (fo fome 
read it) to them that were ready to perifh. Were thefe prin- _ 
ces? were thefe Ifraelites ?- unworthy of either title ; bafe and | 


degenerate men. Surely they were worfhippers of Baal, or in 


the interefts of Midian. The men of Penuel gave the fame — 
anfwer to the fame requeft, defying the fword of the Lord and 


of Gideon, ver. 8. ee 
~ 2dly, The warning he gave them of the punifhment of their 
crime was very fair. (1.) He did not punifh it immediately, 


becaufe he would not lofe fo much time from the purfuit of the | 


enemy that were flying from him, becaufe he would not feem 
to do it in a heat of paflion; and becaufe he would do it more 


eo: D> ¢ hs 


It is evident, he fpared no, 
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to their confufion, when he had completed his undertaking, 


which they thought impracticable. But, (2.) He told them 
how he would punifh it, ver. 7,9. to fhew the confidence he had 


_ Of fuccefs in the ftrength of God; and thatif they had the leaft_ 


grain of’ grace and confideration left, they might, upon fecond 
thoughts, repent of their folly, humble themfelves, and contrive 
how to atone for.it, by fending after him fuccours and fupplies ; 
which if they had done, no doubt, Gideon would have par- 
doned them. God gives notice of danger, and fpace to re- 
pent, that finners may lee from the wrath to come. 

3dly, The warning being flighted, the punifhment, though 
very fevere, was really very juft. (1.) The princes of Suc- 
coth were firft made examples. Gideon got intelligence of 
their number, feventy-feven mea ; their names and places of a- 
bode, which were defcribed in writing to him, ver. 14. And, 
to their great furprife, when they thought he had fcarce over- 
taken the Midianites, he was returned a conqueror. His 
three hundred men were now the minifters of his juftice, fe- 
cured all thefe princes, brought them before Gideon, who 
fhewed them his royal captives in chains: Thefe are the men 
you thought me an unequal match for, and. would give me no 
affiftance in the purfuit of, ver. 15. And he punifhed them 
with thorns and-briers, but, it fhould feem, not unto death. 
With thefe, [1.] He tormented their'bodies, either by fcour- 
ging, or rolling them in the thorns and briers ; fome way or o- 
ther he tore their flefh, ver. 7. Thofe hall have judgment 
without mercy, that.have fhewed no mercy. Perhaps he ob- 


ferved them to be foft and delicate men, who defpifed him and. 


his company for their roughnefs and hardinefs ; and therefore 
Gideon thus mortified them for their effeminacy. [2.] He 
inftruéted their minds: With thefe 4e taught the men of Suc- 
coth, ver. 16. The correction he gave them was intended, not 
for deftruétion, but wholefome difcipline, to make them wifer 
and better for the future. He made them know, fo the word is; 
made them know themfelyes and their folly, God and their 
duty ; made them know who Gideon was, fince they would. 
not know by the fuccefs wherewith God had crowned him. 
Note, Many are taught by the briers and thorns of affliction. 
that would not learn otherwife. God gives wifdom by the 
rod ; and reproof chaftens and teachesy and by correction opens 
the ear to difcipline. Our blefled Saviour, though he were a 
Son, yet /earned obedience by the things which he fuffered, Heb. 
v. 8. Let every pricking brier, and grieving thorn, efpecially 
when it becomes a thorn in the flefh, be thus interpreted, thus 
improved: By this God defigns to teach me 3, what good Jef- 
fon fhall I learn? (2.) Penuel’s doom comes next; and, it 
fhould feem, he ufed them more feverely than the other, for 
good reafon, no doubt, ver.17. [1.] He deat down their 
tower, of which they gloried, in which they trufted’; and per- 
haps fcornfully advifed Gideon, and his men, rather to fecure 
themfelves in that, than to purfue the Midianites. What men 
make their pride, the ruin of it is juftly made their fhame. 
[2.] He flew the men of the city ; not all, perhaps not the el- 
ders or princes; but thofe that had affronted him, and thofe 
only. He flew fome of the men of the city that were moft 
infolent and abufive, for terror tothe reft ; and fo he saughy the 
men of Penuel. 

18 Then faid he unto Zebah and Zalmun- 
na, What manner of men were they whom ye 
flew at Tabor? And they anfwered, As thou 
art, fo were they, each one refembled the chil- ° 
dren of a king.. 19 And he faid, They were 
my brethren, even the fons of my mother: as 
the Lorn liveth, if ye had faved them alive, I 

vc Se Ferenc would 
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would not flay you. +20 And he faid unto Je- 
ther, his firft-born, Up, and flay them : but the 
youth drew not his fword: for he feared, be- 
caufe he was yet a youth. 21 Then Zebah 
and ‘Zalmunna faid, Rife thou, and fall upon 
us: for as the man is, /o is his ftrength. And 
Gideon arofe, and flew Zebah and Zalmunna, 
and took. away the ornaments that were on 
their camels necks. ; 


Fudgment began at the houfe of God, in the juft correétion 
of the men of Succoth and Penuel, who were- Ifraelites ; but 
it did not-end there. The kings of Midian, when they had 
ferved to demont{trate Gideon’s victories, and grace his tri- 
umphs, muft now be reckoned with. 

1. They are indiéted for the murder of Gideon’s brethren, 
fome time ago at mount Tabor.. When the children of Hfrael, | 
for fear of the Midianites, made them dens in the mountains, 
chap. vi. 2. thofe young men, it is likely, took fhelter in that 
mountain, where they were found by thefe two kings, and moft 
bafely and barbaroufly flain in cold blood. When he afks 
them, What manner of men they were? ver. 18. it is not be- 
caufe he was uncertain of the thing, or wanted proof of it ; 
he was not fo little concerned for his brethrens blood, as not to 
inquire -it out before now ; nor were thefe proud tyrants folici- 
tous to conceal it: but he puts that queftion to them, that, 
by their acknowledgment of the more than ordinary comelinefs 
of the perfons they flew, their crime might appear the more hei- 
nous, and confequently their punifhment the more righteous. 
They could not but own, that though they were found ina 
mean and abje& condition, yet they had an unufual greatnefs 
and majefty in their countenances, not unlike Gideon himfelf 
at this time; they re/embled the children of -a king, born for 
fomething great. ; 

2. Being found guilty of this murder by their own confeflion, 
Gideon, though he might have put them to death, as Lfrael’s 
judge, for the injuries done to that people in general, as Oreb 
~ and Zeeb, chap. vi. 25.; yet he chufeth rather to put on the 
charactereof an avenger of blood, as next of kin to the perfons 
- flain. They were my brethren, ver. 19. Their other crimes 
might have been forgiven, at leaft Gideon would not have flain 


them himfelf, let them have anfwered it to the people ; but — 


the voice of his brethrens blood cries, cries to him, now it is in 
the power of his hand to avenge it ;.and therefore there is no 
gemedy ; by him mutt their blood be shed, though they were 
kings. Little did they think to have heard of this fo long af- 
ter; but murder feldom goes unpunifhed in this life. 

3 The execution is done by Gideon himfelf with his own 
hand, becaufe he was the avenger of blood: He bid his fon 
flay them, for he was a near relation to the perfons murdered, 
and fitteft to be his father’s fubftitute and _reprefentative 5, and 
he would thus train him up to the aéts of juftice and boldnefs, 
ver. 20. But, (1.) The young man-himfelf defired to be ex- 
cufed; he feared, though they were bound and could make no 
refiltance, Lecaufe he was yet a youth, and not ufed to fuch 
work. Courage doth not always run in a blood. (2.) The 


prifoners themfelves defired that Gideon wonld excufe it, ver. | 


21.3; begged, if they mult die, they might die dy his own hand, 
which would be fomewhat more honourable to them, and more 
eafy} for by his’ great ftrength they would fooner be difpatched 
and rid out of their pain. 4s is the man, fo is his frength. Ei- 
ther they mean it of themfelves, they were men of fuch ftrength 


as called for a better hand than that young man’s to overpower 


quickly ; or of Gideon, Thou art at thy full {trength, he is not ° 
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yet come to it, therefore be thou the executioner. From thofe. 4 
that are grown up to maturity, it is expected, that what they 
do in any fervice, be done with fo much the more ftrength. 
Gideon difpatched them prefently, and feized the ornaments 
that were on their camels necks, ornaments like the moon; fo it 
is in the margin ; either badges of their royalty, or perhaps of 
their idolatry ; for Afhtaroth was reprefented by the moon, as 
Baal by the fun. With thefe he took all their other ornaments, _ 
as appears, ver. 26.; where we find he did not put them to fo 
good a ufe asone would have wifhed. The deftruction of thefe 
two kings, and that of the two princes, chap. vii. 25. is long 
after pleaded as a precedent in prayer for the ruin of other the 
church’s enemies, Pfal. Ixxxiti. 11. Make their nobles like Oreb 
and Zeeb, and all their princes as Zebah and Zalmunna; \et 
them all be cut off in like manner. wy" pa diet 
22 4 Then the men of Ifrael faid unto Gi- 
deon, Rule thou over us, both thou, and thy 
fon, and thy fon’s fon alfo: for thou haft deli- 
vered us from the hand of Midian. 23And — 
Gideon faid unto them, I will not rule over you, 
neither fhall my fon rule over you: the Lorp 
fhall rule over you. 24 And Gideon aid un- 4 
to them, I would defire a requeft of you, that ~ 
you would give meevery man the ear-rings of 
his prey: (for they had golden ear-rings, be- — 
caufe they were Ifhmaelites) 25 Andthey an- 
fwered, We will willingly give them. And ~ 
they {pread a garment, and did caft therein, e- 
very man the ear-rings of his prey. 26 And 
the weight of the golden ear-rings that he re- 
quefted, was a thoufand and feven ‘hundred 


/bekels of gold, befide ornaments, and collars, 
ngs of | 
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and purple raiment that was on the ki 


| Midian, and befide the chains that wére about 


their camels necks. .27 And Gideon made an 
ephod thereof, and put it in his city, even in 
Ophrah; and all Ifrael went thither a-whoring 
after it: which thing became a fnare unto Gi- 
deon, and to his houfe. 28 4 Thus was Midi- 
an fubdued before the children of Ifrael, fo 
that they lifted up their heads no more: and 


_ the country was in quietnefs forty years in the- 


appears to. have fa great an intereft.in hea 
kindnefs for this earth? We are delive 
him. weithaut far, Lake ix 24s 15. 
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done of him to refufe it, ver. 23. Davill not rule over yous 
What he did was with a defign to ferve them, not to rule them; 


to make them fafe, eafy, and happy, not to make himfelf great - 


or honourable. And as he was not ambitious of grandeur 
himfelf; fo he did not covet to entail it upon his family: Jfy 
fon feall not rule over you,-either while I live, or when {1 am 
gone: but the Lord foall {till rule over you,-and con{titute your 
jedges by the fpecial defignation of his own Spirit, as he has 
done. This fpeaks, [1.] His modefty, and the mean opinion 
he had of himfelf and his own merits. He thought the ho- 
nour of doing good was recompenfe enough for all his fervices, 
which needed not be rewarded with the honour of bearing 
fway. He that is greate/t, let him be your minifler. 
“piety, and the great opinion he had of God’s government. 
Perhaps he difcerned in the people a diflike of the theocracy, 
or divine regimen, and a defire of a king like the nations, and 
thought his merits a colourable pretence to move for this change 
of government. But Gideon would by no means admit it, 
No good man can be pleafed in any honour done. to himéfelf, 
which ought to be peculiar to God. Were ye baptized in the 
‘name of Paul? 1 Cor, i. 13. 

2. Gideon’s irregular zeal to perpetuate the remembrance 
of this victory, by an ephod, made of the choicett of the {poils. 
(1.) He afked the men of Ifrael to give him the ear-rings of 
their prey ; for fuch ornaments they {tripped the flain of in a- 


bundance. . Thefe he demanded, either becaufe they were the - 


fineft gold, and.therefore fittelt for a religious ufe, or ~becaufe 
they had had as earings fome fuperftitious fignification, which 
___he thought too well of. Aaron called for the ear-rings to 
_ “make the golden calf of, Exod. xxxii. 2. Thefe Gideon 
_begged, ver. 24. And he had reafon enough to think that 

_ they who offered hima crown, when he declined it, would not 
deny him their ear-rings, when he begged them ; nor did they, 
ver. 25. (2.) He himfelf added the fpoil he took from the 
kings of Midian; which, it fhould feem, had fallen to his fhare, 
ver. 26. The generals had that part of the prey which was 
moft {plendid, the prey of divers colours, chap. v. 30. (3.) 
‘Of this he made an ephod, ver. 27. It was plaufible enough, 
and might be well intended to preferve a memorial of fo divine 
a victory in the judge’s own city. But it was a very unadvi- 
fed thing to-make that memorial to be an ephod, a facred gar= 
ment. I would gladly put the beft conftru@tion that~ can be 


upon the aétions of good men, and -fuch a one we are fure Gis | 


deon was. But we have reafon to fufpe& that this ephod had; 
as ufual, a teraphimannexed to it, Hof. iii, 4.5. and that he 
having an altar already, built by divine appointment, chap. vi: 
-26. which he erroneoufly imagined he might. ftill. ufe. for fa. 


crifice, he intended this for an oracle, to be confulted in doubt: 


fal cafes; fo the learned Dr Spencer fuppofes. Each tribe 
having now very much its government within itfelf, they were 


too apt to covet their religion among themfelves.. We read 


very little of Shiloh and the ark there, in all the {tory of the 


judges. Sometimes by divine difpenfation, and much. oftener: 
by the tranfgreffion of men, that law which: obliged them. to. 


worthip only at that one altar, feems not to have been fo reli- 
" ghoufly obferved as one would have expeéted ;.no more: than 
afterwards, when, in the réigns even of very good: kings, the 
high places were not taken away: from which we! may. infer, 
that ‘that law had a further reach as*a.type of Chrift, by whofe 
"mediation alone all our fervices are accepted. Gideon. there- 
; fore, through ignorance or inconfideration, finned in making 


__ this ephod, though he had a good intention in it. «Shiloh, it 
is true, was not far off; butit-was in Ephraim, and that tribe _ 


had lately difobliged: him, ver. 1.; which made him. perhaps 
- hot care to go fo often among them, as his occafions would 
- lead him, to confalt the oracle; and therefore he would have 


2 
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one nearer home. ~ Elowever this might be honeflly intended). 
and at firft did little hurt, yet, in procefs of time, [1.] d/raed 
went a-whoring aficr it; i. e they deferted'God’s altar and 
priefthood, being fend of change, and prone to idolatry, and 
having fome pretence to pay refpect to this ephod, becatfe fo 

good a man as Gideon had fet it up, and by degrees. their re- 
{pects toit grew more and more fuperftitious. Note, Many 

are led into. falfe ways by one falfe ftep of a good man. The 
beginning of fin, particularly of idolatry and will-worthip is as 

the letting forth of water ; fo it has been found in the fatal cor- 
rptions of the church of Rome ; therefore /eaveit off before it 

be meddled with. [2.] It became a fnare to Gideon himfelf, a-- 
bating his zeal for the houfe of God in his old age, and much 

more to his houfe, who were drawn by. it into. fin; and it 

proved the rnin of the family. 

3- Gideon’s happy agency for the repofe of Iftael, ver. 28. 
The Midtanites that had been fo vexatious, gave them no more 
difturbance : Gideon, though he would not affume the honour 
and power of a king, governed-as a judge, and did all the good 
offices he could for his people: fo that the country was in’ 
quictne/s forty years. Hitherto the times of Ifrael. had been 
reckoned by forties. Othniel judged forty years ; Ehud eighr - 
ty, jult two forties; Barak forty ; and now Gideon forty ;~ 
Providence fo ordering it, to bring-in mind of the. forty years- 
of their. wandering in the wildernefs :- Forty years long was {° 
grieved with this. generation. And fee Ezek. iv. 6. After. 
thefe Eli ruled forty years, 1 Sam. iv. 18.3; Samuel and Saul: 
forty, Adts xiii, 21.; David forty, and Solomon forty. Forty” 
years is about an age. 


. 29 And Jerubbaal the fon of Joafh went and’ 
dwelt in his own houfe. 30 And Gideon had’ 
threefcore and-tem fons of his body begotten :- 
for he had. many wives... 31 And: his concu. 
bine that was in-Shechem, ine alfo bare him a 
fon, whofe-name he called Abimelech.. 32 9 
And Gideon the fon of Joath died ina good 
old age, and was buried in the fepulchre of 
Joath his father, in Ophrah of. the Abi-ezrites. . 
33 And it came to pafs affoon-as-Gideon. was » 
dead, that the children. of Ifrael turned again, . 
and went: a-whoring after Baalim, and made - 
Baal-berith their. god.. 34 And the children» 
of Ifrael remembered not the. Lorp their. God,.. 
who had delivered. them out of the.hands of.all. 
their enemies on every fide :- 35-Neither fhewed.- 
they kindnefs to the houfe of Jernbbaal, name- 
ly, Gideon, according to ail the goodnefs which« 
he-had fhewed unto Ifrael. - / 


We have here the conclufion of the ftory of Gideons. 

1. He lived privately, ver. 29.; he was not puffed up with « 
his great honours, did not covet a palace or caftle to dwell in, . 
but retired to. the houfe he had lived in before his elevation. - 
‘Thus that brave Roman, who was called from thé plough upon : 
afudden occafion to.command the army, when the action -was : 
over, returned to.his plough again. ; P 

2. His family was multiplied. He had many wives; there-'- 
in he tranfgreffed the law ; by them he had feventy fons, ver. - 
30.; but one by a’ concubine, whom he» named- Abimelech, 
which fignifies*my father, a king, that proved the ruin of his = 
family; ver. 31. 

3+ He: 
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3. He died in honour, in a good old age, when he had liv- 
-ed as long as he was capable of ferving God and his countrys 
and who would defire to live any longer? And he was buried 


in the fepulchre of his fathers. 


4. After his death the people corrupted themfelves, and 


went all to naught. ‘As foon as ever Gideon was dead, who 
had kept them clofe to the worfhip of the God of Ifrael, they 
found themfelves under no reftraint, and then they went a- 
avhoring after Baalim, ver. 33- They went a-whoring firit 
after another ephod, ver. 27. which Gideon had himfelf given 
them too much the occafion of, and now they went a-whoring 
after another god. +Falfe worfhips made way for falfe deities. 
‘They now chofe anew god, (chap. v..8.), a god of a new 
name, Baal-berith; a goddefs, fay fome. Berith, fome think, 
was Berytus, the place where the Pheenicians worfhipped this 
vidol ; the Lord of a covenant, fo it fignifies, perhaps becaufe 
his worfhippers joined themfelves by covenant to him, in_imi- 
-tation of Ifrael’s covenanting with God ;, for the devil is God’s 
ape. In this revolt of Ifrael to idolatry, they fhewed, (1.) 
_ Great ingratitude to God, ver. 34. They rememhered not the 
Lord, not only who had delivered them into the hands_of their 
~ enemies, to punifh them for their idolatry, but who had alfo 
delivered them out of the hand of their enemies, to invite them 
back again into his fervice: both the judgments and the mer- 
cies were forgotten, and the impreflions of them loft. (2.) 
Great ingratitude to Gideon, ver. 35. A great deal of good- 
nef’ he had foewed unto I/rael, 28 a father to his country, for 
which they ought to have-been kind to his family when he 
“was gone ; for that is one way by which we ought to fhew 
ourfelves grateful to our friends and benefaétors, and may be 
-returning their kindnefles when they are in their graves. But 
Tfrael fhewed not this kindnefs to Gideon’s family, as we thall 
_ofind in the next chapter.- Thofe who forgot their God, no 
wonder if they forgot their friends. 


: i CEL oA ed 
‘The apoftafy of Tfrael after the death of Gideon ts puni/hed, 
not as the former apoftafies, by a foreign invafion, or the 
oppreffions of any neighbouring power, but by inteftine 
broils among themfelves ; which in this chapter we have 


the flory of 3 and it ts hard-to fay, whether their fin or . 


their mifery appears moff in it. Itis an account of the 
ufurpation and tyranny of Abimelech, who was baje fon 
to Gideon ; fo we muft call bim, and not, more modifply, 
bis natural fon, he was fo untike him. We are here told, 
I. How he thrufi bimfelf into the government at Shechem, 
bis own city, by fubtilty and cruelty, particularly by the 
murder of all bis brethren, ver. 1,—6. 11. How his 


doom was read in a parable by Fotbam, Gideon's young-. 


eft fon, vers 7,—-21. Il. What frrifes there were be- 


* gavéen Abimelech and his friends the Shechemites, ver. 225 | 


—41. 1V. How this ended in the ruin of the Shechem- 


ites, ver. 42,—49. and of Abimelech himfelf, vet. 50;—— | 


57- Of this meteor, this ignis fatuus of a prince, that was 

not a proteGor but a plague to bis country, we may fay, 

as once was faid of a great tyran', that he came in hike a 
fom; ruled like a lion, and died like a dog. For the tranf- 
~ greflion of a land, /veh are the princes thereof 


ND Abimelech the fon of Jerubbaal went | 

4 to Shechem, unto his mother’s brethren, — 

and communed with them, and with all the fa-. 
mily of the hqufe of his mother’s father, faying, | 

2, Speak, I pray you, in the ears of -all the men | 

‘< .of Shechem, Whether is better for you, either, 


| J Ue Sees. f 


of his relation tothem ; Verbum fapienti ;\ 
your bone and your flefb. The plot. took: wonderfull 
Sof 
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that all the fons of Jerubbaal (which are three- 
fcore and ten perfons) reign over you, or that 
one reign over you? remember alfo. that I am 
your bone and your flefh. 3 And his mother’s 
brethren fpake of him in the ears of all the 
men of Shechem all thefe words: and their 
hearts inclined to follow Abimelech ; for they 
faid, He is our brother. 4 And they gave him 
threefcore and ten pieces of filver, out of the » 
houfe of Baal-berith: wherewith Abimelech hi- 


red vain and light perfons, which followed him. — 


s And he went unto his father’s houfe at Oph- . 
rah, and flew his brethren, the fons of Jerub- 
baal, being threefcore and ten perfons, upon one. 
ftone: notwithftanding, yet Jotham the young- 

eft fon of Jerubbaal was left; for he hid him- ~ 
felf. 6 Andall the men of Shechem gathered — 
together, and all the houfe of Millo, and went 
and.made Abimelech king, by the plain of the 


pillar that was in Shechem. . 


We are here told by what arts Abimelech got into the fad- _ 
dle, and made himfelf great. His mother, perhaps, had inftil- 
led into his mind fome towering ambitious thoughts, and the 
name his father gave him carrying royalty im it, might help to 
blow up thefe fparks: and now he has buried his father, no- 
thing will ferve his proud fpirit, but he-will fucceed him in the 
government of Ifrael, direétly contrary to his father’s will, for 
he had declared uo fon of his fhould rule over them. He had 
no call from God to this honour, as his father had; nor was 
there any prefent occafion for a judge to deliver Ifrael,as there 
was when his father was advanced; but his own ambition muft 
be gratified, and that is all he aims at... Now obferve here, 

1. How craftily he got his mother’s relations into his inte. 
refts. Shechem was a city in the tribe of Ephraim of great 
note. » Jofhua had held his laft parliament there. If that city 
would but appear for him, and fet him up, he thought it would 
go far in his favour. ‘here he had an intereft in the family — 
of which his mother was, and by them he made an intereft in 
the leading men of the city. It doth not appear that any of 
them had an eye to him as a man of merit, that had any thing 
to recommend him to fuch a choice ; but the motion came firf 
from himfelf. None would have dreamed of making fach a 
fellow as he king, if he had not dreamed of it himfelf. And 
fee here, (1.) How he wheedled them into the choice, Ver. 2 
3. He bafely fuggelted, that Gideon having left feventy fons 


.that made a good figure, and had a goed intereft, they were 


defigning to keep the power which their father had in their 
hands, and by a joint influence to reign over Ifrael : now, faith 
he, you had better have one king than more, than many, tham 
fo many. Affairs of ftate are belt managed by a fingle, perfon, 
ver. 2:. We have no reafon to think, that any or all o 
deon’s fons had the leaft intention to reign: over’ Ifrael 


_ were of their father’s mind, that the Lord jhould rei over 


> infinuates, 


them, and they were not called of him; yet this 


to pave the way to’ his: own pretenfion 
defign il] themfelves, are commonly moft apt t 
thers defign ill. As for himfelf, he only puts the 
Rememb 


magiltrates. of Shechem were pleafed to think f their city t eing en 
a royal city, and the metropolis of Tfrael; and therefore they — 
ree See Aim 
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“inclined to follow him ; Sor they faid, He is our brother, and his 
advancement will be our advantage. (2.) How he got money 
from them to bear the charges of his pretenfions, ver.4. They 
gave him feventy pieces of filver: it is not faid what the value 
of thefe pieces was: fo many fhekels was lefs, and fo many ta- 
Jents more, than we can well imagine ; therefore it is fuppofed 
they were-each a pound weight. ° But they gave it out of the 
houfe of Baal-berith, ze. out of the public treafury, which, out 

_ of refped to their idol, they depofited in his temple to be pro- 
tected by him; or out of the offerings that had been made to 
“that idol, which: they hoped would profper the better-in his 
hands for its having been confecrated to their god. How ua- 
fit was he to reign over Ifrael, becaufe unlikely to defend them, 
who, inftead of reftraining and punifhing idolatry thus early, 
made himfelf a penfioner to an idol? (3.) What foldiers he 

1 lifted: he hired iato his fervice vain and light perfons 3 the 
{cum and {coundrels of the country ; men of broken fortunes, 
giddy heads, and profligate lives. None but fuch would own 
him, and they were fittelt to ferve his purpofe. Like leader, 
hike'followers. . 


2. How cruelly he got his father’s fons out of the way. "The. 


firft thing he did with the rabble he headed, was to kill all his 
_ brethren at once, publicly, and in cold blood, threefcore and 
ten men,. one only efcaping, all flain upon one ftone. See in 
this bloody tragedy, (1.) The power of ambition; what beafts 


_it will turn men into; how it will break through all theties of, 


natural affeftion, and natural con{cience, and facrifice that which 
is moft facred, dear, and valuable, to its defigns. Strange, that 
_, ever it fhould enter into the heart of aman tobe fo very barba- 


‘ous! (2.) The peril of honour and high birth. Their being 


~ the fons of fo great a man as Gideon expofed them thus, and 
made Abimelech jealous of them. We find juft the fame num- 
ber of Ahab’s fons flain together at Samaria, 2 Kings Seo Te 


The grand figniors have feldom thought themfelves fafe while ” 


any of their brethren have been unftrangled. Let none then 


envy thofe of high extraétion, or complain of their own mean-.- 


nefs and obfcurity ; the lower the fafer, 

Way being made for Abimelech’s eleCtion, the men of She- 
chem proceeded to chufe him king, ver. 6. God was not con- 
fulted whether they fhould have any king at all, much lefs who 

- it fhould be. Here is no advifing with the prieft, or with their 


brethren of any. other city or tribe, though it was defigned he © 


thould reign’ over Ifrael, ver. 22. But, (1.) The Shechemites, 
as if they were the people, and wifdom muf? die with them, do 
all: they aided and abetted him.in the murder of his brethren, 
ver. 24. and then they made him king. "The men of Shechem, 
that is the great men, the chief magi(trates. of the city, and the 
houfe of Millo, 7. ¢. the common-council, the full hou/e, or houfe 
of fulnefs, as the word fignifies, thofe that met in their Guild- 
hall. (We read often of the houfe of Millo, or (tate-houfe in 
Jerufalem, or the city-of David, 2 Sam. yv. 9: 2 Kings xii. 20.) 
Thefe gathered together, not to profecute and punifh Abimelech 
for this ba barous murder, as they ought to have done, he be- 
ing one of their citizens, but to make him king. Pretium fcele- 


vis tulit hic diadema. What could they promife themfelves.. 
from a king that laid the foundations of his Kingdom in blood 2 : 


2. The relt of the Ifraelites were fo very fottith as to fit by. un- 
concerned: they.took no care to give check to this ufurpation, 


to protect the fons. of Gideon, or to avenge their death ; but 
tamely {ubmitted to the bloody-tyrant, as men that, with theit - 


- religion, had loft their. reafon, and: all fenfe of honour and liber- 
ty, juftice and. gratitnde. How vigoroufly. had their-fathers 
"Appeared to avenge the death of the Levite’s concubine ? and 
yet fo wretchedly degenerate are they now, as not to attempt. 


_ the revenging of the death of Gideon’s fons, It is for this that . 
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they are charged with ingratitude, chap. viii. 35. Neither focw- 


ed they Rindne/s to the houfe of Ferubbaal. 


7 4 And when they told ## to Jotham, -he 
went and ftood in the top of mount Gerizzim, 
and lift up his voice, and cried, and faid unto 
them, Hearken unto me, you men of Shechem, 
that God may héarken unto you. 8 The trees 
went forth on a time to anoint a king over them, 
and they faid unto the olive-tree, Reign thou 
over us. Q But the olive-tree faid unto them,. 
Should I leave my fatnefs, wherewith by me- 
they honour God and man, and go to be pro- 
moted- over the trees? 10 And-the trees faid- 
to the fig-tree, Come thou, and reign ‘over us, 


11 But the fig-tree faid unto them, Should I. - 


forfake my fweetnefs, and my good fruit, and: 
go to be promoted over the trees? 12 Then. 
{aid the trees unto the vine, Come thou, and 
reign over us. 13 And. the vine faid unto them, . 


Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God. . 


and man, and go to be promoted over the trees? 
14 Then faidall the trees untothe bramble, Come - 
thou, and reign over us. 15 And the bramble. 
faid unto: the: trees; If in truth ye anoint me © 
king over you, then come and put your truft in. 
my fhadow.:-and if not, let fire come out of the - 
bramble, and: devour the cedars of Lebanon, . 
16-Now therefore, if ye have done truly and 

fincerely,; in that ye have made Abimelech - 
king, and if ye have dealt well with Jerubbaal . 
and. his houfe, and have done unto him accord. . 
ing to the deferving of his hands: 19-€For my ! 
father fought for you, and adventured his life - 
far, and delivered you. out of. the hand.of .Mi-. 
dian: 18 And ye are rifen..up againg my: fa- - 


ther’s houfe this day, and have flain his fons, 
_ threefcore and ten perfons, upon one ftone, and. 


have made Abimelech, the fon of his maid-fer- 


vant, king over the men-of Shechem,.becaufe he . 


ws your brother.) 19 If ye then have dealt tru. 
ly and | fincerely with Jerubbaal and with his. 
houfe this. day, then rejoice. ye in Abimelech, 
and let him aalfo rejoice in you : -20 But if not, 
let fire come out-from Abimelech, and devour 
the men of Shechem,.and: the houfe of Millo: 
and. let. fire come out. from the men of She- 
chem,:and from the houfe of Millo, and devour 


_Abimelech. 21 And Jotham ran away and fled, — 


and went to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of . 
Abimelech his brother. _ : 


We have here the only teftimony that appears to have been - 
borne againft the wicked confederacy of Abimelech, and the 
men of Shechem, It was a fign they had provoked God to. 


depart 


vn, 
oa 


. fufal was much the fame. 
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depart from them, that neither any prophet was fent, nor any 
remarkable judgment to awaken this ftapid people, and‘to ftop 
the progrefs of this threatening mifchief, , Only-Jotham, ithe 
youngeit*fon of Gideon, whio, by a {pecial providence, efcaped 
the common ruin of his family, ver. 5. dealt plainly with the 
Shechemites ; and his fpeech, which. is here Yecorded, fhews 
him to be a man of fuch great ingenuity and wifdom, and really 
fuch an accomplifhed gentleman, that we cannot but the more 
dament the fall of Gideon’s fons. Jotham did not go about to 
-raife an army out of the other cities of Ifrael, in. which one 


would think he might have made a good intereft, for his fa- 


ther’s fake, to avenge his brethrens death, much lefs to fet vp 
“himfelf in competition with Abimelech ; fo groundlefs was the 
afurper’s fuggeftion, that the fons ofsGideon aimed at domi- 
nion, ver. 2. but he contents himfelf with giving a faithful re- 
_proof to the Shechemites, and fair warning of the fatal confe- 
‘quences. ,He got an opportunity of {peaking to them from the 
top of mount Gerizzim, the mount of bleffings ; at the foot of 
which probably the Shechemites were, upon fome occafion or 
other, gathered together; Jofephus faith, folemnizing,a fe- 
fire ; and it feems they were willing to hear what he had to 
day. 5 

1. His preface is very’ ferious, ver. 7. Hearken unto me, you 
men of Shechem, that God may hearken unto you: As ever you 


chope to obtain God’s. favour, and to be accepted of him, give- 


‘me @ patient and impartial hearing. Note, Thofe, that expect 
to have God hear their prayers, muft be willing to hear reafon, 
to hear a faithful teproof, and to hear the complaints and ap- 


peals of wronged innocency. If we turn away our ear from 
hearing the law, our prayer will be an abomination, Prov. 


-XXVIIl. 9. 


2. His parable is very ingenious; that when the trees were _ 


-difpofed to chufe a king, the government was offered to thofe 
valuable noble trees, the olive, the fig-tree, and the vine ; but 
they refufed it, chufing rather to ferve than rule, to do good 
than to bear fway. But the fame tender being made to the 
bramble, he accepted, it, and talked big upon it, It was an an- 
cient way of inftruétion this by parables, and very ufeful, efpe- 
cially to give reproofs by. | 

1, He hereby applauds the generous modefty of Gideon, 
and the other judges who were before him, and perhaps of the 


fons of Gideon, who declined accepting the ftate and power | 


of kings when they might have had it; and likewife fhews, that 
it is in general the temper of all wife and good men. to decline 
preferment, and to chufe rather to be ufeful than to be great. 
(1.) There was no occafion at all for the trees to chufe a 
king; they are all the trees of the Lord, which he has planted, 
P&l. civ. 16. and which therefore he will prote&. Nor was 
there any occafion for Ifrael to talk of fetting a king over them, 
‘for the Lord was their king. 
_(2.) When they had it in their thoughts to chufe a king, 
they did not offer the government to the ftately cedar, or the 
lofty pine, which are only for thew and fhade, and not other- 


_ wife ufeful till they are cut down, but to the fruit-trees, the 


vine and the olive. Thofe that bear fruit for the public good, 
are jultly refpected and honoured by all that are wife, more than 
they that affe& to make a figure. Por a good ufeful man fome 
aould even dare to die. NE 
(3.) The reafon which all thefe fruit-trees gave for their re- 
The olive pleads, ver. 9. Should I 
leave my fatnefs? and the vine, ver. 13. Should I leave my 
qwine, wherewith both God/and man are ferved and honoured ? 
for oil and wine were ufed both at God’s altars and at mens 
tables ; and-/hall J leave my fweetne/s, faith the fig-tree, and my 
good fruit, ver. 11. and go to be promoted over the trees, OF, as 
the margin reads it, go up and down for the trees? It is inte 
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mated, [1.] That government involves a man in a great deal 
both! of toil and care. ! He that is promoted over the trees, 
muff’ go'ttp and down’ for them, and make» himfelf a perfect 
drudge to bufinefs: [2.] That thofe. who are preferred to 
places of public truft and power, mutt refolve to forego all their ~ 
private interefts and advantages, and facrifice them to the good 
of thé community. The fig-tree mutt lofe its fweetnefs, its 
{weet retirement, fweet repofe, and fweet converfation and. 
contemplation, if it go to be promoted over the trees, and 
muft undergo a conttant. fatigue. £3.] That thofe who are 
advanced to honour and'dignity, dre’ in great danger of lofing 
their fatnefS and fruitfulnefs. Preferment’ is apt to make men 


in a lower fphere, they honoured God and'man. For which 
reafon they that defire to do good are afraid of being to 
reat. i. 03 ; ; <8 ) he <g 
: 2dly, He hereby expofes the ridiculous ambition of Abime- 
lech, whom he compares to the bramble or thiltle, yer. 14. He 
fuppofeth the trees to make their court to im 5 Come thou, and 
reign over us; perhaps becaufe he knew not. that the firft mo- 
tion of Abimeléch’s preferment came from himfelf,'as we found, 


However, | fuppofing itfo, bis folly in accepting. it deferved to 
be chaftifed. 'The.bramble, a worthlefs plant, not to be num- 
bered among the trees, auelefs, and fruitlefs, nay, hurtful and 
vexatious, fcratching and tearing, and doing mifchief, it began 
with thé curfe,’ and its end“is’to-be' burned. ~ Such a one ‘was 
_ Abimelech, and ¥et chofen tothe government dy the trees, by 
all the: trees. This eleétion feems;to-have been more unani- 
mous than, any/of the other. 10t 
fee folly fet in.a great dignity, Ficcl, x. 6. and the vile/ men ex- 
alted, Pfal. xii. 8. and men blind to their own intereft in the 
choice of their guidés. The bramble being chofen to'the go- 
vernment, he takes no time to confider whether he fhould ac- 
cept it or no; but prefently, as. if. he had been bora and: bred 
to dominion, heétors, and affures them prey. fhould find him as 
he found them. See what great [welli ng “words of vanity he 
{peaks, ver. 15. what promifes he makes to his faithful fubjects : 


land, which a good magiftrate is compared to.! Tfas sexs 2 
Come, truft in his fhadow:!, more likely to be fcratched if they 
came near him. Thus men boa/? of a falfe gift. Yet he threa- 
tens with as much confidence as he promifeth. If ye be not 
faithful, let fire come out of the bramble, ‘a very unlikely thing to 
{pit fire, and devour the cedars of Lebanon, more likely to catch 
fire, and: be. itlf devoured go. 2 eae ga 

3. His application is very clofe and plain, _ Init, (:-) He 


them, ver.'17. | Fle fought’ their battles, in peril of his own 
life, and to their unfpeakable advantagé. __It-was a fhame they 


unkindnefg to his father’s family ; they had not done to him ac- 
cording to the deferving of bis hands, ver. 16. Great merits 
oft meet with very ill returns, efpecially to pofterity, when. 

benefactor is forgotten, as Jofeph was amiong the Eg a 
Gideon had left many fons that were an honour to hi 
and family, and thofe they had barbaroufly murd 
fon he had left that was the blemith of his ; 
for he was the fon of bis maid-fervant, who 
refpe& to Gideon’s honour would endeavou 
him they made their king. In both the he. 
tempt imaginable upon Gideon, (3.) He leaves it 
vent to determine whether they had done 
lodges the appeal with the divine p: 
profpered Joag in this villany, he wou 


: to 


Ail »] Uf they : 


Id give th 


they | 


P 


| proud and‘ flothfal ; and that fpoils their ufefilnefs, wherewith, 


{ ae 


ver. 2. but. thought the Shechemite@ had propofed itito him. _ t 


Let us not think it ftrange, if we 


4 
’ 


‘ 


Let them-come and truft in his foadow : A goodly :fhadow to 
truft in! How unlike to the /badow of a great rock in a weary | 


. 


minds them of the many good fervices his father had ‘done for | 


needed to be putin mind of this. (2.) He aggravates their — 


, whereby he 
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they had done well, ver, 19. . If ‘your carriage towards the 
houfe of Gideon be fuch as can be juftified at any bar of juftice, 
honour, or confcience, much good may it do you with your 
new king. But, [2.] If they had, as he was fure they had, 
dealt bafely and wickedly in this matter, let them never expect 
to profper, ver. 20. Abimelech, and the Shechemites, that 
had Ttrengthened one another’s hands in this villany, would 
certainly be a plague and ruin one to-another. Let none ex- 
pect to do ill and fare well. - 

._ Jotham having given them this admonition, made a fhift to 
efcape with his life, ver. 21. Either they could not reach him, 
or they were fo far convinced, that they would not add the 
guilt of his blood to all the reft; but, for fear of Abimelech, 
‘be lived in- exile, in fome remote obfeure place. Thofe whofe 
extraction and education is nevet fo high, know not to what 
difficulties and ftraits they may be reduced. - - 


22 ¢ When Abimelech had reigned three 
years oyer lirael, 23 Then God fent an’ evil 
ipirit betweert Abimelech and the men of She- 


chem: and the men.of Shechem dealt treach- 


etoufly with Abimelech: 24 That the cruelty 


~ done to the threefcore and ten fons of Jerub- 


N 


baal might come, and their blood be laid upon 


Abimelech their brother which flew them, and 
upon the men of Shechem which aided him in 
the killing of his brethren. 25 And the men of 
Shechem fet liers in wait for him in the top of 
the mountains, and they robbed all that came 
along that way by them: and it was told Abi- 
melech. 26 And Gaal the fon of Ebed came 
‘with his brethren, and went over to Shechem: 
and the men of Shechem put their confidence 
in him. 27 And they went out into the fields; 
and gathered their vineyards, and trod the grapes, 
and made merry, and went into the houfe of 


their god, and did eat and drink, and curfed - 


Abimelech. 28 And Gaal the fon of Ebed faid, 


- Who is Abimelech, and who is Shechem, that. 


. we fhould ferve him? is not he the fon of ee 


f 


rubbaal, and Zebul his officer? ferve the men 
of Hamor the father of Shechem; for why 
fhould we ferve him? 29 And would to God 
this people were under my hand; then would 
Tremove Abimelech. And he faid to Abime- 
lech, Increafe thine army, and come out. 309 
And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard 
the words of Gaal the fon of Ebed, his anger was 
kindled. 31 And he fent meflengers unto A- 
bimelech- privily, faying, Behold, Gaal the fon 


' of Ebed and his brethren, be come to Shechem; 


and behold, they fortify the city againft thee. 


_ 32 Now therefore ‘up by night, thou and the 


people that is with thee, and lie in wait in the 


field. 33 And it fhall be, that in the morning 


- 


as foon as the fun is up, thou fhalt rife early, 
and. fet upon the city: and behold, when he 


and the people that is with him come out againgt - 
nd the people that is wit g 
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thee, then mayelt thou do to them as thou thalt 
find occafion. 34 F And Abimelech. rofe up, 
and all the people that were with him, by night, 


_and they laid wait againft Shechem in four com. 


panies. 35 And Gaal the fon of Ebed went 
out and flood in the entering of the gate-of the 
city: and Abimelech rofe up, and the people 
that were with him from lying in wait. 36 And 


when Gaal faw the people, he faid to Zebul, 


Behold, there come people down from the top 
of the mountains. And. Zebul faid unto him, 
Thou feeft the fhadow of the mountains, as if 


they were men. 37 And Gaal {fpake again, and © 


faid, See, there come people down by the mid- 
dle of the land, and another company come a- 
long by the plain of Meonenim. 38 Then faid 


~Zebul unto him, Where is nov thy mouth, 


wherewith thou faidit, Who 7s Abimelech, that 
we fhould ferve him? 7s not this the people that 
thou haft defpifed? go out, I pray now, and 
fight with them.’ 39 And Gaal went out be- 
fore the men of Shechem, and fought with A- 
bimelech. 490 And Abimelech chafed him, and 
he fled before him,.and many were overthrown 
and wounded, even unto the entering of the 
gate. 41 And Abimelech dwelt at Arumah- 
and ‘Zebul thruft out Gaal and his brethren, that 


they {hould not dwell in Shechem. 42 And it. 


came to pals on the morrow, that the people 
went out into the field, and they told Abime- 
lech. 43 And he took the people, and divided 
them into three companies, and laid Wait in the 
field, and looked, and behold, the people were 
come forth out of the city, and he rofe up a- 
gainft them, and fmote them. 44 And Abime- 
lech, and the company that was with him, rufh- 


ed forward, and ftood. in the entering of the | 


gate of the city: and the two otber companies 
ran upon all the people that were in the fields, 
and ilew them. 45 And Abimelech fought a- 
gainit the city all that day; and he took the’ 
city, and flew the people that was therein, and 
beat down the city, and fowed it with falt. 46- 
4{ And when all the men of the tower of She- 


chem heard tbat, they entered into an hold of - 


the houfe of the god. Berith. 47 And it was 
told Abimelech, that all the-men of the tower 
of Shechem were gathered together. 48 And 
Abimelech gat him up to mount Zalmon, he 
and all the people that were with him 3; and A- 
bimelech took an ax in his hand, and cut down 
a bough from the trees, and took it, and laid i 
on his floulder, and faid unto the people that 
were with-him, What. ye have feen me do,make 
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hafte, and do as I have done. 49 And all the 
people likewife cut down every man his bough, 
and followed Abimelech, and put them to the 
hold, and fet the hold on fire upon them: fo that 
all the men of the tower of Shechem died alfo, 
about athoufand,men. and women. 


Three years Abimelech reigned after a fort, without any 
difturbance. It is not faid he judged Ifrael, or did any fer- 
vice at.all to his country} but fo long he enjoyed the title and 
dignity of a king and not only the Shechemites, but many o- 
ther places paid him refpe &."" "They were fond. of a king, that 
could pleafe themfelves with {uch ‘a one as this. ” 

But the érixmphing of the wicked it fort. Within three'years, 
as the years of a hireling, all this glory ) foal be contemned, and 
laid in the daft, Ifa. xvi. fe The ruin of thefe confederates 
in wickednefs was from the righteous hand of the God to 


whom vengeance belongs, He /ent gn evil [pirit ¢ betaveen Abi- 
melech and the Shechemites, vet. 22. $: ¢. They | grew ‘Jealous — 


one of another, and illtaffected one to another. © “He Slighted 


them that fet him ‘up, and _countenanced other cities, perhaps 
me ore than. theirs, which now began to come into: his interelts ; 
and then they grew uneafy at his government, blamed his con- — 


duét, and quarrelled at his impofitions. This was from God. 


“He permitted the devil, that great mifchief-maker, to fow dif- | 
gir between them: and he is an evil fpirit, whom God hot | 
ies under his check, but fometimes ferves his ‘Own pur- | 
“They : are devils | 


Pe Their own lufts were evil fpirits. 
p mel eh ‘own hearts ; from them comes wars and ‘fightings. | 
‘Thefe God" gave them up to; and fo, might be faid to fend t the | 
evil [piril between ‘them. When mens fin is made’ theit pu- | 
nifhment, though God is not the author of the fin, yet the } pu- i 
nifhment is from him. The quarrél God had with Abimelech | 
and 1 ‘the Shechemites, » was for the murder of the fons of Gi 
deon, ver. 24. . That the cruelty done to them might c come, and 
. , aheir blood be ial, as a burden, - upon Abimelech that flew, them, 

and the men of Shechem that helped him. Note, (1-) Sc 
or later, God will make inquifition { for blood, (innocent blood, 1} 
“and will return it on the heads of thofe that fhed it; who fhall | 
have blood given them to drink, for they are worthy. (2.)} 
Acceffories fhall be reckoned with as well as princi s, in that | 
and other fins. "The ‘Shechemites that countenanced Abime- | 
lech’s, pretealic ons, aided and abetted | him: in his ‘Bloody pro. 
yeas, and, 3 avowed the faa, by making. “him king’ after he had. 
‘done it, mult fall swith ‘him, fall by him, ‘and fall firft. “(3.). 
Thole that, combine together to do wickedly, are juttly ‘dafhed 
in pleces-one againft another. Blood cannot be ‘a _lafting ce-. 
ment to any, it intereft. : 
1. ‘The. Shechemites began to affront Abimelech ; perhaps 
they fcarce knew why. or wherefore; -but they were given to 
change. _(1.), They dealt treacheroufly + avith bim, ' ver. 23. It 
is not faid, they, repented of their fin in ‘owning, him ; had they 
done fo, it had been laudable to difown' him ; but | they did it, 
only upon fome particular pique, conceived again him by t their, 
pride or envy... T hey that fet, him up, were the: -firft that de- 
ferted him, and € endeayoured to ‘kick him off. It is not fteange, | 
that thofe who, were un grateful to, ‘Gideon. were unfaithful to 


oe 


Abimelech.; iy for. what will hold” ‘thofe’ that, will hot be held by | 


the ‘obligation: ‘of fuch merits as | xideon’ 's_ were? Note, Tt is) | 
_ jatt with God, that thofe who tempt. others’ to, be « once oes | 
ous, fhould afterwar ds be themfelves betrayed by thofe whom 
- they have taught to be penfi idious. (2.)."They aimed to feize 
him when he ‘was, at Ar umah, (ver. 41.) his countr ry-feat. 
 Expedting’ him to come to town, they fet liers i in, wait for. him, 
ver. 25. who fhould inake him their prifoner, whom they had 
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- ancient lord of this city in Jacob’s time. 


- chemite, he” refleéted upon thelr ox 


_ ver Shechem’ Ss 


, x ‘ 
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lately made their privice. Thofe who were thas polted, he 
not coming, took the opportunity. of robbing travellers; which — 
would help to make the people’ more. and more diteaty under | 
Abimelech, when they faw he could | not, or would not pto- 
te them from highway-men, — (3. ) ‘They entertained one | 
Gaal, and fet him up as’ their head, in oppofition to Abime- 
lech, ver. 26. This Gaal is faid to be the fon of Ebed; 
which fignifies a | fervant ; perhaps {peaking the meannefs of 
his extraction. As Abimelech’ was bythe mother’s fide, fo _ 
he by the father’s, the fon of a fervant. Here was one bram- 
ble contefting with another.’ We have reafon to fulpedt, that 
‘this Gaal was a native Canaanite, becaule he courts the She- ; 
-chemites into fubjection to the men of Hamor, who was the 
“He was a bold am- 
bitious man, ferved their purpofe admirably well, when they 
were difpofed. to quarrel with Abimelech ; and they_alfo ere 
ved his purpofe ; fo he went over to them to blow the coals, 
and they put, their confidence in him. (4) ‘They did 
defpite they.could to Abimelech?s hame, ver. 27. made : 
‘themfelves very merry in his ablence, 'as_thofe that” were ‘glad my 
he was out of the ‘way ; and, that now ‘they had another to 
head them, were in hopes to’ pe Sr eaed of him es Nay, ghey 2 
went into the houfe of their , od, t folemnize ‘their featt ‘of ine. 
gathering, and there’ they did eat, and drink, and curfed Abime- 
Bis ‘not only’ faid all the ill they could fs him in their’ table ; 
talk, and the. Pate a of thelr rs os he 


“deltroy him. “alu a c 
as loud ht as a hey I uk then : 
That v “very bie’ These they yaad etched 4 
“aps with, did’ they now meet in, to curfe “hint and contrive his. 


Spal Had! they deferted their idol pod with their image-king, ~~ 
they-might have hoped to profper ; ; but while they tt cleave. 
to the former, the Tatter Sl to, them to thei 

u 
felves “with ‘Gaal’s cae of £ 
loved hear that impu 
; though, ca Hin 


city. Ph2.. 8 Of his good 

father likewife, Gideon : he ie yan of Ferubbaal ? ? So. 
he calls him, perhaps in impious indignation at his name. 
and memory, | for throwing Bae the altar of Baal; te 
that to his reproac s his j ‘Of 
minifter of {tate Zebul Bis of of 
may well be afhamed to ferve ny and 
oppofe them. Men of t tu bu hi cambit 
dominion,’ and. ! [peak e vi v7 di nities. of 

rt ty, only t ah 1g 
this people avere under 3 m hand } a 
challenge Abimeléch to oe titles 
Leer , he defired his friend i 
ready to. difpute it 


ae ee 
thine arm 1 an 


Soci uae let 
PDF eT 1 seal i 


termined t by 7 the fwo 
were now as ud of Abin ime lec 


s 


Chap. 1X 


ers are often betrayed by fome among themfelves } and the cur- 
fing of the king is fometimes {trangely carried by a bird of the 
air. He prudently advifeth him to come againit the city im- 
mediately, and lofe no time, ver. 32, 33. He thinks it belt. 
that he fhould march his forces by night into the neighbour- 
hood, farprife the city in the morning, and then make the belt 


CU Netne ote 


pe thaps the mountains of Ebal and Gerizzim, which 
e by the city), was undeceived by the difcovery of 


brought with him into Shechem, out of the city, ver. 14. fend- 


‘ing him to the place from whence he came. “For though the 
“generality of ‘the city continued ftill averfe to Abimelech, as 
appears by the fequel of the ftory, yet they were willing to part 
with Gaal, and did not oppofe his expulfion ; becaufe, though 
he had talked big, both his condué and courage had failed him, 
" when there was occafion for them. Mot people judge of mens 
fitnefs for bufinefs by their fuecefs ; and he that doth not fpced 
well, is concluded not to 7 well. Well; Gaal’s intereft in 


' 
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been fatisfied. 
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, Shechem is foon at an end and he that had talked of remo- 


ving Abimelech, is himfelf removed ; nor do we ever hear of 
hint any more, Lxit Gaal. j q 

sthly, Abimelech thenext day {et upon the city, and quite 
defiroyed it; for their treachereus dealings with him. Per- 


“haps Abimelech had notice of their expelling Gaal, who had 


héaded the faétion: with which they thought he would “have 
But the crime! was too deep to be thus atoned 
for, and his refentments too keen to be pacified by fo {mall an 
inflance of fubmiffion. Befides that it was more Zebul’s a& 
than theirs: by it their hands were weakened; and therefore 
he refolved to follow his blow, and éffe@ually to chaftife their 
treachery. (1.) He. had intelligence brought him, that the 
people of Shechem were come out into the field, ver. 42. Some 
think, into the field of bufinefs to plow and fow, having lately 
gathered in their harveft, or to perfect their harveft ; for it was 
only their-vintage that they had made an. end of, ver. 27. 
And then ‘it intimates that they were fecure. And becaufe 
Abimelech was retired, ver. 41. they thought themfelves in 
no danger from him; and then the iffue of it is an inftance of 


fudden deftru@ion coming upon thofe that cry peace and fafe- -»- 


ty... Others think, they went out into the field of battle. 
Though Gaal was driven out, they would not lay down their 
arms, but put themfelves in a pofture for another engagement 
with Abimelech ; in which they hoped to retrive what they 
had loft the day before. (2.) He himfelf, with a ftropg de- 
tachment, cut of the communication between them and the ci- 
ty 5 ftood in the entering of the gate, ver. 44. that they might nei- 
ther make their retreat into the city, nor receive any fuccours 
from the city; and then fent two companies of his men, who 
Were quite too ftrong for them, and they put them all to the 
{words ran upon them that were in the fields, and flew them, 


When we go out. about our bufinefs, we are not fure that we > 


thall come home again: there are deaths both in the city and 
in the field, (3.) He then fell upon the city itfelf; and, with 
a rage reaching up to heaven, though it was the place of his 
nativity, laid it in ruins, flew all the people, beat down all the 
buildings ; ard, in token of his defire that it might be a perpe- 


} tual defolation, fowed it with falt, that it might remain a laft- 


ing monument of the punifhment of perfidioufaefs.. Yet Abi. 
melech prevailed not to make its defolations perpetual; for it 
was afterwards rebsilt, and became fo confiderable a place, 


that all Ifrael came thither to make Rehoboam king, 1 Kings — 
xi. 1. And tke place proved an ill omen. Abimelech in- ” 


tended hereby to punith the Shechemites, for their flighting 


him now ; but God intended to punifh them, for their ferving » 


him formerly in the murder of Gideon’s fons. Thus, when 
God makes ufe of men as inftruments in his hand to do his 
work, he means one thing, and they another, Ifa. x, 6, ws 
They defign to maintain their honour» but God his. _ , 
6thly, ‘Vhofe that retired into a ftrong-hold of their idol- 
temple, were all deftroyed there. T'hefe are called the men of 
the tower of Shechem, ver. 46, 447. fome caftle that belonged 
to the city, but lay at fome diftance from it. They hearing 
of the deftruétion of the city, withdrew into a hold of the tem- 


ple, trufting, it is likely, not fo mnch to its ftrength, as to its ’ 


fanctity. ‘They put themfelves under the prote@tion of their i. 
dol. For thus all people will walk in the name of their god. 
And fhall not we then chufe to dwell in the houfe of the Lord 


__ all the days of our life ? for in the time of trouble he Soall hide 
/ us in bis pavilion, Plal. xxvil. §, The name of the Lordis a « 
_ firong tower, Prov. xviil. 1¢, But that which they hoped y 


would have been for their welfare; proved to them a {nare and. 
a trap; as thofe will certainly find, that run to idols for the 
fhelter. It will prove arefuge of liés. When \Abimelech had 
them altogether peaned up in that hold, he defired no more 
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“the hand of Abimelech ; and now it comes to his turn to be. | 
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1. Abimelech attempted the deftraction of this cityyvers 50% 
drove all the inhabitants of the town into the caftle- or citadel, 
ver. 51. When he had them there, he did not doubt but to 
do the fame execution here that he had lately done at; the 
ftrong hold of the.temple of Baal-berith 3 not confiderings: that ; 
the tower of-an idol-temple lay mote expofed to divine venge- 
ance: than any other tower. He attempted to fet: fire to. this 
tower, at leaft to burn down the door, and fo force an en- 
trance, ver. §2.. ‘Thofe who have efeaped and fucceeded well 
in one defperate attempt, are apt to think. the like attempt a- 
nother time not defperate. , This inftance was long after quot- 
ed, to fhew how dangerous it is to come near. the, wall of a 
befieged city, 2 Sam. xi. 20, 22. . But God infatuates thofe 
whom he will ruin. Peete 488 SAS an ; 

_2.In the attempt he was himéfelf. deftroyed, -haying his 
brains knocked out with a piece of a, milftone, ver. 57» IVa 
doubt this man was a murderers avham: though he had-efcaped 
the dangers of the war with Shechem, yet vengeance Suffered 
not to hve, A&s xxvii, 4. Evil purfues finners, and fome- 
times overtakes them, then when they are not only fecure, but 


That barbarous project prefentiy cate into his head, of fetting 

fire tothe ftrong-hold, and burning all the birds together“in the 

neft. He kept the defign to himfelf; but fets all his men on 

work to expedite the execution of it, ver..48, 49: -He order- 

ed them all to follow him, and do ashe did. As ‘his. father 

had faid to his men, chap. vii, 19. Look on me, and do like- 

wife ; fo faith he to his; as becomes a general that will not be 

wanting to give both the plaineft dire@ion, and the higheft en- 

couragement that can be, to his foldiers: What ye have feen 

me do, make hafley and do as I have done. Not ite iMluc, but 

venite huc. he officers in Chrilt’s army fhould thus teach 

by their example, Phil. iv. 9. He and they fetched each of » 
them a bough from*a wood not far off, laid all their , boughs 

together under the wall of this tower, which, it is likely,) was 

of wood, fet fire to their boughs, and fo burnt down their hold, 

and all that were in it, who were either burnt, or ftifled with 

the fmoke. What inventions men have to deftroy one ano- 

ther! Whence come thefe cruel wars and fightings, but from 

their lufts? Some think the men of the tower of Shechem 

were the fame with the houfe of Millo; and then Jotham’s jut 

imprecation was anfwered in the letter; Let fire come out from 
Abimelech and devour not only in general the men of Shechem,*|- 
but, in particular the houfe of Millo, ver. 20. About one thou- 
fand men and women perifhed in thefe flames ; many of whom, 
, it is probable, were no way concerned in the quarrel between 
#\bimelech and the Shechemites, nor meddled with either fide, 
yet in this civil war came to this miferable end: for men of 
factious turbulent {pirits peri/ not alone in their iniquity, but in- 
volve many more, that follow them in their fimplicity, in the 
fame calamity with them. 


50 § Then went Abimelech to Thebez, and 
incamped againft Thebez, and took it. 51 But 
there was a ftrong tower within the city, and 
thither fled all the men and women, and all they 
of the city, and fhut i¢ to them, and gat them 
up to the top of the tower. . 52 And Abime- 
lech came unto the tower, and fought againtt 
it, and went hard unto the door of the tower 
to burn it with fire. 53 And a certain woman 
caft a piece of a milftone upon Abimeléch’s 
head, and all to break his feull, 54 ‘Then he 
called haftily unto the young man his armour- 
bearer; and faid unto. him, Draw thy fword, and 
flay me, that men fay not of me, A woman flew 
bim. And his young man thruft him through, 
and he died. 55 And when the men of Ifrael 
faw that Abimelech was dead, they departed 
every man unto his place. 56 4 Thus God 
rendered the wickednefs of Abimelech which 
he did unto his father, in flaying his feventy 
brethren. 57 And all the evil of the men of 
Shechem did God render upon their heads: 
and upon them came the curfe of Jotham. the 
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ferve, but that Vhebez alfo mult be facrificed to his-rage, he 
is not only difappointed there, but deftroyed ; for verily aere «7 
1s a God that judgeth in the earth. — 2, Tee ‘ 
in 


ftone, | 
) That he had 


by a woman, ver. 53. 
fore ftrange he did not 
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fon of Jerubbaal. eet ee Cae ol E 
Dae oes Br ans ae sane oe. |More ridiculous: ihis own. 
We have feen the ruin of the Shechemites completed by | to rid him the fooner out o 
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_ woman flew him. Could he think that this wo 
' what the woman had done, and. not rather proc 
| more! Nay, it added to the infamy of his dea 
_ he becomes a fel&murderer, Better have. it faid, 7 


reckoned with, who ‘vas their leader in villany. Thebez was 
a {mall city, it is likely, not far from Shechem, dependent up- 
en it, and in confederacy with it. Now,. 


Chap: XL 


flew him, than thatit thould be fhid, his fervant flew him by 
his ownmorder ; yet‘now both will be faid of him, to his ever- 
lating reproach. "And it is’ obfervable, that this very thing 
which Abimelech was in’fuch'care to cOnceal, appears to have 
been more particularly remembered by ‘pofterity, than moft paf- 


fages of this hiftory ; for Joab {peaks of it, as that which he” 


“expected: David would’ reproach hini With, for coming {0 nigh 
the wall, 2 Sam. xi. 212° "The ighomitty we feek to avoid by 
fin, we do but perpetuate thé*temembrance of. - 
Now, the iffue of alls, that; “Aibimelech: being flain, (1.) 
Ifrael’s peace was re{toredi) aii end was put to this ‘civil war ; 
_for they that followed him, departed everyman unto his own 
place, ver.'5 5. (2s) 'God’s jaftice was glorified, ver. 56, 57. 
Thus God punithed the wickedne/s\ of Abimelech, and of the 
men of Shechem, and p-rformed -fotham’s curfe ; for it was not 
a curle caufelefs. Thus he preferved the honour of his’ go- 
vernment, and gave warning to’ all ages to expeé blood for 
blood. The Lord is known by thefe judgments which he ex- 
ecutethy when the wicked\is'{nared-in‘ the ‘work of his own 


hands. » “Though wickednefs may _profper a while, it will not - 


f 


-profper always. © 7. 
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_ Ygoyed under the government of two judges, Tola and fair, 


ver. t,—=5. IL.'The troublous times that enfued. (1.) | 


 dfrael’s fin that br ought them into trouble, ver. 6. (2.) 
The trouble ifelf they were in, ver. 7,—9. .(3.) Their 
repentance and humiliation for Jin 3 their prayers and re- 
* _formotion, and the mercy they found with God thereupon, 
ver. tos." (42) Préparation made for their deliver. 
* ance out oF the band of their oppreffars, ver. I 7, Si, eine 
no ) ND after Abimelech, there arofe to defend 
“/-% Ifrael, Tola the fon of Puah, the fon of 
Dodo, a man of Iffachar; and he dwelt in Sha- 
mir in mount Ephraim, _2 And he judged If 
rael twenty and three, years, and died, and was 
buried in Shamir. 3 F And after him arofe 
Jair, a Gileadite, -and judged Ifrael twenty and 
two years. 4 And he had thirty fons that rode 
on thirty af-colts, and they had thirty cities, 


which are, called. Havoth-jair unto this day, | 


which are in'the land of Gilead. 5 And Jair 
died, and was buried’ im Camon- Tee . 
ze Re a ocr yest at 


erie Os Per teen er, (Akay WOR BE I GE Hen eee 
_ Quiet and peaceable reigns, though ,the belt to live iin, are | 


the worft to write of, as yielding Jea{t variety of matter for 
the hiftorian to entertain his reader, with... Such were the 
reig is of thefe two judges, Tola and Jair, who make: but a 
But, no doubt, they were both raifed up of Gody ro ferve their 
country in the quality ¢ of judges, not pretending as. Abimelech 
_ had done, to the grandeur of kings; nor, like him, takin 

- the honour they had to themfelves, but. were called of God 
’ to It. : Pe ) zs et ees 3 ‘i BLE. x “SSEte : oF f 
* 1.Concerning Tola, it is faid, that he arofe after Abimelech 


49 defend frael, ver. 1. After Abimelech had debauched If 


tael by his wickednefs; difquieted and difturbed-them.by his 
teltlefs 

pofed to enemies from abroad ; God fpirited this. good man to 
appear for the reforming of abufes, the putting down of idola- 
try, the appealing of tumults, and the healing. of the wounds 
given to the ftate by Abimelech’s ufurpation... Thus he faved 
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is chapter we have, I. The peaceable timer Iraelen- | 


reigr 
Ie eee se alc sh but. a very; little room in this-hiftory. 


{s ambition, and by the mifchiefs he brought.on them, ex- 
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them from themfelves, and guarded them azainft their enemies 
He was of the tribe of Iffachar, a tribe ditpofed to ferve ; for 
he bowed his /haulder to bear, Gen. Six. 14, 15.3 yet one of 
that tribe is here'raifed up to rule ; for thofe that humblethem- 
felves, fhall be exalted, He bore the name of him that was 
anceftor to the firtt family of that tribe; of the fons of Ifachar 
Tola was the firft, Gen, xlvi. 13. Numb. xxvi. 23. It figni- 
fies a worm; yet being the name.of his anceltor, he was not. 
athamed of it. 


were on the other fide Jordan, in the land of 


_ the’ Amorites, whieh 7# in ‘Gilead. 9? Moreover; . 
the children of Ammon ‘pafled over jordan, to 
fight alfo againft Judah, and againft Benjamin, 
- and againft the houfe ef Ephraim, fo that I- 


_ rael was fore diftreffed: 


While thofe two judges,.'Tola and Jair, .prefided in the afe- 
fairs of Ifrael, things went well; but afterwards, 
1.. Ifrael returned to their idolatry, that fin which did mott: 


eafilyy 


“Deut. xii. 12, &Fe. 


J U’'D 
eafily befet them, ver. 6. They did evil again in the fight of 
the Lord, from whom they were unaccountably bent to back- 
flide, as a foolif> people and unwife. (1-) ‘They worfhipped 
many gods ; not only their old demons, Baalim and Afhtaroth 


which the Canaanites had worfhipped ; -but, as. if they would 
proclaim their folly to all their neighbours, they ferved the gods 
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of Syria, Zidon, Moab, Ammon, and the Philiftines. ‘It looks - 


as if the chief trade of Ifrael were-to-import deities, from all 
countries. It-is hard to fay, whether it was more impious or 
impolitic to do this. «By introducing thefe foreign deities, they 
rendered themfelves mean and defpicable ; for no nation that 
had any fenfe<of honour changed their gods. Much of the 
wealth of Ifrael, we may fuppofe,.was carried out, in offerings 
to'the temples-of the deities in the feveral countries from 
whence they:came, on which, as their mother-churches, their 
temples in [frael were expeéted to own their dependance. The 
priefts and devotees of thofe forry deities would follow their 
gods, no doubt, in crowds into the land of -Ifrael ; and if they 
could not live in their own country, would take root there ; 
and fo ftrangers would devour their ftrength. If they did it 
in compliment to their neighbour nations, and to ingratiate 
chemfelves with them, juftly were they difappointed ; for’ thofe 
nations which, by their wicked arts, they fought to make their 


_friends, by the righteous judgments of God-became their enc- 


mies and oppreflors. Jn quo quis peccat, in eo punitur. (2.) 
They did not fo much as admit the God of Ifrael to be one 


_of thofe many deities they worfhipped, but quite caft him off; 
they forfook the Lord, and ferved not him at all. Thofe that 


think to ferve both God and Mammon, will foon come entire- 
ly to forfake God, and to ferve Mammon only. If God have 


. not all the heart, he will foon have none of it. 


‘2. God renewed his judgments upon them, bringing them 


-under the power of opprefling enemies. Had they fallen into 


the hands of the Lord-immediately, they might havé found that 


_ his mercies were great: but God let them fall into the hands 


of man, whofe tender mercies are cruel. He fold them into the 
hands of the Pbiliftines, that lay fonth-wet of Canaan, and of 
the Ammonites, that lay north-eaft, both at the fame time ; fo 


, that between thofe two milftones they were miferably cru/bed, 


as the original word is, ver. 8. for oppreffed. God had ap- 
pointed, that if any of the cities of Ifrael fhould revolt to ido- 
latry, the reft fhould make war upon them, and cut them off, 
They had -been jealous enough in that 

natter, almoft to an extreme, in the eafe of the altar fet up by 
the two trikes and a half, Jofh. axil. but now they were grown 
fo very bad, that when one city was infected with idolatry, the 


-next took the infection, and inftead of punifhing it, imitated 
-and outdid it: and therefore fince they that fhould have been 


revengers to execute wrath on them that did this evil, were 
themfelves guilty, or dore the fword in vain, God brought 


, the neighbour nations upon them to chaftife them for their a- 


-pottafy.. . 


\ 

‘Lhe oppreffion of Ifrael by the Ammonites, the pofterity of 
Lot, was, (1.) Very long: It continued cightcen years. Some 
make thofe years to be part of the judgefhip of Jair, who could 
not prevail to reform and deliver Hrael as he would. Others 
make them to commence at the death of Jair; which feems the 


* more probable, becanfe that part of Ifrael which was moft in- 


felted by the Ammonites, was Gilead, Jair’s own country ; 


"_-avhich we cannot fuppofe to have fuffered fo much while he 


was living; but that that part at leaft would be reformed and 
protected. (2.) Very grievous: They vexed them and ope 


prefed them. It was a great vexation to be opprefled by fuch | 


a defpicable people as the children of Ammon were. They 


began with thofe tribes that lay next them on the other fide of | 
Jordan, ltere called the land of the Amorites, ver. 8. becaufe the 


| 
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Ge ES Chap. X. 
Ifraelites were fo wretchedly degenerated, and had made the 


felves fo like the Heathen, that they were become in a mannet- 


perfe&: Amorites, Ezek. xvi. 3. Or, becaufe by their fin they 
forfeited their title to this land; fo that it might juftly be look- 
ed upon as the and of the Amorites again, from whom they took » 
it. But, by degrees, they puthed forward, came over Jordan, 
and invaded Judah, and Benjamin, and Ephraim, ver. 9. three — 
of the moft famous tribes of Ifrael; yet thus infulted, when  — 
they had forfaken God, and unable to make head againft the 
invader.” Now the threatening was~ fulfilled, that they fhould 
be flain before their enemies, and fhould have no power to Sand ae 
before them, Lev. xxvi. 17, 37. Their ways and their doings — 
procure this to themfelves; they are fadly degenerated, and fo 
they come to be forely diftrefled.. . aca 


ae ka ae Re 


10 4 And the children of Ifrael cried unto 
the Lorn, faying, We have finned againft thee, 
both becaufe we have forfaken our God, and — 
alfo ferved Baalim. - 11 And the Lorp faid un- 
to the children of Ifrael, Dzd not I deliver you 
from the Egyptians, and from the Amorites, 
from the children of Ammon,and from the Phi- — 
liftines? 12 The Zidonians alfo, and the Ama-. _ 
lekites, and the Maonites did opprefs you, and 
‘ye cried to me, and I delivered you out of their — 


‘hand. 13 Yet ye have forfaken me, and ferved 


other gods: wherefore I will deliver you no 
miore. 14 Goand cry unto the gods which ye ~ 
have chofen; let them deliver you in the time ~ 
of your tribulation. 15 And the children of — 
Hfrael faid unto the Lorp,~We have finned, do “ 
thou unto us whatfoever feemeth good unto 

thee, deliver us orily, we pray thee, this day. 

16 And they put away the ftrange gods from 

among them, and ferved the Lorn: and his 

foul was grieved for the mifery of Ifrael. 17 

Then the children of Ammon were gathered _ 
together, and incamped in Gilead: and the chil- _ 
dren of Ifrael affembled themfelves ‘together, 
and incamped in Mizpeh: 18 And the peopl 
and princes of Gilead faid one to another, Whe 
man is be that will begin to fight againft th 
children of Ammon? he fhall be head over 
the. inhabitants of Gilead. uy oh are: 
- Here is, 1. An humble confeflion which Ifrael makes to 
in their diftrefs, ver. 10. “Now they own themfelves | 
like a malefa€tor upon the rack, and promife reformation h 
child under the rod. They did not only complain of the 
trefs, but acknowledged it was their own fin that brought t n 
‘into the diftrefs ; therefore God was righteous, and they di ij 


of 


be 
t 


their fin began, We have forfaken our God; 
miffions, We have ferved Baalim; *and herein | 
ifly, treacheroufly, and very wickedly. 


2, An humbling meflage which God thereupon fends to Ii 
rael; whether by an angel, as chap. ii. 1. or by a prophet, as 
chap. vi. 8. is not certain. It was kind th “God took. notice 
of their cry, and did not turn a deaf ear to it, and: fenc t 

no anfwer at all; it was kind likewife, : 


~ 


' 


— bie 
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Chap. x. 


to repent, he fent them fuch a meflage as was proper to further 
and promote:their repentance, that they might be qualified and 
mepared for deliverance. Now, in this meflage, (1.) He up- 
braids them with their great ingratitude, minds them of the 
great things he had done for them, delivering them from fach 
and fuch enemies ; the Egyptians firft, out of whofe land they 
were réfcued ; the Amorites whom they conquered, and in- 
to whofe land they entered; and fince their fettlement there, 
“when the Ammonites had joined with the Moabites to op- 
prefs them, chap. iii. 13. when the Philiftines were vexati- 
“ous in the days of Shamgar, and afterwards other enemies had 
given them trouble, upon their petition God had wrought 
Many a great falvation for them, ver. 11, 12. Of their be- 
“ing oppreffed by the Zidonians and the Maonites, we read 
not elfewhere. _God had in juftice corrected them, and in 
mercy delivered them ; and therefore might have expected, 
that either ‘for fear, or for love, they fhould have ftuck to hint 
and his fervice: well therefore might the word cut them to the 
heart, ver. 13.. Yet ye have forfuken me, that have brought 
you out of your troubles, and ferved other gods that brought 
you into your troubles, Thus did they for/ade their own mer- 
cies for their own delufions. (2.) He fhews them how juftly 
he might now abandon them to ruin, by abandoning them to 
the gods that they bad ferved. To awaken them to a thorouph 


fepentance and reformation, he lets them fee, [1.] Their folly | 


in ferving Baalim, They had been at a vat expence to obtain 


the favour of fuch gods as could not help them, then when they 


had moft-need of their help: Goand cry unto the gods which ‘ye 
have chofen, ver. 14. try what they can do for you now: you 
have worlhipped them as gods ; try if they have now either'a 
_ divine power, “6r a divine goodnefs to be employed for you: 
tpn y Pe ks se , 
you paid your homage to them as your kings and lords; try if 
they will now proteé you: you bronght your facrifices of praife 


"to their altars as your benefactors, imagining that they gave you. | 


your coro, and wine, and oil; but a friend indeed will be a 


friend in need; what ftead will their fayour ftand you in now? * 


‘Note, It is neceflary in: true repentance, that there be. full con- 
vidtion of the utter infufficiency of all thofe things to help us, 
and do us any kindnefs, which we have idolized, and fet upon 
the throne in our hearts, in competition with God. ‘ We mutt 
be convinced, that the pleafures of fenfe, on which we have do- 
ted, cannot be our fatisfaétion, nor the wealth of the world 


* which we have coveted be our portions that we cannot be hap- 


py or eafy any where but in God. [2.] Their. mifery and 
danger in forfaking God, See what a pafs you have brought 
_yourfelves to: now you can expeé no other bat that I fhould 


fay, I will deliver you no more; and what will become of you 


then? ver. 13. This he tells them not only as what he might 
~ do, but as what he would do, if they refted in a confeflion of 
what they had done amifs, and did not. put away their idols, 
-andamend forthe future, ‘ 
— 3. An humble: fubmiffion which Ifrael hereupon made to 
God?s ju €,, with an humble application to his mercy, ver. 
315. The children of Ifrael met together, it is likely in a folemn 
affembly at the door of the tabernacle, received the impreflions 
of the. mefflage God had fent them, were not. driven by. it to 


defpair, though it was very threatening; but refolve to lie at: | 


-“God’s feet, and.if they perifh, they will perifh there. . They 


not only repeat their confeflion, We have finned, but, (1.) They 
. arrender themfelves to God’s juftice : Do thou unto us what | 


could do them no wrong whatever he Jaid upon them. They 


_ humble themfelves under his mighty and heavy hand, and ac- 
t of the punifbment of their iniquity, which Mofes had made 


4 
o 


condition of God’s return in mercy to them, Ley. xxvie 
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Joever Jeemeth good unto thee, Hereby-they own that they de- 
‘ 'ferved the feverelt tokens of God’s difpleafure, and were fure he «. 


‘ESE 


. 
41.. Note, True penitents dare and will refer themfelyes to 
God to correét them as he thinks fit, knowing that their fin is 
highly malignant in its deferts, and that God is not rigorous or 
extreme in his demands. (2.) They fupplicate: for God’s 
mercy, and implore that: Deliver us! only, cue pray thee, this 


day, from this enemy. They acknowledge what they deferved, , 


yet pray to God not to deal with them according to their de- 
ferts. Note, We mutt fubmit to God’s jaftice, with a hope in 
his mefcy. S3 , 

4. A blefled reformation {et on foot hereupon. They brought 
forth fruits meet for repentance, ver. 16. They put away the 
Sods of flrangers, (as the word is,) firange gods, and worthip- 
ped by thofe nations that were f{trangers to the commonwealth 
of Ifrael, and to the covenants of promife;and they ferued the 
Lord. Weed drove them to him. They Knew it was to no 
purpofe to go to the gods whom they had ferved, and therefore 


return to the God whom they had fhghted.. This is true re- - 


pentance, not only for fin, but from fin. 

5, God’s gracious return in mercy to them ; which is ex- 
prefled here very tenderly, ver. 16. His foul was grieved jor 
the mifery of Ifrael. Not that there is any: grief in God ;" he 
has infinite joy and happinefs in himlelf, which cannct be broke 


in upon by cither the fins or the miferies of his creatures 3 nor’ 


that there is any change in Gods he és in one mind, and who 


can turn him? But his goodnefs is his glory. By it he pros | 


claims his name, and magnifies it above all his name. And:as 
he is pleafed to put -himfelf into the relation of a father to his 
people that are in covenant with him, fo he is pleaféd to repre- 
fent his goodnefs to them, by the conipaffions of a father to-. 
wards his children: for as he is the Father of lights, fo he is 
the Father of mercies. As the difobedience and mifery of a 
child is a grief to a tender father, and makes him feel very fen- 
fibly from *his natural affection ; fo the provocations of God’s 


“people are a grief to him, Pfal.xcv. 10. he is broken with their 


whorifh heart, Ezek. vi. 9. their troubles ‘alfo are a grief to’ 
him. So he is pleafed to fpeak when “he’is pleafed to appear 


| forthe deliverance’ of his people ; changing his way and me- 


thod of proceeding, as tender parents when they begin to relent - 


towards their children, with whom they have been difpleafed: 
Such are the tender mercies of our God, and fo far is he from . 


having any pledfure in the death of firyners. 


6. Things are now working towards their deliverance from, » 


the Ammonites oppreflion, ver. 17, 18.: God had faid, I 
will deliver you no more but now they are not what they 


\ ; , % . 
. were; they are other men, they are new men, and now’ he will 


deliver them. That threatening was denounced to convince 


and humble them ; and now it had. taken its defired effect, it. 


is revoked, in order'to their deliverance. {1.) The Amnion- - 


ites are hardened to their own ruin: they gathered together in 
one body, that they might be deftroyed at one blow, Rev. xvi. 


16. (2.) The Ifraelites are animated and fpirited ‘to their own - 


refcue.. They aflembled likewife, ver. 17, During their eigh- 
teen years oppreflion, as in their former fervitudes, they were 
run down by their enemies, becaufe they would not incorporate ; 
each family, city, or tribe, would ftand by itfelf, and aét inde- 


pendently, and fo they all became an eafy prey to the oppreflors, . 


for'want of a due fenfe of a. common intereft to cement them: but 
whenever they got together, they did well; fo they did here: When 
God’s Ifrael become as one man to advance a common good, and 


oppofe a commion enemy, what difficulty can ftand before them? _ 
‘The people and princes of Gilead being met, confult firft abouta . 
general that fhould command in chief again{t the. Ammonites... 


Hitherto moft of the deliverers of Ifrael had an extraordinary 


call to:the office, as. Ehud, Barak,-Gideon ; but the next is to. 


be called in a more common way, by a convention of the ftates, 
who inquired out 4 fit man to command their army, found out 
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one admirably well qualified for the purpofe, and God owned 
their choice by putting his Spirit upon him, chap. xi, 29, So 
that this inftance is of ufe for direCtion and ‘encouragement in 
after ages, when extraordinary calls are no longer to be expett- 
ed.. Let {uch be impartially chofen to public truft and power 
whom God has qualified, and then God will gracioufly own 
thofe who are thus chofen. 


C HA Beet 

- This chapter gives us the hiflory of Fephthah, another of Lfrael’s 
judges, and numbered among the worthies of the Old Tefiament, 
that by faith did great things, Hcb. xi. 32. though he had not 
Jech an extraordinary call- as the reft there mentioned had. 
Here is, 1. The difadvantages of his rife and original, ver. 
1,—3. Il. The Gileadites choice of him to be commander in 

_ chief againft the Ammonites, and the terms he made with thems 

_ ver. 4,—11. IU. His treaty with the king of Ammon a- 
bout the rights of the two nations, that the matter might be de- 
termined, if poffible, without bloodfhed, ver. 12,—28. IV. 
His war with the Ammonites, which he enters upon with a 
folemn vow, ver. 29,—31. profecutes with bravery, ver. 32. 
and ends with a glorious vittory, ver. 33. V. The firaits he 
was brought into at his return to his own houfe, by the vow 


he had made, ver. 34,—409. 
FW, YOW jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty 
N man of valour, and he was the fon of 
an harlot: and Gilead begat Jephthah. 2 And 
Gilead’s wife bare him fons, and his wife’s fons 
grew up, and they thruft out Jephthah, and fc.d 
unto him, Thou fhalt not inherit in our father’s 
houfe, for thou art the fon of a ftrange woman. 
3 Then Jephthah fled from his brethren, and 
dwelt in the land of Tob: and there were ga- 


» 


thered vain men to Jephthah, and went out 


with him. * . 
.. The princes and people of Gilead we left, in the clofe o 


the foregoing chapter, confulting about the choice of a general ; 
being come to this refolve, that who ever would undertake to 


lead their forces againft the children of Ammon, fhould, by ~ 


common confent, be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead. 

‘The enterprife was difficult, and it was fit fo great an encou- 
ragement as this fhould be propofed to him that would under- 
take it. Now, all agreed that Jephthah the Gileadite was a 
mighty man of valour, and very fit for their purpofe ; none fo 
fit as he: but he lay under three difadvantages. 

_ 1. He was the fon of an harlot, ver. 1. of a /lrange woman, 
ver. 2. one that was neither a wife nor a concubine. Some 
think his mother was a Gentile; fo Jofephus, who calls him 
a firanger by the mother’s fide; an Uhmaelite, fay the Jews. If 
his mother was a harlot, that was not his fault, however it was 
his difgrace. Men ought not to be reproached with any of the 


infelicities of their parentage or extraction, fo long’as they are | 


endeavouring, by their perfonal merits, to roll away the re- 
preach. ‘The fon of a harlot, if born again, born from above, fhall 
be accepted of God, and be as welcome as any other to the 
glorious liberties of his children. Jephthah could not. read in 
the law the brand there put on Pee anaaiel the. enemies 
he was to grapple with, that they fhould not enter into the con- 


_gregation of the Lord; but in the fame paragraph he met with | 


that which looked black upon himfelf, that a baftard fhould 
be in like manner excluded, Deut. xxiii. 2, 3.. But if that 


Jaw. means, .as moft probably it doth, only thofe that are born | 
of inceft, not of fornication, he was not within the reach of it. _ 


/ 


ae eee, 


“elders of Gilead went’ to fetch jephtheli out OF 
' the land of Tob: 


fight with the children of Ammon. 


| be our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead. 


2. He had been driven from his country by his brethren, ° 
His father’s legitimate children, infifting upon the rigourof the 
law, thraft him out from having any inheritance with them, _ 
without any confideration had of his extraordinary qualifica- 
tions, which merited a difpenfation, and would have made him 
a mighty ftrength and ornament of their family, if they had o-- 
verlooked his being a by-blow, and admitted him to a child’s _ 
part, ver. 2.. One would not -have thought this abandoned 
youth was intended to be Ifrael’s deliverer and judge : but God | 
often humbles thofe whom he deGgns to exalt, and makes that 


pf 
7 
flone the head of the corner which the builders refufed. So Jo- 
feph, Mofes, and David, the three mo{t eminent of the fhep- — 
herds of Ifrael, were all thruft out by men, before they were 
called of God to their great offices. Ay a 4 2 
3. He had in his exile headed a rabble, ver. 3. Being dri- 
ven out by his brethren, his great foul would not fuffer him ei- 
ther to dig or beg, but by his fword he mutt live; and being i 
foon noted for his bravery, thofé that were reduced to fuch 
{iraits, and animated by fuch a fpirit, lifted themfelves tinder 
him. ain men they are here called, i.e. men that had run ; 
through their eftates, and were to feek for a livelihood. ‘Thofe 
went out with him, not to rob’or plunder, but to hunt wild 
beafts, and perhaps to make incurfions upon thofe countries ; 


. which Ifrael was intitled to, but were not as yet come to the 


poffeffion of, or were fome way or other injured by. Z 
This is the man that mutt fave Ifrael. “That'people had by > 
their idolatry made themfelves children of whoredoms, and a~_ 
liens from God and his covenant ; and therefore, though God, 
upon their repentance, ‘will deliver them, yet, to mortify them, 
and mind them of their fin, he chufeth to°do it by a baftard, ~ i 
and an exile. — ogee * ae 
, ? 2 - i 

44 And it came*to pafs in procefs of time, 
that the children of Ammon made war againft 
Hrael. 5 And it was fo, that when the chil. — 
dren of Ammon made war againft: Ifrael, the 


d 6 And they faid unto Jeph- 

thah, Come and be our captain, that we may 

ey sch: ea 
Jephthah faid unto the elders of Gilead, Did 
not ye hate me, and expel me out of my fae. 4 
ther’s houfe? and why are ye come ‘unto me 
now when ye are in diftrefs?. 8 And the elders — 
of Gilead faid unto Jephthah, Therefore we tun 4 
again to thee now, that thou mayeft go with us, - j 
and fight againft the children of Ammon, and a 
g And Jephthah faid unto the elders of Gilead, — 
If ye bring me home again to fight againft the - 
children of Ammon, and the Lorp deliver them — 
before me’; fhall 1 be your head? 10 And the. 
elders of Gilead faid unto Jephthah, The Lorn 
be witnefs between us, if we do not fo accord- 

ing to thy words. 11 Then Jephthah 1 
with the elders of Gilead, and the people made 
him head and captain over them: and Jeph- — 
thah uttered all his words before the Lorp in 


re 
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in upon the Ammonites invafion oftheir country; ver. 4. Pro- 
bably this was’the fame invafion with that mentioned chap. x. 
17. when the children of Ammon were gathered together, and 
‘incamped in, or againft Gilead. And thofe words, in procefs 
‘of time, tefer to what goes immediately before, of the expulfion 
of Jephthah : many days after he had been thus thruft out ins 
difgrace, was he fetched back again with honour. 
2. The court which the elders made te Jephthah hereupon 
__ to come and help them. - They did not write or fend a mef. 
fenger'to him,~ but went themfelves to fetch him, refolving to 
have no denial; and the exigence of the cafe was fuch as would 
admit no delay. Their errand to him was, ver. 6. Come and 
be our captain. They-knew none among themfelves that was 
able to undertake that great truft, but do in effect confefs them- 
felves unfit for it: they know him to be a ftout man, and enu- 
‘red to the fword ; and therefore ‘he muft be the man. See 
how God prepares men for the fervicé he defigns them for, 
and makes their troubles work for their advancement. If Jeph- 
thah had not been put to his fhifts by his brethrens unkindnefs, 
he had not had fuch occafion as that gave him to exercife and 
improve his martial genius, and fo to fignalize himfelf, and be- 
come famous. Out of the eater comes forth meat. “The chil- 
dren of Ifrael were affembled and incamped, chap. x: 17. “But 
an army without a general is like a body without a head ; there- 
fore come, (fay they), and be our captain, that we may fight. 
See the neceility of government. “Though they were hearty 
enough in the caufe, yet they owned they could not fight with- 
- out a captain to command them. So’ neceffary is it to-all fo- 
cieties that there be a pars imperans, and a pars fubdita, fome 
to rule, and others to obey } that any community would hum- 
bly beg the favgar of being commanded, rather than that every 
~ man fhould be iis own mafter. Bleffed be. God for govern- 


Bopper upon thee as fhall balance that indignity. Let this in- 
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now, the time may come when we may have need of them, and 
would be glad to be beholden to them. - It is our wifdom to 
make no man our enemy, becaufe we know not how foon our 
diftrefles may be fuch, as that we may be highly concerned to 
make him our friend. (2:) An encouragement to men of 
worth that are flighted and ill treated; let them bear it with 
meeknefs and chearfulnefs, and leave it to God to make their 
light fhine out of obfcurity. ~Fuller’s remark on this ftory, in 
his Pi/gah fight, is this; “ Virtue once in an age will work 


‘* her own advancement; and when fuch as hate it chance to ~ 


“ need it, they will be forced to prefer it,” and then the ho- 
nour will appear the brighter. 

5- The bargain he makes with them. He had mentioned 
the injuries they had formerly‘done him ; but perceiving their 
repentance, his {pirit was too great and generous to mention 
them any more. “God had_ forgiven Ifrael the affronts the 
had done-him, chap. x. 17. and. therefore Jephthah will for- 
give.“ Only he thinks it prudent to make his bargain wifely 
for the future, fince he deals with men that he had reafon to 
diftruft. (1.) He puts them a fair queftion, ver. 9. He 
{peaks not with too much confidence of his fuccefs, knowing 
how juftly God might fuffer the Ammonites to’ prevail for the 
further punifhment of Ifrael ; but puts an if upon ite Nor doth 


: he fpeak with any confidence at all in himfelf, if he do fucceed ; 


it is the Lord that delivers them into his hand; intending hereby 
to mind his countrymen to look up to God, as arbitrater of 
the controverfy, and the giver of victory ; for fo he did. Now, 
if, by the blefling of God, I come home a conqueror, tell me 
plainly, hall I be your head? If I deliver you under God, 
fhall I, under him, reform you? The fame quettion is put to 
thofe who defire falvation by Chrift. If he fave you, will ye 
be willing that he fhall rule you? for on no other terms will he 
fave you. If he make you happy, thall he make you holy? 
If he be your helper, fhall he be your head ? (2..) They imme- 
diately gave him a pofitive anfwer, ver. 10. We will do am 
cording to thy words ; command us in war, and thou fhalt com- 
mand us in peace. They do not take time to conifider of it 3 
the cafe was too plain to need a debate, and the neceffity too 
prefling to admit a delay. They knew they had power to con- 
clude a treaty for thofe whom they reprefented, and therefore 
bound it with an oath: The Lord be witnefs betaveen us. They 
appeal to God’s omnifcience as the judge of their prefent_fin- 
cerity, and to his juftice as an avenger, if afterwards they fhould 
prove falfe. The Lord be a hearer; fo the word is. What- 
ever we {peak, it concerns us to remember that God is a hear- 
er, and to fpeak accordingly. Thus was the original contrac 
ratified between Jephthah and the Gileadites, which all Ifrael, 
it fhould feem, agreed to afterwards; for it is faid, chap. xii. 7 
he judged Hrael. He hereupon went with them, ver, 11. to 
the place where they were all:aflembled, chap. x..17. and there, 
by. common-confent, they made him head and captain, and fo 
ratified the bargain their reprefentatives had made with him, 
that he fhould be not only captain now, but: ‘head. for life. 
Jephthah, to obtain this little honour, was willing toexpofe his 
life for.them, chap. xii. 3.5; and fhall we be ‘difcouraged in our 
Chriftian warfare by any of the difficulties WE May meet with 
init, when Chrift himfelf has promifed 4 crown of life to him 

that overcometh ? pe on Stans Vor ees 
6. Jephthah’s pions acknowledgement of God in this great 
affair, ver. 41. He uttered all his words before the Lord in 
Mixpeh: that is, upon his elevation, he -ptefently retired to his 
devotions, and in prayer fpread the whole matter before God, 
both his choice to the office, and his execution of the office ; 
asone that had his eye ever towards the Lord, and would do 
nothing without him ; that leaned not to his own underfland- 
ing or courage, but.depended om ‘God and his f4your, He 
; U utters, 
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utters before God all his thoughts and cares in this matter, for 
he gives us leave to be free with him. (1.) Lord, the people 
have made me their head; wilt thou confirm the choice, and 
own me as thy people’s head under thee, and for thee? God 
jattly complains of Ifrael, Hof. vii. 4. They have fet up 
Kings, but not by me. Lord, faith Jephthah, I will be no head 
of their making without thee; I will not accept the govern- 
ment, unlefs thou give leave. Had Abimelech done this, he 
might have profpered. (2.) Lord, they have made me their 
captain, to go before them in this war with the Ammonites ; 
fhall I have thy prefence? wilt thou go before me? If not, 
carry me not up hence. Lord, fatisfy me in the jultice of the 
caufe; affure me of fuccefs in the enterprife. This is a rare 
example, to be imitated by all, particularly by great ones. In 
all our ways let us acknowledge God, feek his favour, afk 
counfel at his mouth, and take him along with us; fo fhall we 
make our way profperous. ‘Thus Jephthah opened the cam- 
paign with prayer. It was likely to end glorioufly, which be- 
gan pioufly. 

12 § And Jephthah fent meffengers unto the 
king of the children of Ammon, faying, What 
haft thou to do with me, that thou art come a- 
gainft me, to fight in my land? 13 And the 
king of the children of Ammon anfwered unto 

‘ the meffengers of Jephthah, Becaufe Irael took 
away my land when they came up out of E- 
gypt, from Arnon even unto Jabbok, and un- 


to Jordan: now therefore reftore thofe lands a-_ 


gain peaceably. 14 And Jephthah fent mef- 
fengers again unto the king of the children of 
Ammon: 15 And faid unto him, Thus faith 
Jephthah, Ifrael took not away the land of Mo- 
ab, nor the land of the children of Ammon: 


16 But when Ifrael came up from Egypt, and 


walked through the wildernefs .unto the Red- 
fea, and came te Kadefh; 17 Then Ifrael fent 
meflengers unto the king of Edom, faying, Let 
me, I pray thee, pafs through thy land; but the 


king of Edom would not hearken thereto. And | 


in like manner they fent unto the king of Mo- 
ab ; but he would not con/ent + and Irael abode 
in Kadefh. 18 Then they went along through 
the wildernefs, and compaffed the land of E- 
dom, and the land of Moab, and came by the 
eaft-fide of the land of Moab, and pitched on 
the other fide of Arnon, but came not within 
the border of Moab: for Arnon was the bor- 
der of Moab. 19 And Ifrael fent meflengers 
unto Sihon king of the Amorites, the king of 
Hefhbon; and Ifrael faid unto him, Let us pafs, 
we pray thee, through thy land unto my place. 
20 But Sihon trufted not Ifrael to pafs through 
his coaft: but Sihon gathered all his people to- 
_gether, and pitched in Jahaz, and fought againtt 
Ifrael. 21 And the Lorp God of Hrael deli- 
vered Sion and all his people into the hand of 


Ifrael, and they {mote them: fo Ifrael poffefled. 
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~ man of valour, but‘ was willing to prevent it by a peaceable ac-. 


» how therefore reftore thofe lands. We have reafon to t 
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all the land of the Amorites, the inhabitants of § — 
that country. 22 And they poffeffed all the 
coafts of the Amorites, from Arnon even unto | 
Jabbok, and from the wildernefs,even unto Jor- 
dan. 23 So now the Lorn God of Ifrael hath 
difpoffed the Amorites from before his people If- 
rael, and fhouldit thou poffefs it? 24 Wilt not -— 
thou poflefs that which Chemofh thy god giveth 
thee to poflefs ? So whomfoever the Lorn our 
God fhall drive out from before us, them will we =~ 
poffefs, 25 And now art thou any thing bet- 
ter than Balak the fon of Zippor king of Moab? 
did he ever ftrive againft Ifrael, or did he ever 
fight againft{ them. 26 While Ifrael dwelt in 
Hefhbon and her towns, and in Aroer and her 
towns, and in all the cities that be along by ~ 
the coafts of Arnon, three hundred years? why 
therefore did ye not recover them within that 
time? -27 Wherefore I have not finned againft 
thee, but thou doft me wrong to war againft — 
me: the Lorp the Judge be judge this day 
between the children of ifrael and the children’ 
of Ammon. 28 Howbeit, the king of the chil- 
dren of Ammon hearkened not unto the words 
of Jephthah which he fent him. a 
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We have here the treaty between Jephthal, now judge of 
Ifrael, and the king of the Ammonites, who is not named; — 4 
that the controverfy between the two nations might, if poflible, 
be accommodated without the effufion of bloods tits 

1. Jephthah, as one having authority, fent to the king of 


| Ammon, who in this war was‘ the aggreflor, to demand his 


reafons for invading the land of Ifrael, ver. 12. Why art thou 
come to fight againft me in.my land? Had I come firit into thy 
land to difturb thee in thy poffeffion, that had been reafon e+ : 
nough for fighting againft me ; for how muft force be repelled 
but by force? But what haft thou to do to come thus in a hoe | 
ftile manner into my land? So he calls it, in the name both of 

God and Ifrael. Now, this fair demand fhews, (1.) That 
Jephthah did not delight in war, though he were a mighty 


commodation. If he ¢ould by reafon perfuade the invaders to. 
retire, he would not compel them to do it by the fword. War 
fhould be the laft remedy, not to be ufed till all other methods 
of ending matters in variance have been tried in vain. Ratio 
ultima regum. This rule fhould be obferved in going to law.. 
The fword of juftice, as well as the fword of war, muft not be ~ eS 
appealed to, till the contending parties have firft endeavoured 
by gentler means to underftand one another, and accommodate, __ 
matters in variance, 1 Cor. vi. 1. (2.) That Jephthah did de- 
light in equity, and defigned no other but to do juftice. Ifthe 
children of Ammon could convince him that Ifrael had done 7 _ 
them wrong, he was ready to reftore the rights of the Am- 
monites. If not, it was plain by their invafion they did [frack 
ites. A fenfe of juftice fhould guide and govern us in all our 
undertakings. Wie cher ee wn é 
2. The king of the Ammonites now gives in his dem: 
which he thould have publithed before | ae tal ade 
ver. 13. His pretence is, Ifrael took away thy land long fi 


| Wrong, and he was ready to maintain the rights of the Ifracl- 
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the Ammonites, when they made this defcent upon Ifrael, 


“meant no other but to fpoil and plunder the country, and en- 


rich themfelves with the prey, as they had done formerly un- 


der Eglon, chap. ii. 13. when no fuch demand as this was 


made, though the matter was then frefh. But when Jephthah 
demanded the caufe of their quarrel, and they could not for 


_ fhame own what was their true intent and meaning, fome old 


_-mufty records were fearched, or fome ancient traditions inqui- 
‘red into, and from them this reafon trumped up, to ferve the 


prefent turn, for a colourable pretence of equity in the invafion. 
Even thofe that do the greateft wrong, yet have fuch a con- 
‘viction in their confciences of juftice, that they would feem to 
do right: Reffore thofe lands. See upon what uncertain terms 
we hold our worldly poffeffions. 
fureft hold of, may be challenged from us, and wrefted out of 
our hands. Thofe that are got to the heavenly Canaan, need 
not fear having their titles queftioned. 

- 3. Jephthah gives in a very full and farisfactory anfwer to 
this demand, fhewing it to be altogether unjuft and unreafon- 
able, and that the Ammonites had no title to this country, that 


lay between the rivers Arnon and Jabbok, now in the poffef- 


fion of the tribes of Reuben and Gad. As one very well ver- 


_ fed in the hiftory of his country, he fhews, 


__ 1ft, That Ifrael never took any land away, either from the 


Moabites or Ammonites. He puts them together, becaufe 
they were brethren, the children of Lot, near neighbours, and 
-of united interefts; having the fame god (Chemofh), and per- 
haps fometimes the fame king. The lands in .queftion Ifrael 
took away, not from the Moabites or Ammonites ; they had 
particular orders from God, not to meddle with them, or any 
‘thing they had, Deut. ii. 9, 19. and religioufly obferved their 
orders; but they found them in the poffeflion of Sihon king 


_of the Amorites, and out of his hand they took them, juftly 


and -honourably, as he will thew afterwaads. If the Amorites, 
‘before Ifrael came into that country, had taken thefe lands from 
the Moabites or Ammonites as-it fhould feem they had, Numb. 


_ xxi. 26. Jofh. xiii. 25. Ifrael was not concerned to inquire 


2 


into that, or anfwer for it. If the Ammonites had loft thefe 
Tands, and their title to them, the children of Ifrael were un-. 
der no obligation to recover the poffeflion for them. Their 


_. bufinefS was, to conquer for themfelves, not for other people. 
( 


This is his firft plea, Not guilty of the trefpafs. 
_ 2dly, That they were fo far from invading the property of 


_any other nations, but only of the devoted pofterity of curfed, 


Canaan, (one of the, bganches of which the Amorites were, 
Gen. x. 16.) that they would not fo much as force a pafflage 
through the country either of the Edomites, the feed of Efau, 
or of the Moabites, the feed of Lot; but even after a very te- 
dious march through the wildernefs, with which they were fad- 


. ly tired, ver. 16. when the king of Edom firft, and afterwards 
the king of Moab, denied them the courtfey of a way through 


their country, ver. 17. rather than give them any offence or 
annoyance, weary as they were, they put themfelves to the 
further fatigue of compafling botl the land of Edom and that 


' of Moab, and came not within the border of either, ver. 18. 


- 
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Note, Thofe that carry themfelves inoffenfively, may take the 
comfort of it, and plead it againft thofe that charge them with 
injuftice and wrong-doing. Our righteoufne/s will anfwer for 


What we think we have the. 


}-U_ DG E'S: 


us in time to come, Gen. xxx. 33. and will put to filence the ig- 
_ norance of foolifh men, 1 Pet. i. 12. 


_ 3dly, That, in that war in which they took this land out 
of the hands of Sihon king of the Amorites, he was the ag- 
greflor, and not they, ver. 19,20. ‘They fent a humble pe- 
tition to him, for leave to go through his land; willing to give 


him any fecurity for their good behaviour in their march, Le¢ 


"us pa/s, (fay they) unto my place, i. e to the land of Canaan ; 


f 
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that is the only place we call ours, and to which we are prefs 
fing forwards, not defigning a fettlement here. But Sihon not 
only denied them this courtfey, as Edom and Moab had done; 
had he only done fo, who knows but Ifrael might have gone 
about fome other way? but he muftered all his forces, and 
fought again{t Ifrael, ver.'20.; not only fhut them out of his 
own land, but would have cut them off from the face of the 
earth, Numb. xxi. 23, 24. aimed at nothing lefs than their 
ruin, ver. 20. Ifrael therefore, in their war with him, ftood 
in their own juft and neceflary defence ; and therefore, having 
routed his army, might juftly, in further revenge of the injury, 
feize his country as forfeited. So Ifrael came to the pofleflion 
of this country, and doubt not but to make good their title to 
it. And it is very unreafonable for the Ammonites to quef- 
tion their title; for the Amiorites were the inhabitants of that 
country ? and it was purely their land and their coafts, that 
the Ifraeélites then made themfelves matters of, ver. 21, 22. 

4ibly, He pleads a grant from the crown, and claims under 
that, ver. 2g, 24. — It was not Ifrael; they were fatigued with 
their long march, and were not fit for action fo foon; but it 
was the Lord God of Ifrael, who is King of nations, whofe 
the earth is, and the fulnefs thereof; he it was that difpoffed 
the Amorites, and planted Ifrael in their room. God gave it 
them by-an exprefs and particular conveyance, fuch as vefted 
the title in them, which they might make good againft all the 
world, Deut. iit. 24. J have given into thy hand Sihon and 
his land.’ He gave it them, by giving them a complete victory 
over the prefent occupants, notwith{tanding the great difadvan« 
tages they were under. Can you think, that God gave it us 
in fuch an extraordinary manner, with defign that we fhould 
return it to the Moabites or Ammonites again? No; we put 
a higher value upon God’s favours, than to part with them fo 
eafily. To corroborate this plea, he urges him with an argu« 
ment ad hominem, Wilt not thou poffefs that which Chemofb thy 
god giveth thee? He not only appeals to the common refolu- 
tions of men, to hold their own againft all the world, but to 
the common religion of the nations, which they thought obli- 
ged them to make much of that which their gods gave them. 
Not that Jephthah thought Chemofh a god’; only he is thy 
god; and the worfhippers even of thofe dunghill-deities, that 
could do neither good nor evil, yet thought themfelves behold- 
en to them for all they had, Hof. ii. 12. Thefe are my rea 
aards which my lovers have given me; and fee Judg. xvi. 24, 
and made this a reafon why they would hold it faft, that their 
gods gave it them. This thou thinkeft a good title ; and fhall 
not we? ‘The Ammonites had difpoffefled thofe that dwelt in 
their land before them. They thought they did by the help 
of Chemofh their god; but really it was Jehovah, the God of 
Ifrael, that did it for them; as is exprefsly faid, Deut. ii. 19, 
21. Now (faith Jephthah) we have as good a title to our 
country as you have to yours. 
nour and refpeét we owe to God, as our God, is, rightly to. 
poffefs that which he gives.us to poffefs, receive it from him, 
ufe it for him, keep it for his fake, and part with it when he 
calls for it. He has given it us to véitele 
himfelf only muft be enjoyed. — 

sthly, He pleads prefcription. (1.) Their title had not 
been difputed, when they firft entered upon it, ver. 25. Ba- 
lak that was then king of Moab, from whom the greateft part 
of thefe'lands had been taken by the Amorites, and who was 
moft concerned, and beft able to oppofe us, if he had had any 
thing to objeé againft our fettlement there, yet Tit ftill, and ne- 
ver offered to ftrive again{t Ifrael. He knew, that, for his 
own part, he had fairly loft it to the Amorites, and was not 
able to recover it, and could not but acknowledge, that  [frael 
had fairly won it of the Amorites ; and therefore all his care 

eg was; 


Note, One. inftance of the hos | 


8, not to enjoy. He | 
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was, to fecure what was left; he never pretended a title to 
what was loft. See Numb. xxii. 2, 3. He then aequiefced 
in God’s ways of difpofing kingdoms, and wilt not thou now? 
(2.) Their poffeflion had never yet been difturbed, ver. 26. 
He pleads, that they had kept this country as their own, now 
about three hundred years ; and the Ammonites, in all that 
time, had-never attempted to take it from them; no, not when 
they had it in their power to opprefs them, chap. ili. 125 13. 
So that, fuppofing their title had not been clear at the firft, 
(which yet he had proved it was), yet no continual claim be- 
ing made by fo many defcents, the entry of the children of 
Ammon, without doubt, was barred for ever. A title fo long 
unqueftioned, fhall be prefumed unqueftionable. 
6thly, By thefe arguments Jephthah juftifies himfelf and his 
own caufe, ver. 27. J have not finned againft thee, in taking 
- ot keeping what I have no right to: if 1 had, 1 would inftant- 
ly make reftitution; and condemns the Ammonites: Thou 
doft me wrong to war againf? me, and muft expect to {peed ac- 
cordingly. It feems to me an evidence, that the children of 
_ Lael in the days of their profperity and power, (for fome 
~fuch days they had in the times of the judges), had carried 
themfelves very inoffenfively to all their neighbours, and had 
not been vexatious or opprefling to them, either by way of re- 
prifal, or under colour of propogating their religion; that the 
king of the Ammonites, when he would feek an occafion of 
quarrelling with them, was forced to look three hundred years 
back for a pretence. Tt becomes the people of God thus:to be 
blamelefs, and harmlefs, and without rebuke. 
thly, For the deciding of the controverfy, he puts himfelf 
upon God and his fword; and the king of Ammon. joined 
iffue with him, ver. 27, 28. The Lord the Fudge be judge this 
day. With this folemn reference of the matter to the Judge 
of heaven and earth, he defigns either to deter the Ammon- 
- ates from proceeding, and oblige them to retire, when they faw 
the right of the caufe was againft them, or to juftify himfelf in 
fubduing them, if they fhould go on. Note, War is an appeal 
to heaven, to God the Judge of all, to whom the iffues of it, 
belong. If doubtful rights be difputed, he is thereby requeft- 
ed to determine them: if manife{t rights be invaded or denied, 
he is thereby applied to for the vindicating of what is juft, and. 
the punifhing of wrong. As the fword of juftice was made 
for lawlefs and difobedient. perfons, 1 Tim. i. 9. fo was the 
{word of war made for lawlefs and difobedient princes and na- 
tions. In war therefore the eye muft be ever up to God; and 
it muft always be thonght a dangerous thing, to defire or ex- 
; a that God fhould patronize unrighteoufnefs. 

Neither Jephthah’s apology, nor his appeal, wrought upon. 
the king of the children of Ammon. ‘hey had found the 
{weet of the fpoil of Ifrael, in the eighteen years wherein they 
had oppreffed them, chap. x. 8. and hoped now to make 
themfelves mafters of the tree which they had fo often enrich- 
ed themfelves with the fruit of. He. hearkened not to the 

_words of Jephthah, his heart being hardened to his gs 
tion. 


29 Then the fpirit of the Lorp came upon 
Jephthah, and he paffed over Gilead, and Ma- 
nafleh, and paffed, over Mizpeh of Gilead, and 
from. Mizpeh of Gilead he pafled over unto the 
children of Ammon. ‘ 
ed a yow unto the Lorp, and faid, If thou fhalt 
without fail deliver the children of Ammon in- 
to mine hands, 31 Then it fhall be,, that what- 


foever cometh forth of the doors of my Sig to 
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-meet me, when I return in ae from the chile! a 


30 And Jephthah vow-. 


upon him, and very much advanced his natural faculties, end 
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dren of Ammon, fhall furely be the Lorp’s, and 
I will offer it up for a burnt-offering. 32 q So ‘4 
Jephthah paffed over unto the children of Am- — 
mon to fight againft them, and the Lorn deli- 
vered them into his hands. 33 And he {mote 
them from Aroer, even till thou come to Min- © 4 
nith, even twenty cities, and unto the plain of ~ 
the vineyards, with a very great flaughter. © 
Thus the children of Ammon were fubdued. 
before the children of Ifrael. 34 And Jeph- — 
thah came to Mizpeh unto his houfe, and be- 
hold, his daughter came out to meet him with. 
timbrels and with dances, and fhe was bis only 
child : befide her he had neither fon nor daugh- — 
ter. 35 And it came to pafs when he faw her, 
that he rent his clothes, and faid, Alas, my 
daughter, thou haft brought me very low, and 
thou art one of them that trouble me: ‘for I. 
have oponed my-mouth unto the Lorp, andI 
cannot go back. 36 And fhe faid unto him, — ar 
My father, if thou haft opened thy mouth un- 
to the Lorn, do to me according to that which =~ 
hath proceeded out of thy mouth; forafmuch’ 
as the Lorp hath taken vengeance for thee of 
thine enemies, even of the children of Ammon. 
37 And fhe faid unto her father, Let this thing © 
i done for me: Let me alone two months, ~~ 
that I may go up and down upon the moun-. q 
tains, and bewail my virginity, | and my fellows. 
38 And he faid, Go. And he fent her away a 
for two months: and fhe went with hercom- _ 
panions, and bewailed her virginity upon the. 
mountains. 39 And it came to pafs at the end - 
of two months, that fhe returned unto her fa- 
ther, who did with her according to his vow — 
which he had vowed: and_ fhe knew no 
man. And it was a cuftom in Ifrael, 40 That 
the daughters of Ifrael went yearly to lament: a 
the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite iy a 
days in a year. a 
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We have here Jepthah ténriphine’ in a ones hely ; bik 
as an ally to his joy, troubled and diftrefled by an andi 
vow. 

1. Jephthah’s victory was cfesty and fhines very bright, boii 
to his honour, and to the honour of God; his i in Teng 
and God’s in owning a righteous caufe. 

1/?, God gave him an excellent {pirit, and he ufed i it ber ca 
ly, ver. 29. Then, when it appeared, by the people’s unani- 
mous choice of him for their leader, that he had fo clear a 
call to engage; and, by the obftinate deafnefs of the king of 
Ammon to the propofals of accommodation, that he had fo- os 
jult a caufe, to engage in ; then the Spirit of the Lord came 


ing him with power from on high, and making him more bol« 
and more wife Fags had Sa and more fred, wis 
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holy zeal againft the enemies of his people. Hereby God 
confirmed him in his office, and affured him’ of fuccefs in his 
undertaking. Thus animated, he lofeth no time, but, with an 
‘undaunted refolution takes the field. Particular notice is ta- 
ken of the way by which he advanced towards the enemy’s 
camp; probably, becaufe the choice of it was an inftance of 
that extraordinary condué with which the Spirit of the Lord 


_had furnithed him ; for thofe who fincerely walk after the Spi- 


‘Tit, fhall be led forth the right way. 
2dly, God gave him eminent fuccefs, and he bravely im: 
proved that too, ver. 32. The Lord delivered the Ammonites in- 
to his hand ; and fo gave judgment upon the appeal in favour 
of the righteous caufe, and made thofe feel the force of war 
that would not yield to the force of reafon: for he fits in the 
throne, judging right. Jephthah loft not the advantages given 
him, but purfued and completed his vi@tory. Having routed 
their forces in the field, he purfued them to their cities 3 where 
he put to the {word all he found in arms, fo as utterly to dif- 
able them to give Ifrael any moleftation, ver..33. But it doth 
not appear, that he utterly deftroyed the people, as Jofhua had 
done thofe of the devoted nations ; or that he offered to make 
himfelf mafter of the country, though their pretenfions to the 
land of Ifrael might have given him colour to do fo ; only he 


, took care that they fhould be effectually fubdued. Though 


others attempting to wrong us, will juftify us in the defence 

of our own right, yet it will not authorife us to do them 
Wrong. y 

2. Jephthah’s vow is dark, and much in the clouds. When 

he was going out from his own houfe upon this hazardous under- 

taking, in. prayer to.God for his prefence with him, he makes 

a fecret but folemn vow, or religious promife, to God, that if 


_ God would gracioufly bring him back a conqueror, whofoever 


or whatfoever fhould firft come out of his houfe to meet him, 
it fhould be devoted to God, and offered up for a burnt-offer- 
ing. At his return, tidings of his viétory coming home be- 
fore him, his dwn and only daughter meets him with the {ca- 
fonable expreflions of joy. This puts him into a great confu- 


_ fion; but there was no remedy ; after fhe had taken fome 


time to lament her own infelicity, fhe chearfully fubmitted to 
the performance of his vow. _ ‘ 


- Now, 1/, There are feveral good leffons to be learned out 


of this ftory, (1.) That there may be remainders of diftruit 
and doubting even in the hearts of true and. great believers. 
Jephthah had reafon enough to be confident of fuccefs, efpeci- 


__ ally when he found The Spirit of the Lord come upon him; 


and yet now it comes to the fetting, he feems-to hefitate, ver. 
30. Lf thou foalt without fail deliver them into my hand, then 
T will do fo and fo. And perhaps the fnare into which his 
vow brought him, was defigned to correét the weaknefs of his 


_ faith, and a fond conceit he had,, that he could not promife 


himfelf a victory,.unlefs he proffered fomething™ confiderable 


_ to be given to God in lieu of it. (2.) That yet it is very 


* good, when we are in the purfuit or expectation of any mercy, 


to make vows to God of fome inftance of acceptable fervice 
to-him, not as.a purchafe of the favour we defire, but as an 
expreflion of our gratitude to him, and the deep fenfe we will 


have of our obligations to render, according to the benefit done. 


tous. The matter of fuch.a fingular vow (Lev. xxvii. 2.) 
_ muft be fomething that has a plain and direé tendency, either 


to the advancement of God’s glory, and: the interefts of his. 


kingdom among men, or to the furtherance of ourfelves in his 


-fervice, and in that. which is antecedently our duty. (3.) 


That we have great need to be very cautious,. and well advi- 
fed in the making of fuch vows, left, by indulging a prefent 
pang, even of'pious zeal, we intangle our own confciences, in 
volve ourfelyes in perplexities, and are. forced at laft to fay be- 
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Sore the angel, that it was an error, Eccl. v. 2,—6. > It is a. 
Jnare toa man hattily to devour that which ix holy, without due 
confideration, (guid valeant humeri, quid ferre recufent), and 
without inferting the needful provifos and limitations which 


~ might prevent the intanglement, and then after. vows to make 


the inquiry, which. fhould have been made before, Prov. xx. 
25- Let Jephthah’s harm be our warning in this matter. 
See Deut. xxiii. 22. (4.). That we have folemnly: vowed to 
God, we muft confcientioufly perform, if it be poffibl and. 
lawful, though it be never fo difficult and grievous to.us. Jeph- 


thah’s fenfe of the powerful obligation of his vow mutt always 


be ours, ver. 35. J have opened my mouth unto the Lord, in a. 
folemn vow, and I cannot go back; t. e. t cannot recal the vow 
myfelf; it is too late: nor can any power on earth difpenfe 
with it, or give me up my bond. Thhe thing was mine own, 
and in miné own power, Ades v. 4. but now it is not. Voaw 
and pay, Pfal. Ixxvi. 11. We deceive ourfelves if we think 
to mock God. If we apply. this to the confent we have fo- 
lemnly given in our facramental vows to the covenant of grace, 
made with poor finners in Chrift ;, what a. powerful argument 
will it be againft the fins we have by thofe vows bound our-- 
felves out from, and what a {trong inducement to the duties. 
we have thereby bound ourfelves up to; and what a ready an- 
{wer to every temptation, J have opened my mouth to the Lord, 
and I cannot go back? I mult therefore go forward; I have’ 


- {worn, and T mutt, I will perform it. Let me not dare to. 
. Play faft and loofe with God. (5,) ‘That it well becomes 


children, obediently and chearfully to fubmit to their parents in, 
the Lord, and particularly, to comply with their pious refolu- 
tions for the honour of God, and the kéeping up of religion in 
their families, though they be harfh and fevere ; as the Recha- 
bites, who, for many generations, religioufly obferved the com-- 
mands of Jonadab their father, in forbeating wine: and. Jeph. 
thah’s daughter here, who, for the fatisfying of her father’s. 
confcience, and for the honour of God and her country, yield- 
ed herfelf as one devoted, ver. 36. Do to me according, to that 
which hath proceeded out of thy mouth: 1 know I.am.dear to~ 
thee, but am well content that God fhould. be dearer... The 
father might difallow any vow made by the daughter, Numb.. 
XXX. 5.3. but the daughter-could not difallow or difannul, no,. 
not fuch a.vow as this, made by the. father... This magnifies. 
the law. of: the fifth commandment. (6.) That.our friends- 
grievances fhould be our.griefs. Where fhe went to bewail 
her hard fate, the virgins, her companions, joined with her in. 
her lamentations, ver. 38. With thofe of her own fex and 
age fhe ufed to affociate, who, no doubt, now. her father. was 
of a fudden grown fo great; expected fhortly after. his return: 
to dance at her wedding ; but were heavily difappointed, when - 
they were called to.retire to the mountains with:her, and fhare 
in her griefs. Thofe are unworthy the.name of friends, that’ 
will only rejoice with us, and not-weep with us. (7.) ‘That. 
heroic zeal for the honour of God and Ifrael, . though allayed 
with infirmity and indifcretion, is worthy to be had in perpe- - 
tual remembrance. It well became the daughters of Ifrael, by 


an annual folemnity, to. preferve the honourable memory of. - 


Jephthah’s daughter, who made light, even of her own. life,. 
like a noble heroine, . when God had taken vengeance of Ifra- - 
el’s enemies, ver. 36.. Such a rare inflance of one that pres 
ferred the public intereft before life itfelf, was never to be for- 
gotten. Her fex forbade her to follow her father to the war,.. 
and fo to expofe her life in battle; in lieu of which, fhe hazards « 
it much more, (and perhaps apprehended that fhe did fo, ha-- 
ving fome intimation-of his vow, and did it defignedly ; for he- 
tells her, ver. 35. Thou haf brought me very low), to gtace: 
his triumphs. So tranfported was fhe with the viétory, as a» 
common benefit, that fhe was willing to be herfelf offered up» 
ast 
\ : 
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as a thank-offering for it, and would think her life well beftow- 
ed, when laid down on fo great an occafion. She thinks it 
an honour to die, not as a facrifice of atonement for the peo- 
ple’s fins, (that honour was referved for Chrift only), but as a 
facrifice of acknowledgement for the people’s mercies. (8.) 
From Jephthah’s concern on this occafion, we mult learn, not 
to think it-{trange, ifthe day of our triumphs in this world 
prove, upon fome account or other, the day of our griefs ; and 
therefore muft always rejoice with trembling : we hope for a 
day of triumph hereafter, which will have no-allay. 
idly, Yet there are fome difficult queftions that do. arife 
upon this {tory, which have very much employed the pens of 
learned men. I will fay but little to’ them, becaufe Mr 
‘Poole has difcuffed them very fully in his Englifh annotations. 
(1.) It is hard to fay, what Jephthah did to his daughter 
in performance of his vow. [1.] Some think he only fhut 
her up for a nun; and that, it being unlawful, according to 
_one part of his vow, (for they make it disjunctive), to offer 
her up for a burnt-offering, he thus, according to the other 
part, engaged her to be the Lord’s; i. e. totally to fequefter 
herfelf from all the affairs of this life, and confequently from 
marriage, and to employ herfelf wholly in the acts of devotion 
all her days. ‘That which countenanceth this opinion is, that 
fhe is faid to bewail her virginity, ver. 37, 38. and that /be 
knew no man, ver. 39. But if he facrificed her, it was pro- 
per enough for her to bewail, ‘not her death, becaufe that was 


intended to be for the honour of God, and fhe would under- — 


go it chearfully ; but that unhappy circumftance of it, which 
made it more grievous to her than to another, becaufe fhe was 
her father’s only child, in whom he hoped his name and fami- 
-ly would have been built up, that fhe was unmarried, and fo 
-Jeft no iffue to inherit her father’s honour and eftate: there- 
fore that is it that is particularly taken notice of, ver. 34. that 
befide her he had neither fon nor daughter. But that which. 
makes me think Jephthah did not go about thus to fatisfy his 


wow, or evade it rather; is, that we do not find any law, ufage, - 


or cuftom, in all the Old Teftament, which doth in the leaft 
"gntimate, that a fingle life was any branch or article of religion, 
_or that any perfon, man or woman, ‘was looked upon as the 
more holy, more the Lord’s, or devoted to him, for living 
unmarried. It was no part of the Jaw, either of the priefts or 
-of the Nazarites. Deborah and Huldah, both propheteffes, 
_are both of them particularly taken notice of tobe married wo- 
men. Befides, had fhe only been confined to a fingle life, fhe. 
-needed not to have defired thefe two months to bewail it in; 
-fhe had had her whole life before her to do that, if fhe faw caufe. 

- Nor needed fhe to take fuch dear leave of her companions ; 
‘for they that are of that opinion, underftand what is faid, 
ver. 40. of their coming to talk with her, as our margin treads 
it, four days in a year. Therefore, [2.] It feems more 
yprobable, that he offered her up for a facrifice, according to 
the letter of his vow 3 mifunderftanding that law, which {poke 
_.of perfons devoted by the curfe of God, as if, it were to be 
applied to fach as were devoted by mens vows, Lev. xxvii. 
‘29. None devoted foall be redeemed, but fhall furely be put to 
death ; and wanting to be better informed of the power the 
‘Taw gave him in this cafe to redeem her. Abraham’s attempt 


“to offer up Ifaac, perhaps, encouraged him, and made him 


‘think, if God would not accept this facrifice which he had 
vowed, he would fend an angel to ftay his hand, as he did 
Abraham’s : if fhe came out defignedly to be made a facrifice, 


as who knows but fhe might, perhaps he thought that would — 


make the cafe the plainer. Volenti non fit injuria. He imagined, 
it may be, that where there was neither anger nor malice, there 
was no murder, and that his good intention would fanétify this 
‘bad aétion ; and fince he had made fuch a yow, he thought 
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better kill his daughter than break ‘his vow, and let Providence - 
bear the blame, that brought her forth to meet: him. ee 

(2.) But fuppofing that Jephthah did facrifice his daughter, 
the queftion is, Whether he did well? [1.] Some juftify him 
in it, and think he did well, and as became one that preferred 
the honour of God before that which was deareft to him in this 
world. -He is mentioned among the eminent believers, who 
by faith did great things, Heb. xi. 32. And this was one of 
the great things he did. It was done deliberately, and upon” 
+wo months confideration and confultation. He is never blamed 
for it by any infpired writer. Though it highly exalts the ©] 
paternal authority, yet it cannot jaftify any. in doing the like, = 
He was an extraordinary perfon; the Spirit of the Lord came 
upon him; many circumftances now unknown to us, might 
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\ make this altogether extraordinary, and juftify it, yet not'fo. 


as that it might jultify the like. Some learned men have made 
this facrifice a figure of Chrift, the great facrifice.” He was 
of un{potted purity and innocency, as fhe a chafte virgin: he 
was devoted to death by his Father, and fo made a curfe, or - 
an anathema for us: he fubmitted himfelf, as fhe did, to his 
‘Father’s will: Not as I will, but as thou wilt. But, {2.J] 


Na 


~Moft.condemn Jephthah ; he did ill to make fo rafh a VOW, 


and worfe to perform ite He could not be bound by his vow | 
to that which God had forbidden by the letter of the fixth ~~ 
commandment. ‘Thou /balt not kill. God had forbidden hu-. 
man facrifices, fo that it was (faith Dr Lightfoot) in effect a_ 
facrifice to Moloch. And probably, the reafon why it is left 
dubious by the infpired penman, whether he facrificed her or 
no, was, that they who did afterwards offer their children, ~~ 
might not take any encouragement from this inftance. Con- 
cerning this, and fome other fuch paflages in the facred ftoryy: > 2 
which learned men are in the dark, divided, and in doubt a- ~ * 
bout, we need not much amufe ourfelves : what is nec flaryto «> 
our falyation, thanks be to God, is plain enough, ==) 


CH AIP: Sines eee 
In this chapter we have, 1. Fephthah’s rencounter with the 
Ephraimites, and the blood fhed on that unhappy otcafion, 
ver. 1,—6. And the conclufion of Fephthah’s life and go- 
vernment, ver. 7.~ 11. A fhort account of three other of the. a 
judges of Ifrael ; Ibzan, ver. 8,x—10. Elon, ver. “T15. Bose. om 
Abdon, vet. 133—15+ Gh CE SR 4 
red them- 
felves together, and went northward, and. : 
faid unto Jephthah, Wherefore pafledft thou. 
. 
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ND the men of Ephraim gathe 


over to'fight againft the children of Ammon, _ 
and didft not call us to go with thee? we will 
burn thine houfe upon thee with fire. 2And — 
Jephthah faid unto them, Land my people were 
at great ftrife with the children of Ammon; and 
when I called you, ye delivered me not.out of 
their hands. 3 And when I faw that ye deli- 
vered me not, I put my life in my hands, and 
pafied over again{t the children of Ammon, and — 
the Lorp delivered them into my hand: where- | ~ 
fore then are ye come up unto me this day, to - 
fight againft me? 4 Then Jephthah gathered 


‘ 
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together all the men of Gilead, and fought with 


Ephraim: and the men of Gilead {mote Ephrai 
becaufe they faid, Ye Gileadites are fugitives — 
of Ephraim among the Ephraimites, andamong _ 
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the Manaffites. 5 And the Gileadites took the 
pailages of Jordan, before the Ephraimites: and 
it was fo, that when thofe Ephraimités which 
were efcaped, faid, Let me go over; that the 
men of Gilead faid unto him, 4rz thou an F- 
phraimite? ‘If he faid, Nay: 6 Then faid they 
unto him, Say now Shibboleth: and he {aid 
Sibboleth; for he could not frame to pronounce 
wright. Then they took him, and flew him at 
the paflages of Jordan: and there fell at that 
- time of the Ephraimites, forty and two thou- 
fand. 7 And Jephthah judged Ifrael fix years. 
Then died Jephthah the Gileadite, and was bu- 
ried in one of the cities of Gilead. 


“Here is, r. The unreafonable difpleafure of the men of E- 
phraim againft Jephthah, becaufe he had not called them in to 
his affiftance againft the Ammonites, that they might have 
fhared in. the triumphs and fpoils, ver. 1. Pride was at the 
bottom of ‘the quarrel ; only by that comes contention. Proud 

~ men think all the honours loft that go befide themfelves; and 
_ then whe can and before envy? The Ephraimites had 
-s the fame quarrel with Gideon, chap. viii. 1. who was of Ma- 


nafleh on their fide Jordan, as Jephthah was of Manaffeh on. 
the other fide Jordan. “Ephraim and Manaffeh were nearer: 


akin than any other of the tribes, being both the fons of Jo- 
feph ; and yet: they weré more jealous one of another than any 
_ other of the tribes. Jacob having croffed hands, and given 
_ Ephraim the preference, looking. as far forward as the king- 


dom of the ten tribes, which Ephraim was the head of, after 


the revolt from the houfe of David, that tribe, not content with _ 


that honour in the promife, was difpleafed if Manaffeh had a 
ny honour done it inthe mean time. lt. is pity that kindred 
and relation, which fhould be an inducement to love and peace, 
fhould be ever an occafion (as it often proves) of ftrife and dif 

‘cord. 4 brother offended is. harder to be won.than a flrong ci- 
ty sand their contentions are as the bars of a caftle. The an- 

ger of the Ephraimites at Jephthah was, (1.) Caufelefs and un- 

jut: Why didf thou not call vs to §° with thee? Fora good 

-reafon, becaufe they were the men of Gilead that had made 
him their captain, not the men of Ephraim ; fo that he’ had 
no authority to call thems Had his attempt. mifcarried for 
want of their help, they might juftly have blamed him for not 

defiring it: But when the work was done, and done effetual- 

ly, the Ammonites fubdued, and Ifrael delivered, there was no 


harm done, though their hands were not employed in it. (2.) 
Tt was cruel and outrageous. They got together in a tumultu- 
Qus manner, went over Jordan as far as Mizpeh in Gilead, 
where Jephthah lived; and no lefs. will fatisfy their fury, but 
they will burn his houfe, and him in it. Curfed be their anger, 


or it was fierce. ‘Thofe' refentments that have the let reafon. 


for them, have commonly the moft rage in them. Jephthah 
was now a conqueror over the common enemies. of Ifrael; and 
they fhould have come to congratulate him, and return him the 
thanks of their tribe for the good fervices he had done: but we 
muft not think it {trange if we receive ill from thofe from whom 
we deferve well, Jephthah was now a mourner for the cala- 
mity of his family, upon his daughter’s account, and they fhould 
have come to condole and comfort him; but barbarous men 
take a pleafure in adding affli@ion to the affiGed. In this 
world the end of one trouble often proves the beginning of a- 
nother; nor mult we ever boa/? asthough we had put off the har- 
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2. Jephthah’s warm vindication of himfelf.~ He did not 
‘endeavour to pacify them, as Gideon had done in the like cafe, 
The Ephraimites were now more Outrageous than they were 
then; and Jephthah had not fo much of a meek and quiet {pi- 
rit as Gideon had. WHether they would be pacified or NO, 
Jephthah takes care, 
iff, To jultify himfelf, ver. 2, 3. He makes it out, that 
they had no caufe at all to quarrel with him: for, (1.) It was 
not in purfuit of glory that he had engaged in this war, but.for 
the neceflary defence' of his country, with which the children 
of Ammon greatly flrove. (2.) He had invited the Ephraim- 
ites to come and join with him, though he neither needed 
them, nor was uhder any obligation to pay that refpect to them; 
but they had declined the fervice: J called jou, and ye deliver. 


ed me not out-of their hands. ad that been true which they - 


charged him with, yet it had not been a jut ground of quarrel: 
but it feems it was falfe; and, as the matter of fa@ now ap- 
pears, he had more caufe to quarrel with them, for deferting 


the common interefts of Ifrael in a time of. need. It is no « 


new thing for thofe that are themfelyes moft culpable, to be 
moft clamorous in accufing the innocent, (3-) The enterprife 
was very hazardous, and they had more reafon to pity him, 


than to be angry with him: J put my life in my hands, i.e. exe - 


pofed myfelfto the utmoft peril in what I did, having fo {mall 


an army. ‘The honour they envied was bought dear enough ;.. 


they needed not grudge it him; few of them would have ven- 


tured fo far for it. (4.) He doth not take the glory of the » 
fuccefs to himfelf ; that had been invidious; but gives it all to - 


God : ‘The Lord delivered them into mine hand. If God was 
pleafed fo far to make ufe of me for his glory, why fhould you 
be offended at that? Have you any reafon to fight againfl me ? 


Is not that in effect to fight againtt God, in whofe hand I have > - 


been only an unworthy inftrument. 


2dly, When this jut anfwer (though not fo foft an anfwer - 


'as Gideon’s) did not prevail to turn away their wrath, he took 
care both to defend himfelf from: their fury, and. to’ chattife 
their infolence with the fword, by virtue of his authority as 


Ifrael’s judge. (1.) The Ephraimites had not only quarrel. - 


led with Jephthah, but when his neighbours and friends ap- 
‘peared to take his part, they had abufed them, and given them 


foul language ; for I adhere to our. tranflation ; and fo take it,. 


ver. 4. They faid in {corn, Ye Gileadites: that dwell here 
on the other fide Jordan,. are but fugitives of Ephraim, the 


{cum.and dregs. of the tribes of Jofeph, of which Ephraim is. 


the chief, the refufe of the family, and.are fo accounted among 


the Ephraimites, and among the Manaflites, Who cares for 


you? All your neighbours know what you are, no better than 


fugitives.and vagabonds, feparated from: your brethren, and - 
driven hither into a corner. The Gileadites were as true If . 


raclites as any other, and at this time had. fignalized them- 


felves, both in the choice of Jephthah, and in the ‘war with - 


Ammon, above all the families of Ifrael 5. and yet are moft 


bafely and unjuftly called fugitives. It is an ill thing to faften. - 


names or characters of reproach upon perfons or countries, as 
is common ; efpecially upon thofe that lie under outward. dif. 
advantages ; it oft occafions quarrels that prove of ill confe- 
quence, as it did here. See likewife what a mifchieyous thing 
an abufive tongue is, that calls ill names, and gives. {currilous 
language. It fets on fire the courfe of nature, and is Jet on fire 


of hell, Jam. iii. 6. and many a time cuts the ‘throat of him. 


that ufeth it, as it.did here, Pfal. Ixiy, 8. If thefe Ephraim. 
ates could ‘have denied themfelyes the poor fatisfaction of 
calling the Gileadites fugitives, they might have prevented a. 
great deal of bloodthed ; for griewous words Jlir up anger 3 


and who knows how pteat 4 matter a little of that fire may | 


Kindle? (2.) This affront raifeth the Gileadites blood,. and: 


the: | 
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the indignity done to themfelves, as well as to their captain, 
mutt be revenged. [1.] They routed them in the field, ver. 
4. They fought with Ephraim, and being but a rude unhead- 
ed rabble, {mote Ephraim, and put them to flight. [2.] They 
cut off their retreat, and fo completed their revenge, ver. 5, 
6. The Gileadites, who perhaps were better acquainted with 
the paffages of Jordan than the Ephraimites were, fecured them 
with {trong guards, who were ordered to flay every Ephraim- 
ite that offered to pafs the river. Here was, 1. ] Cruelty enough 
in the deftruation of them. Sufficient furely was the puni/bment 
which was infliéted by many ; when they were routed in the 
field, there needed not this’ feverity to cut off all that efcaped. 
Shall the {word devour for ever? Whether. Jephthah is to be 
praifed for this, I. know not ; perhaps he faw it to be a piece 
of neceflary juftice. 2.] Cunning enough in the difcovery of 
them. It feems the Ephraimites, though they fpeak the fame 
Janguage with other Ifraelites, yet had got a cuftom in the di- 
ale& of their country to pronounce the Hebrew letter SAin like 
Samech;. and they had fo ftrongly ufed themfelves to it, that 
they could not do otherwife, no not to fave their lives. We 


Jearn to fpeak by imitation; they that firft ufed JS for fo, did it 


either becaufe it was fhorter, or becaufe it was finer, and their 
children learned to fpeak like them ; fo that you might know 
an Ephraimite by it. As in England we know a weft-coun- 
try man, or.a north-country man, nay, perhaps a Shropthire 
man, and a Chefhire man, by his pronunciation.’ Tou art a 


Galilean, and thy [peech bewrayeth thee. By thisithe Ephraim- — 


ites were difcovered. If they took aman that they fufpec- 


ted to be an Ephraimite, but he denied it, they bid him fay | 


{ Shibboleth ; but either he could not, as our tranflation reads it, 


or he did not heed, or frame, or direct himfelf, as fome read, . 
to pronounce it nght, but faid Sibboleth ; and fo was known to | 


‘bean Ephraimite, and was flain immediately. Shibboleth figni- 
. fies a'river or fiream); alk leave to go over Shibboleth the ri- 
wer. Thofe that were thus cut off, made up the whole num- 
ber of flaughtered Ephraimites forty-two thoufand, ver. 6. 
Thus another mutiny of that angry tribe was prevented. 


Now let. us obferve the righteoufefs of God in the punifh- 
‘ment of thefe proud and pafhonate Ephraimites,. which in fe- - 


. veral inftances anfwered their-fin. .(1.) They:\were-proud, of 
the honour of their tribes gloried in this that they were Ephraim- 
ites; but how foon are they.\brought:to (beiafhamed or afraid 
to own'their country? wrt thou an Ephrainute?. .No,,.now. ra- 
- ther of any-tribe than that. | (2.) They:had, gone in a, rage 
over Jordan to burn Jephthah’s houfe with fire ; but.now they 
come back to Jordan as fneakingly,as they had paffed it.furi- 
oufly, and were cut off from ever returning to their own; houfes, 
(3.) They had upbraided the Gileadites: with the infelicity. of 
their country, lying at fuch a diftance, and now they foffer by 
an infirmity peculiar to their own country, ih not being able to 
pronounce Shibboleth. (4.) They had called the, Gileadites, 
unjuttly, fugitives ; and now they are really and.in-good: earn- 
-eft become fugitives thenifelves ; andjin the Hebrew, /it is the 
{ame word, ver. s. that is ufed of the Ephraimites- that -efca- 
ped or that fled, which they had ufed in {corn ‘of the, Gilead- 
ites, calling them fugitives. He that rolleth the ftone, or re- 
proach, unjuftly uponcanother, Jet-him expect that.it will, jult- 
ly return upon himfelf. : 


fOUASRKS eit : { 
Lafily Here is the end of Jephthah’s government... He 
judged Ifrael but fix years, and then: died, ver, 74 Perhaps 
the death of his daughter funk him fo, that—he never looked | 
up after, but it fhortened his days, and he went to his grave, 


mourning. 


8 And after him. Tbzan of Beth-lehem 


judged Ifrael, g And he had thirty fons,.and_ 


J Wide Goes, 


malekites. 


orice, Jofh. xix. 15. THe ruled but feven years ; but by the 


a 
| 


Ghd aaairm 
thirty daughters, whom he fent. abroad, and 
took-in thirty daughters from abroad. for his — 
fons. And he judged Ifrael feven years. IO 
Then died Ibzan and was buried at Beth-lehem. 
r1 q And after him, Elon a Lebulunite judged 
Ifrael, and he judged Mfrael ten years. 12 And 4 
Elon the Zebulunite died, and was buried in 
Aijalon in the country of Zebulun. 13 And 
after him, Abdon the fon of Hillel a Pirathon- ~ 
ite judged Ifrael. 14 And he had forty fons — 
and thirty nephews, that rode on_ threefcore ~ 
and ten a{s-colts: and he judged Ifrael eight 
years. 1s And Abdon the fon of Hillel the 
Pirathonite died, and was buried in Pirathon in _ 
the land of Ephraim, in the mount of the A- 
We have here a hort account of the fhort reigns of three 
more of the judges.of Ifrael; the firft of which governed but 
feven years, the fecond ten, and the third eight. For the tranf- 
grefion of a land, many are the princes thereof, many in a fhort 
time fucceflively, Prov. xxviil. 2.5 good men_ being” removed 
in the beginning of their ufefulnefs, and by that, time they had . 


; 


A - ‘ il, 70 - ae ue 
great increafe of his family, and .the numerous alliances: he 4 


riage; himfelf, it appears that he lived long ; and probably the — 3 


‘That»he had many ¢ 
| arrows. Thus was, 


teach him to read the law, learn him a trade; and get | ma 
amily, 4 


has fixty 


was born. Probably his refidence being in the north, the 
sa uni RE bc ie Philiftines 


‘oe 


_— ~ -« ‘ = 
~ 
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to his father, ver.6, 7. IV. They both together have tt 


again from the angel, ver. 8,—14, whom they treat with 

re/pell, Vere 15,;—18.3 arid who, to their great amazement, 

difcovers what he was at parting, ver. 19,—23. V. Sam- 

Jon ts born, ver. 244.25. fe S| 

ND the children of: Ifrael did evil again in 

4 the fight of the Lorn, and the Lorn deli- 
vered them into. the hand of the Philiftines for- 
ty years. 24 And.there was a certain man _ 
of Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whofe 
name was Manoah, and his wife was barren 
and bare not. 3 And the angel of the Lorp. : 
appeared unto the woman, and faid unto her, 

Behold now, thou art barren and beareft Not : : 
but thou fhalt conceive and beara fon. 4 Now 
therefore beware, 1 pray thee, and drink not 
‘wine, nor {trong drink, and eat not any unclean 
thing. 5 For lo, thou fhalt conceive and bear 
a fon, and no razor fhall come on his head: for 
the child fhall be a Nazarite unto God from the 
womb : and hé fhall begin to deliver Ifrael out 
of the hand of the Philiftines. 6 4 Then the 
woman came and told her hufband, faying, A | 
man of God came unto me, and his counte- 
nance was like the countenance of an angel of 
God, very terrible: but I afked him not whence . 
he was, neither told he me his name. 7 But 
he faid unto me, Behold, thou fhalt conceive » 
and bear a fon; and now drink no wine nor 
ftrong.drink, neither eat any unclean thing :. 
for the child fhall be a Nazarite to God, from 
the womb to the day of his death: 

The firft verfe gives us a fhort account, fuch as we have too 
often met with already, of the great diftrefs that Irael was in, 
which gave occafion for the railing up of a deliverer. ‘They 
did evil, as they had’done, én the Sight of the Lord; and then 
God delivered them, as he had done, into the hands of their 
enemies. If there had been no fin, there had needed no Sa- 
‘viour ; but fin was fuffered to abound, that grace might much 
more abound. ‘The enemies God now fold them to were the 
Philiftines, their next neighbours, that lay within them, the 
firft and chief of the nations, which were devoted to deftruc- / 
tion ; but which God “ft to prove them, ‘Judg. iii. 1, 3.. The 
five lords of the Philiflines, an inconfiderable people, in -compa- 
rifon with ifrael; they had but five cities of any note; and yet ‘eit 
when God made ufe of them as the ftaffin his hand, they were 
very oppreflive and vexatious. And this trouble lafted longer 
than any yet; it continued forty years, though probably not 
always alike violent. os 

When LIfrael was in this diftrefs, Samfon was born; and 
here we have his birth foretold by an angel. Obferve, 

2. His extraction. He was of the tribe of Dan, ver: 2. 

Dan fignifies a judge, or judgment, Gen. xxx. 6.3 and probably 
it was with an eye to Samfon, that dying Jacob foretold, Dan ° 
Shall judge his people; i.e. he {hall produce a judge for his peo- 
ple, though one of the fons of the handmaids, as one, as welt 
--as any one, of the tribes of Ifrael, Gen. xlix. 16. -The lot 
of the tribe of Dan lay néxt to the country of the Philiftines ; 
and therefore one of that tribe was moft fit to be made a bridle 
upon them. » Elis parents had been long childlefs. . Many e- 
x minent 


Philiftines who bordered upon the fouthern parts of Canaan, 
took the opportunity of making incurfions upon them, : 
3. Abdon of the tribe of Ephraim fucceeded, and in him 
that illuitrious tribe begins to recover its reputation, having not 
afforded any perfon of note fince Jofhua; for Abimelech the 
Shechemite was rather a {eandal to it. This Abdon was fa- 
“mous for the multitude of his offspring, ver. 14.3 he had forty 
fons, and thirty grandfons, all which he lived to fee grown up, 
-and they rode on feventy afs-colts, either as judges and officers, 
_or as gentlemen, and perfons of diftinétion. It was a {atisfac- 
tion to him, thus to fee his childrens children ; but itis feared 
he'did not fee peace upon Ifrael ; for ‘by this time the Phili- 
ftines had begun to break in upon them. : 
Concerning this, and the reft of thefe judges that have never 
fo fhort an account given of them, yet- notice is taken where 
they were buried, ver. 7, 10, 12, i 5-3 perhaps, becaufe the 
_ inferiptions upon their monument (for fuch were anciently ufed, 
2 Kings xxili..17.) would ferve for the confirmation and en- 
Jargement-of their ftory, and might be confulted by fuch as de- 
fired further information concerning them. . St Peter, having 
occafion to fpeak of David, faith, His Jepulchre is with us unto 
_ this day, A&s ii. 29. Or it is intended for the honour of the 
places where they laid their bones; but may be improved for 
the leflening of our efteem of all worldly glory, which ‘death 
and the grave will {tain the pride of. 'Thefe judges, that were 
as gods to Ifrael, died like mien, and all their honour was laid © 
in the dufk. are “ ‘iy 
. | _ It is very ftrange, that‘in the hiftory of all thefe judges, fome _ 
of whofe ations are very particularly related, there is not fo 
much as once mention of the high prieft, or any other prieft or 
_Levite, appearing either for counfel or aétion. in any public af- 
fair, from Phinehas, Judg. xx. 28. to Eli; which may well be 
computed two. hundred and fifty years, only the names of the 
~ high priefts at that time are preferved, 1 bron, Vi. 45—7.5 
“and Ezra vii. 3, 4,5. How can this ftrange obfcurity of that 
-priefthood for fo long a time, now in the beginning of its days, 
agree-with that mighty {plendor with which it was introduced, 
and the figure which the inftitution of it makes in the law of 
~Mofes? Surely it intimates, that the inftitution was chiefly in- 
_ tended to be typical; and that the mighty benefits that feemed 
~ to be promifed by it, were to be chiefly looked for in its antitype, 
_ the everlafting priefthood of our Lord Jefus, in comparifon of the 
_ excelling glory of which that priefthood had no glory, 2Cor.iii.10. 


” 


Weed wea ms THA: P. > XTi. : 
At this chapter begins the fory of Samfon, the laft of the 
judges of Ifrael, whole fory 1s recorded in this book, and 
_ next hefore El. The poffages related concerning bim, are 
from firft to lift very furprifing and uncommon. The f- 
gure he makes in this bifory.is really great ; and yet vaf- 
ty diferent from that of bis predeceffors. We never find 
ee saben: at the head, etther of a court or of an army; never 
upon the thrine of judgment, or in the field of battle; yet 
tn his own proper perjon, -a great patriot of his country, 
and a terrible feourge and check to its ehemies and oppre/- 
— fors.. He was an eminent believer, Heb. xi. 32. and a 
glorious type of bim who with his own arm wrought fal- . 
vation. The hiftory of the reff of the judges commenceth 
from their advancement to that flation ; but Samfon’s be- 
gins with his birth, nay, avith his conception ; and no. lefs 
than an angel from heaven ufbers him inta the world, as 
 @ paitern of what /bould be afierwards done to John Bap- 
_ tif, and Chrift.. This is rela: d in this chapter. I. The 
_ eccafion of raifing up this deliverer avas the oppreffion of 
- WMracl by the Philjfiines, ver. 2. U1. His birth ts Soretold 
By an angel to bis mother, ver. 2,—5. Il. She relates it « 


a ev or. I. 


- 


i -an example of holinefs, 


Amos il. HI. 


\ 
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acceptable when it did come. 
not bear, Ifa. liv. 1. 
prove fignal mercies : 


continue their hope in God’s«mercy. 


2. The glad tidings brought to his mother, that fhe fhould | 


have afon. The meffenger was an angel of the Lord, ver. 3. 

yet appearing as a'man, with the afpect and garb of a prophet, 
or man of Gocl. And this angel (as the learned Bifhop Pa- 
trick fuppofeth, on. ver. 18:) was the Lord himfelf, that is, the 


Word of the Lord, who was to be the Mefliah; for his name | 
The 4 
ereat Redeemer did in a particular manner concern himfelfabout | 
this typical Redeemer. It was not fo much for the fake of Ma- | 
yoah and his wife, obfcure Danites, that this extraordinary mef- 
fage was fent; but for Iffael’s fake whofe deliverer he was tobe: 
and not only fo, his fervices to Ifrael not feeming to anfwer the — 
grandeur of his entry, but for the Meffiah’s fake, whofe type he | 
was to be, and whole birth mutt be foretold by an aad as his ‘} 


is called Wonderful, ver. 18.5 and Jehovah, ver. 19. 


‘was. 


The angel; i in the scree he delivers, (1.) Takes notice of 


her affiiion ; Behold now, thou art ibis and beare eft not. 


From hence fhe might gather he was a prophet, that, though aid 
ftranger to her,.and one fhe had never feen before, yet he knew | 


this to be her grievance. He tells her -of it, not to-upbraid 


her with it, but becaufe perhaps at this time fhe was acvally 
thinking of this affliction, and bemoaning herfelf, as one writ- | 
God often fends in comfort to his people very | 
Now | 


tn childlefs. 
feafonably, when they feel molt from their troubles, 
‘thou art barren; but thou fhalt not be always fo, as fhe feared, 
nor long fo. 


dence; but Samfon was by promife, becaufe a figure of the Pro- 


mifed ‘Seed, fo long expected by the faith of the Old ‘Tefta- 


‘ment faints. (3.) He appoints that the.child fhould be a Na- 
zarite from his birth, -and therefore that the mother fhould be 


fubje&t to the law of the Nazarites, though not under the vow | 
of a Nazarite, arid fhould drink ao wine or firong drink, {o long | 


as this child was to have his AourifMment from her, either in 


the womb, or at the ‘breaft, ver. 41 $- Obferve, This deliverer 
_of Ifrael muft be in, the aden manner devoted to God, and 
fpoken of .as a -kindnefs to the 
people, that God. raifed up of their young men for Nawarites, 
Other judges bad correéted their apoftafies from 
_ God, but Samfon mult appear as.one, more than any of them, — 

-eonfecrated to God; and notwithftanding what we read of his 


It 1s 


faults; we Have reafon to think, that, being a Nazarite of God’s 


“making, he did, in the courfe of his converfation, exemplify, 


‘not only the ceremony, but the fubftance of that /é acacetg to 
the Lord im which the Nazaritethip did confift, Numb. vi. 


Thofe that would fave others, mutt by fingular piety diftingwith 


themfelves. Samuel, who carried on Mrael’s deliverance from 


the Philiftines, was.a Nazarite by.his mother’s vow, 1 Samei., , 
a1. as Samfon by the divine appointment. The mother of this: | both of the promife and. of the. precept, ver. 7. ‘tha’ 
‘deliverer muft therefore deny herfelf, and not eat any unclean: | 
‘thing. What was lawful at another time, was.now to be for-.. 
. bern. 


eftow his. favours. 


i) Ue Dy GR s 


minent perfons were bora of mothers that had been keptaigreat | 
while in the want of the blefling of children, as Iaac, Jofeph, 
Samuel, and John Baptift; that the mercy might be the more | 
Sing, O barren, thou that did? | 
Note, Mercies Jong waited for, often | 
and itis made to appear that they were | 
worth waiting for; and by them others may be encouraged to | 


(2.) He affures her that fhe fhould conceive and 
bear a fon, ver. 3. and repeats it, ver. 5. to fhew the power ofa | 
divine word. The ftrongeft man thatever was, was a child of | 
‘promife, as Ifaac, born by force and virtue of a promife, and | 
faith in that promife, Heb. xi. 11. ‘Gal. iv. 23. Many a wo- | 
man, after having been long barren, has borh-a fon by provi- | 


| .nitor to her to. “obferve the precept. 
As the promife tried her faith, fo this. precept tried her- ' 
obedience; for God requires both a thofe on whom he'will - 


Women with child ought eonfcientioufly , 


to avoid whatever they have reafon to ‘think will be any way. 
prejudicial to'the health or good conltitution of the fruit of © 
their body : and perhaps Samfon’s mother was to refrain from _ 
‘wine and ftrong drink, not only ‘becaufe he was defigned fora 
Nazarite, but ‘becaufe he was defigned ‘fora man of great 
ftrenpth, which his mother’s temperance would contribute to. 
(4.) He foretels the fervice which this child ‘thoald do to his 
country: He fhall begin to deliver Ifrael., Note, It is very de- 
firable that our children maybe not only devoted ‘entirely ‘to. 
God themfelves, but inftrumental for, the good of others, and 
the fervice of their generation’: ‘not >reclufes, candles vader @ 
bufbel, but on acandicfick. Qbferve, He hall begin to deliver — 
Tfrael, This intimated, ‘that ‘the. oppreflion | of the Philiftines 
thould daft long; for Hfael’s deliverance from it fhould not fo. 
much as begin, not one ftep be taken towards it, till this child, 
which was now unborn, fhould be grown up to.a capacity of - 
begirining it. Atnd yet he mult’not ‘complete the deliverance. , 
neither ; ‘he ‘fhall ‘only-begin to deliver Ifrael; which intimates, 
that the trouble fhould {till be prolonged. God chuféth to car- 
‘ry.on his work gradually,.and by feveral hands. ‘Oneays the 
foundation :of-a pood work, another builds, and perhaps a third: 
brings forth ‘the top-ftone. 
Now herein Samfon ‘was ‘a type ‘OF Chiilt. Des ) As’a Na- > 
zatite to God, a Nazarite fiom the womb. For though our 
Lord Jefus ‘was not-a Nazarite himflfyet he was typified by 
the Nazarites, as being perfeétly pure from.all fins ‘not. fo:much. 
as conceived init, and entirely devoted to his Father’s honour. 
‘Of the Jewith church, as concerning the feo Chri rift cate, ‘be-. 
catife to them pertained the promife of ‘him, Rom. ix. 4,5. 
By vittue of that promife, He long lay, as it were; inthe womb. 
of that church, which, ‘for many ages,’ was pre ‘a of. him; ae 
and therefore, like Sanfon’s mother, during that pregnancy, 
was made a holy nation, and a peculiar people, and ftri@ly for-_ 
‘bidden to touch any unclean thing for her ve eo in the ee 
nefs - time, was to come from them. 2.) 


t 


Te er ee 


dohede ‘Thee \ 
the deftruétion of the Philiftines: y 
Samfon and David too, both the oer ‘and ep er es our . 
faith, 3 
3. The report which "Manoah’s ks, 3 in a tfanlpor of ee 4 
brings in- all:hafte to her hufband, of this. furprifing meflage,. a 
ver. 6,7. The glad tidings were: brought het when fhe was: a 
alone, perhaps religioufly employed, i in meditation or prayer ie 
but fhe could not, fhe would. ‘not. egnceal it from. her hulband,, 5 
but gives him an account. | i 
rf, Of the meffenger. It. was @ man of | Cod, ver. ¢ 6° His. 
countenance fhe could deferibe ; 3 it was very awful : he had. 
{uch a majefty in his looks, fuch ‘a. fparkling. eye, fach a fhining 
face, fo powerfully commanding reverence aftd refpea, ‘thats, 
according to the idea fhe had ofan angel, he had the very coun. 
tenance of one. But his name fhe can give no account of; n 
to what tribe or city of Ifrael. he belonged ; for. he did 
think fit to tell her;, and, for her part, the very. fight: 
ftruck fuch an awe upon her, that fhe durft not afk’ him. She — 
was abundantly fatisfied that he was a fervant of God ; his Ss per. 
fon and meflage, fhe thought, carried their. own evidence along, 
with them, and flie inquired to further. Rae! 
2dly, Of the meflage. She gives him a ‘particular a : 
ae, 


“might believe the ‘promife, and might on all occafions be 
"Thus thould yoke- 

communicate to each other ' their’ “experiences of mA = 

with. God, and. sen Approve in sone ancy with him,, 


‘ Tee sae 
‘ ae ee ie : SERS ee 


4 
7 


‘Chap. XUE 
ly. : 

89 Then Monoah intreated the Lorp, and 

faid, O my Lorn, let the man of God which 

_ thou didft fend, come again unto us, and teach 

us what we fhall do unto. the child that fhall 

be born: g And. God hearkened to the voice 


of Manoah; and the angel of God came again” 


unto the woman as fhe fat in the field: but 
Manoah her hufband was not with her. to And 
the woman made, hafte, and ran, and fhewed 
her hufband, and faid unto him, Behold, the 
man hath appeared unto me, that came unto 
ure the other day: 
went after his wife, and came to the man, and 
faid unto him, drt thou the man that {pakeft 
unto the woman? And he faid,I am. 12 And 
- Manoah faid, Now let thy words come to pafs: 
How fhall we order the child, and sow thall we 
_do unto him? 13 And the angel of the Lorp 
faid unto Manoah, Of all that I faid unto the 
woman, let her beware. 14 She may not eat 
of any thing that cometh of the vine, neither 
let her drink wine or ftrong drink, nor eat any 
unclean ¢hing: all that 1 commanded her, let 
_ her obferve. 3 ee } 
"We have: here an account of a fecond vilit which the angel 
of God made to Manoah and his. wife. ee 
1. Manoah earneftly prayed for it, ver. 8. He was not in- 
credulous. of the ftory his wife told him; he knew the was 


a virtuous woman, and therefore the heart of her hufband doth 


Safely truft in her ; he knew the would not go about to impofe 
upon him ; much lefs was he, as Jofephus unworthily repre- 
fents him, jealous of his wife’s converfation with this ftranger : 
(1.). He takes it for granted, that this child-of promife fhould 
in due time be given them, and fpeaks without hefitation of the 


child that foal be born. There was not found fo great faith, 


no not in Zachariah, a prieft then in waiting at the altar of the 
Lord, and to whom the angel himfelf appeared, as was in this 
honeft Danite. Things hid from the «wife and prudent, that 
value: themfelves upon the nicenefs of their inquiries, are oft re- 
- vealed unto babes, who know how to praife God’s gifts, and to 
take gifts, and to take God’s word. Bleffed are they that have 
not ‘feen, and. yet, as Manoah here, have believed. (2.) All 
his care is, what they Joould do to the child that Sooutd be born. 
Note, Good men ‘are more folicitous and defirous to. know the 
_ duty that is to be done by them, than to know the events that 
fhall be concerning them ; for duty is ours, events are God’s. 


- Solomon inquires concerning the good men fhould do, not the 
good they fhould have, Eccl. ii. 3. (3.) He therefore prays 


_to God, to fend the fame bleffed meffenger again to give them 
further inftru€tions concerning the management of this Naza- 
nite, fearing leaft his wife’s joy for the promife’ miight have 

_made her forget fome part of tie 
firous to be fully informed, and lie under no miftake. Lord, 

det the man of God come again unto us; for we defire to be 

better acquainted with him. Note, Thofe that have heard 
from heaven, cannot but with to hear more from thence, again 
and again to meet with the man of God. Obférve, He doth 


1r And Manoah arofe, and- 


precept, in which he was de-’ 
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. pee they may be helpful to each other in the way that is called 


not go, or fend his fervants abroad. to find out this man of Goth, 
but feeks him upon his knees,*prays to Gad to fend him, and 
thus feeking finds him. Would we have God's meffengers, 
the minifters of his gofpel, to bring a word proper for us, and 


_ for our inftrudtion.? intreat the Lord to fend them to us to.teach . 


us, Rom. xv. 30, 32. 3 

2. God gracioufly granted it, ver. 9. God hearkened to the 
voice of Manoah. Note, God will not fail, fome way or other, 
to guide thofe by his counfel that are fincerely defirous to know 
their duty, and apply themfelves to him to teach them, Pfal. 
xxv. 8, 9. 3 es 

1/1, The angel appears the fecond time alfo to the wife, when 
the was fitting alone, probably tending the flocks, or otherwife 
well employed in the field where the was retired. _ Solitude is, 
oft a good opportunity of communion with God. Good people 
have thought themfelves never lefs, than when alone, if God 


_ be with’ them. 


2dly, She goes in all hafte to call her hufband; doubtlefs 
humbly befeeching the {tay of this bleffed meffenger till the re- 
turns, and her hufband with her, ver. 10, 11. She did not. 
defire him to go with her to her hufband, but will fetch her 
hufband to him. Thofe that would meet with God, mift at- 
tend there where he is pleafed to manifeft him(elf. Oh, faith 
fhe, overjoyed, my dear love, thy: prayers are anfwered ; yon- 


- der is the man of God come to make us another vifit; he thaé 


came the other day ; or, as fome read it, this day ; for other is 
not in the original ; and it is probable enough, that both thefe 
vifits were the fame day, and at the fame place, and that the 
fecond time fhe fat expecting him. The man of God is very: 
willing fhe fhould call her hnfband, John iy. 16., Thofe that 
have got acquaintance with the things of God themfelves, fhould 
invite others to the fame acquaintance, John i. 45,46. Ma- 


noah is not difgufted that the angel. did not this fecond time 


appear to him, but very willingly goes after his wife to the man 
of God. To atone, as it were, for the firft fatal mifcattiage,. 
when Eve earneftly prefled Adam to that which was evil, and 
he too eafily yielded to her, let yoke-fellows excite one another 


_ to love and good works; and if the wifé will lead, let not the 
_ bufband think it any difparagement to him to follow her in that 


which is virtuous and praife-worthy. fing 


___ 3dly, Manoah being come to the angel, and fatisfied by him t 
that he was the fame that had appeared to his wife, doth, with 


all humility, (1.) Welcome the promife, ver. 12. Noa let thy 


_ words come to pafz. This was not only the language of his 
‘defire, but of his faith; like that of the bleffed virgin, Luke i. 
_ 33. Be it according to. thy word. Lord, I lay hold. on what 
_ thou haft faid, and depend upon it: /et it come to pafs. (2.) 
_ Beg that the prefcriptions given might be repeated: How Shalt 


we order the child? "The dire€tions were ‘given to his wife 5 
but he looks upon himfelf as concerned to aflift her in the care- 
ful management of this promifed feed, agcording to order ; for 


_the utmoft care of both the parents, and their conftant joint 


endeavour, is little enough to be engaged for the good order- 
ing of children that are devoted to God, and to be brought up 
for him. Let not one devolve it on the other, but both do 
their beft. Obferye, from Manaoh’s inquiry, [1.] In general, 
That when God’is pleafed to beftow any mercy upon us, our 
great care mult be how to ufe it well, and as we ought, becaufe it 


and what they do unto them, that they may drive out the fool-. 


 ifhnefs that is bound up in their hearts, form their minds and 


manners well betimes, and traim them in the way wherein they 
X 2 Ihould 


- 


_ is then only a mercy indeed wien it is rightly managed. God > 
| has given us bodies, fouls, eftates * how fhall we order them, 

| that we may anfwer'the intent of the donor, and give a good ° 
} account of them? [2.] In particular, thofe to whom God ” 
_ hath given children, muft be very careful how they order them, 


: 
| 
a 
; 
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frould go, Herein pious parents will beg divine affitance. Lord, 
teach us how we may. order our children, that’ they may be 
Nazarites, and living facrifices to thee. 

4ihly, The angel repeats the directions he had before given, 
ver. 13, 14. Of all that 1 forbade det her beware ; and all that 
J commanded her let her obferve. Note, Phere is need of a 
great deal both of caution and obfervation, for the right order- 
ing both of ourfelves and of our children. Beware and cbferve: 
take heed not only of drinking wine or flrong drink, but of eat- 
ing any thing that cometh of the vine. 'Thofe that would pre- 
ferve themfelves pure, muft keep at a diftance from that which 
borders upon fin, or leads to it. When fhe was with child 
of a Nazarite, fhe muft not eat any unclean thing : 
avhom Ghrift is formed, rouft -carefully clean/e them/elves from 
all filthine/s of flefh and fpirit, and do nothing to the prejudice 
of that new man. © 


15 q And Manoah faid unto the angel of the 
Lorn, [ pray thee, let us detain thee, until we 
fhall have made ready a kid for thee. 16 And 
the angel of the Lorn faid unto Manoah, Though 
thou detain me, I will not eat of thy bread: and 
if thou wilt offer’a burnt- offering, thou mutt of- 
fer it unto the Lorv: for Manoah knew not 
that he was an angel of the Lorn. 17, And 


Manoah faid unto the angel of the Lorp, What’ 


as thy name, that when thy fayings come to 
pafs, we may do thee honour? 18 And the an- 
gel of the Lorn faid unto him, Why afkeft thou 
thus after my name, feeing it is fecret? 19 So 
Manoah took a kid, with a meat-offering, and 
offered'7z upon a rock unto the Lorp: and the 
angel did wondroutly, and Manoah and his wife 
looked. on. 20 For it came to. pats, when the 
flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, 
that the angel'of the Lorp afcended in the flame 
* of the,altar: and Manoah and his wife looked 
on 7t, and fell on their faces to the ground. 
(But the angel of the Lorn did no more appear 
to Manoah and to his wife). Then Manoah 
knew that he was an ‘angel of the Lorp. 22 
And Manoah faid unto his wife, We hall furely 
die, becatfe we have. feen God... 23°But -his 
wife faid unto: him, If the Lorp were pleafed to 
kill us, he would. not have received a burnt-of- 
fering and a meat-oflering at our hands, neither 
— would*he have fhewed us all thefe zhings, nor 
would, as at this time, have told us fact things 
as thefe. 


- We have here an account, 
pea ite OE what further. pafled between Manoah and die angel at 
this. 1 interview. ~ Tt was in. kindnefs to him, that while the an- 
gels was with him, it was concealed from him. that it was an. 
angel ; for had he known it,,it would have been fuch a terror 

to him, that he durft not have converfed with him as he did, 
ver. 16. He knew not, that he was an angel. “So. Chritt was 
in the world, and the world bnew: kim, not. 


God that bide oft thyfelf. We could not bear the f ight of the dis 


fo 'thofe in 4. 


NACE: 


Verily thou art a- 


J wip GE S. 


_ head. He gives him a reafon for his refufal: J is fecret.” Phe: 


. zing of them. 
| here it is fecret, or it is Sarirlestals too wonderful for us. One 


Note, There are fecret things which. belong 


parting gave them to underftand who he was. 


i rake ie a a aed oy) hey was. 


vine ee unveiled. God having determine¢ to weil us * 
by men like ourfelves, prophets and minifters, even when he. 
{pake by his angels, or by his Son, they appeared in the ee a” 
nefs of men, and were taken but for men of God. | ; 

Now, //, The angel declined to accept his treat, “and ap- 
pointed him to turn it into a facrifice. Manoah being defirous 
to thew fome token of refpect and gratitude to this venerable 
{tranger, who had brought them thefe glad tidings, begged he 
would take a fhort fupper with him, ver. 15. We'will foon 
make ready a kid for thee. "They that welcome the meflage, 
will be kind to the meffengers, for his fake that fends them, i 
1 Theff..¥..13. But the angel’ told him, ver. 16. he would. > 
not cat of his bread, no more than he would of Gideon’s’; but, — 
as there, dire@ted ‘hiny tor effey: iti t0 God: chap. vi. 20, 21- 
Angels need not meat or drink, but the ‘glorifying of Gad is 
their meat and drink ; andat was Chrift’s, John iv. 34. And 
we in fome. meafure do the will of God as they do it, if, tho” 
we cannot live without meat and drink, yet we eat and drink — 
to the glory of God, and fo turn even our common n meals i Me, 
faerifices. EP Cisse a 

2illy, The angel declined selling him his name, rae Ww wld ee 
not fo far gratify’his ‘curiofity. Manoah’ defired” to know his 

name, ver. 17. andof what tribe he was; not asif he doubted = © 
the truth of his meflage, but that they” might return his vifir, . 
and be better acquainted with him. It is good to increafe and 
improve our acquaintance with good men, and good minifters — 
and he has a further defign, that when thy fayings come to pajs, 
we may do thee honour; celebrate thee as a true prophet, and. 
recommend others to thee for divine in{tructions ; that we may 
call the child that’ fhall be born after thy name, and fo'do thee 
honour; or that we may fend thee a prefent,, honouring one 
whom God has honoured. But the angel denies his Fequeft - 
with fomething of a check to his curiofity, ver. 18.” Why ofeef. ~ 
thou after my name? Jacob himfelf could not prevail for this — 
favour, Gen. xxxii. 29. Note, We have not what we afk ny ra 
we atk we know not what. Manoah’s _ reque “was © ly “4 
meant, and yet was denied. God told Mofes his name, Se 


ty 
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iii 13, 14: becaufe there was particular: ocgcafion for his know-. 


ing it; but-here there was no occafion. What’ Manoah alkedi) | 
for inftruction in his duty, he was readily told, ver. 12, de ge 
but what he afked to gratify his curiofity, was denied. Gods 
has in his word given us full direGtions concerning our duty, . 

but defigned not to anfwer in the inquiries of a oe 2 


names of angels were not as yet revealed, to prevent the idols 
After the captivity, when the church was cus 
red of idolatry, angels made themfelves known to. ‘Daniel by: | 
their names, Misbask and Gabrie/; and to Zacharias the’ Roe. 
gel told his name unafked, Luke i. 19. Iam Gabriel, But 


a a ae ae 


of Chrift’s names is Wonderful, Ifa. ix. 6. His name was’ long 
a fecret; but by the gofpel it is brought to light, Fefus a Be, a 
viour. Manoah mult not afk, becaufe he muit not We 


RS ae eS a ee 


not to 
which we mu{t content ourfelves to be in the dark about 
we are here in this world. (2.) We mutt ‘therefore 
dulge a vain curiofity in our. inquiries concerning t hefe | 


thi > 
Col. it. 18. Nefcire welle que wane, maximus docere non-vult,. 
erudita infeilia eft. jashse 


3dly, The -angel affifted: and sane elie facifce, 


Zr 


ed'them to offer their burnt-offering to the Lord, ver. 
Praifes offered up to. God are the mioft acceptable ente 


ment of the angels.. See*Rev. xxii. OQ» Wor/bip God. 


t 


offered it upon a rock to the Lord, ver. 19,3 i. e. he brought and 
laid it to be offered. Lord, here it is; do what thou pleafe{t with 
it. Thus mult we bring our hearts to God as living facrifices, 
and fubmit them ‘to the operation of his Spirit. All things be- 
ing now ready, (1.} The angel vid aandroufly ; for his name 
was Wonderful." Probably the wonder he did was the fame 
with what he had done for Gideon: he made: fire to come ei- 
". ther down from heaven, or up out of the rock, to confume-the 
factifice. (2.) He afcended up towards heaven ia the flame of 
the facrifice, ver. 20. Biy this it appeared, that, he was not, as 
‘they thought, a mere maa, «but a -meflenger>immediately from 
heaven. Thence certainly he defcended, for thither be afcend- 
ed, John iit, 13. vi. 62. This fignified God’s ‘acceptance of 
the offering ; and intimates to what we owe the acceptance of 
all our offerings, evem to the mediation of the angel of the co- 
venant, that other angel who puts much incénfe'to the prayers of 
_ faints, and fo offers them before the throne, Reve viii. 3x. Prayer 
is the afcent of the foul to God. But itis Chrift in the heart 
by faith that makes it an offering of a fweet-fmelling! favour. 
~ Without him our fervices are offenfive fmoke, but in-him-ac- 
ceptable flames: We may apply.xit to: Chrift'sfacrifice of\him- 
felf for us: he-afcended in the flame of-his own offering» for 
| by his own blood be entered in once into the holy place, Hebeix. 
12. While the angel didsthis, it is twice faid, ver. 19, 20. that 
Manoah and his wife looked on. 'Thisisa proof of the miracle: 
the matter of factivas-trues for out of the mouth of thefe two 
eye-witneffes the reports of itis eftablithed. "The angel did all 
that was done in the. facrifices: they did. bat look. on: yet, 
doubtlefs, when thesangel afcended towards heaven, their hearts 
afcended with-him in thank{giving for the promife which came 
_ from thence, and in expeétation of the. perforiiance to come 
_» from thence-too. Yet, when the angel is afcended, they dare 
- mot, as thofe that were the witnefles of Chrifl’s afcenfion, ftand 
gazing up into heaven; but, in holy fear and reverence, they 
fell on their faces tothe ground. —Aind now, [r.] They new 
that it was.an angel, ver. 24. It was plain, it was not the bo- 
dy of'a man they faw, fincelit was not chained to the earth, 
nor. prejudiced by fire; but.afcended, and afcended in flame; 
and therefore’ with good»reafon: conclude it-was-an angel; for 
he maketh his angels Spirits, and his minifiers a flame of fire. 
 [2.] But he did not any more appear to them. It was for a 
particular occafion, now- over, that he was {ent ; not to fettle a 
conftant correfpondence, as with prophets. They muft remem- 
ber and obferve what the angel had faid, and not expect to 
hear more. y 4/5; SS gS: ION 2h JOM, SORE. 4 y 
2. We have an account of the impreflions which this vifion 
made upon Manoahiand his wife. While the angelodid. won- 
droufly, they looked on, and faid nothing. So it becomes us 


carefully to obferve the wondrous works of God, and to be fi- | 


lent before him; but when “he was gone, having finifhed his 
work, had time to make their reflections. 


~ ff, In Manoah’s refletion upon it, there is great fear, ver. 


22. He had -fpoken with great affurance of the fon they 


_ thould fhortly be the joyfulyparents of, ver. 8, 12.,and yet is 


- now put into fuch a confufion by that very thing, which fhould 


have ftrengthened and encouraged his. faith, that he counts up- , 


on nothing but their being both cut off immediately: We /hall 


Surely die. It was a vulgar opinion, generally received among - 


- the ancient Jews, that it was prefent death to fee God, or an 
_angel: and this notion quite overcame his faith for the prefent, 
as it did Gideon’s, chap. vi. 22... Me fied: a9!) 6G 

_ | 2dly, Iw his wife’s refleGtion upon it there isigreat faith, ver. 
23. Here the weaker veflel was. the ftronger believer ; which 

__ perhaps was the reafon why the angel chofe. once and again to 

appear to her. . Manoah’s heart began tovfail him; but his wife, 

as a help meet for him, encouraged him. ‘T'wo-are better than 


[SPS Dom Kis 165 


as 


one; for if one fall into dejections and defpondencies, the o- 
ther will helpto raife him up. Yoke-fellows thould pioufly af- 


fit each otheér’s faith and joy as there is occafion. None could 
argue better than Manoah’s wife doth here. We Seal furely 


die, faith her hufband : Nay, faith fhe, we need not fear that ; 


let us never turn that again{t us, which is really for us. We 
fhall not die unlefgs God ‘be pleafed. to kill us; our death muft 
come from his hand and his pleafure : now, the tokens of his 
favour which we have received, forbid us to think that he de- 
figns our deftruction. Had he thought fit to killus, (1.) 
He would not have accepted our facrifice, and fignificd to us 
his acceptance of it, by turning it to afbes, Pfal. xx. 3. mars. 
The facrifice was the ranfom of our lives, and the-fire fa{tening 
upon that, «was a plain indication of the turning away of his 
wrath fromouss ‘The facrifice:of the wicked is ‘an abomination ; 
but you feé ours is not fo. (2.} He would not have thewed 
us all-thefe things, thefe ftrange fights, now at a time when there 
is little or no. open yifion, 1 Sam. iit 1. nor would he have gi- 


~ven thefe exceeding great and precious promifes of a fon, that 


thall be a Nazarite, and a deliverer of Ifrael: he would: not 
have told us fuch things as thefe, if he had been pleated to kill 
use We néed not fear the withering of thofe roots, out of 
which fuchya branch is yet to fpring: Notes: Hereby it appears 
God:defigns not the death of finners, that he has accepted: the 
great facrifice which Chrift offered up for their falvation, and 
has’put them in a way of obtaining his favour, and affured them: 
of it, upon theif repentance. Had-he been pleafed to kill them, 
he;would not have done fo. And let: thofe good Chriftians 
who, have had. communion with God in the word and prayers, 
to whom he has gracioufly, manifelted himfelf, and who: have: 


‘had reafon to think God has accepted their works, take-en-- 


couragement from thence in a cloudy and dark day. God 
would not have done what‘he’ has done for my foul, if he+had 
defigned to forfake me, and leave me to perifheat: laft ;.for his 
work is perfeét. Nor will he mock. his people with his fa-- 
vours. Learn to reafon, as, Manoah’s wife did. If God had: 
defigned me to perifh under his wrath, he would not-have gi- 
ven me fuch . diftinguifhing tokens of his favour. Ot womans. 
great is thy faith. Gs 


24 Y And the woman bare a fon; and called: 
his name Samfon : and the child grew, and the 


‘Lorp blefled him. 25 And the fpirit of the 
Lorp. began to move: him at times in-the camp: 


of Dan, between Zorah'and Efhitaol. 


Here is, 1. Samfon’s birth. ‘Fhe woman that had been: 
long barren bare a fon, according to the promife ; for nd word? 
of God fhall fall to the ground.. Hath he. {poken, and fhall he 
not make it good? His name Sam/fog comes from Shemefb, the: 


fun, turned into a diminutive, Sol exiguus, the fun in miniature x 


perhaps, becaufe, being born like Mofes to be a deliverer, he: 
was, like him, exceeding fair ;. his. face fhone like 2 little fun ;: 
or, in remembrance of the fhining countenance of that man of) 
God who brought them the notice of him. Though they knew: 
not his name, yet thus, now his fayings were come to pafs, they 
did him honour. A little fun, becaufe a Nazarite born; and. 
the Nazarites were as rudies and fapphires; Lam. iv, 7. And 
becaufe of his great ftrength.. The fun is compared ‘to a Prong 
man, Pfal. xix. §.3 why. thould not a ftrong man then be: 
compared to the fun, when he goes forth in his ftrength? AL 
little fun, becavfe. the glory of, and a light to his people Lrael.. 
fv type of Chrift, the fun of righteonfnefs.. ae: 

2. His childhood. He grew more than ordinary in ftrength 
and ftature; far outgrew other children of his age ; and* not 
in that.only, but in other inftances, it appeared, that the Lord! 
blefled him, qualified him both in body and mind, for fomes 


thing: 
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“hing great and extraotdinary. Children of promife thall have 
the blefling. : i 


3. His youth. -When he grew up a little, the Sprit of the 
Lord began io move bim, ver. 25, ‘This was an evidence that 
the Lord blefled him. Where God gives his blefling, he gives: 
his fpirit to qualify for the blefling:. Thofe are blefled indeed, 
in whom the {pirit of grace begins to: work betimes, in the days 
of their childhood. If the /pirit be. poured out upon our offspring, 
they will _/pring up as willows by the qwater-courfes, La. xliv. 
3, 4. The Spirit of God moved Samfon in the camp of Dany 
3. e. in the general: mufter of the trained-bands of that tribe 5 


who. probably had formed a camp between Zorah and Efhtaol, 


near the place he lived, to. oppofe the incutfions of the Phili- 
ftines. . There Samfon, when a child, appeared: among them, 
and fignalized himfelf by fome very brave ations, excelling 
them all in manly exercifes, and trials of ftrength; and pro- 
bably he fhewed himfelf more than ordinary zealous againft the 
enemies. of his country, and difcovered more of a public fpirit 
than could be expeéted in a child. The Spirit moved at times, 
not at all times; but as the wind blows when he lifteth; to 
fhew that what he did, was not from himfelf: then he: could 
have done it any time. Strong men think themfelves great- 
ly animated by wine, Pfal, lxxvii. 65. But Samfon drank no 
wine, and yet excelled in ftrength and courage, and every 
thing that was bold and brave; for he had the Spirit of God 
moving him. Therefore be not drink with wine, but be filled. 
with the Spirit, who will come to thofe that are fober and: tem- 
perate. 
a CHAP. XIV. 
‘The idea which this chapter gives us of Samfon, ts not what 
one might have expected concerning one who, by the [pe- 
cial defignation of Heaven, was a Nazarite to God, and a 
deliverer of Ifrael ; and yet really he was both. Here is, 
I. Sam/fan’s court/hip of a daughter of the Philifines, and’ 
bis marriage to her, ver. 1,—5, 7; 8. Il. His conqueft 
of a lion, and the prize be found tn the carcafe of i, ver. 
5, 6, 8, 9. III. Samfon’s riddle propofed to his compa- 
nions, ver. 10,—14. and unriddled by the treachery of his 
wife, vers 15,—18. IV. The occafion this, gave him to 
hill thirty of the Philiftines, ver-19. and to break off bis 
new alliance, ver. 20. ns 
‘ * ND Samfon went down to Timnath, and 
- faw a woman in Timnath of the daugh- 
ters of the Philiftines. 2 And he came up and 
told his father and his mother, and faid, I have 
feen a woman in Timnath of the daughters of 
the Philiftines: now therefore get her for me 


to wife. 3 Then his father and his mother faid” 


unto him, Js there never 2 woman among the 
daughters- of thy brethren, or among all my 


ccircumeifed Philiftines? And Samfon faid unto 
his father, Get her for me, for fhe pleafeth me 
well, 4 But his father and his mother knew 
not that 1 was of the Lorp, that he fought an 
occafion-againft the Philiftines : for at that time 


--the Philiftines had dominion over Ifrael. 5 Then 


went Samfon down, and his father and his mo- 
ther, to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of 
Timnath : and behold, a young lion‘ roared a- 
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‘and honey in the carcafe of the lion. 9 And » 


' his parents acquainted. with the matter. 
- defired to get her for him to wife, ver. 2. Herein he is am. 
| example to all children, conformable to the law of the fifth. 
_ commandment. 
. towards it, without the advice and confent of their parents. 
. They that do (as Bifhop Hall here expreffeth it), avi/fully un- 
| child ae and exchange natural affection for violent. Pa. 
‘eh - rents have a property in their children,. as. parts of th saa 

people, that thou goeft to take a wife of the un- | Pe ai ek ee 
| of the relation, that a man hall leave his father and his mothers 
| and cleave to his wife. It is therefore ndt. only. unkind and 
| ungrateful, but very unjuft, to alienate this property, without 


than their goods, and yet faith, It is no Jean ciane ten Hoag 
the companion of a defirayer, Prov. XXVIil. 240 (3.) Tis pa 
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gainfthim. 6 And the fpiit of the Lorp came — 
mightily upon him,and he rent’him as he would 
have rent a kid, and be bad nothing in his hand: 
but he told not his father or his mother what he 
had done. 7 And he went down and talked 
with the woman, atid the pleafed Samfon well. 
8 | And after a time, he returned to take her, 
and he turned afide to fee the carcafe of the 
lion: and behold, there was a fwarm of bees, — 


PEN 


he took thereof in his hands, and went om eat- 
ing, and came to his father and mother, and he — a 
gave them, and they did eat: butvhe told not _ 
them, that he had taken the honey out of the 
carcafeof the lion. oA RS a 
Here, 1. Samfon, under the extraordinary conduét of Pro- a 
vidence, feeks an occafion of quarrelling with the Philiftiness 
by joining in affinity with them. A ftrange method! But the 
truth is, Samfon was himfelf a riddle, a paradox of a man x 


- did that which was really great and good, by that which was 
- feemingly weak and evil; becaufe he wasdefigned, not tobe a 


pattern to. us, who muft walk by rule, not by example; buta 


type of him, who, though he Anew: no fin, was made fin for 


us, and appeared in the likenefs of finful flefh, that he: might cons 
demn. and deftroy Jin in the fees Roms ville ga ey ae 
1/f, As the negotiation of Samfon’s marriage wasiacom- _ 


" mon cafe, we may obferve, (1.) That it was weakly and fool-. a 


ifhly done of him to fet his affeétions upon a daughter of the: 


- Philiftines. > The thing appeared very ill Shall one, that is. . 
’ not only an Ifraclite, but a Nazarite, devoted to the Lord,. <@ 


covet to become one with a worfhipper of Dagon ? fhall one. 
marked for a pattiot of his country, match among thofe that, 


_ were’its {worn enemies? He faw this woman, ver. 1. and fhe, 
 pleafed him well, ver. 3. It doth not appear, he had any reas 


fon to think her either wife or virtuous, or any way likely to, — 


_ be a help meet for him: but fomething he faw in her face that. 


was very agreeable to his fancy;. and therefore nothing will 


- ferve, but fhe mult be his wife. He that, in the choice ofa 
_ wife, is guided only by his eye, and governed by his fancy,  — 
_ muft afterwards thank himfelf, if he find a Philiftine in his. 
arms. (1.) Yet it was wifely and well done, not to proceed 
~ {o much as to make his addreffes to her, till he had firftmade 


He told. them, and. ~ 


Children ought not to marry, nor to move 


eee Foe nt 
ee ae ee 


In marriage, this- property is transferred; for fuch is the law. 


their concurrence. Whofo thus robbeth his father or mother, 
ftealing himfelf from them, who is nearer and dearer to them 
figs ee 


rents did well to diffuade him from yoking himfelf thas une- 
qually with unbelievers. Let. thofe who profefs religion, but. ~~ 
are courting an affinity with. the profane and irreligious, are ; 
matching into families where they have reafon to think the 
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_ fear of God is not, nor ‘the worlhip of God, let them hear. | 
their reafoning, and apply it ‘to themfelves. Zs there never a | 
- avoman among the daughers of thy brethren, or, if none of our | 
‘own tribe, mever'a one among all my people, never an Uraelite, | 
~ that pleafeth thee, or that thou ‘canft think worthy of ‘thine af | 
feGion, that thou fhoaldft marry a Philiftine ? In the old world,. | 
the fons of God corrupted and ruined themfelves and their fa- 
milies, and that truly ‘primitive ‘church, ‘by marrying with te 
daughters of men, ‘Gen. vi. 2. “Godthad forbidden the people | 
of Ifracl to marry with the devoted nations, ‘one of which the | 
_ Philiftines were, Deut. vii. 3. (4.) If there ‘had not been a 
' {pecial reafon for it, it had certamly been. ill in ‘him to infitt 
upon his ‘cltoice, and in them 'to agree to it at laft. Yet their — 
tender compliance ‘with his affections, may ‘be obferved, as an | 
example to parents, not to be tnreafonable im crofling their | 
. childrens choices, nor to deny their confent, efpecially ‘to thofe ~ 
that have feafonably and dutifully afked it, without fome very. | 
good cafe. A's children mutt obey their parents in the Lord, | 
fo parents mult not provoke their children to wrath, left they be | 
difeouraged. ‘This Nazarite, in. his fubjectionto his parents, . 
ulking their confent; and ‘not proceeding till he had ‘it, was not | 
only an example to all children, but a type of ‘the holy.child 
_ Jefus; who qweat down with his parents to Nazareth, (thence 
- talled a Nazarene), and was fubjecto them, Luke m 51.0 
-2dly, But this’treaty of marriage’ is exprefsly faid to be of | 
the Lord, ver. 4. Notonly that God afterwards over-ruled | 
it to ‘ferve:bis ‘defigns ‘againit the Phililtines, ‘but that ‘he puts | 
it into Samfon’s heart to make ‘this :choice, that Ae might Aave | 
_ accafion againft the Philyfines. It was not‘a thing evil in itfelf, | 
_ for him to marry a Philiftine.. It was forbidden, becaufe of | 


‘ 


_ the danger of receiving hurt'by idolaters ; where there was not f 
only that danger, ‘but an opportunity hoped for, of doing that }° 


hurt to them, ‘which would be good fervice to Ifrael, the Taw | 


might well be difpenfed with. It was faid, chap. xiii. 25. that | 


the foirit of the Lord began to move him at times; andwe have | 
| 


yeafon to think, he himfelf perceived that Spirit to move him.| 


at this tine, when he made this choice; and that otherwife- 
the would have yielded to his parents diffuafives ; nor would. | 


they have confented at laft, if he had not fatisfied them, it was . |’ 


of the Lord. This would bring him into acquaintance and 
~converfe with them, by which he might have fuch opportuni- 
ties of galling them, as otherwife he-could not have. It fhould. 
feem; the way in which the Philiftines oppreffed Hrael, was not _ 
by great arthies, but by the clandeftine incurfions of their giants, _ 
_ and finall-parties of theit rapparees.. In the fame way there. 
fore Samfon muft deal with them: let him but by this-mar. | 
- tiage getamong them, and le would be a thorn in their fides. 
Jefus: Chrift, being to deliver us. from. this prefent evil-world, - 
and to ca{t out the prince of it, did himfelf vifit, it, though fall. 
of pollution and enmity ; and, by afluming-a body, did, in fome 
fenfe, join in affinity with it, that he*might deltroy our fpiritual 
enemies, and his own arm. might work the falvation. 

2. Samfon, by a fpecial providence, is animated and encou- 
raged to attack the Philiftines. That being the fervice for 
which he was.defigned, God, when he. called him to it, pre- 
pared him for it, by two occurrences. ) ree 

ft, By enabling him, in one journey to Timfath, to Ail a) 
tion, ver. 5, 6... Many decline doing the, fervice they might 
do, beeaufe they know. not their own flrength. God let Sam- 

fon know what he-could do, in the ftrength of the /pirit.of-the 
Lord, that he might never be afraid to look the greateft diffi- 
culties-in the face. David, that: was to complete the deftruc- 
“tion of the Philiftines, muf'try his-band firft upon.a lon and a. 
 ‘béar, that from thence he might infer, as we might fuppofe 
“Samfon did; that the uncircumcifed Philiftine {hould be as one 
ofthem, 1 Sam. xvii, 36. (1.) Samfon’s encounter with the: 
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lion was hazardous. Tt was a young lion, one-of the fierceft 
fort, that fet upon him, roaring for his prey, and particularly 
fet his eye upon him: He roared in meeting ‘him ; fo the word 
is. Efe was all alone ia the vineyards, whither he had ramb- 
led from his father and mother, who kept the high-road, pro- 
bably to eat grapes. “Children confidér not, how they expofe 
themfelves ‘to the roeating hon that feeks to devour, when, out 
of a foolifh fondnefs for liberty, they wander ‘from under the 
eye and wing of their prudent ‘pious :parents: nor do young 
people confider what lions lurk in the vineyards, the vineyards 
of red wines, as dangerous as fnakes under the green grafs. 
Had Samfon met with this lion in the way, he might have 
had more reafon to expect help both from God and man, than 
here, im the folitary vmeyards, out of his road. But there was 
a {pecial providence in it; and the more hazardous the en- 
counter was. (2.) The victory was fo much the more illuf 
trious..-It was obtained without any difficulty. “He ftrangled 
the lion, and tore out his throat, with as much eafe as he would 
have ftrangled:a kid; ‘yet without any inftrament; not only 
no {word or bow, but not fo much as a -ftaff or a knife: Ae . 
had nothing in his hand. Chrift engaged the roaring lion, and’ 
conquered him, in the beginning of his public work, Matth. iv. 
1. ¢. and afterwards fpoiled principalities and powers, tri- | 
umphing over them in himfelf, as fame read it, not by any in-.- 
ftrament : He was exalted in his own firength. That which . 
added. much to the glory of Samfon’s triumph over the lion: . 
was, that when he had done this great exploit, he did not 
boalt of it, did not fo much as iell his father or mother, that 
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| which many a one would foon have ‘made the country Ting of 


Modefty and humility -make.up.the brighteft crown of great ? 
performances. Peters he 

2dly, By providing him the next journey with*honey ih. the 
carcafe of this lion, ver, 8, 9. hen he came down the 
next time to folemnize his nuptials, and his parents with him, 
he-had the ‘curiofity to turn afide into the vineyards, where he 
had ‘killed ‘the lion, perhaps that, with'the fight of the ‘place, he 


might affe& himfelf with the mercy of that great deliverance,. 
_and might: there folemnly give thanks to God for it. 


It is 
good thus to mind ourfelves of -God’s former favours to us. 
There he found the, carcafe of the lion ;: the birds, or beaits of 
prey, it is likely, ‘had eaten ‘the flefh; and_‘in the fkeleton, a 
{warm of -bees had. knit/and made a hive. of it, “and not’been 
idle, :but had there laid up.a good ftock of honey, Which was. 


was of it, that it is faid to flow with milk and honey. Samfon . 
having a better’title than any man to the hive, feizeth the‘ho- 
ney with his-hands.. This fuppofeth an encounter with the 
bees. But.he that-dreaded not the lion’s paws, had no-reafon 
to fear their ftings. As by his vidtory over the lion, he was . 
emboldened to-encounter, the Philiftine giants, if there fhould 
be occafion,. notwithftanding their {trength-and fiercenefs ; fo 


one of the ftaple commodities of Canaan 3 fuch 7 anion 


_by diffleizing the bees, he was taught not to fear the multitude 


of the Philiftines ; though they compa/fed “him about Ine bees, - 
yet in thename of the Lord he foould defroy them, Pfal.icxviii. . 
12s. Of the honey he here found; [1.] He eat :himfelf, afk- 
ing no queltions for. confcience-fake. : for the dead bones of an *. 
unclean beaft had not that ceremonial pollution in them, that 
the. bones of -a man had. John Baptift, that Nazarite of the — 
New Teftament, lived upon wild honey. [2.] He gave to his 
parents, and they did-eat:. Did notyeat, all himfelf :. Haj? thou. 
found honey ? eat fo much as is: fufficient for thee, and no more, . 
Prov. xxv. 16. He let his-parents fhare with him. Children 
fhould be grateful to their parents with the fruits of their own 
induftry, and fo /hew piety at home, 1 Tim.v. 4. Let thofe 
that, by the grace of God, have found {weetnefs in religion 
themfelyes, communicate their experiences to their friends and. 
relations,. . 


and thirty change of garments. 
cannot declare it me, then fhall ye give me thir- 


) 


-may hear it. 


at me. 
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relations, and invite them to come and fhare withthem. He 
told not his parents whence he had it, left they fhould have 
{crupled eating it? Bithop Hall obferves here, that tho/e are 
lefs wife and 1 more fer upulous than Samfon, that decline the ufeof 
God's gifts, becauje they find them in ill veffels. Honey is honey 
ftill, though in a dead lion. Our Lord Jefus having conquered 
Gaein; that roaring lion, believers find honey in the carcafe, a- 
bundant ftrength, and fatisfaction enoygh for themfelves, and 
for all their friends, from that vi€tory. 


10 ¥ So his father went down unto the wo- 
man, and Samfon made there a feaft: for fo 
ufed the young mento do. 
pais when they faw him, that they brought 
thirty companions to be with him. 12 gq And 
Samion faid unto them, I will now put forth a 
riddle unto you: if you can certainly declare 
it me within the feven days of the feaft, and 
find it out, then I will give you thirty fheets, 


ty fheets, and thirty change of garments. And 
they faid unto him, Put forth thy riddle that.we 
14 ‘And he faid unto them, Out 
of the eater came forth meat, and out of the 
ftrong came forth fweetnefs. And they could 
not in three days expound the riddle. 15 And 


it came to pafs on the feventh day, that they 
. faid unto Samfon’s wife, Entice thy hufband, 


that he. may declare unto us the riddle, left we 
burn thee and thy father’s houfe with fire : 


have He ‘called us to take that we have? is it 


not fo? 16 And Samfon’s wife wept before 
him, and faid, Thou doft but hate me, and 


loveft me nct: thou haft put forth a riddle un- 


to the children of my people, and haft not told 
And he faid unto her, Behold, I have 
“not. told ie my father nor my mother, and thall 


I tell iz thee? 17 And the wept before him the | 


feven days while their feaft lafted: and it came 
to pafs on the feventh day, that he told her, be- 
caufe fhe lay fore upon him: and fhe told the 
riddle to the children of her people. 18 And 


_the men of the city faid unto him on the feventh 


_ day, before the fun went down; What is fweet- 


er than honey? and what zs ftronger than a 
lion? Andvhe faid unto them, If ye had not 
ploughed with my heifer, ye had not found out 
my riddle. 19 4 And the fpirit of the Lorp 
‘came upon him, and he went down to Athke- 
lon, and flew thirty men of them, and took 


‘their fpoil, and gave. change of . garments unto — 
and his 


them which» expounded the riddle: 
anger was | ‘kindled, and he went up: to his fa- 
ther’s houfe. * 20 But Samfon’s wife was given 


‘to his companion, ‘whom he had ufed as his . 


sete 


ing a feftival of his nuptial folemnities, which continued feven 


_and morofe. 


tr And it came to. | 


13. But if ye 


q 
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found out the riddle ; and_ neither lions nor honey’ were fuch — q 
| 
; 


: ver-ruling providence, brings , go 


gir 


We have here an account’ of Samfon’s eddie “and f : 


the occafion it gave him to fall foul upon the Philiftines. = 4 
1. Samfon conformed to the cuftom of the country, inmak- _ 


days, ver. 10. Though he was a Nazarite, he did not effect, 
in a thing of this nature, to be fingular; but did as the young % 
men ufed to do upon fach occafions. It is no part_of religion 
to go contrary to the innocent ufages of the places where we 
live: nay, i¢ is a reproach to religion, when thofe who profefs 
it give jult occafion to others to call them covetous, {neaking, — 
A good man fhould. {trive to make himfelf, in iy 
the beft fenfe, a good companion. a 

2. His wife’s relations paid him the accuftomed eine of ; 
the place upon that occafion, and brought him thirty young : 
men to keep him company during the folemnity, and to attend ~ 
him as his grooms-men, ver. 11. When they farw him, what 
a comely man he was, and what an ingenious graceful look he 
‘had, they brought him thefe to do him honour, and toimprove 
by his converfation, while he ftayed among them : Or rather, - 
when they faw him, what. a ftrong | ftout man he was, they 
brought thefe feemingly to be his companions ; but really to 
be a guard upon him, or {pies to obferve him. Jealous enough - 
they were of him; but would have been more fo, had they 
known of his Nic Ory over the lion; which, therefore, he had 
-induftrioufly concealed. T he favours of Philiftines have oft 
fome mifchief or other defi igned i in them. 

3. Sanyon, to entertain the company, creo a ‘tiddle to. a 
them, and laysa wager with them they cannot. find it. out in 
feven days, ver, 12, 13, 14.- The ufage, it feems, was very 
ancient upon fuch occafions, when friends were together, | to. be 
innocently merry ; not to {pend all the time in dull eating and 
dring, as Bifhop Patrick expreffeth i it, or in. other the gratifica- _ 7 
tions of fenfe, as mufic, dancing, or ‘thews$ but to propofe a 
queftions, by which their learning and ingenuity might be tried 
and improved. This becomes. m ny fe at: v 
themfelves by their reafon. _ But 
famous and worfe than br ith entertain: nents. of ‘this eger 
rate age, W which fend. nothing und but the. fa and the a. 

‘till reafon i is drowned and wifdorn fan Now, if, Samfon’s- 
riddle was his own. invention ; for it was his Own atchievement 
that gave occafion for it: Oye of the eater came forth meaty and. 
out of the rong came forth fweetnefs. Read my riddle; what — 
isthis? Beafts of prey da. not yield x meat for man ; yet » food a 
came from.the devourcr.: and thofe cre that 3 oe 
when they-are alive, commonly fell ftro B>, and are eve 


vay 
offenfive when they are dead, as horfes ; 33 and yet: out of 3 the 
Jfirong, or out of the bitter, fo. the Syriac and. Arabic read i is came. 
Jweetne/s. If they hav 


eater is molt ftrong, and what meat is molt fweet, fo love" = 


{trangers to their. country, that the thoughts of them. needed to 
fa the riddle, would have Re 

ining: {tory on which 

o many of the me~ 

en God, by. 


ut of evil to his « 


be out of the ways-and_ the felting 


‘it was founded. This tiddle { is s applicab 
thods of divine providence and § grace. 
1d. 


ree Mee that which | treater 


Phill i, I 2. ¥ 
__ 2dly, His wager was more confiderabl. to 
becaufe he was one againit thirty pal P 

ger laid upon God’ 3 providence, 0 
or a, card, but upon their i ingenuity 5 ountec 
than an. honourary” Seen, of w and. a di 
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4. His companions, when they could not expound the rid- 
dle themfelves, obliged his wife to get from him the expofition 
of it, ver. 15. Whether they were really of a dull capacity, 
or whether under a particular infatuation at this. time, it was 
ftrange that none of the thirty could, in all this time, ftumble 
upon fo plain a thing as that, What is fweeter than honey 2? and 
what is flronger than a lon ? \t fhould feem, that in wit, as 
well as manners, they were barbarous; barbarous indeed to. 
threaten the bride, that if fhe would not ufe means with the 
bridegroom to let them into the ‘meaning of it, they would 
burn her and her father’s houfe with fire. Could any thing be 
more brutifh? It was bafe enough to turn a jeft into earneft ; 
and they were unworthy of converfation, that would grow fo 
‘outrageous, rather than confefs their ignorance, and lofe fo 
{mall a wager ; nor would it fave their credit at all, to tell the 
riddle when they were told it. It was yet more villanous to 
engage Samfon’s wife to be a traitor to Ker own hufband, ‘and 
to pretend a greater intereft in her than he had: now fhe was 


matried, fhe mutt forget her own people. “Yet moft inhumane 


~ of all: was'it to threaten, if fhe could not prevail, to burn her 


Na 
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and all her relations with fire’; and all for fear of lofing each 
of them the value of a fhirt and a coat: Have ye called us’ to 
‘take what we have ? Thofe mult never Jay wagers that cannot 
lofe more tamely and eafily than thus. . Fah 

5. Eis wife, by unreafonable iniportunity, obtains from him 
a key to his riddle. Tt was on the feventh day, i. e. the fe- 
venth day of the week (as Dr Lightfoot conjeétures), but the 
fourth day of the feaft, that they folicited her to entice ber 
hufband,*ver. 15. and fhe did ‘it, (1.) With great art and 
management, ver. 16. refolving not to believe he loved her, 


~ unlefs he would gratify her in this thing. She knew he could 


_ not bear to have his love queftioned; and therefore if any thing 


“would work upon him, that would: Thou doft but hate me, and 
loveft me not, if thou denieft me ; whereas he had much more 
reafon to fay, Thou doft but hate me, and loveff me not, if thou 
infifteft'on it. And that fhe might not make this the teft of 
his affection, he affures her he had not told his own parents, 
notwithftanding the confidence he repofed in them. If this 


prevail not, fhe will try the powerfil eloquence of tears: She- 


swept before him the relt of the days of the feafl; chufing ra- 


fe, 


ther to mar the mirth, as the bride’s tears muft néeds do, than 
not gain her point, and oblige her countrymen, ver.17. (2. 

With great fuccefs. At laft, being quite wearied with her 
importunity, he told her what was the meaning of -his» riddle. 
And though we may fuppofe the promifed fecrecy ; and that 


_ if he would but let her know, the would tell no body 3 the im- 

~ mediately told it to the children of her people: nor could he ex- 
_. peét better froma Philiftine, éfpecially when the interefts. of | 
her country were never fo little concerned, See Mic. vii. 5, 6. 
The riddle is at length wnriddled, ver. 18. What is feweeter | 


than honey, or a better meat? Prov. xxiv. 13. What is Pronger 


than a lion, or’a greater devourer? Samfon generoufly owns — 


they had won the wager, though he had good reafon to difz 
pute it, becaufe they had not declared the riddle, as the bar- 


gain was, ver. 12. but it had been declared to them. But be | 


only thought fit to tell them of it : Lf ye-bad not ploughed swith 
my heifer, made ule of your intereft with my wife, you had not 


— fornd out my riddle. Satan, in his temptations, could not do 


‘of our own corrupt nature, 


us the mifchicf he doth, if he did not plough with the heifer 


» 7. Samfon pays his wager to thefe Philiftines with the f{poils | 
of others of their countrymen, ver. 19. He took this occa © 
_ fion- to quarrel with the Philiftines; went down to Athkelon, | 


_ . one of their cities, where probably he knew there was fome 


great fultival obferved at this time, to which many flocked, 
picked out thirty, flew them, and took their » 


‘out of:whom he 
onbecah fey ta | Suan \ 
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clothes, and gave them to thofe that had expouded the riddle. 
So that, in balancing the account, it appeared that the Phili- 
ftines were the lofers; for one of the lives they loft, was 
worth all the {uits of clothes they: won ; for.the body is more 
than raiment. The Spirit of the Lord came upon him, both 
to authorife and to enable him to do this. ; 

Laftly, This proves a good. oecafion of weaning Samfon 
from his new relations. He found how his companions had , 
abufed him, and how his wife had betrayed him; and there- 
fore his anger ‘was kindled, ver. 19. Better-be angry with 
Philiftines, than in love with them; becaufe when we join 
ourfelves to them, we are moft in danger of being infnared by 
them. And meeting with this ill ufage among them, he qwent 
up to-bis father’s houfe. Ut were well for us, if the unkindneffes 
we meet with from the world, and our difappointments in 
it, had but this good effeét upon us, to oblige us by faith and 
prayer to return to our heavenly Father’s houfe, and reft there. 
The inconveniencies that occur in our way, fhould make us 
love home, and long to be there. No fooner was he gone, 
but his wife was dilpofed of to another, ver. 20. Inftead of 
begging his pardon for the wrong fhe had done him, when he 
jultly fignified his refentment of it, only by withdrawing ‘in dif- 


| pleafure for a time, fhe prefently marries him that was. the 


chief of the guefts, the friend of the bridegroom, whom per- 
haps fhe toved too well, and was too willing to oblige, when 


» the got her hufband to tell her the riddle. See how little con- 
fidence is to be putin man, when thofe may prove our enemies 


whom we have ufed as our friends. \ 


Colic ASP Rae fn 

Samfon, when be had courted an alliance with the Philjfines, ’ 
did but feek an cccafion againfi them, chap. xiv. 4. Now, 
bere we have a further account of the occafions be took 
to weaken them, and to evenge not bis own, but Lfrael’s 
quarrels upon them. Every thing here is furprifing 3 if 
any thing ve thought incredible, becaufe impofible, it muft 
be remembered, that with God nothing is impoffible ; and 
1 was by the Spirit of the Lord coming upon bim, that 
he was both direted to, and firengthened for thofe unufuad 
ways of making war. 1. Krom the perfidioufnefs of his 
wife and her father, he took occafion to burn their corn, 
ver. ty 5. Li. From the Philifines barbarous cruelty 
toibis wife and her father, he took occafion to finite them 


with a great flaughters-ver. 6,+-8. LLL. From the treach- . 


ery of bis own. countrymen, who delivered him bound to 


the Philifines, he took cecafion to kill one thoufand of ihem ~. 


lV. From the 


with the jaw-bone of an a/s, ver. Qy—17. 


diftrefs he was then in for want of water, God took oc- ‘ 
cafion to fhew him Favair in a feafonable Supply vere 


18,—20. 


‘ FYUT it came to pafs within a while after, in 


the time of wheat-harveft, that Samfon 
vilited his wife with a kid, and he faid, I will 
go in. to my wite into the chamber. But her 
father would not fuffer him to go in. 2 And 


her father faid, I verily thought that thou hadft _ . 


utterly hated her, therefore I gave her to thy 


| companion: zs, not her younger fifter fairer 


than fhe? take her, I pray thee, inftead of her. 
3.9, And Samfon faid concerning them, Now 
{hall I be more blamelefs than the Philiftines, 
though I do thema difpleafure. 4 And Sam- 
fon.went and caught three hundred foxes, and 

Os tet ie took 
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took fire-brands, and turned tail to tail, and put 
a fire-brand in the midft between two tails. 
5 And when he had fet the brands on fire, he 
let them go into the fltanding-corn of the Phi- 
liftines, and burnt up both the fhocks, and alio 
the ftanding corn, with the vineyards and o- 
lives. 6 Then the Philiftines faid, Who hath 
done this? And they anfwered, Samfon the fon- 
in-law of the Timnite, becaufe he had taken 
his wife, and given her to his companion. And 
the Philiftines came up, and burnt her and her 
father with fire. 7 “{ And Samfon faid unto 
them; ‘Though ye have done this, yet I will be 
avenged of you, and after that I will ceafe. 8 
And he fmote them hip and thigh with a great 
flaughter ; ; and he went down and dwelt in the 
os of the rock Etam. 
Here is, 1.-Samfon’s return to his set whom he: had. Ieft 
' 4n difpleafure; not hearing, perhaps, that fhe was: given to a- 


nother, when time had a little cooled his tefentments; he came 
back to her; vifited her witha kid, ver. The value of the 


prefent was inconfiderable, but it was tended as a token of- 
reconciliation, and perhaps was then fo ufed, when thofe that © 


had been at variance were brought together again. He fent 


this, that he might fup with Gace in her apartment, and fhe with — 


~ him om his provifion, and fo. they mightibe friends again» It 
* awas generoully done of Samfon,. though he was the party of- 


’ fended, and the fuperior relation, to whom. therefore. fhe was ~ 


~bound in duty-to. have addreffed for peace, yet to. make the 

firft motion of reconciliation. 
‘tween near relations, Jet thofe be-ever reckoned the wife(t.and 
‘weft that are molt forward to forgive and forget injuries, and 
‘moft willing to ftoop and yield for peace fake. 


2. The repulfeshe met with: Her father forbid him to 


come near her, for truly he had married her to another, ver. 


2. He endeavours, (1.) To jultify himfelf in this wrong: J . 


~werily thought that thot hadft utterly hated her. A very ill 


“opinion he had of Samfon, meafuring that Nazarite by the ~ 


’ ‘gommion’temper of the Philiftines.. Could he think-worfe of 


him, than to fufpedt, that-becaufe he was juftly angry with his - 
wife, he utterly hated her? and-becaufé he had feen caufe to 


~ return to his father’s houfe for a while, therefore he. had a- 
‘bandoned her for-ever? Yet this is all he had to fay in exeufe 
‘of this injury. - Thus he made the wort of jealoufies, to pa- 

- tronize the worft of robberies. 

in doing ill to fay,.we thought others defigned ill. (2.) He 

_ endeavours to pacify. Samfon, by: offering him ‘his younger 


daughter, which, becaufe the handfomer, he: thought Samfon — 


-tmight accept: in fall recompenfe for the wrong. See what con- 
-fafions thefe’did admit, and bring their families tos, that were 
not governed by the fear: and law of God; marrying.a daugh- 


ter this week to one, and next week to pee ; giving aman . 


one daughter firft, and then another. Samfon {corned his pro- 
-pofal 5 he knew better things than to take a woman to. her fif- 
ter, Ley. xviii) 18. 


aes ‘The: reyenge Sanifan took-apon the Philiftines So this 
Had he defigned herein. only to plead his own caufe, . 
“she would have challenged his rival, and- would, have chaftifed || 
him. and his father-in-law only. _ But he looks upon himfelf as 
‘a public perfon, and the affront as done to the whole nation of » 
“Tfrael ;_ for, probably, they put this flight upon him, becaufe he. 
“WAS of. that ‘ation, and pleated. themfelyes with, it, . that pa 


- abufe. — 


1, uD @ © 6. 


~ each couple had a ftick of fire between their tails, with which 


it were done, as it probably was, in the might. 


When differences happen be- 


‘But it will never bear: us out | 
) them, and burnt them with fire, perhaps in their own houfe, 
‘own: had given him caufe to be angry. Inftead of taking» 


widlay to. do i it ak himfelf. eee ie pane in it, ¢ ineea fake ae 
. geance belongs. 


td 


tide. xv, 


had put fuch an abufe upon an Thraclite : and. therefore he ree 
folves to do the Philiftings a difpleafure ; and “doth not doubt ~~ 
but this treatment he had met with among them, would jutti- Fy 
“fy him in it, ver, 3. Mow fhall I be more blamelefs than the 
Phikt iliftines. He had done what became him,“ in offering, to pe 
be reconciled to his wife; but the having rendered it imprac- 
ticable, now they could nor blame him ifhe fhewed his jult re- 
fentments. _ Note, When differences arife, we ought to do our 
duty inorder to the ending of them, and then, Awhatever the 
ill confequences of them may be, we thall be blamelefs. Now, . 
the way Samfon took to be revenged on them, was by fetting 
their-corn-fields on fire, which would be a great weakening _ 
and.impoverifhing to the country, ver. 4, 5. (1-) The me-. 
-thod he took. to do it was very odd; He fent one hundred 
and fifty couple of foxes, tied tai) to tail, into the town-fields ; 


being terrified, they run into the corn for fhelter and fo fet fire. 
to ite ‘Thus the fire wou'd break out in many places at the 
fame time, and therefore could not be conquered, efpecially if 
He might have 
employed men to do it ; but perhaps he could not find Hrael- 
ites enough that had courage to do it, and himfelf could do it 
but in one place at a time, which would not effect his purpofe. : 
We never find Samfon, in any of his exploits, making ufe of 
any perfon whatfoever either fervant or foldier ; therefore in. 
this proje& he chufeth to make ufe of foxes as his incendiaries. . - 
They had injured Samfon: by their fubtlety and malice ; and - 
now Samfon returns the injury by fabtle foxes, and mifchie-. 
vous firebrands. By the meannefs and weaknefs of the ani- | 
mals he employed, he defigned to put contempt upon the ene-_ 
mies he fought againtt.. This firatagem is oft alluded. to, to - 
fhew how the church’s adverfaries, that are of different inte-. 
refts and defigns among themfelves, that look and draw. con- - 
trary ways in other things, yet have oft united in a firebrand, 
fome curfed projeét or other, to walte the church of God, . 
and particularly to. kindle the fire of divifion init. (2.) The | 
The mifchief he hereby did to. the Philiftines was very great. 
It. was_in the time of wheat-harveft, ver. 1. fo that, the ftraw 
being. dry, it foon burnt both the fhocks-of corn that were cut, 
and the /tanding-corn, with the. vineyards and olives. This was. 
a walte of the good creatures; but where other aéts of hoftili- 
ty are lawful, deftroying the forage is juftly reckoned to be fo. 
If he might take away their lives, he “might take away their ~ : 
livelihoods. And God was righteous in it the cory. and the 
wine, and. the cil, which they had prepared. for ‘Dagon-to be Bae 9 
meat-offering to him, was thus. in the feafon Bas ear made ae a 
reeees 
q 
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burnt-offering to God’s jultice. : 

-4. The Philiftines outrage againft Sainfon? s iohetois. ie 
and her father. Underftanding that they had provoked Sam-,. 
fon to do this mifchief to the country, the rabble fet upon. 


ver. s Samfon: himfelf they durft not attack ; and. therefore - aa 
with more juftice than perhaps they themfelves defigned in it, 
they wreak their quarrel upon thofe who they could. not: but. 


francs upp ania sey tok vengeance: for Binns, when Bes ar 5 


“Thofe that deal treacheroufly, fhall be fpoiled, . 
and. dealt treacheroufly with ;-and the. Lord 1 as known. by, thefe. 
gudgments: which he hegteabs -elpecially when, as. eres. he 
makes ufe of his people’s enemies as inftruments of reve 

his people’ $s gaatrels one upon. anoth 
‘Philiftine fers fire to a treacherous one, 
joice to'fee the vengeance, Pfal. lxxxv. i 


wrath of man hoe ll thee, ‘Pal. ly oT 


Bs 
‘ 


‘Chap. XV. 


had threateried Samfon’s wife, that if fhe would not get the 
riddle out of him, they would durn her and her father’s houfe 
avith fire, chap. xiv. t5.° She, to fave’ herfelf, and oblige her 
countrymen, betrayed her hufband. And-what came of it? 
The very thing that fhe feared, and fought by fin to avoid, 
came upon her: fhe and her father’s houfe were burnt with 
fire; and her countrymen, whom the fought to oblige by the 
wrong fhe did to Ket hufband, brought it upon her. The mif- 
chief we feek to efcape by any unlawful practices,’ we often 
pull. upon our own heads. He that will thus fave his life, foall 
lofe it. 


3 s. The occafion Samfn took front hence to do them-yet-a 
greater mifchief, which touched their bone and their flefh, ver. 


7,8. Though ye have done this to them, and- thereby: fhew- 
ed what you would do to me if you could, yet that fhall not 
deter me from being further vexatious to you. Or though 
you think, by doing this, you have made me fatisfaction for 
the affront I-received among you, yet I have Ifrael’s caufe to 
plead as a public perfon, and for the wrongs done'to them, / 
will be avenged on you; andf you will then forbear your in- 
fults, I will ceafe, aiming at no more but the deliverance of If 
rael. Sa he /iote them hip and thigh with a great  ftoke. So 
the word is. We fuppofe the wounds he'gave them to have 
been mortal, as wounds in the hip or ‘thigh often prove, and 
therefore tranflate it, with a great Pie cite Some think he 
only lamed them, difabled them for fervice, as horfes were 
houghed, or ham-ftrung. Tt feems to be a phrafe ufed'to ex- 
prefs a defperate attack ; he killed them pell-mell, or routed 
them horfe and foot. He fmote them with his hip upon 
thigh, ¢. ¢. with the ftrength he had, not in his armis and hands, 
_ but ia his hips and’ thighs ; for he kicked and fpurned at’ them, 
and fo mortified them, trode them in his anger; and trampled 
_ them in his fury, Va. \xiii. 3. And when he had done, he re- 
tired to a natural fortrefs in the top of the rock Etam, where 
_ he waited to fee whether the Philiftines: would be tamed by 
the correction he had given them. pees 


Qa. Then the Philiftines went up, and pitch- 
ed in Judah, and fpread themfelves in Lehi. 


= 10 And the men of Judah faid, Why are ye 


come up againft us? And they anfwered, to 
bind Samfon are we come up, to do to him as 


he hath done to us... rz Then three thoufand - 


men of Judah went to the top of the rock E- 
tam, and faid to Samfon, Knoweft thou not that 
the Philiftines are rulers over us?. What zs this 


that thou haft done unto. us? And he faid un- 


_. to them, As they did unto me, fo have I done 


unto them. 12 And they faid unto him, We 
are come down to bind thee, that we may deli- 
ver thee into the hand of the Philiftines. And 
Samfon faid unto them, Swear unto me, that ye 
will not fall upon me yourfelves. 13 And they 
{fpake unto him, faying, No: but we will bind 
thee faft, and deliver thee into their hand: but 


_ furely we will not kill thee. And they bound 


- him with two new cords, and brought him up 


from the rock. 14 Y And when he came un- 
to Lehi, the Philiftines fhouted againft him: 


, and the fpirit of the Lorn came mightily upon 


him, and the cords that were upon his arms be- 
le! * Ms 4 ¢ 3 3 ‘ oe 
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‘bands loofed. from off his hands. 


_ therewith. 


- was himfelf an army. 


' oppreffed by Philiftines, than refcued by a Danite. 


ryt 
came as flax that was burnt with fire, and hig 
15 And he 
found a hew jaw-bone of an afs, and put forth 
his hand and took it, and flew a thoufand men 
16 And Samfon faid, with the jaw- 
bone of an afs, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw 


of an afs have I flaiw a thoufand men. 17 


And it came to pafs, when ‘he had made an end 
of fpeaking, that he caft away the jaw-bone 
out of his hand, and called that place Ramath» 
lehi. : Sr 


Here'is, 1. Samfon violently purfued by the Philiftines. 
They went up in a body, a more formidable force than they 
had together when Saimfon {mote them hip and thigh, and they - 
pitched in Judah, and f{pread themfelves up and down the coun- 
try, to find out Samfon, who they heard was come this way, 
ver. 9._-When the men of Judah, who had tamely fubmitted 
to. their yoke, pleaded that they had paid their tribute, and that 
none of their tribe had given them any offence; they freely 
own, they defigned nothing in this invafion but-to feize Sam- 


- fon; they would fight neither againft fmall nor great, but only 


that judge of L/rael, ver. 10. to do-to him as he has done to us, 


_ tse, to {mite his hip and thigh, as he did ours; an eye for an 


eye. Tere was an army come again{ft one man; for indeed he 
Thus a whole band of men was fent to 
feize our Lord Jefus, that bleffed Samfon, though a tenth part 
would have ferved, now his hour was eéme, and ten times as 
many: would have done nothing, if he-had not yielded. 
z. Samfon bafely. betrayed and delivered-up by the men of 
Judah, ver.-11. Of Judah were they? degenerate branches of 
that valiant tribe! utterly unworthy to carry in their ftandard, 
the lion of the tribe of Judah! Perhaps they were difaffeted to 
Samfon, becaufe he was not of their tribe. Out of a foolifh ' 
fondnefs for their forfeited precedency, they would rather. be 
Oft has 
the church’s deliverance been obftruéted by fuch jealoufies, and 
nicenefs. of a point of honour. Rather it was becaufe they 
{tood in awe of the Philiftines, and were willing, at any rates 
to get them out of their country. If their fpirits had not been 
perfectly cowed and broken by their fins and troubles, and had 


they not been given up to a fpirit of flumber, they would have - _ 


taken this. fair opportunity to fhake off the Philiftines yoke. 
If they had had the leaft {park of ingenuity and courage-re- 
maining in-them, having fo brave a man as Samfon was to head 
them, they would now have made one bold ftruggle for the fe- 


~ covery of their liberty: but they that had debafed themfelves 


to hell in the worfhip of their dung-hill gods, Ifa. lvii. 9. no 
marvel if they thus debafed themfelves to the duft, in fubmiffion 
to their infulting oppreffors.. Sin difpirits men, nay it infatuates 


them, and hides’ from their eyes the things that belonged. to their 


peace. Probably Samfon went into the border of that coun- 
try to-offer his fervice, /uppofing his brethren would have un- 
derftood how that God by his hand would deliver them, 2s Mo- 
fes did, Acts vii. 25. But they thruft him from them, and 
very difingenuoufly, (1.) Blamed him for what he had done 


| againft the Philiffines, as if he had done them a great injury. 


Such ungrateful returns have thofe often received, that have 
done the beft fervice imaginable.to their country. Thus our 
Lord Jefus did many good works, and for thofe they were 
ready to ftone him. (2.) They begged of him that he would 
{uffer them to bind him, and deliver him up to the Philiftines. 
Cowardly unthankful wretches! fond of their fetters,’and in 


_ loye with fervitude! Thus the Jews delivered up our Saviour, 


Y2 under 
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under a pretence of a fear leaft the Romans fhould come and 
take away their place and nation. With what a fordid fervile 
{pirit do they. argue, Knotwe/t thou not that the Philiftines rule 
ever us? And whofe fault was that? They knew they had no 
right to rule over them ; nor had they been fold into their 
hands, if they had not firlt fold them/elves to work wickedne/s. 
3. Samfon tamely yielding to be bound by his countrymen, 
and delivered into the hands of his enraged enemies, ver. 12, 
13. How eafily could he have beaten them off, and kept the 
top of his rock againft thefe three thoufand men, and none of 
them all could or durft have laid hands on him? But he pa~ 
tiently fubmitted, (1.) That he might.give an example of great 
meeknefs, mixed with great ftrength and courage: as one that 
had rule over his own fpirit, he knew how to yield, as well as 
how to conquer, 
Philiftines, he might have an opportunity of making a flaugh- 
ter among them. (3.) That he might be a type of Chrift, 
who, when he had fhewed what he could do in {triking thofe 
down that came to feize him, yielded to be bound, and led as 
a lamb to the flaughter. Samfon juttified himfelf in what he 
had done againft the Philiftines: 4s they did to me, fo I did to 


» them: it was a piece of neceffary juftice, and they ought not to 


retaliate it upon me, for they began. He indents with the’ 
men of Judah, that if he pyt himfelf into their hands, they 


dhould not fall upon him themfelves, becaufe then he fhould 


be tempted to fall upon them, which he was very loth to do. 


_ This they promifed him, ver. 13. and then he furrendered. 


‘The men of Judah being his betrayers, were in effec his mur- 
derers: they would not kill him themfelves, but they did that 
which was worfe ; they delivered him into the hands of the 
uncircumcifed Philiftines, who, they knew, would do worfe 
than kill him would abafe and torment him to death. Per- 
haps they thought, as fome think Judas did, when he betrayed 


_Chrift, that he would by his great {trength deliver himfelf out 
_of the hands: but if he did, that was no thanks to them; and 


\ 


af they thought he would, they might of themfelves have thought 


this again, that he could and would have delivered them too, 


. more than ordinary ftrength and refolution. 


~ if they would have ftuck to him, and made-him theit head. 


Juftly is their mifery prolonged, who, to oblige their worft ene- 

mies, thus abufe their beft friend. Never were men fo befot- 

ted, except’ thofe who thus treated our bleffed Saviour. 
4..Samfon making his part good again{t the Philiftines, even 


then when he was delivered into their hands faft pintoned with _ 
* 4wo-new cords, 


The Philiftines, when they had him among 
them, feouted againft him, ver. 14. So, triumphing in their 
fuccefs, and infulting over him, if God had not tied their hands 
fafter than the men of Judah ‘had tied. his, they would have 
fhot at himi (as their archers did at Saul) to difpatch him pre- 
fently, rather than have fhouted at ‘him, and given him time to 
help himfelf. But their fecurity and joy was a prefage of their 
ruin. When they fhouted againft him as a man run down, 


‘confident that all was their own, then the Spirit of the. Lord 


came upon him; came mightily upon him, imfpired him with 
Thus fired, (£.) 
He prefently got clear of his bonds; the two new cords, upon: 
the firft {traggle he gave, broke, and‘were melted (as the ori- 
ginal word is) from off his hands, no doubt to the great amaze- 
ment and terror of thofe that fhouted again{t him, whofe fhouts 
were hereby turned into fhrieks. Obferve, When the Spirit of 
the Lord came upon him, his cords were loofed. . Where the Spi- 


rit of the Lord is, there is liberty ; and thofe are free indeed | 
- who are thus freed. This typified the refurreétion of Chrift 
-~ by the power of the Spirit of holinefs: in it he loofed the 


bands of death, and its cords; the grave-clothes fell from. his 
~ hands, without being Joofed, as Iuazarus’s were, becaufe it was 


~ impoffible that mighty Saviour fhould be helden of them ; and 


wih © 
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(2.) That, by being delivered up to the - 


dah would not do even that for him. 
fong, which ke fung to himfelf; for the daughters of Ifrael did: 


gainft him, as if they had had him fare. (2.) He made a great 
deftruétion among the Philiftines, Who all gathered about him. 
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Chap. XV. 


thus he triumphed over the powers of darknefs that fhouted a- 
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to make {port with him, ver.15. See how poorly he was arm- 


ed: He had no better weapon than the jaw-bone of an afs, and: 


yet what execution he did with it: he never laid it out of his. 
hand, till he had with it laid a thoufand Philiftines dead upon 


the fpot. And thus that promife was more than accomplifhed,. 
one of you fhall chafe a thoufand, Joth. xxiii. 10. A jaw-bone 
was an unready thing to gripe, and, one would think, might ea- 


fily be wrefted out of his hand; and that a few fuch blows. as. - 


he gave with it fhould have crufhed and broken it; and yet it 
held good to the laft. Had it been the jaw-bone of a lion, e- 
{pecially that which he himfelf had flain, it might have helped 


to heighten his. fancy, and to make himfelf:the more formida-. 


ble ; but to take the bone of that defpicable animal, was to do 
wonders by the fooli/h things of the world, that the excellency of 
the power might be of God, and not of man. One of Dayid’s. 
worthies flew three hundred Philiftines at once, but it was. 
with a fpear, 1 Chron. xi. 11. Another flew of them till his 


| hand was weary and ftuck to his. fword, 1 Sam. xxiii. 10. 


But they all came fhort of Samfon. What could be thought 
too hard, too much for him to do on whom the Spirit 


’ of the Lord came mightily? Through God we fhall do valiant~ 


ly. It was ftrange the men of Judah did not now come in to 


his aid. Cowards can {trike a falling enemy; but he, was to ‘ 


be a type of him that trode the wine-prefs alone... 
5. Samfon celebrating his own victory, fince the men of Ju- 


not meet him, as afterwards they did Saul, to fing, with more: 


reafon, Sam/on had flain his thoufands. The burden of his fong- ¥ 


was, With the jaw-bone of an afs, heaps upon heaps, have I fain 


_ a thoufand men, ver. ¥6. The fame word in Hebrew (Chamor), 
 fignifies both an a/s and a heap, which. makes. this an elegant 
_ paronomafia, and reprefents the Philiftines falling as tamely as, 


affes. He alfo gave a name to the place, to perpetuate the. 


He compofed a fhort. — 


ég 
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Philiftines difgrace, ver. 17. Ramath-lehi, the lifting up of the 


jaw-bone ; yet did not vain-glorioufly carry the bone*about with, 
him fora thew, but threw it away when he had done with it. 
So little were relics valued then. Soe 


18 @ And he was fore athirit and. called on 
‘the Lorn, and faid, Thou haft given this great 


C 


deliverance into the hand of thy fervant: ané 
now fhall I die for thirft, and fall-into the hand 


of the uncireumcifed? 19 But God clave an — 


hollow place, that was in the jaw, and there 


came water thereout; and when he had drunk, 
_ his {pirit came again, and he revived: where. 
fore he called the name thereof En-hakkore, ° 
pees 20 And he 

judged Ifrael in. the days of the Philiftines twen- - 


which zs in Lehi unto this day. 


ty years. 


Here is, 1. The diftrefs Samfon was in after this great per=. Eom 
~ It was a natural ef 
and the great pains he — 
had taken. His zeal confumed him, eat him up, and made 
paude a littleyhe 
found. himfelf reduced to the laft extremity for want of water, __ 
_ and ready to faint. Perhaps there was a fpecial hand of God 
in it, as‘there was in the whole tranfa@tion; and Ged would _ 
~ hereby keep him from being proud‘of his great ftrength, and is 


formance, ver. 18, He was fore athir/t. 
fect of the great heat he had been in, 


him forget himéelf,, till, «when he had time to 


great 


a 
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great atchievements, and let him know that he was but a’ man, . 


” 
. ca 


and liable to the calamities that are common to men: and Jo- 
fephus faith, it was defigned to chaftife him for not making 
mention of God and his hand, in his memorial of the victory 
he had obtained, but taking all the ‘praife to himfelf: 7 have 
flain a thoufand men. Now he is ready to die for thirft, he is 


under a fenfible conviction that -his own arm~ could not have 


faved him, without God’s right hand and arm. Samfon had 
drunk largely of the blood of the Philiftines ; but blood will 
never quench any man’s thirft. Providence fo ordered it, that 
there was no water near him; and he was fo fatigued, that he 
could not go far to feek it. The men of Judah, one would 
think, fhould have met him, now he was come off a conqueror, 
with bread and wine, as Melchizedec did Abram, to atone for 
the ‘injury they had done him: but fo little notice did they 
_ take of their deliverer, that he was ready. to perifh for want of 
a draught of water. Thus are the preateft flights often put 
upon thofe that do the greateft fervices. Chrift on the crofs 
faid, 7 chirf. , 3 
2. His prayet to"God in this diftrefs. Thofe that forget to 
attend God with their’ praifés, may perhaps be ‘compelled to 
attend him with their prayers. AfHiions are often fent to 
bring unthankful people to God. Two things he pleads with 
God in this prayer. (1.) His having experienced the power 
and goodnefs of God in his late fuccels: Thow ha/f given this 
great deliverance into the hand of thy fervant. He owns bim- 
felf God’s fervant in-what he had been doing. Lord, wilt 
thou not own a poor fervant of thine, that has {pent himfelf in 
thy fervice? Jam thine, fave me. He'calls his victory a de- 


~ liverance, a great deliverance; for if God had not helped him, 


he had not only not conquered the Philiftines, but had been fwal- 


& lowed up by them. He owns it to come from God, and now 


corrects his former error, in affuming it too much to himfelf ; 
and this he pleads in his prefent ftrait. Note, Paft experien- 


~ ces of God’s power and goodnefs are excellent pleas in prayer 


for further mercy. Lord, thou haft delivered oft, wilt thou 
not deliver ftill? 2 Cor.i. 10. Thou haft begun, wilt thou 
not finifh? ‘Thou haft done the greater, wilt thou not do the 
lefler? Pfal. Ivi13. (2.) His being now expofed to his ene- 
mies: Le? I fall into the hands of the uncireumcifed, and then 


: they will triumph ; will ¢e// it in Gath, and in the Srreets of 


ing ee 


ta) 


 Afekelon : and will it not redound to God’s difhonour, if his 
champion become fo eafy a préy*to the uncircumcifed? The 


beft pleas are thofe taken from God’s glory. 
' 3. The feafonable relief God fent him. God heard his 
prayer, and fent him water, either out of the bone, or out of 


_ the earth through the bone, ver. 19. That bone which he had 


made an inftrument of God’s fervice, God, to recompenfe him, 
made an inftrument of his fupply. But I rather incline to-our 
marginal reading, God clave a hollow place that was in Lehi, 
The place of this ation was, from the jaw-bone, called, Lehi- 


-even before the aétion we find it fo named, ver. 9, 14.: and 


there in that field, or hill, or plain, or whatever it was that was 
fo called, God caufed a fountain fuddenly and feafonably to o- 
pen juft by him, and water to {pring up out of it in abundance, 
which continued a well ever after. Of this fair water he drank, 
and his fpirits revived. We fhould be more thankful for the 
mercy of water, did we confider how ill we can fpare it. And 
this inftance of Samfon’s relief thould encourage us to truft in 
God, and feek to him: for when he pleafeth, he can open ri- 
wers in high places. See Ifa. xli 17,18. 

4 The memorial‘ of this, in the name Samfon gave to this 


__upftart fountain, En-hakkore, the will of him-that cried } there- 
_ fore keeping in remembrance, both his own diftrefs, which oc- 
_ eafioned him to cry, and God’s favour to him, in anfwer to his 
_ ery. Many a fpring “of comfort God opens to his people, 
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which may fitly be called by this name: It is the will of him 
that cried. Samfon had piven a name to the place, which f{pake 
him great and triumphant, Ramath-/ehi, the lifting up of the 
jaw-bone. But here-he gives it another\name, which {peaks 
him wanting and dependent. 

Lafily, The continuance of Samfon’s government after thefe 
atchievements, ver. 20. At length Ifrael fubmitted to him 
whom they had betrayed. Now, it was paft difpute that Ged 
was with him; fo that henceforward they all owned him, and 
were direéted by him as their judge: The fone which the build- 
ers refuled, became the head ftone. It intimates the low. con- 
dition of Ifrael, that the government was dated by the days of 
the Philiftines ; yet it was a mercy to Ifrael, that though they 
were opprefled by a foreign enemy, yet they had a judge that 


preferved order, and kept them from ruining one another» 


‘'wenty years his government continued, according to the ulage 
of the judge’s adminiftration ; but of the particulars we have no 
account, fave of the beginning of his government in this chap- 
ter, and the. end of it in the next. - 
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Samfon’s name (ave have obferved before} fignifies, a little fim 
We have feen this fun rifing very bright, and 


(fol parvus ). 
his morning-ray ftrong. and clear; and nothing appearing to, 
the contrary, we take it for granted, that the middleof the day 
_ was proportionably illuftrious, while he judged Lfrael twenty 


years 3. but the melancholy Srory of this chapier gives. us Suclr, 


an account of his evening as did not commend his day.. This 
little fun fet under a cloud, and yet, juft\ in the fetting, darted 
forth one fuch ) trong and glorious. beam, as made-him even then i 


type of Chrift, conquering by death. Here iss 1, Samfon great- 


ly endangered by is familiarity with, one harlot, and hardly. 
‘ efcaping, ver..1,—3. EL, Samfon quite ruined by his Samili-. 


arity with another harlot, Delilah.  Obferve,. (1.) How he 
was. betrayed to her by his own lufls, ver. 4. (2.) How he 
was betrayed by her to his fworn enemies the Philiflines + 
who, [t.] By. her means got it out of him at laft where. his 


great flrength lay, vers 5y-—17.. [2.] Fhen.robbed him of 


his Strength, by taking from him. bis head, the crown of his fe- 


paration, ver. 18,—20. [:3.] Then feized him, blinded him, . 
imprifoned him, abufed him, and-at a folemn Jefival made a 
Soew of him, ver. 21,—25. But, laltly, He avenged him~ 
Self of them, by pulling down-the theatre upan their heads, and 


fo dying with them, ver. 26,—31. 


, oN: 
HEN, went Samfon to Gaza, and faw there: 
an harlot, and: went in unto: her. 2, And 


it was told the Gazites, faying, Samfon is come 


_ hither.. And they compafled- him in, and laid 


wait for him all night in the gate of the city;. 
and. were quiet all the night, faying, In the 
morning when it is day, we fhall kill him. \ 3 
And Samfon lay till midnight, and‘ arofe at. 
midnight, and took the doors of the gate of the: 
city, and the two. pofts, and. went away witls. 
them, bar and all, and put them upor his fhoul- 
ders, and carried them up to the top of an hill 
that 7s before Hebron: i. eee 


Here is, 1. Samfon’s fin, ver. rs His. taking a Philiftine 


to wife in the beginning of his time was excufable ; but:to join. 


himfelf to.a harlot, that he accidentally, faw among {t-them, ‘was: 
fuch a profanation of his honour, as an Iftaelite, as a Nazarite 
that we cannot but blufh to read it: Tell it not in.Gath. This: 

‘vile, 


J 
| 


ee 
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vile impurity makes the graceful vifage of this Nazarite blacker 


than a coal, Lam. iv. 7, 8. We find not that Samfon had a- 
ny bufinefs to Gaza. If he went thither. in ‘queft of a harlot, 
it would make one willing to hope, that, as bad as things were 
otherwife, there were no proftitutes among the daughters of Ef 
rael. Some think he went thither to obferve what pofture the 
Philiftines were in, that he might get fome advantages ‘againft 
them. If fo, he forgot his bufinefs, negleéted that, and fo fell 
into this fnare. His fin began in his eye, with which he fhould 
have made a covenant; he faw there one in the attire of-a har- 


lot; and the lult which conceived, brought forth fin ; he went 
4 2 ‘ 


in unto her. 


2. Samfon's danger. Notice was fent to the magiftrates of 


Gaza, perhaps by the treacherous harlot herfelf, that Samfon . 


was in the town, ver. 2, Probably he came in a difguife, or 
in the dufk of the evening, went into an inn, or public-houfe, 
which happened to be kept by this harlot. ‘The gates of the city 
were hereupon fhut, guards fet, all kept quiet, that Samfon might 
fufpes&t no danger. Now they thought they had him in.a pound, 
and doubted not but to be the death of him the next morning. 
-O, that all thofe who indulge their fenfual appetites in drun- 
kennefs, uncleannefs, or any flefhly lufts, would fee themfelves 
thus furrounded, waylaid, and marked for ruin by their fpiritual 
enemies! The fafter they fleep, and the more fecure they are, 
the greater is their danger. . 

3. Samfon’s efcape, ver. 3. He rofe at midnight, perhaps 
toufed by a dream, in flumberings upon the bed, (Job xxxul. 
15.) by his guardian-angel, or rather by the checks of his own 
con{cience. He rofe in a penitent abhorrence, we hope, of the 
fin he was-now in, and of himfelf becaufe of it, and a pious re- 
folution not to return to it; rofe under an apprehenfion of ‘the 
danger he was in, that he was as one that flept upon the top of 
~ a maft; rofé with fuch thoughts as thefe: Is this a bed fit for 
a Nazarite to fleep in? Shall a temple of the living God: be 
thus polluted? Can I be fafe under this guilt ? It was bad that 
he lay down without fuch checks, but it would have been worle 


if he had !ain {till under them. Straight he makes towards the - | 
gate of the city ; probably finds the guards afleep,: elfe he“had 


made them fleep their laft; ftays not to break open the gates, 
but plucks up the pofts, takes them, gates and bar and all, all 
very large and ftrong, and a valt weight; yet he carries them 
on bis back feveral miles wp to the top of a hill, in difdain of their 
attempt to fecure him with gates and bars, defigning thus to 
render himfelf more formidable to the Philiftines, and more ac- 
__-ceptablé to his pecple; thus to give a proof of the great {trength 


God had given him, and a type of Chrifl’s victory over death ° 


and the grave. He not ‘only rolled away the ftone from tht 
.door of the fepulchre, and fo came forth himfelf, but carried a- 
way the gates of the grave, bar and all, and fo left it, ever af- 
ter, an open prifon to all that are his. It fhall not, it cannot 
always detain them. O death, where is thy fling ? where are 
thy gates? Thanks be to him, that not only gained a ‘victory 
for himfelf, but giveth us the victury. ; 

4 4 And it came to pafs afterward, that he 
loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whofe 
name was Delilah. 5 And the lords of the 
_ Philiftines came up unto her, and faid unto 

her, Entice him, and fee wherein his great 


ftrength lieth, and by what means we may pre- 
vail againft him, that we may bind him to af-— 


#i@ him: and we will give thee every one of 


us eleven hundred pieces of filver. 6 And De- 
dilah faid. to Samfon, Tell me, I pray thee, | 


bad < cd 
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-And Samfon faid unto her, If they bind me 4a 


Philiftines be upon thee, Samfon. And he brake 


- bind me faft with new ropes that never were 


liftines be upon thee, Samfon.. And he awaked — 
- faid unto him, How canft thou fay, love thee, 


| me wherein thy great ftrength “eth. 16 And — 
‘her words, and urged him, /o that his foul was — 


| heart, and faid unto her, There hath not come 


“aman. fe 


4 


wherein thy great firength lieth, and where. 


- 


with thou mighteft be bound to afflict thee. 7 a 


with feven green withs, that were never dried, 
then fhall I be weak, and be as another man.. 
8 Then the lords of the Philiftines brought up 7 
to her feven green withs, which had not been | 
dried, and fhe bound him with them. 9 (Now 
there were men lying in wait, abiding with her 
in the chamber) And fhe faid unto him, The — 


the withs, as a thread of tow is broken when — 
it toucheth the fire: fo his ftrength was not 
known. 10 And Delilah faid unto Samfon, — 
Behold, thou haft mocked me, and told me lies: 
nowtell me,I pray thee, wherewith thou mighteft 
be bound. 11 And he faid unto her, If they: 


occupied, then fhall I be weak, and be as ano- 
ther man. 12 Delilah therefore took new 
ropes, and bound him therewith, and faid unto 
him, The Philiftinesbe upon thee, Samfon. (And - 
there were liers in wait abiding in the chamber) 
And he brake them offfromhisarms like athread. 
13 And Delilah faid unto Samfon, Hitherto 
thou haft mocked me, and told me lies; tell — 
me wherewith thou mighteft be bound. And 
he faid unto her, If thou weaveft the feven locks 
of my head with the web. 14 And fhe faften- — 
ed it with the pin, and faid unto him, The Phi. ~~ 


out of his fleep, and went away with the pin of 
the beam,’ and with the web.. 15 F And fhe 
when thine heart ir not with me? Thou haft. 
mocked me thefe three times, and haft not told 


it came to pafs, when fhe prefled him daily with — 
vexed unto death; 17 That he told her all his — 


a rafor upon mine head; for I have been a Na- - 
zarite unto God from my mother’s womb: if I 
be fhaven, then my ftrength will go from:me, — 
and I fhall become. weak, and be like any other 


The burnt child dreads the fire: Yet Sarton that bawnione 3 
than the ftrength of a man, in this comes fhort of the wifdom 
of a child: for though he had been more than once brought — 
into the higheft-degree of mifchief and danger-by the love of 
women, and lufting after them, yet he would not take’ y 
ing, but is here again taken in.the fame { 
time pays for. all. Solomon feems to 
ftory of Samfon; when, “in his caution 
gives this acecount of a whorifh vv 


se 
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~ that it was a finfal affe@tion-he had for -her, 


~ they made of this promife, that, 
fo much at their mercy, 
_ the razor that cut his bair, might foonsr and eafier have cut his 

throat. (2.) That which they defired in order hereunto, was, | 
and by what means he © 


fee hath caf down, many wounded, yea many flrong mien have 4 


been flain by her 5 and chap. vi. 26. thet the adulterefs will 
hunt for the precious life. This i] woman that brought Sam- 
fon to ruin, is here named Delilah; an infamous name, and 
filly ufed to exprefs 
falichood, brings mifchief and deftrudion on thofe to whom 
kindnefs is: pretended. See bere, 

1. The affection. Samfon. had for Delilah: He loved ‘her, 
ver. 4. Some think fhe was his wife ; bat then he would have 
had her home to.his own houfe; others, that he courted her 
to make her his wife: but there is too much reafon to fufpect 


in uncleannefs with her. Whether fhe was an Ifraelite or a 
Philiftine is not certain. If an Ifraclite, which is fearce pro- 
bable, yet fhe had the heart of a Philittine. : 

2. The intereft which the lords of the Philiftines made with 
her to betray Samfon, ver. 5. (1.) That which they told her 
they defigned, was to humble him or afdict him. They would 
promife not to do him any hurt, only they would difable him 
to do them any.» And fo nmch confcience, it thould feem, 
even then when he ay never 
they would not kill him, no, not when 


to know whiere his great {trength lay, 
‘might be bound. - Perhaps they imagined he had fome fpell or 


- charm, which the carried about with him, by the force of which 
he did thefe great things ; and doubted not, but if they could 


get that from him, he would be manageable; and-therefore ha- 


- ther to him or her, 


-one fhe pretended to love. 


_ vel if they be unjufte- 


great frength lay; and whether: 


~ ying had reafon enough formerly to. know which was-his blind 
“Side, hoped to find out his riddle a fecond time by plowing with 
. Aris. heifer. - - They engaged Delilah to get it out of him $ tell 


ing her what a kindnefs it would be to them, and perhaps. af- 
faring her, it fhould not be improved to any real mifchief, ei- 
3-) 
to give her eaclt of — eleven hundred pieces of filver, 
ive hundred in all. So many fhekels, reckoned to above one 
-thoufand pound Sterling, With this {he was hited to- betray 
See what. horrid wickednefs the 


- love of money is the root of. Our bleffed Saviour .was thus 


_ betrayed by one whom he called ‘friend,’ and with a kif too, 
-for filthy Jucre. They that.are unchafte, as Delilah, no-mar- 
Such as -lofe , their -honefty: in-one in- 


ftance, will.in another. 
_ 3+ The arts by which he put her-off frony time: to time,.and 
kept his own cquafel'a great while. She afked him, cubere his 


“bound and affli@ed ? ver, 6.-pretending fhe defired.only he 


-would fatisfy her curiofity in that one thing, and that fhe thought ; 


it was impoflible he fhould be bound otherwifé. than by. her 
<charms. When fhe trged him very much, he told her,-(1.) 


That he might: be bound with‘feven green withsy ver. 7: The. 
experiment. was tried, vers8. but it wouldnot do: He broke |. 
-the-withs, as eafily asa thread of tow-is broke when it toucheth 


ihe fire, ver. 9. (2.) When fhe {till continued her importa- 
nity, ver. 10. he told her, that,. with two new ropes, he 
might be fo cramped and hampered, that he might be 


as eafily dealt with as any other. man, ver. 11.. This-expe-. 


riment was tried ‘too but it failed: The new ropes. broke from 


off his.arm,. dike’ a.thread, verv.12.-- (3) "When fhe-{till-pref-* 
fed him ‘to. communicate the feevet, and‘upbraided him with it ; 
as an unkindnef&, that he had: bantered-her fo long, he then. 
told her, that the weaving of the feven locks of his head: would ° 


‘make.a great alteration. in him, ver. 13. . This came nearer 
the matter than any thing. he had yet faid; but it would not 
dos. His ftrength appeared to be yery much in his hair, when, 
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the perfon or thing, that, by flattery:or } 
] . than her reftlefs 


and that he lived — 


.a.manifo perfectly befotted; and void of 


‘|. faid, he told her all his heart. 
her, and to try if he could turn it off with a jelt, and to .bafle 


Forthis they bid high; promifed, | 
fifty-— 


Of any bird: but in. Samfon’s. fight is the net fprea 


- Delilah fignifies @ confumer; the was fo to 
.. How. fhe teazed him, telling bim fhe» 
- her, unlefs he will gratify her in th} a5 kis 
canft thou fay I love thee, when 40 heartis not with me ?. i.e. ~ 


it. were poflible for him to be. 


Ge 


upon the trialof this, purely by-the ftrength, of his Aigir, he cars 
ried. away the pin of the bean, and the qe, 

Now, in the making of all thefe experiments, it is hard to 
fay, whether there appears more of Samfon’s weaknefs, or De- 
lilah’s wickednefs,. (1. )-Could any thing be-more-wicked, 
and unreafonable importunity. with him, to dif- 
cover afecret which the knew would endanger his life, if ever 
it_were lodged any where but in his own breaft? What could 
be more bafe and difingennous, more falfe and treacherous, 
than to lay his-head in her lap, as one whom fhe loved, and 
at the fame time to defign the betraying of him to thofe by 
whom he was ‘mortally hated ? 
weak, than for him to continue a parley with one, that heo 
plainly faw was aiming to do him a mifchief; that he fhauld 
fend an ear fo-long to fach an impudent requelt, thatthe might 
kaow hesv-to dovhim-a mifchief; that when he had perceived 
Jiers in wait for him:in the chamber, and that they were ready 


to apprehend him, if they had been able, he did not immedi« © 


ately quitthe chamber, with the refolution never to come in to 
it any more; nay, that he fhould again lay his head in that 
lap, out of which he had been fo of rowed with that alarm, . 
the Philiflines are upon thee Sanfon.? Oné can hardly imagine 
ail confideration, as. 
Samfon now was. But whoredom is one of thofe things that, - 
take away the heart. Tt is hard to fay what Samfon meant, 
in, faifering her to try fo often whether the. could weaken and 
affi& him. Some think he did not certainly know himfelf 
where his’ ftrength lay; but that it fhould feem he did; for 
when he told her that which would mortify hint indeed, it is 
It feems he defigned to banter 


the liers in wait, and make fools.of them: but it was very un- 
wife in him, that-he did not quit the field, as foon as ever he 
perceived that he was not able to keep his:ground,. 

4. The difcovery he at laft made of this great. fecret 3 and 


Af the difcovery prove fatal to him,-he muft thank himfelf, who’ ~ 


had rot. power to-keep his own counfel frony one that. manifell 
ly fought-his ruin. ~ Surely in vain ix the” net Spread in the 


he is taken im it: If-he had.not.been blind bef 
{tines put out his eyes, he. might have feen bi 


when thou. can{t ‘not.truftme-mith the connfels of thy heart. — 


Paffionate lovers cannot Sie mee? ae i 
tion ; they would.do say thing rather than their fincerity fhould. 


~be fufpeted. Herc,therefore, Delilah had this fond fool (ex- 


cufe me that T call him fo) at an advantage. ‘This expottula- - 
tion is indeed grounded upon a great truth, thas thofe only 


have.our Jove, not. that haye Our..good. words, or our good * 


withes, but that have ove hearts. . That.is love without difiz 


mulation. . But it is falfehood. and. flattery in ‘the higheft de- ,- 


gree, to fay we love thofe with whom our hearts are not. How | 
can we fay we love either-our brother, whom we have feen, 
or.God, whom we have-not: feen, if our--hearts be not with es 


them ?. She continued, many days vexatious. to him with her: - 
importunity ; fo that he had no. pleafure of his life with her, 


ver. 16. Why then did he not leave her? It was becaufe he 


“was captivated toher by the power. of love, falfely fo: called, . 


but truly luff: ° This bewitched, and perfectly intoxicated bim 5. 
and by the force of it, fee, (2) How’ the conguered -him, 
vers17.- He told her all his heart. God left -him to himfelf 
to do this-foolih thing, to punith him for indulging himfelf in 


- the lutts of uncleannefs; The. angel that foretold his birth, N 


eet 


r.ta have-their love called in.quef-. - 


(2.) Could any thing be more - 
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faid nothing of his great ftrength, bet only that he fhould be a 


“he has appointed us to attend upon him, the word, facraments, - 


_/ ing to the bargain. Many in the world would, for the bun- 
~-@redth part of what was here given ‘Delilah, fell thofe that 

‘they pretend the greateft refpett for. Truft not in a friend . 
_ “then, put not confidence in a guide. See what a treacherous | 


1 Jofephus faith, the gave him fome intoxicating iquor, which | 

" taid him'to fleep, ’ What opiates the might fteal into his ‘cup, - 
ave Ktlow' nots but we Cannot fuppofe that he knowingly drank 
-o swine or ftrong’ drink} for that would have been a forfeiture of 

ils Nazaritefhrp, as “intuch a8 the cutting off of his hairs She. 


Chap 


pretended the greatelt kindnefS then when fhe defigned the we 
* greateft mifchiefs wk:ch yet fhe could not have compafled, if fhe - are 
had not made him fleep. See the fatal confequences of fecu- 
‘tity. ‘Satan ruins men by roking them’ afleep, flattering them 
into a good opinion of their own fafety, and fo bringing them’to | 
mind nothing, and fear nothing ; and then he robs them of their ~~ 
{trength and honour, and leads them captive at his will, 
. When we fleep, our {piritaal enemies do not. ~ When he was 
afleep, fhe had a barber ready to cut off his hair; which he did 


Nazarite, and particularly, that ”o razor Jrould come upon his 
head, chap. xiii. 5. His confecration to God was to be his 
ftrength ; for he was to be rengthened according to the glorious 
power of that Spirit which wrought in him mightily, that his 
ftrength, by promife, not by nature, might be a type and figure 
‘of the fpiritual ftrength “of believers, Col. i. 11, 29." Dhere- 
fore the badge of his confecration was the pledge of his ftrength. 
If he lofe the former, he knows he forfeits the latter. If 
T be-fhaven, 1 am no longer a Nazariteyand then my 
{trenath is gone. The making of his bodily f{trength to de- 
spend fo much on his hair, which could have no natural infla- 
‘ence upon it, either one way or other, teacheth us to magnify 
divine inftitutions, and to expect God’s grace, and the contt- 
nuance of it, only in the ufe of thofe means of grace wherein 


fo filently, and fo quickly, that it did not awake him, but plain- — 
ly afflied him, even in his fleep, his fpirits manifeftly funk up- 
on it. -1 think we may fuppofe, that if this ill turn had been 
done him in his fleep by fome {piteful body, without-his being 
himfelf acceffory to-it, as he was here, it would not have had 
this ftrange effeét upon him ; but it was his own wickednefs that 
correéted him, “It was his iniquity, elfe it had not been fo 
much his infelicity. £i¢ brag tae 

~ 3. What little concern he himfelf was in at it, ver.20. He — 
could not but mifs his hair as foon as he awoke, and yet faid, G8 


and prayer. In thefe earthen veflels is this treafures 


18 And when Delilah faw that he had told 
her all his heart, fhe fent. and called for the 


“4. What improvement the Ph ad 


their, enemies. / 
“certainly wake 
‘they had pro 
‘effeGtual cour 


Gi Oe hy fe 4 Ox Batu yo JOHOEW Ul 
din Loe pene fatal confequences of Samfon’s folly; in. 
‘betraying his OWN, Mspoths “he foon opaid» dear fore it. 
‘whore is a deep ditch; Re hae 
; therein. In that pit. Samfon kss .Obferve 
eet What! care Delilah took makedine theimoney. for 
hetfelf. _ She now perceived, by. the, manner-of his: {peaking | 
that he ‘Rad sold ber all his heart ‘and he lords of the ‘Phi- 
liftines that hired her to do this bafe thing, 'ace‘fent for, but they 
mult" fare to bring the money in their hands, ver. 18. ‘Fie ~ 
‘wages of unrighteoufnels are accordingly produced, unknown ~ 
ee ‘ae ine Bc eaee Tent to fee one of the 
raveft'men then in the world fold ‘and bought, as fio 
the Stitighter. How doth this iaftance fully all ire ie | 
‘man, aid ‘forbid the ftrong' nian ever to boaltef his ftreugth ! 
2. What courfe fhe took to deliver him up to them, accord- 
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method the took, ver. 19. She made him leep wen Ree dae: 
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Philiftines! The crown is fallen off from his head; wo unto { 
him, for he hath finned. Yet all take warning by his fall, care- - 
fully to preferve their purity, and to watch againft all flefhly 
Jutts ; for all our glory is gone, and our defence departed from 
- us, when the coyenant of our feparation to God, as {piritual - 
Nazarites, is profaned. 
22 Howbeit the hair of his head began to 
~ grow again, after he was fhaven, 2 3 Then 
the lords of the Philiftines gathered them toge- 
ther, for to offer a great facrifice unto Dagon 
their god, and to rejoice: for they faid, Our god 
hath delivered Satnfon our enemy into our hand. 
24 And when the people faw him, they praifed 
their god: for they faid, Our god hath deliver- 
ed into our hands our enemy, and the deftroy- 
er of our country ; which flew many of us. 2 5 
And it came to pafs when their hearts were 
_ merry, that they faid, Call for Samfon, that he 
“may make us fport. . And they called for Sath- 
fon out of the prifon-houfe; and he made them 
Sport: and they fet him between the pillars. 
26 And Samfon faid unto the lad that held him 
by the hand, Suffer me that I may feel the pil- 
lars whereupon the houfe ftandeth, that I may 
dean upon them. 27 Now the houfe was full 
of men and women; and all the lords of the 
Philiftines were there: and there were upon 
the roof about three thoufand men and women, 
that beheld while Samfon made fport. 28 
And Samfon called unto the Lorn, and faid, O 
Lorp God, remember me, 1 pray thee, and 
#rengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O 
Goa, that I may beat once avenged of the Phi- 
liftines for my two éyes. 29 And Samfon took 
hold of the two middle pillars, upon which the 
houfe ftood, and on which it was borne up, of 
_ the one with his right hand,:and of the other 
with his left. 30 And Samfon faid, let me die 
with the-Philiftines: and he bowed himfelf with 
all bis might; and the houfe fell upon the lords, 
and upon all the people that were therein: fo 
the dead which he flew at his death, were more 
» than they which he flew in his life. 3r Then 
his brethren, and all the ‘houfe of his father, 
came down, and took him, and brought bim up, 
and buried him between Zorah and E;htaol, 
inthe burying-place of Manoah his father: and 


zanitefhip, ver. 22. His, hair began to grow again, as when 
he was fhaveny i. e. to be as thick and as long as when it was 
cut off. . It is probable, their general thank{giving to Dagon 
was notslong deferred, ‘before which Samfon’s hair was thus 
grown; by which, and the particular notice taken of it, it 
feems to have been extraordinary, and defigned fot a fpecial 
indication of the return ‘of God’s favour to him upon his repen- ; 
tance. For the growth of his Hair was neither caufe nor 
. fign of the return of his {trength, further than as it was the 
badge of his.confecration, and a token that God accepted him 
as a Nazarite again, after the interruption, without thofe cere- Ps 
monies which were appointed for the reftoration of a lapfed - 
‘Nazarite, which he had not now the opportunity of performing, 
Numb. vi. g. It is ftrange the Philiftines, in whofe hands 
he was,:were not jealous of the growth of his hair again, and 
did not cutait ; but perhaps they were willing his great ftrength 
fhould return to him, that they might have fo much the, more 
work out of him, and now he was blind, they were in no fear 
of any hurt from him. : a 
2. By the ufe God made of him for the deftru&tion of the 
enemies of his people, and that at a time when it-would be 
moft for the honour of God, and the vindication of that, and 
not immediately for the defence and deliverance of Ifael. Ob- 
ferve, i, Po 
1, How infolently the Philiftines affrontéd the. God of If 
rael. (1.) By the facrifices they offered to-Dagon, his rival. 
This Dagon they call their_god;-a god of their own meking, 
reprefented by an image, the upper part of which was in the 
fhape of a man, the lower part of a fifh, purely the creature of 
fancy; yet it ferved them’to fet up in oppofition to the true | 
and living God. To this pretended deity they afcribe their 
fuccefs, ver. 23, 24. Our god has dehvered Samfon our enemy, 
and the defiroyer of our country, into our hands. So they 
dreamed, though he could do neither good nor evil. They 
knew Delilah had betrayed him, and’ they had paid her for 
doing it ; yet they attribute it to-their god, and are confirmed 
by it in their belief of his power to proteé& them. All people 
will thus walk in the name of their gods, they will give them 
the praife of their atchievements} and fhall not we pay this 
tribute to our God, whofe kingdom ruleth over all? Yet con- 
fidering what wicked arts they ufed to get Samfon into their 
hands, it muft be confeffed it was only fuch a dunghill-deity an ey 
Dagon, that was fit to be made a patron of the villanies. Sa- 
crifices were offered, and’ fongs of praifé fang on the general" 
thank{giving-day, for this victory obtained over one man, and 
great expreflions of joy, and all to the honour of Dagon. 
Much more reafon have we, to give the praife of all our fuc- ea 
cefles to our God : Thanks be to him who caufeth us to tri 
umph in Chrift Fefis. -(2.) By the {port they made with 
Samfon, God’s Champion, théy, reflected on God himfelf. 2 
When they were merry with wine, to make them more metry, 
Samfon muft be fetched’to make them fport, ver. 25, 27. i. e 
for them to make {port with. Having facrificed to their god, © 
and eat and drunk upon the factifice, they rofe upto play, ac-’ 
cording to the wfage of idolaters, 1 Cor. x. 7. and Samfon 
muft be the fool in the play. “They made’ themfelves. and ° 
one another laugh, to fee how, being blind, he {tumbled ; 
and blundered. It is likely, they fmote this judge of Ufracl up» 
on the cheek, (Mic. v. 1.),.and faid, Prophefy who JSmote thee, 
It was an inflance of their. barbarity, to trample thus ‘upon a 
man in mifery, at the fight of whom, a while ago, they would . 
have trembled. It put Samfon into the depth of mifery, and © 
| as a {word in ‘his bones Were their reproaches, when they faid. - 
Where is now. thy-God ? Noihisg could be more. grievous to ~ 
fo great a fpirit; yet being a penitent, that makes him patient, 
and he accepts it as the punifhment of his iniquity. How un- 
righteous 


oa 


he judged Irael twenty years, 
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_*Though the laft ftage of Samfon’s life was ingloricus, and 
one could wifh there were a veil drawn over its yer this ac- 
count here given of his death, may be allowed to leffen, though 

‘it do not quite roll away the reproach of it ; for there was ho- 
Dour in his death. No doubt he greatly repented of his fin, 
the-difhonour he bad by it done to God, and his forfeiture of 
i the honour God had put upon him : for that God was recons | 
‘ciled to. him, appears, I, By the return of the fign of his Na- 
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_ ~"(2.) When they were: deftroyed. [1.] When they were 
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penman, provided for the regiftering of it in his church., He 
prayed to God to remember him, and ftrengthen him thisonce; 7 
- thereby owning,. that his ftrength for what he had already 
done, he had from God; and begs it might be afforded to him | 
once more, to give them a parting blow. ‘That it was not 
from a principal of paflion, or perfonal revenge, but from.a ho- 
ly zeal for the glory of God and Ifrael, that he defired to do 
this, appears by God’s accepting and anfwering the prayer. 
Samfon died praying, fo did our bleffed Saviour 5. but Samfon. 
prayed for vengeance, Chrift for forgivenefs. [2.] He gain- 
ed opportunity to do it, by leaning on the two pillars, which 
were the chief fupports of the building, and were, it feems, fo 
near together; that he could take ‘hold. of them both at. one 
time, ver. 26, 29. Having hold of them, he bore them down 
with all his might, crying aloud, Let me die with the Philiftines, 
ver. 30. Animamque. in vulnere ponit. The vaft concourfe 
of people that. was upon the roof looking down through it to- 
fee the {port we may. foppofe contributed to the fall of te ae 
weight fo much. greater than ever. it was defigned to catty, 
might pethaps have funk of itfelf, and made the fall the more 
fatal to thofe within: And indeed few, of either could efcape 
being. either ftifled, or crufhed to death. _. This. was done, not 
by any natural flrength of Samfon, but by the almighty power 
of God ;..and is not on y marvellous, but miraculous. in. our: 
eVesiny 4 i sas Ae er ee 


righteous foever the Philiftines were, he could not but own 
that God was righteous. He had fported himfelf in his owa 
deceivings, and with his own deceivers, and ju(tly are the Phi- 
liftines let loofe ‘upon him to make fport with him. ~ Unclean- 
nefs is a fin that makes men vile, and expofeth them to con- 
tempt: 4 wound and difhonour Shall he get, whofe heart 18 de- 
éeived by a woman, and Ais reproach fhall not be wiped away. 
Everlafting fhame and contempt will be the portion of thofe 
that are blinded and bound by their own lufts. The devil 

that deceived them, will infult over them. 
2dly, How jultly the God of Iftael brought fudden deftruc- 
tion upon them, by the hands of Samfon. - Thoufands of the 
-Philiflines were got together, to attend their lords in the fa- 
crifices and joys of this day, ‘and to be the {pectators of this 
somedy: but it proved to them a fatal tragedy ; for they were 
~ all flain, and buried in the ruins of the houfe ; whether it were 
a temple, or a'theatre, or fome flight building ran up for the 

purpofe, is uncertain. Obferve, : ; 

~ (4.) Who were deftroyed: ll the lords of the Philiftines, 
ver. 24- who had by bribes corrupted Delilah to betray Sam- 
fon to them. Evil purfued thofe finners. Many of the peo- 
ple likewife, to the number of three thoufand, and among them 
a great many women, one of which, it is likely, was that.har- — 
lot of Gaza, mentioned ver. 1. Samfon had been drawn into — 
fin by the Philiftine women, and now a great flaughter.is made 
among them; as*was by Mofes’s order among the women of 
‘Midian, becaufe it was they that caufed the children. of Ifrael 
to trefpafs againft the Lord in the matter of Peor, Numb. xxxi. ° 
- (6 MEE tes 2 2 < 


“metry, fecure, and jovial, and far from apprehending them- infolence.of the furvi 
~felves in any‘danger. When they faw Samfon lay hold: on 
the pillars, we may fuppofe it ferved them for a jeft, and they. 
made fport with that too: What will this feeble Few do? 
How are finners brought to defolation in a moment !: They 
are lifted up in_pride and mirth, that their fall may be the 
more dreadful. Let us never enjoy the mirth of wicked peo- 
ple, but infer from this inftance, that theirtriumphing is fhort, | 
and their joy but for a moment. [z.] It was when they were 
praifing Dagon their god, and giving that honour to him, which 
is due to God only ; which is no lefs than treafon againft the 
- King of kings, his crown and dignity: juftly therefore is the 
blood of thefe traitors mingled with their facrifices.. Belfhaz- 
“zar was cut off when he. was praifing his made. gods, Dan. v. 
4. [3-] It was when they were making fport with an Ifrael- 
ite, a Nazarite, and infulting over him; perfecating him whom 
God had {mitten. Nothing fills the meafare of the iniquity 
of any perfon or people fafter, than mocking and mifufing the 
fervants of God, yea, though it is by their own folly that they. 
ate brought low. Thofe know not what they do, nor whom 
they affront, that make fport with a good man. 
(3:) How they were deftroyed. Samfon pulled the houfe 
down upon them ; God no doubt putting it into his heart, as a 
~ public perfon, thus to avenge God?s quarrel with them, Ifrael’s 
and his own. [1.] He gained ftrength to.do it by prayer, ver. 
28. That ftrength which he had loft by fin, like a true peni- 
tent, he recovers by prayer 5 as David, who, when he had 
, provoked the Spirit of grace to withdraw; prayed, Pfal. li. 12. 
Reffore unio me the joy, of thy falvation, and uphold. me with 
thy free [pirit. We may fuppofe this was only a mental prayer, 
and that his voice was not heard, for it was -made ina noify 
clamorous crowd of Philiftines ;. but though his voice was not’ 
heard of men, yet his prayer was heard of God, and gracioul- 
ly anfwered. And. though he. lived not ‘to give an account 
himfelf of this his prayer, as Nehemiah did: of his, yet'God not 
only accepted it in heayen, but.by: reyealing it to the infpired 
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| count of his burial. His own relations, anima 
ries that attended.his death, camie and found o 
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mong the flain, brought it -honourably to his own country, and 
buried it in the place of his father’s fepulchtes ; the Philiftines 
being in fuch a confternation, that they durft not oppofe it. 
(2.) With the repetition of the account we had before of the 
continuance of his government : He judged J/rael twenty years. 
A\nd if they had not been.as mean and. fneaking, as he was 
brave and daring, he, had left them clear of the Philiftines 
yoke. They might have been eafy, fafe, and happy, if they 
A ais but have given God and their judges leave to make them 
Os - 
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All agree, that what is related in this, and the reff of the 
chapters tothe end of this book, was not done, as the fto- 
ry ts laid, after Samfon, but long before, even foon afier 
the death of Fofbua, in the days of Phinehas the fon of 
Eleazar, chap. xx. 28. But it is caft here into the Jat- 

_ ter part of the book, that it.might not interrupt the hiflo- 
ry of the judges., That it might appear how. happy the 
nation was in the judges, here 1s. fhewed how unhappy 
they were when there was none. 1. Then idolatry began 
in the family of Micab, chap. xvii. Il. Then it fpread 
ttfelf into the tribe of Dan, chap. xviii. TI. Then villany 
was committed in Gibeah of Benjamin, chap. xix. IV. 
Then that whole tribe was defroyed for countenancing 
tt, chap. xx. V. Then odd fort of ways were taken to 
keep up that tribe, chap. xxi. Therefore bleffed be God 
Sor the government we are under. In this chapter we are 

ai told how Micah an Epbraimite furnifhed himfelf, 1. With 

an image for his god, ver. 1,—6. ~2. With a Leyite, fuch 
a one as he was, for his pricf, ver. Jy—13. 

_ A ND there was a man of mount of Ephraim, 
-F\ whofe name was Micah. 2 And he faid 
“unto his mother, The eleven hundred /bekels of 

_ filver, that were taken from thee, about which 

_ thou curfedit, and {pakeft of alfo in mine ears ; 

__ behold, the filver zs with me, I took it. And 

his mother faid, Blefled- be thou of the Lorp, 

my fon. 3 And when he had reftored the e- 


leven hundred /Bekels of filver to his mother, | 


_ his mother faid, I had wholly dedicated the fil- 
‘ver unto the Lorn, from my hand, for my fon, 
_ to make a graven image, and a molten image : 
_ now therefore I will reftore it unto thee. 4 
- Yet he reftored the money unto his. mother, 
and his mother took two hundred /Jckels of 
filver, and gave them to the founder, who made 
_ thereof a graven image, and a molten image: 
_ and they were in the’houfe of Micah. 5 And 
the man Micah had an houfe of gods, and 
made an ephod, and teraphim, and confecra- 
_ ted one of his fons, who became his prieft. 6 
_ <In thofe days there was no king in Ifrael, but 
every man did that which was right in his own 
Pe VOR. Ne GRIGIO Meiae g Be 
meg, tierens, t: Micah and his mother quarrelling.” (1.) The 
* fon robs the mother. .The old woman had. hoarded, with 
oy Mccoy and faving, a great fum of money, eleven hun- 
~~ dréd pieces of filvers™ It is likely, fhe intended, when fhe di- 


be ed, to leave it to*her fon in the mean time, it did her good 
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to look upon it, and to count it over. The .young man has 4 

, family of children grown up; for he had one of age to be a 
prieft, ver. 5. He knows where to find his mother’s cath, 
thinks he-has, more need of it than fhe has, cannot ftay till fhe 
dies, and fo takes it away privately, for his own ufe. Though 
it is a fault in parents to with-hold from their children that 
which is meet, and put them into temptation to wilh them in 
their graves ; yet even that will by no means excufe the wick- 
ednefs of thofe children that {teal from their parents, and think 
all their own they can get from them by never fo indireét me- 
thods. (2.). The mother curfeth the fon, or whoever had 
taken her money. It fhould feem fhe fufpe@ted her fon; for 
when fhe curfed, fhe {pake in his ears fo loud, and with fo 
much paflion and vehemence, as made both his ears to tingle. 
See what mifchief the love of money makes, how it deftroys 
the duty and comfort of every relation. It was the love of 
money that-made Micah fo undutiful to his mother, as. to -rob- 
her ; ‘and made her fo unkind and void of natural affection to 
her fon, as to curfe him if he had it, and concealed it. Out- 
ward loffes drive good people to their prayers, but bad people 
to their curfes. ‘I'bis woman’s filver was her god, before it 
was either made into a graven or a molten image, elfe the lofs 
of it would not have put her into fuch a paflion, as quite to 
forget and break through all the laws of decency and piety. 
It isa very foolifh thing for thofe that are provoked, to throw 
their curfes about as a madman that cafleth fire-brands, arrows, 
and death, fince they know not but they may light upon thof 
that are moft dear to them. ae Ae ¢ 
2. Micah and his mother reconciled. (1.) The fon was fo 
terrified with the mother’s curfes, that he reltored the money.’ 
Though he had fo little grace as to take it, he had fo much 
left as not to dare to keep it, when his mother had fent a curfo 
after it- He cannot believe his mother’s money would, do 
him any good, without his mother’s blefliag ; por dare. he 
deny the theft when he is. charged with it, nor retain the 
money when it is demanded) by the right owner. It is beft 
not to do evil; but it is next beft when it is done, to, undo it 
again, by repentance, confefhion, and reftitution. Let children 


be afraid of having the, prayers of their parent again{t them ; 


for though the curfe icaufelefs fhall not come, yet that which 
is juftly deferved may be juftly feared, even.though it was paf- 


fionately and indecently uttered. (2.)°The mother was fo. 
' pleafed with her fon’s repentance, that fhe recalled her curfes, 


and turned them into prayers for her fon’s welfare: Bleffed be 
thow of the Lord, my fon.’ When thofe that have been guilty 
of a fault, appear to be free and ingenuous in owning it, they 
ought .to be commended for their repentance, rather than ftill 


be condemned and run upon fox their fault. 


3- Micah and his mother agreeing to turn the money into 


_ a god, and fet up idolatry in their family ; and this feems to’ 
- have been the firft inftance of the revolt of any Ifraelite from 


God and his inftituted wordhip, after the death of Jofhua, and 
the elders that outlived him, and is therefore thus particularly 
related. And though this was only the worfhip, of the true 
God by an image, again{t the: fecond commandment, yet 
this opened the door to the worfhip of other gods, Baalim, 
and the groves, again{t the firft and great commandment: Ob- 
fervye, TaN 


¥ : : 
ff, The mother’s contrivance of this. matter. When the ° 


filver was reftored, fhe pretends fhe had dedicated it “to the 
Lord, ver. 3. either before it was ftolen ; and then fhe would 


have that thought to be the reafon why fhe was fo’much grie? *~ 


ved at the lofs of it, and imprecated evil on him that had taken 
it, becaufe it was a dedicated, and therefore an‘accurfed thing. 


_ Or, after it was ftolen, fhe had made a vow, that if the could -. 
retrive it, fhe would dedicate it‘to God, and then fhe would . : 
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180 . 
have. the providence that had fo far favoured her as to bring 
it back to her hands, to be an owning of her vow. “Come, 
faith fhe to her fon, the money is mine, but thou halt a mind 
to it;, let it be neither mine nor thine, but let us both agree to 
make it into an image for a religious ufe. Had fhe put it to a 
ufe that had been indeed for the fervice and honour of God, 
it had been a good way of accommodating the matter between 
them ; but as “it was, the proje@t was wicked. . Probably this 
old woman was one of thofe that. came out of Egypt, and 
would have fuch imagés made as fhe.had feen there; now fhe 
began to. dote, fhe,called) to. remembrance the follies of her 
youth, and perhaps told her fon, that this way of worfhipping 
God by images_was, to her knowledge, the old religion. 
2dly, The fon’s, compliance with her, It fhould feem when 
fhe firft propofed. the thing, he ftumbled at it, knowing what 
the fecond commandment was; for when fhe ‘hidg ver. 2» fhe 
defigned it for her fon to make. an image of-it, yet he reftored 
it to his mother, (being loth. to have a hand in making the! 


‘image, and fhe gave it the founder, and had the thing done, 


blaming him perhaps for. fcrupling~it, ver. 4.; but when the 
images were made, Micah, by his mother’s penhehend Was not’ 
only. wallxecousiled, to, them, but.-hugely pleafed and in love 
with them 5) fo {trangely bewitching, was idolatry, and much 
fupport ted, iby: traditions, received from their parents, 1 Pet. i. 
18. Jers xlivsjar. But obferve how the old: woman’s co- 
vetoutnels. prevailed. in part above her fuperftition: fhe had 
wholly dedicated the filver. to make the graven and molten 
imagey er-3-,,all the eleven hundred’pieces ; but when it came 
to, be done; . fhe, made lefs than a fifth> part ferve, even 
two hundred  fockelsy. ver. 4,4. She thought that enough ; ; and 
imdeed it was.too.much to. give for an image that is a teacher 
of lies. Had it, been, devoted truly to the honour of God, he 
would.not thus bave,been put off with part of the price, but 
would have fignified his refentment of the affront, as he did in 
the cafe of Ananias and Sapphira. 

‘Now obferve, ahs What was.the corruption here introduced, 
~ yer. 5. The man.Micai had a houfe of gods, a houfe of Gid 
fo ithe LX. for fojhe thoughtiit, as good as that at Shiloh, 
and better,,, becaufe,. his own, of his,own inventing, and at his 


_ own difpofe 3 for people-love to have their religion under their 


girdle, to. manage it asithey pleafe. 4 houfe of error, fo the 
Chaldee ; for realty it.was fo, a deviation from the way of truth, 
and an inlet’ to all deceit. Idolatry is a great cheat, and one’ 
of the worft of errors. - That which he aimed at in the pro- 
grefs of his idolatry, whether he defigned it at firft or no, was 
to mimic and rival both God’s oracles and his ordinances. 
-€1.) His oracles. For ‘he made Teraphim, little images, 


“which he might advife with as there was éceafi ion, and receive 


informations, directions, and predictions from. What the 
Urim and Thumrmim were to the prince and people, thefe’ Te 


5 raphim fhould be to his family. Yet he could not think that 


the eal fhould .own them, or give anfwers by them, and. 


therefore depended upon fach demons as the Heathen wor 


fhipped, to infpire them; and make them ferviceable to him. 
Thus while the honour of Jehovah was pretended, ver. 3. ‘yet 


his inftitution being relinquifhed, they unavoidably lapfed into« 


downright idolatry and demon- worlhip. i 2.) His ordinan- 
ces. 
pointed for the temple or houfe of God ; an; ephod. or holy, 
_ garment was provided for his prieft. to omicaies in, in. imitation 
of thofe: ufed at the tabernacle of God;. and one. of his: fons 

re confecrated, prebably the eldeft, to: be his prieft.. And 
Whea he had fet up-a graven or molten i image. to reprefent the 
~ object of his worfhip, nO marvel if.a prieft of his own: getting, 
and his own making, ferved' to be the managerof it. Here’ 


is no mention, of any altar, facrifice, or incenfg, in honour of: 
1 \ : “a 
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» thefe filver gods ; > but awit a prieft, it is likely he had at 


- confecrated the Levite, and the: young. _man be- . 


| pueft. 


Some room or apartment in the. houfe of Micah was ap: 
. & Levite for his chaplain, either thinking bis fon, becaufe | he 
| heir of his eftate, too. good to. officiate, or. “rather, | 
|. ef God’s: tribe, not gaod: enoughi. 


- mother’s fide he was.of che: family. of js 


- city. 5, oF upon. fome other ee as a franger Of intimate, 


cae a A 


thefes unlefs we fuppofe that-at) firlt his gods were intended 
only to be advifed with, not to be adored like Laban’s Tera- 
raphim. But the beginning of idolatry} as of other fihs, is” 
like the letting forth of water. » Break the dam, and you brings 
a deluge. Here idolatry began, and it {pread like ‘a fretting 
leprofy. Dr Lightfoot would have us obferve, that /as ‘eles - 
ven pieces of filver were here -devoted to the making of an_ 
idol, which ruined religion, efpecially i in the tribe of Dan, (as 
we, Ital find after), ‘which was) Samfon’s tribe, fo’ cleve on 
hundred pieces of filver were given of each wi caseye lord 4 
for the ruin of Sampfon. ae 
2. What was the ‘caufe of this canruption; vers 6. Pike: * 
qas no king in Ifrael, no judge or fovereign prince to take cop. a 
nifance of the fetting up of thefe images, which doubtlefs the 
country about’ foon reforted to, and to give orders for the de- 
ftroying of them; none to convince:Micah of his’ error, and to 
reftrain and puriifh him, to take this difeafe in time, by which _ 
the fpreading of the infection’ might have been happily prevént- 
ed. Every man did that which was right i in hisown eyes, and. 
then: they’ foon did:that which was evil in the:fight of the Lord. 
When. they were. without a kingtokeep good order among 
them, God’s houfe, was forfaken, his prielts: neglected, and all 
went to.ruin'among them, S¢é what-a mercy government is, - 
and what reafon there is, that nov only prayers and interceffions, 
but giving of thanks, thould be made for kings: andall'in-autho= a 
rity, v Time iit, 2.” Nothing ‘contributes more, under God, 
to the fupport of religion 1 in the «world, ‘than the-due adaiinis’ . 3 


rae oo 


{tration of thofe two: great ordinances of aac and: mini 

firy. 4 : . bs a Fh Sos 8 > 1 
, ates. e ee 

74 And there was.a ee man  out.of Beths | 4 

lehem-judah, of the family of Judah»whotns | 

a Levite, and he fojourned there. ae ‘8-And the 


man departed out of the city from Be th- lchem_ 
judah, to fojourn where he,could one places — 
and he came to spountE pihsaim, -tosthe houfe 
of Micah, as he journeyed. “gAnd Micah id 
unto him, Whence comeft thou? And he aid a 
‘unto him, I ama Levite of Beth. Jonge a 
and I go to fojourn where I may find 2 an place. 4 
10 And Micah faid unto him, ‘Dwellowith me: a 
and be unto me a father and a prieft, and a wi Be 
give thee ten /bekels of filver by the “year, nd. 
a fuit of apparel, and thy victuals. So. the I | 
vite went in.- 11 And the. Levite.was content: e 
to dwell with the man, and the young man was! 
unto him as one of his. fons. 12, And Mice Bb. 3 


eal 


came his prieft, and was in the houfe, af Micah,.- a 
13 Then faid Micah, Now know I that the Lor De 4 
will do. me good, ‘fecing T iat a Levite to.m y. . 

iis 8 
We have here-an sesateatl Micah’s fining hei 


ictee Soar e= } 


Obierve, 1. What brought. this Tevite to: Micah 
lehem among his mother’s. relations, { Phat cae ee 


bist 3 


‘ 
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fojourned there, ver. 7. Thence he went to fojourn where he 
could find a place, and in his travels came to the houfe of Mi- 
cah in Mount Ephraim, ver. 8. Now, (1.)Some think it was 
his unhappinefs, that he was under a neceflity of removing, ei- 
ther becaufe' he was perfecuted and abofed, or rather neglected 
and ftarved, at Bethlehem. God had made plentiful provifion 
for the Levies; but the people with-held their dues, and did 
not help them into poffeflion of the cities affigned them, fo that 
‘they were reduced to {traits, and no care -was taken for their 
relief. Ifrael’s forfaking of God begun with forfaking the Le- 
-vites, which therefore they are_warned againft, Deut. xii. 19. 
It is a fign religion is going to decay, when good minifters are 
neglected, and at alofs for aJivelihood. But, ( 2.) It feems 
rather to have been his fault and folly,» that he loved to wan= 
der, threw himfelf out where he was, and forfeited the refpects 
of his, friends 5, and having a-roving bhead, would. go feek his 
fortune as we fay. We: cannotivconceive'that things were yet 
comejto that ill pafs amony them,‘thapn Levite'fhould ‘te poor, 
unlefs, it was his own. faults ‘As thofe are ifit:\to be: pitied that 
would fix, but may non; fothofe\aresfit to‘bespunithed that 
might fix, but wilhnot,  Uafettledn éfs being, onés would thinky-a 
conftant uneafinels,, it isftrange that any Hvraehitey’ efpecially a+ 
ny Levite, fhould affect it aid gndadaliot 2sw slfrod 2tboo: nod 
cae abs enetio: Micah: had With him: oHadshe not ‘been’ 
well enough content with \his:fon forchis: prieft, hel would! have. 
gone,er fent, abroad, to, inquité.out a Levite ;\but now he*only 
takes: hold, of one, that dropsinto his-hands, which flewed that 

he hadino, great: zealiin theo matters It is probable this tam- 
bling, Levite, heatd in: the countnyof Micah’s houfe'of gods, his 
graven and molten image; which, if he had any thing of the 
init of a Leyite in him, fhould have brought him thither to 
reprdve Micah’ for this idolatry, to tell him how: dire. cOntra- 
ry itqwas to,the Jaw, of God, and how it would: bring the judge- 
mepis of ,God: upon him 5 but inftead of that, like a-bafe and 
degenerate branch of that facred tribe, thither he. goes to offer 
his fervice with, Have you any work for a Leviie? for IT am 
out of bufinels} and go to fojourn where I may Jind a place. AM 
he aimed at, was to get bread, not'to do’ good, ver.'g, “Micah 
. courts him into his family, ver. 10. and promifeth bimy (4.) 
Good preferment : Be unio me a father 'and a priefl...'Though 


a young man, and taken up at the door, yet if he take him for 
a prieft, he will refpeét him as a father ; fo far from fetting 
‘him among his fervants. He afks not for his credentials, takes! 
‘no time to, inquire +how he carried himéelf in the place of his. 
- Taft fettlement, confiders not whether, though he wereja Levite,, 
et he might, not be of fuch an ill character, as to be a plague 
and feandal to his family but thinks, tho’he were never {o great 


arake, he might ferve for a prie(t to a graven image, like Je- 


roboam’s priefts, of the loqwe/t of the people, 1 Kings xii. 37. 
They that can make any thing ferve for a god, no marvel if 
they make any thing ferve for a prieft. (2.). A tolerable main- 
tenance. He will allow him meat and drink, and. clothes, a 
double fuit, fo the Word: is in the margin, a better and a worfe,, 
one for every. day’s wear, and one for holidays ; and ten fhe- 
kels, about, twenty-five fhillings a-year for {pending money, a 
poor falary, in. comparifon of what God provided for the Le- 
‘vites that carried themfelves well; but thofe that forfake God’s 

fervice, will never mend themfelves, nor find a better matter. 

The,,,miniftry is,thé.-beft. calling, but the worft trade in. the 

world. ball Set vegas. | Aeow yc vahgiak te 

a 2, The Levite’s fettlement with him, vers 11. He was con- 

fent to dwell with the man. _ Though. his work was fuperttiti- 

Sus, and his wages feandalous, he objected again{t neither, but 

thought himfelf happy that che had light on fo good a houfe. 

‘Micah, thinking, himfelf holier than any of this néighbours, pre- 


r 


fames.to confecrate.. this Levitey ver. 12s: Asif his building, 


eo Dp 


‘the deficiency of the coin. he gave him. 


| asithey flould:be, becaufe, iafome one particular inftance, they 


| fault would -atone for a'perfifting in. all the refty (3). He 


- a good ufenof thefe adyantages.. 


How: idolatry crept into the family of Micah, 


- 
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‘furnifhing, and endowing this chapel, authorifed him, noc only 
to appoint the perfon that fhould officiate there, but to confer 


_thofe orders upon him which he had no right to give, nor the a 


other to receive. And now he fhews him refpeé as a father, : 
and tendernefg as a fon, and with that is willing to make up 


4+ Micah’s fatisfaGion: in this, ver..13. Now know I shat 
the Lord will do me good, i.e. he hoped. that his new eltablith- 
ment would gain reputation among his neighbours, and that 
would turn to his advantage; for he would flare im the profits 
of his altar; or rather, that God would countenance and. blefs. 
him in all he put his-hand unto; becaufe I have a Levite to be 
my prieff. (1~). He thought it was.a fign of God’s favour to 
him and his images, that he had fo opportunely fent a Levite 
to ‘his door. “Vhus they who pleafe themfelves with their own 
delufions, if Providence unexpectedly brings any thing to their 
hands that“ furthers them in their evil way, are too apt from 
\thence'to “infer, that God is pleafed with them. (2.) He 
_ thought, -now the error of his prietthood was*amiended, all was: 
well, though:he flill retained his praven and molten. image. 
"Note; Many’ deceive themfelves into a good ‘opinion of their 
‘ {tate} by aipartial reformation.” T hey think they areas’ good. 


_are not fo.badas) they have’ been 3) as if the correcting of one 


_ thought the making of 4° Levite into’ a ptieff was a very"ment- 
torious'act 5: which really was'a prefumiptuous uftrpation, and. 
very provoking to God. Men’s pride, and ignorance, and -felf- 

flattery, will’ undertake’ not ‘only tojuftify, but masisify, and? 
fanGify the moft daring impicties and invafions upon thedivine® 

| prerogatives. With much ‘reafon: might Micah havé Vaid ‘Now: 
|may L fear that'God will curfe'me, becaufe EF Have debauetied 

-one of his own ttibe, and’ drawn’ hime into thie Wor fhitprof ay ot 

| graveo image: yet for this he hopes God will do! Him! good. 

_(4-) He thought, that having a Levite in the houfe with ‘him, 

_would of courfe intitle him to the divine favour. ° Carnal heaits, 
are apt to build too-much upon their é&teral. privileges ; andi 

| to:conclude, ‘that God>will certainly do them good, becaufe: 

‘they are!born of. godly parents, dwell in praying families, are 

linked in fociety with thofé that are very: good, and fit-under a 

lively miniftry:, whereasMall this is but like having a Lievite to: 
be their priett ; which amounts to no fecurity at all that God 

will do them goed, ‘unlef§ they be good themflves, and make: 


OSW 3 U1 Le: 
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2 read in the’ 
chapter before; how it was tranflated from: thence into the: 
tribe'of Dan, ae have an account in. this. chapter, and how | 
it gained a fettlément in a city. of note; for how great a mat~ 
ter doth a litle fire kindle!” The. tribe of Daan had their [ot 
affigned them laf of all the tribes; and it happening to be too 
firait for them, a. confiderable city in.the utmoff corner of Cu- 
naan northward was added to it: Let. them. get it and take: 
it. It was called Laifh.or Lechem, Joth. xix. 47. Now: 
here we are told, 1. How they. fent Spies: to bring them-an ace. 
count of the place, who by the way got acquainted with Mi- 
cah’s pricft, ver. 1,—6. I]. What an: encouraging report 
thefe fpies. brought back, ver. 7,—10. LLL. What forces.were 
Sent to conquer Laifh, ver®ri,—13, 1V. How they by the: 
way plundered. Micah of his: gods, ver. 14,—26. Ve How | 

~ eatfily they: conquered L.aifh, ver.27,—29. and when they hak 
it, fet up the graven image init, ver. 30—3 1.” 


N thofe days there was no king in Ifrael> and) 
] in thofe days the tribe of the Danites fought: 
: ~ . thems 
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them an inheritance to dwell in: for unto that 
day all. their inheritance had not fallen unto 
them among the tribes of Ifrael. 2 And the 
children of Dan fent of: their family, five men 
from their coafts, men of valour, from Zorah, 


‘and from Efhtaol, to fpie out the land, and to- 


fearch it; and they faid unto them, Go, fearch 
the land: who when they came to mount E- 
phraim, to the houfe of Micah they lodged there. 
3 When they were by the houfe of Micah, they 


knew the voice of the young man: the Levite : 


and they turned in thither, and faid unto him, 
Who brought thee hither? and what makeft 
thou in this place? and what haft thou here? 


_4 And he faid unto them, Thus and thus deal- 
-eth Micah with me, and hath hired me, and-I 


am his prieft. 5 And they faid unto him, Afk 


-counfel, we pray thee, of God, that we may 


-not the whole tribe of Dan, but one family of them, to whofe 
“Tot, in the fubdivifion of Canaan, that city fell. Hitherto this 
family had fojourned with their brethren, who had taken pof- 
_ feffion of their lot, which lay entire between Jndah and the 
Philiftines, and had declined going to their own city, becaufe 
-there was no hing in Ifrael to rule over them, ver. 1- iy | 
great way off, feparate from the reft of their'tribe ; it was en- 


of the people, whether the making of themfelves matters of it 
__wasa thing practicable ; what force was neceflary in order there- 


* his rambles, been fometimes in their country 5 and though his 


-profperous. 6 And the prieft faid unto them, 


-wherein ye go., - 


it. The men they fent were men of valour, that, if they fell 
“into their enemies hands, knew how to look danger in the face. 
. It is prudent to look before we leap. Dan had the fubtlety of 
a ferpent by the way, Gen. xlix. 17. as well as the courage of 


know whether our way which we go fhall be 


Go in peace: before the Lorp zs your way 


" Here is, 1. The eye which thefe Danites had upon Laith ; 


tire in the enemies hand; and therefore they would {punge up- 
on their brethren, rather than go far to provide for themfelves. 
But at length neceflity forced them to do it, and they began to 


think of an inheritance to dwell in. It is better to have alittle - 


of one’s own, than always to hang apon others. 

2. The inquiry which this family of the Danites made con- 
cerning Laifh. They /ent jive men to fearch the land, ver. 2. 
that they might know the character of the country, whether 
it were an. inheritance worth going fo far for ; and the pofture 


‘unto, and which was the beft way of making an attack upon 


a lions whelp leaping from Bafhan, Deut. xxxii. 22.- 

3. The acquaintance which theit fpies got with Micah’s 
prieft, and the improvement they made of that acquaiatance. 
tt feems they had known this Levite formerly, he having, in 


-countenance might be altered, they knew him again by his 
voice, ver. 3. They were furprifed to find him fo far off, in- 
quired what brought him thither ; and he told them, ver. 4. 
what bufinefs he had there, and what encouragement. ‘They 
underftanding that he had an oracle in his cuftody, defired he 


. would tell them whether they fhould profper in their prefent _ 


undertaking, ver. 5: See their careleffnefs and regardlefinefs 


of God.end his providence. ‘I-hey would not have inquired of 


the Lord at all, if this Levite’s mentioning the teraphim he 


_ had with him, had not put it into their heads. “Many never : 


“think of religion, but juft when it falls in their way, and they 3 


faulting an image, and give them an anfwer of peace. Should 


_fhabby Levite fhall be an oracle to them. He betakes himfelf 
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cannot avoid it, like-chance-cuftomers. See their ignorance of 
the divine law; that they thought God, who had forbidden — 
the religious ufe of graven images, would yet own them in: con- 


y 


he be inquired of by them? Ezek. xiv. 3. They feem to have 7 
hada greater opinion of Micah’s teraphim, than of God’s U= 
rim; for they had paffed by Shiloh, and, for ought appears; 
had not inquired there of God’s high-prieft ; but Micah’s 


to his ufual method of confulting his teraphim; and whether 
he himfelf believed it or no, he humoured the thing fo well, 
that he made them believe he had an anfwer from God, en- “~ 
couraging them to go on, and affuring them of good fuccefs, 
ver. 6. Go in peace; you fhall be fafe, and may be eafy, for | 
before the Lord is your way, t. e« he approves it : as the Lord 
is faid to know the way of the Lord with acceptation, andthere- 
fore he will make it profperous, his eye will be upon you for. | 
good, he will dire& your way, and preferve your gong out and 
coming in. Note, Our great-care fhould be, that our way be 
fuch as God approves; and if it be fo, we may go in peace. If 
God. care:for us, on him let us caft our care, and be fatished 
that we cannot mifs our way, if he goJefore use : 


74 Then the five men departed, and came 
to Laifh, and faw the people that were there- = 
in, how they dwelt-carelefs, after the manner of. — 
the Zidonians, quiet and fecure, and there was. _ 
no magiftrate in the land, that might put them — 
to fhame in any thing, and they were far from ~ 
the Zidonians, and had no bufinefs with any — 
man. 8 And they came unto their brethren” 
to Zorah, and Efhtaol: and their brethren faid — 
‘unto them, What /ay ye? 9 And they faid, A-- — 
rife, that we may go up againft them: for we 
have feen the land; and behold, it is very good:. . 
and are.ye fill? be not flothful to go, and to — 
enter to poflefs the land. 10 When ye go, ye _ 
thall come unto a people fecure, and to a large _ 
land: for God. hath given it into your hands: 4 
a place where there is no want of any that és ; 
in the earth. 311 And there went from thence _ 
of the family of the Danites, out of Zorah and — q 
out of Efhtaol, fix hundred men, appointed with 
weapons of war. 12 And they went up, and — 
pitched in Kirjath-jearim, in Judah: wherefore ~ 
they called that place Mahaneh-dan, unto this. — 
day: behold, z¢ 7s behind Kirjath-jearim. “13.5 
And they paffed thence unto mount Ephraim, — | 


E 


and came unto the houfe of Micah. ©  * 

Here is, 1. ‘The obfervations which the {pies made upon ‘7 
the city of Laifh, and the pofture of its inhabitants, ver. 7. New | 
ver was place fo ijl governed, and fo ill guarded ; which would a 
make. it a very eafy prey to the invader. 1, Ht was ill go- 
verned: for évery man might be as bad as he would; 
there was no magiffrate, no heir of reftraint, as the word is; 
inight fo much as put them.to fhaine in any thing, much | 
them to death ; fo that, by the moft impudent immor: 
they provoked God’s wrath, and, by all manner of mutual 
mifchiefs, weakened and confumed one another. Ses ey 


(1.) What the office of magiftrates iss They are to be heirs — 
r) : + (a ee 
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of refbraint, i. e. to preferve a conftant entail of power, as heirs. 


~ to an inheritance, in the places where they are, for the reftrain- 
ing of that which is evil. They are pofféfors.of*reftraint, in- 
trufted with their authority, for this end, that they may check 
and fupprefs every thing that is vicious, and be a terror to evil 
doers. tis only God’s grace that can renew mens ill minds, 
and furn their hearts ; but the -magiftrate’s power may retrain 
“their ill praétices, and tie their hands ; {a that the wickednefs 
~ of the wicked may not be either fo injurious or fo infectious, as 
otherwife it would be. Though the fword of juftice cannot 
cut up the root of bitterne/s, it may cut off its branches, and hin- 
- der its growth and fpreading ; that vice may not go without 
check; for then it becomes daring and dangerous, and the com- 
munity fhares in the guilt. (2.) See what method mutt be 
ufed for the reftraint of wickednefs. Sinners muft be put to 
fhame, that they who will not be reftrained by the fhamefulnefs 
of the fin before God and their own confciences, may be re- 
{trained by the fhamefulnefs of the punifhment before men. All 
ways mutt be tried to dafh fin out ‘of countenance, and put it 
‘in an ill name, to make people afhamed of their idlenefs, drunk- 


ennefs, cheating, lying, and other fins, by making reputation al-. 


Ways appear on virtue’s fide. (3.) See how miferable and 
_ how near to ruin thofe places are, that either have no magi- 
ftrates, or none that bear the fword to any purpofe >The wic- 
4ed then walk on every fide, Pfal. xii. 8. And how happy we 
are in good laws,.anda good government. 2dl/y, It was ill 
guarded?” "Phe people of Laith dwelt carelefs, quiet, and fe- 
cure; their gates left open, theirwalls out of repair, becanfe 
no apprehenfion of danger any way, though their-wickednefs 
was-fo great, that they had reafon to fear divine vengeance e- 
very iy Tt was a fign the Uraelites, through their floth and 
cowardice, were not, now. fuch a terror to the Canaanites, as 
they: had. been when they firft'came among them, elfe the city 
of; Laifh; which probably:knew itfelf to be affigned to them, 
would not -haye been fo very fecure. Though they were an 
open and inland town, they lived fecure, like the Zidonians, 


_ who were furrounded with'the fea, and «were well fortified both » 


i by. art and nature; but were far from the Zidonians, who there- 
“fore could not come in to their afliftance, nov help to-defend 
them from*the danger, which, ..by:debauching’ their manners, 

_ they had helped to bring them into. And laftly, They had no 
bufine/s evil: any man, Which {peaks either the idlénefs they 
affected; they followed no trade, and‘ fo grew. lazy and luxu- 
rious, and utterly unable to defend themfelves: or the inde-. 

_ pendency they affected. They fcorned to be either in fubjec- 
tion to, or alliance with any of their neighbours, and fo they 


° had none to provect them, or bring in any aid to'them. They . 


for no body, and therefore no body cared for them. .Such. 
thefe were the. men-of Laifh. . ' 


as. 
ve a el ay Re 5 3 ‘ . 
~ 2, The encouragement which from hence they gave to their 


‘eountrymen that fent them, to ‘profecute their defign upon-this » 


city, ver..8, 9, 10. Probably the Danites had formed notions 
of the infuperable difficulties of the enterprife ; thought it im- 
pofhble ever to make themfelves mafters. of T.aith ; and_there- 
fore had kept themfelves -fo* long out of the poffeffion of it ; 
perhaps fuggefting likewife to one another in their unbelief, that. 
"at was not a country worth going fo: far, and running fucha 


tik for. Which jealoufies the {pies (and they were not inthis - 
evil fpies) had an eye to-in their report. (1.) They reprefent ~ 


the place-as defirable.; If you will truft our: judgments, we have 
Seen the land; and we-are agreed in our verdict upon the view, 
that-behold it is very good, ver. 9. better-than this mountainous 
country into.which’ we. are here -crowded by the Philiftines. 
You need not doubt of living comfortably in it, for itis a place 
where there is no want of any thing, ver. 10. See what a good 


land Canaan..was, that this city, which lay furtheft of all north. 
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ward, in the utmolt corner of the country, ftood on fach a fruits 
(z.) They reprefent it as- attainable; they do not 
at all queftion, but, with God’s blefling, they may foon get pof- 
feflion of it ; for the people are fecure, ver, 10. and the more fe- 
cure, always: the lefs fafe. God has given it into your hands, 
and you may have it for the taking. ‘They {tir them up to the 
undertaking: rife, that we may.go up againft them ; let us go 
about it fpeedily and refolutely: Expoftulate with them for their 
delays, and chide them out-of their fluggifhnefs: dre ye full ? 
be not flothful to go. Men need to be thus ftirred up to mind 
even their intereft. Heaven is a very good land, where there ~ 
is no want of any thing. Our God has by the promife given it 
into our hands; let us not be flothful then in making it fure, 
and laying hold on eternal life, but firive to. enter. 

3. The Danites expedition againft Laifh. This particular 
family of theim, to whofe lot that city fell, now at leagth make 
towards it; ver. 11,125-13- The military men were but fix 
hundred: incall, notiglandredth-part of that tribe ; for when 
they-entered Canaan, the Danites were. above fixty-four thou- 
fand, Numb. xxvi. 43. It was flrange that-none of their bre- 
thren of their own tribe, much lefs’ of any other, came in to » 
their affiftance; but it ‘vas long’ after ffrael came to Ca- 
naan before there appeared among them any thing of a, public 
fpirit, or concern for a:common intereft; which was the reafon, « 
they feldom united in a common head, and that. kept them low 
and inconfiderable. It appears,-by ver. 21. that thefe fix hun- 
dréd were the whole number that went to plant there; for they ~ 
had their families and effets with them, their /it/e ones and « 
cattle ; fo confident were they of fuccefs. The other tribes 
gave them a free paflage through their country: their firlt day’s. 
march brought them near Kirjath-jearim, ver. 12.3 and fuch-. 
rare things were military incampments now become in [frael, 
that the place where they refted-that. might was from thence 


- called Mahaneh-dan, the-camp of Dany and probably the place 


whence they began their march between Zorah and Efhtaol, 
was called by the fame name, and is meant, chap. xiil. 25 
The fecond day’s march® brought. them. into mount Ephraim, . 
near Micah’s houfe, ver. 13. aud there we :muft paufe“a while. 


14 § Then anfwered the five men that went 


| to fpy out the country of Laith, and faid unto ! 


their brethren, Do ye know that. there is in 
thefe houfes an ephod, and teraphim, and a gra- 
ven image, afd a molten image? Now there- 
fore confider what ye have to do. 15 And they. 
turned thitherward, and came to the houfe of — 
the young man the Levite, even unto the houfe 
of Micah, and faluted him. 16 And. the fix 
hundred men appointed ‘ with ‘their weapons of 
war, which were of the children of Dan, ftood) 
by the entering of the gate. . 17 And the five 
men that went to fpy out the land, went up, .. 
and came. in thither, and took the graven 1- 
‘mage, and the ephod, and the teraphim, and 
the molten image :. and -the prieft ftood in the 
entering of the gate, with the fix hundred men 
that were-appointed .with: weapons of war. 18 | 
And thefe went: into Micah’s houfe, and fetch- - 
ed the carved image, the ephod,-and the tera- 
phim, and the. molten-image:.then faid the ° 
prieft unto them, What do ye?» rg And. they ~ 
faid unto him, Hold thy peace, lay thine hand: 

. upon... 
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upon thy mouth, and go with us, and be to us 
a father, and.a prieit: ir 7¢ better. for thee to be 
a prieft unto the houte of one man, orthat thou be 
a’ prieft unto a tribe and a family in Ifrael? 20 
‘And the prieft’s heart was glad, and he took the 
ephod, and the teraphim, and the graven image, 
and went in the midft of the people. 21 So 
they turned and departed, and put the little 
ones, and. the cattle, and the. carriage before 
them. 22 § And when they were a good way 


from the houfe of Micah, the men that were - 


in the houfes near to Micah’s houfe, were ga- 
thered together, and overtook the children of 
‘Dan. 23 And they cried unto the children of 
Dan: and they turned their fades, and faid un- 
to Micah, What aileth thee, that thou comeft 
with fuch a company? 24 And he faid, Ye have 
taken away my gods which lanade, and the prieft, 
and yeare goneaway : and what havelI more? and 
what 7s this that ye fay untome, What aileth thee? 
25 And the children of Dan faid unto him, Let 
not thy voice be heard among us, left angry fel- 
lows run upon thee, and thou lofe thy lite, with 
the lives of thy houfehold. 26 And the chil- 
dren of Dan went their way: and when Micah 
faw that they were too ftrong for him, he turn- 
, ed and went back unto his houfe. 


_ The Danites had fent out their {pies to find out a country 
for them, and they fped well in their fearch ; but here now 
they came to the place, (for, till that brought it to their mind, 
at doth not appear that they had mentioned it to their breth- 
sen), they oblige them with a further difcovery: they can tell 
them where there are gods: Here, in the/e houfes, there is an 
-ephed, and teraphim, and a great many fine things for devotion, 
~ fach as we have not the like in our country: Now therefore 
confider what ye have to do, ver. 14. We confulted them, and 
had a good anfwer from them ;'they are worth having; nay, 
they are worth ftealing, (that.is, having upon the worft terms); 
and if we can but make .ourfelves mafters of thefe gods, we 
may the better hope to profper, and make ourfelves matters of 
Laifh. So far they were in the right, that it was defirable to 
have God’s prefence with them; but wretchedly miftaken, 
when they took thefe images for tokens of God’s. prefence, 
which were fitter to be ufed in a puppet-play than in aéts of 
devotion. ‘They thought an oracle would be pretty company 
- for them in their enterprife, and inftead of a counfel of war to 
advife upon every emergency; and the place they were going 
to fettle in being fo far from Shiloh, they thought they had 
maore need of @ houfe of gods among themfelves, than Micah 
had, that lived fo near it. ‘They might have made as good an 
ephod and teraphim themfelves as this was, and which ‘would 
have ferved their -purpofe every whit -as well; but the reputa- 
sion which they found this in the poffefion of, (though it had 
had that reputation but a while), amufed them into a mighty 
value and veneration for it; which they would foon have drop- 
‘ped, if they had fo much fenfe as to inquire into its original, 
and whether there were any thing divine in its inftitution. 
Being-determined to take thefe gods along with ‘them, we 
are here told how they ftole the images, cajoled the prieft, and 
fnghtened Micah from attempting to refcue them. 
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Chap. XVHI. 


1. The five men that knew the houfe, and the avenues to 
it, and particularly the chapel, went-in and fetched out the i- — 
magesy with the ephod, and teraphim, and all the appartenan-— 


gate, ver. 16,—18. See what little care this forry prieft took 
of his gods. While he was fauntering at the gate, and gazing 
at the ftrangers, his treafure, fuch as it was, was gone. See 
how impotent thefe forry gods were that could not keep them- 
felves from being ftolen. It is mentioned -as the reproach of 
idols, that them/elves are gone into captivity, Ha. xlvi. 2. O the 
fottifhnefs of thefe Danites! How could they imagine thofe 
gods fhould protect them, that could not keep themfelves from 
being f{tolen ?~ Yet, becaufe they went by the name of gods, as 
if it were not enough that they had with them the prefence 6f ~ 
the invifible God, nor that they ftood in relation to the taber- 
nacle, where there were even vifible tokens of his prefence, no- 
thing will ferve them but they mutt have gods to go before them; 
not of their own making indeed, but, which was as bad, of 
their own ftealing. Their idolatry began in theft, a proper 
prologue for fuch an opera. In order to the breaking’ of the 
fecond commandment, they begin with the eighth, and take 
their neighbour’s goods to make them their gods. The holy 
God hates robbery for ~burnt-offerings, but the devil loves it. 
Had thefe Danites feized the images to deface them, and abo- 


ith them, and: the prieft to punifh him, they had done like If- 


raelites indeed, and had appeared jealous for their God, a8 their 


Pe 
aT 


I, a ee 


er: 
ry ¢ 


Pye) We 


fathers had done, Jofh. xxii. 16.; but to take them for their _ 4 


own ufe, was fuch a complichted crime, as fhewed they nei- 


_ ther feared God, nor regarded man, but were perfedtly loft 


both to godlinefs and honefty. gain 
2. ‘They fet upon the prieft, and flattered him into a good 
humour, not only to let the gods go, but to go himfelf along 


with them ; for without him they knew not well how tomake ; 


ufe of the gods. Obferve, (1.) How they tempted him, ver. 
19. They affured him of better preferment ‘with them than 
what ke now had. It would be more honour and profit to be 


- chaplain to a regiment, (for they were-no more, though they 


call themfelves a tribe), than to be only a domeftic chaplain to 


a private gentleman. Let him go with them, and he fhall | 


have more dependents on him, more facrifices brought té his 
altar, and more fees for confulting his teraphim than he had: 
here. (2.) How they won him. A little perfuafion ferved ; 
his heart was glad, ver. 20. The propofal took well enough 


| with his rambling fancy, which would never let him ftay long 


at a place, and gratified his covetoufhefs and ambition. He — 
had no reafon to fay but that he was well where he was. Mi- 
cah had not deceived him, or changed his wages; he was not: 
moved with any remorfe of confcience for attending on a gra- 
ven image. Had he gone away to Shiloh to minifter to the 


_Lord’s priefts, according to the duty of a Levite, he might. 


have been welcome there, (Deut. xviii. 6.) and his remove 
had been commendable : but inftead of that, he takes the image _ 


with him, and carries the infeétion of the idolatry into awhole 


city. It had been very unjuft and ungrateful to Micah, if he - 
had only gone away himfelf; but much more fo to take the 
images along with him, which he. ‘knew. the heart of Micah 

was fet upon. Yet better could not be expeéted fiom a treach-» 
erous Levite. What houfe canbe fare of him who hath for- 
faken the houfe of the Lord? or what friend will he be true. 


to that has been falfe to his God ? He could not pretend that — 


he was under a force, for he was glad in his heart to go. If 


would lofe him; for what can hold thofe that- have made 


thipwreck of a good confcience? The hireling flees becaufe he 
ts a hireling, ‘Vhe prielt and -his gods went in the mid/t of the . 
people: there they placed him, that they might fecure him, ei 
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ther from going back himfelf, if shis mind fhould change, or 
from being fetched back by Micah; or, perbaps, in imitation 


of the order of Ifrael’s march through the wildernefs, in which ~ 


“the ark and the priefts went in the midft/of their, camp. 

3. They frightened “Micah back when he purfued them to 
recover his gods. As foon as ever he perceived that his cha- 
pel was plundered, and his chaplain had outcun him, he muf- 
tered all the force he could ‘make, and purfued the robbers, 
‘ver. 22, His neighbours, and perhaps tenants, that nfed to 
join with him in his devotions, were forward to help him on 
this occafion. They got together and’ purfued ‘the robbers, 
who, having their children and ‘cattle before them, ver.21. 
could make no great hafte ; fo that they foon overtook them, 
hoping by-ftrength of reafon to recover what was ftolen; for 
the difproportion of their numbers was fuch, that they: could 


not hope to do it by ftrength of arm. The purfuers called 


after them, defiring to {peak a word with them: they in the 
rear (where, it is probable, they pofted:the fierceft and ftrong- 
eft of their company, expeéting there. to be attacked) turned 
about, and,afled Micah what ailed him to be fo much con- 
‘cerned, and what he would have? ver. 23... He argues with 
-them, and pleads his right, which he thought fhould prevail ; 
‘but they in anfwer plead their might, which, it proved, did 
‘prevail ; fox it is common that might overcomes right.- 

_ 1, He infifts upon the wrong they had certainly done him, 
ver. 24. Ye have taken away my gods, my images of God, 
which I have an inconteftible title to, for I made them myfelf, 


and which I have fuch an affection for, that I am undone if 


T lofe them; for what have I more that will do me any good, 
if thefe be gone? Now, (1.) This difcovers to us»the ‘folly 
of, idolaters, and the power that Satan:hasoyer them. “What 


a folly was it for him to call thofe his gods which he had 


made, when he only is to be worfhipped by us as a God that 
made us? Folly indeed to fet his heart upon fuch filly idle 
things, and to ok upon himfelf as undone when he had loft 
them. (2.) This may difcover to us our fpiritual idolatry. 
That creature which we place our happinefs in, which we fet 


~ our affections inordinately upon, and which we can by no means 


find in our hearts to part with; of which we fay, What have 


_we more? that we make an idol of. That is put in God’s 


place, and is an ufurper, which. we are concerned about, 
as if our life and comfort, our hope. and happinefs, and all, 
were bound up in it. But, (3.) If all people will thus walk 
an the name of their god, fhall we not.be in like manner. af 
feéted towards ovr God, the true God? Let us reckon the 


having an intereft in God, and communion with him, incom- 
_parably the richeft having, and the lofs of God the foreft lofs. 


‘Wo unto us if he depart, for what have we more? Deferted 


fouls, that are lamenting after the Lord, may well admire, as 
“Micah did, you fhould afk, what ails them? For the tokens of 


od’s favour are fafpended, his comforts are withdrawn, and 
what have they more? . 
2d y, They infift upon the mifchief they. would certainly do 
him, if he profecuted his demand... They would not hear rea- 
fon, nor do juftice ; nor would fo much as offer to pay him 
the prime coftshe had been at upon thofe images, nor promife 
to make reftitution of what they had taken, when they had 
ferved thier prefent purpofe with them in this expedition, and 


had time to copy them, and .make others like them for them- 


felves; much lefs had they any compaffion for a lofs he fo bit- 
terly lamented. They would not fo much as {peak him fair, 
or give him good. words, but refolve to juftify their robbery 
avith murder, if he did not immediately let fall his claims, ver. 
25. Take heed, def angry fellows run upon thee, and thou 
tofe thy life, and that is worfe than lofing thy gods. Wicked 
and unreafonable men reckon it a great provocation to be alle 
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ed to do juftice, and fupport themfelves by their-power againit 


‘right and reafon.. Micah’s crime is afking his own; yet for 


this he is in danger to lofe his life, and the life of his houfe- 
hold. Micah has not courage enough to venture his life for 
the refcue of his gods : fo little opinion had he of their being 
able to proteét him, and bear him out; and therefore tamely 
gives themmup, ver. 26. He turned and-awent back to his houfe 3 
and ifthe lofs of his idols did but convince him (as ‘one would 
think it fhould) of their vanity and impotency, and his own 
folly in fetting his heart upon them, and-fend him back to the 
true God, from whom he had revolted, he that loft them had 
a much better bargain, than-they that by force of arms carried 
them off. If the lofs of our idols cure‘us of the love of them, 


‘and make us fay, What have we to do any more with idols 2 


the lofs will be unfpeakable gain. See Ifa. ii. 20. xxx. 22.. 


27 And they took the things which Micah 
had made, and ‘the prieft which he had, and 
came unto Laifh, unto a people that were at 
quiet, and fecure: and they {mote them with 
the edge of the fword, and burnt the city with 
fire. 28 And there was no deliverer, becaufe 
It was far from Zidon, and they had no bufi- 
nefs with any man; and it was in’ the valley 
that Jieth by Beth-rehob: and they built a ci- 
ty, and dwelt therein. 29 And they called’the 
name of the city Dan, after’ the name of Dan 


_ their father, who was born unto Trae?! howbe- 


it, the name of the city was Laifh at the firlt. 
30 4 And the children of Dan fet up thé gras 


ven image: and Jonathan the fon of Gérfhom, 


the fon of Manaffeh, hé“and his fons, were 
priefts to the tribe of Dan, until the day of the 
captivity of the land. 31 And they fet them 
up Micah’s graven image, which he made, all 
the time that the houfe of God was in Shiloh. 


_ Here is, 1. Laifh conquered by the Danites. .. They. pro- 
ceeded on their march ; and becaufe they met.with no difalter, 
perhaps concluded they had done no ill in robbing Micah. 
Many jultify themfelves in their impiety by their profperi- 
ty. Obferve, (1.) What pofture they found the people of 
Laifh in, both thofe of the city, and thofe of the country a- 
bout : they were at guiet, and Jecure ;-not, jealous of the five 
{pies that had been among them: to fearch out the Jand, nor 
had they any intelligence of the approach of this enemy, which 
made them a very eafy prey to this little handful of men that 
came upon them, ver. 27. Note, Many are brought to de- 
ftrugtion by their fecurity. Satan gets advantage againft. us 
when we are carelefs, and off our watch : happy therefore is the 


man that feareth always. (2.) What a complete victory they 


obtained over them; they put all the people to the fword, and 
burnt down fo much~ of the city as they thought fit to re- 
build, ver. 27, 28.; and, for ought appears herein, they met 
With no refiftance : for the meafure of the iniquity of the Ca. 


naanites wag full, that of the Danites was but beginning to fill. 


(3-) How the conguerors fettled themfelyes in their room, 
ver. 28, 29. ‘They built the city, or much of it, anew, the 
old buildings being gone to decay, and called the name of it Dan, 
to be a witnefs for them that they were, Danites by birth, tho? 
feparated fo far off from their brethren ; which hereafter, by 
reafon of their diftance, might be called in queftion. We are 
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Should be left’ out, and then Manafeh willbe Mofes 5 and this 


-would welcome at Dan, and put forne reputation upon, when 


_ dre not fo foon cured as caught. 


The three remaining chapters of thts book, contain a moft 
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concerned not to lofe the privilege of our relation to God’s 
Trac, and therefore muft take all occafions to own it, and pre- 
ferve the remembrance of it to ours after us. 

2. Idolatry immediately fet up there. God had ‘gracioufly 


: performed his promife, in putting them in poflefion of that 


which fell to their lot, obliging them thereby to be faithful to 
him who had been fo to them ; they inherited the labour of the 
peoples that they might obferve his fiatutes, Pfal. cv. 44, 45+ Bat 
the firft thing they do after they are fettled, is, to break his fta- 
tates. As foon as they began to fettle themfelves, they /+t up 
the oravven image, ver. 30. perverfely attributing their fuccefs to 
that idol; which, if God had not been infinitely patient, would 
have been theit rum. ‘Phus a profperous idolater goes on to 
offend, imputing this his power unto his god, Hab. i, 11. Their 
Levite, who officiated as prieft, is at length named here, Jo- 
aathan, the fon of Gerfhom, the fon of Manafleh. The word 
Manafeh in the origmal has the letter Nun fet over the head, 
which ‘fome of the Jewith rabbins fay is an intimation that it 


TLevite, they fay, was grandfon to the famous Mofes, who in- 
deed had a fon named Gerfhom ; but that the hiftorian, in ho- 
nour of Mofes, by a halfinterpofition of that letter, turned the 
name into Manafés. The vulgar Latin reads it Mojfes. And 
if indeed Mofes had @ grandfon that was rakith, and was pick- 
ed up asa fit tool to be made ufe of im the fetting up of idola- 
try, it isnot the only inftance (would to God it were !) of the 
unhappy degenerating of the pofterity of great and good men. 
Childréns children are not always the crown of old men. But 
the léarhed Bilhop Patrick takes this to be an idle conceit of 
the rabbins, and fppofeth this Jonathan to be of fome other 
family of the Levites. How long thefe corruptions continued, 
we are told im the clofe. (1.) That the pofterity of this Jo- 
nathan continued ‘to af as priefts to this family of Dun, that 
was feated at Laihh, and in the country about, till the captivi- 
ty, ver. 30. ‘After Micah’s image was removed, that family 
retained the character‘of priefts, and had refpeét paid them as 
fuch by that city, and it is very probable Jeroboam had an eye 
to, them when he fet up one of his calves there, which they 


the priefts of the Lord would have nothing to do with them ; 
and that his family officiated as fome of his priefts. (2.) That 
thefe images continued till Samuel’s time} for fo long the ark 
of God was at Shiloh ; and it is probable, in his time effectual 
care was taken to fupprefs and abolifh this idolatry. See how 
dangerous it is to admit an infeétion ; for fpiritual diftempers 
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CHAP. XIX. 
pragical flory of the wickedne/s of the men of Grbeah, pa- 
— gronifed by the tribe of Benjamin, for which that tribe 

was feverely choflifed, and almoft entirely cut off by the 
reft of the tribes. This feems to have been done, not long 
after the death of Fofbua; for it was when there was no 
king, no judye in Hrael, ver. 1. and chap..xxi. 25.5; ond 
Phinehas was then bigh-pricf, chap. xx. 28. Thife par- 
ticular iniguilies, the Danites idolatry, and the Benjamites 
_dmmorality, let in that general apoflefy, Judg. ti. 7. The 
abufe of the Levite’s concubine is bere very particularly 
related. XY, Her adulterous elopment from bim, ver. 1, 
9, ILL. His reconeciliaiion to her, and the journey be took 
to fetch ber home, ver. 3- UL. Her father’s kind enter- 

~ seinment of him, ver-4;—9. 1V. The abufes be met runth 
at Gibeah,, where, being benighted, he was forced to take 
up. (1.) He was neglected by ibe men of Gibeah, ver. 
30,15. and enteniained by an Ephraimite that fofourned. 
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among them, ver. 16,24. (2.) They fet upon him in his 
quarters, as the Sodomites did on Lots gucftty Vel. 22,— 
24. (3) They villanoufly forced his concubine to death, 
ver. 25,28. VW. Thecourfe he took to fead notice 4 

this to all the tribes of Hfrael, ver. 29, 3¢+ 


ND it came to pals in thofe days, when - 


FA. there was no king in Ifrael, that there 
was acertain Levite fojourning on the fide of 
mount Ephraim, who took to him a concubine 
out of Beth-lehem-judah. 2 And his concu-- 
bine played the whore againft him, and went a- 
way from him unto her father’s houtfe to Beth- 


3 And her hufband arofe, and went after her 
to fpeak friendly unto her, avd to bring her a- 
gain, having his fervant with him, and a couple 
of aflés : and fhe brought him into her father’s 
houfe, and when the father of the damfel faw 
him, -he rejoiced to meet him. 4 And his fa- 
ther-in-law, the damfel’s father, retained him, 
and he abode with him three days: fo they did 
eat and drink, ‘and lodged there. 5 And it 
rofe. early on the morning, that he rofe up to 
depart: and the damfel’s father faid unto his 


fon-in-law, Comfort thine ‘heart with a morfel — 


of bread, and afterward go your way. 6 And 
them together ; for the damfel’s father had faid 
unto the man, Be vontent, I pray thee, and. tar- 
ry all night, and let thine “heart be merry. ay 


ther-in-law urged him; therefore he lodged 
there again. 8 And he arofe early in the morn- 


ing on the fifth day to depart: and the: dam- | 


fel’s father faid, Comfort thine heart, I pray 
thee. . , and 
9 And when the 
man rofe up to depart, he and his-concubine, 
and his fervant ; his father-in-law, the damfel’s: 
father, faid unto him, Behold, now the day 


night: behold, the day groweth to an end, 
lodge here, that thine heart may be merry; 


thou mayit go home. 10 But the man would 


parted, and came over againft Jebus, (which zs. 
Jerufalem) and there were with him two. afles: 


| faddled, his concubine alfo was with him. 12 


| And when they were by Jebus, the day was. 
_ far fpent, and the fervant faid x mato. his mafter,, _ 
' Come, | pray thee, and let us turn in, unto this, 


Chap. XIX. 


lehem-judah, and was there four whole months. — 


came to pafs on the fourth day,” when they a~ 


they fat down and did eat and drink both of © 


And when the man rofe up to depart, his fa- 


And they tarried until afternoon, and 
| they did eat both of them. 


draweth towards evening, 1 pray you, tarry all. - 


and to-morrow get you early on your way, that 


not tarry that night, but he rofe up and de-— 


_ 
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city of the Jebufites, and lodge in it. 12 And- — 
his mafter faid unto-him, We will not turna-. 
ees eee ens Niet sae fide 


Oe 


ft 


a] 


from above, that it is gentle and eafy to be intreated. 


Chap, XIX. eu DB 


fide hither into the city of a ftranger, that ér not 
of the children of Ifrael ; we will pafs over to 
Gibeah. 13,And he faid unto his fervant, 
Come, and let us draw near to one of. thefe 
places to lodge all night, in Gibeah, or in Ra- 
mah. 14 And they paffed on and went their 
way, and the fun went down upon them when 
they were by Gibeah, which be/ongeth to Ben- 
jamin. 15 And they turned afide thither, to 
go in and to lodge in Gibeah: and when he 
went in, he fat him down in a ftreet of the city: 
for there was no man that took them into his 
houfe to lodging. 


The domettic affairs of this Levite would not have been re- 
lated thus largely, but to make way for the following ftory of 
the injuries done him, in which the whole nation interefted 
themfelves. Bifhop Hall’s firft remark upon this ftory is, 
“ ‘That there is no complaint of a publicly ordered ftate, but 
“ there is a Levite at one end of it, either as an agent, or as 
* a patient.” In Micah’s idolatry, a Levite was ative ;-in 
the wickednefs of Gibeah, a Levite was pafhve ; no tribe fhall 
Sooner feel the want of government than that of Levi; and in 
all the book of Judges, no mention is made of any of that 


tribe, but of thefe two. This Levite was of mount Ephraim, — 


ver. 1. He married a wife of Bethlehem-Judah ; fhe is called 
his concubine, becaufe fhe’ was not endowed ; for perhaps he 
had nothing to endow her with, being himfelf a fojourner, and 
not fettled; but it doth. not appear that he shad any other 
, wife; and the margin calls her @ wife, a concubine, ver. 1. 
. She came from the fame city that Micah’s Levite came from, 
as if Bethlehem-Judah owed a double ill turn to mount E- 


phraim ; for fhe was as bad for a Levite’s wife, as that other 


for a Levite. 


1. This Levite’s concubine played the whore, and outrun — 
The Chaldee reads it, only that fhe | 
carried it infolently to him, or defpifed him; and he being | 
_ difpleafed at it, Joe went away from him, and (which was not 
Had | 
her hufband turned her out of doors unju(tly, her father ought | 
to have pitied her affliction; but when fhe treacheroufly de- | 
‘parted from her hufband, to embrace the bofom of a {tranger, 
Perhaps | 
fhe would not have outrun her duty to her bufband, if fhe | 
tad notiknown too well where fhe fhould be kindly received. 
~ Children’s ruin is often owing very much to parents indul- . 


her hufband, ver. 2. 


fair) was received and entertained at her father’s houfe. 
her father ought not to have countenanced her fin. 


gence. id Brice 
_ 2. The Levite went himfelf to court her return. It was 
@ fign there was no king, no judge in Ifrael, elfe the had been 


profecuted and put to death, as an adultrefs; but inftead of 


that, fhe is addreffed to.in the beft.manner by her injured huf- 
band, who takes a long journey on purpofe to befeech her to 
be reconciled, ver. 3. If he had put her away, it had been a 
crime in him’ to return to her again, Jer. iii. 1. , But the ha- 
ving gone away, it was a virtue in him to forgive the offence ; 
and though the party wronged, yet to make the firft motion to 
her to be friends again. It is part ofthe character of the wifdom 
He 
Spake friendly to ber, or comfortably, for fo the Hebrew phrafe 


of {peaking to the heart commonly fignifies ; which intimates, 


_ that fhe was in forrow, penitent for what fhe had done amifs ; 


hus God promifeth concerning adulterous Ivrael, Hof. ii 


ce probably he heard of when he came to fetch her back. 
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sie L will bring her into the wilderte/i, and {peak comfortably 
to her. 

3. Her father bid him very welcome, and, by his extraordis 
wary kindnefs to him, endeavoured to atone for the countenance 
he had: given his daughter, in withdrawing from him, and to 
confirm him in his difpofition to be reconciled to her. 1/7, He 
entertains bim kindly ; rejoiceth to fee him, ver. 3. treats him 
gencroufly for three days, ver..4. And the Leyite, to thew 
that he was perfectly reconciled, accepted his kindnefs ; and 
we do not find that he upbraided him or his daughter with what 
had been amifs, but was as eafy and pleafant, as at his firft 
wedding-feaft. It becomes all, but efpecially Levites, to for- 
give as God doth. Every thing among them gave a hopeful 
profpect of their living comfortably together for the future ; but 
could they have forefeen what befel them within one day or 
two, how. would all their mirth have been embittered, and turn- 
ed into: mourning! When the affairs of our families are in the 
beft pofture, we.ought to rejoice with trembling, becaufe we know 
not what troubles one day may bring forth. We cannot forefee 
what evil is near us; but we ought to.confider what may be, that we 
may not be fecure, as if to-morrow muft needs be as this day, and. 
much more abundant, Ifa. \vi. 12. 2dly, He is very eatneft for 
his flay, as a further demontftration of his hearty welcome. The 
affection he had for him, and the pleafure he took in his com- 
pany, is, (1.) Out of a civil regard to him as his fon-in-law, 
and an ingrafted branch of his ‘own houfe. Note, There is 
love and duty owing to thofe we are by marriage related to, as 
well as thofe that are bone of our bone. -And they that fhew 
‘kindnefs as this Levite did, may expeétas he'did to receive 
kindnefs. And, (2.) Out of a pious refpe& to him as a Le- 
vite, a fervant of God’s houfe. If he were fuch a Levite as 
he fhould be, (and nothing appears to the contrary), he is to 
be commended for conrting his f{tay, finding his conyerfe pro- 
fitable, and having opportunity to learn from him the good £now- 
ledge of the Lord ; hoping alfo that the Lord will do him good, 
becaufe he bas a Levite to be his fon-in-law, and will blefs him 
for his fake. [1.] He forceth him to ftay the fourth day, 
and that was kind, not knowing when. they might be together 
again; he engageth him to ftay as long as poflibly he could. 
The Levite, though nobly treated, was very urgent to be gone, 


| A good man’s heart is where his bufinefs is ; for as a bird that 


wanders from her neft, fo is the man that. wanders from his 
place. It isa fign a man has either little to do at home, or 
Tittle heart to what he has to do, that can take’a pleafure in 
being long abroad where he has: nothing to do. It is efpeci+ 
ally good to fee a Levite willing to go home to his few theep 
in the wildernefs. -Yet this Levite was overcome by impor. 
tunity and kind management to {tay longer than he intended, 
ver. 5,—7. We ought to avoid the extreme of an over-eafy 
yielding to the neglect of our duty on the one hand, and that 
of morofenefs and wilfulnefs to the neglect of our friends, and- 
their kindnefs, on the other hand. Our Saviour, after his res - 
furrection, was prevailed. upon to ftay with his friends longer 
than he at firft intimated his purpofe, Luke xxiy. 28,29. [2.] 
He forceth him to ftay till after noon the fifth day; and that, as 
it is proved, was unkind, ver. 8, 9. He would by no means 
let him go before dinner; promifeth him he fhall have dinner 
early, defigning thereby, as he had done the day before, to de 
tain him another night: but the Levite defigned for the how/e 
of the Lord at Shiloh, ver, 18. and wasimpatient to get thither, 
and therefore would ftay no longer. Had they fet out early, 
they might have reached to fome better lodging-place than that 
which they were now conftrained.to take up with; nay, they 
might have got to Shiloh. Note, Our friends defigned kindnefles 
often prove in the event real injuries; what is meant for our 
welfare, becomes a trap. Who knows what is good fur man in 
A a2 this 


_witnefs againft the wickednefs of thofe that contraéted friend- 


-took up at Gibeah, ver. 13,—15- 


~ from hence, when we are'in journeys, to thank God for this, 


beah:’ No man took them into his hou/é. 


 jaid to their charge at the great day, I was a firanger and ye 


~ Benjamites. 
eyes, he faw.a wayfaring man in the ftreet of | 
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this life? The Levite was unwife in fetting out fo late; he 
might haye got home better, if he had ftaid a night longer, and 
taken the day before him. / 

4. In his return home, he was forced to lodge at Gibeahs 
a city in the tribe of Benjamin, afterwards called Gibeah of 
Saul, which lay in his road towards Shiloh and mount Eph- 
raim. When it drew towards night, and the fhadows of the 
evening were ftretched out, they began to think (as it concerns 
us to-do when we obferve the day of our life haftening towards a 
period) where they muft lodge. When night came, they could 
not purfue their journey. He that walketh in darknefs knoweth 
not whither he goes. "Vhey could not but defire reft, for which 
the night was intended, as the day for labour. (1.) The fer- 
vant propofed, that they fhould lodge in Jebus, afterwards Je- 
rufalem, but as yet in the poffeflion of the Jebufites: Come, 
(faith the fervant), let us lodge in this city of the Jebufites, 
ver. 11: And if they had done. fo, it is probable they had 
had much better ufage than they met with in Gibeah of Ben- 
jamin. ‘Debauched and profligate Ifraelites are worfe, and 
much more dangerous, than Canaanites themfelves. 


quarter, no not one night, in a city of ftrangers, ver. 12. not 
becanfe he queftioned his fafety among them ; but he was not 
willing, if he could pofibly avoid it, to have'fo much intimacy 
and familiarity with then as a night’s lodging came to, nor to 
be fo much beholden to them. By thunsing this place he would 


fhip and familiarity with thofe devoted‘nations. Let’ Ifraelites, 
Levites efpecially, affociate with Ifraclites, and not with the 
fons of the firanger. (2.) Having pafled by Jebus, which was 
about five or fix miles from Bethlehem, the place whence they 
came, and/not having -day-light to bring them ‘to Ramah, they 
There they fat down in 
the ftreet, no body offering them a lodging. In thefe countries, 
at that time, there were no inns, or public houfes, in which, as 
with us, travellers might have entertainment for their money 5 
but they carried entertainment along’ with them, as this Levite 


did here, ver. 19 and depended vpon the courtefy and hofpi- . 


tality of the inhabitants for a lodging. Let us take occafion 


among other conveniencies of travelling, that there are inns to 
entertain f{trangers, and in which they may be welcome, and 
well accommodated for their money. ,Surely there is no coun- 
try in the world, wherein one may flay at home with more 
fatisfation, or go abroad with more comfort, than in our own 
nation. This traveller, though a Levite, (and to thofe of that 
tribe God had particularly-commanded his people to be kind 
mpon all occafions), met with very cold entertainment at Gi- 
If they had any rea- 
fon to think he was a Levite, perhaps that made thofe ill peo- 
ple the more fhy of him. ‘There are thofe who will have this 


took me not ti. 


16 @ And behold, there came an old man 
from his work out of the field at even, which 
was alfo of mount Ephraim; and he. fojourn- 
ed in Gibeah, but the men of the place were 
17 And when he had lift up his 


the city : and the old man faid, Whither goeft 
thou? and whence comeft:thou?. 18 And he 
faid unto him, We. are pafling from. Beth-le- 
hhem-judah, toward the fide of mount Ephraim, 
from thence am 1: and I went to Beth-lehem- 


_all thy wants -4e upon me's only lodge not in. 


>| 
But the 
matter, as became. one of God’s tribe, would by no means » 
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judah, but I am now going to the houfe of the: 
Lorn, and there 7s no man that recerveth me 
to houfe. 19 Yet there is both fraw and pro- 

vender for our affes; and there is bread and. 
wine alfo for me, and for thy handmaid, and. — 
for the young man whieh is with thy fervants: 
there is no want.of any thing. 20 And the old 4 
man faid, Peace be with thee; howfoever, /et 


the ftreet. 21 So he brought him into his houfe,. 
and gave ptovender unto the afles: and they 
wathed their feet, and did eat and drink. i 


Though there was none of Gibeah,. yet it proved there was < a 
one in Gibeah, that fhewed fome civility to this diftrefled duce. 
vite; who-was, glad. that any, one-took notice of him. _It was 
ftrange, that fome of thofe wicked people,, that, when it was “s 
dark, defigned {o ill to him and, his, concubine, did not, under 
pretence of kindnefs, invite, them in, that. they might have a 7 
fairer opportunity of perpetrating their villany ; but either they a 
had not wit. enough to be fo.defigning, or not wickednefs e- 
nough to be fo deceiving ;,,or, perhaps, rione of them {eparate-~ a 
ly.thought of fach a wickednefs, tll, in the, black and dark. z 
night,-they got together, to contrive what mifchief they. fhould.~_ : 
do. Ill people in confederacy. make one another much worle.  - | 


than any of them would be, by. themfelves.. When the Levite 
and his wife, and fervant, were beginning to fear. that they ‘mult - 
lie in the~fireet all night,; (and.as good. have Jain in aden of 
lions), they were at.length invited into a houfe, And we are — 
here told, sR EES. hoc ih lea a rele i aa a 
1, Who that kind man, was that invited them, (1.) He — 
was a man of mount Ephraim, and only fojourned in Gibsah, 
yer, 16. Of all the tribes of Ifrae], the Benjamites had-moft . 
reafon to be kind to poor travellers ; for their anceftor, Ben- 
jamin, was born. upon the road, his mother then upon a jours - 
ney, and very near to this place, Gen. xxxv. 16,17. Yet 
they were hard-hearted to a traveller in diftrefs, wnile an ho-. 
neft Ephraimite had compafhon on him ; and, no doubt, was. F 
the more kind to him, when, upon inquiry, he found that he 
was his countryman, of mount Ephraim Jikewife. Hethat.. 
was himfelf but a fojourner in Gibeah, was the more compaf- of 
} 
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fionate to a wayfaring man; for-he Anew the heart of a flrangery . 
Deut. x.19. Good people, that look upon themfelves but.as ftran- 

gers and fojourners in this world, fhould forthisreafonbetendes 
one of another, becaufe they all belong to the fame better coun 


try, and are not at home here. (2.) He, was an old man, one e 
that retained fome of the expiring virtue of an Ifraelite. The = 
rifling generation was entirely corrupted: ifthere were any good. - 
remaining among them, it was only with thofe that were old = 
and going off. (3,) He was coming home from his work out: 
“of the field at even. The evening calls home labourers, Pfal. . a 


ciy. 23. But.it fhould feem this was the only labourer that 2 ae 
this evening brought home to Gibeah. The reft had-given Up ~ Nag 
themfelves to floth and luxury; and no marvel there was a- 
mong them, as in Sodom, abundance of uncleanne/s, when there 
was among them, as in Sodom, abundance of idlene/s,Ezek. xvi. 
49. But he that was honeftly diligent in his bufinefs all day, 

was difpofed to be generoufly hofpitable to thefe poor ftrangers 


"at night. Let men dabour that they may have to give, Eph. iv. Se 
28. 1s a man of fome |! ah 


Tt appears, by ver. 21. that he was a man of fome fub- 
ftance,and yet had been himfelf at work in the field. No man’s — 


eftate will privilege him in idlenefs.. 


2. How free and generous he was n his invitation, He did : a 
not {tay till they applied themfelves to him, to beg for a night’s. 
era rds TS 
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lodging 3 3; but when “he faw thane ver. 17s. Biscined into their 
circumftances, and prevented them with his kindnefs, ‘Thus 
our good God doth, anfwers before \ we call. Note, A chari- 
table difpofition expects only opportunity, not importunity to 
do good ; and will faccour upon fight, unfought unto. Hence 
we read of a bountiful eye, Prov. xxii. g. If Gibeah was like 
Sodom, this old'man was like Lot in Sodom, who fat ta the 
gate to invite ftrangers, Gen. xix. 1.. Thus Fob opened his 
doors to the traveller, and would not fnffer him to /odge in the 
Street, Job xxxi. 32. Obferve, (1.) How ready he was to 
give credit to the Levite’s accountiof himfelf, when he faw no 
reafon at all to queftion the trath of it. Charity is not apt to 
diftruft, but bopeth all things, x Cor. xiii..7.; and will not make 
ufe of Nabal’s excufe for his churlifhnefs to David, Afany fer- 


vants now-a-days break away from their maflers, 1 Sam. xxv. 


10. The Levite, in his account of himfelf, -profefleth, that he 
was now going to the houfe of the Lord, ver. 18.5 for there he 

defigned to attend, either with a trefpafs-oftiring fos the‘fins of 
Kis family, or with a peace-offering for the merciés of ‘his fami- 
ly, or both, before he went to his own hoofe. And ifthe 
men of Gibeah had any intimation of his being that way bound, 

pr obably_ they therefore would not eritertain himtz! "Fhe ‘Sama- 
ritans. would not’ Teceive Chrift, becaufe his face was towards 


5 Jerufélem, Luke’ ik 53. But £5 2 that reafon, besanfe%he was 
“a Levite, and was Now going to the-houfe of thé Lhord;i\this 


good old man’ was ‘the more kifid to him. “'Thus’he received 
a difciple in the namé of a difeiple, afervant of God for his 
Matter’s fake ~“(2. ) How free he was to give ‘him entertain- 
ment.. The Levite w as ‘Aime provided with all necefTaries, 
yer. Q. wanted nothing ‘but 2 lodgings ‘but his generous holt 
would be himfelf at ‘the charge of his entertainment, ver. 20. 
‘Let all thy wants be upon me; fo he brought him into his houfe, 
-wetei2is) I. hus God will, fome’ ce or other, raife up friends 
‘for his people. and ‘imiinifters, even when they feem forlorn. 


22 F. Now as they were making their hearts 
merry, behold, the men of the city, certain fons 
of Behal, befet the houfe round about, and beat 
at the door, and fpake to the mafter of the 
houle, the old man, faying, Bring forth the 
man, that. came into thine houfe, that we may 
know him. 23 And the man, the maftero 
the houfe, went out unto them, and faid unto 


them, Na » my brethren, nay, I pray you, do. 


not /o wickedly ; feeing that this man is come 
unto mine-houle, do not this folly. 24. Behold 
here is my daughter amaiden, and his concu- 
bine, them I will bring out now, and humble 
"Ye. ‘them, and do with them what ‘feemeth good 
‘unto you: but unto this man do not fo vile a 
thing. 25 But the men would not hearken to 
him: fo the’ man ‘took his concubine, and 
brought her forth unto them; and they knew 


“her, and abufed her alt the night until the morn- 


ing: and when the, day began to {pring, they 
let her'go. 26 Then came the woman inthe 
dawning of the day, and’ fell down at the door 
of the man’s houfe, where her lord was, till it 
“was light. 27 And her lord rofe up in the 
morning, and opened the doors of the houfe, 

and went out to go his way: and behold, the 
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‘woman his concubine was fallen. down at the 
door of the houfe, and hes hands. were upon 
the threfhold. 28 And he faid unto her, Up, 
“and let us be going: but none anfivered, Then 
the man took her vp upop an afs, and the man 
rofe- up, and gat him unto_his place. 297 And 
when he was come into his houfe, he took a 
knife, and laid hold ‘on his eoneubiie! and di- 
vided her,. tagether with her bones, into twelve 
_ pieces, and fent her into all the Goafts of Hrael. 
30 And it was fo, that. all that faw- it, faid, 
There was no-fuch deed done nor feen, fiom 
the day that the children of Ifracl came up out 
of the land of Egypt, unto this day.: 
of it, take advice, aid {peak your-meuds. . 


“4 Here is, 1. The great: wickednefs of the men. of Gideah: 
One could not imagine, that ever it fhould enter into the heart. 
of.men that had the ufe of human reafon, of Uraclites that 
had the benefit of divine, revelation, to, be, fo very wicked, 
Lord, what is man! faith David ; what a,meam creature is he 
Lord, what is man !;,may we fay, upon the readies of this ito. 
ty, what a-yile creature is he,, when, he.issgiven, tp to his own 
heart's lufts !(1.) The finners. are here called fons of Belial, 
i. €.. ungovernable. men;..men that would..endure no. yoke. 
Children-of the devil; for he is Belial,».refembling him, and 
joining with, him in rebellion againft God and his goycrnment. 
Sons of Benjamin, of whom) Mofes had faid, The beloved of 
the Lord fhall dwell in fafety by him,, (Deut..xxxiit, 12. +), are 
become fuch fons of Belial, .that-an honeft man caniot lodge 
in fafety,among,them,,...(2. ) The fufferers were a Levite and 
his wife, and that kind..man that gave them, entertainment. 
We are ftrangers upon earth, and muit, expeét ftrange ufage. 
It is faid, they were making their hearts merry, when this trov- 
ble came upon them, ver. 22. If the mirth were innocent, it 


confider ~ 


teacheth us of what uncertain continuance all our creature com- , 


forts and-enjoyments are... When we are neyer fo well plea- 
fed with our friends, we know not how,.near our enemies are : 
- por if it be well with us.this hour, can we be fare it will be fo 
‘the next. Ifthe mirth were finfal and exceffive, let it be a 
“warning. to.us to keep a ftrié&t guard upon ourfelves, that we 
grow not intemperate in the ufe-of lawful things, nor be 
tranfported into mdecencies by our chearfulnefs; for the end 
of that mirth is heavinefs., God can foon change the note of 
thofe that are making their hearts. merry, and turn their laugh- 
ter into mourning, and their joy into heavinefs,.  ~ 
Let us fee what the wickednefs of thefe Benjamites was. 


iff, They made a rude and infolent affault, in the night, up-- - 


on the habitation of an honeft man,. that not only lived peace- 
ably among them, but kept a good houfe, and-was.a blefling: 
and ornament to their city. They befet-the houfe round, 
and, to the great. terror of thofe within, beat as hard as they 
could'at the door, ver. 27. A man’s houfe is his caftle, in 
which-he ought to be both fafe and quiet; and where there is 
law, it is taken under the fpecial proteGtion of it: but there 
was no king in [frael to keep the peace, and fecure:honeft men 
from the fons of violence. 

edly, They had a particular fpite at the {rangers t that were 
within their gates, that only defired a night’s lodging among 
them, contrary to the laws of hofpitality, which all civilized 
nations have accounted facred, and which the mafter of the 
houfe pleaded with them, ver. 23. Seeing that this man is come 
into mine houfe. ac are bafe and abject fpirits indeed, a. 


Fgo 
¥ 


will trample npon the helplefs, and uf a man the worfe for his 
being a {tranger, whom they know no ill by. 


3dly, They defigned, in the moft 


to abufe the Levite, whom perhaps they had obferved to be 
young and comely: Bring him forth that we may know him. 
We fhould certainly have concluded, they meant only to in- 
guire whence he came, and to know his charaéter, but that 
the good man of the houfe, who underftood their meaning too 
well, by his anfwer lets us know, that they defigned the gra- 
tification of that moft unnatural, and worfe than brutifh luft, 


which was exprefsly forbidden by the law of Mofes, and cal- , 


led an abomination, Lev. xvii. 22. “They that are guilty of it, 
are ranked in the New Teftament among the worft and yileft 
of finners, 1 Tim. i. 10. and fuch as fhall not inherit the king- 
dom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 9. Now, (1.) This was the fin of 


Sodom, and from thence is called Sodomy. ‘The dead fea, . 


which was the {tanding monument of God’s vengeance upon 
Sodom for its filthinefs, was one of the boundaries of Canaan, 


and lay not many miles off from Gibeah. We may fuppofe 


the men of Gibeah had {een it many a time, and yet would 


not take warning by it, but did wor/e than Sodom, ¥.zek. xvi. 


48. and finned. jolt after the fimilitude of their tranfgreffion. 


Who would have expected (faith Bifhop Hall) fuch extreme | 


abomination to come out of the loms of Jacob? Even the 
worft Pagans were faints to them. What did it avail them, 
that they had the ark of God in Shiloh, when they had Sodom 
in their ftreets ; God’s law in their fringes, but the devil im 


their hearts? Nothing but hell itfelf can yield a worfe creature — 


than a depraved Ifraelite. (2.) This was the punifhment of 
their idolatry, that fin to which they were, above all other, 
moft addiated. Becaufe they Ztked not to retain God 1m their 
Enowledge, therefore he gave them up to thefe vile affections, by 
_ which they difhonoured themfelves, as they had by their ido- 
Tatry difhonoured him, and turned his glory into fhame, Rom. 
i. 24, 28. See and admire, in. this inftance, the patience of 
-Sodomites were? Why was not fire and brimftone rained from 
_ heaven upon their city? It was becaufe God would leave it to 
Trael to punifh them by the fword, and would referve his own 
punifhment of them for the future ftate; in which thofe that 
go afier flrange fief hall fufr the vengeance of eternal fites 
Jude 7." | : 

4thly, They were deaf to the reproofs and reafonings of 
the good man of the houfe ; who being ‘well acquainted (we 
may fippofe) with the ftory of Lot and the Sodomites, feeing 
the men of his city imitate the Sodomites, fet himfelf to imi- 
tate Lot, ver. 23, 24. Compare Gen. xix. 6, 7,8. He 
went out tothem as Lot did, fpoke them fair, called them bre- 


thren, begged of them to defift, pleaded the protection of his | 


houfe which his guefts were under, reprefented’to them the great 
wickednefs of their attempt, Do not /o wickedly, fo very wick- 
edly ; calls it folly, anda vile thing. But in‘one thing he con- 
formed too far to Lot’s example, (as we are apt in imitating 
good men, to follow them, even in their falfe fteps), in offer- 
ing them his daughter to do what they would with. ‘He had 
not power thus to proftitute his daughter; ‘nor ought he to 
“have done this évil, that good might come. But this wicked 
propofal of his may be in part excufed, from the great furprife 
and terror he was in, his mighty concern for ‘his guefts, and 


efpecially, not finding that the angels, who were by, “reproved 
him for it. And perhaps‘he hoped, that his mentioning of 
) this, as a more natural gratification of their luft, would have 
fent them back to their commoh whores. But they vould ‘not 
hearken to him, ver. 25. Headftrong lufts are like the deaf 
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s 
filthy and ‘abominable 
manner, (not to be thought ef without horror and deteftation, ~ 


 defty ; 


God. Why were not thefe fons of Belial ftruck blind, as the © 


* 
Chap. XIX. 


adder that ftoppeth her ears they fear the confcience, and 
make it infenfible. = 
stbly, They got the Levite’s wife among them, and abufed 
her to death, ver. 25. They flighted the old man’s offer of 
his daughter to their luft, either becaufe fhe was not handfome, 
or becaule they knew her to be one of great gravity and mo- 
but when the Levite brought them his concubine, they 
took her with them by force to the place appointed for their 
filthinefs, Jofephus, in his narrative of this {tory, makes her 
to be the pérfon they had a defign upon when they befet the 
houfe, and faith nothing of their villainous defign upon the Le- 
vite himfelf. They faw her, he faith, in the ftreet, when they 
came into the town, and were {mitten with her beauty; and ~ 
perhaps, though fhe was reconciled to her hufband, her looks 
did not fpeak her to be one of the moft modeft. Many bring 
mifchief of this kind upon themfelves, by their loofe carriage 
and behaviour.» A little {park may kindle a great fire. One 
would think the Levite fhould have followed them to fee what 
became of his wife. But it is probable he durft not, for fear 
they would do him a mifchief. In the miferable end of this 
woman, we may fee the righteous hand of God punifhing her 
for her former uncleannefs, when fhe played the whore again{t 
her hufband, ver..12; ‘Though her father had countenanced 
her, and her hufband had forgiven her, and the fault was for- « 
gotten, now the quarrel was made up; yet God remembered it 
again{t her, when he fuffered thefe wicked men thus wretched- 
ly to abufe her: in doing which, how unrighteous foever they 
were, in permitting it the Lord was righteous. Her punifhment 
anfwered her fin. Culpa libido fuit, pena libido fuit. By the | 
law of Mofes, the was to-have been put to death for her adul- 
tery. She efcaped that punifhment from men 3 yet vengeance 
purfued her : for if there was no king in Ifrael, yet there was 


a God in Ifrael, a God that judgeth in the earth. We muft © 


not think it enough to make our peace with men, whom by 
our fins we have wronged ; but are concetned, by repentance 
and faith, to make our peace with God, who fees not as ‘man 
fees, nor makes fo light of fm as men often: do.’ The juftice 
of God in this matter doth not at all extenuate the horrid 
wickednefs of thofe men of Gibeah, than which nothing could 
be more barbarous and inhumane. AMEE EEE SAC 
~ (2.) The notice that was fent of this wickednefs to all the 
tribes of Iftacl. The poor abufed woman made towards het 


hufband’s lodgings, as {oon as ever the approach of the day- 


light obliged thefe fons of Belial to let her go,(for thofe werks 
of darknefs hate and dread the light), ver. 25. Down ‘the 
fell at the door, with her hands on the threfhold, begging par- 
don‘ (as it were) for her former tranfgreffion 5 and in that pol- 
ture of a penitent, with her mouth in the duft, fhe expired. 
There he found her, ver. 26, 27. fuppofed her afleep, or over- 
come with fhame and confufion for what had happened; but foon 
perceived the was dead, ver. 28. took up her dead body, which 
we may fuppofe had all over it marks of the hands, the blows, 
and other abufes fhe had received. On this fad occafion, he» 
waved his purpofe of going to Shiloh, and went direétly home.- 
He that went out in hopes to return rejoicing, came in again 
melancholy and difconfolate ; fat down and confidered, Ts this 
an injury fit to be paffed by ? He cannot call for fire from hea- 
ven to confume the meit of Gibeah, as thofe angels did, who 


/ were after the fame manner infulted"by the Sodomites. There 
| was no kihg in Tfrael, nor (for ought appears) any fanhedrim 
his having too clofe a regard to what Lot did in the like cafe; | ; e fr 


or great council to appeal to, and demand juftice from. Phi- 
nchas is high ptieft; but he attends elofely tothe "bufinefs of 


\ 


- 


the fanétuary, and will be no judge or divider. “He has there- 


fore no other way left him but to appeal’ to the people + “Let 
the Community be judge. ‘Though they had no general ‘tated 
affembly of all ‘the tribes, yet it is probable each tribe had a 
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and fully in his own thoughts, 


‘? 
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Chap. XX, 


meeting of their chiefs within itfelf To each of the tribes, 


> 


in their refpective mectings, he fent, by {pecial meflengers, a 
remonttrance of the wrong that was done him, in all its aggra- 
vating circumftantes, and with it a piece of his wife’s dead bo- — 
dy, ver. 29. both to confirm the truth of the ftory, and to af. 


fect them the more with it. _ He divided it into twelve pieces, 


according to the bones, {o fome read it, i. 2. by the joints; fend- | 
ing one to each tribe, even to Benjamin among the reft, in — 
hopes fome among them would have been moved to join in | 
punifhing fo great a villany, and the more warmly, becaufe com. | 


mitted by fome of their own. tribe. 


It did indeed look very 
barbarous, thus to mangle a dead bed 


» Which having~been fo 


wretchedly difhonoured ought to have been decently interred. | 
But the Levite defigned hereby, {1.] To reprefent their bar- | 


barous ufage of his wife, whom they had better have cut in 
pieces thus, than ufe as they did. {2.] To exprefs his own 
paflionate concern, and, thereby to excite the like in them. 
And it had the defired effe@.. All that faw the pieces of 
the dead body, and were,told how the ‘Matter was, exprefled 
the fame fentiments upon it. (1.) That the men of Gibeah 
had been guilty of a very, heinous, piece of wickednefs, the like 
to which had never-been known before.in AIfrael, ver..30. It 
was a-complicated crime, loaded and blackened with all. pof- 
fible apgravations. | They were not fuch fools as to make a 
mock at this fin, or ‘to turn the ftory off with a jeft, (2.) 
‘That 2 general aflembly of all Hrael fhould be -called, to de- 
bate what was fit-to be done for the punifhment. of this wick. 
ednefs, that a flop might be put to this threatening inuadation 
of debauchery, and the. wrath of God might not be poured 
upon the whole nation for it. It is mot a.common cafe; and 


‘therefore they {tir up one another to. come together upon the 


occafion, with this, Confider of it, take advice, and jpeak your 
minds, We have here the three great rules by which they that 
fit in-council ought to. go in every arduous affair. Er.] Let 
every man retire into himfelf, and weigh the matter impartially 
and ferioufly and calmly confi- 
der it, without prejudice’ on either fide, before he {peaks to it. 
[2.] Let them freely talk it over, and every man ‘take advice 
of his friend, know his opinion, with his reafons, and weigh 
them. [3.] Then let every man fpeak his mind and give his 
vote according to his confcience. In multitude of fuch coun- 
fellors there is fafety. 5 


Tansee ee TE AP KK: 
Tato the book of the wars of the Lord, the Srory of this chap- 
ter muft be-brought: but it looks as fad and uncomforta- 


ble as any article in all that hifory ; for there is nothing | 


© an it that looks in the leaf bright or pleafant, Lut the pi- 
ous seal of Ifrael againfi the wickedne/s of the men of Gi- 
beab, which made it on their fide a juft and holy war ; 
but otherwife, the obftinacy of the Benjamites, in proted- 
ang thew eriminals, which was the Soundation of the war; 
the vaft loft which the Ifraclites fuftained in carrying on 
the war ; and though the righteous caufe was vidorious 
at lat, yer the iffuing of the war, in the almoff utter ex- 
“rpation of the tribe of Benjamin, makes tt from firft to 
taft melancholy. And yet this happened foon afier the glo- 
rious fetilement of Lfrael in the land of promfe; upon which 
one would have expeted every thing to be profperous and 
ferene. In this chapter we have, 1.. The Levite’s caufe 
heard in a general convention of the tribes, ver. 1,-~7. 
Ll. An unanimous refolve to avenge his quarrel upon the 
men of Gibeah, ver. 8,—11. IL. The Benjamites: ap- 
pearing in defence of the criminals, ver.12,—17.. 1V. 
The defeat of Ifrael in the Firft and fecond days battle, ver: 
38,—25. V.. Their humbling themfelves before Gud. 


PU Dee Bs 


_ fent and.agreement, as it were, 


TQx 


upon that occafion, ver, 26,--28. V1.The total rout 
they gave the Benfamies in be third engagement, by @ 
Siratagem, by thich they were all cytrof, except fix hun- 
dred men, ver. 29,—48. And all ibis the effect of the in- 
digmities done 10 one poor Levite and bis wifes Lo ditile 
do they that do iniguily confider what will be in the end 
thereof. ‘ 
"EF HEN all the children of Ifraek went out,, 
fe and the congregation was gathered toge- 
ther, as one man, from Dan even to Beer-the- 
ba, with the land of Gilead, unto the Lorp in 
Mizpeh. 2 And the chief of all the people, e-. 
ven of all the tribes of Itael, prefented them- 
felves in the aflembly of the people of God, four 
hundred thoufand footmen that drew fword. 
3 (Now the children of Benjamin heard that 
the children of Irael were gone upto Mizpeh.), 
Then faid the children of Hrael, Tell as, how 
was this wickedne{s; 4 And the Leyite, the 
hufband of the woman that was flain, anfwer- 
ed and faid, I came unto Gibeah, that belongeth 
to Benjamin, I and my concubine, to lodge. 
5 And the nen of Gibeah rofe againft me, and 
befet the houfe round about upon me by night,. 
and thought to have flainme : and my concus 
bine have they forced, that fhe is dead. 6 And 
I took my concubine, and cut her in pieces, and 


| fent herthroughout all the country. of the in-. 


heritance of Ifrael: for they have committed ' 
Jewdnefs and folly in Hrael.. 7 Behold, ye are 


all children of Ifrael, give here your advice and “ 


counfel. -8 € And all the people arofe as one 
man, faying, We will. not any.of us go to his. 
tent, neither will we any of ws turn into his. 
houfe. 9 But now this /hali be the thing which 
we will do to Gibeah, we will go up by lot aa" 
gainft it: 10 And we will take ten. men. of an 


hundred throughout all the tribes of Ifrael, and | 


an hundred of a thoufand, and a thoufand out . 
of ten thoufand, to fetch victual for the people, 


_ that they may do, when. they come to Gibeah 


of Benjamin, according to all the folly that 
they have wrought in Lfrael. 11 So all the: 
men of Ifrael were gathered. againft. the CH}, 
knit together as one man. 

Here is, 1, A general meeting of all the congregation of It 
rael, to examine the matter concerning the. Levite’s concubine,, 
and to confider. what was to be done /Mpon it, ver. d5.2.. It. 


- doth not appear, that they. were fummoned. by. the authority of 


any one common head; but they came. together by. the con-- 
of. one common heart,. fired. 
with a holy zeal for the honour of God and Ifrael.. (1.) The: 


| Place of their meeting was. Mizpeh: they gathered together. 
unto the Lord there :. for Mizpeh was very near. to- Shiloh,, 


that their encampment might very well be fuppofed. to reach 


' from Mizpeh to. Shilohs. \Shileh was a.fmall town ; and theres- 


fore, when there was a general: meeting. of the people to pre 
fent 


‘ 


1. OD 


fent themfelves before God, they chofe Mizpeh for their head- 
quarters, which was the next adjoining city of note; perhaps 
ecaufe they were not willing to’ give that trouble to Shiloh, 
which fo great an aflembly would occafion ; it being the refi- 
denée of the priefts that attended the tabernacle. ~ (2.) The 
perfons that met were all Ifrael, from Dan (the city very lately 
{o called, chap. xviii. 29.) in the north, to Beer-fheba in the 
fouth, with the land of Gilead, #, e. the tribes on the other fide 
Jordan; all as one man ; fo unanimous were they in their con- 
cern for the public good. _Here was an affembly of the peo- 
-ple of God; not a conyocation of the Levites and priefts, 
though a Levite was the’ perfon principally concerned in the 
caufe 3-but an aflembly of the people, to whom the Levite re- 
ferred himfelf with an Appello populum. The people of God 
aere four hundved thoufand footmen that drew fword; 7. e. were 
armed and difciplined and fit for fervice ; and fome of them 
perhaps fuch as had known the wars of Canaan, Judg. ii. 1. 
Tn this ailembly of all Ifrael, the chief (or corners) of the peo- 
ple (for rulers are the corner-{tones of the people, that keep 
all together) prefented themfelves as the reprefentatives of the 
-reft: they rendered themfelves at their refpective pofts, at the 
head of the thoufands and hundreds, the fifties and tens, over 
which they prefided: for fo much order and government, we 
-may fuppofe at leaft, they had among them, though they had 
no general, or commander in chief. So that here was, eee 
A general congtefs of the ftates for counfel: The chief of the 
people prefented themfelves to lead and direé in this affair. 
-[2.] A general rendezvous of the militia for action ; all that 
drew fword, and were men of war, ver. 17. not hirelings, or 
-_prefied men, but the beft freeholders, that went at their own ~ 
charge. Ifrael was above fix hundred thoufand, when they 
came into Canaan; and we have reafon to think they were at 
this time much increafed, rather than diminifhed ; but then all 
between twenty and fixty were military men; now we may 
fuppofe more than the one half exempted from bearing arms, 
to hufband the Jand; fo that thefe were as the trained bands. 
~ The militia of the two tribes and a half were forty thoufand, 

‘Jofh. iv. 13. but the tribes were many more. 
2. Notice given to the tribe of Benjamin of this meeting, 


75 


ver. 3. They heard that the children of Ifrael were gone up to 
Mizpeh. Probably they had legal fummons fent them, to ap- 


pear with ,their brethren, that the caufe might be fairly deba- 
ted, before any refolutions were taken up upon it, and fo the 
-mifchiefs that followed would have been happily prevented. 
But the notice they had of this meeting, rather hardened and 
exafperated them, than awakened them to think of the things 
-that belonged to their peace and honour. 
3. A folemn examination of the crime charged upon the 
men of. Gibeah. A very horrid reprefentation of it had been 
-made by the report of the meffengers that were fent to call 
them together: but it was fit it fhould be more clofely inqui- 
red into; becaufe fuch things are often made worfe than real- 
ly they were. A committee therefore was appointed to exa- 
mine the witneffes, (upon oath, no daubt), and to report the 
matter. It is only the teftimony of the Levite himfelf that is 
here recorded: but it is probable his fervant and the old man 
were examined, and gave in their teftimony’s for that more 
than one were éxamined, appears by the original, ver. 3. which 
is, tell ye us; andthe law was, That none fhould be put to 
“death, much lefs fo many, upon the teftimony of one witnefs 
only. ‘The Levite gives a particular account of the matter : 
That,he came inta Gibeah only as a traveller, to lodge there, 
not giving the leaft umbrage of fufpicion that he defigned them — 
any ill turn, ver. 4. That the men of Gibeah, even thofe that 
_ -avere of fubftance among them, that fhould have been a protec- 
tion to the {tranger within their gates, riotoufly fet upon the 


‘ 


he had fent pieces of the mangled body to all the tribes, 


sof 
houfe. where he lodged, 


not for fhame relate. the 
made, chap. xix. 22. 


thought to have flain him. He could” 
demand which they without fhame 
They declared their fin.as Sodom, €-— 
yen the fin of Sodom; but his modelty would not fuffer him to 
repeat it. It was fufficient to fay they would have flain hims 
for he would rather have been flain than have fubmitted to their 
villany : and if they had. got him into their hands, they would 
have abufed him to death 5. witnefs what they had done to his 
concubine ; they have forced her, that fhe is dead, ver. 5. And 
to excite in his countrymen an indignation at this wickednefs, 
which 
bear their teftimony again(t the 
lewdnefs and folly committed in Lfrael, ver. 6. All lewdnefs is 
folly, but efpecially lewdnefs in Iftael ; for them to defile their 
own bodies, who have the honourable feal of the covenant in 
their fleth; for them to defy the divine vengeance, to whom it 
is fo clearly revealed from heaven, Nabal is. their name, and 
folly is with them. He concludes his declaration with an ap- 
peal to the judgment of the court, ver. 7+ Ye are all children of 
Tfrael, and therefore ye know law and judgment, Eth. i. 13. 
Ye are a holy people to God, and have a dread of every thing” 


had fetched them together, to 


_ which will difhonour God, and defile the land: ye are of the 


community, members of the fame body, and therefore likely to 
feel from the diftempers of it: ye are children of Ifrael, that 
ought to take particular care of the Levites, God’s tribe among 
you; and therefore-give here your advice and counfel, what is 
to be done. : ~ eee : 

.4. The refolntion they came to hereupon ; which was, that 
now they were together, they would not difperfe till they had . 
feen vengeance taken upon this wicked city, which was the re- 
proach and fcandal of their nation. Obferve, (1.) Their zeal 
again{t the lewdnefs that was committed. They would not 
return to their houfes, how much foever their families and their 
affairs at-home wanted them, till they had vindicated the ho- 
nour of God and Ifrael, and recovered with their fwords, if it — 


ould not be had otherwife, that fatisfaction for the crime which 


the jultice of the nation called for, ver. 8. By this they fhew- 
ed themfelves children of Ifrael indeed, that they preferred 
the public interefts before their private concerns. (2.) Their 
prudence in fending out a confiderable body of their forces to 
fetch provifions for the ret, ver. 9, 10. one of ten, and he 
chofen by lot, forty thoufand in all, mutt go to their refpective 
‘countries from whence they came, to fetch bread, and other 


‘neceflaries, for the fubfiftence of this great army; for when 
they came from home, they took with them provifions only . 


for a journey to Mizpeh, not for an incampment (which might 
prove long) before Gibeah. ‘This was to prevent their fcat- 
tering to forage for themfelves; which if they had done, it 
would have been hard to get them all together again, efpecially 
all in fo good a mind. . Note, When there appears in people a 
pious zeal for any good work, it is beft to {trike while the iron 
is hot; for fuch zeal is apt to cool quickly, if the profécution 
of it be delayed. Let it never be faid we left that good work 
to be done to-morrow, which we could as well have done to- 
day. (3.) Their unanimity in thefe counfels, and the execu- 


ver. 8. it was one and all; and when it was put in execution, . 
they were nit together as one man, ver. 11. ‘This was their 
glory and ftrength, that the feveral tribes had.no feparate inte- - 
refts when the common good was concerned. © 5 tea 


12 4 And the tribes of Ifrael fent men through 
all the tribe of Benjamin, faying, What wick- 
ednefg is this that is done among you? — 
therefore deliver us the men, t 


Chap. XX 


tion of them. The refolution was voted nemine contradicente, 


you? 13 Now | 


oT 


will be turned away. ; Tigre 
_ 2. The wretched obftinacy and perverfenefs of the men of 


~ 


Sf 
‘Cheapo, 2 


Belial;-which are in Gibeah, that we may put 
them to death, and put away evil from Ifrael. 


ut the children of Benjamin. would not hear- 
ken to the voice of their brethren the children « 


of Ifrael: 14 But the children of Benjamin ga- 


thered themfelves together out of the cities, un- 


‘ ~ to Gibeah, to go out to battle againit the chil- 


dren of Ifrael. - 15 And the children of Benja- 
min were.numbered at that time out of the ci- 


ties, twenty and fix- thoufand men that- drew - 


{word, befide the inhabitants of Gibeah, which 
Were numbered feven hundred chofen men. 


16 Among all this people there were feven 


hundred. chofen men left-handed; every one 
could fling'ftones at an hair-breadth, and not 
‘mifs. 17 And the men of Ifrael, befide Ben- 
jamin, were numbered four hundred thoufand 


men.that drew fword; all thefe were men of 


war," drbte Nas 4 ; ; t 
ts: is nae s : 


Here is, 1. The fair and juft demand which the tribes of 
Ifrael, now incamped, fent to the tribe of Benjamin, to deliver 


up the malefactors of Gibeah to juftice, ver. 12, 13. | If the 
tribe of Benjamin had.come up, as they ought to have done, to 
the affembly, and agreed with them in their refolutions, they 
had had none to deal with .but the men of Gibeah only ; but 


- they, by their abfence, taking part with the criminals, applica- 


tion muft be made to them all. The Ifraelites were zealous 
againft the wickednefs that was.committed ; yet they wete dif 
ereet in their zeal, and did not think it would juftify them in 
falling upon.the whole tribe of Benjamin, unlefs they, by refi- 
fing to give up the criminals, and proteéting them again{t juftice, 
fhould make themfelves guilty ex po/ fao. They defire them 
to confider how’ great the wickednefs was that was committed, 
‘ver. 12, and that it was done among them ; and. how necefla- 
ry it was:therefore that they fhould either punith the malefac- 
tors with death themfelves, according to the law of Mofes, or 
deliver them up-to this general affembly, to be fo much, the 


_ more publicly and folemnly puitifhed, that evil might’be put a- 
way from Ifrael, the national guilt removed, the infection {top-. 


_ ped. by cutting \off the gangrened part, and national judgments 
prevented; for the fin was fo very like that of the Sodomites, 
‘that they might jutly fear, if they did not punifh it, God would 


_ vain hail from heaven upon them, as he did, not only upon So- 
dom, but the ‘neighbouring cities. If the Ifraelites had not 
: made. this reafonable demand, they. would have had much more 


reafon to lament the following defolations of Benjamin. All 
methods of accommodation muft be ufed before we go to war, 


or gotolaw. The demand was like that of Joab’s to Abel, 
2 Sam. xx. 20; 21. - Only deliver up the traitor, and we will, 
‘Jay down ‘our arms. On thefe terms, and no other, God will 


be at peace with us, that we part with our fins, that we mor- 
tify and crucify our lufts, and then all fhall be well; his anger 


Benjamin, who feem to have been-as unanimous and zealous in 
their refolutions to {tand by the criminals, as the reft of the 


~ tribes were to punith them; fo little fenfe had-they of their ho- 
3 es ay ; a es 
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nour, duty, and intere{t. ~ . 


1, They were fo prodigioufly vile as to patronize the wic- 
’ goer . ’ . f e . 
Aednefs that ‘was committed. They would. not hearken to the 


dice of their brethren, vet. 13. either becaufe they of that tribe 


‘? 


Vor. I. 


% 
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were generally more: vicious and debauched at this time than 


the rett.of the tribes, and therefore would not bear to have that 


punithed ia other’ which they knew themfelves guilty of. Some 
of the. moft fruitful and pleafant parts of Canaan fell to the lot 
of this tribe; their land, like that of Sodom, was as the garden 
of the Lord, which perlaps helped to make the inhabitants, like 
the men of Sodom, wicked, and fanners before the Lard exceed- 
ingly, Gen. xiii. 19, 13. Or becanfe (as Bifhop Patrick fug- 
gelts) they took it ill that the other tribes fhould meddle with 
the concerns of theirs: they would not’do that which they 
knew was their duty, becaufe they were minded of it by their 
brethren, by whom they fcorned to be taught and controlled. If .. 


- there were any wife men among them that would have com- 


plied with the demand made, yet they were overpowered by 


‘the majority, who thus made the crime of the men of Gibeah 


their own. Thus we have fellow/bip with the unfruitful works 
of darknefs, if we fay a confederacy with thofe’ that have, and 
make ourfelyes guilty of other mens fins, by countenancing and 
defending them. _It feems there is no caufe fo bad but it will 
find fome patrons, fome advocates to appear for it; but qo ée 
to thofe by whom fuch offences come. . Thofe will have a great 
deal to anfwer for that obftruét the courfe of neceflary juftice, 
and ftrengthen the hands of the wicked, by faying, O wicked 
man, thou fhalt not die. % ! 

2dly, They were fo prodigioufly vain and prefamptuous as to 
make head againft the united force of all Ifracl. Sure never 
men were fo wretchedly infatuated as they were, when they 
took up arms, in oppofition, (1.) To fo good a canfe as Ifrael 
had. . How could they expeé to profper when they fought a- 
gainft'juftice, and confequently-againft the jut God himfelf? 
again{t them that had the high prieft and the divine oracle on 
their fide, and fo aéted in downright rebellion again{t the facred 
and fupreme authority of the nation ?. (2.) To {0 great a force 
as Ifrael had. ‘The difproportion of their numbers was much 
greater than that, Luke xiv. 31, 32. where he that had but 
ten thoufand durft not meet him that came againft him with 
twenty thoufand, and therefore defired conditions of peace. — 
There the enemy was but two to one, here aboye fifteen to 
one; yet they defpifed conditions of peace. All the forces 
they could bring into the. field was but twenty-fix thonfand 
men, befides feven hundred men of Gibeah, ver. 1 5-3 yet with 
thefe they will dare to face four hundred thoufand men of If- 
rael, ver. 17. Thusdinners are infatuated to their own ruin, 
and provoke him to jealoufy who is infinitely ftronger than they, 
1 Cor. x. 22. But it should feem they depended upon the 
{kill of their men to make up what was wanting in numbers, 
efpecially a regiment of flingers, feven hundred men, who, 
though left-handed, were fo dexterous at flinging ftones, that 


they would not be a hair’s-breadth befide their mark, ver. 16. 


But thefe good markfmen were véry much out in their aim 
when they efpoufed this ill caufe. Benjamin fignifies the fon of 
the right-hand ; yet we find his pofterity left-handed. ° 
18 ¢ And the children of Ifrael arofe, and 
went up to the houfe of God, and afked coun- 
fel of God, and faid, Which of us fhall go up 
firit to the battle againft the children of Ben~ 
jamin? Aud the Lorn faid, Judah hall go up 
firft. 19 And the children of Irael rofe up in 


the morning, and incamped againit Gibeah. 


20 And the men of Ifrael went out to battle a- 


~ gainft, Benjamin,.and the men of Hrael put 


themfelves in array to fight againit them at 
Gibeah. 21 And the children of Benjamin 
i all came 
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came forth out of Gibeab, and. defroyed down 
to the ground of the Ifraelites that day, twen- 
ty and two thoufand men. 22 And the peo- 
ple, the men of Ifrael, encouraged themfelves, 
and fet their battle again in array, in the place 
where they put themfelves in array the firlt 
day. 23 (And the children of Hrael went up 
and wept before the Lorp until even, and aik- 
ed counfel of the Lorp, faying, Shall 1 go up 
again to battle againft the children of Benja- 
min my brother? And the Lorn faid, Go up 
againft him.) 24 And the children of Ifrael 
came near againft the children of Benjamin the 
fecond day. 25 And Benjamin went forth a- 
gainft them out of Gibeah the fecond day, and 
_deftroyed down to the ground of the children 
of Ifrael again, eighteen thoufund men; all thefe 
drew the fword. ° 


We have here the defeat of the men of Lfrael in their firft 
and fecond battle with the Benjamites. 


1. Before their firft engagement, they afked counfel of God _ 


concerning the order of their battle, and were directed, and 
yet they were forely beaten. They did not think it was pro- 
per to afk of God, Whether they fhould go up at all againtt 
Benjamin? the cafe was plain enough; the men of Gibeah 
muft be punifhed for their wickednefs, and they mutt do it, or 
it will not be done; but, Who fhall go ficlt, ver. 18.3 that ts, 
who fhall be general of our army? For which foever tribe was 
appointed to go firlt, the prince of that tribe mutt be looked up- 
on as commander in chief of the whole body ; for if they had 
meant it of the order of their march only, it had been proper 
to have afked, Who fhall go next? and then, Who next? But 
if they know that Judah mutt go firft, they know they mutt all 
obferve the orders of the prince of that tribe. This honour 
was done to Judah, becaufe our Lord Jefus was to {pring from 
that tribe, who was in all things to have the pre-eminence. 
The tribe that went up firft had the moft honourable pott, 
but withal the moft dangerous, and probably loft moft in the 


engagement, Who would ftrive for precedency that fees the 


peril of it? 

Yet, though Judah, that {trong and valiant tribe, gocs up 
firft, and all the tribes.of Ifrael attend them, Atle Benjamin 
(fo he is called, Pfal.Ixvili. 27.) is too hard for them ‘all.’ 
The whole army lays fiege to Gibeah, ver. 19. ‘The Benja- 


mites advance to raife the fiege, and the army prepares to give — 


them a warm reception, ver. 20. turns upon them to fight them, 
ver. 20. But between the Benjamites that attacked them in 
the front with incredible fury, and the men of Gibeah that fal- 
lied out upon their rear they were put into confufion, and loft 
twenty-two thoufand men, ver. 21. Here were no prifoners 
taken 5 for there was no quarter given, but all put to the 
iword. — Bs ‘ 

2. Before the fecond engagement, they again a/Red coun/el 


of God,.and more folemnly than before; for they qwepé before -f 


the Lord uniil even, ver. 23. lamenting the lofs of fo many brave 
men, efpecially as it was a token of God’s difpleafure, and 
would give occafion to. the Benjamites to triumph in the fuccefs 
oftheir wickednefs. Alfo at this time they did not afk, Who 
fhould go up firth? but,, Whether they fhould go up at all? 
They intimate a reafon why they fhould fcruple is, efpecially 


new Providence hac frowned. upon them, becaufe Benjamin was . 
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row I will.deliver. them ito thine hand. 
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their brother ; and a readinefs to Jay down their arms, if God 
fhould fo order them. 
attempt. ‘I‘hovgh Benjamin was their brother, be was a gan- 
grened member of their body, and mutt be cut off. Upon this 


the forces of the rebels, in the fame place where the former 
battle was fought, ver. 22. in hopes to retrieve their credit up- 
on the fame fpot of ground where they had loft it ; which they 
would not fuperftitioufly change, as if there were any thing un- > 
lucky in'the place ; but they were this fecond time repulfed, 
with the lofs of eighteen thoufand men, ver. 25. The former 
day’s lofs, and this, amounted to forty thoufand ; which was 
juft a tenth part of the whole army, and the fame number that 
they had drawn out by lot to fetch viduals, ver. 10. They 
decimated themfelves for that fervice, and now God again de- 
cimated them for the flaughter. ce 24 
But what fhall we fay to thefe things, that fo juft and ho- 
nourable a caufe fhould thus be put to the worft once and a- 


they not his commiffion? what! and yet mifcarry thus }-(1.) 
God’s judgments are a great deep, and his way is in the fea. 
Clouds and darkne/s are often round about him; but judgment 
and juftice are always the habitation of his throne. We may be 
fure of the righteoufnefs, when we cannot fee the reafons of 
God’s proceedings. {2.) God would hereby shew them, and 
us in them, that the race is not to the fwift, nor the battle to the 
Jirong ; that numbers are not to be confided in, which perhaps - 
the ifraelites did with too much affurance. We mult never 
lay that weight on an arm of flefh, which the rock of ages, on- 
ly will bear. (3.) God defigned hereby to correét Ifrael for 
theit fins. They did well to thew fuch a zeal againit the wic- 
kednefs of Gibeah; but were there not with them, even with 
them, fins againft the Lord their God ? Thofe muft be mad¢ to 
know their own iniquity, that ase forward in condemning the 
iniquity of others. Some think it was a rebuke to them, for 
not witnefling again{t the idolatry of Micah, and the Danites,.. 
by which their religion was corrupted, as they now did againft 
the lewdnefs of Gibeah and the Benjamites, by which the pub- 
lic peace was difturbed ; though God had particularly ordered 
them to levy war upon idolaters, Deut. xii, 12. (4) Ged 
would hereby teach us, not to think it ftrange, if a good caufe 


\ 


the fuccefs of it. The interefts of grace in the heart, and of 
religion in the world, may be foiled, and faffer great lofs, and 


to victory at laft. Véincimur in pralio, fed non in bella. Right 
may fall, but it fhall arife. ; Leaene “ ay ee 


26 | Then all the children of iGael: | dnd: 


And Ifrael fet liers. in. wait round about: 


i 


Chap. XX. 


“hea. 


God bid them go up, he allowed the - 


they encouraged themfelves, perhaps more in their own {trength, _ 
than in the divine commiflion, and made a fecond attempt upon - 


o 


gain? Were they not fighting God’s battles againft fin? Had 


go by the worlt for a while, nor to judge of the merits of it by ~ 
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feem to be quite run down; but judgment will be brought forth Sy 


os 


the firft battle. 


Chap. xx. 
beah. 30 And the children of Iftael werlt up 


againft the children of Benjamin on the third 
day, and put themfelves in array againft Gibe- 


‘ah, ‘as at other times. _ 31 And the childten of 


Benjamin went out againft the people, and 
were drawn away from the city, and they be- 
gan to {mite of the people, azd kill as at other 
times, in the high-ways, of which one goeth 
up to the houfe of God, and the other to Gi- 
beah in. the field, about thirty men of Ifrael. 
32 And the children of Benjamin faid, They 


_ are {mitten down before us as at the firft. But 


the children of Ifrael faid, Let us flee, and 
draw them from the city, unto the high-ways. 
33 And all the men of Ifrael rofe- up out of 
their place, and put themfelves in array at Baal- 


_ tamar: and the liers in wait of Ifrael came forth 


out of their places, even out of the meadows 
_of Gibeah. 34 And. there came againft Gi- 


Deah ten thoufand chofen men out of all If. 


rael, and the battle was fore: but they knew 
- not that evil was near them. 
Lorp {mote Benjamin before Ifrael: and the 
children of Ifrael deftroyed of the Benjamites 
that day twenty and five thoufand and an hun- 
dred men; all thefe drew the fword. 36 So 
‘the children of Benjamin faw that they were 


_ mitten: for the men of Ifrael gave place to the 


Benjamites, becaufe they, trufted unto the liers 


~ im wait which they had fet befide Gibeah. 37 


And the liers in wait hafted, and rufhed upon 
Gibeah, and the liers in wait drew them/elves 
along, and fimote all the city with the edge of 
the fword. 38 Now there was an appointed 
fign between the men of Ifrael and the liers in 
wait, that they fhould make a great flame with 


fmoke to rifé up out of the city. 39 And 


-when the men of Ifrael retired in the battle, 
Benjamin began to fmite aid kill of the men 
“of Irael about thirty perfons; for they faid, 
-Surely:they are {mitten down before us, as in 
th 40 But when the flame began 
to atife up out of the city, witha pillar of fmoke, 
the Benjamites looked behind them, and-be- 
hold, the flame of the city afcended up to hea- 
ven. 41 And when the men_ of Ifrael turned 
“again; the men of Benjamin were amazed: for 
they faw that evil was come upon them... 42 
- Therefore they turned ¢heir backs before the 


men of Ifrael, unto the way of the wildernefs,. 
_ but the battle overtook them: and them which 
came out of the. cities, they deftroyed in the 
midft of them. 43 Thus they inclofed the Ben- 
_ jamites round about, avd chafed them, and } 
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trode thern down with eafe over againft Gibeah 
toward the fun-rifing. 44 Aid there fell of 
Benjamin eighteen thoufand men; all thefe were 
men of valour. 45 ‘And they turned and fled 
toward the wildernefs, unto the rock of Rim: 
mon: and they gleaned of them in‘ the high- 
ways five thouland men, and purfued hard’after 
them unto Gidom, and flew two thoufand men 
of them. 46 So that all which fell that day 
of Benjamin, were tweaty and five thoufand 
men that drew the fword; all thefe were men 
of valour. 47 But fix hundred men turned and 
fled to the wildernefs unto the rock Rimmon, 
and abode in the rock Rimmon four months. 
48 And the men of Ifrael turned again upon the 
children of Benjamin, and fmote them with the 
edge of the fword, as well the men of every Cl= 
ty, as the beaft, and all that came to hand: 
alfo they fet on fire all the cities that they 
came to. 4 


We have here a fall account of the complete victory which 
the Hraelites obtained over the Benjamites ia the third engages 
ment. The righteous caufe was victorious at lait, when the 


managers of it amended what had been amifS; for when a ~ 


good caufe faffers, it is for want of good management, Ob- 
st then how the victory was obtained, and how it was pure 
ued. ~ “idy F 

1. How the victory was obtained. Two things they had 
trufted too mach to in the former engagements ; the goodhefs 
of their caufe, and the fuperiority of their numbers. It was true, 
that they had both right and ftrength on their fide, which were 
great advantages. But they depended too much upon them, to 
the negle& of thofe duties, which now, this third time, when 
they fee their error, they apply themfelves to. 

if, ‘They were then fo confident of the goodnefs of theit 
caufe, that they thought it needlefs to addrefs themfelves to 
God for his prefenice and blefling. They took that for grant- 


ed nay, perhaps they concluded, that he owed them his fa- 


vour, and could not in juftice with-hold, fince it was in defence 
of virtue that they appeared; and took up arms. But God ha- 
ving fhewed then, that he was under no obligation to fucceed 


‘their interprife ; that heneither needed them, nor was tied to thems 


that they werd more indebted to him for the honour of being 
minitters of his juftice, than he to them for the fervice; now 
they became humble petitioners for fuccefs. Before they only 
confulted God’s oracle, Who fhall go up fir ? and, Shall we 
go up? But now they implored his favour, fatted and prayed, 
and offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, ver. 26. to make 
am atonement for fin and’an acknowledgment of their depend- 
ence upon God, and as an éxpreflion of their defire towards 
him. We cannot expect the prefence of God with us, unlefs 
we thus feck it in the way he has appointed. ~ And when they 
were in this frame, and thus fought the Lord, then he not on- 


- ly ordered them to-go up againft the Benjamites the third time, 


but gave them a promife of victory: To-morrow I will deliver 

them into thine hand, ver. 28. ds. aed 
2dly, They were then fo confident of the greatnefs of their 
ftrength, that they thought it needlefs to ufe any art, to lay any 
ambuth, er form a ftratagem, not doubting but to conquet them 
purely by ftrong hand; but now they faw it was requifite to 
ule fome policy, as if they had an enemy to deal with them that 
Bb2 had 
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had been fuperior ih number. Accordingly they fet liers in 
wait, ver. 29. and gained their point, as their fathers did be- 
fore Ai, Jofh. viii: {tratagems of that kind being moft likely to 
take effect after a previous defeat, which has flufhed the ene- 
my, and ‘made the pretended “flight the lefs fufpected. ‘The 
management of this artifice is here very largely defcribed. The 
aflurance God had given them of fuccefs in this day’s action, 
inffead of making them remifs and prefumptuous, fet all heads 
and hands on work for the effe€ting of what God had promi- 
fed. -Obferve the methcd they took. The body of the army 


faced the city of Gibeah, as they had done before, advancing . 


towards the gates, ver. 30. The. Benjamites, the body of 
whofe army was now quartered in Gibeah, fallied out upon 
them, charged them with great bravery. The befiegers gave 
back, took on them to retire with precipitation, as if their hearts 
failed them upon the fight of the Benjamites ; which they were 
willing to believe, who proudly conceited, that, by their former 
fuccefs, they had made themfelves very formidable. Some lofs 
the Ifraelites fuftained in this counterfeit flight; about thirty 
men were cut off in their rear, ver. 31, 39. But when the 
Benjamites were all drawn out of the city, the ambufh feized 
the city, ver. 37. gave a fignal to the body of the army, ver. 
38, 40. which immediately turned upon them, ver. 41. and it 
fhould feem, another confiderable party, that was pofted at 
Baal-tamar; came upon them at the fame time, ver. 33. So 
that the Benjamites were quite’ furrounded, which put them 
into the greateft confternation that could be. © Senfe of guilt 
now difheartened them; and the higher their hopes had been- 
raifed, the more grievous was this confufion. At firft the battle 
was fore, ver. 34. \ The Benjamites laid about them with fu- 
ry; but when they faw what a fnare they were drawn into, 
they thought one pair of heels (as we fay ) were worth two pair 
of hands, and they made the beft of their way towards the 
wilderne/s, ver. 42. but in vain, the battle overtook them; and, 
to complete their diftrefs, they which came out of the cities of I/- 
rael, that waited to fee the event of the battle, joined with the 
purfuers, and helped to cut them off. Every man’s hand was 
again{t them. 


, Obferve, in this ftory, (1-) That the Benjamites, in the be-_ 


ginning of the batile, were confident that the day was their 
own: They are fmitten down beforeus, ver. 32, 39. Some- 
times God fuffers wicked men to be lifted up in fucceffes and 
hopes, that their fall may be the-forer. See how fhort their 
joy is, and their triumphing but for a moment. Let not him 
that girdeth on the harnefs boaft, except he has reafon to boaft 
in God. (2.) Evil.was near them, and they did not know 
it, ver. 34. But, ver.’ 41. they faw, when it was too late to 
prevent it, chat -evil was come upon them. What evils may at 
any time be near us, we cannot tell; but the lefs they are fear- 
ed, the heavier they fall; finners will not be.perfuaded to fee 
evil near them; but how dreadful. will it be when it comes, 
and there is no efcaping, 1 Thef.v. 3. (3.)Though the men 
of Ifrael played their parts fo well in this engagement, yet the 
vidtory is afcribed to God, ver. 35. The Lord /mote Benjamin 
before I/rael. The battle was his, and fo was the fuccefs. (4.) 
They trode down the men of Benjamin with cafe, when God 
fought again{t them, ver. 43. 
upon thofe who have made God their enemy. See Mal. iv. 3. 
2. How the victory was profecuted and improved, in a mi- 
Sitary execution done upon thefe finners againft their own fouls, 


(1.) Gibeah itfelf was deftroyed in the farft place, that neft of. 


» lewduefs. The ambufh that entered the city by furprife, drew 
 themfelves along, 1, ¢. difperfed themfelves into the feveral parts 


of it; which they might eafily do, now all the men of war. 


were fallied out, and very prefumptuoufly left it defencelefs ; 
and they {mote all they found, eyen women and children, with 


r 
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. fand, ver. 45. 


“manner. cut off. It is eafy likewife to im 


_know not what will be in the end thereof. ‘The eternal ruin : 
fouls will be worfe, and more fearful than all thefe defolations =~ 


It is an eafy thing to trample _ 


7S" 


Chap. XXL 


7 5 Nat Po ee 
the fword, ver. 37. and fet fire to the city, ver. 40. Sin brings - 
ruin upon cities. _ (2.) The army in the field was quite routed 
and cut off, eighteen thoufand men df valour laid dead upon 
the fpot, ver. 44. (3.) Thofe that efcaped from the field were 
purfued and cut off in their flight, to the number of feven thou- 
It is to no purpofe to think of: outrunning’ di. 
vine vengeance. Evil purfues finners, and it will overtake them. 
(4.) Even they that: tarried at home were involved in the ruin. 
They det their word devour for-ever, not confidering that it 
avould be bitterne/s in the latter end, as fbner pleads long after, 
when he was at the head of an army of Benjamites, probably 
with an eye to this very ftory, 2 Sam. ii. 25, 26. ‘They put 
to the {word all that breathed, and fet fire to al/ the cities, ver. 
48. So that of all the tribe of Benjamin, for ought appears, 
there remained none alive but fix hundred men that took fhel- 


_ ter.in the rock Rimmon, and lay clofe there four months, ver. 


47. Now, [1.] I: is hard to juftify this feverity, as it was 
Ifrael’s a&t. The whole tribe of Benjamin was culpable; but. 
muft they therefore be ufed as devoted Canaanites? ‘That it 


was done in the heat.of war; that this was the way of profe- - 


cuting viétories, which the fword of Ifrael had been accuftom- 


ed to; that the Ifraelites were extremely exafperated againft ~ 
the Benjamites for the flaughter they had made among them Ls 


the two former engagements, will go but a little way to excufe 


the cruelty of this execution. Itis true, they had fworn, that 
whofoever did not come up to Mizpeh, fhould be put to death, 
chap. xxis 5. But that, if it were a juftifiable oath, yet ex- 
tended only to the men of war; the reft were not expected to 


come. Yet, [2.] It is eafy to juftify the hand of God im it.. ~ 


Benjamin had finned againft him, and God had threatened,. 
that if they forgot him; they fhould peri/h as the nations that 
were before them perifhed, Deut. viii. 20. who were all in this _ 
rove it, for warning” 
againft the beginnings of fin; they are lke the letting forth of 
water, therefore leave it off before it be meddled with; for we 


of atribe. This affair of Gibeah is twice fpoken off by the 
prophet Hofea, ‘as the beginning of the corruption of Iraely _ 
and a pattern tovall that followed, chap. ix.9. They have- 
deeply corrupted themfelves, as in the days of Gibeah ; and:chap.. 
Xe 
ded, that the battle in Gibeah againft 'the children of iniquity dic 


not, t. é» did not at firft overtake them.. 
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The is of the tribe of Benjamin, we read of in the foregoing 


chapter; now here we have, 1. The. lamentation which Irael~ 


made over the/e ruins, veré 1,—4, 6,15. IL. Lhe provifion 


they made for the repair of them out of the fix hundred men: 
that efcaped ; for whom they procured wives, (1.) Of the vir~ 
gins of Fabe/b-gilead, when they defiroyed that city for not. 
Jending in to the general rendewvous, ver. 5) '7,—14. (2.). 


Cus 


+ 


Thou haft finned from the days of Gibeah ; and it is ad- 


Of the daughters of Shiloh, ver. 16—25. And fo-thismelan- > _ 


choly flory concludes. : afin 
~ TOW the men of Hrael had fwormin Mi 


Sk 


. 


aS = ae 
a oe 


peh, faying, There fhall not any of Ried 3 


pive his daughter unto Benjamin:to wife. 2 9 
_ And the people came to the houfe of God; and. 


abode there till even before God, and liftup. = 


their voices, and wept fore: 3 And faid,O Lorp~ 


God of Ifrael, why is this come 'to pafs in Ifrael,’ 


| that there fhould be to-day one tribe lackingin. 
' Ifrael?, 4-And it came to pafs on the morrow,. ‘ 


\ atom a eas a ee 


Chap. XXT._ 


that the people rofe early, and built there an 
altar, and offered burnt-offerings and peace-of- 
ferings. .5 And the children of Irael faid, Who 
is there among all the tribes of Ifrael, that came 
not up with the congregation unto the Lorp? 
for they had made a great oath concerning him 
that came not up to the Loan to Mizpeh, fay- 
ing, He fhall furely be put to death. 6 And 
the children of Ifrael repented them for Ben- 
Jamin their brother, and faid, There is one tribe 
cut off from Ifrael this day: 7 How fhall we 
do for wives for them that remain, feeing we 
have {worn by the Lorp, that we will not give 

__ them of our daughters to wives? 8 4] And they 
~ faid, What one ‘is there of the tribes of Ifrael, 
that came not up to Mizpch tothe Lorp? And 
behold, there came none to the camp from Ja- 
befh-gilead to the aflembly. 9 For the people 
were numbered, and behold, there were none 


yeouD 


of the inhabitants of Jabeth-gilead there. 10 


And the congregation fent thither twelve thou- 
fand men of the valianteft, and commanded 
them, faying, Go and {mite the inhabitants of 
. Jabeth-gilead with.the edge of the fword, with 
the women and the ‘children. xt And this is 
_ the thing that ye fhall do, ye hall utterly de- 
{troy every male, and every woman that hath 
lien‘ by man. ‘12 And they found among the 
‘inhabitants of Jabeth-gilead, four hundred young 
“virgins that had known no man by lying with 
any male: and they brought them unto the 
eamp to Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan. 
13 And the whole congregation fent /ome to 


<' fpeak tothe children of Benjamin that were in 


- the rock Rimmon, and to call peaceably unto 
them. 14 And Benjamin came. again at that 
time; and they gave them wives which they 
had faved alive of the women of J abeth-gilead : 

~and yet fo they fufficed. them not. 15 And 
the people repented them for Benjamin, becaufe 
that the Lorp had made a: breach in the tribes 
of Ifrael.. ee : 

We may obferve in thefe verfes, - = , 

1. The: mighty zeal which the Ifraelites had expreffed a- 
gainft.the wickednefs of the men of Gibeah, as it was counte- 
nanced by.the tribe of Benjamin. Occafion is here given to 

~ mention two inftances of their zeal on this occafion, which we 
did not meet with before. = 
thering together, and was waiting for a full houfe before they 
would proceed, they bound themfelves with the great execra- 
tion, which they called the cherem, utterly to deftroy all thofe' 

_- cities that fhould not fend in their reprefentatives, and their 
quota of men upon: this .occafion ; .or.hadfentenced them to 
that curfe who fhould thus refufe, ver. 5. for they would look, 
upon fuch refufers, as having no indignation at the crime com- 
" mitted; no concern for the fecuring of the nation from God’s: 


# 


~ was well begun. 


if, While the general convention of the {tates was in ga-.- 
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judgments by the adminiftration of juttice, nor any regard to 
the authority of a common confent, by which they were fum- 
moned to meet. 

2dly, When they were met, and had heard the caufe, they 
made another folemn oath that none of vail the thoufands of 
Ifrael, then prefent, nor any of thofe whom they reprefented, 
(not-mtending to bind their pofterity); fhould, if they could 
help it, marry a daughter to a Benjamite, ver! 1. This was 
made an article of the war; not with any defign to” extirpate 
the tribe, but becaufe in general they would treat them, who 
were then ators and abbettors of this villany in all refpetts, as 
they treated the devoted nations of Canaan, whom they were 
not only obliged to deftrey, but. with whom they were forbid- 
den to marry; and becaufe in pardcular they judged them un- 
worthy to match with a daughter of Lael, that had been fo 
very barbarous and abufive to one of the tender fex, than which 
nothing could be done more ‘bafe and villainous, nor a more’ 
certain indication, even of a mind perfectly. loft to all honour 
and virtue. We may fuppofe the Levite’s fending the mang-: 

"led pieces of his wife’s body to the feveral tribes, helped very 
much to infpire them with all this fury, and much more than a. 

~bare narrative of the fa&, though never fo well attelted, would” 
have done. So much doth’the eye affect the heart.. 

2. The mighty concern which the Ifraelites did exprefs for: 
the deftruction of the tribe of Benjamin when it was done... 
The tide of their anger at Benjamin’s crime did‘ not run fo 
high and fo {trong before, but the tide of their. grief for Benja- 
min’s deftruction run as high and as ftrong after. They re- 
pented for Benjamin their brother, ver. 6, 15. They did not’ 
repent of their zeal again{t the fin; there is:a holy indignation’ 
againit fin, the fruit of godly forrow, which isto /a/wation, not 
to be repented of, 2 Cor. vii. 10, 11. But they repented of 
the fad confequences of what they had done, that they had« 
carried the matter further than was either jult or neceflary ; it 
had been enough to deftroy all they found in arms; they need- 
ed not to have cut off the hufbandmen aod fhepherds, the wo- - 
men and children. Note, (1.) There may be over-doing in 
well-doing. Great care mu(t be taken in the government of 
our zeal, left that which feemed fupernatural. insits canfes, . 
prove unnatural ia its effeéts. That is no’ good divinity’ 
which fwallows up humanity. Many’a war is ill ended which 

(2.) Even neceflary jultice is to be done. 
with compaflion. God doth not punith with delight, norfhould 
men. (3.) Strong paflions make work for repentance. What: 
we fay.and do in a heat, our calmer thoughts commonly wifh: 
undone again: (4.) In a civil «war; (according to -the ufage” 
of the Romans), no vigtories ought to be celebrated with tri- 
umphs, becaufe which foever fide gets, the community-lofés, as~ 
here there is a tribe cut off from-Lfrael. What the better is the - 
body for one membet’s crufhing another 2” 

. Now, how ‘did they exprefs their concern ? a 550 
iff, By their grief for. the breach that was made : They. ~ 
came to the houfe of God; for. thither they brought all their ~ 
doubts, all their counfels, -all their cares, and all their forrows..... 
‘There was to-be heard on this occafion, not the voice of joy. 
and praife, but only that. of lamentation, and. mourning, and -. 
woe. They lift up their voices, and wept fore, ver.2. not fo ~ 

,tmuch for the forty thoufand which they had loft; thofe would: 

“not be fo much miffed out of eleven tribes ; but.for the entire 
deftrudtion of one, whole tribe; for this was the complaint they 
poured out before God, ver. 3. There is -one tribe'lacking. 
God had taken care of every tribe ; their number! twelve.was - 
that which they’ were known by; every tribe had his: ftation 
appointed ia the camp, and his. {tone in the high prieft’s breatt- 
plate ; every tribe had his bleffing, both from Jacob and Mofes; 
and it would be an intolerable reproach to them if sti Migs 

3 rop-s 


» 


ut ways and means for the rebuilding of this tribe. 
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drop any oat of this ittuftrious jury, and lofe one out of twelve; 
efpecially Benjamin, the youngett, who was particularly near 
to Jacob their common anceftor, and whom all the reft ought 
to havé been in a particular manner tender of. Benjamin i is 
not, what.then will become of Jacob? Benjamin become a Be- 
noni? the fon of the right hand, a fon of forrow! In this , 
trouble they built an altar, not in competition, but in commiu- 
nion with the agpointed altar at the door of the tabernacle, 
which was not large enough to contain all the facrifices they 
defigned ; for they iia burnt-offerings and pe eace-offerings, 
to give thanks for their viétory ; yet to atone for their own fol- 
ly in the purfuit of it, and to implore the divine favour in their 
prefent ftrait. Hivery thing that grieves us fhould bring us to 
God. 
adly, By their amicable treaty with the poor diftreffed refu- 
gees that were hid in the rock Rimmon, to whom they fent an 
act of indemnity, affuring them upon the public faith, that they 
would now no longer treat them as enemies, but receive them 
as brethren, ver. 13. he falling out of friends fhould thus 
be the renewing of friendfhip. Even thofe that have finned, 


“if at length they repent, muft be forgiven and comforted, 2 
Cor. it. 7. 


3dly; By the care they toe to provide wives for them, that 


their tribe might be built up again, and the ruins of it repair- 
ed, Had the men of Ifrael fought themfelves, they would 


have been fecretly pleafed with the extinguifhing of the fami-~ 


lies of Benjamin, becaufe then the land allotted to them would 
efeheat to the reft of the tribes (0b defectum fanguinis) for 
want of heirs, and be eafily feized for want of occupants; but 
‘thofe have not the {pirit of [fraelites, who aim to raife them- 
felves upon the ruins of their neighbours. They were fo far 
from any defign of this kind, that all heads are at work to find 
All the 
‘women and children of. Benjamin were flain ; they had fworn 
not to marry their daughters to any of then); it was again{t 
the divine law that they fhould match with the Canaanites ; 
‘to oblige them to that, would be in effedt to bid them go /erve 
other gods. 

» What mult they do then for wives for them ? While the 
poor diftreffed Benjamites that were hid in the rock, feared 
their brethren were contriving to ruin them,. they were at the 

_ fame time upon a projet to prefer them ; and it was this. 
- (1) There was a piece of neceflary juftice to be done upon 
the city of Jabefh-Gilead, which belonged to the tribe of Gad, 
on the other fide Jordan. 


peared from that city upon the general fummons, ver. 8, 9. 
and it was then refolved, before it appeared who were abfent, 
that whatever city of Ifrael fhould be guilty of fuch a contempt 
of the public authority and intereft, that city fhould be an ana- 
thema: Jabefh-Gilead lies under that fevere fentence, which 
might by no means be difpenfed with. ‘They that had fpared 
_-theCanaanites in many places, who were devoted to deftruc- 
tion by the divine command, could not find in their hearts to 
fpare their brethren that were devoted by their own curfe. 
’ Why did they not now fend men to root the Jebufites out of 
Jerufalem? to: aveid whom the poor Levite had been forced 
to go to Gibeah, chap. xix. 11,42. Men are commonly 
more zealous to fupport their own authority than God’s) A 
detachment is therefore fent of twelve thoufand' men to exe- 
cute thé fentence upon Jabefh-Gilead; having found, that 
-when the whole body of the army went again{t Gibeah, the 
people were thought too many for God to deliver’ them into 
their hands, on this expedition they fent but a few, ver. 10. 
Their commiflion is to put all to the fword, men, women, and 
children, ver. yt. according’ to that low tay XKVils 29. 


pUD GE Ss. - 


and behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come: out 


It was found, upon looking over ' 
- the mufter-foll which was taken, chapsxx. 2. that none ap- |} of Benjamin. — 


- fathers or their brethren come unto us to com- 
_ plain, that we will fay unto them, Be- favour- 


ed thence at that time, every man to 
and to his: family, and they went out from 


en) “Ching. RI. 


Whatfoever is devoted of men, by thofe that have power to do | 


ity Joall furely be put to’ death, 

(2.) An expedient is from hence hemes for providing the 
Benjamites with wives. 
of men to avenge the Lord of Midian, the fame orders were 
given, as here, that all married womerr fhould be flain with their 
hufbands, as one with them, but that the’ virgms fhould be fa-~ 
ved alive, Numb. xxxi. 17, 18. ‘That precedent was fufhicient 
to fupport the diltinétion here made between a wife and a vir- 
gin, ver. 13, 12. Four hundred virgins that were marriage-_ 
able, were found in Jabefh-Gilead, and thefe e were married to 
fo many of the furviving Benjamites, vér. oe Their fathers 
were not prefent when the vow was made, not to marry with 


Benjamites ; ; fo that they were not under any colour o obliga- 


tion by it; and befides, being a prey taken in war, they were at 
the difpofe of the conquerors. Perhaps the alliance now con- 
traéted between Benjamin and Jabefh-Gilead, made Saul, who 
was a Benjamite, the more concerned for that place; t Bits 

xi. 4. though then inhabited by new families. 


I cee 


faid, How fhall we do for wives for them that 
remain, feeing the women are deftroyed’ out of 
Benjamin? 17 And they faid, There muff be 
an inheritance for them that be efcaped of Ben- 
jamin, that a tribe be not deftroyed out of i 
rael. 


wives of our daughters : ‘ for the children of It 


rael have {worn, faying, Curfed be he that gi- 


veth a wife to Benjamin. 19 Then they. 7 faid, 
Behold, there is a feaft of the Lorp - loh 


Beth-el, on the eaft- fide of t igh-wa that 


goeth. up from. Beth-el to Shechermand: oO! the 
| fouth of Lebonah. 


-manded the children of Benjamin, faying, Go 


-20 Therefore’ ‘they com- 


and lie in wait in the vineyards: 21 And fee, 


to dance in dances, then come ye out of 


| vineyards, and catch you every man his wife” we 


of the daughters of Shiloh, and_go to the land 
22 And it thalt be, “when. the 


able unto them for our fakes: becanfe we refer- 
ved not to each man his wife in the war: for ye 
did not give untothem at this time, zbat you 
fhould be guilty. 23 And the children of Ben- 

jamin did fo, and took zhem wives according to. 
their number, of them that danced, whom they — 


caught: and they went and returned unto their 


inheritance, and repaired the cities, 
in them. 24 And the children of Ifr 


and d dwelt 


his tribe; 


thence every man to his inheritance. — 


2 se : 
thofe days there awas no king 


-Ifrael: ev ery 


man did that which was right in his own O8s 
a eat We 


When “Mofes fent the fame number 


16 | Then the elders of the con peed : 


18 Howbeit, we may not give them 


yearly in a place which is on the north-fide of 


Chap. XXI. SS Pe Dice hg | ge 


_ We have here the method that was taken to provide the 
two hundred. Benjamites that remained with’ wives,© And 
though the tribe was reduced toa {mall number, they were on- 
ly in care to provide each man with one wife, not with more, 
under pretence of multiplying them the fafter. They may not 
beftow their daughters upon them, but to fave their oath, and 
yet marry fome of their daughters to them, they put them into 
a way of taking them by furprife, and marrying them, which 
thould be ratified by their parents confent, ex po/? facto. The 
lef confideration is ufed before the making of a vow, the more 
commonly there is need of after for the keeping of it. 

1. That which gave an opportunity for the doing of this, was 
a public ball at Shiloh, in the fields, at which all the young la- 
dies of that city, and the parts adjacent, that were fo difpoted, 
met to dance, in honour of a fea/? of the Lord, then obferved, 
probably the feaft of tabernacles, ver. 19. For that fealt (Bi- 
fhop Patrick faith) was the only feafon wherein the Jewith vir- 
gins were allowed to dance; and that, not fo much for their 
own recreation, .as to exprefs their holy joy, as David, when 
he danced before the ark ; otherwife the prefent melancholy 

- pofture of public affairs would have made dancing unfeafonable, 
as If, xxii. 12, 13. The dancing was very modeft and chatte; 
it was not mixed dancing; no men danced with thefe daugh- 
ters of Shiloh ; nor did any married women fo far forget their 
“gravity, as to join with them. However their dancing thus in 
public made them an eafy prey to thofe that had a defign upon 
them.- Whence Bifhop Hall obferves, that the ambufhes of em 
vil {pirits carry away many fouls from dancing to a fearful de- 
Selatan SS x Chibi: 

2. The elders of Ifrael gave authority to the Benjamites, to 
do this, to ke in wait in the vineyards,” which furrounded the 
green they ufed to dance on 3 and when they were in the midi 
of their {port, to come upon them, and catch every mana wife 
for himfelf, and carry them ftraight away to their own country, 
ver. 20, 21. They knew none of their own daughters would 
be there, fo that they could not be faid to give them; for they 
knew nothing of the matter. A forry falwo is better than none, 

~ to fave the breaking of an oath: it were much better to be cat 
tious in making vows that there be no occafion afterwards, as 
there was-here, to fay befare the angel, that it was an error. 
Here was a very prepofterous way of match-making, when both 
the mutual affection of the young people, and the confent of 
the parents muft be prefumed to come after ; the cafe was ex- 
traordinary, and may by no means be drawn into a precedent. 
Over-hafty marriages often occafion a leifurely. repentance ; and 

' what comfort can be expected by a match made, either by force 
er frand? The virgins of Jabeth-gilead were taken out. of the 


midi of blood’ and flanghter s bat thofe of Shiloh out of the 
midft of rairth and joy: the former had reafon to be thankful 
that they had their jives for a prey; and the Istter, it is to be 
hoped, have no cauf to complain, after a while, when they 
found, themfelves matched, not to men of broken and defperate 
fortunes, as they feemed to be, who were newly fetched cut 
of a-cave ; but to men of the belt and largelt eftates in the na- 
tion, as they muft needs be; when the lot of the*whole tribe of 
Benjamin, which confiited of forty-five thoufand fix hundred’ — 
men, Numb. xxvi. 41.-came to be divided again among fix 
handred, who had all by furvivorfhip, ; - 
3- They undertook to pacify the fathers of the young wo- 
men. As to the infringement of their paternal authority, they 
would eafily forgive it, when they confidered.to what fair e- 
{tates their daughters were thatched, * and what mothers in If 
rael they avere hkely to be; but the oath they were bound bys 
hot to-give their daughters to Benjamites, mught perhaps ttick 
witli fome of them, whofe confeiences were tender ; and as to-- 
that this might fatisfy them, (1.) That the necefty was ur= 
F gent, ver. 22, We referved not to each man his wife ; owning. 
now that they did ill to deftroy all the women, and defiring to 
- atone for their too rigorous conftruétion of their vow to déliroy’ 
them, by the matt favourable conitrudion of their vow not to. 
match withthem, And therefore for our fakes, who were too. 
' fevere, let tiem keep what they have got. For, (2: ) In Rri@e | 
nefs. it was not a breach of their vow; they had fworn not to. 
give them their daughters, but they had» not {worn to fetch 
them back if they were forcibly taken, So that if there were 
- any fault, the elders mu(t be refponfible, not the parents. And: 
quod fieri non debuit falum valet. The thing was done and: 
. is ratified only by connivance,. according to the law, Namb.. 
KAM. go i x 
| Laftly, In the clofe of all we-have,. (1.) The: fettling of the: * 
. tribe of Benjamin.again. ‘The few that remained,. returned to. 
the. mheritance of that tribe, yer. 23. - And foon after from: 
among them {prang Ehud, who was famous in his generation, 
the fecond judge of Ifrael, Judg. iit. 15, (2.) The difband. 
ing and- dilperfing.of the army of Tfrael, ver. 24,. They,did: 
not fet vp fora ftanding army, nor pretend to-make any. alter- 
ations or. eftablifhments. in the. government; bat when. the af-. 
fair was over, for which they. were called together, they quiet. 
ly departed in God’s peace, every man to: his family. Public. 
_ fervices:muft.not make us think ourfelves above our owa:pri- 
- vate affairs, and a duty of providing for our own houfe, ee) 
A\ repetition of the caufe of thefe conclufions, ver. 25. Though. - 
God was their king, every man would be his own mafter, as if. 
there. were no.king. Blefled be God for magiftracy, . 
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is probable Samuel was he pentian: ‘of v3 
__ the revolutions of ftates ; “but the ‘affiGion’ ‘firft, and‘ racers ee the eet SPN the eon- 
~'verfion firft, and afterwards the prefern lent of Ruth. Many { fuch events ha ve pens 

perhaps we may think as-welk, sworthy: to. be recorded... But-thefe God faw.fit, to. tr 


ont » knowledge of'to us; and even’ common hiftorians think they have hberty: 


The defign. of this book is, a To lead to Providence ; ‘to fhew us how convéi 7 ‘Is: daca sear. se 


private concerns, and to teach us in them all to have an eye to it, acknowledging” Go od in'all our 
aways, and in all events, that.are concerning us. See.1 Sam. ii. 7, 8. Pfal. cxili. 7, fies TEE ) 
vollead. to Chrift, who’ defcended trate, Ruth,and part of whofe genealogy.conclude nebook, fi 


“ wherice it is fetched into Mat. © And in the converfion pantie bhaitsabiteta, ees 


ing’ ‘ob her” “into the ‘pedigree’ Of the Meftia ah, we ha 

Ah “due.time, into the fellowthip, of Ghritt Jetus our! nek 
" \chawésan account ofj,chap.ckys , inftances'of t their tudes. and hu le bringing 

ols ae into an: alliance: with Boaz chap. i 5 and their happy. Erion ae chap.: iv. -And | 

é: 1e 5 ‘atl in Bethlehem, the city where ur Redeemer: was ‘borngwe 
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fas of his’ swife.Naomi, and jee on ALL LE hl v\ 
dg! and:Ghilion» Ephathiea of Beth- 

ue ee ge! ‘ame’ into the country » 

and 


rs CHAS. I. edo (4 : 
‘In this chapter we have Naomi’s ofictions, if yr a di sified 
houfe-keeper, forced by famine? to remove into the land of Moab, 

ye VOR. iKyi2- ashlee a mournful widow and mother, Poul 
_< ing the death of } her Aufband and her two ) fons, ver. 3—5: 

NEL) Atte careful mother-in-law, defirous to be kind. to her 

_two daughters, but at alofs how to be frs auhen She returns 

to her own, country, ver. O31 pe Orpah She parts with in 

_ dorrow, yer. 14. Ruth fhe takes with her in fear, vere 15, 

18. ‘IV. As. a poor woman fent back to the place. of her 

_ fitft fettlement, to be furp ried by, the kindne/s of her friends, 

_- ver. 19,—22. All ihe things were melanchbly, tind | Pent | 

— againft her, and yet all working for goody. - 


“of Mo Ko: b, an 
vec) Nagai eiethy ed, and fhe was left 
‘and :hertwo: fonssccg ee 1ey tookth : 7 ves 
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OW it came to pafs inthe days avhewthe 

N judges ruled, that there was a. faminé’in © 

the land: and.a certain man of Beth- Jehem-ju- | 


-dah went to fojournin the country of Moab, subaee 
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Chap. I. wR 


Tt was in the days when the judges ruled, ver. 1+ not in thofe 
diforderly times when there was no Ring in Irael. But un- 
der which of the judges thefe things happened, we are not 
told ; and the conje€tures of the learned are very uncertain. 
Tt malt be towards the beginning of thejudges time; for Boaz, 
that married Ruth, was born of Rahab, who received the 
{pies in Jofhua’s time. Some think it was in the days of E- 
hud, others of Deborah. The learned Bifhop Patrick inclines 
to think it was in the days of Gideon, becaufe in his days on- 
ly we read of a famine by the Midianites invafion, Judg. vi. 
3,4. While the judges were ruling, fome of one city, and 
fome of another, Providence takes particular cognifance of 
Bethlehem, and has an eye to a king, to Mefliah himfelf, who 
“fhould defcend from two Gentile mothers, Rahab and Ruth. 
Here is, 1. 4 famine in the land; in the land of Canaan, 
~ that land fowing with milk and honey. This was one of the 
judgments which God -had threatened to bring-upon them for 
their fins, Ley. xxvi. 19, 20. He has Many arrows in his 
quiver. In the days of the judges they were opprefled by 
their enemies ; and when by that judgment they were not re- 
formed, God tried this; for when he judgeth, he will over- 
come. When the land had reft, yet it had not plenty ; even 
in Bethlehem, which fignifies the hou/e of bread, there was 
{earcity. A fruitful land is turned into barenne/s, to correct 
and reftrain the luxury and wantonnefs of them that dwell 
therein. — ; a 
_ 2. An account of one particular family diftreffed in that fa- 
mine. It is that of Elimelech. “His name fignifies my God 
a king ; agreeable to the ftate of Ifrael when the judges rul- 
ed, for the Lord was their king ; and comfortable to him and 
his family in their affli@ion, that God was. theirs, and that he 
~ reigns for ever. His wife was Noami, which fignifies mp ami- 
able, or pleafant one. But his fons names were Mablon and 
Chilion, ficknefs and confumption, perhaps becaufe weakly chil- 
dren, and not likely to be long-lived. Such are the products 
_- of our pleafant things, weak and infirm, fading and dying. 
~ 3. The remove of this family from Bethlehem into the 
country of Moab, on the other fide Jordan, for fubfiftence, be- 
caufe of the famine, ver. 1, 2. It feems there was plenty in - 
‘the country of Moab, when there was fearcity of bread in’ the 
land of Ifrael. Common gifts of Providence are often beftow- 
ed in greater plenty upon thofe that are ftrangers to God, than 
_ upon thofe that know and worthip him.’ Moad is at cafe from 
his youth, while L/rael is emptied from veffel to veffel, Jer. xlviii. 
Ir. not becaufe God loves Moabites better, but becaufe they 
_ have their portion in this life. Thither Elimelech goes, not to 
fettle for ever, but to fojourn for a time, during the dearth ; 
as Abraham, on the like occafion, went into Egypt, and Ifaac 
into the Jand of the Philiftines. Now here, (1.) Elimelech’s 
" Care to provide for his family, and his taking his wife and 
children with him, were without doubt commendable : Tf any 
brovide' not for his own, he hath denied the faith, 1 Tim. v. 8. 
_ When Ke was in his ftraits, he did not over-run his houfé, go 
-feek his fortune himfelf, and leave his wife and children to 
fhift for their own maintenance ; but, as became a tender huf. 
band, and a loving father, where he went, he took them with 
him; not as the oftrich, Job xxxix. 16. But, (2.).I fee 
not how his removal into the country of Moab, upon this oc- 
~ cafion, could be juftified. Abraham and Ifaac were only {o- 
_journers in Canaan ; and it was agreeable to their condition 
to flit: but the feed of Ifrael were now fixed, and ought not 
to remove into the territories of the Heathen. What reafon 
had Elimelech to go more than any of his neighbours? If, by 
_ any ill hufbandry,’he had wafted his patrimony, and fold his 
land, or mortgaged it, (as it fhould feem, chap. iv. 3, 4:) 
which brought him into a more neceffitous condition than o- 
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thers, the law of God had obliged his neighbours to relieve 
him, Lev. xxv. 35. But that was not his cafe; for he went 
out full, ver. 1. By thofe who tarried at home, it appears, 
that the famine was not fo extreme, but that there was fufftct. 
ent to keep life and foul together; and his charge was but 
{mall, only two fons. . But if he could not be content with 
the fhort allowance that his neighbours took up with, and in 
the day of famine could not be Jatisfied, unlefs he kept as. plenti- 
ful a table as he had done formerly ; iff he could not live-ia 
hope, that there would come years of plenty again in due 
time, or could not with patience wait for thofe years; it was 
his fault, and he did by it difhonour God, and the good land 
he had given them, weaken the hands of his brethren, with 
whom he fhould have been willing to take his lot, and fet an 
ill example to others. If all fhould do as he did, Canaan 
would be difpeopled. Note, It is an evidence of a difconten- 
ted diftruftful, unftable fpirit, to be fick of the place in which 
God hath fet us, and to be for leaving it prefently, whenever 
we meet with any uneéafinefs or inconvenience init. It is fole 
ly to think of outrunning that crofs, which, being laid in our 
Wway,-we ought to take up. It is our wifdom to make the 
beft of that which is; for it is feldom, that “changing our place 
is mending it. Or iffhe would remove, why ‘to the country 
of Moab? If he had made inquiry, it is probable he would 
have found plenty in fome of the tribes of Ifrael ; thofe, for 
inftance, on the other fide Jordan, that bordered on the land 
of Moab. If he had had that zeal for God and his worfhip, 
and that affeétion for his brethren which became an Ifraelite, 
he would not have perfuaded himfelf {0 eafily to go to fojourn 
among Moabites. : : 

4. The marriage of his two fons to two of the daughters of 
Moab, after, his death, ver. 4. All agree this was ill done. 
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| The Chaldee faith, They tranfgreffed the decree of the Word 


of the Lord, in taking range wives. If they would not {tay 
unmarried till their return to the land of Ifrael, they were not 


. fofar off, but that they might have fetched. them, wives from 
* thence. 


Little did Elimelech think, when he went to fojourn 
in Moab, that ever his fons fhould thus join in affinity. with 
Moabites. But thofe that bring young people into bad ac- 
quaintance, and take them out of the way of public~ordinan- 
ces, though they may think them well principled, and armed 
againft temptation, know not what they do, nor what will be 
in the end hereof. It doth not appear, that thefe women they 
married, were profelyted to the Jewih religion ; for Urpah is 
faid to. return to her gods, ver. 1§/ the gods of Moab were 
hers f{till. It is a groundlefs tradition of the Jews, that Ruth . 
was the daughter of Eglon king of Moab; yet the Chaldee 
paraphra(t inferts it ;, but this, and their other tradition, which 
he inferts likewife, cannot confift, that Boaz, who» married 
Ruth, was the fame with Ibzan, who judged Iftael two hun- 
dred years after Eglon’s death, Judg. xiii. 

5- The death of Elimelech and his two fons, and the dif 
confolate condition Naomi was thereby reduced to. Her huf- 
band died, ver. 3. and her two fons, ver. 5. foon after their. 
marriage. And the Chaldee faith, Their days were Shortened, 
becaufe théy tranforeffed the Jaw in marrying ftrange wives’, 
See here, (1.) That wherever we go, we cannot outrun 
death, whofe fatal arrows fly in all places. (2.) That we ¢an- 
not expect to profper; when we go out of the way of our du. 
ty. He that will fave his hfe by. any. indireét courfes, foall 
lofe it. (3.) That death, when it comes into a family, ‘often 
makes breach upon breach. One is taken away, to Prepare a- 
nother to follow foon after. One is taken away, and that af 
fiction is not duly improved ; and therefore God fends ano- 
ther of the fame kind. When Naomi had loft her hufband, 
fhe took fo much the more complacency, and put fo much the 
Cc more 
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more confidence in her fons. Under the fhadow of thofe fur- 
viving comforts; fhe thinks fhe fhall five among the: Heathen : 
and exceeding clad the was of thefe gourds 5 but behold! they 
wither prefently ; green and growing up in the morning, cut 
alown, and dried up before night: buried foon after they were 
married’; for neither of them left any’ children. ~ So ustertain 
and trantiest are all our enjoyments here. ' It'is therefore-our 
wifdom to make fure thofe comforts’ ‘that “will be madefare, 
and which death cannot rob us of But How defolate was the 
condition,‘and how difconfolate® thé Ypirit ‘of poor Naomi, 
when the woman was left of her tebo-Yons\ and birhufband ! 
When’ hej? two-things come upon” hers in'a: moment; Come upon 
her ia their perfection, by whom hall fhe be" comforted ?: nfs of 
chililren: and’ widowhood, Vad xvi gi lie rg’ Tt-as ‘God! a- 
fone who has’ wherewitlial to°comfort thofe that are*thus® caft 
down.’ FW EOS OSs SG 
16 @ Then fhe arofé: with her -daughters-in- 
law, that fhe might return ‘fromthe country 
of Moab: for fhe had heard 'in the coutitty “of 
Moab, how that the Lorp. had vifited his peos 
ple in’ giving them: bread. ...7. Wherefore. the 
went forth out of the place where fhe: was, and 
her two daughters-in-law with her: and’ they 
went on the way to return unto the’ land’ ‘of 
Yudah., 8 And. Naomi faid unto her two daugh- 
ters-in-law, Go, returm each to her,mother's 
houfe *'the Lorp'deal kindly with you, as ye 
have dealt with the dead, and with me. 9 Phe 
Lerp grant. you that you. may find. reft, each 


of you inithe houfe of her hufband., Then fhe - 


kiffed thems: and they: lift’ wp. the voice and 
wept. “rO"And they faid unto her, Surely ‘we 


will return. with thee unto thy people’ i1 | 


And Naomi faid, Turn. again, my daughters: 
why willsye go with me? are there yet. any 
more fons in my womb, that they may be your 
hufbands? 12 Turn again, my daughters, go 


~~ your way, for Lam, too old to have an hufband: 


if |. fhonld fay,1 have hope, if 1. fhould have 
a hufband alfo to-night, and: flhould alfo bear 
fons: 13° Would ye tarry for them till they 
were grown ? would ye ftay for them from hav- 
iwg hufbands? nay, my, daughters: for it gtiev- 


eth me much for your fakes, that the hand of | 


‘the Lore is gone out againgti me, 34 And 
they lift up theif veice, and wept again: and 
 Orpah Kiffed her mother-in-law, but Ruth 
elave unto her. 15 And the faid, Behold, thy 
Gifter-in-law is gone back unto-her people, and 
unto her gods: return thow after thy fifter-in- 
khw.. 16 And, Ruth faid, Intreat’ me not to 
leave thee, or return from following after thee: 
for whither thou. goef, Lwill go; and where 


thou ledgeft,.I will lodge: tly people foalk be — 


ray people, and thy God my Ged; 17 Where 
thou dieft, will T die, and there wilk I be buried: 


\ 


the Lorp do fo to me, and more allo; fought 

but death part thee and me, 13 When the faw 

- that fhe was ftedfaftly minded to’ go with her, 
then fhe left fpeaking unto her, 9 


} may eblige us to fay, We will go.and return to our Sirk 


Uy 


Ske hete, 1) The good affection Naomi’ bore to the land of 


: THraely ver. 6.’ Though fhe could not ftay in it-while the fa- 


mine lafted;’ fhe ‘would not ftay ‘out-of it when the: famine 
ceafed. Though the country. of Moabihad afforded her shel- 
ter and fupply in a time ‘of néed,scyet. the did not. intend. it 
fhould be her reft for ever’; no land fhouldrbe that but the ho- 
ly land, in’ which the fanétuary of God:was;,of which he had 
faid, This if my reff for ewerp»/Obfervey.(1-) God at lalt re- 
turned in mercy: to his people; for though’ he contend long, 
he “will not contendialways. ..Asithei judgment of-oppreflion _ 
under which they often! groaned in the time! of the judges, full 
came to an end,’after-a while, when God had raifed thenx. up 
a déliverer ; fo here the judgment of famine: at length God 
oracioufly -wifited his people in giving them breads~ Plenty is 
God's gift, and it’is his vifitation that’ by bread, the. ftaff of 
life, holds our fouls in lifes’ Vhough this mercy be the more 
{énfible when it comes afier famine, yet, af wevhave conftantly 
enjoyed it, and never knew whatfamine meant, we are-not to 
think it the lefs. valuable. --(2:)> Naomi then returned ‘in duty 
to her people.’ She had oft:inquived of their ftate, what har- 
vells they had, and how the markets went, and {till the. tidings 
were difcouraging ;) but at laft, dike:the. prophet’s fervant,y who 
looked {even times, and faw no fign of rain, at length -difcern- 


ed'a‘cloud’tio bigger than a man’s hand, which foon/overfpread — 
88 : ipr 


the heavens ‘fo Naomi-atJaft: has good: news: brought her of 
plenty in Bethlehem, and then fhe canthink of no other but 


returting thither again. Hernew alliances.in the countryof a 


Mozb could not make her forget her relation to the land. of 
Ifrael. Note, Though there be a reafon for our-being,in bad’ 
places, yet, when’ the. reafon ceafeth, we muft by, no «means 
continue in them. Forced abfence from God’s ordinances, | 
and forced prefence with wicked ‘people, :is a) great affliction ;- 
but when the force ceafeth, and its continued of choice, then 

it becomes’ a great fin.» ‘It fhould feem the began to» think of 
returning immediately upon: the death. of her two. fons. fet. J 

Becaufe fhe looked upon that affliction to bea’ judgment upoa 
her family for lingering in'the country.of Moab; and hearing 


_ this to be the voice of the rod, and of him.that appointed. ity 
fhe obeys, and: returns. ‘ Had fhe returned! upon the death of 
her hufband, perhaps. fhe might have faved the life of her fonss. - 


but when God judgeth, he. will overcome; and if one affliGion | 


prevail not to awaken us to a fight and fenfe of fin and duty, ~- 


another fhall.. When.death comes into afamily, it ought to. 


- be improved for the reforming of what is amis in the family. 
When relations are taken away from us, we are put upon;in- _ 
| quiry; whether, in fome inftance or other, we are. not, out of” 

| the way of our duty, that we may returm tolit. God calls 
our fins to remembrance when he flays a fon, Kings. xvii. 18.» 


And if thus he hedge up our way with thorns, it is. that. he~ 


band, as Naomi here to her country, Hof. ii. ase] Bate 
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‘ gret upon. our mifcarriages. in the relation. 


deared: 


2. The good. affection which, her. daughters. jolts and. one 
of them efpecially, bore to . her, and her. generous return of. | 


their good affegtion.. » 


it fy They were both ifo kind. as tocaccompany her, fome | 
partof the way at leaft, «when.the. returned: towards the land » 
of. Judah. Her two. daughterséin-law did not go‘ about to per- | 


fuade her to continue in thé/landvofMoab,, but, if the was re- 
folved:to go:home, wouldypay her all. poftible civility and re- 
fpeétat parting; andithis was. one inftance of it, they would 


bring heron ber way, at lealtto the utmoft Jimits of their,coun- 
try, and help her to: carry:her luggage.as. far.as they went; for | 


at doth not appear fhevhad any feryant to attend. shery, ver:.7. 


By this we fee, ‘both ‘that Naomi, as became an, Ifraelite, -had . 


been every:kind and-obliging to them, and had won their love, 
inuwhich’ fhe is an.example:toiall methers-in-law 3 and that Or- 


pah-and Ruth shad a juft fenfe; of cher kindneds,. for they were | 
Tt was.afign they:had dwelt to- - 
“ gether: in-unity; though they. were dead by. whom the.relation | 
between'them came. Though they retainedan affection tothe © 


_ willing=to return it thus: fay: 


gods: of Moab, ver. 15. and Naomi was: fiill,faithful, to theGod 
of Ifrael,: yet that was no,hindrance to either fide from love 


; cing eae allithe:.pood offices that.the »relation.requir- 

ed. ‘Mothers-in-law and) daughters-in-law are too often ativa- 
riaace; Mat:.x. 35. and. therefore itis the more.commendable |} 
if they live in dove. Let) at an that relasion; aim atthe praife 


of doing fo. 


-2dly, When they Kad ‘gone a little. way: ae her, Naomi, 


witha great deal-of vaffe@tion, urged them:to go back, ver. 8, 
9» Return-each to:her mother’s houfe. 


it»was'a mercy to them that they had their parents yet living 
_ that they had their houfes to:go to, where they might be-wel- 
come and: aor ‘and were not turned, out ‘to:the- wide world. 


Naomi fuggelts, that their-own mothers would be more agree- _ 
able to: thens:than a mother-in-law, « efpecially when’ their. own | 


mothers ‘had hoafes and their mother-in-law was not fare the 
had a-place to day her head in fhe cou ld call her own, 

She difmiffes them, (t.) ‘With commendation. . That is.a 
“debt owing to thofe’ who have carried themfelves well in any 


Felation ; they ought ‘tohave the praife of it: You have dealt - 


Find! yy with the dead, and with me; i.e. you were good wives 
to your hufbands that are gone, and have been good daughters 
~ to me, and not wanting’ to your. duty i in. either relation. 


at isuvery comfortable if) we have both their teflimony, and. the 


teftimony of our own confciences, for us, that while we were - 


together, we carefully endeavoured to do our duty in the rela- 
tion, » This: will help. to atlay the -bitternefs of partiog 5 and 


" whilecwevare. together, we thould Jabour fo to carry ourfelves, » 


as thatiwhen’ we part, we may not-have caufe-to reflect with re- 
(2 )sWith prayer. 
dt as very proper: for friends, when they part, | to,,{part swith 
prayer. » She fends: them honre with her blefling, andthe blef- 
Gg ing-of a a mother-in-law is not:to be dighted. Sheytwice men- 
tions the name Jenovan, ftael’s-God, and the only tree God, 
ane this bleffing, that dhe mightidirect her daughters to look up 
* tovhiny as the alonefountain of all. goad. Lo “him the prays.in 


~ general, that che would: wecompentalte, thera the) kindnefs, they | 


had thewed,tocher andvhers! dtshaybé expedtedsand prayed 


- for in faith, that God will :deal kindly with: thoféthat- have dealt 


kindly with. their relations... He that; wattreth,-fhall be, wa- 
tered alfa himfelfo sate inyparticular;| that they) might be hap+ 
py in marrying! ag Dike Lord grant that\ you may yind ref, 
piel bof ‘you in the dou of her bufband. Note, [1.] It is very 
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Saat: it. Eaith is embittered to. us, that-heaven may be ens ; 


When. they were dif. | 
todgediby axfad providence from the houfé of their hufbands, 


Note, - 
When weand our relations are parting, by. death or otherwife, 


L #. £03 


fit, that, according to the apoftle’s dixection, (1 Tim... 14.) 


. the. younger women, and he {peaks~ there of, cyoung widows, 
fhould marry, bear children, and guide the hor fe. 
that have.approved themfelves good ‘wives, it is pity but they 
fhould again be bleffed with good hufbands, eipecially thoie 

that, like thefe widows, have no children. [2.} The married 


ftatesis a {tate of re(t, fuch.reft.as this world affords; ret in 
the -houfe of-a hufband,:more than can be expected in the houfe 


of a mother,:.or;a,mother-in-law. [3.] This reft is God’s 
pift. If any contentand: fatisfa@tion be found in our outward 
condition, God muft\be.acknowled zed in it. 
that-are unequally yoked,..that.find little reft even in the houfe 
of a hufband.\... Their affliction. ought to make thofe the more 
thankful.to whom the relation. is comfortable ; yet let God be 
the reft| of the foul, and no: pestett reft thought of on this fide 
heaven. .(3-) She difmiffed them with great affection; /be 
hiffed them; withed fhe had fomewhat better to give them; but 
filver-afid! gold the has none.» However; this; parting kifs ‘hall 
bei the feal: of “fuch.a trpe friendihip, as (though fhe never fee 
them, more) fhe will, white the lives, retain-the grateful remem- 
brance of. If relations muft part, let them thus part in love, 
that they may (if they néver meet again in this world) meet 
in the world of everla{ting love. 
gly,’ The two young widows could not think of parting 
with their, good, mother-in-law, fo much had the good conver- 
fation of that.pious Ifraelite won upon them. — They not only 
lift. up their voice and wept, as loth to part; but they profefled 
refolition to ‘adhere to her, ver. 10. Surely’ we will return 
with thee unto thy people, ’and take our Jot with thee. Itisa- 
rare inftance of affection to a,mother-in-law, and anevidence 
that they had foriher fake,conceived a good" opinion, of the peo- 
\ ple of lfrael. Even Orpah, who afterwards went back to her 
pods, now feemed ‘refolved to go forward with Naomi. ~The 
fad ceremony of parting, andthe tears’ thed on that oceafion, 
_dtew frowi*her this proteftation, bat it did. notihald. })Strong 
pations withoutra fertled judgment commonly produce weak Te 
folutions. 
Pat dy Naomi fets herftt to diffuade them from’ goin this 
fons) in poihg sone 


widows, toy rai en up “hed to thent pe were, OBE: wee £0 re- 


‘There are thofe » 


And thote . 


deem. the: mhortgaged eltate of the family,, it might; haye»been _ 


fome encouragement to them.to hope. fora. ‘comfortable “fettle~ 
ment at Bethlehem. But the had no ‘fons, nor could fhe think 
.of any near kinfman likely to do the ‘kinfman ’s(farts and 
therefore argues, that! fhe was even likely to have:any ions to 
_be hufbands for them, for fhe,was. 90 | old to have a hufband ; 
vit-became her age to think of dyin and going out of the world, 

not of marrying and beginning the world again. Or if the had 


a hufband, fhe could not expect to have children, nor, if fhe - 


had fons, ‘cdtild fhe think that thefe young widows would ftay 


unmarried till her fons, that;fhould yet be-born would. grow, up 


tovbe marriageable. Yet this was not all; fhe could not only 
not propofe to herfelf to. marry them like hamiulges, but fhe 
knew not how to maintain them like themfelves. "The great- 
eft grievance of that poor condition to whiéh fhe was reduced, 
avas, that fhe was not ina capacity to do for them as) fhe 
would; Jt grieveth me more for your fakes than for my own, 
that the. hase of. the Lard is gone out againft me. Obferves 
(1.), She judges herfelf chiefly aimed at in the affiGtion ; that 
God’s quarrél was principally with her: The hand of the Lord. 
is gone ont again? me; I am the finner ; itis with me that God 
has a comroverfy ; it is with me,that he is contendiny; 3 [take 
it toimyfelf: This will.becomey us when we are under afflic« 
tion, though many others fhare i in the trouble, . yet we ° mutt 
hear the voice of the tod, as if it {poke only againit'ts, and to 
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us 3 not billetting the rebukes of it at other -people’s houfes, but 
taking them to ourfelves.. (2.) She laments moft the trouble 
that aden nded to them from it; fhe was the finner) but’ they 
were the fufferers: J+ grieveth me much for your fakes 
gracious generous fpirit can better bear its own burden, ‘than’ it 
can bear to fee that a grievance to others; -or “others/ any way 
dra¥n. into trouble. by it. Naomi: could eafier want herfelf, 
than fee her daughters want. «Therefore\turn again, my daugh- 
ierss for, alas! Lam inno capacity*todo: youany kitdnefs. 
But did Naomi do well:thus, to ‘difcourage her daughters 
from going with her, when, .by taking “them with Her, fhe 
might fave them from the idolatry of Moab, and bring them 
to the faith and worfhip ofthe God>of Hrael?. Naomi, no 
doubt, defired to: do:that. But, «C1. )olf they*did come with 
her, fhe would not havecthem to™come upon’ her account. 
Thofe’ that take upon them‘asprofeflidn of religion only'in com: 
plaifancesto theiryrelations}' to oblige their friends} or' for com- 
-pany’s fake, willbe converts:of {mall value, and of fhort ¢on- 
tinuance. 
them to maketit their deliberate choice; and 'to’fit down firft 
and count the coft, asiit concerns thofe todo «that? pray take 
up a profeffion of religion. 
wortt, 


ther foewer thou goes Coakjfe come,’ faith Chrift;*‘canft thou 
See jasE fare? The Soniof manchath not where! tolay his head: 
knowsthat, and then confider, whether thou canft find) in: thy 
heart to take thy lot with me, Matth. viii 29. "Thus Naomi 
~ deals with her daughters-in-law. ‘Thoughts ripened into re+ 
folves by ferious confideration, are likely to be kept always in 
thecimagination of the Seed whereas’ what’ is foon 1 ripe is foon 


rotten:: ltsd a 


. ' Of 
aor rye it-3 sie 


ihly,,. ‘Orpah was ele perfuaded to. yield. to bet own cor. - 


~ rupt inclination, and to go back to her country, her kindred 
and her father’s houfe, now when fhe ftood fair for an effec- 
tual call feomit. They both Uff up- their’ voice and wept a- 
Sain, Vets TA being much affected with'the tender things oa 
Naomi had. faid but it) had) a different;effect upon them : 

Orpah: Jt,was a. favour. of death unto.death. The ames 
~~ tion Naomi had made, of the inconvenience they muft count 
upon if they went forwatd to Canaan, fent her back to the 
country of Moab, .and feryed her for ancexeufé| of »her apofta- 


fy 

al Nee ood _affeétion to Naomi, with.'whofe wifdom and 
gene ;was:neyer fo, charmed/as, fhe was.upon this occa- 
fion,., ek to her it was.a favour of life uato life. -(1.) Or. 

pah: 4ifed. her mother-in-lau Wy 54, €4/ took, dear leave ‘of: her, bid 
her. ee for. éver,.,without any purpofe to-follow her here- 
after ; as he thet! faid he would follow.Chrift: whea: he had. bu: 
ried his father, or bidden them. farewell that were at home. 
Orpah’s, 's kifs thewed the had an affeétion, for Naomi, and was 

loth to part from her 3, yet the did not love herwell enough 
to quit her country for her.fake. Thus many havea value 


and affeétion for Chrift, and yet come fhort of falvation by _ 


him, becaufe they cannot,find in their hearts to forfake other 
things for him. They ‘love him, and yet leave him, becaufe 
they do not love him) enough, but love other things better. 


‘Thus the young man that, went away from Chrift, went away — 


ese Math. xix. 22. But, i i" ai baie unto her. 


ered: 


- God of. Tfrael, and. 3 his, law, which, by the godt intrutons 
- of Naomi, ‘the had’ ome knowledge of? 


6thly, Naomi perfuades Ruth to'go back; urging, asa sie 


ther peers her Altes, s enanls; vere 153 Thy, Ly (fers ine 


t i -\ 


Roo pe me. 


oe 


(2s) J fthey did come with -her, ‘fhe would have . 


It is good for us to be'told the | 
Our Saviour took this courfe with him that in a pang | 
of zeal fpoke that big word, Majfler, I will follow thee whi- — 


hery and Bete forfake her : 


ey on. ‘hie cy contrary, . it’ Atrengthened. Ruth’s refolution,’ 


Oep. I. 


law is gone ee to her people » and therefore, of. cael gone 


ie 


a eee, 


back to her gods 5 ; for whatever the might haye done, while the 


lived with her. mother-in-law, It would, be, i Rext, to -impoflible. - 


for her ~ to. fhew any “refpett.t to the G 1d, OF Lrael,,.whem the 
went to ‘live a dong th ‘the “worlhippers.o o F Chemolh. 4 /Thofe that 
forfake’ the ¢ Sans ‘of faints, and retHTD 9 £9) the,, people: of 
Moab; will” ee break 8 the) aes communign wit h..Ged, 

aind embrace the ‘ic Is of "Moab. aad N Ow, retunn thou jafier thy 
Set, i. e. tf ever thou’ vig fia tes FF ate 4d his,jissthe 
greateft trial of’ ‘thy. con{ ancy § tand this, na, J, and : » thou, arc 


mine for ever. Stich o Fences | as! that, of Orpah’ $s revolt, muft 
needs come, that they ee a t & and. Sincere may. abe 


made tmanifeft, as’ Ruth wa ecafion., dbo vB 
We CR On. th i LIt8O YO 
qthly,: Roth aire oa ;Ruenetcensto a ft folemn 


profefligh” of “her immoveab fe re ripe Pexer to forfake her, 
nor to return to her’ own, eee a ig her old , Felations again, 


ver. 16, 17. Nothing could b re brave, - 
than’ this.’ ‘She é ae have h had @ ae aneiire be ea 
fpeech, 1 tow her filter - Was gone. we 1d is aniRitanseot the 
grace ‘of God, ‘inclining the foul. t eae ie baie hoige. of the. 
bétter part? ‘Drac'me 


and w after thee. Hex. 

mother’s diffuafions. ee ier ag the: more, reo ir 3 /AS, when 
Jofhua faid to the people, Je, e cannot Ee 2, the Lord, they faid 
it with the more vehenience, | Nay, bug We will. ot stimnetd 
(1.)° She begs of Her r mother-in-l Lay to, » fay no more, againft 


het going. Iutreat me to feave, thee oF 40 retung fromfgals 
lowing after thee} for all t thy ole : icant Bee that 
refolution which thy inftrudi tions. i mei ie AVE) wrought animes. E 
and'therefore Jet me. hear no. Ga oft ON: Nate Bi elt sea. a 


great vexation and uneafi He to. ole 
God and religion, to ‘be tem ( 
refohition. “They that Gehan k ‘of JItp,; WOU 
of it.  Intreat me not. The margin cot Be not againft me. 
Note, We are to reckon thofe 2 again{t us, and 
mies; that would hinder us i in “Our, way. 0 
naan. Our relations they may. be, but, th 
friends, that would diffuade 1 Us from, an an¢ d difc 
fervice’ of God, and the work of religion, wees My 
(2.) She is very. Sica: in he fh re alee ta: Re ee to. 
aks the language of - 
Bh in love, not. with 
her mother’ $ Beaty ~ thofe WIETE: Wie - 
thered and gone), et with her * ion st sae, and. 
; t poor and 
lancholy ebb tiBal that, fhe. refolves to. “flick ati 
She will travel with her: Whither 1 tho Ht gocfhy 
to-a country I never faw, and which I have been trained up — 
ina low and ill Opinion of: though far from. my own country; . 
yet. with thee every road fhall be pleafant.. [2.] She will - 
dwell with her: Where thou’ lodg fy 1 will lodge 3 thoughit 
be in a cottage, nay; though it be no. better. a. lodging. than e 
cob had, when he had the {tones for his pillow. Where thou. 
fetteft up thy ftaff, I will fet up mine, be it, where i it. will... 
[3-] She-will twift interefts with her: 


people. 


Sense 


“6 


From Naomi’s character. fhe concludes’ ‘certainly, that 


_ great nation was a wife and an underftanding people ; see 


of them all by her’ goodmother, who, wherever fhe wen 
a credit to her country, (as all thofe thould ftudy, to. bey 
profefs relation to the better country, that i is, «th he 
sand therefore the will think herfelf happy 
‘oned’one of them, Thy people fhall be. mi 
to be conformable to, and to be. concern 
ies fe int iron with ae Thus the. 


anity. we ry Ae “ak ‘all 
adore the: Cod of ite the ices oe and. true ( ds ta 


gr ARES. = 


0, fe fo, ce “their. Bo 
not. hear. 


he Really que ene= 


Lawill §2.5 tho? F 


Thy people Srall be my» 


Sisk 4h iy rey Tq S dah 1 
" Mating '‘Kindnefs for'it ; but 


“as the elder, “would die firlt ; and refolves 
fame-houfé, if it might be, till her days ; 
“intimatitig Hew ef fh 


wil T be buried'y not defiting to Rave 
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in him alone, ferve him, and in every thing be ruled by.him. folved,.and go in religious ways without a ftedfaft mind, tempt 
This is to take the Lord for our God. : f 5+] She.will gladly | the tempter, and ftandlike a door halfjar, which invites a thief, 
die in the fame bed : Where thou di il dt die, She takes it | But refolution. fhuts and: bolts the door, refifts the devil, and 
for granted they muft both die ; that, in! all p ‘obability, Naomi, forces him.to' flee. x 
$0 contique inthe | ..,The Chaldee paraphtafeathus relates. the debate between 
fo were fulfled ; Naomi and,Ruth.-Ruth faidy’ [ntreat: me! not to leaventhee, 
SL PARPIRSAS dp death. For, £ull bea profelytesssNadmi faidy VWesaré commanded. to 
ame place, in token of her dying,af- heety- falbaths. and goad days;:on. which -we may not travel 


hiw 


She withes to died the 


-ter the fame manhet'! Lee me di ‘the death of righteous. Nao- | above ¢wo~thcufand cublis (a Sabbath» day'sjourney) : Well, 
; J Vall Fg, - 3 } y 


etme die the iy ote af ts 
mi, “and let my laft édd Belike hers... [6.] She will defire.to | faith Ruthy,Ji/bither thou - goof, £-abill go Naomi: faid, We 
buried in ‘the fame’ gtavés! ahd tolay her hones, by hers: Lhere } are couunanded.nct to\tarry all:night with Gentiles s Well, faid 
ig to have fo much as her dead bo- Ruth, ,dWhere thor ladgeft) I\avild lodges: Naomi fiidy We 
dy carried back’ tothe ebay. of Moab, in. token of any re- | are commanded y-to keep fix tuthdreds and! thirteen precepts + 
, Ae in 
they Shall be my: peoples Niotnidaids We are forbidden to wors 
Soip-angr fixange, God #-W lj! faith: Ruth). Thy: Ged Soall be my 
er -refolution thy, Gades5Napmi faidg ile have Jourvforts of deaths for malefac- 
folemn oath: The Lord do Jo to mi g tors, Moning, burning, iprangling, lard flaying with the fword : 
imprecation), Welln faid RuthsedVberesthou die, I ewill die. We have, 
me. An'oath fore nfitmation faith Naomi, | houfesrof fepiliures ind there; faith Ruth, wiff: 
Libe Buried sos yok hooks - Aoi io ANS 
19 | So they ‘two. went until they came to 
Beth-lehem. ; And-it came.to pafs, when they 
were come,to.Beth-lehem, that all the city was. 
moved about theny;'ard they faid, Zr this Nao-. 
Yaa ae . ‘| me?! 36 ‘And She’ faid ‘unté them Call me not 
fo tho ‘ of by us “and pre are for, LZ adit It. 1s tefolve Hint Bagstee aides ft Waelens-ordiinteb pad Hie Sia 
thie noel che PER OnMpa Hi iad bor arog BC As Th call me Mara: for the, Almighty hath 
ber own? family aid. people, nor. any hope. of. preferment | dealt very bitterly. with me. 21 I went out 


t 


aitiong’ them, not any unkindnefs from Irael, -ncr the fearyof | full, and the Lorp hath brought me home again 


‘Poverty’and’difgrice’ arhong them. No3 7 cwill never leave empty: why then call yee 'N aothi, {eins the 


DENNIS WS SO ; Aid IGS Hay SEL SME Ss20} 
Now), this’ is a pattern of a refolute convert to God,and re- 


Lorp hath ‘teftified again me, and, the Al- 
figibi©°"Thus tiult we be at'a point... (1) We mult jake | Mighty. hath affliated me ?.22.So0 Naomi return- 


othe Lord for'our God. This God is my,Gad for ever,and | ed, and Ruth the Moabitefs. her: daughter-in- 
_-evers Whave'avouched him for mine. (2,) When westake | law with her, which-teturned out of the’ coun- - 
ple for our people, in try of Moab: and théy came to Beth-lehem in 


all conditions ; though’ they’ be a poor. defpifed people,., yet if p> 


they'be ‘his, they mutt be ours. (3.),.Having capt inour for | the beginning of barley sharyelt 4 jaan y ssi be : 
aniong then, we mult be willing to take our lot.cvith them, and Naomi and Ruth; aftermany a weary ftep, (the fatigue of . - 


it to the fame yoke, and draw init | the journey, we may fuppole; being fomewhat relieved’ by the _ 


_ faithfully take up'the' fame crofs, and carry it. chearfully.s | < good -in@tiu@ions Naom} gave'to her profelyte, ahd the good - 


g0 where God would! have US to go, though it thould be into | difcourfe they had together), came at laft to Bethlehem. And ~ 
-banifhment.; and ‘lodge where he will have us to ‘lodge, though | - they ‘came very feafonably; in the beginning of barley-harveft cn 


it-be in a prifon'; die where he. will have. us to die, and lay |- which was the fir of theér harvefts, that of wheat following 
Our bones in the graves of the upright, who enter imto peace, | ‘after. Now Naomi’s'own eyes might’ ‘convince. her of the 


_ and’ téfttin their beds,, though they be but she sraves of the | truth of what thé had heard ja’ the country of Moab, that the 


common people. Cae We mutt refolve to continue and perfe- | Lord had vifited bis people, in’ giving them bread; and Ruth - 


- 


) 
i 


ooveres And herein’ our adherence to Chrift mutt be clofer than might {ee this good land in its belt clothes. And now they had. 
that of Ruth ‘to Naomi... She refolved, that nothing but.death ‘Opportunity to. provide for winter. ‘Our times “are. in God’s : 


id 


thould fepatate them 3 but we muft refolve, that death itfelf | hand; both the events, and the time of them... 
fhall’not feparate us from our duty to Chrift; and then we | - Notice is here:taken, , 
may be fure, that’ death itfelf thall not. {eparate us from our | 7,.OfF the difcompofure of the neighbours-upon this occafion, . 


-happinefs: in Chrift. (5+) We muft bind our fouls with a bond, | yer, ‘19. All the’ city was moved about them. Ger old ac- 


never to break thefe pious refolutions, and {year unto the Lord | -guaintance gathered about her, to ingitire concerning her ftate, - 


that we‘will Cleave to him. » Fatt bind, faft. find. He that | and to bid her welcome to Bethlehem again: or, perhaps, they 


; were moved about her, left the thould be a charge to the town, . 
» Laftly, Naomi was hereby filenced, ver. 18. When Soe far | the looked fo'bare. By this it appears, that fhe had. formerly 
that Ruth was Sedfaftly minded to go cith her, which was the .| ‘lived: in good: fathion,'’elfe “there had not been fo much - 
very thing’ {he aimed at in: all that the had faid, to.make her | ‘notice taken of her: If thofe that have béen in a high and prof. 


of a ftedfaft mind in. going with her; when fhe faw that fhe perous condition break, and fall into poverty or difgrace, their 
_ had gained ‘her’ point, /he was very well fatisfied..and eft off | ‘fall is the tore remarkable.” “And ‘they faid, Js this Naomi 2 
Speaking to her. ” She Could defire no-more than that folemn.| The women’ of the town faid it; for thé word is feminine. 


roteftation Ruth had juft now made. See the power of refo- | 'T. hey with whom fhe had formerly been intimate, were far. 
ution, how it puts temptation to filence. "Thofe that are Tee “, prifed to fee her in this condition, © She was fo much-broken » 
ayn ‘ : 4 and..< 


o 


i ‘ al 


Well, faith’ Ruthy Whatever cthy speople heep; I avill keep, “for ' 


- 


+. 


*% 


‘ 
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and altered with her affitions, that the 


R U 


y could, fcarce believe 


their own eyes, nor think that this was the fame perfon whom 


they had formerly feen fo frefh, and 


Naomi? So unlike is the rofe, when it is withered, to what | 


it was when itwas blooming. What:a 


mimake now, to what-the had:made an her profperity; ! Nfhany 
afked this queftien m contempt, upbraiding -her with her mis — 
feries, Is this fhe that could not be content to fare as her neigh- | 
country, fee what fhe | 
has got by it?’their temper was very bafe and:fordid. Nothing — 
thofe that. are fallen. 
mpafhon and commile- | - 
ration : Isthis fhe:that lived:forplentifuliy,.and kept forgood:a. ; 


hours did, ‘but ‘mult ramble toa ftrange 


snore barbarous, than to triumph.over 
But we may fuppofe molt afked it in co 


fair, and.gay3 Ls zhis 


poor figure doth Neo- 


houfe, and awas‘fo charitablerto‘the poor Blow is the gold be- 


come dim! They that had feen the ma 
temple, wept when ‘they’ faw thermeann 


gaificence of the :firft 


efs-of the fecond. So 


thefe here. Note, -Affli@tions willymake great and furprifiag 


changes in-a litle time. “When we {ee -how ficknefs and.old | 
age alter people, change . their -countenance and. temper, we | 
may think of what the Bethlehemites: faidy Js this Naomi? | 
perfon. God,iby his 4 
grace, fit us for all fuch changes, efpecially the gneat.change f 
it. Ifome upbraided | 


¥ at . uy 
her with her poverty, ‘fhe was not moved again/l-them, as foe — 


one would not take it to: be the fame 
2. Of the compofure of Naomi’s fpir 
wuld have’ been, if fhe had been poot 


a great deal of pious patience, bore that, 


all my pleafant things are laid walte ; 
or titterne/s, for lam now.a woman of a 


Obferve, - : 
if, The change of her ftate, and 


with a pious regard to the divine providence, and without any | 
paffionate murnturings oF complaints. (1.) It wasa very fad |. 
‘and melancholy Change. She qentvout full; fo fhe thought © 


herfelf,~when fhe had her bufband with her, and two fons. | 
“Much of the fulnefs of our comfort in this world, arifeth from | 
agreeable relations. But fhe now came home again empiy; a 
widow, and. childlefs, and probably had fold her goods; and, 
of all the-effeets fhe took with her, brought home’ no more:than © 


the ¢lothes on her back. So juncertain is;all that which we 
. Even in the fulnefs 


call-fulnefs in the creature, U Sam. ie 5 
of that fufficiency we maybe in ftraits. 


a fpiritual and divine fulnefs, which we can never be emptied 


of; agaod part, which fhall not be take 
dt. -(2.) ‘She acknowledgeth the ‘hand 


band; in’ the affliaion. It.is the Lord that has brought me. 
Aomeagain empty 3 Mt. is the Almighty that. hath afflidted,me. 
Note, Nothing conduceth more to fatisfy a gracious foul under 
an affition, than-the confideration of the hand of God.in it: | 
1, Efpecially. to -con= | 
athe Almighty, with | 
cwhom it is' folly to.contend, and, to,awhom. it,is.our duty and. 
intereft to. fubmit. . It as that.name of God by which he. en- 
ters into, coyenant.with his people: Lam God almighty, God | 
J as a-God in covenant, — 
and his all-fufficieney may be, our fupport and fupply under all 
eccreature,. knowsyhow, i: 
“to-fill.as with himfelf, . (3.) She fpeaks very feelingly of the | 
impreffion which the afiligtion had..made upon her: He has 
dealt very bitterly ‘vith me. ‘The cup of afi€tion.is.a bitter cups | 
the peacéable' fruits of. 
wrighteonfnefsy yer forthe _prefent ix not joyous, but grievous | 
Eleb. xii, 11. Job-complains, Thou write? bitter things againjt * 


itis the Lord, 1 Sam. it 18, Jobi. 2 
fider, that he thataffli€s us-is Shaddai, 


all fufficient, Gen. xvii. 1. He afflias 


our afli@ions. He that emptiestus of th 


and.even that which afterwards yrelds: 


+, 


and proud 3 but, with 


and allthe other melan- | 
choly effects of her affliction, ver; 20, 21. Call me not Naomi, | 
fall me Mara, &c. Naomi fignifies pleafant ov amiable ; but © 


call me Mara, bitter, | 


forrowful fpirit. Thus _ 
' doth fhe bring her mind tovher condition : which we all ought | 
todo, when our’ condition is not in-every thing to our. mind, - 


how that is defcribed, 


Butthere is a fulnefs, 


a from. thofe that have 
of God, his mighty 


_ duced and. brought fo, low. Oblerve, 


‘nich aged aise AIA T AS 
pbs 


_trce is not a to 


TP 
Mey om Kil, 26. 


a.part of | the 


God, as. 3-controverly ; 


(4) She owns the affiiaion to come from. ect 
The Lord hath tefified ogainft me. 
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“dij, Fnecomphiance, ef her f{pirit with this change : 


ta 


uv = Gabi, Pan. H.. sin 4 


ve 
oon eee an 
Ghapit. 4 


4 


me.noi Naomi, for 1,am no. more pleafant, either to mylelf, ar 


Le ab ier 
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wise aw noOmipnos bid 


im, i OvE=, 


1. Ruth’s humility and indufiry ta gleaning 
corn, Providence direfling her, to Boaz’s field, Vets Torr 3- 


him, in whofe, fight 1 fhall find grace 


after the reapers: and, 


was of the kin 


IL. The great favour which Boaz foeqved to ber. ip many. te 


‘now goto the field, and glean ears. of ¢ ori after 


* 
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_ Chap. Ih 


world, be afhamed to) own! thelr Rindred chat are: mean and dee 


faifed, left they be found therein prand, cornful, and unnatural, 
(2.) Naomi, though a poor contemprble widow, Hid! rich relae 


tions, whom yet fhe neither boalted of, nérwa’’burdénfome'to,. 


tor expected any thing trom, when ‘the was retumed to’ Beth. 


-ollr relation to fach, is'a ‘creat 


ight have Rarved.’ “Note, God" Las eBifen the poor of shis 
world: and ‘poor they 


ON 


occafion” ta” re 
and’ though-he fl 

forfake' him SBE her Feqtielt is)“ Letime go to the field, and 
glean vars: of Corn. “Thole! that are*well! born; ‘and have been 


i 


youth, and' one of the beft omens. 
this 


Let me go now a-vifiting to- the ladies: of the town, or-go a- 
walking in the fields. to: take the air, and be merry; I cannot 


Re ea OE, 


YO My 
aloe, 


| thatwhich they-are able te earn, We muft not. be thy of any 


honeft. employment, though it be mean, “Egyey gdey aveidoc, 
Sia is athing below us; but we mui not think any thing elfe 
foj that Providence calls us ti. ’ ; 
3a/y, OF regard to’ her mother. Though the was but her 
mother-indaw;:and though, being loofed by death from the law 
of ber butbasd,: the mightseafily: fappofe herfelf thereby. loofed 
fromthe law of her hufband’s. mother ¢ yet {hats dutifully ob- 
fervant ofther. » She: will not £0. out without letting her know, 
and afting her leave.  TPhis refpect young-peaople: ought to fhew. 
to their’ parents adi governors; -itis part of the honparidue to 
them: “She did not fay; Mother; if youwill go with me,. I 


[ will'go plean ; but, Do you fit lat homeg and, take: your eafe,. 


and Twill go abroad, and take pains: —Funiores ad labores.. 
Te young people \take/advyice from the! aged, but not put them: 
upon, tori. %0 get sA3-nagl Hat os 

4thiy, OF dependence:uponsProvidence:;sintimated:in that, 
Twill ghaavaflerhims lin: whofe fies tfiall.pird grace, She: 
koows ‘not which way to! go; mor whonmto- inquire for gcbur 
will tru® Providence to-raifesher up fome friend or other that 
willbe Rind to her.’ Let'us always: keep up good thoughts of 
the divine providence; and believe, that while weda well, that. 


| will do: well for us. 


Andit’ did? well- for Ruths, for when the went oat alone,. 


without guide‘ or compamon to glean, her-hap was to light ons 


the field of Boazy:ver.3. Tocher it feemed cafiali She knew 
not whoft field itiwas, nor-had fiie-any-reafon for going 'to-that 
more thaa any other; andi therefore itis, {aid tobe ‘ter hap. 
Bot. Providence. dire&ted. her: fteps torthis field. Note, God 


_ wifely orders finall events ; and thofe.that feem altogether con- 


tingent, ferve his-own glory, and the good of his people,.. Ma- 


nya’ great affair is brought about bya little turns which feem= 


ed’ fortuitous: to: us; but: was! directed: by, Providence« with jde- 
fign. anisidi 


4. And behold, Boaz came from Beth-le— 


hem,. and faid unto, the. reapers, ‘The Loro be: 


with you: and they! anfwered: him;, Ehe Lorp: 
blefs thee. 5° Then faid’ Boaz unto his. fervant 
that was fet over the reapers, Whofe: damfeP is 
this: 6 And the. fervant that was fet over the: 


| reapers,. anfwered and. faid,. kt, is the. Moabitih 


damfel that'came:back with Naom? eut, ofithe: ° 
country of Moab: 7 And fhefaid) B prayeyou,. 


let me glean, and gather after the reapers: a. 
t3¥9n Fath sr CV EDadae Less pPatert 
_ mongit the fheaves:, fo fhe came;, and. hatli,cone- 


tinued even from the morning: until’ now,. that: 
fhe tarried:a’ little im the: houfes.°8 ‘Then fait: 
Boaz unto Ruth, Hearett thow not, my dangh-. 


_ ter? Go not.to glean. in another field, neither’ 
. go from hence, but abide: here fait by my maid. 


ens. g Ler thine eyes b¢ om the field that they: 


do reap, and’ go: thou: after them: have I: not 


charged the young men, that they fhall:not’ 


_ touch thee? and when thou art. athirft, go un-- 
_ to the: veflels, and: drink of shat which: the: 
_ young-men® have drawn. ~ 10:'Fhen: {he fell om 
her face, ‘and bowed’ herfelf to the ground; and: 
faid unto him; Why have I found grace-in'thine: | 
| eyes, that: thou. fhouldeft take knowledge of me,, 

feeing: | ama ftranger?. 


11t-And: Boaz: anfwer-- 


yom 


- the day. 


- Boaz and his reapers. He faid to them, 


In great families, it is requifite there fhould be one to overfee 
the reft of the fervants, and appoint to each their portion, both 


a fat horfe: and it was allo for the encouragement of ‘his fer- 


ot 
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ed me, all that thou haft done unto thy mo- 
ther:in-law fince the death of thine hufband : 


and bow thou haft left thy father and thy mo-, 


ther, and the,land of thy nativity, and art come 
unto a people which thou kneweft not hereto- 
fore. 12'The Lorp recompenfe thy work, and 
a full reward be given thee of the Lorn God 
of Ifrael, under whofe wings thou art come to 
truft. 13 Then fhe faid, Let me find favour 
in thy fight, my lord, for that thou haft com- 
forted me, and for that thou haft fpoken friend- 
ly unto thine handmaid, though I be not like 
‘unto one of thine handmaidens. 14 And Boaz 
{aid unto her, At meal-time come thou hither, 
and eat of the bread, and dip thy morfel in the 
vinegar. And fhe fat befide the reapers: and 


he reached her parched corn, and fhe did eat. 
15 And when fhe 


-and was fufficed, and left. 
was rifen up to glean, Boaz commanded his 
young men, faying, Let her glean even among 
‘the fheaves, and reproach her not. 16 And 
let fall alfo (fome of the handfuls of purpofe for 
her, and leave them, that fhe may glean them, 
-and rebuke her not. 


Now Boaz himfelf appears, and a great deal of decency there 
-appeats in his carriage, both towards his own feryants, and to- 
-wards this poor {tranger. 

ie 
for him, in reaping and gathering in his corn. ‘Harveft-time is 
-bufy time: many hands muft then be at work. Boaz, that had 
much,. being a mighty man of wealth, had much to do; and 
confequently many to work under him, and to liye upon him ; 
As goods are increafed, they are increajed that eat them: and 


what good has the owner thereof, fave the beholding of them’ 


with his eyes? Boaz is here an example of a good matter. 
iff, He had a-fervant that was fet over the reapers, ver. 6. 


of work and meat. Minifters are fuch fervants in God’s houfe ; 
and it is requifite that they be both wife and faithful, and_/bew 
their Lord all things, as he here, ver. 6. 

2dly, Yet he came himfelf to his. reapers, to, fee how the 
work went forward’ if he found any thing amifs, to rectify it, 
and to give: further orders what fhould be done. This was 
both for his own intereft ; he that wholly leaves his bufinefs to 
others, will have it done by the halves; the matter’s eye makes 


vants, who would go on the more chearfully in their work, 
when their mafter, countenanced them fo far as to make them 
a vifit. Matters that live at eafe, fhould think with tendernefs 
of thofe that toil for them, and bear the burden and heat of 


Kind and pious falutations were interchanged between 
, The Lord be with 
you; and they replied, The Lord ble/s thee, ver. 4. Hereby 


gdly, 


them as good fervants, and they to -him as a good matter. 
When he came to them, he did not fall a-chiding them, as if 
she came only to find fault, and exercife his authority 5 but he 


7? 
, 


Rat ge ice ee 
ed and faid unto her, It hath fully been fhew- 


Towards his own fervants, and thofe that were employed . 


. fteward who fhe was. And here is a very 
_ of what paffed concerning her. © EAL 


cif ~ 


Chap. I. 


prayed for then, Zhe Lord be with you, profper-you, and give 
you health and flrength, and prefervé you trom any difafter.. 
Nor did they, as foon as ever he was out of hearing, fall a-cur- 
fing him, as fome ill-natured fervants, that. hate their mafter’s 
eye; but they returned his courtely,. The Lord blefs thee, and 
make our labours ferviceable to thy profperity. Things are 
likely to go on well in a houfe, where there is fuch good-will, 
as this between matters and fervants.- (2.) Their joint de- 
pendence upon the divine providence. They exprefied their. 
kindnefs to each other, by ptaying one for another. ‘They 
fhew not only their courtefy, but.their piety ; and an acknow- 
ledgement, that: all good comes from the prefence and blefling 
of God; which therefore we {hould value and defire above a- 
ny thing elfe, both for ourfelves aad others. Let us from 
hence learn to ufe, [1.] Courteous falutations, as expreffions 
of a fincere good-will to our friends. *, [2.] Pious ejaculations, 
lifting up our hearts to God for his favour, in fuch fhort pray- 
ers as thefe. . Only we muft take heed that they do not de- 
“generate into a formality, left in them we take the name. of the 
Lord our God-in vain; but if we be ferious in them, we may 
in them keep up our communion with God, and fetch in mers. 
cy and grace from him. Tt appears to have been the ufual cufs 


4thly, He took an account from his reapers: concerning a 
ftranger he met with in the field, and gave neceflary orders 
concerning her, that they fhoald not touch her, ver. 9. nor re-. 
proach her, ver. 15. Mafters maft take care, not only that 
they do no hurt themfelyes, but that they fuffer not their fer- 
vants, and thofe under them, to do hurt. . He alfo ordered 
them to be kind to her, and Let fall fome of the handfuls on pur- 
pofe for her. Though it is fit mafters fhould ‘reftrain and re- 
buke their fervants waftefulnefs; yet they fhould not tie them 


with prudent directions. eS sean : 4% 

2. Boaz:was very kind to Ruth, and ihewed ‘her a great 
deal of favour, reduced to it by the account he had of her, - 
and what he obferved concerning her; God alfo inclining his 


ferved this {tranger among them, and got intelligence’ from his 
particular account ¢ - 


1, The {teward gave to Boaz avery fair account of her, _ 
proper to recommend lier to, his favour, ver. 6,7. (4-). That 
fhe was a f{tranger; and therefore. one of thofe that, by the 
law of God, were to gather the gleanings of the barveft, Lev. 
xix. 9, 1¢.. She is the Moabitifh damfel. (2.) That fhe was | 
allied to his family: She came back with Naomi, the wife of 
Elimelech, a kinfman of Boaz. (3.) That fhe wasa profe- 
lyte ; for fhe came out of ¢he country of Moab, to fettle in the 
land of Ifrael. (4.) That fhe was very modeft, and had not, 
gleaned till fhe had afked leave. (5.) That fhe was. very in- 
duftrious, and -had. continued clofe to her work from morning 
even until now. And the poor that.are induftrious, and will. 
ing to take pains, are fit to be encouraged. - Now, in the heat 
of the day, the tarried a little in the houfe, or booth, that was 
fet up in the field for fhelter from the weather, to repofe her- 
‘felf; and fome fuggeft, that it is probable the retired for her de- 
yotion. But fhe foon came back. to her work, and, except 


was not what fhe had: been. ufed to. Servants fhould be juft 


- in the chara¢ters and, reports they give to their mafters, and 
| take heed they do not mifreprefent any perfon, nor, without. 
they expreffed, (1.) Their mutual refpeét to.each other; he to | ce Ea ht ; 


.caufe, difcourage their mafter’s charity... > 


ll, 


_dly, Boaz hereupon was extremely civil to her-in_ divers 


tom, thus to with reapers good fpeed, Pfal. cxxix. 7, 8. ‘ 


up from being charitable, but give them allowance for that, — 


heart to countenance her. ; Coming among his reapers, he ob- 


« 


that little intermiflion, has been clofe at it all day,. though it 


‘inftances, (1-) He ordered her to attend his reapers in eve~ 


O78 
pet 
4) 


ry field, they gathered. im, and bed to glean in another fiel 


aes 
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Chap. Il. 


for fhe fhould -not need to go any where clfe to mend herfelf, 
vet. 8. Abide here faft by my maidens; for thofe of her own 


- 


fex were the fitteft company for her. (2.) He charged.all his 


fervants to be very tender of her, and refpe@ful to her, who, 


no doubt, would be foto one whom. they. fawetheir matter kind 
to. She-'was a ftranger, and, it. is probable, cher language, 
drefs, and mein, differed, much from theirs; but he charged 
them, that, they fhould.not in any. thing affront -her,-or be abu. 
five to her; as rude fervants are. too, apt.to be,to rangers, 
(3+) He bids her -welcome to the entertainment he had provi- 
‘ded for his ‘own fervants. |, He ordered her, not, only.to drink 
of the water which was drawn for them, ‘for that feems:to be 


“the liquor he, means, ver. 9» drawn fromthe famous’ well of 


Bethlehem, which waSby the ‘gate, the water of which David 


longed. for. 2 Samy. XRiliga 5.5. but’at meal \timeto come eat of 


their bread, vers 4.5 yeas and the fhould be' welcome.to their 
fauce to, Come dip thy morfel in the Vinegar, to make it favou- 
AY; for God.allows: us.net only nourifhing, but relifhing food, 
not, for.neceflity, only, but, for, delight. -Aind;:for encouragement 
to,her, and. MirgGionto the fervants, he: himfel happening to 
be-prefent. when the, reapers fat down:to meat, reachediher par- 
ched.corn,to eats) +Itris-no difparagement:to the fine{t handy to 
be reached forth tothe needy, ( Prov. :xxxix 20.) and to be'em- 
ployed. in ferying the poor, ‘Obferve;: Boaz was snot feanty in 
his provifion.for his. reapers, but fent them fo much ‘more ‘than 


enough. for themfelves,as would:bé) entertainment fora ftran- | 
ger. Thus theres that Scattercthy and. yet inereafethi\( 4.) Fle 


commended héf,for-her dutifulcrefpeéts to: ther» motherindaw ; _ 


which, thoughjhe did not: know herby: fight, yethe had ‘héard 


Off Were ba thasbeem fully foewed me all that thon aft done 


wala thy.mather-in-lawb. -Note, ‘Thofe thatido well ought: to 
have the praifeof ity :,But that: which efpecially he commended 


her for, was; that fhe had» eft her Own’ country, ‘and was ‘be- - 
. ewifh religioms for forthe’ Chaldee _ 


come a profelyte to the 
expounds) ity,-Thou art come to be profelyted, and to dwell among 
apceple,aubich thouknowef not, ' Thofe that leave all to‘em- 
brace the true: religion, are worthy of double honour.» ( 5.) He 
prayed sforsher, veroir2.. The’ Lord “recompenfe thy work. 


-Her ftronguaffeétion to the commonwealth’ of Irael, to which j 
the, was by birth. an alien, was fuch a work’of the divine grace — 


in her, as would certainly be crowned with a full reward b 


him, under whofe wings fhe twas come to trufl. Note, Thofe 
that by faith come under ‘the wings of ‘the divine’ grace, and | 
have-a full complacency and ‘confidence'in that’ grace, may be | 
fure ofa full recompenfe of reward for. their'fo doing. ‘From 
this expreflion the Jews defcribe a profelyte'to be one ‘that is 
Laftly, He | 


Sathered:under the wings of the divine Maje/ly. 
encouraged her'to'go on in. her gleaning, and’ did not offer to 


_ take heroff from that : forthe greateft kindnefs we can do | 


Our’ poor-telations; is’ to aflift “and encourage their induftry. 
Boaz ordered! his fervants to let her glean among the fheaves, 


where otheripleaners were not allowed to-come, and’ not to're- — 
proach-her, a @. not to-call her thief, or to fufpect her of ta- - 


King-more than’ was allowed her, -ver. 15. All this thews 
Boaz to be a man of @ generous” fpirit, and one’ that, agcord- 
ing to the law, confidered the heart ofa flranger +: 
3+ Rath received his favours with a great deal ofhumility 

and gratitude, and carried herfelf with as ‘much decency in her 

place, as he did in his ; but little thinking ‘that! fhe fhould ‘fhort- 


y be the miftrefs of that field the was now gleaning in.” (1.) 


She paid all poflible refpect to him, and ‘gave him honour, ac- 


cording to the ufage of the country, ‘ver. 10. | She fell on ber 
. face, and bowed herfeif to the ground. Note, Good breeding . 
. pq great ornament to religion, and we muft render honour to |- 
whom honour is due, (2.) She humbly owned herfelf unwor- 


thy of his favours #-J am a flranger s yet "V0: and ‘not Tike one 
Vor. IL, 


= # 


‘ 


~ 
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of thy handmaids, ver. 13. not fo well drefed, nor f well 
taught, not fo neat, or & handy. Note, It well beconie§ sus 
all to think meanly of ourfelves, ahd to take. notice.of that in 
ourfelves which is diminifhing, efteeming others better than 
ourfelves. 3.) She gratefully acknowledged ‘his kindnefs to 
her:: though it was ‘no feat expence to’! him! nor ‘much more 
than-what he was obliged to by the divine law; yet the mag+ 
nifies and admires it: Why have I found grace in thine eyes ? 
ver..10. She begs the continuance of his good-will: Let-me 
Jind favour in thy fizht, ver. 1 3- and owns, that what he had 
faid had been‘a Cordial to her: Thou haft comforted me, for 
that thou haf} {poken Jriendly toi me. Thofé that are great, and 
in, high; places, know not how much good they may ido to their 
inferiors with a_kind look, or by fpeakinig friendly to them ; 
and fo {mall an‘ expence,- one would think, they fhould not 
grudge, when it fhall-be put upon the fcore’of their charity. 
(4.}- When Boaz gave her her dinner with ‘his reapers, fhe 
only ate fo much as. wouldifaffice ‘her, and Jef! the teft 3 and 
prefently rofe up tojgleany, ver 14,1 ge. Shevdid not; under 
pretence either of her want, or of herjlabour, eat more than 
Was convenient for her, nor fo much as to disfit her for her 
work’ the afternoon. | 'T emperance is a friend to induftry ; 
and we mioftieat and drink to ftrengthen us for bufinefs, not 
to indifpofe us toni. <5) . 

| 17So fhe gleaned in the field unti] even, and 
beat out that thé had gleaned: ‘and it was 4. 
bout an -ephah of batley. 18 { And the took 
it up, and went itito the city: and her mother- 


in-law faw what fhe had gleaned: ‘and fhe > 


brought forth, and gave to-her that fhe had re- 


ferved, after the was fufficed. ‘tg And hey mo-- 


ther-in-law {aid unto her, Where haft thou 


gleaned to-day? and where wroughteft thou? ° 


bleffed be he that did take knowledge of thee. 
And the fhewed her mother-in-law with whom 
fhe had wrought, and faid, The man’s name with 
whom I wrought to-day, is Boaz. 20 And Na- 
omi faid unto ‘her, daughter-in-law, Blefled de 
he of the Lorn, who hath not left off his kind- 
nefs'to the living and to the dead. And ‘Na- 


omi faid unto her, The man is near of kin un. 


tous, one of our next kinfmen, 21 And Ruth 
the Moabitefs faid, He faid unto me‘alfo, Thou 


fhalt keep faft’ by my young men, until. they — 


have’ ended all my harveft. 22 And Naomi 
faid unto Ruth her daughter-in-law, Z¢-ip good, 


“my daughter, that ‘thou go out with his maid 
ens, that they meet thee not’in any other field, - 


23 So fhe kept faft by the maidens of Boaz to 


glean, unto the end of ‘barley-harveft, and of: 


wheat-harveft; and dwelt with her mother. 
in-law. °° EO nga ae = A 
Here, 1. Ruth finifhes her ‘day’s. work, ver. Ee ge) 
She took care not to lofe time; for fhe gleaned until even, 
We mutt not be weary of well-doing, becaufe in due feafon 
we fhall reap, She did not make an excufe to fit ftill, or 20 


home tiil the evening. . Let us werk the works of him thad 


Sent us while i ‘is day. She. fearce ufed, mauch Jefs, did fhe 


‘bufé the kindnefs of Boaz 3 for though. he ordered his ferro Fs 
Dd 
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" < own induftry, 


* 


; together, 


oy 


aa akind providence had favoured her in it, 


* ‘tion for us to afk ourfelves in the ‘clofe of every day, Where 


Ero 


to leave handfuls for her, fhe coutinued to glean the f{cattered 
ears. (2+) She took care not to lofe what fhe had gathered, 
bat threfhed it herfelf, that fhe might the eafier carry it home, 
and might have it ready for ule. The floihful man roafleth 
at that which be took in hunting, and fo lofeth the benefit of it 5 
but the fubfiance of a diligent man is precious, Prov., Xil. 27. 
Ruth bad gathered it ear by ear; but when fhe had put it all 
it was an ephah of barley, about four pecks. Many 
a litJe makes a great deal.- It is an encouragement to indul- 
try, that in all labaur, even that_of gleaning, there is profit ; but 
the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury. When fhe had got 
her corn into as little compafs as fhe cculd, fhe took it ap her- 
{elf, and carried it into the city 5 though, had fhe afked them, 
it is likely fome of Boaz’s fervants would have done that. for 
her. We fhould ftudy to be as little as potlible tronblefome 
to thofe that are kind to us. She did not think it either too 
hard, er too mean a fervice, to carry her corn herfelf into. the 
city; but was rather pleafed with what fhe had got by’ her 

and careful to fecure it- And let us thus take 
éare that we-lofe not thofe things which we have wrought, 
avhich’we have gained, 2 John 8. 

2. She paid her refpeéts to her mother-in-law: went ftraight 
tome to her, and did not go to jangle with Boaz’s fervants ; 
frewed her what foe had gleaned, that fhe might fee fhe had 
not been idle, ee” 

if, She entertained her with what fhe had left ofthe good 
dinner Boaz had given her. She gave to her that, fhe had re- 
ferved, after fhe was fufficed, ver. 18. which refers to ver. 


44. | If fhe had any thing better than another, her mother — 


‘Vhus, haying fhewed induftry a- 
So childrens maintaining their 
and it is part of the honour 
Matth. xv. 6. 

day’s work, and how 


fhould have part with her. 
road, fhe /hewed piety at home, 
parents is called, 1 Tim. v. 43 
due to them by the fifth, commandment, 

2dly, She gave her an account of her 


comfortable to her; for the gleanings that a righteous man 
hath, are better than the harvefts of many wicked, Pfal. 
x&xvi. 16. ne 

 (4.) Naomi afed her where fhe had been: Where haf? thou 
gleaned to-day ? Note, Parents fhould take ‘care.to inquire in- 
to the ways of their children, hows, and where, and in_ what. 
‘company, they fpend their time. 
travagancies which children left to themfelves run into, by 
awhich they bring both themfelves and their parents to fhame. 
If we are not our 
keepers: and we know what a fon Adonijah proved that had 
never been chidden. Parents fhould examine their children, 
nor to frighten or difcourage them, not fo as_to make them 
hate home, or tempt them to tell a lie; but to commend them 


if they have done well, and with mildnefs to reprove and cau-- 


It is a good quef- 


done otherwife. 


tion them, if they have 
have I gleaned to-day? What improvements have T made in 
‘knowledge and grace? what have’ I done or got, 
turn to a good account? ; 
- (2.) Ruth gave her a paraicular account of the kindnefs fhe 
had received from Boaz, ver. 19. and the hopes fhe had of 
farther kindaefs from him, he having ordered her to attend 
his fervants throughout all the harveft, ver» 21. Note, Child- 
“en fhould look upon themfelves as accountable to their: pa- 
rents, and. to. thofe that are over them; and not think it a dif 
" paragement to them tobe examined; but let them do that 
awhich is good, and they fhall have praife of the fame. Ruth 


told her mother what kindnefs Boaz had. fhewed her, that. 


occafion: or another to acknowledge it,. 
But the did not-tell her how Boaz 


he might take fome 
d return him thanks ; 


Re Uy TG 


which made it very: 


‘that has the right to redeem our eftate that was mortgaged, 
. N 


This may prevent many ex- | 


brethrens, yet fure we) are our childrens ~ 


that will — 


N 


had 
not to praife ourfelves, but not to be forward to publifh others 
praifes of us. : at pes a 
(3.) We are here told what Naomi faid to it. [1,] She 
prayed heartily for him that had been her daughter’s benefac- 
tor, even before fhe knew who it was, ver. 19. Bleffed be hes 
whoever be was, that did take knowledge of thee; {hooting the 
arrow of prayer at a venture. But more particularly, when 
fhe was told who it was, ver. 20+ Bleffed be he of the Lord. 
Note, The poor mutt pray for thofe that are kind and liberal 
to them, and thus requite them, when they are not capable of 
making them any other requital. Let the loins of the poor blefs 
thofe that refrefh them, Job xxix. 13. XXX1. 20. And “he 


that hears the eries of the poor again{t their oppreffors, Exod. 
will hear the prayers of the poor 


xxii. 27. it may be hoped, 
for their benefactors. She now remembered the former kind- 
neffes Boaz had fhewed to her hufband and fons, and joins 
thofe to this: He has not left off his kindne/s to the living and 
to the dead. If we generoufly thew kindnefs even to thofe 
that feem to have forgotten our former favours, perhaps it may 
help to revive the remembrance, even of them which feemed 
buried. ey Gea LiEX, agegty's) Sst 

2, She acquainted Ruth with the relation their family 
was in to Boaz: The man is near of hin tous. It fhould 
{ecm fhe had been fo long in Moab, that fhe had forgot her 
kindred in the land of Lfracl, till by. this providence God, 
brought it to her mind. At leaft, fhe had not told Ruth of 
it, though it might have been fome encouragement toa, young 
profélyte. Unlike to humble Naomiare many, who, though 
tullen into decay themfelves, ate continually bragging of their 
great relations. Nay, obferve the chain of thougiit-here, and 
in it a chain of providences, bringing about what was defigned 
‘concerning Ruth, Ruth names Boaz as one that ha 20 
kind to her. Naomi bethinks herfelf who that fhould be, 
and prefently recolleéts herfelf, The man is near of kin to us 5 
now L hear his name, I remember him very well. This 
thought brings in another 5. he is our next kinfman 5 our Goel, 


and therefore from bim we may expect further kindnefs. That 
is the likelieft man im all Bethlehem to fet us ups Thus: God. 


brings things to our mind, fometimes of a fudden, that prove — 


p 


to have a wonderful tendency to our good. — 
_ [3-} She appointed 
fields of Boaz, ver. 22. Let them not meet thee in any other field, 
for that will be conftrued a contempt of his courtefy. "Our 


blefled Saviour is our Goel; it ts he that has right to redeem. 


If we expect to receive bonefit by him, let us. clofely adhere. 
to him, and to his fields, and his family : fet us not go to the- 
world and its fields for that which is to be had with him on-. 
ly, and which he has encouraged us to expect fromhim. Has. 
the Lord dealt bountifully with us? let us not be found in any: 
other field, nor feek for happinefs and fatisfaction inthe crea- 


ture. Tradefmen take it ill, if thofe that are in their books . i 
go to another fhop. \ We lofe divine favours, if we flight them. — , 


Some thick Naomi gave her daughter-in-law a tacit rebuke. 


She had {poke, ver. 21. of heeping faft by the young mens Nayy, 
i ic bis : ; 


faith Naomi, ver. 22. J¢ is good that thou go out qi 
maidens; they are fitter company for thee than the young. 


men, becawfe they were the principal labourers, and to them 


it for granted, while fhe attended the young men, her: fociety. 
would be with the. maidens, as was fit. UP epee 


6 Fi 


Ruth dutifully: obferved her mother’s dire@ions: She cone : ; 
tinued to glean, to the end not oaly of barley-harvett, but of 
» the wheat-haryeit which followed it 2 


na) 


~ 


Chap, I, _ 


commended her, ver. 71. ‘Humility teacheth us hot only 


Ruth to continue her attendance in the: ~ 


men. But they are too critical... Ruth fpake of the. young: 


‘Boaz had given direétions concerning her 5 and. Naomi takes. : 


it, that the might gather 
I! eS tone -« food: “ag 


Chas. iL. 


Pace . a 
food in harveft to ferve for winter, Prov. vie 6; ”, She alfo 
kept faft by the maidens ef Boaz, with whom fhe afterwards 
cultivated an acquaintance, which might do her fervice, ver. 
23- But the conftantly came to her mother at night in due 
time, as became a virtuous womaa, that was for working days, 
and not for merry nights. And when the harveft was ended, 
(as Bifhop Patrick expounds it), fhe did not gad abroad, but 
kept her old mother company at home. Dinah. went out to 
~ fee the daughters of the land, and we know what a difgrace 
her vanity ended in. Ruth kept home, and helped to main- 
tain her mother, and went out on no other errand bot to get 
provifion for her; amd we fhall find afterwards what preferment 
_ her humility and induftry ended in. Seeft thou a man diligent 
an his bufinefs ? honour is before him. 


‘ 


, CaBt As Par CEL; 

We found tt.very eafy, in the former chapter, to applaud the 
decency of Ruth's carriage, -and to Jhew what good ufe 
we may make of the account given us of it; but, in this 
chapter, we foall have much ado to vindicate tt, and to 
clear it from the imputation of indecency, and to fave it 

from having an cil ufe made of it: but the goodne/s of thofe 
times was fuch as faves this here from beimg ill done; and 
yet the badnefs of thefe times is Such, as that it will not 
Jufify any naw in doing the-like. Here ity 1. The direc- 
_tions- Naomi gave’to her daughter-in-law how to claim 
Boaz for her hufband, ver. 1,—~ 5. IL. Ruth's punGual 
' _ obfervance of thofe directions, ver. 6,7. Ih. The kind 
and honourable treatment Boaz gave ber, ver. 8y—15. 
‘IV. Her return to her mother-in-la uw, ver. 16,—18. 


HEN Naomi her mother-indaw faid un- 
§  toher, My daughter, fhall I not feek reft 
for thee, that it may be well with thee? 2 And 
now zs not Boaz of our kindred, with whofe 
maidens thou waft? Behold, he winnoweth 
barley to night in the threfhing-floor. 3 Wath 
thyfelf therefore, and anoint thee, -and: put thy 
raiment upon thee, and get thee down to the 
. floor : but make not’ thyfelf known unto the 
man, until he fhall have done eating and drink- 
ing. 4 And it (hall be when he lieth down, 
‘that thon fhalt mark the place where he {hall 
ie, and thou thalt go in, and uncover his feet, 
and lay thee down ; and he will tell thee what 
_ thou fhalt do. 5 And fhe faid unto her, All 
_ that thou fayeft unto me, I will do. 
; 4 _ Here, 1. Naomi’s care for her daughter’s comfort is, with- 
_ out doubts very commendable, and is recorded for imitation. 
She had no: thoughts of marrying herfelf, chap. i. 12. But 
. though fhe that was old had. refolved upon a perpetual widow- 
hood, yet the was far from the thoughts of confining her daughter- 
in-law to it, that was young. ‘Age muft not make itfelf a flan- 
_ dard to youth. On the contrary, the is full of contrivance how 
to get her well married. Her wifdom projected that for her 
_ daughter, which her‘ daughter's modetty forbade her to proje& 
. for herfelf, ver. 1. This Me did, (1.) In juftice to the dead, 
_ to raife up feed-to them that were gone, and {fo to preferve the 
family from being extin&,  (2.) Im kindnefs and gratitude to 
_ her daughter-in-law, who had carried herfelf very dutifully and 
— refpeétfully to her, My daughter, (faith the, looking vpon 


Var her in all refpects as her own), hall I uot feck reft for thee, - 


~ 


x 
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_ than fhe could have at his own houfe. 
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i. ¢.a fettlemont in the marsied Mote? fhall-t not get thee a 
good hutband, shat i¢ may be well with thee, ze. that thon 
mayett live-plentifully and pleafantly, and not {pend all thy 
days in this mean and melancholy condition we now live in? 
Note, [1.] A married ftate is or thould be a fate of reft to 
young people = wandering afte@ions are then fixed, and: th= 
heart muft bevat reft : it is reft in the houfe of a hufband, and 
in his heart, chap. i..9. Thofe are giddy indeed, that marri 
age doth not compofe. [2.] That which fhould be defred 
and defigned by thofe that enter into the married {tate, is, 
that-tt may be well wiih them: in order to which, it is necef- 
fary that they chufe well; otherwife, inftead of being a reft to 
them, it may prove the greate(t uneafinels. Parents, in dif 
pofing of their children, muft have this in their eye, that it 
may be well with them. And be it always remembered, that 
that is bef for us which is bef for our fouls. [/3.] It is the 
duty of parents to feek this reft for their children, and to do 
all that is fit for them to do in due time, in order to it. And 
the more dutiful and refpeétful they are to them, though they 
can the worfe {pare them, yet they fhould the rather prefer 
them, and the better. 

2. The courfe the took in order to her daughter’s prefer- 
ment was very odd, and looks fufpicious. If there were any 
thing ill in it, the fault muft lie upon Naomi, who put her 
daughter upon it, and who knew, or fhould know, the laws 
and ufages of Ifrael better than Ruth. 
Boaz being near of kin to the deceafed, and (for ought Naomi 
knew to the contrary) the neare(t of all now alive, was oblig- 
ed by the divine law to marry the widow of Mahlon, who 
was the eldeft fon of Elimelech, and was dead without iffue, 
ver. 2. fs not Boas of our kindred, and therefore bound in 
confcience to take care of our affairs ? 
mind him of his duty? This may encourage us to lay ‘ourfelyes 
by faith at the feet of Chrift, that he is our near kinfman, hay- 
ing taken our nature upon him; he is, bone of our bone, and 
Jicfo of our flefo. (2.) Tt was aconvenient time to mind him 
of it, now he had got fo much acquaintance with Ruth, b 
her conftant attendance on his reapers during the whole: har- 
vet, which was now ended; and he alfo by the kindnefs he 
had fhewed to Ruth in leffer matters, had encouraged Naomi 
to hope that he would not bagunkind; much lefs unjuft, in 
this. greater. 
apply to him when he made a ‘winnowing-feaft at his threfh. 
ing-floor, ver. 2. then and there completing the joy of his har- 
velt, and’ ti eating his workmen like a kind matter: He win- 
noweth barley to-n'ght ; i. e. he makes his entertainment to- 
night. As Nabal and Abfalom had feafts at their fheep-thears 
ing, fo Boaz at his winnowing. 
the moft proper perfon to do it herfelf; and perhaps it: was 
the ufage in that country, that in this cafe the woman fhould 
make the demand : fo much is intimated by the law, Deut. 
xxv. 7, 8, 9. Naomi therefore orders her daughter-in-law to 
make herfelf clean and neat, not to make herfelf fine, ver. Be 
Wafh thyfelf, and anoint thee ; not paint thee, as Jezebel ; put 
on thy raiment, but not the attire of the harlot; and go down, 
to the fleor, whither, it is probable, fhe was invited to thé 
fupper there made : 
not make her errand known, (otherwife fhe herfelf could not 
but be very well kiiown among Boaz’s reapers) till the com- 
pany was difperfed, and Boaz was retired. And,. upon this 
occafion, fhe would have an eafier accefS to him in private, 
And thus far was well 
enough. But, (4.) Her coming to lie down at his feet when 


| he was afleep'in his bed, had fuch an appearance of evil; was 


fuch an approach towards it, and might have been fuch antipc- 
cation of it, that ve know not well how to jultify it. 
rh Poa  ° expofitors 


And fhe thought it was-a good opportunity to - 


(1.) It was true, that 


Why fhould we not — 


a * 


(3.) Naomi thought Ruth, 


but fhe muft-not make herfelf known,i. es | 
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expofitors think it unjuttifiable, particularly the excellent Mr 
Poole. We muft not do evil, that good may come. ~ It is 
dangerous. bringing the fpark and the tinder together ; for how 
great a macter may a little fire kindle? All agree that it is not 
to be drawn into a precedent; neither our laws nor our times 
are the fame that were then. Yet here I am willing,to make 
the: beft of it. If Boaz was, as they prefumed, the-pext kinf- 
man, fhe was his wife before God, (as we fay), and there 
needed but little ceremony to complete the nuptials; and Na- 
omi did not intend that Ruth fhould approach to him any o- 
therwife than as his wife. She knew Boaz to be*not only an 
old man, (fhe would not have trufted to that alone in ventur- 
ing her daughter-indaw fo near him,) but a grave fober man, 
a virtuous and religious man, and one that feared God. She 
knew Ruth to be a modeft woman, cha/le, and a keeper at home, 
Tit. ii. 5. The Hraelites had indeed been once debauched 
by the daughters of Moab, Numb. xxv. 1. But this Moab- 
itefs was none of thofe daughters. Naomi herfelf defigned no- 
thing but what was honeft and honourable ; and her charity, 
which Jelieveth all things, and hopeth all things, banifhed and 


: forbade all fufpicion, that either Boaz or Ruth would offer 


any thing but what was likewife honeft and honourable. — If 
what fhe advifed had been then as indecent and immodeft (ac- 
cording to the ufage of the country) as it feems now to us, we 
cannot think, that if Naomi had had-fo little virtue, (which 
yet we have no reafon to fufpect,) that fhe fhould have had fo 
little wifdom as to put her daughter upon it, fince that alone 
might have marred the match, ‘and have alienated the affec- 
tions of fo grave and good a man as Boaz fromsher. We mutt 
therefore conclude, the thing did not look fo ill then as it doth 
now. Naomi referred her daughter-in-law to Boaz for fur- 
ther direétions. When fhe had thus made her claim, Boaz, 
who was more learned in the laws, would tell her what Jhe 
nufi do. ‘Thus muft we lay ourfelves at the feet of our Re- 
deemer, to receive from him our doom: Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do? A&s ix. 6. oe ieee 


We may be fure if Ruth had apprehended any evil in that | 


which her mother advifed her to, fhe was a woman of too 
much virtue, and too much fenfe, to promife as fhe did, ver. 
5. All that thou fayeft unto me, I will do. Thus mutt the 


younger fubmit to the elder, and to their grave and prudent 


‘counfel, when they have nothing worth {peaking of to object 
again{t it. “ 

_ 6 And fhe went down unto the floor, and. 
‘did according to all that her mother-in-law 
bade her. 7 And when Boaz had eaten and 
drunk, and his heart was merry, he’ went to lie 
down at the end of the heap of corn: and fhe 
came foftly, and uncovered his feet, and laid 
her down. 8 §.And it came to pafs at mid- 


night, that the man was afraid, and turned, 


himfelf: and behold, a woman lay at his feet. 
-g And he faid, Who art thou? and fhe an- 
fwered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: fpread 
therefore thy {kirt over thine handmaid, for 
thou art a near kinfman. 10 And he faid, Blef- 


fed be thou of the Lorp, my daughter: for thou | 


haft fhewed. more. kindnefs in the latter end, 
than at the beginning, inafmuch. as thou. fol- 


lowedit not young men, whether poor or rich. 


11 And now, my daughter, fear not, I will do 


Chap. Ie: ** 


to thee all that thou requireft: forall the city 

of my people doth know, that thou arta virtu- 
ous woman. 12 And now itistrue, thatlam 
thy near kinfman: howbeit there isa kinfman ~ 
nearer than i. 13 Tarry this night,and itfhall ~ 
be in the morning, ¢bat if he will perform unto 

thee the part of a kinfman, well,let him do the 
kinfman’s part; but if he will not do the part 

of a kinfman to thee, then will I do the part of 


until the morning. a xe 


a kinfman to thee, as the Lorp liveth: lie down - 


Here is, 1. Boaz’s good management of his common af 
fairs, it is probable, according to, the. common ufage. (1.) : 
When his fervants winnowed, he was with them, and had his 
eye upon them, to prevent not only their ftealing any GF His Pa 
corn; he had no reafon to fear that; but their wafte ofj it _ 
through careleffnefs in the winnowing of it. Mafters may ful- 
tain great lofs by fervants that are heedlefs, though they be 
honeft ; which is a reafon why men fhould be diligent to know 


the flate of their own flocks, and look wellto them. (2-) 


When he had more than ordinary work to be done, he treat- © 
ed his fervants with extraordinaries, and, for their encourage- 
ment, did eat and drink with them. It well becomes thofe 


that are rich and great, to be generous too, and yet to be fa- 


miliar with thofe that are under them, and employed for them. _ 
(3.) When Boaz-had fupped with his workmen, and beena _ 
while pleafant with them, he went to bed in due time fo early, 
that by midnight he had his firft fleep, ver. 8. and thus he — - 
would be fit for his bufinefs, betimes next morning. All that: 
are good hufbands will keep good hours, and not indulge them- _ 
felves or their families in unfeafonable mirth, The Chaldee. — 
paraphrafe tells us, ver. 7. that Boaz eat and drank, and his _ 
heart was good (and fo the Hebrew word is), and he blefed 
the name of the Lord, who.had heard his prayers, and taken 
away the famine from the land of Ifrael. So that he went fo- 
ber to bed, his heart was in a good frame, and not overchar-- 
ged with furfeiting and drunkennefs. And he did not go to 
bed without prayer. Now he had eaten, and was full, he 


bleffed the Lord; and now he was going to reft, committed 


\ 


t a f 
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to redeem us; come.under his Witigs, as we are invited, Mat. 
Xxin. 37. and beg of him to. /pread his Seirt over us. Lord 
Jefus, take ‘Me into thy covenant, and under thy care: Jam 
oppreffed, undertake for me. re b ; 

3. The good acceptance Ruth gained with Boaz.’ What 
fhe did had no ill effeét, either one way or-other; fo that 
Naomi was not miftaken in-her good opinion-of herkinfman. 
He knew her demand was ju(t and honourable, and treated 


her accordingly, and did not deal with his Sifter as with a har- 


dt; Gen. xxxiy. 31. For, (1.) He did: not offer to violate 
her chaflity, though he had all the opporturiity that could be 
for it. The Chaldee paraphrafe thus defcants upon it He 
Subdued his concupifcence, and did not approach to her, bul did 
as Fofeph the Fuf, who would not come near his Egyptian 
miftrefs ; and as Phaltiel the Pious, who, when Saul gave him 
Michal, David's wife, (1 Sam. XXV. 44.) put a fword be- 
tween himfelf and her, that he might not touch her. Boaz knew 
it was not any finful luft that brought her thither, and there- 
fore bravely maintained both his own honour and hers. (2.) 
He did not put any ill conftruétion upon .what fhe did, did not 
reproach her as an impudent woman, and unfit: to make an ho- 
neft man’s wife. She having approved herfelf well in his fields, 
and all her carriage having been modeft and decent, he would 
not from this inftance entertain the leaft fufpicion of her cha- 


mi rater, or feem to do fo; perhaps blaming himfelf that he had- 
t pernap & 


not offered the fervice of a kinfman to thefe diftrefled_widows,, 
and faved her this trouble ; and ready to fay, as Judah .con- 
“cerning his daughter-in-law, She is more righteous than I. 

- But, on the contrary, (1.) He commended her, fpoke 
kindly to her, called her his daughter, and: {poke honourably 
of her, as a woman’ of eminent virtue. She had fhewed in 
this inftance more kindnefg to her mother-in-law, and to the 
family into’which fhe had matched, than in any inftance yet. 
It was very kind to leave her own country, and come along 
with her mother to the land of Iftael, to dwell with her, and 
help to maintain her: for this he had bleffed her, chap. ii. rr. 


_ But now he faith, Thou haff foewed more hindnefs in the latter 


* 


fas hea. Epi 


end than at the'beginning, ver. 10, in that fhe confulted not her 


own fancy, but her hufband’s family, in marrying again. She 
received not the addrefles of young men, (much lefs did the 
feek them), whether poor or’ rich; but was willing to marry 
as the taw direéted, though it were to an: old man; becaufe it 
was for the honour and intere(t of the family into which the 
had matched, and for which fhe had an entire kindnefs. Young. 
people, mult aim, in difpofing themfelves, not fo much to pleafe. 
their own eye, as to pleafe:God.and:their parents. ~ -_ 

* (2.) He promifed her marriage, ver. 11. Fear not that I 


will flight thee, or expofe thee; no; Z will do a/l that thou res 


quirefi; for it is the fame that the law. requires from the next 
of kin, and I have no reafon to. decline it; for all the city of 
my people doth kriow, that thou art a virtuous woman, ver. 11. 
Note, [1.] Exemplary virtue ought to have its: due praife, 
Phil. iv. 8. and it will recomni€nd both men and women to 
the efteem of the wifeft and belt... Ruth. was’a poor woman, 


_ and poverty oft obfcures the luftre of virtue ; yet Ruth’s vir- 


tues, even in a mean condition, were generally taken notice 


of, and could not be hid: nay, her virtue took “away the re- 


proach of her poverty. Af poor people be but good peoples. 
they ‘fhall have honour. from;God and man... Ruth had been. 
rematkable for her humility, which paved the way. to this ho- 


nour. The lefs fhe proclaimed .her own geodnefs, the more 
did her neighbours take notice of it.. [2.]-In the choice ~ 


of yoke-fellows, virtue fhould efpecially be regarded, known, 
approved virtue. Let religion determine the choice, and it 
will certainly crown the choice, and make it comfortable. 
Wifdom is better than-gold; and when.it is faid to be good with 
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an inheritance, the meaning is, that an inheritance is worth lire 
tle without it. ‘ 

(3.) He made his promife conditional, and could not do 
otherwife; for it feems there was a kinfman- that was nearer 
than he, to whom the right of redemption did belong, ver. 12. 
This he knew: but we may reafonably fuppofe Naomi (who: 
had been long abroad, and could not be exadt in the pedigree of 
her hufband’s family) was ignorant of it, otherwife fhe would 
never have fent her daughter to make her claim of Boaz. Vet 
he doth not bid her go herfelf to this other kinfman: that had 
been to put too great a hard{hip upon her. But he promifeth, 
[1.] That he-would himfelf propofe it to the other kinfmar, 
and know his mind. ‘The Hebrew word for a widow figni- 
fies one that is dumb. Boaz will therefore open his mouth for 
the dumb, Prov. xxxi. &. and will fay that for this widow 
which fhe knew not how to fay for herfelf [2:] That if 
the other kinfman refufed to do the kinfman’s part, he would 
do it; would marty the widow, redeem the Iand, and fo res 
pair.the family. This promifé he backs with a folema oath “ 
for it was a conditional contra of marriage, ver. 13. As ther 
Lord liveth. Thus keeping the matter in {ufpenfe, he bid her 
wait till morning: Bifhop Hall-thus fums up this matter ia 
his Contemplations. “ Boaz, in{tead of touching her as a wan- 
** tony bleffeth her asa father, encourageth her asa friend, 
“ promifeth her as a-kinfman, rewards her asa patron, and. 
“ fends her away laden with hopes and gifts, no lefs chafte, . 
“ more happy than fhe came. O admirable temperance, wor- 
“ thy the progenitor of him in whofe lips and heart there was » 
“no guile.” 


14 4 And the lay at his feet until the morn- 
ing: and fhe rofe up before one could know. 
another. And hefaid, Let it not be known that* 
a woman came into the floor. 15-Alfo he faid, . 
Bring the vail that thou baff upon thee, and. 
hold it. And when fhe held it, he meafured. 
fix meafures of barley, and laid it on her: and. 
fhe went into the city. 16And when fhe came - 
to her mother-in-law, fhe faid, Who art thou, 
my daughter? and fhe told. her all that the - 
man had done to her. 17 And fhefaid, Thefe - 
fix meafures of barley gave he me; for:he {aid 
_to me, Go not.empty unto thy mother-in-law. — 
18 Then faid fhe, Sit ftill, my daughter, until — 
thou know. how the matter will. fall.: -for the - 
man will not be in reft, until he have finifhed . 
the thing this day. . 
- Weare here told, ’. 
1. How Ruth was.difmiffed by Boaz. It had: not. been. 

fafe for her to g0 home. in the dead of the night; therefore .- 
JShe-lay at his feet (not by:his fide) unsil morning: but. as foon 
as ever the day broke, that fhe had light to go home, fhe got... 
away, before one..could know _another, that, if fhe were feen, . 
yet fhe. might not be known to be. abroad fo unfeafonably. She 
was not fhy.of being known to. be a gleaner in the field, nor 
afliamed of that mark of her poverty : but fhe would not will. - 
ingly be known to be a night-walker ; for her virtue was her . 
greateft honour, and-that which fhe moft valued. - ' 

- Boaz difmiffeth her, (1.) With a charge to keep counfel;~. 
ver. 14. Let it not be known that.a woman came into the fraor, 
and lay all night fo near to Boaz; for though. they needed: 


not to care much what people faid of them, while they were 
' : both ©: 


’ _ Daniel, bis three companions, and the King Meffiah. 
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both corfclous to themfélves of anunfpotted purity, yet becaufe 
few could have come fo near the fire as they did, and not have 
been fcorched, had it been known, it would have occafioned 
fufpicions in fome, and refleGions from others: good people 
would have been troubled, and ill people would have triumphed: 
and therefore let if not be known. Note, We mutt glways take 
care, not only to keep.a good confcience, but to €eep a good 
mame. Either we muft not do that which, though innocent, 
is Jiable to be mifinterpretéed; or, if we do, we mult mot let it 
be known. We mutt not only avoid fin, but fcandal. “There 
was Jikewife a particular reafon for concealment here. Tf this 
matter fhould take wind, it might prejudice the freedom of the 
other kinfman’s eleétion, and he would make this his reafon 
for refufing Ruth, that Boaz and fhe had been together. (2.) 
He 'difmiffeth her with a good prefent of corn; which would 
be very acceptable to her poor mother at home, and an evi- 
dence for her that he had not fent her away in diflike, which 
- Naomi might have fufpeéted, if he had fent her away empty. 
He gave it her in her vail, or apron, or mantle; he gave it 
' “her by meafure: like a prudent, corn-mafter, he kept an ac- 
“count of all ‘he delivered out. It was fix-mea/ures, i. e. fix 
comers, as is fuppofed, ten of which made an ephah. What- 
ever the meafure was, it is likely:he gave her as much as fhe 
could well carry, ver. 15. And the Chaldee faith, Strength 
was given her from the Lord to carry it; and adds, that now 
Gt was told her by the fpirit of prophecy, that from her foould 
defcend fix of the moft righteous men of their age, viz. David, 


2. How fhe was welcomed by her. mother-in-law. 
afked her, Who art thou my daughter? Art thou a bride or 
no? muft I give thee joy? So Ruth told her how the matter 
{tood, and where it ftuck, ver. 16, 17. Whereupon her mo- 
ther, (1-) Advifed her to be fatisfied in what was done: Sit 
Sill, my daughter, till thou know how’ the matter will fall, 
ver. 18.3 how it is decreed in heaven, fo the Chaldee reads it 5 
for rparriages are made there. She had done all that was fit 
for her to do, and now fhe mutt patiently wait the iffue, and 
not be perplexed about it. Let us learn hence, to caft our 


‘eare upon Providence, to follow that, and attend the motions, 
_of it, compofing ourfelves into an expectation of the event, — 


with a refolution to acquiefce in it, whatever it be. Sometimes 
that proves beft done for us, that is. leaft our own doing. Suz 
fill therefore, and fee how the matter will fall; and fay, Let 
it fall how it will, Tam ready for it. (2.) She affured her, 
that Boaz, having undertaken this matter, would approve him- 
felf a faithful careful friend: He qwill not be at ref till he have 
fiifbed the matter. Though it was a bufy time with him in 
his fields and his floor, yet having undertaken to ferve his friend, 
he would-not neglect the bufinefs. Naomi believes, that Ruth 
has won his heart, and that therefore he will not be eafy, till 
he knows whether fhe be his or no. This fhe gives as a rea- 
gon why Ruth fhould fit ftill, and not perplex herfelf about it, 
that Boaz had undertaken-it, and he would be fure to manage 
“it well. Much more reafon have good Chriftians to be care- 
ful for nothing, bur caft their care on God, becaufe he has pro- 
miled to care for them. And what need we.care if he do? 
Sit jill, and fee how the matter will fall ; for the Lord will 
perfed that which concerns thee, and will make it to-work for 
good to thee; Pfal. xxxvile 4, 5. Your firength is to fit fiill, 
Via, xxx. J 
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~ En this chapter we have the wedding between Boas and 
‘Ruth ; in the crrcumpances of which there was: fometbhiig 
uncommon 3 whichis kept upon record, for the wluftration 


__ not only of the law concerning the marrying of abrgiber’s 


She. 
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thee. 


—tanee, 


threfhing-floor the night before, was not at all inconfiftent, im 
thofe days of plainnefs, with the honour of his fitting judge in : 
Rk 4) ee rae 

: ( a 

ihe feo Scheme meth Ts a 


h bn 
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widow, Deut. xxv. 5, kee (for cafes help to expound 
laws), but of the golpeltoo; for from this marriage de« 
feended David, and ibe. fon of David, whofe efpoufals ta 
the Gentile church were hereby typified. We are here’ 
told, 1. How Boax gat clear of his rival, and fairly fhook 
kim off; ver. Iy—-8- Il. How bis marriage with Rutd — 
was publicly folmuized, and attentled with the good wi/bes 
of his neighbours, vet. Qy—32- IIL. The happy iffue that 
defeended from this marriage, Obed, the grandfather of 
David, ver.13,—17. And fo the book concludes with. 
the pedigree of David, ver, 18,22. Perhaps ut was to. 
ablige him, that the bleffed Spirit direGed the inferting of 
this fory into the facred canon, be being defirous, that the 
“wirtues of his great-grandmother Ruth, together with’ her. 
Geniile extraction, foauld be tranfmitied to poftertly, and 
the fizgular providences that attended hers» — et 


° 


- him down there: and behold, the kinf- ~ 
man of whom Boaz fpake, came by;. unto 
whom he faid, Ho, fuch a one, turn afide, fit 
down here. And he turned afide, and fat down. 


+» And he took ten men of the elders of the . 


city, and-faid, Sit ye down here. And they fat 
down. 3 And he faid unto the kinfman, Naomi 
that is come again out of the country of Moab, 
felleth a parcel of land, which was our brother 
Elimelech’s. 4 And I thought to advertile thee, 
faying, Buy it before the inhabitants, and be- 


it, then tell me, that 1 may know: for there is — 
none to redeem it befides thee, and I am after 
And he faid, I will redeem it,- 5 Fhen — 
faid Boaz; What day, thou buyeft the field of 


the hand of Naomi, thou mutt buy zt alfo of - 
Ruth the Moabitefs, the wife of the dead, to 


raife up the name of) the dead upon his i: -heri- 
6 F And the kinfman faid, I cannot 
redeem it for myfelf, leaft*l mar mine own in-. 


-heritance: redeem thou my right to thyfelf, for 


I cannot redeem it. 7 Now this was the man-. 


ner in former time m Hfrael, concerning re- ..__ 


deeming, and concerning changing, for tocon- — ~ 
firm all things: a man plucked off his fhoe, and a 
gave it to hisneighbour: and this was a tefti- - 
mony in Hrael. 8 Thefefore.the kinfman faid  -_ 
unto Boaz, Buy is for thee: fo he drew off his 

Here, 1. Boaz calls a court immediately. a Ke issproballe he. A 
was himfelf one of the elders (or aldermen) ofthe city; for 
he. was a mighty man of wealth: perhaps he was father of the 


city, and fat chief; for he feems here to have gone up to’ the it 


gate, as one having authority, and not as a common perfon, 
like Job, chap. xxx. 7, 5c. We cannot fuppofe hinr lefs than 


“a magiftrate in his city, who was grandfon to Nabshon, prince 
_ of Judah: and his lying at the end of a heap ofeornin the > 


y*HEN went Boaz up to the wate, and fat ye: 


fore the elders of my people. If thou wilt re- : 
deem it, redeem it; butif thou wilt not redeem” 


; 


Sal 


Fos 
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the gate. But why was Boaz fo hafty, why fo fond of the 
match? Ruth was not rich, but lived upon alms; not honour. 
able, but a poor ftranger ; the is/never {aid to be beautiful 3 if 
,ever the had been fo, we may fuppofe that weeping, and tra. 
velling, and gleaning, had withered her lilies and rofes. But 
that which made Boaz in love with her, and folicitons to CX» 
« pedite the affair, was, that-all her neighbours agreed, the was 
a virtuous woman: this fet her price with him far above ru- 
bies, Prov. xxxi. 10. And therefore he thinks, if, by marry- 
ing her, he might do her a real kindne&, he thould alfo do 
himfelf a very great kindnefs: he will therefore bring it to a 
head prefently. It was not a court-day, but he got ten men 


of the elders of the city to meet him in the town-hall over the | 


gate, where public bufinefs ufed to be tranfa&ed, ver: 2, So 


many, it-is likely, by the cuftom of the city, made a full court. ° 


_ Boaz, though a judge, would not be judge in his own caufe, but 
defired the concurrence of other elders. Honeft intentions 
dread, not a public cognifance. : 

| 2. He fummons his rival to come and hear the matter that 
‘was to be propofed to him, ver. 1; Ha, /uch a one, fit down 
here. He called him by his name, no doubt 3 but the divine 
hiftorian thought not fit to. record it ; 
to raife up the name of the dead, he 


deferved not to have, his 


“name preferved to future ages in this hiftory. Providence fa-. 


voured Boaz, in ordering it fo, that this kinfinan thould come 
~ by thus opportunely, jult when the matter was ready to be 
propofed tohim. Great affairs are fometimes-much further- 
ed by fimall circumftances, which facilitate and expedite them. 
3-, He propofeth to the other kinfman the redemption. of 
Naomi’s land ; which, it is probable, had been mortgaged for 
money to buy bread with, when the famine was in the land, 
ver. 3. Naomi had a parcel of land to fell, viz. the equity of 
the redemption of it out of the hands of the mortgagee, which 
the is willing to part with. Or, as fome think, it was her 
jointure for her life, and wanting money, for a fall: matter fhe 
would fell her intereft to the heir at law, who was fitteft to be 
the purchafer. This he gives the kinfman legal notice of, ver. 
4- that he might have the refufal of it. Whoever had ity mut 
pay for it. And Boaz might have faid, My money is.as good’ 
as my kinfman’s, if I have a mind to it, why may not I buy 
_ it privately, fince I had the firft proffer of it, and fay nothing 
to my kinfman? No: Boaz, though fond enough of the pur- 
chafe, would not do fo mean a thing, as.to-take a bargain over 
another man’s head, that was nearer akin to it. 
..taught, by his example, to be not only juft and. honeft, but 
fair and honourable, in all our dealings; and to do nothing; 
which we are unwilling fhould fee the light, but be above 
board. are ee 
4. The kinfman feemed. forward’ to redeem the land; 
till, he was. told, that, if he did that, ke mutt marty 


_ the widow, and them he flew off. He liked the land 
well enough, and _ probably catched at that the more 


greedily, becaufe he hoped that the poor widow being un- 
‘der aneceflity of felling, hé might have fo much the bet- 
‘ter bargains. J will redeem it, (faith he) with all my heart; 

_ thinking it would be.a fine addition to his eftate, ver. 4, But 
Boaz told him there was a young widow in the cafe; and if 
he have the land, he muft take her with it; terra tranfit cum 
 onere. Eijither. the divine law, or. the ufage of the country, 
would’ oblige -him to it;- or Naomi infilted upon it, that fhe 
fhould not fell the land, but upon.this condition; ver. 5. Some 
think this doth not relate to that law: of marrying the brother’s 
widow ; for that feems to oblige only the children of the fame 
father, Deut. xxv. 5. unlefs by cuftom it was afterwards made 
‘to extend to the next of kin; but that this refers to the law 


‘of redemption of inheritances, Ley. xxv. 24, 25.5 for it isa. 


Ro 


" mat the comfort of his inhéritance. 


for, becavfe he refufed « 


And we are ° 
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Goal}, a redeemer, that is here Anquired fors ancl if fo, it was 
not by the Jaw, bur by Naomi’s awn refolution, that the pur- 
chafer was to marry the widow, However it was, this,kin{. 
man; when he heard the conditions of the bargain, refufed it, 
ver. 6. J cannot redeem it for myfeif, T will not meddle with 
it upon thefe terms, 42 J mar my own inheritance. .Vhe land, 
he thought, would be an improvement of his inheritance; but 
not the lan@ with the woman, that would mar it, Perhaps he 
thought it would be a di{paragement to him to marry fuch a 
poor widow that was come from a (range country, and almoft 
lived -upoa alms. He fancied it would bea blemith to his fa 
mily, it would mar lis blood, and difyrace his pofterity. Her 
eminent virtues were not fuificient in his eye to balance this. 
The Chaldee paraphrafe makes his reafon for this refufal to be, 
that he had another wife; and if he fhould take Ruth, it might 
‘occafion ftrife and contention in his family; and that would 

Or he thought the might 
bring him a great many children, and. they would all expe& 

“ fhares out of his eltate, which would {catier it into too many 
bands, fo that his tamily would make the lefs figure. This 
makes many fhy of the great redemptian. They are not will. 
ing to efpoufe religion ; they have heard well of it, and have 
nothing to fay againft it 5. they will give it their good word,) 
but at the fame time they will give their good word with it,. 
they are willing to part with it, and cannot be bound to it, for 

‘ fear of marring their own inheritance in this worlds Heaven 
they could be glad of; but holinefs they can difpenfe with, it 
will not agree .with the’ lufts they have already e{poufed; and: 
therefore let who will purchafe heaven at that rate, they can- 
not. 4 

5~ The redemption right is fairly refigned to- Boaz. If this: 
namelefs kinfman loft a good bargain, a good eftate, and a 
good wife too, he may thank himfelf for not confidering it 
better 3. and. Boaz will thank himflf for making his way clear 
to that which he valued, and defired above. anything. Ja. 
thofe ancient times, it was not the ufage to pafs eltates by writ- 
ings, as afterwards, Jer. xxxii. 10. €¥c.5: but by. feme figo or: 
ceremony, as with us,, by livery and feifin, as we commonly | 
call it, that is, the delivery of {eifin, feifin of-a boule by giving: 

- the key, of land by giving turfandatwig, The ceremony" 

"here ufed:' was, he that furrendered,. plucked off his fooe, (the: 
Chaldee fiith, it. was the glove of his right hand),, and. gave it. 
to him to whom he made the furrender . intimating thereby, . 
that whatever right he-had.to tread or go upon the land, he: 
conveyed and.transferred it,. upon a valuable confideration, to’ 
the: parchafer.. Uhis was a teflimony in Ljrael, ver. 7. And. 
it was done in this cafe, ver. 8: If this kinfmaa was obliged 

’ ‘by the law to have married Ruth; and his refufal had been. a. 
contempt ofthat law, Ruth muft have-plucked off his Shae, and’ +, 

Spit-in his face, Deut. xxv. 9. Bat though his relation fhould., 
in fome.meafure oblige hinrto the duty, yet the diftance of hig 
relation might ferve to excufe him from ther penalty ;/ or: Ruth. 
might very well difpenfe with it, fince. ‘his refufat was all fhe: 

_ défired from him. © But Bithop Patrick, and the beft interpre- 
ters, think this had no relation to that law ;.and that the draw-- 
ing off of the fhoe was not any difgrace, as there ;, but a.confir-- 

» mation of thé farrender, and an evidence that it was not frau-- 
dulent, or furreptitioufly obtained. Note, Fair-and open-deal-- 


~ ings in all matters of contract and commerce, is:what all thofe- 


_ muft'make confcience of that would approve themfelves. Ifrael-- 
, ites indeed, without guile.’ How much more honourably andi 
honeftly doth Boaz come by this purchafe than if he had {e-- 
cretly undermined his kinfman, and privately clapped up.a bare. 
gain with Naomi, saknown to him? Honedty will be found the- 
belt policy.. . rye 


gf Andi 


/ 


like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build 


(whom Tamar bare unto Judah) of the feed 
“woman, 


- perform his promife made to Ruth, that he would do the kinf- 


-eftate that belonged to the family of Elimelech. If he had 


heart to ufe it fo? 
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9 | And Boaz faid unto the elders, and unto. 
all the people, Ye are witnefles this day, that I 
have bought’ all that was Elimelech’s, and all 
that was Chilion’s, and Mahlon’s, of the hand 
of Naomi. 10 Moreover, Ruth the Moabitefs, ’ 
the wife of Mahlon, have I purchafed to be my 
wife, to raife up the name of the dead upon his 
inheritance, that the name of the dead be not 
cut off from among his brethren, and from the 
gate of his’ placezvye are witneffes this day. 
a1 And all the people that were ithe gate, 
and the elders faid, Wé are witnefles: The Lorp 
make the woman that is come into thine houfe, 


the houfe of Ifrael: and do thou worthily in 
Ephratah, and be famous in Beth-lehem. 12 
And let thy houfe be like the houfe of Pharez 


which the Lorp fhall give thee of this young 


Boaz now fees his way clear, and therefore delays not to 


man’s part; but in the gate of his city, before the elders and 
-all the people, publifhed a marriage-contract between himfelf 
and Ruth the Moabitefs, and therewith the purchafe of all the 


not been (chap. ii. 1.) a mighty man of wealth, he could not 
have compafled this redemption, nor done this fervice to-his 
kinfman’s family. . What is a great eftate good for, but that it 
enables a man to. do fo much the more. good in his generation, 
and efpecially to thofe of his own houfehold, if he have but a 


Now, concerning this marriage, it appears, nae 
1, That it was folemnized, or at leaft publifhed, before ma- 


ny witneffes, ver. 9, 10. Ye are witneffes, (1.) That I have 


bousht the eftate. . Whoever has it, or any. part of it, mort- 
gh Abs Yap a) : 
gaged to them, let them come to me, and they fhall have. their 


money, according to the value of the lands which was compu- © 
ted by the number of years, to the year of jubile, (Lev. xxue 


15.) when it, would have returned of courfe to -Elimelech’s fa- 
mily. The more public the fales of eftates are, the better they 
are guarded againft frauds. (2. ).'Phat I have purchafed the 
widow to be my wife. He had no portion with her. What 
jointare fhe had was incumbered,. and he could not’ have it 


“without giving as much for it as it was worth ; and therefore 
he might well fay, he purchafed her; and yet being a virtu- 
ous woman, he reckoned he had a good bargain. Hou/e and ' 


riches are the inheritance of fathers; but a prudent wife is. more 
valuable, is from the Lord as a fpecial gift. He defigned, in 
“marrying her, to preferve the memory of the dead, that the 
name of Mahlon, though he left no fon to bear it up, might 
-pot be cut off from the gate of his place, but by this means 
might be preferved ; that it fhould be inferted in the public re- 
-gilter, that Boaz married Ruth the widow of Mahlon, the fon 


of Elimelech ; which pofterity, whenever they had occafion to 
confult the regifter, would take particular notice of. And this 


-hiftory being preferved for the fake of that marriage, and the 
-iffue of it, that proved an effectual means to perpetuate the 


-name of Mahlon, even beyond the thezght or intention of | 
.» Boaz, tothe world’s end. And obferve; that becaufe Boaz 
_did this honour to the dead, as well as this kindnefs to the li- - 
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ving, God did him the honour to’ bring hinvinto the genealogy 


- of the Mefliah, by which his family was dignified above all the - 


families of Ifrael ; while the other kinfiman, that was fo much 


afraid of diminifhing himfelf, and_marring his inheritance by — 


marrying the widow, has ‘his name, family and inheritance, bu- 
ried in oblivion and difgrace. A tender and generous concern 


for the honour of the dead, and the comfort of poor widows - 


and ftrangers, neither of which can return the kindnefs, ( Luke 
xiv. 74.) is what God will be well pleafed with, and will fure- 
ly recompenfe. Our Lord Jefus is our Goel, our Redeemer, 
our everla(ting Redeemer: he looked, like Boaz, with com-' 
paflion, on the deplorable ftate of fallen mankind. At a vaft 
expence he redeemed the heavenly inheritance for us, which 
by fin was mortgaged, and forfeited into the hands of. divine 
juftice ; and which we could never have been able to redeem. 


He likewife purchafed a peculiar people, whom he would es. 


fpoufe to himfelf, though ftrangers and. foreigners, like Ruth, 


“poor and defpifed, that thé name of that dead and buried race . 


might not be cut off for ever. He ventured the marring of his 


own inheritance to do this; for though he was rich, yet for our 
- fakes he became poor. 


But he was abundantly recompenfed for 
it by his Father, who, becaufe he thus humbled himfelf, hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name above every name. 
Let us own our obligations to him, make fure our contract with 
him, and-f{tudy all our days how to do him horour.. . 


-Boaz,,by making a public declaration of this marriage and 
purchafe, not only.fecured. his title again{t all pretenders, as it _ 


were by a fine with proclamations ; but put ‘honour upon Ruth, 
fhewed that he was not afhamed of her, and her, parentage and 


poverty, and left a teftimony againft clandeftine marriages. It ~ 


is only that which is evil that hates the light, and comes not to 


_ it.’ Boaz called, witneffes to what he did 3 for'it was what he 


could juftify, andi would, never difown. |, And. fuch regard. was. 


then had, even'to the contemned crowd, that not only thevel-— 


ders, but all the people that were in the gate, pafing and re- 
pafling, were appealed to, ver. 9. and hearkened to, ver, 
when- they faid,’ Weare witndfis. 9 


2. That it was attended with many prayers. The elders 


_andjall the people, when: they witneffed to.it, wifhed well to it, | 


and blefled it, ver. 11, 42. Ruth it fhould feem, _wwas NOW. 


~fent for; for they fpeak of her, ver, 12. as prefent, this young 
qwoman : and-he having taken her to wife, they look’ upon her 


‘as alféady come into his houfe. And very heartily they pray 
for the new-martied. couple. The fenior elder, itis likely, 


made this prayer, and the reft of the elders, with the people, 
joined in it; and therefore it is {poken of as made by them all: 


for, in public prayers, though but yone eaks we mutt all pr 
Obferve, (1) M: ‘des iy f : ee eae 


with*prayer ; becaufe. every créature, and every ‘condition, is 
that to us, and no more, that God makes it to be. It is civil 


a 


arriages ought to be bleffed, and accompanied - 


by 


« 
le 
oo 


* 


f 
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~ ther of Jeffe, the father of David. 


“Chap.IVe. 


was Efau, who was rejected ; but Rachel aod Leah did duild 
up the houfe of I/rael. All their children were in the church, 
and their offspring was numerous. May fhe be a flourifhing, 
fruitful, faithful wine by the heufe fide. - F 
2dly, They pray for Boaz, that he might continue to do wor- 
thily in the city, to which he. was an ornament, and might 
there be more and more famous. . They defire that the wife 
might be a blefling to the houfe, in the private affairs of that ; 
and the hufband a blefling to the town, in the public bufinefs 
of that ; that fhe in her place, and he in his, might be wife, 
virtuous, and fuccefsful. Obferve, The way to be famous, is 
to do worthily. Great reputation mult be got by great merits. 
It is not enough not to do unworthily, to be harmlefs and in- 
offenfive's but we mult do worthily, be ufeful and ferviceable 
to our generation. They that would be truly illuftrious, mutt 
in their places fhine-as lights: 
3dly, They pray for the family: Let thy houfe be like the 
houfe of Pharez; 1. e. let it be very.numerous, let it greatly 
increafe and multiply, as the houfe of Pharez did. The Beth- 
lehemites were of the houfé of Pharez, and knew very well 
how numerous it was. In the -diftribution. of the tribes, that 
_ grandfon of Jacob had the honour which none of the reft had 
but Manaffeh and Ephraim, that his. pofterity was fubdivided 
into two diftinét families, Hezron and Hamul, Numb, xxvi. 
21. Now they: pray that the family of Boaz, which was one 


branch of that {tock, might, in procefs of time, become as nu- — 


merous and great as the whole ftock now was. 


aN é. f : . . 
_. 13 So Boaz took Ruth, and the was his wife: 
and when he went in unto her, the Lorp gave 


_ her conception, and fhe bare a fon. 14 And 


_the women faid unto Naomi, Bleffed be the 
* Lorv which hath not left thee this day with- 
out a kinfman, that his name may be famous in 
Ifrael. 
rer of thy life, and a nourifher of thine old age : 


_ for thy daughter-in-law which loveth thee, 


which is better to thee than feven fons, hath 
born him. 416 And Naomi took the child, and 
_ laid it in her bofom, and became nurfe unto it. 
17 And the women her neighbours gave it a 
name, faying, There is a fon born to Naomi, 
‘and they called his name Obed: he is the fa- 
18 4 Now 
-thefe are the generations of Pharez: Pharez 


begat Hezron, 19 And Hezron begat Ram, and 


‘Ram begat Amminadab, 20 And Amminadab 
~ begat Nahfhon, and Nahfhon begat Salmon, 
21 And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat 

Obed, .22 And Obed begat Jefle, and Jefle be- 
gat David. dae is ‘a 
Here is, 1. Ruth.a wife: Boaz took her, with the ufual 
_ folemnities, to his houfe, and /he decame his wife, ver. 13.; all 


= _ahe city, no doubt, congratulating the preferment of a virtuous 


_ woman, purely for her virtues. We have reafon to-think that 


_ Orpah, who returned from Naomi to her people and her gods, 
‘was never half fo well preferred as Ruth was. 


He that for- 
fakes all for Chrift, fhall find more than all with him ; it fhall 


_ be recompenfed a hundred-fold in this prefent time. Now Or- 
~_ pah wifhed fhe had gone with Naomi too; but fhe, like the o- 


2 Vor. I, 


Reser OH, 


15 And he fhall be unto thee a refto- 


moft fond 
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ther kin{man, ftood in her own light. Boaz had prayed, that 
this pious profelyte might receive a full reward of her conrage 
and con{tancy from the God of Ifrael, under whofe wings fhe 
cvas come to truft; and now he became an inftrument of that 
kindnefs, which was an anfwer to his prayer, and helped to 
make his own words good. Now fhe had the command of 


_thofe feryants -with whom fhe had affociated, and of thofe 


fields.in which fhe had gleaned. Thus fometimes God raifeth 
up the poor oul of the duff, to fet them with princes, Plal. cxiii, — 
Cinco g 

2. Ruth a mother: The Lord gave her conception ; for the 
Sruit of the womb is his reward, Pfal..cxxvii. 3. it is one of 
the keys he hath in his hand; and he fometimes makes the har- 
ren woman that-had been long fo, to be a joyful mother of chil- . 
dren, Pfal. cxiii. 9. Ifa. liv. 1. ; 

3- Ruth {till a daughter-in-law, and the fame that fhe always 
was to Naomi; who was fo far front being forgotten, that fhe 
was‘a principal fharer in thefe new joys. ~The good women 
that were at the labour when this:child was born,. congratula- 
ted Naomi upon it, more than either Boaz or Ruth, becaufe 
fhe was the match-maker ; and it was the family of her hufband 
that was hereby built up. See here, as befOre, what an air of 
devotion there was then, even upon the common expreflions of 
civility, among the Ifraelites. Prayer to God attended the 
marriage, ver. 11. and praife to him the birth of the child. 
What pity it is that fuch pious language fhould either be dif- 
ufed among Chriftians, or degenerate into a formality. Blefed 


be the Lord tiat has fent thee this grandfon, ver. 14,15. (1.) 


ho was the preferVer of the name of her family, and who, 
they hoped, would be famous, becaufe his father was fo. (2.) 


Who would be hereafter dutiful and kind to her, fo they ho- 


ped, becaufe his mother was fo. If he would but take after 
her, he would be a comfort to his old grandmother,’ a reforer 
of her life ; and, if there fhould be occafion, would_have where- 
withal to be the nouri/her of her old age. It is great. comfort 
to thofe that are going into years, to fee of thofe that defcend 
from them growing up, that are likely, by the blefling of God, 
to be a ftay and fupport to them, when the years come where~ 
in they will need fuch, and of which they ‘will fay, they have 
no pleafure in them. Obferve, they fay of Ruth, that the_lo- 


_ved Naomi, and therefore was better to her than {even fons. 


See how God in his providence fometimes makes up the want 
and lofs of thofe relations from whom we expected molt com- 
fort, in thofe from whom we expected leaft. The bonds of 
love prove ftronger than thofé of nature. As there is a friend 
that flicks clofer than a brother, fo here there was a daughter-in- 
law, better than an own child. See what wifdom and grace 
will do. © ey 
Now here, (1.) The child is named by the neighbours, ver. 
17. The good women would have it called Obed, a ferwant, 
either in remembrance of the meannefs and poverty of the mo- 
ther, or in profpect of his being hereafter a fervant, and very 
ferviceable to his grandmother. It is no difhonour to thofe 
that are never fo well born, to be fervants to God, their friends, 
and their generation. ‘The motto of the.princes of Wales, is 
“ich dien, \ferve. (2.) Fhe child is nurfed by the grandmo- 
ther, ze. dry-nurfed, when the mother had weaned hin) from 
the breaft, ver. 16. She laid it in her bofom,‘in token of her - 
tender affection to it, and care of it. Grandmothers are often 


“4. Ruth hereby brought in among the anceftors of David 
and Chrift, which was the greateft honour, The genealogy is 
here drawn from’ Pharez, through Boaz and Obed, to David, 
and fo leads towards the Mefliah, and therefore not an endlefs 
genealogy. © Za 
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THIS book, and that which dolicara! “ity bears the nam lof Samuel i in. th é ‘title; ‘not. Laat fhe 


, was the penman of them; except of fo much of che as wae ‘within his yn aie , to, the twenty-_ 
: t 


fifth chapter of the firlt book, in’ whic We haye an. account. of his death; but ‘becaufe the 
firft book. begins with 2 latge account. of him, his ; birth’ and. childho od, his A fe and govern- 
ment; and. the reft. of thefe two volumes that are’ denominated fi from mn him! contains 1 the ¢ hiftor ry of © 
the eign: 1d Saul. anid elie: who: were both Be by him. |, And decaule t the “piftory of 
wo bor ee the vulgar Latin, 1 calls them the 


tet ‘and ‘ive Boake of vie Bigs: get ‘the fui that’ follow, the third ang fou rth, wie ei He R 


title in our Englith Bibles take notice of with an alias, Gilera fe. ealled “the fife @ bof the 
kings... The Seventy -call.them the firft-and fecor vd book of y ‘ae hcg to 
contend» about it ; but there is na: occafion to vary ee ‘the eb “Verity, . _, Lhele e 

- books ‘contain: the hiftory of the two- ‘Tak ‘of the judges, Eli and Samuel, who Were Be the 
reft, men’ of War, but’ clergymen ; and fo much of them isan appendix, to, the hook.of Jud. 
e952 _and of the two firft of the kings, Saul and, David ; ; and that past.of them issan.entrance — 
upon the. hiftory of the kings. They’ ‘contain a confiderable: part of the facred: phe oe 
_ fometimes referred tom the New Teftament, and oftén ‘in the titles of David's Palms; whieh, © 
if placed i in their order, would fall in in thefe books. It isu uncert si 


is Ne aig ees 
JRE ABR an of 
them. It is “probable ‘Samuel ‘wrote the ‘hiftory, of i Sa Na 2 fome | a 
the prophets that were with David, Nathan, as. likely, as any, continued:it. .“Ebis. “ipehaok. 
gives us a full account of Eli’s fall, and Samuel's rife and good gevernmenty: ¢hap? Pony aQOE 


Samuel’s refignation of the government, “and Saul’s’ advancement and mi tale- adininiftration, - 


A Sige SOOT 2S | DORS ony = 
chap. ix—xv. The choice of David, his fruggles with Saul; Saul’s ruiz at ta la a and t he. open 
one; chap. XViewNtat “And — ngs, are, Written. HOR ae yi 


ing of the way for David 1 to the thro 


Jean ge é i ais G haa AYER OWE Qin Ay ackitw Hee Se ya OF TGR? Bag pisseattea, L ocd, dinnls a 
at SRE oo UB AG : SO OMAP «+ dens gmncinmsal bliss ted: faye c ite dirt, sj sexta 
wee De. 2 2 EGOS FY a PDS SIs gong. st ame 1 ee eet 
A H APS. Lecanet ‘eedligaib iw asia BB of pris Saanifon’s birth was: 


The bi ory. or Sorel here begins as early ag that of Sito di : | ° foretold’ by an: angel to his’ wiother; “Samuel was: ifhed of God. ees 


even before he was born, as afterwards. the hiftory-of Sohn ; by hissmother 3 bath: together salimate what wonders are pr 
Bapti if and our blefled Saviour. | Some of the feripture-wor- 


- thies drop out of the clouds, as. it awere, and their ‘fr, rft appears: nab, the principal perfon concerned’ inthe flory of thisoh 


ance is in ther full. growth and lufire. But others are-ac~ | tera Yo Here is her afflictions /be-was chiléle lefo, aside th ofa 


Zeounted for from the hee and from the womb, and fromthe} fistion. aggravated by ber rival's infolence, but in: /e me isa! 


conception. its true of all, what God ieisk of the prophet — “balanced by ‘her bujband?s, Bindn shite, gee d 7 air 
be py 


feremiah, Before I formed thee in the. belly,, i knew. thee; prayer and vow Jee made to God! an 
fer-ig. ButJome great men: were brought into the world with which Eli the bigh pricfat fief confured ber, bn 


to: the 


mnare obfervation than otkerss and were more early diflinguiflm | encouraged her, versg.acite. TH Phe birth and nu ingiof 


ed from common \perfons, as, Samuel for ones. Godin this: mats: | Samuel, vers eda Se od .S Tihespre/ 
ter adls as a free agent. The ory of Samfon: introduceth\ |). Landiriecieats ‘TON vitor linet | : 
Dim @s a child seek eit Judg. xi. dat eines csecerser Ge hy nas 8 aes eine USS He olide $8 ee 


duced by the word and prayer. Samuel's mother was: Hane 2 


- 


“name was Elkanah, the fon 


Chap. I. : 
TOW there-was a certain man of Ramath- 
aim-zophim, of mount Ephraim, and _ his 


Elkanah, tl f Jero 
fon of Elihu, thefen“of Tohuf the Ae Zuph, 
an Ephrathite: 2 And he had two wives, the 
name of the one was Hannah, and the name of 


the other Peninnah: and Peninnah had‘ ’¢hil- - 


dren, but’ Hannah had no children, 
this man.went up out of his. city yey to 
worthip aad to facrifice upto the Lorp of hofts 
in ShilohS and the twodons of Eli, Hophni 
-and Phinehas, the priefts of the Lorp, were 
there. 4 § And when the time was that EI- 


3 And 


kanah offered, he gave to Peninnah his wife, 


m.D.. 
tao 


fhe nt Uj 
Mid VG. DotAel 
“provoked: her ; 
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yjs thy heart grieved? am not I better 
ye tases Fe pee ee meen ee 
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Elkanah, a Levite, and ofthe family of the! Kohathites, (the | 


- molt bonourable houfeof that tribe), as appears, 1 Chron. vi. 
33, 34s, Elis anoeftor Zuph, was an Ephrathite, 1, e. of Beth- 
lehem-Ju 
this famil 
it, i pre 


fo ergunt Epbrai Juder vit. 7+; Mimlters. families areas 
moveable as eth Perhaps notice is taken’ of their being ori- 
ginally Ephrathites, | ne 
| Elikabal’ lived at Ramah, (of! Ramathaim, which fignifies-the 


double Ramah, the higher and lower town, the fame with A- 
_ rimathea of which. Jofcph was, here called Ramathaim-zophim. 


‘Zophim.fignifies. watchmen; probably they had one of the 


fchools of the prophets there ; for prophets are called u atch- 


mene ‘The Chaldee paraphrafe scalls-Elkanah:aidifciplevof the 
prophets, Butsit feems.to me, that it was invSamuel that pro- 
phecy revived, before ‘his time there being\for a great while no 
oper-vifion, £:Sam. iiie1. Nor is there,any, mention of a pro- 


Pe phet of the Lord. from Mofes to Samuel, except Judg. vi. 8. 


| and the place of his mativiey. 


foxthat,we-haye no reafon to think; that there was any nurfery 
oriegllege.of prophets here, till Samuel. himfelf founded one, I 
Sain, xix. 19,20. This isthe account of Samuel’s parentage, 
SRNR: es eyrig 

dustus now take\notice,of the ftate-of the family, 
_ Agta Ttywasya. devoutfamily.: All:the families of Hrael fhould 
beafo,. but: Levites families in a particular.manner.. Minifters 
te be patterns of family-reliyion. Elkanah went up atthe 
folemn fealts to the tabernacle at Shiloh, to wor/bip and to fa- 
srifite to the’ Lord of hofls. 1 think this is the firft time in 


 ™* 
1 


a SS Gi Ws ie Oe Oe 


am, they 


fe ae 


| Perfeding of the 


ah, Wwhich was called’ Zphrathab, Ruth i. 2, There 
OF ‘the Heviceswas GHE feated ; but one’ branch of » 

)procéfs ofitime, removed to mount Ephraim, from which | 
, Elkanahydefcended,, eMicah’s Levite came from Bethlehem 
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fcripture, that God is called ¢he Lord of boft, Jowovau Sa- 
“BAOTH, a.name by which he was afterwards very much called 
and known. Probably Samuel the prophet was the firft that 
ufed thisptitle 6f God, for the cémfort of Hrael, when in his 
time their-hofts ‘were few and feeble, and thofe of their ene- 
mies many and mighty ; then it would be a fuppott to them, 
to think that the God they ferred, is Lord of hofts, of all the 
hofts both of heaven and earth: of them he hada foyereion 
command, and makes what ufe he pleafeth of them.” Elkanah_. 
was a country Levite, and, for ought appears, had not any 
place or.office.which required his attendance at the tabernacle ; 
but he went #p,as a common Ifraélite, with his own facnifices, 
to encoukagé’ his neighbours, art fet them a good éxample. 
When he facrificed he worfhipped, joining prayers and thankf- 
givings with his facrifices. In this courfe of religion he was - 
conftant ; for he went up yearly. ~— 

Asnd that which made it the more commendable in him, 
was, (r.) That there was a genecal decay and negle& of reli- 
gion in the nation; fome among them worfhipped other. gods, 
andthe mioft:rémilsiin the fervice Of'the’ God of Tfael: and 


joyet Elkanah kept chissintegrity, whatever others did + his tefo- 


lution was, that-he and hisshoufe fhould ferve the Lord; (2.) 
“That Hophni and Phinehas, the fons of Eli, were the men 
that were now chiefly employed in the fervice of the houfe of 
God s-and they were men that carried themfélrves. very iff in 
their place; asiwe fhall fifd afterwards: yet Elkanah went 
‘up to facrifice.... God, had then tied. hisopeople to’ one place; 
and one altar, and forbidden them, under any pretence what- 
foever, to worthip elfewhere; and therefore, in pure obedience 
to that command, he attesded at Shiloh; if the ‘priefts did 


| not'do their duty, he would do his.” Thanks be to God’ we 


under the gofpel are not tied to any one’ places or family4 but 


|; the paftors and. teachers which the exalted; Redeemer’ has’ gle 
| ven his church, are thofe only whofe miniftration, tends'te the 


bi i Saints, and the edifying of the body of Chrip, 
Eph.“iv. 11,12." None have dominion over out faith; ‘but 
sour obligation is to thofe that ate the helpers | of our’ ‘holinefs 
and joy,' not to any that by their {candalous: immoralities, like” 
_Hophni and Phinehas, make the facrifices.of the, Lord to be 
~abhorred; though. fill the validity and efficacy of the fa. 
“craments aLond not on thé putity of him that adminifters 
chemiaY! -Dive@ ctow stow taey eietqoig an 
20M ep it-wasla divided family s-and the divifions of it ¢ar- 
ried with them bath puilt ‘and grief. Where there is. piety, it 


rh | i- | is pity but there, fhould be unity. ‘The joint devotions of a fa- 
‘to fhew their alffance to David. ‘This -1> : : 


mily fhould put an end to divifions init. yk 
492, The original cawfe of this divifion was Elkanah’s mars 
tying two wives ; which was 4 tranfgreffion of the original in. 
ftitution of marriage, to which our Saviour reduceth it; Mat. 
xix. 5. From the beginning tt was not fo. Yt made mifchief in 
Abraham's family, and Jacob’s, and here in Elkanah’s. How 
much better doth the law of God provide for our comfort and 
eafe.in this world than we would, if we were'left to ourfelves? 
It is probable, Elkanah married Hannah firft; and becaufe he 
had net children by her fo foon as he hoped, he married Pe- 
nifnahs who bare him children indeed, but was-in other things 
avexation to him. ‘Thus are men offen beaten with rods of. 
their own ‘making. es: “A 
- 2dly, That which followed upon this error was, that the ~ 
two wives could not agree. ‘They had different bleflings. 
Peninnah, like Leah, was. fruitful, and had many children ; 
which fhould have made her eafy and thankfol, though the 
was'but.a fecond wife, and was lefs beloved. Hannah, like 
Rachel, was childlefs indeed, but fhe was very dear to her . 
hufband ; and he took all occafions to let both her and others 
know that the was fo; and many @ worthy portion he yave her, 
Be 2 nie vers 
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ver. 5.5 and this thould have madé her eafy and thankful. 
But they were of different tempers. Peninnah could not-bear 
the biefling of fruitfulnefs, but fhe grew haughty and infolent ; 


. Hannah could not bear the affiétion of barrennefs, but fhe 


"than by fretting. . Note, It i, Ane ence of a bafe and Ml ii <a 
_ pofition, to delight.in grieving thofe that. are melancholy, and 

of a fotrowful ‘fpirit, and Oe AE thofe ott of humour, thats 4 
are aptito|fretiand be‘uneafy’!! We ought! to ‘bear one ano- . 


grew melancholy and difconteated : and Elkanah had a hard | ther’s burdens, jpot add toythems) ri.6 9 dt. bak, by 8 ta f 
pane: to. play: beriveen thems 4, Hannah (pogr woman) could not, bear the -proyocas” 4 


(1.) Elkanah kept up his attendance at God’s altar, not- 
with{tanding this unhappy difference in his family ; ‘and’ took 
his wives and children with him, that, if they could not a- 
gree in other things, they might agree to worfhip God toge- 
ther. If the devotions of a family prevail notto put an end 
to its divifions, yet let not the divifions put a ftop to the de- 
votions.. 

(2.) He did all he could’ to encourage Hannah, and to 
keep up her fpirits under her affliGion, ver. 4,5. At the 
feafts he offered peace-offerings, to fupplicate for peace in his 
family: and when-he’and his family wete to eat their fhare of 
the facrifice, in token of their communion ‘with God..and his — 
altar, though he carved to Peninnah and her children _compe- 
tent portions, yet'to° Hannah ‘he gave a worthy portion, the 
choiceft piece that came to the table, the piece (whatever it 
~ was) that ufed:to be given on fuch occafions to thofe that. were 
moft valued. 'This he did in token of his loye to her, and 
to give all pofhible’ affirances of it. Obferve, ['r.] Elkanah 
loved his wife neverthelefs for her being Barren.” Chrift loves 
‘his church, notwithttanding her: infirmities, Her barrebnefs ; and 
fo ought men to love their “wives, Eph. v. 25. “To abate our 
jult love to any relation, forthe faké ‘of any infirmity which 


2h t DAK 


tovherfelf, and all her relations. She. didnot eat of the featt 5 
hef trouble took dway her appetite; made “her un it for any 


tion: She qept, and. did, not Faby NEE Te dt made,her yneafy ; 4 


try 2 hdr} 


| ther wife, as Sarah did; nor did fhe: render to Hepp ah rajling “ 


! 


He is much concerned to:feesherjthusoverwhelmediwith'for- 


they cannot help, and which is not their fin, but their affic. |. row. They that by marriage are made one flefh, ought thus P 
tions is to: make God's providence’ quarrel ‘with his’ ‘precept, ‘| far to be. of one fpirit too: to fhare,inseach other?sitroubles, fo.’ 
and very unkindly to add affliétion to thé affli@ed. “[3.] He | that one cannot.be eafy while the. other is uneafys 'fi2.] He: ; 
{tudied to thew his'love fo much’'the moré, becaufe’’ the ‘was | gives her a loving reproof for its«Mby eeepef) thow2cand why 

afflicted, infulted, and her fpirits wer low. It is wifdom and is thy heart grieved ?.As many,asoGod: loves, he rebukes; and’ J 


duty to fupport the'weake(t, and to“hold’ up’ thofe’ that are 
run down. [3.] He fhewed his great love ‘to her, by the 
fharehe gave her of his peace-offerings. ‘Thus we fhould tef- 
_ tify our affeGions to our friendS and relations, by ‘abounding in 
prayer for them. 'The'better we love them, the more room. 
let _us’ give them in our’ prayers: gesorte ls Eas i er 
a ie ¥ os BRASS 98 PSahogetStAsel 3 
_ (3.) Peninnah was extremely peevifh and provoki g. [r.] 
She upbraided’ Hannah with her aataion’ deh her becaufe , 
fhe was barren, and gave hér taunting langhage, as’ one whom | 
Heaven did’ not favour. “ff 2.) She envied the intereff Yhe had 
in the love of Elkanah ;\ and ‘the more kind ‘he Was to her, the 
more was fhe exafperated again{t her; which wa’ all over bafe 
" and barbarous. [3.7] She did this’ moft when’ they ‘qweat up 


degree; efpecially fo much, as to: be taken off-by it'fromveat- 


our joy in Chrift, and- hinders. asfrom doing the duty, andta- ‘§ 
ing the comfort.of our particular relations, [-$.})He intimates, . a 


to the houfe of the Lord; perhaps, becaufe then they were more | thou haft my affeétion/entire, and let that comfort thee. No a . 
‘together than at, other’ times, or becanfe then’ Elkanah fhew- | We ought. to take notice of-our comforts, to keep kere 
ed. his affection moft to Hannah. But ‘it was very ill at | ver-grieving for. our croffes ;; for::our croffes wwerdeferve, but 

fuch atime to thew her’ malice, when pure “hands were to be | our. comforts we, have forfeited... If; we -would: keepithe bal- 

lifted up at God’s altar’ without wrath and’ quarrelling. It ance even, we mutt look at that ‘whichis :for cus; sas ‘well as. ‘ 
was likewife-very unkind at that time'to véx Hannah, not on- | that which isa ain{t us, elfe we are unjuft'to Providence, and © J 
dy becaufe then they were in company, and ‘others would take i 3 


— notice of it; but then Hannah was to mind her devotions, and 
- defired, to be moft calm and compofed, and free from diflurb- - 
“ance. The great adverfary to out. putity’and peace is then 
_mott induftrious to ruffle us, when we' fhould be moft compof- 
ed. When the fons of God come to'préfent themfelves before 

_ the Lord, Satan will: bé' fare to’ come ‘among them, ob i. 6. 
_{4.] She continued to do this from year to year 3 Mot once 
or twice, but it was her conftant practice's’ neither deference 
to her hufband, nor compaffion to. Hannah, could break her 
of it. And, lafty, That which was defigned, ‘was. to make 
- her fret ; perhaps in hopes to’ break her ‘Heart, that fhe might 


‘un bas, sdthosh odd -noqu befiss}- bar veda wai ae "ay 


9 FSo: Hannah, rofesup after they hadeaten. > 


ae. Ue 


ny F 


poflefs her hufband’s heart folely + or becaufe the took a plea- : 
fore in her uneafinefs ; “nor: could. Hannah gratify her ‘more 
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the affli€tion of thine handmaid, and reme 


me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilb 
ae | “ i) Bie ae 
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Chap... I, 
) thine handrnaid a man-child, then 7 
will give him unto the Lorn’ all the: days of 
“his life, and there. fhall no tafor;come upon -his 
head. 12 And it came to pals as the continu. 
‘ed praying before the Lorp;’ that Eli marked 
hermouth. 13 Now Hannah, fhe {pake in her 
heart, only her lips moved, but her yoice was 
not heard: therefore Eli thought fhe had: been 
drunken. | 14:And-Eli'faid unto het, How'lone 
wilt ‘thow” be “drunken? put “dway thy wine 


give unto 


from thee. ¥5\A'nd' Hannah anfwered and faid, - 


No, my lord, I am a, woman of a forrowful fpi- 
rit: Lhave drunk-neither-wine nor ftrong drink, 


but-have poured out my-foul ‘before'the Lorb. 


‘and faid;‘Govih peace ¢ ahd 


the God-of Hrael grant: shee “thy “petition: that 
yor 4 ig BIT Ot DID ASG sDiatiatss en a oes 
thou haftaliked Of biti. "x8 Abd The, faid,' Let 


thité handm@id find grace in thy fight.’ Sorthe 
woman, went,-her..way,. and did eat, and» her 
countenance wasno more?/ad.7" 172004 |) #1 9k 
tly, tego. tilsh*sno sbsm.o1s. git Ye tacks C8 whe 

» Elkanahshad> gentlyreproved! Hannah ‘for her inordinate 
egtief and heréwe find the good effed of thereproof, °° 7% 
\ Ads \It. biowght ‘hersto hétimeat. She éat ‘aid drank, Ver: ge 
She didsnotshardemsherfelf in forrow, nor grow fullen when 
fhe was reproved:for it; but when’ fhe perceived her hufband 
uneafy, that/fherdid»novcomesto eat withthem, the cheared ‘up 
her ownafpiritsias ‘well as fhe ©could, and’ came'to table? Tt 
is-as igreatia piece of felf-denial'to ¢ontrol“our palfions, ‘as it-is 
to controloeymcappetites.) ” ov UES Nee 2198 30 48 
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2s Atobroughtuher:to her prayers.oTe! pat’ her upon''conft- 


a 


dering,<Doi Ihwell toe angry Pde Lavell’ to fe? what pood 


~~ dothitito-me’d En ftead bf bindin; ithe! Barden thas upon my 


‘own: fhoulders; Hiad I not! better eafe myfelfof it, and ‘cat it 
uponetheTordiby prayer? Elkanah had faid, Am oe I Bet- 
leritarthee than ten fonsc?i:Which perhaps occafioned’ her to 
thipkwithin herfelf, Whether he be fo or no, God ‘ts ;. and 

_thereforeto Hint will Ikapply’ myfelf and* before him» will I 
Pourout my ‘coimplaingyland try whaevelief that’ will give. nie, 
If evenitheavilbmake a nre folein addrefs'than' ordinary to the 
‘thronevofigracempon!this errand)! now i$'thé’ time, wT hey are: 
at: Shilohysat! théevdoorsof the tabernacle, where’God had pro- 
mifedsto meetuhis people, and which?was the houfe of prayer. 


3 ‘They badinewly offered utheir > peate-offerings, to obtain the _ 
favour 6f:God, and alb good; and, ‘in token of their commnu- ° 
‘nion with him, and taking the comfort Of their being accepted » 


of him, they had. feafted upon the. facrifice.; and now. it was 
proper tdput upsher prayer ini the vittueof that facrifice: for 
Fall Paneer eno typified. Chris mediation as -wellras the. 
ae erings; for by it nat, only atonement is made for fin, but 
the audi 


sry 


_ fapplications,! we mufb have an’éyel] 1 


~ 


{No ge osepinen! anally prayerisre’may obferve, /«)>\ 
arm and-lively deyoyon;there was ‘in it;-whith 


. ‘7 we WY. 
Se dha in feyeral TS ae our, direction in,prayer. 
me ytd 


€42)°Sie improved the’ ent, gtief and trouble of her {pi- 
nit’for the exciting and. quickening of ‘her pious affections. in 


} 
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place, yet was thus made fecretly, and not as * 


ence and acceptance. of our prayers, and an anfwer of © 
- SP a eee cer Kieeh beh VE . Nae at Sen rs - 
peace to them is obtained for us. To that facrifice, in all-our- 
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prayer: Being in bitterne/s of foul, be prajed, vet: to. This 
good ufe we fhould make of our afflidtions, they fhould. make 
us the more lively in our addrefles to God. Our bleffed. Sa- 


viour himfelf deing in an agony, prayed more earneftly, Luke 


t 

(2-) She mingled tears with her prayers. It. was not a 
dry prayer: She wept fore; like a true Ifraelite, fhe wept, and 
made fupplication, Hol. xii. 4. with an eye to the tender mer- 
cy of our God, who knows. the troubled foul... The prayer 

came from her heart, as the tears from her eyes. 

- (3) She was very particular, and yet very modeft in her. 
petition. She begged ‘a child, a man-child, that it might be 

fit to ferveyin the tabernacle. God gives us leave’ in prayer. 
not only to afk. good things in general, but-to-inftance in that . 
{pecial_good thing we moft need-and defire. Yet the faith. 
not, as Rachel, Give mid children, Gen. xxxi. 1... She will be’ 
very thankful for. one, 

 (4.) She made a folemn yow or-promife, thatif.God’ would 
give her a fon, fhe would give it. up to. God, ver. 41.’ He 

would be by. birth a Leyite,,and fo devoted to the.fervice of 

God; but he fhould_ be by. her vow a...Nazarite, and his very. 

childhood fhould. be facred... It is probable fhe had vacquaint~ 

ed Elkanah with her purpofe before, andhad had. his confent 
and approbation... Note, [,1.] Parents have a right to dedicate 
their children to God, as. living, facrifices.and {piritual. prielts ; 


and an obligation is therebydaid upon them to ferye God faith- 


fully, al/ the days of their life. .[2.] It is very proper, when 


Wwe,are in-purfuit of any mercy; to» bind our own fouls with a . 


bond, that if God give. it us, we will devote it:to, his Honour, 
and cheerfully ufe.it in..his fervice. Not t t» hereby, we can 


r the comfort -of it, 


HiME 


_ ln hope of mergy,.Jet us. promife.duty. 


fer lips moved, but her voice was not:beard, vers-13,.:, Here- 


by fhe teftified her belief of ‘God’s knowledge lof the heart, 


and the defires of that; Thoughts are.words to. him,,nor is 
he one of thofe’ gods. that mult be cried aloud to, ,, Kings 


ly fhame-facednefs in her approach to God. ..She..was, none 
of thofe that, made her voice, to be heard anvhighy Mas vii, 4. 
It was a {€cret. prayer; and thetefore, though made-in‘a public 
.. Pharifees 


prayed, to be feen of men. It is.true, prayer is not a thing we 


. 


/ 


pecjend,ta merit the. gift ;. but thus we-are, qualified for ityiand °- 
0 
eek 5.) She {poke all this. fo fofily-that..none: could-bear her, - 


xvii. 27: It was likewife an inftance. of her. humility and ho- - 


have reafon to be afhamed of 3, but we mutt avoid all appearan~ - 


ces of oftentation.. Let what. 
fouls be kept to ourfelves. . 


\ ; 


pafleth between God and our 


2dly, The hard cenfure fhe fell under, for it. Eli wasinow « 


ple, to overfee what was done there, ver-9.. ‘The. tabernacle 
is here called the temple, becaufe it was now fixed, and ferved 
all-the purpofes of a temple. There Eli fat to receive addref= 
fes and: give direétion; and. fomewhere, it is Jikely. in a private 


high: prieft and judge in Ifrael;..he fat upona {Mt in. the tems - 


corner, he efpied Hannah at her prayers, . and,. by her-unufual. 
carriages fancied fhe was.in drink, and fpoke to her according- ~ 


‘ly; ver..14¢ How long wilt thou be drunken? The ‘very im~ 


putation that Peter and the.apoftles fell under,. when the Holy 
Gholt gave them utterance, Aéts iis 13. Perhaps, in’this de- 


generate age, -it was no ftrange thing to fee drunken women » 


atthe door of the tabernacle; for otherwife one Would think 
the vile Juft of Hophni and Phinehas could.not:have found fo 


\ 


ealy a prey there, chap. ii, 21. Eli took Hannah for one of ~ 


thefe. It is: one ill effect, of the abounding of iniquity, and 
its becoming ae nine sthat it ,often. gives oceafion to fufpect « 


the innocent. When a difeafe is epidemical, every one is ful: - 


pected to be;tainted with it. : 
Now, (i.) ‘This was Eli’s fault ; anda great fault it was, to - 


s pala. 


the crime had been véry great, if the had indeed been guilty of. 


| Me ne 
222 1 ROM es the 


i 


pals fo fevere a cenfure without better abfervation or informa- 
tion. Tf his own-eyes were already waxen dim, he fhould 
have employed thofe about him to inquire. Denokerds ufe to 
be noily and turbulent, but this poor woman was filent and 
compofed. His’ fault was the worfe, that he was the prieft of | 
the Lord, who fhould have -had compajfiow: oa thecagnorant, | 
Heb. v. 2. Note, It ill becomes us to ‘be rath and hafty an | 
our cenfurés of others, and to be forward to believe people | 
guilty of ill things, while either the matter of fa& on which | 
the cenfure is grounded is doubtful and unproved, or itis capa- | 
‘ble of a good conftru@ion. Charity commands usto hope the | 
beft concerning all, and forbids cenforioufnefs. Paul had a | 
very good information, “when he did but partly believe, 1 Cor. | 
xii- 18. hoping it was not fo. Efpecially we ought to be cam- | 
tious, how we cenfure the devotions of others, leit we alt | 
that hypoerify, enthafiafm,; or fuperftition, which is really the | 
fruit of an boneft zeal, and is accepted of God. es ee 


(2.). It-was Hannah’s afilictions and a great affition it | 


was added to all the reft; vinegar to the wounds of her fpirit. | 


She had been reproved by Elkanah, becaufe fhe would not eat | 
1 then fhe went her way, and did-tat:ofryvhat remained of ‘the 


and drink; and now to be reproached by Eh,.as if the had 


eaten and drunk too much, was very hard. «Note, It is mo } 


new thing for thofe that do well to be ill thought of and we | 
mutt not think ftrange, ifat any time it be ourdot. 4) ~ 


3dly, Hannah’s humble vindication of herfelf from this crime | 


“with which fae was charged. She bore. it admirably wells 
did not retort the charge, and upbraid-hhim with the debauch. 
ery of his own fons; did not bid him Jook at home, and re- 


{train them; did not tell him how ill it became one in his | 
place, thus to abufe a poor forrowful worlhipper at the throne | 


‘When we are at any time unjultly cenfured, we | 


of prace.. 
before the door of our lipsy | | 


have need to fet a double watch 
that we do not recriminate, and return cenfure for cenfure. 


Hannah thought it‘enough to vindicate herfelf; and fo mult | 
(1) In juftice to herfelf fhe exprefsly de- | 
nies the charge; fpeaks to him with all poflible refpect, calls | 


we, Ver. 155 16.. 


intimates how very defirous: fhe was to ftand . 


him, my lords 
and how loth. to lie under his cenfure. 


right in his opinion, 


No, my lord, it is not as you fufpectts 7) have drunk, neither.\ 
wine nor flrong drink, not any at all, (though it was proper.e-: | 


fach a heavy heart, Prov. xxxi. 
6.) much lefs any to excefs: therefore count not thy handmaid 
for a daughter of Belial. Note, Drunkards are children of 
Belial; women drunkards particularly ; children of the wicked 
one, children of difobedience, children that will not endure the 
yoke, elfe they would not be drunk ; and much more they ate - 
- fo, when they are. drunk. They that. cannot govern them: 
felves, will-noi bear that any one elfe fhould.| | Hannah owns, 


-nough to be given to one of 


> 4t, and be might juftly have fhut her out, of the courts of God’s 

hhoufe. . But the very manner of her {peakimg m her own de- 

fence, was fufficient to demonftrate that fhe was not drunk. 

(2.) In joftice to him, fhe gives an account of her prefent car- 

riage, which had given occafion to his fufpicion. Lam a wo- 
‘ ‘nan of a forrowful fpirit, dejected and difcompofed 5, and that - 

_ js the teafon I do not look as other peoples the eyes not red 
_ with wine, but weeping: and at this time, /I|;haye mot) been: 


talking to myfelf, as drunkards and fools dos but I have) been) | 
pouring out my foul pefore the Lord, who: hears and underftands’ | - 


the language of the heart ; and this ows,,of the abundance of. my. 
complamt and gtief., She bad-been more than,ordinary fervent | 


fare, by a kind and fatherly benedict 


Chap. : 


ee ig aed eT ae Lava? Seas * 
4th’y, "The atonement Eli made for his rath unfriendly cen- 
ion, ver. 17. He did nos 


(as many’ are apt to do in fach a cal) ‘take it for an affront! 


have his miflake retified; and to’ be convinced ‘of his ertor : 
nor did it pat) him out of humours but, om the contrary,) he 
now encouraged Elannah’s) deyotions, as much as) before he 
had difcountenanced them ; not, only intimated that he was fa- ; 
tisfied of her innocency, by thofe words, Go in peaces ‘but be- 
ing high prieft, as one having‘ authority, he bleffed her in the 
name of the Lord; and though he knew not whatithe parti- 
cular blefing was fhe had been praying for, yet he puts his 
Amen to it, fo good an opinion bad he’ now conceived of her 
prudence and picty.. The God of L/rasl grant thee thy petition, 
whatever it-is, that thou haft gfked of him. Note, By our 
meek and humble carriage towards thofe that reproach us, be- 
caufe they do not know us, we may’ perhaps” make them our 
friends, and ‘ture their cenfures of us into’ prayers for us. 
sthiy, ‘Che great fatisfaction of mind with which Hannah © 

now: went away,-ver. 13. ‘She begged the continuance/of E- 
li's good opinion of her, and*hisigood prayers for her; and 


peace-offetings, none of which’ waswto: berleft until the morn- 
ing; andvher countenance mas normore fad 7 mo more as it had 
been; giving inarks of inward trouble and:difoompofures but the 
Jooked pleafant and’ chearfolyy and alli. was: WwellnooWby; what 
was the matter?\whence came this fudden Happy change? She — 
had by prayer conimitted her cafeito God, ‘ahdeft in withohim 5 
and now:fhe was no more perplex! about it: e Shethad prayed 
for herfelf, and’ Eli: had prayed for hers and dhe believed! God 
would either give her the ntercy the had prayed fui, or make 
up the want of ‘it'to her ‘fome>other way/ 2° Notes-Prayer: is 
heart's eafe toa gracious’fouls ©The feedvof ‘Jacob taveoften 


| found it fo, being confident that Godrwill hever faysunto them,” 


See Phil. iv. 6,7. 


Seek ye me ia vain. 


“Prayerwill’ {moorh 
the coustenance: it fhould do fo. 


% 4 % & 
is S) he ape 
Sihirisd 


19 { And they rofe up in the morning'¢ar- 


ay 


| ly, and worlhipped. before the Lorp, and. re- 
turned, and came to their-houfe to Ramah :and. 


afked him of the Lo 


kanah, and all his h 


ver... 23 And Elkanah lier hufband faid unto. 


| 


H 
; 


in prayer to, Ged, anid that, fhe, tells: him was the true.reafon, | 
of the tran{port vand ‘diforder, fhe , feemed, to. ;be, ins... Notes, 2} 
When we are unjultly cenfured; we thould, endeavour inot ‘only 
to clear ourfelves, but to fatisfy our brethren, by, giving them || 
a juit and true acconnt of that which they mifapprehended. ; 


! 


andthe 


and 


~ Gods.) Lethim that isythe 


Chap. | a gee if 


and brought the child to Eli, 26 And fhe {aid, 
Oh my lord, as thy foul liveth, my lord, I am 
the woman that ftoad by thee here, prayin un- 
tothe Lorn. 27 For-this child I prayed; and 
the Lorp hath given:memy ‘petition which I 
alked of him: “28 “Phetefore “allo have’ lent 
him to the Lor 45 long as ‘he liveth, he’ thal 
¢1 oAnd., he,.worthipped. the 


at: 


Lorpthere. 9+ . 
Ba: OG: Si lay plot ymiyeig nedd bed A ase antioh 

«Here issions: The returniofi Elkanah andchis family to their 
own habitation, when, the days appointed for the fealt.were o- 
ver, ver..19. Obferves holy they\improved. their tite at the 
tabernacle... Every iday they! were there, even that which was 
fixed fot) théirs journey home, atheyx: worthipped God, » And 
they rofe: up'early to, dovite, It is good. to begin the: day with 
firkolave the firit. . They had a 
journey: before them, and.-a:family of children totake with thems 


and; yet-they wouldsnot \ftirctill, ‘they had: worfhipped God. to- 


sf -dadodt bas 
oad 


"gether. { Rrayer andyprovenden do not binder a journey. They, 


a? 


w 


_ tO. prayer, jar to,be-remembered: with. peculiar 


_ in-mind of the obligatiom he was under to be 4 


minds him) that he was the /on of her dows, ? 
32) Phe'clofe attendance Hannah’ gave tothe nurfing of him, 


ad fpent fevenaliddys! now: in. religious worthip, and yet they 
attended. once; more.n\We thould, not. be, weary. of well-doing,: 
: 20 The birthvand name of this defired fon.iz9 At, length the! 
Lord remenibers4 Hannalil;; the, very. thing therdefired;, over. 
11. /and more fhe needed inot -defirey that was enoughiy for then 
_ fhe: conceived; and bare‘a fon... ‘Ehaugh God) feemlong to 
forget his-people’s burdens, 'troubless cares, and. prayersy, yet he 
will at length: make it to appear, that, they areinot.out of, his} 
mind, >This fon: the mother called Samuel, ver. 201), Som 
make: thevetymology of itito:besmuth: the fame-with that of 
Uhmaely heardof God-yibecaile the mother’s prayers:wereyne~! 
markably-heard, and Heavas’ ancanfwer ta them:) other s);be! 
caufe of thereafon fhe gives for théiname, make: it. tor fignify,. 
afked of God. Tt comes much to,one, She defigned by: it to. 
perpetuate the remembrance of God’s favour to her inyanfwer- 
ing her prayers. Thus the defigned, upon every mention of 
his name, to také ‘the comfort to herfelf, an¢ to give God the 
glory of that’pratious condefcenfion.. Note, Mercies in anfwer 
thankfulnefs, as Pfalocxvi./ 13/2. . How. many feafonable de- 
-liverances and fupplies may we call Samuels, 
asd wibheove Ye AE 
vote to hint.  Hannali intended, by this name; ‘to put ‘her fon 
ec aes of this, that he was afked of God,. and was at 
the fame time’ dedicated to him. A child 
foedlal attrer ‘bound to be ‘a good’ child: 
Prov. xxxise 


- not only: becaufeshe was dear,to her, ‘but becaufe he was de- 
voted to God, and for him fhe nurfed him. She therefore 
d a, im on another’s breatt. 


nurfed him herfelf, and did not hang h on ano! | 
We on fe >. age only with an eye 
All lle) lhe ORAS Biely RH an éye vm the 


ght to take care of our child 
to the law’ of na! : 


_ Covenant of grace; asithey are’ givenoap to Gta Seé Ezek. 
xvi, 20, 21. This| fan@tifies the nurfing, of them, wheh itis» 


‘done as unto the Lord. 
- and ‘particularly to: perform s vow; perhaps fone’ vow he had 
made diftin€ from Hannah’s, if God would give hima fon by 


her, yer.s212: Bat ‘Hannah, thodgh the hadia dear‘love for. 
files Spe gga eal peas dicen of:her hufband to.ftay, | 
aes te a LWIE, DepEd cave 


rit 
Nes or the women Paes i 

4 AS A eee Seen stat Pen, + Age bes FE i? HRS {FE . 

' three eatts he men were. |“ However, 
i i MR ead aa at 


not under any obligation to go. 


, * 


. 


SAMUEL 


expreflions) of) - 


‘ae - h 5 
I afked of God ? | 
olen 2D ie he a CES ir te . 
» we are in a fpecial manner engaged to de- 


i: Lord's; in. | 


of prayer is in a, 
Eeinuel’s mother 


- +e. eae POC. MLC Re se et f haw wa 
ae “went up every aS to worhip at the tabernacle, 


.* 
223) 


Hannah had ufed to go, but now defiredto be excufed, (x.) Bee 
caufe the would not be fo long abfent from tier aurfery, Can 
@ woman forget her fucking child? We may fippofe the kept 
conftant at home ; for if the had gone any whither, ‘he would 
have gone to Shiloh. Note, God will have merey, and not 
facrifice. Thofe that are detained from ‘public ordinances by 
the nurfing and tending of little children, may take comfort 
from this inftance, and believe, that if they do that with an 
eye to God, he will gracioufly accept them therein’; and tho? _ 
they tarry at home, they fhall divide the foil. (2.). Becaufe 
fhe would: not’ go up te Shiloh till her fon was big enough, 
not only to be taken thither, but to: be let there; for if once 
fhe took him thither, fhe thought fhe could never find in her 
heart to bring him: back again. Note, Thofe’who- are fted= ° 
fa(tly refolved to’ pay their vows, may yet fee good- caufe to 
_ defer the payment of thenve: Avery thing is beautifial im its fea- 
fon. Novanimal was accepted: in facrifice, til) it had: been for 
fome time under the dam, Lev. xxii. 27- Fruit is. bel! wher 
it is ripe’': Elkanah agrees to what the propofeth, ver, 
| what fremeth thee good. So far 
_ her, that he referred it entitelyto ‘her. > Behold how. good and 
pleafant a thing it is when yolte-fellows thus drave even in the 
yoke, and accommodate thiemfelyes to: one another ; each think- 
ing well of whuvothe other doth,’ efpecially in’ works of piet 
_ and: charity. -' He adds ‘a prayers Only the Lord: efablifhs his. 
_ word, se) God preferve’ the child through the perils. “of his 
_ infancy, thatthe folemn vow whiclGod figntiicd) his ac 
| ceptaace’of, by’ piving tis!thex childs: may be performed in its 
ferfony ‘and fo 'the whole matter may be-accompliftteds: Note, 
| Thofe that have ‘in finceriny devoted. their chitidrem td God, 
my With! comfort pray for them, thar God - wilt eftablith the 
word fealed to them, ‘at? the fume ‘time that they were fealed 
| forihim. to ‘1 7 ad dassw.oldubh = sh on boon sy 
4+ The folenia entering of this child intocthe “ferviceof the 
| fandtuary. We ‘may take it for granted” he wus:préfented to. 
the Lord at‘forty days old, as allithe fiettsborn. were,! Luke ii, 
| 22,°2.3.5 but that i§\not mentioned! becaulSthereway: nothing 
init fiagalar} bat now: he was-weaned, he was prefented, not 
| to be! tedeemed Some thinks ity was dsfooncas “He was wean 
| ed: from. the’ brealty ‘which, thé Jews fay,)owas wot. fuitl! her was: 
| thre’ years/old. Inisfaid Me gave hin fuck till te hathiwean-- 
ed him, ver! 2'gi00 Others think itiwas novtill he was weaned. 
| frommehildifts things;wat eight or ten: years old But EF fe no 
_Imcoavenience im. admitting | fuck» lan extraordinary \child ag. 
this-into, the ‘tabernacle avthree years oldp ‘to. beveducated a- 
mong the'‘children of the priefts.. Levis faidy ver 24. the child’ 
was youngs\but, beiag' intelligent above: his: years, was'no trou. 
ble.» None’ean begia-too:foonm to. be religious, The chilli avas 
a child, forthe Hebrew reddscity inv his learning age. For: 
who feall he teach knowledge, but:them that are neawlp weaned 
fromthe milk, and: dranwn from the breafiss? Ue. SAVIO. 
Obfesve how the prefented her child.c tae mete rT 
Tt; With a facrifice’;' nov Jefaitham three bullocks, with a» 
meat-offering for each; ver..25.3~a-bullack perhaps for each, 
year of the child’s life's or,) one!-for a-burnt-offering, another 
for a fin-offering, ‘and'the third for a peace-offering.. So far» 
was ‘{he from thinking, that, ‘by prefenting her fon to ‘God, fhe: 
made! God> her debtor,’ that the thought it requifie, by thefe: _ 
‘flait offerings, to feek Gods avceptauce of her living facrifice.. 
Ailour covenants 'with>God? for ourfelves and ours muit be: 
made by facrifice, the ‘great faerifices. Canby to 
_, 2dly, With a grateful acknowledgement of God’s:goednefs.: 
‘in ‘anfwer to. prayer.’ ‘Dhis‘fhe makes to Eli,’ Becaufe he had: 
encouraged her to hdperfor an’ anfwer of peace, ver. 26, 27.. 
For this child T-hawe prayed. Here it-was obtained ‘by prayer, , 
and: here it “is'*refigned to the prayer-hearing God. You: 
# , have>, 


39 
23. 
was he from deli ghting to crofs 


Po 


; 
i 


DOS 


“etymology of his name Samuel; not only afeed of God, but 
lent to God. And obferve, (1.) Whatever we give to God - 


\ = prayers. 


gion very young ; and his mother, defigning him for the fanc- 
twary, took particular care to train him up to that which was 
‘to be his work ia the fanctuary. Note, Little children fhould 
learm by times to worfhip God. Their parents fhould inltruct 


was they can, and God will gracioufly accept them, and teach 
- them to do better. : : Ta Niemen 


AA, 


ad be 


have forgot me,-my lord; but T that now appear fo pleafant, 
am the woman, the very fame that three years ago flood by 
thee here weeping and praying ; and this was the child Tf pray- 
ed for. Anfwers-of prayer may thus be. humbly triumphed 
in, to the glory of God. Here is a living teftimony for God ; 
I am his witnefs that he is pyacious. See Pial. Ixvi. 16,—19. 
For this. mercy, this comfort, I prayed, and the Lord has gi- 
wen me my peiition. 
not mind Eli of it by the fame-token, that he thought fhe was 
drunk ; doth not fay, I am the woman that -you pafled that fe- 
vere cenfure upon; what do you think of me now? Good 
men ought not to be upbraided with their infirmities and over- 
fights: they have themfelves repented of them; let them hear 
no more.of them. . Se Nett 

3dly, With a full furrender of all her intereft in this child 


unto the Lord, ver. 28. J have lent him to the Lord as long 


as. he diveth.. And fhe repeats it, becaufe the will never revoke 
it; heifeall be (a deodand) lent, or given, to the Lord. Not that 
the defigned to call for him back, as wé do what we lend; but 


the ufeth this word Shaol, he lent, becaufé it is the fame word © 
-that fhe-had ufed before, ver. 20. 
only in another conjugation. And, ver. 27.the Lord gave me the” 
petition which f a/eed Shaalti, in Kal; therefore. L have lent 


him Hifbilti; the fame word in Hiphil ; ‘and fo it gives another 


it is. what we have firft afked and received from him, All 
our gifts to him were firft his gifts to us. Of thine own, Lord, 
‘have we given thee, 1 Chron. xxix. 14, 16. 


will certainly repay it, with intereft, to our unfpeakable advan- 


tage; particdlarly what is given to his poor, Prov. BIRR TE 


When by. baptifm we dedicate our children to God, let us re- 
member that they were his before,. by a fovereign right, and 
that they are ours {till fo much the more ,to our comfort. 


Hannah refigns him to the Lord, not for a certain term of | 


years, as children are fet apprentices, ‘but. durante vila: As 


long as he liveth, be fball be lent to the Lord; a Nazarite for 
- life. . Such mutt our covenant with God be, a marriage-co- 
-venant ; as long.as we live, we mutt be his, and never forfake 
him. j ‘ 


~ Lajlly, The child Samuel did his part beyond what could 


chave been. expected from one of his years. For of him it feems 
to be fpoken, he wor/bipped the Lord there, i. e. he faid his 


He was, no doubt, extraordinary forward ; and we- 


have known children that have difcovered. fome fenfe of reli- 


them in it, and bring them to it; pat them upon doing it as well 


eo eA 11. 


Ln this chapter we have, 1. Hannab’s fong of thank/giving 


to God for hisfavour to her in gruing her Samuel, ver. 1. 
—10. IL. Their return to their family, with Eh’s ble/- 


_ fings ver. 11, 20. The ingreafe of their family, ver. 24.” 
Samuel’s growth and improvement, ver. 11,18, 21, 26. | 


and the care Hannah tock to clothe him, yer. 19.) iL. 


The great wickedne/s of Eli's fons, ver. 12,--1],, 224. 1V. | 


“The aver-mild reproof that Eli gave them for tt, ver. 23, 


_-=25. V. The juply dreadful imeffage God fent bin by 


I afked him of the Lord; 


(2.) Whatever © 
“we give to God may, upon this account, be faid to’ be lent to 
him ; that though we may not recal it as a thing lent, yet he » 


IL 3.4 5M UE De 


| vail. : r 
broken to pieces: out of heaven fhall he thun- 


~ved fhali be accepted as a petition for further mercy. 
‘From this. particular mercy fhe had. receiv 3 


e 


. Chap. IL. egy 


a prophet, threatening the ruin of bis family for the wicks 


edne/s of his fons, ver. 27-36. Sve, Ghats 3 
ND Hannah prayed, and faid, My heart - 


There is none holy asthe Lorn: ‘for chere is 


_ FX rejoiceth in the Lox, mine horn is exalted - - 
in the Lorp: my mouth is enlarged over mine | 
enemies: becaufe I rejoice in thyfalvation. 2. 
See Pal. xxxjiv. 2, 4,6. Hannah doth 1 J Suey: 


none befide thee: neither zs there any rock | ~ 


like our God. 3 Talk no more fo exceeding _- 


proudly, let mot arrogancy come out of your 


mouth: for the Loxp isa God of knowledge, 
and by him actions are weighed. 4 The bows 
of the mighty men are broken, and they that 
ftumbled are girt with ftrength. 5 Zhey that 
were full, have hired out themfelves for bread ; > 
and they that were hungry, ceafed: fo that the 


“barren hath born feven; and fhe that hath ma- 
ny children is waxed feeble. 6 The Lorn. kill- 


eth, and maketh alive: he bringeth down to 


the grave, and bringeth up. 7 The Lorn ma- . 


keth poor, and maketh rich: he bringeth low, 
and lifteth up. § He raifeth up the poor out 
of the duft, and lifteth up the beggar from the 
dunghill, to fet them> among princes, and. to 
make them inherit the throne of glory: for the 
pillars of the earth are the Lorn’s, and he hath 
{et the world upon them. 9 He will keep the 


feet of his faints, and the wicked fhall be filent 


in darknefs; for by ftrength thall no man pre- ~ : 


to The adverfaries of the Lorb fhall be 


der upon them: the Lorn fhall judge the ends 


, 


of the earth, and he fhall give ftrength unto his > 


king, and exalt the horn of his anfointed. — 


“We have here Hannah’s thankfgiving, dictated not’ only by 


the fpirit of prayer, but by the fpirit of prophecy. Her peti- 
tion for the mercy fhe defired we had before, chap. i. Li. and 


here her return of praife ; in both, out of the abundance of a S, 
heart. deeply affected, in the former with her own wants, and 


in the latter with-God’s goodnefs: Her mouth fpake.  ~ 


Obferve in general, (1-) When the had -received mercy 
from God, fhe owned it with thankfulnefs to his ptaife. Not » 


like the nine lepers, Luke xvii. 17. Praife’is our ‘rent, our - ; 


‘tribute 3 we are unjuft if we do not pay it. (2.) The mercy fhe 


had received was an anfwer to prayer, and therefore fhe thought 
herfelf efpecially obliged to-give thanks for it. What we win 
by prayer we may wear with comfort, and mult’ wear with 
praife. 2.) Her thankfgiving is here called a prayer: Han- 
nah prayed : for thankfgiving is an effential part of prayer. In 
every addrefs to God, we mult. exprefs a grateful regard to 
him as our benefactor‘ nay, and thankfgiving for mercies recei- 


—_ 


Rae 


(4) 
| from God, fhe 


> 


yy 
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takes occafion, with anvelévated and enlarged heart, to fpeak 


glorious things of God, and of his government of the world, 
for the good of his church. “Whatever at any time, gives rife 
- to’ our praifes, in this manner they fh a 
_ Her prayer was mental ; her voice was: 


Id be railed. (5.) 
not heard; but in ber. 


« 
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‘  thankfgiving | 
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Chap. Il. 


fection: 


ts raifed by having fuch a fon. 


thankfgiving fhe fpake that allmight hear her. She made her 
fupplication with Sroanings that could’ not be uttered; but now 


_ her lips were opened to /hew forth God’s praife. (6.) This 


thank{giving is here left upon record for the encouragement: of 


'thofe of the weaker fex to attend the throne of grace. God.will | 


repard their prayers and praifes. The ‘Virgin’ Mary’s fong has 
- great affinity with this of Hannah, Luke i. 46. 
Three things we have in this thankfgiving. - 


1. Hannah’s triumph in God, in.his glorious perfections, 


and the great things he had doné for her, ver. 1, 2, 3: Ob- 
ferve, ae 
1/t, What great things the faith of God. She takes little 
‘notice of the particular mercy fhe was now rejoicing in’; <doth 
not commend Samuel for the prettieft child, the towardlieft, 
the wittieft of his age fhe ever faw, as fond parents afe too apt 
to do: no; fhe overlooks the gift, and praifeth the giver ; 
whereas moft forget the giver, and faften only on the gift. E- 
very ftream fhould lead ‘us to the fountain; and the favours 
we receive from God fhould raife our admiration of the infinite 
perfections there aré in God. There” may be other Samuels, 
_ but no other Jehovah. There is none befides thee. Note, God 
is to. be praifed as’a peerlefs being, and of unparalleled pers 
“This glory is due unto his name, to own not onl 
that there is mone like him, but none befide him. All others 
‘were pretenders, Pfal. xviii. 31. 
_ Four of God’s glorious attributes Hannah here celebrates 
the glory of. (1.) His unfpotted purity. This is that attri- 
“bute which is moft praifed in the upper world, by thofe that 
always behold his face, Ifa. vi. 3. Rev. iv. 8. When Ifrael 
‘triumphed over the Egyptians, God was praifed as glorious in 
holine/s, Exod. xv. 11. So here, in Hannah’s triumph, Tere 
‘is none holy as the Lord. It is the re@itude of his nature, his 
“infinite agreement with himfelf, and the equity of his govern- 
ment and judgment in all the adminiftrations of both. At the 
“remembrance of this we ought to give thanks, (2.) His al- 
_mighty pewer. Neither is there any rock (or any frength, for 
fo the word-is:fometimes rendered) /ike our God. Hannah 
had experienced a mighty fupport by ftaying herfelf upon him, 
and therefore {peaks as fhe had found, “and feems to refer to 
that of Mofes, Deut. xxxii. 31. 
dom. The Lord, the judge of all, is 2 God of knowledge : he 
-clearly and perfeétly fees into. the charaéter of every perfon, 
_and the metits of every caufe; and he gives knowledge and 
~underftanding to thofe that feek it of him. (4.) His unerring 
juftice. By him ations are weighed. His own are fo, in his 
_ eternal counfels. The aétions of the children of men are 
is fo, in the balances of his judgment ; fo that he will render to 
‘every man according to his work, and is not miftaken in what 
any man ‘is or doth. — i 


_. , 2dly, How the folaceth herfelf in thefe things. What we _ 


give God the glory of, we may take the comfort of. Hannah 

— doth fo. (1.) In holy joy: “My heart rejoiceth in the Lord; 
not fo much in her fon, as in her God: he is to be the glad- 

_ nefs of our joy, Pfal. xliii.' 4. and our joy muft not terminate 
An any thing fhort of him. J rejoice.in thy Salvation ; not on- 
_Jy in this particular favour to me, but in the falvation of thy 
‘people Ifracl; thofe efpecially which this child will be an in- 


- dtrument of; and that above all, by Chrift, which thofe are 


but the types of. (2.) In holy triumph. My horn is exalted; 
‘not only my reputation faved by my having a fon, but greatly 
We read of fome of the fingers 
whom David appointed to lift up the horn,. an inftrument of 


_ mnuiic, in praifing Gad, 1 Chron. xxv. 5.5 fo that my horn is 
_ ‘exalted, means this, My praifes are very much elevated to an 


' ‘nnufval Rrain. Exalted in the Lord. Godis to havé the ho- 


: ‘nour of ali our exaltations, and in him muft we triumph, Jy’ - 


de 54 tag 8 i; 


_- 
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(3.) His unfearchable wif. 
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mouth is enlarged, i. e. now I have wherewith to anfwer them 
that. reproached me. He that has his quiver full of arrows, 
his houfe full of children, fhall not be a/bamed to Speak with 
the enemy in the ate, Pfal. exxyii. 5 an 

“_ 3dly,, How fhe herewith filenceth thofe that fet up them. 


- felves as rivals with God, ‘and rebels againft him, yer. 3; Talé 


no more fo exceeding proudly. Let not Peninnah and her chil- 


- dren upbraid her any more with her confidence in God, and 


praying to him: at length the found it not in vain. See Mic, 
vii. 10. Then fhe that is mine enem yy foal! fee it, and fhame foall 
cover her that faid, Where is thy God! Or perhaps it was be- 
low her to take fo much notice of Peninnah and her malice in 
this fong : but this is intended as a check to the infolence of 
the Philiftines, and other enemies of God and Ifrael, that fet 
their mouths againft the heavens, Pfal. Ixxiii. g. Let this put 
‘them to filence and fhame : he that has thus judged for me a- 
gainft my adverfary, will judge for his people againft all theirs. 
z. The notice fhe takes of the wifdom and fovereignty of 
the divine providence, in its difpofals of the affairs of the chil- 
dren of men. “Such are the viciffitudes of them, and fuch the 
{trange and fudden turns and revolutions of them, that it is of- 
ten found a very fhort {tep between the height of profperity and 
the depth of adverfity. God has not only /et the one over againft , 
the other, Eccl, vii. 14. but the one very near the other, and 
no gulf fixed between them; that we may rejoice as though we 
rejoiced not and weep, as though we wept not. 3 
tf, The {trong are foon weakened, and the weak are foon 
ftrengthened, when God pleafeth, ver. 4- On the one hand, ' 
if he {peak the word, the bows of the mighty men‘are broken; 
they-are difarmed, difabled to do as they have done, and as 
they have defigned. They have gone by the worfe in battle, 
that feemed upon all accounts to have had the advantage on 
their fide, and thought themfelves. fure of victory. See Pfal. 
xlvi. 9. xxvii. 15, 17. Particular perfons are foon weaken- 
ed by ficknefs and age, and they find that the bow doth not 
long abide in ftrength: Many a mighty man, that has gloried » 
in his might, hath- found it a deceitful bow, that failed him 
when he trufted toit. On the other hand, if the Lord {peak 
the word, they that ftumbled through weaknefs, that were fo 
feeble that they could not go ftraight or fteady, are girt with 
Strength, in body and mind, and are able to bring great things 
_to pafs. They that were weakened by ficknefs, return to their _ 


' vigour, Job 9xxiii. 25. by forrow thal recover their comfort, 


which will confirm the weak hands and the feeble knees, Ma. 
Xxxv. 3. Victory turns in favour of that fide that was given | 
up for gone; and even the lame take the prey, Ua. xxxiii. 2 hs 
2dly, The rich are foon impoverifhed, and the poor ftrange- 
ly enriched, of a fudden, ver. 5. ~ Providence fometimes doth 


fo blaft mens eftates, and crofs their endeavours, and; with a 


fire not blown, confume their increafe, that they that were full, 
their barns full, and their bags full, their houfes full of good 
things, Job xxti. 18. and their bellies full of thee hid treafures, ~ 

Pfal. xvii. 14. have been reduced to fuch’ ftraits and extremi- 


, Hes, as to want the neceflary fupports of life, and to hire out Som 
themfelves for bread ; and they mutt dig, fince to beg they are ° 


woamed. Riches flee away, Prov. xxiii. 5. and leave thofe 
miferable, that, when they had them, placed their happinefs in 
them. To them that had been full and free, poverty and fla- 
very muift needs be doubly grievous. But,-on the other hand, - 
fometimes Providence fo orders it, that they that qwere hunger- 
ed, ceafed, i. e. ceafed to hire out themfélves for bread as they 
had done ;\ having, by God’s. blefling on their induftry, got 
beforehand in the world, and enough to live upon at €afe ; 
they foal hunger no more, nor thirft any more. This is not to 
be afcribed to fortune, nor merely to men’s wifdom pr folly: 
Riches are not to men of underfanding, nor favour to men of 


fill, 
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frill, Eccl. ix. 11+ Nor is it always mens own fault that they 
become poor: but, ver. 7. The Lord maketh fome poor, and 
maketh others rich: the impoverifhing of one is the entiching of 
another, and it is God’s doing. To fome he gives power to 
get wealth, from others he takes away power to keep the wealth 
they have. Are we poor? God made us poor; which is a 
good reafon why we fhould be content, and reconcile ourfelves 
to our condition. Are we rich? God made us rich; which is 
a good reafon why we fhould be thankful, and ferve him chear- 
fully in the abundance of good things he gives us. - It may be 
underftood of the fame _perfon. 
makes them poor, and, after a while, makes them rich again, 
as Job. He gave, he takes away, and then gives again. Let 
not the rich be proud and fecwe; for God can foon make 
them poor: let not the poor defpond and defpair, for God can . 
jn due time enrich them again. ? 
3dly, Empty families are replenifhed, and numerous families 
dinainifhed, and made few. "This is the inftance that comes 
clofe to the occafion of the thankfgiving: The barren hath 
born feven, meaning herfelf: for though at prefent fhe had but 
one fon, yet that one being a Nazarite, devoted to God, and 
employed in his immediate fervice, he was to her as good as 
feven: or it is the language of her faith; now fhe has one, 
fhe hopes for more, and was not difappointed; fhe had five 
more, ver. 21.3 fo that, if we reckon Samuel but for two, as 
we may well, fhe has the number fhe promifed herfelf. The 
barren hath born feven; while, on the other hand, /be that hath 
many children, is waxed feeble, and hath left bearing. She © 
faith no more; Peninnah is now mortified, and creft-fallen. 
‘The tradition of the Jews is, that {till when Hannah bore one 
child, Peninnah buried two. There are many in{tances, both 
of the increafe of families that were inconfiderable, and the ex- 
tinguifhing of families that made a figure, Job xii. 23. Pfal. 
evil. 33, Fe. 
4thly, God is the fovereign Lord of life and death, ver. 6. 
The Lord killeth and maketh alive. Underftand it, (1.) Of 
Ged’s fovereign dominion and univerfal agency in the hives and 
dcaths of the children of men. He prefides in births and bu- 
tiuls, Whenever any die, it is God that directs the arrows 
of death: The Lord killeth Death is his meffenger, ftnkes 
whom and when he bids; none are brought to the duff, but it 
is he that brings them down ; for in his hand are the keys of 
death and the. grave, Rev. i. 48. “Whenever any ate born, it~ 
is he that makes them alive; wone knows what is the way of 
the fpirit ; but this we know, that it comes from the Father of 
jpirits. Whenever any are recovered from ficknefs, and deli- 
yered from imminent perils, it is God that*bringeth up; for 
‘to him belong the iffues from death. (2.) Of the diftinétion he 
makes between’ fome and others. He hilleth forme, and maketh, 
that is, keepezh others alive, that were in the fame danger; in 
war, fuppofe, or peftilenice. ‘Two in a bed together, it may be, 
~ one taken by death, and the other left alive; Even Jo, Father, 


~ becaufe it feemeth good in thine eyes : fome, that were moft likely — 


- to live, brought down to the grave ; and others, that: were as 
likely to die, brought up; for living and dying do not go by 
’ Jikelihoods.. God’s providences towards fome are killing, ruin- 
ing to ther comforts; and towards others, at the fame time, 
reviving. (3-) Of the change he makes with one and the fame 
perfon. He hilleth, and bringeth down to the grave, i. e. he 
brings even to death’s door, and then revives and raifeth up, 
~ when even life was defpaired of, and a fentence of death re- 
ceived, 2Cor. i. 8,9. Turns to defirudion, and then faith, 
Return, Pial. xc. 3. Nothing is too hard for God to do, no 
‘not the quickening of the dead, and putting life into dry bones. 
5thly, Advancement and abafement are both from him: He 
“bringeth fome low, and lifteth up others, ver. 7.; humbles the 


re a th 


proud, and gives grace and honour to the lowly 5 lays thofe in fi 


poor out of the 


Thole that were rich, God: | 


- not be controlled. 


pleafes, and who may fay, Whai doft thou ? 


the dut that would vie with the God above them, and trample 
upon all about them, Job x], 12, 13, but lifteth thofe up with 
his falvation that humbled themfelves before him, Jam. tv. 19. 
Or, it may be underftood of the fame perfons, thofe whom he 
had brought low, when they are fufficiently humbled, he lifteth 
them up. This is enlarged upon, ver. 8. He raifeth up the 
duft, a low and mean condition, nay, from 
the dunghill, a bafe and fervile condition, loathed and de- 
fpifed, to fet them among princes, See Pfal. cxiil..7. 
tion comes not by chance, but from the counfel of God, which 


‘often prefers thofe that were very unlikely, and that men ~ 


thought very unworthy. Jofeph and Daniel, Mofes and Da- 
vid, were thus ftrangely advanced, fiem a prifon to a palace, 
from a fheep-hook to a {ceptre. The princes they are fet a- 
mong may be tempted. to difdain them, but Gad can eftablith 
the honour which he gives thus furprifingly, and make them 
even to inherit the throne of glory. let not thofe whom Pro. - 
vidence has thus preferred, be upraided with the duft and dung. - 
hill they are raifed out of; for the meaner. their beginnings 
were, the more are they favoured, and God glorified in their 
advancement, if it be by lawful and -honourable means. 

Lajily, A. reafon is given for all thefe difpenfations, which 
obligeth us to’acquiefce in them, how furprifing foever they are : 
For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s. (1.) If we under- 
ftand it literally, it fpeaks God’s almighty power, which can-_ 
He upholds ‘the whole creation, founded 
the earth, and {till faltains it by the word of his power. What 
cannot he do in the affairs of families and kingdoms, far be- 
yond our conception and expectation, who hangs the earth up- 
on nothing 2 Job xxvi. 7. But, (2.) If we vaderltand it fi- 
guratively, it {peaks his inconteftible fovercignty, which cannot — 
be difputed. ‘The princes and great ones of the earth, the di- 
rectors of {tates and governments, are the pillars of the earth, . 
Pfal. Ixxv. 3.. On thefe hinges the affairs of the world feem 
to turn, but they are the Lord's, Pfal. xlvil. 9. From him ee 
they have their power, and therefore he may advance whom he. 

3. Here isa prediction of the prefervation and advancement ~ 
of all God’s faithful frrends, and the deftruction ofall his and 
their enemies. Having teftified her joyful triumph in what 
God had done, and is doing, fhe concludes with joyful hopes 
of what he woald do, ver. 9, 10. Pious affections, (faith Bi- 
fhop Patrick), in thofe days, rofe up many times to the height 
of prophecy, whereby God continued 1m that nation his true 
religion, in the mid{t of their idolatrous inclmations. This 
prophecy may refer, (1.) More immediately to the govern- 
ment of Hrael by Samuel, and David whora he was employed 
to anoint. ‘The Ifraelites, God’s faints, fhould be prote&ted 
and delivered; the Philiftines, their enemies, fhould be con- 
quered and fubdued, and particularly by thunder, chap. Vil. 10. 
‘heir dominions fhould be enlarged; king David ftrengthen- - 
ed, and greatly exalted; and Hrael, that, in the time of the 


filt, fhould now fhortly become great and confiderable, and 
give law to all its neighbours. A mighty change that was, and 
the birth of Samuel was, as it were, the dawning of that day. — 


- But, (2.): We have reafon to think, that this prophecy looks 


further, to the kingdom of Chrift, and the adminiftration of ; 
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judges, had made fo {mall a figure, and had much ado to fub- -' 
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- adminiftration of ity both by the eternal Word, and by that 


Vord made flefh, is much the fame. : 
Concerning that kingdom, we are here affured, 
“ 1ft, That all the loyal fubjedts of it fhall be carefully and 


events protected, ver. 9. He will keep the feet of his faints. 


here is a people in the world that are God’s faints, his felect 
and fanétified ones; and he will deep their fect; ise. all that 
belongs to them fhall be under his protection, till it comes to 
their very feet, the loweft part of the body. If he will keep 
their feet, much more their head and hearts. Or he will keep 
their feet, #. e he will fecure the ground they fiand on, and 
eftablifh their goings; he will fet a guard of grace upon their 
affections and aétions, that their feet may not cither wander 
out of the way, or {tumble in the way. When their feet. are 
ready to flip, Pfal. Ixxtii. 2. his mercy holdeth them up, Pfal. 
xciv. 18: and keepeth them from falling, Jude 24. While we 
keep God’s ways, he will keep our feet. See Pfal. xxxvii. 
oN Pte : 
2dly, That all the powers engaged againft it, fhall not be 
able to effe&t the ruin of it. By firength fhall ao man prevail. 
God’s ftrength is engaged for the church; and while it is fo, 
man’s ftrength fhall not prevail againft it. The church feems 
‘deftitute of ftrength, her friends few and feeble; but prevalen- 
cy doth not -go by human ftrength, Pfal. xxxiii. 16. God 
neither needs it for him, (Pfal. cxlvii. 10.), nor dreads it a- 
gaint him. ra 
3dly, ‘That all the enemies of it will certainly be broken; and 
brought down: The wicked fhall be filent in darknefs, ver. 9. 
‘Phey fhall be {truck both blind and duib, not be able to fee 
their way, nor have any thing to fay for themfelyes. Damned 
finners are fentenced to utter darknefs, and in it they will be 
for ever fpeechlefs, Mat. xxii. 12, 13. The wicked are call- 
ed the adverfaries of the Lord; and it is foretold, ver. ro. 
that they /badl be broken to pieces. Their defigns againtt his 
kingdom among men will all be dathed, and they themfelves 
deftroyed. How can they fpeed-better that are in arms againft 
Omnipotence! See Luke xix. 27. God has many ways of 


_ doing it ; and rather than fail, from heaven fhal? he thunder up- 


on them; and fo not only put them into terror and confterna- 
tion, but bring them to deftruétion. -Who can ftand before 
God’s thunderbolts ? 7 
- 4thly, That the conquefts and commands of this kingdom 
thall extend themfelves to diftant regions: The Lord [hall judge 
the ends of the earth. David’s vistories and dominions reached 
far; but the uimoft parts of the earth are promifed to the Mef- 
frah for his poffe/fion, Pfal. ii. 8. to be either reduced to his gol- 
den {ceptre, or ruined by his iron rod. God is judge of all; 
and he will judge for his people, again{t his and their enemies, 
Pialé.ox...5,'6. : 7 
5thly, That the power and honour of Meffiah the prince 
fhall grow and increafe more and more. He /hall give /lrength 
unto his king, for the accomplifhing of his great undertaking, 
(Pfal. Ixxxix. 21. and fee Luke xxii. 43.) ftrenathen him to 
go through the difficulties of his humiliation ;-and in his exalta- 
tion he will Aft up the head, Pfal. cx. 7. lift up the horn, the 
power and honour of his anoinied, and make him higher than the 


kings of the earth, Pfal. lxxxix. 27. -This crowns the triumph, 
_ and is more than any thing the matter of her. exaltation. Her 


horn is exalted, ver. 1. becaufe fhe forefees the horn of the Mef- 


- fiah will be fo. This fecures the hope the fubjects of Chrift’s 


kingdom will be fafe, and the enemies of it will be ruined ; for 
the Anointed, the Lord Chrift, is girt with ftrength, and is 


able to fave and to defiroy unto the uttermoft. 


: tr And Elkanah went to Ramah.to his houfe; 
and the-child did minifter unto the Lorp be-~ 


ss 
- 
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fore Eli the prieft. 12 Now the fons of Eli 
were fons of Belial, they knew not the Lorn. 
13 And the priefts cuftom with the people was, 
that when any man offered facrifice, the prietts 
fervant came, while the flefh was in feething, 


. with-a flefh-hook of three teeth in his hand: 14 


And he ftruck i¢ into the pan, or kettle, or cal- 
dron, or pot; all that the flefh-hook brought up, 
the prieft' took for himfelf: fo they did in Shi- 
loh, unto all the Ifraelites that came thither. 
15 Alfo before they burnt the fat, the priefts 
fervant came, and faid to the man that facrifi- 
ced, Give flefh to roaft for the prieft; for he will 
not have fodden flefh of thee, but raw. 16 And 
#f any man faid unto him, Let him not fail to 
burn. the fat prefently, and then take as muchas 
thy foul defireth: then he would anfwer him, 
Nay, but thou fhalt give zt me now: and if not, 
I will take it by force. 17 Wherefore the fin ; - 
of the young men was very great before the 
Lorp: for men abhorred the offering of the 
Lorp. 18 But Samuel miniftered before the 
Lorn, being a child, girded with a linen ephod. 
19 Moreover, his mother made hima little coat, , 
and brought z¢ to him from year to year, when 
fhe came up with her hufband, to offer the 
yearly facrifice. 204 And Eli bleffed Elka- 
nah, and his wife, and faid, The Lorp give 
thee feed of this woman, for the loan which is 
lent to the Lorp. And they went unto their 
own home. 21 And the Lorp vifited Han- 
nah, fo that fhe conceived and bare three fons, 
and two daughters: and the child Samuel grew 
before the Lorp: 22 Y Now Eli was very old, 
and heard all that his fons did unto all Ifrael, 
and how they lay with the women that afflem- 


_ bled at the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
. gregation. 


23 And he faid unto them, Why 
do ye fuch things? for I hear of your evil deal- 
ings, by all this people. 24 Nay, my fons: for 
it is No good report that 1 hear; ye make the 
Lorv’s people to tranfgrefs, 25 If one man fin. 
againft another, the judge thall judge him: but 
it aman fin againft the Lorp, who fhall intreat 
for him? Notwithftanding they hearkened not 
unto the voice of their father, becaufe the 
Lorp would flay them. 26 (And the child 
Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with 
the Lorn, and alfo with men.) | 

In thefe verfes we have the good charaéter and pofture of 
Elkanah’s family, and the bad charaéter and pofture of Eli’s 
family. The account of thefe two is obferyably interwoven 
throughout this whole paragraph; as if the hiltorian intended . 
to fet the one over againft the other, that they might fet off 
one another. The devotion and good order of Elkanah’s fa- 
f 2 vcore mily, 


- 
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mily, aggravated the iniquity of Eli’s houfe ; while the iniquity 
of Es fons made Samuel’s early piety fhine the more bright 
and“illuftrious. 

Firft, Let us fee how well things went 
and how much better than formerly. 

i. Eli difmifled them from the houfe of the Lord, when 
they had entered their little fon there, with a blefling, ver. 20. 
He bleffed as one having authority: The Lord give thee more 
children of this woman, for the loan which is lent to the Lord. 
If Hannah had then had many children, it had not been fuch 
a generous piece of picty to part with one, out of-many, for 
the fervice of the tabernacle ; but when fhe had but one; an 
only one, whom-the loved,’ her Laac, to prefent him to the 

‘Lord, was foch an, att of heroic piety, as fhould by no means 
lofe its reward. As when Abraham had offered Haac, he re- 
ceived the promife of a numerous iffue, Gen. xxii. 16, 17. fo 
did Hannah, when fhe had prefented Samuel unto the Lord, a 
living facrifice. Note, What is lent to the Lord will certainly 
be repaid with intereft, to our unfpeakable advantage, and of- 
ten-times in kind. Hannah refigns one child to God, and is 
recompenfed with five ; for Eli’s blefling took effect, ver. 21- 
She hare three fons, and two daughters. There is nothing loft 
by lending to God, or lofing for him, it fhall be repaid a hun- 
dred-fold, Mat. xix. 29- 

2. They returned to their own habitation. This is twice 
mentioned, ver. 11. and again, ver. 20. It is very. pleafant to 


in Elkanah’ family, 


attend at God’s hovfe, to blefs him, and to be blefled of him. 


But they have a family at home that muft be looked after, 
aid thither they return, cheerfully leaving the dear little one 
behind them, knowing they left him in a gcod place 5 and it 
doth not appear that he cried after them, but was-as willing 
to flay as they were to leave him; fo foon did he put away 
childifh things, and carry it dike a man. 

3. They kept up their conftant attendance at the houfe of 
God, with their yearly facrifice, ver. 19. They did not think, 
that their fon’s miniftring there would excufe them, or that that 
offering mutt ferve inftead of other offerings ; but having found 


the benefit of drawing near to God, they would omit no ap- 


_ pointed feafon for it; and now they had oneload{tone more in Shi- 
lob, to draw them thither. We may fuppofe they went thi- 
ther to fee their child oftener than once «-year 5 for it was not 
ten miles from Ramah: bat their annual vifit is taken notice 
of, becaufe then they brought their yearly facrifice ; and then 
Hannah fitted up her fon (and fome think oftner than once a- 
year) with a new {uit of clothes, a /itt/e coat, ver. 19. and eve- 
ry thing belonging to it. She undertook to find him in clothes 


during his apprenticefhip at the tabernacle; and took care he _ 


fhould be well provided, that he might appear the more decent 
and fightly in his miniftration, and to encourage him in his 
towardly beginnings. Parents mutt take care, that their child- 
ren want nothing that is fit for them, whether they are with them 
or from them; but thofe that are dutiful and hopeful, and minifter 
to the Lord, muftbe thought worthy ofdouble care and kindnefs, 
“4, The child Samuel did very qwell. Four feveral times 
‘he is mentioned in thefe verfes; and two things we are 
told of : 

iff, The fervice he did to the Lord. He did well indeed ; 


for he minifired to the Lord, ver. 11, 18. According as his. 


capacity was, he learned his catechifm, and was conftant to his 
devotions ; foon learned to read, and took a pleafure in the 
book of the law; and thus he minifiered to the Lord. He 
miniflered before Eli, i. e. under his infpection, and as he or- 
dered him; not before Eli’s fons ; all parties. were agreed, that 


they were unfit to be his tutors. Perhaps he attended imme- 


diately on Eli’s perfon, was ready to him to fetch and_ bring 


as he had occafion ; and that is called min/lering to the Lord. 
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~ Some little fervices, perhaps, he was employed in about the al- 


tar though much under the age appointed by the law for the 
Levites -miniftration. > Fle could light a candle, or hold a 
difh, or run off an errand, or fhat a door ; and becaufe he did 
this with a pious difpofition. of mind, it is called ménifring to 
the Lord, and great notice is taken of it. After a while, he 
did his work fo well, that Eli appointed he fhould minifter, 
swith a linnen ephod, as the priefts did, though he was no prieft, © 
becaufe he faw that God-was with him. Note, Little chile: 
dren muft learn betimes to minifler to the Lord. Parents mult ~ 
train them up to it, and God will accept them: Particularly, — 
let them learn to pay refpect to their teachers, as Samuel to. . 
Eli, None can begin too foon to be religious. See Pfal. 
viii.. 2 and Matt. xxi. 15,16. i. 

2dly, The blefling- he received from the Lord: He grew. 
before the Lord, as.a tender plant, ver. 21. grew on, Yer. 20% 
in ftrength and ftature, and efpecially in wifdom and under 
{tanding, and fiefs for bufinefs, Note, Thofe young people ~ 
that ferve God aswell as they can, he will give them to im-_ 
prove, that they may ferve him better. . They that are planted 
in God’s houfe, /hall flourifh, PLl. xcil. 13. fle was in favour 
with the Lord and with man. . Note, It is a great encourage- 
ment to children to be-traétable, and virtuous, and good be- 
times, that if they be, both God and man will love them. 
Such children are the darlings both of heaven sand ,earth.. 
What -is here f2id of Santuel, is faid of our bleffed Saviour, — 
that great Example, Luke u.. 52.. paste ; Siena 

Secondly, Let us now fee how ill things went in Eki’s fami- - 
ly, though feated at the very door of the tabernacle. The _ 
nearer the church the further from God. ee ¥S 

1. The abominable wickednefs of Eli’s fons, ver, 12. Lhe 
fons of Eli were fons of Belial. Wis emphatically expreffed. 


very good man, and, no doubt, had educated his fons well, . 


up many a good prayer for them; and yet, when they grew 
up, they proved fons of Beliil, profane wicked. men, and arrant _ 
rakes: They knew not the Lord. "They could not but have a ¢ 
notional knowledge of God and his law, a form of knowledge, | 
Rom. ii. 20. yet becaufe their practice was not accordingly, . 
they are {poken:of as wholly ignorant of God: they lived as if. 
they knew nothing at all of God. | Note, Parents cannot give \ ; 
grace to their children, nor doth it. run in a blood. Man}; 
that are fincerely pious themfelves, live to fee thofe that come . 
from them notorioufly impious and profane ; for the race is not” 
to the fwift. Eli was high prieft and judge in Lfrael ; his fons . 
were priefts by their birth ; their character was facred and ho- — 


ferve a decorum ; they were refident at the fountain-head both’. 
of magiltracy and miniftry ; and yet they were fons of Belial, 
and their honour, power, and learning, made them fo much thes 
worfe. They did not go to ferve other gods, as thofle did. that. - 


they had_ their wealth and dignity; but, which was worle,. 
they managed the fervice of God as if he had been one-of the 
dung-hill deities of the Heathen... It. is hard to. fay. which -. . 
difhonours God more, idolatry or profanenefs,. efpecially the. 


fight... 


of the facrifices. The offerings of the Lord made by fire were - 
a confiderable branch of their revenue : but that did not pleafe . 
them 3 they ferved not the God of Iftael, but their- own bel=: -- 


. 
s] 


Nothing appears to the contrary, but that Efi was himfelf a. i; 


given them good inf{tructions, fet them good examples, and put ~~ 


nourable, and obliged them, for their reputation’s fake, to ob- | - 


lived at a diftance from the altar, for from the houfe of God. ie 
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aft, They profaned the offerings of the Lord, and made a 
gain to themfelyes, or rather a gratification” of their own luxu-, 
ry out of them. God had provided competently for them out. 
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Chap. I. I. 
’ Ties, Rom. xvi 18. fuch as the prophet calls greedy dogs that 
. Can never have enoughy Pal. lio vi, (+.)-They robbed the 
\ -Offerers, and feized for themfelves fome of their part of the fa- 
crifice of the peace-offerings. The prieft had for liis fhare the 
wave-breaft and the.heave-/boulder, Lev. vii. 34, But that did 
not content. When the flefh was a boiling for the offerer to 
feait upon religioufly. with his friends, they fent a fervant with 
a fiefh-hook of three teeth, a trident ; and that maft be {truck 
into the pot, and whatever that brought up, the prieft’ mutt 
have, ver. 13, 14. and the people, out of of their great vene- 
ration, fuffered this to grow into acuftom;: fo that, after a 


while, prefcription was pleaded for this manifelt wrong. (2.) 


‘They ftept in before God himfelf, and incroached upon his 
¢ vight too. As ifit were a fmall thing to weary men, they ewea- 
ried my God alfo, Ua. vii: 33.. Be it obferved, to the honour of 
Ifrael, that tho’ thé people tamel y yielded to their unwarrantable 
demands from them, yet they were very folicitous that God 
fhould not be robbed ; let them not fail to burn the fat prefently, 
ver. 16. Let the altar have its due; for that is the main 
matter: untefs God have the fat, they can feaft with little 
comfort upon the flefh, It was a fhame, that the priefts fhould 
need to be thus admonithed by the people of their duty. But 
they regarded not the admonition. The prieft will be ferved 
firft, and will take what he thinks fit of the fat too; for he is 
Weary of boiled meat, he muft have roaft; and in order to. 
that, they muft give it him raw; and if the offerer difpute it, 
though not in his own favour, let. him take what he pleafeth 
of his part, but in favour of the altar, let them be fure to burn 
. the fat firlt ; even the prieft’s fervant was grown fo very impe- 
nous, that he would either have it now, or take it by force: 
than which there could not be a greater affront to God, nora 
greater abufe to the people. The effe& was, [1.] That God 
was difpleafed : The fin of the young men was very great be- 
Jore the Lord,-vers 17. Nothing is more provoking to God 
than the profanation of facred things, 
tufts with the. offerings of the Lord. [2.] That religion fuf. 
fered by it: Men abhorred the offering of the Lord. A\\ good 
men abhorred their management of the offerings, and too ma- 
ny .infenfibly fell into a contempt of the offerings themfelves for 
their fakes, It was the -people’s fin, to think the worfe of 
God’s inftitutions; but it was the much greater fin of the 
prielts, that gave them occafion, to do fo. _ Nothing brings a 
greater reproach upon religion, than minifters covetoufnefs, 
fenfuality, and imperioufnefs. _In the midft of this fad {tory 
comes in. the repeated mention of Samvuel’s devotion, But Sa- 
muel miniftered before the Lord, as an inftance of the power of 
God’s grace in preferving him pure and pious, in the mid{t of 
this: wicked, crew ; and that helped.to keep the finking credit of 
the fan@tuary in the minds. of the people, who, when they had. 
. faid-all they could againtt Eli’s fons, could not but admire Sa-, 
muel’s ferioufnefs, and fpeak well of religion for his fake. 
-» 2dly, They debauched the women: that came to- worfhip-at. 
the door of the tabernacle, ver. 22. They had wives of their 
own, but were like fed horfes, Jer. v. 8. To have gone .to, 
the harlots honfes,. the common proftitutes, had been abomin- 
able wickednefs, but to ufe the intereft which, as priefts, they, 
had in thofe: women that had devout difpofitions, and were re- 
ligioufly inclined, and to bring them to commit this wicked- 
~~ nefs, was.fuch horrid impiety, 
fible men that called:themfelves priefts fhould ever be guilty: of. 
Be aftonifbed, O heavens, at this, and tremble; O earth! No 
words can fufficiently exprefs the villany of fuch praftices. as. 
| thefe. 4 gays SPH: 
z.. The reproof which Eli gave his fons for this wickednefs’ 
of theirs. Eh was very old, ver. 22. 2nd coild not himfelf 
infpect the feryice of the tabernacle as he had. done, but left 


op Aes MP OP oe Be 


and mens ferving their-- 


as one can fcarce think it pof 
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all to his fons; who, becaufe of the infirmities of his ane, 
flighted him, and-did what they Would. However, he was 
told of the wickednefs of his fons; and we may- well imagine, 
what.a heart-breaking it was to him, and how much’ it added 
to the burdens of his age: but it fhould feem, he did not fo 
much as reprove them, till he- heard of their debauching the 
women and then he thought fit to pive them a check... Had 
he rebuked them for’ their greedinefs and luxiry, this might . 
have been prevented. Young people fhould be told of their 
faults, as foon as it is perceived they begin to be extravagant, 
left their hearts be hardened. Now, concerning the reproof 
he gave them, obferve, (1.) That it was very juit and rational: 
that which he faid, was very well. [1.] He tells them that 
the matter of faét was too plain to be denied, and too public to, 
be concealed: / hear of yiur evi! dealings, by all this people, 
yer. 22. It is not the furmife of one or two, but the avowed = 
teftimeny of many.: all your neighbours cry out fhame on you, 
and bring their complaints to me, expecting that I fhould re- 
drefs the grievance. [2.] He fhéws them the ill confequen- | 
ces of it; that they not only finned, but made Ifrael to fin, \' 
and would have the peoples fin to anfwer for as well as. their” 
own. You that fhowld turn men from iniquity, Mal. ii, 6. you 
make the Lord’s people to tranfgrefs, and corrupt the nation in- 
ftead of reforming it: you tempt people to go: ferve other 
gods, when they fee the god of Irael fo ill ferved. [3.] He 
warns them of the danger they brought themfelves into by it, 
ver, 25. He intimates to them what God afterwards told him, . 
that the iniguity would not be purged with facrifice nor fering 
chap. tit, 14. Lf one-man fin again? another, the judge, i.e. 

_ the prieft, who was appointed to be the judge in-many cafes, 
Deut. xvii. 9. hal’ judge him; fhall undertake his cayfe, ar-) 
bitrate the matter, and make atonement for the offender: But. 
if a man fin againft the Lord, i. e. if a prick profane the holy. 
things of the Lord, ifa-man that deals with God for others, 

—do himfelf-affront him, who Joall intreat for him? Eli was © 
himfelf a judge, and had oft made interceffion for tranfereflors : 
But, faith he, you that fin againf? the Lord, i, é. againtt the 
Jaw and honour of God, in thofé very things which’ immedf- 
ately pertain to.him, and by which reconciliation is‘to be made,” 
how can lintreat for you? Their ‘condition was deplorable- 
indeed, when their own father could not fpeak:a good word for 
them, nor could have the face to appear as their advocate. Sins © 
again{t the remedy, the atonement itfelf, are moft dangerous; ». 
treading under foot the blocd of. the covenant, for then there re- 
mains no wore acrifice, Heb. x. 26. Eee yd a OES, 

But, (2.) It was too. mild and gentle. He’ fhould have 
rebuked them fharply ; their crimes deferved it, their temper 
needed it: the foftnefs of his dealing with them would,but . 
harden them the more. The animadverfion was too eaf > when - 
he faid, Jt is n> good report. He fhould have faid, it is a 
fhameful fcandalous thing; and -not to be fuffered'! Whether ~ 
it was becaufe he loved them, or becauife he feared them, that — 
he dealt thus tenderly with them, it was certainly. an evidence 


of the want’ of zeal for. the honour of God and his fanGtuary. . 


He bound them over to God’s judgment ; but he fhould Baye 
taken cognifance of their. crimes himfelf, as high prieft and 
judge, and have reftrained and punifhed them. | What he faid . 
was well, but it was not enough. Note, It is fometimes ne- 
‘ceflary that we put an edge ‘upon the reproofs we give. There 
are thofe that muft be Javed with fear, Jude 23. 

3. Their obftinacy againft this reproof. His lenity did not 
at. all work upon them: They hearkened not to their father : 
though he was alfo a judge, they.had no regard either to his 
authority, or to his affeétion: which was to them an. evident - 
token of perdition » it was becaufe the Lord will flay them. They . 
had long hardened their hearts; and now God, in a way of » 

, righteous. 


- *not be an old man in thine houfe. 32 And thou 


~ off from mine altar, /ball be to confume thine 


Lorp faith, Be it far from me; for them that 
honour me, I will honour: and they that de- 
fpife me, fhall be lightly efteemed. 31 Behold, 
the days come that I will cut off thine arm, and 
the arm of thy father’s houfe, that there fhall 


fhalt fee an enemy z# my habitation, in all tbe 
wealth which God ‘hall give Ifrael: and there 
fhall not be an old man in thine houfe for ever. 
33 And the man of thine, whom I fhall not cut 


eyes, and to grieve thine heart : and all the in- 
-creafe of thine houfe thall die im the flower of 
their age. 34 And this /ball bea fign unto 
thee, that {hall come upon thy two fons, on 
Hophni and Phinehas: in one day they fhall 
die both of them. 35 And I will raife me up 
a faithful prieft, that thall do according to thar 
which is ia mine heart, and in my mind: and 
I will build him a fure houfe, and he fhall walk 
before mine Anointed for ever. 36 And it fhall 
come to pafs, that every one that is left in thine 
houfe, thall come and crouch to him fora piece. 
of filver, and a morfel of bread, and fhall fay, 
Put me, Il pray thee, into one of the priefts 
offices, that 1 may eat a piece of bread. as 


~ 


nour him. (3.) 7 
lege. It is to be 


the offerings. 


Efi reproved his fons too cently, and did not threaten them 
as he fhould; and therefore God fent a prophet to him to re- 


w 


countenance their children in any evil way, and do not ufe > 
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righteous judgment, hardened their hearts, and feared their | prove him fharply, and to threaten him, becaufe, by his indul- > a 
confciences, and with-held from them the grace they had re- gence of them, he had ftrengthened their hands in their wick- > q 
filted and forfeited. Note, Thofe that are deaf to the reproofs ednefs. If good men be ‘wanting in their duty, and, by their 4 
of wifdom, -are manifeftly marked for rum. The Lord has | careleffnefs and remiffness, contribute any thing to the fin of at 
determined to deflroy them, 2 Chron. xxv. 16. See Prov. XxIx. finners, they muft expect both to hear of it, and to {mart for : 
7. kmmediately upon this, Samuel’s tra@ablenefs iss again | it. El’s family was now nearer to God than ail the families 4 
mentioned, ver. 26. to fhame their obftinacy : The child Sa- | of the earth, and therefore he will panifh them, Amos ii. 2. 4 
amuel grew, God's grace is his own: he denied it to the fons | ‘he meilage is fent to Eli himfelf, becaufe God would bring - 4 
of the high prieft, and gave it to the child of an obfcure coun- } him to repentance, and {ave him; not to his fons, whom he 4 
try Levite. ; had determined to deftroy. And it might have been a meang : 
of awakening him to do his duty at laft, and fo. to have pre- — ee 
e727 4. And there came a man of God unto E- | vented the judgment: but we do not find it had any great ef — ze 
li, and faid unto him, Thus faith the Lorn, Did +} fe& upon. : & Te ake 
T plainly appear unto the houfe of thy father, The meflage this prophet delivers from God is very clofe. _ = 
pe aS 2a fpr Bi howl 5 1. He minds him of the great things God had‘done for the 
when they were 10 gypt in Z ae SS OULE! | hovfe of his fathers, and for his family. He appeared to A- . 
23 And did I chufe him out of ali the tribes of | aron in Egypt, Exod. iv. 27. in the houfe of bondage, as a | 
Ifrael to be my prieft, to offer upon mine altar, | token of further favour he defigned him, ver. 27. advanced. 
to burn incenfe, to wear an ephod before me? him to the priefthood, entailed it upon his family, and thereby 
and did I give unto the houfe of thy father all ca it above any of the families of Ufrael 5 he intrufted 4 
: : ; ‘mm with honourable work, to offer on God’s altar, to burn 
the offermgs made by fire of the children of If incenfe, and to wear that ephod in which was the brea({t-plate 
rael? 29 Wherefore kick ye at my {acrifice, | of judgment; he fettled upon him an honourable maintenance, 
~ and at mine offering which I have commanded | 2 fhare out of ail the offerings made by jire, ver. 28. What 
in my habitation, and honoureft thy fons above cone he pore Se for them, to engage them to be faith- 
me, to make yourfelves fat with the chiefett of ul to him? Note, The diftinguifhing favours we have recei- 
} : ed from God, efpecially thofe of the {piritual priefthood, are 
all the offerings of Ifrael my people? 30 Where- | great aggravations of fin, and will be remembered againft us 
fore the Lorp God of Ifrael faith, I faid indeed | in the day of account, if we profane our crown, and betray our 
that thy houfe, and the houfe of thy father, | tufts, Deut. xxxii, 6. 2 Sam. xii 7, 8. eh 
fhould walk before me for ever: but now the 2. He exhibits a high charge againft him and his family: 
His children did wickedly, and he connived at it, and there-  -. 


Chap. TI, 


I, 


is jealous for his own honour and Hraol's, Gith, and lets thee 
. Nw : * , ~ 

Know it, thafthy commiffion is revoked, and ee vod 

faid indeed, that thy houje, and the houfe of thy father Thamar, 


Soould walk beforé me for ever, 


{for from that younger fon of Aaron, Eh was defcended), 
Upon what occafion the digs 


nity of the high pricithood was transferred from the family of 


~ Eleazar to that of ithamar, 


doth ot appear; but’ it fecms jt_ 


had been done, and Eli {tood fair to have that honour perpe- 


. tuated to his pofterity : but 


obferve, the promife carried its 


3 they feall walk before me for ce 


own condition along with it 


wer, i. e. they fhall have the honour,. provided they faithfully 


do the fervice. Walking before God, is the great condition of 
the covenant, Gen. xvii. 1, Let them fet me before their 
face, and I will Jet them before my face continually, Pfal, x\i, 
12. otherwife not. But now the Lord faith, 2e it far from 
me: Now you calt me off, you can expect no other but that I: 
fhould calt- you off: you will not walk-before me as you fhould, 
and therefore you fhall not; fuch. wicked and abufive fervants 
God will difcard and torn out of his fervice. Some think 
there is a further reach in this recal of the grant, and that it 
was not only to be fulfilled fhortly in the depofing of the pof 
terity of Eli, when Zadok, who defcended from Eleazar, was 


* put in Abiathar’s room. but it was to have its complete accom. 
_. pliftfment at length in the fotal abolifhing of the Levitical prieft- 


_in general, (r. }: 


~ greateft, (2.) As we deal with’ 
~-dealt with by him, 


© their glory. ‘The way to be 


hood, by the priefthood. of Chrift. 

4. Tle gives a good réafon for this revocation, taken from 
a fettled and idan tule of God’s government, according to 
which all muft expect tobe dealt with, like that by which 
Cain was tried, Gen. iv. 7. Them that-honcur me, I will ho- 
nour ; and they that defpife mé [hall be lightly efleemed. Obferve 
That God is the fountain of honour and dif. 
honour ; he can. exalt the meaneft, and put contempt upon the 
God, we muft exped to be 
and yet more favourably than we deferve. - 
See-Pfal.. xvilik 25, 26. ” Particularly, be it fpoken, [1.] To 
the everlafting reputation of religion and ferious godlinefs, that 
it gives honour to God, and puts honour upon men, By it 
we feek and ferve the glory of God, and he will be behind. 
hand with none that do fo; but here and hereafter will fecure 
= truly great, is to be truly good. 
Jf we humble and deny ourfelves in any thing to honour God 
and have a fingle eye to him in it, we may depend upon this 
promife, he will put the beft honour upon us. . See John xii. 
25. [2.] Be it {poken to the everlafting reproach of impiety 
and profaneniefs, that it doth difhonour to God, defpifeth the 
greateft and beft of beings, whom angels adore: and it will 
bring difhonour upon men ; for they that do fo, fhall be light- 
ly efteemed; not only God will lightly efteem them, that per- 
haps they will not value, as they that honour him, value hig 
honour, of whom therefore it is faid, I will honour them; but 
they fhall be lightly efteemed by all the world; the very ho- 


| nour they are proud of, fhall be laid in the duft ; they thall fee 


themfelves- efpifed by all mankind, their names a reproach ; 
when they ate gone, their memory fhall rot ; and when they 
rife again, it fhall-be to everlafting fhame and contempt. The~ 
difhonour which their impotent malice puts upon God and his 

omnipotent juftice, will retura upon their own heads, Pial.. 


. Ixxix. 12. ‘ ait eee i . 
___ 5. He foretels the particular judgment which fhould come 


t 


and fhews how jealous God is in the 


upon his family, to the perpetual- ignominy. of it. A curfe 
fhould be entailed upon his pofterity, and a terrible curfe it is,. 
Matters of his worthip, 
, when thofe who are obliged by their 
character and profeflion to preferve and advance the intere(ts 
of his glory, are falfe to their truft, and betray them. If God’s 
minilters be vicious and profane, how much forer punifoment 


and how ill he takes it, 


f ‘ 


SAM U 


- an old mania thy houfe for ever; and again,. 


. Eli’s heart. 


_morfel of bread. Note, 


' meanett office. . 


. forfeited, when they. are abufed, 


EL, 


will they bs thought warthy of, here, and for ever, than 
finners! E,et fuch read-the doom here patl'zd 
and tremble. It ig threatened. 
if, That their power fhould be broken, ver, gre TS wil? cut 
off thine arm, wed the arin of thy father’s Loufes they fhoald bs 
firipped of all their authority, fhould be depofed, and have na 
mfluence upon-the people as they had had: God world make 
them contemptible and baje. ~ See Mal. ii, 8,9. “Thefons had! 
abufed their power to. opprefs the cople and incroach upon. 


34) 


ther 
on Jéli’s houfe, 


their rights, and the father had not ufed his power, as he ought 


to have done, to reftrain and punith them ; and therefore it is: 
juftly threatened, that the arm fhould be cut off, which, was 
not ftretched out as it fhould have been. 

2dly, That their lives fhould be fhortened. He was hime 
felf an old man ; but inftead of ufing the wifdom, gtavity, ex- 
perience, and authority of his age, for the fervice of God, and: 
the fupport of religion, he had‘{uffered the infirmities of age 


to make him more cool and remiifs in his duty; and-therefore: . 


it is here threatened, that none of his polterity fhould live to: 
be old, ver. 31, 32. It is twice fpokeg, There fhall not be: 


increafe of thine houfe, from generation to generation, fhall die: 
in the flower of their age, when they are in the midit of the: 
years of their fervice ; fo that the family fhould not be extings. 
yet it fhould never be confiderable, nor fhould any of it come: 


to be.eminent in their day. Bithop Patrick relates it out’ of” 


fome of thé Jewith writers, that long after this there being a 
family in Jerufalem, none of which commonly lived above 
eighteen years, upon fearch, it was found that they defcended 
from the houfe of Eli, on which this fenteace was pafled. 
3d/y, That all their comforts fhould be imbittered. 
The comfort they had in the fanctuary, and in the wealth and? 
profperity of that: Thou Soak fee an enemy in my habitation. 
This was fulfilied in the Philiftines invafions, and the: mifchiefs. 
they did to Ifrael, by which the country’ was impoverifhed,. 
chap. xili, 19.; and, no doubt, the pricfts incomes were there= 
by very much impaired. 'The captivity of the ark was fuch: 
an act of hoftility, committed upon God’s habitation,.as broke: 
As itis a blefling to a family to /ee peace upon: 
Yrael, Pial. cxxviii. 5, 6.3 fo the contrary is a.fore judgment. 
upon a family, efpecially a family of priefts. (2.) The com-- 
fort of their children: Zhe man of thine, whom { Jeall not cut® 


of by an untimely death, fhall live to be a blot and burden 


to the family, a {candal and vexation to his relations ; he thall: 
be to confume thine eyes, and grieve thine heart, either for hiss 
foolifhnefs, or his ficknefs, or his wickednefs, or his poverty... 
Grief for a dead child is great, but for a bad child often great-- 
er. 

4thly, That their fubftance fhould 
fhould be reduced te extreme poverty,. 
alive in thy houfey {hall have little joy 
livelihood ; he /hal/ come and crouch to the fucceeding family 
for a fubfiftence. (-.) He fhalt beg for the finalle(t alms, a 
piece of filver, and the word fignifies the lealt piece, and a mor=- 
fel of bread... See how this anfwered the fin: Eli’s fons muft’ 
have the beft pieces of Hefh, but their fons will be. glad of a: 
Want.is the juft punifhment of wan-- 
tonnefs, Thofe who could not be content without dainties: 
and varieties, are brought, they or theirs, to want neceffaries = 
and the Lord is righteous in it. (2.) He fhall beg for. the: 
Put me into JSonewhat belonging to the prich- 
hood, as it is in the original ; make me as one of the hired fers- 
vants, the fittelt place: for a prodigal. Plenty and power’ are: 
‘They fhould not-be able to- 


be. wafted, and they 
ver. 36. He that is left 


of his life for want of a. 


ver. 33. All thé 


(1h 


= 


pretend to any good preferment, not to any place at the altar 5; . 


_ but fhould petition for fome. poor employment, be the work: 


neverr 


2.32 Ae 


never fo hard, and the wages never fo'finall, fo they might but 
get bread. ‘This, itis probable, was fully accomplifhed, when 
Abiathar, who was of Eli’s race, was depofed by Solomon, 
for treafon ; and he and his turned out of office in the tem- 
ple, 1 Kings il, 26, 27.5 by which it is eafy to think his pof- 
terity were reduced to the extremities here defcribed. 
5thly, ‘That God would fhortly begin to execute thefe judge- 
iments in the death of Hophni.and Phinehas, the fad tidings 
of which Eli himfelf fhould live to.hear? This fball. be a fign 
to thee, ver. 34.3 when thou heareft it, fay, Now the word of 
God begins to operate $ here is one threatening fulfilled, from 
which I infer, that all the reft will be fulfilled in their order. 
Hophni and Phinehas had many a time finned together ; and 
Gt is here foretold that “they fhould die together, both in one 
day. Bind thefe tares in a bundle for the gre. It was fulfilled, 
chap. iv. IT. 
Laftly, \n the midft of all thefe threatenings againtt the houfe 
of Eli, here is mercy promifed to Ifrael, ver. 35. / will raife 
me up a faithful prick. (1.) ‘This was fulfilled in Zadok, of 
- the family of Eleazar,, who came into Abiathar’s place, in the 
beginning of Solomon’s reign, and was faithful t6 his truft; and 
the high priefts were of his pofterity, as long as the Levitical 
priefthood continued. Note, The wickednefs of minifters, “ 
though it deftroy themfelves, yet it fhall not deftroy the mini- 
ftry. How bad foever the officers are, the office {hall continue 
always to the end of the world. If fome falfify their truft, yet 
others fhall be raifed up that will be true to it. God’s work 
fhall never fall to the ground for want of hands to carry it on. 
The high prieft is here faid to walk befure God’s anointed, 1. ¢. 
David and his feed, becaufe he wore thg breaft-plate of judge- 
ment, which he was to confult, not in common cafes, but for 
“the king, in the affairs of ftate. Note, Notwith{tanding the 
degeneracy we fee and lament in many families, ~God will fe- 
‘cure to himfelf a facceffion. If fome grow worfe than their 
“anceftors, others, to balance that, fhall grow better. (2-) It 
has its full accomplifhment’ in the priefthood of _Chrift, that 
merciful and faithful high prieft, whom God raifed up-when | 
_ the Levitical priefthood was thrown off, who in all things did 
his father’s mind, and for whom God will build a fure houfe, 
build it on a rock, fo that the gates of hell cannot prevail a- 
gainft it. pee wh aioe 
# py Onli Be Pe) SIT: ‘ \ 
In the foregoing chapter, we had Samuel a young prisf, though 
_ by birth a Levite only 3 for he miniflered before the Lord in 
“a linen'ephod. In this chupter we have him a young prophet, 
which was more; God in an extraordinary manner revealing 
himfelf to him, and in him reviving, if not commencing, pio- 
_ phecy in Ifrael.. Here is, 1. Gods firft manifeflation of him- 
Jfelf in an extraordinary manner to, Samuel, ver. 1,—10. II. 
“The meffage he fent by him to Eli, ver. 1,—14. Il. The 
* faithful delivery of that meffage to Eli, and his fubmiffion to | 
= the righteoufne/s of God in it, ver. 15,—18. AV. The efia- 
biifhment of Samuel to be a prophet in Lfrael, yer. 19;—21. 


ND the child Samuel miniftered unto the | 

“4 Lorp before Eh: and the word of the 
Lorp was precious in thofe days; there was 

&, No open vifion. 2 And it came to pafs at that 
“* time, when Eli was laid down in his place, 
and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could 

_° not fee; 3 And ere the lamp of God went out 
in the temple of the Lorp, where the ark of 

- God was, and Samuel was laid down to fleep: 


x 


5 aM ap Ly 


| right value upon it. 


Gap we 


fwered, Here am I. 5 And he ran unto Eli, 
and faid, Here am I, for thou calledit me. And 
he faid, I called not; lie down again. © And 
he went and lay down. 6 And the Lorn call- 
went to Eli, and faid, Here am-I, for thou didft 
call me. And-he anfwered, I called not, my 
fon; lie down again. 7 Now Samuel did not 
yet know the Lorp, neither was the word of 
the Lorp yet revealed unto him. 8 And the 

Lorp called Samuel again the third time, And 

he arofe, and went to Eli, and faid, Here am I, 

for thou didft:call me. And Eli perceived that 

the Lorp had called the child. g Therefore 

Eli faid unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it fhalt 

be, if he call thee, that thou fhalt fay, Speak, 

Lorp, for thy fervant heareth. So Samuel 

went and lay down in his place. ro And the 

Lorxp came, and ftood- and called as at other 

‘times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel anfwer- 

ed, Speak, for thy fervant heareth. ‘ap 


To make way for the account of God’s revealing himfelf 
firft to Samuel, we are here told, ver. tr. ( 1.) How induftri- 
ous Samuel’ was in ferving God according as his place and ca- 
pacity was, ver. 1... The child Samuel, thoughbut a child, mi- 
niflered unto the Lord before El. It was an aggravation. of the 
wickednefs of Eli’s fons, that the child Samuel fhamed them. 
They rebelled againft the Lord, but Samuel miniftered unto 
him; they flighted their father’s admonitions, but Samuel was 
obfervant of them; he miniftered before Eli, under his eye 
and direGtion. It _was the praife of Samuel, that he was fo © 
far from being influenced by their bad example, that he did 
not in the leaft fall off, but improve, and go on. “And it was 
a preparative for the honours ‘God intended him. He that was 
thus faithful im a little, was foon after intrufted with much 
more. Let thofe that are young be humble and and diligent, 


and they will find’ that the fureft way to preferment. — Thofe | 


are fittelt to rule that have learned to obey. (2.) How fcarce 
a thing prophecy, then was, which made the call of Samuel to 
be the greater furprife to himfelf, and the greater favour to Tf. 
ra¢l. The qword of the Lord was precions in thofe days. Now. 
and then a man of God was’ employed, as a meffenger upon 
an extraordinary occafion, as chap. ii. 27.; but there were no 
fettled prophets to whom the people ‘might have recourfe for 
counfel, nor from whom they might expect the difcoveries of 
the divine will. And the rarity of prophecy made it the more 
precious, in the account of all thofe that knew how to put a. 
( _ lt was>precious 5’ for what was, it feems, 
was private: There was no open vifion, 1. e. none that were 
\ publicly known to have vifions. — Perhaps the impiety and im- 


as an earneft of that, this faithful prophet was 
The manner of God’s revealing himfelf : 
related, very particularly, for it was uncommon. 
1, Eli was retired. “ Samuel had waited on him to his bed, 
and the reft that attended the feryice of ‘the. fanuary, ‘were 


ifed up. 
amuel is here 


~~ -gones 


the R 


ie 
’ 


4 That the Lorp called’ Samuel, and ‘he an- | 


ed yet again, Samuel, And Samuel arofe and 


purity that prevailed in the tabernacle, and no doubt corrupted ~ 

the whole nation, had provoked God, as a token of his difplea- 
fure, to withdraw the {pirit of prophecy, till the decree “was e's 
| gone forth for the raifing up of a more faithful, ieft; and then, 


- 
nnd 


1 


Chap. TIL. | na 


gone, we may fuppofe, to their feveral apartments, ver. 2, EV 
was laid down in his place; went to bed betimes, being unfit 
for bufinefs, and foon weary of it, and, perhaps, loving his eafe 
too well. Probably he kept his chamber. much, ‘which gave 
his fons the greater liberty, And he affected retirement the 
more, becaufe his eyes began to wax dim; an affi@tion which 


~ came juftly upon him, for winking at his fons faults. 


— 


2. Samuel was laid down to fleep in. fome clofet near to 
Eli’s room, as his page of the back-ftairs, ready within call, if 
-the old man fhould Want any thing inthe night ; perhaps to 
read to him, if he could not fleep.’ He chofe rather to take 
Samuel into this office than any of his own family, becaufe of 
the towardly difpofition he obferved in him. When his own 
fons were a grief to him, hisiittle fervitor was his joy.- Let 
thofe that are afflicted in theit children, thank God if they 


have any about them in whom they are comforted. Samuel ; 


was laid down ere the lamp of God went out, ver. 3. It thould 
feem he lay fomewhere fo near the holy place, that he went to 
bed by that light, before any of the lamps in the branches of 
the candleftick went out, (for the main lamp never went out), 
which probably was towards midnight. Till that time Samuel 
had been employing himfelf in fome good exercife or other, 
reading and prayer, or perhaps cleaning or readying the holy 
place ; and then went foftly to his bed. Then we may ex- 
pect God’s gracious vifits, when we are conftant and diligent 
WyOur aupye ne ne a9 ; 
“ 3. God called him by name, and he took it for Eli’s call, 
and ran to him, ver. 4, 5. Samuel lay awake in his bed, his 
thoughts, no doubt, ‘well employed, as David’s, Pfal. Ixiii. 6. 
when the Lord called ‘to him, Bifhop. Patrick thinks, out of 


+, the moft holy place, and fo the Chaldee paraphrafe reads it, 


we 


| A’voice was heard out of the temple of the Lord; but Eli, 
though it is likely. he lay nearer, heard it not; yet poflibly it 


might come fome’other way. Hereupon we have an in{tance, | 


(1.) Of Samuel’s induftry and readinefs to Eli. — Suppofing it 
was he that called him, he haftened out of his warm bed, and 
run to him, to fee if he wanted any thing, and perhaps fearing 
he was not well. Here am I, faith he. A good example to 
feryants, to come when they are called ; and to the younger, 
not only to fubmit to the elder, but to be careful and tender of 
“them. (2.) Of his infirmity, and unacquaintednefs with the 
vifions of the Almighty, that he took that to be only Eli’s call, 
which was really the call of God. Such miftakes as thefe we 
-make oftener than we think of. God calls to us by his word, 
and we take it to be only the call of the minifter, and anfwer it 
accordingly ; calls to us by his providences, and’ we look only 
at the inftruments. His voice cries, and it is but here and 
' there a man of wifdom that underftands it to be his voice. Eli 
-affured him he’ did not call him, yet did not chide him for di- 
fturbing him with being. over-officious ; did not call him a fool, 
and tell him he dreamed ; but mildly bid him lie down again ; 
he had sothing for him'to do. 
_ their matfter’s call, mafters alfo muft be tender of their fervants 


comfort, that thy man-/ervant, and thy maid-fervant may ref as 


well as thou. So Samuel went and lay down. God calls many 
by the miniftry of the word, and they fay, as Samuel did, 
“Here am TF; but not looking at God, ‘nor difcerning his voice 
in the call, the impreffions of it are foon loft; they lie down a- 

- gain, and their conviétions come to nothing. = ; 
4. The fame call was repeated, and the fame miftake made 


a fecond and a third time, ver. 6,—9. (1.) God conti- 
_ nued to call the child 5 yet again, ver. 6. and again the third 
N x 
- 


time, vet. 8 Note, The call which divine grace defigns to 
make ‘effectual, fhall be repeated till it is fo, that is, tll we 
- come’ at’ the call: for the purpofe of God, according to 
johicl we are called, fhall certainly ftand. - (2.) Samuel was 


Voz. II. : . 


SN MU EF Ss 


If fervants mult be ready at’ 


9 ae We i 
ee? 
fill ignorant that it was the Lord that called him, ver. », Sa- 
muel did not yet know the Lord. He knew the written word, 
and was aéquainted with the mind of God in that; but he did 
not yet apprehend the way in which God reveals himfelf to his 
fervants the prophets efpecially by a /fill fall voice. This was 
altogether new and ftrange to him. Perhaps he had been foon- 
er aware of a divine revelation, had it come in a dream or‘a 
vifion-: but this was a way he had not only not known him- 
felf, but not heard of. Thofe that haye the. greateft know- 
ledge of divine things, muft remember the time when they were 
as babes, unfkilful in the word of righteoufnefs: When 7 qwas 
a child, I underflood asa child. Yet let us not defpife the 
day of {mall things: Thus did Samuel (fo the margin reais it) 
before he knew the Lord, and before the word of the Lord was 
revealed unto him. Thus he blundered one time after another, 
but afterwards he underftood himfelf better: The witnefs of 
the Spirit in the hearts of the faithful is often thus miftaken, 
by which means they lofe.the comfort of it ; and the {trivings 
of the Spirit with the confciences, of finners are likewife oft 
miftaken, and fo the benefit of their convictions is loft: ‘God 


Jpeaketh once, yea twice ; but man perceiveth it not, Job xxxiti. 


14. (3.) Samuel went to Eli this fecond and third time, the 
voice perhaps refembling his, and the child being very ready to 
him ; and he tells him with-great affurance, Thou didf? call me, 
ver. 6, 8. it could be no one elfe. Samuel’s difpofition to 
come when he was called, though but by Eli, {peaking him 
dutiful and adtive, qualified him for the favour now to be fliew- 
ed him. God chufeth to employ fuch. But there was a fpe- 
cial providence in it that he fhould go thus oft to Eli; for 
hereby, at length, Zl perceived that the Lord had called the 
child, ver. 8. And, {1.} This would be*a mortification to 
him, and he would apprehend it a ftep towards his family’s be- 
ing degraded, that when God had fomething to fay, he fhould 
chufe to fay it to the child Samuel, his fervant that’ waited on 
him, and not to him. And it would humble him the more, 
when afterwards he found it was a meffage to himfelf, and yet 
fent him by a child. He had reafon to look upon this as a 
further token of God’s difpleafure. [2.] This would put 
him upon inquiring, what it was that God faid to Samuel, and 
would abundantly fatisfy him of the truth and certainty of 
what fhould be delivered, and no room would be left for him 
to fuggeft, that it was but a fancy of Samuel’s: for, before the 
meffage was delivered, he himfelf perceived, that God was a~ 
bout to fpeak to him, and yet muft not know what it is, tillhe. 
had it from Samuel himfelf.. Thus even the infirmities and 
miltakes of thofe whom God employs, are over-ruled by infinite 
wifdom and made ferviceable to his purpofes. 

5. At length Samuel was put into a pofture to receive a 
meflage from God, not to be lodged with himfelf, and go no 
further ; ‘but, that he might be a complete prophet, to be pub- 
lifhed, and made an open vifion. (1.) Eli perceiving that it 


a 


was the voice of God that Samuel heard, gave him inftru@tions. 


what to fay, ver. g. This was honeftly done ; that though 
it was a difgrace to him for God’s call to pals him by, and be 
directed to Samuel, yet he put him in a way how to entertain 
it. Had he been envious of this honour done to Samuel, he 
would have done what he could to balk him of it; and fince 
he did not perceive it himfelf, would have bid him lie down 
and fleep, and never heed it; it was but a dream: but he was 
of a better fpirit than fo ;’ gave him the beft advice he could 
for the forwarding of this advancement. Thus the’elder fhould, 
without grudging, do their utmoft to aflift and improve th. BS 
younger that are rifing up, though they fee themfelves dikely 


to be darkenéd and eclipfed by them. Let us never be wanting ee “ 
to inform and inftrué& thofe that are coming after us, even fuc ae 


as will foon be preferred before us, John i. 30. The inftruc- 
Gg ; tion | 


% 


.Jtek 


nr 
~ 


Us 


tion EH gave him was, when Cod called the next time, to 
fay, Speak, Lord, for thy fervant heareth. We mutt ¢all him: 
felf God's fervant, mutt defire to. know the mind of God: 
Speak, Lord ; fpeak to me, {peak now.: and he niuft prepare 
to hear, and promue to attend: TAy feruant ‘heareth, — Note, 
"Phen we may exped that God will {peak to us, when we fet 
ourfelves'té hearken‘to what he faith, Pfal’ lxxxv. §. Hab. 1. 
ji. When we come to-read the word of God, and to attend 
on thé preaching of it, we thould come thus difpofed, ’fubmit- 
» ting our fouls to the commanding light and power of it: Speak, 
Lord, for thy fePvant heare'h. {2,) Tt thould feém that God 
fpake the fourth tune if a Way fomewhat' different fram thé o- 


ther. Though thé call was, as at other times, a. tall to him - 


by name, yet now he flood ahd called ; which ttinzates, that 


there was now fotne vifible appearance of the’ divine ‘glory to | 


¢ j 


Samuel; a vifion that food before him, like that before Eli- 
phaz,’though He ‘could nol difeern the'form théredf, Job iv. 16. 


This'fatisfted him, that it was hot Eh that called 3 for he'now | 


faw the doire that fpake with him, a& i318" exprefled, ‘Rev. 4. 
12, Now alfo the call was doubled, Saniel, Samuel, ag if God 
délighted in the mention of his nantes or to Intimate, - that 


ndw- he fliould be made to waderftand who fpoke to him. God * 


hath fooken once, twice have T heard sis, Pha, sin, Fr 2 t 


was"an hohour to'bim that God ‘was pleafed to know fim by 


name, Exod. xxiii. 12. and then ‘his call was\ powerfil and 
effectual when he ‘calléd him ‘by name, and fo brought w parti- 
. eularly to him, as Saul, Saul.” “Thus God called to’ Abraham 
by ‘hame, Gen. xxit. 1. -(3.) ‘Ssmuel faid-as he was taught : 
‘Speak, for thy fervant heareth. “Note, Good words fhould ‘be 
' put into ‘childrens mouths betimes, and apt expreflions of picus 
arid devotit affections, by which they may be. prepared for ta 
better Hiequaintance with diving tHings, and trained upto a ho- 
ly converte with them: “Teach yout people what ‘they ‘fhall 


fay, for they cannot order their fpeech by reason of darknefs. | 


. Satuel-did not now rife'ahad rut’ 4s,before, when he: thought 


Eli called)’ But tay. fHll “and lifténed.” "Phe imore® fedate and ” 
compofed our Spirits are, the better prepared they are for dis 


vine Uifcoveries,” Let all tuntultuons thoughts and paffions “be 
kept ander,’ and-evety’ thing’be ‘quiet and: fereng “inthe foul, 


and then ‘we ate'fit to hear ‘from’ God.” AM mult be filent * 
when he fpeaks. “But obferve, Shmuel teftvout one words he | 
aid not fay, Speak; Lord; bat only, Speak, for thy foroant hear-' 


eth ; ,perhaps, as ‘Bifhop Patrick “fuggefts, -our of uncertainty 
whether it were -God that fpake to him or no. However, by 
this anfwer) Speat, for thy fervant heareth, way was made for 
the theflage he was now to receive, and Samuel was brought 


acquainted with the words of God’ and vifions of the Almigh © 
ty) Abd’ this, ere the lamp of God went dut, ver. 3. in the ~ 


temple of the Bord 3 which fome’ of the Jewith writers put a 
myyftical fenfé uipon, before the fall of Eli, and the eclipfing of 
the ‘Unin and Lhummim } for'fome time thereby God called 


Samuel, and made him an oracle: whence they, have an ob- °| 


fervation’ among-their dactors, That. the fun rifeth, and the: fun 
goeth down, Eécle is 5. that is, fay they, ere God maketh the 


fun’ of one rightéous man to fet, he makes the’ fuh of another’ 


_ -ighteons tan to rife. Smith ‘ex Kimobi. viet 

‘11. And.the Lorn faid to Samuel, Behold, 
I will doa thing in Ifrael, at which both the 
ears of every-one that heareth it fhall tingle. 
12 In that day, I will perform againtt Eli, all 


things which 1 have. fpoken concerning his | 


- houfe: when I begin, I will alfo make an, end. } 


13 For I have told him, ‘that 1. will judge: his 
houfe forever, for the iniquity which he know- 


1 i, lap he a a 


| themfelves, and make themfelves not only 
1 he holy God; and holy men and angels 


hits : ¥ i : 


eth: becaufe his fons made themfelves. vile, 


See ys 


PiiGh a wok Bei ng koh ce aha gare M DECH OSE ae ow 6 B 
wuk he.reftrained ‘them. not, 14 And ‘there- te 


fore Lhave-fworn'unto the houfe of Eli, that 


the iniquity of Eli’s houfe fhall not: be. purged 


| with faerifice nor offering for ever. “15 {] And 
| Santuel Jay until the morning, and opened thie 
~ doors of the houfe: of the Lorn: and Samuel 
feared to fhew Eli the vifion. 16 Then Eli 


& 


called Samuel, and faid, Samuel my fon. And 
he atifwered, Here amt. 17-And he’ faid, 
What és the thing that the LORD hath faid 
unto. thee? I pray thee hide. 724. nut from me: 
God do fo to thee, and more alfo, if thou hide 


| anything from me, of all’ the’ things that he 


faid unto thee. 18,And*Samuel told him e- 
very whit, and hid nothing from bim, And 
he faid, It 77 the Lory 3 let him do what feem.., 
eth him good. fiat oa AN AELY A746 Ros st 


cerning the fin, and concerning the punifhment.ss0 8 
if, Concerning the fins it 1s the iniguity»thate he knoaieth,. 
ver. 13. (Lhe man jof God told him of it, and many -a time: — 
his own confeience-haditold-bim of its ~ O, what axgreat deal. - 
of guilt and eorruption is there in us, cancerning which we» 
may fay, itis the iniquity which ovr owa heart knoweth 3 we - 
are confcious to ourieives of it! In fhort, the iniquity was > 
this : His fons made themfelves wile, and he refrained them not 
or; as itis inthe Hebrew, he frowned not upon them. If he. 


did thew his diflike of their wicked courfes, yer notito that de-- 
gree that he ought to have done. . He did reprove ‘them, but. 


he did not punifh them for the-mifchief they did, nor deprive. 


them of their power to.do mifchief ; which, as a. father, high, | 
" prieft, and judge, he might have done. Note;,(1-) Sinners; 


do by their own wickednefs make themfelve they de- 
bauch themfelves 5. for every manvis tempted, « 


afide of his own Iufl, James. 14, andi 


vile 


nean, but odious to, 
Smis. 


eS Be 


and 
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a vile thing, . eae 
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~ Chap. IV. 


* 


Shar gaes Se yeh (TF Tiyet a4) "bee HPs ac. t 

and vilifies ‘men more than any thing, Phil. xv: 4. El? fons 
madéMight of God, and made his offerings vile-in the people’s 
eyes + but-the fhame ‘retvined Into’ thei 6wa-bofom) they 
inadethenfelaes vile, (2.) Vhofe that!do ‘not reftrain the-fins 
ofothers, when itis ia the power of their hand: to'do it, make 


: themfelves. partakers of the guilt, and. will be charged as ac- 


ceffories. ” reat 
for, if they ‘make not the fword they bear d terrbr to 


evil noni« 
hers. * SD ats 


sun 3 t 


| edly, Concerning the:punifhment }itds that which D-bave 
poten concerning his boufe, ver. 12. and ver.'13. J bave told 
hi 


m that J will judge his houfe for ever, t. e. that a curfe thould 
be entailed upon his family from generation to generation. The 
patti¢ulars of this*curfe we had before; they are not ‘here re- 
peated.;:i but ft-is added, o1 0 ape): 
~ .(1.) Thatwhen'that fentence began-to be executed, it would _ 
be very dreadfid.and amazing to.all Ifrael, ver. 11, Both; the 
ears of every one: that -bears it /ball tingle. Every. Ifraelite 
would be {track with terror and’ aftonifhment ‘to hear of the 
flaying of R18 fons, ‘the bréaking’of Eli’syneck, and ‘the dift 
perfion of Eli’s family. Lord, how terrible art’ thou im! thy 
judgments! If this be done in a green tree, what fhall bedone 


inthe dry? sNote, God's judgments upda-others fhould affect | 


us with atholy fear, Pfal, cxix.a20. 


(2) Phat thefe direful firft-fruits of the RR Es 6 


- be certain-earnefts of the progrefs and full: accomplifument of | 


it: When Lbegin, £ will proceediand make an end of all Uhave | 
threatened, wer..12.. It is intimated; that itanight poflibly be 
fome time:before’ he would hegin.; but let them not call that | 


forbearance an acqwittance, nor that reprieve.a pardon; for | 


edit with an oath: J have fworn to the houfe of Evi. 


_ be made for the fin, mor, any abatement of the punifhment. 


when at length: he doth begih, he will make thorough work of | 
ity atd-thougly he fay long, he will {trike -home: 

132). That no room fhould’be left for hope*that this fentence 
might be reverfed, and the execution flayed ‘or mitigated, ver. 
14. [1.] God would not revokethe fentence, for he back- 
Aod | 
God willnot go back fiom what he hath {worn, either in mer- 
ey or judgtiest. ~~ [2.] ‘Fle would never come toa-compofi- , 
tion for the forfeiture: Tite iniquity of LG's houfe hall noti be 
purged with fucrifice nor offering for ever. No atonement fhall 


‘This was the imperfection of the legal facrifices, but there were 
iniquities’ which they did not reach, which ‘they would not | 
purge : ‘but the blood of Chrift cleanfeth from all fin, and fecures | 


~ ail thofe that by-faith are jinterefted in it, from that ternal. | 
- death which is the wages of fin. 


2. 'The-delivery of this, meflage to Eli. Obferve, i 
tft, Samuel’s modeft concealment of it, ver. «5, (1.) He 
Jog till the morning; avd we may-well fappofe -he lay awake, | 
pondering on what! hé had heard, repeating it to himfelf, and 
-confidering what -wle he mult make of it. After weshave:re- 
weived the {piritual food of God’s word, it is. good to compofe 
ourfelves, and give it time to digelt. (2.) He opened the doors 
of the houfe of the Lord in the morning, as he ufed todo, being 
up firftiin the tabernacle, ‘That he fhoiild do ‘fo at other times, 


was an in{tance: of : an extraordinary towardlinefs ina child; | 


— humility. 


but that he fhould.do fo this-morning, was an inftance of great 
God had highly honoured’ him above all the chil-, 
dren of his people ; yet he was not proud of-the honour, nor 


le poffed-up with its did not think himfelf too great; and too | 


wt 
De 
y 
> 


ae 
= 
a 


. goed, to be employed .in thefe meah and fervile offices, but, as , 
' ~ echearhilly.as-ever, .wént and’ opened sthe cdoors of che taber- 
 macle. Note, Vhofe whom God imanifefts himfelf to, he 
- -tnakes arid keeps low-in thein ownveyes, and willing to'ftoop to | 

any thing by: which they may be ferviceable) to: his glory, , 


“though but as door-keepers in his houfe. One would have-ex- 


ig 


“oe Fk we £ x! . 


| posted, that Samuel should have been fo full of his vifion, as 
_ forget his ‘ordinary fervice 5 that he) fhoyld have gone’ among 


~Thofé in authority will have a great deal fo anfwer — 


Ce eee 


_ 


te 
o 


eS | 


to 


his companions, a3_one in anecltafy, to tell them what con. 


verfe he. had shad with God this night : but, he mode(lly keeps 


‘it to himfelf, tells the vifion to no-man, but filently goes on in 
his bufinefs. _ Our fécret communion, with God is not to be 
proclaimed upon the houle-tops, ((3.) He feared to foe Eli 
the vifion. If he were afraid Eli would, be angry with him, 


j; and chide him, it wall give us caufe to fulpedt, that Eli ufed to 
be as fevere with this towardly child, as be awas indulgent to ~ 


his own wicked fons; and that will bear hard upon him. But 
-we sill fappofe, it was rather becaufe he was afraid to grieve 


~ and trouble the good old man, that he was fo fhye If he had 


tun prefently, with the tidings to Eli, it would haye looked as 
if he had defired the woful day, and hoped to. build his own 
family upon the ruin of Eli’s; therefore it became him not to 
be forward:to do it, No good man.can take pleafure in bring- 
ing evil tidings, efpecially not Samuel to Eli, the pupil to the 

_ tutor, whom he loves and honours. 
2dly, Elis careful inquiry into it, ver. 16, 17. As foon as 
ever he heard Samuel's {tirring, he called for him, probably to 


| vhis bed-fide; and having perceived before, that God had {po- 
ken to him, he obliged him, not only by importunity, Z pray. 
thee, hide tt not from me, buty finding hima timorous and back- % 


ward, by an adjuration likewife: God do Jo to thee, and more al- 
fo, if thou hide-any thing from me. We had reafon enough to 
fear, that the meflage prophefied no god concerning him, but 
evil; and yet, becaufe was a méflage from God, he could 
not contentedly be ignorant of it. A good man deéfires’ to be 
acquainted with all the will of God, whether it make for him 
or againft him, \ His adjuration, God do fe to thee, if thou bide. 
any thing from me, may intimate the feartul doom of unfaithful , 
watchmen. . If they warn not ‘finnets, they bring upon them. , 
felves that wrath and curfe,-which they fhould have denoun- 


ced, in God’s name, againft thofe that go on fill in their tref 


paffes.. rd ' 
3dly, Samiuel’s faithful delivery of his meffage at lafty ver. 
18. He told him every whit. When he faw he mult tell him, 
he never minced the matter, nor offered to make it better than 
‘it was; to nullify that which was fharp, or to gild the bitter 
pill; but delivered the meffage as plainly and fully as’he ree, 


ceived it, not fhunning to declare the whole counfil of God. - 


Chrifl’s minifters muft deal thns faithfully. — 
4thly, Eli’s pious acqniefcence init. He did not queftion 


Samuel’s integrity, was not ciofs with him; nor'had he any 


thing to object againft the equity of the fentence; he did not 
complain of the punifhment, as Cain did, that it. was. greater 


than either he deferved, or could bear; but patiently fubmit- 


ted, and accepted the punifiment of his iniquity: / is the 
Lord, let him do what feemeth hun good. THe whiderftood the 
fentence to intend only a temporal punifhment, and the entail. 


of difgrace and poverty upon his pofterity, and not a final fe. . 


paration of them from the favour. of God; and therefore he 
chearfully fubmitted, did ‘not repine, becaufe he knéw the il 
merits of his family: ‘nor did/he nowsintercede for the rever-. 
fing of the fentence, becaufe ‘God had ratified it with a folemn 


Geg2 with, 
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with whonrthere is no unrighteoufnefs, who neverrdid, nore- | 
ver will ‘do, any wrong to any’ of hisscreatures, nor exact more 
than their iniquity deferves. (2) He: infers from: it this fatis- 
fying conclufion,: Let him -do what feemeth him good : I have | 
nothing to fay again{t his proceedings ; he istrighteous in'all his 
ways, and holy in’ all bis ‘eworks 3 and therefore his willbe 
done. I will bear’ the ‘indignation of the Lord, becaufe Ihave | 
finned againft bim,- Thus we ought”to. quiet? ourfelyes ‘under | 
-God’s rebukes, and nevet to frive with oar Maker: 


19 § And Samuel grew,.and the.Lorp was 
with him, and did let none of his words: fall'to 
the ground. 20 And all Ifrael from Dan even 
to Beerfheba knew, that Samuel was. eftablifh- 
ed ¢o be a prophet of the. Lorp. ».21 And the) 
Loxp appeared again in’ Shiloh: for.the Lorp 
revealed himfelf to Samuel “in ‘Shiloh,: by the 
word of the Lorp. pg ieee. 


Samuel being thus’ brought’ acquainted: with ‘the-vifions: of 
‘God, we have here an account’of the further honour done: him 
| a8 a prophet. ; pac PB 
~~ “1, God did'him honour...» Having begun to favour him,/he 
"carried on and crowned his own! work in ‘him,!ver 49. 'Sa- 
muel grew; for the Lord was with hint: ~Allour increafe in 

_ wifdom and grace is owing to the prefence of God with us: 
_it is all in all to our growth.» God honoured Samuel, (1.) 
By further manifeftations' of himfelf to him. Samuel had faith- 
fully delivered the meffages he was ‘intrufted with ; and: there- 

~ fore’ God employed him‘ again in ‘his: fervice, ver. 26. - The 


7 Sis | 


- Lord revialil himfelf again'to Samuel in Shiloh. Note, God } 
_will gracioufly repeat his vifits to thofe that receive them aright, 
pe eee) BY. fulfilling ‘what he fpakesby himy) veri 1 9. * God did 


et none of his words fall to the ground. “Whatever Samuel faid - 
- as a prophet, it proved true, and was accomplifhed inits feafon. - 
, Probably, there were fome remarkable inftances of the truth 
“of Samuel’s predi@ions that happened prefently; which confirm. : 


~* @d thofe that wére afterwards to be’ fulfilled; and gave general - 


“fatisfaQion of his’ million. ” God will confirm the word of his 
Servants, and perform ithe eounfel Of his meffengers, Ufa. xliv. 26, » 
“and will do what he hath faide seat LyP5id faire 
*"" 2. Tfrael ‘id’ him’ honour. 
that Sainuel was efablifoed to'be'a prophet, ver. 20: (t.) He 
_ grew famous. All that came up to Shiloh to worthip took 
__ notice of him, and admired himi, and talked of him when they 
people, and big them, ' as’ much as any thing; and as foon, 
into reputation. Them that’ honour God, he will honour. 
_ (2.) He grew ufeful, and ‘very ferviceable to his generation: | 
He ‘that began’ betimes to be good, ‘foon came to do-good. | 
His eftablifhed commiffion from God, and. eftablifhed reputa- 


he 


asa light in Tfrael. When old Eli was ‘reje@ed, young Sa-~ 


_witnefs, nor his church without ‘a guide.’ 


need ait Se Ro 2 WG) eae, 0k | 
the prediétions in the foregoing chapters, concerning the ruin 


of Elis houfe, here begin to be fulfilled. "Fast bow long | 


_ after, doth not appear; but it was ‘not long. Such fin- | 
ners God often makes quick work with. Flereis,\.. The dif 
grace and lofs Ifcgel Jufiained in a rencounter dwith the 
_ .., Pbilifiines, ver. 1, 2. 11. Their fooli/h projet to fortify * 
_ _ themlelvet, by bringing the ark of God into their tainp, 
“upon the /houlders of Hophni and Phinehat, yer./3, 4. 


1 RR IND | 


| ‘rael: and when 


/They all knew and’ owned, 


came home. Early piéty, will be the greateft honour of young © 


tion with the people, gave him a great. opportunity of fhining ~| 


”. muel was eftablithed : for God will never leave himfelf without} 


~aubich made then fecureswer.igo and »ftruck a feamanto 
ithe: Philiftines; \butifuch & fear asammated them, veri, 
Sg. TNL. Phe fatal confequences of it pAfraed wastbeat: 
~ em; and, the ark taken prifanery, yers voyit hjIM .Tibe\tid- 
<vangs'of this brought to Shiloh, andthe fad reception of thofe 
tidings. (1) The city.coas put into: confufionynens 12, 13; 
(24) Ett fainted. away, fell, and.broke his:meck,) versib4y. 
18. (30) Aisi daughter-in-law fel amulaboyr upon iit, — 
bore. a.fon, but.died prefentlyy venowj~22.1: Thefe were 
. the things which would make theveansuof-thafethat beard 
Sothem to tingle, >A. S03. ARE Site fap Boy Sab 
rael. 


AND the Word of Sainuel ‘camie’té all Titra 
J. Now Irael, went out againft the Philiftines 
to battle, and. pitched befide Eben-ezer: and. 
othe Philiftines<pitched: in Aphek, »i27And:the - 
_-Philiftines’ put ‘thenifelvés “in array aan fi Te. 
they’ jeinied ‘battle, Tél ‘Was 


é: | F799 Gy s ; PEND OEN © ee 
fmitten before ‘the, Philiftines:, and, they flew 


of the.army-in.the: field: about. four, -thoufand’ 


i 2F 


SI>% 


he following : 


, weneoutlagainit the: Pile ey ‘confilted him, 

' though. but newly’ initiated as ‘a! prophe it might have ftood> 
. them in more ftedd than the ark did.» ‘But pethapstheprinces 
- of Tratl defpifed'‘his youth, and ‘would ‘nét haye'recourfe to bin. 


« 


% 


.' 


o> * 


" 
*< 


. 
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Dara) 


bey. _, but to have in admiration, the form of it, The temple of the 
is ’ 4 = ; le . . - 


Chap; IV. 
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asam oracle, and he did not.as yet: interpofe. im public affairs ; 


norido we find. any merition of <his» same‘from: henceforward, 


= 


till.fome. years after, chaps wil gonly: Ait word come tocall I/- | 


tael;i.-e. people from alk saneee were pionfly difpofed, had re- | 


éourfe to hin»as a prophet, and advifed' withshim. \.Perhaps, 


_ jvis.meant ofvhis. prophecy againft thehoufe ofi Eliy thatiwas | 
_ generally known ‘andwtalkedvofi; ‘andvallsthat' were: {eridus jand 


! 


-oblerving, compared the events-here related, when)they: came to , 


~pafs, avith that prophecy, and faw. itaccomplifhed in them, 

ag Henesisy: 16 Ajowarentered into: withthe: Rbiliftines, ver. r. 
Tt was an attempt to throw off the yoke of theircoppreflion ; 
and. would have {ped better, if they had firft repented and re- 


formed, and fo begun. their work at the right end. It iscom- 


“puted, that this was about the’ ‘middle of the forty yéars:domi- 
mion thatthe !Philiftines had over -Tfracl,. Judg. xiii. 1. and 
fon. after the death’ of, Samf{on. 


this attempt. _ But Dr; Lightfoot 
~ Samfon’sdeath 3 for fo tong Eli judged, ver. 18, ° 
\), Phe! defdat of Hrael'iin! that’ war, ver. 2. 


Tffael, who 


- were the agereffors, were:{mitten. and had four'thoufand men 


killed ppen, the: fpot, (God had) promifed, that one of.them, 


_ Ahonld chs peapthenian s/but, pow. quite. contrary, L/rme/ is, fmit- 
before the Philjlines. 


ten before 


y befor fhnes. Sin, the accurfed thing, was in the 
camp, and-gave their enemies all’ thé” advantage’ abainft them 
“theptcould wih for! £909) G.I ob pe i Sf, 

).//93.°' Fhe} meafares they concerted. for another engagement. 


_ 4 AL councilof warwas called sand, in{tead. of refolving, to falt, 


} 


* 


_jand pray, and amend their. lives, fo ill taught. were they, (and 
fo, wonder,. when'they had fuch teachers), that, (1.) They 


Cquarrelled’ with God for ‘appearing againft\‘them, ver: 3: 


Wt bevefore hath vhe: Dord fmitten ur?! Tfthéy meant this)as! an 
inquiry: into, the caufe,.of, God’s' jdifpleafire, they needed not 
sseparat tol SA Neh PLE: Wal plain enough [frael had finned, 
__ though they were not willing to fee it and own it, But it ra- 
“ther feems, that they expoftulate boldly ‘with’ God about it; are 


© difpledfed at What God Kad’ done) and difpute it with him. 
i Dhey own the hand of (God in nheir trouble: So fan was right: 
°¢, dé is, the Lord that ath, fmitien ys.,.; But inftead of fubmitting 
sr t0 at, they quarrel: withrit, and {peak as thofe that were angry 
_, at.him and his providence, and not aware of any juft provoca- 
‘tion’ they had giveh’him >’ Wherefore’ fhall we, that are Trael- 
+ lites! Be Smitten before the Philiftines?: “How abfurd and onjutt | 
is it! Note, “Tbe foolifane/s of man pernerteth-bis wayand then , 
his, heart. frets againjl.tbe, Lord, Prov..xix,,3,.and finds, fault | 

re with, him, {2.) Lhey imagined they could oblige him to ap- 


“pear for them ‘the next ‘time, by bringing the ark into their 


. _.., eftranged themfelves from the vitals. of religion, to difcover at 
“great fondnefs for the rituals and external obfervances of it 5 , 
.,... for, thofe that even deny the power of godline/s, not only to have, , 


q 


' Sp Bifkop, | Patrick ; who} 
“thinks, the. flaughter he made} at his-death Might, encourage | 


_teckons it forty years after) 


}crang. again... "Now, they.thought, themifelves,.. 


tgs The; conftemation 


ba 


- 
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Lord isi criedsup, and the-arle of the Lord ftickled for, withd 
ogncat deal of feeming zeal, by. multitudes, that have: ng, regars 
-atall to the-Lord: 6f:the temple, and. the.God_of the ark; var: 
if.a fiery concera\for the name .of Chriftianity,. would, atone fo 
@ Profane..contemptsof . the thing, . And yct,indeed_ they did 
» but make an idol ioffthe atk, and looked upon.it to.be as much 
an umage-of the. God). of Ifrael, as thofe, which. the, Heathen 
worfhipped. were.af their,’gods,. Lo ;worhip the. true God, 
and not to. worfhip, him-as.God, is, in effect, not to worlhip 
him at all. [2.] Their egregious folly, m. thinking that if 
they badthap ia their: camp, iit iwould certainly /ade them out 


oof thehand. of their, enemies, and bring yitoryback te their fide. 
For, LdoWhen-the ark fet forward, Mofes prayed, rije up, 


Lord, and let thine enemies.be fcattered 3 well knowing, that it 
Chr hgsg toe ae 9 RW PSE re f.+ ; tcyy rh grt) oea ae & 
was not the’ ark moving With them, but: God ‘appedring for 

‘them that muft giveithem fuccc{s) “And hete were no proper 


means -ufed toi engage | God to favour thém, ) with -his prefence. 


What; goed) then would.the, ark do, them,? the fhell without 
the kernel? 2.] They were fo far from haying God’s leave to 
remove his ark, that he had plainly enough’ intimated to them 


oin-his law, thatswhen they, were fettled in Canaan, +his ark fhould 
ibe-fettled an the-place thathe\fhould chufe, Deut. xxit..5, 11. - 


and that they mutt come to it, and not it to them.., 


How then 


a2 c* 


jutt_and.legal poffefion to, it 3, .norjany warrant. to ftir it from 


 its.place 7 Inftead of honouring.God. by whatathey did, they 


really, affronted -him,...Nay, .3- ],1f there had: been, nothing « 
_elfe to inyalidate,their expectations from the, ark, how could 
they.expect.it: fhould bring. a; blefling, when Hophni and Phi- 
anehas.,were the imen-that brought. it? It.would have given too 
much, countenance to, their, villany, jf Ee SRE MONS ANT 


bokindnefs to Iftael, while it.was.ig:the shands of thofe gracele Sess 
ABI ods sabeaer sctlt LOGE od Re ZI aeodoh. time 
fi. \4e) The great joy;thatywas in the camp of, Lael, When the — ° 


atk was-brought into it, ver. 54, Tey /hoyled, Fe that the earth 
ure “of victory, 
and therefore gaye.a'triumphant fhont_ before the battle, as if 
the day, ‘were, without fail their own ; intending, by this migh- 
ty, fhout, to animate. themfelves and. thetr. own forces, and to 
‘intimidate? their adverfaries, >) Note, Carnal people triumph - 


and build much upon them, (asf, thofe, would -infallibly fave 


_ them} and,as if the ark (God?s throne) in the camp would - 
-rbring them to heaven, though the world and the flcfh be upon 


the;throne in the heart, 


Afcaelites gave on this great eceafion, foon underftood ‘what it 
. ‘ . ‘ ie , 8 t 
was they triumphed in, ver, 6. and they were afraid of the 


their days. |. God is:come into their camp, and therefore wo 1m 
to, us,, Ver.,7», and again, wo unto.us, ver. 8. 'Ehe name of the 


‘other gods, and’ fome, apprehenfions-eyen the infidels had of 


-gefts this, that thofe are in a woful condition who have God 
againit them. Yetfee what grofs notions they had of the di- 
vine prefence, as.if the God of Lael were not as much in the 
camp before ithe ark came, thither's which may very well be 
-exeufed in, them, fince: the: notions the’ Ifraclites: themfelves 
had of that'prefence were. no better. O, fay they," this is a 
mew defign upon us, more frightful. than all their ftratagems ; 


: Se wate vik 
for there bas not been fuch-a thing heretofore : this wasthe moft 


effectual courfe they could take to difpirit our men, and weak- 


‘ 


‘could they, expect any. advantage by. ity whem they had not a - 


i viit : iF a TET. Y we * 

which the bringing of the ark“into > 

}..the.camp,of Erael. put; the Philiftines into, "Che two armies’ 
Aay fo, near encamped, that the Philiftines panic fhout the 


confequences. , For, (1.) It had never -been done before 1 


God of lfrael was formidable, even to thafe that, worlhipped 


> 


the danger of contending with, him. Natufal confcience fug-, - 


‘ 


.-much inthe external, privileges and performances of religion, 


: 


en their, hands: \(2,) When it had been done in the days of =.) 


old, i. 


a*. 


? 


wily * assert. 
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; Gaede »'y, SAE Seen Modihibaee tkies iy pOind mala acc 
old, “it had wrought wonders, ver, ie Thelk are the “god t bat, © Fretn the pr ietboo’, oo vile B4 x they folate Wet. 
Sinote the Egypiians with all the plagues in. the qwilderneli.” though in ‘dilgrace : sin oe Fe pirgs ; sae Bis 
Here they were as much out in their hiltory as in their divie own hands, and chafech them out of t iy ee te ee ae 
nity. The plagues of Egypt were inflicted before the ark was | Of the, uncircumcifed: The Lord is Anown AM hofe sudgeat eS 
mare, and before Trael came, inta the wildernefs. But fome | which he ewecuteth. It is true, the {word devours onevas welk 
confufed traditions they, had, of wonders wrought by or for { a3 another; but thefe were waited for of the fword, marked, 
Ifrael, when this ark was carried, before them ; which they, 7? far vengeance, They were out of their places what) had,they, i 
attributed, ‘not’ to Jehovah, but.to the ark... Now, fay they, | to do im the camp? When men feaye, the. way of thein dutyer 
Who fhal! deliver us out of the hand of thefe mighty.geds ? ta- they ‘fhut themfelves out: of God s protection, d ‘But. this, Md 
king the ark for God, as well they might, when the Iiraelites not all: they had betrayed the ark, by bringing it into dangers: 
themfelves idolized it. Yet it thould feem they {carce belie- | witheut a warrant from God ; and this filled the mieafure of 

ved themfelves, when “they fpoke thus formidably of thefe | their iniquities. But, (2.) The taking of the ark was eee: 
mighty gods, but only bantered ; for, inftead of retreating, or great judgment upon Ifracl, and a certain token of piueus ay 
propoling conditions of peace, which they would have done,  difplsafure againtt them. Now they are made to fee ep Oh) 
had they been really convinced of the power of Ifrael’s God, | ly; m trufting to their external privileges, when thoy radi 
they ftirred up one another to fight fo much’ the more ftoudy. | their wickednefs forfeited them ; and fancying. that, the, ark , 
This furprifing difficulty did but fharpen their refolution, ver. g. | would fave them, when God was departed from them: Now. 

. Be Jirong, and quit yourfclves like men ; the commanders in- they are made to reflect, with the utmoft regrety, od tee theit 
fpiring ‘bold and generous thoughts into the minds of their | own rafhnefs and prefumption, in bringing the ark into the 
foldiers, when they bid them remember how they had lorded | camp, and fo expoting it ; and with a thoutand times they had 
it over Iffael, and what an intolerable grief and fhame it | Jef it where God had fixed it. Now they are ‘convinced, . x 
would be, if they fneaked now, and fuftered Lfrae! to lord it. | that God will not be preferibed to by vain and foolith men, | 
over them. ‘and that though-he has bound us to his ark, he has not bound .- 


ge Scena leg wanes tae p23 ‘ himfelf to it ; but will rather deliver.it into the hands of this 
to GY And»the Philiftines fought, and Ifrael 7 Be ei he. oe eae 


; . : fworn enemies, than faffer it to be profaned: by his \falfe friends, 
was {mitten, and they fled every man into his 
tent : arid there was a, very great. flaughter ; | 


and countenance their fuperftition. Let none: think to fhelter - 

_ themfelves from the wrath of God, under the cloak of a vifi- 
for there fell,of Irael thirty thoufand footmen. | 
11 And.the-ark of God-was taken’; and the two « 


ble profeffion; for there will be thofe caft.into, utter: darktiefs, - 4 
that have eaten and drunk in Chrift’s prefences, ade? Bas 


f [ie Hoshi and: Phi qwereflain. | .12 § And there ran a man of Benjamin, out 
as OF Fella Hophnd andl Phineas, were Tain of the army, ‘and came to Shiloh the fame day 


4) 


Here. is a thort account of the! iffue of this-battle: © 7 J with his clothés rent; and with _earth upon-his- 
1, Jracl.was mitten, the army, difperfed, and totally rout- fetid 3 A heat iae dete: to. Bile es 
ed 5 not retiring into their camp as before,. ver. 2.. when they 24 cocebees TG ™ ANGE AIC SIG, ma are eee 
hoped to rally again, but returning to their tents, every man | a feat by the. way-iide, watching : Tor ‘his’ 
dhifting for-his own fafety, and making the belt of his way | trembled for the ark of God. And when 
hoe; efparing fo take Heid any’ more ad shiny chovlamel | main éame-inta the city and told @, all the cin. 
were flain injthe field. af battle, ver.:ro. Ttael was putto/fhe } eee er rs Res ee. 4) hee eae rete et 
worfe.,.(1.) Though they -had:the better caufe, were the peo- | ChCd out. 14 And when Eli. heard the. . 
_ple of rod, and. the Philiftines were ‘uncircumeifed ;, they noife of the crying, he faid, What me aneth the r 
flood up in’ neceflary defence of their jult riphts and liberties | nnoife of this tumult? And. the man cameiia 
again{t invaders ; and yet they failed of faccefs, for their rock | haftily, and told Eli. x 5 Now Eli was nmety. ~ 
had fold. them. A good. caufe often fuffers -for the fake'of the -and ‘eight years old; and his eyes were dim, 
_bad men that undertake it. i( 2.) Though) they had: the greate /) eras ees ld feces 6’And the & oe lis, 
er confidence, anda better heart’ on. it... They thouted while..|' u at he Conk not fers See sik tae sie tax sie 
the Philiftines trembled ; and yet, when God pleafed.fo to | Unto Eh, Lam he that came ‘out:of ‘the army, ! 
and T fled to-day out’ of the varmy. » And he: " 
-faid, What is there: done, my fon ? iy And the’, 
meffenger anfwered and faid, Ifracl 1s fled bee 


order it, ‘the Philiftines terrors were turned into triumphs, and - 
I{rael’s thouts into lamentations. (3.) ‘Though’ they had tive © 
ark of God with, them... External privileges. will fecure none 
that abufe them, and do. not. live,up te them.: The ark.insthe | 
camp will add nothing. to its ftrength, when there-is.an Achan - 
IN If. Hehe ech endorses hile de Bad xdomidth b i 
2. "The ark; itfelf was taken by;the )Philiftines ;. and Hoph- 0 
ni and Phinehas, who, it is likely,.ftuck.clofe,to it, and when) 
it was in, danger, .ventured.far in. the, defeace. of jit, becaufe by + 
it they got their living, were, bath /ains, ver Ue, :eo.this fad 
event the Pfalmift refers, Plal.lxxyiti..6 ty 64. . Ate delivered » 
his flrencth into. captivity, and his glory, into, the enemies hand. 
Their pricfs. fell by ithe, fword. Cho: Fhe flaughter) of thes: 
prieits, confidering their ill charaéter,. was no- great lofsito, IR. 
rael, but it. was,aydreadful judgment. upon the houfe, of Sali. «, 
‘Lhe word which God had. {poken was fulfilled in it, o¢hapw iit’ | 
3.4. This foall beva fgn, unto thee, an earnelt of the judg 
ments threatened ; thy tevo fons foal die, both in one, day, and . 
fo thall ll he increale of thy bowje die in the flower of their ane, 
ver. 33. mg Eli had‘done his duty, and put them, as polluted, 


-pafs when he made mention of the ark © 
that he fell.from of the feat backwar 

fide. of the.gate, .and: ‘his: neck brake, 
»died: fore -was an old inan, and heavy. 


he had judged Tfract forty year 
‘Tidings are here brought:to Shiloh ‘of the fatal ia 
battle . with. the. Philiftines,. IM’ news flies falt. — - 
Apread, through all . Urael’; every nian’ that to | 
p brought it with too-plain a: proof of ite ‘ht eighbours : bu 
no piace was fo nearly concerned as Shiloh ; thither therefor 


hee 3 


# 


4 


. we'be eafy ifithecark be not fafe? 7's 
2diyy With; what grief he received the tidings.) Though he’ 
could not fee, he could hear the tamult-and. anjing of the citys 


aim at 
he fhiould 


a Ak eh 


e 


4 he ae | i : 
Chapt : 


* “Uy 


an exprefs poftéd away immediately ; it was aman of Benja-- 


mins the Jews fancy it was Saul; he rent his clathes, and ‘put 
earth upon his head; by thefe figns to proclaim to all that faw 
hin ashe tan, the forrowfal news, and to thew how mich 
himfel was:affegted with it, ver. 12. He went. ftraight to 
Shiloh with it; and here we are told, : 2 

“4. How the city refented it. 
18. ‘but the meffernger-was loth to tell hint firft, and there- 
fore paffed him by, and told it in the city, with all the aggra- 
vating circumftances ; and now both the ears of every one that 
heard it ‘tidgled, as was foretold, chap iil, 1: their hearts 
trembled; and: every face’ gathered blacknéfs: 4U/ the city cried 


. Out, ver 1%. ‘and well they might ; for befides that ‘this was 


a calamity-to all Hfael, it was a particulur lofs to ‘Shiloh, and 


: the» retin ‘of that’ places for though the ark was foon refcued 


out of the’hands of the: Phitiftines, yet it never returned to 
Shiloh-again$’ their eandleftick was rémoved out of its place, 


beeaufe they had Weft their fir? love, and their city dwindled, 


add funk, ‘aad came to nothirig. “Now God forfook the taler- 
adcle of Shiloh, they having ' driven’ him’ from them; and’ the 
tribe of Ephtaim, which’ ‘had for ‘three “hundred and forty 
years been blefed with the prefence of the ark in it, loft the 
honour, ‘Pal IxXxvili. 60, 67. and fometime after it was 


transfetted to: the: tbe of Judah, thé mount Zion cohich he’ 

lowed, as it follows thétc, ver.’ 68. bécaufe the men of Shiloh | 

ie air epay bs eens ae “This abandoning of Shi-“ 
‘0 


loh, ‘Jerufalem is long after minded of, and bid to take warn- 
ing by, Jér. vii. 12. Go fe what f did to Shiloh. From this 
day, this fatal day, ‘fet’ ‘the “defolations of Shiloh ‘be’ dated ; 
they had therefore reafoni enough ro ry out, when they heard 
ie] are 


thatthe arkywas-talemso cacy 9 rigs srgdy br A 
2 to old Eliz, Lets fee, 


| 24 What a fatal epee as } 
1 ith what fear he expected the tidings. 
RP cuiulel nok be 


an MBAL? Geka! h Cov, “yet 


bis heart. trembled for. the ark of Gods: vere \1 3.) His, careful 
thoughts reprefent to him what.a difhoncur it svill be to God, 
and-what an irreparable lofs to Ifrael, if the ark fall into the 


Philiftines hands$ with what‘profane triumphs it will be told 


in Gath dadspublithed)in the {lreets of Afikelon’: ‘he alfo aps 
prehehds-what imminent danger thera !was.of it; \Mrael had - 


forfeited the ark, his owa fons efpecially ; the Philiftines would: 


it; and now the threatening comes to his mind,: that 


perhaps, his: Gwar heart ‘reproached him for’ ‘not’ ufing his -an- 
thority, to: prevent the carryingiof theiarkiinto the icamp1 all 
thefe, gpings Pade him tremble» Note, All good:men day the 


interelts of ( 


lar intereft or concern of their own, and cannot,but be in pain 


and fear for them, ‘if-at any-time they aré in peril. How’ can 


COE ited} Obed 


-to be the voice of lamentation; and mouinio 29 


and perceived:it.t 
careful magiftrate, he alks, What means the noife 


and woe; likea 


of this tumult ? vet. 14. is told there is an exprefS come from 
_ the army, who velates the ftory to\(him ery’ diftin@ly, and | 
_ with great affurance, having -hisnfelf been an eye-witnels of it, 


ver, 46,17. The aceount of the defeat:of the army,.and the 
flaughter of a great number of the foldiers,, was very grievous. 
to-him as a jadge ; the tidings of ithe death of his two “fons, 
to. ied impenitent, touched: hima ina tender’ part as avfa~ 
it was not for thefe. that-his heart trembled ; there 


gncera upon his fpirit;which fwallows up the Jef. 


ti Sut inthe fate, ver. 13, 


of God?s church, nearer their: hearts, than- any decus,. 


of whom he had been fo indulgent, and-who! he had resfon | 


- Though: old, 
and- ecp ‘his chamber, © 
when. hie iwals fen fible:‘the glory of Bad) lay ar flake, but placed » 
hindelf by the way-fideyita receive, the’ fief intelligence ;/ for. 


fee-an enemy in Gods habitation, chap. ii. 32. and, | 


Tym 8. Ae Mp U. Be Ly 


™ 


239 


‘fer; he doth not interrupt the narrative with any pafionate la. 


2 


; oe 


| with child, or give fuck, in Gach days'as thefe; Mat: xxiv, Lic alate 
_ and fo little joy’ will ‘there‘then-bé in’ the birth, even of a‘man-- 
child; that it will befaid, Biefed are'the ewombs that bear not,, — 
Luke xxili29:° The'amazing news coming.in this‘unhappy’ 


_mentations for his fons, ike David, for Abfalom,, but waits 


for the end of the ory, not doubting. but that the mefienger, 
being an Ifraelite, would, without being afked, fay fomething 
of the ark ; and if he could but have faid, Yet the ark of God 
is fafe, and we are bringing that homie ; his joy for that would 
have overcome his grief for al! the ‘other diners: and have 
made him eafy :. but when the ‘teflenger concludes’ his flory 
with that, The ark of God is wikep, he's ftruck to the hearty. 


his {pirits fail, and, it fhould’feem, bé {Wooned away, fell of 


his feat, and partly with the fainting, and ‘partly with the full,” 


he died immediately, and néver {poke word. more. . His: 


heart was broke firft, and then his neck.’ So’ fell the high - 
prieft and judge of Ifrael, fo fell his heavy head, when he-had 
lived ‘within two ‘of aa hundred yeats } fo fell the crown from. 


di. abs 


nefé of ‘thofé fons of his, whom he bad indulged, pee 
lat. “Thus doth God‘ fometimies fet marks of -his difpleature 


well all ig this world, -even life mf, if the arkiibe goes: sr x 
19 4 And his daughter-indaw, Phinchas wift,. 

was with chikl, mear to be: delivered); and avhen 

fhe heardothestidings thatthe arkoF God was: 


taken,‘ and that ber father-in-law, and her huf-~ 
_ band were dead, the bowed herfelf and travail... 
ed). for her, pains. came upon: her...i29)Ands> 


about.the time.of her deaths: thé!women »that >: 


fLood by: lrer, faich unito her; Fear nwt,’ for “tho” 
f EE bona eer MiNi Sit DL DOr fF, 10 Sig 
hatt ‘born a'fon. “But the anfwered not, néither: fe 


4 


did the regard it," 21And the named the child. 


I-chabod,, faying, “Fhe; glory is: departed. from.- 
Ifrack: (becaufe the.ark of God-was taken, and’ « 
_becaufe of her father-in-law and her hufband). 
5 Be gd He dL Be By Ae SERA SATIRE co 
lbael : for eee 


the ark of God is taken...» 


rey 
, 


\ 


4 


Wechave here another nielancholy tory, that’ cartiesion the “sy! 
defolations-of Eli's honfé,.and theforrowful refentment.the ti-- 


dings of the .ark’s captivity met'with. “Teiis concerning thé: 


wife of Phinehas, one:of thofe ungracious fons of Eli, that-bhad. 


young; as well as hier father-in-law, “that! was old's for many as | 


forrowto:the graves ' It worketh death, 
:By what is here related'of her, it appears. ¥ 
ja. "Phat the wasa»womab® of “a very ténder pirit: 


_ green head, as well.as*manya hoary head} has been brought SS 


count’s end’:andour Saviour ‘hath faid, Wo tothem that are: 


joncture, it put her into labour, as great frights, or other {trong : 


“ pafions, , 


» brought all this. mifchief on-lfraels ~ Te-coft hér her life, though 


a 


% .  Provi-- 
_ dence fo-ordered it, that juft /atthis ‘time {he was near her: 


- 


7; = oe 7 


F gi) ORE star a geo as 
paflions, fometimes do. When fhe heard of the death of her + er OM 0.0) 2 aap h tg 


father-in-law, whom fhe reverenced; and her hufband,; whom, 
as bad as he was, fhe Joved, but efpecially of the lofs of the 
ark, fhe travailed, for her pains came thick upon her, ver. 19s 
and the tidings fo feized her fpirits, at-a time when they neéd- 
ed all poffible fupports, that though fhe had ftrength to bear 
the.child, fhe foon after fainted and died aways being very wil- 
ling to let life’ go, when. fhe had loft the gréateft comforts of” 
her life. Thole who are drawing‘néar to ‘that needful hour, 
have need to treafure wp for themfelves: comforts from the co- 
venant of grace, to balance, not only the ufual forrows, but any 
thing extraordinary, that may add to the grief, which they do 
not forefee., Faith’ at fuch a time, will keep from fainting, 
Pb xxvir 13. Baty 

2. Thatifhe was a woman of a very. gracious fpirit, though 
matched to an ill hufband. ~Her concern for the death of her 
hafband-and father-in-law, was an evidence: of her natural af- 
fection ; but her much greater concern for the lofs of the atk, 
was an evidence of her pious and devout affeétion to God and 
facred things. ‘The former helped ‘to ha(ten “her travail ; “but | 
it appears by her dying words, that the latter lay nearer her | 
heart, ver. 22. She faid, The glory is departed from’ Ifrael ;~ 
not famenting fo much the finking of that particular family, to— 
which fhe was related, as the general calamity of Tfrael, in the * 
captivity of the ark. _ This} this was it, that was her grief, that 
was her death. jer zt ane Se Bete i 

if, This made her regardlefs of her child. The women © 
that attended her, who, it is likely, were fome of the firft rank 
in the city, encouraged her, «and, thinking that -her concern 
nica Bly about the iffte of her pains, when the child was 
born, /aid ‘unto her, Fear not, DOW the wort is palt; for thou . 
haft born a fon, and, perhaps, it was her firft-born 3 but fhe an- 
_fwered not, neither did foe regard it. 


that a man-child was born into the world, Joho xvis 21+ 5; But 
what is that joy, 1 
joys ‘but that which 1s fpititual and divine, 
~ ftead then. 
any earthly joy; it is all flat-and faplefs then. 
to one that is lamenting the lofs of the: ark! Small comfort 
~ could fhe have of a child born in Hrael, in Shiloh, when the 


ark is gone, and is.a prifoner in the land of the Philiftines, — 


What pleafure can we take in our ‘creature comforts and en- 
joyments, if we! want God’s word and, ordinances, efpecially if 
we want the comfort of his gracious prefence, 
his:countenance! ds vinegar upon nitre, fois he that fings:fongs 
to fuch heavy hearts. 9 >). ; oe: 
-2dly, ‘This made her give her child a name, ‘which: fhould 
perpetuate the remembrance of the calamity, and her fenfe of 
itt She has nothing to fay to. the vchilds only it being: her 
province, now: her hufband was dead, to name the child, fhe 
orders them to call it Lchabod, i. e Whereis the glory? or; 
Alas. for the glory’; or, There’ is'no glory, ver. 21. which ‘the 
thus explains with her dying Jipsy ver. 22. ‘The glory is: depart 
ced from Ifrael ; for the ark of God is taken. Call the child 
inglorious, for-fo-he is 5 the beauty of Ifrael is gone, and there 
appears -no hope of ever retrieving its ‘never let the name of an 
Ifraelite, much lefs.a prieft, carry glory in it any more, ‘now 
the ark is taken. 
ordinances, and the tokens of his prefence in them, are the glory 
of any people, much more fo than their wealth and trade, ‘and 
intereft. among the nations. . (2.) Nothing’ is more cutting 


more killing, to a faithful IMfvaelite, than:the want.and lofs of \ 


thefe, If God goes, the glory goes, and all good. goes., Wo 
unto us if he depart. i be gy tT, Mb eet 


: The forrows of her, tra- ~ 
vail, if fhe had had no other, would have been forgotten, for: joy { 


(1.) To one that feels herfelf dying ? No | 
will ffand us in any © 
Death is tooferious a thing to admit the relifh of 
(2-) Whatiis it | 


and the light of ' | 


Note, (1.) The:purity and plenty of God’s | 


) 


Tt i now time to inquire ahat is become of the ark of God j we 
cannot but think that we foall hear more-of that facred trea- 
fure. I foould have thought the next news would have been, 
that all Lfrael, from Dan to Beerfheba, had gathered together 


» tle was there of zeal or courage left among them : nay, we 
\ donot find, that they defired’ a treaty ‘with the’ Philiftines, a- 
pout the ranfom: of it, or offered any thirig in lien of it 3° 2t ts 
gone, and let it go. Many have oftrie[s enough to lament the 
lofs-of the ark, that have not hardnefs' enough to take one flep 
towards the*rétrieve'of tt, no more than Ifrael here. If the 

- sark will help itfelf, it may, for they will not help He 'On- 
worthy they were of the name’ of Tfraelites,’ that “could thus 
tamely part with the glory of L/rael. God awould thepefore 
take the work into his own hands; and plead his own catfe, 
ince men would not appear for him. ‘We are told in this chapter, 
I. How the Philiftines triumphed over theiark, ver. Kr, 2) and 
‘Hy How the ark triumphed over the Philiflines« (4°) Over Da- 
gon their god, ver.-3,-~-§s | ¢2.) Over the Philifines them- 


elves, who were forely plagued with emerods, and ‘made wea- 


ry of the ark y the men of Afhdod firft; ver.'6, 7- then ‘the 
men of Gath, yet. 8, y. and, laftly, thofe of Ekron, ‘avhich'for- 
ced them at length upon a refolution to ‘fend the ark back*to 
othe land. of Ifrael 3 for when Got yudgeth, he will over- 


1€0 ees ef SEER! ERM. - 


“AND 


- Hegit vrag ueeres 


the Philiftines a ‘the ark of Ged, 


God; they brought it into the houfe of. 


Tae ie 


‘ Hete is, 73. The -Philiftines triumph cover the atk ; which 


+ 
a3 


with the finger of God on the two tables of ftone, that were — 
Joo 


as one man, with a refolution to-bring it back, or de in the - 
attempts but we find not any motion made of that kind, fo lit- 


They cate) 


5 ae 


— 


hiss; 


riedit to Athdod, one of their five cities, and that in which ~ 


a i OT 


-of God, dy 
Dagon, 


Chap. Vv? 


Dagon, ver. 3. Either, (1.) As.a facred thing, which they 
. defigned to pay fome religious refpe€ts.to, in conjun@ion with 
Dagon ; for the gods of tie Heathen. were never looked upon 
as averfe to partners. Though the nations would not change 
their gods, yet they would multiply them, and add to them. 
But they were miftaken in the God of Ifrael, when, in putting 
his ark by Dagon’s image, they intended to do him honour; 
for che is not worfhipped at all, if he be not worfhipped alone. 
The Lord our God is one Lord. Ot, rathet, (2.) They pla- 
ced it there as. a trophy of vitory, in honour to Dagon their 
god; to whom, no doubt, they intended to offer a great facri- 
fice, as they had done when they had taken Samfon, Judg. 
Xvi. 23, 24.3 boafting, that as then they had triumphed over 
Ifrael’s champion, fo now over Iffael’s God. What a re- 
proach was this to God’s great name? What a di/grace to the 
throne of his glory! Shall the ark, the fymbol of God’s pre- 
fence, be a prifoner to Dagon, a dunghill-deity? So it is, be- 
caufe God will thew of how little account the ark of the cove- 
nant is, if the covenant itfelf be broken and neglected. Even 
facred figns are not things that either he is tied to, or we can 
truft to. So it is for a time, that God may have fo much the 
more glory in reckoning with thofe that thus affronted him, and 
might get him honour upon them. Having punithed Ifrael, 
that betrayed the ark, by giving it into the hands of the Phili- 
ftines, he will next deal with thofe that abufed jt, and will 
fetch it out'of their hands again. Thus even the wrath of'man 
Soall praife him; and he is bringing about his own glory, even 
then when he feems to neglect it, Pfal. Ixxvi. 10. Out of the 
eater fhall come forth meat. ¥ 
2, The ark’s triumph over Dagon. Once and again Dagon 
‘was made.to fall before it. If they defigned to do honour to 
the ark, God hereby fhewed, that he valued not their honour, 
nor would-he'accept it; for he will be worfhipped not with 


any god, but above all gods. He owes a fhame (as Bifhop Hall 
“exprefleth it) zo thofe who will be making matches betaveen him- 


Self and Belal. But they really defigned to affront it: and 
though for fome hours Dagon ftood by the.ark, and, it is like- 


ly, {tood ‘above it, the ark at its footftool’; yet the next morn- - 


ing, when the worfhippers of Dagon came to pay their de- 
‘votions to his ‘fhrine, they found their triumphing fhort, Job 
XK. 5. ‘ é 

Wh Dagon, that is, the image, for that was all the god, was 
fallen upon his face to the earth before the ark, ver. 3. 
had feemed to forget his ark ; but fee how the Pfalmift {peaks 
‘of his appearing at lat to vindicate his own honour. When 
he had delivered his ftrength into captivity, and all feemed go- 
ing to wreck and ruin, then the Lord awaked as one out of 


Sleep, and like a mighty man that fhouteth by reafon of wine, Pal. 


xxviii. 60,—65.: and therefore he prevented the utter defo- 
lations of the Jewith church, becaufe he feared the wrath of 

_ the enemy, Deut. ¥xxii. 26, 27. Great care was taken in fet- 
_ ting'up the images of their gods to fix them. The prophet 
takes notice of it, Ifa, xli..7. He faftened it with nails; that it 

_ fhould not be moved ; and again, chap. xlvi. 7. And yet Da- 
gon’s faltneffes ftood him in no ftead; the ark of God triumphs 
over him upon his own dunghill, in his own ‘temple ; down he 
comes before the ark, direétly towards it, though the ark was 
fet on one fide of him, as it were, pointing to the ‘conqueror, 
to whom he is conftrained to yield and do obeifance. Note, 
The kingdom .of Satan will certainly fall before the kingdom 


- 


- ~ of Chrift, error before truth, profanenefs before godlinefs, and | 
Corruption before grace, in the hearts of the faithful. “When- 


the interefts of religion feem to be run down, and ready to 
~ fink, yet even then we may be confident that the day of their 

triumph will come. Great is the truth, and will prevail. Da- 

+ gon, by falling proftrate before the ark of God, which was a 
ins : Wo: 11. 


eS oth iM wo ae 


God 
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pofture of adoration, did, as it were, direé his worfhippers to 
pay their homage to the God of Iffael, as greater than all gous. 
See Exod, xviii. 11. - 

2dly, The priefls that found their idol on the floor, make all 
the hafte they can, before it be known, to fet him in his place 
again. A forry filly thing to make a god of, that, when he 
was down, wanted help to get up again: and fottifh wretches 
thofe were, that could pray for help from that idol, that needed, 
and, in effect, implored their help. How could they attribute 
their victory to the power of Dagon, when Dagon himfelf can.— 
not keep his own ground before ‘the ark? but they are refol- 
ved Dagon fhall be their god {till, and therefore {et him in his 
place. Bifhop Hall obferves, hence, it is juft with God, that 
thofe which want grace, fhall want wit too; and it is the pow- 
er of fuperftition, to-turn men into the ftocks and {tones they 
vorthip: They that make them, are like unto them. What is it 
that the great upholders of the Antichriftian: kingdom are do- 
ing at this day, but having Dagon up, and labouring to fet him 
in his place ‘again, and healing the deadly wound that has been 
given to the beaft? But if the reformation be the caufe of God, 
before which it has begun to fall, it fhall not prevail, but {hall 
furely fall before it. he See 

3dly, The next night Dagon’ fell the fecond_time, ver. 4. 
They rofe early ; either, as ufual, to make their addrefles to 
their god, or earlier than ufual, being impatient to know whe» 
ther Dagon had’kept his ftanding this night; and, to their great 
confufion, they find his cafe worfe now than before. Whether 
the matter of which the image was made, was apt to break or 
no, fo it was, that the head and hands were cut off upon ihe 
threfbold ; {o that nothing remained but the /lump, or, as the 
margin reads it, the fifhy part of Dagon: for (as many learned 
men conjecture) the upper part of this image was in a human 
fhape, the lower in the fhape of a fifh, as mermaids are painted. 
Such ftrong delufions were idolaters given up to, fo vain were 
they in their imagination, and fo wretchedly darkened were 
their foolith hearts, as to worthip the images, not only of crea- 
tures, but of nonentities, the mere figments of fancy. Well, 
the mif-fhapen monfter is by this fall made to appear, (1.) Ve- 
ry ridiculous, and worthy to be defpifed. A pretty figure Da- 
gon made now, when the fall had anatomized him, and fhewed 
how the human part and the fifhy part were artificially put to- 
gether, which, perhaps the ignorant-devotees had been made to. 
believe was done by miracle. (2.)- Very impotent, and un- 
worthy to be prayed to, or trofted to; for his lofing his head 
and hands, fpoke him utterly deftitute both of wifdom and 
power, and for ever difabled either to advife or act for them. 
‘This they got by fetting Dagen in his place again ; they had 
better have let him'alone when he was down. But they can 
{peed no better that contend with God, and will fet up that 
which he is throwing down, Mal. i. 4. God by this mag- 
nified his ark, and made it honourable then, when they 
vilified and made it contemptible. He alfo thewed what 
will be the end of all that which is fet up in oppofition 


tohim: Gird yourfelves, but ye fhall be broken to pieces, Tha. 


Vili. -9. 
4thly, ‘The threfhold of Dagon’s temple was ever after look- 
ed upon as facred, and ‘not to be'trodden on, ver. 5. Some 
think reference is had to this fuperftitious vfage of Dagon’s 
worthippers, ‘Zeph i. 9. where God thteatens to punifh them, 
that, in imitation of them, leaped over the threfhold. One 
would have thought, this inconteftable proof of the ark’s vi@o- 
ty over Dagon,’ fhould have convinced the Philiftines of their 
folly in worfhipping fach a fenfelefS thing, and that from hence- 


forward they should have paid their homage to the conqueror ; 


but, inftead of being reformed, they were hardened in their i- — 
dolatry, and, as evil men and feducers ufe to do, went worfe 
and 


« 


and worfe, 2°"Tianw iii. 13. Inftead of defpifing Dagon, for the 
threfhold’s fake that beheaded him, they are almo{t ready-to 
worfhip the threfhold, becaufe*it was the block on which he 
was beheaded, and, will never fet their feet on that gn which 
Dagon loft, his head 5, fhaming thofe who. tread. under foot the 
bleod. of the covenant,vand trample on, things truly facred. Yet 
this piece of fuperftition would, help, to, perpetuate the. remem- 
brance of Dagon’s difgrace: for, with the cuftom, the reafon, 
would, be tran{mitted to, pofterity ; and: the,children that fhould. 
be born, inquiring, why, the threfhold of, Dagon’s, temple, mult. 
not be-trodden on, swould be teld, that Dagon. fell. before. the, 
ak of the. Lord. ‘Thus God would. have honour even out of. 
their fuperftition. We are.not told that they repaired the bro- 
ken image.; it is likely they. got. the ark of, God away-firlt, and 
then they, patched it, up, again, and, fet it in its, place 5 for, it; 
feems, they cannot. deliver. Ypeir fouls, nop. fayy. Ls,there nota ey { 

in, our right hand? Ma, xliv. 20., saath sa sc ge 
» 6) But.thée hand of the Lorn was heavy. up- 
on thena, of. Afhdod, and he deftroyed them, 
and {mote. them, with; emerods, even, Afhdod 
and the coafts thereof. 7 And when the,men 
of Athdod {aw that it-was fo, they faid, The 
ark of the God, of Hrael, fhall not. abide. with 
us: for his hand is fore upon us, and upon, Da- 
gon.our god. 8, They. fent. therefore, and. ga- 
thered: all. the. lords. of the Philiftines unto’'them, 
and faid; What fhall we do with the ark of the 
God of Irael? And they anfwered, Let the ark, 
of the God of Ifrael be. carried, about unto Gath. 
And: they: carned the. ark of the God of Ifrael 
about, thither. 9 And-it- was /a; that after they 
had carried it about, the hand‘of the Lorn was 
againft the city, with a very. great deftrudtion : 
and, he fmote the. men of. the.city. both fmall. | 
and great, and they-had emerods. in: their fe- 
_eret parts, ro Therefore they fent the ark of 
God" to Ekron’: and it came to pafs as the ark 
of God came.to. Ekron, that the Ekronites cri- 
ed out, faying, They have brought about the 
ark of the God of Ifrael to us, to flay us and 
our people. 41 So they fent and: gathered to- 
gether all the lords of the Philiftines, and faid, | 

Sat anvie ark. of the God of Ifrael, and: 
» let it go again to his.own. place, that it flay us 
not, and our people: for there was a: deadly de- 
‘ftrudtion throughout all'the city ; the hand of, 
God was. very heavy there. 12 And the men 
that died not, were, fmitten with the emerods: | 

-. and the-cry. of the city. wentup to.heaven.. 
_...The downfal of Dagon... if the, people had made. a. good ufe, 
of it, and had becn brought by it to. repent of, their idolatries, 
_ and to. humble themfelves, before the. God of Iffael,, and feek, | 
his face; that might have prevented the vengeance, which God 
_/bere proceeds to take upon them for the indignities, done to;his, 
aik, and.their obftinate acherence, to their idol, in. defiance of | 

the plainelt conviction :. Lord, when thy hand is lfied py they 
will, not, fees, but they, foal, fees. Ua, xxvir v14- And. if they, 
will not fee the glory, they thall feel, the weight of God’s ands, # 


as 
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ts of God, would, 


1; than enter in-_ 


Satreaewnye 


place, they con... 


that: city were {mittens oth. /mall.and.greats vers 9. both dwarfs. 
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va rc the lords of thé Philiftines: for one plague — 
oy, Ras OR. you all,and on your lords, »¢ Where- 
* _» »fere.ye thal make images of your emeréds! and 
? si wages of your mice’that mar the land, and ye. 
a 


~ 


Ra 


a 


_, fight, againtt God, will foon have enough of it, and, firft or | 


of 


ot 


An this chapter we 


- to his place. 3 And they faid, If ye fend 8 


“way the ark. of the God. of Hidel; fend it not 


Sino Fhe trefpals-cffering whith. wé: fhall returti ‘to 
him? Vhey anfwered) Five golden énvétods, | 


Chap. VL. 


- \: ta \ - + * : an 
and giants, all alike to God’s judgments 3 note fo great as to 

_overtop them, none fo final! as to be everlocked by them. 

_. 5. Phey were all at lalt fick of the ark, dnd very willing to 
tbe rid of it, It was fent from Gath to Ekron ; and, coming, 
‘by order of council, the Ekronites could not refufe it, but were 
much exafperated againit their gréat men, for fending them 
fuch a fatal prefent, ver. 1¢. They have fent it to us, to flay us 
and our people.. ‘Che ark had the tables of the law in‘it, and 
nothing more welcomé to faithful Mraelites than the word of 

God; to them it is a favour of life unto Life: but to uncir- 
cumeifed Philiftines, that perfilt in enmity to God, nothing 
more dreadful nor unwelcome; to them it is a favour of death 
unto death, A general affembly is inftantly called, to advile 
ubout fending ibe ark, again te its own place, ver. 11... While 
they are confulting about it, the hand of God is doing execu- 
-tron.; and théir conttivances: to evade the judgment do but 


{pread it; many diop down dead among them, many more are 


_ raging ill of the emerods, ver..12. What fhall they do? Their 
triumphs in the captivity of the ark are foon turned into lamen- 


tations, and they are as fond to quit it as ever they had been | 
"£0 feize it. Note, God cam eafily make Jerifalem a burdén- 


fome ftone to all that heave at it, Zech. xii- 3. .Thofe that 


: Tati, will be made to know that none ever hardened their hearts 
ainft him and prefpered: The wealth that is got by fraud 


3 


_ and injuftice, efpecially that is got by factitege and robbing | 


_ God; though fwallowéd greedily, and rolled under the tongue 


_ as a {weet morfel, mult be vomited up again; for till it be, the 
. dinner fhall not feel quietne/s in his belly, Job xxix 53-20. 
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_, an atonement for their fin; vet. 35 45) 5. and yet witha pro- 
. je to bring it back, unlefs. Providence diretied the kine, con- 

trary to therr inclination, to go to the land of Z/raél, ver. 8, 
9+ Ll, How the Ifraclites entertained it. (1.) With great 


re 


fey and facrifices of praife, yer. 12,—18.) (2.) With an“) 


\ over-bald curiofity to look into it, for which many of them were 


. firuck dead 3 the terror of which moved them to fend it for- 
gwar to another city, ver. 16,21. 0 . 


t 


> #& ND the ark of the Lorn was in the coud- 
PS thy of the Philiftines {even months. 2 And-T 

(the Philiftinés. called for thé pricfts and the di-- 
~-winers, faying, What fhall we-do'to the ark of 
the Ldap? tell us wherewith we ‘thall fend it’ 


empty ; but in any wife retitnt Him i trefpafs- 


_ offermg': then ye (all be healed, aid it Mall | 
~~ be known ‘tc 7 


to you, why hig hand is not removed 


#14) 


from you.. 4 Then faid they, What jail bé 


and five golden mice, according 24 the number | 


eto Rie Oe Si hee Ba 


have the return of the atk to ‘the. land of Tf ; 
.. _ vael, whither we ate now gladly ta attend it. 


1 fel, Mubither we are now dit. dnd olferve, | 
9 1. How the Philipines difiniffed it by the advice of their priefs, 
_, Wersij-11. with rich prefents 10 the God of Ifrael, to make “| 
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fhall give glory unto the God of Ifael: perad- 
venture he will lighten his hand from off you, 
and from off your-gods, and from off your land. 
6 Wherefore thet do ye fiarden your hearts 
as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their 
hearts? when he had wrotight wonderfully a- 
mong them, did they mot: let the people go, 


and they departed ?-9' Now theiefore make a — 


new cart, atid take two imilch:Kine, on which 
there hath come no yoke, and tie the kine to 
the cart, and bring their calves home from them: 
8 And: take’ the ark of the: Lorn;:and! lay it 
upon ‘the cart, and “put the ‘jewels of gold which 
ye return him for a trefpafs-offering, 1 a coer 


by thé fide theéréof, “atid fend it away! that it 


may go.. 9 And feé, if it goeth upyby the way 
of his own*coait to Beth-fheniethi shen he’ hath 
done us’ this great evil: but if hot, then We fhali 
Know that 2¢ ig not his hand ear frioté lis 5 it 
was a chance that happened thugs |) > 

The firft words of the ‘chapter téll us How Jong the Captivi- 
ty Of theark’continued $'It was in thé conmtr'y of the Philipines 


| even midnths: Tn the field of the Philpfline’ss {0 118 inthe ori- 


ginal > front Avhich dome gather; that ‘they Haviiig triéd it ia 


all their. citiesj.and.fotnd it a plaghe.to tlre/inhabitants of each, 


“aind theréfore it was proper to afk them, What fball we do tothe 


Hh 2 


ark 


| 
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arkof Fehovab ? All sationsharohad apeaneden theirprieftsasthe,|, very for nee j and fhewed, them, ea clanns of shevssthods y se 
men-whole lips keep knowledge. Had the Philiftines diviners? We.,,}, of reconeiltation appointed | oe daw. of Mofes ;; forcthere it va 
have divines of whom we thould enquire, wherewith th we pheallcanss appears : all’ along, ‘that. i as blood, and, not ara that make a 
before the Lord, and borw-ourfelves before. the moft high God. _ atonement! for the: ES ET Nt ag pete BAL NN 

Me They g ive their. advice.wery. -fully, and feem to: be, rete Dy | gtbGp They? /énicourage - ‘them to. Biipe, ‘that hereby ‘they’ 
unanimous in it. [twas a:wonder they did: not, as friends, to... meee jtake an-effectual courfe to get/rid of itheyplague. 7) 2e" they 
their country, give, it, 666 officio, before they were, afked.{ j)) | Shall be healed, yer, 3... Karitt ean the sites Ee At. 
- af, hey urge it upon them,,that,it.,. was abfolutely. neceffan,.}, to all he methods of cure their phyfi icians ‘had pie ra L¢t 


ry eo deg thie back, from the.example of Pharaoh.and,the..,{), them therefore fend ‘back the ark; and then, niet they 5 Wb all © 
Egyptians, ver. 6.. Some, it may be, were,iloth,to- yield, and.,.|.\ le Anotun to Poiy - ‘goby: hiy hand is not Pmoried Frbin os he sich 
were willing to tryuit out, with the,ark.a, while longer,,and to | By this itowill) appear, owhether it is for, Espace ther ark: 
them they anply themfelves:, Wherefore doye-harden pour heartss, that you are,thus plagued; forif itbe, vpony y ‘our de clivering.. 
as the Exyptians and Pharaoh did?.iIt feems, they were, welbs hy of it itjup,, the. plague will -ceale, (God, has. fometimes. y Pet. his. ot 
acquainted with the Mofaic hiftory, and could cite precedents, «people upon making - ‘fach a trial, whether- their’ re cformation 
out of it. This..good.ufe..we thould make of ithe remaming, would not be ‘their’ relief: Prove me now. Beredwith; “faith the: : 
records of God’s judgments,upon obftinate finners;, wethould, |. Lord? of bof; Wak tito Hag. ii. alge Met hey. peak Lee 
by them, be. warned, not to-harden our hearts, as they.did,. It. |; doubtfally, vers 52-Pefaduemture be will lighten bis shand dopo: Og 
is much cheaper lsarsade by. other\ peop le’s: experience, than , off you 3, as if now theyybegan to, think, ;that, the judgment .. 
by our own. ‘The Egyptians.were forced at Jaft to let, Hrael:.J.\might come from God's hand, and. yet n¢ not ‘be. remove d,_ im, 
go; therefore let.the Philiftines yield in-time to let the, ark 2On;.| omediately, upoa rhe reftitution oF the ark,” “However, that’ was”? 
die They. advife, that when they fene it back, they fhoulds; }.. the likelielt way to obtain ete «Fake away the cauifé‘and © 
fend a trefpals- offering. with: it, ver. 3. « Whatever. the: gods, Hothe effed will.cealés- io toumiutt sud oy Bs eXooan BOS 
of other. nations were, they -kriew:the God of Iftael, was a jeri fa 5th, Dwi et they put them ina, way: toimake a: fui rther trials +0 
lous God, and how ftri@. he-was.in his demandsiof, fin-offer+, | po Whether it was, the, hand. of the Gof of Hrael. that had, fmitsen: ee 
ings, and trefpafs-offerings, from his, .own) people; ‘and there- » -othem with “the! @ plagues or no. hey mutt, in honour ¢ of the oy 
fore, fince.they found how highly..he refented the. affront of .|.\ark, put it ‘on 4 hew cart oF ‘carrie; to be drawn by two. milk” 
holding, his ark captive, they, with whom he-had, fuch.a ‘quar, | cows, thar shad calves’ daily -facking of them; vers 7+ capuled to 49 
rel, mult in any .wife.return him a trefpafi-offering; and they}. draw,;and) inclined to home, *both for the fake of the cribs... 
could not.expe& to be healed, upon any; other terms: - okt where they were fed, and of the calves they fed, ; ; and) befid hes. | 
elves demands fatisfactions fo, fan:natural light inftruGed. men}, 4 altogether uduequainted with the road that led towards the — 
but when they. began to} conttive «what that fatisfaction fhonld idand of Ifrael. ‘They muft have no one to lead or drive;them,:7; 
be, they. became wretchédly. vain in: their:- imaginations, cout; » but muft take, their own, way, which, in, all, xeafon, one might _ ; 
thofe who, by. wilful fin, have imprifoned the, truth in warighte- ;. expect, would be, home. again: and yet, unlefs the.God of If “yat Tl? 
oufnefs, as the Philiftines- did.the:.ark,) Rom»-i.21 8..miay icon-. - ,fael, after all the other. miracles, he has “wrought, will work, gasd 
clude, that there.is no smaking.-their peace», swith. kim: whom,'4 one more,,and, by. an, invifible, . power, le thele cows, - AABN BiG 
they have. thus; dnjured, but « by-:a: sig olirrings nad, wie saee trary to: their ‘natural infting and inclination, £0, theland « : 
~ but one that can take. away fio) soy $4 lg seokSabilt Heke and, particularly to. Bethahemeth,, they, will arse hele | Cay. 
3dlyy. They. direét, sthat: this trelpals eee fhovld, ‘heb an | _ former opinion, and. will believe i it.was. not the hand So ei Sed = 
acknowledgement. of .the ypanithment ,of, their, iniquity s. by. [that fmote them, ‘but it was’ ¢ chance,, that happened to, theiy » 4 | 
which; they.might, take, fhame ;.to ithemfelves,..as’ conquered i, ver. 8,9 “Lhps, did God: foffer, himfe If. to;be tempted, and... ite 
and yielding, ‘and guilty before:Godscand might) give: glory: . preftribed-to,, after: he, had. been, otherwife {peti onre by.thefe.. lows} 
fo the God. of ; T/raely (ass; their, smighty- condueror and moft) } > ancircumerfed; Philiftines. Would. they have ,been content, 4; 3,, 
jut avengers, VOR Sky odcheys mutt make! pimages | of the .eme-{; |), that) the honoar,, of Dagon, their god, . fhould- haye,d been putniad 
rods, 1. €., of , the, fwellings, and fores:;in; their) fecret: parts, /f..upon fuch: an. iffue as this ? See hoy. willing (bad. “men, ate to, . site 
with which they had ‘been afflicted ; fo making the resjd- Baa off their convictions. of 1 the wha dof ‘God. upon, them, ands 4 
proach of that fhameful., difeafe; perpetnaly. iby their, own La@\\b eligve, , when, they,are . in, tropbley.it, is, a, chance that hap-..\; ad 
and deed,) Pfal, Axxviiis 66,alfo.images| of.ithe; mice that had . aed to. them 5 .andif.fo, the rod, has. agate fli - 
marred the land, owning, thereby-the almighty power, of the -|.,eoncerned to hear or oe be oe Nast 
God of. Afrael, | who, could. haftife, and: hvmble, them, even:i in tosh | cy logy 136 “bast oe ae omlA ait yoHl. ad 
the day, of their triumphs, by:fuchdimall and, defpicable-animals, dns no JOM [And tl ne, mens lid fo took. two. qol'T” 
_ Thefe images mult, be, made, of gold} :the moft precious metal, |. milch-kine,. and tied th hem ee andi {huts tls 
to intimate,, that. they. would . gladlyopurghafe their peace with. rs “up their ‘calves at Lorca ony pig And the ry Tai u the: iat 
the God.of Ifrael at any rate, and would not. think it bought tk; hel re “e ppp! ule. the arses ames 
too dear. with gold, with much fine:gold.\> The golden emerods,., | at of, the ‘Lord ti on th € Cal ue e coffer’ ©" 
mutt be i jp, number: fives according 4a,ithe, nuinber ; of: thé lordss vit the ea taNtige Pane and t i im eet  13¥5 
who, it is likely, were all afflicted, with) them, .and were.con- |} emerodge I 2d nd. the) kine. took. ‘ohne 19¥ 
be Hm oye ites Te, was. Spey that pid heal Hegihonds; prway toithe way! of; Bethefhemeth, and went a- aeoved 
» long the ‘high-way,’ lowing“ as they 4 
3 | usted eee afidé to the right hand’ © 
J | lefts and the lords of the Philiftines,w 
| them peteskey oi border. of, Hatheshovsely. 
they weed guilty 5, ace ate ne told, by real poAnd wen se this 
all plagued... ‘Their; propofal to; offer latrefpa/s-offering for their - dinghy eatshatvelt in nthe. v 


offence,.. was conformable, enough. ta divine tevelation sat that,;| yoyo Li 
time 5. but, sora fach things as thal mnners offerings, was) vee ey, 7 and, f ‘Ay he 
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Chap. VI. he 3S 


it.” 14 And the cart came into the ‘field of Jo- 
fhua a Beth-fhemite, and ftood there, where 
there wasa great ftone: and they clave .the 
wood of the cart, and offered the kine.a: burnt- 
offering unto'the Lorn. 
took down’ the ark of the Lorv, and the coffer 
that 
were, and .put;.them onthe great.ftone: and 
the: men -of Beth-themeth:- offered: burnt-offer- 


ings, and facrificed facrifices the fame day un-- 
. to the orp. “16*And’ when the’ five lords of 


~ the Phihitines had {een it, they returned to- 


__ will get ‘hitthonourfrom thofe that {eek to «do ‘difhionour’ to 


i 


Ekronithe fame day.«; .ry And..thefe are. the 
golden ‘emerods:which thes Philiftines returned 


Jor atrefpafs-offerin€ unto the Lior 3° for Alh- 


dod one, for Gaza one, for Afhkelon one, for 
Gath.one,.for Ekron one, 18 And the golden 


mice, according to the number of all the cities: 
of the: Philiftines, be/onging to the five lords, 
- both of ferited ‘cities, “and of country-villages, 


even unto the great /fone of Abel, wheteon they. 
fet down the-ark of the Lorp:, which flone re-- 
maineth santo this day, inocthe field of: Jofhua 


the Beth-fhemite. ear 
Al 2 BIR GL Det ray O54 ; : 

We are‘ here told, ob OF OO OHSY wen wed hs Shei 

1, How “the: Philiftines'‘difmifed the’ atk,’ ver. 10, 11. 


They were tiade“as “glad! to’part’ with it,” as'ever they had 
been to take itt « As'God had fetched’ Iffael out’of the houfe 


of bondage, ‘fo now the ark outfits captivity, in fuch’a man- 
ner, as that Lyypt was lad, when théy departed, Plal. cv: 38. 
(1.) They rectived Ho money or price for’ the ranfom of it, 
as they hoped ‘to*have’ done; even beyond a king’sranfom. 
Thus st'is' prophefied of Cytusy Has xlv. 13. He fall let go 
my captives nok for price’ nor reward. “Nay, (2) They gave 
jewels of gold, avthe’ Egyptians did to'the Ifraelites, to be rid 
of it. "Fhus the atk,” that ‘was catried into the land of ‘the 
Philiftines atrophy’ of ‘their vidtory, carried back. with it tro- 


phies of its ‘ows, ‘and: lalting monuments of the difgrace of the’ | 


Philiftinés.  Note}°GoWd will bé ‘no lofer ‘in his ‘glory atlaft, 
by the fiteceffes “of the chuitch’s’ €nemiés again{t his ark, «but 
him. 
kine brought it to the land of Ifrael, ver. 12. 
Praight way: to Bethyhemelb, the next city of 


ot lphhgh B 


have a natural inclination, and from their:own calves, to which! 


__.they had.a-natural affeGion: that, without‘any direétor, they 


fhould go the ftraight road to-Beth-fhemeth, a city eight or. | 


ten miles off; never miffed the: way, never turned afide into: 
the fields to feed themfelves, nor-turnéed back: home. to feed 


7 - their calves: they’went.on lowing for theit’ young ones ;\ by. 
__ Which it appeared they had: not forgot, them, ‘but*that nature: 
was fenfible-of.the grievance of going from them. The power 


of the God of nature therefore appeared fo much the greater, 


in oyer-ru 


Ai WEA D'S Se TR 


rs And the Levites: 


as with it, wherein the jewels of gold 
lacquéy it-after the ark." 


house lie wafte. 


8 one of the frongell infinds of nanire. . Thele 


245 


two kine, faith Dr Lightfoot, knew their owner, their great 
owner, Ifa. i. 3. whom Hophni and Phinehas knew not. To 
which I may add, they brought home the ark, to fhame the 
ftupidity of Iftael, that made no attempt to fetch it home. 
God’s providence is converfant about the motions even of brute 


creatures, and ferves its own purpofes by them. - The lords of 


the Philiftines with a fuitable- retinue, no doubt, went after 
them, wondering at the power of the Ged of Iftdel. And 
thus they who thought to triumph over the ark, were made to 


3. How it was welconied to’the land’of Tfrael.’ The men 
of Beth-/heme/b were reaping thei wheat-harvift, ver. 13: They 


were going’on with their worldly bufinefS, and were in no care’ 


about the ark, made no inquiries what was become’ of it! f°" 
they had, ‘it is: likely they ‘might “have “had private intelli. °° 
“gence beforehand of its comings’ and might” have gone to meet ~” 


it, and conduétit into them own border.’ ? But “they” were as” 
carclefs as: the people that ceied their czun oufes; and Tet Gods 
Note,’ God-will, in bis own time, effe& the’ 
deliverance: of his charch, not only, though it be folight'againff | 
by its enemies, but though it be neglected’ by its friends. Some 


ing the corn inthe fields, and well employed. ‘Thus the tid- - 
ings of the birth :of Chrift were brought to the fhepherds; when: 
they were keepisig their flock by night. 
men with his temptations ; God vifits induftrious men with his: 


favours.’ The fame invifible hand that dire&ed the kine to the’ 


land of'Ifrael, brought them into the field of Jofhua, and in: 
that field’ they ftood ; fome think .for the owner’s fake, on 


The devil vifits’ idle.» 


obferve, that the returning ark found the men of Beth-fhemeth, lid oe 
not idling or {porting in the ftreets of the city, but bufy, teap= = 


whom, being a very good man, they Aippofe God defigned to. 


put this-honour,'< J ‘rather'thinky itwas' forthe’ fake of the- 
great ftone in that field, which was-convenient to 
upon, and which is-fpoken of} ver. 14} BGP EGs hk OCF bh, 


Now,. 1/7,, When’ the reapers jaw the ark they ‘rejoited, vers. 


13. Their joy for that was greater’than-the joy'of' harvett, 
and therefore they left their: work to bidut welcome. ~ When * 
the Lord. turned again the captivity of his ark, they: were /ike 


men that dreams then was their mouth filled with laughter, fal.” 


exxvi. 1, 2. ‘Though they had not- zeal and ‘courage enough’ 
to attempt the refcue or ranfom of it,'\yet, when it did come,. 
‘they bid it heartily welcome. “Note, ‘The return of the ark, 
and the ‘revival of holy ordinances, ‘after days of. reftraint ‘ahd’ _ 


 adly, They offered‘up the kine: fora: burnt-offering, to the - 


~Ronour of God, and made ufe of the weod of the cart for fuel, ~ 
'ver..14. Probably, the -Philiftines\intended. thefe, when’ they: ~~ 


WOxJ 


fent them, to’be a part of their trefpafs-offering, to make atone-’ 


ment, ver. 3, 7. However, the men of Beth-themefh looked» 
“upon it as proper to make this ufe of ‘them;‘becaufe it was by ~ 
_no means fit. that ‘ever. they fhould: be put to any other ufe. ’” 
Never shall that cart; carry any common ‘thing, that has once 7" 


put ithe ark 


“trouble, cannot. but be matter of great joy to every faithful.‘ 
‘I fraelite: 2. 


ii 


i) 


$ 


st 


carried that facred-fymbol of the divine prefence: and the kine ~ ' 
had been under fuch an'immediate.condué of ‘Heaven, that ~~ 


nefs, every burnt-offering was to beia malez 


3dly, They -depofited the ark, with the cheft of jewels that’: io 
the Philiftines prefented, upon the. great ftone; in the -open | * 
field: A coldlodging: for the ark-of the. Lordj ‘and a ‘very ; 


mean one: yet better fo than'in Dagon’s temple; or in the hands’ ~ 
of the Philiftines.. -Itsts defirable to’fee the-ark in its-habitas: 
tion, in all the circumtftances of folemnity and fplendour + but _ 
better haye it vpon a great ftone,-and in the fields of the ica 
Ani 


“|. God had,. as ity were, already Jaid claim-tothem they were 

fervants to him, and-therefore- mutt be ‘factifices to him’; and, © *"™ 

“no doubt, were accepted, though females’; whereas, in‘ {triG- * | 
. yeti ‘ 


4 
3 
ne 
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than bé withoutdg, ‘The intrinfig grandeur of infhituted ordi- 
banées, ought not to be diminihed in’ our eyés by the meéan- 
nets and poverty of the placé where they are adminittered, As 
the burning of cart and cows that brought home the ark, might 
be conitrued, to,fignify theig hopesithat itAiould never be camied 


away again out of the land of Ifrael; fo the fetting ut upon a - 

gréat {tone, might fignify’ their hopes, that it fhould be efta-7 
r ; é SATS s Z i € ; 4 5 a ty 

blifhed Agam’ upon’ ‘a ffin “foundations The churchois ‘ built 


mponja-rock P2167 ; 12 AG 
agthly, “Fhey offered; the facrifices of thank{givingy ‘to God 5 


fome think upon the. great {tone,. more prokably upon an altar » 


“of earth made for the purpdfe, yer. 15. ..And the‘cafe being 


“extraordmary, tite law for offering at’ the altar in°the court of ° 


the tabernacle was’ difpenféd with} and the eafier, ‘becaufe 
Shiloh was now difmantled ;;God himéelf had, forfaken.it; and 
the-ark, .which was,.its, chief, glory,;they.had with them here. 
Beth-fhemefh, though, it lay withia the: dot,of the tribe,of, Dan, 
yet belonged to Judah: fo that this accidental bringing of the ' 
ark hither, was. an.indication, of .its, defigned.fettlement there, 
in. procefs of time; for when God (refufed the tabernacle of Fo- 
Seph, be chofe the tribe of Fudab, Pal, Ixxviti..67,. 63. .dt-was 
one of thofe. cities, which. was, afigned,out of the-tot of, . Ju-i 
dah. to the fons of Aaron, Joth. xxi 16, .. Whither. tLould , 
“the ark go, but toa prieft’s city? And it was well they. had | 
\, thofe of that facred order ready, (for though they. are here call- 
ed Lewites, vers 15. yetit fhould feem they \were-priefts), both 


“to take down the ark, and to offer the facrifices. 


. . 5thly, The lords of the Philiftines returned to Ekron, much. 
_affeed, we, may fuppofe, with what,they, had feen of the. glo- 


_ty of God,. and the zeal of the Ifraclites, and yet mot reclaim- 


_ed from the worfhip,of Dagon ;,for how , feldom. Ags a-nation 
changed, their, gods, though they were no gads ?.. Jer..ii, 1- 


‘Though, they. cannot but think the God of Hrael glorious» in 


 holine/s, and feavful in. praifess yer they are refalyed they. will 


think Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, at leaft as good.as, he 5 


~ and to him they will cleaye, however, because he is theirs... 
~~ Lajflly, Notice is taken of the continuance of the great {tone 
an the fame place: There. it is.unto this:day, ver. 18. becaufe 
it remained a lafting memorial.of this.great event, and served 
- Ae uppert ths traditional. hiftorys by which, it was tranlmiped 
_ofo,polterity,, The fathers would. tell it the: childten,,, Lipis is 
~ the-{tone upon which. the ark of God was £t, when it came 
_out.of the Phihftines, hands; a thing never, to be forgotten. 


"19 | And he {mote the men. of” Beth-fhe- 
meth, becaufe: they had looked into, the ark, of 
the Lorn, even he dmote.ofi the. people fifty 
» thoufand: and ‘thrdefeore’'and: ten omen and 


‘the people ‘lamented’ bécaufe “the” Lori’ had 


"finite many of the people with a gteat flaigh- 
“tar 20, And the, men of Beth-fhemelh faid, 
, Whos. able; to fandi. before this holy Lora 
God?) and:to>-whony {halt he! go up from us? 
lat Gf Arid’ they Tent theffen Beis "to the iWhabi, 


x heehee 2 Ft wos { eS DISTT St B14 Hay GUNS at i 
~ tants of Kitjath-jearim, faying, “The Philiflines 


‘ 
Tyr: 


, have brought.again the. ark.of the Lorn 3 come _ 
yy ho | Jat a, 
{ 


ye down, and fetch it upto you. 6) oo 5 

ee eee + arte best { } mee ta } whitd haya ns Wickets 2h Ait i 
Cy HAEKE:G g t. The fin of the men. of. Beth-fhemeths. 7: hey 
- dooked into. the-ark of the Lord, Were 1Qy., Every, Hfraelite had 


heard great talk of the arkyand had been poflcfled with a migh 

_ ty-veneration for it; but they had -been told, thatiit, was lodged |} 
_ within a veil; and even the igh prieft bimfclf might not look. 
'~upen.it but once a-year,, and then through a cloud.of incenfe, 


5 
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fi Chap, VI. 


( 4 ; * ‘ 
| Perhaps this made many fay; (as we aré apt tolcover that Which — 
is forbidden), what, a great deal:theyowould give fora fight of . - 
it. Some of thefe Beth-fhemites, we may fuppole, for that’ rea- 
fon, rejoiced to fee the ark; ver.<t'3: more tha for the fake’ of 
the public. Yet this did not icontent them: they inight fee 7t, 
bu they would: go further ; they would: take off the coveriip, 
which, it.is likely, was ‘nailed or ferewed on,/and look into'it 5 
vunder pretence of fecing whether the Philiftines*had not taken 
‘the! twortables out of sits. or fome avay sdainaged.. “then yobut 
-really to gratify-ia finful \curiefity\ofvtheir ownp which in- 
_truded. mto'thofe things that God had thought fit to concéal 
from.them,. Note, It is a great affrontte God,’ for-vaih men 
to pry into, and meddle. with. the fecrets things *which’ belong 
snot to them, Deut. xxix. 29.) Cols iisi1 810 \)Werare-all ruined 
by am ambition of foibidden <knowledge) o‘Thav whith »made 
this locking into. the ark argreatifingd wasjo'thatrit proeecdéd 
from, a-very: low and imeamopinion of the ark./ Phe fanviliai- 
ty they-had with it pon this occafien,:bted toneempt'dnd’ irre- 
verence. Perhaps ithey prefumed: upon their! being priéfts; but 
the dignity of the minitterial office will be fo farfrom exeufitic, 
_ that it will aggravate a Carelefs and: itreverent, treatment ‘of-ho- - 
oly things. , Phey should; bystheir-example,: have taught éthérs 
, to keep. their diftance, arid. look- upon the ark withia:holysawe. 
Perhaps’ they prefumed_npon-the |kitid ‘entertainmént they had 
/given the ark,,and the facrifices: they-had now -oftered to wel- 
_ come) it home. with ; for-this they thought the ark was indebt- 


.| ed to. them, and.they might bealloweds: te repay themfelves 


_ with: the fatisfaction of looking into it.’ But/lepno man think, 
y that his fervice done for, God, wall \jultify him ify any inftarice 
_ of difrefpect or irreverence towards the things of God. ‘Orit — 
may be;they, prefumed upomthe prefent mearicircumftanees the 
> ark, was iny newly come out pfi captivity, and ainfettled y now it 
* ftood.ypon ,aicold {tone,; they: thought: they mightmake) bold s 
_ Wwith;, it,;, they fhould never Jhave\ fuch canothel. dpportamity! of | 
_ being familiar, with ite. Tt is. an offence toi Gods if we think 
| -meanly. of his. ordinances; becaufe of the sneannefsiof the man- - 
_ ner.of their adminiftrations |, delad they: looked: withs am wrder= 
| flanding, eye upon the erk,\and notojudged purely by outward 
| appearance, they would: have thought therark inever!fhoreiavith 
- gosater majefty than. it, did now-:-it had trumphediover''the 
| Bhiltines, come. out ‘of its hovfe of bonddge (like Chih out 
Of the grave ), by its own power. Had they confidered this, _ 
they would. not. have looked: into it thus, as @ conimonhélt. 
o, -2y./Their pasifhment for this fin :-iAle fmotethe meni of Beth 
Shemgfh, many of then, with a great flanghter.>\ How jealous is 
- God for the honour.of his arle? heowill mot fatter it torbe pros 


ve 
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Chap. VI. 


denflaadiite» The Sepeuagint read iv much! as-we do, he finote 


seventy mets and fifty thoufund mea.’ Jofephus faith; only ucnty 
wererdmibtenesics on Sa° asmtcdidiod aladtioenss 2 


3+ Vhe terror that was {truck upon the ‘men of Beth-the- 
‘meth by this fevere {troke.'Fhey faid, as well they might, 
Who is able to fand before this Som 
_ think it /fpeaks their murmuring apainft God, 'as-if he haddealt 
Aardly, and-unjutly with them. “Infeadof quarreling with 
themfelves, and. their own fins, they quarvelled- with God and 
his:judgments.3. as David ‘was di/pleafed, inca eafe not’ much 
‘unlike,.2 Samavin 8, gw Lather think, it fpeaks their awful 
and reverent adoration of God; as the Lord God; asia holy 
Lord God,and: am a) God before whom none is able to fand. 
‘Lhis they.infer’ftom that tremendous ' fudement,: Who is able 
toftand; before: the God of the ark? To. {tand ‘before God to 
-worfhip him;: blefled, be: his name, 4s° nov impofible ; we are, 
through Chrift, invited, encouraged,'and enabled to doit F°but 
to: {tasd) before: God to:contend withohiny, we aré not able. 
Whovis able;to; fland before the throne of his immediate alo- 
ry, and: look: full upon vit? 1n’Tims viii. Whois able to 
{tand before the tribunal: of his inflexible juftice;. and make his 
Pat, good )there ? Pal. cxxx. 3° cxliii ay Who is able to 
- itand' before the arm of his provoked power, and either refit or 
bear the ftrokes of it? Pfal. Aerawieiey. agaist i 
24 Their-defire hereupon ta be'rid ‘of the 
Lo avhom feall he go up from ns 2ver. 20. 
have afked, How may: we make’ up” our peace with him, and 
_.tecover:his favour?’ Micah vi. 6; 42° Bue they begin to be’as 
weary of the’ ark as the Philiftines: had’ been’: “whereas, if they 
» bad treated it with due reverence; who knows but ‘it might Have 
> takenup itsorefidence among them, and they Had all’ been blef. 
+: &d-for the:ark’s fake ? But thus; when the word of God’ works 
‘with terror on inners, donfviences, they; ‘inftend* of taking’ the 
blame:and. fhame to themf{elves, “quarrel with the word, and 
Jo put that from:them, Jer. vic no.’ Phey tent ‘meflengers to the 
 eldersiof Kitjath-jearim, ‘a ftrong city, further up in the country, 
vand, begged of them toscome ‘and fetch the ark up thither; ver.’ 
1243.9 Phey durft: nov tonch it; to! bring it thither themfelves, 
i but: ftood:aloof from it as a dangerous thing. Thus do foolith: 
- {men run from: one extreme to the other, from prefumptuous: 
» bdldnefs 10: Mlavithithine. Kirjachjeariin) 2241 rhe cily of ewoods, 
_ belongedito.Jadah, Jofli. xv..9; 60. Tt lay in the way from 
‘Beth-themefh to Shiloh: forthat! when “they’ fent 'to’them to’ 
_ fetch it, wermay fuppofe, they intended; that from thence the 


ark: They afked, 
They fhould rather 


-) elders of Shiloh: fhould  féteh at; but’ God intended otherwife.. | 


»Thusut was fent:from town to: ‘town, and’no care taken’ of it. 
by the public : ‘A fign there was’no’king'’in Iffael 
Gite enovios sat Shi yasesrs" big -elonboog etd thet sow 

ai adk teyag S47 bag Cony Ait Ppt WED Sd iisiil ,99829 

_» Eh this: chapter we haue; 1) The ‘ecclipfing of the glory of the 
0 ark, by its privacy in Kiggathjearim fir ian ay Pears, Vers. 
9) oly Qe To The appearing of ‘the slory of Samuels in bis 
o) «public ferviees for the good of Tfrael, to whort' be was 
o \ naifed up tobe a jude, and he was the laff that bore that 
» ebaraber.. This chapter gives us all the account we have 
of hums when he was. in. the prime o f hit tinie; fOP what 
vs ewe bad bifore, was in\ bis ‘childboods chap. ii and ih. 5 
)\ ewhat we bave of: ‘him affer, was ah his old abe, Chap. viii, 
ode \ We have him here abtive; (16) Inthe roformation of 
1 Hrael from their idolatry, wer.33 4," 2.) Tn the reviving 
of neligion among’ them, verv'§, GE), ea In praying for 

»  them-againft the invading Philipines, Ver. 7,—9. over 

vs tirwbbom: God, in an/wer to bis: prayers cave ‘hem a'glorious 


~ did wifory iver. to,se + (4) dn ereciing athankfil memo 


Aveiwetal of that vibtory, ver. rae (ss y°la rhe improvement of 
“is oboe wtory; Vere £3, 348 (6.) In the ‘adminitration of 


Pauatt Lote 
s 
se 
uz ; 
¥f 
. Se 


Ss A M UY 


oly Lord’ God ? wer. 20; Some - 
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Juice, ver, 15,17, And thefe were the things for which 
God was prepariig and de figning bis, it the early vouch 
[ifements of Lit grace to bim. 


A ND the men of Kirjath-jearim canre, “and 
_£%& fetched up the ark of the “Lorn; and 
brovght at into the houfe of Abinadab it the 
hill, and fanctified Eleazar his fon, ta keep the 
ark of the Lor. 2-\And it came fo! pals while 
the ark abode tn Kitjath-jearim, ’ that the time 
‘was Jong ;, for it was twenty years: and all the 
Doufe of Lfrael lamented, after the, Lore... 
Hete-wei mutt attend theoark Ye ‘Wirjath- yearn, * andl then: 
leave it there) to hear not a word more of it, til Davie feteli- 
edit thencé, absiie forty’ yelirs ‘after, 1° Gath, xiv: itn 
Once cor sme eh: ee ae ee 
“‘t. We'are-verywilling to ateend’it thidiery for the meh of 
Beth-fhemeth have by their own folly made it'a Burdens Wwiith, 
might have been a bleflings and’ pladly woul we fee’ jt among. 
~thofe, to whom. it willbe a /vour of life unto life ;\ forine- 
'véry place where it has Been’ of late; if has ‘been’ a /tvour of: 
death unto deatlr..- as “yee ott vil 
“Now, ‘the men of Kirjathjeatin ‘chedrfully bring it among: 
them, vers 1.) “Pheyp-oume, ak the “Atte word, and feiched up 
the ark of the--Fard: “'Yheir neighbours,’ the “Butil-flicinites,. 
were’ not-fo'plad’to Be HG OF in, But they" were as’ pid’ tov 
receive it, Knowing very’ well that what' flaugiter’ the ark’ had’ 
made ‘at Beth-fhemefli, was not ana of ‘arbitrary’ power, ‘but 
neceffary jultite, and ‘they: thatflifered*by it, rhuft blame’ them- 
felves, not the atk. “'We inay depend’ upon the word! Which: 
God hath-faic, Jer. Sev. 62 © Provoke ‘me! ot) and! P will do» 
| jou no biire. ” Note, "Phe’ jadpmedts'oF God on tho Who: 
' profane” his “ordinances,” frould Mike us ‘not afraid’ Of” the: 
ordinances, but Of profaning’ therm, ‘and’ making ‘an) ill’ ufe of 
oi te Sonsuatiaos Say ton S4-Bb SHITTY L Wek 
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ftone in the open’ field, “and! though it was a/city lof priefts, 
) Mone. of: them.received it into: Ins houlé; bat théoniea: of (ire. 
Jjath-jearim, though common Tfraelites, gaye -it houfe-room,,and,, 
no doubt, the belt.furnifhed room in the: houfe- to “which it 
was brought. Note, [4 .] God! will. find” owt'a refting-place: 
for his ark} if fome thruft it fom them, yet the hearts of o=: 
thers: fhall be inclined:to receive it.’ 2. ] Tt'is' no-néew. thing. 
for God’s ark to. be; thralt: intoa private toufe.: . Chtifty and! 


_ hot have public places at command. - [3,]: Sometimes riefts 
‘are afhamed: and: 
) ((2.) They provided a proper perfoi ‘tovatrenth ie ‘They feneti- 
fied Eleazar-his fawto keep thy: tow the fatliery either! bécaufe 
he was aged and infirm, or becaufe he: had the-affairs of his: 


» Houfe and familyto “attend, from: which’ they would ‘not take 


him‘ off; but the fon, who; it is*probabl>, was a very piotis de- 
vout young man, and "Zealdully atfected towards the beft things: 
Hiis bofinefs “was to Keep the ark, not: only frown being {eized 
by ‘malicious Piliftines, but) from being touched of looked ine - 
* to by to curtis Hraeliresy”’ He" was to keep the’ room Clean: 
andi 


his apottles, preached .fronr. houfe, to houfe;. when they could 


outdone” in religion’ by common , Ifraelites.. 


Othe'ark. "Themen of “Beththenofht: left: it! expofed' upon a: - 


ry 
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and decent in which the ark was, that, though it wasin an ob- 
{eure place, it might not lookvlike a neglected thing, which no 
man looked after. It doth not appear, that this Eleazar was 
of the tribe of Levi, much lefs of the houfe of Aaron; nor 
was it needful that he fhould, for here was no altar either for 
facrifice or incenfe ; only we may fuppofe, that fome devout 
Ifcaclites would come and pray before the ark, and thofe that 
did fo, he was there ready to attend and afaft. For this pur- 
pofe they fandified him; 1. e. by his own confent, they obliged 
him to make this his bufinefs, and to give a conftant attend- 
ance to it; they fet him apart for it in the name of all their 
citizens. This was irregular, but it was difpenfed with, by 
reafon of the prefent diftrefs. _ When the ark is but newly 


come out of captivity, we cannot expect it to be of a fudden.. 


in its ufual folemnity, but muft take things as they are, and 
make the beft of them. : Pia 

2. Yet we are very loth to leave it here, withing it well at 
Shiloh again, but that is made defolate, Jer. vii, 14. however, 
wifhing it at Nob, or Gibeon, or wherever the tabernacle 
and the altars are; but it feems it muft lie by the way, for 
want of fome public-fpirited men to bring it to its proper 
place. 

iff, The time of its continuance here was long, vety long ; 
-above forty years it lay in thefe fields in the wood, a remote 


obfcure private place, unfrequented, and almoft unregarded, ver. 


2. The time that the ark abode in Kirjathjearim was long, e- 
ven till David fetched it thence. It was very {trange, that of 


all the time that Samuel governed, the ark was never brought . 


to its place, in the holy of holies; an evidence ofthe decay of 
holy zeal among them. God fuffered it to be fo, to pnnifh 
them for their negleét of the ark when it was in its place; and 
to fhew the mighty ftrefs which the infkitution laid upon the 
ark, was but typical of Chrift, and thofe good things to come, 
which cannot be moved, Heb. ix. 23. xii..27. It was a juft 
reproach of the priefts, that one not of their order. was fandti- 


fied to keep the ark. : ; 
 adly, Twenty years of this time were pafled, before the 


houfe of Ifrael was fenfible of the want of the ark.~ ihe Sep- ~ 


tuagint read it fomewhat more clearly'than we do}; Andit was 


twenty years, and (i. e. when) the whole houfe of Ifracl looked — 


up again after the Lord. So long the ark remained in obfeu- 
rity, and the Ifraelites were not fenfible of ‘the inconvenience, 
nor ever made any inquiry after it, what was become of it; 
though, while it was abfent fiom the tabernacle, the token of 
God’s fpecial prefence was wanting; nor could they keep the 


day of atonement as it fhould be kept. They were content-, 


with the altars without the ark: fo eafily can formal profeflors 


ref{t fatisfied in a road of external performances, without any — 


tokens of God’s prefence or acceptance. But at length they 
bethought themfelves, and began to lament after the Lord, 


{tirred up to it, it is probable by the preaching of Samuel, with — 


which an extraordinary working of the Spirit of God fet in.. 
A general difpofition to repentance and. reformation now ap- 


pears throughout all Tracl, 
avbom they had flighted, and to’ mourn, Zech. xii, 10, Dr 


~ Lightfoot thinks, this was a matter and time as remarkable as_. 


almoft any we read of in feripture; and that that great con- 
verfion, Atts ii. and iii, is the only parallel tout. JNote, ((.) 

"hofe that know how to value God’s ordinances, cannot but 
reckon it a very lamentable thing to want them (2.). True 
repentance and converfion begins in lamenting after the Lord. 


We-mult be fenfible, that by fin we have provoked him to 


withdraw, and are undone if we continue in a ftate of diftance 
from him; and be reftlefs till we have recovered his favour, 
and obtained his gracious returns. It was. better with Ifrael- 
ites, when they wanted the ark, and were lamenting after it, 


oka IM a ; 


and they begin to /ook unto hie 


| That you mut be entire for God, for him and no other ; 


Teng eee 
Chap. VIL. 


than when they had the ark, and were prying into it, or prid- 
ing themfelves in it. Better fee people longing in the {ear- 
city of the means of grace, than. loathing in the-abundance of 
them. $i ate ee 
3 | And Samuel fpake unto all the houfe of 
Ifrael, faying, If ye do return unto the LorD 
with all your hearts, sen put away the firange 
gods, and Afhtaroth from among you, and pre- ~ 
pare your hearts unto the Lorp, and ferve him 
only: and he will deliver you out of the hand 
of the Philiftines. 4 Then the children of If- 
rael did put away Baalim, and Afhtaroth, and 
ferved the Lorp only. 5 And Samuel faid, 
Gather all L{rael to Mizpeh. and I will pray for 
you unto the Lorp. 6 And they: gathered to- - 
gether to Mizpeh, and drew water, and pour- 
ed it out before the Lorp, and fafted on that . 
day, and faid there, We have finned againit the 
Lorp. -And Samuel judged the children of If- 
rael in Mizpeh. ee ae 


~ We may well wonder where Samuel was, and what he was 
doing all this while, for we have not had him fo much as na- 
med till now, fince chap. iv. 1. not as if he were unconcern- 
ed, but his labours among his people are not ‘mentioned, till 
there appear the fruit of them, When he perceived that they 
began’to /ament after t'e Lord, he {truck while the iron was 
hot; and two things he endeavoured to do for them, asa 
faithful fervant of God, and a faithful friend to the Iftael of - 
~God. fi 
r.,He endeavoured to feparate between them and there i- 
‘dols; for there reformation mult begin. He Spake to all the 
houfe of Tfrael, ver. 3. going, as it fhould feem,:from place to — 
place, an itinerant: preacher; (for we find not that they were 
gathered together till ver. 5.); and wherever, he came, this 
was his exhortation, If ye do indeed return to the Lord, as you © 
feem inclined to do, by your lamentations for your departure 
from him, and his from you; then know, (t.} That you muft 
renounce and abandon your idols 5 put away the firange gods, - 
for your God will admit no rival; put them away from you, 
each one from himfelf; nay, and put them from among you 3 
do what you can, in your places, to rid them out of the coun- — 
try. Put away, Baalim, the flrange gods, and Afbtaroth, the — 
{trange goddefles ; for they had of them too. Or, Afbtaroth 
is particularly named, becaufe it was the beft beloved idol, and 


| that which they were molt wedded'to. Note, True repent- 


ance ftrikes at the darling fin, and will, with a peculiar zeal 
and refolution, put away that ; the fin which molt eafily befets 
us. (22) That you muft make a folemn bufinefs of returning 
to God, and do it with aferious confideration, and a ftedfalt: 
‘refolution; for both are included in preparing the heart, direG= 
‘ing, difpofing, eltablifhing, the heart unto the Lord. (3.) 


him only 3 ¢Me you do not ferve him at all, fo as to p 


(4.) That this-is the only way, and a fore way 


and deliverance. ‘Take this courfe, a 
out of the hand of the Philiftines for it 
fook him and feryed other gods, tl 
_ ther hands. ‘This was the purport of 
and it had a wonderful good effea, “ver.” 
Baalim and Afetaroth, not only sai 
but deftroyed their images, demolifhed - 


Chap. Vil. : : =? 


abandoned them; What have’ we to do any more with idols 2 
Hof. xiv. 8. If XEXy 22. pete Ceatioibnce: g 
2. He endeavoured:to engage them for eyen to-God and 
‘his fervice. Now he had them ina good mind, he did all he 
could to keep them in it. e 

iff, He fummons. all Ifrael, at leaft by their elders, as their 
reprefentatives, to meet him at Mizpeh, ver s5:-and there he 
promifed to pray for them. ~Adod it was worth while for them 
~ to come from the remotedt part of the country, to join with 
Samuel in feeking God’s favour: Note, Minifters fhould pray 
for thofe to whom they preach, that God by his grace would 


make the pteaching effedhial. And when we come together | 
in religious affemblies, we ‘mutt remember, that it is'as much | 


our bufihefs there ‘to jom in) public prayers, «as it is to hear 
a_fermon.. He would pray for them, that. by. the grace of 
‘God they might be parted from their idols, and that then, by 
the providence’ of God, they might be delivered from the Phi- 
jiftines.. Minifters would profit their people more, if they did 
but pray more for them. Pees 
2dly, They. obey his fummons, and not only come to the 
meeting, but conform to the intentions of it, and appear there 
very well difpofed, ver. 6. (1.) They drew water, and pour- 
ed it out before the Lord; fignifying, [1.] Their humiliation 
and contrition for fin ; owning themfelves as water {pilt. upon 
the ground, which cannot be gathered up again, 2 Sam. xiv, 
14. fo mean, fo miferable before God, Pfal.. xxii. rq. ’The 
Chaldee reads it, they poured out their hearts in, repentance be- 
fore the Lord.» They wept rivers of tears, and forrowed after 
a godly fort; for it was before the Lord, and with an eye to 
him, [2.] Their earnett prayers and fupplications to God for 
mercy. ‘The foul is\in prayer poured out before God, Pfal. 
Axit..8..°[3:] Their univerfal reformation = they: thus expref- 
_fed their willingnefs to part with all their fins, and to’ retain no 
more of the relifh or favour of them than the veifel doth of the 
_ Water that is pouted out of it, They were free’ and full in 
their confeffion, and fixed in their refolution to caf? away from 
them all their tranfgrefions. Vrael is now baptized from their 
tdels * So Dr Lightfoot. [4.] Some think: it /fignifies their 
joy in the hope of God’s mercy, which Samuel had -affured 
‘them of... This ceremony was ufed with that fignification at 
the feaft of: tabernacles, “John vii. 379 32+ and fee Ifa. xii. 3 
_ Taking itin this fenfe, it maft be read, they drew water after 
they had fafied. In the clofe of their humiliation they thus 
exprefled their hope of pardon‘ and reconciliation. (2.) They 
| Sofied, abftained from food, afflided their fouls, fo expreffing 
repentance and exciting devotion. , (3-) They made a public 
confeflion, We ave finned againft the Lord. So giving glory 
to God, and ‘taking fhame to themfelves. And if we thus 
~eonfefs our fins, we {hall find our God faithful and juft to for- 
give us our fins. >. Ln Be Berita 
__ 3dly, Samuel judged them at that time in Mizxpeh, i. e. he af- 


fred them, in God’s name, of the pardon of their fins upon 


their repentance, and that God was reconciled’to them. It, 


Was a judgment of abfolution ;' or, he received informations a- 
gainft thofe'that did not leave theit idols; and’ proceeded againit 
them according to law. \ Thofe that swould ‘not judge. them- 
felves, he judged them. Or, Now he fettled courts of juttice 
among them, and appointed the terms and circnits which he 
obferved afterwards, ver. 16. Now he fet thofé wheels a-g0- 
‘ing ; and whercas before he acted only as a prophet, now he 
began to a& as.a magiftrate, to prevent their relapfing to thofe 
fins which now they feemed to have renounced. .. a> ane) 


7 And when the Philiftines heard that the 


children of Ifrael Were gathered together to 
Mizpeh, the lords of thé Philiftines went up a- 
Sears, II. ; aoe 
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gaint Ifrael; and when the: children. .of Ifiael 
heard it, they were °afvaid of the Philittines, 
8 And the ‘children’ of Trael faid to Samuel, 


Ceafe not to cry unto the Lorp our. God for ° 


us, that:he will faye us.out.of the hand of the 
Philiftines. -9 F And Saniuel :took- a fucking 
lamb, and offered iz for a burnt-offeringe’ whol- 
ly unto.the Lorp 3, and Samuel cried unto the 
Lorp for Mrael,.and:the Lorp heard him.,.. Io 
And as Samuel-was offering up» the : burnteof- 
fering; the ‘Philiftines’ drew near’to battle ‘a- 
gant Ifrael: but ‘the Lo Rb thundered witha 
great thunder on that day upon the Philiftines, 
and difcomfited. them, and. they. were. {mitten 
before Lirael) “ar And the men of Ifrael went. . 
Out of Mizpeh, and purfued' the Philiftines, and) 
{mote thein, “until they “Came ‘under Beth-car? 
12 Then Samuel took a ftone, and fet zt be- 
tween: Mizpeh and Shen, and called-the-name 
of it Eben-ezer, faying, Hitherto hath the Lorp: 
helped us. ~ ei BS pra bP 
Here, 1.: The Philiftines invade Ifrael, ver. 7. taking. um- 
brage from, that general meeting for repentance and -prayer,. as 


if it- had been a rendezvous for. war; and_ if fo, they thought, 


it prudence to keep the war out of their own country... ‘They. 
had no juft caufe for this, fufpicion ;; but thofe that feek todo. 
mifchief to, others, willbe forward to imagine,,.that others des 
fign mifchief to them. Now, {ée here, (1:) How. evil fome-_ 
times feems to come out of good, ‘The religious meeting of 
the Ifraelites at. Mizpeh, brought trouble upon them fromthe 
Philiftines, which, perhaps, tempted them -to with, they, had 
{taid at:zhome, and to blame Samuel for calling them together. 
But we may be in God’s. way, and yet meet with diftrefs s) 
nay, when finners begin to repent,and reform, they muft ex- 
pect, that Satan will mufter all his force again{t.them,.and fet. ° 


" his inftruments on work to the utmolt, to oppofe. and. difcou- 


rage them.» But, (2.): How good is it at length brought out? 
of that evil. Ifrael could never be threatened miore feafonably 
than at this time, when they were repenting and praying ;.nor 
could they have been better prepared, to receive ‘the enemy: 
Nor could the Philiftines have aéted) more impolitically for 
themfelyes, than to make war upon Ifrael at this.time,, when 
they were making’their peace with God: but. God permitted. 
them to do it, that he might have an opportunity, immediate- 
ly of crowning his people’s reformation with tokens-of his fa- 
vour, and of confirming the words of his meflengery who. had 


aflured them, that, if they repented, God would deliver them 


out of the hand of the Philiftines. ‘hus he makes man’s wrath 
to-praife him ; and ferves the purpofes of his grace to. lis peo- 
ple, even. by the malicious defigns of their enemies again{t them,, 

IC. dvs f5-1 2s che ie Ada! A «Baia 
»: 2, Ifrael fticks: clofe to Samvel, as their beft friend, under 
God, in this diftrefS.', Though he was no. military , man, nor 
ever celebrated as.a mighty man. of valour ; .yet being afraid 
of the Philiftines,:for whom they thought..themfelves ‘an un- 


| equal match, they engaged: Samuel’s prayers for them, ver. 8. 
, Ceafe notitolcry-unte the Lord our God Sor us, 


They were 
here unarmed, unprepared.for’war, come together. to faft and 
pray, not.to fight ;. prayers/and. tears therefore’ being all the - 
Weapons many of them are now furnithed with, to thefe’ they 
have recourfe... And knowing Samuel to have a gret interelt 
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-in heaven, they earneftly beg of him to, improve it for them. 
They had reafon to expect it, becaufe he had promifed to pray 
for them, ver. 5. had promifed them deliverance from the Phi- 
jiftines, ver. 3. and they had been obfervant ‘of him, in all that 

‘which he had fpoken to them from the Lord. ‘Thus they 

who fincerely fubmit to Chrift, as their lawgiver and judge, 

need not doubt of their intere(t in his intercefhon. ‘They were 
very folicitous that Samuel fhould not ceafe to pray for them: 
what military preparations were to be made, they would un- 
dertake them, but let him continue inftant in prayer 3 perhaps 
remembering, that when: Mofes did but let down his hand ne- 
ver {fo little Amelek-prevailed. O what a comfort is it to all 
believers, that our great Interceflor above never ceafeth, is ne- 


ver filént; for he a/qays appears in the prefence of God for 


ws! 


3. Samuel intercedes with God for them, and doth it by fa- 
He took a fucking lamb, and offered it for a — 
burnt-offering, a whole burnt-ofering to the Lord; and while | 


erifice, ver. 9. 


the facrifice was in burning, with the fmoke of it, his prayers 


afcended up to heaven for Ifrael. Obferve, (1.) He made | 


* tnterceffion with a facrifice. Chrift intercedes in the virtue of 
his fatisfaétion ; and in all our prayers we muft have an eye to 
his great oblation, depending upon that for audience and ac- 


ceptance. » Samuel’s facrifice, without his prayer, had been an 


empty fhadow ; his prayer without the facrifice had not been 
fo prevalent ;- but both together teach us what great things we 
may expect from God, in anfwer to thofe prayers. which are 
made with faith in Chrift’s facrifice. (2.) It was a burnt-of- 
fering, which was offered purely for the glory of God; fo in- 
timating, that the great plea he relied on in this ‘prayer, was 
taken from the honcur of God, Lord, help thy people now 
for thy name’s fake. When we endeavour to give glory to 
“God, we may hope he will, in anfwer to our ‘prayers, work 
for his own glory. (3.) It was but one fucking lamb that he 
offered ; for it is the integrity and intention of the heart that 
God looks at; more than the bulk or number-of the offerings. 
~ This one lamb (typifying the Lamb of God) was more accep- 


table than thoufands of rams or bullocks would have been, | 
Samuel was no prieft, but he was | 


without faith and prayer. 
a Leyite and a prophets; the cafe was extraordinary; and 
what he did, was by fpecial dire@tion, and therefore was ac- 
cepted of God. And juttly was this reproach put upon the 
priefts, becaufe they had corrupted themfelves. . 

4. God gave a gracious anfwer to Samuel’s prayer, ver. 9. 
The Lord beard him. He was thimfelf a Samuel, afked of 
God; and many a Samuel, many a mercy, in anfwer to prayer, 
God.gave him. Sons of prayer fhould be famous for praying, 
as Sagivel was, among them that call upon his ame, Pfal. xcix. 

The anfwer.was a real anfwer: The Philiftines were dif 

- comfited, ver. 10, £1. totally routed; and that in fuch a man- 
ner as highly magnified the prayer of Samuel, the power of 
God, and the valour of Mrael.. (1.) The prayér of Samuel was. 
honoured; for at the very time when he was cffering up his fa- 
crifice, and his prayer with it, the battle begun, and turned um- 
mediately againft the Philiftines. ‘Thus while he was yet 
peaking, God heard and anfwered in thunder, Tfa. luv. 24. 
God fhewed, that it was Samuel’s prayer and facrifice that he 
had refpect to; and hereby let Ifrael know, that as, in a for- 
mer engagement with the Philiftines, he had juttly chaftifed 
their prefumptuous confidence in the prefence of the ark, on 
the thoulders of two-profane priefts ; fo. now she gracioufly ac- 
cepted their humble dependance upon the prayer of faith, from 
the mouth and heart of a pious prophet. (2.) The power of 
God was greatly honoured:: for he took the work into his 
- own hand, and difcomfited them; not swith great hailftones, 
which would kill them, as Jofh. x. 11. but with a great ¢un- 
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der, which frightened them, and put them into fuch terror and 
confternation, that they fainted away, and became a very” ealy 
prey to the fword of Lfrael, before whom, being thus confoun- — 
ded, they were {mitten. Jofephus adds, that the earth quak- 
ed under them, when firft they made the onfet, and, in many 
places, opened. and fwallowed them up 5 and that, befides’ the 
terror of the thunder, their faces and hands were burnt with 
lightening, which obliged them to fhift for themfelves by flight. 
And being thus driven to their heels by the immediate hand 
of God, (whom they feared not fo much as they had. feared 
his ark, chap. iv. 7.) then, (3-) Honour was put upon the 
hots of ifrael; they were made ufé of for the completing of 
the victory, and had the pleafure of trumphing over their op- 
preflors: They purfued the Philiftines, and /mote them. How 
foon did they find the benefit of their repentance, and reforma- 
tion, and return to God! Now they have thus engaged him 
for them, none of their enemies cam ftand before them. ~ 
5- Samuel erected a thankful memorial of this victory, to 
the glory of God, and for the encouragement of Ifrael, ver.. 
12.3 he fet up an-Eben-ezer, the flone of help. Vf ever the 
people’s hard hearts fhould lofe the inrpreflions of this: provi- 
- dence, this ftone would either revive the remembrance of it, 
and make them thankful, or remain a ftanding witnels againit 
them for their unthankfulnefs. (1.) The place where this 
memorial was fet up, was the fame where, twenty years before, 
the Ifraelites were {mitten before the Philiftines ; for that was: 
befide Eben-ezer, chap. iv. 1. Phe fin which procured that _ 
defeat formerly, being pardoned, upon ‘their repentance, the — 
pardon was fealed by this glorious victory, in the very fame - 


| place where they then fuffered lofs. SeeHof.i. ro. (2.) 


Samuel himfelf took caré to fet up this monument. He had 
been inftyumental “by “prayer to obtain the mercy; and there- 
fore he thought himfelf in'a fpecial manner obliged to make : 
this grateful acknowledgement of it. (3-) ‘The reafon he gives 
for the name is, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us, In which 
he {peaks thankfully. of what was paffed, giving the glory of 
the viGory to God only, who had added this to all this former . 
favours; and yet he fpeaks fomewhat doubtfully for the fnture. — 
Hitherto things have done well : but what God may yet do 
with us, we know not; that- we refer to him 3 but let us praife. 
him for what he has done. Note, The beginnings of mercy 
and deliverance are to be acknowledged: by us with thankful. 
nefs, fo far as they go, though it be’ not completely finifhed, 
nay, though the iffue feem uncertain. Having obtained help 
from God, I continue hitherto, faith blefled Paul, Acts SRVIL 
13 | So the Philiftines were fubdued, and - 
they came.no more unto the coaft of Ifrael: and _ 
the hand of the Lorp. was againft the Phili- 
fines, all the days of Samuel. 14 And the Cis. 
ties which the Philiftines had taken from Lrael,, 
| were reftored to Urael, from, Ekron even. unto — 
Gath, and the coafts thereof did. Mfrael deliver - 
out of the hands of the Philiftines; and there — 
was peace between Ifrael and the Amorites. 
15 And Samuel judged Mrael all the days of his, 
lite. 16 And he went from year to yearin cir= 
cuit to Beth-el, and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and 


| judged Ifrael in all thofe places. 17 And his — 


return was to Ramah ; for there was his houfe SRS 
and there he judged Irael, and there he built 
an alten (unto ‘the Loum, ower a et 


* - 


 fecurities of a mation. 


-defolations of Shiloh. Many good offices, no doubt, 


Chap. Val: - a ¢ it 

We have here a fhort account of the further good {ervices 
that Samuel did to Ifrael. Having parted them from their i- 
dols, and brought them home to their God, he had put them 
into a capacity of receiving further benefits by his miniftry. 


‘Having prevailed in that, he becomes in other inflances a preat 
bleffing to them ; yet, writing it himfelf, he is brief in the re- 


lation. We are not told here, but it appears, 2 Chron. xxxy. , 


18. that, in the days of Samuel the prophet, the people of [f- 
rael kept the ordinance of the paflover with more than ordina- 
ry devotion, notwithftanding the diftance of the ark, ae the 
e did 
for Ifrael; but here we are only told how in{trumental he 
was. ? bt = 
1. In fecuring the public peace, ver. 13- In his’ days the 
Philiftines came no more into the coa/? of I/rael, made no inroads 
or incutfions upon them ; perceiving that God now fought for 
Ifrael, and that his hand was again{t the Philiftines; this kept 
them: in-awe; and reftrained the remainder. of their wrath. Sa- 
muel was a proteéter and deliverer to Ifrae] ; not by dint of 
fword, as Gideon ; nor by ftrength of arm, as Samfon ; but 
by the power of prayer to God, and carrying on a work of re= 
formation among the people. Religion and piety are the belt 


2. In recovering the public rights, ver..14. By his influ. 
ence Ifrael had the courage to demand the cities which the 
Philiftines had unjuftly taken from them, and had long detain- 
ed; and the Philiftines, not daring to contend with one that 
had fo great an intereft-in heaven, tamely yielded to the de- 


~ mand, and reftored (fome think) even Ekron and Gath, two 


— right way. 


of their capital cities, though afterwards they retook them; o- 


thers think, fome fmall.towns that lay from Ekron to Gath, 
which were forced out of the Philiftines hands. Thus they 
got by their reformation and religion; they got ground of their 
enemies, and got forward in their affairs. It is added, There 
was peace between Ifrael and the. Amorites, 2. e. the Canaanites, 
the remains of the natives. Not that Ifrael made any league 
with them; but they were quiet, and not fo mifchievous to If- 
rael as they had fometimes been. Thus when a’ man’s ways 
pleafe the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with 
him, and give him no difturbance, Prov. xvi. 17, 

3.In adminiltering public juftice, ver. 15, 16. He judged 
Trael. ~ As a prophet he taught them. their duty, and_repro- 
ved them for their fins; for that is called judging, Ezek. xx. 
5. xxii. 2. Mofes judged Ifrael, when he made them know the 
fraiuies of God, and his. laws, Exod, xvii. 16. And thus 
Samuel judged them to the laft, even after Saul. was made 
king ; fo. he promifed them then, when Saul was inaugurated, 
chap. xii. 23. Z-qwil/l not ceafe to teach you the good and the 


» ferior courts, and gave judgment upoa them; tried caufes, and 


determined them, tried prifoners, and acquitted or condemned | 


thera, according to. the law. This he didvall his days, till he 
grew old, and pat fervice, and refigned to Saul ; and) after- 


_ wards he exercifed authority, when application was made to 
him ;-nay, he judged even Agag, and Saul) himfelf Bue. 


when he was, ia his prime, he rode the circuit, for the.conve- 
nience. of the country; at leaft of that part of it which lay 


~ moft under his influence. He kept courts at Bethel, Gilgal, 


~ _ of the altar that. was at Nob,.or Gibeon, or wherever the ta- | 
dernacle, was ;. but. diyine jultice Having laid Shiloh walle, and 
ae 


and Mizpeh, all in'the tribe of Benjamin ; but his.conftant re- 


fidence was at Ramah, his father’s city ;. and there he judged 


Ifrael, thither they reforted to him from. all. parts with their 


complaints, ver. 17» 


4» In keeping up. tl e public exercifes of religion : for there, 
where he lived, he built an altar tothe Lord, not in contempt 


4 7 gy 


S.A aMe Udo ; 


As a magiftrate he received appeals fromthe in- | 
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no other place being yet chofen-for them to bring their. offer- 
ings to, Deut. xii. 1. he looked upon the law which obliged 
them to one place to-be for the prefent fufpended ; and there- 
fore, béinga prophet, and under divine direction, he did, as 
the patriarchs did, build an altar where-he lived, both for the 
ufe of his own family, and for the good of the country that 
reforted to it. Great men fhould ufe their wealth, power, and 
intereft, for the, keeping up of religion in the places where they 
live. 


“is GHA, P. VITE. : 
Things went fo very well with Ifrael, in the chapter before, 
under Samuel's adminiftration, that, methinks, rt 1s pity to 
find bim fo quickly, as we do in this chapter, old and go- 
ing off, and things working towards a revolution. But 
fo it 1s; Ifrael’s good days feldom continue long. We 
have here, 1. Samuel decaying, ver. 1. 11. His fons de~ 
generating, ver. 2, 3. III. Ufrael difcontented at the pre- 
“Jent government, and fond to Jee a change. For, (1.) - 
They petition Samuel to fet a king over tbem, ver, 4, 5. 
(2.) Samuel brings the matter to God, ver. 6. (3.) God 
direéis him what anfwer to give them, by way of reproof, 
ver. 7, 8.; and, by way of remonftrance, fetting forth the 
confequences of a change of the government, and how un- 
eafy they would foon be under it, ver. 9y—18. (4.) They - 
infift upon their petition, ver. 19, 20. (5+) Samuel pro- 
mifeth them from God, that they Jball /hortly be gratified, 
ver. 21, 22. Thus hard itis for people to know when 
they are well, 


ND it came to pafs when Samuel was old, 
A that he made his fons judges over Ifrael: 
2 Now the name of his firft-born was Joel, and 
the name of his fecond, Abiah: they were jud- 
ges in Beer-fheba. 3 And his fons walked not 
in his ways, but turned afide after lucre, and 
took bribes, and perverted judgment. 


Two fad things we find here, but not ftr 

1. A good and ufeful man growing off, and unfit for fer- — 
vice, ver. 1. Samuel was old, and could not judge’ Irael as 
he had done. He isnot reckoned to be paft  fixty years of 
age now, perhaps not fo much but he was a man betimes, 
was full of thoughts and cares when he was a child, which 
perhaps haftened the infirmities of age upon him. The fruits 
that are firft ripe keep the worlt. He had fpent his ftréngth 
and fpirits in the fatigue of public bufinefs ; and! now, if he 
think to. fhake himfelf. as at other times, he finds,he ‘is mifta- 
kén.; old age has cut his hair. ‘Thofe that are in the prime of 
their time, ought to be bufy in doing the work of life ; for as 
they go ito years, they will find themfelves “lefs difpofed to 
it, and lefs able for it. ’ . 

z. The children of a good man going to naught, and not 
treading in his fteps. Samuel had givenyhis fons fo good an 
education, and they had given him fuch good hopes of their 
doing well; and gained fuch a reputation in Hrael, that he 
made them judges, afliftants to’ him a while, and’ afterwards 


ange things. 


~ deputies under him at: Beer-fheba, which lay remote from’ Ra- 
* mah,, ver. 2. 


*robably the fouthern countries petitioned for 
their refidence there, that they might not be neceflitated to 
travel far with their caufes. We have reafon to think, Sa- 
muel gave them their commiffions, not becaufe they were his 
fons; he had no ambition: to entail the government upon his 
family,. no more than Gideon; but becaufe, for onght appear. 
ed yet, they were men very fit for the-truft 5 and nene fo pro- 
ters ’ per 


path. 


~me, that I fhould not reign over them. 


2 ae I. 


per to eafe the aged judge, and take fome of the burden off 
him, as (ceteris paribus) bis own fons ; who, no doubt, were 
refpected for their good father’s fake ; and having fuch an ad- 
vantage at fetting out, might foon have been great, if they had 
been but good. But, alas! dis fons walked not in his ways, 
ver. 3.3 and when their charater was the reverfe of his, their 
relation to. fo good a man, which otherwife had been their 
honour, was really their difgrace: Degeneranti genus oppro- 
brium. Note, Thofe that have the.moft grace themfelves, can- 
not give grace to their children. It has oft been the grief of 
good men to fee their pofterity, inftead of treading in their 
{teps, trampling upen them, and as Job fpeaks, wmarring their 
Nay, many that have begun well, promifed fair, and 
fet out in the right paths, fo that their parents and friends have 
had great hopes of them, yet afterwards have turned afide to 
by-paths, and been the grief of thofe whofe joy they fhould 
have been. When Samuel’s fons were made judges, and fet- 


_ tled at a diftance from him, then they difcovered themfelyes. | 


Thus, (1.) Many that have been. well educated, and have 
eatried themfelves well while they were under their parents 
eye, when they have gone abroad into the world, and fet up 
for themfelves, have proved bad. . Let none therefore be fe- 
cure, either of themfelves or theirs, but depend on divine 
grace. (2.) Many that have done well in a flate of mean- 
nefs and fubjection, have been fpoiled by preferment and power. 
Honours change mens minds, and too. often for the worfe. It 
doth not appear that Samuel’s fons were fo profane and vicious 
as Eli’s fons: but, whatever they were in other refpedts, they 
were corrupt judges; they turned afide after lucre, after the 
mammon of unrighteoufnefs; fo the Chaldee reads it. Note, 
The love of money is the root of all evil. It is pernicious in 


any, but efpecially in judges. Samuel had taken no bribes, | 


chap. xi. 3. but his fons did; though, no doubt, he warned 
them againft it when he made them judges; and_ then they 
perverted judgment ; in determining controverfies, had an eye 
to the bribe, not to the law, and inquired who bid higheft) 
not who had right on his fide. It is fad with a people, when 


_ the public juftice, that fhould do them’ right, being perverted, 
doth them the greateft wrong. : 


3 


4 Then al Iders of Ifrael gathered them- 
felves together, and came to Samuel unto Ra- 
mah. 5 And faid unto-him, Behold, thou art 


old, and thy fons walk not in thy. ways: now 


make us a king to judge us like all the nations. 
6 4 But the thing difpleafed Samuel, when 


‘they faid, Give us a king to judge us: and Samuel — 


prayed unto the Lorp. 7 And the Lorp faid 
unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the 
people in all that they fay unto thee: for they 
have not rejected thee, but they have rejected 
8 Ac- 
cording to all the works which they. have done 
fince the day that 1 brought them up out of E- 
gypt, even unto this day, wherewith they have 


forfaken me, and ferved: other gods: fo do- 


they alfo unto thee. o’Now therefore hear- 
ken unto their voice: howbeit, yet proteft fo- 
lemnly unto them, and fhew them the manner 
of the king that fhall reign over them. 10 4 
And Samuel told all the words of the Lorp un- 
to the people, that afked of hima king. 11 


SAO NL ALE” fi. 


Pas They sathered ihemfelves together by ‘common confent, 


nett 4 


And he faid, This will be the manner of the 
king that fhall reign ‘over you: He will take 
ee eid as Vee a 
your fons, and appoint. ¢bem for himfelf, for his 
chariots, and io be his horfemen, and /ome thall- 
run before ‘his chariots. 12 And ‘he will: ap- 
point him captains over thoufands, and captains 
over fifties, and will fet them to ear his ereund, 
and to reap his harvefl, and to maké his inftru- 
ments of war, and infiruments of his chariots. 
13 And he will take your daughters to be con- 
fectionaries, and to be cooks, and to be bakers. 
‘14 And he will take your fields, and your vine- 


yards,, and your olive-yards, even the beft of . 


them, and give them to. his fervants.. 15 And 


he will take the tenth of your'feed, and of yout 
‘vineyards, and give to his officers, and to his 
fervants. 16 And he will take your men-fer- 


vants, and your maid-fervants, and your good- © 


lieft young men, and your affes, and put hen 


to his-work. 17 He will take the tenth of your 


fheep: and ye fhall be his fervants. 38 And. 


saat H q Behe : ON 
ye fhall cry out in that day, becaufe of your 


king which ye fhall have chofen you: and the 
Lorp will. not hear you in that day. 


of Samuel; and they faid, Nay, but we will 
have a king over us: 20 That.we alfe may be 
like all the nations, and that our king may judge 
us, and go out before us, and fight our battles: 
21 And Samuel heard all the words of the peo- 
ple, and he rehearfed them in the ears of the 


ken unto their voice, and make them a king: 


every man unto his city. 


And Samiel faid'unto the men of Ifrael, Go ye 


ee, 


‘We have here the {tarting of a matter perfealy new and 


furprifing, which was the fetting up of kingly government in pee 
rael. Perhaps the thing that had been oft talked of amone. 
them by thofe that. were given to change, and affeGted that. 
which looked great. But we do not find, that. it was ever 
till now publicly propofed and debated. A bimelech ‘was litle 
better than a titular king, though he be faid’ to’reign over If 
racl, Judg, ix. 225 and perhaps his fall’hadjfor a great while; 
rendered the title of. King odious in Hrael, as that of Tarquini- 


us did among the Romans :, but if it had, by this-time the o. 


dium was worn off, and fome bold fteps are here taken’ 
fo great a revolution as that amounted to. Here is, 


towards- 


. 


youl Ig FJ Ne-_ 
verthelefs, the people refuied to obey the voice 


~Lorp. 22 And the Lorn faid to Samuel, Heat 4 


ong. * 


a 
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Chap. VIL . 


1.-The addrefs of the elders to Samuel in this' matter, ver, 


and not in a riotous tumultuous mannetj but, with the refpect. 
‘ Pty : 


due to his character, they came to him to his houfe at Ramah 


with their addrefs ; which contained, Sa enti 
if, A remontftrance of their grievances; in fhort, Thou art 


| old, and thy fons, walk nat in thy ways.  Many-a fairer occa- 
| fion that people had had to afk a kin g, when they were oppref.. 


fed by their neighbours, or imbroiled: at home, for want of a 


A 


SMS PET 


‘hing in Trae! : but: a {mall thio g will ferve fadtious fpirits fora 
* colour to defire a change. (1.) It was true that Samuel was 


- Chap. VII. edd ASS 
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< e ~ . 
old 5 but if that made him lefs able to ride the circuit, and fit 
long on the bench, yet it made him the more wife and experi- 
enced, and upon that account the fitter to rule. jf he was old, 
was he not grown old in their fervice ? And it was very ua- 


old, who had fpent his days in doing them good. God had faved 


~~ his youth from bein g defpicable, chap. iil, 20, yet they make his 


old age fo, which fhou!d have been counted worthy of double ho- 
nour. If old peoplebe upbraided withtheir infirmities, and laid 
afide for them, let them not think it {trange; Samuel himfelf was 
fo. (2.) It wastrue that his fons did ‘not walk in his ways ; the 
more was his grief: but they could not fay it was his fault ; he 
had not, like Eli, indulged them in their badnefs, but was read y 
to receive complaints again(t them. And if that had been the 

thing defired, we may well fuppofe, upoa the making out of 
_the charge of bribery again{t them, he would have fuperfeded 
their commiflions, and punifhed them. 

content the elders of Ifrae 

head. ; ! 

2d/y, A petition for the redrefs ofthis grievance, by fetting 

a king over them: Mahe ws a hing to judge us, like all the na. 

tions. ‘Thus far it was well, that they did not rife up im rebel- 

lion againft Samuel, and fet up a king themfelves of cf ar- 
mis; but they applied themfelves to Samuel, God’s pro- 
phet and humbly begged of him to do it. But it ap- 

pears, by what follows, that it was an ill motion, and ill 

made, -and was difpleafing to God. God defigned them 

a king, a man after bis-own heart, when: Samuel was 

dead ; ‘but they would anticipate God’s counfel, and would 

have one, now Samuel was old. They had a prophet 
to judge them, that had immediate correfpondence with heaven ; 

“and therein they were great and happy above any nation, none 
having God /o nigh unto'them as they had, Deut. iv. «. But this 

would not ferve ; they mutt have @ ding to judze them with ex- 

ternal pomp and power, ike all the nations. A poor prophet 

in @ mantle, though converfant in the vifions of the Almighty, 

looked mean in their eyes, who judged by outward appearance: 

but a king in a purple robe, with his guards and officers of {tate, 

would look great; and fuch a one they mufthave. They knew 

it was in vain to court Samuel to take upon him the title and 

dignity of a kigg, but he muft appoint them one. 

‘not fay, Give us a king that is wife and good, and will judoe 
better than thy fons do; but, Give us acking, any body that 

will but make a figure. ‘Thus foolifhly did they forfake their 

own mercies, and, under pretence of advancing the dignity of 

their nation to that of their neighbours, did really thruft them- 

felves down from their own excellency, and profane their crown 


But this would “not 
3 they had another project in their 


_by cafling it to the ground. 


2. Samuel’s refentment of this addrefg; ver. 6. Let us fee 
how he took it. (1.) It cut Aim to the heart. Probably it 
was a furprife to him, and he had not any intimation before of 
their defign, which made it the ‘More grievous, 
difpleafed Samuel; not when they upbraided ‘him with his own 
infirmities, and his childrens irregularities ; he could patiently 
bear what reflected on himfelf and his own family ; but it di/- 
pleafed him when they faid, Give us a king to judge us, becaufe 
that reflected upon God, and his honour. (2.)-It drove him 
to his knees. He gave them no anfwer. for the prefent, but 


took time to confider of what they: propofed, and prayed unto. 


the Lord for direStion what to do, {preading the cafe before 
him, and leaving it with him, and fo making himfelf eafy. Sae 
- muel was a man much in prayer, and we are encouraged in e- 
_wery thing. to make our requefls known to God, Phil. iv. 6: 


When any thing difturbs, us, it is our intereft, as well as duty, . 


_ to thew before God our trouble; and he gives us leaye to be 
{ r we 7h 


humbly free with, him. 


ce Re ak 


| 
kind, ungrateful, nay, and unjaft, to catt him off when he was: 


They do, 


The thing. 
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3. The iaradtions God gave him concerning this matter. 
.They that in ftraits feek to God, fhall find -him nigh unto 
them, and ready to dire them. He tells him, 
if, That which would be an allay to his difpleafure. Sa- 
muel was much difturbed at the motion, it troabled him mighti- 
ly to fee his piophetical office thus ilighted. and all the good 
turns he had done to Ifrael, thus ungratefully returmed: but 
God tells him, he muft not think it either hard or ftrange.. = 
(1.) He muft not think it- hard, ‘that they had put this flight 
upon him, for they had herein put a flight upon God himfelf. 
They have not rejeGed thee only, but they have rejected mez 1 
thare with thee in the affront, ver. 7. Note, If God intereft 
himifelfin the indignities that aredone us, and the contempts that 
are put upon us, we may well afford to bear them patiently: 
nor need we think the worfe of ourfelves, if for his fake we 
bear reproach, Pfal. \xix, >. but rather rejoice, and count it an 
honoar, Cole i. 24. Samuel. mutt not complain, that they 
were weaty of his government, though juit and gentle; for 
really they were weary of God’s government ; that was it they 
difiked: They have rejected me that I fhould not reign over 
them. God reigns over the Heathen, Pia). xlyii. 8. over all the 
world: but the government of Ifrael had hitherto been, in a 
more peculiar manner than ever any government .was, a theo- 
cracy, a divine government: their judges had their call and: 
commiflion immediately from God, the affairs of their nation 
were under his peculiar conduct. ‘As the contftitution, fo the 
adminiftration of their government was by, Thus ith the Lord, 
This method they were weary of, though it was their honour 
and fafety, above any thing, fo long as they kept in with God. 
‘Lhey.were indeed fo much the more expofed to calamities, if 
they provoked Gad to anger by fin, and found they could not ~ 
tranfgreis at fo cheap a rate as other nations could; which,, 
perhaps, was:the true reafon why they defired to ftand upon the 
fame terms with God that other nations did.. (2.)He muft 
not think it ftrange, nor maryel at the matter ; for they do as: 
they always have done: ver. 8. According to all the works 
which'they have done, Jince the day that £ brought them out of 
‘Lgypt, fo do they unto thee. They had at firlt been fo very re- 
fpeétful and obfequious to Samuel, that he began to hope they 
were cured of their old (tubborn difpofitions but he now found 
himfelf deceived in them, and mutt: not be furprifed at it, 
They had always been rude to their governors ; witnefs Mofes 
and Aaroa. Nay, they have forfaken me, and ferved other gods. 
The greatnefs of their crime, in affe@ing new gods, may make 
this crime of affecting new governors feem. little. Samuel 
might expect they would deal treacheroufly ;- for they. were “ 
called tranfgreffors from the womb, Uas xlviii,.8.- This had’ 
been their manner from their youth up, Jer. xxiiv 212° 
2dly, He tells him that which would be an anfwer to their 
demand. Samuel would not have known what to fay, if God 
had not inftruéted him, Should he oppofe the motion, it would 
{peak a greater fondnefs of power and dominion than did be-. 
come a prophet,. and an indulgence of his fons. Should he 
yield to the motion, it would look like the betraying of his 
truft; and he would becom® acceffory to all the ill confequen- 
ces of a change. Aaron finned in gratifying the people, when 
they faid, Make us gods: He dares not therefore comply with. 
them, when they fay, Make usa hing : but.he gives them with. 
aflurance the anfwer God fent them. 
(1.) He muft tell them, that hey: /hall have a Rings Hears. 
ken to-the voice of the people, ver. 7. and again, ver. g. Not 
that God was pleafed with their requeft; but as fometimes he 
croffeth us in love, fo at other times he gratifieth us in wrath. 
He did fo here. When they faid, Give us a king and princes, 
he gave them a king in his anger, fee Hof. xiii, 10, 11. as he 
gave quails, Pfal. cyi, 15. Ixxvili, 29. God bid Samuel hu- 
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mour them in this matter, (1.) That they might be beaten 
with their own rod, and might feel, to their coft, the difference, 
between his government and the government of aking. Sce 
2 Chron. xii. 8. It foon appeared, how much worfe their 
condition was, in all refpeéts, under Saul, than it bad been un- 
der Samuel. (2.) To prevent fomething worfe. If they 
were not gratified,’ they would either rife in rebellion againtt 
Samuel, or univerfally revolt from their religion, and admit the 
gods of the nations, that they might have kings like them. 
Rather than fo, let them have a king. (3.) God knows how 
to bring glory to himfelf out of it, and ferve his own wife pur- 
pofes, even by their foolifh counfels. : 

(2.) But he mult tell them withal, that when they have a 
king, they will foon have enough of him, and will, when it is 
100 late, repent of their choice. This he mutt prote/? folemn/y 
to them, ver. 9. That, if they would have a king to rue them, 
as the cole kings ruled their fubjeéts, they would find their 
yoke exceeding heavy. ‘They looked only at the pomp and 
magnificence of a king, and thought that would make their na- 
tion great’ and confiderable among its neighbours, and would 
firike a terror upon their enemies. But he mutt ‘bid them-con- 
fider, how they would like to bear the charges of that pomp, 
and how they would endure that arbitrary power which the 
neighbouring kings aflumed. ‘Note, ‘Thofe that fet their hearts 
inordinately upon any thing in this world, for the moderating 
of their defires, .ought to. confider the inconveniencies, as well 
as conveniencies, that wall attend it, and to fet the one over a- 
-gainft the other in-their thoughts. Thofe that fubmit them- 
felves to the government of the world and the flefh, are told 
plainly what hard mafters they are, and what a tyranny the 
dominion of fin is; and yet they will exchange God’s govern 
ament for‘it. 

4. Samvuel’s faithful delivery of God’s mind to them: ver. 
1. He to/d them all the words of the Lord, how ill he refent- 


ed it; that he conftrued it a rejedting of him, and compared it — 


with their ferving other gods. ‘That he would grant their re- 
quett, if they infifted on it; but withal, had ordered him to repre- 
fent to thém the certain confequences of their choice; that they 
would be fuch as, if they had any reafon left them, and would 
allow themfelves to-confult their own intereft, they would with- 
draw their petition, and beg to continue as they were. Ac- 
cordingly he lays before them, very particularly, what would 
be, not the right of a king in general, but the manner of the 
king that fhould reign over them, according to the pattern of the 
nations, ver. 11. Samuel doth not fpeak (as Bifhop Patrick 
expounds it) of a juft and honeft right of a king to do thefe 
things; for his right is quite otherwife defcribed, in that part 
of Mofes’ law which concerns the king’s duty; but fucha right 
‘as. the kings of the nations had then acquired. This fhall be 
the manner of the king, i: e. (1.) Thus he muft fupport his dig- 
nity, at the expence of that which is:deareft to you. — (2.) 


{hus he will abufe his power as thofe that have power are apt _ 


to do; and, having the militia in his hand, you will be undera 
neceflity of {ubmitting to him. SUSE ISG te taees 
If they will have fuch a king as the nations have, let them 
confider, 1//; That king mult have a preat retinue,. abundance 
‘of fervants to wait on him, grooms to look after his chariots 
and horfes, gentlemen to ride about with him, and footmen to 
run before his chariots. This is the chief grandeur of princes, 

~ and the imaginary glory of great men, to: have a multitude of 
attendants. And whence mult he have thofe? why, he wall 
take your fons, that are free-born, have a liberal education, and 
whom you now have at your own difpofe, and will appoint them 
for himfelf, ver. 11... They mult wait upon him, and be at his 
beck. ‘They that ufed to work for their parents and them- 
felves,.mult work for him, ear his ground, and'reap his harvefly 


yer. 12, and count it their preferment too, ver. 16. This would. 
be a great change. 1 hae sie t 
2dly, He mult keep’a great: table. -He will net be content 
to dine with his neighbours upon a facrifice, as Samuel ufed to 
do, chap. ix. 13. but he muft have variety of dainty difhes, 
forced meats, and fweet-meats, and delicate fauces. And who 


muft prepare him thefe ? why, he will take your daughters, the 


moft ingenious and handy of them, whom you hoped to prefer 
to houfes and tables of their own; and, whether you be willing 
or no, they mult be his confedionaries, and cooks, and bakers 
and the like. Bae? BUR er BR 

gdly, He muft needs have a ftanding army, for guards and 
garrifons; and your fons, in{tead of being elders of your cities, 
and living in quiet and honour at home, muft be captains over 
thoufands, and captains over fifties, and muit be dilpofed. of at 
the pleafure of the fovereign.. ey 


athly, You may expect that he will have great favourites, | 


whom, having dignified and ennobled, he muft enrich, and give ~ * 


them eftates fuitable to their honour. And which way can he 
do that, but-out of your inheritances? ver. 14. /Ze will take 


your fields and vineyards, which defcended to you from your ~ . 


ance(tors, and which you hoped to have left to your pofterity 
after you, even the bef of them: and will not: only take them” 
to himfelf, you could bear that the better; but he will give them 
to his fervants, who will be your mafters, and bear rule over 
that for which you have laboured. How will yon like 
that ? Fe REN i, 
sthly, He mutt have great revenues to maintain his port and 
ower with: and whence muft he have them but from you: 


He will take the tenth of the fruits of your ground, ver. 15. 


and your cattle, ver. 17. You think the tenths, the double 
tenths, which the law of God has appointed for the fupport of 
the church, grievous enough, and grudge the payment of them; 


but if you have’a king, there mutt iffue another tenth out. of 


your eftates, which will be levied with more rigour, for the fup- . 


port of the royal dignity. Confider the expence with the mag- 
nificence, and whether it will quit colt. 
Thefe would be their grievances: and, (1.) They would 


have none but God to complain to. Once they complained ~— 


to the prince himfelf, and were anfwered, according to the man- 
ner of the king, Your yoke is heavy, and I qill add to it, 


1 Kings xit. 11. ( (21) When they complained to ‘God, he. 
would not hear them, ver. 18. nor could they expect that he 


fhould, both becaufe they had been deaf to his calls and admo- 
nitions; and’this trouble, in particular, they had brought upon 
themfelves, by rejecting him, ard would not believe, when he 
told them what would come of it. Note, When we bring our- 


‘felves into diftrefs by our own irregular defires and projects, 


we juftly forfeit the comfort of prayer, and the benefit of di- 


vine aids, and, if Ged be not better to us than we deferve, 


mu{t have our relicf in our own hands, and then. it is bad~ 


with: us. . a ; Wart 
5. The people’s, obftinacy in their demand, ver. 19, 20. 
this was, coming from God himfelf, who can neither deceive — 
by his word, ‘nor be deceived in. his knowledge, fhould have 
prevailed with them to wave their requeft. But their hearts, 


were uponit, right or wrong, good orevil: We willhave a 


king over-us, whatever God, or Samuel fay to the contrary ; 
we will have a king, -whatever it coft us, and whatever, incon- 
venience we bring upon ourfelves, or our pofterity by it. See 
their folly, (1.). They were quite deaf to: reafon, ‘and blind to 


their own intereft. They could not anfwer Samuel’s arguments . 


again{t it, nor-deny the force of them and yet they grew more — 


violent in their requeft, and more iafolent. Before it was,Pray — 


make us a king; now it is, Nay, but we, will havea kings yea, 


that 


“One would: think, fuch a reprefentation of the confequences as ~~ 


~ 
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that we will, becaufe we will; nor will we bear to have any 
thing faid againft it. See the abfurdity of inordinate defires, 
and how they rob men of their reafon. (2.) They could not 
ftay God’s time. God had intimated to them in the law, that, in 
due time, Hrael fhould have a king, Deut. xvii. 15. and, per- 
haps, they had had fome intimation, that the time was at hand; 


but they are all in hafte, we in our day will have this king o- 


ver us. Could they but have waited ten or twelve years long- 
er, they had had David, a king of God’s givingin mercy, and 
- all the calamities that attended the fétting up of Saul had been 
“prevented. “Sudden refolves, and halty defires, make work for 
a long and leifurely repentance. .(3.) That which they aimed 
at in defiring a king was not only, as before, that they might 
be like the nations, and levelled with them, above whom God 
had fo far advanced them; but that they might have one to 
judge them, and to go out before them, when they-took the 
field, and to fight their battles. Foolifh people and unwife! 
Could they ever defire a battle better fought for them than the 
laft was, by Samuel’s prayers, and God’s thunder? chap. vii. 
ro. Was victory hereby too fure to them? and were they 


fond to — the chance of war at the fame uncertainty that o- | 


thers did? It feems, fo fick they are of their privileges. And 
what was the iffue? Their firft king was flain ina battle, which 


none of their judges ever were; fo was Jofial, one of the laft.. 


and bet. - <2 

6. The difmifling of them with an intimation, that very 
fhortly they fhould have what they afked. (1.) Samuel rehear- 
fed all their words in the ears of the Lord, ver. 21. Not but 
that God perfeatly knew it, without Samuel’s report; but thus 
___ he dealt faithfully between God and Ifrael, as a prophet, re- 
turning the anfwer to him that fent him: and thus he waited 
. on God for further direction.” God is fully acquainted with 

the ftate of the café we are in care and doubt about, but he will 

know it from us. THis rehearfing it in the ears of the Lord, 


» intimates, that it was done in private; for the people: were not» 


- difpofed to join with him in prayer to God for dire@tion in this 


matter; alfo it fpeaks a holy familiarity to which God graci- - 


oufly admits his peaple ; they {peak in the ears of the Lord, 
as one friend whifpers with another; their communion with 
_ God is meat they have to eat, which the world knows not of, 
John xiv, 2t. 2.) God gave direStions that they fhould 
vhave a king, fince they were fo inordinately fet upon it, 
ver.:22. Make them a king, and let them make their beft of 
him 5 and thank themfelves, if that very pomp and power, 
which they are fo eager to fee their fovereign in, be their plague 
and burden. So he gave them up to their own heart's luff. Sa- 
muel told them this, but fent them home for the prefent, every 
_ man to his city; for the defignation of the perfon mutt be left 
to God, they had now no more to do. When God faw fit 
to notify the choice to Samuel, they fhould hear further from 
him; in the mean time let them keep the peace, and expect 
the liege =r se . 

we sere i ie te Ps EX, 
Samuel had promifed Ifrael, from God, that they foould have 
a king; itts flrange, that the next news is not of candi- 
dates fetting up for the government, making an interef? in 
the people, or recommending themfelves to Samuel, and by 
him to God, to be putin nomination. Why doth not the 
prince of the tribe of Judah, whoever be 1s, ook about bin 
“OW, remembering Facob’s entail of the feeptre on that 
tribe; Is there never a bold afpiring man in Yrael,to fayy 
 -F will be king, if God will chufe me? No, none appears ; 
whether tt is owing to a culpable meanfpiritedne/s, or a 
taudible humility, I know not: but fure it is what can 
Ae Searce be paralleled in the biflory of any kingdom; a crown, 


¢ Re 


é 


Jmalleft of the tribes of Ifrael, ver. 21. 
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Such a crown, fet up, dnd no body bids for it, Moff go 
vernments began in the ambition of the prince to rule; but 
. Lrael’s, in the ambition of the people to be ruled. Had 
any of thofe elders which petitioned for a king, afterwards 
petitioned to be king, I foauld have fulpeéied that perfon’s 
ambition to have been at the betiom of the motion: but 
now (let them have the prarfe of what was good in them, 
wt was-not fo much) God having in thedlaw, undertaken to 
chufe their king, Deut. xvii. 16+ they afl fat full, ull they 
hear from heaven; and that they do in this chapter, whieh 
begins the flory of Saul, their firft_ king, and, by frange 
Steps of providence, brings bim to Samuel, to be anotnied 
privately, and fo to be prepared for an eletiion by lot, and 
a public commendation to the people, which follows in the 
next chapter. Here ts, 1. A-/hort account of Saul?s pa- 
rentage and perfon, ver. 1, 2. 11. 4 large and paritcu- 
lar account of the bringing uf bim to Samuel, ta°wbhom be 
had betn before altogether a flranger. (1.) God, by re- 
velation, had bid Samuel expe@ him, ver.'1§. 16. (2.) 
God, by providence, ted him ip Samuel. [1.] Being /ent 
to feek bis father’s affes, he was at @ ofr, ver. 3,5. 
[2.] By the advice of bis fervant, he determined to confult 
Samuel, ver. 6,—10. [3+] By the direétiom of the young 
maidens he found him out; vere 11,—14. [4.] Samuel, 
being informed of God concerning him, ver. 14. treated 
him with refped in the gate, ver. 18,—21. in the dining 
room, Ver. 22,—24. and at fengih in private, where he 
prepared him to bear the /urprifing news that he muff be 
kings ver. 25,—=-27. And thefe beginnings Bad been ve-y 
hopeful and promifing, if ut had not been, that*the fin of 
the people was the /pring of this great affutr. 
OW there was a man of Benjamin, whofe 
name was Kifh, the fon of Abiel, the fon 
of Zeror, the fon of Bechorath, the fon of Aph-~ 


jah, a Benjamite, a mighty man of power. 2° 


And he had a fon whofe name was Saul, a 
choice young man, and a goodly: and there was 
not among the children of Ifrael a goodlier per- | 
fon than he: from his fhaulders and: upward, be. 
was higher than’ any of the people. 

. We are here told, 


1. What'a good family-Saul was of, ver. 1. He was of 
the tribe of Benjamin. So was the New Teftament Saul, who 


~alfo was called. Pau/; and he mentions it as his honour, for 


Benjamin was a favourite, Rom. xi. 1. Phil. iii. 5+ That tribe 
had been reduced to a very fmall number, by the fatal war with 
Gibeah ; and much ado. there was to provide wives for thofe 
fix hundred men that were the poor remains of it, out of that’. 
diminifhed tribe, which is here called, with good reafon, the- 
Saul {prang as a root 
out of a dry ground. ‘That tribe, though feweft in number, 
was firft in dignity, God giving more abundant honour to that 


part which lacked, 1 Cor. xit. 24. His father was Kith, 2 


mighty man of power, or, as the margin reads it, in /ubflances in 
fpirit {tout, in body {trong, in eftate wealthy. The whole lot 
of the tribe of Benjamin coming to be diftributed among fix 

hundred men, we may fuppofe their inheritances were. much. ~ 
larger than theirs who were of other tribes; an advantage, 
which fomewhat helped to balance the difadvantage of the 
fmallnefs of their number. 
2. What a goodefigure Saul made, ver. 2.. No mention is 
here made of his wifdom or virtue, his learning or piety, or a- 
ny of the accomplifhments of his mind ; but that he was a tall, 
proper, 


proper, handfome man, that had a good face, a good thape, and , 


a good prefence, graceful and well-proportioned: Among all 
the children of Ifrael, there was not a gaodlier perfon than he: 
and, as if nature had marked him for pre-eminence and fupe- 
riority, he was taller, by the head and fhoulders, than any of 
the people ; the fitter to be a:match for the giants of Gath, 
the champions of the Philiftines. When God chofe a king 
after his own heart, he pitched upon one that was not at all 
remarkable for the height of his ftature, nor any thing in his 
countenance, but the innocency and fweetnefs that appeared 
there, chap. xvi. 7, J 2. But when he chofe a king after the 
people’s heart, who aimed at nothing fo much as ftatelinefs 
and grandeur he pitched upon this huge tall man, that, if he 
had no other good qualities, yet. would look great. 
not appear, that he excelled in f{trength, fo much as he did in 
ftature. Samfon did, and him ‘they flighted, bound, and be- 
trayed into the hands of the Philiftines: juftly therefore are 
they now put off with one, who, though of uncommon height, 
is weak as other men, ‘They would have a king like the na- 
tions, and the nations commonly chofé portly men for their 
kings. . 


3 And the affes of Kifh, Saul’s father, were 
loft; and Kith faid to Saul his fon, Take now 
one of the fervants with thee, and arife, go feek 
the affes. 4 And he pafled through mount 
Ephraim, and paffed through the land of Sha- 
lifha, but they found them not: then they pat- 
fed through the land of Shalim, and there they 
were not: and he pafled through the land of 
the Benjamites, but they found them not. 5 
_ Andwhen they were come to the land of Zuph, 
Saul faid to his fervant that was with him, 


Come, and let us return; left my father leave . 


caring for the affes, and take thought for us. 


6 And he faid unto him, Behold now, there is. 


in this city a man of God, and be zs an honour- 
able man; all that he faith cometh. furely to 
pafs: now let us go thither;-peradventure he 
can fhew us our way that we fhould go. 7 
Then faid Saul to his fervant, But behold, if we 


go, what {hall we bring the man? for the bread . 


is {pent in our veffels, and there is not-a pre- 
fent to bring to the man of ‘God: what have 
we? 8 And the fervant anfweréd Saul ‘again, 
and faid, Behold, I have here at hand the fourth 
part of a fhekel of filver : shatwill 1 give to the 


mani of God, to tell us our way. 9 (Before-. 


time in Hrael, when a man went to inquire of 
God, thus he fpake, Come, and let.us go to the 
feer: for be that is now, called a prophet.was 
before time called a feer.),, 10 Them faidSaul 
to his fervant, Well .faid, come, let*us’ go: fo 
they went unto the city where the man of God 
Wat. 


Here is, 1. A great man rifing from {mall beginnings, Tt 


doth not appear that Saul had any preferment at'all, or was 


- in any poft of honour or truft, till he was chofen king of If 


i 
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rael. Moft that are advanced rife gradually ; but Saul, from 
the level with his neighbours, ftepped at once-into the throne; 
according to that of Hannah; he raifeth up the poor out of the 
‘dufi, to fet them among-princes, 1 Sam, 11. 38: Saul, it fhould 
feem, though he was himfelf married, and had children grown 
<up; yet lived in his father’s heufe, and was fubjec&t to him. 
Promotion comes not by chance, nor human probabilities ; but 
God is the judge. é 
2. A great event rifing from {mall occurrences. How low 
doth the hiftory begin! Being to trace Saul to the crown, we 
find him firft employed as meanly as any we meet with called 
out to preferment. . ; 
1, Saul’s. father 
feek fome affes that he had loft. It may be they had no way 
then to give public notice of fuch a number of afles, ftrayed or 
ftolen, out of the grounds of Kifh the Benjamite. A very 
good law they had to oblige men to bring back an ox or an 


_ afs that went aftray ; but it is to be feared, that was, as other 
~ good laws, negleted and forgotten. It is eafy to obferve here, 


that they that have, muft expeét to Jofe; that it is wifdom to 
look after what is loft; that no man fhould think it below him 
to know the {tate of his flocks ; that children fhould be forward 
to ferve their parents interefts. 
Jather’s affes, ver. 3,4. His taking caye of the affes is to be 
afcribed, not fo much to the humility of his fpirit, as to the 
plainnefs and fimplicity of thofe times. But his obedience to 
his father in it was very commendable. See? thow a man dili- 
gent in his bufine/s, and dutiful to his fuperiors, willing to {toop, 
and willing to take pains? he doth, as Saul, {land ‘fair for pree 
ferment. ‘The fervant of Kifh would be faithful only as a fer- 
yant, but Saul as a-fon in his own bufinefs;. and therefore he 
fent him with him. Saul and his fervant travelled far on foot ; 
it is likely, in queft of the affes ; but in vain, they found them 
not. He miffed of what he fought; but had no reafon to 


Léo-t. 


4 - 


fends him, with one of his fervants to ~ 


Saul readily went to feek his 


complain of the difappointment, for he met’ with the kingdom, .. 


which he never. dreamed. of. 


2dly, When he could not find them, he determined to re- 


turn to his father, ver. 5. in confideration of his father’s tender 
concern for him ; being apprehepfive, that, if they ftaid out any 
Jonger, the old gentleman would begin to fear; as Jacob con- 
cerning Jofeph, that an evil beaft had devoured them, or fome 
mifchief had befallen them : He will /eave caring for the af- 


jes, as much as he was in care about them, and qwif/ take _ 
thought for us. Children fhould take care that they do nothing » 


e Brieve or frighten their parents, but be tender of their ten- 
ernefs, : PSC OES EER ed 


3. His fervant moved, (for it fhould feem, dheshiad ‘ee “a 


ligion in him than his. mafter), that fince they. were now at ° 


Ramah, they fhould call of Samuel, and take 
mighty affair. . Obferve:here, a 

(1.) ‘They. were clofe: by the city where Saniuel lived, and 
that put at into their heads to confult him: ver. 6.. There is: 
in this,.city a man of God. . Note, 


Wherever we are, we 


fhould improve our opportunities of sacquainting ourfelves with © 


thofeithat are wiféand good. But there are many that will 
confult-a man of God, 
baer, 


Son(2-) Dhe fervant {poke very 


his advice in this 


| if he comes in their way, that would ~ 
not.gova flep cut of their way to get wifdom. >». 


refpeafully concerning Samuel Ae 


thongh, he had'no perfonal knowledge of him, but by common o 


fame only, : He is a.man of God, and an Aonourahle man. Note, 
Men of God are honourable: men, and fhould be fo in our 
eyes. Acquaintance withthe things of God, and ferviceable- 


nefs to the kingdom.of God, puts true honour upon men, and ! 
makes them great. : 


This was the honour of Samuel, as.a man. 


of God, that all he faith comes Jurely to pafs. This was ob- : 


ferved concerning him, when he was a young prophet, chap. 
: «ae LL haa 
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iii. 19. God did let none of his words fall-to the ground; and 
ftill it held true. ed ae 

(3-) They agreed to advife with him concerning the way 
that they foould go, peradventure he can few us. All the ule 
they would make of the man of God was, to be advifed by 
him, whether they fhould return home, or, if there was yet any 


hopes of finding the affes, which way they muft go next: A_ 


poor bufinefs to employ a’prophet about! Had they faid, Let 
us give up the affes for loft ; and now we are fo near the man 
‘of God, let us go and learn from him the good knowledge of 
God ; let us confult him how we may order our converfations. 
aright, and enquire the law at his mouth, fince we may not 
have fuch another opportunity, and then’ we fhall not lofe our. 
Journey 5 the propofal had been fuch as became Ifraelites: but 


to make prophecy, that glory of Ifrael, ferve fo mean a turn as_ 


this, difcovered too much what manner of fpirit they were of. 
Note, Moft people would rather be told their fortune, than told 
their duty ; how to be rich, than how-to be fayed. If it were 
the bufinefs of the men of God to direé&t for the recovery of 
loft affes, they would be confulted much. more than they are 
mow ; it istheir bufinefs to direst for the recovery of loft fouls. 
fo prepofterous is the care of the moft of men ! : 
(4-) Saul was thoughtful what- prefent they fhould bring to 
_ the man of God, what fee they fhould give him for his advice, 


ver. 7. What foall we bring the man ?. They could not pre-. 


fent him, as Jeroboam’s wife did Ahijah, with loaves and 
cakes, 1 Kings xiv. 3, for their bread was {pent ; but the fer- 
vant bethought himfelf, that he had in his pocket the fourth 
part of a fhekel, about fevenpence halfpenny in value, and that 
he would give to the man of God to direct them, ver. 8. 
That will do, faith Saul, Let us go, ver. 10. Some think, 
when Saul talked of giving Samuel a fee, he meafured him.by. 
himfelf, or by his fons, as if he muft be hired to do.an honeft 


Tfraelite a kindnefs, and were like the falfe prophets, that. diz. 


vined for money, Mic. iti. 11. He came-to Him as:a fortune~ 
teller, rather than as @ prophet ; and therefore thought the 
fourth part of a fhekel was enough to give him. But it rather 
feems to be agreeable to the general ufage of thofe times, as it 
is to natural equity, that thofe who fowed fpiritual. things, 


fiould reap not only eternal things, from him that employs” 


them, but temporal things, from thofe for whom they are em- 
_ ployed. Samuel-needed not their money; nor would:he have. 
denied them his advice, if they had not bought it; it is pro- 
bable, when he had it, he gave it to the poor: but.they brought 
it to him: as a token of their refpect, andthe value they put up- 
on his office. Nor did he refufe it, for they were able to give 
it; and though it was but a little,. it was as the widow’s mite. 
_ But Saul, as he never thought of going to the man of God, till 


_ the fervant propofed it ;.fo it fhould feem -he mentioned the» 
want of a prefent, as an objection againft their going, would not. 
own, that he had money in his pocket ;. but when the fervant. 


gencroufly offered to be at the charge, then, well faid, faith 
Saul, come let us-go. Moft people love a cheap religion, and 
like it beft, when they can devolve the expence of it-on others, 
(5.) The hiftorian here takes notice of the name.tten gi- 

_ ¥en to prophets ; they called them /eers, or feeing men, ver. Q.. 
“Not but that the name prophet was then ufed, and applied’ to 
fuch perfons, but, that of /eers.was more in ufe. ~ Note, Thofe 


that are prophets muft firft be feers; they who undertake to 


_ to thofe things themfelyes. 
11 FY dnd as they went up the hill to the 
city, they found young maidens going out to 
draw water, and faid unto them, Is the feer 
here? 12 And they anfwered them, and faid, 
Hes; behold, be is before you: make: hafte 


fpeak to others.of the things ofGod, muft have an infight. in, 
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now, for he came to-day to the city ; for there 
7s a facrifice of the people. to-day in the high 
place, 13 As foon as ye be come into the city, 
ye thall ftraightway find him, before he go up: 
to the high place to eat : for the people will not 
eat until he come, becaufe he doth blefs the fa- 
crifice, and afterwards they eat that be bidden.. 
Now therefore get you up, for about this time 
ye fhall find him. 14 And they went up into 


_ the city: and when they were come into the 


city, behod, Samuel came out again{t them, for 
to go upto the high place. 15 € Now the 
Lorp had told Samuel in his ear a day before 
Saul came, faying, 16 To-morrow about this 
time I will fend thee a man out of the land of 


| Benjamin, and thou fhalt anoint him zo be cap- 
_ tam. over my people Ifrael, that he may fave 


my people out of the-hand of the Philiftines :. 
for I have looked upon my people, becaufe 
their cry is:come unto me. 17 And when Sa- 


-muel faw Saul; the Lorp faid unto him, Be: 


hold the man whom I fpake to thee of:. this 


_ fame fhall reign over my. people. 


Flere, 1. Saul, by an ordinaryinquiry, is directed to Sa- 


- muel, ver. 11,14. Gibeah of Saul was not twenty miles 


from Ramah, where Samuel dwelt, and was near to Mizpeh, 
where he often judged Ifrael; and yet, it feems, Saul had li- 


_ ved fo very privately, and. had taken fo little notice of public 
‘affairs, that. he had never feen Samuel; for when he met him, 


ver. 18. he did not know him : fo that there was no caufe to. 


~ fufpeét any fecret compact or collufion between them in this 


matter. I knew him not, faith John Baptift concerning Chrift,. 
John i. 31. Yet Ido not think it any commendation to 
Saul, that he was a ftranger to Samuel. However, the maid. 
fervants of Ramah, whom they met: with at the places of draw- 


"ing water, could give him and his fervant intelligence concern- 
_ ing Samuel ;. and very: particular they were in their directions, 


ver, 12, 13. We fhould always be ready to give what affift- 
ance we can to thofe that are inquiring after God’s prophets, 
and further them in their inquiries, = : 
Even the maidsfervants could téll them, (1.) That there was 
a facrifice that day. in the high place; it being either an ordi- 
nary feftival, or an extraordinary day of prayer and thank{giv- 
ing, with which facrifices were joined. The tabernacle being: 
deprived of the ark, the altar there -had not now the reputa- 
tion it had formerly had’; nor were they tiedto it a they would’ 
be, when God had again.chofen a place to put his name in, and: 
therefore now other places. were allowed. Samuel built an al-. 


tar at Ramah, chap. vii. 17. and here we have him making — 
_ ufe of that altar. (2, ).That Samuel came that day to the city,. 


either from his circuit or from his country-feat, He was fuch» 


. a.public perfon, that his motions were generally known. (3.) ~ 
- That: this was juft the time of their meeting to fea(t before the 


Lord upon the facrifice: About this time you will find him in the. 
{treet going up to the high place. They knew the hour of the 
folemn featt. 
came ;. not only becaufe he was the worthieft perfon, and they 
ought in good manners to {tay for him ; and he was, as fome 
think, the maker of this feaft, the facrifice being offered at his. 
chargé, and upon his account ; but becaufe, as a man of God,. 
Whoever made the feaft, he mouft blefs the facrifice, i.e. thofe- 


(4-) That the people would not eat till Samuel’. 


~ manner, .be blefled, as is the Chriftian eucharift. 
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parts of the facrifice which they feafted vpom; which! may be: 
confidered, [1.] As a common meal. And fo this-is: an in- 
{lance of that great duty of craving a blefling upon our meat 
before we partake of it. We cannot expect. benefit by. our 
food without that blefing ; and we have tio reafon to expect that 
blefling, if we do not pray for it. ‘Ehus we muft: give glory 
to God as our benefactor, and own our dependance upon him, 
aad our obligations:to him. Or, [2.] As a religious folem- 
nity. 
mony, Samuel bleffed it ; i. e. he prayed over it, and offered 


_ up fpiritual facrifices with it, which were the fubftance ; and 


afterwards, when the holy duties: were performed, they did 
eat, Let the foul firlt.be ferved. ~ The feaft upon the facrifice 
‘being a facred rite, it was requifité that fhould, in-a. particular 
They fealt- 
_ed in token of their reconciliation to God by virtue of the fa- 
crifice, ‘and: their participation-of the benefits of it. And Sa: 
mtsal, bhefledat'; ite. he prayed to God to grace the folemnity: 
with.his {pecial prefence, that it might anfwer thofe-great ends, 
_ Bifsop Hall obferves, what a,particular account thofe maid- 
fervants could give of the ufages of thofe.facred fealts, and in- 
férs-from it, that ‘where there is practice and example’ of pie- 
** ty in the better fort, there willbe a refleQion of it upon the 
** meanell. 
*¢ places ;. for we fhall beymuch to blame, if. all goodnefs. fall 
** belide.us.” 
Saul and his fervant followed the directions given them, and 
very opportunely met-Samuel going to the high place, the fy- 
nagogue of the city, ver. 14. This feemed purely accidental; 
but the.divine:providence: ordered it for the forwarding of this 


greatevent: ‘he wife God ferves very greatand certain pur-: 
pofes,.by very {mall and cafual occurrences: A’ fparrow lights” 


not toithe.ground, without’our Father. 


\- 2s Samuel,.by an-extraordinary revelation, is informed con- 
He was a feer, and therefore muft fee this ina | 


cerning Saul. 
way peculiarito: himfelf. 


iff, God had told: him the day before;: that-he' would, at’ 
this time, fend him the man that fhould: ferve ‘the people of | 

- Tfrael for: fuehia king as they withed to have /ike all the na- 
tions, ver. 155 16. He told himvin'his-ear, ive. ‘privately, by” 


a feeret whifper to his: mind, or, perhaps, by-a ftill-fmall voice, 
fome,foft and gentle foundsiconveyed to his ear, probably when 


’- hewas_praymg in fecret for direétion in that and other affairs 
ofithe nation. He:had {poken in the ears of the Lord, chap. 
vilix.21. and now God /poke-in his. ear, in token’ of friend {hip » 

and familiarity 3 for he revealeth' his. Secrets to his fervants the: 


prophets, asfecrets in ther ear, Amos iii 7. God told him 


before, that.it might not ‘be a furprife to-him:; and; perhaps, it’ 


was)in.expedation of it, that he: appointed’ the feaft ‘and the: 


facrifice, forthe: imploring of Ged’s bleffing upon ‘this great! 
_ and importantvaffair,. though’ he might keep the particular oc-- 
cafion-in’ his own breait, God having only! told it’ him in: his ° 
ear: The Hebrew. phrafe is, He uncovered the car of Sa- 
muel; to which fome allude, for the explication of the way of: 


God’s revealing himfelf to us; he not only fpeaks, but uncovers: 


“oun ears We have naturally acovering on our ears, fo that 
We perceive: not what ’God faith, Job xxxili. 14.3 but when, 


"God willmanifeft himfelf to-a foul, he uncovers the ear, faith 


LEphphatha, be opened; he takes the veil from off the heart, 2°} | 


Cor. iii. 16. 3 . i 

ThoughGod had in difpleafiire: granted-their requel® for a. 
king, yet here he fpeaks tenderly of Ifrael; for even in wrath: 
he-remembers mercy. {1.) ‘He:calls them again and’ again, Ais 
peoples though a peevith, provoking people, yet ‘mine: ftilh’ 


_ (2.) He fends aman to be captain over them, that they might: | 


notibeva-body without ahead, and to favetem out of rhe Kantls 


1 & 
{ 
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When the facrifice was offered, which: was the cere-* 


It, is‘no {mall- advantage to: live ine religious: 


7 


of the Philiftines; which perhaps was more than many of them 
aimed at in defiring a king. (3.) He doth it with a gracious 
refpect'to them and to their cry, J have /ooked upon my peoples 
and their cry is come unto me. He gratified them with what 
they cried for, as the tender mother humours the froward © 

‘child, left'it fhould break its hearts And (as Bifhop Patrick 
obferves) though he would not hear their cry, to relieve thena’ _ 
again{t the oppreffion of their kings, chap, vii. 18.; yet he was ~ 
{o gracious as to'make thofe kings inftruments of their deliver= 
ance from the’ oppreflion of their neighbours; which was more. 

_ than they had reafon to expect. Fp are 

zdly, When Saul came up towards him in’ the ftreet, God 

again -whifpered Samuel in the ear, ver. 17. Behold the man 

whom I fpake to thee of. Saul being a man of unufual ftature, © 

_ it is natural to think, that Samuel fixed his eye upon him at a 

_ diftance; atid, perhaps, looked the moré wittly towards him, . 

| becaufe the hour was now conte, when God would-fend him 

| the-man that’ fhould be king’ of Ifrael ; and he fancied this 

| might be he: but that he might be filly fatisfied, God told 

_ him exprefsly, That'is the man that foall refrain (for magif- 

| trates are heirs.of reftraint) in my people Lfrael. rg s 

| 18 Then.Saul drew near to Samuel in’ the 

| gate, and-faid, Tell.me, I-pray thee;. where the 

‘feer’shoufe in. x 9g ‘And Samuel anfwered Saul, 

_and faid; I'am the feer: go up before’ me unto 

_ the high place, for ye fhall eat with me to-day; 

| and to-morrow I will let. thee: go, and.wilktell.’ 

_theeall-that isin thine heart. 20 And as for: 

| thine affes that: were. loft‘ three days’ago, fet: 

| mot'thy mind on them, for they: are found: and’ 

| on whom is all the defire of [rael? is i¢ not on: 

thee, and on: all. thy father’s: houfe? 21 And- 

| Saul anfwered and faid,. 4mmnot: Ica: Benjamite,. 

of the {malleft of the tribes of Ifrael? and - aiy? 

| family the leaft’of all the families of the tribe 

| of Benjamin? wherefore then. fpeakeft thou fo. 

to me? 22 And Samuel took Saul, and his fer- 

‘vant, and brought’ them into the-parlour, and. 

made them fit in the chiefeft place among them ~ 

that were bidden, which were about thirty per-. 

| fons.. 23 And Samuel faid unto the’cook, Bring. 

‘the portion which I gave:thee, of which I:faid 


unto thee, Set itby thee. 24 And the: cook 

| took up the: fhoulder, and that which-was upon 

it, and fet 7¢ before Saul: and Samuel faid, Be~ 
hold, that: whichis left, fet iz-before thee; and. _ 
eat for unto this:time: hath it been “kept: fore 
thee, fnce T faid} I have invited:the people: fo 
Saul did eat with Samuel that day. LA 
'when.they were come down from the high.place. 
intothe city, Samuel communed w 
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Chap. IV. 


Samuel faid to Saul, Bid the fervant pai on 
before us (and he paffed on), but ftand thou 
' ftill a while, that I may fhew thee the word of 
God. — : 


"Providence having at length brought Samuel and Saul toge- 
ther, we haye here an account of what pafled between them in 
the gate, at the fea{t, and in private. ~ 


1. In the gate of the city. Pafling through that Saul found 


x . 


him, ver. 18.; and little thinking that'he was Samuel himfelf, . 
_ diked him the way to Samuel’s houle: TeH/ me where. the /eer’s 


houfe is, for there he expeéted to find him. See how mean 
a figure Samuel made, though fo great a man. He took no 
ftate, had not any attendants, no enfigns of honour carried be- 
fore him, nor any diftinguifning habit, no not when he went 


to church ; but appeared, in all refpeéts, fo much a common . 
perfon, that Saul, though he was told he should meet him, ne- | 
ver fufpected that it was he, but, as if he looked more like a | 


porter than a prophet, afked him ‘the way to the feer’s houfe. 

Thus is great worth oftentimes hid under a very defpicable 
appearance. Samuel knew it was not the’houfe, ‘but ‘the man 
‘that he wanted ; and therefore anfwered him, Zam the feer, 
the perfon you inquire for, ver. 19. Samuel knew him before 
the knew Samuel. “Thus, though all that are. called to the 
Kingdom of glory are-brought to kaow God, yet firlt they were 
known of him, Gal. iv. 9. 


‘Now, (1.) Samuel obliges htm to flay with him till the 
mext day., The greateft-part of this day had been fpent in fa- | 
-crificing, and the reft of it-was-to be {pent in holy feafting ; | 

-anditherefore to-morrow Iwill let thee go, and not fooner. | 
Now go up before me to the high places \et us pray together, | 
Saul had nothing in his | 
wind but to-find his affes; but Samuel would take him off | 
from that care, and difpofe-him to the exercifes of piety ; and | 
therefore bids him go to the high place, and go before him, be- | 
-cauile, it may be, fome -ufinefs obliged Samuel to call by the | 
(2.) He fatisfies him about his affes: ver. 20. Set not | 
_. thy mind on them, be not in further care about them, they are | 
found. By this Saul might perceive that he was a prophet ; | 
; that he could give-him an anfwer to the inquiry which he had 
_-not yet made, and tell -him what he thought ; and from thence | 
might infer, if a man of God could do this, much more doth | 
God himfelf anderfland our thoughts afar off. (3-) He ‘fur- | 
rifeth him with an intimation of preferment before him: Oa | 
savhom is all the defre of I/racl? 1s it not a king that they are © 


"and then we will walk together. 


way. 


fet upon? and there is.never a man in Ifael that will fuit them 


fo as thou wilt. It doth not appear, that the country had as | 
_ yet any eye upon him for the government, ‘becaufe they had 
ten it wholly to God to chufe for them ; but fuch a one as — 

“the they wifhed'for. ‘And his advancement would be the ad- | 
'. -yancement of his-family and relations, as Abner, and others. 
_. To'this ftrange intimation Saul returns a very modeft an- 


fwer, ver. 21. Samuel, he thought, did but banter him, be- 
caufe he was a tall man, but a very unlikely man to be a king; 


for though the hiftorian faith, ver.’ 1. his father was a mighty 


man of power, yet ‘he himfelf {peaks diminifhingly of his tribe 
and family. .Bejamin, the youngeft, of Jacob’s fons, when 


grown up to be a man, he was called a litile one, Gen. xliv. 


_ 20; that tribe diminifhed by the war of Gibeah ; and J am a 


Ben, 


sede 


dda, 2d. Me 


é t e 


Es ww RG 


njamite ; my family the leaf ; probably a younger hovfe; not 
Gn any place of honour or ‘truft, no not in their own tribe. 
Gideon had expreffed himfelf thus, Judg. vi. 15. An hum- 
ble difpofition.is a good prefage of prefermment. id 
2. At the public feaft. hither Samuel took him and his — 
Aervant. Though the advancing of Saul would be the depo- | 
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fing of Samuel; yet that good prophet was fo far from envying 
him, or bearing him any ill-will for it, that he was the fir{t and 
forwardeft man to do him honour tn compliance with the will 
of God. If this be the man whom God has chofen, though 
he be none of Samnel’s particular friends, or confidents ; yet he 
is heartily welcome to his table, nay, :to his bofom. We may 
fuppofe, it was no unfeafonable kindnefs to Saul.to give him a 
meal’s meat: for it feems, by what he faid, ver. 7. that all 
their meat and money were fpent.~ But this was not all; 
Samuel treats him notas.a common perfon, but a perfon’ of 
quality and diftinétion, to prepare both him and, the people 
for what was to follow. I'wo ‘marks of honour he put upon 
him. 

iff, He fet him inthe bef place, as more “honourable than 
any other of the guefts, to whom he faid, Give this man place,’ 
Luke xiv..9. Tihough we may fuppofe the magiftrates were 


, there, who, in their own city, would claim precedency ; yet 
the malter of the feaft made Saul, and ‘his fervant too, (who, ; 


if he were a king, mutt be refpected as his prime minilter of 
{tate;) fit in. the chiefeft place, ver.'22. Note, Civil refpects 
mutt be paid to,thofe who, in civil things, have the preceden- 
cy given them by the divine providence. | 


had notice from heaven the day before of his coming, ver. 6. 
he had defigned for him, and ordered the cock to aaa for 
him, when he gave orders for inviting the guefts, and making 
preparation for-them. And what fhould this precious difh be, 
which, was fo very carefully referved forthe king elect? One 
would expeét it fhould be fomething very nice and delicate 
no, it was a plain fhoulder of mutton, ver. 23, 24- The right 
fhoulder of the peace-offerings was to be given ‘to the priefts, 
who were God’s receivers, Lev. vii. 32. Phe next in ho- 
nour to that was the left fhoulder ; which, probably, was always 
allotted to thofe that fat at the upper end of the table, and was 


Some obferve a fignificancy in this difh : the thoulder notes 
ftrength ; and the breaft, which fome think went with it, notes 
affection. He that was king, had the government upgn his fhoul- 


bofom, for they muft be dear to him. 

3. What paffed between them in private. Both that even- 
ing, and early the next morning, Samuel communed with Saul 
upon the flat roof of the houfe, ver..25, 26. We may fup- 
pofe Samuel now told him the whole ftory of the people’s de- 
fire of a king, the grounds of their defire, and God’s grant of 
it; to all which Saul, living very private, was perhaps a ftran- 
ger. He fatisfied him, that he was the perfon God had pitch- 
ed uponfor the government. And whereas Saul would ob- 
ject, that Samuel was in poffeflion, and he would not, for all 
the world, take it out of his hands ; Samuel, we may fuppofe, 
gave him all the affurances he could defire of his willingnefs to 
refign. Early in the morning he fent bim towards home, 
bronght him part of the way, bid bim fend his fervant before, 
that they.might be private, ver..27.3 and there, as we find in 
the beginning of the next chapter, he anointed him, and there- 
in fhewed him the word of the Lord; i.e. gaye him full fatis- 
faétion, that he was the perfon chofen to be king; for he would 
not jeft ‘with that facred rite. . It is by the unGion of the Holy 
Ghoft, that Chrift, the great prophet, /hews us the word of the 
Lord, 1 John ii..27. The fame anointing teacheth you.of all 
things. eA ey gi 
CAPE ASP EX 5 aaee4 
‘We left Samuel.and Saul walking together, probably fame 
private way over the fields down from Ramah, perhaps 

f ; Kk2 : ‘in 


2dly, He prefented him with the bef difh 3. which, having me 


wont to be Samuel’s mefs at other times: fo that his giving it _ ; 
-.to Saul now, was an implicit refignation'of his place to him. 


der, for he mutt bear the weight of it, and the people in his” 
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hedge, or, as the Jews fay, by a fountain. God?s “ inftitutions 
are great and honourable, though the circum{tances of their ad- 
minitration be never fo mean and defpicable. (1.) Samuel, 
by anointing Saul, affured him, that it was God’s act to make ~. 
him king: Js it not because the Lord hath anointed thee? And,. 
in token of that, the high prieft was anointed to his offices 
which fignified the conferring of thofe gifts upon -him that were | 
requifite for the difcharge of -his office. - And the fame was. 
intimated in the anointing of kings ; for whom: God calls, he. 
qualifies: and that is a good proof of a commiffion. ‘Thefe.~ 
facred unétions then ufed pointed at the great Mefliah, or a- 
nointed One, the King of the church, and High prieft of our- 
profeflion, who was anointed with the oil of the Spirit, not by 
meafure, but without meafure, and above all. the . priefts and. 
princes of the Jewith church, _ It was common oil, no doubt, 
which Samuel ufed; and we read not. of his bleffing it, or 
praying over it. Bet it was only a vial of oil that he anoint- 
ed him with ; the veffel brittle, becaufe his. kingdom would 
foon-be cracked and broken ; and the quantity {mall, becaufe. 


J 
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tn the paths of the vineyards, and Saul expecting to hear 
from Samuel the word of God. Now here we have, I, 
The anointing of Saul then and there, ver. 1. the Signs Sa- 
muel gave him, ver. 2,—6- and inflrudions, ver.4; 8. TI. 
The accomplifhment of thofe Signs to the Satisfaction of 
Saul, ver. 9,—13, TET. His return to his Sather’s houfe, 
ver. 14,-—-16. IV. His publicrelecion by lot, andfolemn 
imauguration, ver. 17,—2 5. WV. His return again to his 
own city, ver. 26, 2)» Its a great work that is here a. 
doing, the feiting up not only of a monarch, but of monar- - 
chy wfelf, in Ifrael; and therefore, in all-the advances to= 
wards it, much of God is feen. ; 
HEN Samuel took a vial of oil, and pour- 
ie ed st upon his head, and kifled him, and 
faid, Zs 2¢ not becaufe the Lorp hath anointed 
_. thee to be captain over his inheritance?’ 2 When — 
thou art departed from me to-day, then. thou 
fhalt find two men by Rachel’s fepulchre, in 
the border of Benjamin at Zelzah: and they 
will fay unto thee, The aflés which thou went. 
eft to feek are found: and lo, thy father hath 
left the care of the affes, and forroweth for you, 
faying, What fhall I do for my fon? 3 Then 
fhalt thou go on forward from thence;and thou 
thalt come to the plain 6f Tabor, and there 


I am fatisfied and very well pleafed; in pledge of which take 
this kifs. It was likewife a kifs of homage and allegiance... : 
Heth are se three men going up to God to | Bay ent oy ov in be hig thes And 
Beth-el, one carrying three kids, and another } God has aitvinited him ; and therefore we muft thus acknow- . 
‘carrying three loaves. of bread, and another cars eee ae 
~ ryinga bottle of wine. 4 And they will falute | 
thee, and give thee two loaves-of bread,which | 
thou fhalt receive of their hands, 5 After that, j 
thou fhalt come to the: hill. of God, wherejs the } 
- garrifon of the Philiftines: and it: thall come - 
_ to pafs when thow-art come thither to..the ci. | 
ty, that thou fhalt meet a company of prophets |. 
coming down from the high place, with a pial. | 
tery, and a tabret, anda pipe, and a harp be- 
fore them, and: they. fhall prophefy, 6 And ‘ 
the fpirit of the Lorp will come upon thee, and { 
thou fhalt, prophefy with them, and fhalt be | 
turned into another man. 7 And let it be when © 
thefe figns are come unto-thee, hat thou do as 
occafion fhall ferve thee, for God is with thee, 
8 And thou fhalt go down before nie to Gil. 
gal, and behold, I' will come down unto thee, | 
to offer burnt-offerings,. and to-facrifice facrj-\|> 
fices. of peace-offerings :' feven days fhalt thou +} 
tarry, till I come to thee, and fhew thee what | 
. thou en do. Oe loti is Vers anoh ah ot Mere | duit. ‘Here two men would meet him, perhaps fent on pur- 
Samuel’ is here executing the office’ of a prophet, ‘giving © pofe to look after him, and would tell him the affes found,. 
Saul full affurance from. God that hesfhould ‘be-King, ashe was} and his father was in pain concerning him, faying,. Wat /hall “te 
afterwards, according to thefe prophecies-which went before of [J da Sor my fon? He would reckon it happened vel that he- te 
him. ‘ (3 AW on ablateirad lio “FP met with thefe theflengers :_ and it is good:to eye providence. 
1. He anointed him and hiffed him, vers.1. This was noe ob in favourable conjunures, though the matter. be minute, and be Lass 
_ done in a folemn aflembly 3 but_being' done by divine: appoint->: encouraged to truft it in greater matters. fish ie rene Raion. 
ment, that made up the want of all external folemuities, ‘Nor’ Sadly, He thould next meet with others oing ‘to. Bethel, ipa 
‘was 18 ever the lefs valid for its being done in private; under a’ Where, it thould feem, there was a high place for religious Wer SA 
‘ Re a foun With aed cacti ina as oo 


and danger. [2.] Of the original of it : The Lord hath a- 


care of that, prote& it, and.order all the affairs of it for the. 
beft sas. a fteward, whom a great man fets over his. eftate, 
to manage it for his fervice,. and give an account of sit tOs)= 


which fhould come to- pafs. immediately, this Wery day: and. 
they were fuch as would not only confirm the word of Samuel: 
in general, and prove him a true prophet, but. would confirm. 
this word to Saul in particular, that he fhould be king. 
if, He fhould prefently meet with fome. that would bring. 
him intelligence from home, of the care his father’s houfe was- a 
" in concerning him, yer. 2. _ Mhefe he would. meet hard bys. 
Rachel’s fepulchre. _The firft place he dire€ts him to was a. 
fepuichre, the fepulchre of one of his anceftors ~* for Rachel: shige 
died in:travail with Benjamin: there he mult read a leture of = 
his own mortality ; and now he had a crown in his eye, mut 
think of his grave, in which all his honour would be laid in the 
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+ the influence of a fpirit of prophefy which fhould at that time 


_ ther, after they were fubdued in the Peemee of his time, 


_ 
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Nbip, and thefe men’ were bringing their facrifices thither, ver. 
3, 4. It was a token for good, to one that was defigned for 


_ the government of Iftael, wherever he came, to meet with 


‘people going to worfhip God. 
“Teaves, and the bottle of wine, which the three mén had with 


them, were defigned for facrifice, with the meat-offerings, and 


drink-offerings, that were to attend the facrifice. Yet Samuel 
tells Saul, they would give him two of their loaves, and he 


~-muft take them. “This would look to us now like the relieving 


of a beggar. “Saul muft hereafter remember the time when he 
received alms, and mutt therefore be’humble, and charitable to 
‘the poor. ©‘ But perhaps it would then be ‘conftrued a fit pre- 
fent for a prince; and as‘fuch’ Saul muft receive it; the frft 
prefent that was brought him, by fuch as knew not what they 
-did, nor why they did it; but God put it into their hearts, 


which made it the more fit to be afign to him. ‘Thefe two . 


loaves; which were the firft tribute paid to this new-anointed 
king, might ferve for an admonition to him, not to {pend the 


wealth of his crown in luxury, but {till to be content with, plain 


food. Bread is the {taf of life. 


3dly, ‘The moft remarkable fign of all; would be his joining E 


with a company of prophets that he fhould meet with, under 


‘come upon him. What God works in us by his Spirit, feryes 


s 


“much more for the confirming of faith, than™any thing wrought. - 
_ for us by his providence. He here tells him, 


3 ver. 5; 6. 
Where this would happen; at the hill 


Perhaps it was one of the articles of -Samuel’s agree- 
‘ment with them, that they fhould have a.garrifon there; or ra- 


ot ground again, fo far as to force this garrifon into that place: 
got g gain, é Agi | P 5 


_ ‘and thence God raifed up the man that fhould chaftife them. 


‘ of thefchools of the prophets was built upon it. 


There was a place that was called the ‘bill of God, becaufe one 
{pe&t.did even Philiftines themfelves pay to religion, that a.gar- 
rifon of their foldiers faffered a fchool of God's prophets to: 
live peaceably by them, 
~but not reftrain’or difturb the public exercifes of their devotion. 
(2.) Upon what océafion. He fhould meet a company of pro- 
phets with mufic before them, 
thould join himfelf. ‘Thefe prophets were not (as it ‘fhould 


- feem) divinely.infpired to foretel things to come; nor did God 
reveal himfelf to'them by dreams and vifions; but they employ- 


ed themfelves in the ftudy of the Jaw, in inftru@ing their neigh- 
‘bours, and. in the aéts of piety, edpecially in praifing God, 


wherein they were wonderfilly aflilted and enlarged by the Spi- 


nit of God, — It was happy for Ifrael that they had not only. 


prophets, but'companies of prophets, who gave them good in- 


{trudtions, and fet them’ good examples, and helped very much 
_to keep up’ religion among them. Now the word of the Lord: 
‘was not fo precious, as it had been when Samuel was firft rai- 
‘fed up, who had~been inftrumental in founding thefe colleges, 
or religious houfes ; whence, it is probable, the fynagogues took 
their. rife. 


~ the government of fuch a man, who, though he had net, asva 


_ as it did Elitha’s, 2 Kimgs iii: 15. but-we have no reafon to. 


man of war, expelled the Philiftines, yet (which was a greater 


kindnefs to “Ifracl), had, as a man of God, fettled the {chools 
of the prophets ? Mufic was then ufed as a 


difpofe the mind to receive the impreflions of the good Spirit, 


_ ook for the fame benefit by it now, unlef we faw it as effec- 


~~ Thefe prophets had been at the 
‘ facrifice, and now they came back 


L 


- 


tual as it was then in Saul’s cafe, 
high place probably offering 
finging pfalms, © We thould 


Ly 


- 


PS) Aa DE OE OB, : 


It is fuppofed thofe kids and | 


~ God in the communion of ‘faints, became another man 


(1.)° 


of God, where there was | 
a garrifon of the Philiftines ; which is fappofed to be near Gi- ; 
‘beah, his own city, for there was ‘the Philiftines garrifon, chap. - 
+ Sti <3’ 


they » 


And fuch re- } 
and did not only not diffodge them, . 


prophefying, and with them he i 


What pity was it, that [frael fhould be weary of - 


proper means to- 


to drive away the evil {pirit. | 
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come from holy otdinances with our hearts greatly enlarged in 
holy joy and praife. See Pfal. cxxxviii. 5. Saul fhould find 
himfelf {trongly moved to join with them, and fhould be turned 
thereby into-another man, from what he had‘been while he lived 
in a private capacity. The Spirit of God, by his ordinances, 
chahgeth men, wonderfully transforms them. Saul, by praifing 
3 but 
whether a new man or no, may be queftioned. : 

3» He direéts him to proceed in the adminiftration of his 
government as providence fhould lead him, and as Samuel 
fhould advife him. -¢r.) He‘matt follow providence in ordi- 
naty cafes: ver. 7- Do as occaficn fall Jerve thee. “Vake fuch 
‘méafures as thine own prudence fhall dire& thee. But, (2.) 
In an extraordinary ftrait that Would hereafter befal him at Gil- 
gal, and would be the moft critical juncture -of all other, when 
he would have fpecial need of divine aids, she muft wait for . 
Samuel to come to him, and mutt tarry Jeven days in expecta- 
‘tion of him, ver..8. How his failing in this matter: proved his 
fall, we find afterward, chap. xiii. 11. It was row a-plain in- 
timation to him, ‘that he was upon his good behaviour, and, 
though a king, mufta@-under the direction of Samuel, and do 
‘as he fhould order him. The greateft of men muit own them- 
felves in fubjecion to God and his word. = 


9 F And it was /o, that when: he had turn=_ 
ed his back to go from Samuel, God gave him 
another heart: and all thofe figns camé to pats 
that day. 10 And when they came thither 
to the hill, behold, a:company of prophets met 
him, and the fpitit of Ged eame. upon him, 
and he ‘prophefied among them, 11 And it 
came to pafs when all that knew him before- 
time, ‘faw, that behold, he prophefied among 
the prophets, then the people faid one to ano- 
ther, What is this that is come unto the fon 
of Kifh? Jr Saul alfo among the prophets? 12 
And one of the fame place aifwered and faid, 
But who zs their father? Therefore it became 
@ proverb, Zs Saul alfo among the prophets? 
13.And whew he had made an end’ of prophe-_ 
fying, he came to the high place. 14 4 And 


~Saul’s uncle faid unto him, and to his fervant, 


Whither went ye? And. he faid, To feek the 
afles: and when we faw that they were no 
where, we came to Samuel. 15 And Saul’s 
uncle faid, Tell me, I pray thee; what Samuel. 
faid unto you. 16 And Saul faid unto his un- 
cle, He told us plainly that the affes were ‘ 
-found. But of the matter of the kingdom, where- 
of Samuel fpake, he told him not. | 


Saul has now taken His leave of Samuel, much-amazed we 
may well fuppofe,.at what had been done to him,.is almoft rea. . 
‘dy to queftion, whether: he be:awake-or‘no, and whether it be 
not all a dream. Now here we are toldy: ; 

1. What occurred by the way, ver. 9: Thofe figns which: © 
Samuel-had given him, came to pals very punctually :. but that - 
which gave him the ‘greateft fatisfaGtion. of all, was this, hefound— - 
immediately that. God had given him another heart. A new 
fire was kindled invhis breaft, fuch as: he had never been before * 
acquainted with, Seeking his afles is quite out of his gay 

AAG: 


_ wer. LT, -12. 
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aod he thinks-of nothing-but fighting the Phil fines, and re- 
dreffing the grievances of Mrael ; ; making laws, adminiltring | 
juttice; and providing for the public fafety: thefe are-the things 
that now fill:his head. -He.finds himfelf raifed:to fuch a. pitch 
of boldnefs and bravery, «as. he never thought, he fhould have | 
been confcious to -himfelf of. He has no longer the heart of ' 
-a hufbandman, that is low, and mean, and-narrow,. and-con- 
cerned only about -his corn and. cattle; but the heart of.a flatef- 
man, a.general, a pringes Whom God calls to fervice, he 
will.make fit-for it. 1f he advance to another ftation, he will 
:give another ‘heart, to thofe who fincerely defire to ferve -him 
with their power. 
2. What occurred when he came near home: ‘They came 
to the hill, ver. 10. i. e..to Gibeah, or.Geba, which fignifies a 
Aill. And fo the Chaldee here takes it as. a proper name. He - 
‘met with the prophets, as Samuel had.told him, and the Spirit 


of God came upon him; ftrongly and fuddenly, fo the word 


fignifies ;~ but not fo as to reft and.abide upon him. It came 
on, fo as to go off quickly. However, for the prefent it had 
a {trange effeat upon him; for he immediately joined the.pro- 
phets in their devotion, a that with as good a decorum, and 
as great a,tranfport of affeétion as any of them : He prophefigd 


among them. 


Now, 1/, His prophefying was publicly ue notice. of, 
He was now among-his acquaintance, who, when 
they ee him among the prophets, called one another to come 
and fee a {trange fight. This would prepare them to accept 
of him as a. king, though one of themfelves, when they had 


feen how God had advanced him to thé honour of a prophet. © 


The feventy elders prophefied before they were made judges, 


Numb. xi. 25. Now, (1.) ‘They all admired toifee Saul a- 
mong the prophets. What is this that is come to the fon of 
Kifb? Though this {chool of the prophets was near his father’s 
houfe, yet-he had never affociated with them, nor fhewed them 
any refpect ; perhaps had fometimes fpoken flightly.of them ; 
and now, to fee him prophefying among them, was a furprife 
to.them, as it was long after,. when his namefake, in the New ™ 
‘Teftament, preached that gofpel which he had before perfecu- 
ted, A&s xi. 21. Where God gives another heart, it will 
foon thew itfelf. Ae: ) One of them, that was wifer than the | 


Pe reft; ‘afked, Who is their father, or inftruétor? Is it not God ? 
are they not all taught*of him? do they not all owe their gifts 


ta him? And is he-limited? cannot he make Saul a prophet, 


"vas wellias.any of them, if he pleafes? Or, is not Samuel their 


father? Under God, he was fo: 
been with him, which, by his fervant, he might know. 


and Saul had now lately 
‘No’ 


"marvel for him to prophely who. lay laft night under Samuel’s 


4 


roof. (3.) It became a proverb, commonly ufed i in Ifrael, 
when they would. exprefs their wonder at a bad man’ s either 
becoming good, or, at leaft, being found i in good company, Is, 
Saul among the prophets? Note, Saul among the prophets is a 
wonder. toa proverb. Let not the worft be defpaired of; yet 
let not an external fhew of devotion, and a fudden change for 
the prefent, be too much relied on; for Saul among the pro- 
phets was Saul ftill. 

But, adly, His being anointed was kept private. When he~ 
had done prophefying, (1.) It fhould feem he uttered all his 


- words before.the: Lord, and recommended, the affair to, his, fa-— 


_ cealed it-from: his relations. 


vour ; for he went ftraight toathe high place, ver. 13. to give 
God thanks for his mercies torhim, and:to pray -for’ the conti- 
nuance of thofe mercies. But, (2.)/ He: induftrioufly con 
His uncle, who either met awith | 
him at the high place, or light of: him as foon as he came home, 
took him to examination, ver. £4. Saul owned, for his fer- 
vant knew it, that they/had beemwith Samuel,. antk that he told | 


them the afles were-found, but faid not a Lword, of the kingdom, 


5 A MY ek: 


to proclaim it, he wou 


your tribes, and by your thoufands. 


Cha pe fee 


ver, ie 1g. This was an inflance, -[1.]. Of Ais: humility, 
Many a one would have been fo elevated with this. farprifing 
elevation, as to proclaim it upon the houle- top. But Saul, tho’ 
he might pleafe him{clf with it inhis own breaft, did not pride 
himfelf in it among his neighbours. -'Phe heirs of the kingdom. 
of glory are well enough Paes that the world, knows them not, 
1 John iii. 1. [2.] Qf his prodence. Had he beem forward 
have been envied, and.he knew not - 
what difficulty that._might have created him. Samuel had com. 
municated jt.to him as a fecret, and he knows, how to keep 
counfel, ‘Thus.it appeared, that he had another. heart,, a. heart 
fit for government, {3-]-OF his dependance upon God. He 
doth not go about to make an. intere{t for hinafelf, but Jeaves 
it to God to carry,on his.own work by Samuel, and, for his 
own part, fits {till, to, fee how the. matter.will fall, |, 


- 


17 § And. Samuel called. the people toze- 
ther unto the Lorp to Mizpeh; 18 And faid 
unto the -children of Irael, Thus faith the 
Lorp God of Lael, ‘I brought up Trael out of 


Egypt, and delivered you out of the ‘hand of 


the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all king- 
doms, and of them that opprefled you, 419 
And ye have'this day rejected your ‘God, who 
himfelf faved you out of all your adverfities, 
and your tribulations: and ye ‘have faid unto 
him, Nay, but fet a king over us. ‘Now. there- _ 
fore prefent yourfelves before the Lory by~ 
20 And 
when Samuel had caufed all the tribes of Ifrael 
to come near, the tribe of Benjamin was taken. - 
2a When he had caufed the tribe.of- Benjamin t to 


come near by their families, the: family of Matri* 
+ was taken,and Saulthefon of Kithy wastaken? and 


when they fought him, he could not be found. 22 
Therefore they. inquired of the Lorn further, ifthe 


man fhould: yet come thither: and the Lorp an- 
| fwered, Behold, he hath hid himfelf among the . 
ftuff. 23 And they ran and fetched him thence: 


and when he {tood among the people, he was 
higher than any of the people, from his fhoulders © 
and upward. 24 And Samuel faid to all the — 
people, See ye him whom the ‘Lorp hath 
chofen, that there is none like him among all 


the people? And all the people fhouted, and. 
faid, God fave the king. - 
told:the people the manner of the kingdom, 


25 Then Samuel. 


and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before : 
the: Lorn: and. ean iel fent. all the people ; A. 
way, every man to his houfe. 26 q And Saul 
alfo went home to: Gibeah, and :there- went with — 
him a band ‘of men, » whofe hearts God had 
touched. 27 But the children of Belial faid, 


‘How fhall this nian fave us? And ioe 
him, and eaneha binA no prelents: shalt ne 
his. aaa Na aa 


oe 


ants pominatign to hg ane ‘eee ae Hig in - 
a general 


’ a 


‘\Ghaypae 


_ than upon the almighty arm, 
And fome make’ their obftinacy. in’ ’ 


- off whom, they caft off God, 


“had, by the fpirit-of prophecy, 
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a genetal affembly of the’ elders of Iftael, the reprefentatives 
of their refpédtive tribes at Mizpeh. It is probable’ this con- 
vention of the ftates' was called, as foon as conveniently it 
might; after Saul was anointed ¢ for if there mult be a change 
im their government, the fooner the better: it might be of bad 
confequence to be long in the doing. The people being met 
in afolémn aflembly, in which God was in a peculiar manner 
prefent; and therefore it's faid, they were called together unto 
the Lord, vet17. Samuél a@s for God among them. 

1. He reproves ‘them’ for cafting off the government of a 
prophet, and defiring that of a captain: fhews them, ver. 18. 
how happy they had been under a divine tegimen. When 
God ruled them, he delivered them out of the hand of them that 
oppreffed them: and what would they defiré more?’ Could the 
mightieft man'of valotr dé that for! them, which the almighty 
God had done? He likewife thews them ver. 19. what an af- 
front they had-put upon God, who ‘had himfelf Javed them: out 
of ak their tribulaiions, by his own power, and by fuch as he had 
immediately called and qualified, in defiring a king to fave them. 
He tells them in plain ‘terms, 2% hav? this ‘day reje&ed your God, 
you have in effeé done it, fo he confltués i 3; and might juftly, 
for your fo doing, reje&t you. They that can live better by fenfe 
than by faith, that flay. themf&lves upon’an arm of flefh, rather 
forfake a fountain of living wa- 
ters for broken cifterns, 
this ‘niatter; to be a'prefage of their rejecting Chrift, in cafting 
that ‘he fhould’ not reign’ over 
them, Pits j 

2. He puts them upon chafing their king by Jot. He knew 
whom God had chofén, and had already anointed him; but 
he knew alfo the peevithnefs of that people, and that there 
were thofe among . them, who- would not acquiefce in the 
choice, if it depended upon his fingle teftimony: and therefore 


that every’ tribe, and: every family of the chofen tribe might: 


pleafe themfelves. with: having a throw for it, he calls them to 
the lot, ver. 19s.) Benjamin is taken out of all the tribes, ver, 
20. and. out: of that tribe, Saul the-fon of Kith, ver. 21. By. 
this method. it would appear to the people, as it already appear- 
ed to Samuel, that ‘Saul was appointed of Godto be king ; for 
the difpofal of the'lot is of the Lord. Tt would alf prevent all 
difputes and exception’ ; for the lot caufeth contention to ceafey 
and parteth between the mighty. When: the tribe of Benjamin 
“was taken, they might eafily forefee, that they were fetting up 
2 family, that would foon be put down again; for dying Jacob 
entailed the dominion upon ju. 
dah : that is the tribe’ that mutt rule as-a lion, Benjamin JSoall 
only, raven asa wolf; Gen. xlix. 10, 27. Thofe therefore 
that knew the {criptures, could not be very fond of doing that 
which they forefaw muft ere long be undone again. 
gilt is with much ado, 
of the Lord, that Saul is at length produced, 


name at the firft call; but, inftead of that; 


none of his friends 


could find. him, ver. 2t.he had hid himflf among the puffy: 


ver. 22. So little fond was he now of that power, which 


yet, when he was in poffeffion of it, he could not, without.the 
Atmoft indigaation, think of. parting: with.- He withdrew; in. 


hopes that, upon/his not appearing, they would proceed to an- 


_ other choice ; or thus to exprefs his modefty, for, by what 
had already paffed, he knew he mutt be the man. We may’ 


i 


fuppofe, he was at this time really averfe to take upon him the 
Bovernment, (1.) Becanfe he was confcious to himfelf of un- 
fitnefs for-fo great a truft. ‘He.had not beet bred up to-books, 
Or arms, or courts, and feared he thould’be guilty. of fome fa- 


_ fal blunder. (2.) Becaufe it would expofe him to the envy. 
ofhis neighbours that were ill affected towards him, 


(3:) 


» 
~ 


RioS AM UF or: 


Out, on whom: the lot fell, 


-and not without: further inquiries 
ed. When the lot: 
fell ‘upon him, every one expected that he -fhould anfwer to his- 
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Becaufe he underftood, by what Samuel had faid, that the peo- 
» ple finned in afking a king, and it was'in anger that God prante 
_ €d their requelt, 4.) Becaufe the affairs of Firael were at this 
time in a bad pofture : the Philiftines’ were (trong, the Am- 
| Monites threatening; and he mift be bold indeed, that will fet 
failin a ftorm. | 


. But the congregation believing that choice’ well made which. 


God himfelf made, would leave no way untried’ to find him 
They inguired of the Lord, either 
_ by the high prieft, and his breatt-plate of judgment, of by. Sa- 
muel, and his {pirit of prophecy: and the Lord direted thena 
where they fhould find him, 


thence they fetched him, ver. 23. ' Note, None will’ be lofers 


at laft by their humility and modefty.. Honour, - like the fha-- 
dow, follows thofé that flee froni-it, but flees from’ thofe that. ; 


purfue it. —— 

4. Samuel prefents him to the people, and’ they accept of 
him. “He needed ‘not mount the bench or fcaffold to be {eén,- 
when he f{tood upon even ground with the reft, he topt them all, 
was feen above them all; for he was taller than any of them, by’ 
head and /boulders, ver..2 3+ Look you, faith Samuel; what a 
king God has chofen ‘for you, juft fuch a one as you withed for 3: 
there is none like him among all the people, that has f much ma- 
jefty-in this countenance, fuch a graceful ftatélinefs in -his mein, 
and is in the crowd like a cedar among the fhruibs. Let your: 
own eyes be judges : is he' not a’ brave and gallant man ? The, 
people hereupon fignified their asprobation of the choice, and 
their acceptance of him ; they Soouted and Jaid, let the king live: 
z. é. let him long reign ‘ver us, in health and profperity. Sub-- 
jects were wont to teltify their affection: and. allegianée to their 
prince, by'their good withes, and thofe turned (as our trafla- 
tion'doth this) into addreffes to God, Pal. Ixxiie.1 5. Prayer” 
Jeall be'made for him continiially, Pfal. xx 1. Samuel had 
told them, “they would be foon weary of their: I 
thé mind they are now in, they will never be'fo > Let him'live.- 

5, Samuel fettles’ the: original contra@ betiveen’ 
leaves it upon record, ver, 2 
manner of the king, chap. viii. 11. how he’ would. abufe his ’ 


He fixed the Janid: 
that neither might encroach upon the 
underftand one another at firft, andlet’ the: agreement «remain * 
in black and. white, and that will 
ing between them ever after. 
thinks, he now repeated and regiftered What he had told them, 
chap. vil. 11. of the arbitrary power their kings would’ affume ; : 
that it might‘ hereafter be a’ witnefs again{t them, that they had_ 
drawn the calamity upon themfelves; for’ they: were warned : 
what it would’ come to, and 
6. The conyention was 


3 if therefore he afterwards think fit to take what. 
give, which yet it ‘was neceflary he- 
They. went every? 
man to his houfe, pleafed with'the name’of a king ‘over them3.. 
and Saul alfo went home to Gibeah, to his father’s houfe, not 
puffed up with the name of a kingdom under him.- At Gic- 
no court, yet thither he 
as one mindful of the. rock ‘out. 
of which he was‘hewn, he will make his owa city the royal city, . 
nor will’ he be afhamed (as too many are when they’are pre-- 
ferred) of his mean relations. Such a humble’ fpirit’ as this 
puts 


hid among the ‘carriages; and. 


a 
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puts a beauty and luftre upon. great advancements. ‘The con- 


dition rifing, and the mind notirifing with it, behold how good. 


and pleafant i it is. 
But how did the people ftand affeéted to their new king ? 


The generality of them, it fhould feem, did not fhew them-_ 


Clues much concerned ; they went every man to his own houfe; 
their own domettic “fairs lay nearer their hearts, than any in- 
terefts of the public ; this was the general temper. 
There were fome {fo faithful as to attend him, ver. 26. a band 
of men whofe hearts God had touched. Not the body of the 


"people, but.a fmall company, who, either becaufe they were 


fond of their own choice of a king, or. becaufe they were 
pleafed with God’s choice of this King, or-becaufe they have fo. 


much more fenfe than their neighbours, ‘as to conclude, that if J: 
he be a king, he mutt be refpeéted accordingly, went with him: 


to Gibeah aschis life-guard. There were thofe whofe hearts. 
God had touched, in this inftance, to do their duty. Note, 
Whatever good there is in us, or is done by us, at any time, 
it muft be afcribed to the grace of God. If the heart bend 
at any time the right way it is becaufe he has. touched ‘it, One 
touch is enough, when it is divine. se 
(2.) There, were others fo fpiteful-as to affront him ; chil: 

dren of Belial, men that would endure no yoke, that would be 
pleafed with nothing that either God or Samuel did: they 


defpifed him, ver. 27. for the meannefs of his tribe and family, < 
the fmallnefs of his eftate, and’privacy. of his educations and’ 
they faid, How fhall this man fave us ? Yet they did not pro- | 
pofe any man more likely ; nor,. whoever they had, muft their: - 
falvation come from the man, but from God: ‘They would not: | 
join with their neighbours in teftifying an affetion to-lim and. J. 
‘ voices, and wept. 
on his accefhion to the crown. Perhaps thofe difcontented fpi- |: 
rits were moft earneft for a king ; and yet, now they had one,. [/ 


_his government, by bringing him prefents, or addrefling ftim up- 


they quarrelled with him, becaufé he was not altogether fuch. 
a one as themfelves, It was reafon enough for them not to 
like him, becaufe others did. Thus differently are men affec- 
ted to our exalted Redeemer. 
the holy hill of Zion : 
rejoice in him, bring him prefents, and follow him wherever 
he goes; and they are fuch whofe hearts God has touched, 
whom he has made willing in the day of his power: but there 


_ are others who defpife him, who afk, How /hall this man fave 


us? ‘They are offended in him, {tumble at his external mean: 
ats, and they will be broken by it. 


Laftly, How did Saul refent the ill carriage of thofe that 


were difaffected to his government? Hé held his peace; margin, 
He was as though he had been.deaf. ‘He was {fo far from’ re- 
fenting it, that he feemed not +o take notice of it.. Which 
was an evidence both of his ‘humility and modetty,. and the 
mercifulnefs of his difpofition, and dlfo, that lie was well’ fatis- 


fied in his title to the crown; for thofe are commonly moft’ 


jealous of their honour, and mot revengeful of affronts, that: 


gain their power by ill means. 
was affronted, for it was the day of his eis but there i Is 


a Hay of recompence coming. 


\ 


CHAP... XI. 
In this chapter we have the firft fruits of Saul’s government, 
inthe glorious refeue of Fabefb-gilead out of the bands of 
the Ammonites. Let not Ifrael thence infer, that therefore 


_ they did well to afk a king, God could and would have fa- . 


_ wed them without one; but let them admire God’s good- 
neft, that he did not reje@ them, when they rejected him, 
and acknowledge his wifdom in the choice of the perfon, 
thom if he did not find fit, yet be made fit for the great 
iruft he called him to, and enabled, in fome meafure, to merit 


S&P 


But, (1.). 


- God hathpfet him King upon: | 
there is a remnant that fubmit-to him, 


Chrift held his peace, when he. 


~ them incapable, though not of labour. 


- Chiap. XI. 


~ 


’ 


the crown by his public fervices, Before i it ts fixed on pis. 


head by the puble approbation. Here 1s, I. The great 


extremity to which the city of Fabe/b-gilead was reduced, 


on the other fide Jordan, by the Ammonites, ver. I,—3. 
TI. Saul*s great readinefs to come to their relief, where-. 

3 by he fignalized himfelf, ver. 4,—10. Ill, The good uc 
cefs of his attempt, by which God. fignalized him, ver. 1%. 
IV. Sau/’s tendernefs, notwithfanding this, towards thofe 
that had oppofed him, ver. 12, 13. W. The public confir- 
mation and recognition of his seit to the ie heel 
Wer. 14515; a 
HEN Nahath. the ‘Agnmonee came up,. 
_and encamped againft Jabefh-gilead : and 


all the men of Jabefh faid unto Nahafh, Make: 
_@ covenant with us, and we, will ‘(ge thee.. 


2, And Nahath the ‘Ammonite an{wered them,,. 
Qn this condition will I make a covenant with 


| you,. that I may thruft out all your right eyes, 


and lay it for a reproach upon all Ifrael, 3. 


_ And the elders-of Jabefh faid unto him, Give. 


us feven days refpite, that we may fend meflen- 


gers unto all the coafts of Ifrael: and then if” 


there be no man to fave us, we ‘will come out: ~ 
to. thee, Then came the _meffengers_ to: 


Gibeah of Sit and told the tidings in the ears. 


of the people: and all the eee lift ae ‘their: 


i ‘The Ammonites were i neighbours to thofe es oF Ifraeli a 
* that lay next them, though defcendents from juft Lot, and for 


that reafon were dealt civilly with by Ifrael. See Deut. ii.. 


19. Jephthah in his time had humbled them; but now the: 
fin of Ifrael had put them into a capacity to make head again, 
and avenge that ‘quarrel. 
_ fome ages ago deftroyed by Ifrael’s fword of juftice, for not ap-._ 
. pearing againft’ the wickednefs of Gibeah,, Judg. xxi. 10.5, 


The city of Jabefh-gilead had been 


and now, being replenifhed again, probably, by the pofterity ne 
thofé that then:efeaped the {word, it is in danger of being de-- 


ftroyed* by the Ammonites, as if fome ill fate attended the: ~ 


place. Nahath, king of ee, (1 Chron. XIX. Wee: el 
fiege to it. Now here, — 


1. The befieged beat a parley : ver. 1. Make @ covenant: 


4 


my 


with us, and we will forrender upon terms, and ferve thee. 


They had loft the virtue of Hraelites, elfe they had not thus: 
loft the valour of Ifraelites, nor tamely yielded to ferve an: 
Ammonite, without one bold fttuggle for themfelves. Had- 
they not, broke their covenant with God, and forfaken his fer-. 


_ vice, they: needed, not thus to have courted a covenant with. a 


pe 


Gentile nation, and offered themfelves to ferve them. _ 
2. The-Weffégers offer them bafe and barbarous conditions ;° 
they will fpare their, lives, and take them to be their fervants, ” 
pits condition they fhall put out their right eyes, ver. 2. ' The 
ileadites were content to part with their liberty and eftates, 


for the ranfom of their blood; and had-the Ammonites taken — 
- them at thetr word, the matter had been fo fettled immediate- 


ly, and the Gileadites would not have fent out for relief: but 
their abject concefions make the Ammonites more infolent _ 
in their demands, and they cannot ‘be content to have them. 


their fervants ; but, (1.) They muft torment “them, and put > - 


them to pain, exquifite pain, for fo the thrufting out of an eye 
would do, (2.) They mutt difable them for war, and render 


pa 


that would ie gh ays 


“ 


+,"* 
‘ 


— morrow by that time the fun 


a - 


oe eee I. 


ofS to their lords,. yet Of bearing arms; for in thofe times | 
_ they fought with fhields in. their: lef hands, which covered. 
their left eye, fo that a foldier without his right eye was, in ef- 
fect, blind. (3.) They mutt put a reproach upon all Ifrael, as 
weak and cowardly, that would fuffer the inhabitants of one of 
their-chief cities to be thus miferably ufed, and not offer to re- 
{cue them. ne 
_ 3- The befieged defire and obtain feven days time to confi- 
_ der of this propofal, ver, 3. If Nahafh had not granted them 
this refpite, we may fuppofe the horror of the propofal would 
have made them defperate, and they would rather have died 
with their {words in their hands, than have furrendered to fuch 
mercilefs enemies ; therefore Nahath; not imagining it poflible, 
that, in fo fhott a time, they fhould have relief, and being very 
fecure of the advantages he thought he had again{t. them, in a 
bravado gave them feven days, that the reproach upon Ifrael, 
for not refcuing them, might be the greater, and his triumphs ~ | 
the more illuftrious. But there was a providence in it, that his 
fecurity might be his infatuation ‘and ruin. 
4. Notice is fent! of this to Gibeah. They faid they would 
Send meffengers.to all the coafls of Lrael, ver. 3. which made 
_Nahafh the more fecure, for that he thought would be a work 
_of time, and none would be forward to appear, if they had not 
one common head ; and, perhaps, Nahath had not yet heard 
of the'new-eleGted king; but the meflengers, either of. their 
own accord, or by order from their mafters, went ftraight to 
Gibeah, and, not finding Saul within, told their news to the 
people, who fell a-weeping upon it, ver. 4. They would foon- 
er lament their brethrens mifery and danger, than think of help- 
ing them; fhed their tears for them, than thed their blood. 
They wept, as defpairing to help the ren of Jabefh-gilead, and _ 
fearing, left, if that frontier-city were loft, the enemy would 
penetrate into the very bowels of their Xountry, which now ap- 
peared in great hazard. ioe P55 
_5 And behold, Saul came after-the herd out 
_ Of the field, and Saul faid, What aileth the peo- 
ple that they weep ?. And they fold him the 
tidings of the men of Jabefh. 6 And the {pi- 
rit of God came upon Saul, when he heard thofe ' 
tidings, and his anger was kindled greatly. 7 
And he took a yoke of oxen, and hewed them 
in pieces, and fent them throughout all the 
_ Coafts of Ifrael by the hands of meflengers, fay- 
ing, Whofoever cometh not forth after Saul and 
after Samuel, fo fhall it be done unto his oxen : 
and the fear of the Lorn fell on the people, 
and they came out with one confent. 8 And 
_ when he numbered them in Bezek, the chil- 
dren of : Ifrael were three hundred thoufand, 
and the men of Judah thirty thoufand. 9g And 
_ they faid unto the meflengers that came. Thus 
fhall ye fay unto the men of Jabeth-gilead, To- 
2 be hot; ye fhall 
have, help. And the meflengers came and 
_ fthewed zz to the men of Jabeth, and they were 
_ glad. 10 Therefore the men of Jabefh faid, 
‘ _ To-morrow we will come out unto you, and ye 
‘fthall do with us. all that feemeth good: unto 
“you. 11 And it was fo on the morrow, that 
— Saul pu the people in three companies, and 
2 oe. I. iia 
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they came into the midi of the -hoft in the 
morning-watch, and flew the Ammonites, un- 
til the heat -of the day: and it came to pats, 
that they which remained were {cattered, fo 
that two of them were not left together. 


What is here related, turns very much tothe honour of Saul, 
and fhews the happy fruits of that other fpirit. with which he 
was endued. — Obferve here, 


1. His humility. ‘Though he was anointed king, and ac- 


cepted by the people, yet he did not think it below him to’ 
know the {tate of his own flocks, but went himfelf to {ee them, 
and came in the evening, with his fervants, after the herd out of 
the field, ver. 5. This was an evidence that he was not puffed 


up with his advancement, as thofe are moft apt to be, that are » 


raifed froma. mean eftate, Providence had not yet found him 
bufinefs_as a king ; he left all to Samuel, and- therefore, -ra- 
ther than be idle, he would, for the prefent, apply himfelf ta 
his country-bufinefs again ; though the fons of Belial would, 
pethaps, defpife him the more for it, fach as were virtuous and 


wife, and loved bufinefs themfelves, would think never the * 


worfe of him. He had no revénues fettled upon—him for the 
fupport of his dignity, and he was defirous not to be burden: 
fome to the people ; for which reafon, like Paul, he worked 
with his hands; for if he negle& his domeftic affairs, how 
muft he maintain himfelf and his family ? Solomon gives it as 
a reafon why men fhould look well to their herds, becaufe she 


crown doth not endure to every generation, Prov. xxvii. 23, 24. 


Saul’s. did not, he muft therefore provide fomething furer. 
2. His concern for his neighbours. When he perceivéd 


them in teats, he afked, What ails the people that they weep? 


Let me know, that if it is a grievance which can be redrefled, 
I may help them, and that if not, I may weep with them. 
Good magiftrates are in pain, if their fabjeéts be in tears, 

3- His zeal for the fafety.and honour of Ifrael, When he 
heard of the infolence of the Ammonites, and the diftrefs-of a 
city, a mother in Ifrael, the Spirit of God came upon him, and 
put great thoughts into his mind, and his anger was kindled 
greatly, yer. 6, He was angry at the infolence of the Am- 


monites, angry at the mean and fneaking fpirit of the men. of 


Jabeth-gilead, angry that they had not fent him notice fooner 
of the Ammonites defcent, and the extremity they were like- 
ly to be reduced to. He was angry to fee his neighbours 
Weeping, when it had been fitter for them. to have prepared 
for war. It was a brave and generous fire that was now kins 
dled in the breaft of Saul, and fuch as became. his: high fta- 
tion. . ? reat 


4- The authority and power he exerted upon this important 


occafion : he foon let Iftael know, that, though he was retired 
to his privacy, he had a care for the public, and knew-how to 
command men into the field, as well as how to drive cattle 
out of the field, ver: 5, 7. He fent fummons to all the coalts 
of Ifrael, to thew the extent of his power -beyond his owa 


tribe, even to all the tribes; and ordered all the military men” 


forthwith to appear in arms at a general rendezvous in-Bezek. 
Obferve, (1.) His modefty, in joining Samuel in commiffion 


, With himfelf; he would not execute the office of a king, with. — 


out a due regard to that of a prophet.. (2.) His mildnefS in 
the penalty threatened again{t thofe that fhould difobey his or- 
ders. He hews.a yoke of oxen in pieces, and fends the pieces 
to the feyeral cities of Iftael, with this threatening, that who- 
ever declines the public fervice, not thas {hall it be done to 
him, but thustha'l it be done to his oxen. ~ God had-threat. 
ened it as a great judgment, Deut. xxviii. Ea 
be flain before thine eyes, and thou Shalt not eas thereof. lt was 

i Sal neceflary 
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Thine ox foall ‘ 


7 


? 


& 


266 J. 


. neceflary the command fhonld be enforced with fome penalty ; 


but this was nothing fo fevere, as. that which was affixed to 
the like order by the whole congregation, judg. XXL. 5.3 Saul 
affeGting to fhew his government more gentle than that stich 
they had been under, ‘the effeét of this fummons was, that 
the militia, or trained bands’ of the nation, came out as one man ; 


and the reafon given is, becaufe the fear of the Lord fell upon ~ 


them. Saul did not affe& to make them fear bim, ‘byt they 
were influenced to obferve his orders ‘by the fear of God, and 
a regard to him.who had made Saul their king, and them 
members one of another. Note, Religion, and the feat of 
God, will make men good fubjetts, and good foldiers, and 
good friends to the public interefts of their-country. .'They that 
fear God} will make confcience of their duty to all men, par- 
aicularly to their rulers, 


5+ His condué and prudent piaceedings } in this great affair’ 


ver. ‘8. he numbered thofe that came in to him, that he might 


- know his own ftrength, and how to canton his forces im the 


~ 


beft manner their numbérs would allow. 


armicss Job XKv. 2. 


tribe of twelve, fo it was but the eleventh part of the whole 


number, thirty thoufand and three hundred and thirty; though | 
the rendezvous was at Bezek, in that tribe; they wanted et | 
. ther the numbers or the courage, or the zeal, that that tribe u- | 
fed to be famous for; fo low was it jult before the fceptre was | 


brought into it in Dad: 


6. His faith and confidence, and (grounded on that) his-cou- | 
It fhould feem that | 


sage and refolution, in this enterprife. - 
thofe very meflengers which brought the tidings from Jabeth- 
gilead, Saul fent into the country to raife the militia, who 


would be fure to be faithful and careful in their own bufinefs; |’ 
and them he now fends back fo their diftrefled countrymen, | 


with this affurance, (in which, it is probable, Samuel encoura- 


- ged him), To-morrow, by faich an hour, before the enemy can 


i Niet: 


pretend that the feven days are expired, you /hall have deliver- | 


‘ance, ver..g. Be you ready to do your part, and we will not 
fail to. do ‘ours. 
we furround them. Saul knew he had a jutt cafe, a clear 
“ call, and God on his fide, and therefore doubted not of fuc- 
This was good news to the befieged Gileadites, whofe 
right eyes had wept themfelves dry for their calamities, and 


~ pow begun to fail with looking for relief, and to ake in expec- 


» miore fecure by it. 


tation of the doom of the enfuing day, when they muft look 


their laft ; the greater the exigence, the more welcome ‘the de- 
Aivérances -. When they heard it, they were glad, relying on 
~ the affurances that were fent them. “And they fent into.the 
enemy’s camp, ver. 10. to tell them, that next day they would 


be ready to méet them, which the enemies underftoed as an. 


_ intimation that they defpaired of relief, and fo were made the 


If they took not care, by fending out 
{couts, to reatify their own miftake, they muft thank themfelves 
ee they were furprifed ; the befieged were under no obligation, 


“£6 aoe them notice of the help they were aflured of. 


miles, and over Jordan too. 


4. His induftry and clofe application to this befnefs. If 
he fad besa bred up to war from his youth, and. had led regi- 
ments as oft as he had followed droves, he could not have gone 


about an affair of this nature more dexteroutly, mor more dili- .} 


gently. When. the fpirit of the Lord comes upon men, it 
will make them expert, even without experience. A: vatt.ar- 


my (efpecial ly in comparifon with the prefent: ufage) Saul had 


now at his foot, and along march before him; near fixty 


anfantry, which he divides into three battalions, vers 11. And, 


SAMUEL 


It is the honour of ; 
princes to know the numbers of their men; but ifis the ho- | 
nour of the King of kings, that there is not any number of his | 
In this mufter, it feems, Judah, though | 
numbered by itkelé made no great figure; for, as it was one | 


Do you fally out upon the \befiegers, while | 


No cavalry in his army, but all 


+ } ' a as , 


_ Chap. xt 


obities) (1) With what incredible fwiftnefs he flew to the e« 
nemy; ina day and a night he came’to the place of action, 
where his own fate, and that of Ifrael, muft be determined, 
He had paffed his word, and would not break it : nay, he was 


better than his word, for he promifed help next day, , by that » 


time the fan cvas hot, ver: g. but brought it before day, in the 
morning-watch, ver. 11. Whom God helps, he helps right 
early, PEL, xlvi- 5» (2.) With what incredible bravery he 
flew upon the enemy ; betimes-in the: morning, when they Jay 
reaming of the triumphs they expected that day over the mi- 
ferable inhabitants of Jabefh-gilead, before they were aware ‘he 

was in the midit of their hofts and his men being marched 
wali them in three columns, they furrounded them : on each 
fice, fo that they could have neither heart hor time to make 
head agaiott him. 


Lafity , To complete his honour, God tied all thefe vir- _ 


tues with fuccefs. Jabefh-gilead was refeued, and the Am- 
monites totally routed; he had now ‘the day before him to 
complete his victory in; and fo complete a vi€tory-it ‘was, that 
they: which remained, “Gis a great flaughter, were fcattered fo, 
that ¢wo of them were noi left together, to encourage or help 
one another, ver. 11. We may fuppofe that Saul was the 
more vigorous in this matter, (1.) Becaufe there was fome al- ~ 
hance-between the tribe of Benjamin, and ‘the city of Jabefir- 
gilead. hat city had declined joining with the reft of the IG 
raelites to deftroy Gibeah, which was then punifhed as. their 
crime; but, perhaps, was now remembered as their kindaefs, 
when Saul of Gibeah came with fo much readinefs and ‘refolu- 
tion to relieve Jabefh-gilead. Yet that was not all; two thirds 


~ 


Z 


of the Benjamites, that then remained, were provided with — 


wives losin: that city, Judg. xxi. 14. fo that moft of the mo- 
thers of Benjamin were daughters of Jabefh-gilead, for which 


city Saul, being ‘a: Benjamite, had therefore a particular kind-_ 


nefs ; and we find they returned his. kindnefs, chap. xxxi. 
11, 12.- (2.) Becaufe it was the Ammonites invafion that — 


| es he people to defire a king, fo. Samuel faith, chap. xii,” 
; fo that if he had not done his part in this expedition, he — 


feat failed their expeétations, and _ et ever ees their 
refpects. 


12 9And the people faid unto Samuel,¥ Who 
ts he that faid, Shall Saul. reign over. us? bring 
the men that we may put them to death. ee 


And Saul faid, There thall not a man be put 


to death this day : for to-day the Lorp hath 
wrought falvation in Ifrael. 14 Then faid Sa- 
muel to the people, Come, and let us go to Gil- 
gal, and renew the kingdom there. 1 gs And 
all the people went to Gilgal, and there they. 
made Saul king before the Lorn in Gilgal: and 
there they facrificed facrifices of peace-offerings — 
before the Lorn: and there Saul and Sie 
men of Irae] rejoiced greatly. as 


We have here the improvement: of that aac vidtry: 


which Saul had obtained, not the improvement of it abroad, 


_ though we take it for granted 5 the men_of Jabeth-g ilead, hay- 


ing fo> narrowly faved their right eyes, would. with wine now. 


on 


= 


difcern the opportunity they had of avenging _ themfelves. upon’ ie 


thefe cruel enemies,.and difabling them ever to ftraiten them in, 


like. manner again ; now fhall they be avenged on the Ammon= 


ites. for het right eyes coins 


iF “as ary on the Phili- ~ 
ge ae 


»¥ 


Pye me. 
ee 
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Chap, XIT,~ S.A 


1. The people took this eocafion to thew their jealoufy for 
the honour of Saul, and their refentment of the indignities 


1, 


. done him, Santuel, it feems, was prefent, if not in the a¢tion; 


_ it was too far for him to march, yet to meet them when they 


returned victorious, and to him, as judge, the motion was 


~ made (for they knew Saul would not be judge in his own 


caufe), that the fons of Belial, that would not have him to reign 
cover them fhould be brought forth and flain, ver.11. — Saul’s 
_good fortune (as: foolifh men commonly call it) went further 
with them to coafirm his.title, than either his choice by. lot, or 

Samuel’s anointing him. They had not courage thus to move 


~ for the perfecution of thofe that oppofed him, when he himfelf 


Jooked mean, but now his victory made him look great; now 
nothing will ferve but they muft be put to death. 

2. Saul took this occafion to give further proofs, of his cle- 
mency : for, without waiting for Samuel’s anfwer, he himfelf 
quafhed the motion: ver. 13. There fhall not a man: be put to 
death this day: no not thofe men, thofe: ill men that had a- 
bufed him, and therein refleéted on God himfelf; (1.) Be- 
caufe it was a day of joy and triumph; To-day the Lord has 
wrought falvation in Ifrael ;~and {ince God has been fo good 
tous all, let us not be harfh one to another. Now God has 

» made the;heart of {frael in genera! fo glad; let not us make fad 


~ the hearts of any particular Ifraelites. (2.) Becaufe he hoped 
' - they were by this day’s work brought to.a temper ; were now 


honoured him, whom before.they had defpifed; and, if they ~ 


“convinced, that this man, under God, could fave them; now 


be but. reclaimed, he is fecured from receiving any -difturbance 
by them, and therefore his point is gained. 
made a friend, that is more to our advantage than to have him 
fain. And all good princes confider, that their power is for 


' edification, not for de{truétion. 4 


> — 3. Samuel took this»occafion to call the people together, 


- deforathe Lord in Gilgal, ver..14, 15. (11) That they might 
publicly give Ged thanks for their late widtory. ‘There they, 
rejoiced greatly ; and that God might have the praife of that 

_ which they had the comfort of, they /acrificed to him, as the 

“giver of all their fucceffes, fucrifices of peace-offerings. — (2.) 
That they might confirm Saul in the government; more fo- 
Jemnly than it had been yet done, that he might not retire a- 


. — gain.to his obfcurity. Samuel would have the kingdom re- 


4 


_ newed: he would renew his refignation, ‘and the people fhould 
- xenew their approbation ; and fo, in concurrence With, or ra- 


__ ther in-sattendance upon the divine’ nomination, they made 


_ Saul king, making it their own ag and deed to. fubmit to 
ee ae Gi ; 
ae C.Fh A Pe kT 

We left the general ajjembly of the flates together, in the clofe 
of the foregoing chapter: in this chapter, we have Sa- 
_ muel’s fpeech to thenr, when: he refigned the government 
tata the hands of Saul. In which, 1. He clears bimfelf 
from all fufpicion or imputation of mifmanagement, while 
the adminytration.was in bis bands, ver. 1,5. V1. He 


pr 


minds them of the great things Ged had done for them, - 


and for toeir fathers, ver. 6,—13. Til. He fets before 
them good and evil, the bleffing and the curfe; ver-T4y.15. 
IV. He awakens them toregard what be faid to them, by- 


/ ¢alling to God for thunder, yer, 16,—19. ° V. He encou- 


 rageth them with hopes that all fhould be awell, ver. 20, 
25. This is his farewell-fermon to that-auguf affem- 


bly, and Saul?s coronation-Sermon. 


rm 


ND Samuel faid unto all Ifrael, Behold, I 
iL have hearkened unto.your voice in all that 
ye faid unto me, and have made a- king over 


M U 


If ane enemy be 


\ 


Y this day. 


| nifters. 


E 1; 


you. 2 And now behold, the king walketh 
before you: and I-am old, and grey-headed, 
and behold, my fons are with you: and I have 
walked before you from my childhood unto 
3 Behold, here I am, witnefs againtt 
me before the Lorp, and before his anointed: 
whofe ox have I taken? or whofe afs have I 
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-taken?*or whom have I defrauded? whom 


have I opprefled.? or of whofe hand have'l re- 
ceived any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith? 
and [ will reftore it you. 4 And they faid, 
Thou haft not defrauded us, nor oppreffed us, 
neither haft thou taken ought of any man’s 
hand. 5 And he faid unto them, The Lor» 
is witnets again{t you, and his anointed is wit- 
nefs this day, that ye have not found ought in 
my hand. And they anfwered, He is witnels. 


+ 
Here, 1. Samuel gives them a {hort account of the late re- 


| volution, and of the prefent pofture of their government, by 
| way of preface to what he had further to fay to them, ver. 1, 
| 2 
 fervice: be began betimes to be ufeful among them, and had 
| continued long fo. 


({1.): For his own part, he had fpent hig days in their 


Ihave walked before you, as a guide to 
dire&t you, as a /hepherd that leads bis flock, Pal. xxx. 1. 


from my childhood unto this day. As foon as he was illumi- . 
- nated with the light of prophecy in his early days, he began 
) to be a burning and fhining light to Mrael: and now my bett 
days are done; J am old, and grey-headed ; therefore they 
/ were the more unkind to caft him off; yet therefore he was 
| the more willing to refign, finding the weight of government 
| heavy upon his ftooping fhoulders. 
| more able to advife them ; and. the more obfervant they fhould 
be of what he faid; for days /hall /peak, and the multitude of 


Old, ‘and therefore the 


years fhall teach wifdom: and there is a particular reverence 


| owing to the aged, efpecially aged magiftrates, and aged mi- 
Old, and therefore not likely to live long; perhaps — 
» may never have an opportunity of {peaking to* you again, and 


therefore take notice of what I fay. (2.) Ass for his fons,, 
Behold, (faith he) they are with yous you may, if you pleafe, 
call them to an account for any thing they have done amifs. 


| They are prefent with you, and have not run their country 
| upon this revolution; they are upon the level with you, fub- 
| je&ts to the new. king as well as you; if you can prove them. 
guilty of any wrong, you may profecute them now, by a due. 
' courfe of law, punifh them, and oblige them to make reftitu- 


tion. (3.) As for their new king, Samuel had gratified 
them in fetting him over them: ver. 1. J have hearkened to 


| your voice in all that ye faid to me, being defirous to pleafe you, 
' if it were poffible, and make you eafy, though to the difcard- 
ing of myfelf and family: and now will you hearken to me, 


and take my advice? ‘he change was now perfected: Behold, 
the king walketh before you, ver. 2.; he appears in public, 
ready to ferve’ you in public bufinefs. Now you have made 


_ yourfelves like the nations in your civil government, and have. 


caft off the divine adminiftration in that; now take heed left 
you make yourfelves like the nations in religion, and caft off 


» the worfhip of God. 


2. He folemnly appeals to them concerning his own inte- 


| grityin the adminjftration of the government : ver. 3. Witne/s 
| againft mes whofe ox I have taken? By this he intended, (1.) 


To convince them of the injury they had done him, in fetting 
him afide, when they had nothing amifs to charge him with. 
Te His 


e 


arene 


I. 


His government had_ no Fault, but that it was too cheap, too 
eafy, too gentle. Alfo’ of the injury they had done them- 
felves in turning off one that did not fo much as take an Ox or 
an afs from them, to put themfelyes under the power of one 
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that would take their fields and vineyards, nay, and their very . 


fons and daughters, from them, chap. viii. 11... So unlike 
would the manner of the king be from his manner. (2.) To 
preferve his own. reputation. They that heard of Samuel’s 
being rejected as he was, would be ready to fufpect, that cer- 
tainly he had done fome ill thing, or he had never been fo ill 
treated’: fo that it was neceflary for him to. make. this chal- 
jenge, that it might appear upon record, thatit was not for 
any iniquity in his hands that he was laid afide, but to gratify 
the humour of a giddy people, who owned they could not have 
a better man to rule them, only they defired a bigger man. 
There is a juft debt which every man owes to his own good 
name, efpecially men in public ftations, which is to guard it a- 
gainft unjuft afperfions and fufpicions, that we may finifh our 
courfe with honour, as well as joy. (3-) As he defigned 
hereby to leave a good name behind him, fo he defigned to 
leave his fucceffor a good example before him. Let him write 
after his copy, and he will write fair. (4.) Samuel defigned, 
in the clofe of his difcourfe, to reprove the people, and there- 
fore he begins with a vindication of himfelf: for he that will, 
with confidence, tell another of his fin, muft fee to it, that he 
himfelf be clear. 7 

Now obferve, ‘tf, What it is that Samuel here acquits him- 
felf from. 1.) He had never, under any pretence whatfo- 
ever, taken that which was none of his own, ox or afs; had 
never diftrained~ their cattle for tribute, fines, or forfeitures, 
nor ufed their fervice without paying for it. (2.) He had ne- 


ver defrauded thofe with whom he dealt, nor oppreffed thofe- 


that were under his power. , (3.) He had never taken bribes 
to pervert juftice, nor was ever biaffed by favour or affedtion, 
to give judgment ina caufe again{t his conicience.  2d/ , How 
he appeals to thofe that had flighted him concerning it: Here 
L am, witne/s againft me ; if you have any thing to lay to my 
charge, do it now before the Lord, and the Aing, the proper 
judges. He puts honour .upon Saul, by owning himfelf ac- 
countable to him, if he had been guilty of any wrong. 

_ 3+ Upon. this appeal he is honourably acquitted. He did 
not expect that they fhould do him. honour at parting, .though 
he well deferved it; and therefore:mentioned not. any of the 
good fervices he had done them, for which they ought to have 

_ applauded him, and returned him the thanks of the houte. 
All-he defired was, that they fhould do him juftice ; and that 
they did, ver. 4. readily owning, (1.) That he had not made 
his government oppreflive to them, nor ufed his power to their 
wrong. (2.) That he had not made it expenfive to them: 
Neither haft thou taken ought of any man’s hand, for the fup- 
port of thy dignity. Like Nehemiah, he did not require the 
bread of the governor, Neh. y. 18.3 had not only been righte- 


ous, but generous ; had coveted no man’s Silver, or gold, or ap- 


parel, A&s xx..33. ner 
4. This honourable teftimony borne to Samuel’s integrity, 
is left upon record to his honour: yer. 5. The Lord is wit. 
nefs, who fearcheth the heart ; and his anointed is qwitne/s, who 
trieth: overt ats: and the people agree to it. He is witnefs. 
Note, The teftimony of our neighbours, and efpecially the 
teftimony of our own confciences for us, 
our places liyed honeltly, will be our comfort, under the flights 
~and contempts that are put upon us. Demetrius is a happy 
man, that has a good report of all men, and 

3 John. 12..>- 


6 | And Samuel faid unto. the people, Zt is 


» 


that we have in. 


of the truth itfelf, 


Se Me WP Re aa 


1 teafons of the righteous. adie. of the Lord 


. ee he Baan | 
“Chap. XH. 


the Lorp that advanced Mofesand Aaron, and. _ 
that brought your fathers up out of the land of 
Egypt. 7 Now therefore ftand ftill, that I may . 
reafon with you before the Lorn, of all the: 
righteous acts of the Lorn, which he did to you — 
and to your fathers. § When Jacob was come ye 
into Egypt, and your fathers. cried unto the 
Lorp, then the Lorn fent Mofes and Aaron, 
which brought forth your fathers out of Egypt, 
and made them dwell in this place. - g And. 
when they forgat the Lorn their God, he fold 
them into the hand of Sifera, captain of the 
hoft of Hazor, and-into the hand of the Phili- 
itines, and into the hand of the kin g of Moab, 
and they fought againft them. ro And they 
cried unto the Lorn, and faid, We have finned, 
becaufe we have forfaken the Lorp, and have — 
ferved Baalim and Afhtaroth: but now deliver. 
us out of the hand of our enemies, and we will — 
ferve.thee. ‘11 And the Lorp fent Jerubbaal, 
and Bedan, and Jephthah, and Samuel, and 
delivered you out of the hand of your enemies — 
on every fide, and ye dwelled fafe. 12 And: 2.’ 
when ye faw that Nahafh the king of the-chik © 
dren of Ammon came againft you, ye faid un- — 
tome, Nay, but a king thall reign over us; . 
when the Lorp your God was your Range 5 
Now therefore, behold the king whom ye have 
chofen, and whom ye have defired: and beg 
hold, the Lorp hath fet a king over you. 14 
If ye will fear the Lorn, and ferve him, and 
obey his voice, and not rebel againft the com. ~~ 
mandment of the Lorp, then fhall both ye and 
alfo the king that reigneth over you, continue _ 
following the Lorp your God. 1 5 But. ve ee 
will not obey the voice of the Lorn, -but rebel _ 
againft the commandment of the Lorp, sens 
fhall the hand of the Lorp be againft you, as:( 
it was againft your fathers, : eT as ae 
Samuel having fufficiently fecured his. own. reputation, ins 
ftead of upbraiding the people upon it, with their unkindnefg 
to him, fets-himfelf to inftru@ them, and keep themin the 
way of their duty, and then the change of the government 
would be the lefs damage to them. i wee 
1. He minds them of the great goodnefs of God ta them, , 
and to their fathers ; gives them an abltraé&t of the hiftory: of .- a 
their nation, that, by the. confideration of the great things God: 
had done for them, they might be for ever engaged to love. 
him, and ferve him. Come, faith he, ver. 7. ftand full 3. 
{tand, in token of reverence, when God is {peaking to you; 


ftand ftill, in token of attention, 


and compofednefs of mind, 

fon on its fide, Ifa. i. 18. The work of minifters is to reas 
fon with people, not only to exhort and.direét, but to perfuade, 

_ to convince mens judgments, and fo to gain their wills and af... 


. fections.. Let reafon rule men, and t will be. good. He 


é both the benefits. 


be. 


i be 


= 


and give me leave to reafon with you. Religion has rea 


aie eee Sirsa sees > 


eae, 


Nab 


Chap. SIL 


he hath beftowed upon you, in performance of his promifes and 
the punifhments he has inflicted on you for your fins. His fa- 
vours are called Ais righteous ads, Judg. v. 11.5 becaufe in 
them he is juft to his own honour. He not only puts them 
in mind of what God had done for them in their days, but-of 


what he had done of old, in the days of their fathers, becaufe { 


_ the prefent age had the benefit of God’s former favours. We 


and little. 


tay fuppofe, his difcourfe was much larger than as here re- 
ated. aur 
1f, He minds them of their deliverance out of Egypt. In- 
to that houfe of bondage Jacob and his family came down poor 
When they were oppreffed, they cried unto God, 
who advanced Mofes and Aaron, from mean beginnings, to be 
their deliverers, and the founders of their {tate and fettlement 
in Canaan, ver. 6, 8. 

2dly, He minds them of the miferies and calamities which 
their fathers brought themfelves into, by forgetting God, and 
ferving other gods, ver. 9. ‘They inflaved themfelves; for 
they were-fold as criminals and captives into the hand of Ops 
preffors: they expofed themfelves to the defolation of war; 


~ their neighbours fought again{t them. 


& bad times. 


- deon and Jephthah, great conquerors in their time. 


3dly, He minds them of their father’s repentance and hu- 


_ miliation before God for their idolatries: They /aid, We have 


) Jinned, ver. 10. Let not them imitate the fins of their fathers ; 
for what they had done amifs, they had many a time wifhed 
undone again: in the day of their diftrefs they had fought un- 
to God, and had promifed to ferve him. Let their children 
then reckon that good at all times, which they found good in 

4thly, He minds them of the glorious deliverances God had 

‘wrought for them, the viflories he had bleffed them with, and 

their happy fettlements, many a time, after days of trouble and 

diftrefs, ver. 11. He inftances in fome of their judges, Gi- 

Among 

the reft he mentions Bedan, whom we read not of any where 

elfe. It might be fome eminent perfon, that was inftrumental 
of fglvation to them, though not recorded in the book of Jud: 


ges; fuch a one as Shamgar of whom itis faid, that he deli- 
_ vered Ifrael, but not that he judged them, Judg. iii. 31. Per- 


haps this Bedan guarded and delivered them on one fide, at 
the fame time when fome other of the judges appeared and 
aéted for them on another fide. Some think it was the fame 


with Jair, fo the learned Mr Poole; others the fame with Sam-. 


fon, who was Ben-Dan, a fon of Dan, of that tribe, and the 


© fpirit of the Lord came upon him, Be-Dan, in Dan, in the 


camp of Dan. Samuel mentions himfelf, not to his own praife, 
but to the honour of God, who had, made him an inftrament 


_ of fabduing the Philiftines. 


 5th/y, At laft he puts them in mind of God?s late favour to 
the prefent generation, in gratifying them with a king, when 
they would prefcribe to God; by fuch a one to fave them out 
of the hand of Nahafh king of Ammon, ver. 12, 13. - Now, 
it appears, that that was the immediate occafion of their defiring 
a king. Nahafh threatened them; they moved Samuel 
to nominate a general: he told them God was command- 
er in chief in all their wars, and they needed no other: what 


- Was wanting in them, fhould be made up by his power : the 


Lord is your king : bot they infifted on it: Nay, but a king 


- fall reign over us. And now, faith he, you have a king; aking 


of your own afking, let that be fpoken to your fhame; but'a 
king of God’s making, let that be {poken to his honour; and 


_ the glory of his grace.. God'did not caft them off then, when: 
they, in effect, caft-him off. phsses 


_2+He thews them, that they were now upon their good behavi= 
our, they and their king. Let them not think, that they had 
now. eit themfelves. off from. all dependance upon God, and 


~ 


_the right way. 
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that now they hada king of their own, the making of their 
own fortunes (as men foolifhly call it) was in their own hands. 
No; ftill their judgment muft proceed from the Lord. He 
tells them plainly, 
"iff, That their obedience to God would certainly be their 
happinefs, ver. 14. If they would not revolt from God to 
idols, nor rebel again{t-him, by breaking his commandments, 
but would perfevere in their allegiance to him, would fear his 
wrath, ferve his interefts, and obey his will, then they and 
their king fhould certainly be happy : but obferve how the pro- 
mife is exprefled,, Then ye fhall continue following the Lord 
your God; that is, (1.) Ye fhall continue in the way of your 
duty to God, which will be your honour and comfort. Note, 
Thofe that are fincere in. their religion, God will give them 
grdce to perfevere in it; thofe that follow God faithfully, God 
wil enable them to continue following him. And obferve, That 
following God is work thatis its own wages. Ft is the matter of 
a promife, as well as of a precept. (2.) Ye fhall continue under 
the divine conduét and:protection :. 2° /hall be after the Lord, 
fo it is in the original; 7. e. he will go before you, to lead and 
profper you, and make your way plain: The Lord is with you,.. 
while you be with him. * 
2dly, Phat their difobedience wou'd as‘certainly be their 
ruin: ver. 15. £f ye rebel, think not that your having a king. 
will fecure you againft God’s judgments; and that, now you 
have in this inftance made yourfelves /ike.the nations, you may: 
fin at as cheap a rate as they can. No; the hand of the Lord” 
will be againft you, as it was again your fathers, when they 
offended him, in the days of the judges. We miflake, if we - 
think that we can evade God’s juitice by fhaking off-his domi«: 
nion.. If God fhall not rule_us, yet he. will judge us. 


16:4 Now therefore ftand’ and {ee this great - 
thing which the Lorp will do.before your eyes, - 
17 ds it not wheat-harveft to-day? I will call 
unto the. Lorn, and he fhall fend thunder and _ 
rain: that ye may perceive and fee that your - 
wickednefs is great, which ye have done in: 
the fight of the Lorn, in afking you a king. | 
18 So Samuel. called unto the. Lorn, and the 
Lorp fent thunder and. rain that day: and all 
the people ‘greatly feared the Lorp and: Sa- 
muel, 1g And all the people faid unto Sa- . 
muel, Pray for thy fervants unto the Lorp thy 
God, that we die not: for we have added unto 
all-our fins, zhis evil, to afk us aking. 20 
And Samuel: faid’ unto the people,. Fear not: 
(ye have done. all this wickednefs: yet turn .~ 


_not afide from following the Lorp,; but ferve 


the Lorp with. all your heart;. 21 And turn. . 
ye notvafide: for then /Bould ye go after vain 


things, which cannot profit nor deliver, for they 


are vain.) 22-For.the Lorp--will. not’ forfake 
his people, for his great name’s fake: becaufe 


it hath pleafed the Lorn to make you his peo- - 
‘ple... 23. Moreover, as forme, God forbid that 


TU fhould fin againft the Lor», in ceafing to pray 
for you: but. I will teach you. the. good and 
24 Only fear the Lorn, and’ 
ferve him jn truth with all your heart: for con-. 
fider-: 


. aickednefs in the fight of the Lord. Note, Though we meet 


*confumed, both ye and your king. * 


~ before, ver. 16, 17, 18. Thunder and rain have natural caufes, 


s 


. that this was defigned by the almighty power of God, on pur- 


not to the eye any figns of a ftorm, but by his. giving notice of 


_ wring aking ; not only by its coming in an unufual time in, 


‘time when he was {peaking to them, he might have improved 
’ at for their awakening and conviction, as’ we may ina like cafe: 


- Speaking to them in dreadful claps of thunder, and the great 


_to-confirm the word of his fervant, and to make you fee that I 
faid true, when I told you that God was angry with you for ~ 
-_afking a king. And the event proved him a true prophet ; ‘the | 


appear, not only what a mighty influence God has upon this. | 
earth, that he could of a fudden, when natural caufes did not’ | 


7 


7%, 


Peds 
{2 


hs 


‘fider how great things he hath done for you. 
25 But if ye fhall fill do wickedly, ye fhall be 


‘Two things Samuel here aims at. 


1. To convince the people of their fin in defiring a king. 


They were now rejoicing before God, in and with their king, | 


chap. xi. 15. and offering to God the facrifices of praife, 
which they hoped God would accept of: and this, perhaps, 
made them think, that there was no harm in their afking a 
king, but really they, had done ‘well. in it: therefore Sarauel 
here charges ityupon them: as. their fin,-as wickednefs, great 


with profperity and fuccefs. in a way of fin, yet we muft not 
therefore think the more favourably of it. "They have a king; 
and if they carry themfelves well, their king may be a very 
great blefing to them; and/yet Samuel. will have them. perceive 
and fee, that their wickedne/s is great in afking.a king. We mutt 
never think. well-of that which God. in his law frowns upon, 
though in his providence he feem to. {mile upon. it. 

Obferve, 1/4, "The exprefions. of God’s difpleafure againit 
them for afking a king. ‘At Samuel’s word, God {ent pro- 
digious thunder and rain upon them, at, a feafon of the year 
whens in that country, the like was never feen nor known 


and fometimes terrible effets. But Samuel made it to appear, 


pole te convince them, that they had done very. wickedly in 
wheat-harveit, and this a fair clear day, when there appeared. 
it before. Had there happened to be thunder and rain at the 
but to make.it no. lefs than a miracle before it came, (1..) He 
fpoke to them of it, ver. 16,17. Stand and fee this great thing. 
He had bid them and and hear, ver. 7.3 but becaufe hé did 


not fee that his reafoning with them affected them, fo ftupid 
were they and unthinking, now he bids: them, land and fee. If 


what he faid in-a fill fmall voice did not reach their hearts, nor | 


his. do@trine, which dropped as the dew, they fhall hear God 


rain of his ftrength. He appealed to this as a fign; £ will 
call upon the Lord, he foall fend thunder ; thall fend it juft now, 


fign and wonder came to pals. 


(2.) He {poke to God for it. Sanniel called unto'the Lord, | 


and; in anfwer to his prayer, even, while he was yet fpeaking, 
The Lord fent thunder and rain. Ty this Samuel made it to 


work towards it, produce this dreadful’rain: and thunder, and 
‘bring them: out of his treafures, Pfal. cxxxv. 7. but alfo. what 
a mighty intereft he had in heaven, that God would, thus. hear- 


ken to the voice of man, Joth. x. 14. and, anfaver him in the fe- | 
cret place of thunder, Pfal. \xxxi. 7. Samuel, that fon of prayer, | 


was {till famous for fuccefs in prayer. 
Now, by this extraordinary thunder and rain fent on this 
occafion, (1.) God teftified his difpleafure againft them in:the | 


fame way im which he had formerly teftified it, and atthe Pp 


my, and fought agaiaft them with the fame weapons ‘which, from God, and the worthip. of him, ve © 


SAMUEL. 


| ftartled them very much, as well it might. 


| ged Samuel’s prayers: ver. 19. : 
| die not. hey. were appreheafive of their danger by the wrath “— 
| of God, and could not expeét that he fhould hear their prayers 


not long before, had been employed again{t their adverfaries, 
Ifa. Ixiit. to. 


Chap. It, 
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(2.) He fhewed them their folly in defiring a 
king to fave them, rather than God or Samuel, promifing them- 
| felves more from an arm of flefh,, than from the arm of God, 


om 


or from the power of prayer. Could’ their king thunder with 


a voice like God? Job xl. 9. Could their prince comman 


fuch forces:as the prophet could by his prayers? (3.} He in- 


timated to them, that. how ferene and profperous foever their 


| condition feemed to be, now they had a king, like the weather 


in wheat-harvett ; yet, if God pleafed, he could foon change the 


face of their heavens, and 


2dly, The impreflions which this. made upon the: veople: ‘Tt 
(1.) They greatly 
feared the Lord and Samuel; though, when they had a king, 


; they were ready to think they muft fear him only. God 

~ made them know that he is greatly to be feared, and his pro-_ 
| phets for his fake. g 
| God taught them to rejoice with trembling. (2.) They owa 
_ their fia and-folly in defiring a king: ver. 19. We have ad- 
_ ded to all our fins this evil. 
| toa fight of their fins by any gentler methods than ftorms and 
| thunders. - Samael did not. extort this confefion from them — 
| till the matter. was fettled and the king confirmed, left it 
| fhould look as if he defigned by it rather to eftablifly himfelf in” 
| the government, than to bring them to repentance. N , 
| were flattering themfelves in their own eyes, their iniquity qwas- 

(3-) They. earneftly beg- 
Pray for thy fervants that we — 


Now they were rejoicing in their king, 


Some, people will not be brought 


found to be hateful, Pfal. xxxvi. 2. 


x 
$y th 


‘idolatry. Tarr 
4 Sy ; 


* 


perfecute them with, his tempeft, as — 
' the Pfaloiuft {peaks. : 


z 


ra 


ts ; but 
be wills 


Now they « 


--omifiions. _ (2.) 


Chip MH. 


for if ye turn afide from God, whatever ye turn afide to, you 
_ will find it is a vain thing that caa never anfwer your expec: 
_ tations, but will certainly deceive you if you trutt to it: it is 
a brokea reed, a brokén ciltern. Tdols are-fo ; they are vanity 
-andalie. Whatever we make a pod of, we fhall find it fo. 
Creatures, in their own place, are good things; but when put 


in God's place, they are vain things. Idols could not profit | 


-thofe that fought to them in their wants, nor deliver thofe that 
fought to them in their ftraits; for they were vain, and not 
what they pretended tobe: dn idol is nothing im the world, 


. 


1 Cor. it. 4. 


3dly, He comforts them with an affurance that he would 


continue his care and concern for them, ver. 23... They ‘defi- 
red him to pray for them, ver. 19. He might have faid, Go 


put in my toom; but fo far is he from upbraiding them with 
their difrefpeéts to him, that he promifeth them much more 


than they afked. (1.) They afked it him asa favourshe | 


promifed it as a duty, and flariles at the thought of neglecting 


at. Pray for you, faith he ; God Sorbid that I foould fin again/? 


the Lord in not doing it. Note, Tt is afin againit God not 
_ to pray for the Tfrael of God, efpecially for thofe of them that 
_ are under our charge ; and good men are afraid of the guilt of 
They afked him to pray for them at this 
~tme, and upon this oceafion ; but he promifeth to continue his 


prayers for them, and: not to ceafe as long as he lived. Our. 


vule is, to pray without ceafing ; we fin if we reftrain prayer in 
general, and in particular if we ceafe praying for the church. 
(3.) They afked him only to pray for them ; but He promifeth, 
to do more for them; not only to-pray for them, bat to teach 
them. Though they were not willing to be under his govern- 


ment as a judge, he would not thereforedeny them his inftruc- 


tions as a prophet ; and they might be fure he would éeach them 

‘no other but ¢e good and the right avay : and the right way is 

_ certainly the good way; the way of duty, the way of pleafure 
and profit. 

_ athlys Ee concludes with an earneft exhortation to practical 
- #eligion and ferious godlinels, ver. 24,25. ‘Che great duty 
_ here prefled upon us, is, to fear the Lord. ‘He had faid, ver. 

(20. Fear not with a flavith fear; but here, fear the Lord 

With a filial fear. 
in the duties. of religious worfhip, and of a godly converfation, 

in truth and fincerity, and-not in fhew and profeffion only ; 


with your heart, and with all your heart, not diffembling nor’ 
And two things he urgeth by way of motive. (x4 


ividin ‘e 
_ That they were bound in. gratitude to ferve God, confidering 
what great things he had done for'them, to en gage them for ever 


» to his fervice. . That they were bound in intereft to ferve him, 
_confidering what great things he would do again{ft them, ifthey | 
_» thould fill do. wickedly + ye hall be deflroyed by the judgments | 


of God, doth yey. and your king, that you are fo proud of, and 
_ expect fo much from ;:and that will be a blefling to you, if you 


_ them: warning, and. fo delivered his own foul. -- 


’ 
a5 
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They that defired @ king like all the nations, fancied, that 


_ when they had one, they fhould look very great and confi» 
- Werable; but, in this chapter we find it proved much other- 
wife. While Sanmel was joined in commiffion with Saul, 


things went well, chap. xi. 9. But now Saul began to 
reign alone,.al! went to decay, and Samuels words began 


: vee to be fulfilled, Ye fhall be confumed, both ye and your king: » 


_ for never was the flate of Ifrael further gone in a con= 
_ futnption than in this chapter. ¥. Saul appears bere a 
— wery filly prince 3 (1.) Infatuated in his counfels, ver. 1, 


/ 
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to Saul, and get him to pray for you, the king that you have | 


As the fruit and evidence of this, ferve him 


}. appears he did. 
keep in with God. Thus, as a faithful watchman, he gave | 


* 
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(2.) Jnvaded by bis neighlours, ver. 4, 5. (3.) 
(4.) Difordered in bis 


9. 
Deferted hy bis folders, ver, 6,7. 
own piri’, and Jacrifeing 2 confufion; ver. 8,—10. (5) 
Chidden by Samuel, ver. 11,13. (6.) Rejected of Got 
Sram bemg king, ver. 14. 11. The people appear here—o 
very miferable people. (1.) Difheartened and difperfed 
ver..6,.7. (2:) Dinini/bed, ver. 15, 16. ..( 3.) Plander~ 
ea5-Ver. 17, 18. (4.) Defarmed, ver. 1Q,——23s Tarts 
they got by cafling off Gods governmeni, and making 


themfelves like the nations; all sheir glory departed fram — 


them. 

YAUL reigned one year, and. when he had 
& reigned two. years over Hrael, 2 Saul chofe 
him three thoufand mew of Lael; whereof two- 
thoufand were with Saul in Michmafh and. in 
mount Beth-el, anda thoufand were with Jona- 
than in Gibealy of Benjanzin: and the ret of the 
people he fent every man to his tent. 3 And 
Jonathan {mote the garrifon of the Philifiines: 
that was in Geba, and the Philiftines heard of 
zt: and Saul blew the trumpet throughout all 
the land, faying, Let the Hebrews hear: «& 
And all Ifrael heard fay, that Saul had fmitten 
a garrifon of the Phililtines, and that Lrael alfo 
was had in abomination with the Philittines = 
and the people were called together after Saul 
to Gilgal. 54 And the Philitines gtthered 


themfelves together, to fight with Ifrael, thirty- 
- thoufand chariots, and fix thouland horfemen,. 


and people as the fand which zs on the fea-fhore 
in multitude: and they came up, and pitched: 
in Michmath, eaftward from Beth-aven. 6 


When the men of ‘Ifrael faw that they were in. - 


a {trait (for the people were diftrefled) then the: 


people did hide themfelves in caves, and im — 
thickets, and in rocks, and in high places, and 


in pits. 7 And /ome of the Hebrews.went over 
Jordan to the land. of Gad and Gilead : as. for 
Saul, he was yet in Gilgal, and all the people: 
followed him trembling. = 

We are not told wherein it was that the people of Tfrach: 


\ 


offended God, fo as to forfeit his prefence,. and: turn his hand: 


againft them, as Samuel had’ threatened, chap. xii..1 5. bur,, 
doubtlefs, they left God, elfe he had not left them,-as here it: 
For, aihoes: 

1. Saul was very weak and impolitic, and did not order. his: 
affairs with difcretion, Saul eas the Jon of one year; fo the” 
firft words are in the original; a phrafe which. we make to fig- 
nify the date of his reign, but ordinarily it fignifies the date of 
one’s birth ; and therefore fome underftand it figuratively, he- 
was as innocent and good asa child of a. year old;.fo the 
Chaldee paraphrafe,,he was without fault, like the fon of a.year. 


But if we admit a figurative fenfe, it may as well intimate, that ‘ 


he was ignorant. and imprudent, and as unfit for bufinefs as a. 


child of a_year old: and the following particulars make. that: 


more |his chara¢ter.than the former... But we take it.rather,, 
as our own tranflation has it, Sau/ reigned one year; and no~ 
thing happened that was confiderable;: it was a year of no ac-- 
tion but.in his fecond year he did as follows :. 


if, He. 


‘ 
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iff, He chofe hina band of three thoufand. mens of which 
he himfelf commanded two thoufand, and his fon Jonathan one 
thoufand, ver. 2. the reft of the people he difmifled to their 
tents. If he intended thefe only for the guard of his perfon, 
and his honorary attendants, it was impolitic to have fo mary 5 
if for a {tanding army, in apprehenfion of danger from the Phi- 
liftines, it was no lefs impolitic to have fo few; and, perhaps, 
the confidence he put in this feleét number, and his difband- 
ing the reft of that brave army with which he lately beat the 
Ammonites, chap. xi. 8. was looked upon as an affront to 
~ the kingdom, gave a general difguft, and was the reafon he had 
fo few at his call when he had occafion for them. The 
prince that relies on a particular party, weakens his own inte: 
reft in the whole community, 

2dly, He ordered his fon Jonathan to furprife and deftroy 
the garrifon of the Philiftines that lay near him in Geba, ver. 
3. I with it were not a violation or infraction of fome articles 
with the Philiftines, and that it was. not. done treacheroufly 
and perfidioufly. ‘The reafon why I fufpeé it is, becaufe it is 
faid, that, for doing it, Z/rael was had in abomination ; or, as 
the word is, did fink with the Philiftines, ver. 4. as men yoid 
of common honefty, and whofe word could not be relied on. 
If it were fo, we will lay the blame not on Jonathan, who did 
it, but on Saul, his prince and father, who ordered him to do 
it, and, perhaps, kept him in ignorance of the truth of the 
matter. Nothing makes the name of Ifrael odious to them 
that are without, fo much as the fraud and difhonefty of thofe 
that are called by that worthy name. If profeffors of reli- 
gton cheat and over-reach, break their word, and betray their 
truft, religion {uffers by it, and is had in abomination with the 
' Philiftines. Who may one truft, if not an Ifraelite, one that,’ 
it is expected, fhould be without guile. . . fee wig 

3dly, When he had thus.exafperated the. Philiftines, then he 
began to raife forces, which, if he had acted wifely, he would 
have done before. When the Philiftines had a vatt army rea- 
dy to pour in upon him, to avenge the wrong he had done 


them, then was he blowing the trumpet through the land, among , | 


a carelefs, if not a difaffected people, faying, Let the Hebrews 
hear, ver. 3. and fo as many as thought fit, came to, Saul to 
Gilgal, ver. 4. But, now, the generality, we may, fuppofe, drew 
back, either in diflike of Saul’s politics, or in dread of the 
~Philittines power, who, if he had fummoned them. fooner, 
would have been as ready at his beck.as they were when he 
marched again{ft the Ammonites.. We often find,. that: after- 
wit would have been done much better. before, and have pre- 
vented much inconvenience. IE eee 
2. Never did the Philiftines appear in fuch a formidable bo- 
dy as they did now, upon this provocation which Saul gave 
them. We may fuppofe they had, great, affiftance, from their 
allies; for, ver. 5. befides fix thoufand horfe, which in thofe 
times, when horfes were not fo much ufed in war as they are— 
now, was a great body, they had an incredible number of cha- 
nots, thirty thoufand ‘in all; moft of them, we may fuppofe, 
were carriages for the bag and baggage of fo vaft an army, not 
chariots of war. - But their foot was innumerable as the fand of 
the feafoore; fo jealous were they for the honour of their na- 
tion, and fo much enraged at the bafenefs of the Ifraelites in 
deftroying their garrifon. If Saul had afléed! counfel of God 
before he had given the Philiftines this provocation, he and his 
people might the bettcr have borne this threatening trouble - 
which they had now brought on themfelves . by their folly, 
3. Never were the people of Ifrael fo faint-hearted, fo {neak- i 
ing, fo very cowardly, as they were now. Some’ confiderable 4 
_ numbers, it may be, came to Saul to Gilgal; but ‘hearing of = 
the Philiflines numbers and preparations, their fpirits funk — 
“within them ; fome thiak, becaufe they did not find Samuel 
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Chap. XIfl.- 
there with Saul. They that, a while ago, were weary of him, 
and wifhed for a king, now had fmalljoy of their king, unlefs 
they could fee him under Samuel’s direétion. . Sooner or lat- - 
er, men will be made to fee, that God and his prophets are 
their belt friends. Now they faw the Philiftines making-war 
upon them, and Samuel not coming in to help them, they knew — 
not what to do: Mens hearts failed them for fear. And, (1+) 
Some abfconded. Rather than run’ upon death among the ~ 
Philiftines, they buried. themfelves alive in. caves and thickets, 
ver. 6. See what work fin makes; it expofeth men to perils, 


and then robs them of their courage and. difpirits them. A 
fingle perfon, by faith, can fay, J will not be afraid of ten thou- 


a A RRET Y taey RE Ghee ee 


* 


Jand, Pfal. iit.6. but here thoufands of degenerate Ifraelites 


tremble at the approach of a great crowd of Philiftines. Guilt 
makes men cowards., ( 


thy kingdom {hall not» continue: the Lorp ee 


= he 


Pak 


L= 
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fer facrifices for him, and dire¢t him what he fhould do. This 
we had, chap. x. 8. Perhaps that order, thongh inferted there, 
was given him afterwards ; or was given him as a general rule, 
to be obferved in every public congrefs at Gilgal; or, as is 
moft probable, though pot mentioned again, was lately repeat- 
ed with reference to this particular occafion; for it is plain, 
‘Saul himfelf underftood it as obliging him from God now to 
ftay till Samuel came, elfe he would not have made fo many 
excufes as he did, for not ftaying, ver. 11. This order Saul 
broke ; he ftayed till the feventh day, yet had not patience to 
wait till the end of the feventh day. Perhaps he began to re- 
proach Samuel as falfe to his word, carelefs of his country, 
and difrefpe@ful to his prince; thought it more fit that Samuel 
fhould wait for him, than he for Samuel. However, (1.) He 
prefumed to offer facrifice without Samuel; and nothing ap- 
pears to the contrary but that he did it himfelf, though he was 
neither prieft nor prophet, as ‘if, becaufe he was a king, he 
might do any thing: A piece of prefumption which king Uz- 
ziah paid dear for, 2 Chron. xxvi. 16. (2.) He determined 
to engage the Philiftines without Samuel’s directions, though 
he had promifed to /hew him what he foould do. So felf-fuf- 
ficient Saul was, that he thought it not worth while to {tay 
for a*prophet of the Lord, either to pray for him or to advife 


him.. es 4 


This was Saul’s offence; and that which aggravated it was, 
(1.) That, for ought appears, he did not fend any meflenger 
to Samuel, to know his mind, to reprefent the cafe to him, 
and to receive frefh dire&tions from him though he had enow 
about him that were fwift enough of foot at this time. (2.) 
That when Samuel came he rather feemed to boaft of what 
he had done, than to i of it; for he went forth to falute 


him, as his brother-facrificer, and feemed pleafed with the op- 


portunity he had of letting Samuel know that he needed him 
not, but could do well enough without him. He -went out to 
blefs bim, fo the word is, as if he now thought himfelf a. com- 
plete prieft, empowered to blefs, as well as facrifice ; whereas 
he fhould have gone out to be blefled by him. (3.) That he 
charged Samuel with breach of promife: Thow came/t not with- 


in the days appointed, ver. 11. and therefore, if any thing | 


were amifs, Samuel muft bear the blame, who was God’s mi- 


nifter ; whereas he did not come according to his word, be- 


fore the feven days were expired. Thus she /coffers of the 
latter days think the promife of Chrift’s coming is broken, be- 
caufe he doth not come in their time, though it is certain he 
will come at the fet time. (4.) That when he was charged 
with difobedience,: he juftified himfelf in what he had done, 
and gave no fign at all of repentance for it. It is not finning 


- that ruins men, but finning, and not repenting ; falling, and © 


not getting up egain. See what excufes he made, ver, 11, 
12. He would have this aé of difobedience pafs, [1.] For 
an inftance of his prudence: the people were moft of them 
fcattered from him, and he had no other way but this to 
keep thofe with him that remained, and to prevent their defert- 
ing too, If Samuel negleéted the public concerns he would 


not. [2.] For inftance of his piety. He would be thought 


very devout, and in great care not to engage the Philiftines, 
till he had, by prayer and facrifice, engaged God on his fide. 
The Philiftines (faid he) will come down upon me, before 1 have 
made my fupplication to the Lord, and then I am undone. 
What! go to war before I have faid° my prayers! Thus he 
covered his difobedience to God’s command, with a pretence 


~ of concern for God’s favour. Hypocrites lay a great ftrefs 


upon the external performances of religion, thinking thereby 

to excufe their negle&t of the weightier matters of the law. 

And yet, laftly, He owns it went againft his confcience to do 

it: 1 forced myfelf, and offered a burnt-offering ; perhaps boatt- 
Vou. II. 
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ing, that he had broke through his convictions, and got the bet- 
ter of them; or, at leaft, thinking this extenuated his. fault, 
that he knew he fhould not have done as he did, but did it 
with relugtancy.  Foolifh man! to think that God would be 
well pleafed with facrifices offered in dire& oppofition both to 
his general and particular command. 

2. The fentence.paffed upon Saul for this offence. Samuel 
found him {tanding by his burnt-offering 3 but inftead of an an- 
fwer of peace, was fent to him with heavy tidings, and let him 
know, that the facrifice of the wicked is abomination to the Lords 
much more when he brings it, as Saul did, with a wicked 
mind. (1.) He aggravates his-crime 3 and- faith to this king, 
Thou art wicked ; which it is not for any but a prophet of the 
Lord to fay, Job xxxiv. 18. He charges him with being an 
enemy to himfelf and his intereft, Thou ha/t done foolifly ; and. 
a rebel to God and his government, Thou haj? not kept the com- 
mandment-of the Lord thy God, that command wherewith he 
intended to try thy obedience. Note, Thofe that difobey the 
commandments of God, do foolifhly for themfelves. Sin is 
folly, and finners are the greateft fools. (2.) He reads his 
doom: ver. 14. Thy kingdom /hall not continue long to thee, 
or thy family ; God has his eye upon another, a man after his 
own heart, and not like thee, that will have thy own will and 
way. The fentence is, in effect, the fame with Mene tekel. 


Only now there feems to be room left for Saul’s repentance, 


upon which this fentence fhould have been reverfed ; but upon 
the next act of difobedience it was made irreverfible, 1 Sam, 
xv. 29. And now, better a thoufand times he had {till con- 
tinued in obfcurity tending his affes, than to be inthroned, and 
fo’ foon dethronéd. 

But was not this hard, to pafs fo fevere a fentence upon 
him and his houfe for a fingle error, and that feemed fo {mall, 
and in excufe of what he had fo much to fay? No: The Lord 
is righteous in all his ways, and doth no man any wrong; wi/l 
be juftified when he fpeaketh, ‘and clear when he judgeth, By 
this, (1.) He fhews that there is no fin little, becaufe no little 
god to fin againft; but that every fin is a forfeiture of the hea- 
venly kingdom, for which we ftood fair. (2.) He fhews, 
that difobedience to an exprefs command, though in a fmall 
matter, is a great provocation; as in the cafe of our firft pa- 
rents. (3.) He warns us to take heed of our fpirits ; for that 
which to men may feem but a fmall offence, yet to him that 
knows from what principle, and with what difpofition of mind 
it is done, may appear a heinous crime. 
ting Saul for an error feemingly little, as by a foil fets off the 
lufire of his mercy, in forgiving fuch great fins as thofe of 
David, Manafleh, and others. (5.) We are taught hereby 
how neceflary it is that we wait on our God continually, Saul 
loft his kingdom for want of two or three hours patience. 


15 And Samuel arofe, and gat him up from 
Gilgal, unto Gibeah of Benjamin: and Saul 
numbered the people that were prefent with 
him, about fix hundred men. 16 And Saul 
and Jonathan his fon, and the people that were- 
prefent with them, abode in Gibeah of Benja- 
min; but the Philiftines incamped in Mich- 
mafh. 17 & And the fpoilers came out of the 


camp of the Philiftines, in three companies > 


one company turned unto the way that lead- 
eth to Ophrah, unto the land of Shual. 18 And 
another company turned the way to Beth- 
horon: and another company turned ¢o the 


Mm way | 


(4.) God, in rejec- 


ep 


aK 
on} 


vay of the border, that, looketh to, theevalley 
of Zeboim toward: the wildernefs. 9! ) Now 


there was no fmith found throughout ‘all’ the © 


land of Hrael: (tor the Philiftines faid;’ Left the 
_ Hebrews make ¢hem {words or{pears.)- 20 But 
all the Ifraclites went dowm to the Philitines, 
} s, . <9 
to fharpen’ every man lis fhare; and “his coul: 
ter, and his axe, and his mattock, 21 Yet. they 
9 4 & ae S| 3 : > Oy} 
1ad a file for the mattocks, and. for ‘the. coul- 


ters, and for the-forks, and for the-axes, and,to 


fharpen the goads: = 22 So it» came to: pafs in 
the day of battle, that there was neither fword 
nor {pear found in the hand’ of any of the peo- 
ple that were..with,Saul,and. Jonathan; but 
with Saul and:with: Jonathan his' fon was ‘there 
found. 
Went out to the paflage of Michmath.’ 
» Herevisy 1. Samuel) gone in difpleafure.' Sapl had fet up 
for bimfelf, and + now he is left to himfelf: Samuel-igat. him 
from Gilzal, ver.15. and it doth-not appear, he either prayed 
with him,« or directed: him. - Yet, in going up to Gibeah of 
Benjamin, which was Saul’s city, he-intimated, that-he had 
not quite abandoned -bim, but waited there t& do hima kind- 
nefs another time. . Or he went to the college ofithe prophets, 


there to:pray for Saul, when he did not'think fit to’ pray with — 


him. * 


2. Saul goes after him to Gibeah, and there mufters‘his.ar- 


my, and finds his whole numbers to be: but fix hundred men, 


ver. 15,16. ‘Thus were’ they for their ‘fin diminifbed and’ | 


brought low. ! 

3. The Philiftines ravaged the country, ahd-put all the ad- 
jacent parts under contribution. The body of their army,’ or 
ftanding camp, as it is called in’ the margin, ver. 23.) lay in an 
advantageous pafs at Michmafh ; but thence they feat out three 


feveral parties or detachments, ’ that took feveral ways, to plan. |. 


der the country, and bring in proviiions for the army, ver. 17, 


18. ‘By. thefe the land of Ifraebwas both’terrified and-impo: | 


verifhed, and the Philiftines animated and enriched. ‘This the 
fin of Ifrael bronpht wpon them, Ifa. ali age ye 
4. ‘The Iftaehtes that took the field with Saul’were unarm- 
ed, had only flings and clubs, but not'a fword ‘or {pear among 
them all, except what Saul and Jonathan ’themfelves had, ver. 
19,22. See here, (1.) How’ politic’ the’ Philiftines 


“were. “ When they had power in their hands, and*did= what | 


they pleafed in Tfrael, they put ’down all the fmith’s fhops, tranf 
“planted the {miths into their own country, and forbade any If 
raclite, under fevere penalties, to exercife thertrade or myftery 
of working in brafs or ivon, though they had rich mines of 
both, Deut. viii. 9. in fuch plenty that it was faid of Afher, 
his fhoes feall be iron and brafs, Weut. xxxiil. 25. This was 
fubtilly, done of the Philiftines; for hereby they not: only pre- 
vented the people of Ifrael from making themifelvés weapons of 

_ war, by which they would-be both difufed'to military exercifes, 
and unfurnifhed when there was occafion, but obliged them to 

a dependence upon them, even for the inftraments of hufband- 
‘ry. They muft goto them, i.e. to fome or other of their garri- 
fons, which were difperfed in the country, to have all their 
iron-work done; and no more’ might an Hiaelite do but ufe a 
file, ver. 20, 21. And, no doubt, the Philifline {miths brought 
the Ifraelites long bills for work done, 
Saul was, that did not, in the beginning of his reign, fet him- 
felfto redrefs this grievance.’ Samuel’s not doing it was very 


oa 


\ 
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23 And’ the garvifon of the Philiftines — 


(2.) How impohitic 


wt 


excufible ; he fought swith, other aillerys thunder and dighe. aa 
H 


ening, in an{wer to his ptayer,;-weté to him inftead of fwor, 


and {pear? but for'Saul,’ ‘that prétended to be a king, like the 


kings of the nations, to leave his foldiers’ without {words and gi) 


{pears, and take no, care to: provide! thgm,| efpecially when» he 
might have done it out.of the fpoils. of the Ammonites, whom he 


conquered in the begmning of his reign, was fucha piece, of 


negligence, as could by no meads be excufed: (3.) How 
flothful and mean-{pirited’the: Hraelites were, ‘that fufered the 


Philiftines thus to impofé ‘upom them,’ and had iio! thought ner — 


{pirit to help, themfelves. It was reckéned very bad with:them, 
when there was not a /hield or fpcar found among forty thaufand 
in Lfrael, Judg. v. 8.3 and it was no better now, when there 
was never an Ifraelite ‘with a fword by his fide, but the king 
and his fon ; never a foldiery’ never'a ‘gentleman. “Sure they 
were|reduced to this, or began to be fo, in Samfon’s time's for 
we never find him with {word or {pear in hisshand.  1f they 
had not been difpirited, they could, not: haye-been difarmed ; 
but it was fin that made them naked to their fhame.. ee 


a 


is on the other fide~ but he told not-his father. 
2 And Saul tarried in the uttermoft par of Gi- 
beah, under a pomegranate-tree, which is 


wereabout fix hundred men; 3 And Ahiah 
the fon of Ahitub, ‘I-chabed’s brother, thé fon 


Wr sae PS Say en ORE we, vedic SME ee eis ae 
of Phinehas, the {on of Eli, the Loxp’s prieft 


oh We 
5 


h 7s-in” 
_Migron:.and the people that. were with him 


in Shiloh,, wearing an, ephod:. andthe people 


knew mot. that Jonathan: Was gone. 4 F And 


> 


2 


wa. 
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eter’ the pafaaes by Which Jonathan fought 
to go over, unto the Philiftines.garnfon, /bere 


' was afharp rockon the.one. fide, and ataarp— 
rock. ‘on the: other fide: and >the name of the 


one was’ Bozez, and the namie of the’ other Se- 
‘neh. ' 5 ‘The forefront of the one was fituate 


Horthward over againit Michmafh, and. the o- 
' ther fouthward,, over. iagainftGibeahs: -6)And 
_Jonathan-faid:tothe young man ‘that -bare'his 


armour, Gomeé, andJet us go over unto the gar- 
rifon of thefe uncircumciled jit may be that 
the Loxo will. work for us:,for there in no \re- 
ftraint to ithe Lorn; otosfave by many.or: by 
few! p And his -armour-bearer faid unto-him, 
Do'all that 7s ii" thine “heart? 'futrn “thee; be- 
hold, Iam with thee according ‘to thy heart. 


. $ Then. faid Jonathan, Behold, we will pafs o- 


Yer unto, ¢he/e,. men, and we. will, difcover.cur- 
delvesuntosthem... g Ifthey faycthus santo us, 
‘Parry ‘until wercome™ to’ you yocthen we vwill 
fland Gill ‘tour place, and will not go up un- 


‘the -garrifon “anfwered: Jonatha and hiss ar- 
“‘mbour-bearer, and faid, Come up'td'ts, and we 


Wwilthew. xou.a thing. And Jonathan faid un, 


(oto\ltis armour: bearer, .\Come, mp iatter, mes for 
\) the Lorn ‘hath: delivered. them into the hand 
oP Lfirael." 13° And Jonathan ‘climbed up tpon 
-Bighands alld pon ib feet, and ig armour 


AS) \ ae 


earer after, hiny; and.,.they. fell before, fona+ 

t SIA! ew - : as Pee ‘ t ; 
than 5. ands \his' armeur-bearer flew after him. 
14 !Ané that firft flaughter which\Jorathan: and 


hits: armour. bearer made) Was about twenty men, 


-withim as it were‘an‘half-atre ‘of land, twhich a 
 yoke.ofonen might plough, .15 And there was 
trembling in the hoft, inj the field, and athong 


trembled; and the earth quaked:: -{o it 
Was, a very, great trembling, )scye cy soy 
mat ay . oY TA) Roy sed Sah ayers iis ot ae 

Wd ‘nut here take nodes, REET tase 1 


f é 
Eb Uy, HOP IRE gdddnefs of God ‘in’ retraining’ the Phififtines, 
‘Sowha Had a valt) army) of fou nien-ii) the field, from falling 
ptpon that litde handful of timorous, trembling! people, that 
by, ‘Saul had. with, him, whom they would. eafily, have fwallow- 
~ ed up, at once. It is an invifible. power that. fets bounds to 
1 the malice of the church’s enemies, and fatfets them’ not’ to 
») deothat whieh we would think’ theré!is nothing ‘to hidder'them 


soem eo tee *ivn+ 
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people ;, the. garrifon,)and the {poilers, © 
y _ they, al f 


oe SS lA IM a Geshe . “245 


2. Of the! weaknols of Saul, whd fens ‘hereto’ have “been 
quite, ata lofs, and fupable! to helpphimfelt. ios 
1/4! He-pitched his tent underia tree, and had but fix, hun- 


ney 


. . / - 
dred men with him, ver. 2. Where were.now the three thou- 


fand men he had chofen; and put fuch a confidence in? chap. 
xiii, 2. Thofe ‘whom he’ trafted ‘too much’ to, failed bim 
whén he moft needed them. He durft nowftayin Gibeah, bus 
got-into-fome obfcure-place, .in 'the-uttermoft: partof the city, 
under a pomegranate jtree, under Rimmon, fo the word is 
Ha-Rimmon, that. Rimmon ,near Gibeah; in. the. caves of 
which thefe fix hundred. Benjamites ‘that’ efcaped, hid’ them- 
felves, Judge xx 47.-Some-think ' there Saul took thelter 5 
fo mean; and abject-was:, his {pirit, now, .he~ was! fallen junder 
God’s difpleafure, every hour expecting the Philiftines upon 


him, and thereby the accomplifhmant of Samuel’s threatenings — 


chap. kui. 34. © Phofe can never think themlelves fafe, that 
fee thenifelves ‘alt out of God?s: protection FEU Ag 
2dly,:Now he feoti for a ptieft) and the lark; 'a)prieft. from 
Shiloh, ard the; ark from» Kinjath-jearimy sver. 3, 184). Saul 
had done ill to. offer faorifice himfelf, chap, xtit..9.3 now he 
refolyes never to fall into that error again, and thérefore fends 
for’a prieftj’ and -hopesto” compromifé ithe “matter with God 
Almighty by. a partial reformation, ‘as many ido: whofe hearts 


“ave unhumbled and unchanged: «Samuel: the dcord?s: prophet 

had forfaken ‘himy’ but he thinks he canomake up thatilofs}::by 
commanding, Ahiah the Lord's:prieft tom attend shim, and he - 
will not make him. ftay for him, nor ireprove shim, as Samuel - 


had‘ done, : but will do-juftvas heabids Him, veri1 8,019.0 Mas 
ny love;to have sfuch-miniftersithati willbe whats they would. 
have them be; and prophefy {mooth things to them ;. and. thygr 
carefling) thenr becaufe: they are prietts, :theycbope will atone 
for theirtenmity tothofe minifters thatodeal -faithifully and plains 
ly with: them. 0: He wilkalfo. daave-the cark! brought, perhaps, 
to. upbraid Samuel, who, in the days of: his goveraménty: dor 
ought appears, had not:made.ady public ufe) of iti; erin hopes 


thatthat would) make sup’ the . deficiency ofishis forces. One 


would: think, they: fhould»never have-brought thew ark into, the 
camp again, fince the lath’ time, wheni it not only did. mot 
feyethem, but: did itfel ffall.into: the; Philitines: habds:¢ lows it}is 
common for thofe that jiaveidoft the fabltance: of religions ite 
be moft fontefithe fhadows.oflity asrhére.is a defexted prince 
‘courting a-deferted pricles sing 2c0 

3- Of the braveryiand; piety of): 


" f 
caplinit Sila bos chadoree 
¢ 


who wassmuel: fitter than -the father.to awear.the crown, A 


Sweet imp (faith Bithop, Hall) owt) of a, crab fhogkey sot ys 

» Dfty Heirefelved: to ge dncognito into the camp of} the Phi« 
liftines; did not acquaint his father sith his rie 
sbhey 


knew he would forbid-him ; nor-the people 5 for, he-knew 


would all difeourage him ; and becaufe he refolved mot to -heed 


their objections, -he refolved ,not.to hear| them,) nor: alk: their 
advice,: vers 1,.2¢ “Not had: he fo great an opinion of ,the 
prieft asito'confult him;, bat being conf{cious of .aidivine im« 


pul putting him wponjit, he threw: himfelf into the smouth of — 


dangér, in hopes of doing  fervice\to-his country, «The way of 
-accels to.the enemy’s camp is defcribed,.ver..4, 5..\to be. highs 
ly dificult, and their, natural iatrenchments impregnables. yet 


» that doth not, difcourage him ; the ftrength and. fharpnefs of 


the rocks do but harden and whet his refolutions... Great and 


| generous fouls,are‘aninated) by oppofition, aad take.a pleafure 


in breaking through it. : 


2d/y,, He encouraged his armour-bearer,. a young man that — 


attended him,, to: go along. with him in this daring enterprife, 


¥en. 6.) Come and: let. us pat our lives\in our hands, and> go 
| ever ¢o the enemy’s garrifoa, and try what. we:can do’ to’ put 
, them into confufion. See..whence he. draws. his. encourage~ 


ments. (1-) They are yncircumenfed, and have not .thefeal 
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of the covenant in their flefh, as we have.’ Fear. not, we 
fhall do well enough with them, for they, are'\not under the 
protection’ of God’s covenant, as we) are; cannot call. him 
theirs, as we can, by the fign of circumcifions ; ‘If fuch as are 
enemies to us, are alfo {trangers. to God we reed not. fear 
them. ..,,(2.) -God.is.able to make us two victorious ever their 
unnumbered regiments, ,.-Dhere is no reftraint to the Lord, no 
limitation to the holy One of [frac], but it is.all one to his, 
to fave by many or, by few. "This is a truth eafily granted in 
general, ;that it: is all. alike to © /manipotence, what: the inftnt- 
ments are .by which it works; and yetiit is not: fo eafy.toiap- 
ply it to a particular cafe: when) -we}-are .but-few, and’ feeble, 
then to believe that God-can not-only fave us, but fave by. us, 
this is an inftance of faith, which, poiae ree it a fhall. obtain 
a ae yale 


ett 


that foo no, ples 2 Cheons xii Ife dee ) Whe ihc 
but he that | can, ule us for-his glory, will, do it?:J¢ may bes 
the Lord will work for us, work, with us, work a fign or mi-) 
racle for us3, fo:the Chaldee. . We may: encourage ourfelves 
with hope,, that God. will appear for.us, ‘though .we have not 
ground on which. to build an affurance. =\An adtive faith will: 
venture far 3 in God’s caufe upon an; It. may.be., - 
His armour-bearer, or efquire, as if he had Jearned to cars 
ry, not his arms only, but his heart, promifed to.ftand by him, 
and. follow. him, whitherfoeverhe went, -ver.:7...-We. have: 
reafon to think, Jonathan felt a.divine impulfe and imprefhon, 


putting him upon this bold adventure, in which he was encouraged... 


by his feryants concurrence, elfe the danger was fo great which 
he ran upon, that he,had rather tempted God than’ trufted; 
him. And perhaps, he had an actual. regard .to.that »word-of 
Jofhua, chap. xxil..10... One man of: you, hall, chafeia Viator 
fand, borrowed from Mokes, Deut. xxxii. 30. 


3dly, How bold foever his refolution was, he nefolveid | to. 


follow’ ‘providence 4 in the execution. of, Jt, , which rhe believed, 


‘would age i with its eye, Pal, xxxii., 8. ‘and, which: there), 
| advantageoufly pofted;-the Ifraelites had fled before themj not 
| an.enemy, made head, again{t:them;  but-one gentleman and. his. 


ae be fo _gautious: as. to bid us gobs we wall Sea no fur- 


ther, taking | that for: an intimation, of providence,. that God, ; 


would have us at -defenfively ; and we will. prepare as well as 
we can, to give them a warm. reception, iver. g. 3, but if they 
be fo prefumptuous as to challenge us, and. the firft centinel we, 
meet, with bids. us march on, we will puth forward, and make 
as brifk an. onfet, affuredly gathering from thence,’ that itis 
the’ ‘will’ ‘of ‘God we fhould a& offenfively, and then, not: 
doubting but! he will and by us, ver. 10.; and upon this iffue 
he puts’it, firmly believing, as we all fhould, (1.) That! God 
has the governing of the hearts and: tongues of all men,) even’: 
of thofe that. know.him not, nor have any regard to him ; and 
ferves his own purpofes by them, though they. mean not, fo, 
neither doth-their heart'think fo. Jonathan knew God.could 
difcover: his mind to ‘him if he pleafed, and would do it, fince 
he depended upon-him, as furely by the mouth’of a’ Philiftine, 
as by the mouth of a prieft. 
~ or other, direct the fteps of thofe that acknowledge him‘in all 
‘their ways, and feek unto him for direétion, with full purpofe of. 


heart to follow his condu@.  Sometimes-we find moft com- 
fort-in:that which: is:leaft our own ‘doing,and‘into which we — 


have been led. by the he aati but - well-obferyed Rtas! ie u 
ke iaess , 


SA UM ee eos 
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<(2.) That God will, fome way | 
. ple. that were with him, Number now, and fee: 
- who is gone from’ us. 


"Chap. XIV. 


4thly, Providence ‘gave him the fi ie he expected, and he — 
anfwered the fignal. He and his armour-bearer did not far- 
prife the Philiftines when they were -afleep, but difcovered 
themfelves to them by day-light, ver. 11. The guards of the 
Philiftines; (11) Difdained them, ‘upbraided them with the — 
cowardice of many of their, people, and looked upon them 
to he of the. regiment of fneakers: Behold, the Hebrews. 
come forth out of their holes, If fome of Chrift’s foldiers play 
the coward, others that play the’ man, may, p perhaps, be up= 
braided with it. (2.)’ They defired thém:: ‘ver.''12. Come; 
and we wiil fhew you a thing ;)as if they came’ hike children’ 
to gaze about them ; but meaning, as,Goliath, chap. xvil. 44. 
that they would give them as meat 1o the fowls of the air, ‘Theyy — 
bantered them, not doubting but to make.a prey of. them.. 
This greatly emboldened Jonathan. With it he~ -enicou- 
raged his fervant. . Hé had fpoken’ with uncertainty, ver. 6. 
It may be the Lord will work for us 3-but-now with affurance, 
ver. 12,.The Lord-has delivered them, not into our hand ; he 
fought not his own glory; but into the hand of Hrael; for he 
aimed at nothing but the advantage of the public. His faith 
being thus’ ftrengthened; no difficulty can ftand before him 5 
he climbs up the’rock; upon all four, ver. 13. though he had 
nothing to: cover him, nor any but his own fervant -to fecond_ 
him, nor any.human probability of any: ang but.death before 
him. 

5thly, The wonderful fuccefs of this aed ay! enterprifé. The 
Philiftines, inftead of falling upon Jonathan, to flay him, or | 
take him) prifoner,. fell before: him, ver..1 3 canpnciuablyel 
upon the firft blow he gave.. They fell dive.\0% 20) Mn sa5 2 

(i.) They. were many of\them flain by him: nd his armour- 
bearer, ver. 14+,twenty Philiftines-fell:prefently. In was: not: 


‘fo much, the name of Jonathan, that: made them: yield fo tame-: 


ly, though fome think that\was, become. terrible to:them,xfinces . 
he {mote one of their: garrifons, chapoxili. 3. but i owas God?s:} 
right-hand, and his arm, that got-him this viG@toryso0: §oqcso>% 
(2.) The reft.-were. put to flight, and fell, foul. upon: one, 
another : ver. 15... There. was. trembling in» the hoft.. ‘Theres 
was no vifible caufe. for fear, - ‘they were numerous;~bold, and: ~ 


man;.and.yet-they fhook-like ap afpen-leaf; the confternation 
was-general ; they,all.trembled, even the.fpoilers ; thofe that - 
had been moft bold and fraud: fhared in the common fright; ~ 
the joints of their, loinsiwere Joofed, and.their:knees {mote one _- 
againft another 5, and..yet:, none of .them could tell. why, ‘or 
wherefore... It, .is.called.a..trembling of (God, fo' the ‘original - 
phrafe. is, Gignifying,. not only, ,as..wevrender it, a very great. 
trembling, which they could not refift, nor. -reafon. themfelves.... 
clear of, but that it. was fupernatural, and..caime. AMLIB 
from,thejhand.of God. He that made the heart, knows how 
to make, it tremble, To complete; the confufion, even. the; 


_ earth quaked, and.made them ready,to fear that it would fink, 
under them. Thofe. that. will-not fear the eternal God, : 


hes... 
can make them aftaid of a Maddow. See Expy: XXVille Me 
Tay) XXX, TAs 6 yo! ls Civ Caw shee 


16.And the sectt hic eas af Saul i in ne ORNS of 
Benjamin looked ; and behold, the multitude ~ 
melted away, and they went on, beating down. 
one another., 17 Then faid Saul unto the peo-. _ 


= 


And when they had. 
numbered, behold, Jonathan and his armour- 
bearer were not there... 18 And Saul faid unto, 


. Abiah, Bring hither:the. ark. of God ;. (far, the. 


gales a3) 


draw thine hand. *“20 And Saul and all the 


~ 2 Chiron. sexsnagy sre 


,>* ee 


rw pak 


‘Chap. XIV. bee I. 
ark of God was at ‘that time with the children 
of Ifrael.) 19 § And ‘it came to pafs while 
Saul talked unto the prieft, that the noife that 
was inthe hoft of the Philiftines-went on, and 
inereafed >and Saul faid unto the prieft, With- 


people that were with him, affembled them- 
felves, and they came: to the battle ; and be- 
hold, every: man’s {word was againit’ his fellow, 
and there ‘was a very great difecomfiture. 21 
Moreover, the Hebrews that were with the 
Philiftines before that, time, which went up 
with them into the camp from the country round 
about, even vthey alfo turned ‘to be’ with ‘the 
Ifraelites, that were with Saul and Jonathan. 
22 Likewife all the men of Ifrael which had hid 
themfelyesin. mount Ephraim, when they heard 
that the:Philitines. fled, éven they alfo followed 
hard after them in the battle. 23 So the Lorp 
faved Ifrael that day: and the’ battle’ paffed’ 
over wnto Bethe veto : i.05.<idesaow on}. hi 
We have here’ the profecution and improvement of the won- 


derful advantages which: Jonathan and his armour-bearer gain+ 


ed again{t the Philiftines. i Andted 
41. The: Philiftines were, by the power'of God, fet ‘againit 


one another. Theyomelted'away like fnow’ before: the fan,” 


and ‘ewent'on beating’ down one another; ver\r6i3fors very 20, 
every man's fword was ayzinft his fellow. When'they fled for‘ 
fear, inftead of turning back ‘upon thofe’ that:chafed them, they 
reckoned thofevonly’ their enemies that {tood in’ their way, 'and 
treated ‘them:accordingly: °‘The Philiftines*were’ very fecure,, 
beéaufe all the-{words and fpears:were in their Hands’; ° Lfrael’ 


_ had none) except what Saul and. Jonathan: had 3 but now’ 
God fhewedthem the ‘folly of that “confidence, ’by making” 


their own Swords and {pears the inftraments of their! deftruc-' 


tion, and-more fatal in-their-own thands,‘than if they had been” 


DIssit ot 


in ‘the shands “of Iffael) ‘See the’ like: done, Jadg.-vii.-2. av: 
2. The Ifraelités wére-hereby animated’again(t thems" : 


rt, Notice was-foon:taken of it’by: the'watchmenof Saul): 
thofe that’ {tood:centinel at Gibeah, ver.-16:>they were aware*’ 
that the hoft of the'enemly wassin great’confufion,” and: that a! 
great flaughter was’made among ‘them, and * yet’ upon fearch? 
they found ‘one “of their’own forces“abfent,” bit only Jonathan”. 
and his fervant, ver: 17.; ~whichy’no doubt, ' greatly animated’ |’ 


them, and’ affured them, ‘that “it \could “be no other than “the 
Lord’s doing, when there-was no more of ‘man’s’ doing ‘than’ 
what thofe two could:do againft'a great-hott:: SS UN 
2dly; Saul began to inquire: of God; but foon defifted: His: 
fpirit was not come down fo far, as to allow him’‘to confult 
with Samuel; though, it is, probable, ‘he was near‘him ; for‘we: 


read, chap. xiii. 15. that he wasicome to Gibeah of Benjamins): 
but he called for the ark, ver. 18. defiring to know. whether . 


it would be fafe for him to attack the Phihitines, upon:the dif. 


order they perceived them‘to bé’in:’ Many ‘will-confult God* 


about their fafety, that would never ‘confult him:abour'their dus 
ty. But perceiving by his {counts that thernoife in the enemy’s' 
camp. increafed,. he commanded the :prieft that. officiated to. 
break off abruptly, Wethdraw.thine hand, ver, 19. ‘confult no 
more, wait no longer for an anfwer.. He was very unwife in- 


deed, if (as fome think) he forbade him'to lift up his hands. 


eg 
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‘|. when they fee it vidtorious as ‘well ‘as rightedus? 


<F7 


in prayer 5 for when Jofhua was adtually engaged with Ama- 
lek, Mofes continued {till to lift up his hands. It is rather a 
prohibition to his inquiring of the Lord, either, (1.) Becaufe 
now he thought he did not need an anfwer, the cafe was plain 
enough. And yet the more evident it was that God did all, 
the more reafon he had to inquire, whether he would give him 


- leave to-do any'thing.' Or, (2.) Becaufe now he would not 


flay for it ; he was in fuch hatte to fight a falling enemy, that 
he would'not {tay to make an end of his devotions, nor hear 
what anfwer God would give him. A tittle thing will divert 
a vain and carnal mind ‘from réligious éxercifes. He that be- 
lieveth, will not make ‘fuclt hafte as this; nor reckon any bufi- 
nefs fo urgent, ‘as not’to allow him” time to take God along 
with him. . Sys ae : a 
3d/y, THe,-and alf the little force he had, made a vigorous. 
attack upon’ the:enemy 3‘ all the’people were cried together, fo 
the word is, ver. 20.' for want of the: filver trumpets, where- 
with God appointed them to fount! an alarm in'the day of Bat. 
tle, Numb.'x. 9... They funimoned them, tozether ‘by. fhout- 
ing, and their number was not fo preat, “but ‘that they might. 
foon be got together. And now they feem’ bold “and ‘brave, 
when the work is ‘done to their hands. Our Lord Jefus, has 
conquered our fpiritual enemies, routed’ and differfed' them,” 
fo that: we are cowards indeed, if we will hot fad to our: 
asi when.it is. only to purfue. thé’ victory, ‘and divide’ the: 
poil. SRST OF patsy SISAGLY med ire 
4thly, Every Hebrew, even thofe ftom whom ‘one’ would 


~ Teaft have expected it, now turnéd’his hand‘ againft the’ Phili- 


ftines.“(5.) Thofe'that had'deferted, and” gone over 'to the 


" enemy;'and were among'thém}‘now fought againft them, ver2. 
_ 2r0fomethink, they were fuch. as had been’ taken prifoniers by 


them, and’now they were as goads in’ their’ fides it) rather™ 


_ feems that they went in’ to them Volubtarily 5 but, tow they faw: 


them ‘falling; recovered the ‘hearts of Lfraclites, and did valiant. \ 
ly for their countrys (2) Thofe thathad tun their ‘Colours, 


«and hid themfelves im the’ mountains, returned to ‘their polts,, > 


and joined in with the:purfuers, ver. 22. hoping, by their great. 
officioufnels; ‘now the danger was over ‘and the WAR fure, 

to‘utone for their’ former ‘cowardice. “Tt was nde much’ togheir 
praife to appear now } but it 'would have been more'to.their 
reproach, if they Had‘ not’ appeared.” "ThOfe” are “remifs and- 
faint-hearted indééd,; that will not’ a@in' the ‘caufe of God, 


“Thus-alb hands ‘were at work again{t thé Philiftines, and ce. 
very Tfraclite flew a8 many’ as he could, without fword or fpear; 
yetsit'is faid, ver 23. it was the Lord that faved Trael that. 
day: He'did it by’them; for without him they could. do no-: 
thing. Salvation. is-of the Lord. "* ve Stet a sy ta J a 
24 F And the men of Tfracl were diffreffed 
that day : for Saul had adjured the: people, fay- 
ing, ,\Curfed ; be. the iman. that.eateth» any food 
until the evening, that. may°be ‘avenged ‘on 
mine enemies : {6 none! of the people tafted a. 
ny food. 25 And all they of .the land came. to: 
a.wood, and there.was honey. upon the ground.’ 
26, And when the people were: come“into’ the: 
wood, behold, the honey. dropped? but no man 


put his: hand-to™ his mouth’: for’ the people 


_feated the oath... 27 But. Jonathan heard not. 


when,his father charged the. people withthe 
oath:: wherefore he put forth the end of the: 


-tod that was in ‘his hand, and dipt it in an ho- 


ney.. 


7 
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mot 


ney-comb,; and. put 


his eyes were enlightened. , 28, Themantwered 


his hand:to hiswme@uth;,and . 


one of the people, and faid, Thy father ftraitly | 


*) 


fed be. the man that eateth, any food,.this, day. 


charged the people with an dath, faying, Cur- | 


And,the people. were, faints.1 29<Dhen faidai}o- | 
nathan, My: father hath troubled the land? fee, | 


1 pray ‘you; how mine'eyes have Bee enlight- 


4 | 3 feta ey eh 2b BOUT OIE OT SMe 
ened, becaiife T’tafted’ a little’ of this, honey : | 


30 How much more, if haply, the people.,had 
eaten freely to:day:of the fpoil of theix enemies 


“which they found?.for had there'not beer now | 
‘a much’ greater flaughter among the Philiftmes? | 
ay And they {mote the Philiftines that,day | 
from; Michmath, to, Ayalon: and..the people 
were very faints:.32 And the people flew: up-_ 
on’ the fpoil, and took’ fheep, and” oxen, ‘anid | 
calves, and flew them on the ground: and the | 
. people did eat them with the blood,.33) qj, Chen. | 
they, told. Saul, faymg, Behold, the :people<fin || 
cagainft.the Lorp, in: that''they' eat.with the | 
blood. - And he faid, Ye have tranfgreffed roll | 
a great ftone unto me this day. 34 And Saul. 


faid, Difperfe yourlelvesamong the people, and 
fay unto them, Bring:me hither-every man his 


ox, and every maw his fheep, andflay them here, 
sand eat; and fin not againft the Lorp in eat. 
“ing with the blood,’ And all the people brought . 


‘every man his ox. with him that night, and flew 


‘built ‘unto the’ Lorn. > 
gat yy Spy «tt Ay f 


pon a Bet geo 


prefént joys fubje&t to; and fuch obftructions’ doth many a good 
veaufe meet with, even then when’ it feems moft profperous, 
_ovhrdugh the nnfmanagement of inftruments.. - pee a 
1. Saul forbade the people, undér the penalty of a curfe, ‘to 
tafte any food that day, ver. 24. - Here we will fippofe, ( 1.) 


“mitted to it, and God fo far owned it, ‘as to difcover, by ‘the 
‘Jot, that Jonathan’ was the delinquent that had® meddled” with 
the accurfed thing, ‘though ignorantly, for which God! twotild 
not be at that time inquired of by them.» (2.) That hé did i 
» with a good: intention, left'the people; who, perhaps, had been 


kept for fome time at fhort allowance, ‘when they found pléen- 


ty of victuals in the deferted camp “of the Philiftines, fhould 


fall greedily upon that, and fo lofe tithe''tn’ purfuing ‘the ‘ene- | 


any 5 andifome’ of them, it may be; elut'themfelves to that de- 
gree, as not'to be-fit for any more fervice that’ day. To pre- 
went this, he forbade them to tafte any food, and laid himfelf, 
it is likely, under the fame reftraint. And yet his making this 


gained time, it loft ftrength, for’ the’ purfuit. 


s the moath of the ox, whin be treads out the corm. Td forbid 


them to feaft, had been commendable ; but to. forbid them fo 


much as to tafte, though they were never fo hungry, was bat- 


4 


a them there. 35 And.-Saul built amaltarunto * 
the Loxp + the'fame'was the firft altarthat he | 


~ 7 ; ‘ ? , 7 
ko eh a gE ae 


Chay. Xv. 


‘ ad ‘; 
barouss, , (3..) Tt.was impiaus;to,enforde the-prohibition avith * 


a curfe and an.oath, , Edad diein9) penalty. lels tham an ianathes 
ma wherewith.to {upport. his, militany, difcipline 2 Death for 


fach a crime had jbeen too, much, sbut-efpecially ideath withsa - — 


curfé. ‘Lhough fuperiovs ;may;chide.and, correct, !they may 
not, curfe their,,infeniors:, our rule ji6yi, Blefay, and»cunfe inat. 
When David tpeaks,,of an enemy: he:had,, that loved: curfing, 
perhapsthe meant Saul, Pil acis, ypyik 8s. giud fee mole oe 
bi 2yThe, people -obfenved, his,order, 5) butcit ;had imaniy iacons 
yenicncies attending) it. > (1-). The foldiers, were: tantahaeds 
for, in, thein purfuit, of the enemy,.it happened) they went thro’ 
a wood fo full of wild, boney,;thap-it. dropped «from the trees 
upon.the. ground ; the Philidines, having, perhaps in thein fight, 


broke in upon, the honey-combs, for, their own sefrefhment,and 


Jeft them running,... Cangan flowed withchoneysand-here asian 
inflance of it,..."Lhey.fucked,honey ont-of/sbe rack, the iflinty 
rocky Deut. xxxii. \03. “yyet,.for fear; of, the\curfe, they! did 
not fo much as tafte the honey,.vers, 25. 26.) bhole are wore. 
thy the name of Hraelites, that .canjdeny,.themfelves and itheir 
own appetites, even then when they aré moft craving; andthe 
delights of fenfe moft tempting, for fear of guilt and a curfe, and 
theatable. becoming a; {nare, ' Létius néyer*feed outfel¥es,much. 
lls feaft ourfelves, withoyt fear, ¢,(2,) Jonashan, fell jpder the 
curfe through ignorance. He heard not of the charge his fa- 
thier Had? “piven 5° for “having bravely forced’ the ‘ines, he 
was) thens following’ the ¢hace, and’ thérefoté might }jiltly be 


looked upon as.exempted from the charge, arid:notintendediin — 


it. But it feems it was taken for granted,’ and he, himfelf did 


not object againft it afterwards, that itrextended to him,though - 


abfent upon fo good an occafion. “He, nut knowing any, peril 


-imit, took.up’a piete of a-héney+comb upon the end of his ftaff, 


and fucked pit,:iversy 272) land. was fonGbly. refrethed by it's! ‘Bes. 
eyes were. enlightened, whiah begain: to| grow dimithtough hunger. 
and faintnefs: it made his cquntenance; look pleafant and chear- 
ful, for it was fichas a {tander-by’ might. difcern, yer, 29. See 
‘how mine eyes have been'enlightened. He thought no harm, nor 
fegred/any,. till one of “the peoplefacqnainted ‘him ‘with the or- 
der, and.then he, found himéelf in: af{nares’| Many a good fon. 
has been; thus. entangled. and, diftreffed, more- ways than one, — 


Ce et P bycthe tafhdete Of ape inconfiderat father... Jonathan,’ for; hi 
-  Wehave here‘an account of'the diftrefs’ of the chil en of | ¥ Ls Fig Sage) aren attiner Jopeaneye fo bie 
Vrael, event in ‘the’ day of their triumphs. Such ‘allays are all 


part, Toft the’ crdwht he was heir to, by his father’s folly, which, 


ity may be, this! was’ aw ill omen of. (3.)'The foldiers were — 
faint, and -grew feeble, in the purfuit of the Philiftines!~ ‘Jona 
than forefaw, this. would: be ‘the.effe@: of it, theie fpirits would _ % 
_ flag, and their {trength would fail, for want.of fuftenance. Such 
ts the natute of our Sass that. they foon grow unfit for fer~ 
‘| vice, if they be’ not fappli ite h recruits. . Daily work 
; ‘That, ‘as king, he had power to put his foldiers under’ this in- : shat oon ies pare aw Picts 
> oterdi&,-and, to bind it on with-a curfes and thérefore they fub- 


ciinmot be done without ‘daily bread; which therefote-otr Fas 
ther in;heavenj gracioufly gives us. © It is braad-that_/rengthens 


' man’s heart; therefore Jonathan reafoned: very wells Zf the pea- 


ple-had eaten freely, there had beena much greater faughter, 
ver. 30. but, as it was, they were very faint, too much fatigued, 
(fo the Chaldee), aid! began to'think more’ of their meat than 
of their,work.) : (q+) The worlt effe& ofiall was, that'at even- 
ing, when, the re(traint was taken off, and they veturned to their 
food again, they were fo greedy and eager upon it that they: eat ; 
the flefh. with’ the blood, exprefsly contrary: to the law. of God, 


wets 320° Two hungry’ meals5- we fay, make the third a:glut- 


ton.2dtwas fo-here. “'Ehey would not flay ‘to have ‘their meat. 


| either duly. killed, for they flew them upon the ground, and did 
: 4s | not hang -thempup,as they vfed to do; that the blood mighe all: 
fevere order was, (1.) Impolitic, and very ‘unwife; for if it | spb rs ANESSINA PRR) PFs ah Sail gob 
(2.) It was im- 


) run out of them, or duly dreffed ; but fell greedily. upon it, be- ‘ 
» -perious, nach ditobliging to the people; and worfe than! malzeling | 


“fore it was half boiled, 
formed of it, teproved them for' the fin, ver. 35. Ye have tran/= 


or half roaited; wer. 32.. Saul being in- 
greffed;; but-did not, as’ he fhould have'done; relea& upon him. 


felt as having been acceflary to it, and having the Lord's peiple 
_ totrapfgrefs, ‘To put a flop to this irregularity, Saul ordered 
hes . them — 


+ 


« 
; 


i 
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them to fetupaigrert flone before hint and let ail that had cat- 


tleito kill for.thar prefent uf, bring*them thither, atd kil therm 
under hisieye wpon ‘that {tone, ver. 33. and the people did, 
vert 34. fo cafily were they reftrained and reformed, when their | 
prince took. care to do shis part. “If miagiftrates would bat’ afé | 


their power as they might, people would be made better than 


they are, with ‘more “eafe than is imaginéd:  La/ffly, On'this — 


eccafion Saul built an altar, ver. 35. that he micht offer facti- 
fices, either by way of acknowledgement of the victory they had 


obtained, or by’ way of ‘atonement: forthe fin they had been | 


guilty of The fome-awas the firf altar that he built ; and, per- 


haps, the ‘rolling of the great {tone total! the beats on, minded } 
him of converting it into an altar, elfe he had nog thought of it, 
Saul was turning afidé from God, and yet now he begins. to | 
build altars, ‘being’ moft zealous (as many are) forthe form of | 
godlinels then, «when he was denying the’ power of it. Sée 
Hof vili..14. Lfraclhas forgotten his maker; and biildeth tem- | 
ples. “Some-read it, he began to build that altar; he laid the 
firlt {tone 5» bat fo'halty to purfite his victory, that he could not | 


ftay to finifh it.’ 


Me + 
fol 


the morni & light, ahd: let us-not leave a: man 
of them... And they {aid,-Do whatfoever -feeni_ 


eth good unto thee. «Vhen ‘faid the prieft; “Let 


us draw near hither unto God! 34 And Saul 


afked counfel of God, Shall I go down after the | 
Philiftines? wilt thou deliver them into the | 


hand of Iirael?.. But he anfwered him ‘not that 


the Lorn. liveth, which daveth »Ifrael,: though | 
it‘be:in Jonathan my fon, he fhall furely die. - 


the Lokp God" of Tfrael, Give.a.perfe@ Jot, 


‘And Saul.and Jonathan were. taken: but the | 


people. efcaped. 42 And Saul faid; Cait: lots 


-betweén ‘me and Jonathan ny fon: “And Jo: | 
nathan, was taken? 4 , Then Saul faid to Jona-— 


than, Tell, me what thou haft done, And Jo- 


nathan. told:him,..and faid, I'did but tafte-a. lite | 
tle honey with the end of ‘the rod that war in- 
mine hand, wand lo, 1 muft die. “44 And Saul — 


anfwered, God do ‘fo, ‘and. more allo: for thou 


Shalt furely die, Jonathan. 45 And:the people . 
faid unto Saul, Shall Jonathan. ‘die; who hath ‘ 
_ Wrought this great falyation in Ifrael? God for- 
bid: asthe Lorp liveth, there {hall not one 


hair of his head fall to the ground; for he hath 


es 


pe 
os 


wrought with God this day.:. So the :people re- 


foued\ Jonathan, that: he died “not. °46 Then 


Barebone wy 
Fcdy) ‘e 
ritveh 


360-9 adn Saul: faidd, Bee us go down’ after | 
the Philiftines ‘by night, and {poil them: until | 


‘ 
} 


I ier 3 


Saul went tp from following the Philiftines: and 
the Philiftines went to their own place. 


* Here is, 1. Saul’s {peaking big agamft ‘the Philitines, . Te 
propofed, as foon as his foldiers had got their fuppers, te rurtue 
them-all-night, and not leave a man of them, ver. 36. Here 
he {hewed much: zeal, but little diferétion ; (for his‘army, ‘thus 
fatigued, could as* all’ want-a night’s; {leep jag a. ineal's! heat. 
But it is commen for rath and. foolith men, to confider no aody 
but themfelves; and, fo they may bat have their humour, care— 
not what hardiheps they:put upon thole that are under them. 
However, his people were ‘fo obfequidus to tlhoir'king, that they 
would by no means oppofe the motion, bat refolved to makes 
the beft of ity and, if-he willgo: of, theyiwill follaw hime Do 
whatfocrer feemeth good ante ther. -, Oaly the-priet thought it 
convenient to po on with the devotions that were broken off a- 
braptly, ver. 19. and'to conflilt the oracle? Let us drazw near 
hither unto God. Princes: and’ gréat men, Have/néed of fach 
about them as will thus‘be their rémembrancers, whetever tliey 
0; to take God along with them... Andswhémthe prieft pro- 
pofed it, Saul could: not, for thame, reje@ the motion, but aed 
counfel of God, ver. 37. Shall 1 go down after the. Philijtines 2 
And fhall I fpeed ? ree ec ag nk 

2.His falliny ‘fou! on bis: own‘ {on Jonathaa: ‘and thé reft- 
of this paragraph is: wholly. concerning: him; for, while he is 
profecuted, the Philiftines make theirefcape... We know not 
what mifchief may enfve one rafh refolve. , 

if, God, by giving an intimation of his difpleafare, put Saul 
‘upon fearching for an accurfed thing. When, bythe prieft, 
he confolted the oracle, God an/wered him not, ver. 37. Note, | 
When: God denies our prayers, it:Concerns us to inguire what 
the fin is that hath provoked him todo.fe.. Let us fee where « 
the fin is, ver. 38. tor God’s ear is not heavy that. it cannot 


hear, but it is fin that feparates between us and hime HGod.- 


turns away bur prayer, we have feafon to fafpect it is for fome 
‘iniquity regarded in our hearts, which we are concerhed torfind /~ 
out, that we may put it away, -may mortify it, and put: it to 
death, Saul fwears by his Maker, that whoever was the A- 
chan that troubled the camp, by eating the forbidden fruit, . 
fhould certainly die, though it: were Jonathan himfelfy 7. e. 
though never fo dear to himfelf andthe. people ; litele thinking 


that Jonathan was the man. ver? 39. He Soall farely-diey the 


curfe fhall be executed upon’ him.: But none of the peoplean- 


JSwered him; i. e. none of thofe who knew Jonathan -had-broke —- - 


the order, would inform againft him... 

2dly, Jonathan’ was. difcovered. by lot to be the offender. - 
Saul would: have lots caft .between:-himfelf and Jonathan,*on - 
the one a and the people onthe other, perhaps-becaufe-he 
was as confident of Jonathan’s innocercy in this matter, as-of | 
his own, ver. 40. The.people feeimg him in a heat, durftnot 
gainfay any thing hie. propofed, but acquiefeed: Do’ as Jeemeth 
§00d unto thee. Before he caft lots, he prayed that God would | 
give a perfed lot, ver. 41. i. e: make a.full difcovery: ofthis . 
Matter; or, as it is-in the- margin, that -he would Joew-theing - 
nocent. This was with an. air of impartial juftice. Judges « 
fhould defire that trath may ‘come out, whoever ‘may fuffer by- 
it- Lots thould be calt with prayer, becaufe they are a folemn - 
appeal’to Providence, and by them we-beg of God'to direét 
and determine us, Aéts i. 24; for which reafon fome have con- 
demned games that depend purely-upon lot or chance, as ma- 
king too bold with a facred thing... Yonathan at length cas : 
taken, ver. 42.’ Providence defigning’ hereby to countenance 
and fupport a lawful authority, and to put an honour upon: the 
admimittration of public juftice.in general, referving another way 
to bring off one that had done nothing worthy of death. 


~’ 3dly, Jonathan ingenioufly: confeffeth. the. fae, and- Saul, 


with 


an 


. 


' 


God, and made an anathema. 


x80 


with an angry cuife paffeth fentence upon him.” Jonathan de- 
nies not the truth, nor goes about to conceal it; only he thinks 
it Kard that he mult die for it, ver. 43. He mught very fairly 
have pleaded his invincible ignorance of the law, or have in- 
fifted upon his merit ; but he fubmitted to the neceflity with 
a great and generous mind; God’s and ‘his father’s will be 
done. Thus he fhewed as much valour in receiving the mef- 
dengers of death himfelf, as in fending them among the Phili- 
(lines. It is as brave to yield in fome cafes, as it is in other 
cafes to fight. Saul is not mollified by his filial fubmiffion, nor 
the hardnefs of his cafe; but, as one that affected to be thought 
firm to his wogd, and much more to his oath, even then 
when it bound him hardeft, with another imprecation he gives 
judgment upon Jonathan, ver. 44. God do fo and more alfo to 
me, if I do not execute the law upon thee 3 for thou fhalt fure- 
ly die, Fonathan. (1.) He pafled this fentence too hattily, 
without confulting the oracle. Jonathan had a very good plea 
in arreft of the judgment; what he had done was not malum 
in fe; and for the prohibition of it, he was ignorant of that ; 
fo that he could not be charged with rebellion or difobedience. 
(2.) He did it in fury. Had Jonathan been worthy to die, 
yet it had become a judge, much more-a father, to pafs fen- 
tence with tendernefs and compaffion, and not with fuch an air 
of triumph, like a man perfectly divefted of all humanity and 
natural affection. Juftice is debafed, when it is adminiltred 
with wrath and bitternefs. (3.) He backed it with a curfe 
upon himfelf, if he did not fee the fentence executed ; and this 
curfe did return upon his own head.» Jonathan efcaped ; but 
God did fo to Saul, and more alfo; for he was rejected of 
Let none, upon any occafion, 


— dare to ufe fuch imprecations as thefe, left God fay Amen to 


them, and make their own tongues to fall upon them, Pfal. Ixiv. 


8. He that rolleth this ftone, it will return-upon ‘chim. Yet 4 


we have reafon to think, that Saul’s bowels yearned towards 
Jonathan ; fo that he really punifhed himfelf, and very juftly, 
when he feemed fo fevere upon Jonathan. God made him feel 
the {mart of his own rah edi&, which might make him fear 
being again guilty of the like. By all thefe vexatious accidents, 
God did likewife corre& him for his prefumption, in offering 
facrifice without Samuel. An expedition fo ill begun, could not 
end without fome rebukes. 

ath, 
hand,’ ver. 45. Hitherto they had expreffed themfelves very 
obfervant of Saul; what feemed good to him, they acquiefced 
in, ver. 36, 40. but when Jonathan is in danger, Saul’s werd 
is no longer a law to them, but with the utmoft zeal they op- 
pofe the. execution of his fentence: Shall Fonathan die ? that 
bleffing, that darling of his country? Shall that life be facrifi- 
ced to a punctilio of law and honour, 
expofed for the public fervice, and to. which we owe our lives 
and triumphs? No; we will never-ftand by, and fee him thus 
areated, whom God delights to honour. It is good to fee If- 
raelites zealous for the proteétion of thofe whom God has 
made inftruments of public good. Saul had {worn, that Jona- 
than fhould ‘die; but they oppofe their oath to his, and {wear 
he thall not die: 4s the Lord liveth, there foall not only not 
his head, ‘but not a hair of his head fall to the ground. ‘They 
did not refcue him by violence, but by reafon and refolution. 
And Jofephus faith, they made their prayer to God, that he 
might be loofed from the curfe.. They plead for him that he 
bath wrought with God this day; i. e. he has owned God’s 


caufe, and God. has owned his endeavours; and therefore his | — 


life is too precious to be thrown away upon a nicety. We may 
Siippofe, Saul had not fo.perfectly forgot the relation of a father, 
but that he was willing enough to have Jonathan refcued, and 


well pleafed to have that done, which yet he would not do | 


Lo) Sa eee er 


The people refcued Jonathan out of his father’s’ 


which. was fo bravely | 


Chap. XV. 


himfelf: and he that knows the heatt of a father, knows not 
how to blame him. So f é 
~ Lafily, The defign againft the Philiftines. is quafhed by. this 
ruffle: ver. 46. Saul went up from following them, and fo. an 
“opportunity was loft of completing the victory. When Ifrael’s 
fhields are clafhing with one another, the public fafety and fer- 
vice fuffer by it. . 

47 F So Saul took the kingdom over Ifrael, 
and fought againft all his enemies on every fide, 
againft Moab, and againft the children of Am=> 
mon, and againft Edom, and againft the kings 
of Zobah, and againft the Philiftines: and whi- 
therfoever he turned himfelf, he vexed them. 
48 And he gathered, an hoft, and fmote the A- 
malekites, and delivered Lfrael out of the hands 
of them that fpoiled them. 49 Now the fons 
of Saul were Jonathan, and. Lfhui, and Melchi- 
fhua: and the names of his two daughters were 
_thefe; the name of the firft-born Merab, and 
the name of the younger Michal: 50 And the 


ter of Ahimaaz: and the name of the captain 
of his hoft was Abner the fon of Ner, Saul’s 
uncle. s1 And Kifh was the, father of Saul ; 
and Ner the father of Abner was the fon of A- 
biel. .42 And there. was fore; war againft the 
Philiftines all the days of Saul: and when Saul 
faw any {trong man, or any valiant man, he 
took him unto him, fs 


Here is a general account of Saul’s court and camp. 
1. OF his court and family. ‘The names of his fons an 
daughters, ver. 49. and of his wife, and his coufin-german, 


another wife of Saul’s, 2 Sam. xxi. 8. Rizpah, a fecondary 
wife, and of the children he had by her. 


“9, Of his camp and military aétions. (1.) How he levied 


markably fit for fervice, Ae. took! him-unto him, ver. 


dence to fill it up with the ableft men he’ ‘could ‘make’ choice 
of. (2.) How he employed his army. He guarded his coun- 
try againft the infults. of its enemies-on every fide, and prevent- 
ed their incurfions, ver. 47, 48. It is fuppofed he aed only 
defenfively againft thofe that vfed to invade the borders of If- 
racl: And whitherfoever he turned himfelf, as there was occa- 
fion, he vexed them, by checking and:difappointing them: But 
the enemies he ftruggled moft with,-were the Philiftines, with 
them. he had fore war all his days, ver. 52. ‘He had little 
reafon to — of his royal dignity, nor-had, any of his 
neighbours cavfe'to envy him ; for he had. little enjoyment of 
himfelf after -hestook the kingdom. 
-_nemies, without fome:vexation to himfelf.. Such thorns are 
crowns quilted withh + hes ee bee aan 


In this chapter, we have the final rejection of Saul from be- 
ing king, for bis difabedience to God's command, in not ut= 
. terlydefiroying the Amatlekites. By bis wars and vidto- 


name of Saul’s.wife was Ahinoam, the daugh-— 


that was general of his army, ver. 50. ‘There-is mention of — 


his army: When he faw any frrong valiant man, that was re- — 


5a as Sa- | 
muel had told them the manner of the king would be, chap. 
viii. 11. and if he muft have a ftanding army, it was his pru- © 


He could not vex his e- | 


ries, he hoped to magnify and perpetuate bis own name and — 
: 3 Pa ty hey ibpmoge a: 


syns 


Chap. XV. 1. 


honour; but, by his mifmanagement of them, he ruined him- 
Self, and laid his honour in the dujt. Here is, 1. The 
coumifion God gave him to defray the Amalekites, with 
-.a.command to do it utterly, ver. 1,-—3. 1. Saul’s pre- 
“paration for this expedition, ver. 4,—6. ~ 111, His fuccefs, 
and partial execution of this commiffion, ver. 73—9. IV. 
_ His examinanion before Samuel, and fentence paffed upon 
him, notwithfianding the many frivolous pleas he made to 
excufe himfelf, ver. 10,—31. V. The flaying of Azag, 
~ ver. 32, 33. VI.-Samuel’s final farewell to. Saul, ver. 
345.356 ames ; 
AMUETL alfo faid unto Saul, The Loro fent 
‘me to anoint thee zo be-king over~ his peo- 
ple, over Hrael: now therefore hearken thou 
unto the voice of the words of the Lorp. 2 
Thus faith the Eorp of hofts, I remember that 
which Amalek:did to Ifrael, how he laid wait 
for him in the way when he came up from E- 
-gypt: 3 Now go, and {mite Amalek, and ut- 
terly deftroy all that they have, and {pare them 
not; but flay both man and woman, infant and 
fuckling} ‘ox and theep, camel and afs. : 4 And 
Saul gathered the people together, and number- 
. ed them in 'Telaim, two hundred thoufand foot- 
men, and ten thoufand-men of Judah. 5 And 
Saul came to a city of Amalek, and-laid wait in 
_ the valley. © Y And Saul faid unto the Ke- 
nites, Go, depart, get you down from among 
the Amalekites, left I deftroy you: with them: 
for ye fhewed kindnefs to all the children of If 
rael when they came up out of Egypt. Sothe 
Kenites departed from among the Amalekites. 
7 And Saul {mote the Amalekites from Havi- 
_ lah, wnzi/ thou comeft to Shut, that’ zs over a- 
_ gainft Egypt. 8 And he took Agag the king 
of the Amalekites alive, and utterly deftroyed 
all the people with the edge of the fword. 9 
But Saul and'the people fpared Agag, and the 
_beft of the fheep, and of the oxen, and of the 
fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, 
and woud not utterly deftroy,them: but every 
thing that was vile: and refufe, that they de- 
ftroyed utterly, oh Camm 
Here, 1. Samuel, in God’s name, folemnly requires Saul 
to be obedient to the command of God, and ‘plainly intimates, 


ee 


that he was now about.to put him upon atrial, in one particular 


inftance, whether he would be obedient or no, ver. 1. And 
the making of this fo exprefsly the trial of his obedience did very 
much aggravate his difobedience. (1.) He minds him of what 
God had done for him; The Lord fent me to anoint thee to be a 
_ king. God gave thee thy power, and therefore he expects thou 
thouldft ufe thy power for him. He put honourupon thee, and now 
thou mutt ftudy how to do him honour. He made thee king over 
Ifrael, and now thou mutt plead Iftael’s caufe, and avenge their 


thou art a fubject to the God of Lrael, and muft be commanded 
by him. Men’s-preferment, inftead of difcharging them from 
their obedience to God, obligeth them fo much the more to 


“1g EOL LL, 


‘he had.thoufands at: his call. 


quarrels. Thou art advanced to command Ifrael ; but know that 


4 
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it. Samuel had himfelf beém employed to anoint Saul, and 
therefore was the fitter to be fent with thefe orders to him. 
(2.) He tells him in general, that, in confideration of this, 
whatever God commanded him to do, he was bound to do it: 
Now therefore hearken to the voice of the Lord. Note, God’s 
favours to us lay {trong obligations upon us, to be obedient to 
him. This we muft render, Pfal. exvi. 12. ~ 

2. He appoints him a particular piece of fervice, in which 
he muft now thew his obedience to God, more than in any: 
thing he had done yet.. Samuel promifeth God’s authority to 
the command : ‘Thus faith the Lord of hofts, the Lord of all © 
hofts, of Ifrael’s hofts.. He alfo gives hima reafon for the 
command, that the feverity he muft ‘ufe might not feem hard : 
L remember that which Amalek did to Hratly ver. 2. “God 
had an ancient quarrel with the Amalekites, for the injuries 


. they did to his people Ifrael, when! he brought them: out of E- 
“gypt. We have the flory; Exod. xvii. 8. and the crime is ag- 


gtavated, Deut. xxv. 18. He bafely {mote the hindmoft of 
them, and feared not God. God then fwore, that he would 
have war with Amalek from generation to generation ; and that, 
in procefs of time, he would utter/y put out the remembrance of 
Amalek. This is thé work that Saul is now appointed to do : 
ver. 3. Go and fmite Amalek.  Ifrael is now ttrong, and the 
meafure of the iniquity of Amalek is now full:-now go and: 
make. a full riddance of that devoted nation. He is exprefsly 
commanded to kill and flay all before him, both man and wo- 
man, infant and fuckling, and not {pare them out of pity ; ox and’ 
Iheep, camel and afs, and. not {pare them out of covetouf- 
nefs. Note, (1.) Injuries done to God’s Ifrael, will certain- 
ly be reckoned for fooner or later, ¢fpecially the oppofition gi- - 
ven them, when they are coming out of Egypt,’ (2.). God 
often bears long with thofe that.are marked for ruin, ‘The fen- 
tence pafled, is not executed {peedily. (3-) ‘Though he bear 
long, he will not bear always. The year of recompenfe for 
the controverfy of Ifrael will come at laft. Though divine juf 
tice ftrikes flow, it {trikes fure.  (4.) The longer judgment is’ 
delayed, many times the more feyere it is when it comes. (5.) 

God chufeth out inftruments to do his work, that are fitteft 
for it. This was bloody work ; and'therefore Saul muft do it, 
that was a rough and fevere man. ee y yey 

3. Saul hereepon mutters his forces, and makes a defcent 
upon the country of Amalek. It wasa brave army that he 
brought into the field, ver. 4. Two hundred thoufand 
footmen, When he was to engage the Philiftines, and the fuc-' 
cefs was hazardous, he had but fix hundred attending him, 
chap. xiil..15.; but now he was to attack the Amalekites, by 
exprefs order from Heaven, in which he'was fure of victory, 
But whatever it was at other 
times, it was not now for the honour of Judah, that their’ 
forces were numbered by themfelves; for their quota was — 
fcandaloufly fhort, look what was the reafon, but a! twentieth. 
part of the whole; for they were but ten thoufand, when the 
other ten tribes (for I except Levi) brought into the field revo * 
hundred thoufand. The day of Judah’s honour drew near, but 
was not yet come. Saul numbered’ them in Telaim; which 
fignifies /ambs. He numbered them /ike lambs, fo the vulgar’ 
Latin ; numbered them dy the pa/chal lambs, fo the Chaldee, al- 
lowing ten to a lamb; a way of numbering ufed by the Jews 
in the latter times of their nation. Saul drew all'his forces © 
to the city of Amalek, that city that was their metropolis, ver. 

5. that he might provoke them to give -him battle. 

' 4. He gave a‘friendly advice to the Kenites, to feparate— 
themfelves from the Amalekites, among whom they dwelt,’ 
while this execution was in doing, ver. 6. Herein he did: 
prudently and pioufly, and, it is probable, according to the ‘di. 
rection Samuel gave him. The Kenites were of the family. . 
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dwelt in tents ; which made it cafy to them, upon avery occa- 
fion, to rémove to other lands not appropriated, Many of 
them, at this time, dwelt among the Amalckites; where, though 
they dwelt in tents, they were fortified by nature ;/for they put 
their -neft in a rock; hardy people that could live any where, 
and affected faftnefles, Numb. xxiv. 21.° Balaam had there 
foretold, that they fhould be wafted, ver. 22. However, Saul 
muft not walte them. — But, (1.) He acknowledgeth the kind- 
nefs of their anceftors to Ifrael, when they came out of Egypt. 


Jethro and his family had been very helpful and ferviceable to _ 


them in their paflage through the wildernefs, had been to them 
inftead: of eyes : and this is remembered to their pofterity ma- 
ny ages after. ‘Thus a good man leaves the divine blefling for 
an inheritance to his childrens children. ‘Thofe that come af- 
ter us, may'be reaping the henefit of our good works when we 
are in our graves. God is not unrighteous to forget the kind- 
neffes fhown to his people ; but they fhall be remembered ano- 
~ ther day, at furtheft in the great day, and recompen/ed in the re- 
_furretion of the juft? I was an hungred and ye gave me meat. 
God’s remembering the kindnefs of the Kenites anceftors, in 
favour to them, at the fame time when he was punifhing the 
injuries done by the anceftors of the Amalekites, helped’ to 
clear the righteoufnefs of God in that difpenfation. If he en- 
tail favours, why may he not entail frowns? He efpoufeth his 
people’s caufe, fo as to blefs thofe that ble/s them; and therefore 
fo as to curfe thofe that curfe them, Numb. xxiv. 9. Gen. xu. 
3. They'cannot requite the kindneffes, nor avenge the injue 
ries done them themfelves; but God will do both. (2.) He 
defites them to remove their tents from among the Amalek- 
ites: Go, depart, get you down from among them. When de- 
ftroying judgments are abroad, God will take care to feparate 
‘between the precious and the vile, and to hide the meek of the 
earth in the day of his anger. It is dangerous being found, 
ia the company of God’s enemies, and our duty and intereft 


to come out from among them, \eft we fhare in their fins and: 


plagues; Rev. xviii. 4. The Jews have a faying, Wo to the 
wicked man, and wo to his neighbour. 
~ <5, Saul, prevailed againft the Amalekites ; for it was rather 
“an execution of condemned malefaftors than a war with con- 
tending enemies. ‘The iffue could not be dubious when the 
cauife was juft, and the call fo clear: |He /mote them, ver. 7. 
utterly defiroyed them, ver.8. Now they paid dear for the fin 
of their anceftors. God fometimes Jays up iniquity for the 
~< children. "They were idolaters, and were guilty of many other 
fins, for-which-they deferved to fall under the wrath of God; 


Te. Ge es Me 


and kindred of Jethro, Mofes’ father-inlaw, a people that - 


Chap. XV. 


to Samuel, faying, 11 It repenteth me that I 
have fet up Saul zo b¢ king: for he is turned. 
back from following me, and hath not perform- 
ed my commandments. And it grieved Sa- 
muel; and he cried unto the Lorp all night. 
12 And when Samuel rofe early to meet Saul in 
the morning, it was told, Samuel, faying, Saul 


/ came to Carmel, and behold he fet him up a 


place, and is gone about, and paffed on, and. 
gone down to Gilgal. 13 And Samuel came 
to Saul; and Saul faid unto him, Bleffed be 
thou of the Lorp: I have performed the com- 
mandiment of the Lorp. 14 And Samuel faid 
What meaneth then this bleating of the fheep 
in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which. 
I hear? 15 And Saul faid, They have brought 
them from the Amalekites : for the people fpa~. 
red the beft of the fheep and of the oxen, to 
facrifice unto the’ Lorp thy God, and the reft- 
we have utterly deftroyed. 16 Then Samuel 
faid unto Saul, Stay,-and 1 will tell thee what 
the Lorn hath faid to me this night. And he. 


When thou wa/? little in thine own fight, waft 


18 And the Lord fent thee on a journey, and. 
faid Go and utterly deftroy the finners the A- 
malekites, and fight againft them until they 
be confumed. 19 Wherefore then didft thou. 
not obey the voice of the Lorn, but didft flee 
upon the fpoil, and didft evil in the fight of the. 
‘Lorn? 20 And Saul faid unto Samuel, Yea, 
I have obeyed the voice of the Lorn, and. 


and have brought Agag the king of Amalek,, 
and have utterly deftroyed the Amalekites.. 
21 But the people took of the fpoil, fheep and» 


i 


faid unto him, Say on. 17 And Samuel faid, — 


¥ 


have gone the way which the Lorp fent me, 


thou not made the head of the tribes of Hirael, 
| and the Lord anointed thee king over Hrael? 


yet avhen’ God would reckon with them, he faftened upon the 
fin of theis- anceftors in abufing his Ifrael, as the ground of his 
quarrel, Lord, how onfearchable are thy judgments, yet how 

inconteftable is thy righteoufnels | has } 
6: Yet he did his work*by the halves, ver. 9.” (1.) He 


oxen, the chief of the things which fhould have: \ 
been utterly deftroyed, to facrifice unto the — 
Lorn thy God in Gilgal.. 22 And Samuel. 
faid, hath the Lorn as great delight m burnt- 


fpared Agag, becaufe he was a king like himfelf, and, perhaps 
in hope to get a great ranfom for him. (2.) He {pared the 
~ beft of the cattle, and deftroyed ‘only the refufe, that was good 
for little. Many of the people, we may fuppofe, made their, 


| 


offerings and facrifices as in obeying the voice — 


of the Lorp? Behold, to obey zs better than ~ 


facrifice; and to hearken, than the fat of rams. 


efcape, and took their effects’ with them into other countries 5 
and therefore we read of Amalekites after this ; but that could 
not be helped. It was Saul’s fault that hedid not deftroy 
fuch as came to his hands, and were in his power. That 
which-was now deftroyed, was in effect facrificed to the jult- 
ice of God, as the God to whdém vengeance belongeth : and for: 
Gaul to think the torn and the fick, the lame and the Jean, 
good enough for that, while he referved for his own fields, and > 
-his own table, the firftlings and the fat, was really to honour: 
himiclf more than God. Neste au uae 

404 Then came the word of the Lorn un- 


by 


23 For rebellion is as the fin of witchcraft, and 
‘ftubbornnels is as iniquity and idolatry: he- 
caufe thou haft reje@ted the word of the Lorp, | 
he hathalfo rejected thee from being king. ay 


. Gaul is here called “to account. by Samuel, concerning the 
execution of his commiffion’ againft the Amalekites nd re~ 
markable inftances we are here furnithed with, of the ftri€tncis 
of the juftice of God, and the treachery and deceitfulnefs of the. 
heart of man. We are here told, = . 
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Chap. Ve 


1. What paffed between God and Samuel in fecrét upon 
this occafion, ver. Co, 11, (1.) God determines Saul’s re- 
jection, and acquaints Samuel with it: Jt repenteth me that F 


\ Aave fet up Saul tobe king. Repentance in God is not as it is 


_thus deprecate his own exclufion from the government. 


in us, a change of his mind, but a change of his method, or 
difpenfation. He doth not alter his will, but wills aa altera- 
tion. The change was in Saul: He is turned back from fol- 
lowing me. This conftru&ion God put upon the partiality of 
his obedience, and the prevalency of his covetoufnefs. And 
hereby he did himfelf make God his enemy, God repented 
that he had given Saul the kingdom, and the honour and pow- 
er that belonged to it; but he never repented. that he fad gi- 
ven any man wifdom and grace, and his fear and love. Thofe 
gifts and callings of God are without repentance. (2.) Samuel 
Yaments and deprecates it. J¢ grieved Samuel that Saul had 
forfeited Ged’s favour, and that God had refolved to caft him 
off ; and Le cried unte the Lord all night, {peat a whole night 
in interceding for him, that this decree might not go forth a- 
-gaintt him. When others were in their beds-fleeping, he was 
“upon his knees praying and wreftling with God. He did 2 
or 
was he fecretly pleafed, as:many a.one would have been, that 
‘Saul, who fucceeded him, was fo foon laid afide; but, on the 
contrary, prayed earneltly for his eftablifhment: fo far was he 
from defiring that woful day. The rejeétion of finners is the 
grief of good people. God delights not in their death, nor 
fhould- wenn? [ry A = : . 

2. What paffed between Samuel and Saul in public. Samuel 
being fent of God to him with thefe heavy tidings, went, as E- 


_ gekiel, in ditternefs of foul, to meet him ; perhaps, according to 


an appointment, when Saul went forth on this‘expedition ; for 
“Saul was ‘come to Gilgal, ver. 13. the place where’ he was 
made’ king, chap. xi. 14. and where now he had been confirm- 


ed, if he had approved himfelf well in this trial of his obedi- 


ence. But Samuel was informed that Saul had, (1.) Set him 
up a triumphal arch, or fome motument of his victory, at Car- 


* mel, a city in the mountains of Judah, feeking his own honour 


_ him the_meeting. 


more than the honour of God; for he fet up this place (or 
hand, as the, word is) for himfelf. He had. more need to have 
been repenting of his fin, and making his peace with God, than 
boafting of his viftory. (2.) That he was marched in great 
‘ftate to Gilgal’; for that feems to be’ intimated in the manner. 
of expreflion, “he is gone about, and -paffed on, and gone down, 
with a/great/deal of pomp and. parade. . There Samuel gave 
1/7, Saul_makes his boaft .to Samuel of his obedience, be- 
caufe that was the thing by which he was now to fignalize 
Aimfelf: ver. 13.' Blefed be thou of the Lord; for thou fentelt 


_ _me.vpon a good errand, in which I have had great faccefs ; 


and J have performed the commandment of the Lord. tis 


very likely, af his confcience had not flown in his face at this 


time, and charged him with difobedience, he would not have 
been fo forward to’‘proclaim his obedience; for by this he 
‘hoped to prevent Samuel’s reproving him. ‘Thus finners think, 
by jultifying themfelyes, to efcape, being judged of the Lord; 


whereas the only way to-do that, is by. grdging eurfelves. | 
molt of their religion, may jultly be fulpected 


They that brag n 
of partiality and’ hypoerify in it. 7 
2dly, Samuel: conviéts him by a’ ‘plaid’ demonftration of his 
difobedience. Haft thou performed the commandment of the 
‘Lord? What meaneth then the bleating of ithe fbeep ? wer. 14. 


Saul would needs. have it thought, that God Almighty. was 
~ wonderfully beholden to him forthe good fervice he had done: 


but Samuel fhews him, that God was fo far from being a 
debtor to him, that he had jutt caufe of ‘aétion again{ft him ; 
and produceth for evidence the bleating of the focep, and the 


oS 


. for the God that has advanced them. 
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% 
lowing of tht oxen; which, perhaps, Saul appointed to bring 
up the rear of his triumph, but Samuel appeals to tHem as wit 
neffes again{t thems he need not go far to difprove him. ‘The 
noife the-cattle made, like the ruff of the fiver, James v. % 
would be @ qwitnefs again] him. Note, It is no new thins fot 


the’plaufible_profeflions and proteltations of hypocrites, to be 


contradicted and difproved-by the moft plain and undeniable €- 
vidence. Many boat of their obedience to the command of 
God; but what means then their indulgence of the flefh, their 
love of the world, their paflion and uacharitablenefs, and theit- 
neglect of holy duties, which witnefs again{t them ? : 
3dly, Saul infifts upon his own juftification again this 


} chargé, ver. 15. The fa&t he cannot deny, the theep and 


oxen. were brought from the Amalekites. Bat, (1.) It was 
not his fault; for the people pared them, as if they durft-have 
done it without the exprefs orders of Saul, when they knew 
it was again{t the exprefs orders of Samuel. Note, Thofe 
that are willing to juftify themfelves, are commonly very for- 
ward to condemn others, and to lay the blame upoa any, ra- 
ther than take it to themfelves. Sin is a brat that nobody 
cares to have laid at their doors. 
an impenitent heart, that will not confefs its'guilt, to lay the 
biame on thofe that were either tempters, or partners, or only 
followers in it. (2.) It was with a good intention: It was. 
to fers to the Lord thy God. He is thy God, and \thou 
wilt not be againft any thing that is done, as this is, for his ' 
honour. This was a falfeplea ; for both Saul and the people 
defigned their own profit in {paring the cattle. But if it had 


_ been true, it had been frivolous; for God hates robbery for 


burnt-offering. God appointed thefe cattle to be facrificed to 
him in the field, and therefore will give thofe no thanks that 
bring them to be facrificed at his altar; for he-will be fer 
ved in his own way, and according to the rule he him- 
{elf hath preferibed. Nor will a good intention, jultify a bad: 
action. ok as 5 ae 

4thly, Samuel over-rules, or rather overlooks his plea, and 
proceeds, in God’s name, to give judgment again{t him. 
premifeth his authority ; what he was about to fay, was what 
the Lord had faid to him, ver. 16. otherwife he would have 
been far from pafling fo fevere a cenfure upon him. ‘'Thofe 
who complain their minifters are too harfh with them, fhould 
remember, that while they keep to the word of God, they are 
but meffengers, and mutt fay as they are bidden ; and. there- 
fore be willing, as Saul himfelf here was, that they fhould fay 
on: he delivers his meffage faithfully: (1:) He minds.him 
of the honour God had done him in making him king: ver. 
17. When he was little in his own fight, God regarded the 
lownefs of his flate, and rewarded the lowlinefs of his. fpirit. 
Note, Thofe that are advanced.to honour and wealth, ought 
oft to remember their mean beginnings, that they may never 
think highly of themfelves, but always ftudy to do preat things 
(2.) He lays before 
him the plainnefs of the orders he was to execute: ver. 18, 
The Lord fent thee on a journey. Soi eafy wasithe fervice, and 


- fo certain the fuccefs,, that it was rather to be called a journey- 


than.a war. The work was honourable, todeftroy the fworn ene- / 
mies of God.and Ifrael ; andhad he denied himfelf, and fet aGide 
the confideration of his own profit, fo far as to have deftroyed 
all.that belonged to Amalek, he fhould. be no lofer by it .at 


laft, nor go this warfareon his own charges, God would, no 


doubt, have made it upto him, fo that he fhould have no need 
of fpoil. And therefore, ( 3.) He fhews him how inexcufable 
he was, in aiming to make'a hand of ‘this expedition, and to 
enrich himfelf by it: ver. 19. Wherefore then didft thou: fly 
upon the fpoil, and convert that to, thine own, ufe, awhich was.” 
to have been deftroyed for God’s honour ? See what evil the. 
Nnz love 


It is the forry fubterfuge of - 


He > 
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him from the guilt of rebellion and ftubbornnefs. It is not the 
rebellion of the people againft their prince, but of a prince a-. — 
gainft God, that this text {peaks of. ie ie ' 

Lafly, He reads his doom, in fhort, Becaufe thou haf re- 
jected the word ofthe Lord 5 hah defpifed it, fo the Chaldees - 
haft made nothing of it, fo the Seventy 5 halt caft off the go- 
vernment of it; therefore he has rejedted thee; defpifed and. 
made nothing of thee, but caft thee off from being king. He. 
that made thee king, has determined to unmake thee again. 
Thofe are unfit and unworthy to rule over men, who are not 
willing that God fhould rule over them... 


24 4 And Saul faid unto Samuel, I have fin- 
ned : for I have tranfgrefled the commandment 
of the Lorn, and thy words: becaufe I feared. 
the people, and obeyed their voice. 25 Now 
therefore, I pray thee, pardon my fin, and turn ~ 
again with me, that I may worfhip the Lorp. — 
26 And Samuel faid unto Saul, 1 will not re- — 
turn with thee : for thou haft reje@ed the word 
of the Lorp, and the Lorp hath rejected thee ~ 
from_ being king over Ifrael. 27 And as Sa- 
muel turned about to go away, he laid hold up- 
on the fkirt of his mantle, and it rent. 28 And — 
Samuel faid unto him, The Lorn hath rent the . 
kingdom of Ifrael from thee this day, and hath. 
given it to a neighbéur of thine, that is better 
than thou. 29 And alfo the ftrength of Ifrael _ 
will not lie, nor repent: for he zs notaman. 
that he fhould repent. 30 Then he faid, I. 
have finned ; yet honour me:now, I pray thee, 
before the, elders of my people, and before If 
rael, and turn again with me, that | may wor- . 
fhip the Lorp thy God. 31 So Samuel turned 
again after Saul, and Saul worfhipped the — 

_Lorp. en Be a ee 
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love of money is the root of; but fee what is the finfulnefs of 
fin, and that in it which, above any thing elfe, makes it evil 
in the fight of the Lord; it is difebedience : Thou ‘didft not 
obey the voice of the Lord. . 
sthly, Saul repeats his vindication of himfelf, as that which, 
in defiance of conviction, he refolved to abide by, ver. 20, 21. 
he denies the charge, ver..20. Yea, J have obeyed, I have - 
done all f fhould do; for he had done all which he thought 
he needed to do, fo much wifer was he. in his own eyes than 
God himfelf. God bid him kill all; and yet he puts in a- 
mong the in{tances of his obedience, that he had brought A- 
gag alive, which he thought was as good as if he had killed 
him. Thus carnal deceitful hearts think to excufe themfelves 
from God’s commandments with their own equivalents. He. 
infifts upon it that he has utterly defiroyed the Amalekites them- 
felves, which was the main thing intended: but-as to the 
fpoil, he owns it fhould have been utterly deftroyed 5 fo that he 
Anew his Lord’s will, and was under no miftake about the 
command; but he thought that would be wilful wafte ; the 
eattle of the Midianites was taken for a prey in Mofes’ times 
Numb. xxxi. 32. and why not the cattle of the Amalekites 
now? Better it fhould be a prey to the Ifraelites, than to the 
fowls of the air and the wild beafts; and therefore he conni- 
ved at the people in carrying it away ; but it was their doing, 
and not his; and befides, it was for facrifice to the Lord here. 
at Gilgal, whither they were now bringing them. See what 
a hard thing it is to convince the children of difobedience of 
their fin, and to ftrip them of their fig-leaves. 
6th/y, Samuel gives a full anfwer to his apology, fince he 
did infift upon it, ver. 22, 23. He appeals to his own con- 
{cience: Hath the Lord as great delight in facrifices, as in obe- 
dience ? Though Saul was not a man of any great acquaintance 
with religion, yet he could not but know this. (1.) That 
nothing is fo pleafing to God as obedience, no_ not /acrifice 
‘and offering, and the fat of rams. See here what we fhould 
aim at and endeavour in all the exercifes of religion, even ac- 
~ ceptance with God, that he may delight in what we do. If 
~ God be well pleafed with us and our fervices, we are happy, 
we have gained our point; but otherwife to what purpofe is 
it? Ifa. i. 11. Now, here we are plainly told, that humble, 
fincere, and confcientious obedience to the will of God, is 
more pleafing and acceptable to him, than a// burnt-offering and 
fucrifices. A. carefal conformity 0 moral precepts recommends 
us to God more than all ceremonial obfervances, Mic. vi. 6, 7, 
8. Hof. vi. 6. Obedience is injoined by the eternal law of 
nature, ‘but facrifice only by a pofitive law : obedience was the 
law of innocency 3 but facrifice fuppofeth fin come into the 
world, and is but a feeble attempt to take that away which 
obedience would have prevented-, God is more glorified, and 
{elf more denied, by obedience, than by facrifice. It is much 
eafier to bring a bullock or lamb to be burnt upon the altar, 
than to bring every high thought into obedience to God, and the 
will fubjeét to his. will. Obedience is the glory of angels, 
Pfal. citi. 20. and it will be ours. -(2.) That nothing is fo 
provoking to God as difobedience, fetting up.our wills in com- 
petition with his. This is here,called rebelion.and /fubbornne/s, 
and is faid to be. as bad as witchcraft and idolatry, ver. 23. 
It is as bad to fet up other gods, as to live im difobedience to 
the true God... They that are governed by their own corrupt 
inclinations in oppofition to the command of God, do, in ef- . 
fect, confult the Teraphim, (as the word here is for idolatry), 
~ or the diviners. It was difobedience that made us all finners, — 
Rom. v. 19.3 and this is the malignity of fin, that it is the | 
tranfgreffion of the law, and confequently it is, enmity to. God, ~ | 
Rom. vu 7. Saul was.a king; but if he difobey the com- 
mand-of God, his royal dignity and power will not excufe 


1 
4 


Saul is at length brought to put himfelf into the drefs ofa — 
penitent ; but it is too evident, that he only aéts the partofa - 
penitent, and is not one indeed. |) aR eee Uh ae 

Obferve, 1. How poorly he expreffed his repentance. I¢  . 
was with much ado that he was made fenfible of his fault, and 
not till he was threatened with being depofed ; that touched 
him in a tender part, then he began to relent, and not tilh “ 
then. When Samuel told him he was rejected from being — 
king, then he faid, J have finned, ver. 24. . His confeffion» 
was not free nor ingenuous, but extorted’ by the rack, and ~ 


ne 
se 


forced from him. é : ere 3 
Several ill figns here are of the hypocrify of his repentance, ry 

and that it came fhort even of Ahab’s3 
1/, He made his application to Samuel ‘only, and feemed _ ay 


to \ p< (eee 
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ei . 
his fin as a tranfgreffion of Samuel’s word; whereas his word 
was no other. than a declaration of the commandment af the 
Lord. He afo addrefleth to Samuel for forgivennefs: ver. 25. 
I pray thee, pardon my fin, as if any could forgive fin but God 
only. ‘Uhofe wretchedly deceive themfelves; who, when they 
are fallen into {candalous fin, think it enough to make their 
peace with the church and their minifters, by the fhews 
and plaufible profeflion of repentance, without taking care: to 

* make their peace with God by the fincerity of it. The moft 
charitable con{traétion we can put upon this of Saul here is 
to fuppofe, that he looked upon Samuel as a fort of mediator 
between him and God, and intended an addrefs to God .in 
his application to him ; however, it was very weak, 

adly, He excufed his fault even in the confeflion of it, and 
that is never the fafhion of a true penitent: ver. 24. I did it, 
becanfe I feared the people, and abeyed their voice. “We have 
reafon enough to think that it was purely his own doings, and 
not the people’s: however, if they were forward to do it, it 

_ is plain, by what we have read before, that he knew how to 

- keep up his authority among them, and did not {ftand in any 
awe of them. ~So that the excufe was falfe and frivolous; 
whatever he pretended, he did not really fear the people : but 
it is common for finners, in excufing their faults, to plead the 
thoughts and workings of their own minds,. becaufe thofe are 

- things which, how groundlefs foever, no man can difprove ; 
but they forget that God fearcheth the heart. 

~ 3dly, All his care was to fave his credit, and preferve his 

_ intereft in the people, left they fhould revolt from him, or at 
lea(t defpife him; therefore he courts Samuel with fo much 

_earneftnefs, ver. 25. to turn again with him, and affift in a 

_ public thankfgiving for the vitory: very importunate he was 

~ in this. matter when he laid hold on the fkirt of his mantle to 
detain him, ver..27.; not that he cared for Samuel, but he 
feared if Samuel forfook him, the people would do fo too.- 

Many feem zealoufly affected to good minifters and good peo- 
ple, only for the fake of their own intereft and reputation, 
while in heart they hate them. But his exprefion was 
very grofg when he faid, ver. 30. J have finned; yet honour 
me, L pray thee, before my people. Is this the language of a 
penitent? No, but the contrary, J have finned; fhame me now; 
for to me belongs-hames and no man can lothe me fo much as 

- Llothe myfelf. Yet how often do we meet with the copies of 

‘this hypocrify. of Saul? It is very common for thofe who are 
convicted of fin, to fhew themfelves very folicitous to be ho- |: 
-noured before the people. Whereas he that has loft the ho. 
nour-of an innocent; can pretend to no other but that*of a pe- 

~ nitent; and it is the honour of a penitent to take fhame to 

‘himfelf, saree OR, a 

2. How little he got by thefe thin fhews of repentance. 

_ What point did he gain by them? . 

. 17, Samuel repeated the fentence pafled upon him, fo far 
was he from giving him any hopes of the repeal of it, ver. 26. 
the fame with ver. 23. He that covers his fins, (ball never prof- 
per, Prov. xxviii. 13. Samuel refufed-to turn back with him, 

but turned about to go away, ver. 27. As the thing appeared 
to him upon the firlt view, he thought it altogether unfit for 
him fo far to countenance one whom. God had rejected, as to 
join with him in giving thanks to God for a vitory, which 
was made to ferve rather Saul’s covetoufnefs than God’s glory: 

Yet afterwards he did turn again with him, ver. 31. upon fur- 

_ ther thoughts, and probably, a divine direction, either to pre+ 
_yent a mutiny among the people, or, perhaps, not to do ho- | 
_ Hour to Saul, (for though Saul worthipped the Lord, ver. 31. it 
is not faid Samuel prefided in that worfhip), but to do jultice 
on Agag, ver. 22. a yt 
2dly, He illuftrated the fentence by a fign, which Saul him- 


felf, by his rudenefs, gave oécafion for, When Samuel was 
turning from him, he tore his cloaths to detain him, vér. 27. 
fo loth was ‘he to part with the prophet ; but Samuel put a 
conftruétion upon this accident, which none but a prophet 
could do; he made it to fignify the rending-of the kingdom from 
him, ver. 28. and that, like this, was his own doings: He 
hath rent it from thee, and given it. to a neighbour better than 
thou, viz t0 David, who afterwards, upon. an occafion; cut off 
the fkirt of Saul’s robe, 1 Sam. xxiv. 5- upon: which’ Saul 
faid, ver. 20. [know that thou fhalt furely be king, perhaps 
remembering this fign, the tearing of the fkirt of Samuel’s- 
mantle. 

3dly, He ratified it by a folemn declaration of its being ir- 
reverfible : ver. 29. The firength of Ifrael qwill not lies the e=" 
ternity, or vidtory of L/rael, fo fome tead it ; the holy One, fo 
the Arabic ; the maf} noble One, fo the Syriac s. the triumphant. * 
king of Irael,fo Bilhop Patrick ; he is. determined to depofe 
thee, and he will'not change his purpofe: He is not a@ man that 
he Soould repent. Men are fickle and alter their. minds, feeble 
and cannot effect their purpofes; fomething happens which 
they could not forefee, by which their meafures are broke; but 
with God it is neither fo nor fo, God hath fometimes repen- 
ted of the evil which he thought to have done, upon the fins 
ner’s repenting 3 but here repentance was hid from: Saul, and! *’ 
therefore. hid from Ged’s eyes. Fees 


32.4 Then faid Samuel, Bring you hither to: 
me Agag the king of the Amalekites: and A.- 
gag came unto him delicately. And Agag faid, 
Surely the bitternefs of death is. paft. ..33 And 
Samuel faid, As thy fword. hath«made ‘women 

_childlefs, fo fhall thy mother be childlefs among ~ 
women. And Samuel hewed. Agag in pieces — 

_before the Lorn in Gilgal. 34 4 Then Samuel 

went to Ramah, and Saul went up to his houfe - 

to Gibeah of Saul. 35 And Samuel came no 
more to fee Saul until the day of his-death: ne-. 
verthelefs, Samuel mourned for Saul: and the 
Lorp repented that he made Saul king over If. - 
rael. cy it 4 

Ss 4: ; 

Samuel, as a prophet, is here fet over kings, Jer. i. 10. 

_ 1. He deftroys king Agag, doubtlefs by fuch fpecial direc. - 
tion from heaven, as none now can pretend to. He hewed © 
Agag in pieces: {ome think he only ordered it to be done; or, 
perhaps he did it with-his own hands, as a factifice to God’s. 
injured juftice, ver..33. and facrifices ufed to be cut in pieces. . 
Now obferve: in this, , 

1/?, Hew Agag’s prefent- vain hopes were fruftrated. He came - 
delicately, na itately manner, to fhew that he was a king, and 
therefore to be treated with refpeéts>or, in a foft effeminate 

~ manner, as one never ufed to hardfhip; that could not Jet the 

Sole of his foot tothe ground for tenderne[s and delicacy, Deut. 
XXVili. 56. to move compaflion : and he faid, Surely, now the 
heat of the battle is over, the bitternefs of death is paft, ver. 32. 
Having efcaped'the {word of Saul that man’ of war, he thought 

he was in no danger from Sanmel, an old prophet, a man of” 
peace. Note, (1.) There is bitternefs in deaih, it is terrible 
to nature. Surely death is bitter, fo divers verfions read’ thofe 
words of Agag; as the Seventy read the former claufe, He ~ 

eame trembling : death will difmay the ftouteft’heart. (2.) 
Many think the bitternefs of death is paft when it is not fo';. 

they put that eyil day far from them which is yery near, True. 

ayo believers.2 


~ 
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- might for hime Jerufalem was fecure when Chrift wept over it. | 
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and fay, I am come to facrifice to the Lorp. 3 
And call Jeffe to the facrifice, and I will thew 
thee what thou fhalt do: and thou fthalt- anoint 
unto me bin whom [name unto thee. 4 And 
‘Samuel did that which the Lorp fpake, and 
came to Beth-lehem: and the elders of the 
‘town trembled at his coming, and faid, Comeft 
thow peaceably? 5 And he faid,Peaceably : 
‘Lam come to facrifice unto the Lory: fanculy 
yourfelves, and come with me to the facrifice, 
And he fanétified Jefle and his fons, and called 
them to the facrifice. i SNS oh ae 


believers may, through grace, fay this upon good grounds, 
though death be not paft, the bitternefs of it is: O death, where 
ts thy fling ! 
2dly, How, his former wicked practices were now punifhed, 
Samuel calls him to an account, not only for the fins of his 
anceftors, but his own fins: Thy fword has made women child- 
lofs, ver. 33. “He trode in the {teps of his anceftors cruelty 5 
and thofe under’ him, it is likely, did the fame: juftly there- 
fore is all the righteous blood fhed by Amalek required of this 
generation, Matth. xxiii. 36. Agag, that was delicate and lux- ; 
‘urious himfelf, was cruel and barbarous to others: it is com- 
monly fo; thofe that are indulgent of their appetites, aré no 
lefs indulgent of their paffions. But blood will be reckoned 
for: even kings muft account to the King of kings for the 
guiltlefs blood they fhed, or caufe to be fhed. It was-that 
crime of king Manaffeh which the Lord would not pardon, 
2 Kings xxiv..4. See Rev. xiii. 10. . 
2. He deferts king Saul, takes leave of him, ver. 34. and 
never came any more to fee him, ver. 35. to advife or affift him 
in any of his: affairs, ‘becaufe’ Saul did not defire his company, 
nor would he be advifed by him. He looked upon him as re- 
jected of God, and:therefore he forfook him: though he might 
fometimes: fee him accidently, as chap. xix. 24. yet he never 
came to fee him out of kindnefs or refpect. Yet he mourned 
for Saul, thinking it a very lamentable thing, that a man who 
‘ftood fo fair for great things, fhould ruin himfelf fo foolifhly._ 
“He mourned for the ill ftate of the country, to which Saul was 
likely to have been fo great a bleffing, but now. would prove a 
-curfe and a plague. He mourned for his eyerlafting {tate, ha- 
-ving go hopes of bringing him to repentance. When he wept 
‘for him, it is likely he made’ fupplication ; but the Lord had 
repented that he had made Saul king, and refolved to undo that 
“ayork of his; fo that Samuel’s prayers prevailed not for him. 
Obferve, we muft mourn for the rejection of finners, (1-) 
Though we withdraw from them, and dare not converfe fami- 
liarly with them. ‘Thus the prophet determines’ to” leave his » 
people and go from them, and yet to weep day and night for 
them, Jer. ix. 1, 2. (2,) Though they do not mourn for 
_ themfelves. Saul feems unconcerned at the,tokens of God’s_ 
_-difpleafure he)was under, and yet Samuel, mourns day and 


Samuel was retired to his own bufinefs in Ramah, with a 
refolution not to appear any more in public bufinefs, but to ad- 
dié& himfelf wholly to the inftruéting and training up of the 
fons of the prophets, over whom he prefided, as we find, chap. 
xix. 20. he promifed himfelf more fatisfa@tion in young pro- 
phets than in young princes ; and we do not find, that, to his 
dying day, God called him out to any public ation relating te 
the ftate, but only here to anoint David. 

1. God reproves him for continuing fo long to mourn for 
the rejection of Saul. He doth not blame him for mourning _ 
on that occafion, but for exceeding in his forrow: How long 
wilt thou mourn for Saul? yer... We do not find that he - 
mourned at all for the fetting/afide of his own family, and the 

_depofing.of his owa fons ; but for the rejecting of Saul and his 
feed, he moutns without meafure; for the former was done 
by the, people’s foolifh difcontgnt, this by the righteous wrath 
‘of God. Yet-he mutt find time to take up, and not go mourn- 
ing to his grave, (1.) Becaufe God has rejeéted him, and he 
ought to acquiefce'in. the divine juftice, and forget his affee- 
tion to Saul... 1f- God will be glorified.in his ruin, Samuel ~ 
ought to.be fatisfied. Befides, to what: purpofe fhould he weep? 
The decree is.gone forth, and all-his prayers and tears cannot 
prevail for the reverfing of it, 2 Sam.xit. 22, 23. (2+) Be- 
caufe Ifrael:fhall be no Jofer by it, and: Samuel mutt prefer the 
| public welfare before his own’ private- affection to his friends, 
Mourn not-for, Saul, for I have provided me-a king. ‘The peo- 
ple provided them a king, and he proved ill ;,now I will pro-- 
vide me one, a man after my own heart. Seé Pfaly Ixxxtx. 
20. Adts xii. 22. - If Saul be rejedted,: yet Ifrael ~fhall not 
be asfheep. having no:fhepherd; 1 have another in {tore for 
them ; let thy joy of him, fwallow up thy grief for the abdica- 
ted prince. | BY. tu dol set A AAAS Se nd , ak TS Negine rs 
2. He fends him to, Beth-lehem to -anoint-one of the fons of 
Jefle, a perfon probably not unknown to’ Samuel... Fill thine 
‘ horn with oil. Saul was anointed, with apiglafs vialiof of oil, 
{canty and brittle i David with a horn, of oil, which was more 
plentiful:and durable.” Hence we read of a horn of falvation 
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At thts chapter begins the fory of David, one that makes 
as great a figure in the facred fort, as almoft any of the 
worihies of the Old Teflament; one that both ‘with bis 
Sword and with bis pen ferved the honour of God and’ the 
interef? of Tfrae!, as minch as moft ever did, ‘and ~ias as 
tlufirious a type of Chrif. Here, 1. Samuel is appointed 
and commiffioned to anoint a king among the fons, of Feffe 

at Bethlehem, ver. 1,5. IL. AW bis elder fons are paf- 

& fed by, and David the youngeft is pitched upon and anoin- 

; ted, ver. 6,—13. THe Soul rrowing melancholy, ‘David 
as pitched upon by mufic to relieve: bim, ver. 14,—~23. 

“Thus fmall are ihe beginnings i that great man, ae 


in the houfe of his fervant David, Luke i, Query wil ce! 
_ 3. Samuel,objects the peril of going on this errand: ver. 2. 
Tf Savd heart, he will-kill me. | By this: it'appears, (1.) That 
- Saul was grown very wicked and ‘outrageous. fince his rejec- 
tion, elfe. Samuel, would. not have mentioned this. . What im- 
piety would. he not be. guilty of who durft-kill Samuel? (2-) 
That Samuel's faith, was, not fo ftrong as,one’ would have ex- 
pected, clfé he -had.not thus feared) the rage‘of Saul. Would 
not he that fent:hint prote€&tohim, ahdcbear him-out ? But the 
be(t men are,nob perfec ini their faith, nor will fear be wholly 
caftout any where! onjthis fide heave. | But-this.may-be un- 
derftood\.as 5 snuchaelete eof direction. from: heaven “how to 
manage this matter prudently,)ifo asenot to expofe himfelf, or 
any other, more than needed. — PWR eS ats irra 


ND the ‘Lorn faid unto Samuel, How long 

FY wilt thou mourn for Saul, feeing I have 
rejected him from reigning over Ifrael? fill, 
thine horn. with oil, and go, Iwill fend thee,to 
Jefle the Beth-lehemite: for’ I have provided 
me a king among his fons. 2 And Samuel faid, | 
How can I go? If Saul hear 7t, he will kill me. 
And the Lorp faid, Take an heifer with thee, | 


ae 
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Chap. XVI. 


£ am-come to facrifice } and it was true he did; and it was pro- 
per that he fhould, when he came to anoint aking, chap. xi, 
15. Asa prophet, he might facrifice, when and where God 
appointed him: and it was not at all inconfiftent with the laws 
of truth to fay, he came to facrifice, when really he did fo, 
though he had alfo a further end, which he thought fit to con- 
ceal. Lect him give notice of a facrifice, and invite Jefle and 
his family, who, it is probable, was the principal! man of the 
city, to come tg the fealt upon the facrifice; and, fath God, 
f will foew thee what thou fralt do. Thole that go about God’s 


~ work, in God’s way, fhall be direéted ftep by ftep, wherever 


rel with them for entertaining him. 


they are at a lofs, to do it in the beft manner, 

5- Samuel went accordingly to Beth-lehem, not in pomp, or 
with any retinue, only-a fervant to lead the heifer, which he 
was to facrifice: yet the elders of Beth-lehem trembled at his co- 
ming, fearing it was an indication of God?s difpleafure again‘t 
them, and that he came to denounce fome judgment for the ini- 

_quities of the place, Guilt caufes fear. Yet indeed it becomes 
us'to fland in awe of God’s meflengers, and to tremble at his 
word : or, they feared it might be an occafion of Saul’s dif- 
pleafure again{t them; for, probably, they knew how much he 
was exafperated at Samuel, and feared he would pick a quar- 

They afked him, Come/} 

thou peaceably? Art thou in peace thyfelf, and not flying from 


' Saul? Atrt thou at peace with us, and not come with any mef- 


\ 


~ 


fage of wrath? We fhould all covet earneftly to ftand upon 
good terms with God’s prophets, and dread having the word 
of God, or their prayers, againft us. When the fon of David 


__ was born king of the fews, all Jerufalem was troubled, Matth. 


ii. 3. Samuel kept home, and it was a ftrange thing to fee him 
‘fo far from‘his own houfe; they therefore concluded, it mutt 
needs be fome extraordinary occafion that brought him, and 
feared the worft till he fatisfied’ them : ver. 5. £ come peace- 
ably, for I come to facrifice ; not with a meflage of wrath againtt 
you, but with the methods of peace and reconciliation ; and 
therefore you may bid me welcome, and need not fear my co- 
ming: therefore /andify yourfelves, and prepare, to join with 
me. in the facrifice, that you may have the benefit of it, Note, 
_ Before folemn ordinances, there muft be folemn preparation. 
‘When we are to offer fpiritual facrifices, it concerns us, by fe- 
queftering ourfelves from the world, and renewing the dedica~ 
_tion of ourfelves to God, to fanétify ourfelves. When our 
“Lord Jefus came into the world, though men had reafon e- 
nough to tremble, fearing that his errand was to condemn the 
world, yet he gave full affurance that he came peaceably ; for 
he came to facrifice, and he brought his offering along with 


him: 4 body haft thou prepared me: let us fangify ourfelves, | 
_ that we may have an intereft in his facrifice. 


» to factifice, thould come peaceably. Religious. exercifes mutt 


_ not be performed tumultuoufly. " - a 


6. He had a particular regard to-Jeffe and his fons, for with 
them his private bufinefs Jay ; with which, it is likely, he ac- 
_ quainted Jefle at his firft coming, and took up his lodging at 


 hishoufe. He fpoke toall the elders to fanétiify themfelves ; 


> but he fandified Feffe and his fons, by praying with them, and 


u 


inftructing them. Perhaps he had acquaintance with them be- 
- fore ; and it appears, chap. xx. 29. where we read of the facri- 
fices that family had, that it was a devout religious family. Sa- 
_muel aflitted them: in their. family-preparations for the public 


facrifice, and, it is-probable, chofe out David, and anointed 
him, at the family-folemnities, before the facrifice was offered, , 


_. or the holy feaft folemnized. Perhaps: he. offered private fa- 


_ enifices, like Job, according to the. number of them-all, Job i. 5. 


> 


and, under colour of that, called for them all to appear before. 


x 
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4, God orders him to cover his defign with a facrifice. Say, 


we Samuel faid, 7. 
~ come peaceably, for I come to facrifice. Note, Thofe that come ” 


fight of the eyes, but God doth not, Ifa. xi. 3, 
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him. .When fignal bleflings arc coming into a family, they 
ought to fanctify themfelves. i 

6 | And it came to pafs. when they were 
come, that he looked on Eliab, and faid, Sure. 
ly the Lorn’s ‘anointed is before him. 7 But 
the Lorn faid unto Samuel, Look not -on his 


_countenance, or on the height of ,his ftature ; 


becaufe I have refuled him: for she LORD 
feeth not as man feeth; for man looketh on the 
outward appearance, but the Lorop looketh on 
the heart. 8 Then Jeile called Abinadab, and 
made him pafs before Samuel: and he faid, Nei- 
ther hath the Loro chofen this: g Then Jefle 
made Shammah to pafs by: and he faid, Nei- 
ther hath the Lorp cholen this. ro Again Jef- 
fe made feven of his fons to pafs before Samuel: 
and Samuel faid unto Jefle, The Lorp hath not ° 
chofen thefe. xz And Samuel {aid unto fefle, 
Are here all thy children: and he faid, There 
‘remaineth yet the youngeit, and beliold, he 
keepeth the theep. And Samuel faid unto Jef- 
fe, Send*and fetch: him; for we. will not fit 
-down till he come hither. 12.And he fent, and 


_ brought him in: Now he was ruddy, and with- 


al of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to 

look to. And the Lorp faid, Arife, anoint. 
him: for this is he. 13 Then Samuel. took. 
the horn of oil, and anointed him in-the midft. 
of his brethren: and the fpirit of the Lorp came 

upon David, from that day forward: fo Samuel 
rofe up and went to Ramah. st 


If the fons of Jeffe were told, that. God* would provide him~ 
Aelf a king among them, as he had faid, ver. 1. we may well. 
fappofe they all made the beft appearance they could, and each. 
hoped he fhould be the man. But here we are told, 

1. How all the elder fons were pafled by, .who-ftood fair-- 
eft for the preferment. Eliab, the elde(t, was privately pre-- 
fented firft to Samuel, probably none being prefent but. fefle oa 
ly; and Samuel thought he muft. needs be the.man, ver. 6. - 
Surely this is the Lord's anointed: The prophets themfelves,. 
when they fpake from under the divine diteGtion, were as liable « 
to miftake as other men, as Nathan, 2 Sam. vii. 3... But Ged» 
rectified the prophet’s miftake by a fecret whifper to his mind :: 
ver. ©. Look not on his. countenance. It was {trange, Samuel, . 
that had been fo wretchedly difappginted in Saul, whofe coun-- 
tenance and ftature recommended. him, as-much-as any man’s 
could, fhould be fo forward to judge of a man. by that oul. 
When. God would pleafe the people with aking, he chofe a& 
proper man ;. but when he would-haye one after his own heart, - 
he fhould-not be chofen by the outfide.. Men judge by the 
3. The Lord 
Sooks.on the heart, i.e. (1.) He knows it.. We can tell how: 
men look, but he can tell what they are. Man:looks on the ° 


< 


eyes, {0 the original word is, and is pleafed-with the livelinefs - 


and fprightlinefs that appear in them; but God’. looks on the- 
heart, and fees the thoughts and intents of: that. (2.) He. 
judges of men by-it. The. good difpofition of the heart} the-. 


|. holinefs and goodnefs of that recommends. us to God, and is 


of the’ 


inhis fight of great price, 1 Pet. iii. 4.3 not the majefty 
re ; z look, 


4 
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look, or the flrength and ftature of the body; let us reckon 
that true beauty. which is within, and judge of men, as far as 
we are capable, by their minds, not their mein, 5, 

When Eliab was fet afide, Abinadab and Shammah, and, 
after them, four more of the fons of Jeffe, feven in all, were 
prefented to Samuel, as likely for his purpofe; but Samuel, 
who now attended more carefully than he did at firft to the di- 

- vine direGtion, laid them all by : The Lord has not chefen thefey 
ver. 8, 9, 10. Men difpofe of their honours and eftates to 
their fons, according to- their feniority of age, and priority of 
birth; but God doth not: The elder fhall Jerve the younger. 
Had it been left to Samuel, or Jeffe, to make the choice, one. 

__of thefe had certainly been chofen ; but God will magnify his 

fovereignty, in pafling by: fome that were moft promifing, as 
well ‘as in faftening on others that were lefs fo. 

2. How David at length was pitched upon. He was the 
youngeft of all the fons of Jefle; his name fignifies Zcloved, for 
he was a type of the beloved Son. Obferve, 

if, How he was now employed. He was in the fields 
keeping the beep, ver. 11. and was left there, though there was 
a facrifice and a feaft at his father’s houfe. The youngeft ufe 
+o bexthe-fondlings of the family; but it fhould feem David 
» was leaft fet by of all the fons of Jeffe. Either they did not 
difcern, or did not duly value the excellent fpirit he was of. 
Many a great genius lies buried in obfcurity and contempt ; and 
God oft exalts thofe whom men defpife, and giveth abundant 
honour to that part which lacked. 'The fon of David was he 
whom men defpifed, the fone which the builders refufed, and 
yet has a name above every name, David was taken, from fol-— 
lowing the ewes, to feed Facob, Pfal. xxviii. 71. as Mofes 
from keeping the flock of Jethro: An inftance of his humility 
and induftry, beth which God delights to put honotr tpon. 
We would think a military life, but God faw a paftoral life, 
which gives adyantage for contemplation and communion with 
heaven, the beft preparative for kingly power, at leaft for thofe 
graces of the Spirit which are neceffary to the due difcharge of 
that truft which attends it. David was keeping fheep, though 
it was a time of facrifice; for there is mercy that takes place 
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_. 2dly, Flow earneft Samuel was to have him fent for. We 

_ will mot fi down to meat (perhaps it was not the feaft upon the 
facrifice, but a common meal) til] he come hither ; for if all the 

telt be rejected, this mult be he. . He that. was, defigned . not 
sto fit at table at all, is now ftaid for as the principal gueft, . If 

God will-exalt them of low degree, who.can hinder? .. 

3dly, What appearanee he made. when he did come... No 
notice is taken of his cloathing.; no doubt. that. was according 

to his employment, mean and: coarfe, as fhepherds coats ufed 
to be, and he did not change his cloaths.as Jofeph did, Gen. 
xli. 44.3 but he had a very honeft Jook, not ftately, as,Saul’s, . 
but fweet and lovely: He was ruddy, of a beautiful countenance, 
and goodly to look to, ver. ¥2.; 2. e, he had a clear complexion, 
a. gpod sy and a lovely face; the features extraordinary, and 
fomething in his looks ‘that was very charming. ‘Though he 
vwas fo far from. ufing any art to help his beauty, that,his em- 
~ ployment expofed it to, the fun and wind, yet nature kept its |. wea ee 
own, and, by the {weetnefs of his afpecty gave manifeft indica- |. ous QT 
‘tions of an amiable temper and difpofition of mind. Perhaps, 
his modeft blufh when he was brought before Samuel, and. re- 
ceived by him with furprifing refpeét, made him look. much the _ 
handfomer. Reg fo a ene 

4thly, The anointing of him. The Lord told Samuel, in 
his ear, (as he had done, chap. ix. 15.) that this avas he whom 
he mutt anoint, ver. 12.. Samuel objeéts not the meannefs of - 
his education, his youth, or the little refpe@ he had in. his own 
family; but, in obedience to the divine command, took his 


o 


’ ES 


4 : x m - 


Eun we NS 


‘Chap. XVI. : 


fon; which zs with the. fheep. »20 And Jeffe 


took an afs Jaden with bread, and a bottle of 
wine, anda kid, and fent then by David his 
fon unto Saul. 21 And David came to Saul, 


_ and ftood before him; and he loved him great- 


ly, and he became his armour-bearer. 22 And 
“Saul fent to Jefle, faying, Let David, I pray 
thee, fiand before me: for he hath found fa- 
vour im my fight. 23 And it came to pafs, 
when the evil {pirit from God was upon Saul, 
that David took an harp, and played with his 
hand: fo Saul was refrefhed, and was well, and 
the evil {pirit departed from him. 


‘We have here Saul falling, and David rifing. s 

1. Here is Saul made a terror to himfelf: ver. 14. The 
Spirit of the Lord departed from him. He having forfaken God 
and his duty, God, in a way of ‘righteous judgment, withdrew 
from him thofe afliftances of the good fpirit, with which he 
was direéted, animated, and encouraged, in his government and 
wars. He loft all his good qualities. This was the effeé of 


his rejecting God, and an evidence of his being rejeéted by him. - 


Now God took his mercy from Saul, as it is expreffed, 2 Sam. 
Wits 15.3 for when the Spirit of the Lord departs from us, all 
good goes. When men grieve and quench the Spirit, by wil- 
ful fin, he departs and will not always ftrive. The confequence 


of this was, that an evil /pirit from God troubled him. “They 


that drive the good Spirit away from them, ‘do ‘of ‘courfe’ be- 
come a prey to the evil fpirit. If God’and’ his ‘grace’do“fot 
rule over us, fin and Satan will have poffefion of us: 'The'de- 
vil, by the divine permiflion, troubled’ and’ terrified ‘Saul; by 
means of the corrupt humours of his body, and paflidns' of his 
mind. He grew fretful, and peevith, and difcontented’;’ timo- 


- rous and fufpicious, ftarting and trembling ever aid anon. He 


was fometimes, faith Jofephus, as if he had been choked, or 
ftrangled, and a perfeét demioniac by fits. ‘This made him vn- 
fit for bufinefs, precipitate in his counfels, thé’ contempt of his 
enemies, and a burden to all about him. 18") © 10-8 
_ 2. Here is David made a phyfician’ to’ Saul, “atid ‘by that 
means brought to court; a phyfician that ‘helped him againft 
the worft of difeafes, when none elfe could. David was new- 


_ ly anointed privately to the kingdom; it would be of ufe to 
~ him to go to court, and’ fee the world; it is here brought about 
for him, without any ‘contrivance of his own,'/r his friends. 


Note, /Thofe :whom God defigns- for any fervice, his provi- 
dence thal! concur with this grace, to prepare and qualify them 
FOr Atek * aoe : ¢ 

_ Saul is diftempered his fervants have the honefty and’ cov- 
rage to tell hin what his diftemper was: Ver. 1§.°"An evil ‘pi- 
‘rit, not by chance, but/from \God, and his providence, troubleth 
theetINowpele: (ivi aehergyt a . 

. If, The means they all advifé him to for his relief was mufic : 
ver. 16. Let us have @ cunning © play er on the harp to attend 
thee. How much better friends ha they -bedn‘ to"him; if they 
had advifed him} ince’ the evil! {pinit ‘Was ‘froin the Lott; to: 
give all diligence to make: his 


nce, to fend for Samuel to pray with him,, and to intercede} 


with God for him? then might he not only have had fome 


_ prefent relief, but the: good fpirit Would “have retirnéd ‘to! him. 
But their project is to make him methy) aff cure hint, Ma-! 


anys whofe confciences are convineed> and ftartled;-are -for ever 


tained by, fuch methods as thefe;* which drown all care’ of the 


foul 


i the delights of fenfe,» Yet Saul’s. fervants did not a- 
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peace: with'God-by-true. repent-' ° 
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mifs to fend for mufic, as a help to cheer up the fpirits, if they 
had but withal fent for a prophet to give ‘him good counfel. 
And (as Bithop Hall obferves) it was well they did not fend 
for a witch or diviner, by his inchantments to ca‘t out the evil 
{pirit ; which has been the abominable wicked practice of fome 
that have worn the Chriftian name, who confult the devil in 
their diftreffes, and make hell their refuge. Thofe who thus 
agree with Satan, it will be no- lefs than a miracle of divine 
grace, if ever they break off from himr again. 
2dly, Oue of his fervants recommended David to him, asa 
fit perfon to be employed in the ufe of thefe means; little ima- 
gining, that he was the man whom Samuel meant, when he 
told Saul of a neighbour of his, better than he, that fhould 
hawe the kingdom, chap. xv. 28. It is a very high charac- 
ter which this fervant of Saul’s here gives of David, ver. 
18. that he was not only fit for his purpofe, as a comely perfor, 
and cunning in playing ; but a man of courage and conduét, a 
mighty valiant man, and prudent in matters, fit to be further pre- 
ferred, and (which crowned his character) the Lord is with him. 
By this it appears, that though David, after he was anointed, 
returned to his country-bufinefs, and there remained on his 
head no marks of the oil; {0 careful was he to keep that fe- 
cret: yet the workings of the Spirit, fignified by the oil, could 
not be hid, but made him fhine in ob{curity ; fo that all his 
neighbours ‘obferved, with wonder, the great improvements of 
his mind on a fudden. David, even in his fhepherd’s weeds, 
is become an oracle, a champion, and every thing that is great. 
His fame reached the court prefently; for Saul was inquifitive’ 
after fuch young men, chap. xiv. 52. When the Spirit of 
God comes ‘upon a man, he will make his face to fhine. 
3dly, David is herewipon fent’ for to court. And it feems, 
(1.) His-father was very willing to part with him, fent him 
- very readily, and a prefent with him to Saul, yer.20. The pre- 
fent was according to the ufage of thofe times, bread and wine, 
-comparé chap. x. 3, 4, therefore acceptable, becaufe expreflive 
of the homage and allegiance of him that fent it. Probably 
Jefle, who knew what his fon David was defigned for, was a- 
ware, that Providence was herein fitting him for it ; and there- 
fore he would not force Providence, by fending him to court 
uncalled; yet he followed Providence very chearfully, when 
he faw it plainly putting him into the way Of preferment, Some 
fuggelt, that when Jeffe received’ that meflage, Send me David 
thy fon, he began to be afraid, that Saul had got fome intima- 
tion of his being anointed, and fent for him to do him a mif. 
chief, and therefore Jeffe fent 4 prefent to pacify him; but, it 
“is probable, Whoever bréught the meffage, gave him an account 
on what defign he was fent for. 7!" 7 oe r 
(2) Saul took a‘ great'kindnefS to’him, -¥er. 213 loved him 
“greatly, and defigned to make him his armour-bearer, and (con- 
traty to the tanner of the "king, chap. viii. 11.) afked his fa- 
ther’s leave to'keép him ‘in’ His fervice ser. 22. “Let David, 
I pray thee, land before me: Kod good reafon he had to te« 
{pect him; for he did him a°gteat déal of fervice with his, mu- 
fic, vers 23. His inftrumental ‘Mufic; ‘with his harp, is only 
mentioned ; but it fhould feem; by the account Jofephus gives 
“of it, that he Hdded’ Yocal mufic ‘to it; and fuip hymns, proba- 


“bly divine Hymiis, fOngs of pratfe, to’ his harp. ““David’s mufic 


“was Saul's phyficts ['s.] Mufic lias 4’ natural tendency towards 
the compofing’and exhilarating of the‘mind, when it is difturb- 
ed and faddened. — Elifha ufed it for the calming of his fpirits, 
‘2 Kings iit: 15. On fometit has ‘a greater influence and ‘effect 
than on others, and, probably, Saul was one of thofe. Not that 

“ait charted ‘the évil {pirit; but it made bis Spirit fedate, and allayed 
thofe tumults of the animal fpitits, by which the devil had ad- 
vantage againft him. The bearns of the fun (it is the learned 
Bochart’s comparifon) cannot be cut with a {word, quenched 
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with water, or blown out with wird; but by clofing the win- 
dow-fhuts, they may be kept out of the chamber. Mufie 
cannot work upon the devil, but it may fhut up the paflages by 
which he had’ accefs to the mind. {[2.]' David’s mufic was 
extraordinary, and in mercy to’him, that he might gain a re- 
putation at court, as one that bad the Lord with him. ‘God 
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fhield went before him, 8 And he ftood and 
ered unto the armies of Ifrael, and faid unto 
them, Why are ye come out to fet your battle 
in aray? am not Ia Philiftine, and you fer- 
vants to Saul? chufe you a man for you, and 
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made-his performances ‘in mufic more faccefsful, ‘in this ‘cafe, 
than others would have ‘been. ~ Saul found, ‘even’ after he had 
conceived an enmity to David, that‘no one ‘el€ ‘ould do him 
the fame feryice, chap, Xix:"0; ‘Yo.'5 ‘which Wasa’ great'agera- 
vation of his outrage againft him.’ It is pity mufic, which imay 
be fo ferviceable to the “gdodteniper ‘of the‘ mind, ‘fhould ever 
be abufed by any, to the fupport of vanity and’ luxury, “and 
made an o¢cafion of drawing the heart away’ from’ God and'fe- 
_Flous things, “If that be ‘to‘any the’effect of rt, it drives-away 
“the good fpixit, not the’ ey) fpirit. ff) ose sean 


bh 
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let him come down tome. 9 If he be able to 
Aight with me, and to kill me, then will we be 
-yourderyants > but if I prevail againft him, and 

kill him, then fhall>ye be our ‘fervants, dnd 

ferve’ us. 19 And the Philiftine faid, I defy . 
_ the armies of Tfrael this. day ;. give. mea man, 
that we may. fight,.togethen + x1, When. Saul 
and all Ifrael heard thofe words of the Phili- 
'ftine, they were difmayed, and greatly afraid, 
_. Tt was not long-ago, that, the Philiftines were foundly beat- 

} €h,.and. put to the:wonfe before MMrael-s and had been, totally 
routed,,.if Saul’s rafhnefs, had not prevented; but here: we find 
them making -head sagain...Obferves o. 2.0 Petey yd 
» T+ How they, deed Lrael. with their armies, verok. They 

made @ a upon the Ifraglites country, and-poffefied them- 
felvesy:.ag.it fhould Seem, of forhe part. ofits for they incamp- 
ed.in.a place which belangethto Fudah,' Ufrael’s. ground bad 
never been footing for.the Philiftines armies, if Hfrael had been — 
faithful to. their God. ..The. Philiftines...(it is. probable) had 
heard, that Sampel had-fallep out, with Saul, and forfaken him, 
and noi longer affifted and .advifed him; and that Sauk-was ~ 
grown, melancholy, and: unfit! for-/buGeefls; and that encou- 
- Kaged them to make this, attempt, for the-retrieving: of the cre- 
dit they had \lately: lofty. The enemies-of the church are, watch- 
fyl to take all advantages ; and they never have greatér advan- 
_ tagesy than, when, her; proveétors ‘have provoked God's Spirit 
ea Prapbeiste leave, them. ‘WBelevsulicaat is-forets, and fa~ 
ST Te The ae 5 aa nts te ae pce thems ver.25,3- And shere: we mutt take! notice, - (1. 
REE ATAO petee otis ibichl deal-estajon taesigf owid at ay sh exil ins Saeithe ptalenn Meet ldTUGaal are 
TEU GAE- Came smiiiitl £odP bah Or vectors _ + Dayid’s hatp haying given him Lome. nelief,, perhaps thealasms 
é No the Philiftines gathered together their } and pfais of, the: war-prevented. the return. of the»diftemper. 
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David is the. man whom God now delights to honour 3 for he 
4a man after his own heart. We read, in the foregoing 
chapter, hoa, after he was. anointed, Providence made him 
famous in the court: we read, gn this chapter, bow Pravi- 
dence made him much more famous in the camp; and by both, 
“not only marked him for a great'man, but fiited bim ‘for the 
throne to which ‘he was défigned. Fn the court'be esas only 
Walls phifician, but:in the cavp T/rael's champion ; there-he 
Jl afairly fouzkt, and heat, Goliath of Gath. In. the ory obferve, 
LL. What.ayigure Goliath madey and how daringly 'he challen- 
ged the armies of Trach, vet..tj—-11. II, What a°mean f- 
“gure David made, when Prowidence brought him to the-army, 
\ Ger 125430.) TEL ‘The (unparalleled: bravery iavhevewiih 
o David tundersagk: to iencanater: this : Philipines wR! 3 t}—3 Q- 
coe AVe The pious refolution with which. he attacked him, ver. ° 
— 4Qnnrrage V~ The glorious vittory he obtained over bim,. 
“pith a Sing and'a fione, and thé advantage which’ the If- 
““naclites thereby-ghined againft the’ Philiftines, vet 48,—5 4. 


Seaeh tetra, Hadh silad lac, red to. p Pulinels is a good. antidote againit melancholy. Let the mind 
‘armi€s to “battle, and ‘were gathered to- _ have peste Bete led only onda ote 
and it will be'the Jefs in danger of preying -upen itfelf. God, 
in mercy todfrael, {afpended the judgment: for,a;while y for. 
how diflragted sult the. affaixs of the: pablichave been; if at 
this junéture,.the prince had been diftradied >. (2.)."Khat-Da- 
pwid for the prfent,.was »returned.isa Bethlehemy and had le& 
» the, Court, vers 15s \ When. Saubihad. no. further,occafion toufe 
hum for the. selief of his diftemper, though, being anointed, he —- 
had a very good private reafon, and, having agrant of the place ~ 
of Saul’s armour-bearer, "he chad .a very: plauble pretence to 
have. continued jhis.gttendancey.'as a xetainer'to.the court; yet 
he went home,to, Bethlehem, and returned. to keep his father’s - 
fheep. This was a rare inftance, .,in a young man that ftood 
fo fair for preferment, of humility, and)affection to ‘his parents. 
He knew better shan moft do, how to come down again,, after 
he had begun to,rife, and, ftrangely preferred the-xetirements of 
a paltoral, life, before all the, pleafures and gaieties of the court.” 
. Nong. more. fit, for. honour whan: he, nor that deferved it betters © 
| and yet mone more dead te ity fo) eg shine 
3+ How. they. defied ‘ rael. with. their. \champion. Goliath, 
whom, they were almolt;as proud ofj-as he, was of himfelf, ha- 
ping by him to, recover their, reputation and dominions) Per- 
_ haps) the -atmy-of, the, [fraelites. was: fuperior in number-and 
ffrength to:that of the |Philiftines,, which made’ the Philiftines 
decline. a: battle, .and| {land at a bay with them, defiring rather, 
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» gether at Shoehoh, ‘which be/ongerh to Judah, - 
. and “pitched between Shochoh ‘and~Azekah, 
“int Ephes-damniim. “2 And’ Saul and/the'men - 
of! Tfrael were gathered” together, and pitched * 
‘by the valley of Elahy and fet’the battlein a- 
“yay againft the Philiftings.’° 4 And the: Phili- 
“fines ffcodona mountain on’ the’ one’ fide, 
and’ Ifrael flood ona mountain’ on the other 
' fide: and zthére was°a valley between them. 
4 J And there went out a champisty out vf the 
camp of the Philiftines, named Goliath, of Gath, 
whole height was fix:cubits and afpan. 5 And 
be bad-an-helmet of brafs: upon his-head, and -’ 
he was'armed with a’ coat: ‘of hail: and the | 
weight of the’ coat was! five thowfandthekels | 

~ of brafs. 6 Arid he bad greaves of brafs upon 
his legs, anda target of brafs between his fhoul-' 
ders: 7 And the: ftaff of -his-fpear was like a’ 
 weaver’s beam, and his fpear’s head ‘weighed’ 
fix hundred fhekels of iron and one bearing a 
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Chap. XVI, 


champion, they hoped to gain the vi@ory. Now, concertiing 
this champion, obferve, ~ Sepa eet a) GIDE 
1/?, His prodigious fize. He was of the fons of Anak, who, 
at Gath, kept their ground in Jofhua's time, Joth. xi. 22. and 
kept up a race of giants there, of which Goliath was one, and, 
it is probable, one of the largeft. He was in height fix cubits 
and a fpan, vera, The learned Bifhop Cumberland ‘has made 
it Out, ‘that the feripture-cubit ‘was ‘abéve twenty-one inches, 
(above three inches ‘more than, oat: Half a-yard), and a! {pan 
was half a cubit ; by which computation, Goliath wanted but 
eight inches of four yards in height, eleyen-feet and four inch- 
es. A monitrous ftature, and which. ‘made him very formi- 
dable;' efpecially if he had» ftrength’ and {pitit proportion- 
ables) «syt ho boleh! DSi SRT Ne pr 
2dly, His armour.’ Art,..ag wells nature, made him ter- 
rible. _He'was well fixed with defenfive armour: ver. 5, 6. 
A helmetof brafs on bis heady a@ coat of mail-made 6f brafs plates 
laid’ dver one another, ‘dike ‘the {cales 6f-a fith. “And becaufe 
his legs would lie-moft within the’ reach ‘fan ordinaty man, 
he wore brafs-boots, and a latge’ corflet of 'brafs ‘about his néck. 
The ‘coat is-faid tooweigh five” thoufand Mekels 5 “and a thekel 
was half dncounce Avoirdapoifa’ . Acvalbavelght for a tat to 
~ enery, “allithe!other (party of dis arifioar being’ proportionible. 
But :fome think it fhould-be trariflated, not thé -aeight of the 
coasy butte value ofits was five thoujand foekels 36 wich it 
colt” His offenfive weapons were! extraordinary, of wiieh his 
‘fpear only is *here> deferibed, vere goat was lea! eeaver’s 
beams Elis arm could ‘manage “that “whith atverdinary than 
could farce heave. His! (held only, avhi¢howasthe highte(t 


‘ofall histaceoutrentents, Wwasicartied Before hint by His'efquire, 


‘probably forftates forchertingt was clad in! bral; *litle heeded 
va fhielde> aval sorein wos brs 3 eopeinevbe ie 95) ; 
gal, Bis ehalleng 
their. rm beh etdane thon vontbasprees hazard lof'a battle, 

he here throws down’ the pauntlet, alnd ‘bids"defianee tothe 

~ armies of Iifrwelj ver8,9, 102° He eaitie ‘into: the valley 
» that Hy between the camps ; “ahd his ‘voive, “probably; “being 

‘as mech flronger'than other people’s, as his arm Was, ‘he tried 
fo assto'shakesthen alt ‘hear hith, "Give %me-a man; tharwe may 

fight togetber: He lookeupon ‘himfelf with admiration, becaufe 


* OF 


he was-fo ‘mich taller’ andoftronger than all About him’s his ° 


> heare( faith Bithop Hall) ‘nothing but a‘ dump of 'prodd ‘fleth. 
He looks*upon Tfraeh with diGain; becatife they had ‘none a- 


aman among them, bold enough toventer'the fits with "him. 
(15) Heupbraids' them with theif folly in drawing atfarmy to- 
~ gether 
you oppofe the mighty Philiftines? Or whatneed the two ar- 


\ ) nie engagey when the ‘contfoverfy maybe foner décidedy with 


+ only the-expenice of one life, and the hazard of afiéther? (2.) 
~ He offers*to pat the wat entirely wpéii the iffiie of *the’duel he 
* If-your ‘champion kill me, we will-be+your'fervants ; 


"propo : 
361 dell him Yousthall be urs’ "This, faith Bithop Patrick, 


~ wasohlyva® bravado 5 ‘for no“nation ‘would’ be' willing thus to 

~ veritireitsall upon the feceels dfode man; HOPS it jaftifiable. 
Notwithfariding ‘Goliath's ftipulation teres’ when We was kill- 

ed, the Philiftities didi not (tarid tochis word) nor fubinit them. 
’ felves fervants to Tfiael. . When he ‘boatts, Yam we Philifiine, 


and you forwants'to' Saul, Ke would have it thouplita'gréat piece 


.  ficondefeenfion in hit, whor Was 2 o¢hief ‘ruler; to enter the 
>) Fitts:sith aw Draelite's for he looked” on theta As ‘no better than 
/ Slaves.” ‘The Chaldeeparaphrafe brings him in boafting, that 
he was the “man ‘that had killed ‘Hophni: and Phinehas, and 
taken the ark prifoner ; but that the Philiftines had never given 

him fo much as the command of a regiment in recompence of 


Wis 4M DER: 


to pat the iffue npon a fingle combat, in. which, having fuch a 


Joo The Philiftineshaviig-éholen hin for | 


~ i ss. 


ot 


his fervicess whereas Saul had been made king for his fervices: 
_ let. him therefore take up the challenge. 

.4thly, The,terror this {truck upon [frael: ver, rr. Saul 
and all his army were greatly afraid. _ The people had not 
been difmayed, ‘but that they obferyed Saul’s courage failed 
him.;, And itis not to be expected, that if the leader be a 
coward, the followers fhould be bold. We. found before, 
when the {pirit ofthe Lord. came upon Saul, chap. xi. 6. none 
could. be more.daring, .nor forward to anfwer the challenge of 
Nahafh the Ammonite ;. but now. the fpirit of the Lord was 
departed from. him, even the big looks and big words of a fin- 
gle Philiftine make him. change colour. But where was Jo- 
nathan alb this, while? Why did not he accept the challenge, 
who, in the. laft war, had fo bravely engaged a whole army of 
Philiftines ? Doubtlefs he felt not himfelf {tired up of God to 
it, as he did then. As the beft, fo the braveft men, are no 
more than what God makes them. Jonathan muft now fit 
fil, becaufe the honour of efigaging Goliath is referved for 

“David. In great and good actions, the wind of the Spirit 
blows when and where he lifteth. Now the pious Ifraelites 
lament their king’s breach with Samuel. - ay 


_ 12 4 Now David was the fon of that Ephra- 
thite of Beth-lehem-judah,..whofe name war 
fefie, and he had eight fons : and the \man went 
ating men'for'an oldman ‘in the days of Saul. 

13 And’the three eldeft fons of Jeffe'went and 
-followed Saul to the battle: and the names of ~ 
his. three fons that went to the battle, qvere E- 
‘hab ‘the firft-born, and*next* unto“him; Abitia- 
dab, and’the® thitd Shammah. “14 Ahd David 
was the youngeft : and the thrée eldéft follow- 


fvom Gaul, to.feedhis father's ufheepyat Beth- 
lehem. 16 And the Philiftine drew near; morn- 
ing and evening, and. prefented ; himfelf forty 
days. :17-And Jefe faid -unto.David his fon, 
| Take now for thy brethren,.an.ephah.. of this 
parched orn, andthefe ten loaves; and run to’ 


} the-camp to thy; brethren. 18 And carry thefe 
mong them) of fueh'a fonfttous balks and Gefies’them to find © 


ten cheefes unto the captain, of .cheir thoufand, 
and. look-how thy. brethren fare, and take. their 


Why are ye Come'to ft the baitle in avay® “How'dare | Pledge. oa9 Now,Saul,and they, and. all-the 


jomenvof: Lrael were an the valley. of Elah, 


fighting with the-Philiftines. °20. 4] And Da- 
vid rofe up early in the morning, and. left the 
fheep. with, a.keeper. and..took, and »went, as 
Jefie had commanded him; and he came to 
the trench as the» hoft. was, going forth to the 
fight, and fhouted: for the battle. 22 For If- 
raek andthe Philiftines,had put. the battle in 
axay, army againft.army. ».22 And David left . 
his carriage-in.the hand.of the keeper of the 
carriage, and'ran into the army, and camé and. 
faluted his brethren, 23 And as he talked with \— 
them, behold, there came up. the champion 


| (the Philiftine of Gath, Goliath by name) out 


of the armies of the Philiftines, and fpake .ac- 
. O a2 cording 


ed Saul. 15 But David went, and returned 
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humility, thatit came after he had, the honour off a-courtier ; © 

and\the reward of it, thatiit came before the honour of a con-- z 

queror, Before honour is humility. Now he had that oppors 

tunity of ; meditation: and prayer, jand. other aéts of devotion, _ 

which; fitted, him for what he was deftined ito, more than all 

the military exercifes of that inglorious camp eould:do.. > 

| 2. Thevorders his father gavediim ito go.vifithis brethren in 

thercamp: He did notihimfelfiafk leavesta go itolifatisfy hiss 

curiofitys orto gaini experiences: and: make} obfervations;! but - 

his?father: fent' him.on\aomeamiandidiomely. errand, (which any; 

' of his {érvants might havei doneso‘Heimufbicatryfome, bread | 
and)cheefe'to his brethren, ten loaves with fome/parched:corn,.. | 
for themfelves vers'17.\'amd:ten! cleefess:whichs cits feems, he. | 
thoughtstoo good for them,i but fonia prefent to 'theiricalonel,._ 
ver. 982° David mutt {till be the idrudgeof ithe }family, though; » 

' he wasvto be:the. greateft omamentdf it. okte had nét fomuch! | 

as an afs:at.command tolcarty shisdoadsd butochmihhy take ato ont 

his back, and \yet:runto the \campso4 Jeflewwe: thought, was -- 

privyeto hiscbeing! anointed) and yetsinduftriouflyckeps: him thus || - 

mean and obfcure, probably to: hide shimifromothe eyes of UB. 

| piciomand envy;-knowing:he was anointed tolavcrown-in\ tes. 

p> yerfon, oHemmuftobferveshow dis brethren fared, whether 

theyswere mobxeduced ito -fhortiallowanve, indi -the incamp-/ 

ment continued:fo dong, thatyif heed were; ‘he iitight fend !thems « - 


cording’ to the fame words: and -David heard: 
‘ them, 24 And all the men of Ifrael, when they ® 
faw.the man, fled from him, and were. fore a- 
fraid.. 25, And thé men..ofIfrael faid, .Have:.. 
yefeen this. man that is come up ? -furely to 
defy Hrael is he come ‘up ‘and ‘it hall :be' hat 
the man who killeth him, thé'king will enrich: 
him with’ great ziches, and \will, give him, his,. 
daughter, and make his father’s: houfe free: in 
[irael.. 26 And David {pake to the mem that 
ftood by him, ‘faying; What’ fhall’ be’ done ‘to 
‘the man that killeth this Philiftine, and taketh 
away. the reproach from. Jfrael? for who is this 
uneircumeifed» Philiftinep that-he 'fhould defy « 
the*arnjies' of the living God? 24 And the peo-” 
ple anfwered Him ‘after this manner, faying, So 
fhall it be: done. to,,theyman. that killeth him. 
28.9, And Ehab‘his eldeft brother heard:when: 
he-fpake unto the-meén ;:and Eliab’s‘anger was” 
kindled agamift David, and he faid; Why cameft i 


2 Cothgs 207 Sh gangoty iC is oP more provifionse ic Amdohe nuff take thein pledgesn ine. siftheyrc 
; Pato SEGA ES B 4 and with WhO ig inne 4) had‘pawned any thin Lissa buedcbare sates noticerof their: > 
eit thole.tew fheep in. the. wilderne Sa 2 SNOW! of company, forfome obférve, whoothey-affociate: with, ‘and what. 
thy pride, :and:the naughtinefs of. thine heart's » fort-of life-theyslead.< Perhaps, Dawidyclike: Jofephs: had for-: 
for'thou ‘art come-down, ‘that: thou mightft fee * | merly: brought :to hisi father their evilcreport, and now hefendsi: _ 
the Battle. ° 25 And David faid, What have I} imo inqute:coneerning shor hanners.See:the-cane of p< 
sr tan’ 2 Te ttn at RAED pfs TT AT BOteIOepyG | Sify dus spakentsiabant; therplc njawheny they are) abroad frome 
‘now, done? Ls.ther. énot.a caufe FnGO' 4,And tig, off thems efposiathyia places vik Fn vates\folicitous a. 
tumed.from; him:.towards.canother, and {pake.f how:cthey carry: themfelves,i-and) particularly: what company. 
after the\fame:manner : and:thepeople:anf{wer->}: theyckeepiri: Det childrencthinkof this,:and ‘carry.themfelves.:\ oe 
_ ed hitn again after the former manner." 2°} accordingly; remembering; that, when they are from under theite; 
USS EC SIOA DAs Ie ele HO AGIsST DAR rag set OTT eogad! parents exey they are ftillsunder|\God’s. ¢ye.) oihstetbsi yintl x - 
Forty daysithe itwo.<artmes: day: encamped:facing!ohesanions |) 3. David’sidutiful obedience) to his: father’s commands i-His:« - 
ther,:\each iadvantageotifly poftedy bit: neither: forwards tovens. yf! prudence and carecmadeshint be: up: darly,: veri 29.and yetinot=\)— 
Qagenrl i Either-they: were parleyingsand treating of aniaccomay/) t leavethis fieep without! akeeper;fontaithful was He iboa fews | 
modation; on.waiting 8 for'recruits svand;: pethaps,\there were | » things,vand: therefore the: fitter, tor be»:made> ruler over) any? a} 
frequent 'flirmithes betwéén ‘parties: of both s fides,’ All. thiss.ch thingsy/and foiawell: hadvhe learned. to-obey, before hei pretender. 
"while, twice” a-day,morping» and:revenitip,-didithe infilting <i}! ed to commiandis’ God's providence: broughty him:to thé ¢ampiey’ 
champion appears am«the field,: andu repeat his challénges;:: his: very>feafonably, siwhem bothy fides had fet the battlesin artayyiiS 
5 own heart growing (more) and: moré2proud for! hisnot bess]! andy asvit fhouldifeem; were: mobeclikelyto:come tovatvengagess) 
‘ ing anfwered, and» thé people of Ifraeh: more andimore. timb- >}: f : oe 


an than they had yet been of all the forty days, ver. 21. co 
oth fides, were:now preparing :tosfight. Jefle’ little thought.of, 
fending his:fontocthe army-jufb ing that’ critical ,qun@ures:-bute-- 
the, wife God. ordets thevtime;‘dndsalh the »circumtancesiofacs 
' tions land: affairs, : {6 as to:/ferve his defigns of fecuriog) the jin--.- 
tereftsjof) irael, andoadvanding. the oman> after! ‘hisyown' heart... 
Now obleryedheteyw2i zi 25} anid caive QiseionH9 fa90 bed ie eee 
_ 1A, How brifleand lively Dawid was, vers:22. 07 Whaticat.->. 
rage he-brought, he -honeltly stooku care! of, kandileft itowith» 
it a ) thofe that hadithe charge-of the -bag-and-baggagesi but though: 
and therefore had. his quietus from) publi¢ fetvicés,: and went’! | he Had comeia long journey; with:a greati load, ‘he tansdntosthe 
“ not in perfon to the;wars, but-fent his,fons, , He: had thejhoz)} army;'\to fee what owas, va:doing: there, »andi:to:payvhis) refpedts > 2 
© nours paid him that were due to his-age, his hoary bead was | to his brethren. «See/fcthow amare thus diligent:in-hissbufinels? 
a ctown of glory to him. . David’s three elder brethren, who, | he isim the!way-of preferment, she fliall fand before-kingts 0 
perhaps, envied his’ place at the’ court, got 'théir father to fend’ | 2diy;: Tow: bold: and ‘daridg: the Philiftine was, ver..23... : 
for him home, and'let them’ go tothe camp, where they hoped: | Now'the arinies were dtawn oubdnto ailimenof battle, the apa. 
, to fignalize, themfelves, and. eclipfe:yhim,. ver.;1 3)/14x awhile | peared firft to! rete whis::challenges -vainly:: imagining! that he. e 
- David, himfelf was fo far from, being proud jof . the fervicds he.) wassinotheveager ichace of hisiown gloty and triumphs; whereas» ~ 
had done his prince, -or ambitions of further. preferment, that. | reallyheowas ‘but courting his own:deltridtion.borigti bas >eky i 
he not only retuned from court to the obfcurity of his father’s | dly, How timorous:and > faint-heatted- thesmenoof Hrael 
houfe, but to the care and’ toil, ‘and (as it proved, ver. 34.) toe Though: they had for fottydays together been ufed tor > 
the-peril, of Reeping his fathéis. fheep. Te was the praife: of this! hisyhaughty looks;.and. threatening: language, and, haying feen. 
fatae 4 ; 4 ‘ ie, Seaham ce \ 


rous::: while: God defigned lrereby to: ripen shim Tifor -deftrud-: >} 

_ tionj-and-to make: Sfrael’s delive¥ance thé’moreiillufttious,): Ad! /} 

this:while: David ig-keeping his!father’sfheep ;|:but, athe lend. 
of forty days, Providence: brings him oto the heldcto) win and: 

wear thedaurel, which no other “Hraelite: daresiventuresfor.! 0: 

We have in: thefe verfes;' > 95h) Sit Ak oro 

_ 1. The prefent ffate of hisfamily! > His father! was!old: ‘} 

ver. .12.. He qent among men for an old man; was taken no-’ 
tice of 'for‘his’ great age, ’ above ‘what was ufual at that” time, 
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- _ chidehims » But:thofe who thusrexalt tremfelves ovemthein!ju< = 
niors, may perhaps: live to deethemfelves;* by! a -rightedus: Pro. } 


 Eliab wassnow-vexed;\\ that hiswyounger brother fhould: {peak © 
, thofe bold:words:againft the: Rhiliftiney:which he himfelf durft .) 
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no execution done by either, might have learned to defpife: 


both ; yet, upon his apptoach, they fled from him, and vere: 


Sore afraid, ver. 24.' One Phililtine could never thus have, : 


_ chafed a thoufand dfraelites, and put ten’thoufand to flight, une: 


. 


champion: He afked what: reward avas promifed tochimy that or 


ly fold them, and fout them up, Deut. xxxii. 3925) ) 

4thly; How high’Saul bid» for va, champion.-: ‘Though’ he 
was the talleftoof all the mei ofsIifrael, andjif/he had notbeen 
fo, while*he kept clofe to-God; might fafely have taken up the 


lefg their! Rock; being itreachéroufly forfaken by’ shem, hadi juft- 


gauntlet,’ which.this infolent Philiftine threw dowmy himfelf s' yet: : 


the Spirit-of the L.ord):being departed from imi: he durft! not |. 
do it; nor prefs: Jonathan’ to do it r-but, »whoeven! will idoiit)« 


fhall have as good preferment :as, hercam giverhimy verv'2.5.° If 
the ‘hope of-wealth and honour williprevail: withhany «mani too: 


expofechimfelf fo far} it is proclaimed; that 'the. bold adventurer, 
if hexcome offy thall marry: the king’s-davghter,o:and! havea 
good -portién’ with: her z)-butzoas it thould: feem, «whether he 
came\off orgnoy his father’s houfefallbe free: inoL/raed, from >. 


all toll; ‘tribute, and«cuftom;\'and fervitesnto: theyicrown story 3}; it 
: Aeart ; did pretends to know it as certainly as if he were in his 


fhall'be ennobled and advanced! to’ the-péerape, 210 s)d 5 ab 
- 5thly, How much cdncerned David was tovaflert'the honour: 
of Godand ‘Irael, sagainit the umpudent'challenges ‘of this: 


fhould flay this!"Philiftine, ver026.:ithotighjché kitew.alreadys 
notvbecaufe he: wasambitious of theshonours;. but *becaufeqhe 


would have it taken :notice:of; and ireported toiSadl, hdwemuch)s} 


he refented the indignity Herebydone to. Hrael, vand '[frael’s:, 
God. \ ‘He might have prefimed fo sirstipon this|acquaintanice 


and*intereft at courts as to~hitve gone himfelftd Saul! -toroffer +4) f ¢,,{and, it 54 fl 
|) wasy and he approved himfelf well in it, For, [1.]. He hore. 
-the provocation with an~admirable~ temp Tr: “ver. ‘29. What 


his fervices:but hisomodefty»woutd not: letihim=docthat.s it was 
one ofthis rales, before >it was! one of his:fon’s? praverbsy:°Pute 


aot forth thyfelfiin the prefenceiof the bing; and fland not >ins theo) 


place'ofigreat més Riowsixxve 62 yet his zeal! puthimy upor: 
that:method, ;whichy he:hoped,! would! bring him intd this gréat 
engagemént.\' T'wo confiderations, it feems; fired Dayide with. 
a holy indignation, (1) That ‘the challenger was one thatr 
was uncireumeifed; a‘{tranger to God, oand | out: cf covenant 


withchimy '¢2.) That the challenged were :the-armies of) the» 
living>God, devoted ‘to! him; employed: by him, and/fordhim) « 
fo that theaffronts 1 doneritoxcthem,isreflected upon. ‘thesliving 


Godthimfelfp amdcthdt hedcannotsbear! ocWherithereféresfome: 
had-told himp what was the! reward vpropofed-) for) killing) the 
Philiftine, werli247.che afkéd. others} vero ax-with the fame:-te+ 


fentment, which’ hevexpected Would:atolength:scome: to: Saul’soc 
4 : - pa RED Bea's 


{ 


ban wort + 
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6thly,: Howe he! was brow: beater and«difc uraged»by. hisielso 


der brother) Eliab, \wha; taking:noticeyof his |forwardnels, fell..g) 


into-a paflton: upon: it; cand? gave Davidivery abulive! lanpuage,>: 


vers '28>1\Confidet ity (r-)> Asithe :fruit:of. Bliab’s jedloufya} 
He-was theveldeft brother, and: David the' youngeft, -andjppers: : 


haps, it had been cuftomary with him (as it is withotoo many el+. 
der brothers) to-trample upon him \and:take-evety:occafidn to 


vidence, abafed, and thofe whomithey-are abufive top:exalted. » 
Time may: come,whem the elder maysferve the younger. « But 


not fay..-» Hesknew what honour David bad had.already in the 
court s-and ifthe fhouldinow:»getchim.; honour ini the campy. \ 
(from which ‘he thought he had-fouhd .means effectually to! fe+ 


_cludec+himy ver, 15+);'the gloty ofohisielder:brothers wouldibe « 
eclipfed and {tained.s and’ therefore» (uchiis the ‘natureof: jea- 2 
 loufy)she woulderather- Goliaththould triumph oven Ifrael, than 


that: David :fhould: be:the: many that fiould triumph over him.» 


_ Weath isseruel, andanger is outrageous; ‘bit avho'can fland biw 


s 
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Sore envy ? efpecially the envy,of a brother, which Jacob, and 


Jofeph; and David here, experienced the keennefs of? See 
Prov. xyiii. 19. ‘It is very ill-favoured language that Eliab 
here gives him; ‘not’only unjuft and’unkind, but at this time 
bafély uligrateful'; for David was now fent by his father, as Jo- 
feph by: his, an 4 kind vifityto his brethren. -Eliab mtended, in 
what he faid, not only to grieve and-difcourage David himéelf, 
and:quench that: noble fire he perceived, glowing in, his brealt, 
but to reprefent him to thofe about hip as an idle ‘proud lad, 
not fit to bé‘taken ‘Hoticé of.) He gives*them “toaunderftand, 
that! histuifinefs was only td ketp:fheep sand falfely infinuates; 
that hé vas arcareléfs unfaithful. ‘fhepherd though he had left 
his charge. in, good hands, ver.:20y yet,he, mutt. tauntingly be.. 
afked, Veith quhom haft. thou fet Seg fafa s Though he 
came’ down now to’the camp “in obedience to his father, and ° 


| kindnefs t6 his brethén, afd’ Eliabknéw it “yét this is turnéd /* 


to his reproach 2;‘Thoujartecome down, mdt to -do:any fervice; 
but _to,gratify thy, owa curiofity, and, only to‘look, about. thee, , 
and from theoce he will infer the pride and naughtine/s of his: 


bofon.~'' David could “appeal 'té'God concerning “his“humility’ 
and‘fincerity;: (Pial. xvi 3.dcxitxis'p. and at'this time gdve ~ 
proofs of bothy and; ‘yet could; not efcape this hard, chayacter 

from: his own brother, ; See tbe folly, abfardity, and wicked» 


f: nefs of a proud and enyious paflion,; how groundlef its jealou- ._ 


fies are, how unjuft its ‘cénfures,” how unfait its reprefentations, 

how bitter its invedtivés, and/how indecént its latiguage. God, 
by hisigrace,» keep us from) facia fpirit  ((2.) As a trial) of) 
David's fmetknels, , patience, jand. conftancys,a fharp trial, it. 


have I nétd done what fault have TF committed} for’ which 'T 
fhowld this bé! chidden ? 07 there noraccaufé for my Coming to. | 


) the camp,’ when! my fatherifent me? #5 there-not-accak/e for my” » 
» refenting the injury done to Iftae}’s honour, by. Goliath’s chal- 
_ lenges. i ‘and 


He had right and reafon om his fide, and knew it, and ~ 
therefore *didmot render: railing for railing, but witha foft’ an- 


. fweriturnedaway his brother’s wrath; (This conqueft dofshis« 


own"pafion:was, in'fome refpeéts, more honourable\*than that.» 
of Goliathis(Aethat>hath-rule» aver» his own fpirity is better © 
than the mightys> It was no: time'for “David to: quarrel -withy =! 


» his brother, when>the. Philiftines were upon’ them.* The-more i 
, threatening théschurch’s enemies are} the moreisbearing: her: 
> fiiends:fhould be withcone-anothen 


fac}: Herbroke throtigh w— 
‘the difcouragentent with ancadmirable;refolutions: Herwould=9 
not-bedriven«dff fromuhis thoughts of engaging the’ Philiftine,.:~ 
by thé illewillof his sbrother.2. Thofe that‘ mdertakergreat'and: 
public-fervices, mift not think ft ftrahge ifsthey' bersdifcounte- . . 
nanced and oppofed, -by thofe fromewhom they had .reafon:to + 
expect fupport:and»afhftances butomoufh thumbly .goronswith > 
their work, in, the face, not only of their‘enemites: threats, but - 
of theinfriends flights‘hid fufpicions.’ ‘5 2's!) tpsisvq or 
; sysperur wane ble ma ese eae feo tsun A LS fe, 

3 And when the words.were. heard. which. 
David fpake, theyivehearfed them: before’Saul : 
and ‘he’ ferit ‘for ‘him. 32 And: David faid, 
to Sdul, let no’ man’sheart fail becaufe of hitn ; » 
thy férvant svill, go. and, fight’ with: this Phili- 
ftine,.. 1 23 An "i Saul faid to; David,..’Thou art 
not! able ‘to go againft; this Philiftine, to-fight - 
with ‘hii’: for thou ‘art’but-a youth, “and“he a 
man’ of waf ‘from his youth: “34 AndDavid _ 
faid unto Saul,, Thy fervantkept his father’s . 
fheep) and there .came,a: lion, and. a:bear, and. 
took. 


294 I, 


took a.lamb out of the flock: 35 And I went 
out after him, and {mote him, and delivered iz 


cut of his mouth: and when he arofe ‘againgt | 


me, I caught bim by his beard, and fmote him, 
and flew him. 36 Thy fervant flew both the 
lion and the bear: and this uncigeumeifed Phi. 
liftine Mall be as one of them, feéing he hath 
defied the armies of the living Gods: 27: Da- 
vid: faid moreover, The Lor that delivered 
me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the 
paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the 


hand of this Philiftine. And Saul {aid unto , 


David, Go, and the Lorn be with thee. 
And Saul arméd David with his 
he put an helmet of brafs upon ;his: head, alfo 
he armed him with a coat of mail. - 39 And 


38 4 


David girded his {word upon his’ armour, and 


he aflayed to go, for he had not proved zt: and 


'» David faid unto Saul, I cannot go with thefe; 
And. David. put — 


for I have not proved them. 
them off him. 


David is at length prefented to Saul for 
31. and he bravely undertakes to fight the Philiftine, ver. 32, 
Let no man’s heart fail becaufe of him. Tt would have refle&t- 
ed too much upon the valour of his prince if he had faid, Leg 
not thy beart fail; therefore he {peaks generally, Let no. man’s 
heart fail. A. little thepherd come but this morning from 
keeping fheep, 
Ifrael, and encourageth them. 
good words to his Ifrael, and do great things for them, by the 


weak and foolifh things of the world: David only defires a 


his champion, yer, 


commiffion from Saul to go and fight with the, Philiftine; but 


faith nothing to him of the reward he had_propofed; becaufe 
that was not the thing he wes ambitious of, but only the ho- 
nour of ferving God and his country, Nor would he {gem to 
queftion Saul’s peneroftty. prey aa 
Two things David had to do with Saul, 

1. To get clear of the objé@ion Saul made 
‘dertaking. Adys! faith Saul, thou halt a goad heart on it, 
but art by no means an equal match for this Philiftine ; to en- 
gage with him, is to throw away a life ‘which } may, better, be 
referved for more agreeable fervices. Thou art but a youth, 
rath and inconfiderate, weak and unverfed in arms ;, He isa 
man that has the head and hands of. a man, @ man of wa 


’ trained up and enured to it from his youth, ver. 33. and how 


cifed 


“Saul had no great acquaintance y 
‘of God; and therefore David, in’ reafoning with him, fetch- 


canft thou expect but that he will be too hard for thee? _ 


David: as he had anfwered his brother’3 pefhon with meek- | 


nefs, fo he anfwered Saul’s fear with faith, and gives a reafon 
of the hope which was in him, that hé ‘fhould conquer the Phi- 
hiftine'to the fatisfaGtion of Saul,” We have reafon to fear that 
with, ‘or regard to the word 


eth ‘not his argument. and -encourageméents from thence, how 
much foever he had an “eye to that in his own minds but he 
argues from experience ; though he was but a youth, 
ver in the wars; yet, perhaps, 1 


he had done as much as the 
killing’ of Goliath came to ; 


for he had had,_ by divine afhft- 


ance; fpirit enough ‘to. eycourtér, “and ‘ffrength enough to fub. | 


data lion Onéey and ‘another. tinte a bear that robbed him of 
his lambs, ver. 34,—-36.; to thefe he ‘compares this uncircum- 
Philiftine; looks upon him to-be-as-mucha ravenous beait 
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armour, and ¢ 


has more courage than ‘all’ the mighty men of | 
Thus doth God often fend — 


~and Mfrael, defies 


stow “eg .ao 
againit his un- 


of war, | 


gran: 19 Ay a ye ee 


as either, of them, and: therefore! doubts not bat to deal as €a- 


fily with him; and hereby gives Sau! to underftand, that he y 


was not fo unexperienced: in hazardous combats as’ he took 
hun to be. . aE Sas as a BLO og 
i, He tells his {ory like a man of mettle. He is not a- 
fhamed to own that he kept his father’s theep, which his bro- 
ther had juft now upbraided him with ; fo far is he from con- 
cealing it, that, froin his ‘employment .as a fhepherd, he fetch~ 
es_the experiences that now animated him. ‘But he lets thole 
about him know that he was no ordinary thepherd. Whatever 
our profeflion or calling is, be at néver’fo: niean,’we fhould la- 
bour to.excel in it,.and. do the -bufinefS of it in the befk mate 
ner. When David kept theep, (1.). He approved himfelf ye- 
ry careful and tender of his flock, though at was not’ his own, 
but his father’s. He could not fee a jamb in ,diftrefs, but he 
would ventnre his life to refcue it. "Phis temper,made him — 
fit to be aking, to whom the lives “of the fubjedis fhould be 


dear, and their blood precious, Pal, Ixxi, 14.; and fit to bea * 


type of Chrift, the good shepherd, who gathers the lambs in Bis 
arms, and carries them in his. boformy, La. xls,a1. and who! not 
only ventured, but /aid down his Uife for the foeep and fit, to 
be an example to minifters, | 
to watch ‘for fouls, that they’ be’ nota prey to the roaring ~ 
lion.” (2.) He approved himfelf -very bold’ and brave “in the . 
defence: of his flock. .This-was that’ which heowas new’ coa- 

cerned to give proof of 5 and better evidence could. not be de- 


~ 


manded than this: T hy fervant not only refcued the lambs, 


_ but, to revenge the injury, flew both the ion and the bear. 


2dly, He applies: his {tory like a man of faith. ‘He owns, . 
Ver. 37-it was the Lord that delivered: hint from the'lion and 
the beary.to him he gives the praife of that. great atchievement, 


and from thence he infers, be will deliwer, me.but.of the hand:of 


this Philifiine. “The lion and the bear.were only enemies,to 
me and my fheep, ‘and ‘it’ 'was in defence of my own interel! 
that T attacked them; ‘but this Philiftine is anenemy to God 
she-armies of the living: God, ‘and itis fot their 
honour that J attack him, Notey (1.) Our experiences.oughe’ 
to be improved by us, as our,encouragements to truft-in Ged, 
and-ventute in the way of daty: He -that has Siena 
and will, (2.) By thé café which-common providence takes of 
the inferior .creaturés, andthe protection: they are under, we 
may. be encouraged to depend upon the {pécial providence which 
is converfant about. the Mrael.of God. He that fets bounds 
to the waves of the fea_and the rage of wild, be fis, .can and 
will reftrain the wrath of ‘wicked men. St Paik feems to al- 
lide to: this of David, 2 Tim: iv.-17; 18." Twas delivered 
out. of the meuth of the lion, and therefore L truft, the Lord fall 


deliver mee, Andy perhaps, Rea: here theught of the fory 
of Samfon, and encouraged hil if with it 5) for his. flaying of 


alion was a ‘happy prefage of his many illuftrions vig res O- 
ver the Philiftines in fingle combat. page Fe tg pees 


ya fae ee 
be a re 


with the utmoft care and diligence - 


- Thus David, took off Saul’s objection againft his‘underta- , 


king, and gained a commiffion. to fight the. Philiftines ‘with 
Which Saul gave hima hearty good. with 5 ince he would:pot 
venture himfelf, he prayed for him that “would, Ge, edie 
Lord be swith thee: A good word, if it were, not.fpoken cul 
tomurily and ‘in'a formality, as too often it ise. nad 1.7 


4. Bat David has fomewhat to do. likewifé to get clear of 


‘the atmour'Wherewith Saul. would, by ,all means, -have him 


dreffed up, when he went upon this great, .action,, ver.238, 
He armed David with his hee $i not that. which. Fae : 
himfelf, the difproportion of his {tatu © would not admit: than, 


= 


but fome that he Rept in his. armoury; tittle thinkingthat:he 


om Whom: he now put his helmet and. coat, of «mail, . mult 
fhottly inherit jhis crown and rebe. . David. being mor yet re- 


4 


sa 


et 


oe 


folved which way to attack his enemy, girded on bis fword, 
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not knowing, as yet, but he fhould have oecafion to make ufe 
of it; but he found the armour: would but encumber him, and 
would be rather his burden. than: his:defence ; and therefore 
he defires leave of Saul to’ put them off again; F cannot ¢o 
evith thefe, for I have not provedthemy i. e. 1 have never been 
accuftomed to fuch.aceoutrements as-thefe.” We may fuppofe 
Saul’s armour was bath very fine and very firm's but ‘what good 
would it do David if it -were not-fit, or ifhe knew not how 
to manage himfelf in,it? ‘Lhofe that aim at things above their 
education and ufage, and: covet: the-attire and armour of priné 
ces, forget that that is beft:for us; which we are fit for and alee 
cullomed: to; if we'had’ our dere, we thould with to be in 
our own, Coat.again, and fay, We cannot go with thefe, and 
therefore better go withoutitheme! 2‘ sa 
40 And’hé took’ his’ ftaffin, his hand, and 
chofe him ‘fiye fmooth jtones out.of the breok; 
and put them in.a\fhepherd’s-bag whieh he 
had, even ina feripvand: «his “flin & war in his 
hand, and he drew near to the Philiftine. 4 
And the Philiftine came on'and drew near un- 
to’ David, and the man that bare the thield 
spent hefore, him, »-.42i:And when:the Philistine 
' looked: about and faw David) he difdained him: 
for “he was but’a “youth, ‘and ruddy, and of a 
fair’countenance. 43 And the Philiftine faid 
unto David, dma dog, that thou comeft to 
me with ftaves?° and> thesPhiliftine ‘eurfed Da: 
vid: by his gods. 4° And'the’ Philiftine faid to 
David, Come to me, aid | Will give thy felh 


unto the ‘fowls of the air, and. to the beatts of 


the field. 45 ‘Then faid. David-to the ‘Phili- 
tine, 'Phou. comeft: tome with 4 fword, and 


witha fpear, and with’ fhield; but I come to | 


thee in the name of the Lorn of hofts, the God 
of the armies of Ifrael, whom thou hatt defied: 
46, This day. awill’,the: Lorin: deliver:theé into 
mine handy sand T° will ‘finite: thee, and ‘take 


be 


thine head Som, thee, and I will give the car, 


cafes of the 
the. fowls of the air, and ito the wild -beafts’of 


/ the earthy that all the ‘earth miay know’ that 


» there ‘is -a\\God=imr Ifruel.. 47 And all this af- 

fembly shall know that. the Lorn. faveth not 
with {word and {pear;.for. the battle 7s the 
Loro’s, and..he will give you into our ‘hands, 
We are’ now coming near this famous combat, and have in 
Eee Preparations and remonitrances, made on both 
hes oin, SEy gh lar 9 ie eg 


1. The préparation made on’ both fides for the encounter... 


_ The Philiftine was already fixed, ds he had been daily for for- 

ty days laft paft. Well’migkt he go. with his armour, for he 
had fufficiently proved it. Only we are told, ver. 41, that he 

_ came on and drew’ near; 2 fignal, it is likely, being given, that 
his challenge was accepted s and, as if he diftrufted his hel- 

met and coat of tail, a man went before him, carrying his 


—— Srield, far his own hands’ were full. with his fword and {pear, 


ver. 45. But what arms and ammunition is David furnifed 
with? ‘Traly none but what he brought with him.as.a fhep- 
herd ; no breaft-plate, or corflet, but his plain thepherd’s coat; 
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oft of the Philiftines this day. unto ~ 
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no fpcar, but his fla; no fwvord or bow, but his fling ; “no 
gen but his {erip; nor any arrows, but, in(fcad of thent, five 
mooth ftones picked up out af the brook, yer.‘40. - By this 
it appeared, that his confidence was purely tin the power of 
God, and not in-any fyfficiency of his own; and that pow at 
length he that put it into his heart to fight the Philittine, put it 
into his head with what weapons to do it. 

2. ‘The remonftrances'on both fides. Ia which ‘oh{Crve, 

if, How very proud Goliath was. (2. Wath what feorn 
he looked upon his adverfary,-ver, 42. He looked about ex. 
pecting to meet fome tall frong man ; but when-he faw what 


Gained him, thought it’below him to enter the lifs with him, 


and: fearing that the contemptiblenefs of ‘the champion he con- 


tended with woulddeffea the glory of ‘his igorys He took , 


notice of his perfon, that, he. was. but.’ youth, not come. torhis 
flrength 5" nay aiel of a fair countenance, fitter:to accompany 
the 'virgins’of Ifiael in’ their dances, (if mixed dancing wag 
then in ufe), thanito Jead’on-the mien of rael in’ their battles, 
H¢ took notice ofthis array with: gyéat indignation;, yer: 43: 
iim F4 dog, that.thou comef} to me. avith Raves? Dolbthou thank 
to beat me as eafily as thou doft thy, fhepherd’s, dog} 2.) 
With what confidence he prefumed upon his fuceefs., He 
surfed David by his pods, imprecating the! impotent_vengeance 
of his idols againft him, thinking thefe fire-balls' thrown ubdut 
him would fecure his fuceefs ; and therefore, in confidence of 
that, he darts’ his menaces, as if threatening words would kill, 
ver. 44. Come to me, and 1 will give thy fle[h to the fowls of 
the air; it will be.a tender and délicate feajt. for, them... oThus 
the fecurity and prefumption, of fools deftrpy themays, yds sue 
adly, How’ very pious David. was... His,fpeech {avqurs,no- 
thing of offentatton, but God is all in BLL IN ity Wee A’5 pg 7m! 
* (r) He derives his authority. from.God.,,. 1 come; ta) theey 


by warrant and. commiflion, from heaven; un the mame of tie 


Lord, who has called me tO, and animated: me for)this amdev. 


taking ; and who, by his univerfal providencey. dsitheiLeond of 


Bofts, of all‘hotts, and. thgrefore has power, to, de: what. he 
pleafeth ; and, by the fpecial grace of his,covenant,is the God 


of the armies of Ifrael; and. therefore has. engaged, and will -_ 


employ his power, for their proteétion,, and againtt thee,) who 
haft impioufly defied them, The name of God. David, relied 
on, as Goliath did on his Sword and /pear, . See; Pfalxx, 7! 
CXVill. 10,01. ' beets Ante Vea raisers 
” (2.) He depends for fuccefs upon God, ver. 46+. David 
{peaks with as much afforance as Goliath hath done, but upon 
better grounds: it is his faith that faith, This day qwill.the 
Lord deliver thee into my hand; and not only. thy, careafe, but 
the carcafes of the hoft of the Philiftines, hall: be. given tothe 
birds and bealts of prey. oe Larunesbas sa Fee 
(3-)\ He devotes the praife and. glory of all to God. He 
did not, like Goliath, feek his own honour, but the. honour 
of God ; not doubting, but, by the fuccefs of this. action, (1.) 
Alf the world fhould be made to know that there isa God, 
and that the God of T/rael is the one, only, living, and. true 
God, ‘and all other pretended deities are vanity and,a he. (a 
All Ifrael"(whom he calls not shis army, but this. affembly, or 


~ church, becaufe they were now religioufly attending the goings 


of their God and King, as they ufed to do it in the fanétuary) 
they fhal!l 2now that the Lord Javeth not with {word and Jpear, 
ver, 47. but can, when he pleafes, fave without. either, and 


me both, Pfal. xlvi. g. _ Dayid addreffeth himfelf .to..this 
C 


bat, father as a prieft that was going to offer a facrifice to _ 


the juftice of God, than as a foldier that was going to engage 

an enemy’ of his ‘country. ~ 7 13% Pie 
48 And it came to pafs when the Philiftine 
arofe, and came and drew nigh to meet David, 
that 


“ 


« 
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that David hafted, and ran toward the army to 
meet the Philiftine. 49 And David put his 
hand in his bag, and took thence a ftone, and 
flang it, and {mote the Philiftine in his fore- 
head, that the ftone funk into his forehead ; 
and he fell upon his face to the earth. 50 So 
David prevailed over the Philiftine with a fling 
and with a ftone, and {mote the Philiftine and 
_ flew him; but ¢bere was no {word in the hand 
of David. 51 Therefore David ram and ftood 
upon the Philiftine, and took his fword, and 
drew it out of the fheath thereof, and flew him, 
and cut off his head therewith. And when the 


Philiftines faw their champion was dead, they — 


fled. 52 And the men of Ifrael and of Judah» 
arofe, and fhouted, and purfued the Philiftines, 
until thou come to the vey and to the gates 
of Ekron: and the wounded of the Philiftines 
fell-down by the way to Shaaraim, even unto 
Gath, and unto Ekron. 53 And the children 
of Ifrael returned from chafing after the Phi- 
-liftines, and they fpoiled their tents. 54 And 
David took the head of the Philiftine, and 
btought it to Jerufalems but he put his armour 
in his tent. 45 | And when Saul faw David 
‘go forth againft the Philiftine, he faid unto Ab- 
ner the captain of the hoft, Abner, whofe fon 
_asthis youth? And Abner, faid, 4s thy foul 
liveth, O king, I.cannot tell. 56 And the king 
faid, Inquire thou whofe fon. the ftripling is. 
_§7 And as David returned from the flaughter 
of the Philiftine, Abner took him and brought 


him. before Saul, with the head of the Philifiine © 


in his hand. 58 And Saulefaid to him; Whofe 
fon art thou, thou young man ? And David an- 
fwered, Jam the fon of thy fervanit Jefle the 
Beth-lehemite. nor 


Here is, 1. The engagement between the two champions, 
ver. 48, ‘To this engagement, (1.) The Philiftine advanced 
‘with a great deal of {tate and gravity. If he muft encounter 

“a pigmy, yet it fhall be with the magnificence of a giant, and 
a grandee. This is intimated in the manner of expreflion. He 
arofe, and came and drew nigh, like a {talking mountain, over- 
laid with brafs and iron, to meet David. (2.) David advan- 
ced with no Jefs activity and chearfulnefs, as one that aimed 
more to do execution than to. make a figure. He hafled, and 
ran, being light clad, to meet the Phili//ine. We may imagine 
‘with what tendernefs and compaflion the Ifraelites faw fuch a 
pretty youth as this throwing himfelf into the mouth of deftruc. 


tion; but he knew whom he had believed, and for whom he 


acted. 


2. The fall of Goliath in this engagement, He was in no | 


hafte, becaufe in no fear, but confiderit that he fhould foon, 
at one ftroke, cleave his adverfary’s head. But’ while he was 
' (preparing to do it folemnly, David did his bufinefs effeétually, 
‘without any parade: he flang a {tone which hit him in the 
forehead, and, in the twinkling of an eye, fetched him to the 
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ground, ver. 49. He knew there were famous flingers in If G 


ees ot eh wr 
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rael, Judg. xx. 16. yet was either fo forgetful or prefumptu- 
aus, as-to go with the beaver of his helmet open’; and thither, 


God’s Providence, direéted the ftone, and brotght it: with 
fach force, that it fuak into his head, notwithftanding the im- 
pudence. with which his forehead” was brazened. See» how 


fortified, and how quickly, how eafily; and with how fimall a 
matter, the paflage may be opened for life:to go out, and ‘death. 
toventer. Goliath himfelf bas not power over the /pirit to re- 
tain the fpirit, Eccl. viii. 8. . Let-notithe ftrong man’ glory in 
his {trength. nor the armed man in hisarmour. See how God 
refifls the proud, and pours contempt upon’ thofe that bid de- 
fiance to him and his people. None ever hardened <his. heart 
again{t God and profpered. One of the Rabbins thinks, that 
when Goliath faid to David, Come, and fi will give thy fle/b 


and made a /hew of them open/y, Col. ii. 


him, are more than conquerors. oH 


_ the tabernacle, as confecrated to God, and a memorial of the 


Mids?" Phcush He baal 


{tranger to him, but brought him to Sa 
he'gave a modeft account of himfelf, ver. 
was introduced to the court on much greater advantage ; 
before 5 in-which he owned ‘God's hand performing all 
for him. : 7 Ae nS SOUT BEE 3s DS VISIO PE thd mi 
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umph 3 nowin this chapter we ‘be . The improves 
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3 Sant attendant, yer, '(2.) ‘Jonathan's co v 
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one 
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to the only part left expofed, not fo much David’s-art, as_ 


frail and uncertain life is, even then when it thinks itfelf beft 


an 
hings 
In the chefe of the foregoing chapter we left David in iri. 

ment of his’ triumphs. “He foon retiils | Saul's cone 
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ven. Ty 3s 4--(3-) The daring of his country's Ver. 5 a. 


_and gave it to David, and his garments, even to: 
his'fword, and to his bow; and ‘to “his ° girdle, — 


’ 


46. Il. The allays of his. triumphs. This ts the vanity 
that accompanies even-a right work, that for it a man’ is 
envied, Eccl. iv..4. So: David: was by-Saul. (1.) He 
hated bim, and fought to killsbim bimfelfy. ver. 8,11. 
» (2). He. feared bimy and contrived how he might have 
Some mifchief done him, vets 125-17. Propofed to mar- 
ry bis danghter to him; buty [1.] Balked him of the eld. 
of, to provoke him, wer: 10. and, [28}°Gave him the 

“ jounger, upon conditions which would endanger’ bis life, 
Ver. 20,25. But David performed his condiions brave- 
ty, ver. 26,27. and grew to be more'and more efeemed, 
ver, 28,— 30; 

at thecrown of life muf? expe@) he had a great deal of 

aificulty and eppyfition to grapple with. 


“® ND it came'to pafs, when-he had made an 

f\ end of fpeaking unto Saul, that the foul of 
Jonathan was knit with the foul of David, and 
Jonathan loyed, him as his own foul... 2 And 
Saul took him that: day, and ‘would let him Zo 
no more home to his father’s houfe. 3 Then 
pelea David made a covenant, becaufe 
he loved him as hisown foul. 4 And Jonathan 
{tript himfelf of the robe that was, upon him, 


Tent him, and, behaved him(elf.wifely :. and Saul 
fet,him over the men of war, and he was accept: 
ed inthe fight ‘of all: the people; and” alfo ini 


the fight of Saul’s fervants. 
, David was anointed to the crown, to take it out of Saul’s 
hand, ‘and over Jonathan’s head ; and yet ‘here we find, 

"1. That Saul, who was now in poffeffion of the crown, re- 
pofed a confidence in' him, God fo ordering it, that he might, 
by his preferment at coutt, be prepared. for' future fervice. Saul 
now took him home with him, ‘and would not fuffer him to 
return again to his retirement, ver. 7. ° And David “having 
fignalized himfelf above the men of war, in taking up the chal- 
lenge which they declined, Saul fet him over the men’ of war, 
ver. 5.3 not that he made him’ general, Abner was in that 
poft, but, perhaps captain of the life-guard; or, though he was 
youngeft, he ordered him to have’a precedency, in recompenfe 
of his great fervices. He employed him in the affairs of 90- 
vetnment; and David went’ out whitherfoever Saul fent bim, 
fhewing himfelf as obfequious, as he was bold and courageous, 
Thofe that hope to rule, ‘mutt firft learn to obey. He had 

pptoved himfelf a dutiful fon to Jeffe his father, and now a 
dutiful fervant to Saul his mafter, Thofg that are good. in 
One relation, it is to. be hoped, will be fo in another. . 
wisi "hat Jonathan, who was heir to the crown, entered, in- 


roth) aa LHP rs tees ’ ‘J PF Pepe sj “ 3 
to covenant with him, God fo ordering it, that, David’s. way 
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-might be the clearer, when his rival: was his friend. 


“ff, Jonathan conceived an extraordinary kindnefs and affec- 


tion for, him, ver. 1... When he had made an end of {peaking to 
Saul, he. perfectly fell in, love with him. . Whether it refers 
‘to his conference, with’ Saul before the battle, chap. xvii. 34, 


4 


- 37. of to that ‘after, ver. 58. in which, it 13 probable, much 


miore was {aid than is there fet down, is uncertain, . Put, in 
both, David expreffeth himfelf with fo much prudence, mode- 
dty, and piety, fuch a felicity of expreffion, with fo much bold- 


TAVoL. I, ae 


os sw Mw pe 


Stu David is rifing, but (as all-that aim : 


pall, And David, went out whitherfoever Saul | 


_ know how to abound; than how to be abafed, 
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néfs,and yet fo much fweetnefs, and all this fo netural and 
unaffected, and the more furprifing, .becaufe of the difadvan- 
tages of his education and appearance, that the foul of Fona- 
than was immediately knit unto the foul of David. * Jonathan 
had formerly fet upon a Philiftine army with the fame faith 


‘and bravery that David had now attacked. a Philiftine giant ; 


fo that there was between them avery near refemblance.of af- 
fections, difpofitions, and counfels, which made their {pirits u- 
nite fo eafily, fo quickly, fo clofely, that they fCemed but as 
one foul in two bodies. None had fo much reafon to difafea 
David 4s Jonathan had, becaufe he was to put him’ by: the 
crown; yet none affeéts him more. - Thofe that are goyerned 
in their love by principles. of wifdom and grace, will not fuffer 
their affeétions to be alienated by any fecular regards or confi- 
derations : the greater thoughts will {wallow up and over-role 


» the leffér. 


2dly, He teftified his love to David by a generous prefent he 
made him, ver. 4. He was concerned to fee. fo. great afoul, 
though lodged in fo fait-a body, yet difguifed in the mean and 
defpicable drefs of a poor fhepherd, and therefore takes Care to’ 
put him prefently into the habit of a courtier, for he gave him 
a robe ; and of a foldier, for he gave him, inftead of his ftaff 
and fling, a {word and! bow; and,’‘inftead of his thepherd’s 
{crip, a girdle, either a -belt, or a fath and, which made. the 
prefent much more obliging, they were the fame that he him- 
felffhad worn, and (as a_prefage-of what would follow) he 
{tripped himfelf of them to drefs David in them. Saul’s 
would not fit him, but Jonathan’s did ; their bodies were of a 
fize, an indication of the fuitablenefs of their minds; When 
Saul put thefe marks of honour on David; he put them off a- 
gain, becaufe he would firft earn them, and then wear them: 
but now he had given proofs of the {pirit of a prince and fol- 


diet he'was not afhamed to wear the habits of a prince and foldier. 


David is feen in Jonathan’s clothes, that all may take notice he 
is Jonathan’s fecond felf.. Our Lord Jefus has thus fhewed his 
love to us, that he {tripped himfelf toclothe us, emptied himfelfto 


enrich us nay, he did more than Jonathan, he clothed himfelf, - 


with our rags, whereas Jonathan did not put on David’s. 
—-3dly, He endeavoured the perpetuating of this friendfhip ¢ 
fo entirely fatisfied’ were they in each other, even at the firft ins 
terview, that they made a covenant with each other, ver. 3. Their 
mutual affe@tion was fincere ; arid he that bears an honeft mind,» 
ftartles not at affurances.. True Jove defires to be conftant. 
Thofe who love Chrift as theit own fouls, will be willing to 
join themfelves to him in an everlafting coyenant. 
3. That both court and country agreed to blefs him’: it is 
butfeldom that they agree in their favourites ; yet David was 


| attepted in the fight of all the people, and alfo (which was 
, ftrange) in the fight of Sauls fervants, ver. 5. "The former 


cordially loved him, the fatter could not for fhame but carefS 
and compliment ‘him. And it was certainly a great inftance 
of the power of God’s grace in David, that he was able to bear 


) all this refpeét and honour fowing in upon him of a fudden, 
‘without being ‘lifted up above ‘meafure. 


‘T hofe that climb fo 
faft, have heed of good heads and good hearts $ it is harder to 


6 And it came‘to pafs, as they came, when 
David was returned from the flaughter of the 
Philiftine, that the women came out of all the 
cities of Ifrael, finging. and dancing, to meet: 
king Saul, with tabrets; with joy, and with in- 
ftruments’ of ‘niufic. “7 And the women an- 
{wered ‘one another as they played, and. faid, 
Saul hath flain his thoufands, and David his 
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ten thonfands. 8 And Saul was very wrotl, 
and the faying difpleafed him; and he faid, 
They have afcribed unto David ten thoufands, 
and to me they have afcribed but thoulands : 
and ¢ehat can he have more but the kingdom? 
9 And Saul eyed David from that day and for- 
ward, 10 @ And it came to pafs on the mor- 
row, that the evil fpirit from God came upon 
Saul, and he prophefied in the midit of the 
houfe: and David played with his. hand, as at 
other times: and there was a javelin in Saul’s 
band. rz And Saul caft the javelin; for he 
faid, I will, fmite David even to the wall with 
it: and David avoided out of his prefence 
twice. / 

Now begin David’s troubles; and they not only tread on 


the heels of his triumphs, but take rife from them: {uch is the 
vanity of that in this world which feems greateft. © 


1. He was too much magnified by the common people. Some* 


time after the victory, Saul went a triumphing progrefs through 
the cities of Ifracl that lay next him, to receive the congratu- 
lations of the country. And when he made his public entry 
uito any place, the women were moft forward to fhew him ‘re- 
fpet, as was ufual then in public triumphs, ver. 6. And they 
had got a fong, it feems, which they fung in their dances, 
(made by fome poet or other, that was a great admirer of Da- 
vid’s bravery, and was more jult than wife, in giving his at- 
chievements in the late action the preference before Saul’s) ; 

the burden of which was, Saul hath flain his thoufands, and 
David his ten thoufands. Such a difference as this Mofes 
made between the numbers of Ephraim and Manaffeh, Deut. 
XXX. 17. 

2. This mightily difpleafed Saul, and made him envy Da- 
vid, ver. 8,9. He ought to have confidered, that they refer- 
wed only to this late aion, and intended not to diminifh any 
of Saul’s former exploits ; and that in the action now celebra- 
ted, it was undeniably true, that David, in killing Goliath, did, 
in effect, flay all the Philiflines that were flain that day, and de- 
feated the whele army: fo that they did but give David his 
due. It may be, he that compofed the fong, only ufed a poe- 
tical liberty, and intended not any invidious comparifon between 
Saul and David ; or, if he did, it was below the great mind of 
a prince to take notice of fuch a refleGtion upon his perfonal 

honour, when it appeared that the glory of the public was fin- 
cerely intended. But Saul was very wroth, and prefently fu- 


fpeéted fome treafonable defign at the bottom of it: What can — 


he have more but the kingdom? ‘Yhis made him eye David as 
one he was jealous of, and fought advantages again{t, ver. 9. 
His countenance was not towards him as it had been. Proud 
men cannot endure to hear any praifed but themfelves, and 
think all the honour loft that goes by themfelves. It is a 
fign the Spirit of God is departed from men, if they be peevitl 
in their refentment of affrents, envious and fufpicious of all a- 
bout them, and ill-natured in their carriage; for the wifdom 
tromabove makes us quite otherwife. 

3. In his fury he aimed ‘to kill David, ver. 10, 14. Fealou- 


Syis the rage of a man; it made Saul outrageous again{t David, 


and impatient to get-him out of the way. 


1ft, His firs of frenzy returned upon him. The very next 


day, after he conceived malice againft David, the evil {pirtt. 


from God, that had formerly haunted him, feized him again, 


"Thofe that indulge themfelyes in. envy and uncharitablenefs,, 


- 
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_ clean fpirit, with feven other more wicked. 
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give place to the cevil, and prepare for the re-entry of the an- 
Where envy-is, 
there is confufion. Saul pretended-a religious ecltaly: He pro- 
phefied in the midf of the houfe 3 4. e.he had the geftures and 
motions of a prophet, and humoured the thing well enough, to 
decoy David into a {nare, and that he migit be fearlefs of any 
danger, and off his guard: and, perhaps, defigning, a he 
could but kill him, to impute it to a divine impulfe, and 
to charge it upon the {pirit of prophecy, with which he feem-— 
ed to be animated. But really it-was a hellith fury that acted 
him. 


2dly, David, though advanced to a much higher, pott of ho- 


nour, difdained not, for his mafter’s fervice, to return to his 


harp. He played with his hand, as at other times. Let not 
the higheft think any thing below them, whereby they may 
do good, and be ferviceable to thofe they are obliged to.’ 


vEK 


3dly, He took this opportunity to endeavour the death of ‘i 


David. A {word in a madman’s hand is a dangerous thing, e- 
{pecially fach a madman as Saul was, that was inal with ma- 
lice. Yet hevhad a javelin or dart in his hand, with which 
he projected, and endeavoured to flay David 5) not in a fadden 
paftion, but deliberately: J qwill fmite David to the wall ith 
it; with fuch a defperate force did he throw it. Juftly doth 
David complain of his enemies, that they bated him with a cru- 
e/ hatred, Pfal. xxv. ro: No life is thought too precions to 
be facrificed to malice. Ifa grateful fenfe of the great fervice 
David had done to the public, could not affuage Saul’s fury 5 


«yet one would think he fhould have allowed himfelf to confi- 


der the kindnefs he was now doing to himfelf, relieving him, 
fo as no one elfe could, again{ft the worft of troubles. Thofe 
are poflefled with a devil {pirit indeed, that render evil for 
good. Compare David, with his harp in his hand, aiming to 
ferve Saul, and Saul, with his javelin in his-hand, aiming to 
flay David ; and obferve the fweetnefs and ufefulnefs of God’s. 
perfecuted people, and the brutifhnefs end barbarity of their 
perfecutors. The blood-thirfly hate the upright, but the jupt feek 
his foul, Prov. xxix. 18. ? Rae cyte et 


4thly, David happily avoided the blow pices eps now, and. : 


_afterwards, chap. xix. 10. He did not throw the javelin at 


Saul again; withdrew; not fighting, but flying, for his own 


| prefervation. Though he had both ftrength and courage e- 
| nough, and colour of right, to make refiflance, and revenge the 
| injury ; yet he did no more but fecure himfelf, by getting out 


of the way of it. David, no doubt, had a watchful eye upom 
Saul’s hand, and the javelin in it, and did as bravely in run- 
ning from it, as he had lately in running upon Goliath, “Yet 
his fafety muft be alcribed to the watchful eye of God’s pro- 
vidence upon him, faving his fervant from the hurtful fyord 3. 
and, by this narrow efcape, it feemed he was defigned for fome- 
thing extraordinary. : ht pete cas 

12 And Saul was afraid of David, becaufe: 
the Loxp was with him, and was departed from. 
Saul. 13 Therefore Saul removed him from 
him, and made him his ¢: 
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1. See how Saul expreffed his malice againft David. 

iff, He was afraid of him, ver. 12. Perhaps he pretended 
to be afraid, that David would do him milchief, to force his 
way to the crown. Thofe that defign ilf to others, are com- 
monly willing to have it thought, that ill is defigned again{t 
them. But David’s withdrawing, ver. rx. was a plain evi-’ 
dence, that he was far from fuch a thought. However, he 
really {tood in awe of him, as Herod feared John, Mark vi, 
20. Saul was fenfible, that he had loft the favourable prefence 
of God himfelf, and that David had it; and for this reafon 
he feared him. Note, Thofe are truly great, and to be reve- 
renced, that have God with them. The more qwifely David 
behaved himfelf, the more Saul feared him, ver. 20. and again, 
ver. 29. Men think the way to’be feared is to huff, and hec- 
tor, and threaten ; which makes them feared by fools only, “ 
but defpifed by the wife and good: whereas the way to be 
both feared and loved, feared by thofe to whom we would 
wifh to be a terror, and loved by thofe to whom we would with 
to be a delight, is to dehave ourfelves wifely. Wifdom makes 
the face to fhine, and commands refpect. 

2d/y, He removed him from court, and gave him a regi- 
ment in the countryver. 13. He made him captain ower 4 
thoufand, that he might be from under his eye, becaufe he ha- 
ted the fight of him; and that he might not make an intereft 
with the courtiers. Yet herein he did impolitically 5 for it 
gave David an opportunity of ingratiating himfelf with the 
people,: who therefore /oved him, ver. 16. becaufe he cuent 
out and came in before them ; i. e. he prefided in the bulinefs 
of his country, civil as well as military, and gave univerfal {a- 
tisfaction. 

3dly, He ftirred him up to take all occafions of quarrelling 
with the Philiftines, and engaging them, ver. 17.3 infinuating , 
to him,-that hereby he would do good. fervice to his prince, 
Be thou valiant for me ; and good fervice to his God, Fight 
the Lord’s battles; and a kindnefs to himfe'f too; for hereby 
he would qualify himfelf for the honour he defigned him, ~ 
which was to marry his eldeft daughter to him. ‘his he had 
merited by killing Goliath ; for it was promifed by proclama- 
tion to him that fhould do that exploit, chap. xvii. 25.: but 
David was fo modeft as not, to demand it; and now, when 
Saul propofed it, it was with defign of mifchief to him, to 
make him venture upon hazardous attempts, faying in his heart, 
Let the hand of the Philiflines be upon him, hoping they would 
fome time or other be the death of him ; which yet how could 
he expeét, when he faw that God was with him? 

4thly, He did what he could to provoke him to difconteat 
and mutiny, by breaking his promife with him, and giving his 
daughter to another, when the time was come that fhe fhould 
have been given to him, ver. 19. This was as great an affront 
as he could poflibly put upon him, and touched bim, both in 
his honour, and in his love: he therefore thought David’s re- 
fentments of it would break out in fome indécency or other, 
in word or deed, which might give him an advantage again{t 
him, to take him off by courfe of law. ‘Thus evil men feck 
mifchief. 

sthly, When he was difappointed in.this, he proffered him. 
his other daughter, (who, it feems, had a fecret kindnefs for 
David, ver. 20.); but with this defign, that fhe may be. @ /nare 
‘to him, ver. 21. (1.) Perhaps he hoped that fhe would, even 
after her marriage to David, take part with her father again({t 
her hufband, and give him an opportunity of doing him a dif 
kindnefs. However, (2.) The conditions of the marriage he 
hoped would be his.deftruGion ; for (fo zealous will Saul feem 
againit the Philiftines) the conditions of the marriage muft be, 
that he kill @ hundred Philiftines ; and, as proofs that thofe he 
had flain were uncircumcifed, he mult bring in tReir forefkins 
Pp cut 


my elder daughter Merab, her I will give thee 
to wife: only Be thou valiant for me, and fight 
the Lorn’s battles: for Saul faid, Let not mine 
hand be upon him, but let the ‘hand of the 
Philiftines be. upon him. 18 And David faid 
unto Saul, Who am I? and what is my life, or 
my father’s family in Ifrael, that 1 fhould be 
fon-in-law to the king? 19 But it-came to pafs 
at the time when Merab Saul’s daughter fhould 
_ have been given to David, that {he was given 
unto Adriel the Meholathite to wife. 20 And 
Michal Saul’s.daughter loved David: and they 
told Saul, and the thing pleafed him. 21 And 
Saul faid, I will give hun her, that fhe may be 
a fnare to him, and that the hand of the Phili: 
fines may be againft him. Wherefore Saul 
faid to David, Thou halt this day be my fon- 
in-law in the one of the twain. 22 4 And 
Saul commanded his fervants, faying, Gom- 
mune with David fecretly, and fay, Behold, 
the king hath delight in thee, and all his. fer- 
vants love thee: now therefore be the king’s 
ion-in-law. 23 And Saul’s fervants fpake thofe 
words in the ears of David: and David faid, 
Seemeth it to you a light zbing to be a king’s 
fon-in-law, feeing that I ama poor man, and 
lightly efteemed? 24 And the fervants of Saul 
told him, faying, On this manner fpake David. 
25 And Saul faid, Thus fhall ye fay to David, 
Phe king defireth not any dowry; but an hun- 
dred foreikins of the Philiftines, to be avenged 
of the king’s enemies. But Saul thought to 
make David fall by the hand of the Philiftines. 
26.And when his fervants told David thefe 
words, it pleafed David well to be the king’s 
_ - fon-in-law : and the days were not expired. 27 
Wherefore David arofe and went, he and his 
men, and flew of the Philiftines two hundred — 
men; and David brought their forefkins, and 
te they gave them in full tale to the king, that he 
might be the king’s fon-in-law: and Saul gave 
him Michal his daughter to wife. , 28 | And 
Saul faw and knew that the Lorp was with’ 
David, and that Michal Saul’s daughter loved 
him, 29 And Saul was yet.the more afraid of 
David ; and Saul became David’s enemy con- 
_ tinually. 30Then the princes of the  Phili- 
_ ffines went, nae and it came to pafs after 
i} they went forth, piety ehh oye himfelf 
- more wifely than all the fervants of Saul, fo that 
_ kisname was much fet by, 
© Saul had now, in effect, proclaimed war with David: he 


began in hofti ity, when he thr w the javelin at him. Now 
we are here t d; how his enmity roceeded, and how David 
téceiyed the attacks of it. — ; 


\ 
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cut off. This would be a-ju% reproach upon, the Philiftines, 
who hated circumcifion, as it was.an ordinance. of God : and) 
perhaps, David doing this would the more exafperate them’ a+ 
gainft him, and:make them feek to be revenged on him; which 
was the thing Saul defired and defigned, much more than to 
be avenged on the Philiftines : For Saul-thought to make Da- 
vid fall by the. Philiftines, ver.25. Sceshere, [t.] What 
cheats bad men put upon themfelves. Saul’s confcience would 
not fuffer him, except. when’ the-evil {pirit was actually. upon 
him, to aim at David’s life himfelf; for even he could not but 
conceive an horror at the thought of murdering fuch an. inno- 
cent and ‘excellent-perfon : but he thought defignedly to -ex- 
pofe him to the Philiftines had nothing ill in it:, Let nof my 
hand.be upon him, but the hand: of the Philiflines ; whereas that 
malicious defign againft him was as truly murder, before God, 
as if he had flain him with his own hands, [2.] What cheats 
they put upon the world, Saul pretended a. mighty, kindnefs 
for David, even then when he aimed at his ruin, and was ac- 
tually plotting it:. Thou /halt be my fon-in-law, faith he, ver. 
21. notwith{tanding he hated, him implacably., Perhaps Da- 
vid refers to this when, Pfal. lv. 21, he {peaks of his enemy, 
as one whofe, words were: fmoother than butter, but war was 
in his heart... It.is probable, Saul’s employing his fervants to 
perfuade David. to enter into a treaty of a match with his daugh- 
ter Michal,.ver. 22. .arofe, from. an apprehenfion, that either 
his having cheated him about his elder, daughter, ver. 19. or 
the hardnefs of the terms he intended now to propofe, would 
make-him decline it. eV sa ss 

2. See how David carried himfelf, when the tide of Saul’s 
difpleafure run thus high againft him. 

tft, He behaved himfelf wifely in all his ways, ver. 14. He 
perceived Saul’s jealoufy of him; which.made him very cau- 
tious and -circumfped, in. everything he faid or did, and care- 
ful to give no offence ;. did not.complain of hard meafure, nor 


make himfelf the head _ of a party; but managed all the affairs , 
he was intrufted with, as one that made it his bufinefs to do - 


real fervice to his king and country, looking upon that to be 


'.the,end.of his preferment. And then the Lord was with 


him, to.give him fuccefs in all his undertakings. ‘Though he 
contracted Saul’s ill-will.by, it; yet he obtained God’s favour, 


Compare this with Pfal..ci, 2, where it is Dayid’s promife, J 


will behave myfelf, wifely; and, that. promife he here perform- 


ed: and itis his, prayer, O, when wilt thou come unto me ! and | 
that prayer, God. here anfwered, The Lord was with him. 


However blind fortune may feem to favour fools, God will own 
and blefs thofe that behave themfelves wi/ely. 

2dly, When it. was, propofed to him to be fon-in-law to the 
king, hejonce and,again received, the propofal with all pofhble 


modefty and humility. -When Saul propofed his elder daugh- 


ter to, him, ver...18,,he faid, Who am I, and what is my life? 
When. the courtiers propofed the younger, he took no notice 
of the affront Saul had given‘him, in difpofing of the elder 


. from him, but continued in. the fame mind, ver. 23. Seemeth it 


a light thing to you.to be a king’s fon-in-law, feeing that I ama 
poor man, and lightly efleemed ? He knew Michal loved him, 


and yet did;not offer to improve his intereft in her affections, 
for the gaining of her, without her father’s confent; but wait- 
ed till)it'was propofed to-him. And then fee, (1.) How high-. 
ly he {peaks of the honour offered him: To be fon-in-law to — 


the king. .'Though this king was. but an upftart, in his original 


as mean/as himfelf, in his management no better than he fhould | 
be; yet, being a crowned head, he fpeaks of him,and the royal | 
family with all. due, refpect., Note, Religion is fo far from 
teaching us, that it doth. not allow us to be rude and mifman- — 
mered. We mult render honour to eshom honour is due. (2.) 


How humbly he {peaks of himfelf; Who am J! This did not 
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proceed from a mean, abject, f{neaking fpirit ; when occafion 


| was, hemade it to appear, thatuhe hadvas thuch\a fenfeofho-. 
_ nour as moft men; ‘nor'was itifromhis jealoufy of Sauljthough, 
| he“had'yeafon enough to'fear afnukev under the sgreen prafs 5 


bat*from ‘his ‘true and deep humility : Whowam Ihiva poon man, 
and Tightly efleemed ! David had as:much reafon as any: man to 
value*himfelfi ‘Heiwas oftan ancient:andihonourable family of 
Judah, a’ comely perfon; agreat ftacefmran and foldiers, his at- 
chievements great ;' for’ he had won.Goljath’s theadjand Mi- 
chal’s heart} ‘he kriew-himfelf deftinediby the divine counfels 
to the throne of HMrael\ and oyet whowmd Cand wharves my 
life!’ Note, e'well becomes us, however*God:has advanced us, 
always to have low thoughts of \ourfelves: He that humbleth — 
himfelf, /hall be exalted, And if pa thus magnified the, ho- 
nour of being fon-in-law to the king; 10W highly thea fhould 
we think of it to’ be ‘fons (not? in /HWy ‘but in’ gofpel) to the 
King of kings? Behold what manner \of love the\ father bath 
b:flowed upon us! Who are swe; that Wwe thonid be, thus jdigni- 
fied ! ee fit d¥eiladberacdhick ice ieee 
3dly, When the flaying of an hundred Phiiftines was made 
the condition ‘of David’s:marrying Saul’s daughter he réadily — 
clofed with it: ver. 26. It pleafed Davitl well to be the king's 
Jon-in-law upon thofe terms: and before the time given him, 
for the action was expired, he doubled the demand, and flew. 
two hundred, ver. 27. He would not feem to fufpect, that. 
Saul defigned his hurt by it, (though he had reafon enough), 
but his honour rather ; and therefore chearfully undertook it, - 
as became a brave foldier, and a true lover, though we may. 
fuppofe it uneafy to Michal. ; David jhereby difcovered like- 
wife, (1.) A great confidence in the divine protection. He 
knew God was with him; and therefore, whatever Saul hop- 
ed, David did not fear falling by the Philiftines, though he 
mutt needs éxpofe himfelf much by fuch’ an undertaking as. 
(2.) A great:zeali for the good ‘of his country, fol ts 
the would not decline any dccafion of doing fervice to, though. 
with the hazard of his life. (3.) A right notion-of honour, ’ 
which confifts not fo much in being preferred, as in deferving 
to be fo. David was then pleafed with the thoughts of being’ — 
the king’s fon-in-law, when he found the horiour fet at this: 
high price ; being more folicitous how to merit it, than how: 


_ to obtain it ; nor could he wear it with fatisfa@iion till he: had: 


won it. 

4thly, Even after he was married, he continued‘ ‘his. good: 
fervices to Ifrael. When the princes of the Philiftines began. 
to move towards another war, David was. ready. to oppofe 
them, and dehaved him/elf more zoifely than all. the fervants of. 
Saul, ver. 30. The law difpenfed with men from going to 
war the firft year after they were married, Deut. xxiv. 5. but’ 
David loved’his country too wéll’to' make ‘ufe of that difpen- 
fation. Many that have fhewed. themfelves forward’ to ferve: 
the public, when they have been in ‘purfuit of preferment, have! 
declined it when they have gained their point; but David ac-: 


ted’from more generous principles. 97 te 
Laftly, Obferve how God brought good to David out of all: 
Saul’s projects again{t him.’ ’(1.) ‘Saul gave him his. daaghter- 
to be a fhare'to him ; but in this refpect that’ martiage was a. 
kindnefs to him, that ‘his‘being Saul’s fonsin-law made his fac-. 
céeding him much the lef invidious, e ecially when fo many. 
of his fons were flain with him,” chap. xxxi. 2. (2.) Saul- 
thought, by putting him’ upon dangerous fervices, to have him’ 
taken off; but that very. thing confitmed’his intereft: in the 


people ;. for the more he did againft the Philiftines, the better. 
ft they loved him,’ fo’ that his name was much Jet by, ver. 30. 
which would make his coming to the crown the more eafy., 


This God makes even the wrath of man to praife him, and 
feryes his -defigns of kindnefs-to his own people by it, 
is < i CAE 
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Immediately after David's marriage, which, one would have 


hoped, might have intitled him ta Saul’s good affed on, we} 


find bis troubles coming upon him fafterthan-evers and, | 


_ Sauls enmity. to. him. the’ caufe of all. His death was 
* wowed ; and four fair efcapes of bis from the hurtful, 
fword of Saul, we have an accouxt of in: this cbupter. 


“The firft by the prudent mediation of Fonathan, ver. 1,— | 


4.3 the fecond by bis own guickne/i, ver. 8,—10.; the 
third by Michal’ s fidelity, vet. 11,--17.3 the fourth by Sa- 
 muel’s protection, anda change: fur the prefent wrought 


upon Saul, ver. 18,24.) Thus God bas many ways. of 


preferving his people. Providence ws never al a tafs. 
_ & ND Saul fpake to Jonathan his fon, and to 
, all-his. fervants, that they. fhould kill Da- 
vid. 2 But Jonathan Saul’s fon delighted much 


i David:-and Jonathan-told David, faying, 


Saul my father feeketh to kill thee : now there- 
fore, 1 pray thee, take. heed to thyfelf until 
the morning, and abide in a fecret place, and 
hide thyfelf: 3 And I will go out and ftand 
befide_ my father in the field where thou art, 
and I will commune with my father of thee; 
and what I fee, that I will tell thee. 4,4 And 
Jonathan {pake: good. of David unto Saul his 


father, and faid unto him, Let not the king fin. 


-againft his fervant, againft David: becaufe he 
hath not finned againft thee, and becaufe his 
works have, been to thee-ward very. good. 5 
For he did put his life in his hand, and flew 
the Pailiftine, and the Lorn wrought a great 
falyation for all Ifrael: thou faweft iz, and 
did{t rejoice :. wherefore then. wilt thou fin a- 
gainft innocent blood, to flay David without a 
ceaufe? 6 And Saul hearkened unto the -voice 
~ of Jonathan: and Saul fware, ds the Lorp li- 
_ veth, he fhall not be flain.., 7.And Jonathan 
ealled David, and ,Jonathan. thewed: him all 
thofe things: and Jonathan brought: David 
to Saul, and he was in his prefence, as-in times 
pat. ah . . r 

Saulvand Jonathan.appear here: in their different characters, 

with reference to David.) )..; huls ond ggel case ap 
a. Never: was enemy fo. -upreafonably cruel sas, Saul.:, He 
fpake to his fon, and all his fervants; that they Jhoul1 kill Da- 
vid, ver. 1.. His.projects to take him off had failed, and there- 
fore he proclaims him an outlaw, and» charges: all:about him, 
upon their allegiance; to: take the firft opportunity to kill Da- 
vid.  Itis ftrange hes was not afhamed thus.to-avow: his:ma- 
lice, when’ he could’ give no. reafori for.it.; and :that, knowing 
that all his. fervants loved shim; (forsdo she shad: faid himfelf, 
chap. xviii. 22.) he was-not* afraid-ofsprovoking ;themto rebel 
by this bloody order, . Either malice was not then fo politic, 
~ or juttice was ‘not fo corrupted, as it hasbeen finces or elfe 
Sank would have: had him.indiéted, and have fuborned witnefles 
to fwear treafon’againft him, and. fo have.had him taken off, as 
- Naboth was, by colour of law. .. Biitithere is Jeaft danger from 
' this undifguifed malice. It was ftrange, he who knew:how 
‘well Jonathan Joyed him, fhould-expect him to kill him; but 


¥ 
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‘prudent, was prevalent. 


on 


-, he thonght, becaufe he was heir to the crown, he mut needs 


be as envious at David as hinfelf was. And Providence or- 
dered. it thus, that he might befriend David’s fafety. 

2. Never was friend fo furprifingly kind as Jonathan. 4 
friend at need, is a friend indeed, Sach a one Jonathan was to 
Davyid.. He not only continued to delight much in him, though 
David’s glory eclipfed his, but bravely appeared for him, now 
the ftream ran fo {trong againft him 

if, He took care for his prefent fecurity, by letting him’ 
know his danger: ver. 2. ‘Take hecid to thyfelf, and keep out 
of harm’s way. Jonathan. knew not but fone of the fervants: 


_ might be either fo obfequious to Saul, or fo envious at. David,.. 


as to put the orders in execution which Saul had given, if 


~ they could light on David: - 


2dly, He took pains to pacify his father, and reconcile’ him» 
to David, The next morning he ventured to commune with 
him-concerning David, ver, 3.: not that night, either becaufe he. 
obferyed Saul to.be,drunk, ‘and not fit to be {poken to; or becaufe 
he hoped, when he had flépt upon ‘it, he’ would himfelf revoke 
the order; or becaufe he could not have opportunity of fpeak-- 
ing te him till morning. His interceflion for David was, (1.) 
Very prudent... It was, managed with a: great deal of the meek- 
nefs of wifdom: and he fhewed. himfelf faithful to his friend,. 
by. {peaking good of him, though-he was in danger of incurring 
his: father’s difpleafure by it. A rare inftance of valuable- 
friendfhip!He pleads, [1.] The good fervices David had. 
done to the public, and particularly to Saul: His.avork has been 
to thee-evard very good, ver. 4. Witnefs the relief he had*gi+ 
ven him again{t his diftemper-with his, harp ;.and-his bold en- 
counter-with Goliath, that memorable action, which did, in- 
effeat, fave Saul’s life and kingdom. He appeals to himfelf 
concerning that, Thou thy/elf fawe/? it, and didft rejoice. In: 
that, and other inftances,.it-appeared, that David was a favour-, 
iteof Heaven, and a:friend,to Ifrael, as-well as a.good fervant: 
to Saul; for by him the Lord wrought a-great falvation ‘for all 


) Dfrael :, fo that to order him to be flain, was not only bafe in- 
gratitude to fo good.a fervant, bnt.a great affront to God, and 


a great injury to the public, [2.] He pleads his innocency~ 
Though he had formerly done many good offices, yet if he had, 
now been. chargeable with any ill crimes,.it had been another; 
matter ; but he has not finned againft thee, ver. 4. his blood ‘is. 


- innocent, ver. 5.3 and if he be flain, it is without caufe.”.And - 


Jonathan had therefore reafon to proteft againft it, becaufe he 
could.not entail any thing upon his family more pernicious than.- 
the guilt of innocent blood. (2.) His interceflion. being thus . 
God inclined the heart of Saul to. 
hearken to the voice of Jonathan. Note, We muft be willing . 


“to, hearsteafon, and to take all reproof and good advice evem 


from our.inferiors; parents from. their own children, How 
forcible are. right. words ‘Saul was at the prefent, fo far con-- 
~ vineed. of the unreafonablenefs. of his enmity. to David, that, 


[1s] He recalleth the. bloody warrant for his execution: ver, 


6.. As the Lord liveth, he /hall not be flain. Whether Sauk - 
fwore here with due folemnity-or’ no, doth not. appear; per- 
haps he did, and. the matter was of that moment as to deferve it, 
_and of that ,uncertainty.as to need it :.but at other times Saul 


{wore rathly.and profanely, which made the validity of this oath 


jultly.queftionable «for thofe that. can fo far jeft with an oath, . 
as. .to.make a by-word of it, and proftitute it to a trifle, it-may. 
_be feared have not fuch-a due fenfe of the obligation of it, but 
that, to.ferve a turn,. they will proftitute it-toa lie. Some 
fufpect, that Saul-faid and fwore this. with a malicious defign ° 
to-bring David. within his reach.again ; and that, ‘at the fame 
time, he intended to take the firft opportunity to flay him. But, 
-as-bad as Saul was, we can f{carce think: fo ill of him; and 
therefore fuppofe that he’ fpoke as he thought for the’ prefent 5 > 
. - . s Vue 
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but the convictions foon wore off, andi his corruptions prevailed 
and trumphed oyer them. ; [2.] He renewed theigrant of his 
place at court. “Jonathan, brought him_ to Sauls and he was 
1 his iprefirite as in Vimes pajt, ver. 7. hoping that now the ftorm 
Was over, and that his friend Jonathan would be inftrumental 
to keep his father always inthis pood mind. 

8 And there was war again: and David went 
out and fought-with’ the’ Philiftines, and flew 
them with a great’ flaughter; "and they fled 
from him. 9 And the evil {pifitfrom the Loxp 
Was upon Saul, as he fat in his houfe with’ his 
Javelin in his hand: and David ‘played , wit 
4ishand. 16 And Saul fowsht to fmite David 
even to the wall with the javelin; but ‘he flipt 
away out of Saul’s prefence, ‘and hé f{inoté the 
javelin into the wall’: 
{caped that night. . 

Here, 1. David continues his good fetvices to his king and 
countty. ‘Though Saul had required’ tim evil for good, and 
even his ufefulnefs was the very thing for which), Saul envied 


him ; yet he did not therefore retire in fallennefs, and decline $ 


public fervice. Thofe that are ill paid for, doing good, “yet 
mutt not be weary of well-doing, remembering what a bounti- 
ful benefa@or our heavenly Father is, €veir to the froward and 
anthankful. fe age 


Notwithfanding the many affronts Saul had’ given to David, 


yet we find him, (1.) As bold as ever in ufing his {word for 
the fervice of his country, ver. 8" The war broke out again 
with the Philiftines, which gave David again occafion t6 fig- 
nalize himfelf: it was with a, great dealof, bravery that he 
eharged them, and came off vi€torious, flew, many, 
~ the reft to flight.” (2.) As chearful as ever ia uling his; harp 
for the fervice of his prince. When Saul was’ difturbed. with 
his former fits of melancholy, David played with his hand, 
ver. Q. He might’have pleaded, that that was a piece of fer- 
vice now below him 3 but an bumble good man will think no- 
thing below him by which he may do good. »He might’ have 
objected the danger he was in the Ja{t time he did this office. 
for Saul, chap. xviii. 10. But, he had learned to render good 
for évil, and to truft God with his fafery in the. way, of bis 
duty. See how Dayid was affected when his enemy avas 
fick, Pfal. xxxv. 1 3, 14. which perhaps refers. to Saul’s -fick- 


nets, 
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and David ‘fled, and ‘e- 


and. put; 


2. Saul continues his malice egaini{t David. ...He that but. 
the other day had fworn by his Maker, that: he fhowkd not ba\- 
jain, now endeavours to flay him himfelf. So implacable, fo . 


Ltt 24 22 2 Cee 
See 


inf ; d ’ : % 
10. °So ftrong was the devil id him, fo ftrong his own rage 
and‘paffion. Perhaps he thought, if he “had killed him now, 


| he had been excufable ‘both before God and man, as being non 

compos meniis, and that it would have been imputed tovhis: dif” 

But'God cannot bedeceived by pretences, whate- - 
REA SEAT Tee 


traction. 
ver men May be.' big CT ie eae 
3: God continues his care of David, and ftill watcheth o- 


| ver hint for good. Saul miffed his blow ; David was too quick 


for him, and fled, and, by a kind providence, efca ed that night. 
To thefe prefervations, among others, ‘David o t refers in his 
pfalms, when he {péaks of God s being ‘his fhield and ‘buckler, 
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his rock and fortrefs, and delivering his foul from death. 


rr Saul alfo fent meflengers unto’ David’s 


_houfe to watch him, and to flay him in the 
“morning: and Michal David’s wife told”him, 


faying, If thou favé not thy life to-night, to- 
morrow thou fhalt be flam.o 12 € So Michal. 
let David down through a° window: and’ he 
went and fled, and éfcaped: 13 And Michal 


took an image, and laid 7t in the bed, and put 
a pillow of goats.bair for his bolfter, and cover- 


ed zt. witha cloth. 14:And when Saul ‘fent 
mefiengers to take David the faid, He is fick. 


15 And Saul fent the meflengers again to fee 


David, faying, Bring him up to me in the bed, 
that I may flay-him.  16..And when the mef- 
fengers were:come:in; ‘behold; there qwas an i- 


mage in the bed; with a pillow of goats bair for 
his ‘bolfter. 17 And Saul faid unto, Michal, 
Why haft. thou.deceived me fo, and fent away _ 


mine enemyyothat. he is efcaped?.(And Michal. 
anfwered Saul, He faid unto me, Let me go; 
Sti Ts ] { - fi ts 7 ~ 
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why fhould’E kill thee?’ 
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Here is, 1. Saul’s: further:defign of! mifchiefi to! David: 


When hethad efcapedithe javelin, fuppofing he went: ftraighit to 
his own honfe, as indeed’ he did, he fent fome of his guards af © 


ter-him, to lay wait at the door of his:houfe, and-to-aflaffinate’ 


him in the morning as -foon 4s he ‘ftirfed: out, vers 112s Jofes 


phuscfith, thedefign was to feizel him; and to hurry him be=* 
fore.a court of juftice, that was ordered:to condemn him, and*- 


put himeto death as a traitor bug.we are ‘hereitold, it was a 


fhorter way they were to take withghimss! they:were ofdered to: 
Slay him. Wellimight David complain, that hiv-enemies. were” 
bloody men, as he did in'ithé pfalm which hepenned ‘atthis 


~~ 


bie 
Chap, XIX. 


£ 


incurable is the enmity of the feed of the ferpent againft, that \; 
of the woman ; fo deceitful and defperately wicked.is the heart. 
ef than without the grace of God, Jer, xtii.g. The frefh-ho-. 
nours David, had won in this laft war with the -Phili{lines,. in- 

ttead of extingnifhing Saul’s ill-will to hin, and confirming. his, - 
: reconciliation, revived his envy, and exafperated him ‘yet more... 
And when he indulged this wicked. paflion, no marvel, that, : 
the evil /pirit came upon him, vers 9-3 for when we det the fittes; 
go town upon our wrath, We giv: 


time, and: uponrtiiis oceation, Pfaloilixi when Saul*fent;. asd > 
they watched. the ‘houféto kill -him.o See ver.o2), Zand vers - 
9. hel complainss | that! ifaords auere in theirdips. 2. ‘David’s | 
wondertul'deliverance out: of this-danger: Michal was the ins 
{trument fit} whom Saul gavechim tobe a fpare tovhim 5 but 
fhe proved his\ protectéroundshelper. . Of isthe devil outthet_ 
in his owatbows: How: Michal came to know. the danger her : 
ufband awatuinysdoth notappear: perhaps fhe had notice fent 
her from court) vor-rathér wascherfelf aware | of ‘the foldiers a. 
| bout the houfe witem thepavere going to bed, ‘though they Kept 
fo {till andefilent, that they faid, Who doth hear ?-which David © 
kesinotice: of im that pfalm, verso, She, knowing her fa-~- 
he could not jit in his houfe without a javelin invhis:hands pres | er’s.great:indignation at’ David, foonfafpeaéd the defignjand = 
tending it for his prefervation, but defigning it for David’s des beftirred 'herfelf for\ her hufband’s fafery. = ge GAGS ALY. 
ftruction ; for he endeavoured to nail him to the.wall, running, | 17; She got David owtvof the danger: She'told him how 
at him fo violently, that he Prucé the javelin into the wail, ver. 1 imminent ‘the peril was: ver. 11. Towmorrow thon foalt-be 
3 , 1S Siig 


NP 


#e give place to the devil, Eph. iv. 
26, 27. We make room, for him, and invite him. ‘ Difcompo- 
fares of mind, though helped forward by the agency of Satan, 
commonly owe their original to, mens own fins and follies, 
Saul’s fear and jealovfy made him a torment to himfelf, fo that 
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Chap. XIX. 


Sain. That(as Jofephus paraphrafes it) if the fun faw him 
there Bext, morning, it would, neyer fee him more ;, and then 
put him. in.a way of efcape. David himfelf was better verfed 
in, the, arts of fighting than of flying ;, and,.had. it.been lawful, 
it would have been ealy, for him to haye cleared.his hoafe, by 


dint of fvord; from thofe that haunted it: but Michal let bin, 


down through a windiw, vers 2. all the doors, being guarded 
and fo he fled and, efeaped., And.pow, itawas,.. that either in 
his own clofet, betore he avent, er in the hiding-plage to which 
he fied, he. penned thatfifty-ninth, pfalm : .which thews, that in 
this fright and, hurry, his,mind was-compaled, and in this great 
danger, his faith, was trong, and fixed oa God:,aod whereas 
the plot »was.to flay him in the morning, he {peaks there with 
the greateft affurance, vers, 16. 9Ziwill fing aload of thy mercy 
$Me Marnie cen otc hing: enthods + SHE 
2dly, She put afham upon Saul, and»thofe whom he em- 
ployed to be the inftruments of his cruelty — “When the doors 
of the houfe/were’ opened in the moraing, and David did not 
appear; the meflerversiwould fearch the houfe for him ; and did’ 
{o..; But, Michal told them: he {was-fick; in: bed, ver! fgeand af 
they would not believe her, they might fee ; for, ver, 1.3. fhe 


had put a wooden image in the bed,. and wrapt it up clefe and 


warm, as if it had been David afleep, not in a condition to be 
fpoken to :-the goat’s hair about the image’ was to refemble 
> David’s hair; the better tompofe upon them. » Michal can by 
no means be juftified in telling a jlie, (and covering it-thus with 
a cheat ; God’s truth needed not her lie : but. fhe intended 
hereby to keep Saul in fufpenfe for a while, that David might 
have time'to fecuré himfelfy not doubting but thofe meffengers 
would purfue him, if they found he Was goné. The meflen- 
gets had fo much humanity, as not to offer-him any dilturbance, 
~ vathen they heard he was fick; for to.them that are in that mi- 
Aery, pity fhould be ‘thewn: but Saul, when he heard. it, gave 
pofitive orders that he fhould be brought to him, fick or well, 
ver. 15. Bring him to mein the bed, that I may flay ‘him. 
It was \:bafe and barbarous thus to triumph over! a fick.man3, 
and to vow the death of one that, for ought he knew, was dy- 
ing by the land of nature. So earneflly did he thirit after his 
blood, and fo greedy was his revenge, that he could not bz 
. pleafedto fee him dead, unlefs he himfelf were the deathof him; 
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though: a while.ago he had faid, Let not. mine hand be upon him.?| 


_ ‘Fhus when menjlay the reins in the neck of their paflions,:they 
"grow more and mere outrageous. When the mefiengers were 
fent)apain, the cheat was difcovered, ver. 165. But by this 


time, it was'to be hoped, David was. fafe; and therefore: 
Saal: 


_ Michal was not then much concerned at the difcovery. 
chid her for helping David away, ver. 17. Why haft thou de- 


ecived me fo? What a bafe fpirit was Saul of, to exped, that 


becaufe Michal was. his daughter, fhe muft therefore betray her 
own hufband. to,hiny ‘unjuftly?; Ought fhe not to forfakey and. 


forget: her father;, and\hersfather’s houfe, to cleave to her huf- 


band? Thofe that themfelves wiil be held by:no bonds of rea- 
fon or religion, are ready to. think, that others {hould. as eafily 
break thofe bonds. In anfwerto Saul’s chiding, Michalis 


not fo carefal of her hufband’s reputation,, asthe had been of | 


his perfon, when: fhe makes this her!.excule : He. /aid,. Let me. 
— g¢5 why fpould I kill thee ?..As her infinuating, that-fhe- would 
have, hindered his flight, was falfe ; it wasthe) that put-himap- 


on it, and furthered:sts. fo. it was an-unjults| noworthy:reflestion: » 
upon him, to: fuggeft, that he-threatened | to kill herp df thes» 


would not let him go, and might confirm: Saul in-his ragea-. if 
gainft him. . David was far from.being fo barbarous a. man, and» |. 


us fo imperious a hufband,, fo:brutifinshis refalvess-and fo haugh= 


‘in his menaces, as fhe here: reprefénted:shim.. But David) 
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jradow of his wings: 
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18.4 So David fled, and efcaped, and came. 
to Samuel ‘to’ Ramah, and told him all that 


‘Saul had done to him: and he and Samuel went 


and dwelt in Naioth. 19g And it was told Saul, 


faying, Behold, David is at Naioth fn Ramah. 


20 And Saul) jent. meffengers to take David - 
and when they faw the company of the pro- 
phets prophetying, and Samuel ftanding as ap- 
pomted over thein,, the {pirit of God was upon 
the meflengers. of Saul, and ‘they: alfo prophe- 


ified, 2x Andswhen it-was-teld Saul, he fent: 


other metiengers, and they-ptophefied likewife= 
and Saul fent neflengers-again ithe third time, 
and, they prophefied, alfo. 22:‘Then went ‘he 
alle to, Ramah;,and eame- to.a great well that 
7s in Sechur and he afked and daidy Whereare 
Samuel and David)? And one faid, Beholdpthey 
beat Najoth in. Ramah 23 And hetwent thiz 
ther to Naioth in Ramah: and the fpirit of 
God was upon hint allo, and he went on and 
prophefied, until he ¢ame to Naioth in Ramab: 


24, And: he fiript off his.cloaths alfo, and pro-- 


phefied before Samuel in like manner, and lay 
down naked all 'that*day, and “all that night. 
Wherefore’ they fay, Zs Saul alfa among the: 


prophets? 


Fleré is, \t/ David’s'place of ré Ege. Being got away in: 


ithe night from “his“éwn houfe. he fled; not to Bethlchtm to: 


+his relations,’ oF to any ‘of the cities of Ifrael that had carefled: 


re Pag on F2?. * ee is OO. Got aA OL ta 
jhim and cried! him'up, ‘to make ah. intereft in ‘them for his own: 
preferration 5 but he! ran {traight to Samuel, and told him all’ 


that Saul had done'to ‘hint, yer. 18. (1.) Becaufe, Samuel: 
was the man that had given hinr affiirance of the crown ; and. 


this’ faith im'that aflurance now befinning to fail, and. he being: 
ready tofay in his hatte, (or ‘tx dis’ Pichi, as fome read at, 
(Pfacoxtaliy.), alten are liars, (not only Saul that pro-: 


mifed. me. my ife, but Samuel: himfelf ‘that, /promifed me the: 
threné) 5 whither. fhould he go but’to Saraucl. for fuch encou- 


ragements,\ in this day of diftrefs, as would fupport. his faith 2’ 


In flying to Samuel, he made God his refuge, trifling in the: 


felffafe?: (21), Becaufé Samuel, as a-prophet,. was beft able. 
to advife him‘ what ‘to do in ‘this day of his diftrefs. In the 


ie he penned ‘the night. before, KE had lift up his prayer to: 


_ God’; and! now he takes the ifirft opportunity of Waiting upon. 
Samuel, fo receive direétion and inftructien from, God., If 


we expeét'anfwers of peace to “our prayers, we. mult have our 
ears ‘open'to’God’s word. (3. Becanfe with Samuel there: 
was-a college of prophets, with whom he might joinsin praifing. 
God; andthe 'pleafure 6f that would be the greateft relief ima- 
ginable to' bim-in his prefene ‘diftrefs, “He met with little reft 
or fatisfa@tion in Sauls Contes’ and therefore Weat to {eek it in: 
Samuel's élhirch ARG" doubtlets, what little pleafure: is to: 
be had“in- this world,” they Have it that live a life of commu-. 
pion with Gods: fo. that David retired ‘in ‘the time. of trouble,., 
Pfali xxviidlay 9) 6.0 Ste ' 

| 20 David's prote@ion’ in this place : He and Samue! went 
4nd ‘dwelt (or ltlged) in" Naioth; whete'tie {Chool of the pro- 


Z 


» phetsiwas; inRamah, asin a privileged’ place 5 for the Phi 
Uftines themfeltes' would not ditturb that “mideting, chap. Kal Qs: 
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Where elfe can a good man-think him.- 
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But Saul having notice of it by fome of his {pies, ver. 19. 
fent officers to feize David, ver. 20. and when thofe did not 
bring him, fent more ; and when thofe returned not, fent the 
third time, yer. 21. and when he heard not tidings of thofe, 
went himfelf, ver. 22. So impatient was he in his thirft af 
ter David’s blood, fo reftlefs to compafs his defign againft him, 
tho’ he faw it baffled by one providence after another, but could 
not perceive David pnder the fpecial proteétion of Heaven. - It 
was below the king to go himfelf on fuch an errand as this ; 
but perfecutors will ftoop to any thing, and ftick at nothing 
to gratify their malice. Saul lays afide all public bufinefs 
to hunt David. Now, how was David delivered when he was 
juft ready to fall (like his own lamb formerly) into the mouth 
of the lions? Not as he delivered his lamb, by flaying the 
lions, or, as Elijah was delivered, by confuming the meffen- 
gers with fire from heaven; but by turning the lions, for the 
prefent, into lambs. 

1, The meffengers, when they came into the congregation 


% 


where David was among the prophets, the /pirit of God came | 


_upon them, and they prophefied, i. e. they joined with the reft 
_ in praifing. God. Inftead of feizing David, they were them- 
felves feized. And thus, (1.) God fecured David: for ei- 
ther they were put into fuch an ecftafy by the fpirit of prophe- 
cy, that they could not think of any thing elfe at all, and fo 
forgot their errand, and never minded David; or they were 
_ by it,put, for the prefent, into fo good a frame, that they 
‘could not entertain the thought of doing fo ill a thing. (2.) 
He put an honour upon the fons of the prophets, and the com- 
munion of faints ; and fhewed how he can, when he pleafeth, 
{trike an awe upon the worft of men, by the tokens of his pre- 
fence in the aflemblies of the faithful ; and force them to. ac- 

_ knowledge, that God is with them of a truth, 1 Cor. xiv. 24, 
25. Sce alfo the benefit of religious focieties, and what good © 
impreffions may he made by them on minds. that feemed unapt 
to receive fuch impreflions. And where may the influences of 
the Spirtt be saree but in the congregations of the faints? 

_ (3.) He magnified his power over the fpirits of men. He 
that made the heart anc tongue, can manage both to ferve his 
own purpofes. Balaan.. prophefied the happinefs of Ifrael, 

-whom he would have curfed; and fome of the Jewifh writers 
think thefe meffengers prophefied of the advancement of David 
-to the throne of Irael. ' = : 
2dly, Saul himfelf was likewife feized with the fpirit of pro- 
phecy before he came.to the place. “One would have\thought 
fo ill a man as he, had been in no danger of being turned into 
a prophet; yet, when God will take this way of: prote¢ling 

. David, even Saul:is no fooner come (as Bilhop Hall expref- 
feth it) within {mell of the fmoke of Naioth, but he prophe- 
fieth, as his meflengers did, ver.:23. He ftript off his royal 

‘robe, and warlike habiliments, | becaufe they iwere ‘either 
too fine, or too heavy for this fervice, and: feil intoa trance, 
as it {hould feem,. or into a rapture, which continued ‘all that 
day and night. The faints at Damafcus were delivered from the 
rage of the New Teftament Saul, by a.change'wrought on his 
fpirit, but of another nature from this.’ This was only. ama- 
“zing, but that fandtifying ; this for a day, that for‘ ever. Note, | 

Many have great gifts, and yet no grace 3 prophefy in Chrift’s , 

name, and yet are difowned by him, Mat. wii. 22. Now the: 

-proverb-recurs, Js. Saul among the prophets ? See chap. ¥.°12. 

Then it was different from what it had been, but now contra- | 

ty. Heiis reje@ed of God, and aéted :by an evil {pirit,. and 4 
yet among the prophets, eee phe es om 
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David having Jeveral times narrowly cfeaped Sauls fury 
' begins to confider atilaf, wheter it wes not neceffary for | 
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him to retire into the counti'y', and to take uparms ia his 
own defence. But he will not do fo daring a thing, without 
confulting bis faithful friend Jonathan. How that was 
done, and what paffed between them, we have an account 
in this chapter, where we have as furprifing an inflance 
of fupernatural love, as we had in the chapter before of 
unnatural hatred. 1. David complains to Fanathan of his. 
prefent diftre/s, and engageth him to be. his friend, ver. 15 
—8. TI. Fonathan faithfully promifeth to get and give 
him intelizgence how bis father flood affedied to him, and 
renews the covenant of friend/hip with tim, ver. 9,—23. 
ILL. Jonathar, upon trial, finds, to bis grief, that his fa- 
ther was implacably enraged againft David, ver. 24,— 
34.. IV. He gives David notice of this, according to the 
appointment between them, ver. 35,—42.: ie _ 
ND David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and 
FX came and faid before Jonathan, What have 
I done? what is mine iniquity ? and: what: is 
my fin before thy father, that he feeketh my 
life? 2 And he faid unto him, God forbid; thou 
fhalt, not die: behold, my father will do no- 
thing either great or {mall, but that he will 
fhew it me: and why fhould my father hide 
this thing from me? it 7s not fo. 3 And Da- 
vid {ware moreover, and faid, Thy father cer- 
tainly knoweth that I have found. grace in thine 
eyes; and he faith, Let not Jonathan know 
this, left he be grieved: but truly, as the Lora 
liveth, and as thy foul liveth, there is but a 
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flep between me and death. 4 Then faid Joe 


nathan unto David, Whatfoever thy foul» de- 
fireth, I will even’ do zt’ for thee. ~ 5 And Da- 
‘vid faid unto Jonathan, Behold, to-morrow 7s 


the new-moon, and I fhould not fail to fit with ~ 
| the king‘at, meat ;,,but let me go, that Imay . 
| hide myfelf inthe field .unto >the third day at 


even.” 6 If thy father at all mifs me,’ then ‘fay, 


“David. earneftly ‘afked Jeave of ‘me, that “he 
might run to Beth-lehem his city : for shere is 
a yearly facrifice there for all the family. wif. 
he fay thus, /t 7s well; thy fervant fhall have 
peace + butif, he “be very wroth, zen be fire 
that evil is determined by him. 8 Therefore 
thou fhalt deal kindly, with, thy fervant? for 
thou haft brought thy fervant into a covenant 


of the Lorp with’ thee : notwithftanding, if - 


there bé in me i 


there bé in me iniquity, flay me thyfelf; for 
why fhouldft thou tring me.to thy father? 

Here," 1. David’ makes a remonftrance to Jonathan of his 
‘prefent troubles. — While ‘Saul lay bouid by” his trance at. 
‘Naioth, Dayid’ efcaped tothe court, and got to fpeak with 
Jonathan.’ “And it was happy for him that he had fuch a 
friend at court, when he had- fiich ‘anehemy on the throné.- 
“Tf there'be thofe that'hate and'defpilé ts, let us not be diftur. 
bed’at that, ‘for there’ are ‘thofé alfo that eve and refpéet us + 


well now in diftrefs, and bid him as 


v 


as 


Ba 


|’ God hath fet the one over againft'the other, and fo mult we. 
Jonathan was'a friend that loved at all times'y loved David as _ 
welcome into his arms, 
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Chap. XX. 


- as he had done when\he was in his triumph, chap. xviii. 1. 


“but if he refented it, 


a milchief, ver,.7. Hin 


ee 


ue ty 


and he was a brother that was born for adverfity, Prov. xtii. 
a7. “Now, (1.) David appeal to’ Jonathan: himfelf concern- 
ing" his innocency, and ‘he needed not fay much'to him for the 
proof of that ; only defires him, ifthe knew of any juft offence 


he had. given’ his father, he’would’ ‘tell him; that He might - 


humble *himfelfand beg his pardon. What have T done? Wer. fs 
(2.) He endeavours to cotivince him, that, notwithfanding his 
innocency, Saul fonght*his* life. Jonathan, from a principlé of 
filial refpect to his farher, was very loth to‘believe that’ he’ de- 
figned; or would 'éver'do fo ill a thing, ver. “2. He “the? ra- 
_ ther hoped “fo, \becaufe he knew nothing of any fuch defign he 
had; andvhe ufed'to make him privy to all his counfels.”” -Jo- 
nathan, “as became a‘dutiful fon, endeavoured to'cover his fa- 
ther’s fhame, as far as was -confiltent with juftice and fidelity 
to David. Charity is not forward to think evil of any, efpe- 
cially of a parent, 1 Cor. xii. 5. David therefore givés him 
the affurance’ of :an oath concerning “his own “danger ; {wears 


. the peace/upon’ Saul, that he Was in'/fear of ‘his life by him : 


As the Lord-liveth, than ‘which nothing more {ure in: itfelf; 
and as thy foul shveth,\ than. which nothing more certain to 
thee ; whatever thou thinkeft, there is but a frep between me 
And as for Saul’s concealing it from Jo- 


‘nathan, “it was eafy to account’ for that ;“he knew the friend- 


thip between thim: and David ; ' and therefore, though in other | 


things he advifed with him, yet»not in thats ‘None: more fit 
than Jonathan to ferye him in:every defign that was juft and 
honourable; but he knew him'to be a man of more virtue 
than to behis confident‘in fo bafe a defign ‘ds'the ‘niurder of 
Davids axvaisnacl> soc sod igh od 3 

2s Jonathan generoufly offers him. his-fervice¢! ver! 4. What- 
to neh (he-needed mot infert: the provifo, of lawful, 
an r 

Ra 


t, 


2 
d ho elt, fo e-knew Dayid 
afk any'thing that “was otherwife }, 
Aes and itifpall be done\for you ss and 
him, by. keeping-his commandments, ' Sb 
3. David only defires him_ to fatisfy himfelf, and , then to 


Satisfy’ him, whether Saul did really defign his death or.no.. ) 
Pethaps,* David’propofed ‘this more ‘for Jonathan’s convidtion: 


SDE 
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than his owas (forhe thimfelf was well fatisfied. {| ° 
1ft,, Fhe method of trial |he propofeth was very natural, and 


would certainly difcoyer how. Saul {tood affected to him. Thec 
: ‘ ? 4 >h “7 +s i ae 

two next days Saul 1 
: folemnities of the new-moon, ‘when extraordinary factifices were _ 
an offeked, and ‘feafts made upon the factifices. 
_ ted of God) -and the; fpirit ‘of ‘the Lord was 
him, and.yet he kept up his obfervance of the holy feafts. There: 


was to dine publicly, upon occafion of the. 


departed “from 


may be the femains of exter 1a] devotion, where there is no- 
thing but the’ ruins of real Virtue. At thet folemn feats, 


Saul had Githet all his children''to fit with him, and David had 
a feat as one ofithem ; of ‘all his great officers, and’ Dayid had 


a feat as one, of them. ., However-it was,’ David refolved' his” 


feat thould. be empty (and that it-never ufed to be atea facred 
feaft) thofe two days, ver. 5. and he would abfcond_ till the 
folemnity was over ;.'and put it upon this iffue ; if Saul admit. 
ted an excufe for his abfence, and difpenfed, with it, he would 
- conclude he had changed his mindy, and was,reconcilédto him; 


3 


‘tain he did not love him ( 
any other end, but. that he might, have opportunity to do him 
-_ 2dly, ‘The excufe he defires Jonathan. to. 
fence,, we, haye reafon to think. was true ; that he was invited, 
‘by his elder-brother, to Beth-lehem, his own city, to celebrate 
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too well to think he. would; 
‘TL will'eoen ‘do it for theew 
This'is true friendship! This Chritt”’teftifies ‘his! ove 'to us,’ 
we mutt | teftify. ours to! 


! 
 Sanl was rejec- 


ct 


/\ 


if he and was put-into. a paflion, by vith lit was’ ’ 
“eafy to conclude he defigned him a mifchief, fince jit was cer- © 
i fo well, as.to defire his prefence for: 
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make-for his abso‘) 


) giving“in their family 


_ into a’ covenant ‘of ‘thé’ Lord ‘with thee. 


to Jonathan, Who ‘fhall tell me? 
father anfwer thee roughly >, 11 {| And Jona-) 


“nathan caifed David 


395 


= o 


) this new-moon with, his Yelations thetes ‘Becaufe, befide the 


monthily {olemnity,” ih Which they held Communion with il 
Ifrael, they had: now a yearly’ facrificé, anda holy fea: tpon 
it, for all the famil}, vet-6. They Kept a day of a thankf 
for the comforts they, enjoyed, and of 
prayer for the’ continuance of them. By this tt appears, that 
the family David'-was ‘of was a very teligious family ;“a houfe 
that bad a church ‘init. Seat peers 

“3dly, The arguments he ufes“with Jonathan, to perfuade him 
to do"'this kindnef$'for‘him, ‘are “Very ptefling, ver. 8. (1.) 


That he Had entered into a leagué'of friendthip with him, and 


Thou haf brought thy fervant 
(2:) ‘That he would’ 
by noaneans utge'him to efpdaté his caufe if Re were not fure — 
that it was a righteous caufe: Af there be iniquity in. me, I am 


it Was Jonathan’s Own propéfal : 


‘ fo far from defiring or expecting, that the covenant between ug 
' fhould bind thee to be a confederate with me in” eee so 


and ‘wifh that thy han may 
No honeft “man will urge 


IG 


that Pfieely releafe’ theé'fromit, 
befirft ‘upon’ me :\ /lay' me thy elf. 
his friend to'do'd difhoneft thing for bis fale Re ae 
9 And Jonathan faid, Far be. it from thee: 
fonif I knew.certamly, that evil. were deter- 


mained by my father to-come upon thee, then 
_would»not I tellGtthee? “16 Then faid David 


h 


or what if thy , 


than faid.aunte David,..Come, iand let us go out 


into theofield.. And they went out both of them ° 
Jonathan faid unto Da-_ 


into:the-field. 12 And 
vid, O Lorp God of Ifrael, when I have found. 


0 


‘ed my father, about to-morrow any. time, or the. 
third, day, and.behold, if there be good. toward: - 
David, and'l-themfend ‘not unto thee; and fhew 


it thee’s'13 The Lorp ‘do fo, and much more 
to Jonathan: but'if it pleafe my father to do. 
thee evil, then,I will fhew it thee, and fend thee » 
away, that thou mayft goin peace: and the 
‘Lorp be with thee, as he hath “been ‘with my 
father. *'14‘And’thou’ fhalt not’ only while yet. 
I liye, thew me the kindnefs ofthe Lorn, that 
I die not: 15 But al/fo thou fhalt not cut off 
thy kindnefs from my houfe for ever: 
when the Lorp hath cut 6ff the enemies 


vid) évery 6ne'from the face of the earth. 16 So 


Jonathan, made.a covenant with. the -houfe of » - 


David, faying, Let the Lorp even./require it 
at the handvof) David’s ‘enemies, 


To-morrow: 
be miffed, becaufethy feat will’ be empty.’ 19_ 
And when’ thou haft' flayed three days, then 
thou fhalt go down quickly, and come to the 
place where thou didft hide thyfelf, when the 
bufinefs was in band, and fhalt. remain by the 
ftone Ezel. 20And I will {hoot three arrows 
on the fide thereof, as though T thot ata mark, 


Qq 21. And 


no not’ 
of Da. ' 
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d to’ {wear again, becaufe’ 
he loved him : for he loved. him as he loved hig. 
own, foul. 18 Then, Jonathan {aid - to David, \ 
2s the: mewxmoon:and>thow thalt 


\ 


2060 


- 


— better nor worfe than it was. 


be withdrawn. 


“with David, upon his pofterity, ver. 14,16. He engageth 


houfe of David mutt likewife be bound to the houfe of Jona- 


' that he would let him know how, upon trial, he found his fa- 


“confirmation of this promife. he appeals to God, (1.) As a 


21,And behold, I will fend a.lad, /aying, Go, | 
find out the arrows. If I exprefsly fay unto the 
lad, Behold, the arrows are on this fide of thee, 
take them; then come thou: for there is peace 
to thee, and no hurt; asthe Lorp liveth. 22 
But if I fay thus unto the young man, Behold, 
the arrows are beyond thee: go thy way, for 
the Lorp hath fent thee away. 23 And as 
touching the matter which thou and Lhave {po- 
ken of, behold, the Lorp be between thee and 
me for ever. 


Here, 1. Jonathan protefts his fidelity to David in his dif 
trefs. Notwithftanding the mighty confidence David had ia 
Jonathan, yety becaufe he might have fome reafon to fear that 
his father’s influence, and his own intereft, fhould make him ~ 
warp, or grow cool towards him, Jonathah thought it requifite, 
folemnly to renew the profeffions of his friend{hip to him: ver. 
9. Far be it from thee, to think that I fufpect thee of any crime; 
for which I fhould either flay thee myfelf, or deliver thee to 
my father: no; if thoy haft any jealoufy of that, come, let us 
‘go into the field, ver. 11. and talk it over more fully. | He 
“doth’ not challenge him to the field to fight him for an affront, 
but to fix him in his friendfhip. He faithfully promifeth him, 


ther affected towards him, and would make the matter neither 
If there be good towards thee, 
ZT will foew it thee, that thou-mayeft be eafy, ver. 12.5 if evil, 


I will fend thee away, that thou mayeft be fafe, ver. 13. and — 


thus would help to deliver him from the evil, if it were real 5, 
and from the fear of evil, if it were but imaginary.. For the 


witnefs, ver. 12. O Lord God of L/racl, thou knoweft 1 mean 
fincerely, and think as I fpeak. ‘Lhe ftrength. of his paflion 
made the manner of his {peaking concife and abrupt. (2:) 
Asa judge. The Lord do fo, and much more, to Fonathan, 
yer. 13. if I fpeak deceitfully, ar break my word with miy: 
friend. He expreffeth himfelf thus folemnly, that David might © 
be abundantly aflured of his fincerity. And thus God has. _ 
confirmed his promifes to us, that we might have /lrong con/ola- 
tion, Heb. vie 17, 18. Jonathan adds to his proteftations his 
hearty prayers, The Lord be with thee, to protect and profper 
thee, as he hath been formerly with my father, though now he 
This intimates his belief, that David would 
be in his father’s place, and his good wifhes, that he might 
prosper in it, better than his father now did. 

2. He provides for the entail of the covenant: of friendfhip 


David to be a friend to his family,- when he was gone: ver. 
15. Thou Joalt promife, that thou wilt not cut off thy kindne/s 
from my houfe for ever. Ubis he {poke from a natural. affec- 
tion he had to his children, whom he defired it, might go well | 
with when:he was gone, ana for whofe future welfare he defi- 
yed to improve his prefent intereft. It 'alfo {peaks his firm be- 
lief of David’s advancement, and that'it would be in the power | 


of his hand to do a kindnefe or difindnefs'to his feed ; for, in |> 


procefs of time, the. Lord-would cut off all his enemies, Saul hin- 
felf not excepted ; then do not thou cut off thy kindne/s from, my : 
houfe, nor revenge my father’s. wrongs upon my children. ‘The 


than, from generation to generation : He made a covenant, ver. 
16. with the houfe of David. Note, ‘True friends cannot but 
covet to tranfmit to theirs\after them their mutual affections. 


| Thine.own friend, and,thy father’s friend, forfake not. This 1 


LS a a a: 


 Mephiibofheth, 2 Sam. ix. 7. xxi. 7. 


. favours, and to make his friends ours. 


hath befallen him, he zy not clean 
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kindnefs, (1.) He calls the kindnefs sof Gody becaufe it 1s 
fuch kindnefs as God fhews:to thofe whom he takes into co- 
yenant with himfelf; for he isa God to them, and to their 
feed: they are Deloved for the father’s fake. (2.) He fecures » 
it by an imprecation: ver. 16. The Lord require it at the hand 


of David's feed, (for of David himfelfhé had no fafpicion),. 


if they prove fo far David’s enemies, as to deal wrongfully 


with the pofterity of Jonathan, David’s friend. "He feared. 
le(t David, or fome of his, fhould hereafter be tempted,’ for 
the clearing and confirming of their title to the throne, to do- 
by his feed, as Abimelech had done by the fons of Gideon, 
Judg. ix. 5,5 and this he -would effectually prevent: but the 
reafon given, ver. 17. why Jonathan was fo earneft to have the 
friendfhip entailed, is purely generous, and has nothing of felf, 
in it; it was becaufe he loved him as he loved his own foul, and 
therefore defired that he and his might be loved by him. Da- 
vid, though now in difgrace at court, and in diftrefs, was as. 
amiable in:the eyes of Jonathan as ever he had been; and hé 
loved him never the lefs for his father’s hating him: fo pure 
were the principles on which his friendfhip was built. Having: 
himfelf fworn to David, he caufed David to {wear to him, and 
(as we read it) to {wear again; ‘which David confented. to 3 
for he that bears an honeft mind, doth not ftartle at affuran- — 
ces; to fwear by his love to.him, which he looked upon as a. 
facred thing. Jonathan’s heart was fo much upon it, that. 
when they parted this time, he concludes with a folemn appeal 
to God: The Lord be between me. and thee for ever, ver. 23-3. 
i. e. God himfelf be judge between us and our families for e- 
ver, if, on either fide, this league of friendfhip be violated. It 


§ 


was in remembrance of this covenant, that David was kind to... 


It will bea kindnefs 
to ourfelves and ours, to fecure an intereft in thofe whom God 


> 


3. He fettles the method of intelligence, and by what figns. 


‘and tokens he would give him notice how his father {toed af- e 


feéted towards him. He would be mifled the ‘irft day, or at 
leaft the fecond day of thé new-moon, and would be inquired — 
after, ver. 18. Onthe third day, by which time he wonld‘ 


“be returned from Beth-lehem, he mutt be at fuch a place, ver. 


‘49.3 and. Jonathan would come towards that place, with his. 
bow and arrows, to fhoot for diverfion, ver. 20.;. would fend. 
his lad to fetch his arrows; and if fhot fhort of the lad, Da- 
vid. muft take it for a fignal, and not be afraid to thew his — 
head, ver. 21.3 but if-he fhot beyond the lad, it was a fignal * 
of danger, and he mutt fhift for his fafety, ver. 22. This ex- 
pedient he fixed, left he fhould not have the opportunity, which: 
yet it proved he had, of talking with him, and the making re~ 
port by. word of mouth. eit a a 
24 Y So David hid himfelf in the field: and. 
when the new-moon was come, the king fat 
him down to eat meat. 25 And the. king’ fat: ‘ 
upon his feat, as at other times, even upona — 
feat’ by the wall: and Jonathan ‘arofe, and Ab- — 
net fat by Saul’s fide, and David’s place. was: 
empty. 26 Neverthele(s, Saul fpake not any: 
thing that day: for he thought, Something — 


ag 


oe big Seay ars | 
13, furely he is — 


not.clean. 27 And it.came to pafson themor- . 


row, which was the fecond day of the month, . 
that David’s place was empty: and Saul faid. 


unto. Jonathan his fon, Wherefore cometh not — 
the. fon of Jefle to meat, neither yefterday nor — 
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to-day? » 28 And Jonathan. anfwered Saul, 
David earneftly afked /eave of me, to go to 
Beth-lehem: 29 And he faid, Let me go, I 


pray thee, for our family hath a facrifice in the . 


city, and my brother he hath commanded me 
to be there; and now if I have found favour in 
thine eyes, let me get away, I pray thee, and 
_fee my brethren: Therefore he cometh not 
unto the kings table. 30 Then Saul’s anger 
was kindled againft Jonathan, and he faid unto 
him, Thou fon of the perverfe rebellious qwo- 
man, do not I know that thou haft chofen the 
fon of Jeffe to thine own confufion, and unto 
the confufion of thy mother’s nakednefs? 31 
For as long as the fon of Jeffe liveth upon the 
ground, thou fhalt not be eftablifhed, nor thy 
kingdom : wherefore now fend and fetch him 
unto me, for he fhall furely die. 32 And Jo- 
nathan anfwered Saul his father, and faid unto 
him, Wherefore fhall he be flain? what hath 
he done? 33 And Saul caft a javelin at him 
to {mite him: whereby Jonathan knew that it 
was determined of his father to flay David. 34 
So Jonathan arofe from the table in fierce an- 
_ ger, and did eat no meat the fecond day of the 
month: for he was grieved for David, becaufe 
his father had done him fhame. 
- Jonathan is here effectually convinced of that which he was 
fo loth to believe, that his father had an implacable enmity 
to David, and would certainly be the death of him, if it were 
th his power; and she had like to have paid very dear himfelf 
for the conviétion. 
1. David is miffed from, the-feaft on the firft day, but no- 
_ thing is faid of him. The king fat upon his feat, to feat upon 
the peace-offerings, as at other times, ver. 25.3 and yet had 
his heart as full of envy and malice againft David as it would 
hold. He fhould firft have been reconciled to him, and then 
come and offered his gift; but, inftead of that, he hoped at 
this feaft to drink the blood of David... What an abomination 
was that facrifice, which was brought with fuch a wicked inind 
as this! Prov. xxi. 27. 
feat, Jonathan arofe, in reverence to him, both as his father, 
and as his fovereign. Every one knew his place; but Da- 
vid’s was empty. It did not ufe to be fo. None more con- 
{tant than he in attending holy duties : nor had he been abfent 
-now, but that he muft have come in peril of his life; felf-pre- 
fervation obliged him to withdraw. In imminent peril, pre- 
fent_opportunities may be waved ; nay, we ought not to throw 
ourfelves into the mouth of danger. Chrift himfelf abfconded 
often, till he knew that his hour was come... But that day 


- Saul took no notice that he miffed David; but faid within’ 


_ himfelf, Surely be is not clean; ver. 26... Some ceremonial pol- 


- lution has befallen him, which forbids him’ to eat of the holy 


things, till he bas wafbed his cloaths, and bathed his flefo in 


water, and been unclean until the even. Saul knew what con- 


 fcience David made of the law, and that he would rather keep 
__ away from the holy. feaft, than come in his uncleannefs. Blef- 


a fed be God, no uncleannefs is now a reftraint upon vs, but 
_ What we may by faith and repentance be wafhed from, in the 
* fountain opened, Pfal. xxvi. 6. sabes 


When the king came to take his | 


paragement, and a prejudice to our fecular intereft. 


2. He is inquired for the fecond day, ver. 27. Saul afked 
Jonathan, who he knew was his confident, Wherefore cometh 
not the fon of Feffe to meat? He was his own fon by marri- 
age ; but he calls him, in difdain, the fon of Feffe. He aks 
for him, as if he were not pleafed that he fhould be abfent 
from a religious feaft ; and fo it would be an example to maf- 
ters of families to fee to it, that thofe under their charge be not 
abfent from the worfhip of God, either in public, or in the fa- 
mily. ~ Lt is an ill thing for us, except in cafe of neceflity, to 
omit any opportunity of our ftated attendance on God in fo- 
lemn ordinances. ‘Thomas loft a fight of Chrift, by being 
once abfent from a meeting of the difciples. But that which 
difpleafed Saul was, that hereby he miffed an opportunity he: 
expected to do David.a mifchief. > ” 
~ 3. Jonathan makes his excufe, ver. 28; 29. (1.) That he 
was abfent upon a good occafion ; keeping the fea{t in another 
place; though not here; fent for by his elder brother, who 
was now more refpectful to him than he had been, chap. xvii. 
28.; and that he was gone to’pay his refpeéts to his relations, 


for the keeping up of brotherly love: and no mafter would 


deny his fervant liberty to do that in due times. _ He pleads, 
(2.) That he did not go without leave humbly afked and ob- 
tained from Jonathan, who, as his fuperior officer, was pro- 
per to be applied to for it. Thus he reprefents David, as 
‘not wanting in any inftance of refpect and duty to the govern- 
ment. 

4. Saul hereupon breaks out into a moft extravagant paflion, - - 
and rages like a lion difappointed of hts prey. David was out - 
of his reach; but he falls foul upon Jonathan for his fake, ver. 


| 30, 31.3 gave him bafe language, not fit for a gehtleman, 4 


prince, to give to any man, efpecially to his own fon, heir-ap- 
parent to his crown, a fon that ferved him, the greateft {tay 
and ornament of his Family, before a deal of company, at a 
feaft, when all fhould be in good humour ; at a facred featt, 
by which all irregular paffions fhould be mortified and fubdued. 
Yet he doth, in effeét, call him, (1.) A baftard: Thou Son of 
the perverfe rebellious woman; that is, according to the foolifh’ 
filthy language of mens brutifh paffion now-a-day, Thou fon of 
a whore, He tells him he was born to the confufioh of his ~ 

mother ; i. e. he had givensthe world caufé to fufpect, that he 
was not the legitimate fon of Saul, becaufe he loved him whom 


Saul hated, and fupported him who would be the deftri@ion 


of their family. (2.) A traitor: Thou fon of perverfe rebel- 
lion, fo the word is, 7. ¢. Thou perverfe rebel. At other times, 
he reckoned no counfellor or commander he had more trufty 
and well-beloved than Jonathan; yet now, in his paflion, hé 
reprefents him.as dangerous to: his crown and life. (3.) A. 


fool: Thou hajt chofen the fon of Feffe for thy friend, to thy 


own confufion ; for while he lives, thou /halt not be efablifhed. 


Jonathan-indeed did wifely, and well for himfelf and family, 
to fecure an intere{t in David, whom Heaven had deftined to ~ 
the throne; yet for this he is branded as moft impolitic. It 
is good taking God’s people for our people, and going with _ 
thofe that have-him with them, and will prove to our advan- 
tage at laft'; however, for the prefent, it may be thought a dif= 
It is pro- 
bable, Saul knew that David was anointed to the kingdom, by 
the fame.hand that ‘anointed him; and then, not Jonathan, 
but himfelf was the fool, to think to defeat the counfels of 
God. Yet nothing will ferve him, but David muft die, and 
Jonathan muft fetch him to execution. See how ill Saul’s 
paflion looks, and let it warn us againft the indulgence of any 
thing like it in ourfelves.. Anger is madnefs; and* he that 
bates his brother, ts a murderer. , \ 

5. Jonathan is forely grieved, and put into diforder, by his 
father’s barbarous paflion ; and the more, becaufe/he had ho- 


Qq2 a ped 


| 


: 


ped better things, ver. 2... He was troubled for his father, 
that he fhould be fuch a brute; troubled for his friend, and 
whom he knew to be a friend of God, that he fhould be fo 
bafely abufed: He was grieved for David, ver. 34.; and 
troubled for himfelf too, becaufe hus father had done him fhame; 
and though moft unjuftly, yet he muft fubmit to it. One 
would pity Jonathan, to fee how he was put, (1.) Into the 
peril of fin. Much ado that wife and good man had to keep 
his temper, upon {uch a provocation as this. His father’s re- 
fleGtions upon himfelf, he made no returnto. It becomes in- 
feriors to bear with meeknefs and filence the contempts put 
upen them in wrath and pafhion. When thou art the anvil, lie 
thou fiill. But his dooming David to death, he could not 
bear: to-that he replied with fome heat, ver. 32. Wherefore 
Jhall he be flain ? what has he done? Generous {pirits can 
much eafier bear tobe abufed themfelves, than to hear their 
friends abufed. (2.) Into the peril.of death. Saul was now 
fo outrageous, that he threw his javelin at Jonathan, ver. 33. 
In great care he feemed to be, ver. 31. that Jonathan fhould 
be eftablifhed in his kingdom ; and yet now he himfelf aims at 
his life. What fools, what favagé beafts, and worfe, doth 
anger make men! How neceffary is it to put a hook in_its 
nofe, and a bridle in its jaws! Jonathan was fully fatisfied, 


that evil was determined againft David; which put him out of | 
frame exceedingly : He ro/é from table, as it was time, when 


his life was {truck at, and would eat no meat; for they were 
not to eat of the holy things in their mourning. All the 


guefts, we may fuppofe, were difcompofed,, and the mirth of | 


the feaft {poiled. fe that is cruel, troubles his own fle/h, Prov. 
Sie. 

35 4 And it came to pafs in the morning, 
that Jonathan went. out into the field, at the 
time appointed with David, and a little lad 
with him. 36 And he faid unto his lad, Run, 
find out now the arrows which I fhoot. , dnd 
as the lad ran, he fhot an arrow beyond him. 


’ 34.And when the lad was come to the place of 
the arrow which Jonathan nad fhot, Jonathan 
_eried after the lad, and faid, Zs not the arrow ' 


beyond thee? 38 And Jonathan cried after the 
lad, Make f{peed, hatte, ftay not. And. Jona- 
than’s lad gathered up the arrows, and came to 
his mafter. 39 But the lad knew not any thing: 
only Jonathan and David knew the matter. 4o 
And Jonathan gave his artillery unto his lad, 


and faid unto him, Go carry them to the city. | 


41 § And as foon as the lad was gone, David 
arofe out of a pluce toward the fouth, and fell 


on his face to the ground, and bowed himfelf 


three times: and they kiffed one another, and 
wept one with another, until David exceeded. 


name of the Lorp, faying, The Lorp be be- 
tween me and thee, and between my feed and 
thy feed for ever. And he arofe and departed: 


- and Jonathan went into the city. 4 


Here is, r. Jonathan’s faithful performance of his promife, 
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to give David notice of the fuccefs of his dangerous experi | faid unto me, let no man_ know any thing of 
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ment. He went at the time, and to the place appointed, vere - - 
3 within fight of which he knew David lay hid ; fent his 
foot-boy to fetch his arrows, which he would fhoot at random, i 
ver. 36. gave David the fatal fignal, by fhooting an arrow be- 
yond the lad, ver. 37. Js not the arrow beyond. thee ? That ; 
word [deyond] David knew the meaning of, better than the - 
lad. Jonathan difmiffed the Jad, who knew nothing of the 
matter ; and finding the coafts clear, and no danget of a dif- 
covery, he prefumed upon one minute’s perfonal converfation 
with David, after he had bid him flee for his lifes 

2. The mott forrowful parting of thefe two friends, who, for ~ 
ought appears, never came together’ again, but once, and that 
was by ftealth, in @ qwood, chap. xxiii. 16. (1.) David ad- 
dreffed himfelf to Jonathan with the reverence of a fervant, 
rather than the freedom of a friend : He fel/ on his face to the 
ground and bowed himfelf three times, as one deeply fenfible of - 
his obligations to him for the good fervices he had done_hira. 
(2.) They took leave of each other with the greateft affection 
imaginable, with kiffes and tears, they wept on each other’s ~ 
neck, 4 David exceeded, ver. 41. The feparation of two 
fuch faithful lovers was equally grievous to them both: but 
David’s cafe was the more deplorable; for when Jonathan + 
was returning to his family and friends, David was leaving all 
his comforts, even thofe of God’s fanétuary ; and therefore his 
grief exceeded Jonathan’s; or, perhaps, it was becaufe his tem- _ 
per was more tender, and his paflions ftronger. (3.) They 
referred themfelves to the covenant. of friendfhip that was be- 
tween them, both of them comforting themfelves with that, in 
this mournful feparation: We have /wern ‘both of usin the 
name of the Lord, for ourfelves awd our heirs,-that we and 
they will be faithful and kind to each other, from generation _. 
to generation. ‘I'hus while we are at-home in the body, and 
abfent from the Lord, this*is our comfort, that he has made 
with us an everlafing covenant, : eee ae 
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David has now-quite taken leave, both of Saul’s court, and =~ 
of his camp ; has bid farewell to bis alter idem, the beloved 
Jonathan; and, from henceforward to the end of this — ~ 
cok, he is looked upon and treated as an out-law, and pro- — 

. claimed traitor. We full find him fifting from place to- 

place for bis own Jafety, and Saul purfuing him. Fis 
troubles are very particulary related in this and the fol~ _ 
lowing chapters; not only to be a key to the pfalms, but 
that be might be, as other prophets, an example, to the — 

faints in all ages, of fuflering affliation, and of patience;; 
and efpecially that he might bea type of Chrifly who. —_ 
being anointed to the kingdom, humbled himfelf, and was 
therefore highly exalted. But the example of the fuffering. 

Fefus was a copy without a blot ; that of David was not 

fo; witnefs the records of this chapter, where we find 

: David in his flight, I. Impofing upon Abimelech the prigfty. > 

"to get from him both wétuals and arms, ver. 1,—9. Ile ~ 
Impofing upon Achifh, king of Gath, by feigning bimfelf 
mad, ver. 10,—15. Fufily are troubles called temptations- 


f if : ; | for many-are by them drawn iato fin. Sf ee 
42 And Jonathan faid to David, Go in peace, | - 
. forafmuch as we have fworn both of us in the 


HEN came David to Nob to Ahimelech: — 
ae prieft: and Ahimelech was afraid at 
the meeting of David, and faid unto him, Why 
art thou alone, and no man with thee? 2 And 


| David faid unto ~Ahimelech the prieft, The ee, 


king hath commanded me a bufinefs, and hath - __ 


the 
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Mg the bufinefs whereabout I fend thee, and what an equipage. Having heard that he was fallen into difgrace 
a oF have commanded thee: and~ I have ap- at court, he looked fhy upon him, as moft are apt to do upon 
+ BIR, d my fervants'to fich id hiera place their friends when the world frowns upon them. He Was a- 
= pointe 4 my 3S 1a) Sees ‘ Bs ® fraid of incurring Saul’s difpleafure by entertaining him; and 
Now therefore what is under. thine hand: Give | took notice how mean a\ figure he now made, to what he ufed 
» me five loaves of bread in mine hand, or what | to make. Why art thou alone ? He had {ome with him, as ap- 
there. is prefent. 4 And the prieft anfwered | pears, Mark . Ste they aah a se tte 3 
Be hee testo common bread-un.. | De Bed none of the conriers, no p shea hele eo aE 
7. der mine hand, but there is hallowed bread: if the Lord. He faith, Pfal. xlii. 4. he was wont to go wilh a 
_ the young men have kept themfelves at leat | jmiijude po ihe houfe of God and having now but two or three 
~ from women. 5 And David anfwered the prieft, |. with him, Ahinelech might well atk, Why art thow alone? 1 
_ and faid- unto ‘him, Of a truth, women. have eee ee ee ae 
ee ee Te tee ayes | ater iee elm ec te ee ew la 
fince I came out, and the veffels of the YOUNS | fparrow on the houfe-top. Such changes are there in this world, 
men are holy, and she bread ts in a manner and fo uncertain are its fmiles ! Thofe that are courted to-day 
common, yea, though it were fandtified this day | may be deferted to-morrow. ea G : y 
inthe veflel. 6 So the prieft:gave him hallow- 3- David, under pretence of being fent by Saul upon public 
: fervices, folicits Ahimelech to fupply his prefent wants, ver. Fis 
ed bread ; for there was no bread there, but the 3- Here David did not carry it like himfelfs he told Ahi, 
fhew-bread, that was taken from before the melech a grofs untruth, that Saul had ordered him butfinefs to 
Lorb, to put hot bread in the day when it was | difpatch; that his attendants were difmiffed to fich a’place ; 
taken away. 7 Now a certain man of the fer. | and that he was charged fecrecy, and therefore durft not com- 
Sad] s there that da detained Pex municate it, no not to the prielt himfelf This was nothing 
vants 0 Ul, Was : J> fo ; it was all falfe. What thall we fay to this? The {cripture., 
fore the Lorp ; and his name was Doeg, an E- | doth not conceal it, and we dare not jultify it. Lt was ill doue,. 
: 3 A id 
domite, the chiefeft of the herdmen that belong- and proved of ill confequence ; for it accafioned the death of the 
. edto Saul. 8 q And David faid unto Ahime- | priefs of the Lord, as David reflected upon it afterwards with. 
' Tech, And is there not here under thine hand | ‘egtety chap. xxii. 22.> It was needlefs for him thus to dif 
a Th ‘lier b; i femble with the prieft ; for we may fuppofe, if he had told him 
{pear or fword? for Te ave neit er brougnt my the truth, he would haye theltered and relieved him as readily. 
{word, nor my weapons with me, becaufe the as Samuel did, and would have known the better how to ad~ 
king’s bufinefs required hatte. g And the prieit vife him, and inquire of God for him. People fhould be free. 
faid, The {word of Goliath the Philiftin e, whom bar their smear minifter s. : ad we a man of area mea) 
thou fleweft in the valley of Elah, behold, it is | "4 courage; and yet now both failed him, and he fell thus 
_ ere wrapt in a cloth behind the ephod : if thou 
wilt take that, take it; for there is no other 
_ «fave that here. And David faid There is none 
like that, give it me.. 


foully through fear and cowardice ; and both Owing ‘to the 
. weaknefs of his faith. Had he trufted God aright, he would: 
not have ufed fuch a forry finful fhift as this, for his own prefer- 
Here, 1. David in diftrefs flies to the tabernacle of God, 
now pitched at Nob, fuppofed to be a city in the tribe of Ben- 
jamin. Since Shiloh was forfaken, the tabernacle often flit- 


vation. It is written, not for our imitation,-no, not in the greateft: 
ted, though the ark {till remained at Kirjath-jearim. © Hither 


traits, but for our'admonition. Let him that thinks he flands,. - 
take heed left he fall; and let us all pray daily, Lord, dead us. 
David came in his flight from Saul’s fury, ver. 1. and applied 
__ himfelf to Ahimelech the prieft.. Samuel the prophet could 


not into temptation. Let us. all take occafion from this to la~. 
ment, (t.). The weaknefs and infirmity of good men, The: 
belt are. not perfe& on this fide heaven. It is poflible there: _ 

Rot protect him: Jonathan the, prince could not : he therefore 

~~ has recourfe next to Ahimelech the prieft. He forefees he _ 

 muft now be an exile 3 and therefore comes to the tabernacle, 


may be true grace, where yet there are many failings, (2.). 

The wickednefs oftbad times, which. forced good. men into» - 
- (1.) To'take dear leave of it; for he knows not when he 
hall fee it again ; ‘and nothing will be more affliive to him 


fach ftraits, as prove temptations. too {trong for them. Oppref-- 
- in his banifhment, than his diftance from the houfe of God, 


fion makes a wife man do foolithly. 
Two things David begged of Ahimelech,, bread and a. 
fword. eet 
1ft,, He wanted bread ;, five loaves, ver. 3. ‘Travelling was. 
then troublefome, when men generally. carried: their provifions: 
1 with them in fpecie, having little money, and no public houfes ;. ° 
“and his reftraint from public ordinances; as appears by many | elfe David had not now been to feek for bread. It feems Da--' 
_ ofhis pfalms. He had given an affectionate farewell to his friend | vid had known she feed of the righteous begging bread occafion- - 
Jonathan ; and cannot go, till he has given the like to the taberna- ally, but not conftantly, Pfal. xxvii: 25. 
cle. (2.) To inquireof the Lord there, and to beg direction. - 
— from him, in the way both of duty and fafety; his cafe being 
_ difficult and dangerous. That this was his bufinefs, appears, 
_ chap. xxii. 10, where it is aid, ‘That Abimelech inquired of 
_ the Lord for him, as he had done formerly, ver..15. It is a 
_+ great comfort to us in a day of trouble, that we have a God 


Now, (1.). The prieft objeéted, that he had none but hale, 
lowed bread, fhew-bread, which had ftood a week on the gold-. 
* to go to, to whom we may open our cafe, and from whom we 
~ may afk and expe dire@tion. ee: 


en table in the fanéwary, and was taken thence for the ufe of. 


the priefts, and their families, ver. 4. It {eems the priefts kept 
no good houfe ;. but wanted either a heart to be hofpitable, or: 
2. Ahimelech the prieft is furprifed to fee him in fo poor | 


\ 


a 


rather provifions. wherewithal. Ahimelech ‘thinks the young, * 
men that attended David might-not eat of this bread, unlefs: 
they had for fome time abftained from women, even from their 
own wives. ‘This was required at the giving of the law, Exod. 

xIM:. 
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xix, 15.3 but otherwife, we never find this made the matter 
of any ceremonial purity on the one fidey or pollution on the 
other. And therefore the prieft here feems to be over-nice, 


not to fay fuperftitious. 


(2.) David pleads, that he, and they that’ were with him, 
in this cafe of necefliry, might lawfully eat of the hallowed 
bread; for they were not only able to anfwer his terms, of 


» keeping from women for three days paft; but that the velfels; 


7. e. the bodies, of the young men were holy, being pfiffed in 


fanilification and honour at dll times, 1 Vhef. iv. 4, 5.3 and 


: therefore God would take particular care of them, that they 


a 


 mafter’s leave. ‘This bread, we may fuppofe, was the more a- 


-facred things to him. The fhew-bread was but twelve loaves 


‘had no more in the houfé ; but he trufted Providence. 


wanted not neceflary fupports, and would have his prieft to do 
fo. And being thus holy, holy things’ were: not forbidden to 
them. Poor and pious Ifraelites were, in effect, priefts to Gods 
and, rather than be ftarved, might feed on the bread which 
was appropriated to the priefts. Believers are fpiritual priefts ; 
and the offerings of the Lord fhall be their inheritance: they 
eat the bread of their God. He pleads, that the bread is in 
a manner common, now that which was primarily the religious 
ufe of it was over; efpecially:(as our margin reads it,) when 
there is this day other bread, (hot, ver. 6.) fanéiified this day in’ 
the vefel, and put in the room of it upon the table. "This rag 
David’s ‘plea; and the fon of David approves it; and fhews 
from it, that mercy is to be preferred before facrifice; that 
ritual obfervances muft give way to moral duties; and that that 
may be done in a cafe of an urgent providential neceflity, 
which may not’ otherwife be done. He brings it to juftify his 
‘difciples, in plucking the ears of corn on the Sabbath-day, for 
which the Pharifees cenfured them, Matth. xii. 3, 4. 

(z.) Ahimelech hereupon fupplies him: He gave him hal- 
lowed bread, ver. 6. And fome think, it was about this that 
“he inquired of the Lord, chap. xxii. 10. As a faithful fervant, 
he would not difpofe of his matter’s provifions, without his 


greeable to David for its being hallowed:; fo precious were all 
m all ; yet out of this he gives David five, ver. 3. though they 
— 2dly, He wanted a {word. Perfons of quality, though offi- 


cers of the army, did not then wear their {words fo conftantly 
as now they do, elfe fure David had not been without one. It 


was wonder Jonathan did not furnith him with his, as he had 


done, chap. xviii, 4. Elowever, it happened -he had now no 
weapons. with him; the,reafon of which he pretends to be, 
becaufeshe came away in hafle, ver. 8, ‘Thofe that are fur- 
nifhed with the fword of the Spirit, and the fhield of faith, 
cannot be difarmed of them; nor need they be to feek, or out 
of the way,.at any time. But the priefts, it feems, had no 
words ; the weapons of their warfare were not carnal: there 
was not afword to be found about the tabernacle, but the 


Sword of Goliath, which was laid up behind the ephod, as a 


monument of that glorious victory David obtained over him. 
Probably David had an eye to that, when he afked the prieft 


_ to help him with a fword; for that being mentioned, O! faith 


he, there is none like that, give it me, ver.g. He could not ufe 
Saul’s armour, for he had not proved it; but this, {word of 
Goliath he had made trial of, and done exécution with. By 


this i¢ appears he was now well grown in {trength and _{ta- 


ture, that he could wear and wield fuch a fword-as that. 
God had /aught his hands to war, {o that he could do wonders,’ 
Pfal. xvii. 34. Two things we may obferve concerning this 


fword, (1:) That God had gracioufly given it him, as a pledge 


of his fingular favour ; fo that whenever he drew it, nay, when- 


‘ever hé looked upon it, it would be a great fupport to his faith, 
by bringing to mind that great inftance of the’ particular care 
and countenancg of the divine providence he was then’ under. 


4 
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Experiences are great encouragements. (2.) That he had« «7 
gratefully given it back to God, dedicating it him, and to his. 
honotr, asa token of his'thankfulnefs ; and now, in his dif- 
trefS, it food him in mighty ftead. Note, What we devote 
to God’s praifé, and ferve him with, is moft likely to redound, - 
one way or other, to our own comfort and. benefit. What we 
gave, we have. by PEE sk saeG te 

Thus was David well furnifhed with arms and vidtuals. But’ 
it fell out very unhappily, that._there was one of Saul’s fervants 
then attending before the Lord, Doeg by name, that proved a ~~ 
bafe traitor, both to David and to Ahimelech. He was by birth 
an Edomite, ver. 7.3 and though profelyted to the Jewifh re- 
ligion, to get the preferment he now had under Saul; yet he 
retained the ancient and hereditary enmity of Edom to Ifrael. 

He was mafter of the herds; which, perhaps, was then a place 
of as much honour as mafter of the horfe is now. Some oc-. 


-cafion or other he had at this time to wait on the prieft, either 


to be purified from fome pollution, or to pay fome vow 5 but, _ 
whatever his bufinefs was, it is faid, he was detained before the 
Lord. He mutt attend, and could not help it; but he was — 
fick of the fervice, fnuffed at it, and faid, What a wearine/s is 

it! Mal. i. 13. He would rather have been any where. elfe 
than before the Lord; and therefore, inftead of minding the 
bufinefs" he came about, was plotting to do David a mifchief, 


and to be revenged on Ahimelech for detaining him. God’s _ 


fan@tuary could never fecure itfelf from. fuch wolves in fheeps 
cloathing. See Gal. 1. 4. tee a 


to § And David arofe, and fled that day for 
fear of Saul, and went to Achifh the king of | 
Gath. 11 And the fervants of Achith faid un- 
to him, Js not this David the king of the land? 
did they.not fing one to another of him in dan- 
ces, faying, Saul hath flain his thoufands, and 
David his ten thoufands?. 12 And David laid 
up thefe words in his heart, and was fore afraid’ 
of Achifh the king of Gath. 13 And he chan-.. 
géd, his behaviour, before them, ‘and’ feigned | 
himfelf mad in their hands, and fcrabbled on ~ 
the doors of the gate, and let his fpittle fall 
down upon his beard. 14 Then faid Achifh 
-unto his fervants, Lo, you fee the man is mad: ~ 
‘wherefore then have ye brought him to me? 
15 Have I need of mad-men. that ye have _ 
brought this fellow to play the mad-man in 
my prefence? fhall this fellow come into any | 
houfe?. sibee ee ata Bal ‘Aigaes 


David, though king eleét, is here an exile ; defigned to be 
mafter of valt treafures, yet had been juft now begging his. 
bread ; anointed to the crown, and yet here forced to run hig 
‘country. "Thus do God’s providences fometimes feem to run 
counter to his promifes, for the trial of his people’s faith, and 
the glorifying of his name, in the accomplifhment of bis coun- 
fels, notwithftanding the difficulties that lie in the way. 
Here is, ae hates Yee 
“1, David’s flight into the land of the Philiftines, where he - 
hoped to.be hid, and to remain incognito in the court ‘or camp. © 


of Achifh king of Gath, ver. ro. \ Lrael’s darling is neceffi- _ 
tated to quit the land of Iftael ; and he that was the Philiftines _ 


great enemy, upon I know not what inducements, goes tofeek _ 
for fhelter améng them. It fhould feem, that as though the — 
WY Sage es : ee - « Tfraelites 
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Ifraelites loved him, yet the king of Iffael had a partosal en- 


é 
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~  mity to him, which obliged him to leave his own country ; fo; . 


though the Philiftines hated him, yet the king of Gath had a 
ees perfonal kindnefs for him, valuing his merit, and perhaps the 
~more for his killing Goliath of Gath, who, it may be, had been 
no friend to Achifh. To him David now went dire@tly, as to 
one he could confide in, as afterwards, 
Achith would now have proteéted him, but that he was afraid 
' . __ of difobliging his own people by it. God’s perfecuted people 
have*often found better ufage from Philiftinés than from I frael- 
ites ; in the Gentile theatres than in the Jewith fynagogues. 
. The king of Judah imprifoned Jeremiah, and the king of Ba- 
bylon fet him at liberty. As iz 
2. The difpuft which the fervants of Achith took at his be- 
ing there, and their complaint of it to Achifh: ver. 11. Ls not 
this David? Is not this he that“Pas triumphed over the Phili. 
_  * fines? witnefs that burden of the fong which was fo much 
talked of, Saul has flain his thoufands ; but David, this very 
man, his ten thoufands. Nay, is not this he that (if our intel- 
ligence from the land of Ifrael be true) is, oris to be, king of 
the land ? As fuch, be mutt be an enemy to our country ; and 
is it fafe or honourable for us to protec or entertain fach a 
man? Achith, perhaps, had intimated to them, that it would 
- be policy to entertain David, becaufe he was now an enemy to 
Saul, and he might be hereafter a friend to them. It is com- 
mon for the outlaws of a nation to be fheltered by the enemies 
» of that nation; but the {ervants of Achith difagreed to his 
politics, and thought it not at all fit that he fhould {tay among, 
them. : ass 
3. The fright which this put David into. Though he had 
¥ig fome reafon to put a confidence in Achith, yet, when he per- 
; ceived the feryants of Achith jealous of 
afraid that Achifh would. be obliged to deliver him up to them, 
and he was fore afraid, ver. 12.; and perhaps he was the more 
apprehenfive of his own danger, when he was thus difcovered, 
, becaufe he wore Goliath’s {word, which, we may fuppofe, was 
_ well:known at Gath, and with which he had reafon to expect 
they would cut off his head, as he had cut off Goliath’s with 
it. David now learned by experience what he has taught us, 
Pfal. cxviti. 9. that it is Better to trujt in the Lord, 
confidence in princes. Men of high degree area lie; and if we 
make them our hope, they may prove our fear. — It was at this 
: time that David penned the 56th plalm, (Michtam, a golden 
- .. plalm) whea the Philiftines took him in Gath where, having 
_ fhewed before God his diftrefs, he refolves, ver. 3. sphat time 
=) fam, afraid, LT will truft in thee s and therefore, ver. 11. qui// 
not be afraid what man can do unto mé, no not the fons of the 
= «giant. Be, : 
4. The courfe he took to get out of their hands. He feigns 
‘ae ed himfelf mad, ver. 13.3 he ufed the geftures and fathions of a 
~ natural fool, or one that was gone out of his wits; fuppofing 
they would be ready enough to believe, that the difgrace he 
- ‘was fallen into, and the ,troubles he was now in, had driven 
. him diftraéted. © This diffimulation of- his cannot be juftified : 
+. it was a mean thing thus to. difparage himfelf, and, not agreeing 
with truth, thus to mifteprefent himfelf, and therefore not be. 
_ coming the honour and fincerity of fycha manas David. Yet 
_ it may be excufed; for it was not a downright lie ; and itwas 
like a ftratagem in war; by which he impofed upon his enemies 
forthe prefervation of his own life. “What David did here 


we 


= 


_ drankards. do really, 
- fools of themfelves, 
and actions commonly are’ either. as filly and* ridiculous as an 
dtot’s, or as furious and Outrageous as a madman’s; which has 


~ 


and only to gratify a bafe lutt ; they make 
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chap. Xxyil. 2, ahand | 


him, he began to. be _ 


than to put - 


in pretence, and for his own fafety, which made it excufable, | 


and change their hehaviour ; their words 


21t 


oft. made me wonder, that ever men of fenfe and honour fhould 
allow. themfelyes in it, = ys : 

5» His efcape by this means, ver, 14, ¥5. I am apt to think 
Achifh was aware thatthe deliriim .was but counterfeit ; but 
being defirous to protect David, (as we find afterwards he was 
very kind to him, even when the lords of ‘the Philiftines fa. 
voured him not, chap. xxviii. 1, 2. xxix. 6.), took on him to 
his fervants,- that he really thought he was mad, and therefore 
they had reafon to queftion whether it was David or no; or, 
if it were, they needed tot fear him: what harm could he do” 
them, now his reafon was departed from him ?_ They fulpected 
that Achith was inclined to entettain him: Not 1, faith he; he 
is 4 madman ;. 1’ll have nothing to do with him ; you need not 
fear that I fhould employ him or give -him’ any tountenances 
He humozars the thing well enough, when he aks, Haw J 
need of madmen? fball this fool coms into my houfe2 I willthew 


} him no kindnefs, but then you fhall do him no hurt; for if he 


be a madman, he is to be-pitied. He therefore drove him a- 
qway, as.it is in the title of pfalm xxxiv. which David penned 
upon this occafion; and an excellent pfaim it is, and fhews, 
that he did not change his {pirit when he changed his behavi- 
our, but, even in the greateft difficulties and hurries, his Jearé 
was fixed, trufting in the Lord: and he concludes that plalm . 
with this affurance, that none of them that truff in God fall be 
defolate, though they may be, as he now was, folitary and di- 
ftreffed ; perfecuted, but not Jorfaken. ; 


: C FAP. EX 
David being driven from Achifp, returns into the 

to be hunted by Saul. 1. David fets. up bis flandard in the~ 
cave of Adullam,.entertains his relations, ver. 1. lifts foldiers, 

- Vet. 2. but removes his aged parents to a more quiet fettlement,. 
‘ver. 3, 4. and has the prophet Gad for his counfellor, ver. Ss 
IL. Saul refolves to purfue him and Jind him out, complains of 
his fervants and Jonathan, ver.6,—8. and finding, by Doeg’s 
information, that Abimelech had been hind to David, he order- 


land of Tjraet 


ed him, and all the pricfls that were with him, eighty-five ine 


rey 


all, to be put to death, and all that belonzed to them deftroyed, 


ver. 05-19. from the barbarous execution of which fentence, ..' 


Abiathar efcaped to David, ver. 20.—2 Ea 


x 


/ 


ye therefore departed thence, and e-.- 


{caped to the cave Adullam: and when 
his brethren, and all his father’s houfe heard Zz, 
they went down thither.to him. 2 And every’ 


one that was.in ditrefs, and every one that was 
that was difcontented, | - 
gathered themfelves unto him, and he became » 


in. debt, and every one 


a captain over them: and there were with 
him about four hundred men, 3 | And Da-. 
vid went thence to Mizpeh of Moab: and he 


faid unto the-king of Moab, Let my father ands 


my mother, I pray thee; come forth, and be 


4 And he brought them, before the king, of 


“with you, till I know what God will do for mes 


Moab :and.they dwelt with him all the while ;., 


that David was m the hold. 
phet Gad faid unto David, 
hold, depart, and get thee into the land of Ju-. 
dah. Then David. departed, and came into the. 
foreft of Hareth. Pa + 


: Here, 


5.4, And ‘the pro- 


- 


Abide not in the.. 
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Here, 1. David fhelters himfelf in the cave of Adullam, ver. 

a. Whether it was a natural or artificial faftnefs, doth not ap- 

“pear. It is probable the accefs to it was fo difficult, that Da- 
vid thought himfelf able, with. Goliath’s fword, to keep it a- 


gainft all the forces of Saul, and therefore buried himfelf alive . 


in it, while he was waiting to fee (as he faith here, ver. 3.) 
what God would do with him. The promife of the kingdom 
implied ‘a promife of prefervation, to it; and yet David ufed 
proper means for his own fafety, elfe he had tempted God. He 
did not do any thing that aimed to deftroy Saul, but only to fe- 
cure himfelf. He that might have done great fervice to his 


country as a judge or general, is here fhut up-inl a cave, and) 


We 


thrown.by as a veflel in which there was no pleafure. 


muft not think it ftrange, if fometintes fhining lights be thus e-, 


clipfed and hid under a buthel. _ Perhaps the apoftle refers to 
this inftance of David, among others, when he fpeaks of fome 
of the Old Teftament worthies that wandered in deferts, ia dens 
and caves of the earth, Heb. xi. 38. It was at this time that 
David penned the 142d pfalm, which is entitled, 4 prayer 
avhen he was in the cave; and there he complains that no man 
would know him, and that refuge failed him; but hopes that 
Shortly the righteous /hould compa/s him about. 

2. Thither his relations flocked to him,. Ais brethren and all 
his father’s houfe, to be protected by him, to give affiitance to 
him, and to take their lot with him. 4 brother is born for ad- 
verfity. Now, Joab and Abifhai, and the reft of his relations, 
came to him to fuffer and venture with him, in hopes fhortly to 
be advanced with him; and they were fo. The firft three of 
his worthies were thofe that firft owned him ~ when he was in 
the cave, t Chron. xi. 15, &e. Fs 

3. Here he began to raife forces in his own defence, ver. 2. 
He found, by the late experiments he had made, that he could 
not fave himfelf by flight, and therefore was neceflitated to do 
it by force; wherein he never aéted offenfively, never offered 
any violence to his prince, nor gave any difturbance to the 
peace of the kingdom, but only ufed ‘his forces as a guard to 
his own perfon. But whatever defence his foldiers were to 
him, they did him no great credit ; for the regiment he had was 
made up, not of great men, or rich men, or {tout men, no nor 


good men, but men in di/frefs, in debt, and difcontented ; men 


~ of broken fortunes and reftlefs fpirits, that were put to their 
fhifts, and knew not well what to do with themfelves. When 
David had fixed his head quarters in the cave of Adullam, 
they came and lifted themfelves under him, to the number of 
about four hundred. See what weak inftruments God fome- 
_ times makes ufe of, by which to bring about his own purpo- 
- fes. The fon of David is ready to receive diftreffed fouls, 
that will appoint him their captain, and be commanded by 
him.. 
4. He took care to fettle his parents in a place of fafcty. 
_ No fuch place could he find in all the land of If{rael, while’ 
Saul was fo bitterly enraged again{t him, and all that belonged 
to him for his fake: he therefore. goes with them to the king 
of Moab, and puts them under his proteétion, ver. 3, 4.. Ob- 
ferve here, (1.) With what a tender concern he provided for 
his aged parents. 
‘to the frights or to the fatigues which he muft expec during 
his ftruggle with Saul; their age would by no means bear it ; 
therefore the firft thing he doth, is to find them a quiet habita- 


tion, whatever became of himfelf. Let children learn from | 


hence to /hew piety at home, and to requite their ‘parents, 1 Tim. 
» v,4.in every thing confulting their eafe and fatisfaction ; though 

never fo highly preferred, and never fo much employed, let 
them not forget their aged parents. (2.) With what an hum- 
ble faith he expedts the iffue of his prefent diftrefs, sill J know 
awhat God will do for me. He exprefies his hopes very mo- 


Tt was not fit they fhould be expofed either 


1, Seas Ween ot. 


_confpired againft me, and there is none that. 
_fheweth me that my fon hath made a league 


é 


“Chap. XXL 


deftly, as one that had entirely caft himfelf upon God, sand 


committed his way to him, expeéting a good iffue, not from 
his‘own arts, or arms, or merits, but from what the wifdom, 


power, and goodnefs of God, would do for him. Now Dae. 
did not, Pfalé~ F 
Y 7 Y; y j 


vid’s father and mother forfook him, but God 
XXVli. 10. te . 
_ 5. Head the advice and afliftance of 
who, probably was one of the fons of the prophets that were 
brought up under Samuel, and was by him recommended to 
David for his chaplain, or fpiritual guide, Being a prophet, he 
would pray for him, and inftruét him in the mind of God; and 
David, though he was himfelf a prophet was glad of his affilt- 
ance. He advifed him to go into the land of Judah, ver. 5. 
as one that was confident of his own innocency,:and was well 
aflured of the divine proteétion ; and was defirous, even in his 
prefent hard circumftances, to do fome fervice to his tribe and 
country. 
decline the fuccours that would be offered hin. 


are the fleps of a good man ordered by the Lord. 


the prophet Gad, | 


Let him not be afhamed to own his own cauf¢, nor 
Animated - 
by this word, there he determined to appear publicly. Thus — 


6 | When Saul heard that David was difco- 


vered, and the men that were with him, (now 


Saul abode in Gibeah under a tree in Ramah, ~— 


haying his fpear in his hand, and all his fer- 
vants were ftanding about him.) 7 Then Saul 


faid unto his fervants that fteod about him, 


Hear now, ye Benjamites, Will the fon of Jefle _ 


give every one of you fields, and vineyatds, 
and make you all captains of thoufands, and 
captains of hundreds: 8 That all of you have 


Bonk 


with the fon of Jefle, and zhere zs none of you — 
that is forry for me, or fheweth unto me that — 


my fon hath ftirred up my fervant againft me, 


to.lie in wait, as at this day? 9 q,Then an- 


_fwered Doeg the Edomite, (which was fet over 
the fervants of Saul) and faid, I faw the fon of — 


and is honourable in thine houfe >’ : 
rete Pci Mayen eg oes En NA We 


Jeffe coming to Nob, to Ahimelech the fon of 
Ahitub. 


{word of Goliath the Philiftine. 1z Then the 


king fent to call Ahimelech the prieft, the fon 


of Ahitub, and all his father’s houfe, the priefts 
that were in Nob: and they came all of them 
to the king. 


12 And Saul faid, Here now, © 
thou fon of Ahitub: and he anfwered, Here I~ 
am, my lord. 13 And Saul faid unto him, — 


Why have ye confpired againft me, thou and 
the fon of Jeffe, in that thou haft given him ~ 
bread, and a {word, and haft inquired of God — 


for him, that he fhould rife againft me, to lie in. 


wait, as at this day? 14 Then Ahimelech an- 


{wered the king, and faid, And who is fo faith- ag 
‘ful among all thy. fervants, as David, which is ~ 


10 And he inquired of the Lorp for 
him: and gave him victuals, and gave him the — 


4 


the king’s fon-in-law, and goeth at thy bidding, — 


~ 


a 


to Did ft 


- 


_ than, ver. 7, 8. 
~ defirous to fee proved, that he might wreak -his malice upon 


ee | “aul 


then begin to inquire of God for-him? be it far 
from me: let not the king impute any thing 
unto his fervant, nor to all the houfe of my fa- 
ther: for thy fervant knew nothing of all this, 


lefs or more. 16 And the king faid, Thou fhalt - 


furely die, Ahimeléch, thou, and all thy father’s 
houfe. 17 ¢ And the king faid unto the foot- 
men that ftood about him, Turn and flay the 
priefts of the Lorn; becaufe their hand alfo is 
with David, and becaufe they knew when he 
fled, and did not fhew it tome. But the fer- 
vants of the king would not put forth their hand 
to fall upon the priefts of the Lorp. 18 And 
the king {aid to Doeg, ‘Turn thou and fall upon 
the priefis. And Doeg the Edomite turned, 
and he fell upon the priefts, and flew on that 
day fourfcore and five perfons that did wear a 
Jinen ephod. . 1g And Nob, the city of the 
priefts, {mote he with the edge of the fword, 
both men and women, children and fucklings, 
and oxen, and affes, and fheep, with the edge 
of the fword. : 


We have feen the progrefs of David’s troubles; now here 
we have the progrefs of Saul’s wickednefs. He feems to have 
Jaid afide the thoughts of all other bufinefs, and to have de- 
voted himfelf wholly to. the purfuit of David. He heard, at 
Tength, by the common fame of the country, that David was 
dijcovered, i. e. that he appeared publicly, and lifted men into 
his fervice; and hereupon called all his fervants about him, 
and fat down under a tree, or grove, in the high place at Gi- 
beah, with his {pear in his hand, for a fceptre, intimating the 


foree by which he defigned to rule, and the prefent temper of * 


his {pirit, or its diftemper rather, which was to kill all that 
{tood in his way. 

In this bloody court of inquifition, 

Firfl, Saul feeks for information againft David and Jona- 
Two things he was willing to fufpea, and 


two of the beft and moft excellent men he had about him. 
1.) That his fervant David did fie in wait for him and feek 
his life. which was utterly falfe. He really fought David’s 
life, and therefore pretended that David fought his life, though 
he could not charge him with. any ouvert act that gave the 
leaft umbrage of fufpicion. (2.) That his fon Jonathan ftir- 
ted him up to do fo, and was confederate with him in compaf- 
fing and imagining the death ofthe king. This alfo was noto- 
nioufly falfe. A league of friendfhip there was between David 
and Jonathan, but no confpiracy in any evil thing ; none of the 
articles of their covenant carried any mifchief to Saul. If Jona- 
than had agreed, after the death-of Saul, to refign to David, in 
compliance with the revealed will of God, what harm would 
that do to Saul? Yet thus the beft friends to their prince and 
country have oft been odioufly reprefented as enemies to both. 
Even Chrift himfelf was fo. He takes it for granted that 
Jonathan and David were ina plot againft him, bis crown and 


dignity, and is difpleafed with his fervants that they do not. 
_ give him information of it, fuppofing that they could not’ but 
_. know it; whereas really there was no fuch thing. 

- Mature of a jealous malice, and its arts of wheedling, to ex- 


See the 


tort difcoveries of things that are not, He looks upon all about 
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him as his enemies, becaufe they do not jult fay as he fuith, 
and tells them, (1.) ‘That they were very unwife, and acted 
again{t the intereft both of. their tribe (for they. were Benja- 
mites, and David, if he were advdnced, would bring the 
honour into Judah, which was now in Benjamin), and of 
their families ; for David would ‘never be able to pive them 
fuch rewards as he had for them, of fields and vineyards, and 
fuch_preferments, to be colonels ‘and captains, -(2,) That 
they were unfaithful ; You have confpired againf} me. What a 
continual tofs and torment are they in that give way to a {pirit 
of jealouly ! Lf a ruler hearken to lies, all his fervants are, 
wicked, Prov. xxix. 12. #. e. they feem to be fo in his eyes. 
(3-) That they were very unkind. He thought to work up- 
on their good nature with that word, There is none of you that 
is fo much as forry for me, or folicitous , for me, as fome read 
it. By thefe reafonings he ftirred them up to act vigoroufly, 
as the inftruments of his malice, that they might take away 
his fafpicions of them. 

-_ Secondly, Though he could not learn any thing from his 
fervants againft David or Jonathan, yet he got information 
from Doeg againft Ahimelech the prieft. : 

t. An indiétment is brought in againft Ahimelech by Doeg, 
and he himfelf is evidence again{t him, ver. g, 10. Perhaps 
Doeg, as bad as he was, had not given this information if 
Saul had not extorted it; for had he been very forward to it, 
he would have done it fooner; but now he thinks they mutt 
all be traitors, if none of them be accufers, and therefore tells 
Saul what kindnefs Ahimelech had fhewed to David, which 
he himfelf happened to be an eye-witnefs of. He had inguired 
of God for him, which the prieft ufed not to do but for public 
perfons and about public affairs, and that he had furnifhed him 
with bread and a fword. All this was true: but it was not 
the whole truth ; he ought to have told Saul further, that Dae 
vid had made Ahimelech believe he was then going upon the 
king’s bufinefs ; fo that what fervice he did to David, how- 
ever it proved, was defigned in honour to Saul, and this would 
have cleared Ahimelech, whom Saul had in his power, and 


would have thrown all the blame upon David, who was out of 


his reach, ; 

2. Ahimelech is feized, or rather fummoned to ‘appear be- 
fore the king, and upon this indi@ment he is arraigned. ‘The 
king fent for him and all the priefts that then attended the 
fanctuary, whom he fuppofed to be aiding and abetting 3 and 
they not being confcious of any guilt, and therefore not appre- 
henfive of any danger, came all of them to the king, ver. 11. 
and none of them attempting to make an efcape, or to flee to 
David for fhelter, as they would have done, now he had fet 
up his ftandard, if they had been as much in his interefts as 
Saul fufpeéted they were. Saul arraigns him himéelf with the 
utmoft difdain and indignation, ver. 12. Hear now, thou fon 
of Abitub; not fo much as calling him by his name, much lefs 
giving him his title of diftinétion. By this it appears be had 
caft off the fear of God, that he fhewed no refpect at all to’ 
his priefts, but took a pleafure in aifronting them, and in. 
fulting over. them. Ahimelech holds. up his hand at the. 
bar in thefe words, Here J~ am, my lord, ready to hear 
my charge, knowing I have done no wrong. He doth 
not demur tothe jurifdiaion of Saul’s court, nor infft 
upon, an exemption as a prieft 3 no, not though he were a 


_ high prieft, to which office that of the judge, or chief magi- 


ftrate, had not long fince been annexed : but Saul having now 


_ the fovereignty velted in him, in things pertaining to the king, 


even the high prieft fets himfelf on a level with common Ii. 
raelites: Let every foul be fubje (even clergymen) to the 

higher powers. “4 j 2 
3- His indictment is read to him, ver. 13. That he, as 
Rr : _ a falfe 


“\ 
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a falfe traitor, had joined himfelf with the fon of Jeffe, in a 
pot to depofe and murder the king. His defign (faith Saul) 
Wes to rife up againf me, and thou'didft affift him with vic- 
tuals and arms. See what ill con/truions the moft innocent 
actions are liable to ; how unfafe they’are that live under a ty- 
rannical government, and what reafon we have to be thankful 
for the happy. conftitution and adminiftration of the govern- 
ment, we are urder. 

4. To this indi@ment he pleads not guilty, ver. 
He owns the fat, but denies that he did it traitoroufly or ma- 
licioufly, or with any defign ‘again{t the king. He pleads, 
_ that he was fo far from knowing of any quarrel between Saul 

and Dévid, that he really took David to have been then as 
much in favour at court as ever he had been. Obferve, He 
doth not plead that David had told him an untruth, and with 
that had impofed upon him, though really it-was fo, becaufe 
he would not proclaim the weaknefs of fo good a man, no not 
for his own vindication, efpecially to Saul, who fought all oc- 
cafions againit him ; but he infilts upon the fettled reputation 
David had,. as the moft faithful of all the fervants of Saul ; 
the honour the king had put upon him in marrying his daugh- 
ter to him, and the ufe the king had often made of him,~ and 
the truft he had repofed in him ; he goes at thy bidding, and is 
honourable in thine houfe, and therefore any one would think 
it a meritorious piece of fervice to the crown to thew him re- 
fpect, fo far from apprehending it to be a crime. He pleads, 
that he had been wont to inquire of God for him, when he was 
fent by Saul upon any expedition, and did it now as innocent- 
ly as ever he had done it. “He protefts his abhorrence of the 
thought of being in a plot again{t the king, Be it far from me; 
Y mind my own bufinefs, and meddle not with {tate-matters. 
He begs the king’s favour. Let him not impute any crime to 
us; and concludes with a declaration of his innocency, Thy 
fervant knew nothing of all this. Could any man plead with 
more evidences of fincerity? Had he been tricd by a jury of 
honeft Ifraelites, he had certainly been acquitted; for who 
can find any fault in him ? But, 
5. Saul himfelf gives judgment againft him: ver. 16. Thou 
halt farely die, Ahimelech, asa rebel, thou, and all thy fa- 
ther’s houfe. What could’ be more unjult? J fae under the 
Jun, the place of judgment, that wickedne/s was there, Eccl. iii. 
16, (1.) It was unjuft that Saul fhould himfelf, himfelf a- 
Jone, give judgment in his own caufe, without any appeal ei- 
ther to a Ae or prophet, to his privy council, or to a council 
of war. (2.), That fo fair a plea thould be over-ruled and 
rejected without any reafon given, or any attempt to difprove 
the allegations of it, but purely with a high hand.. (3.) That 
fentence fhould be paffed fo hattily, and with fo much precipi- 
tation ; the judge taking no time himfelf to confider of it, hor 
~ allowing the prifoner any. time to move in arreft of judgment. 
(4.) That the fentence fhould be paffed, not only on Ahime- 
keh himfelf, who was the. only perfon accufed by Doeg, but on 


all his father’s houfe, againtt whom nothing was alledged. Mutt. 


the children be put to death for the fathers ? (5.) That the 
fentence was.pronounced in pafhon, not for the fupport of juf- 
tice, but for the gratification of his brutith rage., 


6. He iffues out a warrant (a verbal warrant only) for.the, 


" immediate execution of this bloody fentence, 


iff, He ordered his footmen.to. be the executioners of, this. 
Hereby he intended. to,, 


fentence, but they refufed, ver. i, 
put a further difgrace upon the priefts; they, may not die by 
the hands of his men of war, as 1 
miniflers of juftice, but his footmen, mult triumph over them, 
and wath their hands in their blood. (1.) Never was the 
command of a prince more barharoufly given: Turn and Slay 


the prigfis of ihe Lord, This.is fpoken with, fuch an air of. 


Soe Mea ~B ke” 
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Kings ii. 29. or his ufual, 


~comfert to them that they had the “altary and priefts to ferve™ 
~ : Yo ae 


oat 
% 


a 


impiety, as:can {carce be paralleled. Had he feemed to for- 
get their facred’ office, and relation to God, and taken no no- 
tice of that, it had intimated fome regret, that men of that 
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character fhould fall under his difpleafure; but to call them . 


the priefts of the Lord then, when he ordered his footmen to 
cut their throats, looked as if upon that very account he hated 


j them. God having reje€ted him, and ordered another to be a-. 


nointed in his room, he feems well pleafed with this opportu- 


| nity of being revenged on the priefts of the Lord, fince God 


himfelf was out of his reach. What wickedoefs will not the 
evil {pirit hurry men to, when he, gets the dominion ! He 
alledges, in his order, that which was utterly falfe, and un- 
proved to him, that they knew when David fled ;. whereas 
they knew nothing of the matter. But malice and murder are 
commonly fupported with lies. (2.) Never was the command 
of a prince more honourably difobeyed> The footmen. had. 
more fenfe and grace than their mafter. ‘Though they might 
expect to be turned out of their places, if not punifhed, and 
put to death, for their refufal, yet, come on them what would, 
they would not offer to fall upon the priefts of the Lord; fuch 
a reverence had they for their office, and fuch a convi@ion of 
their innocency. eae. 
2dly, He ordered Doeg (the accufer) to be the executioner 
and he did it. One would have thought, that the footmen’s . 
refufal fhould have awakened Saul’s conf{cience, and he fhould 


not have infifted upon the doing of a thing fo barbarous, as _ 


that his footmen ftartled at the thought of it. But his mind _ 
was blinded, and his heart hardened; and if they will not do. 
it, the hands of the witnefs fhall be upon them, Deut. xvii. 7. 
The mott bloody tyrants have found out inftruments of their 
cruelty, as barbarous as themfelves. Doeg is ne fooner com- 
manded to fall upon the priefts, but he doth it willingly enough . 
and, meeting with no refiftance, flays with his own hand, (for. 
ought appears), on that fame day, eighty-five priefts, that were 
of the age of miniftration, between twenty and fifty, for they » 
wore a linnen ephod, ver. 18, and, perhaps, appeared at this - 
time before Saul in their habits, and were flain in them. This 


(one would think) were enough to fatiate the moft blood-thir- _ 


{ty ; bat the herfeleech of perfecution {till cries, Give, gives. 
Doeg, by Saul’s order, no doubt, having murdered the priefts, . 
went to their city, Nob, and put all to the {word there, ver. 

1g. men, women, and children, and the cattle too. Barbarous. 


cruelty, and fuch’ as one cannot think of without horror\! 
_ Strange, that ever it fhould enter into the heart of man to be. 
| fo impious, fo unhumane!. We may fee in this, (1.) The def 


perate wickednefs of Saul, when the fpirit of the Lord was. 
departed from him. Nothing fo vile, but they may be hurried — 
to it, who have provoked God to give them up to their hearts” 
lufts.. He that was fo compafhonate as to {pare Apag, and’), 
‘the cattle of the Amalekites, in difobedience to the command» 
of God, could now, with unrelenting bowels, 
to them. 


For that fin God left him to thefe. (2.) The ac-- 


' complifhment of the threatenings long fince pronounced again{t.. 
the. houfe of Eli. for Ahimelech and his family were defcen- . 


dents from. him. Though Saul. was unrighteous in doing _ 


this, yet God was righteous in permitting it: now God per-.. 
formed. againtt Eli that at which the, ears .of them that heard. 
him, that he would judge : 


it muft needs tingle, as he had told 
bis houfeifor ever, chapwiii. 14,—13. 


No. word, of God . 
fhall fall to the ground, 


(3.) This may be confidered as a 


great judgment upon Ifrael, and the juft penifhment of their . 


defiring a king, before the time God intended them.one. How’ 


deplorable was the flate of religion at this time in Ifrael: 


fee the priefts .. 
of the Lord murdered, and nothing {pared of all that belonged: _ 


Though theark -had long been in obfeurity, yet it was. fome _ 


» 


r. 
ae 5 


+ his fuccefs, 
_ ahigh prieft too ; for he had an Urim to confalt. 
~ fed he preferred Ahitub, the father of Zadok, of the family of 
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at it: but now to fee their priefts weltering in their own blood; 
and the heirs of the priefthood too, and the city of the priefts 
made a defolation; fo that the altar of God muft needs be 
neglected for want of attendants ; and this by the unjuft and 
cruel order of their own king, to fatisfy his brutith rage; this 
could not but go to the heart of all pious [fraelites, and make 
them wifh a thoufand times they had been fatisfied in the-go- 
verament of Samuel, and his fons. ‘Fhe worft enemies of 
theif nation could not have done them a greater mifchief, 


20 FY And one of the fons of Ahimelech, the 
fon of Ahitub, named Abiathar, efcaped and 
fled after David. And Abiathar fhewed David, 
that Saul had flain the Lorn’s priefts. 22 And 
David faid unto Abiathar, I knew i¢ that day, 
when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he 
would furely tell Saul: I have occafioned the 
death of all the perfons of thy father’s houfe. 2 3 
Abide thou with me, fear not : for he that feeketh 
my life, feeketh thy life: but with me thou Joalt 

~be in fafeguard. 


Here is, 1. The efcape of Abiathar, the fon of Ahimelech, 
Out of the defolations of the priefts city. Probably, when his 


father went to appear upon Saul’s fummons, he was left at 


_ home to attend the altar, by which means he efcaped the firft . 


execution 5 and before Doeg and his blood-hounds came to 
Nob, he had intelligence of the danger, and had time to fhift 
for his own fafety. And Whether fhould he go but to Da- 
vid? ver. 20. ‘They that faffer for the fon of David, let 
them commit the keeping of their fouls to him, 1 Pet. iv, 19. 
2. David’s refentment of the melancholy tiding he brought. 
He gave David an account of the bloody work Saul had made 
among the priefts of the Lord, ver. 21,3 as the difciples of 
John, when their mafter was beheaded, vent and told Fefus, 
“ Matth. xiv. 12. And David greatly lamented the calamity 
itfelf, but efpecially his own being acceflory to it: J Aave oeca- 
Sioned the death of all the perfons of thy father’s houfe, ver. 22s 
Note, It is a great trouble to a good man, to find himfelf any 
Way an occafion of the calamities of the church and miniltry. 
David knew Doeg’s character fo well, that he feared he would 
do fome fuch mifchief as this, when he faw him at the fan@u- 
ary: I knew he cvould tell Saul, He calls him Doeg the E- 
domite, becaufe he retained the heart of an Edomite, though, 
by embracing the profeffion of the Jewith religion, he had put 
on the mafk of an Ifraelite. 
_ 3-,The proteétion he granted to Abiathar. He faw him 
in a mighty fright, as he had reafon to be ; and therefore bids 
_ him not fear; he would be as careful for him, as for himfelf : 
With me thou Shalt be in fafeguard, ver. 23. David, having 
- how time to recolle& himfelf, {peaks with aflurance of his own 
fafety, and promifeth, that whatfoever was his protection, Abi- 
athar fhould have the benefit of it. It is promifed to the fon 
of David, that God will hide him in the Soadow of his hand; 
Ha. xlix. 2. and with him all that are his may be fure, that 
they foall be in fafeguard, Pfal. xci. 1. David had now, not 
only a prophet, but a prieft, a high prieft, with him, to whom 
he was a blefling, and they to him, and both a happy omen of 
! ‘Yet it appears, by chap. xxviii. 6. that Saul had 
It is fuppo- 


Eleazar, 1 Chron. vi. 8. For even thofe that hate the pow- 
er of godlinefs, yet will not be without the form. It mult not 
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be forgotten here, that David at this time penned the 52d 
plalm, as appears by the title of that pfalm ; wherein he re- 
prefents Doeg not only as malicious and fpiteful, but as falfe 
and ‘deceitful, becaufe, though what he faid was, for the fub- 
ftance of it, true, yet he put falfe colours upon it, with a “de- 
fign to do mifchief: yet, even then, when the priefthood was 
become as a withered branch, he looks upon .himfelf as a 
green olive tree in the houfe of God, ver. 8- In this mighty 
hurry and diftra@ion that David was continually in, yet he 


found both time and a heart for communion with God, and 
found comfort in it. 


CU AD BS seit 


Saul having made him/elf drunk with the blood of the prieft's 
of the Lord, is here, in this chapter, feeking David's life; 
who appears here doing §00d, and fuffering tll at the Same 
time. Here is, 1. The Sood fervice he did to his Ring 

~ and country, in refeuing the city of Ketlah out of the hands 
of the Philiftines, yer. 1,—6. II. The dangers he was 
hereby brought into from the malice of the prince he fer 
ved, and the treachery of the city he faved; and his delj- 
verance, by divine direction, from that danger, ver. — 
13. IIL, David in a wood, and bis Sriend Fonathan vi- 
JSiting him there, and encouraging him, ver. 14,—18. IV. 
The information which the Ziphites brought to Saul of 
David?s haunts, and the expedition Saul made in purfuit of 
him, ver. 19,—25 V. The narrow feape David had of 
falling into his hands, ver. 26,29. Many are the 


troubles of the righteous, but the Lord delivereth them out 
of them all. 


HEN they told David, faying, . Behold, 
T the Philiftines fight againft Keilah, and 
they rob the threfhing-floors. 2 Therefore David 
inquired of the Lorp, faying, Shall I go, and {mite 
thefe Philiftines? And the Lorn faid unto Da.. 
vid, Go, and {mite the Philiftines, and fave 
Keilah. 3 And David’s men faid unto him, 
Behold, we be afraid here in Judah: how much 


more then if we come to Keilah again{t the ar- . 


mies ofthe Philiftines? 4 Then David inquired 
of the Lorn yet again. And the Lorp antwer= 
ed him, and faid, Arife, go down to Keilah; 
for I will deliver the Philiftines into thine hand. 
5 So David and his men went to Keilah, and 
fought with the Philiftines, and brought away 
their cattle, and {mote them with a great flaugh- , 
ter: fo David faved the inhabitants of Keilah. 


6 And it came to pafs when Abiathar the fon — 


of Ahimelech fled to David to Keilah, that he 
came down with an ephod in his hand. 


Now we find why the prophet Gad (by divine direétion, no 
doubt) orderéd David to 89 into the land of Judah, chap. xxit. 
5+ that, now Saul negleéted the public fafety, he might také 
care of it, notwithftanding the ill treatment that was given him; 
for he muft render good for evil, and therein he ‘a type of him, 
who pot only ventured his life, but laid down his life, for thent 
that were his enemies, 

1. Tidings are brought to David, as to the patron and pro- 
tector of his country’s liberties, that the Philiftines had madé 


) pais " ’ ade. 


\ 


316 1 


a defcent upon the city of Keilah, and plundered the country 
thereabouts, ver. 1. Probably, it was the departure both of 
God and David from Saul, that encouraged the Philiftines to 
make this incurfion. When princes begin to perfecute God’s 
people and minifters, let them expec no other but vexation on 
all fides. The way for any country to be quiet, is to let 
God’s church be quiet in it: but if Saul fight againft David, 
tle Phibftines fhall fight againft his country. 

2. Devil is forward enough to come in for their relief, but 
is willing to inquire of the Lord concerning it. Here is an 
inftance, (1.) OF David’s generofity and public-fpiritednefs. 
‘Though his head and hands were full of his own bufinefs, and 
he had enough to do, with that little force he had, to fecure 
himfelf, yet he was concerned for the fafety of his country, and 
could not fit ftill to fee that ravaged: nay, though Saul, whofe 
bufinefs it was to guard the borders. of his land, hated him and 
fought his life, yet he was willing, to the utmott of his power, 
to ferve him and his interefls againft the common enemy, and 
bravely abhorred the thought of factificing the common welfare 
to his private revenge.. - Thofe are unlike to David who ful- 


Jenly decline to do good, becaufe they have not been fo well 
confidered as they deferved, for the fervices they have done. 


(2.) Of David's piety and regard to God. He inquired of 
the Lord by the prophet Gad; for it fhould feem, by ver. 6. 
that Abiathar came not to him with the ephod, till he was in 
Keilah. His inquiry is, Shall J go and /mite thefe Philiflines ? 
He inquires both concerning the duty, whether he might law- 
fully take Saul’s work out of his hand, and aé& without a com- 


miflion from him? and concerning the event, whether he might — 


fafely venture again{t fuch a force as the Philiftines had, with 
fuch a handful of men at his feet, and fuch a dangerous enemy 
as Saul was at his back? It is our duty, and will be our eafe 
and comfort, whatever happens, to acknowledge God in all 
our ways, and to feek direGion from him. : 

3. God appointed him once and again to go againft the 
Philiftines, and promifed him fuccefs : Go, and fmite the Phi- 
hiflines, ver. 2. His men oppofed it, ver. 3. No fooner did 
he begin to have foldiers of his own, but he found it hard e- 
nough to manage them. They objected, that they had ene- 
mies enow among their own countrymen, they needed not 
anake the Philiftines their enemies. Their hearts failed them, 
when they only apprehended themfelves in danger from Saul’s 
purfuivants, much more when they came to engage the Phili- 
fine armies. To fatisfy them therefore, he inquired of the 


Lord again; and now received not only a full commiflion, . 


which would warrant him to fight, though he had no orders 
from Saul, rife, go down to Keilah, but a full affurance of 
victory, L will deliver the Philifines into thine’ hand, ver. 4. 


_ ‘This was enough to animate the greate(t coward he had in 


' \ and refcued Keilah, ver. 5. 


‘ 


_ his regiment. 


4. He went accordingly againft the Philiftines, routed them, 
And it fhould feem, he made a 
fally into the country of the Philiftines; for he carried off 


their cattle, by way of reprifal, for the wrong they did to the 


men of Keilah, in robbing their threfhing-floors. Here notice 
is taken, ver. 6. that it was while David remained in Keilah, 
after he had cleared it of the Philiftines, that Abiathar came 
to him with the ephod:in his hand, i.e. the high prieft’s e- 
phod, in which the Urim and Thummim was. ft was a great 
comfort to David in, his banifhment, that when he could not 
go to the houfe of God, he had fome of the choiceft treafures 


_of that, houfe brought to hun, the, high prielt, and his. breaft. 


plate of judgment. 


7°] And ‘it was told Saul that David was 
come to Keilah: and Saul faid, God hath de- 


Sa Me me ee , 


" livered him into mine hand ; for he is fhut in, 
by entering into a town that hath gates and , 
8 And Saul called all the people toge- ~ 


Chap. XXL 


bars, 
ther to war, to go down to Keilah, to befiege 
Dayid and his men. 9 {| And David knew 
that Saul fecretly practifed mifchief againtt 
him; and he faid to Abiathar the prieft, Bring 
hither the. ephod. 10 Then faid David, O 
Lorp God of Ifrael, thy fervant hath certainly 
heard that Saul feeketh to come to Keilah, to 
deftroy the city for my fake. 11 Will the men 
of Keilah deliver me up into his hand? will 
Saul come down as thy fervant hath heard ? O 
Lorp God of Ifrael, I befeech thee, tell thy 
fervant. And the Lorn faid, He will come 
down. 12 Then faid David, Will the men of 
Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand 
of Saul? and the Lorp faid, They will deliver 
thee up. 13 9 Then David and his men, 
which were about fix hundred, arofe and de- 


parted_out of Keilah, and went whitherfoever — 


they could go: and it was told Saul that Da-— 
vid was efcaped from Keilah, and he forbare 


to go forth. ake 


Here is, 1. Saul contriving within himfelf the. deflrudtion : 


of David: ver. 7, 8. He heard that he was come to Keilab. 


And did he not hear what brought him thither? Was it not — 
told him, that he had bravely relieved Keilah, and delivered 
it out of the hands of the Phililtines? Which, one would think, — 


fhould have put Saul upon confidering, what honour and dig- 
nity fhould be done to David for this. 


any fervice or kindnefs done him. Well might, David com- 
plain of his enemies, that they rewarded him evil for good » 
and that for his love, they were his adverfaries, Plal. xxxv. 
12. cix..4. Chrift was ufed thus bafely, John x. 32. Now. 


obferve, (1.) How Saul abufed the God of Lfrael, in making” Ls 
his providence to patronize and give countenance to his malix 


cious defigns; and from thence promifing himfelf fuccefs in 
them: God hath delivered them into my hand; as if ie, who- 


was rejected of God, were in this inftance owned and favour- — 


ed by him, and David infatuated. He vainly. triumphs before: 


gained one point. 
wicked device, left they exalt themfelves, 


fecures its fuccefs.’ (2.) How Saul abufed the Hrael.of God, 


in making them the fervants of bis malice againft David. He- 2 
called all the people together to war, and they muft with all. 
| {peed march to Keilah; pretending to oppofe the Philiftines, _ 


but intending to befiege David and his men ; concealing that - 
defign, for it is faid, ver. 9. he fecretly prattifed mifchief againft 


him. Miferable is that people whofe prince isa tyrant ; for. 
_ while fome are fufferers by his tyranny, others (whichisworfe), 


f 


‘are made fervants to it, and inftruments of it. 


; But, inftead of that, 
he catches at it as an opportunity of doing him a mifchieh — 
An ungrateful wretch he was, and for ever unworthy to have 


the victory, forgetting how oft he had had fairer advantages a- 
gainft David than he had now, and yet miffed his aim. He _ 
impioufly intitles God to his caufe, becaufe he thought he had. | 

Therefore David prays, Pfal. cxl. 8. 

Grant not, O Lord, the defires of the wicked, further not his. 

We muft not think: — 
one {miling providence, either juftifies an unrighteous caufe, or: 


“ey 


- 


Bi 


2. Dayid confulting with God concerning his own prefervae oe 


tiod. _ 
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tion. He knew, by the informations brought him, that Saul 
was plotting his ruin, ver. 9.; and: therefore applies himfelf to 
his great protedtor for direétion. No fooner is the ephod 
brought him, but he makes ufe of it: Bring hither the ephod. 
We have the feriptures, thofe lively oracles, in our hands, let 
us take advice from them in doubtful cafés: Bring hither the 
Bible. David’s addrefs to God upon this occafion, is, (1.) 
Very folemn and reverent. Twice he calls God the Lord God 
of Ifrael, and thrice calls himfelf pis Jervant, Ver. 10, 11. 
Thofe that addrefs to God, muft know their diftancé, and 
who they are {peaking to. (2.) Very particular and exprefs, 
His reprefentation of the cafe is fo, ver. 10. “Thy fervant has 
certainly heard by very good hands, (for he would not call for 
the ephod upon every idle rumour), that Saul has a defign up- 
on Keilah : he doth not fay, to deftroy me, but to deftroy the 
city (as he had lately done the city of Nob) for my fake. 
He feems more folicitous for their fafety than for his.own ; 
and will expofe himfelf any where, rather than they fhall be 
brought into trouble by his being among them. Generous 
fouls are thus minded. His queries upon the cafe are likewife 
‘very particular. God allows us to be fo in our addrefles to 
him; Lord, dire& nie in this matter, about which I am=now 
at a lofs. He doth indeed invert the due order of his queries ; 
but, God, in his anfwer, puts him into method. That quef- 
tion fhould have been put firft, and was firft anfwered, Will 
Saul come down, as thy fervant has heard? Yea, faith the ora- 
cle, he! will come down; he has refolved it, is preparing for it, 
and will do it, unlefs he hear that thou baf{t quitted the town. 
Well, but if he do come down, will the men of Keilah ttand 
by me, in holding the city againft him? or will they open him 
the gates, and deliver me into his hand? If he had afled the 
men (i.e the magiftrates or elders) of Keilah  themfelves, 
what they would do in that cafe ; they could not have told 
him, not knowing their own minds, nor what they fhould do 
avhen it came to the trial, much lefg which way the major vote 
of their council would carry it ; or they might have told him 
they would protect him, and yet'afterwards have betrayed him: 
but God could tell him infaihbly. When Saul befieges* their 
city, and demands of them. that they furrender thee into his 
hands ; how fond foever they now feem of thee as their favi- 
our, they will deliver thee up, rather than ftand the fhock of 
Saul’s fury. Note, (1.) God knows all men better than they 
know themfelves ; knows their length, their {trength, what is 
in them, and what they will do, if they come into fach and 
fuch citcumftances.. (2.) He therefore knows not only what: 
will be, but what would be, if it were not prevented ; and: 
therefore knows how to deliver the godly out of temptation, 
and how to render to every man according to his works. 


David, having thas fair notice given him of his danger, quit- . 


ted Keilah, ver. 13. His followers were now increafed in: 
number to fix hundred: with thefe he went out, not knowing 
whither.he went :. but refolving to follow Providence, and’ put 
himfelf under its proteétion.: ‘This broke Saul’s meafures: he 
thought God had delivered him into his hand 3: but it proved,, 
that God delivered him out of his hand; as-a bird out of the 


- fare of the fowler... When Saul heard that David was efca-- 


ped from Keilah, he forbare to go forth with the- body of the: 
army, as he intended, ver. 8. and refolyed to take only his.own: 
’ guards, and go in queft of him. 
defign, of his people’s. enemies, and turn their counfels head- 


long. B 


14 And David abode: in: the: wildefnefé in: 
’ ftrong holds, and remained in a mountain in. 
the wildernefs of Ziph: and Saul fought him 
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Thus. doth God baffle the: 


oe 


every day, but God delivered him not into hig 
hand. 15 And David faw that Saul was come 
out to teek his life: and David was in the wil- 
dernefs of Ziph in a wood. 16 And Jonathan 
Saul’s fon arofe, and went>to David into the 
wood, and ftrengthened his hand in God. EZ 
And he faid unto him, Fear not: for the hand 
of Saul my father fhall not find thee, and thou 
fhall be king over Ifrael, and I fhall be next 
unto thee; and that alfo Saul my father know- 
eth. 18 And they two made a covenant before 
the. Lorp: and David abode in the wood, and. 
Jonathan went to his houfe. 


Here is, 1. David abfconding. He abode in a wilderne/s;, 
in a mountain, ver. 14.5 in a@ wood, ver. 15. We mutt here,. 
(1.) Commend his eminent virtues his humility, modetty, fi- 
delity to his prince, and patient attendance on the providence’ 
of his God ; that he did not draw up his forces again{t Saul, 
fight him in the field, or furprife him by fome ftratagem: or o 
ther, and fo avenge his own quarrel, and that of the Lord?s. 
priefts upon him, and put anend:to his own troubles, and the 
calamities of the country, under his tyrannical government :' 
No; he makes no fach ‘attempt ; keeps God’s way, waits’. 
God’s time, and is content to {ecure himfelf in Woods and 
wilderneffes, though, with fome it might’ feem a reproach to: 
that courage for which he had’ been famous. But, (2.) We: 
mutt alfo lament his hard fate, that an innocent man fhou'd b= 
thus terrified, and put in fear of his life; thata man of honour’. 
fhould be thus difgraced ; a man of merit thus recompenfed’ _ 
for his fervices : and a man that delighted in the fervice both 


| of God and his country, fhould be debarred from both, and: 


Wrapt up'in obfcurity.. What. hall we fay to- this? Let it = 
make us think the worfe of this world, which of gives fuchy 
bad treatment to its beft'men:. let it reconcile even great and 
active men to privacy and reftraint, if Providence makes that. 
their lot, for it was David’s: and let it make us long for that: 
kingdom, where goodnefs fhall for ever be in glory, and holi-- - 
nefs in honour, and. the righteous fhall fhine as. the. fun, which, ~” 
cannot be put under a bufhel.. rads, pete 
2. Saul hunting him as his implacable enemy-. He fought: 
him every day, fo reftlefs was his malice, ver. 14+ Fe fought’ 
his life no lefs, fo cruel. was his malice, ‘ver,. 15.- As it hadi- 
been from the beginning, it was: now,.and will be: Ale that is 
born afier the fic/b, perfecuteth him that is born Gfler the /pirit,. 
al. iv. 29. : “ 
3. God defending him, as his powerful'proteftor. God de-- 


) Fivered him not into his hand, as Saul hoped, ver. 7.3-and un- 


lefs God had delivered him into his hand,.he could’ not prevail: 
againft him, John xix. 11. * 

4. Jonathan.comforting him as: his faithful’ and: conttant: 
friend. True lovers *will find’ out means to. get together. 
David, it is likely, appointed time and place for this interview,, 
and Jonathan obferved it, though he expofed himfelf by it to. 
his. father’s difpleafure ; and, had. it been. difcovered, . might. 
have coft him his life. True friendfhip.will not ftick at. dan-- 
ger, but can-eafily venture ; will not flick at condefeenfion, , 


| but can eafily {toop, and exchange a:palace for a:wood, to ferve: 
_afriend.., The very fight of Jonathan was reviving to David :: 


but befides that, he faid that to. him:which was very: encouras: 


"ging. 


tf, As a‘pious friend, he direéted him to God; the foun-- 
dation of his confidence, and ‘the fountain of his comfort. He: 
{trengthened his hand in God. David, though a {trong belie-. 


very, 


v 


- 


8 Tj 


31 


yer, needed the help of his friends, for the perfecting of what 
was lacking in his faith: and herein Jonathan was helpful to 


him, by minding him of the promife of God, the holy oil where- - 


with he was anointed, the prefence of God with him hitherto, 
and the many experiences he had had of God’s goodnefs to 
him. ‘Thus he f{trengthened his hands for action, by encoura- 
ging his heart, not in the creature, but in God. Jonathan was 
not in a capacity of doing any thing to ftrengthen him ; “but he 
affured him God would. 
2dly, Asa felf-denying friend, he takes a pleafure in the 
profpeét of David’s advancement to that honour which was his 
birth-right, ver. 17. ‘Thou {halt live to be king, and I fhall 
think it preferment enough to be next thee, near thee, though 
under thee, and will never pretend to be a rival with thee. 
‘This refignation which Jonathan made to David of his title, 
would be a great fatisfaétion to him, and make his way much 
the more clear. This, he tells him, Saul knew very well: 
Jonathan having fometimes heard him fay as much. Whence 
- it appears, what-a wicked man Saul was, to perfecute one whom 
God favoured ; and what a foolifh man he was, in thinking to 
prevent that. which God had determined, and which would cer- 
tainly come to pafs. . How could he difannul what God had 
_purpofed ? é 


3dly, As a-conftant friend, he renewed his league of friend-— 


fhip with him. ‘They.two made a covenant now, this third 
-time, before the Lord, calling him to witnefs to it, ver. 18. 
True love takes delight in repeating its engagements, giving and 
- receiving frefh affurances of the firmnefs of the friendfhip. Our 
. covenant .with God fhould be oft renewed, and therein our 
. communion with him kept up. David and Jonathan now part- 
ed, and never came together again, that we find in this world; 
~for Jonathan faid what he’wifhed, not what he had ground to 


~ expect, when he promifed himfelf, that he fhould be next David 


+ in his kingdom. 


19 4 Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to 


-Gibeah, faying, Doth not David hide himfelf | 
-with us in ftrong holds in the wood, in the hill 


-of Hachilah, which is on the fouth of Jefhi- 


“mon? 20 Now therefore, O king, come down 


_according to all the defire of thy foul to come 
down, and our part /ball be to deliver him in- 
to the king’s hand. 21 And Saul faid, Blefled 
be ye of the Lorn; for ye have compaflion on 
me. 22 Go, I pray you, prepare yet, and know 
‘and fee his place where his haunt ts, and who 
hath feen him there: for it is told me that he 
dealeth very fubtilly. 23 See therefore, and 
take knowledge of all the lurking-plaves where 


he hideth himfelf, and come ye agam to me 


with the certainty, and I will go with you: and 
it fhall come to pafs, if he be in the land, that I 


willfearch him out throughout all the thoufands 
24 And they arofe, and went to 


of Judah. 
Liph before Saul: but David and his men were 


in the wildernefs of Maon, in the plain on the 
. fouth of Jefhimon. 
went to feek ‘him; and they told David: 


25, saul alfo and his men 


‘wherefore he came down into a rock, and a- 
bode in the wildernefs of Maon: and when 


Saul heard that, he’ purfued after David in the 
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| needed no man’s compaflion. 
| concern that the generality of his people fhewed for Kim: You — 
| have compaffion on me, which others have not. Saul gives 
| them in{truétions to fearch more particularly for his haunts, ver. 

| 22. for (faith he) [hear he deals: very fubtilly, reprefenting 


Chap. XXII. 


wildernefs of Maon. 26 And Saul went on this 
fide of the mountain, and David and his men 
‘on that fide of the mountain: and David made 
hafte to get away for fear of Saul; for Saul and 
Ais men compafled David and his men round a- 
bout to take them. 27 § But there came a 
meffenger unto Saul, faying, Hafte thee, and 
come; for the Philiftines have invaded the 
land. 28 Wherefore Saul returned from pur- 
fuing after David, and went againft the Phili- 
{tines: therefore they called that place Sela- 
Hammah-lekoth. 29 { And David went up . 
from thence, and dwelt in ftrong holds at En- 
gedi. Ris 


Here, 1. The Ziphites offer their fervice to Saul, to betray 
David to him, ver. 19, 29. He was fheltering himfelf in the - 
wildernefs of Ziph, ver. 14, 1§.3 putting the more confidence 
in the people of that country, becaufe they were of his own 
tribe. And they had reafon to think themfelves happy, that 
they had an opportunity of ferving one that was the ornament 
of their tribe, and was likely to be much more fo ; that was- 
fo far from plundering the country, or giving it any difturbance — 
with his troops, that he was ready to protect it, and do them 
all the'good offices that there was occafion for. But, to in- 


| gratiate themfelves with Saul, they went to him, and not only 


informed him very particularly where David quartered, ver. 19. 
but invited him to come with’ his forces into their country in 
purfuit of him, and promifed to deliver him into his‘hand, ver. 
20. Saul had not fent to examine or threaten them ; but of 


their own accord, and even without afking a reward, (as Judas 
| did, What will ye give me?) they proffer to betray David to 


him, who they knew thirfted after his blood.: i 
. 2. Saul thankfully receives their information, and. gladly lays 5 
hold on the opportunity of hunting David in their’ wildernefs, 
in hopes to make a prey of him at length. He intimates to. 


| them how kindly he took it, ver. 21. Blefed be ye of the Lord, 


(fo near is God to his mouth, though far from his reins); for . 
ye have compaffion on me. It feems he looked upon himfelf as 


|} a miferable man, and an objeét of pity: his own envy and ill- 


nature made him fo, elfe he might have been eafy, and have 
He likewife infinuates the little 


him as a man crafty to do mifchief; whereas all his fubtilty ~ 
was to fecure himfelf. It was ftrange he did not go down 


_ with them immediately ; but he hoped, by their means, to fet 


his game with the more certainty: and thus divine providence 
gave David time to fhift for bimfelf. But the Ziphites had 
laid their {pies upon all the places where he was likely to be 
difcovered ; and therefore Saul might come and catch him; if, 
he were in the land; ver! 23. Now he thought himfelf fore 


_ of his prey, and was pleafed with the thoughts of devouring 


it. B23 Laie $j te : 
3+ The imminent peril that David was now brought intoy 
Upon intelligence that the Ziphites had betrayed him, he reti- 


.red from the hill of Hachilah to the wildernefs of Maon, ver, 


24. And at this time he peaned the 54th pfalm, as appears. 
by the title, wherein he calls the ‘Ziphites rangers, 3 thong " 
oO LRN 


_ they were Iftaclites,. becaufe they ufed him Barbaroufly ; but > 


puts himfelf under the divine protection; Behold, God is my — 


\ 
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helper, and then all fhall be well. Saul, having got the fcent 


_ of him, purfued him clofely, ver. 2. till he came fo near him, 
‘that there was but a mountain between them, ver. 26. David 


and his men en one fide of the mountain flying, and Saul and 
his men on the other fide purfuing ; David in fear, and Saul 
in hope. But this mountaia was an emblem of the divine pro- 
vidence coming between David and the deitroyer, like the pil 
lar of cloud between the Ifraelites. and the Egyptians ; David 
was concealed by this mountain, and Saal. confounded by it. 
David now frees as a bird to his mountain, Pfal. xi. 1.-and finds 
God to him as the fhadow of a great rock. Saul hoped, with 
his numerous forces, to inclofe David, and compafs him in, 
and his men ;sbut the ground did not prove convenient for his: 
defigny: and fo it failed. A new name was given to the place 
in remembrance ‘of this, ver. 23. Selah-Hammalelekoth, the rock 
of divifion, becaufe it divided between Saul and David. 


4. The deliverance of David out of this danger. Providence. 


gave Saul a diverfion, when he was juft ready to Jay hold on 
David. Notice was brought him that the Philiftines were ins 
vading the land, ver. 27, probably that part of the land where 
his own eftate Jay, which would be {eized; or at leaft fpoiled, 
by the invaders: for the little notice he took of Keilah’s di- 
ftrefs, and David’s relief of it, in the beginning.of this chap- 
ter, gives us caufe to fufpe&t, that he. would not now bave left 


purfuing David, and gone to oppofe the Philiftines, if fome: 
_ Private interefts of his own had not lain at {take. 


However 
it was, he found himfelf under a neceffity of going againft the 


Philiffines, ver. 28, and by this means David was delivered, . 


when he was on the brink of deftru@ion 3 Saul was difappoint- 
ed of his prey, and God was. glorified, as his wonderful pro- 
tedor. ’ When the Philiftines invaded the land, they were, far 
from intending any kindnefs to David by its yet the over-ruling 


providence of God, which orders all events, and the times of. 


them, made it very férviceable to him. The wifdom of God 
is never at a lof¥ for ways and means to preferve his people.. 
As this Saul here was diverted, fo another Saul was converted, 
juft then when: he was breathing out threatenings and flaughter 
againf? the faints of the Lord, & &s ix, 1. 

Lajily, Dayid being thus efcaped, took fhelter in fome natu. 
ral fortreffes, which he found in the wildernefs. of En-gedi, ver. 
29. And this, Dr Lightfoot thinks, was. the wildernefs of 


. Judah, in which David was when he penned the 63d. pfaln, 


which breathes as much of pious and devout: affection as almott 
any of his pfalms.; for, m all ‘places, and_in all conditions, he 
{till kept up bis communion with God.- 
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Cc ; 
We have hitherto had Saul Seeking an opportunity to deftroy-Da-: 


wid, and, to his fhame, he could never find it. Ln this chapter 


-. David had a fair opportunity to dellroy Sauly and, to his hom 
nour, he didnot make ufe of 3 and his Sparing Saul’s life. 


| Was as.great an infance of God’s.grace-in him, as the prefers. 


ving of his own life was of Gods providence over him. Ob=. 
Serve, I. How malicioufly. Saul Sought David’s life, ver. 1, — 


EARS § @ How generoufly David Saved Saul’s. life, when he 
had him at advantage, and only cut of the feirt of his. robes 


wer. 3,—8. III. How. pathetically be reafoned with Sail, 


upon. this, to bring him to a better temper towards him, ver. 
9-15. LV. The good impreffion this made upon, Saul for. 
the prefertts Ver, 16 yn 220: BS 


| ee came to pafs when Saul was return- 


_ ed from following the Philiftines, that it 


har ts 


was told him, faying, Behold, -Dayid is in the 


wildernefs of En-gedi, 2 Then Stel took three 
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thoufand chofen men out of all Ifrael, and went 
to feek David and his. men upon the rocks of ' 
the wild goats.. 3 And he came to the fheep- 
cotes by the way, where was a cave, and Saul 


«went in to cover his feet: and David and his 


men remained in the fides of the cave. 4 And 

the men of David {aid unto him, Behold the 

day of which the Lorn faid unto thee, Behold, 

I will deliver thine chemy into thine hand, 

that thou maytt do to him as it {hall fem good: 
unto thee. Then bavid arofe, and cut off the 

{kirt of Saul’s robe privily. 5 And it came to 

pals afterward, that’ David’s heart fmote him, 

becauie he had cut off Saul’s fkirt. 6 And he 

faid unto his mien, The Lorp forbid, that 

fhould do this thing unto my mafter the Lorp’s 

anomted, to ftretch forth mine hand againtt 

him, feeing he is.the anointed of the Lor. 

7.50 David {tayed his fervants with thefe words,* 
and fuffered them. not to rife again{t Saul: but. 
Saul rofe up out of the cave, and went on bis 

way. 8 David alfo arofe afterward, and went 

out of the cave, and cried after Saul, laying, 

My lord the king. And when Saul looked be- 

hind him, David ftooped with his face to the 

earth, and bowed himfelf, 


Here, 1. Saul renews his purfuit of David, -ver. ¥,, 2: «Now 


fooner is he come home fafe from chafing the, Philiftines, in ~ 


which, it fhould feem, he had good fuccefs, but he inquires af- 
ter David to do him a mifchief,. and refolves to have another 
puth at him, as if he had been delivered to do all thefe abominam 
tions, Jer. vil. 10. By the frequent incurfions of. the Philj« 
{tines, he. might have feen how neceflary it was to recal Daye’. 
vid from -his banithment, and’ reftore him to his place in the ~ 
army again; but fo far is. he from that, . that: now more than -. 
ever he is exafperated again{t him ; and, hearing that he is iz » 
the wilderne[s of En-gedi, he. draws out three thoufand: choice 
men, and goes with. them at his feet in purduit of him, wpon the 
rocks of the wild goats,.where one would think David thould. 


_ not be envied an habitation, nor Saul be defirous to difturb 


hiny; for what-harm could he fear from-ene who was.no bet- _ 
ter accommodated >? But itis not enough to: Saul that he is 
thus cooped up he cannot be.eafy while he is alive. 

2. Providence brings Saul alone into. the fame cave wherein » 
David and: his men had hid-themfelves, ver. 3- In-thofe coun- 
tries there were very large caves, in the fides of the rocks or. 
mountains, partly natural, but probably much enlarged by art, _ 
for the theltering of. fheep from the heat. of the funs Hence © 
we. read. of places where the focks. did reft at noon, Cant. i. 7, 


‘and. this cave feems to be {fpoken of -as one. of the theep-cotes, - 


In ‘the fides of this’ cave. David and his men remained ; per- 
haps.not all his men, the whole fix hundred,:but only fome few ~ 
ofhis particular friends, the reft being difpofed of in other the 
like retirements. Saul pafling by, turned in himfelf alone, not - 
in fearch of David, (for; fuppofing him to be an.afpiring ame 
bitious Jan, he thought to find:him rather climbing with the —- 
wild goats upon the rocks; than retiring with the fheép into a 
cave), but thither he.turned ‘afide to cover bis feet; ive, ta fleep ~ 
2 while, it being a cool and quiet. place, and very refrefhing in 
the heat of the days Probably he ordered his attendants to - 
; Marclye» 


, . in hi3 power to have killed him, ver. 11. yet, becaufe it was 
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march before, referving only a very few to wait for him at the 
mouth of the cave. Some, by the covering of the feet, under- 
ftand the eafing of nature, and think that was Saul’s errand in- 
to the cave: but the former is more probable. 

3. David's fervants ftir him up to kill Saul, now he had fo 

fair an opportunity to do it, ver. 4. They mind him that thist ” 
was the day which he had long looked for, and of which God 
had fpoken to him in general when he was anointed to the 
kingdom, which fhould pat a period to his troubles, and open 
the paffage to his advancement. Saul now lay at his mercy, 
and it was eafy to imagine how little mercy he fhould find with 
Saul, and therefore what little reafon he had to fhew mercy to 
him, By all means (fay his fervants) give him the fatal blow 
now. See how apt we are to mifunderftand, (1.) The pro- 
mifes of God. God had affured David he would deliver him 
from Saul, and his men interpret that as a warrant to deftroy 
Saul. (2.) The providences of God. Becaufe it was now 
in his power to kill him, they concluded he might lawfully 
do it. ; 

4. David cut off the feirt of his robe; but foon repented that 
he had done that: His heart mote him for it, vers 5. Though it 
did Saul no real hurt, and ferved David for a proof that it was 


an affront to Saul’s royal dignity, he wifhed he had not done 
it. Note, It is a good thing to have a heart within us, {mi- 
ting us for fins that feem little ; it isa fign confcience is awake 
and tender, and will be a means to prevent greater fins. 

5. He reafons ftrongly, both with hirafelf and with his fer- 
vants, again{t doing Saul any hurt. (1) He reafons with him- 
felf, ver. 6. The Lord forbid that I foould do this thing. Note, 
Sin is a thing which it becomes us to ftartle at, and to refilt 
the temptations to, not only with refohition, but with a holy 
indignation. He confiders Saul now, not as his enemy, and. 
the only perfon that {tood in the way of his preferment, (for 
then he would be induced to hearken to the temptation), but 
as God’s anointed, 7. ¢. the perfon whom God had appointed 

to reign as long as he lived, and who, as fuch, was under. the 
-particular protection of the divine law; and as his malter, 
_ to whom he was obliged to be faithful. Let fervants and fub- 
jets learn hence to be dutiful and loyal, whatever hardfhips 
are put upon them, 1 Pet. ti. 18. (2.) He reafons with his 
fervants: He fuffered them not to rife againfi Saul, ver. 7. He. 
would not only not do this ill thing himfelf, but he would not 
faffer thofe about him to do it. Thus did he render good for 
evil to him, from whom he had received evil for good; and. 
was herein both a type of Chrift, who faved his perfecutors, 
and an ¢xample to all Chriflians, not to be overcome of evil, 
but to overcome evil with good. 

6: He follows Saul out of the cave; and though he would 
not take the opportunity to flay him, yet he wifely took the 
opportunity, if poffible, to flay his enmity, by convincing him 
that he was not fuch a man as he took him for. (1.) Even 
in fhewing his head, now he teftified that he had an honour- 
able opinion of Saul. He had too much reafon to believe, that, 
let him fay what he would, Saul would immediately be the death 
of him as foon as he faw him ; and yet he bravely lays afide that 
jealoufy, and thinks Saul fo much a man of fenfe as to hear his 
reafoning, when he had fo much to fay in his own vindication, 
and fach  frefh and. fenfible proofs to give of his own integrity. 
(2.) His, behaviour, as very refpeétful : He flooped with his 
face to the earth, and bowed himfelf; giving honcur to whom 

“honour was due, and teaching us to order ourfelwes lowly and 
reverently to all our betters, cven to thofe that have been moft 
_ injurious to us. RI et. 


9 § And David 


{ 


ARO ee es 


- great deal of wrong 


neither evil nor tran{greffion in my hand, ver. 11 


| huntefl my foul, i, e. my life. 
that David penned the 7th pfalm, concerning bie 


faid to Saul, Wherefore hear- 


eft thou mens words, faying, Behold, David 
feeketh thy hurt? ro Behold, this day thine 
eyes have feen, how that the Loxb hath deli- 
yered thee to-day into mine hand in the cave: 
and fame bade me kill thee, but mine eye {pa- 
red thee, and I faid, I will not put forth mine 
hand againft my lord ; for he 7s the- Lorp’s a- 
nointed, 11 Moreover, my father, fee, yea, fee 
the {kirt of thy robe in my hand: for in that 
lcut off the fkirtiof thy robe, and killed thee 
not; know thou and fee, that chere is neither 
evil nor tranfgreffion in mine hand, and I have 
not finned againft thee; yet thou hunteft my 
foul to take it. 12 The Lorp judge between 
mé and thee, and the Lorp avenge me of thee: 
but mine hand fhall not be upon thee, 13 As 
faith the proverb of the ancients, Wickednefs 


proceedeth from the wicked: but mine hand. - 


fhall not be upon thee. 14 After whom is the 
king of Ifrael come out? after whom doft thou 
purfue? after a dead dog, after a flea? 15 The 


- Lorp therefore be judge, and judg¢ between 


me and thee, and fee, and plead my caule, and 
deliver me out of thine-hand. 2-0 5» ts 


We have here David’s warm and pathetical fpeech to Saul, 
wherein he endeavours to convince him, that he did him a 
him therefore to be reconciled. z 

1. He calls him father, ver. 11. for he was not only, as. 
king, the father of his country, but he was, in particular, his 
father-in-law, From.a father one may expeét compaflion, and 
a favourable opinion. For a prince to feek the ruin of-any of 
of his own children. Berke Os : igs 

2. He lays the blame of his rage againft him upon his evil 
counfellors: Wherefore heare/t thou mens words? vers Q-_ It 


to charge it upon thofe about them, who either advifed them 
to it, or fhould have advifed them againft it. David had rea- 
fon enough to think that Saul perfecuted him purely from his’ 


put him on to do it, and made him believe that David was 
his enemy,’ and fought his hurt. 


courts of thofe princes that encourage them, and give ear to 


as enemies to Cefar, and hurtful to kings and princes, that 
being thus dreffed up in bear-fkins they may be baited. 

- 3, He folemnly protefts his own. innocency, and that he 
was far from defignirg any hurt or mifchief to Saul. There is 


i 


| 1. L have not finned a- 
gainft thee, (however I have finned againft God) 5. yet thow 
Perhaps it was about this time 
! bufnels of 
Cuth the Benjamite, i.e. Saul as fome think, w n he ap- 


a 


-parenthelis 


4 


in perfecuting him thus, and to perfuade 


his good fubjedts, is as unnatural as for a father to feek the ruin ~ 
is a piece of refpect owing to crowned heads, if they do amifs, 


own envy and malice; yet he decently fuppofeth, that others 


Satan, the great accufer of - 
the brethren; has his agents in all places, and particularly in the — 


them, who make it their bufinefs to reprefent the people of God — 


eeabanrcnot + 
7 is Oe a . A Ls "> 
chargeable with any crime, nor confcious of any guilt; and, 
had [a window in my breaft, thou mighteft through it fee the 
- fincerity of my heart in this proteftation, J Aa 


peals to God, yer. 3,—5. Jf there be iniquity in my | nds y 
then let the enemy perfecute my foul, and take i; and puts in a 


"* 


- ‘Chap. XRLY. ‘eet é 


‘> 


_mid{t of the greateft 


dog; a fica; one flea; fo it is in the Hebrew. 


arenthefis with reference to the ftory of this chapter, Yea, J 
as delivered him that without caufe is mine enemy. 

4. He produceth undeniable evidence to prove the falfenefs 
of the fuggeftion upon which Saul’s malice again{t him was 
grounded. David was charged with feeking Saul's hurt: Sve, 
(faith he), yea, fee the fhirt of thy robe, ver, 11. let this be a 
witnefs for me, and an unexceptionable witnefs it is. Had 
that been true which Iam accufed-of, I had now had thy head 
in my hand, and not the flart of thy robe; for I could as ea- 
fily have cut off that as this. To corroborate this evidence, 
he fhews him, (1.) That God’s providence had given’ him 
opportunity to do it. The Lord delivered thee, very {urprifing- 
\y, to-day into mine hand; whence many a one would have ga- 
thered an intimation, that it was the will of God he thould 
now give the determining blow to him, whofe neck lay fo fair 
for it. When Saul had but a very fmall advantage again{t 
David, he cried out, God has delivered bim into my hand, chap. 
xxili. 7. and refolved to make the beft of that advantage ; but 
David did not fo, (2.) That his counfellors, and thofe about 
him, had earneftly put him onto do it. Some bade me bill thee. 
He had blamed Saul for hearkening to mens words, and jut. 
ly; for (faith he) if I had done fo, thou hadit not been alive 
now. (3.) That it was upon a good principle that he refufed 
to do it; not becaufe his-attendants were at hand, who, it may 
be, would have revenged his death: no; it was not by the 
fear of them, but by the fear of God, that he was reftrained 
from it: He is my lord, and the Lord’s anointed, whom I 
Ought to protect, and to whom I owe faith and allegiance ; 
and therefore 1 faid 1 will not touch a hair of his head. Such 
a happy command he had of himfelf, that his nature, in the 
provocation, was not fuffered to rebel a- 
gainft his principles. ‘ , 

. 5. He declares it his fixed refolution never to be his own 
avenger. The Lord avenge me of thee, i. e. deliver me out of 
thy hand; but, whatever comes of it, my hand Joall not be up- 
on thee, ver. 53. and again, ver. 14, for the proverb of the an- 
cients faith, Wickedne/s proceedeth from the wicked. The wit- 
dom of the ancients is tranfmitted to pofterity by their prover- 
bial fayings. Many fuch we receive by tradition from our fa- 
thers, and the counfels of common’ perfons are very much di- 
reéted by this, as the old faying is. Here is one that was in 
ufe in David's time, Wickedne/s proceedeth from the wicked, 1. e. 
(1.) Mens own iniquity will ruin them at la(t: fo fome under- 
ftand it. Froward furious men will cut their own throats with 
their own knives. Give them rope enough, and they will hang 
themfelves. In this fenfe it comes in very fitly as a reafon 
why his hand fhould not be upon-him. (2.) Ill men will do 
ili things. According as mens principles and difpofitions are, 


accordingly will their actions be ; and this alfo fuits very well 


here. If David had been a wicked man, as he was reprefent- 
ed, he would ‘have done this thing; but he durft not becaufe 
‘of the fear of God. Or thus: Whatever injuries ill men do 
us, (which we are not to wonder at; he that lies among thorns 
matt expect to be fcratched), yet we muft not return them : 
never render railing for railing. Though qwickedne/s proceed 
Jrom the wicked, yet let it not therefore proceed from us by way 
of retaliation. ‘Though the dog bark at the fheep, the fheep 
doth not bark at the dog. See Ifa. xxxii. 6,—8. 

6. He endeavours to convince him, that as it was an ill 


thing, fo it was a mean thing, for: him to give chace to fuch 


an inconfiderable perfon as David was: ver. 14. Whom doth 

the king of Lrael purfue with all this care and force? a dead 

Tt is below 

fo great a king to enter the lifts with one that is fo unequal a 

match for him; one of his own fervants, bred a poor fhepherd, 

now an exile; neither able nor willing to make any refiftance. 
ay OL. El. 
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To conquer him would n . be his honour, to attempt it was 
his difparagement. If S.ul would confult his own reputation, 
he would flight fuch an enemy, (fuppofing he were really his 
enemy ), and would think himfelf in no danger from him. Da- 
wd was fo far from afpiring, that-he was, in his own account, 
as a dead dog. Mephibofheth thus calls himfelf, 2 Sam. ix. 
8. His humble carriage might work upon Saul, if he. had a- 
ny {park of generofity in him. Satis eft proftraffe leoni. What 
credit would it be to Saul to trample upon a dead dog? What 
pleafure could it be to him to hunt a flea, a fingle flea, which, 
as fome have obferved, if it be fought, is not eafily found ; if 
it be found, not eafily caught; and, if it be caught, is a poor 
prize, efpecially for a prince? Aguila non captat mufeas. Da- 
vid thinks Saul had no. more reafonsto fear him, than to fear 
a flea-bite. ; 

7 He once and again appeals to God, as the righteous 
judge, ver. 12.and 15. The Lord judge between me and thee. 
Note, The juttice of God is the refuge and comfort of oppref- 
fed innocency. _ If men wrong us, God. will right us, at fur- 
theft, in the judgment of the great day. With him David 
leaves his canfe, and fo refts fatisfied, waiting his time to ap~ 
pear for him. 


16 ¢ And it came to pafs when David had 
made an end of {peaking thefe words unto Saul, 
that Saul faid, Zs this thy voice, my fon David? 
and Saul lift up his voice and wept. 1 7 And 
he faid to David, Thou art more righteous than 
I: for thou haft rewarded me good, whereas I 
have rewarded thee evil. 18 And thou haft 
fhewed this day how that thou haft dealt well 
with me: forafmuch as when the Lorp had de- 
livered me into thine hand, thou killedft me not. 
Ig For if a man find his enemy, will he let him 
go well away? wherefore the Lorn reward thee 
good, for that thou haft done unto me this day. 
20 And now, behold, I know well that thou fhalt 
furely be king, and that the kingdom of Ifrael 
fhall be eftablifhed in thine hand. 21 Swear 
now therefore unto me by the Lorn, that thou 
wilt not cut off my feed after me, and that thou 
wilt not deftroy my ngme out of ‘my father’s 
houfe. 22 And David fware unto Saul: and. 
Saul went home; but David and his men gat 
them up unto the hold. . 


Here is, 1. Saul’s penitent reply to Dayid’s fpeech. It was 
{trange he had patience to hear him out, confidering how out- 
rageous he was again{t him, and how cutting David’s difcourfe 
was: but God reftrained him and his men; and we may fup- 
pofe Saul ftruck with amazement at the oddnefs of the acci-- 
dent, and much more when he found how-much he had lain 
at David’s mercy. - His heart muft have been harder than a 
{tone, ‘if this had not affected him. 

1, He melted into tears ; and we will not fuppofe them to 
‘be counterfeit, but real’ expreflions of his prefent concern, at 
the fight of his own iniquity, fo plainly proved upon him. He 
{peaks as one quite overcome with David’s kindnefs: Js this 
thy voice, my fon David? And, as one that relenteth at the 
thought of his own folly and ingratitude, he Lift up his voice 
and wept, ver. 16, Many mourn for.their own fins, that do 

not 
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not truly repent of them ; weep bitterly for them, and yet con- 
tinue in love and league with them. 

2dly, He ingenioufly acknowledged David’s integrity, and 
his own iniquity: ver. 17. Dhow art more righteous than I. 
Now God made good to David that word, on which he had 
caufed him to hope, that he would bring forth his righteou/- 
nefs as the light, Pfal. xxxvii. 6. They who- take care to 
keep a good confcience, may leave it to God to fecure them 
the credit of it. ‘his. fair confeflion was enough to prove 
David innocent, even his enemy himfelf being judge; but not 
enough to prove Saul himfelfa true penitent. He fhould have 
faid, Thou art righteous, and L.am wicked ; but the utmolt he 
will own is this, Thou art more righteous than J. Bad-men 
will commonly go no further than this in their confeflions : 
they will own they are not fo good as fome: others are; there 
are that are better than they, and more righteous. He now 
owns himfelf under a miftake concerning David: ver. 18. 
Thou. haf fhewed this day, that thou art {o- far from feeking 
my hurt, that thou haft dealt well with me. We are too apt 
to fufpect others to be worfe affected towards us than: they 
really are, and than, perhaps, they are proved to be; and when 


afterwards our miftake is difcovered, we fhould: be forward - 


to recal our fufpicions, as Saul doth here. 
3dly, He prays God to recompenfe David for this his. ge- 
nerous kindnefs to him. He. owns that Davic’s {paring him 
when he had him in his power, was an uncommon unparalleled 
inftance of tendernefs to an enemy ; no man would have done 
the like: and therefore, either becaufe he thought himfelf not 
able to give him a full recompenfe for fo great a favour, or be- 
caufe he found himéfelf not inclined. to give him any recompenfe 
at all, he turns him over to God for his pay: The Lord re- 
ward thee good, ver. 19. Poor beggars can no lefs than pray 
for their benefactors, and Saul did no more. 
4thly, He prophefies-his advancement to the throne: ver, 
20. L know well that thou foalt furely be king. He knew it 
before, by the promtife Samuel had made him of it,, compared 
with the excellent fpirit that appeared in David ; which- highly 
aggravated his fin and folly, in perfecuting him as he did. He 
had as much reafon' to’ fay concerning David, as David con- 
-cerning him, How can I put forth mine hand againft the Lord’s 
anointed 2? But now he knew it, by the. intereft he found he 
-had in the people, the {pecial providence of God in prote¢ting 


him, and that generous kingly fpirit he had now given a proof: 


‘of, in fparing. his enemy. Now he éneqw #, ¢. e. now he was 
in a good mood, he was willing to-own that he knew it, and 
to fubmit to the conviction of it.. Note, Sooner or later God 
will force, even thofe that are of the fynagogue of Satan, to 
know and ‘own thofe that he has loved, and to worfhip before 
their feet; for fo it is promifed, Rev. iii. g. This acknow- 
ledgement which Saul. made of David’s inconteftible title to 
the crown, was a great encouragement to David himfelf, and 
a fupport to his faith and hope. 


~ sthly, He binds David with an oath, hereafter to fhew the’ 


fame tendernefs of his feed, and of his name, that he had now 
fhewed of his perfon, ver. 21., David had more reafon to 
* oblige Saul by an oath that he would not deftroy him; yet he 
infifts not: on that: if the laws of juftice and honour would’ 
not bind him, an oath: would not: but Saul knew David to 


be*a confcientious man, and ‘would think his interefts fafe, if 


he could get them fecured by his oath. Saul, by his: difobe- 
dience, had ruined his own foul, and never took care, by re- 
pentance, to prevent that ruins and yet is very folicitous 
that his name might’ not be deftroyed, nor his feed cut off. 
- However, David-/ware unto him, ver. 22. Though he might 
be tempted, not only in revenge, but in prudence; to extirpate 
Saul’s family ; yet he binds himfelf not to do it, knowing that 


ra 
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cuted thofe as traitors that flew Ihbofheth. 


> fall the profecution. 
verted; afhamed of his envy to David, yet retaining in his 


hated him, as alfo for dealing plainly with | 


God could and would eftablith-the kiagdom to him and his, 
without the ufe of fuch bloody methods: This oath-he after- 
wards religioufly obferved, fupported Mephibofheth, and exe- 
The hanging up 
of feven of Saul’s polterity, to atone for the deltruction of the 


- Gibeonites, was God’s appointment, not Dayid’s aét, and: 
therefore not the violation of this oath. 


2. Their parting in peace. (1.) Saul: for the prefent let’ 
He went home convinced, but not con- 


breaft that root of bitternefs; vexed that, when at laft he had 


| found David, he could not at uiat time find in his heart to de- 


ftroy him, as he had defigned. God has many ways-to tie the 
hands of perfecutors, when he doth notturn their hearts. 
(2.) David continued to fhift for his own fafety. He knew 
Saul too well to truft him, and therefore gat him up into the 
hold. \tis dangerous venturing upon the mercy of a recon- 
ciled enemy. We read of thofe who believed in. Chrift, and 
yet he did not commit himfelf to them, becaufe he knew all men. 
They that, like David, are innocent as doves, mult thus, like 
him, Je wife as ferpents. 


CH AL Pe. REV. 


| We have here fame intermiffion of Davia?s troubles by Saul; 
U 7 2. a dy x 


Providence favoured him: wiih a breathing time; and yet 
this chapter gives us inflances of the troubles of David. 
Lf ong vexation fecm to be over, we muft not be fecures a 
Storm may arife from fome cther print, as bere to David. ~ 
I. Tidings of the death of Samuel could not but trouble 
him, ver.1. But, 11. The abufe he reeeived from Na- 
bal is more largely recorded in this chapter. (1.) The 
charaGer of Nabal, ver. 2, 3.- (2+). The humble requefé 
Jens to him, ver. 4,—9.  (3.) His charlifh anfwer, ver. — 
1O,—12.. (4.) David's angry refeniment of 1, Ver. 139. 
21,22. (5.) Abigail’s prudent care to prevent the m/- 
chief it was likely to bring upon her family, ver. 14,— 
20. (6) Her addre{y to David to pacify bir, ver. 23>— 
31. (7) David's favourable reception of her, ver. 325. 
—35. (8:) The death of Nabal, ver. 36,—38. (9) 
Abigail’s marriage to David, ver. 39,—44. 
ND Samuel died, and all the Lraelites were 
‘gathered together, and.lamented him, and 
buried him in his houfe at Ramah. And Da- 
vid arofe and went down to the wildernefs of 
Paran. oes a Pe 
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We have here a {hort account of Samuel’s death and burial. 
_ 1. Though be was a great man, and one that was admi- 
rably well qualified for public fervice; yet he fpent the latter. 
end of his days in retirement and_obfcurity: Not becaufe he 
was fuperannuated, for he knew how to prefide in a college of. 


_ of the prophets, chap. xix. 20.3 but becaufe Ifrael had Tejec- 
ted him, for which God thus juftly chaftifed them} and be- + 
_ caufe his defire was to be quiet, and to-enjoy himfelf and his. 
' God in the a€s of devotion, now in advanced years; and ‘ins 


this defire God gracioufly indulged him. Let old people be. 
willing to reft themfelves, though it look like burying them. 
felves alive. ia: dine ARTS ONL SSs TEE Balas ORE «2 

2. Though he was a faft friend to David. 


x which Saul’: 
him; yet he died ~ 
in peace, even in the wortt of the. days of Saul’s't rranny, who,. 
he fometimes feared, would kill -him, chap. xvi. 2. Though 
Saul loved him not, yet he feared him, as Herod did John; 


A 


and feared ‘the people; for all knew him to: be a prophet. 


Thus is Saul reftrained from:hurting him. yee 
. 3 . 3. All. 
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3- All Ifrael lamented him; and. they had reafon; for 
they had all a lofs of him. His perfonal merits commanded 
this honour to be-done him at his death: his former fervices 
to the public, while he judged Ifrael, made this refpect to his 
name and.memory a juft debt ; it had been very ungrateful. to 
have with-held it. 
founder and prefident of their college, and whatever weakened 
them was a public lofs. But that was not all: Samuel was a 


conftant interceflor for Ifrael, prayed daily for them, chap. xii. 
23.3 if he go, they part with the beft friend they have. The . 
lofs is the more grievous at this jun@ure, when Saul is grown 


fo outrageous, and David' driven from his country : never more 


need of Samuel than now, yet now he is removed. We will | 


hope the Ifraelites lamented Samuel’s death the more bitterly, 


becaufe they remembered again{t themfelves their own fin and _ 


folly in rejecting him, and. defiring aking. Note, (1.) Thofe 


have hard hearts, that can burry their faithful minifters, with | 
dry eyes; that are not fenfible of the lofs of thofe that have © 


prayed for them, and taught them the way of the Lord. (2.) 


When God’s providence removes our relations and friends | 


from us, we ought to be humbled for our mifcarriages towards 
them, while they were with us, 


4. They buried him, not in the {chool of the prophets at 
Naioth, but in is own houfe (or, perhaps, in the -garden per- 


taining to it) at Ramah, where he was born. 


5. David hereupon went down to the wildernefs of Paran, | 
retiring, perhaps, to mourn the more folemnly for the death | 
of Samuel. Or rather, becaufe now he had loft fo good a | 


friend, who was (and he hoped would be) a great fupport to 
him, he apprehended his danger to be greater than ever; nd 
therefore withdrew to a wildernefs, out of the limits of the 
land of Ifrael; and now it was, that he dwelt wm the tents of 
Kedar, Pfal. cxx. 5. In fome part of this wildernefs of Pa- 
ran, Ifrael wandered when they came out of Egypt: the place 


would bring to mind God’s care concerning them; and Da- 
vid might improve that for his own encouragement, now in | 


his wildernefs-f{tate. 


2 And there was a man in Maon, whofe pof- 

- feffions were in Carmel, and the man was very 
great, and he had three thoufand fheep, -and a 
thoufand goats: and he was fhearing his fheep 
in Carmel. 3 Now the name of the man was 
Nabal, and the name of his wife, Abigail: and 
fhe was awoman of good underftanding, and 
of a beautiful countenance; but the man was 
churlith and evil in-his doings, and he was of 
-_ the houfe of Caleb. 4 9 And David heard in 
the wildernefs, that Nabal did fhear his fheep. 
5 And David fent out ten young men, and Da- 
#~vid faid unto the young men, Get you up to 
~ Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet him in‘my 
name. 6 And thus fhall ye fay to him that li- 
veth in profperity, Peace be both to thee, and 
peace be to thine houfe, and peace Je unto all 
that thou haft. 7 And now I have heard that 
thou haft fhearers: now thy fhepherds which 
‘were with us, we hurt them not, neither was 
there ought miffing unto them, all the while 
they were in Carmel. 8 Afk thy young men, 
and they will fhew thee: wherefore let the 
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The fons of the prophets had loft the - 


323 


young men find favour in thine eyes: (for we 
come ina good day)-give, I pray thee, what- 
foever cometh to thine hand, unto thy fervants, 
and to thy fon David. g And when David’s 
young men came, they {pake to Nabal accord- 
ing to all thofe words in the name of David, 
and-ceafed. 10 4 And Nabal anfwered Da- 
vid’s fervants, and faid, Who zs David? and 
and who 7s the fon of Jefle? There be many 
fervants now-a-days, that break away every man 
from his mafter. 11 Shall.I then take my bread 
and my water, and my flefh that I have killed 
for my fhearers, and give i¢ unto men whom 
I know not whence they be ? ; 
Here begins the ftory of Nabal. 
- 1. A fhort account of him, who and what he was, ver. 2, 
3. A man we fhould never have heard of, if there had not 
happened fome communication between him and David. -Ob- 
ferve, (1.) Hig name: Nadal; a fool; fo it fignifies: It was 
wonder his parents would give him that name, and an ill o« 
men of what proved to be his character. Yet indeed we all 
of us deferve to be fo called, when we come into the world, ; 
for man is born like the wild affes colt, and foolifonefs is bound 
up in ourhearts. 2.) His family. He was of the houfe of 
Caleb, but was indeed of another fpirit from him. He inheri- 
ted Caleb’s eftate; for Maon and Carmel lay neat Hebron, 
which was given to Caleb, Jofh. xv. 54, §§. xiv. 14.5 but he 
was far from inheriting his virtues. He was a difgrace to his 
family, and then it was no honour to him. Degencranti genus 
opprobrium. The Seventy; and fome other ancient verfions; 
read it appellatively ; not he was a Calebite, but he was — 
ged man, of a currifh difpofition, furly, and fnappifh, and ai- 
ways fnarling. He was ovSeamss xvnxes aman that was a 
cynic. (3.) His wealth. He was weny great, i.e. very richy 
for riches make men look great in the eye of the world; o- 
therwife, to one that takes his meafure aright, he really looked 
very mean. Riches are common bledlings, which’ God often 


_ gives to Nabals, to whom he gives neither wifdom nor grace. 


(4-) His wife: Abigail; a woman of great underftanding. 
Her name fignifies the joy of her father: yet he could not pro= 
mife himfelf much joy of her, when he married her to fuch a 
hufband, inquiring more after his wealth than after his wifdoni. 
Many a child is thrown away upon a great heap of the muck 


‘of worldly wealth 5 married to that, and to nothing elfe that is 


defirable. ‘Wifdom is good with an inheritance, but an inheri- 
tance is good for little without wifdom: Many an Abigail is 
tied to a Nabal ; and if it be fo, be her underftanding, like A- 
bigail’s, never fo great, it will be little enough for her exer- 
cifes.. (5.) His charaéter. He had no fenfe, either of ho- 
nour or honefty: Not of honour; for he was churli/h, crofsy 
and ill-humoured : not of honefty ; for he was evil in his'do- 
ings, hard and opprefhive, and a man that cared not what fraud. 
and violence he ufed in getting and faving, fo he could but get 

and fave. This is the charaéter given of Nabal, by him who 
knows what every man is. ; Va aRS 5: 
2. David’s humble requeft to him, that he would fend hit 
fome victuals for himfelf and his men. ; 
“iff, It feems David was in fach diftrefs, that he would be 
glad to be beholden to him, and did in effe& come a-begging 
to his door: What little reafon have we to: yalue the wealth 
of this world, when fo great a fot as Nabal was abounds, and’ 
{o great a faint as David was fuffers want! Once before we: 
had Dayid begging his bread; but thea it was of Saat 1 
Sf2 the 
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the high prieft, to whom one would not grudge to ftoop: but 
to be fent a-begging to Nabal, was what fuch a fpirit as David 
had could not admit without fome reluétancy: yet, if Provi- 
dence bring him to thefe ftraits, he will not fay, that to beg he 
is afhamed. Yet fee Pfal. xxxvil. 25. 
2dly, He chofe a good time to fend to Nabal, when he had 
many hands employed about him in fhearing his fheep, for 
whom he was to make a plentiful entertainment ; fo that good 
cheer was ftirring. Had he fent at another time, Nabal 
would have pretended he had nothing to fpare, but now he 
could not have that excufe. It was ufual to make feafts at 
their fheep-fhearings, as appears by Abfalom’s feaft on that oc- 
cafion, 2 Sam. xiii. 24.3 for wool was one of the ftaple com- 
modities of Canaan, ‘ 
3dly, David ordered his men to deliver their meflage to him 
with a great deal of courtefy and refpect. Go to Nabal, and 
greet him inmyname. Tell him, I {ent you to prefent my fer- 
vice to him, and to enquire how he doth, and his family, ver. 
5. He puts words in their mouth, ver. 6. Thus fhall ye fay 
to: him that liveth, (our tranflators add, in pro/perity,) as if thofe 
live indeed, that live as--Nabal did, with abundance of the 
wealth of this world aboutthem; whereas in truth, thofe that 
hve in pleafure, are dead while they live, 1 Tim. v. 6. This 
was, methinks, too high a compliment to pafs upon Nabal, to 
call him the man that liveth. David knew better things; that 
in God’s favour is life, not in the world’s fmiles: and by the 
aough anfwer he was well enough ferved, for this too {mooth 
_addrefs to. fuch a muck-worm. Yet his good wifhes were very 
commendable: Peace be to thee, all good, both to foul and bo- 
dy ; Peace to-thy houfe, and to all that thou haf. Yell him I 
ama hearty wellwifher to his health and profperity. He bids 
them call him his fon David, ver. 8. intimating, that, for his 
age and eftate, David honoured him as a father, and therefore 
-hoped to receive fome fatherly kindnefs from him. 
4thly, He pleaded the kindnefs which Nabal’s fhepherds 
had received from David, and his men: and one good turn 
requires another. He appeals to Nabal’s own fervants, and 
fhews, that when David’s foldiers were quartered among Na- 
bal’s,fhepherds, (1,) ‘hey did not hurt them themfelves, did 
‘them no. injury, gave them no difturbance, were not.a terror to 
.them, nor took any of the lambs out of their flock : and, confi- 
dering the. character of David’s men, men in diftrefs, and debt, 
-and difcontented, and the {carcity of provifions in his camp, it 
‘Was, not without a great deal of care and good management, 
‘that, they, were kept from plundering. (2.).They protected 
them from-being hurt by others.. David ‘himfelf doth but. in- 
tumate.this; for he would not boaft of his good offices ; there 
-was nothing miffing to them, ver. 7. But Nabal’s fervants, to 
-whom he appealed, went further, ver. 16. They were a wall 
" unto.us both by night and day. Wiavid’s foldiers were a guard 
to Nabak's fhepherds, when. the bands of the Philjfines robbed 
the threfbing-floors, chap. Xxiil.. 1. and would have robbed. the 
. fheep-folds:, from thofe rapparees Nabal’s flocks were. protee- 
ted by David’s care, and therefore let us find: favour in thine 
eyes. Thofe that have fhewn kindnefs may juftly. expect to re~ 
ecive kindnefs. me age ges 
sthly, He was very modeft in his requeft.. "Though David 


~awas anointed king, he infifts not upon royal dainties, but! give 
whatfoever comes to thy hands,and-we willbe thankful-for it : 


beggars mult not be chufers., They that, deferved to have been 


ferved firft, will now be glad of what. is Jeft.. ‘They plead, 


We tome in a good day, a feltival, when not only. the provi- 
fion is tore plentiful, “but thé*heartOand hatid tifes to’ be more 


open andifrée than at othertimess when! much may be fpared, | 


and yet not be miffled.. He, demands it not as:a, debt, either 
_by way of tribute, as he was a king, or by way of contribution, 


b 3S ae oe AG 


as he was a géneral, but as a boon to a friend, that was his 


. ever the world was bleffed with 


Chap. XXYV. 


humble fervant. David’s fervants delivered their meflage faith- 
fully, and very handfomely, not doubting but to go back welb 
laden with provifions. ie RE ARO, 
3. Nabal’s churlifh anfwer to this modeft, petition, ver. 10, 
TT. 
fhould be fo very rude and ill-conditioned as Nabal was.. Da- 
vid called himfelf his fon, and, afked bread, anda fithe' but, in- 
{tead thereof, he gave him a ftone and a. feorpion 3.not only 
denied him, but abufed him. If he had not thought fit to 
fend him.any fupplies, for fear of Ahimelech’s fate, who paid 


i dear for his kindnefs to David; yet he might have given a 


civil anfwer, and made the denial as modelt as the requelt 
was; but inftead of that he falls into a paflion, as covetous men 
ufe to do when they are afked for any thing, thinking thus to 
cover one fin with another, and by abufing the poor to excufe 
themfelves from relieving them: but God will not thus be 
mocked. E 

iff, He fpeaks fcornfully of David, as a forry fellow, not 
worth taking notice of. ‘The Philiftines could fay of him, 
This is David the hing of the land, that flew his ten thonfands, 
chap. xxi. 11. yet Nabal, his near neighbour, and one of the 
fame tribe, takes on him, he doth not know him, or not know 
him to be a-man of any merit or diftinGion: Who is David ? 
and who is the fon of Fef2? He could not be ignorant, how 
much the country was obliged to David for his public fervices;: 
but his narrow foul thinks not. of paying any part of that debe, 
not fo much as acknowledging it, but {peaks of David as aa 
inconfiderable man, obfeure, and not to be regarded. Think 
it not ftrange, if great men and great merits be thus difgra- 
ced. © 4 : 4 ba TUE: 


2dly, He upbraids him with his prefent diftrefs, and: Vales 


occafion from it to reprefent him as an ill man, that was fitter 
to be fet in the {tocks for a vagrant, than to have any kindnefs 
fhewn him. How naturally doth he {peak the churlith clown- 


ith language of thofe that hate to give alms ! There be many fer- 
vants. now-a-days, (as if there had been none fuch in for ner: 
days), that break every man from his mafler ; faggefting that: 
David was one of them himfelf ; be might have kept his place . 
with his mafter Saul, and then he needed. not to.have fent to. 


his own? Whereas we miflake, if we think we are abfolute _ 


One could not have imagined it poflible, that any mam .— 


lords 


x 


Ney 


i. 


’ 


and wait till he appear in it. 


_ fword, and ordered his men to do {o too, 


a ieee ys 
___ bal, and looks upon it as thrown away upon him: he faid, Sure- 
ty in vain have I kept all that this feilow has in the wildernef> ; 
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lords of what we have, and may do what we pleafe with it: 
no, we are but ftewards, and mutt ufe it as we are directed, 
remembering it is not our own, but his that intrufted us with 
it. Riches are the va aaaslgia (Luke xvi. 12.) they are a- 
nother’s, and we ought not to talk too much of their being our 
own. 


12 So David’s young men turned their way, 

and went again and came and told him all 
thofe fayings. 13 And David faid unto his 
men, Gird you on every man his fword. And 
they girded on every man his fword, and Da- 
vid alfo girded on his fword: and there went 
up after David about four hundred ‘men, and 
two hundred abode by the ftuff. 14 But 
one of the young men told Abigail Nabal’s 
wife, faying, Behold, David fent metfengers out 
of the wildernefs to falute our mafter; and he 
railed on them. 15 But the men were very 
good unto us, and we were not hurt, neither 
mifled we any thing as long as we were con- 
verfant with them, when we were in the fields. 
16 They were a wall unto us both by night and 
day, all the while we were with them, keeping 
the fheep. .. 17 Now therefore know and confi. 
‘der what thou wilt do: for evil is determined 
againft our mafter, and againft all his houfe- 
hold: for he is /uch a fon of Belial, that a man 
cannot {peak to him, _ 

Here is, 1. The report made to David of the abufe Nabal 
had given to his meffengers: ver. 12. They turned their way, 
they thewed their difpleafure as became them to do, by break- 
“ing off abruptly from fuch a churl ;. but prudently governed 
themfelves fo well, as not to render railing for railing, nor to 

“eall hint as he deferved, much lefs to take by force what ought 
of right to have been given them, but came and told David, 
‘Het him do as he thought fit. Chrift’s fervants, when they 
are thus abufed, mutt leave it to him to plead his own caufe, 
The fervant fhewed his lord 
what affronts he had received, but did not return them, Luke 
XIV. 21.- f 
2. David’s hafty refolution ae He girded on his 
to the number of 
four hundred, ver. 13. And what he faid we are told ver. 
(1.) He repented the kindnefs he had done to Na- 


T thought to have obliged him, and made him my friend, but 
I fee it is to no purpofe : he has no fenfe of gratitude, nor is 
-he capable of receiving the impreffions of a good turn, elfe he 
Be ts have ufed me thus. He hath requited me ev:l for 
£0 


time. God’ is kind to the evil and unthankful, and why may. 
not we? (2.) He determined to deftroy Nabal, and all that be- 
‘longed to him, ver. 22. Here David did not a@ like himfelf: His: 


~ sefolution was bloody, to cut off all the males of Nabal’s.houfe, 
_ and fpare none, man or man:child. The ratification of his 
 refolation was paffionate: Sb and more alfo do God (he was go- 


“ing to fay to me ; but that would better become Saul’s mouth, 
{chap. xiv. 44.) than David’s, and therefore he decently turns 


A M U 


| fhall have the praife of the fame. 


ood: but when we are thus requited, we fhould' not repent of 
the good we have done, nor be backward to do good another 
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it off) to the enemies of Dawid. Ts this thy voice, O David 2 
Can the man after God’s own heart, fpeak thus unadvifedly 
with his lips? has he been fo.long in the {chool of affliction, 
where he fhould have learned patience, and yet fo-patlionate ? 
Is this he that ufed to be dumb and deaf when he was re- 
proached, Pfal. xxxviii. 13. that, but the other day, {pared him 
who fought his life, and yet now will not {pare any thing that 
belongs to him, who had only put an affront upon his meflen- 
gers? He that at other times ufed to be calm and confiderate, 
is now put into fuch a heat by a few hard words, that nothing 
will atone for them but the *blood of a whole family. Lord, 
what is man! what are the belt of men, when God leaves them 
to themfelves, to try them, that they may know what is in their 
heart ? From Saul David expected injuries, and again{t thofe 
he was prepared, and ftood upon his gerard, and fo kept his’ 
temper ; but from Nabal he expeéted kindnefs, and therefore 
the affront he gave him was a furprife to him, found him off 
his guard, and by a fudden and unexpected attack put him for 
the prefent into diforder. What need have we to pray;!Lord, ~ 
lead us not into temptation ? ; 

3. The account given of this matter to Abigail, ‘by one of 
the fervants who was more confiderate than the re{t, ver. TA. 
Had this fervant fpoken to Nabal, and fhewed him, the danger 
he had expofed himfelf to. by his own rudenefs, he would have 
faid, Servants are now-a-days fo faucy, and fo apt to prefcribe, 
that there is no enduring them; and, it may be, would have 
turned him out of doors: but Abigail, being a woman of good 
underftanding, took cognifance of the matter, even from-her 
fervants; who, (1.) Did David right, in. commending: him 
and his men for their civility to: Nabal’s fhepherds, ver. rs,. 
16. The men were very good to us; and though they were 
themfelves expofed, yet they protected us, and: were'a wall un- 
to-us.. They who do that which is good, one way or other,. 
Nabal’s’ own fervant will be 
a witnefs for David, that he is a man of honour and confcience,, 
whatever Nabal himfelf faith of him. And, (2.) He did-Na- 
bal’no wrong, in condemning him for his rudenef$ to David’s 
meffengers. He railed on. them,.ver. 14. He flew upon- them ; 
fo the word is, with an intolerable rage ; for, fay they, itis his 
ufual practice, ver..17. He is fuch a fon.of Belial, fo very mo-. 
rofe and untraétable, that @ man cannot [peak to him, but he 
flies into a paflion immediately. Abigail knew it too well her- 
felf. (3.) He did Abigail and the whole family a kindnefs, 
in making her fenfible what was likely to be the confequence : 
he knew David fo well, that he had-reafon-to think he would 
highly refent the affront,. and, perhaps, had had.information.of 
David’s orders to his men to march this way ; for he is ver 
pofitive evi/ is determined againft our mafler and all his howfe- 
hold; himfelf, among the reft would’ be involved in it. There- 
fore he defires his miftrefs to confider what was to be done for’ 
their common fafety. ‘They could not. refift. the force David 
would bring down upon: them, nor had they time.to fend to Saul 
to protect them ; fomething therefore mutt be done to pacify: 
Davids. ‘ ; 

18 ff Then Abigail made hafte, and took 
two hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, 
and five fheep: ready dreffed, and five meafures: 
of parched. corn, and am hundred clufters of rai- 


¥ 


fins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and laid: 


them on afles. 1g And fhe faid unto her fér-. 
vants, Go om before me, behold, I come after’ 
you: but fhe told not her hufband‘Nabal.. zo: 
And it was fo, as fhe-rode on the afs, that the 
came down by the coyert of the hill, and be-. 
hold,, 


326 lL Sa ee ee 


hold, David and his men came down againft 
her, and fhe met them. 
faid, Surely. in vain have I kept all that this 
fellow hath in the wildernefs, fo that nothing 
was mifled of all that pertained unto him: 
he hath requited me evil for good. 22 So and 
more alfo do God unto the enemies of David, 
if I leave of all that pertain to him, by the 
morning light, any that piffeth againft the 
wall.) 23 Andwhen Abigail faw David, the 
hafted, and lighted off the afs, and fell before 
David on her face, and bowed herfelf to the 
ground, 24 And fell at his feet, and faid, Up- 
on me, my lord, upon me, Jet this iniquity be, 
and let thine handmaid, I pray thee, {peak in 
thine audience, and hear the words of thine 
handmaid. 25 Let not my lord, I pray thee, 
regard this man of Belial, even Nabal: for as 
his name zs fo zs he; Nabal zs his name, and 
‘folly is with him: but I thine handmaid faw 
not the young men of my lord, whom tliou 
-didft fend. 26 Now therefore, my lord, as the 
Lorp liveth, and as thy foul liveth, feeing the 
Lorp hath with-holden thee from coming to 


/bed blood, and from avenging thyfelf with — 
thine own hand; now let thine enemies, and — 


they that feek evil to my lord, be as Nabal. 
27, And now this bleffing which thine hand- 
maid hath brought unto my lord, let_it even 


be given unto the young men that follow my © 


lord. 281 pray thee, forgive the trefpafs of 


_ thine handmaid: for the Lorp will certainly ~ 


make my lord a fure houfe: becaufe my lord 
fighteth the battles of the Lorn, and evil hath 
not been found in thee a// thy days. 29 Yet 
a man is rifen.to purfue thee, and to feek thy 
foul: but the foul of my’lord fhall be bound 
in the bundle of life with the Lorn thy God ; 


and the fouls of thine enemies, them fhall he © 


fling. out, -asout of the middle of a fling. _ 30 
And it fhall come to pafs, when the Lorp fhall 
have done'to my lord according to all the good 
that he hath fpoken concerning thee, and fhall 
have appointed thee ruler over Hfrael; 31 That 


this fhall be no grief unto thee, nor ‘offence of 
heart unto my lord, either that thou hat fhed : 


blood caufelefs, or that my lord hath avenged 


himfelf: but when the Lorp fhall have dealt 
swell with aM 3 lord, then, remember thine pnd, a pertinently and pathetically urged and ‘improved | to the beft ad- 
‘i 


vantage, with’ {ach a force of natwnaniel th hetori 


maid. 


We hae here ah account of © Abigail's prudent management | ‘ 


21 (Now David had 


and — 


} 


for the preferving of ‘her. hufband and family from the deftruc- | 


tion that was juft coming upon them: and ‘we find, that fhe 
did her part.admirably well, and) fully anfwered her charater. 
The paftion of fools oft makes thofe breaches, in a little time, 


hearing: Let thy handmaid , Speak i in ih audience. ‘But 


I, 


which the w rile, with all their wifdom, have much ado to make 
up again. Tt is hard to fay, whether Abigail was more mife- 
rable in fuch a hufband, or Nabal happy in fucha wife. A virtu- 
ous woman is a crown to her bufband, to protect as well as adorn, 
and will do him good, and not evil. _Wifdom in fuch a cafe as 
this, was better than weapons of war. (1. ) It was her wif- 
dom, what fhe did to do it quickly, and without delay; fhe 
made hafte, ver. 18. It was no time to trifle or linger, when 
all was in danger. ‘They that defire conditi tions of peace, mutt 
fend when the enemy is yet a great way off, Luke xiv. 32. 
( 2.) It was her wifdom, what fhe did to do it herfelf, becaufe, 
being a woman of great conduét, and very happy Sides fhe 
knew better how to manage it, than any fervant fhe had. "The 
virtuous woman will herfelf look well to the ways of her houfe# 
hold, and not devolve it wholly upon others. 

Abigail muft endeavour to atone for Nabal’s faults; now he 
had been two ways rude to David’s meffengers, and in them to - 
David. (i.) He had denied them the proviGons they afked 
for. (2.) He had given them a parcel of foul poten and a 
deal of provoking language. Now, 

1. By a moft generous prefent, Abigail atones fe ‘his ae 
nial of their requeft. If Nabal had given them what came _ 
next to hand, they had gone away thankful ; but “Abigail pre- 
pares the very be{ft the houfe afforded, “nt abundance of it, 
(ver. 18.), according to the ufual entertainments of thofe ’ 
times, not only bread and fle/b, but raifins and figs, which were 
their dried fweet-meats. Nabal grudged them waver; but the 
took tavo bottles (cafks or rundlets. of wine, loaded her affes 
with thefe provifions, and fent them before; for a gift pacifieth 
anger, Prov. xxi. 14. Jacob thus pacifieth Efau. When-the 
inflruments of the churl are evil, the liberal dewifeth liberal things, 
and lofeth nothing by it; for Jy Aberal things /hall he fand, 
Ifa. xxx. 7, 8. Abigail not only lawfully, but laudibly dif 
pofed of all thefe goods of her hufband’s without his knowledge, 


and when the had reafon to think, if he had known, he would : 
‘not have confented to it, becaufe it was not to gratify her own 


pride, or vanity, but for the neceflary defence. of him and 


- family, which otherwife had been inevitably ruined... Hofbands | x 


and wives, for their common good and benefit, have a joint in- 
tereft in their worldly poffeflions ; but if either waite, or unduly 
{pend any way, it is a robbing of the other. 

2. By a moft obliging carriage, and charming fpeech, ‘fhe 
atones for the abufive language which Nabal had given them. 
She met David upon the march, big with refentment, an 
the mind he was in, meditating the deftruction of Nabal, ver. 
20. but, with all poflible expreflions of complaifance and re- 
fpect, fhe humbly begs his favour, and folicits hint to pafs by 
the offence. 
Seif to the ground before David, ver. 23. and fell at his felt, ver. 
24. Yielding pacifieth great offences. She puts herfelf into 
the place and pofture ofa penitent, and of a petitioner ; and 
was not-afhamed to do it, when it was for the good of her 


houfe, in the fight, both of her own fervants, and of David's 


foldiers. She humbly begs of David, that he will give h 


what the faic 


-ed not thus befpeak his attention and paticnee: 


‘was fufficient to ‘command it; for certainly nothing. could. be 


more fine, nor more moving. No topic of argument is left u un- 
touched; every thing is well placed, and well expreffed, moft 


} Veber ey. 


\ 


be: eparalleled, : 
yf, She {peaks to him all alofie: with the deference Ae re 
fpect that was. due to fo great. and good ‘aman 3 ealls. chim, my 
lord, aver ‘and over, to expiate her h 
' Who ts David? She doth not supbritid him with the eee 
his 


and, in -_ 


Her carriage was very fubmiflive: She bowed her- — 


hufband’s “crime in, faying, “ 


Chap. XXV._ 


» 


_ againft the common enemies of his country ; the glory of which 


~ band, whom fhe 


_ thyfelf on that lion that would devour thee, and wilt thou thed 


tonal revenges: 


Chap. XXV. FS Ny 
his paflion, though he deferved to be reproved for it; nor doth } 
the tell him how ill it became his chara&er; bet endeavours 
to fweeten him, and bring hina to a better temper ; not doubt- 
ing, but that then his own confcience sould upbraid him 
with it. _ 

2dly, She takes the blame of the ill treatnz2at of his mefien- 
gers upon herfelf': Upon me, my lord, upon m2 let this iniquity 
be, ver. 24... If thou wilt be angry, be angry with me, rather 
than with my poor hufband, and look upon it as the trefpa/s 
of thine handmaid, ver. 28. Sordid {pirits care. not how much 
others fuffer for their faults, while generous fpitits can be 
content to fuffer for the fanlts of others. Abigail here dif. 
covered the fincerity and ftrength of her conjugal affeétion, and 
concern for her family : whatever Nabal was, he was her hut 
band. Brig: : 
3dly, She excufes her hufband’s fault, by imputing it to his 
natural weaknefs, and_want of underitanding : ver. 25. Let not 
my lord take notice of his rudenefs and ill manners, for it is 
like hina; it is not the firft time that he has carried himfelf fo 
ill-favouredly; he mu(t be borne with, for it is for want of 
wit: Malal is his name, (which fignifies.a fool) and folly is 
with him. It was owing to his folly, not his malice. He is 
fimple, but not fpiteful. Forgive him, for he knows not what 
he doth. What fhe {aid was too true, and fhe faid it to exe 
cufe his fault, and. prevent’ his ruin; elfe the. had not done 
well to give fuch an ill charader as this of her own hut 
ought to make the belt of, and not to fpeak 

ill of. a 

| 4thly, She pleads her own ignorance of the matter: faw 
wot the young men: elfe they thould have had a better anfwer, 
and fhould not have gone without their errand; intimating here- 
by, that though her hufband was foclifh, and unfit to manage 
his affairs himfelf; yet he had fo much wifdom as to be ruled 
by her, and take her advice. : 2 : 

5thly, She takes it for granted, that fhe has giined her point 
already, perhaps perceiving, by David’s countenance, that he 
degani'to change his mind: ver. 26. Seeing the Lod hath 
with-holden thee. She depends not upon her own reafonings, 
but God’s grace, to mollify him; and doubts not but that 
grace would work powerfully upon him; and then Z ct al/ thine 
enemies be as Nabal ; i. e. if thou forbear to avenge thyfelf, no 
doubt, God will avenge thee on him, as he will on all other 
thine enemies. - Ory it Intimates, that it was below him, to take 
vengeance on fo weak and impotent an enefy as Nabal was, 
who, as he would do him no kindnefs, fahe could do him no 
hurt ; for he needed , with no_mere~ concerning his enemics, 
than that they might be as unable’ to refit him as ‘*Nabal was. 
Perhaps fhe refers to his fparing of Saul, when, but the other 
day, he had him at his mercy. _ Didit thou forbear to avenge 


the blood of this dog, that can but bark at thee? The very 
mentioning of what he was about to do, to fhed blood, and to 
avenge himfelf, was enough to work upon fuch a tender graci- 
ous fpirit as David had; and it fhould feem, by his reply, ver. 
33. it affe@ted him, . ; 
_ 6thly, She makes a tender of the prefent fhe had brought, 
but fpeaks of it as unworthy of David’s acceptance; and there- 
fore defires it might be given to che young men that fillowed him,’ 
ver. 27. and particularly to thofe ten that were his meflengers 
t0 Nabal, whom’ he had:treat fo rudely. a 
47thly, She applauds David for the good fervices he had done 


great atchievements fhe hoped he would not ftain, by any per- 
al rev My lord jighteth the battles. of the Lord againit 
the Philiftines, and therefore he will leave it to God to fight’ 
his battles againft thofe that affront him: yer. 28, Evil bas-- 
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_ Saul will improve for the 


. ftones: Here we have laid the body, 
_ foul is bound up in the bundle of life with the Lord our God. 
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nat been found ia thee. all thy daysy ‘Thou never yet didit wrong 
to any of thy countrymen, (though perfecuted as~a traitor), 
and therefore thou wilt not begin now, nor do a thing which 
judtitying of his malice againit thee. 
8r4/y, She foretells the glorions ifue of his prefent troubles. 
It is true, Saul purfues thee and Jeeks thy life ; (he names him 
not, out of refp2ct to his prefent character as king); but thou 
needeft- not look with fo fharp and jealous an eye upon every 
one that affronts thee; for al! thefe {tormssthat now ruffle thee, 
will be blown over fhortly. She {peaks it with affurance, I.) 
That God would keep him fat : Lhe foul of my lord feall be 
bound in the bundle of iife with the Lord thy Gad st. e- God 
fhall hold thy foul in life, as the expreliioa is, Pfal, Ixvi. g. 
as we hold thofe things tight which are buadled up, or which 
are precious to us, Pfal. exvi. 15. thall be treafured up in the 
treafure of lives; {fo the Chaidee, under lock and key, as our 
treafure is: thow fhalt abide under the fpecial prote@tion of the 
divine_providence. ~The buadle of life. is qwith the Lord our» 
God’; for in his hand’ our breath is, and our times. Thofe 
are fafé, and may be eafy, that have him for their protectors 
The Jews underftand this, not only of the life that now is, but 
of that which is to come, even the happinefs of feparate fouls ; 
and therefore ufe it commonly as an infcription on their graye- 
but trufting, that the 


There it is fafe, while the duft of the body is fcattered. (2.3 
That God would make hinv vidtorious over his enemiés : S'heir 


_ fouls he: thal ing our, ver. 29. "The tone is bound pp im the - 


fling, but it is in order to be thrown out again ; fo the fouls’ of 
the godly fhall be bundled as corn for the barn, but the’ fouls 
of the wicked as tares for the fire. (3.) That God would 
fettle him in wealth and power : The Lord will certainly make 
my Lord a fure houfe, and noenemy thow haft can hinder its 
therefore forgive chis tre/pafs ; i. e. thew metcy, as thou hop- 
eft to'find mercy. God will make thee great, and it is the . 


glory’ of great men to pafs by offences. 


gthly, She defires him to confider, how much more comfor-- 
table it would be to him in the refleGtion, to have forgiven this 
affront, than to have revenged it, ver. 30, 31. She referves 
this argument for the laft, as a very powerful one, with fo good 
aman: That the lefs he indulged’ his paflion, the more he 
confulted his peace, and the repofe of his own conf{cience, 
which every wife man’ will be tender of (1.) She cannot’. 
but think, that if he fhould avenge himfelf it would afterwards 
be a grief, and an offence of heart to him. Many have done’ 
that in a heat, which they have a thoufand times’ wifhed un-- 
done-again, The fweetnéls of revenge is foon turned. into . 
bitternefs, (2.) She is confident, that if he pafs by the offence 
it will afterwards be no grief to him but, on the conttary, it 
would yield him unfpeakable fatisfe@ion, that his wifdom and. 
grace had got. the better of his paffion. Note, When we are 
tempted to fin, we fhould confider how it will appear in’ the 
reflection. Let us never do any thing, for which our own -. 
confciences will afterwards have occafion to_upbraid us, and 
which we fhall look back upon with: regret. My heart fball 
not reproach me. is” 7B ih gt 

Lafily, She recommends herfelf:to his favours When the 
Lond fhall have dealt well with my lord, then remember thine 
handmaid ; as oné that kept thee from doing that which 
would have difpraced thine honour, and difquieted thy confti- 
ence, and would have made but an ill figure in thine hiftory. : 
We have reafon to remember thofe with refpect and gratitude, 
who have been in{trumental to keep us.from fin, |. 

32 ¥ And David faid to. Abigail, Blefled» be 
the Lorp God. of Hrael,. which fent thee this: 

. day. 


Ps 


_ was fuch an admonition either better given, or better taken. 


. thy advice, and bleffed be thou, ver. 33. 


_mine, 1 will repay. "The more heinous any fin is, the greater 


_jfrom hurting thee, ver. 34. 
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day to mect me: 33 And blefied de thy advice, 
and blefled de thou, which haft kept me this 
day from coming to fred blood, and from aven- 
ging myfelf with mine own hand. 34 For in 
very deed, as the Lorp God of Lfrael liveth, 
which hath kept me back from hurting thee, 
except thou had{ft hafted and come to meet me, 
furely there had“not been left unto Nabal, by 
the morning-light, any that piffeth againft the 
wall. © 35 So David received of her_hand that 
which fhe had brought him, and faid unto her, 
Go up in peace to thine houfe; fee, | have hear- 
kened to thy voice, and have accepted thy 
perfon. 


As.an ear-ring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold ; fo is a 
wife reprover upon an obedient ear, Prov. xxv. 12. Abigail was 
a wife reprover of David’s paflion, and he gave an obedient 
-ear to the reproof, according to his own principle, Pfal. cxli. 
5. Let the righteous fmite me, it fball be a kindne/s. Never 


1. David gives God thanks for fending him this happy 
-check in a finful way: ver. 32. Bleffed be the Lord God of If- 
rael, which fent thee this day to meet me. Note, (1.) ‘God is 
to be acknowledged in all the kindneffes that our friends do 
cus, either for foul or body. Whoever meets us with counfel, 
direction, comfort, caution, or feafonable reproof, we mutt 
fee God fending them. (2.) We ought to be very thankful 
for thofe happy providences which are means of preventing fin. 

2. He gives Abigail thanks for interpofing fo opportunely 
between him and the mifchief' he was about to do: Bleed be 
Moft people think it 
enough if they take a reproof patiently ; but we meet with few 
that will take it thankfully, that will commend thofe that give 
it them, and accept it as a favour. Abigail could not rejoice 
fo much, that fhe had been inftrumental to fave her hufband 
and family from death ; but David rejoiced as much that fhe 
had been inftramental to fave him and his men from fin. 

3.. He feems very apprehenfive of the great danger he was 
in, which magnified the mercy of his deliverance. ‘(1.) He 
{peaks of the fin as very great. He was coming to fhed blood ; 
a fin which, when he was his own man, he had a great horror 
of; witnefs his prayer, Deliver me from blood-guiltinefs. He 
was coming to avenge himfelf with his own hand; and that is 
ftepping into the throne of God, who hath faid, Vengeance is 


mercy itis to be kept from-it. He feems to aggravate the e- 
vil of his defign with this, that it would have been an injury to 
fo wife and good a woman as Abigail: God has kept me back 
Or, perhaps, at the firft fight of 
Abigail, he was confcious of a thought to do her a mifchief 
for offering to oppofe him; and therefore reckons it a great 
mercy, that God gave him patience to hear her fpeak. (2.) 


He {peaks of the danger of his falling into it as very imminent +” 
- Except thou hadft hafted, the bloody execution had been done. 
‘The nearer we were to the commiflion of fin, the greater was . 
the mercy of a feafonable reftraint: /moff gone, Pfal. Ixxiii. | 


2. and yet upheld. — 
a. He difmiffeth her with an anfwer of peace, ver. 35. He 


doth, in effect, own himfelf overcome by Her eloquence: J 


‘have hearkened to thy voice, and will not profecute the intend- 


ed revenge; for I have accepted thy perfon, am well pleafed’ 


with thee, and what thou haft faid. Note, (1.) Wife and 
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good men will hear reafon, and let that rale them, though it 


their paffions are up, and their fpirits provoked. (2.) Oaths 
cannot bind us to that which is finful.. David had folemnly 
vowed the death of Nabal : he did ill tomake fuch a vow, but 
he had done worfe if he had performed it. (3.) A wife and 
faithful reproof is oft better taken, and {peeds better than we 

expetted : fuch is the hold God has of mens confciences. See 
Proy. Xxviil.\23. 


36 And Abigail came to Nabal ; and behold, 


king; and Nabal’s heart was merry within him, 
for he was very drunken : wherefore fhe told 
nothing, lefs or more, until the morning-light. 
37 But it came to pals in the morning, when 
the wine was gone out of Nabal, and his wife 
had told him thefe things, that his heart died 
within him, and he became asa ftone. 38 And 
it came to pafs about ten days after, that the 
Lorp {mote Nabal, that he died. 39 {] And 
when David heard that Nabal was dead, he 
faid, Blefled be the Lorn that hath pleaded the 
caufe of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, 
and hath kept his fervant from evil: for the 


Lorp, hath returned the wickednefs of Nabal 


upon his own head. And David fent and com- 
muned with Abigail, to take her to him to wife. 
40 And when the fervants of David were come 
to Abigail to Carmel, they fpake unto her, fay- 
ing, David fent us unto thee, to take thee to 
him to wife. 41 And fhe arofe, and bowed her- 
felf on ber face to the earth, and faid, Behold, 
let thine handmaid be a fervant. to wath the 
feet of the fervants of my lord. 42 And Abi- 
gail hafted, and arofe, and rode upon an afs, 


and fhe went after the mefilengers of David, 
and became his wife. 43 David alfo took A- 
hinoam of Jezreel, and they were alfo both of 
them his wives. 
chal his daughter, David’s wife, to Phalti the 
fon of Laifh, which was of Gallim. eae 


We are now to attend Nabal’s funeral, and Abigail’s wed- 


ding 


twice dead, Jude12.; we have here Nabal thrice dead, though 
but juft now wonderfully refcued from the fword of David, and 
delivered from fo great a death ; for the prefervations of wic- 
ked men are but refervations for fome father forer ftrokes of: 
divine wrath. — Here is, . . q ~ 

it fhould feem, he had fo many people, and.fo much plenty a- 
bout him, that he neither miffed her, nor the provifions fhe took 
to Davids but fhe found him in the midft of his jollity, httle 
thinking how near he was to ruin, by one whom he had fool- 
ifhly made his enemy. Sinners are often moft fecure, when 
they are moft in danger, and deftruétion is at the door. -Ob- 
ferve, (t-) How extravagant he was in the entertainment of 


‘his ef) 


\ 


come from thofe that are every way their inferiors, and though . 


he held a feaft in his houfe like the feaft of a - 


with five damfels of hers that went after her; | 


44 ¢ But Saul’had given Mi... 


I. Nabal’s funeral. The apoftle fpeaks of fome thatiwere: 


iff, Nabal dead drunk, ver. 46. Abigail came home, and - 


* 


ms 
> 


me Cheney Ny 
: S his company : He held a feaft like the feapt of a hing, Lo magni- 


~ excefs, 


— 


“ . 


ficent and abundant, though his guefts were but his fheep-thear- 
ers. This abundance might have been fo, if he had confider- 


ed what God gave him his eftate for, not to look. great with, | 


but to de good with. It is very common for thofe that are 
moft niggardly in any ac of piety or charity, to be mott pro- 
fufe in ‘gratifying a vain humour, or a bafe luft, A Mite is 
grudged to God and his poor; but to make a fair fhew in the 
Jfh, gold is lavifoed out of the bag. If Nabal had not anfwer- 
ed-his name, he would never have been thus fecure and jovial, 
till he had inquired, whether he was fafe from David’s refent- 
ments; but (as Bifhop Hall obferves) thus foolith are carnal 
men, that give themfelves over to their pleafures, before they 
have taken any care to make their peace with God. (2.) 
How fottifh he was in the indulgence of his own brutith appe- 
tite: He was very drunk. A fign he was Nabal, a fool, that 
could not ufe his plenty, but he mu(t abufe it; could not be 
pleafant with his friends, but he muft make a beaft of himfelf, 
‘There is not a furer fign that a man has but a little wifdom, 
nor a furer way to ruin the little that he has, than drinking to 
s. Nabal, that never thought he could beftow too little 
in charity, never thought he could beftow too much in luxury. 
Abigail finding him in this condition, (and, probably, thofe a- 
bout him little better, when the mafter of the fealt fet them fo 
ill an example), fhe had enough to do. to {et the difordered 
houfe to rights a little ; but told Nabal nothing of what fhe had 
done with reference to David, nothing of his folly in provoking 
David, of his danger, or of his deliverance ; for, being drunk, 
he was as incapable to hear reafon, as he was to fpeak it. To 
Bive good advice to thofe that are in drink, is to caft pearls be- 
Sore fwine; it is better to ftay till they are fober. — z3 
_ 2dly, Nabal again dead with melancholy, ver. 37.. Next 
morning when he was come to himfelf a little, his wife told 
him how near to deftruation he had brought himfelf and his 
family, by his own rudenefs ; and with what difficulty fhe had 
interpofed to prevent it ; and upon this, Ais heart died within 
him, and he became as a frone. Some fuggeft, that the expence 


of the fatisfattion made to David, by the prefent Abigail — 


brought him, broke his heart. It feems rather, that the appre- 
henfion he now had of the danger he had narrowly efcaped, 
put him into a confternation, and {eized his {pirits, fo that he 
could not recover it. He grew fullen, and faid little, alhamed 
of his own folly, put out of countenance by his wife’s wifdom. 
How is he/changed! his heart over night merry with wine, 
next morning heavy as a ftone: fo deceitful are carnal plea- 
fures ; fo tranfient the laughter of the fool: The end of that 
mirth is heavine/s. Drunkards are fometimes {ad, when they 
refle& upon their own folly. Joy in God makes the heartal- 
ways light. Abigail could never, by her wife reafonings. bring 
Nabal to repentance ;- but now, by her faithful reproofs, fhe 


_ brings him to defpair. 


_ 3dly, Nabal at laft dead indeed. About i days after, when 
he had been kept fo long under this preffure and pain, the Lord 


fmote him that he died, ver. 38. and it fhould feem he never 


_ held up his head. _ It is juft with Ged, (faith Bifhop Hall), 


that they who live without grace fhould die without comfort. 
Neither can we expe better, while we go on in our fins. 


_ Here is no lamentation made for Nabal; he departed without 
being defired ; and,.every, one wifhed that never, greater lofs_ 
come to, the country..,,,.David,, when-he heard the news of-his. 


death, gave God thanks for it, ver. 39. He blefled God, (1.) 


Dhat he had kept him from killing him:’ Blefid be the Lord, 
who hath kept his fervant from evil. He rejoices. that Nabal 
died a.natural death,,.and, not by. his hand. We fhould take’ 


all occafions. to mention and.magnify God’s goodnefs to.us in 


» ‘Keeping us from fin. (2.) That he had taken the work into 


Vou. Il. 


; ‘ 
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| his\own hands, and had vindicated David’s hosour, and not 


fuffered him to go unpuni‘hed, who had been abufive to him. 
Hereby his intereft would be confirmed, and all would ftand in 
awe of him, as one for whom God fought. .(3.) That he had 


thereby encouraced him, and. all others, to commnut their caufe 
~ Oo ? > 


to God, when they are any way injured, with an aflurance, 
that, m-his own time, he will right them, if they fit fill and 
leave it to him. 

2. Abigail’s wedding. David was fo charmed with the beau- 
ty of her perfon, and the uncommon prudence of her-conduct 
and addrefs, that, as oon as was convenient, after he heard fhe 
was a widow, he fent a-courting to her, ver. 39.3 not doubting, 
but that fhe who approved herfelf fo good a wife to fo ill an 
hufband as Nabal was, would make him a good wife: and ha- 
ving taken notice of her refpect to him, and her confidence 
of his coming to the throne, (1.) He courted by proxy; his 
affairs, perhaps, not permitting him to come himfelf €32) 
She received the addrefs with great modefty and humility, ver. 
41. reckoning herfelf unworthy of the honour; yet having fuch’ 
a refpect for him, that the would gladly be one of the pooreft 
fervants in his family, to walh the feet of the other fervants. 
None fo fit to be preferred as thofe that can thus humble them- 
felves. (3.) She agreed to the propofal, went with his mef- 
fengers, took-a retinue with her, agreeable to her quality, and 
She became his wife, ver. 42. She did not upbraid hin with 


his prefent diftrefles, and afk him how he could maintain her; 


but valued him, [1.] Becaufe the knew he was a very good 
man. [2,] Becaufe fhe believed he would, in due time, be a 
very great man. She married him in faith; not queftioning, 
but that, though now he had not a houfe of his own that he 
durft bring her to, yet God’s promife to-him would at length ~ 
be fulfilled. Thus they who join themfelves to Chrift, muft 
be willing now to fuffer with him, believing that hereafter they 
fhall reign with him. La/ly, on this occafion, we have fome 
account of David’s wives. (1.) One that he had loft before 
he married Abigail; Michal, Saul’s daughter, his firlt, and the 
wife of his youth, to whom he would have been conftant, if 
fhe would have been fo to him; but Saul had given her to a- 
nother, ver. 44.:in token of his difpleafure againft him, and 
difclaiming the relation of a father-in-law to him. (2.) Ano- 
ther that he married befides Abigail, ver. 43. and, as fhould 
feem, before her; for fhe is named firft, chap. xxvii. 3. Da- 
vid. was carried away by the corrupt cuftom of thofe times; 
but from the beginning it was not fo; nor is it fo naw, Meflias 
is come, and the times of reformation, Mat. xix. 4, 5+ Per- * 
haps Saul’s defrauding David of his only rightful wife was the 

occafion of his running into this irregularity: for when the ~ 


_ knot of conjugal affeétion is once loofed, it is fearce ever tied 


faft again. . When David could not keep. his ‘iirft. wife, he 
thought tha: would excufe him if he did not keep to his fecond. 
But we deceive ourfelves if we think to. make others faults a 
cleak for our own, m : 
C3 PL AP. RXV Ess 
David?s troubles from Saul here begin again, and the clouds 
return after the rainy when. one sould -have hoped the 
Jiorm had blown over, iand.the\ fey had cleared up on that 
Side; but after Saul hadowned bys fault in profecuting Da- 
wid, and Davids title tothe crown, yet here he reulves 
the profecution, fo perfely lof was he to all Sense of ha- 
nour and virtue,, Le The Liphites informed bim where 
David was, Verendwandthereupon he marches ont with a 
_ confiderable force:in queft..of bim, ver. 2, 3» IL. Dawid 
gained intelligencerof bit motions, ver. 4.and took a view 
of bis camp, ver. 5. “IEli\He and one (‘of bis men ven- 
tured into his camp in the night, and found him and all 
5 his 
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bis guard® faft afleep, vor. 5-7. IV. David, though 
much urged to it by his companion, would not take away 
Saul’s hfe, but only carried off his fpear and kis crufe of 
water, ver. 8-12. V. He produced thofe as a further 
witnefs for him, that he did not defign any tll to Saul, and 
reafuned with him upon tt, ver. 13,—20. VI. Saul was 
hereby convinced of his error, and once more let fall the 
profecution, ver. 21,—25. The flory is much {ike that 
which we had, chap. xxiv. In both, David is delhvered out 
of Saul?s hand, and Saul out of David's. 


ND the Ziphites came unto Saul to Gi- 

FY beah, faying, Doth not David hide himfelf 
in the hill of Hachilah which is before Jefhi- 
mon? 2 Then Saul arofe, and went down to the 
wildernefs of Ziph, having three thoufand cho- 
fen men of Ifrael with him, to feek David in 
the wildernefs of Ziph. 3 And Saul pitched in 
the hill of Hachilah, which is before Jefhimon 
by the way: but David abode in the wilder- 
nefs, and he faw that Saul came after him into 


the wildernefs. 4 David therefore fent out {pies, 


and underftood that Saul was come in very 


deed. 5 4 And David arofe, and came to the’ 
‘place where Saul had pitched: and David be- 


held the place where Saul lay, and Abner the 
fon of Ner, the captain of his hoft: and Saul lay 
in the trench, and the people pitched round a- 
bout him. 


Here, 1. Saul gets information of David’s motions, and acts 


‘offenfively. The Ziphites came to him, and told him’ where 


David now was; in the fame place where he was when they 


7 


- himfelf, and curbing the bravery ‘of his own fpirit by a filent | 


formerly betrayed him, chap. xxiii. 19. Perhaps (though it is 
not mentioned ) Saul had given them intimation underhand, that 
he continued his defign againft David, and would be glad of 
their affiftance : if not, they were very officious to Saul, fufpec- 


ting what would pleafe him, and very malicious againft David, to | 


whom they defpaired of ever reconciling themfelves ; and there- 


fore they ftirred up Saul, who needed no fuch fpur, againft 
For ought we know, Saul had continued in the — 


him, ver. 1. 
fame good mind that he was in, chap. xxiv. 17. and would 
not have given David this frefh trouble, if the Ziphites had not 
put him on. See what need we have to pray to God, that, 
fince we have fo much of the tinder of corruption in our own 


hearts, the {parks of temptation may be kept far from us, left, 


if they come ‘together, we be fet on fire of hell. Saul readily 


catched at the difcovery, and went down to the place where 


David hid himfelf with an army of 3000 men, ver. 2. “How 
foon do unfanétified hearts lofe the good impreffions which 


their convictions have made upon them, and return with the dog | 


to their vomit ! 

2. David gets information of Saul’s motions, and aéts defen- 
fively. He did not march out to meet and fight him; he 
fought only his own fafety, not Saul’s ruin; therefore he abode 
in the wildernefs, ver. 3. putting thereby a great force upon 


retirement, fhewing more true valour than he could have done 
by an irregular refiltance. (1.) He had fpies who afcertained 


him of Saul’s defcent, that he was come in very deed, ver.4.5 |. 


for he would not believe that Saul would have dealt fo. bafely 
with him, till he had the utmoft evidence of it. (2.) He made 
his own eyes his fpies to obfervye how Saul was incamped, yer. 


SA i ee 


fter, and the crufe of water, and. let us go. 


“Chap. XXVL. 


He came towards the place where Saul and his men had 
pitched their tents; fo near, as to be able, undifcovered, to 
take a view of their intrenchments, probably in the dufk of” 
the evening. Ocr 4 4 

6 Then anfwered David, and faid to Ahime- 
lech the Hittite, and to Abifhai the fon of Ze- 
ruiah, brother to Joab, faying, Who will go 
down with me to Saul to the camp? and Abi- 
fhai faid, I will go down with thee. 7 So Da- 
vid and Abifhai came to the people by night, 
and behold, Saul lay fleeping within the trench, 
and his {pear ftuck in the ground at his bolfter: 
but Abner and the people lay round about him. 

8 Then faid Abifhai to David, God hath deli- 
vered thine enemy into thine hand this day: 
now therefore let me {mite him, I pray thee, 
with the fpear, even to the earth at once, and 
I will not fmite him the fecond time. g And: 
David faid to Abifhai, Deftroy him not: for ~ 
who can ftretch forth his hand againft the Lorp’s 
anointed, and be guiltlefs? 10 David faid fur- 
thermore, 4s the Lorp liveth, the Lorn fhall. 
{mite him, or his day fhall come to die, or he 
fhall defcend into battle, and peril. i1 The 
Lorp forbid that I fhould ftretch forth mine 
hand againft the Lorp’s anointed: but I pray. 
thee, take thou now the fpear that zy at his bol- 
12 
So David took the {pear and the crufe of water. 
from Saul’s bolfter, and they gat them away, 
and no man faw zt, nor knew ir, neither awa- 
ked: for they were all afleep, becaufe a deep. 
fleep from the Lorp was fallen upon them. 

Here is, r. David’s bold adventure into Saul’s camp, in 
the night, accompanied only by his kinfman Abithai, the fon. 
of Zeruiah. He propofed it to him, and to another of his. 
confidents, ver. 6.; but the other either declined it, as too- 
dangerous an enterprife, or at leaft was content that Abi- 
thai, who was forward to it, fhould run the mfk of it rather 
than himfelf. Whether David was prompted to-do this by his _ 
own courage, or by an extraordinary impreflion upon his {pi- 
rits, or by the oracle, doth not appear ; but, like Gideon, he 
ventured through the guards, with a fpecial affurance of the 
matte oh Belk Cetera at 

Die é ure he found the camp in. Saul lay fleeping t 
the trench, ee as fome read it, in hi chariot, Bap ae me 
of his carriages, with his pear fuck in the ground by him, to 
be ready if his quarters fhould be beaten up, ver. 7. and all the 
foldiers, even, thofe that were appointed to ftand centinel, were 
fap afleep, ver. 12. Thus were their eyes clofed, and their 


hands bound ; fora deep fleep from the Lord was fallen upon - 


them. Something extraordinary there was in it, that they 
fhould all be afleep together, and fo faft jafleep, that David 
and. Abifhai walked and talked among them, ‘and yet none of 
them ftirred. Sleep, when God gives it his beloved, is their 
reft and refrefhment; but he can, when he pleafeth, make it. 
to his enemies their imprifonment. Thus are the fout-bearted 


| fpoiled, they have flept their fleep, and none of the men of might 


have found their hands, at thy rebuke, O God of Facob, Plal. 
} ; ibe <a 


pe 


Chap. XXVL. 7 L 


~ would not only not do it himfelf, but not permit another to do 


' 


Ixxvi. 5, 6. 
command of the powers of nature, and makes them to ferve | 
Whom God will difable or de- | 
ftroy, he binds up’ with a Spirit of flumber, Rom. xi. 8. How | 
helplefs do Saul and all his forces lie ? all, in effeét, difarmed | 


- ‘ 


It was a deep fleep from the Lord, who has-the 
his purpofes as he pleafeth. 


ay 


f 


and chained, and yet nothing is done at them, but only they 
are rocked afleep. How eafily.can God weaken’ the {trongeft, 
Let all his | 


befool the wifeft, and baflle the’ mott watchful ! 
friends therefore truft him, and all his enemies fear him, 


3. Abithai’s requeft to David for a commiffion to difpatch | 
Saul, with the {pear that ftuck at his boliter ; which (now he | 


lay fo fair) he undertook to do at one blow, ver. 8, He 
would not urge. David to kill him himfelf, becaufe he had de- 
clined it before, when he had a like opportunity : but he beg- 
ged earneftly that he would give him leave to do it; pleading 
that he was his enemy, not only cruel and implacable, but 
falfe and perfidious, whom no reafon would rule, nor kindnefs 
work upon; and that God had now delivered him into his hand, 
and did, in effeg&t, bid him ftrike. The laft advantage he had. 
of this kind was indeed but accidental, when Saul happened 
into the cave with him at the fame time ; but in this there was 
fomething extraordinary: the deep fleep that was fallen on 
Saul, and-all his guards, was manifeftly from the Lord; fo 


that it was a {pecial providence which gave him this opportu- 


nity; he ought not therefore to let it flip. 

4. David’s generous refufal to faffer any harm to be done 
to Saul, and in it a refolute adherence to his principles of loy- 
alty, ver.9. David charged Abifhai not to deftroy him ; 


it. And he gave two reafons for it. -(1.) It would be a 
finful affront to God’s ordinance. Saul was the Liord’s a- 


~ nointed, king of Ifrael, by the fpecial appointment and nomi- 


nation of the God of Ifrael, thepower that was; and to re- 
fift him, was to ire/if? the ordinance of God, Rom. xiii. 2. no 
man could do it and be guiltlefs ; the thing he feared was guilt, 
and his concern more for his innocency than his fafety. -(2.) 
It would be a finful’ anticipation of God’s providence.. God 
had fufficiently fhewed him, in \Nabal’s cafe, that, if he left it 
to him to do him right, he would do it indue time. Encou- 
vaged ‘therefore by his experience, ‘in that inftance, he refolves 
to wait till God fhall think fit to avenge him on Saul, and he 
will by no means avenge himfélf: ver. 10. The Lord Jeall 
jmite him, as he did Nabal, with fome fadden ftroke ; or ‘he 
fhall diem battle, (as it proved he did foon after); or, how- 
ever, his day feall come to die a natural death; and David will 
contentedly wait till then, rather than force ‘his jway to ‘the 
promifed crown by-any indire& methods. The temptation in- 
deed was very ftrong ; but if he do it, he fins againft God; 
and therefore he refifts the temptation with the utmoft refolu- 
tion: ver. 11. The Lord forbid that I fhould Pretch forth mine 
‘hand againft the Lora’s anvinted; no, 1 will never do it, nor 
fuffer it'to be done.’ Thus bravely doth he prefer his confci- 
ence before his intereft, and truft God with the iffue. 

5. The improvement he made of this opportunity, for the 
further evidencing of his own integrity. He and Abifhai car- 
nied away ‘the {pear and crufe of water which Saul had by his 
bed-fide, ver. 12.; and, which was ‘very ftrange, none of all 
the guards were aware of them. If aphyfician had given them 
the ftrongeft opiate, or ftupifying dofe, they could not have 
been fafter locked up with fleep. Saul’s {pear, which he shad 


‘by him for defence, and his ee of water, which he had for 


his refrefhment, »were both ftolen from him while he flept. 
‘Thus do,we lofe our {trength our comfort, when we.are care- 


defs and fecure, and off our watch. 


13 4] Then David went over to the other 
_ fide, and ftood on the top of an hill afar off, (a 


co 


ola May eo Te 
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great {pace being between them.) 14 And 
David cried to the people, and to Abner the 
fon of Ner, faying, Anfwereft thou not, Abner? 
Then Abner anfwered and faid, Who art thou 
that crieft to the king? 15 And David faid to 
Abner, drt not thou a valiant man? and ‘who 
is like to thee in Ifrael? wherefore then haft 
thou not kept thy lord the king ° for there 
came-one of the people in to deftroy the king . 
thy lord. 16 This thing is not good that thou 

haft done : as the Lorp liveth, ye are worthy 

to die, becaufe ye have not kept your mafter 

the Lorp’s anointed: and now fee where the 

king’s {pear is, and the crufe of water, that was 

at his bolfter. 17 And Saul knew Dayvid’s 

voice, and faid, Js this thy voice, my fon Da- 

vid? And David faid, Z is my. voice, my lord, 

Ojking. 18 And he faid, Wherefore doth my 

lord thus purfue after his fervant? for what 

have I done? or what evil zs in mine hand? 

19 Now therefore, I pray thee, let my lord the 

king hear the words of his fervant: If the 

Lorn have ftirred thee up againft me, let him 

accept an offering : but if they be the children 

of men, curfed be they before the Lorp 3 for 

they have driven me out this day from abiding 

in the inheritance of the Lorp, faying, Go 

ferve other gods. 20 Now thereforé, let not 
my blood fall to the earth before the face of 

the Lorp: for the king of Ifrael is come out 

to feek a flea, as when one doth’ hunt a part- 

ridge in the mountains. 


David being got fafe from Saul’s camp himfelf, and havi2g 
brought with him proofs fufficient that he had been there, potts 
himfelf conveniently, fo .as that they might hear him, and yet 
not reach him, ver. 13. and then begins to reafon with them 
upon what had paffed. ~ ; Pr 

1. He reafons ironically with Abner, and plainly banters 
him. David knew very well it was from the mighty power. 
of God, that Abner, and the reft of the guards, were caft in- 
to fo deep a fleep, and that his immediate hand was init. But 
he reproacheth Abner, as unworthy to be captain of the life. 
guards, who ‘could fleep, when the king his matter lay fo' 
much expofed. By this it appears, that the hand of God 
locked them up in this deep fleep, that as-foon .as.ever David 
was got out of danger, a very little thing awakened them, 
even David’s voice at a great diftance roufed them, ver. 14. 
Abner got up, (we may fuppofe it early in.a fummer’s morn- 
ing), and inquired who called and difturbed the king’s repofe. 
It is I, faith David; and then he upbraids him with his fleep- 
ing, when he fhould have been upon his guard. Perhaps, Ab- 
ner, looking upon. David as a defpicable enemy, and one that 
there was no danger from, had negleéted to fet a watch : howe 
ever, ‘he himfelf ought to have been more wakeful. David, 
to put him into a confufion, tells him, (1.) That he had Joft 
his honour: ver. 15. Art not thoua man? fo the’ word is; 
aman in office, that art bound, by the duty of thy place, to 
infpeét the foldiery ? Art not thou in reputation “for a valiant 


man ? So thou wouldft be efteemed ; a man of fuch courage © 


Tt 2 and 


s 


i 


nas us 
exe) 


and condnét, as that there is none like thee; but now thou 
art afhamed*for ever: Thou a general! Thou a fluggard! 
(2.) "That he had deferved to lofe his head: ver. 16. Ye are 


all worthy to dic, by martial law, for being off you guard, 


when you had the king himfelf afleep in the midft of you. 
Ecce fignum. See where the king’s fpear is, in the hand of him 
whom the king himfelf is pleafed to count his enemy. They 
that took away this, might as eafily and fafely have taken a- 
way his life. Now, fee who are the king’s beft friends; you 
that neglected him, and left him expofed, or I that proteéted 
him, when he was expofed. "You purfue me as worthy to die, 
and irritate Saul againft me; but who is worthy to die now? 
Note, Sometimes thofe that unjuftly condemn others, are juft- 
ly left to fall into condemnation themfelves. 

2. He reafons ferioufly and affe@tionately with Saul. By 
this time he was fo well awake as to hear what was faid, and 
to difcern who faid it: ver. 17. Js this thy voice, my fon Da- 
vid? In the fame manner he had expreffed his relentings, 
chap. xxiv. 16. He had given his wife to another, and yet 
calis him fon; thirfted after his blood, and yet is glad to hear 
hig voice. Thofe are bad indeed, that have never any con- 
victions of good, nor any good impreffions.. And now David 
has as fair opportunity of reaching Saul’s confcience, as he had 
juft now of taking away his life: this he lays hold on, though 


‘not of that, and enters into a clofe argument with him, con- 


cerning the trouble he ftill continued to give him, endeavour- 
ing to perfuade him to let fall the profecution, and be recon- 
ciled. 

1ft. He complains of the very melancholy condition he was 
brought into by the enmity of Saul again{t him. 
he laments. (1.) That he was driven from his mafter, and 
from his bufinefs: My lord purfues after his fervant, ver. 18. 
How gladly would ! ferve thee as formerly, if my fervice might 
be accepted? but inftead of being owned as a fervant, I am 
purfued as a rebel, and my lord is my enemy, and he whom 
I would follow with refpeé&t, Iam conftrained to flee from. 
(2.) That he was driven from his God, and from his religion; 
and this was a much greater grievance than the former: ver. 
19. They have driven me out from the inheritance of the Lord; 
have made Canaan too hot for me, at leaft the inhabited parts 
of it, and have forced me into the defarts and mountains, and 
will, ere long, oblige me to quit the country. And that which 
troubled him, was not fo much that he was driven out from 
his own inheritance, as that he was driven out from the inheri- 
tance of the Lord, the holy land. It fhould be more com- 
fortable to us'to think of God’s title to our eftates, and his in- 
tereft in them, than of our own ; and that with them we may 


_ honour him, than that with them we may maintain ourfelves. 


_ Nor was it fo much his trouble, that he was con{trained to 


communicate with idolaters. 


live among ftrangers, as that he was conftrained to live among 
the -worfhippers of ftrange gods, and was thereby thruft into 
temptation to join with them in their idolatrous worfhip. His 
enemies did, in effect, fend him to go ferve other gods; and, per- 
haps, he had heard that fome of them had fpoken to that pur- 
pole of him. ‘Fhey that forbid our attendance on God’s or- 
dinances, do what in them lies to eftrange us from God, and 
to make us Heathens. If David had not been a man of ex- 
traordinary grace, and firmnefs to his religion, the ill ufage he 
met with from his own prince and people, who were Ifraelites, 
and worfhippers of the true God, would have prejudiced him 
again{t the religion they profefled, and have driven him to 
) If thefe be lfraclites, ‘might he 
have faid, let me live and die with Philiftines ; and that it had 
not'that effe@, was no thanks to them.’ We are to reckon 


that the greateft injury that can be done us, which expofeth — 
Of thofe who thus led David into temptation, he * 


us to fin. 


. 
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Two things * 


Chap. XXXVI. - 
ere faith, Curfed be they before the Lord. hofe fall under 


a curfe, that thruft out thofe. whom God receives, ~and fend 
thofe to the devil who are dear to God. } See 

2dly, He infitts upon his own innocency: What have E 
done? or what evil is in mine hand? ver. 18. He had the 
teftimony of his confcience for him, that he had never done, 
nor ever defigned any mifchief to the perfon, honour, or go- 


\ 


_-vernment of his prince, nor to any of the interefts of his coun- 


try. He had lately had Saul’s own teftimony concerning him, 
chap. xxiv. 17. Thou art more righteous than I. . It was very 
unreafonable and wicked for Saul to purfue him as a criminal, 
when he could not charge him with any crime. 

3dly, He endeavours to convince Saul, that his purfuit of 
him was not only an ill thing, but a mean thing, and much be- 
low him: The ding of [/rael, whofe dignity is great, and who 
has fo: much other work to do, is come out to feek a flea, as 
when one doth hunt a partridge in the mountains, ver. 20. ‘The 
purfuit a poor game for the king of Ifrael to catch at. He 
compares himfelf to a partridge, a very innocent harmlefs bird, 
that, when attempts are made upon its life, flies if it can, but 
makes no refiftance. And would Saal bring the flower of his 
army into the field, only to hunt one poor partridge? What a _ 
difparagement was this to his honour! What a ftain would it _ 
be to his memory! to trample upon fo weak and patient, as 
well as fo innocent'an enemy. “James v. 6. Ye have killed tha 
Juft, and he doth not refift you. ; 

4thly, He defires that the core of the controverfy might be 
fearched into, and fome proper method taken to bring it to an 
end, ver. 19. Saul himfelf could not fay, that juftice put him 
on thus to perfecute David, or that he was obliged to do it 
for the public fafety. - David was not willing to fay, (though. 
it was very true), that Saul’s own envy and malice put him on 
to do it; and therefore he concludes it muft be attributed to 
the righteous judgment of God, ‘or ta the unrighteous defigns. 
of evil men. Now, (1.) Uf the Lord have flrred thee up a-— 
gainj? me, either in difpleafure to me, taking this way to punitly - 
me for my fins againft him, though, as to thee, I am guiltlefs ; 
or in difpleafure to thee, if it be the effect of that evil fpirit 
from the Lord which troubles thee ; let him accept an offering 
from us hoth ; let us join in making our peace with Ged, and 
reconciling ourfelves to him, which may be done by facrifice 5 
and then I hope the fin will be pardoned, whatever it is, and 
the trouble, whichis fo great a vexation both to thee and me, ~ 
will come to an end. See the right method of peace-making > 
let us firft make God our friend by Chrift, the great facrifice, 
and then, all other enmities fhall be flain, Eph. ii. 16. Prov. 
xvi. 7. . But, (2.) If thou art put upon it by wicked men, 
that incenfe thee againft me, cur/ed be they before the Lord 
i. e. they are very ill people, and it is fit they fhould» be a- 
bandoned as fuch, and excluded from the king’s court and coun- 
cils. He decently lays the blame upon the evil counfellors,. 
who advifed the king to that which was difhonourable and dif. 
honeft ; and infifts upon it, that they be removed from about: 
him, and forbidden his prefence, as men curfed before the _ 


| Lord; and then he hoped he fhould gain his petition, which 


is, ver. 20: Let not my blood fall to the earth, as thou threaten~ 
eft; for it is before the face of the Lord, who will take cogni~ © 
fance ‘of the wrong, and avenge it. Thns pathetically doth 
David plead with Saul for-his life, and, in order to that, for — 
hisfavougable ‘opinion of him...) 4°g PA ae he 


at § Then faid Saul, I have finned : return, 


my fon David, for I will no more do thee harm, 


‘becaufe my foul was precious in thine eyes this _ 
day : behold, I have played the fool, and have — 
: erred 
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Chap. XXVII. i 
ing. ‘Though we do not find that he augmented his forces 
at all, while Saul lived, (for chap, xxx. 10. he had. but his 
Six bundred-men) ; yet immediate y after Saul’s death, that 
was the rendezvous of his friends : nay, it fhould feem, that. 
while he kept himfelf clofe, becaufe of Saul, ‘multitudes reforted 
to him, at leaft to affure him of their fincere intentions, 1 Chron. 
Xi. I,—22. And this farther advantage David gained, that 
Ziklag was annexed to the crown, at lea{t the royalty of it 
pertained to the kings of Judah ever after, ver. 6. Note, 
‘There is nothing loft by humility and modefty, and a will- 
ingnefs to retire. Real advantages follow thofe that flee from 

_ imaginary honours. Here David continued for fome days, €- 
ven four months, as it may very well be read, ver. 7. or fome 
days above four months. The Seventy read it, only fome 
months, fo long he waited for the fet time of his acceflion to 
the throne ;_ for he that believeth will not make hafte. 

8 And David and his men went up and 
mvaded the Gefhurites, and the Gezrites, and 
the Amalekites: for thofe nations were of old 
the inhabitants of the land, as thou goeft to 
Shur, even unto the land of Egypt. 9g And 
David fmote the land, and left neither man nor 
woman alive, and took away the fheep, and 
the oxen, and the affes, and the camels, and 
the apparel, and returned, and-came to Achith. 

. 10 And Achith faid, Whither have ye made a 
rode to-day? And David faid, Againft the 
‘fouth of Judah, and againft the fouth of the 
Jerahmeelites, and againft the fouth of the Ke- 
nites. xx And David faved neither man nor 


woman alive, to bring tidings to Gath, faying, | 
Leit they fhould tell on us, faying, So did Da- 


vid, and {o %w// be his manner, all the while he 
dwelleth in the country of the Philiftines. 12 
And Achifh believed David, faying, He hath 


made his people Ifrael utterly to abhor him ; 


therefore he {hall be my fervant for ever. 


’ Here is an account of David’s actions, while he was in the 
land of the Philiftines ; a fierce attack he made upon fome re- 
mains of the devoted nations, his faccefs in it, and the repre- 
fentation he gave of it to Achith. 


._, 1. We may excufe him from injuftice and cruelty in this ac- 


_ tion, becaufe thefe people whom he cut off, were fuch as Heaven 


if ‘ had long fince doomed to deftruétion ; and he that did it, Was — 


one whom Heaven had ordained to dominion; fo that the 
thing was very fit to be done, and he was very fit to do it. It 
was not for him that was anointed to fight the Lord’s battles, 


to fit ftill in floth, however he thought fit in modefty to retire, 
that he might expofe — 
himfelf for Ifracl. He avenged an old quarrel that God had — 


He defired to be fafe from Saul only, 


with thefe nations 3 and, at the fame time, fetched in provi- 


fions for himfelf and his army ; for by their fwords they mult 
live. The Amalekites were to. be all cut of; probably the |. 
_  Gehhurites and Gezrites. were branches of Amalek. Saul was | 
~ rejeéted for {paring them ; David makes up the deficiency of» 


his obedience before he fucceeds him. He {mote them, and 
left none alive, ver. 8, 9. The fervice paid itfelf; for they car- 


David’s forces. _ 


ried off abundance of {poil, which. ferved.for the’ fabfiftence of 


2, Yet we cannot excufe him from diffimulation with Achifh, ' 


in the account he gave him of this. expedition. 
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1, It feems David was not willing he fhould know the 
truth, and therefore {pared none to carry tidings to Gath, ver, 
T1.; not becaufe he was afhamed of what he had done as an 
ill thing, but becaufe he was afraid, if the Philiftines knew it, 
they would be apprehenfive of danger to themfelves or their al. 
lies, by harbouring him among them, and would’expel him 
their coafts. It would be eafy to conclude, if fo he did, 
fo will be his manner ; and therefore he induftrioufly conceals 
it from them, which it feems he could do, by putting them all 
to the {word; for none of their neighbours would inform a- 
gainft him, nor, perhaps, would foon come to the knowledge 
of what was done ; intelligence not being fo readily communi- 
cated then as now. 

2dly, He hid it from Achifh, with an equivocation, not at 
all becoming his character. Being afked which way he had 
made his fally, he anfwered, Againft the fouth of Fudah, ver. 
Tt was true, he had invaded thofe countries that lay fouth 
of Fudah; but he made Achith believe he had invaded thofe 
that lay fouth in Fudah, the Ziphites, fuppofe, that had once 
and again betrayed him: fo Achith under(toad him, and from 
thence inferred, that he bad made his people Lfrael to abbor him, 
and fo rivetted himfelf in the intere{t of Achifh. The fidelity 
of Achifh to him, his good opinion of him, and the confidence: 
he put in him, aggravate his fin in deceiving him thus. Which, 
with fome other fuch inftances, David feems penitently to 
reflect upon, when he prays, Remove from me the way, of ly- 


ing. 


CHAP. XXVUI. 


Preparations are herein making for that war which will pe ar 
end to the life and reign of Saul, and fo make way for David 
to the throne. In this war, 1. The Philiftines are the ag- 
grefors, and Achifh their king makes David his conjident, 
ver. I, 2. I. The Lfraelites prepare to receive them, and 
Saul their king makes the devil his privy-counfellor, ‘and there» 
by fills the meafure of his iniquity. Obferve, (1.) The de- 
Jpairing condition which Saul was in, yer. 85-6. (2.) The’ 
application he made to a witch, to bring him up Samuel, 1 
714. (3-) His difcourfe with the apparition, ver. x is, 
19. (4). The damp it fruck upon him, ver. Zl 25, 


ND it. came to pafs in thofe days, that the 
~* Philiftines gathered their armies together 
for warfare, to fight with Hfrael: and Achifh- ‘ 
faid unto David, Know thou affuredly, that 
thou fhalt go out with me to battle, thou and 
thy men. 2 And David faid to Achifh, Surely 
thou fhalt know what thy fervant can do. And 
Achith faid to David, Therefore will I make 
thee keeper of mine head for ever. 3 Now 
Samuel was dead, and all Ifrael had lamented ~ 
him, and buried him in Ramah, even in his 
own city: and Saul had put away thofe that 
had familiar {pirits, and the wizards, out of the 
land. 4 And the Philiftines gathered them- 
felves together, and came and pitched in Shu- 
nem: and Saul gathered all Lfrael together, and 
they pitched in Gilboa.. 5 And when Saul faw » 
the hoft’of the Philiftines, he was afraid, and 
his heart’ greatly trembled... 6 And when Saul 
inquired of the Lorp, the Lerp anfwered him 
ngt, . 


* 


that. Davil was fled to Gath: and he fought no 
more again for hin. 5 And David faid un- 
to Achifh, If I have now found grace in thine 
eyes, let them give me a place in fome town 
in the country, that 1 may dwell there: for 
why fhould thy fervant dwell in the royal city 
' with thee? 6 Then Achifh gave him Ziklag 
that day: wherefore Ziklag pertaineth unto the 
kings of Judah unto this day. 7 And the time 
that David dwelt in the country of the -Phili- 
itines, was a full year and four months. 


Here is, 1. The prevalency of David's fear, which was'the 
effect of the weaknefs of his faith: ver. 1. He /aid to his 
heart, (fo it may be read), in his communings with it, con- 
cerning his prefent condition, J /hall now perifh one day by the 
hand of Saul. He reprefented to himfelf the reftlef$ rage and 

malice of Saul, who could not be wrought into a reconcilia- 
tion; the treachery of his own countrymen; witnefs that of 
the Ziphites once and again; he looked upon his own forces, 
and obferved how few they were, and that no recruits had 
come in to him of a great while; nor could he perceive that 
he got any ground; and from hence, in a melancholy mood, 
-he draws this dark conclufion, J /hall one day peri/b by the hand 
of Saul. But, O thou of little faith, wherefore doft thou doubt ? 
- Was he not anointed to be king? Did not that infer an af- 
furance, that he fhould be preferved to the kingdom ? Though 
he had no reafon to truft Saul’s promifes, had he not all the 
reafon in the world to traft the promifes of ‘God? His expe- 
rience of the particular care Providence took of him, ought to 
have ‘encouraged him. He that has delivered, doth, and will. 
But unbelief is a fin that eafily befets even good men. When 
without are fightings, within are fears, and it is a hard matter 
-to get over them., Lord, increafe our faith. 
2. The refolution he came to hereupon. Now Saal was 
_for this time returned to his place, he determined to take this 
opportunity of retiring into the Philiftines country. Confult- 
ing his own heart only, and not the ephod, or the prophet, he 
concludes, There is nothing better for me, than that I Joould 
Speedily efeape into the land of the Philifines.. Long trials are 
in danger of tiring the faith and patience even of very good 
men. Now, (1.) Saul was an enemy to himfelf and his king- 
dom, in driving him to this extremity. He weakened his 
own intereft, when he expelled from his fervice, and forced 
into the fervice of his enemies, fo great a general as, David 
was, and fo brave a regiment as he had the command of. (2:) 
David was no friend to himfelf in taking this courfe.. God 
had appointed him to fet wp his ftandard in the /and of Fudah 
chap, xxii. 5. There God had wonderfully preferved him, 
and employed him fometimies for the good of his country ; why 
then fhould he think of deferting his poft? How could he ex- 
pect the protection of the God of Ifrael, if he go out of the 
borders of the land of Iftael? Can he expect to be fafe among 
-the Philiftines, ‘out of whofe hands he had lately éfcaped ‘fo 
natrowly, by feigning himfelf mad? Will he receive obliga- 
tions from thofe now, whom he knows, when he comes. to be 
king, he muft not return kindnefs to, but be under an obliga- 
tion to make war upon ? He will hereby gratify his enemies, 


who bid him go ferve other gods, that they might have where- 
_ with to reproach him; and will very much weaken the hands — 
of his friends, who would not have wherewith to anfwer that 


reproach. -Sée what need we have to pray, Lord, lead us not 
-into temptation. Fe oe . 
3. The kind reception he ‘had at Gath. Achith bid him 


t 
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Gath, but bordering upon Tfrael,. where he might keep up 
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welcome, partly out of generofity, being proud of entertainipg 
fo brave a mian ; partly out of policy, hoping to engage him for 
ever to his fervice, and that his example would invite many 
more to defert and come over to him No doubt, he gave 
David a folemn promifé of prote&tion, which he could rely 
upon, when he could not truft Saul’s promifesy We may 
blufh to think, that the word of a Philiftine fhould go further 
than the word of an Ifraelite, who, if an Ifraelite indeed, 


would be without guile ; and that the city of Gath fhould be 


a place of refuge for a good man, when the cities of Ifrael 
are made too hot for him. David, (1.) Brought his men 
with him, ver. 2. that they might guard him, and might them- 
felves be fafe where he was; and to recommend himifelf the 
more to Achifh, who hoped to have fervice out of him. (2.) 
He brought his family with him; his wives and his houfebold, 


fo did all his men, ver. 2, 3. Matters of families ought to take 


care of thofe that are committed to them, to proteét and pro- 


vide for thofe of their own houfe, and to dwell with them as 


men of knowledge. Pee: Fetes 
4. Saul’s defifting from the further profecution of him, ver. 
4. He fought no more again for him. ‘This intimates, that, 
notwithftanding the profeffions of repentance he had lately 
made, ifhe had had David in his reach, he would haye been 
at him again; but, becaufe he dares not come where he is, he: 
refolves to let him alone. -Thus many feem to leave their fins, 
but really their fins leave them; they would perfift in them if 
they could. Saul fought no more for him, contenting him- 
felf with his banifhment, ‘fince he could not have his blood ; 
and hoping, it may be, (as he had done chap. xviii. 25.) 
that he would fome time or other fall by the hand of the Phili- 


fines ; and though he would rather have the pleafure of de- 


ftroying him himfelf, yet if they do it, he will be fatisfied, fo 
that it may be done effectually. 

‘5. David’s removal to Gath from Ziklag. 

1/, Dayid’s. requeft for leave to remove, was prudent and 
very modeft, ver. 5. (1.) It was really prudent. David knew 
what it was to be envied in the court of Saul, and had much 
more reafon to fear in the court of Achifh; and therefore. de- 
clines preferment there, and wifhes for a fettlement in the — 
country, where he might be private, more within himfelf, and ~ 
lefs in other people’s way. Ina town of his own, he might 
have the more free exercife of his religion, and keep his men 
better to it, and not have his righteous foul vexed, as it was 
at Gath, with the idolatries of the Philiftines. (2 oceres 


It was prefented to Achifh, it was very modeft. He doth not 


prefcribe to him what place he fhould-aflign him, only begs it — 
might be in fome town in the country, where he pleafed :’ beg- 
gars muft not be chufers: but gives this fora réafon, Why 


hould thy fervant dwell in the royal city? to crowd thee, and 
my ) By 


difoblige thofe about thee. Note, Thofe that would ftand 
faft, muft not covet to ftand high; and humble fouls aim not 
to dwell in royal cities. OU uate Gag a Ae 
2dly, The grant which Achifh made ‘him upon that requeft 
was very generous and kind, ver. 6,47. Achifh gave him. — 
Ziklag. Hereby, (1.) Hracl recovered their ancient right = 
for Ziklag was in the lot of the tribe of Judah, Joth. xv. 31. 
and afterwards, out of that lot, was affigned, with fome other, 
cities, to Simeon, Jofh. xix. 5.; but eitherit was never fubdued, 
or the Philiftines had, in fome ftruggle with ‘Ifrael, made them- _ 
felves mafters of it: perhaps, they had got it unjuftly, and A- 


-chifh, being a man of fenfe and honour, took this occafion to 


reftote it. The righteous God judgeth righteoufly, (2.) David — 
gained a commodious fettlement, not only ata diftance from 


correfpondence with his own countrymen, and whether they 
mighit refort to him upon the revolution that was now approach- 


» 
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ing. Though we do not find that he augmented his forces 
at all, while Saul lived, (for chap, xxx. 10. he had. but his 
Six hundred men) ; yet immediately after Saul’s death, that 
was the rendezvous. of his friends : nay, it fhould feem, that. 
while he kept himfelf clofe, becaufe of Saul, multitudes reforted 
to him, at leaft to affure him of their fincere intentions, 1 Chron. 
Xl. 1,—22. And this further advantage David gained, that 
Ziklag was annexed to the crown, at lea(t the royalty of it 
pertained to the kings of Judah ever after, ver. 6. Note, 
‘There is nothing loft by humility and modefty, and a will- 
ingnefs to retire. Real advantages follow thofe that flee from 


imaginary honours. Here David continued for fome days, e- 


ven four months, as it may very well be read, ver. 7. or fome 
days above four months. The Seventy read it, only fome 
months, fo long he waited for the fet time of his acceffion to 
the throne ;_for he that believeth will not make hafte. 

8 4 And David and his men went up and 
mvaded the Gefhurites, and the Gezrites, and 
the Amalekites: for thofe nations were of old 
the inhabitants of the land, as thou goeft to 
Shur, even unto the land of Egypt. 9 And 
David fmote the land, and left neither man nor 
woman alive, and took away the fheep, and 
the oxen, and the affes, and the camels, and 
the apparel, and returned, and.came to Achith. 


. 10 And Achith faid, Whither have ye made a 


r. 


rode to-day? And David faid, Againft the 


‘fouth of Judah, and againft the fouth of the 


Jerahmeelites, and againft the fouth of the Ke- 
nites. xx And David faved neither man nor 
woman alive, to bring tidings to Gath, faying, 
Lett they fhould tell on us, faying, So did Da- 
vid, and fo ‘wld be his manner, all the while he 
dwelleth in the country of the Philiftines. x2 
And Achith believed David, faying, He hath 
made his people Ifrael utterly to abhor him; 
therefore he {hall be my fervant for ever. 

\ Here is an account of David’s adtions, while he was in the 
land of the Philiftines ; a fierce attack he made upon fome re- 
mains of the devoted nations, his faccefs in it, and the repre- 
fentation he gave of it to Achith. 


1. We may excufe him from injuftice and cruelty in this ac- 
tion, becaufe thefe people whom he cut off, were fuch as Heaven 


had long fince doomed to. deftruétion 3 and he that did it, was ~ 


one whom Heaven had ordained to dominion; fo that the 
thing was very fit to be done, and he was very fit to do it. It 
was not for him that was anointed to fight the Lord’s battles, 
to fit ftill in loth, however he thought fit in modefty to retire.. 
He defired to be fafe from Saul only, that he might expofe 


himfelf for Ifrael. He avenged an old quarrel that God had 
with thefe nations 3 and, at the fame time, fetched in provi- 
fions for himfelf and his army ; for by their fwords they mufk: | 


live. The Amalekites were to be all cut off; probably the 


Gefhurites and Gezrites. were branches of Amalek. Saul was | 
reje@ted for {paring them; David makes up the deficiency of + 
Fe mote them, and — 


his obedience before he fucceeds him. 4] 
left none alive, ver. 8, 9. The fervice paid itfelf; for they car- 
ried off abundance 


David’s forces. 
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2, Yet we cannot excufe him from diffimulation with Achifh, 


in the account he gave him of this. expedition. 
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of fpoil, which. ferved for the’ fubfiftence of *| 
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tf, It feems David was not willing he fhould know the 
truth, and therefore fpared none to carry tidings to Gath, ver, 
11.3 not becaufe he was afhamed of what he had done as an 
ill thing, but becaufe he was afraid, if the Philiftines knew it, 
they would be apprehenfive of danger to themfelves or their al. 
lies, by harbouring him among them, and would expel him 
their coafts. It would be eafy to conclude, if fo he did, 
fo will be his manner ; and therefore he induftrioufly conceals 
it from them, which it feems he could do, by putting them all 
to the {word; for none of their neighbours would inform a- 
gainft him, nor, perhaps, would foon come to the knowledge 
of what was done ; intelligence not being fo readily communi- 
cated then as now. 

2dly, He hid it from Achifh, with an equivocation, not at 
all becoming his character. Being afked which way he had 
made his fally, he anfwered, Againft the fouth of Fudah, ver. 
Tt was true, he had invaded thofe countries that lay fouth 
of Fudah; but he made Achith believe he had invaded thofe 
that lay fouth in Fudabh, the Ziphites, fuppofe, that had once 
and again betrayed him: fo Achith under(toad him, and from 
thence inferred, that he bad made his people [frael to abhor him, 
and fo rivetted himfelf in the intereft of Achifh. The fidelity 
of Achith to him, his good opinion of him, and the confidence 
he put in him, aggravate his fin in deceiving him thus. Which, 
with fome other fuch inftances, David feems penitently to. 
reflect upon, when he prays, Remove from me the way. of ly- 
ing. 


CHAP. XXVUHII. 


Preparations are herein making for that war which will put ar 
end to the life and reige, of Saul, and fo make way for David 
to the throne. In this war, 1, The Philiftines are the ag- 
greffors, and Achifo their king makes David his conjident, 
ver. 1, 2. Il. The Lfraclites prepare to receive them, and 
Saul their king makes the devil his privy-counfellor, ‘and theres 
by fills the meafure of his iniquity. Obferve, (1.) The de- 
Jpairing condition which Saul was in, yer. 3,—~6. (2.) The’ 
application he made to a witch, to bring him up Samuel, ver. , | 
7—14- (3) His difcourfe with the apparition, yer. 15, 
—19- (4) The damp it firuck upon him, ver, 21.25, 


ND it. came to pafs in thofe days, that the 
~* Philiftines gathered their armies together 
for warfare, to fight with Ifrael: and Achith,: “ 
faid unto David, Know thou affuredly, that - 
thou fhalt go out with me to battle, thou and 
thy men. 2 And David faid to Achith, Surely 
thou fhalt know what thy fervant can do. And 
Achifh faid to David, Therefore will I make 
thee keeper of mine head for ever. 3 Now* 
Samuel was dead, and all Ifrael had lamented > 
him, and buried him in Ramah, even in his 
own city: and Saul had put away thofe that 
had familiar {pirits, and the wizards, out of the 


Jand. 4 And the Philiflines gathered them- 


felves together, and came and pitched in Shu- 
nem: and Saul gathered all Urael together, and. 
they pitched in Gilboa.. 5 And when Saul faw ° 
the hoft'of the Philiftines, he was afraid, and 
his heart’ greatly trembled.. 6 And when Saul 
inquired of the Lorp, the Lorp anfwered him 
not, . 


? 
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mot, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by 
prophets. 


Here is, 1. The defign of the: Philiftines again{t Iftael; they 
refolved to fight them, ver. 1. If the Ifraelites had not forfa- 
ken God, there had been no Philiftines remaining to moletft 
them; if Saul had not forfaken him, they had by this time 
been put out of all danger by them, ‘The Philiftines took an 
opportunity to make this attempt, when they had David a- 
mong them, whom they feared more than Saul and all his 
forces. 

_ , 2. The expe@ation Achifh had of affiftance from David ia 
this war, and the encouragement David gave him to expect it. 
Thou /halt go with me to battle, faith Achith; if I proteét thee, 
I may demand fervice from thee; and he will think himfelf 
happy, if he-may have fuch a man as David on his fide, who 
profpered-whitherfoever he went. David gives him an ambi- 
-guous anfwer: We will fee what will be.done; it will be time 
enough to talk of that hereafter; but /urely thou /halt know what 
thy fervant can do, ver. 2. i. e. 1 will confider in what poft I 
may be beft able to ferve thee, if thou wilt but give me leave 


to chufe it. Thus he keeps himfelf free from a promife to ferve - 


chim, and yet keeps up his expedtation of it. For Achifh took 
it in no other fenfe, but as‘an engagement to aflift him, and pro- 
-mifed him thereupon, that he would make him captain of the 
guards, protector, or prime minifter of fate. 

3. The drawing of the armies on both fides into the field, 
ver. 4. The Philiftines pitched in Shunem, which was in the 
tribe of Iffachar, a great way north from their country. It 
feems the land of Ifrael was ill guarded, when the Philiftines 
could march their army into the very heart of the country. 
Saul, while he purfued David, left his people naked and expo- 

fed. On fome of the adjacent mountains of Gilboa, Saul mu- 
{ters his forces, and prepares to engage the Philiftines, which 
he had litle heart to do, now the /pirit of the Lord was depart- 

_ ed from him. 

-». 4+ The terror Saul was in, and the lofs he was at upon this 
soccafion. He faw the hoft of the Philiftines, and by his.own 

~ view of them, and the intelligence his {pies brought him, he 

-perceived they were more numerous, better armed, and in bet- 


ter heart than his own were, which made him afraid, fo that 


Ais heart greatly trembled, ver. 5. Had he kept clofe to God, 
she needed not have been afraid at the fight of an army of Phi- 
_ liftines ; but now he had provoked God to forfake him, his 
intereft failed, his armies dwindled, and looked mean ; and, 
which was worfe, his {pirits failed him, his heart funk within 
thim. A guilty confcience. made him tremble at the fhaking of 
aleaf: now he remembered the guilty blood of the Amale- 
kites which he had fpared, and the innocent blood of the prielts 
which he had fpilt ; his fins are fet in order before his eyes, 
and put him into confufion,—ruffle all his counfels, rob him of 
all his courage, and poffefs him with a certain fearful looking 
“for of judgment and fiery indignation. Note, Troubles are 
terrors to the children of, difobedience,, In this diftrefs. Sau/ 


inguired of the Lord, ver..6. Need drives thofe to God, that, 


in the day of their profperity, flighted his oracles and altars : 
Lord, in trouble have they wvifited thee, Ua. xxvi. 16. Did, ever 
any feek the Lord and mifs of finding him? Yes, Saul did ; 
the Lord anfwered him not, took no notice either of his peti- 
tions or of his inquiries; gave him no direétions what to do, 
nor_any encouragement.to hope that he would be with him. 
Should he be enquired of at all, by fuch a one as Saul? Ezek. 
xiv. 3. .No, he could mot expect an anfwer of peace: for, 
{1.) He inquired in fuch a manner, that it was as if he had 
not inguired at all, Therefore it is faid, 1 Chron. x. 14. He in- 


quired not of the Lard; for he did it faintly, and. coldly, and 
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with a fecret defign, if God did not anfwer him, to confult the 
devil. He did not inquire in faith, bur with a double unftable 
mind, (2.) He inquired of the Lord when it was too late, 
when the days of his probation were over, and he was finally 
rejected. Seek the Lord while he may be found, for there is 4 
time when he will not be found. (3.) He had forfeited the 
benefit of all the methods of inquiry. Could he that hated and 
perfecuted Samuel and David, who were both prophets, expect 
to be anfwered by prophets? or he that» had: flain the high 
prieft, to be anfwered by Urim? or he that had finned away.” 
the fpirit of grace, to be anfwered by dreams? No; Be not de- 
ceived, God is not mocked. aye: eR caper) 

5. The mention of fome things that had happened a good 
while ago, to introduce the following flory, ver. 3.. (1.) The 
death of Samuel, Sammel was dead; which made the Phili- 
{tines the more bold, and Saul the more afraid; for had Sa- 
muel been alive, he thought his prefence and countenance, his 
good advice and good prayers, would have ftood him im ftead 
in his diftrefs: (2.) Saul’s edi& againft witchcraft. He had 
put the laws-in execution again{t rhofe that had faniliar fpirits, 
who muft not be /ufered to live, Exod. xxii. 18. ‘Some think 
he did this in the beginning of his reign, while he was under 
Samuel’s influence: others think it was lately done; ‘for itis 
{poker of here, ver. 9. as a late edi&t. Perhaps, when Saul 
was himfelf troubled with an evil fpirit, he fulpected that he~ 
was bewitched, and, for that reafon, cut off all that had fami- — 
liar {pirits. "Many feem zealous againft fin when they them- 
felves are any way hurt by it, that will inform againft fwearers, 
if they fwear at them, or again(t drunkards, if in their drink ~ 
they abufe them, who otherwife have no concern for the glory 
of God, nor any diflike of fin as fin. However, it was com- 
mendable in Saul thus to ufe his power for the terror and re- 
ftraint of thofe evil doers.. Note, Many feem enemies to fin 
in others, while they indulge it in themfelves. Saul will drive 
the devil out of his kingdom, and yet harbour him in his heart, 
by envy and malice. non aa eee ca? es 
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7 Then faid Saul unto his fervants, Seek 
me a woman that hath a familiar fpirit, that L 
may go to her and inquire of her. And his 
fervants faid to him, Behold, there zs a woman 
that hath a familiar {fpirit at En-dor. 8 And 
Saul difguifed himfelf, and put on other rai- 
ment, and he went, and two men with him, | 
and they came to the woman by night; and_ 
he faid, I-pray thee divine unto me by the fa- 
miliar fpirit, and bring me Aim up whom I fhall 
name unto thee. g And the woman faid un- 
to him, Behold, thou knoweft what Saul hath 
done, how he hath cut off thofe that have fa-_ 
miliar {pirits, and the wizards, out of the land: 
wherefore then layeft thou a fnare for my life, 
to caufe me to dié? 10 And Saul fware to her ’ 
by the Lorn, faying, ds the Lorp liveth, there 
fhall no punifhment happen to thee for this 


thing. 11 Then faid the woman, Whom fhall 


I bring up unto thee?. And he faid, Bring me 
up Samuel. 12 And when the woman faw Sa- _ 
mucl, fhe cried with a loud voice: and the wo- | 
man {pake to Saul, faying, Why haft thou de- 
ceived me? for thou art Saul. 13 And the 
Sa king 


1 


ken for granted, that fouls 
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king faid unto her, Be not afraid: for what 
faweft thou? And the woman faid unto Saul, 
1 faw gods afcending out of the earth, 14 And 
he faid unto her, What form is he of? And fhe 
faid, An old man cometh up; and he is cover- 
ed with a mantle. And Saul perceived that 
it was Samuel, and he ftooped with bis face to 
the ground, and bowed himfelf, 


Here, 1. Saul hearkens out for a witch, ver. *. When 
God anfwered him not, if he had humbled himfelf by repent- 
ance, and perfevered in feeking God, who knows, but that at 
Jength he might have been intreated for him? But, fince he can 
difcern no comfort, either from heaven or earth, (Ha. viii. 21, 
22.), he refolves to knock at the gates of hell, and to fee if 
any there will befriend him, and give him advice: Seek me a 
ewoman that has a familiar fpirit, ver. 4. And his fervants 
were too officious to ferve him in this ill thing: they prefently 
recommended one to him at Endor, a, city not far off, who 
had efcaped the execution of Saul’s edi&.. “To her he, refolves 
to apply himfelf. Herein he is chargeable,’ (1.) With con- 
tempt of the God of Ifrael; as if any creature could do him a 
kindnefs when God had left him, and frowned upon him. (2.) 
With contradi&ion to himfelf, He knew the heimoulnefs of 
the fin of witchcraft, elfe he would not have cut of thofe that 
had familiar fpirits: yet now he has’ recourfe to that as an o- 
racle, which he had before condemned as an abomination. It 
js common for men to:inyeigh feverely again{t thofe fins which 
they are inno temptation to, but afterwards themfelves to be 
dvercome by them. Had one told Saul when he was deftroy- 
ing the witches, that he himfelf would ere long confult with 
one, the would have faid, as Hazael did, What! is thy fervant 
a doz ? But who knows what mifchiefs they will run into that 
forfake God, and are forfaken of him? 

2. Hearing of ofe, he haftens to her ; but goes by night, 
and in difguife, only with two fervants, and, probably, on foot, 
ver. 8. See how thofe that are led captive by Satan are for- 
ced, (1.) "To difparage themfelves. Never did Saul look fo 
mean, as when he went fneaking to a forry witch to know 
his fortune. (2.) To diffemble themfelves. Evil works are 
works of darknefs, and they hate the light, ‘theither care for 
“coming to its Saul went to the witch incognito ; notin his 
robes, but in the habit of a common foldier.; ‘not only left the 
witch herfeélf, if fhe had known him, fhould have declined to 
ferve him, either for fear he came to trepan her, or to be te- 
venged on him for his edi& againft thofe of her profeffion, but 
left his own people fhould know it, and abhor him for it. Such 


as the power of natural confcience, that even thofe who do evil | 


blufh, and are afhamed to do it. 

3. He tells herthis errand, and promifeth her impunity, 
(1.) All he défires of her is t@ bring him up one from the dead, 
whom he had a mind to difcourfe with. — It was necromancy, 


©: or divination by the dead, that he hoped to ferve his purpofe 


by. This was exprefsly forbidden by the law, Deut. xviii. rr. 
Seeking for the living to the dead, Va. viii. 19. Bring me up him 
‘whom I foall name, ver. 8. This fuppofeth it as generally ta- 
exi(t after death, and that when 
men die there is not an end of them; that feparate fouls have 
great knowledge : but to think that any good fouls fhould come 
up at the beck of an evil {pirit, or that God, who had denied 
' a man the benefit of his own inftitutions, fiould faffer him to 
‘reap any real advantage by a curfed diabolical invention, was 
very abfird. 2.) She fignifies her fear of the law, and her 
fufpicion that this {tranger came to draw her into a fhare, ver. 
9+ Thou knoweft what Saul has done. Providence ordered it 
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fo, that Sauk fhould be told to his face of his edia apainit 
witches, at this very time when he-was confultiaz one, for the 
great ageravation of his fin, She infjfts upon the peril of the 
law, perhaps to raife her rates; for though mention be not 
made of her fee, no. doubt fhe demanded and had a large one. 
Obdferve, how fenfible the is of danger . by the edict of Saul, 
and what care fhe-is in to. guard againft the danger of that, 
but not-at all apprehenfive of the obligations of God’s law, and 
the terrors of his wrath. She confiders what Saul had done; 
not what God had done, againft fach practices; and fears a 
fare laid for her life, moré than a {nare laid for her foul. Is 
is common for finners to be more afraid of punifhment from 
men, than of God’s righteous judgment. But, (3.) Saul pro- 
mifeth with an oath not to betray her, ver. 10. {t was his 
duty as a king to punith her, and he knew it, yet he fwears not 
to do it; asif he-could, by his own oath, bind himfelf from 
that which by the divine command he was bound to. But he 
promifed more than he tould perform, when he faid, There 
Joall no punifoment happen to thee 3 for he that-could not fe- 
oure himfelf, much: lefs could fecure her from divine venge- ~ 
ance. 

74. Samuel, who was lately dead, is the perfon whom Saul 
defired to have fome talk with; and the witch, with herin- 
chantments, gratifies his defire, and brings’ them together. 

1, As foon as Saul had given the witch the affurance the 
defired, that he would not difcover her, fhe applied herfelf to 
her witchcraft, and afked very confidently, Whom /ball I bring 
up to thee? ver. 11. Note, Hopes of impunity imbolden fin- 
ners in their eyil ways, and harden their hearts. 

2dly, Saul defires to fpeak with Samuel : Bring me up Sa- 
muel. Samuel had anointed him to the kingdom, and had. for- 
merly been his faithful. friend and counfellor ; and therefore 
with him he wifhed to advife. While Samuel was living at 
Ramah, not far from Gibeah of Saul, and prefided there in the 
{chool of the prophets, we never read of Saul’s going to him 
to advife with him in any of the difficulties he was in; it had 
been well for him if he had: then he flighted him, and, per- 
haps, hated hita, looking upon. him to be in -David’s intere(t: 
but now he is dead, O for Samuel again! By all means Bring 
me up Samuel. Note, Many that defpife and perfecute God’s 
faints and minifters when they. are living, would be glad to haye 
them again when they are gone. “Send Lazarus to me, and fend 
Lazarus tomy father’s houfe; Luke xvi. 24, 27. The fepul- 
chres of the righteous are garnifhed. -, ge 

dly, Here is a feeming defeét or chafm in the.ftory: Saul 
wid. Bring me up Samuel; and the very next words are, When 
‘the woman faw Samuel, yer. 12. Whereas. one would have 
expected to be told how fhe: performed the Operation, what- 
{pells and charms the ufed, or that fome little intimation fhould 
be ‘given of what the faid or did. But the profound filence of 
the {cripture, concerning it, {peaks to us not to covet.to know 
the depths of Satan, Rev. it. 24. nor to have our curiofity gra 
tified with any accounts of the myfteries of: iniquity. It ‘has 
been faid of the books of fome of the Popith confeffors, mo . 
by their defcriptions of fin, they have taught men to commit it 5°, 
but the {cripture conceals. finful art, that we may be Simple con. 
cerning evil, Rom. xvi. 19. : Fis 
4thly, The witch, upon fight of the apparition, was aware, 
that her client was Saul, her familiar fpirit, it is likely, inform. 
ing her of it: ver. 12, Why haf thou deceived me with a dif. 
guife? for thou art Saul, the very man that I am afraid of as 
bove any man. Thus fhe gave Saul to underftand the power 
of her art, in that the could difcoyer him through his dilguife; 
and yet fhe feared, leaft hereafter, at leaft, he fhould take ad. 
vantage againft her for what fhe was now doing. Had the be-» 
lieved that it was really Samuel whom fhe faw, fhe would have 
Uu had 
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had more reafon to be afraid of him, who was a good prophet 
than of Saul, who was a wicked king. But the wrath of earth- 
ly princes is feared by molt, more than the wrath of the King 
of kings: 
sthly, Saul, (who, we may fappofe, was kept at a diftance 
in the next room) bid her not be afraid-of him, but go on with 
the operation, and, inquired qwhat he faw, O, faith the woman, 
I faw gods afcending out of the earth, i. e. a Spirit. ‘They call- 
ed angels gods, becaufe fpiritual beings. Poor gods, that a/cend 
out of the earth! But the {peaks the language of the Heathen, 
who had their infernal deities, and had them in veneration. If 
Saul had thought it-neceflary to his converfation with Samuel, 
that the body of Samuel thould be called out of the grave, he 
would have taken the witch with him to Ramah, where his 
fepulchre was: but the defign was wholly upon his foul, which 
yet, if it became vifible, it was expected would appear in the 
ufual refemblance of the body.. And God permitted the de- 
vil to anfwer the defign, to put on Samuel’s fhape, that they 
who would not receive the love of the truth, might be geven up 
io Prong delufions, and believe a lie. 'That it could not be the 
foul of Samuel himfelf, they might eafily apprehend, when it 
afcended out of the earth; for the fpirit of a man, much more 
of a good man, goes upward, Eccl. iti. 21.. But if people will 
be deceived, it is juft with Godto fay, Let them be deceived. 
That:the devil, by the divine permiffion, fhould be able to 
perfonate Samuel, is not ftrange, fince he can transform himfelf 
/tnto.an angel of light. Nor is.it ftrange he fhould be permitted 
to. doit upon this occafion; that Saul*might be driven to de- 
fpair, by inquiring of the devil, who would not, in a right man- 
ner, inquire of the Lord, by which he-might have had com- 
fort. Saul being told of gods afcending, was eager to know 
what was the form of:this deity, and in what fhape the appear- 
ed; fo far was he from conceiving any horror at ‘it, his heart 
being wretchedly ‘hardened ‘by the deceitfulne/s of fin. Saul, it 
feems, was not permitted: to fee any manner of fimilitude him- 
felf; but: he:muft takeithe woman’s word for it, that fhe faw 
an old. man, covered with a mantle, or robe, the habit of a judge, 
which Samuel ‘had fometimes worn; and fome think, it was 
for the:fake of that, and the majefty of its afpeét, that ‘the call- 
ed this apparition, Elohim, a :god or gods ; for fo magiftrates 
are ftyled, Pfal. Ixxxii. > 


: 
6thly, Saul perceiving, by the swoman’s defcription, that it 
was Samuel, fooped with his face to the ground, either, as it is — 
generally taken, in-reverence'to. Samuel, though he faw him | 
_ not, or, perhaps, to diften to that foft and muttering voice which | 


he now expeéted tohear ; for, they that had: familiar -{pirits, 
peeped and muttered, Ma. viii. 19i5 and it fhould feem, Saul 


powed:himfel&"(probably by sthe!lwitch’s direGtion);: that he | 


might hear-what was whifpereds and liften: carefully: tovit + for 
the voice of one that has a familiar fpirit, is {aid to come out of 
the groundy and-tocwhifper out-of the duft, Ua. xxixoge He 
would ftoop’ to’ that; who. would ‘not -ftoop' tothe word of 
God. sd hivoedber ek j pt is tt-vilningg) $ 
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15° And Samuel faid to Saul)Why.:haft thou 
difquieted me, to bring’ me wp?» And Saul an- 
fwered, I am fore diftrefled ; for the Philiftines 
make war againft me, and God,is,departed from 
me, and anfwereth;me no more,,neither by. pro- 
phets, nor’ by dreams: thereforeIshave: called 
thee, that thou mayft make ‘known'unto me 
what I fhall do.” 16 Then faid Samuel, Where- 
fore then doft thou,aik of me, feeing the Lorp 
is departed from thee, and is become thine ene- 
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my? 17 And the Lorp hath done to him, as 


- would think | 
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he fpake by me: for the Lorp hath rent the - 
kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to thy 
neighbour, even to David: 18 Becaufe thou o- 
beyedft not the voice of the Lorn, nor execu- 
tedft his fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore 
hath the Loxp done this thing unto thee this | 
day. 19 Moreover, the Lokp will alfo deliver 
Ifrael with thee, into the hand of the Phili- 
ftines: and to-morrow /balt thou and thy fons 
be with me: the Lorp alfo fhall deliver the 
hoft of Ifrael into the hand of the Philiftines. 
We have here the conference between Sauland Satan. Saul 
came in difpuife, ver. 8. but Satan foon difcovered him, ver. 
12. Satan comes in difguife, in the difguife of Samuel’s. man- 
tle, and Saul cannot difcover him. Such is the difadvantage 
we.labour under in wreflling with the-rulers of the darknefs of 
this world, that they know us, while we are ignorant of their 
wiles and devices. ae fle 


departure. He that in his profperity inquired not after God, 
in his adverfity thought it hard, that God anfwered him Not, 


nor took any notice of his inquiries, either by dreams or pro 
phets; he neither gave anfwers immediately himfelf, nor fent. 


_ He doth not, like a penitent, 
fs of God in this ; but, like a man enraged, 
flies out againft God as unkind, and flies off from him : 
Therefore I have catled thee : as if Samuel, a fervant of God, 
would favour thofe whom God frowned upon ;. or as ifa dead 
prophet.could do him more fervice than the living ones. One 
d think, by this, that he really defired to meet with the 


them by any of his meffengers. 
; fs of God i 


own the righteoufnefs of God in 


devil, and expected no other, (though under the covert of Sa~. . 
muel’s name)5, for he defires advice otherwife than from God,. 
therefore from: the devil, that is a rival with God. God de- 


nies me, therefore I come to thee. Kledlere fi nequeo fuperos,. 


hg? 


3. It is cold comfort which. this evil fpirit, in Sammel’s._ 
mantle; gives to Saul, and is manifeftly intended to drive him. 


| to ‘defpair and felfmurder. Had it been the true Samuel, 
, when Saul defired tobe told what he fhould do, he would. 
| have bid him repent, and make his peace with God, and recal- 


David from his banifhment ; and would then have told him,. 


| that he might hope, in this way to find mercy with’God ; but, 
— inftead’of'that, he reprefents his cafe as helplefs, and hopelefs,. 
. ferying him as hedid’ Judas, to whom he was firft a tempter,.. 
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. and then a tormentor, perfuading him firft to fell his matter, 
and then to hang himéfelf. bc SRhy ar 
1f, He upbraids him with his prefent. diftrefs, ver. 16.; 
tells him, not only that God was departed from him, but that 
~ he was become his enemy, and therefore he muft expe@ no 
comfortable anfwer from him: Wherefore dof? thou.afk me ? 
How can I be thy friend, when God is thine enemy! or thy 
counfellor,- when he has left thee ? 
2dly, He upbraids him with the anointing of David to the 
kingdom, ver..17. He could not have touched upon a ftring 
that founded more unpleafant than this to Saul. Nothing is 
faid to reconcile him to David, but all'tends rather to exafpe- 
rate him againft David, and to widen the breach. Yet, to 
make him believe that he was Samuel, he faith, it was what 
God fpake by him. The devil knows how to fpeak with an 
air of religion, and can teach. fal/e apofles to transform them. 
Selves into the-apofiles of Chrifl, and imitate their language. 
Thofe who ufe fpells and charms, and plead in defence of 
them, that they find nothing in them but what is good, may 
remember what good words the devil heré {poke, and yet with 
what a malicious defign. 
3¢ly, He upbraids him with his difobedience to the com- 
mand of God, in not deftroying the Amalekites, ver. 18. Sa- 
‘tan had helped him to palliate and excufe that fin, when Sa- 
muel was dealing with him to bring him to repentance; but 
now he aggravates it, to make him defpair of “God’s mercy. 
See what they get that hearken to Satan’s temptations ; he 
himfelf will be their accufer, and infult over them. — And fee 
whom they refemble that allure others to that which is evil, 
and reproach them for it when they have done. 
__ 4thly, He foretells his approaching ruin, ver. 19. (1.) 
| That his army fhould be routed by the Philiftines. This is 
twice mentioned. The Lord /hall deliver Ifrael into the hand 
of the Philiftines. This he might forefee, by confidering the 
uperior ftrength and number of the Philiftines, the weaknefs 
of the armies of Ifrael, Saul’s timoroufnefs, and efpecially 
God’s departure from them. Yet to perfonate a prophet, he 
very gravely afcribes it once and again to God: the Lord fhall 
do it. (2.) That he and his fons fhould be flain in the battle. 


To-morrow, that is, in a little time, (and fuppofing that it - 


was now after midnight, I fee not but it may be taken ftritly, 
for the very next day after that which was now begun), thou 
and thy Sons /ball be with me, i. e. in the ftate of the dead, fe- 
parate from the body. Had this been the true Samuel, he 
gould not have foretold it, unlefs God had revealed it to him; 
and, though it were an evil fpirit, God might by him foretel 
it; as we read of an evil fpirit that forefaw Ahab’s fall at Ra- 
moth-Gilead, and was inftrumental in it, 1 ings XxXli. 20, 
as perhaps this evil fpirit here was in Saul’s deftruction, by the 
divine permiffion. That evil fpirit flattered Ahab, this fright- 
ened Saul, and both that they might fall: fo miferable are 
they that are under the power of Satan; for whether he rage 
or laugh, there is no refs, allude to Prov. xxix. 9. 

20 Then Saul fell ftraightway all along on 
the earth, and was fore afraid, becaufe of the 
words of Samuel, and there was no ftrength in 
him: for he had eaten no bread all the day, 

nor all the night. 21 And the woman came 
unto Saul, and faw that he was fore troubled, 
and faid unto him, Behold, thine handmaid 
hath obeyed thy voice, and I have put my life 
in my hand, and have hearkened unto thy 
words. which thou fpake& unto.me. 22 Now 
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_ therefore, I pray thee, hearken thou alfo unto 


"Way. 
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the voice of thine handmaid, and lét me fet a 
morfel of bread before thee ; and eat, that thou 
mayft have ftrength, when thou goeft on thy 
23 But he refufed, and faid, I will not 
eat: but his fervants, together with the wo- 
man, compelled him, and he hearkened unto 


_ their voice : fo-he arofe from the earth, and fat 


upon:the bed. » 24 And the woman’ had a fat 
calf in the houfe, and fhe hafted, and killed it, 
and took flour and kneaded it, and did bake 
unleavened bread thereof. 25 And fhe brought 


_ it before Saul, and before his fervants, and they 


did eat: then they rofe up, and went away 
that night. 


We are here told how Saul received. this terrible meflage 
from the ghoft he confulted. He defired to be told eat he 
Should do, ver. 15. but it is only told what he had not done, 
and what fhould be done to him. Thofe that expea any 
good counfel or comfort otherwife than. from God,. and in the 
way of his inftitutions, will be as wretchedly difappointed as 
Saul here was. Obferve, 

1. How he funk under the load, ver. 20. He was indeed 
unfit to bear it, having eaten nothing all the day before, nox 


» that night: he came fafting from the camp, and continued fa(t- 


ing; not for want of food, but for want of a ftomach. The 


_ fear he was in of the power of the Philiftines, ver. 5. took a- 


way his appetite, or, perhaps, the ftruggle he had with’ his 
own confcience, after he had entertained the thought of con- 
fulting the witch, made him to-naufeate even his neceflary food, 
though never fo dainty. This made him an eafy prey to this 
frefh terror that came upon him like an armed.man. He fell 
all along on the earth, as if the archers of the Philiftines had 
already hit him; and there was no flrength in him, to bear up 
againft thefe heavy tidings. Now he had enough of confulting 
witches, and found them miferable comforters. | When God, 
in his word, fpeaks terror to finners, at the fame time he 
opens to them a door of hope, if they repent. But they that 
apply themfelves to the gates of hell for fuccour, muft there 
expect darknefs without any glimpfe of light. 

2. With what difficulty he was perfuaded to take fo much 
relief as was neceflary to carry him back to his poft in the 
camp. The witch, it fhould. feem, had left Saul alone with 
the {pectre, to have his talk with him by himfelf; but, per- 
haps, hearing him fall and groan, and perceiving him to be in a 
mighty agony, fhe came to him, ver. 21. and was mighty im 
portunate with him to take fome refrefhment, that he might 
be able to get clear from her houfe, fearing, that if he fhould 
be fick, efpecially if he fhould die there, fhe fhould be punifh- 
ed for it as a traitor, though fhe had efcaped punifhment as a 
witch. It is probable this made her fo folicitous to help him, 
rather than any affection to him. But what a deplorable 
condition had he brought-himfelf to, when he needed fo 
wretched a comforter ! * 

iff, She fhews herfelf very importunate’ with him to take 
fome refrefhment ; pleads, ver. 21. that fhe had obeyed his 
voice to the endangering of her life; and therefore, why fhould 
not he hearken to her voice, for the relieving of his life! ver, 
22. She had a fat calf at hand, {and the word fignifies one 
that was made ufe of in treading out the corn, and therefore 
could the worfe be fpared); this fhe prepares for his entertain- 
ment, ver. 20. Tolephiis is large in applauding. the extraor- 

Uua2 dinary 


mA 


dinary courtefy.and liberality of this woman ; and recommend- 
ing it for an example of compaflion vo the dittrefled, and rea- 
dinefs to communicate for their relief, though we have no 
profpect of being recompenfed for it. 

2dly, He thewed himfelf very averfe to it: He refufed, and 
faid, I will not eat, ver. 23.°chufing rather to’ die obfcurely 
‘by famine, than honourably by the {word. Had he laboured 
only under a defect of animal fpirits, food might help him ; 
but, alas! his cafe was out of the reach of fuch fuccours. 
What are dainty meats to a wounded confcience? 4s vinegar 
upon nitre, fo is ‘he that fings fongs toa heavy beart; fo difa- 
greeable and unwelcome. * ; 

3dly, ‘The woman, “at length, .with the help of his fervants, 
over-perfuaded him againft his inclination and refolutions, to 
take fome refrefhment. Not by force, but by friendly advice 
they compelled him, ver. 23. and of no other but fuch a‘ rational 
and courteous compulfion, are we to underftand that in the 
parable, Compel them to come in, Luke xiv. 23. How for- 
cible are right words, when men are prefled by them, to that 
which is for their own intereft? Job vi. 25. Somewhat that 
revived Saul was with this entertainment; fo that he and his 
fervants, when they had eaten, ro/é up and went away before 
it was light, ver. 25. that they might halten to their bufinefs, 
and that they might not be feen to come out of fuch a fcanda- 
Jous houfe. Jofephus here much admires the bravery and me 
nanimity of Saul, that, though he was affured he fhould/lofe 
both his life and honour, yet he would not defert his army, 
but refolutely returned to the camp, and ftood ready for an 
engagement. I more admire the hardnefs of his heart, that 
he did not again apply himfelf to God by repentance and pray- 
er, in hopes yet to obtain at: leaft-a reptieve; but he defpe- 
rately run headlong upon his own ruin. And, perhaps, now 
wrath and envy were come upon himi'to the uttermoft, he was 
the better reconciled to his hard fate, how he was told that: his 
fons, and Jonathan among ‘the reft, whom he “hated for his 
affection ta David, fhould die with him. Jf he’ mutt fall, he 
cared not what defolations of his family and kingdom accom-. 
panied his fall, hoping it would be the worfe for his fucceffor. 
EU Vcevovlos vyitie poizbelw aver THe begged not as David, Let 
thy hand be againf} me, but not againft thy people. 
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How Saul, who was forfaken of God, when he was tn al: 


Jfirait, was more and more perplexed and embarraffed with 
his own counfels, we read im the foregoing chapter: In 
this chapter we find, how David, who kept clofe to God, 
when he was in a firai', was extricated and brought of 

| by the providence of God, without any contrivance of his 
own. We have him, 1) Marching with the Philfines a- 
gant Irae), ver, 2. 11. Excepted againft by thé lords 

of the Philifiinés, ver. 3,—5. ° LIL. Happily difmiffed by 

| Achifh, from that fervice, whieh did fo ill become him, and 
which yet be knew: not how to dechine, ver. 6,11. 

A. JOW the Philiftines gathered together all 
y¥ their armies, to Aphek :, and. the Ifaelites 
‘pitched. by a fountain whichés'in Jezreel. 2 
Andthe lords of the Philiftimes pafied on’ by 
hundreds, and by thoufands: but David’ and 
his men pafled on in the rere-ward with Achith. 
3 Then faid the princes of the Philiftines, What 
do thefe Hebrews here? And Achifh faid unto 
the princes of the Philiftines, Zs not this David 
thefervant of Saul’the king of Hrael, which 


: 
4 


MoU EL. 


| Capes AR Or, ROMS. Lh ety 


Chap. Od od 


hath-been with me thefe days, or thef2 years. 
and i have found no fault in him fince he fell 
unto me, unto this day? 4 And the princes of 
the Philifines were wroth with him, and the 
princes of the Philiftines. faid unto him, Make 
this fellow return, that he may go again to his 
place which thou haft appointed him, and let 
him not go down with us to battle, left in the. 
battle he be an adverlary to us: for wherewith 
fhould he reconcile himfelf unto his matter? 
Jfbould it not be with the heads of thefe men? 54s 
not this David, of whom they fang one to ano- 
ther in dances, faying, Saul flew his thoufands, 
and David his ten thoufands? At : 
Here is, 1. The great frait that David was in, which we 
may fuppofe he himfelf was aware of, though we read not of 
his afkking advice from God, nor any projeét of his own to get 
clear of it. The twa armies of the Phihftines and the Ifracl- 
ites were incamped, and ready to engage, ver. 1. Achifh, 
who had been kind to David, had obliged him to come him- 
felf, and bring the forces he had into his fervice. David came 
accordingly, and, upon a review of the army, was found with 
Achifh, in the poft afligned him in the rear, ver. 2. Now, . 
(1.) If, when the armies engaged, he fhould retire, and quit 


his polt, he would fall under the indelible reproach, not only of © 


cowardice and treachery, but of bafe ingratitude to Achifh, who 
had been his protector and benefactor; and had repofed a con- 
fidence in him, and from whom he had receiveda very honour~ 
able commiffion. Such an ill thing as this, he could by no | 
means perfuade himfelf to do. (2.) If he thould , aS Was €X- 
peed from him, fight for the Philiflines againft Ifrael, he 
would incur the imputation of being an enemy to the Ifrael of. 
God, and a traitor to his country; would make his own ] 
ple hate him, and unanimoufly oppofe his coming to the crown, 
as unworthy the name of an Lfraelite, much more the honour and 
truft ofa king of Irael, who had fought againft them, under ° 
the banner of the uncircumcifed. If Saul fhould be killed (as 


| it proved he was in this engagement), the fault would be laid 
| at David’s door, as if he had killed him ; fo that, ‘on each 
- fide, there fecmed. to be both fin and feandal. This was the 


firait: he was ins and a great ftrait it was to a good man, 
greater to fee fin before him than to fee trovble. Into this 
{trait he brought himfelf by his own unadvifednefs, in quitting 
the land of Judah, and going among the uncircumeifed. Thofe 
that affociate themfelves with wicked people, and grow intimate 


| with them, it is ftrange if they come off without guilt or grief, 


or both. | What he himfelf propofed to do, doth not appear: - 
perhaps, he defigned to aét only as keeper ta the king’s head, 

the pott affigned him, chap. XXViil. 2. and not to ‘do any thing 
offenfively ayainft Hrael. But it would have been very ees ta 


|. come fo'mear the brink of fin, and not to fall in. “‘Pherefore,, 
though God might juitty have left him in this difficulty, to 


chaflile him for, his folly 5 ygt, becaufe his sheart. was upright 

with him, ae would not fuffer him to be tempted above what he 

was able, ‘but, with the temptation, made a way for him to ef- 
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2. A door opened for ‘his deliverance out of this ftrait., God, 


inclined the hearts of the princes, of the Philiftines, to oppofe 
his being employed in the battle, and to infilt upon his being 


difmiffed : and thus their enmity’ befriended him,” when no 
‘friend he had was capablé‘of doing him fach a kindnef&.  (1.)- 


» It was @ proper queftioa’ which they’ afked \upon the muftering 
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of the forces; What do thefe Hebrews here? ver. 3. Wiat con 
fidence can we put in them? or what fervice can we expect 
from them? A Hebrew is out of his place; and if he have the 
fpirit of a Hebrew, is ovt of hiselement, when he is in the 
camp of the Philiftines, and deferves to-be baited there. Da- 
vid uled to hate the congregation of evil-doers, however he tame 
now to be among them, Pfal. xxvi. 5: (2.) It was an ho- 
nourable teftimony which Achith on this occafion gave to Da- 
vid. He looked upon him as a refugee, that fled from a wrong- 


ful perfecution in his own country, and had put himfelf under 


." 


~‘neverthelefs, the lords favour thee not. 
_ Wherefore now return, and go in peace, ‘that 
thou difpleafe not the lords of the Philiftines. 


his protection ; whom therefore he was obliged, in juitice, to 
fecure,' and thought he might, in prudence, employ him; for 
(faith he); he has been with me. the/e days, or the/e years, i. e. 
a confiderable time, many days at his court, and a year or two 
ia his country ; and he never found any fault in him, nor faw 
any caufe to diftruft his fidelity, or to’think any other but that 
he was heartily come over to him.» ‘By this it appears, that 
David had carried himfelf with a great deal of caution, and 
had prudently concealed the affection he » ftill: retained - for 
his own people. We have nsed to walk in qwifdom towards 
them that-are without, to keep our mouth when the wicked is be- 
Jore us, and to be upon the referve. (3.) Yet the princes are 
peremptory in it, that he mutt be fent-home; and they give 
good reafon for their infifting-on it. [1.] Becaufe he had 
been an old enemy to the Philiftines ; witnefs the ditty that 
was fung in honour of his triumphs over them, Saul flew his 
thoufands, and David bis ten thoufands, ver..5.- It will be a 
reproach to ug to harbour and truft fo noted a deftroyer of our 
people ; nor can itbe thought he fhould now.!a@ heartily a2 
gainit Saul, who then aged fo vigoroufly“with him, and: for 
him. Who would be fond of popular praife and applaufe, 
when even thatmay another time be turned againft a man to 
his reproach? [2.] Becaufe he might be a moft “dangerous 
enemy to them, and do them more mifchief than all Saul’s ar- 


my could: ver. 4. He may in the battle be an adverfary to us, 


and furprife us with an attack’ in the rear, while the army 


chargeth us in the front; and we have reafon to think he will: 


do fo, that, by betraying us, he may reconcile himfelf to. his 
mafter.. Who can truft a man, who, befides his aff@@ion to 
his country, will think it his intere{t to be falfe to us? It is 
dangerous putting confidence in a reconciled enemy. 


64 Then Achifh called David, and faid-un_' 


to him, Surely, as the Lorp liveth, thou haft 


been upright, and thy going out and. thy: com-, 
good in my! 


ming in with me in the. hoft, is 
fight: for I have not found evil in’ thee, fince 
the day of thy coming unto me unto this day: 
471 


8 And David faid unto Achifh, But what 
have I done? and what haft thou found in thy 
fervant, fo long as I have been with thee. unto 


_ this day, that I may not: go fight againft the 


_ enemies of my lord the king? 9 And Achith 


anfwered and faid to David, I know that thou 


art good in my fight, as an angel of God : not- 


withftanding, the princes of the Philiftines have 


_faid, He thall not go up With'us to. the battle: 
_10 Wherefore now rife.up early in. the morn: 


_ Jing, with thy mafter’s fervants, that gre come 


{ ’ » 
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- forcly, wanted him, though. he 
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with thee: and as foon as ye be up early in the 
morning, and have light, depart: 11 So Da. 
vid and his men rofe up early to depart in the 
morning, to return into the land of the Phili- 
{tines ; and the Philiftines went up to jezreel. 


If the reafons Achifh had to. trot David, were ftrongery 
than the reafons which the princes offered, why they thoutd 
diftraft him, (as I do not fee thay ia policy they were, for 
the princes were certainly ia the right) 3. yet Achifh was but 
one of five, though the chief, and the only one that had the 
title of king ; and, in a,covncil of war held on this occafioa, 
he was over-voted, and obliged to difmifs David, though he 
was extremely fond of him. Kings cannot always do as they 
would,: nor have fuch as they would about them, ae! 

1. The difcharge Achith gives him is very honourable, and 
not a final difcharge, but only from the prefent. fervice. (1.) 
He fignifies the great pleafure and fatisfa@ion he had taken in 
him and in his converfation: Tow art good in my fight, as an 
ange! of Gad, ver. 9. Wile and good men will gain re(pedt where- 
ever they go, from all that know how to make a right eftimate 
of perfons and things, though of different profilvons in-reli- 
gion, What Achith faith of David, God,.by the prophet, 
faith of the houfe of David, (Zech. xii. 8.), that it /ball be as 
the angel of the Lord. But this here is a court-compliment ¢: 
that there is a divine promife. (2.) He gives him)a.teltimo- 
nial-of his good behaviour; ver..6. It is very full, and in o- 
bliging terms: Thou haf been: upright, and thy whole.carriage , 
has been good in my fight; and f have. not Sourd: evil in thee. 
Saul would not have given him fuch an approbation, to whom 
he had done far more fervice than to Achith, God’s people 
fhould behave themfelves always fo inoffenfiyely, as, if poflible, 
to.get the good word of all they have dealings with. And it 
is a-debt we owe to thofe who haye acquitted themfelves well, 
to give them the praife of it. (.) He lays all the blame of 
his-difmishon upon the princes, who.,.would by no. means fuffer 
him to continue in the camp. The king loves thve’ entirely, 
and would venture his life in thy ‘hand, dut the. lords favour 
thee not; and we mult not difoblige them, nor. can. we ‘oppofe 
them, therefore return and go in peace. He had better part 
with his favourite than:occafion a difguft among his generals, 
and a mutiny in his army, He intimates a.reafon,why they 
were uneafy at him, notfo.mach for his own fake, as. for the 
fake of his foldiers, that attended him,- whom-he calls Ais maa” 
ters fervants, viZ,Saul’s,.ver.. Lo. theyacouldstruft him, but 


soft, them. « (44), He.orders him.to-be gone. early, asdoon as 


itwas light, ver. 10. to:prevent their further .refentments, and. 


uthe jealoufies they, wouldihaye been apt to.conceive, if he had 
vlingereds. ...., . 


_ 2+ dis reception ofthis difourfe is “very coimplimental, I 


doubt not. without fome degree.of diffimulation.. What ? 


(faith David), mult I leave my. lord the king, whom kam bound, 
by office; to. protect, jult now when he is- going to expofe him. 
felf in the, field’? ‘why may not I go fight again/? the enemies of 


thy lord the king ?\wer. 8.4 faeming fond'to- ferve him when 


~ he.was,,at this junéture, really fond to leave him.;.but he was 


not, willing Achifh fhould know that he was.. None: knows 
how, {trong. the. temptation is. to compliment and diffemble, 


; which. they, are in,that attend. great-men,.and how. hard.it is 
PF otocavoiduit. dy Sor . 


_ 8: God's providence ordered >it. willy. and. gracioufly for 
him.) For,,befides:that:the fnare-was broke, and he twas deli- 
vered out of the dilemma to,whichthe was reduced ; it. proved, 
a happy haftening of him to the relief.of his. own. city, which 
did. not knowit.) Thus the 

difgrace 


* 
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difgrace which the lords of the Philtftines put upon him, “pro- 
ved more ways than one an advantage to him. The eps of a. 
_good man are ordered by the Lord, and he delighteth in bis way. 
What he doth with us we know not now, but we fhall know 
hereafter, and fhall fee it was all for good. ; 


CHAP. ‘XXx. 


Wh J ane ; a ee | } 
en David Wat Cage ae ra ee ' has all hearts in his hands, and faith to the fury of the moft 


' cruel men, Hitherto it fhall come, and no further. Whether 
| they fpared them, to lead them in triumph, or to fell them, or 


he did not go over to the camp of Ifrael; but, being en- 
pelled by Saul, obferved an exaG neutrality, and flently 
retired to his own city Ziklag, leaving the armies. ready 
to engage. Now, here we are teld, 1, What a melancho- 
ly poflure he found the city in, all laid wafte by the Ama- 
lekites, and what diftre/s he and his men were in upon it, 
ver. 1,6, II. What courfe he took to recover what 
he had loft. He inquired of God, and took out a commif- 
Sion from him, ver. 7, 8.3 purfued the enemy, ver. Q, 10+3 
gained intelligence from a flraggler, ver. 11,—15.3 attack- 
ed and routed the rapparees, ver. 16,'14.; and recovered all 
that they had carried of, ver. 18,—20. TI. What me- 
thod he obferved in the diftribution of the fpoil, ver. 21, 
sm—3 I. 
ND it came to pafs when David and his 
7 men were come to Ziklag on the third 
day, that the Amalekites had invaded the fouth, 


and Ziklag, and {mitten Ziklag, and burnt. it | 


with fire: 2 And had taken the women cap- 
tives, that were therein; they flew not any, 
either great or fmall, but carried them away, 
and went on their way, 3 4 So.David and 
his men came to the city, and behold, 7+ was 
burnt with fire, and their wives, and their fons, 
and their daughters were taken captives. 4 


_ Then David and the people that were with- 


him, lift up their voice and wept, until they 
had no more power to. weep. 5 And David’s 
two wives were taken captives, sAhinoam the 
Jezreelitefs, and Abigail the wife’ of Nabal the 
Carmelite. 6 And David was greatly diftref- 
fed; for the people fpake of ftoning him,, be- 
caufe the foul of all the people.was. grieved, 
- every man for his fons; and for his daughters : 


but David encouraged himfelf in the Lorp his 


God. oh 


Here is, 1. The defeent: which the Amalekites made’ upon 
Ziklag, in David’s: abfence, and the defolations they made 
there. ‘They furprifed the city when it was left unguarded, 
plundered it, burnt it, and carried all the women and children 
captives, ver. 1, 2. 
like havock that David. had: lately made*of them and their 

- country, chap. xxvil.8.: He thatshad; made fo many’ enemies, 
ought not to have left his own: coricerns foonaked and defence- 
lefs. They that make: bold with, others, maftoexpe@ that) o- 


- thers will make as bold with them, and: provide’ accordingly. | 
Now, obferve in this, (14) The cruelty of Saul’s pity, (as it 


proved), in fparing the Amalekitess if hevhad utterly deftroy- 
ed them, as he ought to have done, thefe had not been in be- 


ing to do this mifchief.. 1(/2.)) How David: was correéted for’ 
being fo forward to go: with the:Philiftines againftIfrael. God | 
Shewed him that he had better have ftaid at home, and/looked  ! 
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They intendedy: by this, to revenge the - 


ei 


hapy XXX: 


+ after his own bufinefs. When we go abroad-ir the way’ of 

» our duty, we may comfortably hope, that God will take care — 
| of our families in our abfence, but not otherwife. (3.) How | 
| wonderfully God inclined the hearts of thefe Amalekites, to 

. carry the women and children away captives, and not to kill 

| thems When David invaded them, he put all to the fword, 

| chap. xxvii. 9.3, and no reafon can be. given why they did not 


return it upon his city, but that God reftrained them; for he 


ufe them for flaves, God’s hand. mutt be acknowledged, who 


_ defigned to make ufe of the Amalekites for the correétion, not 
| for the deftruction of the houfe of David. i 


2. The mighty confufion and confternation that. David and 
his men were in, when they found their houfes in: afhes, and 
their wives and: children gone into captivity. Three days 
march they had from the camp of the Philiftines herice to.Zik- 


| lag; and now they came thither weary, hoping to find reft in — 
| their houfes, and joy in their families, behold a black and difmal : 
| {cene is prefented to them, ver. 3. which fet them all a-weep- 


ing, (David-himfelf not excepted), though they were men of 
war, till they had no more power to: weep, ver. 4. "The mention 
of David’s wives, Ahinoam and Abigail; and their being’ car- 


| ried captive, intimates, that that went nearer his heart thamany - 


thing elfe. Note, It is no difparagement to the boldeft, braveit 
fpirits, to: lament the calamities of relations and friends. Ob- 
ferve, (r.) This trouble came upon them when they were ab- — 
fent.~ It was the-ancient policy of Amalek to take Ifrael at 
an advantage. (2.) It met~them at their return, and, for 
ought appears, their own eyes gave them the fir{t: intelligence 
of it. ~Note, When we go: abroad, we cannot forefee what 
evil tidings may meet us when’ we come home again. The 


_ going out may be very chearful, and: yet the coming in very 
 doleful. Boaf not thy/elf therefore of to-morrow, nox of to-night 
neither; for thou knowe/l not what a day, or x piece of a day; 


may bring forth, Prov. xxvii. 1. If when we come off a jour- © 


| ney, we find our tabernacles in peace, and not laid wate, as Da» 
vidi here found his, let the Lord be praifed for it.. TK 


_ 3. The mutiny and murmuring of David’s men againft him: 


ver. 6. David was greatly diftrefed; for in the mid{t of all 
his loffes, his own people fpake of ftoning him, (1.) Becaufe 


they looked upon him as the occafion of their calamities, by 
the provocation he had given the Amalekites, and’ his indifcre-- 
tion in leaving Ziklag without a garrifon in it. Thus apt are 
we, when we are in trouble, to fly into a rage againft thofe - 
who are any way the occafion of our trouble, while we: over- 
look the divine providence, and have not that regard to the _ 
operations of God’s hand in it, which would filence our paf- 
fions, and make us patient. (2.) Becaufe now they began to 
defpair of that preferment which they promifed themfelves in 
following David. They hoped ere this to have been all prin- 


~ces; and now to find themfelves all beggars, was fuch'a difap- 


pointment to them, as made them grow outrageous, and threaten. 


the life of him’on whom, under God, they had’ the greateft 


dependance. What abfurdities will not ungoverned paflions —- 


tun men into? This was a fore trial to the man after God’s 
own heart, and could not but go very near him, Saul had 
driven him his country, the Philiftines had driven him. their — 
camp, the Amalekites had plundered his city, his wives were 
taken prifoners ; and now, to complete his wo, his own fami: ” 
liar friends, in whom he trufted, whom: he had. fheltered, and 
that did eat of his bread, inftead of fympathifing with him, and — 
offering him any relief, lift up the heel againf bin, and thereat 
ened to {tone him. Great faith muft expeét fach fevere ex-— 
ercifes, But it is obfervable, David was reduced to this ex- 
vet _ tremity 


7 


Chap: KEK: | 


tremity juft before his acceflion to the throne; at this 
time, perhaps, the ftroke was ftruck, 
to his advancement. : 
with the church and 
mend. 

4. David's pious dependance upon the diviné providence 
and grace in this diftrefs : 
Lord his God, (1.) His men fretted at their lofs: The foul 
of the people was bitter, fo the word is: their own difcontent 
and impatience added wormwood and gall to the affliction and 
mifery, and made it doubly grievous. But David bore it bet. 
ter, though he had more reafon than any of them to lament 
its for they gave liberty to their paflions, but he 


I, 
very 


Things are fometimes at the wort 
people of God juft before they begin to 


couraged themfelves, he kept his fpirit calm and fedate. 
(2.) It is oppofed to the threatening words his men 
again{t him, they /pake of floning him; but he, 
avenge the affront, nor terrified by their menaces, 


Or, 
gave out 


encouraged 


which opened the door | 


But David encouraged himfelf in the : 


fet his graces 
on work, and by encouraging himfelf in God, while they dif- — 


not offering to | 
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himfelf in the Lord his God; believed and. confidered, with ~ 


application to his prefent cafe, the power and ‘providence of 
‘God, his juttice and goodnefs, the method he commonly takes 
of bringing low, and then raifing up, his care of his people that 
ferve him, andtrut in him, and the 
made to him, 


prefent trouble would end well, 


their relation to ‘him in the: worft of times. 
and intereft of all good people, 
themfelves in God as the Lord, and their God, affuring them- 
felves, that he can and Will bring light out of darknefs, 
out of trouble, and good out of evil, to all that love him, and 
are the called according to his purpofe, 
‘was David's practice, and he+had:the comfort of it: What time. 
Lam afraid, Eavill truft in thees ~ 
‘end, he was not at his faith’s end. 


4 And David {aid unto Abiathar the prieft, 


Ahimelech’s fon, I pray thee, bring me hither. 


the ephod : and Abiathar brought thither the 
ephod to"David. 
Lorp, faying 


fhall I overtake them? And he anfwered him, |: 


Purfue; for thou fhalt -furely overtake them, 


and without fail reeover a//. 9 So David went; | 
_he and the fix hundred” ien that were with 
him, and came to the brook Befor, where thofe.,. 
that were left behind; ftayed.-. 10 But: David 


purfued, he aiid four hundred men: (for. two 

hundred abode behind, which were {fo faint; 
that they could not go over the brook Befor). 
11 ¥ And they found an Egyptain in,the field, 


and brought him to David,and gavethim breads 


and he did eat, and ‘theyomade him = drink*wae 
ter. 12 And they gaverbim a piece bf a ‘ale 
of figs, and tivo clufters of rajfines anil when 
he had eaten, his fpirit.came again, to. hiny,. for 
he had-eatenino bready nor drunk vany.water;: 


threedays and’ three nights. r3:And. ‘David 


whence art thou? And he faid;1. aim acyoung 


faid unto him, To" whoth Belinge/? thou? and 


particular promifes he had | 
of bringing him fafe to the throne; and with 
thefe confiderations fupported himfelf, not doubting but the 

Note, Thofe that’ have ta: | 
ken the Lord for their God, may take encouragement. from | 
It is the duty | 
whatever happens, to encourage | 


peace | 


Pfal. xxvii. 13, 14. Tt 


{| 


When he was at” his’ wit’s- | 


| 


-_§ And David inquired at the *} 
Shall I purfue after this troop? | 


taken to them: David recovered all. 
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man of Egypt, fervant to an Amalekite, and 
my matter left me, becaufe three day agone I 
fell fick. 14 We made an inyafion upon the - 
fouth of the Cherethites, and upon the coaft 
which delongeth to Judah, and upon the fouth 
of Caleb, and we burnt Ziklag with fire. 1s 
And David faid to him, Canf thou bring me 
down to this company? And he faid, Swear 
unto me by God, that thou wilt neither kill 
me, nor deliver me into the hands of my mat. 
ter, and I will bring thee down to this com. 
pany. 16 4 And when he had brought him 
down, behold, they were fpread abroad upon all 
the earth, eating and drinking, and dancing, 
becauie of all the great fpoil that they had ta- 
ken out of the land of the Philiftines, and out 
of the land of Judah. 17 And David fmote 
them from the twilight, even unto the evening | 
of the next day: and there efcaped not a man 
of them, fave four hundred young men which’ 
rode upon camels, and fled. 318 And David 
recovered all that the Amalekites had carried 
away : and David refcued his two wives. £6) 
And there: was nothing lacking to them, nei- 
ther imall nor great, neither fons nor daugh- 
ters, neither fpoil,/nor any thing that they had 
20 And © 
David took all the flocks, and the herds, which 
_ they drave before thofe other cattle, and faid,., . 
This is David’s{fpoil. 
Solomon obferves, that the righteous is delivered out of trous.- 
ble, and the aicked cometh in his fread ; that the ; jupt falleth fe- 
“ven times a-day, and rifeth again.» So it was with David... 
Many were his troubles, but the Lord delivered him out of them 
all; and particularly out. of this, which here we have an ac« - 
count of,, > 
1. He inquired of the Lord, both concerning his duty, .. 
| Shall F purfue after this troop? and concerning the event, 
Shall Powertake them?-ver. 8. It was a great advantage to 
David, that, he had'the high prieft with him, and the breaft- 
plate of judgment, which, as a public perfon, he might confult 
in all his affairs, Numb. xxvii,.21. We cannot think, that 


| he left. Abiathar and the ephod at Ziklag ; for then he and it 


had -been»:carried away by. the Amalekites, unlefs we may 
fuppofe them hid iby: a fpecial providence, that they might be 
ready forDavid:to confult at his rerurn, — If we conclude, that 
David hadhis prieft. and ephod with him in the camp of ther 
| Philiftines, “it -was:: certainly a great negle&t. in him, that he 
| didnot inquire of the Lord “by them, concerning his engage- 
| Ment-to: Achifh.. | Perhapsihe was afhamed to own his religion - 
Lorine: the-uncircumcifed ; but now he begins to appre- 


' | hend,-that' this trouble. is brought upon him to corre him for ~ 


| that.over-fight 5 andstherefore the firft thing he, doth, is to call. 
for the ephod.: It is well if we get this good by our. afflictions, . 
_to be minded by them. of neglected duties, and particulary to 
| be quickened by them to inquire’ of the Lord. See 1 Chron. 
'X¥. 13. Davids had nitro vp dloubt, but that his'war a. . 
_ gaint thefe | Atmalekites) was jut and he had an iticlination *- 
{trong enough to fet vpon them, when it was forthe recovery 
of 


3+: I~ 
of that whinh was dedreft to him in this world; and yet. lse 
would not go about it without allging counfel of God, SFR. 
owning his “dependance upon. God, and fubmmiflion to to in 

we thus, in all our ways, acknowledge. God, we may. eat 
that he will direct our fteps, as he did David’s here,’ antwering 
him above what he alked, with an ailurance that he, dhould 
recover all. 

2. He went himfelf th ‘perfon,, and.t took He thy, all the 
force be had,.in purfint of the, Amialekites, yer. 92, Lo. See 
how quickly. how, bls how effeCually, the amutiny - among 
his foldiers was quathe by his patience ‘and faith. When 
they fpake of /loming him, ver. 6. “if he had Apake « of hanging 
them, or had or dered that the ring! leaders of the fadion ‘fhould 
immediately have had their ‘heads ft ee Of ‘though ” ‘It had 
-been juft; yet tt might have been of Beto con equence to 


PE 
bis intereft in, this cuitical, jungture ; ;. and, while. he. and his 


men had been, fighting 1 it out, the Ama ekites would: have ole ear- 
ly carried off their. fpoil: But ‘when he, 2 as. a deaf man, heard 
nofs {mothered his refentments, and encour ‘aged | him felp i the 
hasta his God, the tumult of the people was {tilled by his" gen- 
tlenefs,, and the. power, ‘of God! on their ‘hearts’, sand. being 
thus mildly, treated, they are now as ready: to-fo 
as they. ‘Weres, but $a. sittle before, to, fly i in his fa Ace. 
is the Reunite ny g ae 
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vant, that was | thus bafely abufed, in(trumental towards, pruie E de 
firuétion of a wh le, pray, ha A lekites, a and his snafter a Ot 
the relt :. for God 1 cae opprefl ed’ ane ety. ants, 


David’s “compafhio ion to” him. Th ough he hac 


ihe was one of thofe that had helped: to detltoy Ziklag % : : 
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fo it : proved, ‘though | they Ww. 
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me aga | 
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any injury, nor deny a kindnels to ae man, ite we khow 
Hot but, {ome time: or others, it maybe: 4i The 1 al to re- 
Flier yinee a kindaels, OF; an, Anjary.s) 3d F intelligence 
Davi received from this poor, Egypt ptia any an uf was come 
to himfif.’ He gave. Rimi’ abe ae, iP CBacethidichis! ‘party. 
(Lup What they had lade: ver?d4.1eiMade'n trvapion, 
fo and 2f0,0.0'F he countrieswhidh [Dayid rads pretended. to 


Achilh to. have anade,asr ineurfion ins Pei - 
really, had invaded. and laid ‘ What; ;was ihe al 
deat 


now proved. foo true. [2. i: He ae A one) Ve 
15, ‘This the promifed David to°Sbf vhim of)! upon cats 
dition he. would {pare his life And "protect hime from ‘his ma- 
fer, who, af, che: oul hear, of himyagdiny (he, — ou 
add: cruelty. to cruelty uch aa, on this; poor 
tian, fae tA 54a ie an ‘oath, ete chsed 1 10.gr at 
er fecurity J for his life than that, ‘Swear’ unto te by. uy ® 
by'thé gods of Egypty or Amalek, bat by the on8 fupreitie ‘Gud. 
. 4 David’ beng direGted)to the places where they Jay feeure- 


Iyicelebrating th heir, triy be fell Yponjthem, and, ashe julgeieto 


il fa bis, deh of re upon his: enemies 
pe es were ‘cut se Ode “Armulekites finding. tie ‘ 
i rich, © g Bot! with it (as! they y'thought) ‘out of the 


reach gee ashe "Baldy Chesley es oie hed ATER? it, 
ver. 0639 >All thoughts :of war were laid:afide 5, nor werethey 
inyeny hale #0, hess hohe te i but fpgead, hue mit 


on the cart] the molt carele{s. manner that. i 


there they: Mood found eating, foe ‘drinking, ane dashed tae tro: aon 
Bablyy ih Rosobir-of their. “idol : gods! to! Whom ‘they - gave the 7 


vias 
for ‘though 


. praife oP their fuceefg; 2iIn this: pofture” ‘David furprifed them 5 


Ndueh. snp sh “eonque on them, aad the blow hegavethem, 
the more eaty to bim, and th €. ui di fmal_ to them, . Then 
ate finners neare| to ae when. ey cry peace oot fa ‘aft {and 
put the- evil diy far from them. She doth any ‘thing 7 e our 
{pititual eemies: more desiua ge laaetttle thai fenfuality, a afd 
the indulgencevof the iflefh.. Eating, and: drinking,,and dancing, 
bas beanaibe ‘otk an pleat cre ceu ee SY DATEROEE 
eh to. the congre ge them, t hus a 
te their arms, Man ny 3 of 


ther MyGikal and ‘fro 
disk gras anbR ho make any Tefi cit al %6 


the fwordand only, four ba, hives iB ‘29.1 Bhas is 


- the triumphing ofthe, wicked hort, and wrath comes on them, — 


aS O ZZAaly. n they are in thei 
tS AEE til amet i 
gah Wolpbiteipte dal pedis! (sf Bae 
theiflearawsver, 98, D6LS Dawid Pefeued bis te0b wives That. 
isi mentioned-patticularlysbecaufe; thaw pleiifed Depnoreivan 


dollity, ~ 
bd noth 


all the ret Sid achievements. . Pro see ad {o-ordered 
eva pen NE ites Sites preerye ned al th ney -had ta> 


fat “they had tor Find Bi oe real- 
ly they preferved it Preheat na folthat there Yas 


pinot ing, A Se {path _ A Plived ven they.concluded 
Sie ale He om D, ae ‘5 pee : 


e hem | oth, that 
ne too jae ey sie the obi i ie Hees api ily captive 5 Ae 


brahim 


Chap, XXX, as 
braham, Gen. xiv. 16. and David here. “But this was not-all, 


(2-) They took all that belonged to the Amalekites befide, 
vers 20. flocks and herds; either fach as were taken from the 


Philiftines, and others, which David had the difpofal’ of by | 
the law of war; ‘or, perhaps, he made a fally into the enemy's * 


country, and fetched off thefe flocks and herds from thence, as 
intereft for his own. © This drove was. put in the van of the 
triumph, with this proclamation, This is David's fpail. This 
we may thank him for. Thofe who lately fpake of ftoning 
him, now careffed him, and cried him up, becaufe they got by 
him more than they had then loft. Thus is. the world and its 


/ 


fentiments governed by intereft. 
21 4 And David came to the two hundred 


men, which were fo faint that they could not. 


follow David, whom they had made alfo to a- 
bide at the brook Befor: and they went forth 
to meet David, and to meet the people that 
were with him; and when David came near to 
the people, he faluted them. 22 Then anfwer- 
ed all the wicked men, and men of Belial, of 
thofeithat went with David; and faid, Becaufe 
they went not with us, we will not give them 


ought of the fpoil'that we have recovered, fave 


to.every man his wife and his children, that | 


they may lead them away, and depart. 23 Then 


faid' David, Ye thall not do fo, my brethren, — 


with that which the Lorp hath given us, who 
hath preferved us, and delivered the company 


that Came. againft us. into our hand.: 24 For | 
‘who will hearken unto you in this matter? but 
as his part is that goeth down to the battle, fo | 
Jeall his part be that tarrieth by the ftuff: they 


thall’part alike... 25 And it was /o, from that 
day forward, that he made it a ftatute and ‘an 
ordinance for Ifrael unto this day. 26 


unto the elders of Judah, even to his friends, 
(faying, Behold, a prefent for you} of the {poil 
of the enemies of the Lorn), 27 To them which 
were in Bethel,and to them which were in fouth 
. Ramoth, and to them which were in Jattir, 28 
And to them which were in Aroer, and to them 
which were in-Siphmoth, and to them which 
were in Efhtemoa, 29 And to them which were 
in Rachal, and to them which were in the cities 
_. of the Jerahmeelites, dnd to them which were 
in’ the cities of the Kenites, 30 And to zhem 


‘ 


which were in Hormah, and to them which 


were in Chor-athan, and to them which were in 


Athach, 31 And'to them which were in Heb- 


ron, and to all the places where David himfelf | 


and his men were wont to haunt. 


__ We have here an account of the diflribution of the fpoil 
which was taken from the Amalekites. When the Amalekites 


had carried away a rich booty from the Jand of Judah andthe | 


Philiftines, they {pent ‘it in fenfuality, vin eating and drinking, 
Vor ta pone siadl 


S ‘A '™ -U &. £. 


' them better. 


| And — 
when David came to Ziklag, he fent of the fpoil | 


kind to them. 


345 


and making merry-with it but David difpofed of the fpoil ta- 
ken after another manner, as one that knéw that juftice and 
charity muft govern us, in the ule we make of whatever we 
Have inthis: world; What.God gives us, he deligns we thould. 
do good with, not ferve our luits with. In the diflribution of 
the fpoil, 3 

tr. David was juft and kind to thofe who’ abode by the (tuff 
They came forth to meet the conquerors, and to congratulate 
their fuccefs; though they could not contribute to it, ver. 21.; 
for we fhould rejoice in a good. work done, though Providence 
had laid’ us afide, and’tehdered us incapable of lending a hand, 
to it... David'reveived their addrefs very Kindly; and was fo 
far from upbraidirig them with their weaknefs, that he thewed 


himfelffolicitous concerning them; he /faluted them, he afged 


them of peace; {0 the word is ; inquired how they did, becaufe 


he had left them faint, and not well; or, withed them peace, . 


‘bid therix be of good cheer; they  fhould lofe nothing by ftay- 
ing behind; for ‘of this they feemed ‘afraid; David, perhaps, 


faw it int their’countenance. ee 
‘t/t, There were thofe that oppofed their coming in to fhare 


in the/fpoils Some of Davids foldiers, probably the fame that’ 


fpake of {toning ‘him, fpake now of defravding their brethren ; 
they are called wicked men, and men of Belial, ver. 22. Let 
not the beft of men think it ftrange, if they have thofe attend- 
ing them that are/very bad, and they cannot prevail to make 
We may fuppofe, David had inftruéted his fol- 
diers, and prayed with them; and yet there were many a- 
mong them that were wicked men, and men of Belial; oft 
terrified with the apprehenfions of death, and ‘yet wicked men 


ftill, and men of Belial. Thefé made a motion, that the two 


hundredmen who abode by the ftuff fhould only have their _ 


wives and children given them, but none of their goods. Well 
might they be:called wicked men ; -for this fpeaks them, (t.) 
Very covetous themfelves, and greedy of gain ; for hereby the 


more would fall to their fliare.’ Awhile ago they would glad- » 


ly have. given half their own to recover the other half; yet now 


_ they have all their own) they. are not content, unlefs they can 


have their brethrens too; fo foon do men forget their low e- 


flate. All feek their own, and too éften miore’ than their owm 


(2.) Very barbarous to. their brethren.;. for to give them their 
wives and children, and not their eftates, was to give them the 
mouths without the meat. «What joy could they have of their 


= 


families, if théy. had nothing to maintain them? Was this to 


do as they, wovla-be doneby ? Thefe are men of Belial indeed, 


who. delight in putting hardfhips upon their brethgen, and care 
not who 1s ftarved, fo they may be fed to the full. * 

_ 2dly, David would by no means admit this, but ordered, that 
they who, tarried behind, {hould come in for an equal fhare in 
the {poils with thofe that went to the battle, ver. 23) 24. 
This he did, (1-) In grativude to God. The {poil -we .have 
is that which. God. has giyen us 3 wehave it from him, and 
therefore mutt ufe it-under his direétion, as good ftewards. Let 
this check us when we are tempted to mifapply that which God 
has intrafted us with of this’ world’s goods ; nay, I.muft not 


do fo with that which God has given me}; not ferve Satan, 
and a bafe Iuft, with thofe things which are not only the crea- 


tures of his power, but the gifts of his bounty. God _has right 
ed us, by delivering the company that came againft us into our 
hand ; \et not us then wrong our brethren: God has been kind 
tous in preferving us, and giving us victory ; let us not be un- 
God’s Mercy to us fhould make-us merciful to 
one another. » (:2.) In jultice to them, It swas true, they tar- 
ried behind; ‘but, [1.] It was.not for want of good will tothe 
capfe, or to their,brethren, but beranfe they had not Rrength 
to keep up with them. It was nit their fault, but their infeli- 
city and therefore they ought not to fuffer for it. [2.] 

ba XxX Though 


¢ 


=? 
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Though they tarried behind now, they had formerly engaged 
many a time in battle, and done their part as-well as, the beit 
of their brethren ; and their former fervices: mult ibe confider, | 
ed, now there was fomething to be got. _[3/} Even now they 
did good fervice; for they abode by the {luff, to guard that, 
which fome body muft take care of, elfe that might have fallen 
into the hands of fome othér enémy. Every pottvofi fervice is 
not alike a poit of honours yet thofe that are any way feryice- 
able to the common intereft, though in a meaner {lation ought 
‘to fhare in the common advantages; as in thé natural body. e+ 
very member has its ufe, and therefore has its share of the nour- 
1.] Phus David over-ruled the wicked men, and 
men of Belial, with reafon, but witha great deal of mildnefs, 
(for the force of reafon is fufficient, without the force of pal 
fion);:he calls them Ais brethren, ver. 23. 
. their authority by haughtinefs, but feldom by. courtefy and con- 
defcenfion. 2.] Thus he fetiled the matter for time to come, 
made it a fatute of his kingdom, (a ftatute of diftributions, 
primo Davidis), an ordinance of war, ver. 25.thatias his part 
is that goes down to the battle, and jeopards his.life in the high 
places of the field, fo fhall his be’ that guards the carriages. 
Abraham returned the fpoils of Sodom to the right owners, 
and quitted his title to thena gure belli. 
secover their right, we muft not think thatalters the property, _ 
and makes it ours. God: appointed, that the fpoil: of Midian 
fhould be divided between the foldiers and the whole congre- 
gation, Numb. xxxi. 27. The cafe here was fomewhat dif- 
ferent, but governed by the fame general rule, thatwe are mem- _ 
The difciples at-firlt had all things com- 
mon, and we fhould {till be ready to diftribute, willing to.commu- © 
Whenéings of armies did flee apace, - 
pre that tarried at home did divide the fpoil, Pfal. Ixvitt. 126 
°2. David was yenerous‘and kind to:all his friends. When | 
he had given every one ‘his own with intereft, there was a A 
confiderable overplus, which David,’ as general, had the dif- 
pofal of. Probably the fpoil' of the tents: of the Amalekites — | 
— <confifted much ia plate and jewels, Judg. wiii: 24, 26.5 and | 
thofe, becaufe he thought they would but make his.own fol- 
diers proud ‘and effeminate, he thought fit to make prefents of | 
to his friends, even the elders of Fudah, ver. 28. Several places | 
are here named, to which he fent ‘of thefe prefents, all of them — 
‘in or near the tribe of Judah} and the firltplace named is- Bethel, | 
which fignifies the houfe of God; that place hall be firlt ferved, | | 
for its names fake. Or,:perhaps, it means not the city fo called, 
but the’ place where the ark was, which was therefore the houfe 
of God. Thither David fent the. firft and. beft. tothemy that | 
attended there ; for his fake, who is the firlt and beft. THeb- 
_ron-is named laft, vers 312 probably. becaufe thither he fent the 
refiduum, which was the largeltfhare, having an eye upo 


ishment. 


-bers one.of another. 


nicate, r "Yim. vi. 18. 


intelligence or, provifions. 


leaft make a re 


lace, as fitteft for his head-quarters, 2:Sam. ii two 


" In David’s fending thefe prefents,obferve, (1) His gene- 
rofity. ‘Fhe‘aimed, not to/enrich himfelf, but to: ferve his. coun-_ 
try; and therefore God afterwards enriched him, and fet him | 
0 tule the conntry he hadiferved. | It. becomes: gracious fouls 
“to be generous: There is that fcattereth, and: yet increafeth. 
4%.) His gratitude. He fent prefents to all, the places! where 
he aud his men were wont to haunt, ver. 31604 eto all that he 
had received kindnefs from, ‘that Kad fhelteréd him, fent him 
Note, Honefty; as well as honour, 
obliges us to ve favours that:have been done us, or at. 
acknowledgement of them, as far.as in the 
power of ur hand. (3.) His piety; that: he: calls. it a blef- 
fing; for no prefent we give to our friends,will be a comfort _ 
to them, but as it is made fo by the blefling of God.. It inti- | 
mates, that his prayers for them accompanied his prefent ; alfo,. 
‘that he fends it them out of the /poil of the enemies of the Lords 


LoS fh wD ee 


Superiors oft jofe 


If we help others to - 


n that 


Chap, AXXE 


So he, calls them, nct his enemiesy that they might rejoice ia 
the vigtory for the Lord’s fake, and might join with himip 
thankfgivings for it. (4+) His policy that he fent thefe pre- 


| {ents,among his countrymen, to oblige them to be ready to ap- 
: 28 DET Y OREN» OP ORR Ce ready to ag 
| pear for him upon his acceffion to the threne, which he now 
| fawat hand. 4 man’s gift maketh room for hinw \. Ge was, fit 


to.be,a king who thus shewed. the. bounty. and. liberality of a 
king, Munificence recommends a man more than magaificence. 
The Ziphites had none ot his prefents, nor the men of Ieilah; 
and thus he fhewed, that though he was. fuch a faint as not to: 


revenge affronts, yct he was not {uch a fool as not to take nor 


tice of them. 


ver, 19,13. Lhus fell. thesman that was rejected of 
God. ‘ ; en 


cra 


o 


ot 


: ~ f 
Chap. XXXL I. 


The’ day df tecompenfe is nd come) in which Saul mutt 
account for the blood of the Amalekites, which he had fiaful- 
ly fpared; ‘and that of the priefts, Which he had more finfully 
fpilt ; and that of David, which ‘he would have f{pilt, muft 
come into the account.’ “Now iis day is come to fall, as Da- 
‘wid forefaw, when he fhould defcemd into battle, and perith, 
‘chap. Xxvi. 10. Come’ ‘and fee the righteous judgments of | 
Ged. : 

~ “a. He fees his foldiets fall’about him, vet. 1. Whether 
the Philiftines Were more’ nunierous, better pofted,’ and better 
Jed on, or what othet advantages they had, we are not told; 
but it feems they weré ‘hioré vigorous ; for they gave the on- 
fet, they fought againft Iftael, and the Uraelites fled, and fell. 
The belt of his trodps were’ put into diforder, multitudes flain; 
probably thofe: whom Saul had employed in purfuing David. 
‘Thus theyowho had:followed him, and feryed him in his fin, 
go before*hinin this fall;and, fhare with him in his plagues. 

2: He fees ‘his fons fall before him. The vidtorious Phi- 
liftines prefféd moft forcibly upon the king of Ifrael, and thofe 
about him). “His three fons were next him,> (it is probable), 
and they wwere all three flain before his face, to his great grief; 
for they Wwete the: hopes of his family, and his great terror ; 

- for they were now the guard of his perfon, and he can con- 
¢lude no other, but that his own turn comes next. His fons 
aré named here, ‘ver. 2, and it grieves us to find Jonathan a- 
mong them} that wife, valiant, good man; that was as much | 
David’s friend, as Saul was his enemy; yet he falls with the | 

_ teft. “Duty to his father would not. permit him to ftay at 
home, of to retire when the armies engaged; and Providence — 
fo orders it, that he falls in the »cornmon fate of his. family, — 
though he never involved:himfelf in the guilt of it; fo.that the 
obfervation of Eliphaz doth-not hold, Job iviz. Who ever pe- ; 
rifbed being innocent? forshere. was ones): What fhall we, fay | 
to it? (1.) God would hereby complete the vexation of Saul | 
in his dying moments, and the judgments that was to be exe-'| 

ented upon his houfe. ~ If the family muft fall, Jonathan, that 
is one of it, muft fall with it. (2.) He would hereby’make | 
David’s way to thé crown the mére clear and open. For tho’ 

- Jonathan himfelf would have: chearfully refigned_ all. his title | 


and. intereft to him, we have sio reafon to fufpe@ any other 5 | | 


yet it is vety probable many of the people would have made | 
ufe of his name for the fupport of the houfe of Saul, or at leaft | 
would havé come in but flowly to David. If Ifhbofheth (who | 


was now left at homie, as one unfit for a@ion, and fo efcaped) 


had fo many friends,-what would Jonathan have had, who 


_ had been the darling of the people, and had never forfeited 


their favour? They that were fo fond to have a King like the 


thie 
have imbartafed David ; and if Jonathan could have prevailed 

to britig im: all his intereft to David, then it would have been 

Yaid, that Jonathan had made him king ;_ whereas God was to 

haye all the glory: This is the Lord’s doing, So that, tho’ 

the death of Jonathan would bea great afflition to David,’ yet, 

by making’ hint mindfill of his own frailty, ‘aswell as.by deci 

iitating his acceflion. to the throne, ‘it would be ‘anadvantage 
to bim. (3.) God would hereby fhew.us, that, the difference 
between, good and bail is to be made in the. other world, not. 
in this: 4/7 things come ali 


hings come alike to all. ‘We canni 
{piritual or eternal ftate of any; bythe manner of their death ;) 
for in-that there is one event to the righteous, and tothe wicked. 
3. He himfelf is fore wounded by the Phililtings, and then’ 
ORY Tes owe: Inedl. | Sha aichersshah Din pera ge seshat 
he could neither fight nor fly, and therefe re muit. inevitably) | 
fall into their hands. Thus, to make ‘him the more miférable, 
deftrugtion comes gradually upon him, and he dies, {0 as to 
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ite would be zealous for the right line, efpecially if that — 
the crown upon fuch a head as Jonathan’s: ‘This would 


carinot jadge of the 


feel himfelf die. ‘Tio’ that <extremity was he now reduced, 
that, (1t.) He avas defirous to die by the hand of his own fer- 


- vant, rather. than. by the hand of the Philiftines, left they 


fhould abufe him. as they did Samfon. Miferable man! He 
finds himfelf dying, and all his care is, to ksep his body out 
of thevhands: of the Philiftines; but no care to -refign his foul 
into the hands of God who gave it, Eccl. xii. 7. As he li- 
ved; fo he died, proud, and jealous, and a terror to himfelf and 
all about-him. They who. rightly underftand themfelves, think 
it-of {mall account, .in, comparifon, how it .is;with. them in 
death, fo it may but be well with them after death. »Thofe 


are ina deplorable condition indeed, who, being diver in foul, . 


long (for death, but it cometh not, Job iit. 20, 21. efpecially. thofe 
who, defpairing of the mercy of God, like Judas, leap into 
hell before them, to ¢fcape ayhell within them. _(2.) When 
he could not obtain .that favour, he became his owa execu- 


| tioner, thinking. thereby to avoid fhame ; ‘but running upon a 


heinous finysand; withvit, entailing upon his own name a mark 
of perpetual infamy;!.as.felo de;/ey a felfmurderer.. .fonathan,: 
who received his death’s wound from the hand. of the Phili- 
ftines, and bravely yieldedto the fate of war, .died in the, bed 


of honours but Saul died as.a fool dieth, as a.coward dieth, © 
| a proud fool, a fneaking coward 3 died, as-a_anan. that had 


neither fear of God, nor hope.in,Ged ; neither the reafon of 
\asman, nor the religion.of an: Ifraelite,. nor the refolution of a. 
foldier.. » Let ussall: pray, Lord, lead. us not. into temptation, 


thistemptation., His armour-bearer would not.run him thro’, * 


and he: did well to :refufe it; for no man’s fervant ought to 
bea flave:to his mafter’s luftsyor paffions of any kind... [he 
reafon -givenvis,-that he wasfore-afraid, not,of death, for he 
himfelf run wilfully, upon that. immediately; but having a,pro- 
found reverence for the king his»mafter,.he,could og (conquer 
tlrat/forfar'as tordoshiniyany hunt »:or;,perhaps, he feared, left 
his trenibling hand. fhould{havelgiventhiny but half .ablow, and 
fo have put him to the:greater}miferys 9) VidedorT an 

‘4. His armour-bearer, .who-refufed to, kill him, refufed not 
to die with himy but fel) likewi/e-upon his,faord, vores. This 
was an aggravating circumftance-of the death of ,Saul,,.that,, by 
the example of his wickednefs} in-murdering, himfelf, he drew 
‘in this {etwvant:to:be guiltyiof the faméswickednels,.and. perifbed 
‘not alone in his tniquity,. » The. Jews: fay;}that'Satl’s armour- 
bearer was Doeg, whom) he preferred to. that dignity for kill- 


been raifed up to, xepair the. breaches: of it. See what.a king 
he proved, for whom they rejected God and Samuel. They 
had: {till done wickedly: (itiis:to' be feared) as well.ag.he, and 


“therefore were confumed,: both they and their hing, as the pro- 


‘phet had. foretold concerning: them, chap: xix 25, , And to 
this‘ reference is had long afiery Hofi xiii, no, 11.’ Where are 
thy faviours iniall thy cities, of whom thou. faidf, Give me a 


hing and princés?« Lf gave thee axking in amineanger, and took — 


“him away in thy wrath; ie. AS Was 4 plague’ to thee living * 


“and dying: thow could{t expe& no others 2 ayn 


“SANG it’ cae te’ pals on the morrow, when 
the Philiffines' came to fltip the flain, that they 
found Saul and his three ofons.fallen in mount 
. AXA xX 2 ' Gilboa. 
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ing the priefts 3 and if;foy jultly doth-his violent dealing return - 


bloody turf, was diftinguifhed from the reft by its length, “as 


‘reproach to T#ael, who promifed themfelyes.that a crowned, 


_ and a particular reproach to. Sauly who was taller by the head _ 


a "alig a 
r 
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Gilboa. g And they cut off his head, and ftrip- God, Afhtaroth, the idol that Iftael had many a time gone 
ped off his armour, and fent into the land of | a-whoring after, now triumphs over them. : 

the Philiftines round about, to publifh 7¢ in the 
houfe of their idols, and among the people, 16} of this vitory they,had obtained, ver. 9.), that public rejoi- 
And they put his armour in the houfe of Afh- | cings might be made, and thanks given to their gods. ‘This 
taroth : and they faftened his body to the wall David regretted forely, 2 Sam. i. 20. Tell it not in Gath. 

of Beth-fhan, 11 € And when the inhabitants 
of Jabefh-gilead beard of that which the Philt- lay not far from Gilboa, and very near to the river Jordan. 
ftines had done toSaul: 12 All the valiant men | Hither the dead bodies were dragged, and. here hung up in 
arofe, and went all night, and, took the body, of chains to be devoured by the birds of prey- Saul flew himfelé 
Saul, andthe bodies of his: fons from the Wall | °° avoid being abufed by the Philiftines: and never was royal 
of Beth-fhan, and came to Jabefh, and’ burnt 
them there. 13 And théy took their bones, | thinks to fave his honour by fin, will certainly lofe it. Seeto 
and buried zhem. under a tree at Jabefh, and | what a height of infolence the Philiftines were arrived juft be- 
fafted feven days. WSs aeaktlyz z. 

The. feripture makes no mention of the fouls of Saul and his 
fons, what became of them after they were dead ; fecret things 
belong not to us; “but of their bodies only., ; 

1. How they were bafely abufed by the Philiftines. - The 
day after the battlé, when they had recovered: the fatigue, they 
came to {trip the flain, and among the reft, found the bodies Beth-than,. and: Jabeth 
ef Saul and his three fons, ver. 8:° Sanl’s armour-bearer, per- Mares ty f heigl ae : ast) See : 
haps, intended to honour. his mafter, by following the exam- pafable by its fords ; a bold adventure is therefore made by. 
ple of his felfmurder, and to fhew thereby how well he loved 
hum ; but if he had confulted his reafon more than his paflions, 
he would have {pared that foolifh compliment, not only in juf- 
tice to his own hife, but in -kindnefs to his ‘mater, to whom, 
by the opportunity .of furvivorfhip, he might have done all the — 
fervice that could be done him’by ‘any man after he was dead: 
for he might, in the night, have conveyed away his body, and. | 
thofe of his fons, and’ buried’ “them decently. But firch falfe | 
and foolifh notions as thefe, vain men ‘have, (though they} 
avould be wife), of giving ‘and’ receiving “honouti -’ Nay, ‘it 
fhould ftem, Saul might have faved himfelf the fatal thruft, and : : 
have made his efeape ; for the purfuers’(in fear of whom he ed eee i 
flew himfelf } came not to the place where he was till the next |. ee 
day but’ whom God ‘will deftroy he’ infatuates, and ‘utterly | 
confumes with his terrors. © See Job xviii 5c. 

Finding Saul’s body, (which, now it lay’éxtended onthe 
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it was while erect, by its height, when’ he proudly overlooked 
the furraunding crowd), they will, in that, triumph over If. © 
racl’s crown, and. poorly gratify'a barbarous) and brutith “re- © 
wenge, by infulting He gelatst corpfe, which, when alive, 


yo 


they had Stood in awe ete Sere e RESP EL Rite ee 

tf} Phey cut off his head. Had they defigned in this to _ 
yevenge the cutting off of Goliath’s head, they fhould rather 
have cut off:the head of David; who did that execution, wheh — 
he was.in their country: they intended it, in general, for a 


aw anointed head, would have faved them from the Philiftines, 


than other men, which, perhaps, he had ‘been wont’'to beaft 
of, but was now fhorter by. the shead. er) Js) io 090) 0D 
- 2dly, They {tripped him:of his armour, ver. 9. and fent that 


R| £3 } 


AL pra 
to be fet up-as a trophy ethers gory, in) the ‘houfe of Athe. 5 ERX 
taroth, their goddels, yer. 10.. and we are. told; 1 Chron x, | 5 
101/(though it be omitted Hére), that ‘they faltened his he 
in the temple of Dagon... Thus did they/aforibé the Hotiou 
their viGory, not as they ought to haye dong, to\the seal juftice 
of the true. God, but tothe imaginary power of their fulfe gods; | by 
and,’ by thele refpedts paid to pretended deities, thamed thofe | 
who give not thé: praife ‘of their’ atchievements to. t € living +f 
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OF THE SECOND BOOK OF 


THIS book is the hiftory of the reign of king David. We had in the forépoiie' book an‘adcotine 
of his defignation to the government, and his ftrugeles with Saul, which, ended, at length, in 


_ the death of his perfecutor, 


This book begins | with, his acceffion to the;throne, and is entire- 


_ 4y taken up with the affairs of the government, during the. fortyiyears he-vreighed, and there- 


fore.is entitled, by the'Seventy, Tbe Second book of the Kings. 


s and his troubles. 


~ But his: 
of them, his fin in the matter of 


The troubles them{elves from the‘fin of Amnon, chap.. xiii, "The rebellion 


of Abfalom, chap. xiv.—xix. and of Sheba, chap. xx. And the plague in Ifrael for his number-. 
“ane the people, chap. xxiv. befides the famine for the Gibeonites, chap. xxi. His fong we have,, 


Many things in this hiftory. are very in- 


» that is the fubjeét of it, though in many inftances he: appears here’ 


_very great, and very good, and very much the favourite of Heayen ; yet, it muft be confetled’ 


fhines 
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Sn the clafe of the foregoing book (with which thie is connetled 


"a3 @ Continuation of the fame hiflory) we had Saul’s exit; he 
went down; flain to the. pit, though he was the terrir of the 
mighty in the. land of therliving. We are now-to look towards. 
dhe rifing Jun, tind to inguire where David is, and what he 

23 doing. In this chapter, we have, I. Pidings byought hii 
to Likl of the death of Saul and Fonathan, by an Amale- 
4ite, who undertook | ery 

rative of it, ver. t,—10,. IT. David's’ forrowful refent- 
"ment of thefe tidings, ver. 11, 12. EIT. Fuflice'done upon. 
phe meffenger, who boafled that he had helped Saul to- difpatch 


_ Biailelf, Ver 135-16... IV. An: eleey whith Daibid penned 
_ upon this occafion, Wer. 17;224,. And in: ail this Davia?s. 
_— breaf- appears very happily free 


; from the foarks, either of 
Seeeeee: or ambitian, and he obferves a. very good decorum. 


—™ Saul, when David was returned from the 
laughter of the Amalckites, and David had a. 
bode. two. days in. ‘Ziklag > 2 It came even to 
pafs on the third day, that ‘hehold;a man came 


) 
| 


brightervin his pfalms. than in his annals. 
ats) : > TEE \ ; * 


Tent, and earth upon his head’? and _ 


to. give hima very particular nar~ 


LQ 


} 


jout. of the camp from: Saul,. with. his«clothes: - 


it’ was, 


when he’ eaniée’ to David, ‘that’ he < ell to the: - 


earth, and did obeifance: . 3.And David faid’ | 
unto him, from whence comet. thou? and: he» 


faid: unto-him,,Oatof the:camp'of: Hraélam 1. 
efcaped.4 ‘And David faid: unto: him, How 
went the matter? I pray thee, tel! ‘me,..,, And 
he anfwered, That the people are fled from. the: 
battle, and, many...of ‘the. peoplealfo are fallen: 
and dead, and. Sauloand: Jonathan. his fon’are” 
deadialfo: 5 And*David* faid unto the young 


| man that told him, How knoweft thou that 
Bes ic ee Ne Saul and Jonathan his fon: be dead? 6 And the. 
— FATOW it came to pafy after: the death of | | 


_ young man that told him,. faid, As-1. happened, 
_ by chance: upon: mount Gilboa, behold, Saul: 
_ leaned ‘upon his fpear: and lo, the chariots and: 


horfemen followed hard after him. 7. And-when: 
he looked behind him, he faw me, and called’. 
; unto 


3 


knew David wonld'bé molt folicitous to Know their fate 3 for | 
Saul “was the man‘’'whom he’ moft ts a ane Jonatieay: the 


? 


ef 


unto me: and I anfwered, Here am I. 8 And 
he faid unto me, Who art thou? and I anfwer- 
ed him, I am an Amalekite. g He faid unto 
me again, Stand, I pray thée, upon’ me;-and 
flay me: for anguifh is come upon me, becaufe 
my life 7s yet whole in me. 10 So I ftood up- 
on him, and flew him, becaufe 1 was fure that 
he could not live after that he was ‘fallen: and 
I took the crown that ways upon his head, and 
the bracelet that was on his arm, and have 
brought them hither unto my lord. 
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Here ts, 1. David fettling again in Ziklag, his own city, af- 
ter he had refcued his family and friends out of the hands of 
the Amalekites, ver. 1. He abode in Ziklag. ‘Thence he’ 
was now fending prefents to his friends, 1° Sam. xxx. 26. and 
there he was ready to receive thofe that came into his interefts ; 
not men in diftrefs and debt, as his fir{t followers were, but 


perfons of quality'in their country, mighty men, men of war, | 
and captains of thoufands, as we find, 2 Chron, xti. 1, 8, 20. 


fuch came day by day to him, God ftirring up their hearts 
to do fo, till he had a gréat hoff, like the hoff of God, as it is 
faid there, ver. 22. The fecret fprings of tevolutions are unac- 
countable, and muft be refolved into that providence, which 
turns all hearts as the rivers of water. 

2. Intelligence brought him thither of the death of Saul. It 


was ftrange* he did not leave fome fpies' about the camps, ‘to f 
bring him early notice of the iffue of the engagement; a fign - 
he defired not Saul’s woful day, nor was impatient to come to _ 


the throne, but willing to wait till thofe tidings were brought 
to him, which many a one would have fent more than half 
way to meet. He that believeth doth not-make hafte, takes 


z good news when ‘it comes, and is not uneafy while it is in the 


comin 

ft, The meffenger prefents himfelf to Davids as an ait 
in the pofture of a moutner for the deceafed prince, and’a fub- 
ject to the facceeding one, He came with his clothes tent, 
and obéifande to. ‘David; aver "2. pleafing himfelf with the fan- 
cy that he' had’ the’ fhowbut to be the firft that did’ hity homage 


as his fovereign ; but it proved he was the firft that received 


fronr him fentence of deatl, as his’ jndge. He told David he 
‘came from the’ camp of Ifrael, and intimated the bad pofture i it 


~ was in, when he faid he had “eleaped out of i it, pate much 


ade to get away with his life, ver. 3. 


2dly, He gives him a general account of the iffue of the bat- | 


tle, ” David was very Heh irous to’ know how’ the matter’ qvent, 


as Oite that had more’ reafons than one’ to be’ éoncerned’ for ‘the 
public ; and ‘he told him very diftinally, that’ the army of Tf 


rael was routed, many flain,’ and among’ the reft' Saw-and Jo- 
nathan, ver. 4. he names only Sauk and Jonathan, becanfe he 


yman whom he moft loved. 
3d), He giyes sah a more, particular account, of the» death 
of Saul. It is probable Dayid tly ‘heard, by. the report of 6- 


thers, what the ifue of the war was; for multitudes: reforted ; 
to him, it fhould feem, upon that inducement';\ but he was de- 3 
firous to know the certainty of the report concerning Saul. 
- and Jonathan, either becaufe he was not forward to believe it, 
or becaufe -he would. not proceed upon it, to make his own | 
He therefore. afle, | 
“How Anoweft thou that Saul and Fonathan are dead? Yn an- | 
fwer to which the young man tells hima very ready ftory, | 


claims, till he was fully affured of it. 


putting it paft all doubt that Saul was dead, for he. himfelf had 


M U 


from him, ver. 9. Stand upon me, and flay me. 


to meafure others by ae and t aE tl ee 


E Me Chap. Th. 
been not only an cye-witnefs of his death, but an inftrument of 
it, and therefore David might rely upon his teftimony. He 
faith nothing in his narrative of the death of Jonathan, know-, 
ing how ungrateful that would be to David, but accounts only 
for Saul, thinking (as David underftood i it well enough, chap. 
iv. 10.) that he‘ fhould be’ welcome for je and rewarded as 
one that brought good tidings. 

The account he gives of this matter is, 

(1. -) Very particular, ‘That he Bappened by chance upon 


‘ the place where Saul was, ver. 6. as a ‘paflenger, not as a fol- 


dier, and therefore an indifferent perfon; that he found Saul 
endeavouring to run himfelf through with his own aay none 
of his attendants being willing to do it for him ; and, it feems, 
he could not do it dexteroully for himfelf ; his hand. and heart 
failed hi’; the ‘miferable man had not courage enough | either 
to live or dié: he called this ftranger to him, ver. 7. inquired 
what countryman he was; for, provided he were not a Phili- 
ftine, he would gladly receive from his hand the coup de grace, 
(as the French call it, concerning thofe that are broke on the 
wheel), the gracious : froke, that might difpatch him out of his. 
ain. Underftariding that he was an Amalekite, (neither one 
of his fabje&s, nor one of his enemies), he begs this favour — 
He is now 
fick of his dignity, and willing to be trampled upon s. fick of 
his life, and willing to be flain. - Who then wou aie ‘inordi- 
nately fond of life or honour ? The - cafe may be” “fich, even ~ 
with thofe that have no hope in their death, that yet they may — 
defi eft re to die, and death flee Jr om them, Rev. ix. *6;: Anguifd is 


come upon me; fo we read it; as a complaint of the. ‘pain “and 


terror his fpitit was feized with.” Tfhis confcience now brought 


to mind the javelin he had caft: at David, his ‘pride, malice,” 
and perf idioufnefs, and efpecially the murder of the priefts, no_ 
-maryel that angui/h came upon him. Moles, they fay, ‘open. © 
their eyes when they are dying. ‘Senfe of unpardoned, guilt 
will make’ death indeed the king of terrors... They that ‘have. 


baffled their convictions, will, perhaps, in their: dying moments, 


ibe overpower ed by them. The margin reads it asa. complaint 
lof the inconyenience of his clothes; ae his coat ik mail, which 
or ad for { 
lorhament, hi feeied him; ‘that ae doulas not get he gic far e-. 
“nduigh into his body, or fo ftraitened him, now his body fwel- 
led with angnifh, that he could not expire. Let no man’s’ 
clothes be his pride, for it may fo happen, that they may be» 
his burden and fnare., Hersapo faith eur young man, flood 
upon him, and flew hin yer. 10. ARE which word, perhaps, 
he obferved David look upon joe with fome thew of difp 
fare, and thereforé he excuféth it, in the next ‘word Pe ae 
was fure he could not live his life was , whole in hina jadee 
but he would certainly have fallen into. the seat of the. Phili- 
ftines,. or ay himfel? ar another thruft, 
yt tis doubtful ‘whether this ftory. be true, it. was 
the tighteoufnefs of God is to be obferved, that Satl, who 
{pared the Amialekites, i in contempt of the divin eG and, 
rectived his death’s wound from an Amalekite. 
terpfetets think it was falfe, and that, though he might 
to be preferit, yet he was not! callifting 1 in the deat 
told’ David fo, in’expe€tation that he ‘would “have 
him for it, as having done hima piece of good 
who \vouileh formictimes rejdice at the fall o 


LE fe ae 


do {0 too. 

judged: of ® bye common men. 
young man’s {Rory Were frue or no: Soh S 
narrative in the! chapter before, and’ be an 
Peter’s account of the death of Judas, Asi 


ratives Matth, xxvii, oP What is there calle a Soar i ee . 
- Aer 


’ 
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if 


Sa it [pleafeth him : 


r 


fages 
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Chap. ts 


here be called a pear; or, when he 
feaned on bis fpear. es 

(3-) However, he produced that which was proof fufficient 
of the death of Saul, the crown that was upon his head, and the 
bracelet that was on, his.aem. Tt fhould feenx thefe Saul was 
fo foolithly fowd of, as to wear them in the: field. of battle, 
which made him the fair mark for the archers, by diftinguith- 
ing him from thofé about him: but as pride (we fay) feels no 
cold, {o it fears no danger from. that which gratifies it. ‘Thefe 
fell into the hands of this Amalekite: ‘Saul {pared the belt of 
their fpoil, and now the belt of his came to one of that devo- 
ted nation. He brought them to David as the rightful own- 
er of them, 
ficioufnefs herein, to recommend himfe!f to the beft preferments 
in his court or camp. . The tradition of the Jews is, That this 
Amalekite was the fon of Doeg, (for the Amalekites were de- 
{Cendants from Edom), and that Doeg, who, they {uppofe, 
was Saul’s armour-bearer, before he flew himfelf, gave Saul’s 
crown’ and bracelet (the enfigns of his toyalty) to his fon, 
and bid him carry then to David, to curry favour with him. 
But this is a groundlefs conceit ; Doeg’s fon, it is likely, was 
fo well known to Saul, that he needed not afk him, as he did, 
ver. 8. Who art thou ? Dayid had been long waiting for the 
crown, and now it is brought him by an Amalekite. See. how 


<- 
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fell upon his word, he 


God can ferve his own purpofes of kindnefs to his people, 


even by defigning (ill defigning) men, who ainv-at nothing but 
to fet up themfelyes, 


, 41 Then David took hold on his clothes, and 
rent them, and likewife all the men that ‘qere 
with him. 412 And they mourned. and wept, 
and fafted until even, for Sauland for Jonathan 
his fon, and for the people of the Lor, and for 


the houfe of Ifrael; becaufe they were fallen by 


the fword. 13.4 And David faid unto the 
young man that told him, Whence art thou? 
And he anfwered, I am the fon: of a tranger, 
an Amalekite. 14 And David faid unto him, 
How watt thou not afraid to firetch forth thine 
hand, to deftroy the Lorp’s anointed? "1 5 And 
David called one of the young men, and) faid, 
Go near, and fall upon him. And he {mote him 
that he died. 16 And David faid unto him, 
Thy blood be upon thy head: for thy: mouth 
hath teftified againft thee; faying, I have flain 
the Logn’s anointed. : 

: “Here ds, 1. David’s refentment of thefe tidings. So far 
was he from falling into a tranfport of joy, as the Amalekite 
expected, that he falls into a paflion of weeping, rent his clothes, 
ver. I1. mourned and fafled, ver. 12. not only fer his people 


Ifrael, and Jonathan. his friend, but for Saul his enemy. — This. 


he did not only as a gentleman, and a man of honour, in ob- 
fervance of that, decorum 
that are fallen, and requires us to attend: our relations to the 
grave with refpedt, whatever we loft by their. life, or got by 
their death ; bat as a good. man, and a man of conftience, that 
had forgiven the injuries Saul had done him, and bore him no 


. malice. _He knew it before his fon wrote it, Prov. xxiv. 17,. 
‘18. that if we rejoice when our enemy falls, the Lord fees it, and 


and he that is glad at calamities, Joall not go 
xvil. 5. By this it appears, that thofe paf- 
Dayid’s pfalms which {peak his defire of, and triumph 


npunifbed, Proy, 


at eee 


es ab |e 
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now Saul was dead; not doubting but, by his of 


which forbids.us to,infult over thofe . 
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in the ruin of his enemies, proceed not from a {pirit of revenge, 
or any wregular paffion, but fiom a holy zeal for the glory of 
God, and the public good; for by what he did here, when he 
heard of Saul’s death, we may perceive, that’ his natural tem- 
pet Was very tender, and that he was kindly affected even to 
thole that hated him. —He was very fincere, no queftion, in 
his mourning for Saul; and it was not pretended, nor a copy 
of his countenance only. His paiion was fo {trong on this 
occafion, that it moved thofe about him: All that were with 
him, at Jealt in‘complaifance to him, rene their clothes, and they 
Sofied till even, in token of their forrow ; and, probably, it was 
a religious fatt, they humbled. theifelyes. under. the hand of 
God, and prayed for the*repairing of the breaches made upon 
Ifrael by this defeat. Ago 

2. Fhe reward he gave to him that brought him'the tidings: 
Inftead: of preferring him, he put. hinr to. death; judged: him 
out of his ewn mouth as a-murderer of his prince,..and order- 
ed him te be forthwith executed for the fame. What .a fur. 
prife-was this to the meflenger, who thought he fhould have a 
good fee given hin for his pains? In vain did he plead, that 
he had Saul’s order for it, that it was a real Kindnefs to him,. 
that he muft inevitably haye died however; all thofe pleas 
are over-ruled: Thy mouth has teflified againft thee, faying, £ 
have flain the Lord’s anointed, vet. 16. therefore thou mutt 
die. f 

Now, 1/?, David herein did not do unjuftly. For, (1.) 
The man was an AmaleXite. This, left he had miftaken it 
in his narrative, he made him own a fecond time, ver. 23, 
That nation, and all that belonged to it; were doomed to de- 
ftruction ; fo that, in flaying him, David did what his prede-_ 
ceflor fhould have done, and was rejected for not doing. (2.) 
He did himfelf confefs the crime; fo that the evidence was, 
by the confent of all laws, fufficient to convict him ; for every 
man is prefumed to make the belt of himlelf, If he did as... 
he faid, he deferved to. die for treafon, ver. 14. doing that 
which, itis probable, he heard Saul’s owa armour-bearer re~ 
fufe to do; if not, yet by boafting that he had done it, he 
plainly fhewed, that, if there had been occafion, he would haye 
done it, and would have made nothing of it; and, by boalting 
of it to David, he fhewed what opinion he had of him, that he 
would rejoice in it, as one altogether like himfelf ; which was 
an intolerable affront to him, who had himfelf once and again 
refufed to fretch forth his hand againf? the Lord’s anointed. 
And his lying to David, if indeed it were a. lie, was highly- 
criminal, and proved, as fooner or later than fin will prove, ly. 
ing again{t his own head. see 

2dly, He did honourably and well, Hereby he demonttra-- 
ted the fincerity of his grief; difcouraged all others from think-. 
ing, by doing the like, to ingratiate themfelves with him; and. 
did that which might probably oblige che houfe. of Saul, and 
Win upon them, and recommend him to tle people, as one 
that »was zealous for public juftice, without regard to his own 
private intere{t. We may learn fom ity that to give affitance 
to any in murdering themfelves, dire@ly or indireAly, if done 
Wittingly, incurs the guilt of blood ; and that the lives of prin- 
ces ought in a fpecial manner to be precious to us. 


17 | And David lamented with this lamen- 
tation over Saul, and oyer Jonathan his fon, 
18 (Alfo he bade them teach the children of 
Judah the ufe of the bow : behold, 7¢ is writ- 
ten in the book of Jafher;) 19 The beauty of 
I{rael is flain upon ‘thy high places: how are 
the mighty fallen! 20 Tell # not in- Gath, 
publith iz not in the ftreets of Afkelon: leit 

the 
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the daughters of the Philiftines rejoice, left the 
daughters of the uncircumcifed triumph, 21 
Ye mountains of Gilboa, Jet there be no dew, 
neither Jes there be rain upon you, nor fields 
of offerings: for there the fhield of the mighty 
is vilely cait away, the fhield of Saul, as though 
be bad not been anointed with oil. 22 From 
the blood of the flain, from the fat of the migh- 
ty, the bow of Jonathan turned not back, and 
the {word of Saul returned not empty. 23 
Saul and Jonathan’ were lovély and pleafant in 
their lives, and in their death they were not di- 
vided: they were fwifter than eagles, they 
were ftronger than lions. 24 Ye daughters of 
Ifrael, weep over Saul, who clothed you in 
{carlet, with other delights, who put on orna- 
ments of gold upon your apparel. 25 How 
are the mighty fallen in the midft of the 
battle ! O Jonathan, shou waft flam im thine 
high places. 261 am diftrefled for thee, my 
brother Jonathan: very pleafant haft thou 
‘been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful, 
paffing the love of women. 27 How are the 
mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perifh- 
ed! . 
When David had rent his clothes, mourned, and wept, and 
fafted for the death of Saul, and done juftice upon him who 
made himfelf guilty of it, one would think he made full pay- 
ment of that debt of honour he owed to his memory : yet tis 
is not all; we have here a poem he wrote on that occafion ; for 
he was a great mafter of his pen, as well as fword. By this 
elegy he defigned both to exprefs his own refentments of this 
great calamity, and to imprefs the like on the minds of others, 
who ought to Jay it to heart. The putting of lamentations 
_ ito poems, made them, (1.).The more moving and affec- 
ting. ‘The paflion of the poet, or finger, is by this way won- 
derfully communicated to the readers and hearers. (2.) The 
more lating. ‘Thus they were made, not only to {pread 
far, but to continue long, from ‘generation to generation. 
‘Thofe might gain information by poems, that would not read 
hiltory. set Ss oh 
Here is, 1/7, The orders David gave with this elegy, ver. 
ag. He bade them teach the children of Judah, (his awn tribe, 
whatever others did) the ufe of the bow; either; (1.) The bow 
afed in war. Not but that the children of Judah knew how 
“to ufe the bow; it was fo commonly ufed in war, long before 


this, that the {word and bow were put for all weapons of war, 


Gen. x\viii. 22.: but perhaps they had of late made more ufe 
of flings, as, David in killing Goliath, becaufe cheaper ; which 
- David would have them now to fee the inconvenience of, (for 
‘they were the archers of the Philiftines that bore fo hard upon 
Saul, 1 Sam. xxxi. 3.), and to return more generally to the 
ufe of the bow, to exercife themfelves in this weapon, that they 
might be in a capacity to avenge the death of their prince up- 
on the Philiftines, and to outdo them at their own weapon. 
It was pity but thofe that ‘had fuch good heads, afd hearts, 
and hands, as the children of Judah, fhould not be well armed. 
David hereby fhewed his authority over, and concern for the 
' armies of Iftael, and fet himfelf to rectify the errors of the for- 


ger reign, But we find, that the companies which were now 
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xii. 2-: therefere, (2.) Some underftand it, either of fome 
mufical inftrument called a dow, to which he would have the 
mournful. ditties fung; or of the elegy itfelf; He bade them 
teach the children of Fudak Kefheth, the bow, 7. e. this fong, 
which was fo intitled for the fake of Jonathan’s bow, the at- 
chievements of which are here celebrated. Motes command- 
ed Ifrael to learn his fong, Deut. xxxi. 19: fo Dayid Ins. 
Probably he bade the Levites teach them. It is writien in the 


book of Fafber; there it was kept upon record, and from thence 


tranfcribed into this hiftory. That book was, probably, a 
collection of ftate-poems. What is faid to be written in that 
book, Jofh. x. 13. is alfo poetical, a fragment of an hiftoricat : 
poem. Even fongs would be forgotten and loft, if they were 
not committed to writing, that bett confervatory of knowledge. 
\ Secondly, The elegy itfelf. It is not a divine ~hymn, nor 
given by infpiration of God, to be ufed in divine fervice; nor 


which, being of divine original, is preferved, but in the book 
of Jafher, which, being only a collection of common poems, 
is long fince Ioft. 

This elegy fpeaks David to be, ~ 

1. A man of an excellent good fpirit, in four things. 


was his father-in-law, his fovereign, and the anointed of. the 
Lord ; and therefore, though he had done him a great deal of 
wrong, he doth not wreak his vengeance upon his memory 
when he is in his grave; but, like a.good man, and a man of 
honour, (1.) He conceals his faults; and though there was no 


not appear in this elegy. Charity teaches us to make the beft 
we can of every body; and thofe we can fay no good of, to 
fay nothing of, efpecially when they are gone. De mortuis 


injurious to us, much lefs of drawing their character from 
thence, as if every man mult of neceflity be an ill man that 


\ has done ill by us. Let the corrupt part of the memory be 


buried with the corrupt part of the man, earth to earth, afhes 
to afhes; let the blemifh be hid, and a veil drawn over the 
deformity. (2.) He celebrates that which was praife-worthy 
in him. He doth not commend him for that which he was 
not; faith nothing of his piety or fidelity. Thofe funeral com-. 


-mendations, which are gathered out of the fpoils of truth, are 


not at all the praife of thofe on whom they are beftowed, but 
very much the difpraife of thofe who unjuftly mifplace them. 
But he has this to fay, in honour of Saul himfelf, [1.] That 


he was anointed with oil, ver. 21.3 the facred oil, which fig- 


nified his elevation to, and qualification for the government, 
his God was upon him, as is faid of the high prieft, Lev. xxi. 


12.; and on that account he was to be honoured, becaufe 
God, the fountain of honour, had honoured him. [2.] That 


them whitherfoever he turned, 1 Sam. xiv. 47. His fword 


‘returned not empty, but fatiated with. blood and. fpoil, ver. 22. . 
His difgrace and fall at laft, muft not make his former fuccef- | 
_ fes and fervices to be forgotten. Though his fun fet under a- 


cloud, time was when it fhene bright. [3.] That, take him 


recommended himfelf to the affections of bis fubjects : ver. 23~ 


» "2 die é 
Chap. I. 


come to David to Ziklag were armed with bows, 1 Chron | 


is there any mention of God in it: but it is a human compo- ) 
fare, and therefore was inferted, not in the book of Pfalms, _ 


i/t; He was very generous to Saul, his fworn enemy. He~ 


remedy but they would appear in his hiftory, yet they fhould - 


nil nifi bonum. ‘We ought to deny ourfelves the very fatisfac- ° 
tion of making perfonal reflections upon thofe who have been ~ 


Whatever he was otherwife, the crown of the anointing oil of 


he was a man of war, a mighty man, ver. 19,—21.; that he 
| had often been vitorious over the enemies of Ifrael, and vewed 


ak 
q 
i — 
’ 


Ae 


| with Jonathan, be was a man of a very agreeable temper, that’ _ 


Saul and Fonathan were lovely and pleafant. Jonathan. was _ 


always fo,-and Saul was fo, as long as he concurred with him. 


Take them together, and in the purfuit of the enemy, never | 


were 


on 
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more brave 3 /wifter than éagles, and 
y that were molt :fierce and} 
{weet and. loyely:in the court ;' 
ey were formidable to. the foe ; 
and dharpnefs they had, which | 
Lt. ‘may be under{tood | 
on,: that, for the moft 
were Jovely and 
fon, Saul. an af-} 
he other :iatheir | 
d; but “kept clofe' 
Philiftines, and fell 
[4..} That he. -had enriched:his 
nquered nations, and introduced 
When they had a king 
s like the nations: and. 
obliging to. the ladies, 
of Lrael he clothed in fearlet, which 


(AM Sr ed 
“Were mens m 
. fronger than lions. Obfe 
_ fiery in the camp, were no lefs 
as amiable to the fubject, as. th 
a rare compofition of foftnefs 
Makes any man’s temper very, happy. 
charmony and,.dear affeati 
part, was between Saul.and 
tO another.«-Jonathaasa dutiful 
father 3.and therefore «dear to. eac 
dives; and. tn their, death they -awere not divide 
together inthe {land they made againit the 
together in the fame.caufe.. 
country with the fpoils of co 
a finer. and more fafhionabl 
_ tike the nations, they mutt have clothe 
herein he. was in a particular. manner 
ery 24. The daughters 
_WMas their delight... .).,., 
.2dly, He was ver 
Befides the tea 
gives of him; i 
fome marks of diftinéion 
| flain in thy high high places; 
timates, that he meant. hi 
_ there faith was fain 
_ than as his particular 
not fo much becaufe of what he would 
«had lived, . very fervicéable,. 
_the-throne, and, inftrumenta 
which;. for want. of his aflifta 
had this been the only, ground . 
Jamented. him, for. what 
hou, been unio, mes. 


Jonathan ; they 


y grateful to Jonathan, his fvorn friend. 
rs he fheds over him, and the encomiums he 
he mentions him’ with 
Ver 25. 0 Fonathan; thou. waft 
which, compared -with.ver. 1 9. ins, 
m. by the beauty ofD/racl, which -he 
He laments Jona- 
My brother, Fonathan ; 
have been to him if he 
no, doubt, in. his advancement-to 
‘long f{truggles, 
had, with the. houfe of 
his grief, it had been |. 


ncommon with Saul, 


upon the high places. 
friend: ver, 26, 


prevent thofe. 


- felGth ; but he 

3 Ba Nis j aK Mant: 

_ pleasant aft th 
over, and Lam -diftrefi 
-Jonathan’s love, to him 

- for a man, to, Jove one, who jhe kne 
,over his head, and ‘to.be fo 


but) that. pleafantnefs is now 
d for thee. He had reafon. to fay, that 
wl; fare never. was the like, [ 


that kindly. receives | 
O.us in-all our: true 
{trefsful than. the Jofs 
@ With,a. piece of one’s felf. It is 
at what. is, moft: pleafant to us; we 
efled ins. The. more we love, the 


Philiftines ; and they would infalt.over Iftacl upon it, and the 
more, in remembrance of the triumphs. of Hrael over them for- 
merly, when they fang, Sinlhas flain his thoufunds; that would 
now be retorted. (2.) The curfe he entails on the mountains 
of Gilboa, the theatre on which this tragedy was acted: Let 
there be no dew upon you, nor fields of offerings, ver. 21.- This 
is a-poetical ftrain, Jike that of Job, Let the day perifh where~ 
in 1-was born. Not, as if David wifhed, that any part of the 
land“of Tfrael’ misht ‘be barren ; but to exprefs his forrow for 
the thing, he fpeaks) with a {eeming indignation at the place. 
Obferve;offa).] How the fruitfulnefs of the earth depends up- 
on heaven. The. worlt thing he could with to the mountains 
of Gilboa was barrennefs, and unprofitablenefs to man. Thofe 
are miferable that are ufelefs. It was the curfe Chrift pro- 
nounced on the fig-tree, Mever fruit grow on thee more; and 
that took effe@,-the fig-tree withered away. This on’ the 
mountains of Gilboa did not : but when he withed them bar. 
rep, he withed there might be no rain upon them: and if the 
heavens be brafs, the earth will foon be iron. [2.] How the 
fruitfulnefs of the earth muft- therefore be devoted to heaven ; 
which is intimated in his calling the fiuicfil fields, fields of 
offerings. Thofe fruits of their land that were offered to God, 
were the crown and glory of its and therefore.the failure of 
the offerings is the faddeft confequent of the failure of the 
corn. See Joel i. 9. To want that wherewith we thould 
honour’ God, is Worle thom to Want that wherewith we fhould 
fuftain' ourfelves.» This is the: reproach David’ faftens upon 
_ the mountains of Gilboa} which having been {tained-with royal 
blood, thereby forfeited celeftial dews. In this elegy, Saul 
had a more honourable interment, than that which the men of 
Jabefh-gilead gave him. + remit bye 
Pinon corks Niet a 26 5 Fy is erate oor 
Dawid had paid bis due refpe&s to the memory of Saul his 
prince, and Fonathan his Sriend, and what he did wasas 
miuch his praife as theirs; he ts now confidering ‘what ts 
to be done next. Saul ts dead, now therefore David a- 
* rife. 1. By direétion from God, he went up to Hebron, 
and was there anvinted ‘hing, ver. 15—4. Tl. He returns 
ed thanks to the men of Jabefb-gilead for burying Saul, 
ver. 5-7. IIT. U/bbo/beth, the fon of Saul, is Jet up in 
| oppofition 16 hin, ver. 8,—11) IV. Af warm encounter 
“happens between Davids party and Ijbbofheth?s ; ‘in 
which, (t.) Twelve of each Jide engaged hand to hand, 
_ and Were all flain, ver. 12,—16. (2.) Saul?s party was 
“"beaien, ver. 17. (3:) Afabel, on David's fide, was flain 
by Abner, ver. 18,—23, 4.) Joab, at Abner’s requeft, 
founds a retreat, ver. 24,28. (s.) Abner makes the 
“" beft of his way, ver: 29.;'and the lofs on both fides is. con- 
Weel if PUY A HED po US eS ey See 
puted,’ ver. 30,32. So that here we have an account 
“of a civil war in T[rael, which, in procefs of fume, ended - 
in the complete Settlement of David on the throne. ie 
ND it came to. pafs after this, that David 
£% Inquired of the Lorp, fayingy! Shallwl wo 
“Up into any-of the: cities of Judah? And the 
~Lorp faid unto him, Go up. And Dayid faid, 
“Whither fhall'I go tip? And he faid; unto He- 
bron. 2 So David went up thither, and his two 
Jwives alfo, Ahinoam the Jezreelitefs, and Abi- 
gail Nabal’s wife the Carmelite. 3 And his 
‘men that'were with him) did David bring up, 
every man with his houfehold, and they dwelt 
inthe cities of Hebron, -4 And the-men of Ju- 
dah came, and there they anointed Dayid king 
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over the houfe of Judah: and they told David 
faying, That the men of Jabefh-gilead were 
they that buried Saul. 5 F& And David fent 
meflengers unto the men of Jabefh-gilead, and 
faid unto them, Bleffed be ye of the Lorp, that 
ye have fhewed this kindnefs unto your lord, 
even unto Saul, and have buried him. 6 And 
now the Lorp fhew:kindnefs and truth unto 
you: and I alfo will requite you this kindnels, 
becaufe ye have done this thing. 7 Therefore 
now let your hands be ftrengthened, and be ye 
valiant: for your mafter Saul is dead, and allo 
the houfe of Judah have anointed me king over 
them. 


When Saul and Jonathan were dead, though David knew 
himfelf anointed to be king, and now faw his way very clear ; 
yet he did not prefently fend meflengers through all the coatts 
of Ifrael, to fummon all people to come in and fwear allegi- 
ance to him upon pain of death, but proceeded leifurely ; for 
he that believeth doth not make ha/te, but waits God’s time for 
the accomplifhment of God’s promifes. Many were come in 
to his affiftance from feveral tribes, while he continued at, Zik- 
lag, as we find, 1 Chron. Xil. I,—22.; and with fuch a force 
he might have come in by conqueft: but he that will rule with 
meeknefs, will not rife with violence. Obferve here, Re 

1. The direction he fought and had from God, in this est- 
tical junature, ver. 1. He doubted not but to fpeed; yet. he 
afeth proper means, both divine and human. Affurance of 
hope in God’s promife will be fo far from flackening, that it 
_ will quicken pious endeavour. If I be elected to the crown 

of fife, it doth not follow, then I will do nothing ; but then 
Twill do all that he direéts me, and follow his conduct who 
chofe me. That good ufe David made of his eleétion, and 
fo will all whom God has chofen. (1.) David, according to 


the precept, acknowledged God in bis way. He inquired of 


the Lord, by the breaft-plate of judgment, which Abiathar 
brought him. We muft apply ourfelves to God, not only 
when we are in diftrefs, but even then when the world {miles 
upon us, and fecond caufes begin to work in favour of us. His 
inquiry was, Shall I go up to any of the cities. of Fudah ? Shall 
I ftir hence ?- Though Ziklag be in ruins, he will not quit it 
without direétion from God: If I ftir hence, Shall [ go to one 


- of the cities of Fudah? Not limiting God to them; if God 
thould fo dire& him, he would go to any of the cities of If- - 


yael. But it {peaks his prudence, in the cities of Judah he 
would find moft friends ; and his modefty, he would Icok no 
further at prefent than his own tribe. In all our, motions and 


"we may, if by faith and prayer we fet him before us. (2.) 
God, according to the promife, direéted his path, bid him go 
up, told him whither, unto Hebron, a priefts city, one of the 


cities of refuge; fo it was to David, and.an infimation, that _ 


God himfelf would be to him a little fanctuary. The fepul- 
chres of the patriarchs adjoining. to Hebron, would mind him 
of the ancient promife, on which God had caufed hm to 
hope. God fent him not to Beth-lehem, his own city, be- 
caufe that was little among the thoufands of Fudah, Mic. v. 2.5 
but to Hebron, a more confiderable place, and which, perhaps, 
was then as the county-town of that tribe, % 
2. The care he took of his family’and friends in. his re~ 
move to Hebron. (1.) He took his wives with him, ver. 2.5, 
that as they had been companions with him in tribulation, they 
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- was far from that. 


“for it: Lalfo will requite you. He doth not tum 


_ rewarding them. 


might be fo inthe kingdom. Tt doth not appear he had. as 
yet any children ; his firft was born in Hebron, chap. iit. 2. 
(2.) He took his friends and followers with him, ver. 3. 
‘They had accompanied him in his wanderings 5 and therefore, 
when he gained a fettlement, they fettled with him. Thus if 
we fuffer with Chrifl, we fhall reign with him, 2 ‘Tim. il. 12. 
Nay, Chrift doth more for his good foldiers, than David could 
do for his; he found lodging for them, They dwelt in the ti- 
ties of Hebron, the adjacent towns ; but to thofe who continue 
with Chrift in his temptations, he appoints a kingdom, and will 
feafl them at his own table, Luke xxil. 29, 30. 

3. The honour done him by the men of Judah ; they a- 
nointed him hing over the houfe of Fudah, ver. 4. The tribe 


_ of Judah had often ftood by itfelf, more than any other of the 


tribes; in Saul’s time it was numbered by itfelf as a diftinét 
body, 1 Sam. xv. 4. and had been ufed to act feparately ;, 
they did fo now; yet they did it for themfelves. only ; they did 
not pretend to anoint hima king over all L/rael, (as Judg. ix. 


22.), but only over the houfe of Fudah; the reft of the tribes — 


might do as they pleafed; but. as for them and. their houfe,. 
they would be ruled by him whom God had chofen. See 
how David rofe gradually ; he was. firft anointed king in-re- 


- yerfion, then in poffeffion of one tribe only, and at laft of alk 


the tribes. Thus the kingdom of the Mefliah, the fon of Da- 
vid, is fet up by degrees: he is Lord of all, by-divine defig~ 
nation ; but we /ee not yet all things put under him, Heb. i. 8. 
David’s reigning at firft over the houfe of Judah only, was a 
tacit intimation of Providence, that his kingdom would, in a 
fhort time, be reduced to that again, as it was when the ten 


| tribes revolted from his grandfon: and it would be an encou- 


ragement to the godly kings of Judah, that David himfelf at 
firit reigned over Judah only. ay. be gO 

4. The refpectful meflage he fent te the men of Jabeth-gi- 
lead, to return them thanks for their kindnefs to Saul. Still 
he ftudies to honour the memory of his predeceffor, and there- 


- by to fhew, that he was far from aiming at the crown from 


any principle of ambition, or enmity to Saul, but purely becanfe- 


_ he was called of God to it. It was told him, that the men. - 


of Jabefh-gilead buried Saul, perhaps by fome that thought he 
would have been. difpleafed at them as over-ofhicious. But-he 
(1.) He commended them for it, ver. 5. 
According as our obligations were to love and honour any 
while they lived, we ought to fhew refpect to their remains, 
i. e. their bodies, names, and families, when they are dead. 
Saul was your lord, (faith David), and therefore you did well. 
to fhew him this kindnefs, and do him this honour. (2.) He 


them. Bieffed are ye, and blefled may ye be, of the Lord, who. 


will deal kindly with thofe in a particular manner that deal 


Rindly with the dead, as it is in Ruth i.. 8. Due refpect and’ 


, | affeGion fhewed to the bodies, names, and families of thofe. 
removes, it is comfortable to fee God going before us; and | . : 


that are dead, in confcience towards God, is a piece of chari- 


<a 
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prays to God to blefs them for it, and to recompenfe it to. — 


ty which fhall in no wife lofe its reward. The Lord Soew- 


kindne/s and truth-to you! ver. 6. i.e. kindnefs according to- 
the promife. What kindnefs God thews us in truth, is what. 
one may truftto. (3.) He promifeth to make the er 


mf from. 


to God for a recompenfe, that he might excufe 


there is an ability to do more.’ 4. He prudently” takes: this. 
opportunity to court them into his intereft, ver. 7. They had: 


paid their laft refpeéts to Saul, and he would have'them to be 
the lalt: The howfe of Fudah have anoint d me king, and it will 


be your wifdom to concur with them, and im that! to be vah- 


ant. We muft not fo doat.on the dead, how much foever: 


i 


; Good wifhes are good things, and inftances. — 
| of gratitude ; but they are too cheap to be refted in, where © 


. Chap. IL 


7 


~ the other fide of the pool. 


_vid, perhaps in his zeal for the lineal fucceflion. 


“ 
\~ ) - 
t 


we have valued them, as to negle& or defpife the bleffings we 
have in thofe that furvive, whom God has raifed up to us in 
their ftead. 


-_ 8 4 q But Abner the fon of Ner, captain of 
Saul’s hoft, took Ifh-bofheth the fon of Saul, and 
brought him over to Mahanaim. g And he 
made him king over Gilead, and over the A- 
fhurites, and over Jezreel, and over Ephraim, 
and over Benjamin, and over all Ifrael. 10 Ifh- 
bofheth Saul’s fon was forty years old when he 
began’ to reign over Ifrael, and reigned two 
‘years: but the houfe of Judah followed David. 
rt (And the time that David was king in He- 
bron over the houfe of Judah, was feven years 
and fix months.) 12 4 And Abner the fon of 
Ner, and the fervants of Ifh-bofheth the fon of 
Saul, went out from Mahanaim, to Gibeon. 13 
And Joab the fon of Zeruiah, and the fervants 
of David, went out, and met together by the 
pool of Gibeon: and they fat down, the one 
on the one fide of the pool, and the other on 
14 And Abner faid 
to Joab, Let the young men now arife, and 
play before us. And Joab faid, Let them arife. 
15 Then there arofe and went over by num- 
‘ber twelve of Benjamin, which pertained to 
Ifh-bofheth the fon of Saul, and twelve of the 
fervants of David. 16 And they caught eve- 
ty one his fellow by the head, and thru/f his 
{word in his fellows fide ; fo they fell down to- 
gether : wherefore that place was called: Hel- 
-Kath-hazzurim, which is in Gibeon. 17 And 


“there was a very fore battle that day: and Ab- - 


ner was beaten, and the men of Ifrael, before 
the fervants of David. 


Here is, r. A rivalfhip between two kings; David, whom 
God made king, and I{hbofheth, whom Abner made king. 
One would have thought, when Saul was flain, and all his 

“fons that had fenfe and {pirit enough to take the field with him, 
David fhould have come to the throne without any oppofition, 
fince all Ifrael knew, not only how he had fignalized himfelf, 
but how manifeftly God had defigned him to it: but fach a {pi- 
"rit of contradiction is there in the devices of men to the coun- 
fels of God, that fuch a weak and filly thing as Tfhbofheth, 
who was not thought fit to go with his father to the battle, 
fhall yet be thought fit to fucceed him in the government, ra- 
ther than David fhall come peaceably to it. Herein David’s 


____ kingdom was typical of the Mefiah’s, againft which the heathen 
(1.) Abner) 


rage, and the rulers take counfel, Pfal. ii. 1, 2.- 
was the perfon who fet up Ifhbotheth in competition with Da- 
Since they 
mult have a king like the nations, in this they mutt be like 
them, that the crown mutt defcend from father to fon. Or, 


_ rather, in his affection’ to his own family and relations, (for 


he was Saul’s uncle), and becaufe he had no other way to fe- 


.. cure to himfelf the poft of honour he was in, as captain of the 


-hoft. See how much mifchief the pride and ambition of one 


_ man may be the occafion of. Ifhbofheth would never have 
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_Ty precious, Pfal. Ixii. 14. 


tention. 


355 


fet up himfelf, if Abner had not fet him up, and made a tool 
of him to ferve his own purpofes, .(2.) Mahanaim was the 
place where he firft made his claim; on the other fide Jordan, 
where it was thought David had the leaft intereft, and being ata 
diftance from his forces, they might have time to ftrengthen 
themfelves. But, having fet up his {tandard there, the unthink- 
ing people of all the tribes of Ifrael, that is, the generality of 
them, fubmitted to him, ver. 9. and Judaly only was entire for 
David. This was a further trial of the faith of David in the 
promife of God, and of his patience, whether he could wait 
God’s time for the performance of that promife. (3-) Some 
difficulty there is about the time of the continuance of this 
competition. David reigned over Judah only about feyen . 
years, ver. 11.3 and yet, ver. 10. Ifhbofheth reigned over If- 
rael two years. Either before thofe two years or after, or 
both, it was in general for the houfe of Saul, chap. iii. 
6. and not any particular perfon of that houfe, that Abner 
declared; or thefe two years he reigned before the war broke 
out, ver. 12. which continued long, even the remaining five 
years, chap. iit. 1. 

2. A rencounter between their two armies. It doth’ not ap- 
pear that either fide brought their whole: force into the field, - 
for the flaughter was but fmall, ver. 30, 31.. We may won- 
der, (1.) That the mea of Judah did not appear and aét more 
vigoroufly for David, to reduce all the nation into obedience 
to him ; but it is likely David would not fuffer them to aét of- 
fenfively, chufing rather to wait till the thing would do itfelf, 
or rather till God would do it for him, without the effafion of 
Ifraelitifh blood ; for to him, as a type of Chrift, that was ve- 
Even thofe that were his adverfaa 
ries, he looked upon as his fubjeéts, and would treat them ac- 
cordingly. (2.) That the men of Iftael could in a manner 
ftand neuter, and fit down tamely under Ifhbofheth, for fo: 
many years, efpecially confidering what charaéters many of the _ 
tribes wore at this time, as we find them, 1 Chron. xii. 23s 
&c. Wife men, mighty men, men of valour, expert in war, 
and not of double heart; and yet, for feyen years together, 
for ought appears, moft of them feemed indifferent in’ whofe 
hand the public adminiftration was. Divine providence ferves 
its own purpofes, by the ftupidity of men at fome times, and . 
the activity of the fame perfons at other times ; they unlike 
themfelves, and yet the motions of providence uniform. 

1/!, In this battle Abner was the aggreffor. David fat ftill 
to fee how the matter would fall; but the houfe of Saul, and 
Abner at the head of it, gave the challenge, and they went 
by the worlt: therefore go not forth hafily to flrive nor be for- 
ward to begin quarrels, ef? thou know not what to do in the end 
thereof, Prov. xxv. 8. A. fool’s lips and hands enter into con- 


2dly, The feat of the war was Gibeon. Abner chofe it, 
becaufe it was in the lot of Benjamin, where Saul had the 
moftt friends ; yet, fince he offered battle, Joab, David’s gene- 
ral, woald not decline it, but there joined iffue with him, and 


_met him dy the pool-of Gibeon, ver. 13. David’s caufe being 


built upon God’s promife, feared not the difadvantages of the 
ground ; the pool between them gave both fides time to deli- 
berate. ; : % . 
34, The engagement was at firft propofed by Abner, and 
accepted by Joab, to be between twelve and twelve of a fide. 
(4.) It thould feem this trial of fldll began in fport. Abner 
made the motion, ver. 14. Let the young men arife, and play 
before us, as gladiators, Perhaps Saul had ufed his men to 
thefe barbarous paftimes, like a tyrant indeed ; and Abner had 
learned it of him, to, make a jeft of wounds and death, and di-. 
vert himfelf with the {cenes of blood and horror. He meant, 
Let them fight before us, when he faid let them play before use 
ay: y2 Fools 


So 
Pe 
Fools thus make a mock at fin. 
aman that can be thus prodigal of human blood, that can thus 
throw about frebrands, arrows, and death, and fay, 4m not I in 
fport ? Prov. xxvi. 18, 19. Joab having been bred up under Da- 
vid, had fo much wifdom as not tomake fo ill a motion, yet had not 
refolution enough to refift and gainfay it when another made it for 
he ftood upon a point of honour, and thought it a blemifh to his 
reputation to refufe a challenge, and therefore faid, Let them 
arife; not that he was fond of the fport, or expected that the _ 
duels would be decifive, but he would not be heétored by his 
antagonift. How many precious lives have thus been facrifi- 
ced to the capricio’s of proud. men? Twelve ofeach fide were 
accordingly called out as champions to enter the lifts, a double 
jury of life and death, not others but their own ; and the un- 
dertakers on. Abner’s fide feem to have been moft. forward, 
for they took the field firft, ver. 15.; having perhaps been bred 
up in a foolifh ambition thus to ferve the humour of their com- 
mander in chief. But, (2.) However it begun, it ended in 
blood, yer. 16. they thru/? every man his fwora into his fellow’s 
fide, {purred on by honour, not by enmity ; fo they fell down 
together ; i. ¢. all the twenty four were flain. Such an equal 
match were they one for another, and fo refolute, that neither 
fide would either beg or give quarter: they did, as it were by 
agreement, (faith Jofephus), difpatch one another with mutual 
wounds. ‘They that ftrike at other mens lives oft throw a- 
_ way their own, and only death conquers, and rides in triumph. 
The wonderful obftinacy of both fides was remembered 1a the name 
given to the place, Helkath-hazzurim, the field of rocky men, 
men that were not only {trong in body, but of firm and. unfha- 
Ken conftancy, that ftirred not at the fight of death: yet the 
frout-hearted were fpoiled, and flept their flecp, Pial. Ixxvi. 5. 
Poor honour for men to purchafe at fo vaft an expence. ‘They 
that lofe their lives for Chrift fhall find them. 

‘4thly, The whole army at length engaged, and Abner’s for- 
ces were routed, ver. 17. The former was a drawn battle, 
in which all were killed. on both fides; and therefore they 
muf{t put it upon another trial, in which (as it often happens) 

they that gave the challenge went away with lofs. David had 
God on his fide ; his fide therefore was victorious. - 


18 4 And there were three fons of ‘Leuriah 
there, Joab, and Abifhai, and Afahel : and Afahel - 
qwas as light of foot asa wild roe. rg And A- 
fahel purfued after Abner, and in going he turned 
~ not to the right hand nor to the left from fol- 
lowing Abner. 20Then Abner looked behind 
him, and faid, Art thou Afahel? And he an{wer- 
ed, Lam © 21 And Abner faid to him, Turn 
thee afide to thy right harfd, or to thy left, and 
lay thee hold on one of the young men, and 
take thee his armour. But Afahel would not 
turn afide from following of him. 22 And Ab- 
ner faid again to Afahel, Turn thee afide from 
following me: wherefore fhould I {mite thee to 
the ground? how then fhould I hold up my face 
to Joab thy brother? 23 Howbeit he refuted 
to turnafide: wherefore Abner with the hinder 
end of the fpear {mote him under the fifth 77), 
that the fpear came out belind him ; and he 
fell down there, and died in the fame place : 
and it came to pafs that as many as came to the 


place where A fahel felldown and died, ftood ftill.. 
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Chap. I. 


But he is unworthy the name of | 24 Joab alfo and Abifhai purfued after Abner: 


and the fun went down when they were come. 
to the hill of Ammah, that heth beforeGiah by 


the way of the wildernefs of Gibeon. 


We have here the conteft between Abner and Afahel. A- 
fahel, the brother of Joab, and coufin-german to David, was 
one of the principal commanders of David’s~forces, and was 
famous for fwiftnefs in running. He was as light of foot as a 
wild roe, ver. 18." This he got the name’ of by fwift purfuing, 
not fwift flying: yet we may fuppofe he was not comparable 


to Abner for-a flulful experienced foldier. We rouft there- 


fore obferve, i 
~1. How rath he was in aiming to make Abner his prifoner. 
He purfued after him, and no other, ver. 19. Proud of his 
relation to David and Joab, his own fwiftnefs, and the fuccefs — 
of his party, no lefs a trophy of viétory would now ferve the - 
young fpark than Abner himfelf, either flain or bound; which 
he thought would put an end to the war, and effe@ually open. 
David’s way to the throne. ‘This made him very eager inthe — 


Ake, i «A | 
< 


- 
fa°* 


~ 


purfuit, and carelefs of the opportunities he had of féizing o- - 


thers in his way, on his right hand, and on his left: his eye 
is.on Abner only. The defign was brave, bad he been par 
negotio r but let not the fwift man glory in his fwiftnefs, any. 
more than the ftrong man in his ftrength. Magnis ewcidit 
AUS. ? . ; + 

2. How fair Abner was in giving him notice of the danger _ 
he run himfelf upon, and adyifing him not to méddle to his own 
hurt, 2 Chron. xxv. 19.. (1.) He bid him. content himfelf” 
with a leffer prey : ver. 21. Lay hold on one of the young meny 
plunder him, and make him thy prifoner: Meddle with thy. 


match, but pretend not to one who is fo much {uperior to thee. 


It is wifdom, in all contefts, to compare our own firength and 
that of our adverfaries, and to take heed of being partial to 
ourfelves in making the comparifon,. left we prove in the iffue 
enemies to ourfelves, Luke xiv. 31, ‘(2.) He begged of him 
not to put him upon the neceflity of flaying him in his own de- 


be flain by him, ver. 22. Abner, it feems, either loved Joab, 
or feared him, for he was very loth to incur his difpleafure, 
which he would certainly do if he flew Afahel. It is com- 


mendable for enemies to be thus refpectful one to another. Ab- — 


ner’s care how he fhould Hit up his face to Foab, gives caule to 
fafpeét, that he really believed David would have the kingdomr 
at laft, according to the divine defignation ; and then, in op- 
pofing him, he aéted again{t his confcience. Serenade 
, 3» How fatal Afahel’s wilfulnefs was to him. He refufed. 
to turn afide, thinking, that therefore Abner fpoke him fair,. 
becaufe he feared him. But what came of it? Abner, as foon 
as he came up to him, gave him. his death’s wound with a. 


Jpear, from which he feared no danger. This was a pafs which. 


fence; which he was very loth to do, but maft do, rather than : 


back ftroke y ver. 23. He fmote him with the hinder end of his 


Afahel was not acquainted with, nor had learned to ftand up. °° 
on his guard again{t; bat Abner, perhaps, had: formerly ufed _ 


it, and done execution with it. And here it did effeGtual ex-. 


-ecution: Afahel died immediately of the wound. See heres. 


(1.) How death often comes upon us by ways that we leaft 


{ufpecét. Who would fear the hand of a flying enemy, or the — 


butt-end of a fpear ? yet from thefeAfahel receives his death’s - 


wound. (2.) How we are oft betrayed by the accomplifh- 


ments we are proud of, Afahel’s fwiftnefs, which he prefa- 
med fo much upon, did him no kindnefs, 


but forwarded his. 


fate ; and with it he run upon his death, inftead of running — 


from ite Afahel’s fall was not only Abner’s fecurity from 
him, but put a full {top to the conqueror’s purfuit, ne gay 
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_ Chap. II. 

Abner time to rally again; for“all that came to the place ftood 
fill: only Joab and Abifhai, inffead of being difhéartened, 
were exafperated: by it, and purfued Abner with much the 
more fury, ver. 24. and overtook him at lat about funfet. when 
the approaching night would oblige ‘them to retire, 


25 {J And the children of Benjamin gather- 
ed themfelves together after Abner, and be. 
came one troop, and ftood on the top of an hill. 
26 Then Abner called to Joab, and faid, Shall 
the {word devour for ever? knoweft thou ‘not 
that it will be bitternefs in the latter end? how 
long fhall it be then ere thou bid the people 
return from following their brethren ? 27 And 
Joab faid, 4s God liveth, unlefs thou had# {po- 
ken, furely then in the morning the people had 
gone up every one from following his brother. 
28.So Joab blew a trumpet, and all the people 

Stood fill, and. purfued after iffael no more, 
neither fought they any more. 29 And Ab- 
ner and his men walked all that night through 
the plain, and patled over Jordan, and went 
through all Bithron, and they came to:-Maha- 
naim. - 30 And Joab returned from following 
Abner: and when he had gathered all the peo. 
ple together, there lacked of David’s fervants 
nineteen men, and Afahel. 31 But the fer- 
vants of David had {mitten of Benjamin and 
of Abner’s men, /o that three-hundred and three- 
{core men died. 32 & And they took up Afa- 
hel, and buried him in the fepulchre of his fa- 
thers, which was in Beth-Iehem: and Joab and 
his men went all night, and they came to Heb- 
ron at break of day. | | 


Here, 1. Abner being conquered, poorly begs for a ceffa- 
tion of arms. He rallied the ‘remains of his forces on the top 
of a hill, ver..25. as if he would have made head again, but 
becomes a humble fupplicant to Joab for a little breathing-time, 
ver. 26. He that was moft forward and fond to fight, was 
the firft that had enough of it. He that madea jett of blood- 
thed, ver. 14. Let the young men arife, 

- now fick of it, when he finds himfelf on the lofing hand, and 

_ the {word he made fo light of drawing, threatened to. touch 

 himfelf. -Obferve how’ his note is changed. Then it was but 


_ playing with the {word, now Soall the word devour for ever 2 


t had devoured but one day, yet to him it feemed for ever, 
becaufe it went againft him ; and very willing he is now that 
the fun fhould not go. down pon the wrath. Now he can ap- 
peal to Joab himfelf concerning the miferable eonfequences: of 


a civil war: Knowef thou not that. is will be bitterne/s in the 


latter end? It will be refle&ed upon with regret, when the ac- 
» €Ount comes to be made up 3. for whoever gets in. a civil war, 
the community is fure to lof, Perhaps he refers to the bit- 


__ ternefs that was in the tribes of Ifrael. in the end’ of their war 


- 


with Benjamin, when they wept 
' they themfelves had made, 


- 


fore forthe: defolations which 
-Judg.. xxi, 2. 


~ Joab to found a retreat, and Pleads’ that they were brethren, 


‘who ought not thus to bite and devour one another. He that. 


in the morning would have Joab bid the ‘people fall upon their 
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Hebron, where David was, ver. 32. 


and play before us, is ~ 


Now ;he begs of 


357 


brethren, now would have him bid them lay down their arms. 
Ses here, (1.) How eafy it is for men to ufé reafon, when it 
makes for them, that would not ufc it if it made againit them. 
Af Abner had been the conqueror, we fhould not have had hin 
complaining of the voracioufnefs of thefword, and the miferies 
of a civil war, nor pleading that both fides were brethren ; but 
finding himfelf beaten, all thefe reafonings are muftered unand 
improved for the fecuring of his retreat, and the faving of his 
{cattered: troops from being ‘cut off. (2.)- How the fue of 
things alters mens minds. ‘The fame thing which looked plea- 
fant in the morning, at- night looked difmal. 'Thofe that are 
forward to enter into contention, will perhaps repent it before | 
they have done with it, and therefore had better /eave if off be- 
Sore it be meddled with, as Solomon advifeth., It is true of e- 
very fin, it- were well if men would confider it In time, that it 
will be bitterne/s in the latter end. At the laf it bites like a fers 
pent thofe on whom it fawned. 

2. Joab, though a conqueror, generonfly grants it, and founds 
a retreat, knowing very well his mafter’s miod, and how averfe _* 
he was to the fhedding of blood. He doth indeed juftly up- 
braid Abner with his forwardnefs to engage, and lay the Blame 
upon him that there had been fo much bloodfhed as. was: ver, 
27. Unlefs thou hadft fpoken, iz es hadtt given orders. to fights, 
hadft bidden the young men arife and play before us, none of 
us had {truck a {troke, nor drawn a {word againft our brethren. 
Thou complaineft that the fword devours, but who firft uns 
fheathed it? who began? Now thou wouldit have the people: 
parted, but remember who fet them on to fight: “We haél re- 
treated in the morning, if thou had{t not given the challenge. 
‘Thofe that are forward to make mifchief,° are commonly the 
firft that complain of it. This might have ferved to excufe 
Joab if he had puthed on his victory, and madé a fuil end of 
Abner’s forces ; but, like one that pitied the miftake of his 


| -adverfaries, and’ {corned to make an army of Ifraelites pay dear 


for the folly of their commander, he very ‘honourably, by found: 
of trumpet, put a ftop to the purfuit, ver. 28. and fuffered Ab- 
ner to make an orderly retreat. It is good hufbandry to be: 
{paring of blood. As the foldiers were here very obfequious 
to the general’s orders, fo he, no doubt, obferved the in{truce. 
tions of his prince, who fought the: welfare of all Ifrael, and: 
therefore not the hurt of any. 

\ 3. The armies being feparated, both retiredto the places 
whence they came, and both marched in the night, Abner to 
Mahanaim, on the other fide Jordan, ver. 29. and Joab to: 
The flain on both fides 
are computed. On David’s fide only nineteen men were mit. 
fing, and: Afahel, ver. 30. who. was worth more than them alls. 
on Abnet’s fide three hundred and threefcore, ver. 34. In. 
civil wars formerly great flaugliters had been made, as Judg.. 
XH. 6. XX. 44: in comparifon with which this was nothing. 
It was to-be hoped they grew-wifer and more: moderate. A+ 


Y fahel’s funeral is. here mentioned’; ‘the reft' they buried-in the 


field of battle; but he was carried to- Bethlehem, and’ buried: 
in. the fepulchre of his father, ver. 32. 'Phus are diftinctions: 
made: between the duft of fome and others ; but in the refur-. 
rection: no* other: difference will be made, but that between god— 


ly and ungodly, which: will remain‘for ever. 


CH Piet 


The battle between Foab and: Abner dd not end the controver= 


Sy between the tano. houfes of Saul and David ; but it is ins - 
this chapter. working towards a: pertod: * Hore is, Vo The 
§radual advance! of David's: interes ver1” VIL The builds 
ing up of his’ family, ver. 2,2 §. JIL. Abner’s quarrel with: 

Lpobofbeth, and bistreaty with David, vers 6,12. TV. 
Lhe preliminaries‘ fettled, yer. 13,~-16. V. Abner? pints 
taking, 


taking and aitempt to bring T/rael over to David, ver. 17,— 
a1. VI. The treacherous murder of Abner by Foab, twhen 
he was carrying on this- matter, ver. 22,—27. WII. Da- 
vid’s great concern and trouble for the death of Abner, ver. 
28,—39- 


po” there was long war between the houfe 
se of Saul, and the houfe of David: but 
David waxed ftronger and ftronger, and the 
houfe of Saul waxed weaker and weaker. 2 

And unto David were fons born in Hebron ; 
and his firft-born was Amnon, of Ahinoam the 
Tezreelitefs: 3 And his fecond, Chileab, of A- 
bigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite: and 
the third, Abfalom, the fon of Maacah, the 
daughter of Talmai king of Gefhur: 4 And 
the fourth, Adonijah, the fon of Haggith: and 
the fifth, Shephatiah, the fon of Abital: 5 And 
the fixth, Ithream, by Eglah David’s wife: thefe 
were born to David in Hebron. 6,9 And it 
came‘to pafs while there was war between the 
houfe of Saul and the houfe of David, that 
Abner made himfelf ftrong for the houfe of 


Saul. 
%& 


Saul, before his fettlement in the throne was completed, ver. 1. 
(1.) Both fides contefted. Saul’s houfe, though beheaded and 
" diminifhed, would not fall tamely, It is not {trange that there 
was war between them; but one would wonder it fhould bea 
long war, when David’s houfe had right on its fide, and there- 
fore God on its fide. But though truth and equity will tri- 
umph at laft, God may, for wife and holy ends, prolong the 
confli@. The length of this war tried the faith and patience 
of David, and made his eftablifhment at laft the more welcome 
to him. (2+) David’s fide got ground: The houfe of Saul 
went weaker and weaker, loft places, loft men, funk in its re- 
~ putation, and grew lefs confiderable, went by the worfe in every 
engagement ; but the houfe of David grew /ronger and flronger ; 
many deferted the declining caufe of Saul’s houfe, and pru- 
dently came into David’s intereft, being convinced that he 
~ would certainly carry the day. The conteft between grace and 
corruption, in the hearts of believers, who are fanctified but 
in part, may fitly be compared to this here. There is a long 
war between them, the flefh lufting againft the fpirit, and the fpi- 
_ rit again{t the flefh: but as the work of fanétification is carried 
on, corruption, like the houfe of Saul, grows weaker and 
weaker ; while grace, like the houfe of David, grows /ronger 
cand flronger, till it ‘comes to a perfect man, and judgment is 
‘brought forth unto victory. . 


2. The increafe of his own houfe, Here is an account of 


fix fons he had by fix feveral wives, in the feven years he reign-_ 
Perhaps this is mentioned here, as that which 
{trengthened David’s intereft ; every child, whofe welfare was — 


ed in Hebron. 


embarked in the common fafety, was a frefh fecurity given to the 


commonwealth for his care of it, -He that has his quiver filled 
with thefe arrows,’ fhall peak with his enemy in the gate, Pfal. 


CXXVIL. 5. As the death of Saul’s fons weakened his intereft, 
fo the birth of David’s ftrengthened his. (1.),It was David’s 
fault thus to multiply wives, contrary to the law, Deut, xvii. 
17. and it, was an illyexample to his fucceffors.. (2,) It doth 

not appear, that in thefe feven years he had above one fon by 
each of thefe wives. Some have had as numerous a progeny, 


\ 
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Here is, 1. The ftruggle that David had with the houfe of 


-forefkins of the Philiftines. 15 And Ith-bo- 
fheth fent, and took her from ser hufband, e- 


Chap. II, 
and with much more honour and comfort, by one wife. (3.) 
We read not that any of thefe fons came to be famous, but 
three of them infamous, Aimnon, Abfalom, and Adonijah. 
We have therefore reafon to rejoice with trembling, in the 
building up of our familiés. \ (4.) His fon by Abigail is called 
Chileab, ver. 3. whereas, 1 Chron, iil. 1, he is called Daniel. 
Bifhop Patrick tells the reafon, which the Hebrew doétors 
give for thefe names: That his firft name was Daniel, God 
has judged me, viz. againft Nabal. But David’s enemies re- 
proached him, and faid, it was Nabal’s fon, and not David’s ; 
to confute which calumny, Providence fo ordered it, that as 
he grew up, he became, in his countenance and features, ex- 
tremely like David, and refembled him more than any of his 
children ; upon which he gave him the name of Chileab, which 
fignifies, like his father, or the father’s piture. (5.) Abfa- 
lom’s mother is faid to be the daughter of Talmai king of 
Gefhur, a Heathen prince. Perhaps David thereby hoped to 
ftrengthen his intereft ; but the product of the marriage was 
one that proved his grief and fhame. (6.) The laft is called 
David’s wife; which therefore, fome think, was Michal, 
his firft and moft rightful wife, called here by another name ; 


and though fhe had no child after fhe mocked David, fhe 


might have before. 

Thus was David’s houfe {trengthened: but it was Asner 
that made himfelf firong for the houfe of Saul ; which is men- 
tioned, ver. 6. to fhew, that if he failed them, they would 
fall of courfe. j . cee ood 

7 And Saul had a concubine, whofe name 
was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah: and J/p- — 
bofbeth {aid to Abner, Wherefore haft thou 
gone in unto my father’s concubine? 8 Then 
was Abner very wroth for the words of Ifh-bo- 
fheth, and faid, 4m Ia dog’s head, which a- 
gainft Judah do fhew kindnefs this day unto the 
houfe of Saul thy father, to his brethren, and 
to his friends, and have not delivered thee in- 
to the hand of David, that thou chargeft me 
to-day with a fault concerning this woman? 
9 So do God to Abner, and more alfo, except 
as the Lorp hath {worn to David, even fo I do 
to him: 10 To-tranflate the kingdom from 
the houfe of Saul, and to fet up the throne of 
David over Ifrael, and over Judah, from Dan 
even to Beer-fheba. 11 And he could not an-~ 
fwer Abner a word again, becaufe he feared — 
him. 12 4 And Abner fent meffengers to Da- _ 
vid on his behalf, faying, Whofe zs the land? 


faying aJ/o, Make thy league with me, and be- 
‘hold, my hand /bail be with thee, to bring a- 


bout all Ifrael unto thee. 13 (| And he faid, 
Well, I will make a league with thee: but one 
thing I require of thee, that is, Thou fhalt not 
fee my face, except thou firft bring Michal 


‘Saul’s daughter, when thou comeft to fee my. 


face. 14 And David fent mefiengers to Ifh- - 
bofheth Saul’s fon, faying, Deliver me my wife 


Michal, which I efpoufed to me for an hundred — 


: Cp wen a 


ar 


‘ven from Phaltiel the fon of Laith. 


_ mal, that thou expofeft me thus ?° ver. 8. 


Chap. IE, di} 


16 And 
her hufband went with her along weeping be- 


hind her to Bahurim: then faid Abner unto 


him, Go, return. And he returned. 174 And 
Abner had communication with the elders of 
Hfrael, faying, Ye fought for David in times 
patt to be king over you. — 18 Now then do i¢ F 
for the Lorn hath fpoken of David, faying, By 
the hand of my fervant David I will fave my 


people Ifrael out of the hand of the Philiftines, 


and out of the hand of all their enemies. 19 


"a.nd Abner alfo fpake in the ears of Benjamin: 


and Abner went alfo to fpeak in the ears of 
‘David in Hebron, all that feemed good to Hf- 
rael, and that feemed good to the whole houfe 
of Benjamin. 20 So Abner came to David to 


Hebron, and'twenty men with him: and Da-. 


vid made Abner and the men that were with 
him, a featt. 2r And Abner faid unto David, 


~ Twillarife and go, and will gather all Lrael 


unto my lord the king, that they may make a 
league with thee, and that thou mayft reign 
over all that: thine heart defireth. And David 
fent Abner away ;.and he went in peace.. 


Here, 1. Abner breaks with’ Iihbofheth, and deferts his in 
tereft upon a little provocation, which Whbofheth unadvifedly 
gave him. God can ferve his own purpofes, by the fins. and 
follies of men. (1.) Ifhbofheth accufed Abner of no lee a 
crime, than debauching one of. his father’s concubmes, ver. 7. 
Whether it was fo or no} doth not appear, nor what’ ground 
he had for the fufpicion ; but however. it was, it had been I{he 
botheth’s prudetice to connive at it, confidering how much it 
was his intereft not to difoblige Abner. 
and his jealoufy groundlefs, it was very difingenuous and: un- 
grateful,. to entertain unjuft furmifescof one who had ventured 


his all for him, and was certainly thesbett friend he hadsmthe | 


world. (2.) Abner refented the charge very heinoufly. .Whe- 
ther he was guilty of the fault concerning this woman, ox no, 
he doth not fay, ver. 8.; but we fufpect he was. guilty 3 for 
he doth not exprefsly deny it | 


With it ‘by him, and would not take it at his hands. 


: What; 
faith Abner, 


Am I a dog’s head, ? a vile and contemptible ani- 
Mme thus? ver. 8. Is this my recom- 
penfe for thé kindnefs Ihave fliewn to thee, and thy father’s 
houfe, and the good. fervices! I Haye: ‘done you? He’ mag- 
nifies the fervice with this, that it was again{t Judah,) the tribe 
on whichrthe crown: was - fettled, 


éd both ag inft bis‘con 


and’ ‘yet, perhaps, he 


proved, efpecially by:thofe. whom they thinkthey have obli ged. 


David'to give hitn the kingdom, and yet’ oppofed it with: all 


/ 


If the thing was falfe, 


3 and though he was, he ‘lets. 
‘Ifhbofheth know, [1.] That he fcorned to be hit im the teeth 


and..which would. certainly 
have it at-laft : “fo that in fupporting the houfe of Saul, he a@-- 
Rience and againft his intereft, for which | 
he deferved ‘a bettet requittal than. this; And! y : 
would not have been fo zealous for:the houfe-of Saul,iifhe had | 
not thereby gratified. his,own-ambition,, and hoped to findhis. 
Own account init. Note, Proud men will not bear'to bé: Hee: 


again, ‘and would doit.’ : He knew that'God had fworn to 


A a 


o 2 Mote Ee 


|. Ufurpers muft expect to refign. 
£2.) That: he would certainly be revengedon Hiim,-ver. 9} 10. } 
With the utmott degree of arrogance ‘and infolence he lets him: 
Know, ‘that as he had raifed‘him up, fo' he could pull him down 
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his might, froma principle of ambition; but now complies with 
it, from a principle of revenge, under colour of fome regard 
to the will of God, which was but a pretence. They that are 
flaves to their lufts have many matters, which drive fome one 
way and fome another ; and, according as they make head, 
men are violently hutried into felf contradiétions. Abner’s 
ambition made him zealous for Lfhbofheth, and now his revenge 
made hin as zealous for David. If he had fincerely regarded 
God’s promife to David, and a&ed with an eye to that, he 
had been fteady and uniform in his counfels, and aéted in con= 
fiftence with himfelf. But while Abner ferves bis own lutts, 
God, by him, ferves his own purpofes, makes even his wrath 
and revenge to praife him, and ordains Rrength to David by 
it,  Lafly, See how Uhbofheth was thunder-{truck, by Abner’s 
infolence ; he could not anfever him again, ver, 11. 
fheth had had the fpirit of a man, efpecially of a prince, he 
might have anfwered him, that his merits were the agerava- 
tion of his crimes ; that he would not be ferved by fo ill a man, 


and doubted net but to do well enough without him. But he- 
was conf{cious to himfelf of his own weaknefs, and therefore . 


faid not a-word, left he fhould make ill worfe. His heart 
failed him, and he now became, as David had foretold con- 
cerning his enemies, /ike a bouing wall, anda tottering fence, 
Pfal. Ixii. 3. 
2. Abner treats with David. ! 
to grow fick. of Ihbofheth’s caufe,. and fonght an opportunity 
to defert it; or elfe, however he might threaten, Ihbotheth 
with it, for the quafhing. of his charge. againit him, he would 


‘not have made good his angry words fo foon. as he did, ver. 
12. He fent meffengers.to David, to tell him that he was athis - 


fetvice.: Whofe is the land 2 Ys it not thine? for thou haft the 
beft title to the government, 
ple’s affections. | Note, God can find out ways to make thofe 


ferviceable tothe kingdom of Chrift, who yet have no fincere~ 


affe@tion for it, and who. have vigoroufly fet themfelves againft 
it. Enemies are fonietimes made a footftool, not only to be 
troden upon, but to afcend by. "The earth helped the woman. 


3. David enters into a° treaty with Abner, but upon condi-~ 


tion that he procure him the reftitution of Michal his wife, 
ver. 13. Hereby, (1.) David thewed the fincerity: of his con- 
jagal affection to his firftand. moft rightful wife ; neither her 
matrying another, nor his, had alienated him from her. Many 
waters could not quench that love. . 
{pect to the houfe of Saul. So far was he from. trampling up- 
on.it, now. it was fallen, that, even in his elevation, he valued 
himfelf not a little by his relation to it. 


daughter, to. fhare with him in them ;. fo 
ing any malice to the family of his enemy. 


word, that he muft apply himfelf to Ifhbofheth; which he did, 


ver. 14. pleading, that he had purchafed her at a dear rate, and . 
fhe.was wrongfully taken from him. Ifhbofheth durft not de- - 
ny his demand, now he wanted Abner-to ftand by him, but | 
took her from Phaltiel, to whom Saul had married her, ver... 


15.3 and Abner conduéted her to David, not doubting bus. 
when he brought him ~ 


that then the {hould: be! doubly ‘wéleome, 
a wife inone hand, and a-crown in the. others: Her latter 
hufband -was| loth to part. with’ her;: and followed her. weeping, 


ver.’ 16.3. but there, was no-remedy; he muft thank, himfelf ; . 


for when: he took her, he knew that: another had right to her. 
| Let no.man therefore ft his 
heart on that which he isi not intitled to. If any difagreement 
hath feparated hufband and wife, as they expect the blefling of 
God, let them.be reconciled, and come together again; let.all 
former quatrels be forgotten, and Jet them dive together in love, 
according to God’s holy ordinance. Ute 

“ 4 Abner 


Tf Ithbo- 


j 
One. would think he began» 


. , ~ i 
and the beft intereft in the peo- 


(2.) He teftified his re- ‘ 


- He cannot be pleafed’: 
with thé honours of the throne, unlefs he have Michal, Saul’s . 
far was he from bear- - 
Abner fent him » 


| 
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4. Abner ufeth his intereft with the elders of Ifrael to ‘sae 
them over to David; knowing, that which way they went, 
the common people oils follow of courfe. Now it ferves 
his own turn, he can plead in David’s behalf, that he was, (1. ) 
Hfrael’s choice: ver. 17. Ye fought for him in time paji to be 
hing over you, when he had fignalized himfelf in fo many en- 
pagements with the Pi hiliftines, and done you fo much good 
- fervice. No man can pretend to greater perfonal merit than 
* David, nor to lefs than Ifhbofheth : you have tried them both ; 

Detur digniori: let David be your king. (z.) God’s chane 
v. 18. The Lord hath fpoken of David. Compare v. 9. When 
God Seas Samuel to anoint him, he did, in effeét, pro- 
mife, that by his hand he would fave Ifrael; for, for that end 
he was made king. God having promifed, by David’s hand, 
to fave Ifrael, it is both your duty, in compliance wit God’s 
will, and your intereft, in order to your victories over your e- 
nemies, to fabmit to him; and it is the greateft folly in the 
world to oppofe him. Who would have expected fuch reafon- 
ings as thefe out of Abner’s mouth ? But thus Ged will make 
. the enemies of his people to £now, and own, that he has loved 
them, Rev. iii. g. He particularly applied himfelf to the men 
_ of Benjamin, thofe of his own tribe, on whom he had the 
greateft influence, and whom he had drawn in to appear for 
the houfe of Saul. He was the man that had deceived them, 
and therefore he was concerned to undeceive them. Thus the 
multitude are as they are managed. 

5. David concludes the treaty with Abner;' and he did wife- 

ly and well therein; for, whatever induced Abner to it, it was 


a good work to put an end to the war, and to fettle the Lord’s _ 


anointed on the throne; and it was as lawful for David to 
make ufe of his agency, as it is for a poor man to receive an 
alms from a Pharifee, who gives it in pride and hypocrify. 

Abner reported to David the fenfe ‘of the people, and the fuc- 
-cefs of his communications with them, yer. 19. He came now, 
not, as at firft, incognito, but with a retinue of twenty men ; 
and David entertained’ him with a feafl, ver. 20. in token of 
reconciliation and. joy, and asa pledge of the agreement be- 
tween them: it was a. feaft upon a covenant, like that, Gen. 

SEXVi. 30. 
feaft him. Abner, pleafed with his entertainment, the preven- 


tion of his fall with Saul’s houfe, (which would have been i ine- | 


vitable, if he had not taken this courfe), and much more with 
the profpedt he had of preferment under David, undertakes, in 


a little time, to perfect thé revolution, and to bring all Tfrael 1 in- 
‘He tells. David he fhall reign 


to obedience to David, ver. 21. 
over all that his heart de cf tred. He knéw, ‘David’s elevation 
took rife from God’s appointment 3 


men oft do) he meafured that: good man by himfelf. ’ “Howe- 


ver, David and ‘he parted very, good friends, and the affair be- 


tween them i in a vety good pofture. 


ey g And behold, the fevweiits of David and 
Joab came from pur fuing’a troop, and. brought 
in a great fpoil with them: (but Abner was _ 
not with, David: in; ‘Hebron, for.hehad fent him | 
-23°When 
Joab and ‘all'the hot that was ‘with him} were — 


away, and he was gone m peace). 


come, they told Joab, faying, Abner the fon of 


Ner came to the king, and he hath fent him a+ _ 
24 Then Joab 
came to the king, and faid; What haft thou | 


way, and he is gone in peace. 


done ? “behold, Abner ¢amé unto thee, why is 


it ¢hat thou hatt fent him away, and he i Is quite - 


AM UEL 


| the people wept... 


Lf thine enemy hunger, feed him; but if he fubmit, | 


yet. he inf inuates, that it | 
fprung from his own ambition, and defire of rule: thus (as t bad 


Chap. Tf. 


gone? 29 Thou knoweft Abner the fon of Ner 
that he came to deceive thee, and to know thy 
going out, and thy coming in, and to know all 
that anu dof. .26 And when Joab was come 
out from David, he fent meflengers atter Ab- 
ner, which brought him again from the well of 
Sirah ; but David knew it not. 27 And when 
Abnet was returned to Hebron, Joab took him 


afide in the gate to {peak with him quietly : and. 


{mote him there under the fifth rzb, that he’ 


died, for the blood of Afahel his brother. 28 4. 
And afterward when David heard it, he faid, L 
and my kingdom are guiltlefs before the Lop 
for ever, from the blood of Abner the fon of 
Ner: 29 Let it reft on the head of Joab, and on 
all his father’s houfe, and let there not, fail from 
the houfe of Joab, one that hath an iflue, or that 
isa leper, or that leaneth on a fiaff, or that 
falleth on the {word, or that lacketh bread. 30 
So Joab and Abithai his brother flew Abner, 

becaufe he had flain their brother Afahel at Gi- 
beon in the battle. 31 4 And David faid to 
Joab, and to all the people that were with him, 

Rent your clothes, and gird you with fackcloth, 

and mourn before Abner. 
bim/feif followed the bier. 32 And they buried 
Abner in Hebron : and the king lift up his 
voice, and wept at the grave of Abner; and all 


over Abner, and faid, Died Abner as a fool 
dieth ? 34 Thy hands were not bound, nor thy 
feet put into fetters : 

wicked men, fo felleft thou. And all the peo- 
ple: wept- again. over him. 35 And when. alt 
the people came to’ caufe David to eat meat 
while it was yet day, David: fwareyfaying, So do 
God to me, and more alfo, if I tafle bread or 
ought elfe, till the fun. be down. 36. ‘And all 
the people took notice of it, and it pleafed 
them : as whatfoever the | ‘king did, pleaféd all 
the: people. 3 For all’ thé people, ‘and all if 
rael: underitood that day, that it was not.of the 
king to flay, Abner the fon.of Ner. 38 And the 
king faid unto: his: fervants, Know ye not that 


And king David 


33 And. the king lamented 


as a man. falleth before ue 


aN 


there is a prince and ‘a’ great’ man’ Per this a 


day in Ifrael?’ 39 And I am this d y 
though anointed king; and thefe n me 
of Leruiah, be-too hard for me: the — 


ee Weak, 
‘the fons 
ORD fhall 


reward: the doer of evil according et his wicked~ 


i chal ai . é 


Spy Ss Srecege * 
ie 
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a 


‘ 


“Wel fave, gone an ‘anacuat mr the murder of Abner ey J aby : 


aad David’s deep: refentment: of it. | t 

Me Joab very! ‘ipfolently fell, foul. Supon Paula i reating 
with, Abner. It happened he wag abroad upon-fervice when’ 
Abner was with David, purfuing! a troop, either, ‘of. Pbilifiness.’ 


Ai 


. 


_ face to Foab thy brother ? chap. ii. 22. and 


_ the greateft truft, after his own heart. 


_flain many of Abner’s friends. 


Chap. TIT. Tk 
or of Saul’s party ; but, upon his return, was informed. that 
Abner was juit gone, ver, 22, 23. and that a great many kind 
things hadspaffed between David and him. He had all the 
reafon in the world to be fatished of David’s prudence, and to 
acquiefce in the meafures he took, knowing him to be a wife 
and good man himfelf, and under a divine condnét in all his 
his affairs; and yet, as if he had the fame {way in Dayid’s 
caufe, that Abner had in Ithbofheth’s, he chides David, and re- 
proaches him to his face, as impolitic, ver. 24, 25. What haft 
thou done ? As if David were accountable to him for what he 
did: Why haf thou fent him away? when thou mighteft have 
made him a prifoner? He came as a fpy, and will certainly 
betray thee. I know not whether to wonder more, that Joab 
had impudence enough to give fuch an affront to his prince, 
~or that, David had patience enough to take it. He doth, in 
effect, call David a fool, when he tells him he knew Abner 
came to deceive him, and yet he trufted-him. We find no 
anfwer that David gave him, not becaufe he feared him, as 
Ithbofheth did Abner, ver. 13. but becaufe he defpifed him, or 
becaufe Joab had not fo much good manners as to ftay for an 
anfwer. eae es ES : 
2. He very treacheroufly fent for Abner back, and, under 
colour of a private conference with him, barbaroufly killed him 
-with his own hand. That hemade ufe of David’s name, un- 
‘der pretence of giving him fome further inftru€tions, is intima- 
ted in that, but David knew it not, ver. 26. Abner defigning 


no harm, feared none, but very innocently returned to Hebron; © 


and, when he found Joab waiting for him in the gate, turned 
afide with him. to fpeak with him privately, forgetting what he 
himfelf had faid when he flew Afahel, How fhall I hold up my 
there Joab mur- 
dered him, ver. 27. and it is intimated, ver..30. that Abifhai 


__ Was privy to the defign, and was aiding and. abetting, and would 


-have come in to his brother’s afliftance, if there had been occa- 
fion, he'is therefore charged as an acceflory: Foab and Abifhai 
Slew. Abner 3 though perhaps he only knew it: who is privy to 
the thoughts and intents of mens hearts... ~ 

Now, in this, (1.) It is certain the Lord was righteous. 
Abner had malicioufly, and againit the conviétions of his con- 
{cience, oppofed David: he had now bafely deferted Ithbo- 


. fheth, and betrayed him, under pretence of regard to God and 


Urael, but really from a principle of pride and revenge, and im- 
patience of controul. God will not therefore ufe { ill a man, 
though Dayid might, in fo good a work as the uniting of If 


-rael. Fudgments are prepared for fach corners as Abner was. 


But, (2.) It is as certain, that Joab was unrighteous, and, in 
what he did, did wickedly. David was a man after God’s 
heart, but could not have thofe about him, no not in places of 
Many a good prince, 
and a good mater, has been forced to employ bad men, [1.] 
Even the pretence for doing this was very unjuft. Abner had 
indeed flain his brother Afahel, and Joab and Abifhai pretend- 
ed herein to be the avengers of his blood, ver. 27, 30. but 
Abner flew Afahel in an open war, wherein Abner indeed had 


- given the challenge, but Joab himfelf had accepted it, and had. 


He did it likewife in his own 
defence, and not till he had given him fair warning, which he 
‘would not take, and he-did it with reluctancy ; but Joab here 


Shed the blood of war in peace, 1 Kings ii. 3. [2.] That which 


‘we have reafon to think was at the bottom of Joab’s enmity 
to Abner, made it much worfe. Joab was now general of Da- 


__vid’s forces; but if Abner fhould come into his intereft, he 


poflibly would be preferred before him, being -a fenior officer, 


and more experienced in the art of war. This Joab was jeal- 


_ ous of, and could better bear the guilt of blood than the thoughts 


. 


of a rival. [3-] He did it treacheroufly, and under pretence 
ai? Wor, IL. | 
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of {peaking peaceably to him, Deut. xxvii. 24. Had he chal- 
lenged him, he had done like a foldier ; but to aflaflinate him, 
was done villanoufly, and like a coward. His words qwere 
Softer than oil, yet were they drawn fwords, Pal. ly. 21. "Vhus 
he bafely flew Amata, chap. xx. 9.. [a.] The doing of it 
was a great affront and injury to David, who was now ja 
treaty with Abner, and Joab knew it. Abner was now ac- 
tually in his matter’s fervice; fo that, through his fide, he 
{truck at David himflf, [5.] It was a preat aggravation .of 
the murder, that he did it in the gate, openly and avowedly, 
aS one that was not afhamed, nor could bluth, The gate was 
the place of judgment, anid the place of concourfe; fo that he 
did it in defiance of juftice, both the juft fentence of the magi- 
{trates, and the juit refentments of the crowd ; as one that nei 
ther feared God, nor regarded man, but thought himfelf aboye 
all controul: and Hebron was a Levites city, and a city of 
refuge. P 

3+ David laid it mightily to heart, and many ways expreffed 
kis deteftation of this execrable villany. 

1, He wathed his hands from the guilt of Abner’s blood. 
Left any thould fufpe& that Joab had fome fecret intimation 
from David to do as he did, and the rather becaufe he went 
fo long unpunifhed, he here folemnly appeals to-God concern- 
ng his innocency: J and my kingdom are guiltle/s (and my 
kingdom is fo, becaufe I am {0): before the Lord for ever, ver. 
28. It is a comfort to be able to fay, when any ill thing is 
done, that we had no hand in it. We have not Shed this blood, 
Deut. xxi. 7. However we may be cenfured or fufpeéted, 
our hearts foall not reproach us. 4 

2dly, He entailed the curfe for it upon Joab and his family: 
ver. 29. Let it reff on the head of Foab; let the blood cry a- 
gainft him, and let divine vengeance follow him. Let the ini-. 
quity be vifited upon his children, and childrens childreh, in 
{ome hereditary difeafe or other. The longer the punifhment 
is delayed, the longer let it laft when it doth come. Let 
his pofterity be ftigmatized, blemifhed with an. iffue, or a le- 
profy, which will hut them out from fociety : let them be beg- 
gars, or cripples, or come to fome untimely end, that it may be 
faid, Here is one of Joab’s race. This intimates, that the 
guilt of blood brings a curfe upon families; if men do not a= | 
venge it, God will, and will lay up the iniquity for the children, 
But, methinks, a refolute punifhment of the murderer himfelf 
would better have become David, than this pafhonate impreca- 
tion of God’s judgments upon his poflerity. , 

3¢ly, He called upon all about him, even Joab himfelf, to Ja- - 
ment the,death of Abner: ver. 31. Rend your clothes, and 
mourn before Abner, i. e. before the hearfe of Abner, as Abra- 
ham is faid to mourn defore his dead, Gen. xxiii, 2,3. and he 
gives a reafon why they fhould attend this funeral with fincere 
and folema mourning, ver. 38. becaufe there is a prince and a 
great man fallen this day in Ifrael. His alliance to Saul, his 
place as general, his intereft, and the: great fervices he had for. 
merly done, were enough to denominate him a prince and a 
great man. When he could not call him a faint and a “good » 
man, he faid nothing of that, but what was true he gave him 
the praife of; though he had been his €nemy, that he was, a 
prince and a great man ; {ach a man fallen in Ifrael, and fallen 
this day, juft when he was a-doing the beft deed he eycr did 
in his life ; this dayy when he was likely ,to be fo ferviceable 
to the public peace and welfare, and could fo ill be, fpared. 

(1.) Let them all lameut it. The humbling change. death 
puts all men under, is to be lamented, efpecially princes and 
great men. “Alas! Alas! (allude Rey. xvii. 10.) How mean, 
how lietle are they made by death, who made’ themfelves the 
terror of the mighty in the land of the living!>But we are e- 
fpecially obliged to lament the fall of ufeful men in the ae 

Li 0 


/ 


_ and wept at the grave, ver. 32. 


‘ 


~ % not for the hold God has of the’ “confciences of bad men, 


not; not as a criminal, a traitor or felon, that forfeits his life 


- of a fudden a facrifice to his ambition and jealoufy ; this ftains 


‘it. Nabal died as he lived, 


world. - cai 
s. He fafted all that day, and would by no means be per- 
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of their ufefulnefs, and when there is moft need’ of them. A. 
r: 


public lofs muft be every man’s grief, for every man fhares in 
it. ‘Thus David took care that honour fhould be done to the 
memory of a man of merit, to animate others, 


(2.) Let Joab, in a particular manner, lament it ; which he 


“has lefs heart, but more reafon, to do than any of theny. If 


he could be brought to do it fincerely, it would be an expref- 
fion. of repentance for his fin in flaying him. If he did it in 
fhew only, as it is likely he did, yet it was a fort of penance 
impofed upon him, and a prefent commutation of the punifh- 
ment. Ifthe do not as yet expiate the murder with his blood, 
let him do fomething towards it with tears. This, perhaps, 
Joab fubmitted to with no great relu€tancy, now he had gained 
his pointe Now he is on the bier, no matter in what pomp 
he lies there. Sit divus, modo non fit vivus- 

4. David himfelf followed the corpfe as chief mourner, and 
made a funeral oration at the grave. He attended the bier, ver. 31- 
Though Abner had been his 

enemy, and might pofhibly have proved no faft friend, yet, be- 
caufe he had been a man of bravery in the field, and might 
have done great fervice in the public counfels at this. critical 
janéture, all former quarrels are forgotten, and David ts a true 
mourner for his fall. What he faid over the grave fetched 
freth floods of tears from the eyes of all that were prefent, 
‘when they thought they had already paid the debt in full: ver. 
33, 34. Died Abner as a fool dieth* (1.) He {peaks as one 
vexed that Abner was fooled out of his life; that fo great a 
man as-he, fo famed for conduét and courage, fhould be im- 
pofed upon by a colour of friendfhip, flain by furprife, and fo 
die’as a fool dies. The wifeft and ftouteft of men have no 
fence again{t treachery. To fee Abner, who thought himfelf 
the main hinge on which the great affairs of Irael turned, fo 
confiderable as himfelf, to be able to turn the f{cale of a trem- 
bling government, his head full of great projects and great pro- 
fpeéts ; to fee him made a fool of by a bafe rival, and falling 


the pride of all glory, and would put one out of conceit with 
worldly granduer: Put not your trufl in princes, Pfal. cxlvi. 
2, 4. and let us therefore make that fure which we cannot be 
fooled out of. A man may have his life, and all that is dear 
to him, taken from him, and not be able to prevent it with all 
his wifdom, care, and integrity; but there is that which no 
thief can break through to fteal. See here how much we are 
beholden to God’s providence, more than to our own pru- 
dence, for the continuance of our lives-and~cemforts. Were 


how foon would the weak and innocent become an_eafy prey 
to the ftrong and mercilefS, and the wifeft die as fools! Or, 
(2.) He fpeaks as one boating that Abner did not fool him- 
felf out of his life: Died Abner as a fool dies? No, he did 


into the hands of public juftice ; his hands were not pinioned, 
or his feet fettered, as thofe of malefaétors are. Abner falls 
not before jult men, by a judicial fentence ; but as a@ man, an 
innocent man falleth Lefore wicked men, thieves and robbers, /o 
felleft thou. Died Abner as Nabal died? So the Seventy read 
like himfelf, like a fot; but Ab- 
ner’s fate was fach as might have been the fate of the wifelt 
and beft man in the world. Abner did not throw away his 
life as Afahel did,.who wilfully run upon the fpear after fair 
warning, but was ftruck by furprife. Note, It isa fad thing 
to die like a fool, as they do that any way fhorten their own 
days, and much more they that make no provifion for another 


foaded to eat any thing till night, ver. 35. ‘This was then 


, 
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ly planted, and a little {hake would overthrow it. 


Chap. Iv. 


the ufage of great mourners, to refrain for the time from bodi 
ly refrethments, as chap. i. 12. 1 Sam. xxxi, 13. How ine 
congruous is it then to turn the houfe of mourning into a houfe 
of fealting ? This refpeét which David paid to Abner was very 
pleafing to the people, and fatisfied them that he was not in 
the leaft acceffory to the murder, -ver. 
folicitous to give all poffible proof of, left Joab’s villany fhould 
have made him odious, as that of Simeon and Levi did Jacoby 
Gen. xxxiv. 30. On this occafion it is faid, that whatever 
the hing did, pleafed all the people. Which {peaks, (1.) His 
good affestion to them. He ftudied to pleafe them in every 
thing, and carefully avoided what might be difobliging. (2.) 
Their good opinion of him. They thought every thing he 
did well done. Such a mutual willingnefs to pleafe, and 
eafinefs to be pleafed, will make every relation comfortable. > 

6. He bewailed it that he could not with fafety do juftice 
on the murderers, ver. 39. He was weak, his kingdom new= 
Joab’s. fa- 
mily had a great intereft, were bold’and daring, and to make 
them his enemies now might be of ill confequence.. Thefe 
Jons of Zerutah were too hard for him, too big for the law to 
take hold of; and therefore, though by man, by the magiltrate, 
the blood of a murderer /hould be fbed, Gen. ix. 6. David 
bears the fword in vain, and contents himfelf, as a, private per- 
fon} to leave them to the judgment of God: The Lord fhall 
reward the doer of evil according to his wickedne/s. Now, this 
is a diminution, (1.) T'o David's greatnefs. He is. anointed 
king, and yet is kept in awe by his own fubjects, and fome: of 
them are too hard for him. Who-would be fond of power, 
when a man may have the name of it, and muft be accountable 
for it, and yet be hampered in the ufe of it? (2.) To David's 
goodnefs. 
with the ifue. Fiat juflitia, ruat calum. If the law had had 
its courfe again{t Joab, perhaps the murder of Ifthbofheth, Am- 


‘non, and others, had been prevented. It was’ carnal’ policy, 


and cruel pity, that {pared Joab. Righteovfnefs {upports. the 
throne, and will never fbake it. Yet it was only a reprieve 
David gave to Joab. On his death-bedhe left'it to Solomoa 
(who could the better wield the fword of juftice, becaufe he 
had no occafion to draw the fword of war) to avenge the 
blood of Abner. Evil purfnes finners, and will overtake them 
at laft. David preferred Abner’s fon Jaafiel, 1 Chron. xxvil. 
or. - ‘ S 


CHAP NES ; 


perfed the reduthon of thofe tribes that were yet in Ifh- 
bofbeth’s interefl ; which way to think it fbould be done, 
he could not tell; but here Providence brings ut about by 
the nxemoval of I/hbofbeth. 
fleay him, and braught his head to David, ver. ¥,—8. 
David, inflead of rewarding them, put them to death for 
what they bad done, ver. 9,—12. Bata 


“4 dead in Hebron, his hands were feeble, 
Saul’s fon had two men that were captains of 


the name of the other Rechab, the fons of Rim- 


36, 37. which he was. 


He ought to have done his duty, and trulted God » 


When Abner was flain, David was at a lofs for a friend to 


ND when Saul’s fon heard that fenibes un | 
and all the Ifraelites were troubled. 2 And: 
bands: the name of the one was Baanah, and 
mon a Beerothite, of the children of Benjamin: | 


(for Beeroth alfo was reckoned to Benjamin; 3 © 
And the Beerothites fled to Gittaim, and were — 


4 


I. Two of bis own fervanis = 
BI. 


fojourners there until this day.) 4 And Jona- _ 


Li 


ay a 


an 


‘ 


? 


\ 
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than, Saul’s fon had a fon that was lame of bis 
feet, and'was five years old when the tidings _ 
came of Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreel, and 
his nurfe took him up, and fled: and it came to 
pafs.as fhe made hafte to flee, that he fell, and 
became lame; and his name was Mephibofh- 
eth. 5 And the fons of Rimmon the Beeroth- 
ite, Rechab and Baanah, went, and came about 
the heat of the day to the houfe.of Ith-bofheth, 
who lay on a bed. at noon. 6 And they came 
thither into the midft of the houfe, as theugl 
they would have fetched wheat; and they 
{mote him under the fifth rid; and Rechab 
and-Baanah his brother efcaped. 7 For when 
they came into the houfe, he lay on his bed in 
his bed-chamber, and they {mote him and flew 
him, and beheaded him, and took his head, and 
gat them away through the plain all night. 8 
And they brought the head of Ifh-bofheth unto 

David to Hebron, and faid to the king, Behold 
the head of Ifh-bofheth the fon of Saul, thine e- 
nemy, which fought thy life; and the Lorp 
hath avenged my lord the king this day of Saul, 
and of his feed. 

.. Here is, t. he weaknefs of Saul’s houfe: ftill it went 
weaker and weaker. (t.) As for Ithbofheth, that was in 
poffeffion of the throne, Ais hands were feeble, ver.1. All the 
{trength they ever had was from Abner’s fupport; and now 
he was dead, he had no’ fpirit left in him. ‘Though Abner 
had ina paflion deferted his intereft, yet he hoped, by his 
means, to have made good terms with David; but now even 


that hope fails him, and he fees himfelf forfaken by his friends, 
and at the mercy of his enemies. 4// the Jfraelites that ad- 


- hered to him were troubled, and at a lofs what to do, whether 


to proceed in their treaty with David, or no. (2.) As for 
Mephibofheth, that, in the right of his father Jonathan, liad a 
prior title, his feet were lame,.and he was unfit for any fervice, 
ver. 4. He was but five years old when his father and grand- 
father were killed. His nurfe hearing of the Philiftines vic- 
tory, was apprehenfive, that, in purfuit of it, they would imme- 
diately fend a party to Saul’s houfe, to cut off all that pertain- 
- ed to that, and would efpecially aim at her young matter, who 
_ was now next heir to the crown. Under the apprehenfion 
of this, fhe fled with the ‘child in her arms, to {ecure it either 
in fome fecret place where he could not be found, or in fome 
' {trong place where he could not be come at; and, making 
more hafte than good fpeed, the fell with the child, and by the 
fall fome bone was broke or put out, and not well fet; fo that 


' he was lame of it-as long as he lived, and unfit either for court 


or camp. See what ill accidents children are liable to in their 


_ Infancy, the effe&t of which may ftick by them, to their great 
" uneafinefs, all their days. Even the children of princes and 


~ and helplefs {tate of infancy, and to own his goodnefs in giv- | 


great men, the children of good men, for fuch a one Jonathan 
was, children that are well tended, and have nurfes of their 
own to take care of them, yet are not always fafe. What rea-_ 
fon have we to be thankful to God for the prefervation of our 
limbs and fenfes to us, through the many perils of the weak 


ing the little ones angels a charge concerning us, to bear us up 
in their arms, out of which there is no danger of falling? Pfal. 
Xci. 12. 


' 


Pie MW 3 Sa oS, 


. as we are told they do in Spain in the heat of fummer. 


- 
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2. The murder of Saul's fon. We are here told, 

1/?, Who were the murderers. Baanah and Rechab, ver. Oy 
3- They were own brothers, as Simeon and Levi, and part- 
tners in iniquity. They were, or had been Ifhbotheth’s own 
fervants, employed under him ; the more bafe and treacherous 
it was in them to do him a mifchief. They were Benjamites, 
of his own tribe. “They were of the city of Beeroth: for= 
fome reafon, which we cannot now account for, cate is here 
taken to let us know in a parenthefis, that that city belonged 
to the lot of Benjamin; fo we find, Joth. xviii. 25.5 but» thar 
the inhabitants, upon fome oecafion or other, perhaps upon the 
death of Saul, retired to-Gittaim, another city which lay not 
far off in the fame tribe, but better fortified by nature, being 
fituate (if we may depend upon Mr Fuller’s map) between the 
two rocks Bozez and Seneh: there the Beerothites were 
when this was written, and probably took root there, and ne- 
ver returned to Beetoth again; which made Beeroth, that 
had_been one of the cities of the Gibeonites, (Jofh. ix. 17.), 
to be forgotten, and Gittaim to be famous long after, as we 


find, Neh. x. 33- , ‘ 


2d/y, How the murder was committed, ver. 5,—7. See | 


here, (1.) The flothfulnefs of Ithbofheth: He /ay upon his bed 
at noon. It doth not appear, that the country was at any time 
of the year fo hot, as to oblige the inhabitants to retire at noon, 
But 
I{hbofheth was a fluggifh man, loved his eafe, and hated bufi- 
nefs; and when he fhould have been, in this critical junure, 
at the head of his forces in the field, or at the head of his 
counfels in a treaty with David, he was lying upon his bed, 


and fleeping.; for his hands were’ feeble, ver. 1, and fo were — . 


his head and heart. When thofe difficulties difanimate US, 
which fhould rather invigorate us, and fharpen our endeavours, 
we betray’ both our crowns and lives. Love ete left thou 
come to poverty and ruin. The idle foul is an eafy prey to the 
deftroyer. (2.) The treachery of Baanah and Rechab. They 
came into the houfe, under pretence of fetching wheat for the 
victualing of their regiments ; and fuch was the plainnefs of 
thofe times, that the king’s corn-chamber, and_ his bed-cham- 
ber, Jay near together ; which gave them an opportunity, when 
they were fetching wheat, to murder him as he lay on the bed. 
We know not when and where death will meet us; nor when 
we lie down to fleep, can we be fare but that we may fleep the 
fleep of death before we wake. Nor do we know from what 
unfufpeéted hand a fatal ftroke may come. 
men, that fhould have protected his life, took it away. 

3dly, The murderers triumph in what they had done. As 
if they had performed fome very glorious ation, and the doing 
of it for David’s advantage was enough not only to juftify it, 
but to fanétify it, they make a prefent of Ithbofheth’s head to 
David, ver. 8. Behold the head of thine enemy, than which 
they thought nothing could be more acceptable to him; yea, 
and they make themfelves inftruments of God’s juftice, mini- 
{ters to bear his {word, though they had no commiffion: The 
Lord hath avenged thee this day of Saul, and of his feed. Not 
that they had any regard either to God, or David’s honour ; 
they aimed at nothing but to make their own fortunes, (as we 
fay), and to get preferment in David’s court: but to _Ingra- 
tiate themfelves with him, they pretend a concern for his life, 
a conviction of his title, and.a zealous defire to fee him in full pof- 
feflion of the throne. Jehu pretended. zeal for the Lord of . 
holts, when an ambition to fet up himfelf and his own family 
was the {pring of his ations. 


94 And David anfwered Rechab and Baa- 


‘nah his brother, the fons of Rimmon the Bee- 


rothite, and faid unto them, 4s the Lorp li- 
Lzi2 veth 


Ifhbofheth’s own ° 


ph 


would be good tidings to David. 
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veth, who hath redeemed my foul out of all ad- 
verfity, 10 When one told me, faying, Behold, 
Saul is dead, (thinking to have brought good 
tidings) 1 took hold of him, and flew him in 
‘Liklag, who thought that I-would have given 
him a reward for his tidings: x1 How much 
more, when wicked men have flain a righteous 
perfon in his own houfe, upon his bed? fhall L 
not therefore now require his blood of your 
hand, and take you away from the-earth? 12 
And David commanded his young men, and 
they flew them, and cut off their hands and 
their feet, and hanged them up over the pool 
in Hebron: but they took the head of Ifh-bo- 
_fiteth, and buried it in the fepulchre of Abner, 
in Hebron. 


We have here juftice done upon the murderers of Ifhbo- 
fheth. ~ ; , 
1. Sentence pafled upon them. There needed no evidence; 
their own tongues witneffed againit them, and were fo far 
from denying the fact, that they gloried in it. David there- 
fore fhews them the heinoufnefs of the crime, and that- blood 

called for blood from his hand, who was now the chief magi- 

ftrate, and was by office the avenger of blood, And, perhaps, 

he was the more vigorous in the profecution, becaufe, for rea- 

fons of ftate, he had fpared Joab. Shall I not require the blood 

of the flain at the hand of the flayers ; and fince they cannot 

make reftitution, take theirs inftead of it? Obferve, (1.) How 

he aggravates the crime, ver. 11. Ifhbofheth was a righteous 
’ perfon, he nad done them no wrong, nor defigned them any : 
as to himfelf, David was fatisfied, that what oppofition he gave 
him, was not from malice, but miftake, from an apprehenfion 
he had of his own title to the crown, and the influence of o- 
thers upon him, who urged him to put in for it. Note, Cha- 
rity teaches us to make the beft, not only of our friends, but 
of our enemies, and to think thofe may be righteous perfons, 
who yet, in fome inftances, do us wrong. _I mutt not prefent- 
ly judge a man an ill man, becaufe 1 think him fo to me. Da- 
vid owns Ifhbofheth an honeft man, though he had created 
him a deal of trouble unjuftly. The manner of it much ag- 
gravated the crime: to flay him in his own houfe, which fhould 
have been his caftle, and upon his bed, when he was in no ca- 
pacity of making any oppofition; this is treacherous and barba- 
rous, and all that is bafe, and that which every man’s heart 
will rife with indignation at the thought of, that is not perfeally 
loft to all honour and humanity. Affaflinating is confefledly 
the moft odious and villanous way of murdering. Curfed is 
he that fmiteth his neighbour fecretly. (2.) He quotes a pre- 
cedent, ver. 10s. He had put him ‘to death, that had brought 
him the tidings of the death of Saul, becaufe he thought it 
Nothing is here faid of that 
Amalekites helping Saul to kill himfelf, only of his bringing 
the tidings of it: by which it fhould feem, that the ftory he 
told was, upon inquiry, found to be falfe, and that he hed a- 
gainft his own head. Now (faith David) did I treat him as 
a criminal, and not a fayourite, (as he expeéted), who brought 
me Saul’s crown and fhall they be held guiltlefs that bring 
me Ifhbofheth’s head? (3.) He ratifies the fentence with an 
oath: ver. 9g. ds the Lord liveth, who hath redeemed my foul 
out of all adverfity. THe expreffeth himfelf thus refolutely to 
prevent the making of any intexceffion for the criminals by 
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resHEN came all the tribes 
i? vid unto Hebron, and fpake faying, Be- 
| hold, we are thy bone and thy flefh. 2 Alfo 


thofe about him ; and thus pioufly to intimate ‘that his depen- 
dence was upon God, for the putting of him in poflefion of 
the promifed throne; and that he would not be beholden to 
any man to help him towards it, by any indirect or unlawful 
practices. God had redeemed dim from all adverfity hitherto, 
helped him over many a, difficulty, and through many a danger, 
and therefore he would depend upon him to crown and coms 
plete his own work. He fpeaks of his redemption from all ad- 
verfity as a thing done, though he had many a ftorm yet be- 
fore him, becaufe he knew, he that had delivered, would” 
deliver. Hereupon he figns a warrant for the execution of 
thefe men, ver. 12. 
ed him a kindnefs in what they did. But, [1.] He would 
thus fhew his deteftation of the villany. When he heard that 
the Lord {mote Nabal, he gave thanks, 1 Sam. xxv. 355 39. for 


Chap. V. 


{his may feem fevere, when they intend- _ 


he is the God to whom vengeance belongeth ; but if wicked men - 


{mite Ithbofheth, they deferve to die for taking God’s work 
out of his hand. [2.] He would thus-fhew his refentment of 
the great affront they put upon’ him, in expeéting that he fhould 
patronize and reward it. "They could fcarce have done him a 
greater injury, than thus to think him altogether fuch a one as 
themfelves ; one that cared not what blood he waded through 
to the crown, BEM; 

2. Execution done. The murderers were put to death ac- 


cording to law, and their hands ahd feet were hung ups not ~ 


| their whole bodies, the law forbade that; but only their hands 
and feet, i terrorem, to frighten others, and to be monuments - 


of David’s juftice ; and make that to be taken notice of, which 
would recommend him to the efteem of the people, as a man. 


- fit to rule, and that aimed not at his own preferment, nor had - 


any enmity to the houfe of Saul, but only and fincerely de- 
figned the public welfare. But what a confufion was this to 
the two murderers! what a horrid difappointment! And fuch. 
they will meet with, who think to ferve the interefts of the Son 
of David by any immoral practices, by war and perfecution, 
fraud and rapine; that, under colour of religion, murder prin- 
ces, break folemn contraéts, lay countries wate, hate their bre- 


thren, and caft them out, and fay, Let the Lord be glorified; 


kill them, and think they do God good Jervice. owever men 
nfay canonize fuch methods of ferving the church, and the Ca- 
tholic caufe,Chrift will let them know, another day, that 
Chriftianity was not intended to deftroy humanity ; and they 
who thus think to merit heaven, /hall not efcape the damnation 
of hell. us 


CHAP. Vz 


How far Abner’s deferting. the houfe of Saul, his murder, 3 


and the murder of Ifbbofbeth, might contribute to the per= — 


feéting of the revolution, and the eablifhment of David 
king over all Ifrael, doth not appears but it fhould feent 
that happy change followed prefently thereupon, which ur 


this chapter we have an account of. Here ww, 1. David a~ » ; 


nointed king by all the tribes, ver. 1 —5: 


_bimfelf mafter of the frong hold of Zion, ver.6,—10- TIL. — 


Building bimfelf a houfe, and firengthening himfelf in bis 
kingdom, vet. 11, 12, : 


a 


IV. His children that were born -— 


Il. Making - 


after this, vet. 13,16. V. His viGfories over ihe Phiw ~ 


Liflines, Ver. 17,—~-25- ‘ 


he 


of Lfrael to Da. 


in time paft, wien Saul was king over us, thou > ~ “ 
waft he that leddeft out and broughteft in H- 


rael: and the Lorp faid ta thee, Thou fhalt feed i 


~~ this long civil war ;, and thou wilt take pity.on us, protect us, 


cs 


— 


; 
3s 


_ my people Iirael and thou fhalt be a captain.o- 


_ Hetenpon he was the third. time anointed king. His advan- | “dians of our city ; and except: thou take thof away, whiclt 
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ces were. gradual, that his faith might be tried, and that he 
might gain experience. And thas his kingdom: typified that 
of the Mefliah, which was to. come to its height by degrees ; 
for cee fee not yet all things put under him, Heb. ii. 8.; but we 
fhall fee it,- 1. Cor. xy, 20s 3 

3. A general aceount of his reign and age. He was thirty: 
years old: when he began to reiga, upon the death of Saul, 
ver. 4. At that age the Levites were at firft appointed to be« 
gin their miniftration;, Numb. iv, 3+. About that age the fon 
of Dayid entered upon his public miniftry, Luke iii,.23. Then. 
men_come to their full maturity of {trength and judgment. He 
reigned in all forty years and fix months, of which feven years 
and a half in Hebron, and thirty-three years in Jerufalem, ver, 
5. Hebron had been famous, Jofh.. xiv. 15.3 1 was.a priefts 
city, but Jerufalem was to be more fo, and. to be the holy. 
city. Great kings affected to.raifz cities of their own, Gen, x, 
11. XXXvl 32,—35. David did fo, and Jerufalem was it ; 
thecity of David. It. is a-name -famous to. the end of the: 
Bible, Rev. xxi. where we read of a new Jerufalem.. 


ver Ifrael. 3 So all the elders of Hfiael came to 
the king to Hebron, and king David madé a 
league with them in Hebron before the Lorn: 
and they anointed David king over Hfracl. 4 
David was thirty years old when he began: to 
reign, and he reigned forty years. 5 In Hebron 
he reigned. over Judah feven years and tix 
months: and in Jerufalem he reigned thirty 
and three years over all Ifrael and Judah, 


Here is, 1. The humble addrefs of all the tribes to. David, 
befeeching him to take upon him the government ; for they 
were now as fheep having no fhepherd, and owning him for 
their king. hough David might by no means approve the 
murder of Ifhbofheth ; yet he might improve the advantages 
he gained thereby, and accept the applications made to him 
thereupon. Judah had fubmitted to David as their king above 
feven years ago; and their eafe and happinefs, under his ad- 
minilfration, encouraged the reft of the tribes to make their 
court to him. What numbers came from ‘each tribe, with 
what zeal and fincerity they came,- and how they were ehter- 
tained for three days at Hebron, when they were all of one 
heart to make David king, we have-a full account, 1 Chron. 
Xl. 23,—40. Here we have only the heads of their addrefs, }- 
containing the grounds they went upon in making David king. 
(1.) Their relation to him was fome inducement: We are thy 
bone and thy flefh, ver. 1. Not only thou art our bone, and 
our flefh, not a ftranger, unqualified by the law to be king, 
Deut. xvii. 15. but we are thine; 7... we know that thou 
confidereft_us as, thy bone and thy flefh, and haft a tender 
concern-for us, as a man has for his own body, which Saul 
and his houfe had not. We are thy bone and thy fief, and 
therefore thou wilt be as glad as we fhall be to put. an end to 


6 {And the king and his men went to. Je-. 
rufalem, unto the Jebufites, the inhabitants of 
the land: which fpake unto David, faying, Ex- 
cept thou take away the blind and’ the lame, 
thou fhalt not come in hither: thinking, Da-. 
vid cannot. come in. hither, 7 Neverthelefs, 
David took the {trong hold of Zion : the fame: 
as the city of David. 8 And David faid on that’ 
day, Whofoever getteth up to the gutter, afd. 
fmiteth the Jebufites, and the lame, and the 
blind, that are hated of David's foul, be /bali 
be chief and captain: wherefore they faid, The 
blind and the lame fhall not come into the houfe. 
9 So. David dwelt in the fort, and called it, The: 
city of David: and David built round. about, . 
from Millo and-inward... 10 And David went 
on, and grew great, and the Lory God of hofts . 
was. with him. 


and do thine utmott for our welfare. Thofe who take Chrift 
for their king, may thus plead with him, We are thy bone and’ 
thy flefh, thon halt made thyfelf in all things Like unto thy. bres 
thren, Heb. ii. 17.3; therefore de thou our ruler, anid let this 
ruin be under thy hand, Ua. iii. 6. (2.) His former good 
fervices to the public were a further inducement: yer, 2, 
When Saul was king, he was but the cypher, thou. waft the 
figure, thou wa/? he that ledde/t out Urael to battle, and broughte/t 
them ¢m in triumph; and therefore who fo fit now to fill the vacant 
throne? He that is faithful in alittle, deferves to.be entrufted 
with more. Former good offices done for us fhould be grate- 
. fully remembered by us, when there is occafion. (3-). The | but the children of Benjaminfaffered the Jebufites to dwelf 
divine appointment ‘and defignation was the greateft induce. | among them, Judg. iv 21.3; and they grew fo upon them, that 
Ment of all: The Lord faid, Thou Soalt feed my people Ifraels | it became a city of Febufites, Judg. xix. 11. Now} the very 
i. e. thou thale rule'them ; for princes are to feed their. people | firft exploit David’ did, after he was anointed king -over ail. 
as fhepherds, in every thing confulting the fubjeéts benefit, Ifrael, was, to gain Jerufalem out of the hand of the Jebufites; 
feeding them, and not fleecing them.. And thou halt be not | which, becaufe it belonged to Benjamin, he could not well aces 
- only a king to. govern in peace, but a captain to prefide in war, tempt, till that tribe, which long adhered: to Savl’s houfe, . 
and be expofed. to all the toils and perils of the camp.. Since | 4-Chron. xii. 29. fubmitted to him. Here we have, 
God hath faid fo, now. at length, when need drives them to _. 1. The Jebufites defiance of David,:and his forces. They 


If Salem, the place which Melchizedeck was King of, was: 
Jeru.alem, (as feems probable from Pfal. Ixxvi. 2.) it was fax 
mous in Abraham’s time ; Jofhua, in his time, found it the. 
chief city of the fouth part of Canaan, Joth. x, 1, 33° It felt 
to Beujamin’s lot, Joth. xviii. 28.5 but joined clofe to Judah’s, . 
Joth. xv. 8... The children of Judah had taken it, Judg.i. 8.5. 


BE its they are perfuaded to fay fo too. . faid, Except thau take away the blind and the lame, thou [eal 


_ 2. The public and folemna inauguration of David, ver. 3. | not come in hither, ver. 6. They fent David this. provoking ° 
A. convention of the ftates was Called, all the elders of Ifrael meffage, becaufe, as it is faid afterwards on another occafion, . 
came to him; the contra& was fettled, the pada conventa they could not believe, that ever an enemy fhould enter into the 
fworn to, and fubfcribed on both fides ; he obliged himfelf to gates of. Fervfalem,. Lam. iv. 12: .'T. hey: confided, . either, | 
proteét them, as their judge in peace, and captain in war; and | (1.) In. the protection of their gods, which David, .in con. - 
they obliged themfelves to obey him; he made a league with tempt, had called the blind and the lame, for they have eyes and * 


them, to which God was'a witnels, it was before the Lord. fee not, feet and walk not; but, fay they, thefe are the guar. 


thous 


_ 


_and his men, judging them an equal match for him. ‘Though 


- thefe images which could not. proteét their worthippers, 
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thou cant never do, thou wilt not come in hither.. Some 
think they were conftellated images of brafs, fet up in the re, 
cefs of the fort, and intrufted with the cuftody of the place. 
‘They called their idols. their Mauzxim, or flrong holds, 
Dan. xi. 38. and as fuch relied on them. The name of the 
Lord is our ftrong tower, and his arm is ftrong, his eye 
‘piercing. Or, (2.) In the ftrength of their fortifications, 
which they thought were made fo impregnable by nature or 
art, or both, that the blind and the lame were fufficient to 
defend them, and make them good againit the moft powerful 
affailant. The firong hold of Zion. they efpecially depended 
.on, as that which could not be forced. Probably, they fet a 
parcel of blind and Jame people, invalids, or maimed foldiers, 
to make their appearance upon the walls, in fcorn of David 


there remains but wounded men among them, yet they fhould 
ferve to beat back the befiegers. Compare Jer. xxxvii. Io. 
Note, The enemies of God’s people are oft very confident of 
their own ftrength, and moft fecure then, when their day to 
fall draws nigh. 

2. David’s fuccefs againit the Jebufites. Their pride and 
4nfolence, inftead of daunting him, animated him, and when 
the made a general affault, he gave this order to his men: fe 
that fmiteth the Febufites, let him alfo throw down into the ditch, 
‘or gutter, the lame and the blind, which are 
to affront us and our God; and, it is probable, had themfelves 
fpoken blafphemous things, and were therefore hated of Da- 


yid’s foul. ‘Thus ver. 8. may be read; we fetch our reading | 


| of Chrift, with whom God’s hand fhould be eftabli/bed, and his 
Jebufites, but nothing of the blind and the lame. The Jebu- | 


‘of it from 1 Chron. xi. 6.; which fpeaks only of fmiting the 


fites had faid, that if thefe images of theirs did not protect 
them, the blind and the lame fbould not come into the houfe, 1. &. 
they would never again truft their palladium, (fo Mr Gregory 
underftands it), nor pay the refpe@ they had paid to their 
images; and Dayid having gained the fort, faid fo too, that 
fhould 
never have any place there more. 


2. His fixing of his royal feat in-Sion. He himfelf dwelt 


4n the fort, (the ftrength whereof, which. had given bim op- | 


pofition, and was a terror to him, now contributed’ to his fafe- 
ty), and he built houfes round about for his attendants and 
guards, 
snward. 
to, grew great in honour, ftrength, and wealth ; more and 


mote honourable in the eyes of his fubjeéts, and formidable in — 


theieyes of his enemies ; for the Lord God of hofts was with 
him. God has all creatures at his command, makes what ufe 
he pleafeth of them, and ferves bis own purpofes by them ; 
and he was'with him, to dire@t, preferve, and 'profper him : 
and thofe that have the Lord of hofts for them, need not fear 
what hoftsof men or devils can do againft them. Thofe who 
grow great muftafcribe it to the prefence of God with them, and 
give him theyglory ef it. The:church is called Sign, and the 
city of the living God. The Jebufites, Chrift’s enemies, muft 
firft be conquered and difpoffeffed,the blind and the lame. taken 
away, and then Chrift divides the fpoil, fets up his throne 
there, and makes it his refidence by the Spirit. 


az § And Hiram king of Tyre fent meflen- 
gers to David, and cedar-trees, and carpenters, 
-and mafons: and they built David an houfe. 
12 And David perceived that the Lorn had 


eftablifhed him king over Ifrael, and that he 


had exalted his kingdom for his people Ifrael’s 
fake. 13 And David took im more concu- 


iy: 8S AM a eee 


fet upon the wall’ | 


ver. 9. from Millo (the town-hall, or ftate-houfe) and | 
He proceeded and profpered in all he fet his hand | 


Chap. Vv. 


bines and wives out of Jerufalem, after he was 
come from Hebron: and there were yet fons 
and daughters born to David. 14 And thefe 
be the names of thofe that were born unto him 
in Jerufalem ; Shammuah, and Shobab, and 
Nathan, and Solomon, 15 [bhar alfo, and E- 
lifhua, and Nepheg, and Japhia, 16 And E- 
lifhama, and Eliada, and Eliphalet. 


Here is, 1. David’s houfe built ; a royal palace, fit for the 
reception of the court he kept, and the court that was made - 
to him, ver. 11. The Jews were hufbandmen and fhepherds, 
and did not much addié themfelves either to merchandife or 
manufaétures ; and therefore Hiram king of Tyre, a wealthy 
prince, when he fent to congratulate David’s acceffion to the 
throne, proffered him workmen to buildhimahoufe. Davidthank- 
fully accepted the proffer, and Hiram’s workmen built David 
a houfeto his mind. Many have excelled in arts and fctences 
that were ffrangers to the covenants of promife;. yet David’s © 
houfe was never the worfe, nor the lefs fit to be dedicated to 
God, for its being built by she fons of the frranger. It 1s pro- 
phefied of the gofpel church, The fons of rangers fall build 
up thy wall, and their kings fhall minifter unto thee, Ifa. Ix. To. 
2. David’s government rooted and built up, ver. 12. (1) 
His kingdom was eftablifhed ; there was nothing to fhake it, 
none to difturb his poffeffion, or queftion his title. He that 
made him king eftablifhed him, becaufe he was to be a type 


¢ 


covenant fland faf, Pfal. \xxxix. 21,—28. Saul was made 
king, but not eftablifhed ; fo Adam ininnocency. ‘David was 
eftablifhed king, fo is the Son of David, and all that through 
him are madé to our God fings and priefis. (2.) It was ex- 
alted in the eyes both of its friends and of-its enemies. 


Never had the nation of Ifrael looked fo great, nor made fuch 


a figure, as it began now to do. Thus it is promifed of 
Chrift, that he fhall be higher than the kings of the earth, 
Pfal. Ixxxix. 24. God has highly exalted him, Phil. ii. 9. 
(3.) David perceived it, by the wonderful concurrence of Pro- 


| vidences to his eftablifhment and advancement: By this I know © 


that thou favoureft me, Pfal. xh. 11. Many have the love 
and favour of God, and do not perceive it, and fo want the 
comfort of it ; but to be exalted to that, and eftablifhed in it, 
and to perceive it, is happinefs enough. (4.) He owned that 
it was for his people Ijrael’s fake, that God had done fuch ~ 
great things for him; that -he might be a blefling to them, and 
they might be happy under his adminiftration. God did not 
make Ifrael his fubje€ts for his fake, that he might be great, 
and rich, and abfolute; but he made him ‘their king for their 
fake, that he might lead, and gutde, and protect them. Kings 
are ‘miniffers of God to their people for good, Rom. xii. 4. 

3.. David’s family multiplied and increafed. All the fons - 
that were born to ‘him after he came to Jerufalem are ‘here 
mentioned together; eleven in all; befides the fix that were 
born to him before in Hebron, chap. iii, 2,—5. ‘There the 
mothers are mentioned, not here; only in general, that he 
took bim more-concubines and wives, ver. 13. Shall we praife 
him for this? We praife him not; we juttify him not; nor | 
can fearce exeufe’him. The ill exemple of the patriarchs » 
might make him think there was ‘no harm in it, and he might 
hope it would {trengthen his interelt by multiplying his allian- 


ces, and increafing the royal family. Happy ts the ‘man that 
has bis quiver full of thefe arrows. But one vine by the fide 


of the hovfe, with the blefling of God, may‘fend boughs to the 
fea, and branches to the rivers. Adam, ‘by one wife, peopled. 
the world; and Nodh repeopled-it. ‘David had many wives, 
ha be : ec eee 

Phan. 


Pa 


Open Ton 


_andéyet that did not keep him from eaveting his neighbour’s 
“wife, and defiling her; for men that have once broke the fence 
will wander endlefsly, Of David’s concubines, fee 2 Sam. 
XV. 16, Xvi, 22. xix, 3. Of his fons, fee 1 Chron, iii. Se 
Suc te | 


~ 17 4 But when the Philiftines heard that 
they had anointed David king of Hrael, all the 
Philiitines came up to feek David; and David 
heard of it, and went down to the hold. 18 
The Philiftines alfo came and fpread themfelves 
in the valley of Rephaim.. 19 And David in- 
quired of the Lorn, faying, Shall 1 go up to 
the Philiftines? wilt thou deliver them into 
mine hand? And the Lorp {aid unto David, 
Go up: for I will doubtlefs deliver the Phili- 
ftines into thine hand. 20 And David came 


to Baal-perazim, and David fmote them there, , 
and faid, The Lorp hath broken forth upon. 


mine enemies before me; as the breach of wa- 
ters. herefore he called the name of that 
place, Baal-perazim. 21 And. there they left 
their images, and David and his men burnt 
them. 22 4 And the Philiftines came up yet 
again, and f{pread themfelves in the. valley of 
Rephaim. 23 And when David inquired of 
the Lorp, he faid, Thou halt not go up: but 
fetch a compafs behind them, and come upon 
them over againft the mulberry-trees, 24 And 
let it be when thou heareft the found of a going 
in the tops of the mulberry-trees, that then thou 
fhalt beftir thyfelf: for then fhall the Lorp go 
out before thee, to fmite the hoft of the Phili- 
ftines. 25 And David did fo, as the Lorp had 
commanded him, and fmote the. Philiftines 
from Geba, until thou come to Gazer, 


The particular fervice which David: was raifed up for, was 
to fave Lfrael out of the hand of the Philipines, chap. ii, 18, 
‘This therefore divine providence, in‘the firft place, gives him 
an opportunity for. ‘I'wo great victories obtained over the 
Philiftines we have here an account of, by which David not 
only balanced the difgrace, and retrieved the lofs Ifrael had 
fuftained in the battle wherein Saul was flain, but went far to- 


wards the total fubduing of thofe vexatious neighbours, the la(t 


remains of the devoted nations. 
1. In both thefe ations the Philiftines were the aggreffors, 
Atirred firft towards their own deftruétion, and pulled it on their 
- own heads. (4.) In the former, they came up to feek David, 
ver. 17. becaufe they heard that he was anointed king over If 
raél. THe that, under Saul, had flain his ten thoufands, what 
would he do when he himfelf came to be king? They there- 
fore thought it was time to look about them, and try to crufh 
_ ~ his government in its infancy, before it was well fettled. Their 
fuccefs againft Saul, fome years ago, perhaps encouraged them 
__ to make this attack upon David ; but they confidered not that 
David had that prefence of God with him, which: Saul had 
forfeited and loft. The kingdom of the Meffiah, as foon as 
ever it was fet up in the world, was thus vigoroufly attacked 
by the powers of darknefs, who.with the combined force, both 
of Jews and Gentiles, made head. againft it: the heathen ram 


/ 


pw. Ms UF 


367 


fd, and the Rings of the earth fet themfelves to oppofe it, but 
all in vain, Pfal. i. 1, €%c. The deftrucion will turn, as this 
here did, upon Satan’s own kingdom.’ They took counfel tex 
gether, but were broken in pieces, Ha. vill.9, 10. (2.). In the 
latter, they came up yet again, hoping to recover what they had 
loft in the former engagement, and their hearts being hardened 
to their deftruétion, ver. 22. (3.) In both they /pread thems 


Selves in the valley of Rephaim, which lay very near Jerufalem ; 


that city they hoped to make themfelves matters of, before Da- 
vid had completed the fortifications of it. Jerufalem, from its 
infancy, has been aimed at, and {truck at, with a particular en- 
mity. Their /preading them/elves, intimates, that they were 
very numerous, and that they made a very formidable appear-- 
ance. We read of the church’s enemies going upon the breadth: 
of the earth, Rev. xx. 9.3 but the further they /pread: them 
Jelves, the fairer mark they are to God’s arrows. 

2. In both, David, though forward enough to go forth a- 
gain{t them ; for as foon as he heard it, he went down to the 
hold, to fecure fome important and°advantageous poft, ver. 14. 
yet he entered not upon action, till he had inguired of the Lord, 
by the breaft-plate of judgment, ver. 19. and again, ver. 233 
His inquiry was twofold. -(1.) Concerning his duty : Shad: 
f go up? Shall I have a commiffion from heaven to engage 
them? One would think he needed. not doubt this. What. 
was he made king for, but to fight the battles of the. 
Lord, and Iftael? But a good man loves to, fee God going 
before him in every ftep he takes. Shall I go up now? It is. 
to be done ; but is it to be done at this time? Zn all thy ways 
acknowledge him. And befides, though the Philiftines were 
public enemies, yet fome of them had been his particular friends 5. 
Achifh had been kind to him in his diftrefs, and had proteéted 
him: Now, faith David, ought not I, in remembrance of that, . 
rather to make peace with them, than to make war with them ?” 
No, faith God, they are Iftael’s enemies, and are doomed to- 
deftruétion, and therefore never feruple it, but goup. (2). 
Concerning his fuccefs. His confcience afked the former 
queltion, Shall J go up? His prudence afked this, Wilt thon: 
deliver them into my hand? Hereby he owns his depend- 
ance on God for vigtory, that he could not conquer them, uns- 


» lefs God delivered them into his hand» and refers himfelf to the 


good pleafure of God, Wilt thou do it ? Yea, faith God, £ will: 
doubtle/s do it. If God fend us, he will'bear-us out, and ftand: 
by us. The affurance God has given! us of victory over our. 

fpiritual enemies, that he will tread Satan under:our feet fhort- 

ly, fhould animate us in our {piritual conflid@s:; We do: not’ 
fight at uncertainty. David-had now a great army at command, . 
and in good heart ;. yet he relied more. on God’s promife, than- 
his own force. 

3. In the former of thefe engagements, David routed the - 
army of the Philiftines: by dint of fword, ver: 20. he J/mote 
them; and when he. had done, (1.) Hé gave his God the - 
glory ; he faid, The Lord hath broken forth upon mine enemies 
before me; I could not have done it, if he had-not*done it be-- 
Sore me; he-opened-the breach, like the breach of waters in a+ 
dam, which, when once opened, grows wider and wider ; the: » 
principal part of the: work. was-God’s doing ; nay,-he did all ; . 
what David did was not worth {peaking of }-and therefore, .. 
Not unto us, but unto the Lord give glory. He hoped like- - 
wife, that this breach, like that of waters, was the plucking up - 
of the fluice, to let in a final defolation upon them ;~4nd, to 
perpetuate the remembrance of it, he called the place Baal- - 
perazim, the mofter of the breaches ; becaufe God having:bro-.. 
Ken in upon their forces, he fod had the-maftery of them... 
Let. pofterity take notice of it to God’s honour. (2:) He 
put their gods to fhame. They brought the images ‘of theite 
gods into the field, as their.prote@tors, in imitation of the If. 

raelites: 
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raelites bringing the ark into ‘their camp: but being put to 
flight, they could*not {tay to carry off their images; for they 
were a burden to the weary beafls, Va. xlvt..1. and therefore 
they left them to fall, with the reft of their baggage, into the 
hands of the conqueror. ‘Their images failed them, and gave 
them no afliflance, and therefore they /eft their imazes to thift 
for themfelves. God can make men fick of thofe things that 


they have been moft fond of; and compel them to defert what - 


they doted upon, and caf? even the idols of filver aud gold to 
the moles, and the bats, Ua, ii. 20, 21. David, and bis men, 
converted to their own ufe the reft of the plunder; but the 
images they burnt, as God had appointed, Deut, vii. 5. Ye 
Shall burn their graven images with fire, in token of your de- 
teftation of idolatry, and eft they fhould be a fnare. Bifhop 
Patrick well obferves here, that when the ark fell into the Phi- 
Jiftines hands, it confumed them; but when thefe images fell 
into the hands of Ifrael, they could not faye themfelves from 
‘being confumed. 

4.In the latter of thefe engagements, God gave David fome 
fenfible tokens of his prefence with him; bid him not fall up- 
on them direétly, as he had done before, but fetch a compa/s 
behind them, ver. 23. 
as Lrael flood fill to fee the falvation of the Lord. (2.) He 
promifeth him to charge the enemy himfelf, by an invifible hoft 
of angels, ver. 24. Thou fhalt hear the found of a going, like 
the-march of an army in the air, upon the tops of the mulberry- 
trees. | Angels tread light, and he that can walk upon the 
clouds, can, when he pleafes, walk on the tops of trees. Or 
{as Bifhop Patrick underftands it) at the head of the mulberry- 
trees, 7. é. of the wood, or hedge-row of thofe trees. 
by that fign, thou fhalt know that she Lord goes oul before thee ; 
though thou fee him not, yet thou fhalt hear him, and faith 
— fhall come and be confirmed by hearing. He goes forth to /mite 

the hoje of the Philiftincs. When David had himfelf {mitten 
, them, ver. 20. she afcribed it to God, The Lord-has broken 
forth upon wine enemies 3 to reward him for which thankful ac- 
knowledgment, the next time God did it himfelf alone, with- 
out putting him to any toil or peril... Thofe that own God 
in what he has done for them, he will do more. “But obferve, 


though God promifed to go before him, and fmite the Philipines, 


yet David, when he heard the found of the going, mult Ze/fir 
himfelf, aod be ready to purfue the vidtory. Note, God’s grace 
muft quicken our endeavours. If God work in us both to 
will and to do, it doth not follow that we mult fit fill, as thofe 
that have nothing to do, but we muft therefore eworf out our 
falvation with all poffible care and diligence, Phil. ii. 12, 13, 
‘The found of the going was, [1.] A fignal to David, when 
to moye : it is comfortable going out when God goes before 
us. And, [2.] Perhaps, it was an alarm to the enemy, and 
“put them into confufion. Hearing the march of an army a- 
gainft their front, they retreated with precipitation, and fell in- 


to David’s army, which Jay behind them in their rear, Thofe 


. whom God fights againft, it is faid, Lev. xxvi. 
of afeaken leaf fhall chafe them. 
. The fuccefs of this is briefly fet down, ver. 25.. David ob- 
. ferved his orders, waited God’s motions, and ftirred then,. but 
not tillthen. ‘Thus he was trained. up in’a dependence on 
God and his providence. God performed his promife,. ewernt 
lefcxe him, and routed all the enemies force, and David failed 
not to improve his advantages; he {mote the Philiftines, even 
io the borders of their, own country. 
the Mefliah was to be fet up, the apoftles that were to beat 
down the devil’s kingdom, muft not attempt any thing till they 
_-received the promife of the Spirit; who came evith a found from 
Leaven, as of a rufbing mighty wind, Aéts ii. 2. which was :ty- 


36. the found 


pified by this found ofthe going on the tops of the mulberry-trees 3 
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(1.) God appoints him to draw back, 


And, . 


When the kingdom of . 


and when they heard that, they muft deffir them/elves, and did 
fo; they went forth conquering and to conquer. ha 
Ee C (He AL Piya: dys be 
The obfcurity of the ark during the reign of Saul, had been as 
great a grievance to Ifrael, as the infults of the Philiffines. 
David having humbled the Pailiflines and mortified them, in 
gratitude for that favour, and in purfuance of his defigns for 
the public welfare, is here bringing up the ark to his own cily, 
that it might be near him, and be an ornament and frength to 
his new foundation. Here is, 1. An attempt to do it, which 
failed and mifcarried. The dofign was well laid, ver. 1, 2« 
But, (1.) They were guilty of an error-in carrying it ina 
cart, ver. 3,5. (2-) They were punifbed for that error, 
by the fudden death of Uzzah, ver. 6, 7. which was a great 
terror to David, ver. 8, 9. and put a flop to his proceedings, 
~ ver. 10, 11. II. The great joy and fatisfattion with. which 
it was at\laft done, ver. 12,—15. And, (1.) The eafine/s 
that was between David and his people, ver. 175—19. (2+) 
The uneafinefs that was between David and his wife upon 
that occafion, ver. 16,—2¢,—23. And when we confider 
that the ark was both the token of God’s prefence, and the type 
of Chrift, we foall fee this ory very inflrudive. 


ws 


Anas David gathered together all the Pi 


4% chofen men of Urael, thirty thoufand. 2 
And David arofe, and went with all the people 
that were with him, from Baale of Judah, to 


bring up from thence the. ark of God, whofe 


name is-called by the. name of the Lorn of 
hofts, that dwelleth between the cherubims. 
3 And they fet the ark of God upon a new cart, 
and brought it out of the houle of Abinadab, 
that was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio the 


fons of Abinadab drave the new cart. 4 And | 


they brought it out of the houfe of Abinadab, 
which was at Gibeah, accompanying the ark 
of God ; and Ahio went before 'the ark. 5 And 
David, and all the houfe of Ifrael, played be- 
fore the Lorp on all manner of inffruments 


made of fir-wood, even on harps, and on pfal- _ 


teries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on 
cymbals. Sali Bats 
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We have not heard a word of the ark, fince it was lodged 


in Kirjath-jearim, immediately after its return out of its Capti- 
vity among the Philiftines, 1 Sam. vii. 1, 2. except that once 
Saul called for it, 1 Sam. xiv. 18. That which, in former 
days, had made fo great a figure, is now thrown afide, as a ne-+. 
glected thing for many years.’ And if now the ark was for fo - 


many years in a houfe, let it not feem ftrange, that we find the ~ ~ 


church fo long in the wildernefs, Rev. xii. 14. Perpetual 
vifibility is no mark of the true church. God j 
fent with the fouls of his people, when they want. the external 
tokens of his prefence. But now David is fettled in the throne, 
the honour of the ark begins to revive, and Sfrael’s care of it 
to flourifh again ; wherein alfo, no doubt, the good people a- 
fe them had been careful, but they lacked opportunity, allude 
Phil. iv. to. rity OAR EL eee ears Bota 


s gtacioufly pre- 


oy 


ay 


1. Here isan honourable mention made of the ark; becaufe ~_ 


it had not been fpoken of a great while. 


_ Now it is fpoken of, \_ 


obferve how it is defcribed, ver. 2. it is the ark of God, whofe 
name is called by the name of the Lord of hofts, that dwelleth be- 
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tween the cherubims: or, at which the name, even the name of 
the Lord of hofs was called upon: or, upon which the name 
of the Lord of hofls was called: or, becaufe of which the name 
is proclaimed, the name of the Lord of hofts,i.e. God was great- 
dy magnified in the miracles done before the ark. Or, the ark 
of God, who is called the name (Lev. xxiv. 11, 16.), the 

"name of the Lord of hofis, fitting on the cherubims upon it. Let 
us learn hencé, (1.)'To think and {peak highly of God. He 
is the name above every name; the Lord of hofts, that has all the 
creatures in heaven and earth at his command, and réceives 
homage from them all, and yet is pleafed to daell betaveen the 
cherubims, over the propitiatory or mercy-feat, gracioufly mani- 
felting himfelf to his people, reconciled in a Mediator, and rea- 
-dy to do them good. (2.) To think and fpeak honoarably 
of holy ordinances, which are to us, as the ark was to Ifrael, 
the tokens of God’s prefence, (Matth. xxviii. 20.) and the 
means of our communion with him, Pfal. xxvii. 4. Leissthe 
honour of the ark, that it is the ark of God ; he is jealous for 
it, is magnified in it, his name is called upon it. ‘The divine 
inftitution putsa beauty and grandeur upon holy ordinances, which 
otherwife have no form nor comelinefs. Chrift is our ark ; in 
and by him God manifefts his favour, and communicates his 
grace to us, and accepts our adorations and addreffes. 

2. Here is an honourable attendance given to the ark, upon 
the removal of it. _ Now at length it is inquired after ; David 
made the motion, 1 Chron. xiii, I, 2, 3. and the heads of the 
congregation agreed to it, ver, 4. All the chofen men of If- 
rael are called together to grace the folemnity, to pay their re- 
{pe&t to the ark, and to teftify their joy in its revival, ‘The 
nobility and gentry, elders and officers came, to the number of 
thirty thoufand, ver. 1. and the generality of the common peo- 
ple befide, x Chron. xiii. 5- for fome think it was done at one 
of the three great feftivals. This would make a noble cayal- 
cade, and would help to poffefs the young people’of the nation, 
who, perhaps, had fcarce heard of the atk, with a mighty ve- 
neration for it ; for this was certainly a treafure of ineftimable 
value, which the king himfelf and all the great men waited up- 
On, and were a guard to, 

_- 3- Here are great expreffions of joy upon the removal of 
the ark, ver. 5. David himfelf, and all that were with him 
that were mufically inclined, made ufe of fuch inftruments as 
they had, to excite and exprefs their rejoicing upon this occa- 
fion, It might well put them into a tranfport of joy, to fee 
the ark rife out of obfcurity, and move towards a public f{tation, 
It is better to have the ark ina houfe than not at all; better 
in a houfe than a captive in Dagon’s temple. But it is very 
defirable to have it in a tent pitched on purpofe for it, where 
the refort to it may be more free and open. AAs fecret worthip, 
‘the more fecret the better ; fo public worfhip, the more public 

_ the better: and we have reafon to rejoice when reftraints are 

taken off, and the ark of God finds welcome in the city of 


David, and has not only the protection and {upport, but the 


‘countenance and encouragement of the civil powers ; for joy 
Of this, they played efore the Lord. Note, Public joy muft 
always be as defore the Lord, with an eye to him, and termi- 
nating in him, and mutt not ‘degenerate into that which is car- 
nal and fenfual. Dr Lightfoot fuppofeth, that, upon this occa- 
_ fion, David penned the 68th pfalm, becaufe it begins with that 
ancient prayer of Mofes at the removing of the ark, Let God 
‘arife, and /et his enemies be Scattered: and notice is taken there, 
ver. 25, of the fingers and players on inflruments that attended, 


-’ and, ver. 27. of the princes of feveral of the tribes 3 and, per- 


haps, thofe words in the lat verfe, O God, thou-art terrible cut 
Ma thy holy places, were added upon occafion of the death of 
Uzzahs; 


_ 4+ Here is an error that they were guilty of in this matter, 


Sever, i. * 
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that they carried the ark in a cart or cartiage, whereas the 
priefts fhould have carried it upon their fhoulders, ver. 3. The 
Kohathites that had had the charge of the ark, had no wag- 
gons afhigned them, becaufe their /ervice was to bear it upon. 
their fhoulders, Numb. vii. g- ‘Phe ark was no fuch heavy 
burden, but that they might, among them, have carried it as 
far as Mount Sion upon their (houlders 3 they need not put it 
in acart like a common thing. It was no excule for them 
that the Philiftines had done fo, and were not punifhed for it; 
they knew no better, nor had they any priefts or Levites with 
them to undertake the carrying of it: better carry it in a cart, 
than that any of Dagon’s priefts thould carry it. Philiftines 
may cart the ark, and not hear of it; but if Ifraelites do, it is 
at their peril. And it mended the matter very little, that is 
was a new cart; old or new, it was not what God had ap- 
pointed. I wonder how fo wife and good a man as David 
was, that converfed fo much with the law of God, came to 
be guilty of fuch an overfight. We will charitably hope, it was 
becaufe he was fo extremely intent upon the fubftance of the 
fervice, that he forgot ta take care of this circunaftance. 


6 §[ And when they came to Nachon’s threfh- 
ing-floor, Uzzah put forth bir band to the ark 
of God, and took hold of it, forthe oxen fhook 
it. .7 And the anger of the Lorp was kindled 
againft Uzzah, and God fmote him there for 
bis error, and there he died by the ark of God. 
§ And David was difpleafed, becaufe the Lorp 
had made a breach upon Uzzah: and he call. 
ed the name of the place, Perez-uzzah unto 
this day. g And David was afraid of the Lorp 
that day, and faid, How fhall the ark of the 
Lorp come to me? 10 So David would not 
remove the ark of the Lorp unto him into the 
city of David: but David carried it afide into 
the houfe of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11 And 
the ark of the Lorn continued in the houfe of 
Obed-edom the Gittite three months: and the 
Lorp bleffed Obed-edom, and all his houfe- 
hold. 


We have here Uzzah ftruck dead for touching the ark, when 
it was upon its journey towards the city of David: A fad pro- 
vidence, which damped their mirth, {topped the progrefs of 
the ark, and for the prefent difperfed this great affembly, 
which was come together to attend it, and fent them home in 
a fright. . 

1. Uzzah’s offence feemed very {mall. He and his brother 
Ahio, the fons of Abinadab, in whofe houfe the ark had long 
been lodged, having been ufed to attend it, to thew their wil- 
lingnefs to prefer the public benefit before their own private ho- 
nour and advantage, undertook to drive the cart in which the 
ark was carried 5 this being, perhaps, the laft fervice they were 
likely to do it, for others would be employed about it, when it 
came to the city of David. Ahio went before to clear the 
way, and, if need were, to Jead the oxen: Uzzah followed 
clofe to the fide of the cart; it happened the owen Shook it, ver. 
6. The critics are not agreed about the fignification of the o- 
riginal word. They fumbled; fo our margin. They kicked; 
fo fome, perhaps again{t the goad, with which Uzzah drove 
them. They fluck in the mire; fo fome. _ By fome accident 
or other, the ark was in danger of being overthrown. Uzzah’ 
thereupon laid hold on it, to fave it from. falling ; we have rea- 
fon to think, with a very good intention, to preferye the repu- 
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tation of the ark, and to prevent an ill omen. Yet this was 
his crime. Uzzah was a Levite, but priefts only might touch 
the ark. The law was exprefs concerning the Kohathites, 
that though they were to carry the ark by the ftaves; yet they 
mull not touch any holy thing, left they die, Numb. iv. 15. and 
Uzzah’s long familiarity with the ark, and the coni{tant attend- 


ance he had given to it, might occafion his prefumption, but 


would not excufe it. 
2. His punifhment for this offence feems very great: ver. 7. 
The anger of the Lord was kindled againft him; for in facted 


things he is a jealous God; and he /mote him there for his rafb- 


nefs, as the word is, and ftruck him dead upon the {pot. There 
he finned, and there he died dy the ark of God; even the mer- 
cy-feat would not fave him. Why was God thus fevere with 
him? (1.) The touching of the ark was forbidden to the Le- 
vites, exprefsly under pain of death; Jeff they die. And God, 
__ by this inftance of feverity, would thew, how he might juftly 
have dealt with our firlt parents, when they had eaten that 
which was forbidden ‘under the fame penalty, /e/? ye dies (2.) 
God faw Uzzah’s heart; and the prefumption and irreverence 
of that. 


acquainted with it. Familiarity, even with that which is moft 
awful, is apt to breed contempt. . (3.) David afterwards own- 
ed that Uzzah died for an error they were all guilty of, which 
was carrying the ark in a cart; becaufe it was not carried on 
the Levites fhoulders, the Lord made that breach upon us, 
1 Chron. xv. 13. But Uzzah was fingled out to be made an 
example, perhaps becaufe he had been moft forward in advi- 


fing that way of conveyance: however, he -had fallen into a- © 


It may be the | 


nother error, which was occafioned by that. 
ark was not covered, as it fhould have been with the covering 
of badgers fltins, Numb. iv. 6.; and that was a further provo- 
eation. (4.) God would hereby {trike an awe upon the thou- 
fands of Ifrael, would convince them, that the ark was never 
the lefs venerable, for its having been fo long in mean circum- 
{tances ; and thus he would teach them to rejoice with trembling, 
and always to treat holy things with reverence and holy fear. 


5.) God would hereby teach us, that a good intention will — 


not juttify a bad action. It will not fuffice to fay of that which 
is ill done, that it was well meant. He will let us know, that 
he can and will fecure his ark, and needs not any man’s fin to 
help him to do it. (6.) If it were fo great a crime for one to 
day hold on the ark of the covenant that had no right to do fo, 


what is it for thofe to lay claim to the privileges of the cove- — 


vant, that come not upto the terms of it? To the wicked God 
faith, What haf? thou to do to take my covenant in thy mowth ? 


Pal. 1. 16. Friend, how came/t thou in hither 2 Yf the ark was - 


fo facred, and not to be touched irrevently, what is the blood 
of the covenant ? Heb. x. 29. | 

3. David’s refentment of this dreadful ftroke was very deep, 
and, perhaps, not altogether as it fhould have been. He fhould 
~ have humbled himfelf under God’s hand, confeffed the error, 
acknowledged God’s righteoufnefs, and deprecated the further 
’ tokens of his difpleafure, and then have gone on with the good 
woik he had in hand. But we find, © 

if, He was difpleafed : it is not faid, becaufe Uzzah had 
affronted God, but becaufe God had made a breach upon Ux- 
.zah, ver. 8. Deavid’s anger was kindled. It is the fame 


word that is ufed for God’s difpleafure, ver. 7. Becaufe God 


was angry; David was angry, and out of humour: As if God | 
might not affert the honour of his ark, and frown upon one — 


Shall \ 


that touched it rudely, without afking David: leave. 
mortal man pretend to be more juft than Gad? arraign his pro- 
eecdings, or charge him with iniquity? David did not now, 


aét like Iumfelf, “ke a man after God’s own heart. Ut is nar: 


/ 


\ 
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Perhaps he affected to fhew, before this great affem- — 
bly, how bold be could make with the ark, having been fo long | 
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for us to be difpleafed at any thing that God doth, how uns 
pleating foever it is to us. The death of Uzzah was indeed 
an eclipfe to the glory of a folemnity, which David valu- 
ed himfelf upon more than any thing elfe, and might give 
birth to fome fpeculations among thofe that were difatfected to 
him, as if God were departing from him too; but, however, 
he ought to have fubfcribed to the righteoufnefs and wifdom of 
God in it, and not to have been difpleafed at it. 
lie under God’s anger, we mult keep under our own. 

2dly, He was afraid, ver. 9. It thould feem, he was a- 


fraid with amazement ; for he faid, How fhall the ark of the 


Lord come to me ? As if God fought advantages again{t all that 
were about him, and was fo extreme tender of his ark, that 
there was no dealing with it; and therefore better for him to. 
keep at a diftance. Qui procyl a Fove, procul a fulmine. He 
fhould rather have faid, Let the ark come to me, and I will 
take warning by this to treat it with more reverence; Provoke 
me not, (faith God, Jer. xxv. 6.), and I will do you no hurt. 
Or this may be looked upon as a good ufe which David made 
of this trernendous judgment. He did not. fay, Sure Uzzah- 
was a finner above all men, becaufe he fuffered fuch things ; 
but is concerned for himfelf, as one confcious, mot only of his 


God’s ‘difpleafure ; God might juftly {trike me dead as he did 
Uzzah: My jfle/h trembles for fear of thee, Pfal. cxix. 120. 
This God intends in his judgments, that others may hear and 
fear. David therefore wail not bring the ark into his own city, 
ver. 10. till he is better prepared for'its reception, 7 
3dly, He took care to perpetuate the remembrance of this 


breach of Uszah, ver. 8. He had been lately triumphing in 


perazim, a place of breaches. But here 1s a breach upon his 
friends. When we fee one breach, we fhould confider, that 
we know not where the next will be. ‘The memorial of this 
ftroke would be a warning to polterity, to take heed of all 


- rafhnefs and irreverence in dealing about holy things ; for God 


will be fanétified in thofe that come nigh unto him. — 
4thly, He lodged the ark in.a good houfe, the 


where this difafter happened. And there,‘(1.) It was kindly 
entertained, and bid welcome, and continued there three months, 
ver. 10, 11. QObed-edom knew what flaughter the ark had 
made among the Philiftines that imprifoned it, and the Beth- 
fhemites that looked into it! He faw Uzzah ftruck dead for 
touching it, and perceived David himfelf was afraid of med- 


and opens his doors to it without fear, knowing it was a_fa- 
vour of death unto death to thofe only that treated it ill. “ O 
“6 the courage (faith Bifhop Hall) of an honeftand faithful heart ; 
“* even his very juftice is lovely.” (2.) It paid well for its. 
entertainment : Lhe Lord bleffed Obed-edom, and all his houfe- 
hold. The fame hand that punifhed Uzzah’s proud. prefump- 
ark unto him a favour of life unto life. Let none think the 
reject it, ‘but fet in oppofition to them the bleflings it brings to. 
families be encouraged to ‘keep up religion in their families, and. 
to ferve God, and the interefts of his kingdom, «with their 
houfes and veftates ; for that is the way to bring’a blefling upon. 
bed-edom was poor, on a fudden, in thefé three months, hi, 


4 


When we — 


own unworthinefs of God’s favour, but his obnoxioufnefs to — 


ftroke by a new name he gave to the place, Perez-uzxzah, the — 


the breach made upon his enemies, and called the place Baal- — 


houfe | if : 


Obed-edom a Levite, which happened to be near the place _ 


dling with it; yet he chearfully invites it to his own houfe,- 


“ nothing can make-God otherwife than amiable to his own: © 


tion, rewarded Obed-edom’s humble boldnefs, and made the / 


worfe of the gofpel, for the judgments infligted on thofe that 


thofe that ‘duly receive it. None ever had or ever fhall have, 
reafon to fay, that it is in-wain to ferve God.  J.et matters of. 


“only 
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all they have. ‘The ark is a guelt which none fhall lofe by, 
that bid it welcome. Jofephus faith, that whereas before @.- 
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eftate increafed, tothe envy of his Aeighbours, Piety is the 
elt friend to profperity. In wifdom’s left hand are riches 
snd honour. His houfehold fhared in the blefling ; it is good 
hying in a family that entertains the ark, for all about it will 
fare the better for it. 

12 4 And’ it was told king David, faying, 
The Loro hath bleffed the houfe of Obed-edom, 
and all that pertaineth unto him, becaufe of the 

_ark-of God. So David went and brought up 
the ark of God from the houfe of Obed-edom, 
into the city of David, with gladnefs. © 13 And 
it was /2, that when they that bare the ark of 
the Lorn, had gone fix paces, he facrificed 
oxen and fatlings. 414 And David danced be- 


fore the Lorp with all is might, and David* 


was girded with a linen ephod. rs So David 
and all the ioufe of Ifrael brought up the ark 
of the Lorp with fhouting, and with thefound 
of the trumpet. 16 And as the ark of the Lorp 
came into the city of David, Michal Saul’s 
daughter looked through a window, and faw 
king David leaping and dancing before the 
Lorp; and fhe defpifed him in her heart. 
17 “ And they brought in the ark of the Lorn, 
and fet it in his place, in the midft of the ta- 
_bernacle that David had pitched for it: and 
David offered burnt-offerings, and peace-offer- 
ings before the Lorp. 18 And as foon as Da- 
vid had made an end of offering burat-offerings 
and peace-offerings, he bleffed the people in the 
name of the Lorp of hofts. 319 And he dealt 
among all the people, even among the whole 
multitude of Hrael, as well to the women as 
-men,.to every one a cake of bread, and a good 
piece of fie/h, and a flagon of wine. fo all the 
people departed every one to his houfe. 


We have here the fecond attempt to bring the ark home to 
the city of David ; and this fucceeded, though the former mif- 
carried. It fhould feem the bleffing with which the houfe of 
Obed-edom was bleffed for the ark’s fake, was a great induce- 
ment to David to bring it forward ; for when that was’ told 
him, ver. 12. he haftened to fetch it to him. For, (1.) It 
~ was an evidence that God was reconciled to them, and his an- 
_ ger was turned away. As David could read God’s frowns 
~ upon them ail in Uzzah’s firoke, fo he could read God’s fa- 
vour to them all in Obed-edom’s profperity ; and if God be 
at peace with them, they can chearfully go on with their de: 
fign. (2.) It was an evidence that the ark was not fuch a 


burdenfome ftone as it was taken to be; but, on the contrary, - 


_ happy was the man that had it near him. © Chrift is indeed a 
Sione of fiumbling, and a rock of offence to them that are difobe- 
dient 3 but to them which believe, he is'a corner-ftone, eleé, pres 
cious, I Pet. it. 6, 7, 8. When David heard that Obed-edom 
__ had fuch joy of the ark, then he would have it to his own 
city. Note, The experience others have had of the gains of 
_ godlinefs, fhould encourage usto be religious. Is the ark a 
blefling to other’s houfes? let us bid it welcome to ours: we 
may have it, and the blefling of it, without fetching it from our 
neighbours. . 
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- the continuance of his favour. 
\ fanatified, beth with praifes and prayers ; for with fuch facri« 
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Let us fee how Dayid mannged the matter now. 

1, He rectified the former error; did not put the ark in a 
cart now, but ordered thofe whofe bufinefs it was, to carry it 
on their fhoulders. This is implied here, ver. 13. and ex- 
prefled, 1 Chron. xy. 15. Then we make a good ufe of the 
Judgments of God, on ourfelyes and others, when-we are a- 
wakened by them to reform and amend whatever has been 
amifs. ; 

2. st their firft {etting out, he offered facrifices to Gody 
ver. 13. by way of atonement for their former errors, and in 
a thankful acknowledgement of the bleffings beftowed on the 
houfe of Obed-edom, ‘Then we are likely to fpeed in eur en- 
terprifes, when we begin with God, and give diligence to make 
our peace with him. When we attend upon God in holy or- 
dinances, our eye mult be to the great facrifice, to which we 
owe it that we are taken into covenant and communion with 
God, Pfal. L. 5. 

3» He himielf attended the folemnity with the higheft ex- 
preflions of joy that could be: ver. 14. He danced before the 
Lord with all bis might; he leaped for joy, as one tranfported 
with the occafion; and the more, becaufe’ of the difappoint- 
ment he met with the laft time, It is a pleafure to a good 
man to fee his errors rectified, and himfelf in_ the way of his 
duty. His dancing, I fuppofe, was not artificial, by any Gers 
tain rule or meafure; nor do we find that any danced with him ¢ 
but it was a natural expreffion of his great joy and exultation 
of mind. He did it with all his might. 
form all our religious fervices, as thofe that are intent upon 
them, and defire to do them in the beft manner. 
might is little enough to be employed in holy duties ; the work 
deferves-it all. 
purple, and put on a plain linen ephod, which was light, and 
convenient for dancing, and was ufed in religious exercifes by 


So we fhould per-_ 
All our’ 


On this occafion David laid afide his imperial - 


‘ 


thofe who were no priefts, for Samuel wore none, 1 Sam. it. | 


18. That great prince thought it no difparagement to him to 
appear in the habit of a minifter to the ark. 

4. All the people’ triumphed in this advancement of the ark : 
ver. 15. They drought it up, into the royal city, qwith /hout 
ing, and with found of trumpet ; fo exptefling their own joy 
in loud acclamations, and giving notice to all about them to 
rejoice with them. The public and free adminiftration of or« 
dinances, ‘not only under the proteétion, but under the {miles 
of the civil powers, is juft matter of rejoicing to any people. ° 

5. The ark was fafely brought to, and honourably depofited 
in the place prepared for it: ver. 17. They fet it in the midf} 
of the tabernacle, ox tent, which David had pitched for it. Not 
the tabernacle which Mofes reared, that was at Gibeon, 2: 
Chron. i. 13.; and we may fuppofe, being made of cloth, in 
fo many hundred years, it was gone to decay, and not fit to 


be removed ; but this was a tent fet up on purpofe to receive — 


the ark. He would not bring it into a private houfe, no not 
his own, left it fhould feem to be too much ingroffed, and 
people’s refort to it, to pray before it, fhould be lefs free ; yet 


he would not build a houfe for it, left that fhould fuperfede _ 


the building of a more ftately temple in due time ; and theres 
fore, for the prefent, a it within curtains, under a ca- 
nopy, in imitation of Motes” tabernacle. As foon as ever it 
was lodged, he offered burni-offerings, and peace-offerings, in 
thankfulnefs to God, that the bufinefs was now done without 


any more errors or breaches ; and in fupplication to God for | 


Note, All our joys muft be 


Jjices God is well 

Pfal. cxxxii. 
6. ‘Tne people were then difimiffed with great fatisfaction. 
He fent them away. (1.) With a gracious prayer: He dief- 
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pleafed. Now it fhould feem he penned 


6 
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5 
fed them in the name of the Lord of hofts, ver. 18. having not 
only a particular intereft in heaven as a prophet, but an autho- 
rity over them as a prince; for the lefs is bleffed of the’ better, 
Heb. vii. 7... He prayed to God to die/s- them, and particular- 
ly to reward them for the honour and refpeét they had now 


fhewed to his ark 3 affuring them they fhould be no lofers by © 


their journey, but the blefling of God, upon their affairs at 
home, would more than bear their charges. He teftified his 
defire of their welfare by this prayer for them, and let them 
know they had a king that loved them. (2.) With a gene- 
rous.treat ; for fo it was rather than a dole. The great men, 
it 1s probable, he entertained at his own houfe ; but to the mul 
titude of D/rael, men and women, (and children, faith Jofephus), 
he dealt to each a cake of bread, (a fpice-cake fo fome); a 
good piece of ficfh; ahandfome, decent piece, fo fome ; a part 
of the peace-offerings, fo Jofephus, that they might fea/? with 
him upon the facrifice; and a flagon, or bottle of wine, ver.19- 
Probably he ordered this provifion to be made for them at 
their refpe@ive quarters. And this he did, [1.] In token of 
his joy and gratitude to God. When the heart is enlarged in 
chearfulnefs, that fhould open the hand in liberality. The feaft 
of Purim was obferved with fending portions one to another, Efth. 
ix. 22. 
mercy in forgiving ; fo they to whom God is bountiful, ought 
to exercife bounty in giving. [2.] To recommend himfelf to 
the people, and confirm his intereft in them ; for every one is 
a friend to him that giveth gifts. They that cared not for his 
prayers, would love him for his generofity ; and this would en- 
courage them to attend him another time, if he faw caufe to 
call them together. 


20 § Then David returned to blefs his haute: 
hold: and Michal the daughter of Saul came 


out to meet David, and faid, How glorious was _ 


the king of Ifrael to-day, who uncovered him- 


_ felf to-day in the eyes of the handmaids of his 


fervants, as one of the vain fellows fhamelefsly 
uncovereth himfelf! 21 And David faid unto 
Michal, Zt was before the Lorp, which chofe 


me before thy father, and before all his houfe, ” 


to appoint me ruler over the people of the Lorp, 
over Ifrael: therefore will I play before the 
Lorp. 22 And I will yet be more vile than 
thus, and will be bafe in mine own fight: and 
of the maid-fervants which thou haft fpoken of, 
of them fhall I be had in honour. 23 There. 


fore Michal the daughter of Saul had no child | 


until the day of her death. 


David having difmiffed the congregation with a blefling, re- 
turned to blefs his houfehold, ver. 20. t. e. to pray with them, 
and for them, and to offer up his family thank{giving for this 
national mercy. Minifters mult not think that their public per- 
formances will excufe them from their, family-worfhip ; but 


when they have, with their inftructions and_ prayers, bleffed 


the folemn affemblies, they muft return in the fame manner 
to blefs the hovfeholds ; for with them they are in a particular 


manner charged. David, though he had prophets, and priefts, / 


and Levites about him, to be his chaplains, yet did not de- 
volve the work upon them, but himfelf bleed his houfebold. 
It is angels work to worfhip God, and therefore, fure, that 
can be no difparagement to the greatelt of men. 
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As they to whom God is merciful, ought to fhew | 


ae 


Never did David return to his houfe with fo much pleafuve 


and fatisfaction as he did now, he had got the ark into his. 


neighbourhood ; and yet, even this joyful day concluded with 
fome uneafinefs, occationed by the pride and peevifhnefs of his 
wife. Even the palaces of princes are not exempt7from do- 
meftic troubles. David had pleafed all the multitude: of Ifrael, 
but Michal was not pleafed with his dancing before the ark ;. 


. for this, when he was at a diftance, fhe fcorned him, and when 


he came home, fhe fcolded him. She was not difpleafed at his. - 


generofity to the people, nor did the grudge the entertainment he 
gave them; but fhe thought he diminifhed himfelf too much in 
dancing before the ark. It was not her covetoufnefs, but her 
pride, that made her fret. : 

1. When fhe faw David in the ftreet dancing before the 
Lord, the defpifed him in her heart, ver. 16.3 fhe thought this 
mighty zeal of his for the ark of God, and the tranfport of 
joy he was in, upon its coming home to him, was but a foolith. 
thing, and unbecoming {o great a foldier, and ftatefman, and 
monarch, as he was. It had been enough for him to encou~ 
rage the devotion of others; but fhe looked upon it as ‘a thing’ 
below him, to appear fo very devout himfelf: What a fool: 
(thinks fhe) doth my hufband make of himfelf now! How 
fond is he of this ark, that might as well have lain ftill where 


it has lain for fo many years! Much devotion has almoft made _ 
him mad. Note, The exercifes of religion appear very mean in 


the eyes of thofe that have little or no religion themfelves. 
2. When he came home, in as good a humour as could be, 


fhe fell foul upon him, was fo full of difdain and indignation, 


that fhe could not contain till fhe had him in private, but went - 
out to meet him-with her reproaches. Vee 

Obferve, 1/2, How fhe taunted him, ver. 20. 
rious was the king of Ifrael to-day! What a figure didft thow 
make to-day in the midft of the mob; how unbecoming thy 
poft and charaéter! Her contempt of him and his devotion 
began in the heart ; but out of the abundance of that the mouth: 
fpake. That which difpleafed her was his affection to the 


How glo- — 


ark, which -fhe could wifh he had no greater kindnefs for than ~ 


fhe had: but fhe bafely reprefents his carriage in dancing be- - 


fore the ark, as lewd and immodeft ; and while really the was. 
difpleafed at it, as a diminution to his honour, fhe pretended: 
to diflike it, as a reproach to his virtue, that he uncovered him- 
Jelf inthe eyes of the maid-fervants, fo as no man would have 


done, but, one of the vain fellows, that cares not how much he i 


fhames himfelf. We have no reafon to think that this was true 
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in fact; David, no doubt, obferved a decorum, and governed ) 


his zeal with difcretion : but it is common for thofe that re- 
proach religion, thus to put falfe colours upon it, and lay it 


under the moft odious charaéters. To have abufed any man, 


_on this fafhion, for his pious zeal, had been very profane ; but 


to abufe her awn hufband thus, whom fhe ought to reverence, 


and one whofe prudence and virtue were above the reach of — 


malice itfelf to blemifh ; one who had fhewed fuch an affec- 


tion for her, that he would not accept a crown unlefs he might 


have her reftored to him, chap. iii. 13.; was a moft bafe and 


wicked thing, and fhewed her to have more of Saul’s daugh- 
ter in her than of David’s wife, or Jonathan’s fifter.. 


2dly, How he replied to her reproach. He doth not up- . 
braid her with her treacherous departure from him to embrace | 


the bofom of a ftranger. He had forgiven that, and there- 


4 


fore had forgotten it, though it may be his own confcience on ~ 


this occafion upbraided him, with his folly in, receiving her a-— i 


gain, for that is faid to pollute the land, Jer. iii. 1.3 -but he” 


juftifies himfelf in what he did. die , a 
(1-) He defigned thereby to honour God: yer. 21. J¢ was, 


before the Lord, and with an eye to him. Whatever invidious 
conftruction the was pleafed to put upon it, he had the tefti. 
| mie Cate: | 


» 


x 


© 


ay 


~ mony of his confcience for him, 


_ Still the ark 7s 
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that he fincerely aimed at the 
glory of God, for whom he thought he could never do enough, 
Here he minds her indeed of the fetting afide of Aer father’s 
houfe, to make way for him to the. throne, that fhe might not 
think herfelf the moft proper judge of decency: God chofe me 
before thy father, and appointed me to be ruler over Lfrael, and 
now | am the fountain of honour; and if the expreflions of a 
warm devotion to God were looked upon as mean and unfa- 
fhionable in thy father’s court, yet J will play before the Lord, 
and thereby bring them into reputation again. And if this be 
to be vile, ver. 22. J will be yet more vik. Note, [1.] We 
fhould be afraid of cenfuring the devotion of others, though it 
may not agree with our fentiments ; becaufe, for ought we 
know, the heart may be upright in it: and who are we that 
we fhould defpife thofe whom God has accepted ? [2.] If we 
can approve ourfelves to God-in what we do in religion, and 
do it as before the Lord, we need nat value the cenfures and 
teproaches of men. If we appear right in God’s eyes, no 
matier how mean we appear in the eyes of the world. [3.} 
The more we are vilified for well-doing, the more refolute we 
fhould be in it, and hold our religion the fafter, and bind it the 
clofer to us, for the endeavours of Satan’s agents to fhake us, 
and to fhame us out of it. J qwill be yet more vile, 
_ (2.) He defigned thereby to humble himfelf: 7 wi// Je bafe 
‘in mine own fight, and will think nothing too mean to ftoop to 
for the honour of God. In the throne of judgment, and in 
the field of battle, none thall do more to fupport the grandeur 
and authority of a prince than David fhall 
_ Votion he lays afide’ the thoughts of majefty, humbles himfelf 
to the duft before the Lord, joins in with the meanett fervices 
done in honour of the ark, and yet thinks it no diminution to 
him. The greateft of men is Jefs than the leaft of the ordi- 
nances of Jefus Chrift. 

(3-) He doubted not but even this would turn to his repu- 
tation among thofe whofe reproach the feared : Of the maid. 
Jervants foall I be had in honour. The common people would 
be fo far from thinking the worfe of him for thefe pious con- 
defcenfions, that they would efteem and honour him fo much 
the more. Thofe that are truly pious, are fometimes manifeft- 
ed in the conftiences, even of thofe that fpeak ill of them, 2 Cor. 
v. 11. Let us never be driven from our duty by the fear of 
reproach ; for to be fteady and refolute in it, will, perhaps, turn 
to our reputation more than we think it will. Piety will have 
its praife; let us not then be indifferent in it, nor afraid or a- 
fhamed to own it. 

David was contented thus to jultify himfelf, and did not a- 

; ay further animadvert upon Michal’s infolence; but God pu- 

_nifhed her for it, writing her for ever chi/die/s from this time 
forward, ver. 23. She unjuftly reproached David for his de- 
votion, and therefore God juffly pat her under the perpetual 

“reproach of barrennefs. They that honour God, he will honour; 
but thofe that dé/pife him, and his fervants and fervice, Soall be 
lightly eftecmed. m 


SORA Py VEE. 

David's care, as well as his joy. In this 
chapter we have, 1. Ais confultation with Nathan about 
building a houfe for it; be fignifies his purpofe to do it, ver. 

“1, 2,3 and Nathan approves his purpofe, ver. 30 Thy His 
communion with God about it.’ fr) A gracious meffage 
God fent him about it, accepting his purpcfe, countermand- 

ing the performance, and promifing an entail of blefings 

- upon his family, ver. 4,—17. (2.) 4 very humble pray- 
er which David offered up to God, in return to that gra- 

| cious meffage; thankfully accepting Gods promifes to him, 

and earnefily praying for the performance of them, vet. 
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18,—29.; and in both thefe there ian eye to the Meffiah, 
and bis kingdom, 3 


& ND it came to pafs, when the king fat in 
A his houfe, and the Lorp had given him 
reft round about from all his enemies 3° 2. That 
the king faid unto Nathan the prophet, See 
now, I dwell in an houfe of cedar, but the ark 
of God dwelleth within curtains. 3 And Na- 
than faid to the king, Go, do all that zr in thiné 
heart: for the Lorv zs with thee, 


Here is, 1. David at reft.. He fat in his houfe, ver. 1. quiet 
and undifturbed, having no occafion to’ take the field: The 
_ Lord had given him ref round about, from all thofe that were 
enemies to his fettlement in the throne, and he fets himfelf to 
enjoy that reft; though-he was a man of war, he was for peace, 
Pfal. cxx. 7. and did not delight in-war. He had not been 
long at reft, nor was it long before he was again engaged in 
‘war: but at prefent he enjoyed a calm; and he was in his e. 
Jement when he was-fitting in: his. houfe, meditating in the law 
of God. . 

2. David’s thought of building a temple for the honour of 
God, ‘\He had built a palace for himfelf, and a city for-his 
fervants, and’ now he thinks of building a habitation for the. 
ark. (1.) Thus. he would make a grateful return for ‘the ho-- 
nours God had put upon him. Note, When God, in_ his pro-. 
vidence, has remarkably done much for us, it fhould put us up. . 
on contriving what we may do for him and his glory. What 

Shall I render unto the Lord!'(2.) Thus he would improve the 
prefent calm, and make a good ufe of the reft God had given. 
him. — Now he was not called out to. ferve God and Ifrael in 
the high places of the field, he would employ his thoughts, and 
time, and eftate, in ferving him another way,, and not indulge 
himfelf in eafe, much lefs in luxury. When God, in his pro- 
vidence, gives us reft, and finds us little to do of worldly bafi- 
nefs, we muft do fo much the'more for God and our fouls. 
How different were the thoughts of David, when he fat in his. 
palace, from Nebuchadnezzar’s, when he qwalbed in his ? Dan.” 
iv. 29. That proud man thought. of nothing, but the might 
of his own power, and the honour of his own majelty ; this. 
humble foul is full of contrivance how. to glorify God, and: 
give honour to him; and how God iefifted the proud, and 
gave grace and glory to the humble, the event fhewed. David. 
confidered, ver. 2. the f{tatelinefs of his own habitation, J dwelf 
in a houje of cedar; and compared with that the meannefs of - 
the habitation of the ark, that dwells within curtains, and 
thought this. incongruous, that he fhould dwell in a palace, and’ 
the ark ina tent. David had been uneafy till he Sound out a. 
place for the ark, Pfal. cxxxii. 4, 5.3.and now. he is uneafy. 
till he finds out a better place. Gracious grateful fouls, [12] 
Never think they can do enough for God, but when they have 
done much, are ftill projecting to do more, and devifing liberal. 
things. [2.] They cannot enjoy their own accommodations, 
while they fee the church. of God. in diftrefs, and under a. 
cloud. David can take little pleafuxe in a houfe of cedar for 
himfelf, unlefs the ark have one. Thofe who. Stretched them- 
Selves upon beds of ivory, and were not grieved for the affliction. 
of Fofeph, though they had David's mafic, had not David’s. 
{pirit, Amos vi. 4, 6.3 nor they who dwelt in their ceiled- hou- 
Jes, while God’s houfe day. wafle, Hag. i. 4. 

3- His communicating this thought tg Nathan the prophet. 
He told him, as a friend and confident whom. he tifed to ad- 
vifé with. Could not David have gone .about it himfelf? 
Was it not a good work? Was. not. he himfelf a prophet 2. 
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Yes; but in multitude of counfellors there is fafety, David told 
him, that by him he might know the mind of God, It was 
certainly a good work, but/it was uncertain whether it was the 
will of God that David fhould have the doing of it. 

4. Nathan’s approbation of it: Go, do all that is in thine 
heart: for the Lord is with thee, ver. 3. We do not find that 
‘David told him he propofed to build a temple, only that it was 
a trouble to him there was not one built; from which Nathan 
eafily gathered what was in his heart, and bid him go-on and 
profper. Note, We ought to do all we can to encourage and 
promote the good purpofes and defigns of others, and put in a 
eood word as we have opportunity, to forward a good work, 
Nathan fpoke this, not in God’s name, but as from himfelf ; 
not as a prophet, but as a wife ard good man. It was agree- 
able to the revealed ‘will of God, which requires that all in 
their places fhould lay out themfelves for the advancement of 
religion, and the fervice of God; though, it feems, the fecret 
will was otherwife, that David fhould not do this. It was 
Chrift’s prerogative always to {peak the mind of God, which 
he perfectly knew ; other prophets fpake it.only when the fpi- 
rit of prophecy was upon them ; but; if in any thing they mil 

- took, as Samuel, 1 Sam. xvi. 6. and Nathan here, ‘God foon 
rectified the miftake. 

4 4 And it came to pafs that night, that the 
word of the Lorp came unto Nathan, faying, 
5 Go and tell my fervant David, Thus faith the 
Lorp, Shalt thou build me an houfe for me to 

‘dwell in? 6 Whereas I have not dwelt in any 
houfe, fince the time that I brought up the 
children of Ifrael out of Egypt, even to this 


day, but have walked in a tent and in a taber-_ 


nacle.’ 7 In all the places wherein I have walk- 
ed with all the children of Ifrael, fpake Ia word 


with any of the tribes of Ifracl, whom I com- | 


manded to feed my people Ifrael, faying, Why 
build ye not me an houfe of cedar? 8 Now 
therefore, fo {halt thou fay unto my fervant Da- 
vid, Thus faith the Lorp of hofts, I took thee 
from the fheep-cote, from following the fheep, 
to be ruler over my people, over Ifrael. g And 
I was with thee whitherfoever thou wenteft, 
and have cut off all thine enemies out of thy 
fight, and have made thee a great name, like 
~-anto the name of the great men that are in the 
earth. 10 (Moreover, I will appoint a place 
for my people Ifrael, and will plant them, that 
they may dwell in a place of their own, and 
move tio more: neither fhall.the children of 
wickednefs afflict them any more, as before- 
time. 11 And as fince the time that { command- 
_ ed judges to be over my people Ifrael, and have 
caufed thee to reft from all thine enemies.) 
Alfo the Lorp telleth thee, that he will make 
thee an houfe.. 12 4 And when thy days be 
fulfilled, and thou fhalt fleep with thy fa- 
thers, 1 will fet up- thy feed atter thee, which 
fhall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will 


eflablith his kingdom. 413 He fhall build an- 


i Se ae eee 


Chap. VIL 
houfe for my name, and I will eftablith the - 
throne of his kingdom forever. 141 will be 
his father, and he fhall be my fon: if he com- 
mit iniquity, I will chaften him with the rod. of 
men, and with the ftripes of the children of 
men: 15 But my mercy fhall not depart away 
from him, as I took t from Saul, whom I put a+ 
way before thee. 16 And thine houfe, and thy 
kingdom {hall be eftablifhed for ever. 17 Ac- 
cording to all thefe words, and aecording to all 
this vifion, fo did Nathan {peak unto David. 

We have here a full revelation of God’s favour to David 
and the kind intentions of that favours. the notices and aflu- 
rances of which God fent him by Nathan the prophet, whom 
he intrufted to deliver this long meffage to him. The defign 


of it is, to take him off from his purpofe of building the temple ; 
and was therefore fent, (1-) By the fame hand that had given 


him encouragement to do it; lett, if it had been fent by any o- — ~ 


ther, Nathan fhould have been defpifed and infulted over, and 
David fhould have been perplexed, being encouraged by one 
prophet, and difcouraged by another. (2.) The fame night,-, 
that Nathan might not continue long in an error, nor David 
have his head any further filled with thoughts of that which 
he mutt never bring to pafs. God might have faid this to 
David himfelf immediately, but he chofe to fend it by Nathan, - 
to fupport the honour of his prophets, and to preferve in David 
a regard to them: though he be the head, they muft be the 
eyes, by whom he mutt /ee the vifions of the Almighty; and the 


tongue, by which he mult Acar the word of God. He that 


delivered this long meffage to Nathan, affifted his memory to 


retain it, that he might deliver it fully, (he being refolved to _ ' 


deliver it faithfully), as he received it of the Lord. 
Now, in this meflage, > oy Minty a 
1- David’s purpofe to build God a houfe is fuperfeded, God» 
took notice of that purpofe ; for he knows what 1s in man sand 


he was well pleafed with it, as appears 1 Kings vii. 18. 


Thou didff well that it was in thine heart; yet he forbade ‘him 
to go on with his purpofe, ver. 5. Shalt thou build me an houfe ? 
No, thou /ba/t not, as it is explained in the parellel place, 1 
Chron. xvii. 4. There is other work appointed for thee to do, 
which muft be done firft. David is-a man of war, and he 
mutt enlarge the borders of Tfrael, by carrying on their con- 


quefts. David is a fweet pfalmift, and he muft prepare pfalms 


for the ufe of the temple when built, and fettle the courfes of 
the Levites: buc for building the houfe, his fon’s genius will 
lie more that way, and he will have a better treafure to bear the 
charge of it, and therefore let it be referved for him. to do, 


/ 


As everyman hath received the gift fo let him minifter. Aa: 


The building of a temple was to be a work of time, and 
preparation made for it: but it was a thing that had never 
been. fpoken of till now. God tells him, (1.) That hitherto 
he never had had a houfe built for him, ver. 6. a tabernacle 


had ferved hitherto, and it might ferve a while longer. God — i 


matters not outward pomp in his fervice; his prefence was as 
farely with his people when the ark was in a tent, as when it « 


was inatemple. David was uneafy that the ark was 27 curs 


tains, a mean and moveable habitation, but God never complained _ 


of it as any uneatinefs to him. He did not dwell, but walk, and — 
yet fainted not, nor was weary. Chrift, like the ark, when | 
here on earth, walked in a tent and tabernacle, for he went a~ 


bout doing good; and dwelt not in any houfe of his own, till 
he afcended on high, to the manfions above, in his Father’s _ 


houfe, and there he fat down. The church, like the ark, in” — 


* 
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* requital, God Promifeth to build him 


“any of the feeptres 


~ that God was not indebted to him for 


* tion of forefeeing peace upon Ifrael, 


 vael, I will caufe 
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this world, is ambulatory, dwells ina tent, becaule jts prefent 
fate is both paftoral and military, its continuing city is to.come. 
David, in his pfalms, oft calls the tabernacle a temple,.as Pfal. 
Vs Js XXMil. 4. xxix. 9. Ixv. g..cxxxviii, 2. becanle it anfwered 
the intention of a temple, though it was made but of curtains. 
Wife and good men value? not the fhew, while they have the 
fubitance. David, perhaps, had more true devotion, and 
f{weeter communion with God, in a houfe of curtains, thin a 
ny of his fucceffors in the houfe of cedar. (2.) That he had 
never given any orders or direétions, or the lea{t intimation, to 
of Ijrael, i. e. to any of the judges, 1 Chr. 
xvi. 6. (for rulers are called Sceptres, Ezek. xix. 14. the 
great ruler is called fo, Numb. xxiv. 17.), concerning the 
building of the temple, ver. 7+ That worthip only is accept- 
kble which is inftituted ; why fhould David therefore defizn 
what God never ordained? Jet him wait for a Warrant, and 
then let him doit. Better a tent of God’s appointing, than a 
temple of his own inventing. 

2. David is minded of the great things God had done for 
him, to let him know that he was a favourite of Heaven, tho’ 
he bad not the favour to be employed in his fervice: as alfo 
his good intentions; but 
whatever che did for God’s honour, God was beforehand with 
him, ver. 8,9. (1.) He had taifed him froma very mean 
and low condition: took Aim from the Jheep-cote. Iris good 
for thofe who are come to great preferment, to be often mind- 
ed of their {mall beginnings, that they may always be humble 
and thankful. 2.) He had given him fuccels and victory over 
his enemies: ver. 9. J was with thee witherfoever thou wenteff, 


toprotect thee when purfued, to profper thee when purfuing; Jbave 


cut off all thine enemies, that {tood in the way of thine advance- 
ment and fettlement. (3.) He had crowned him not only with 
* power and dominion in Ifrael, but with honour and reputation a- 
mong the nations about, 
become famous for his 


courage, conduct, and great atchieve- 


ments, and was more talked of than any of the great men of his _ 


day. A great name is what they who have, have great reafon 
to be thankful for and may improve to good purpofes ; but what 
they that have not, have no reafon to be ambitious of: a good 
name is more defirable. A man may pafs through the world 
very obicurely, and yet very comfortably. _ 

3- A happy eftablifhment is promifed to God’s Ifrael, ver. 
TO, 11. This comes in ina parenthefis, before the promifes 
made to David himfelf, to let him underftand, that what God 
defigned to do for him, wag for Ifrael’s fake, that they might 
be happy under his adminiftration, and to give him the fatisfac- 
when it was promifed him 

that he fhould ee his children’s children, Pfal. cxxviii. 6. A 
~ good king cannot think himfelf happy unlefs his kingdom be 
fo. The promifes that follow, relate to his family and pofte- 
rity; thefe therefore, which {peak of the fettlement of Irael, 
‘intend the happinefs of his own reign. T'wo things aré pro- 
mifed. (2.) A quiet place : J evil appoint a place for my ped- 
ple Lfrael. Tt was appointed long ago, yet they were difap- 


pointed, but now that appointment fhould be made good. Ca- “ 


naan fhould be clearly their own, without any ejection or mo- 
leflation. . (2.) A quiet enjoyment of that place: The children 
of wickednefs, meaning, efpecially, the Philiftines, who. had 
Been fo long a plague to them, /ha/l not affiét them any more: 
but, asin the time that I caufed judges to be aver my people ITf/- 
thee to reff Jrom all thine enemies, fo ver. tt. 
may be.read; 7, e. I will continue and complete that. ref}; the 
land fhall reft from: war, as it did under the judges. i 
4. Bleflings are entailed upon the family and pofterity..0 
David. David had purpofed to build God a houfe, and, in ’ 
a houfe, ver. 11... What- 
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1 have made thee a great name. Fle was | 


_ all power, both in heaven. and 


bs 


ever we do for God, or fincérely defign to do, though Proviz 
dence prevents our doing it, we Shall in no wife lofe our reward, 
He had promifed to make him’ a naine, ver. 9. here he promif= 
eth to make him a houfe, which fhould bear up that name. It 
would be a great fatisfaction to David, while he lived, to have 
the inviolable affurance: of a divine promife, that his family 
fhould flourifh when he is gone. Next to the happinef of our 
fouls, and the church of God, we would defire the happinefs 
of our feed, that thofe who come of us, may be praifing God. 
on earth, when we are praifing him in heaven. 

iff, Some of thefe promifes relate to Solomon, his immedi- 
ate fucceflor, and to the royal line of Judah. © (1.}, That God 
would advance him‘ to the throne. Thofe words, when ‘thy 
days be fulfilled, and thou Shalt fleep with thy fathers, intimate,. 


that David himfelf thould come to his grave in peace; and then 


J will fet up thy feed. ‘This favour was fo much the greater, 
becaufe it was more than God had done for Mofes, or. Jofhua, 
‘or any of the judges, whom he called to feed his people. Da- 
vid’s government vas the firft that was entailed ; for the pro- 
mife made to Chnilt, of the kingdom, was to reach to his fpi- 
ritual feed ; Sf children, then beirs. (2.)~That he would fettle: 
him in the throne: J qi] flablifh his kingdom, ver. 12. the 
throne of his kingdom, ver. 13. His title fhall-be clear and un- 
contefted,. his intereft confirmed, and his admini(trition fteady.._ 
(3-) That he would employ him in that good work of build. 
ing the temple, which David had only the fatisfa@tion of de- 
figning: He /ball build an houfe for my name, ver. b3s,. The 
work fhall be dane, though David fhall not have the doing of 
it. (4.) That he would take him into the covenant of adop~ - 
tion: ver. £4, 15. J will be his father; and he Joall be my: fon. 
We need no more to make us and ours happy, but to have: 
God to be a father to us and them: and all thofe to whom» 
God is a father, he doth, by his grace, make his fons, by giv- 
ing them the difpofition of children. If he be a careful, ten- 
der, bountiful father to us, we mult be obedient, tratable, du-- 
tiful children to him. The promife here fpeaks as unto Janse 
[1.] That his father would correét him, when there was oc- 
cafion ; for chat Jon is he whom the Sather chafleneth not? Af» 
flictions are an article of the covenant, and are not only con-. 
fiftent with, but flow from God’s fatherly love. Lf he commit: 
iniquity, as it proved he did, (1 Kings xi..1.), J ewil/ chafien: 
him, to bring him to repentance, but it fhall be with the rod of 
men ; fach a rod as men may wield, and not plead again? him: 
with the great power of a God, Job xxiii. 6. or rather, fach a 
rod as men may bear. I will confider his. frame, and cotreé&: 
him with all pofhible tendernefs and compaffion, when there is 
need, and no more than there is need ;. it. thall be with she- 
Jiripes, the touches (fo the word is) of the children of men ; not: 
a ftroke, or wound, but a gentle touch, [2.] That yet he 
would not difinherit him’: ver. 15. My mercy (and.that is the: 
inheritance of fons) /hall not depart from him. "The revolt of 
the ten tribes. from the houfe of David, was their corre&ion 
for iniquity ; but the conftant adherence of the other two to» 
that family, which was a competent fupport of the royal digni- 
ty, perpetuated the mercy of God to:the feed of David,. ac-- 
cording to this promife ;. though that family: was cut fhort, yet. 
it was not cut off, as the houfe of Saul was. Never any o- 
ther family fwayed the feeptre of Judah, but thar of David on~ 
ly. This is that covenant of royalty celebrated, Pfal. Ixxxix.. 


_ 3, Sc. as typical of the covenant of redémption and grace... - 


2dly, Others of them relate to Chrift,, who is often calledi 
David, and the Jon of David; that. fon of David to whom 
thefe promifes pointed, and in whom they had their full ag 
comphihment. He was of the feed of David, A@s xiii. 23; 
To him God gave the throne of his father David, Luke i. fs Bey 
in earth,, and authority to exe-- 

cute. 


£ 
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cute judgment. He was to build the gofpel-temple, @ hou/e 
for God's name, Zech. vi. 12, 13. That promife, 7 will be 
his father, and he fhall be my fon, is exprefsly applied to Chrift, 
by the apoftle, Heb. i. 5. But the eftablifhing of his -houfe, 
and his throne, and his éingdom for ever, ver. 13. and. again, 
and a third time, ver. 16. for ever, can be applied to no other 
but Chrift and his kingdom. 
Jong fince come to an end; it is only the Mefliah’s kingdom 
that is everlafting, and of the increafe of his government and 
peace there fball be no end. ‘The fuppofition of committing ini- 
quity, cannot indeed be applied to the Mefliah himfelf, but it 
is applicable (and very comfortably) to his fpiritual feed. 
True believers have their infirmities, for which they may ex- 
pect to be corrected, but they fhall not be catt off. Every 
tranfgreflion in the covenant will not throw us out of cove- 
Nafit... <4 

Now, (1.) This meflage Nathan faithfully delivered to Da- 
vid, ver. 17. though, in forbidding him to build the temple, 
he contradiéted his own words, yet he was not backward to do 
it, when he was better informed concerning the mind of God. 
(2.) Thefe promifes- God faithfully performed to David, and 
his feed, in'due time. Though David came fhort of making 
good his purpofe to build God a houfe, yet God did not come 
fhort of making good his promife to build him a houfe. Such 
is the tenor of the covenant we are under; though there -are 
‘many failures in our performances, there are none in God’s. 


18 | Then went king David in, and fat be- 
fore the Lorp, and he faid, Who am I, O Lorp 
God? and what zs my houfe, that.thou haft 
brought me hitherto? 19 And this was yet a 
{mall thing in thy fight, O Lorp God; but 
thou haft fpoken alfo of thy fervant’s houfe for 
a great while tocome; and .7s this the manner 


of man, O Lorp God? 20 And what can Da- 


vid fay more unto thee? for thou, Lorp God, 
knoweft thy fervant. 21 For thy words fake, 
and according to thine own heart haft thou 
done all thefe great things, to make thy. fer- 
vant know them. 22 Wherefore thou art great, 
O Lorpb God: for there is none like thee, net- 
ther is. there any God. befide thee, according 
to all that we have heard with our ears. 23 
- And what one nation in the earth is like thy 
people, even like Ifrael, whom God went to re- 
deem for a people to himfelf, and to make him 
aname, and to do for you‘great things, and 
terrible, for thy land, before thy people which 
thou redeemedft to thee from Egypt, from the 
nations and their gods? 24 For'thou haft con- 
firmed to thyfelf thy people Ifrael to be a peo- 
ple unto thee for ever: and thou, Lorp, art 
become their God. 25 
God, the word that thou haft fpoken_ concern- 
ing thy fervant, and concerning his houfe, e- 
ftablith zt for ever, and do as thou haft faid. 
26 And let thy name be magnified for ever, 


faying, The Lorp of hofts zs the God over I- 


rael: and let the houfe of thy fervant David 


* 
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‘be eftablifhed before thee. 247 For thou, O- 
Lorp of hofts, God of Ifrael, haft revealed to 


David’s houfe and kingdomyare ~ 


And now, O Lorp | 


thy fervant, faying, I will build thee an houfe: 


Chap. VI. 


therefore hath thy feryant found in his heart | 


to pray this prayer unto thee. 28 And now, 
O Lorv God, thou art that God, and thy words 
be true, and thou haft promifed this goodnefs 
unto thy fervant. 29 Therefore now let it 
pleafe thee to blefs the houfe of thy fervant, 
that it may continue for ever before thee: for 
thou, O Lorn God, haft fpoken zz, and with 
thy blefling let the houfe of thy fervant be 
bleffed for ever. 3 : 


We have here the folemn addrefs David made to God, in 
anfwer to the gracious meflage God had fent him. We are 
not told what he faid to Nathan: no doubt he received him 
very kindly and refpedtfully, as the meflenger ; but his anfwer 
to God he brought himfelf, and did not fend by Nathan. 
When minifters deliver God’s meflage to us, it is not to them, 
but to God, that our hearts muft reply: he underftands the 
language of the heart, and to him we may come boldly. Da- 
vid had no fooner received the meflage, but, while the impref= 
fions of it were frefh, he retired to return an anfwer. Ob- 
ferve, ye r, 

1. The place he retired to. He went in before the Lord, 
i. é. into the tabernacle where the ark was, which was the to- 
ken of God’s prefence: before that he prefented himfelf, 
God’s will now is, that men pray every where; but wherever 
we pray, we mutt fet ourfelves as before the Lord, and fet him 
before us. ~ ca tae 

2. The pofture he put himfelf into. He fat before the Lord. 
(1.) It denotes the pofture of his body. Kneeling or ftand- 
ing are certainly the moft proper geftures to be ufed in prayers 
but the Jews, from this inftance, fay, it was allowed to the 


kings of the houfe of David to fit in the temple, and to no o- 


ther. But this will by no means juftify the ordinary ufe of 


that gefture in prayer, whatever may be allowed in a cafe of 


neceflity. David went in, and took his place before the Lord, 
fo it may be read; but when he prayed, he ftood up as the - 
manner was; or, he went in and continued before the. Lord 5~ 
{taid fome time filently meditating, before he began his prayer, 
and then remained longer than ufual in the tabernacle. .Or, 
(2.) It may note the frame of his fpirit at this time. He 


went in and compofed himfelf before the Lord. ‘Thus we fhould — 


do in all our approaches to God. O God, my heart is fixed, 
my heart is fixed. ‘tae ie 
3. The prayer itfelf, which is full of the breathings of pious. 
and devout affection towards God. Manat ia 
tf, He fpeaks very humbly of himfelf, and his own merits, 
So he begins as one aftonied: Who am J,-O Lord God, and 
what is my houfe ? ver. 13. ’ 
meaninefs of his original; ver. 8. and he fubfcribed to it. He 
had low thoughts. (1.) Of bis perfonal merits: Who am I? 
He was upon all accounts a very confiderable, valuable man; 
his endowments, both of body and mind, were extraordinary ; 
his gifts and graces eminent ; he was a man of honour, fuc- 
cefs, and ufefulnefs, the darling of his country, and the dread 
of its enemies 3 and yet, when he comes. to {peak of himfelf 
before God, Who am J? +a man-not worth taking notice of. 


(2.) OF the merits of his family: What is my houfe? His. " 


God had minded him of the 


houfe was of the royal tribe, and defcended from the prince of — 


that tribe: he was allied to the beft families of the country, » 
and yet, like Gidéon, thinks his famtly poor in Judah, and 
Oh ope ef  himfelf 


* 


Shimfelf the leaf in his fathers houfe, Judg. vi. 15. David 
thos-humbled himfelf when Saul’s daughter was motioned to 


“him for a wife, 1 Sam. xviii. 18.'but now with much more 


- veafon. Note, It very well becomes the greate(t and belt of 


men, even in the midit of the higheft advancements, to have 
tow and mean thoughts of themfelves; for the greateft of men 
are worms, the beft are finners, and thofe that are higheft. ad- 
vanced, have nothing but what they have received: Who am 
I, that thou haft brought me hitherto 2 brought me to the king- 
dom, and to a fettlement in it, and reft from all mine enemies? 
Tt intimates, that he could not have reached this himfelf by 
his own management, if God had not brought him to it, 
_ All our attainments muft be looked upon as God’s vouchfafe- 
ments, » 
2dly, He {peaks very highly and honourably of God’s fa- 
yours to him. (1.) In what he had done for him: Thou haft 
‘drought me hitherto, to this great dignity and dominion.  Hi- 
therto thou haft helped me. Though we fhould be left at un- 
certainty concerning further mercy, we have great reafon to be 
thankful, for that which has been-done for us hitherto, A&s 
XXvi. 22. (2.) In what he had yet further promifed him. 
God'had done great things for him already ; and yet, as if 
thofe had been nothing, he had promifed to do much more, 
ver. 19. Note, What God has laid out upon his people, is 
much; but what he has laid up for them, is infinitely more, 


Pfal. xxxi. 19. The prefent praces and comforts of the faints 


are invaluable gifts; and yet, as if thefe were too little for 
God to beftow upon his children, he hath fpoken concertiing 
them for a great while to come, even as far as eternity itfelf 
reaches. Of this we muft own, as David here, [1.] That: it 
is far beyond what we can expect. Is this the manner of man? 
That is, 1.] Can man expect to be fo dealt with by his Maker? 
“Ls this the law of Adam ? Note, Confidering what the charac- 
ter and condition of man is, it is very furprifing and amazing 
that God fhould deal with him as‘he doth. Man is a mean 
creature, and therefore under a law of diftance; unprofitable 
to God, and therefore under a Jaw of dife(teem and difregard ; 
guilty and obnoxious, and therefore under a law of death and 
damnation. But how unlike are God’s dealings with man to 
this law of Adam! He is brought near to God, purchafed at 
_a high rate, taken into covenant and. communion. with God. 
Could this ever have been thought of? 2.] Do men ufe to 
deal thus one with another? No 3 the way of our God is far 
above the manner of men. Though he be high, he has refped 
to the lowly; and és this the manner of men ? Though he is 
- offended by us, he befeeches us to be reconciled, waits to be 
gracious, multiplies his pardons; and is this the manner of 
-men? fome give another fenfe of this, 


one whofe kingdom {hall be eftablifhed for ever, muft be un- 


_ derftood of one that is a man, and yet the Lord Jehovah: this 


_mutft be the Jaw of fuch a one. A Mefliah from my loins muft 
_be man, but reigning for ever muft be God. [2.] That be- 


_, yond this there is nothing we can defire.. And what can Da- 


vid fay more unto thee 2. yer. 20. What can I afk or with for 


more? Thou Lord knoweft thy fervant, knowelt what will 


make me happy, and what thou halt promifed is enough to do 
fo, The promife of Chrift includes all. If that man, the 
Lord God, be ours, what can we afk or think of more? Eph. 
lil, 20. The promifes of the covenant of grace-are framed by 


him that knows us, and therefore knows how to adapt them | 


to every branch of our neceflity. He knows us better than 


- _we know ourfelves, and therefore let us be fatisfied with the 
_ provifion he bas made for us. 


What can we fay more for 
_ ourfelves in our prayers, than he has faid for us in his pro- 
eT my) ‘ : F : or 


_Mnifes? 
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reading it thus: And | 
_ this ts the law of man, the Lord Jehovah, i. e. this promife of 
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3dly, He afcribes all to. the free grace of God, ver. 21.3 
both the great things he had done for him, and the great 
things he had made known to him. All was, (1.) For his 
Word’s fake, i. e. for the fake of Chrift, the Eternal Word, 
It is all owing to his merit. Or, that thou mayett magnify 
thy word of promife above all thy name, in making it the {tay 
and ftorehoufe OPthy people. (2.) According to thy own heart, 
thy gracious counféls and defigns, ex mero motu : Even fo, Fas 
ther, becaufe it Jeemed good in thine eyes. All that God doth 
for his people in his providences, and fecures to them in his 
promifes, is for his pleafure and for his praife; the pleafure of 
his will, and the praife-of his word. 
4thly, He adores the gréatnefs and glory of God: yer. 22. 
Thou art great, O Lord God, Sor there is none like thee. Cod’s 
gracious condefcenfion to him, and the honour he had put up- 
on him, did not at all abate his awful veneration for the Divine 
Majefty : for the nearer: any are brought. to Ged, the more 
they fee of his glory ; and the dearer we are in his eyes, the 
greater he fhould be in-ours. And this we muft acknowledge 
concerning God, that there is no being like him, nor any God 
befide him ; and that what we have feen with our eyes, of his 
power and goodnefs, is according to. all that we have heard 
with our ears, and the one half not told us. 
5thly, He expreffeth a great efteem of the Ifrael of God, 
ver. 23, 24. AAs there were none among the gods to be com- 
pared with Jehovah, fo none among the nations to be come 
pared with Ifrael; confidering, (1.) The works he had done for 
them. He went to redeem them, applied himfelf to it as'a great 
work, went about it with folemnity, Evohim halecu, dii iverunt 3 
God they went ; as if there were the fame confultation and 
concurrence of all the perfons in the bleffed Trinity, about the 
work of redemption, that there was about the work of cres 
ation, when God faid, Let us make man; “Whom the 
that were fent of God went to redeem,”” fo the Chaldee; 
meaning, I fuppofe,; Mofes and Aaron, The redemption of 
Ifrael, as defcribed here, was typical of our redemption by 
Chrift; in that, [1.] They were redeemed from the nations and 
their gods ; fo are we from all inignity, and fall conformity to 
this prefeat world. Chrift came to fave his people from their 
Jins. [2.] They were redeemed to be a people unto God, 
purified and appropriated to himfelf, that he might make him- 
felf a great name, and do for them great things. The honour 
of God, and the eternal happinefs of the faints, are the two 
things aimed at in their redemption. (2.) The covenant he 
had made with them, ver. 24- It was, [1.] Mutual ; they 
to be a people to thee, and thou to be a God to them; all 
their interefts confecrated to thee, and all thine attributes en- 
gaged for them. [2.] Immutable. Thou haft confirmed them. 
He that makes the covenant, makes it fure, and will make it good. 
6thly, He concludes with humble petitions to God. 
(1.) He grounds his petitions upon the meflage which God — 
had fent him: ver. 27. Thou haf revealed this to thy. fervant, 
i. e. thou haft of thine own good-will given me the promife, 
that thou wilt build me a houfe, elfe I could never have Sound 
in my heart to pray fuch 2 prayer as this. I durft not have 
afked fuch great things, if I had not been dire&ted and encou- 
raged by thy promife to afk them. They are indeed too great 
for me to beg, but not too great for thee to give. Thy fer- 
vant hasafound in his heart to pray this prayer; fo it isin the- 
original, and Septuagint. Maay, when they go to pray, have 
their hearts to feek ; but David’s heart was found, 7. e. it was 
fixed ; gathered in from its wanderings, and entirely engaged 
to the duty, and employed in it. ‘That prayer that is found 
in the tongue only, will not pleafe God; it muft be. found in 
the heart ; that muft be lifted up and poured out ‘before God. 
My fon, give God thy heart. * 
Deeg te (2-) He 
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(2.) He builds his faith, and hopes to fpeed, upon the fi- 
“‘delity of God’s promife; ver. 25. Thou art that God ; thou 
art be, even that God ; the Lord of hofts, and God of Lfrael ; 
‘or, that God whofe words are true ; that God whom one may 
depend upon; and thou haf promifed this goodne/s unto thy fer 
vant, which I am therefore bold to pray for. 

(3.) Thence he fetcheth the matter of his prayer, and re- 
fers himfelf to that, as the euide of his prayers. 


[1.] He prays for the performance of his promife, ver. 25. 
Let the word be made good to me on which thou haft caufed | 
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me'to bope, Pla}. cxix. 49. and do as thou haft faid : 1 defire | 


no more, and I expect no Jefs ; fo full is the promife, and fo 
firm. ‘Thus we mu§ turn God’s promifes into prayers, and 
then they fhall be turned into performances; for, with God, 
faying and doing are not two things, as they often are with 
‘men. God will do as he hath faid. 

[2-] He prays for the glorifying of God’s name: ver. 26. 
Let thy name be magnified for ever. ‘This ought to be the fum- 


mary and centre of all our prayers, the Alpha and Omega of | 
them ; begin with Hallowed be thy name, and end with Thine | 


as the glory for ever. Whether I be magnified or no, det thy 


name be magnified : and he reckons nothing magnifies’ God’s | 


name more than this, to fay, with fuitable affections, The Lord 


of hofls is the God over Ifrael. This {peaks the God of Ifrael | 
‘elorioufly great, that he is the Lord of hofls ; and this {peaks 
the Lord of hofs glorioufly good, that he is God over Ifrael : | 
in both Jet his name be magnified for ever : \et all the creatures, | 


and all the churches, give him the glory of thefe two. Da- | 


vid defired the performance of God’s. promife, for the honour, 
not of his own name, but of God’s. Thus the fon of David 


prayed, Father, glorify thy name, John'xu. 28. and chap. xvil. 
“1. Glorify thy Son, that thy Son alfo.may glorify thee. 


‘(3-] He prays for his houfe ; for to that the promife hath 
fpecial reference. (1.) “That it might be happy: ver. 29. Let 
it pleafe thee to blefs tne boufe of thy fervant. And again, 
With thy bleffing, let the houfe of thy fervant be truly and eter- 


‘nally bleffed : thofe whom thou bleffift, they are bleffed indeed. 


"The care of good men is very much concerning their families, 
and the beft entail’ on their families is that of the blefling of 
‘God. The repetition of this requelt is not a vain repetition, 
but expreflive of the value he had of the. divine blefling, and 


“his earneft defire of it, as all in all to the happinefs of his fa- 


ymily. (2.) That the happinefs of it might remain. Let it 
be eflablifhed before thee, ver. 28; let it continue for ever before 
thee, ver. 29. He prays, [1.] That the entail of the crown 
might not be cut off, but remain in his family ; that none of 
his might ever forfeit it, but that they might walk before God, 
‘and that would be their eftablifhment. [z.] That his king- 
dom might have its perfeGtion, and perpetuity in the kingdom 


~ of the Mefliah. When Chrift for ever fat down on the right 


‘hand of God, (Heb. x. 12.), and received all ‘poflible affur- 
‘ance that his feed and throne fhall be as the days of heaven ; 
‘this prayer of David the fon of Jefle for his feed was abun- 
dantly anfwered, that it might continue before God for ever. 
‘Sce Pfal. Ixxvii. w/t. The perpetuity of the Mefliah’s king- 
dom is the defire and faith of all good people. 


Aevy' CPO AY Pov bos 
David having fought firft the kingdom of God, and the righ- 
‘teoufnefs thereof, /ettling the ark as foon as he was himfelf 
“quell feitled, we are here told how all other things qwere add- 
“ed to him. Here is an account, I. Of his conque/s. 
“triumphed, (1.) Over the Philiftines, ver. 1... (2.) Over the 
_ Moabites, ver. 2- (3.) Over the king of Zobah, ver. 3, 4. 
(4.) Over the Syrians, ver. 5.—8,—13. 
Edomites, yer. 14. Il. Of the prefents that were brought 


% 


‘He | 


(5.) Over the } 


Chap, VII 
him, and the wealth be got from the nations he fubdued, which 
he dedicated to God, yer. 9.—=-12. LLL Of bis court, the 
adminiftration of his government, ver.15. and his chief offi- 
cers, ver. 16.—18, This gives us a general idea of the proe 
Jpevity of David's reign. 

_® ND after this it came to pafs, that David 

[-\ {mote the Philiftines, and fubdued them: 
and David took Metheg-ammah out of the hand 
of the Philiftines. 2 And he fmote Moab, and 
meafured them with a line, cafting them down 
to the ground: ‘even with two lines meafured 
he, to put to death; and with one full line, to 
keep alive: and fo the Moabites became Da. 

vid’s fervants, and brought gifts. 3 § David 

{mote alfo Hadadezar the fon of Rehob, king 

of Zobah, as ‘he went 'to recover ‘his ‘border at 

‘the river Euphrates. 4 And David took from 

him a thoufand chariots, and feven hundred 
horfemen, and twenty thoufand footmen : and 

‘David houghed all the chariot-horfes, but re- 

ferved of them for an hundred chariots. 5 And- 
when the Syrians of Damafcus came to fuccour 

Hadadezar king of Zobah, David flew of the 

Syrians two and twenty thoufand:men. 6 Then . 

‘David_put garrifons in Syria of Damafcus: and 

the Syrians became fervants to David, and 

‘brought gifts: and the Lorp .preferved “David 

whitherfoever he went. 7 And David took.the 
fhields of gold ‘that were'on the-fervants-of Ha- 
dadezer, and brought ‘thei ‘to ‘Jerufalem. °8 

And from Betah, and from Berothai, cities of 

Hadadezar, king David took exceeding much | 

brafs. | | fee eee! 
God liad ‘given David reft from all his ‘enemies that oppdfed 

him, and made head again{t him ; and he having made a good 
ufe of that reft, has now ‘commiflion given him to make war 
upon them, and to att offenfively for the revenging of Ifrael’s 
quarrels, and the recovery of their rights ; foras yet they were _ 

“not in full poffefion. of that country, which, by the promife of - 

God, they were entitled to. _ phen ze dis aie See 
1. He quite fubdued*the Philiftines, ver. 1. “They ‘had 

attacked him when they thought him weak, chap. v. 17. arid. 

went by the'worlt then ; but when he found: himfelf’ ftrong,. 
che attacked them, and made himfelf mafter of their country. 

They had long been vexatious and oppreflive to Hrael. Saul 

got no ground again{t them; but David completed Ifrael’s de- 

liverance out of their hands, which Samfon had begun long 
before, Judg. xiii. 5. “Metheg-ammah was Gath, (the chief 
and-royal city of the Philiftines), and the towns belonging’ to: 
it, among which there was a conftant garrifon kept. by the 

Philiftines on the hill Ammah, (2 Sam. ii. 29,). which was 

“Metheg, a bridle, (fo it fignifies), or cutb upon the people of 

-Tfrael 3 this David took out of their hand, and ufed it’ as a 

curb upon them. “T'hus, when. the ftreng man is difarmed,. 

| the armour wherein he trufted is taken frony him, and uféd a- 

~ gainft him, Luke xi. 22.: and after the Jong and frequent — 

' ftraggles-which the faints have had with the powers of dark- 
nefs, like Ifracl with the Philiftines, ‘the fon of David Jhail 

_ ivead them allunder their feet, and make them more than conquerors. 
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2, He fmote the Moabites, and made them tributaries to 
Tfrael, ver. 2, He divided the country intg three pats ; two 
of which he deftroyed, cafting down the {trong holds, and 
putting all to the {word ; the third part he {pared to till the 
ground, and be fervants to Iftael. Dr Lightfoot faith, he laid 
them on the ground, and meafured them with a cord, who 
fhould be flain, and who fhouldlive: and this is called met- 
ting out the valley of Succoth, Pfal, lx. 6. ‘The Jews fay, he 

ufed this feyerity with the Moabites, becaule they had flain 

his parents and brethren, whom he put under the protection 

of the king of Moab, during his exile, 1 Sam. xxil, 2, 4. 

He did it in jultice, becaufe they Kad been, and in policy, be- 

caufe, if left in their {trength, they ftill would have been dan- 

gerous enemies to the Ifrael of God. But obferye, though it 
was neceflary two thirds fhould be cut off, yet the line that 

was to keep alive, though it was:but one, is ordered to be a 
full line. Be fare give that length enough: let the line of 

mercy be ftretched to the utmoft, in favorem vite. A&s 

of indemnity muft be conftrued fo as to enlarge the favour. 

Now Balaam’s prophecy was fulfilled, 4 Sceptre /hall arife out 

of Lrael, and fall fmite the corners of Moab; to the utmoft of 

which the fatal line extended, Numb, xxiv. 17. Lhe Moab- 
ites continued tributaries to Ifrael till after the death of Ahab, 

_ 2 Kings iii, 4, 5.; then they rebelled, and were never reduced. 
3- He {mote the Syrians, or Aramites. Of them there 
were two diftinét kingdoms, as we find them fpoken of in the 
title of the 60th Pfalm, Aram Naharaim, Syria of the rivers, 
whole head city was Damafcus, (famed for its rivers, 2 Kings 

v. 12.), and Aram Zobah; which joined to it, but extended 

to Euphrates. Thefe were the two northren crowns. Gt.) 

David began with the Syrians of Zobah, ver. 3,4. As he 

went to fettle his border at the river Euphrates, (for fo far the 

land conveyed by the divine grant to Abraham and his feed 

did extend, Gen. xv. 18.) the king of Zobah oppofed him, 

being himfelf poffeffed of thofe countries which belonged to If 

rael ; but David routed his forces, took his chariots and horfe- 
men. The horfemen are here {aid to be {even hundred, but, 
1 Chron. xvii. 4. feven thoufand. If they divided their horfe 
by ten in a company, as it is probable they did, the captains 
and companies were feven hundred, but the horfemen were 
feven thovfand. David houghed the horfes, cut the finews 
of their hams, and fo lamed them, and made them unfer- 
wiceable, at leaft in war, God having forbidden them to 
 anultiply horfes, Deut. xvii. 16. David referved only one 
. hundred chariots out of one thoufand for his own ufe 3 for he 
placed his ftrength, not in chariot or horfe, but in the living 

God, Pial. xx. 7. and wrote it from his own obfervation, that 
a horfe is a vain thing for fafety, Pfal. xxxiii. 16, 17. (2.) 
‘The Syrians of Damafcus coming in to the relief of the king 
of Zobah, fell with him. ‘T'wenty-two thoufand were flain in 
“the fidld, ver. 5.5 fo that it was eafy for David to make him- 

_ ‘felf mafter of the country, and garrifon it for himfelf, ver. 6. 
_ ~The enemies of God’s church that think to fecure themfelves, 
will prove im the end to ruin themfélves by their confederacies 


_ with each other ; Affociate yourfelves, and ye foall be broken in 


pieces, Ifa. viii. 9. : 
In all thefe wars, (1.) David was protected: The Lord 
preferved him whitherfoever he went. It feems he went in 
-perfon, and, in the caafe of God and Ifrael, jeoparded his 
_ own life in the high places of the field ; but God covered his 
_ head in the day of battle, which he oft {peaks of in his pfalms, 
_ to the glory of God. (2.) He was enriched. He ‘took the 
_ thields of gold which the fervants of Hadadezer had in their 
~- -euftody, ver..7. and much brafs from feveral cities of Syria, 
‘ver. 8.; which he-was entitled to, not only jure belli, by the 
uncontrollable right of the longeft Sword, Get it, and take it ; 
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but by commiffion from. Heaven, and the ancient entail of thefe 
countries on the feed of Abraham. ‘ ' 


9 § When Toi king of Hamath heard that 
David had fmitten all the hoft of Hadadezer, 10 
Then Toi fent Joram his fon unto king Dayid, 
to falute him, and to blefs him, becaufe he had 
fought againft Hadadezer, and fimitten him : 
(for Hadadezer had wars with Toi) and Yoram 


, brought with him veflels of filver, and veflels 


of gold, and veffels of brafs; 11 Which alfo 
king David did dedicate unto the Lorn, with 
the filver and gold that he had dedicated of all 
nations which he fubdued: 12 Of Syria, and 
of Moab, and of the children of Ammon, and 
of the Philiftines, and of Amalek, and of the 


f{poil of Hadadezer fon of Rehob, king of Zo- 
13 And David gat im a name when he — 


bah. 
returned from fmiting of the Syrians in the 
valley of falt,’ being eighteen thoufand men. 


14 4/ And he put garrifons in Edom? through-> 


out all Edom put he garrifons, and all they of 
Edom became David's fervants: and the Lora 
preferved David whitherfoever he went. 


Here is, 1. The court made to David by the king of Ha- 
math, who, it feems, was at this time in war with the king of 
Zobah. He hearing of David’s fuccefs again{t his enemy, fent 
his own fon ambaflador to him, ver. 9, 10. to congratulate his 
victory, to return him thanks for the favour he had done him, 
in breaking the power of one he was in fear of, and to beg his 


fiiendthip ; and thus not only fecured, but {trengthened him- * 


felf. And David loft nothing by taking this little prince un- 
der his protection, no more than the old Romans did by the 
hike policy ; for the wealth he had from the countries he con- 
quered by way of fpoil, he had from this by way of prefent or 
gratuity: veffels of filver and gold. Better get by compofition, 
than by compulfion. 
2. The offering David made to God of the fpoils of the na- 
tions, and all the rich things that were brought him: He dedi- 
cated all to the Lord, yer. 11,12. This crowned all his vic- 
tories, and made them far to outthine Alexander’s or Cefar’s, 
that they fought their own.glory; but he aimed at the glory 
of God. All the precious things he was mafter of, were 
dedicated things ; i. e. they were defigned for the building of 
the temple. And a good omen it was of kindnefs to the Gen- 


tiles, in the fulnefs of time, and of the making of God’s houfe. 


a houfe of prayer for all people, that the temple was built of 


the fpoils and prefents of Gentile nations; in allufion to which, _ 


we find the kings of the earth bringing their glory and honour in- 
to the new Ferufalem, Rev. xxi. 24. Their gods of gold, Da- 
vid burnt, 2.Sam,v. 21. but their yeflels of gold he dedicated. 
Thus, in the conqueft ofa foul by the grace of the Son of Da- 
vid, what {tands in oppofition to God mutt be deftroyed, every 
luft mortified and crucified ; but what may be made to him, 
muit be dedicated, and the property of it altered; even the 
merchandife and the dire muft be holine/s to the Lord, Ma. xxiii. 
ult, the gain confecrated to the Lord of the avhale earth, Mic. iv. 
13.3 and then it-is truly our own, and moft comfortably. 

5. The reputation he got ina particular manner by his vic 
tory over the Syrians, and their allies the Edomites, who aéted 
in conjunction with them ; as appears by comparing the title 
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“welcome to his council-board. 
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of the 6cth Pfalm, which was pennedvon this occafion, ver. 
13- He gat him a name, for all that conduét and ‘courage 
which are the praife of a great and diltinguifhed general. Some- 
thing extrordinary, it is likely, there was in that a€tion, which 
turned very much to his honour; yet he is careful to transfer 
the honour to God, as appears by the pfalm he penned on 
this occafion, ver. 12. It is through God that we do va- 
Kantly. g 

4. His fuccefs againft the Edomites: They all became Da- 
vid’s fervants, ver. 14. Now, and not till now, Ifaac’s blef- 
fing was accomplifhed, by which Jacob was made Efau’s lord, 
Gen. xxvii. 37,—40.: and the Edomites continued long tri- 
butaries to the kings of Judah, as the Moabites were to the 
kings-of Ifrael, till in Joram’s time they revolted, 2 Chron. 
xxi. 8. as Ifaac had there foretold, that Efau fhould, in pro- 
cefs of time, break the yoke from off his neck. Thus David, 


by his conquefts, (1.) Secured peace to his fon, that he might - 
have time to build the temple; and, (2.) Procured wealth for 


his'fon, that he might have wherewith to build it.. God em- 
ploys his fervants varioufly, fome in one employment, others in 
another, fome in the fpiritual battles, others in the {piritual 
buildings, and one prepares work for the other, that God may 
have the glory of all. _ All David’s victories were typical of 
the fuccefs of the gofpel againft the kingdom of Satan, in which 
the Son of David rode forth, conquering and to conquer, and 
thall reign till he has brought down all oppofing rule, principali- 
ty, and power: and he has, as David had, ver. 2. line to kill, 
and a.line to fave; for the fame gofpel is to fome a favour of 
life unto life, to others a favour of death unto death. 


I 5 And David reigned over all Ifrael, and 


David executed judgment and juftice unto all 


his people. 16 And Joab the fon of Zeruiah 
was over the hoft; and Jefhophat the fon of 


Ahilud was recorder; .17 And-Zadok the fon — 


of Ahitub, and Ahimelech the fon of Abiathar, 
were the priefts; and Seraiah was the {cribe; 
18 And Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada was cver 
both the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and. 
David’s fons were chief rulers... 


~ David was not fo engaged in his wars abroad, as.to negleé 
‘the adminiftration of the government at home. 


1. His care extended itfelf to all the parts of his dominion: 
He reigned over all I/rael, ver-15.; not only he had right to 
reign over all the tribes, but he did fo, they were all fafe un- 
der his protection, and fhared in the fruits of his good govern- 
ment. nA 
- 2. He did juftice with an unbiaffed unfhaken hand; He ex- 
ecuted judgment unto all his peoples neither did wrong, nor denied, 
or delayed right to any. It fpeaks, (1.) His-induftry, and clofe 


application to bufinefs ; his eafinefs of accefs, and readinefs'to 


admit all addrefles and appeals made to him. All his people, 
even the meaneft, and thofe of the moft diftant tribes, were 
(2.) His impartiality, and the 
equity of his proceedings in adminiftring juftice: He never per- 


-verted juftice for favour or affection, nor had refpect of perfons 


in judgment. Herein he was a type of Chrift, whois faithful 


and true, and who doth in righteoufne/s both judge and make 
war, Rey. ¥ix. 11, ary 


See Pfal. Ixxii. 1,2. 
2. He kept good order, and good officers in his court. Da- 


- vid being the firft king that had an eltablithed government, (for 


Saul’s reign. was fhort and unfettled), he had the forming of 


the model of the adminiftration, In Saul’s time we read of. 
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-Ammiel, in’ Lo-debar. 
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no other great officer but Abner, that was captain of the hoft;.- 


but David inftituted more officers. Here is, (1.) Two mi- 
litary officers: Joab that was general of the forces in the field, 
and Benaiah that was over the Cherethites and Pelethites, who 
were either the city train-bands, archers and /lingers, {0 the 
Chaldee ; or rather the life-guards, or ftanding force, that at- 
tended the king’s perfon; the pretorian band; the militia. 
They were ready to do fervice at home, to affift in the admi- 
niftering of juftice, and to preferve the public peace. We find 
them employed in proclaiming Solomon, 1 Kings 1. 38. (2.) 
Two ecclefiaftical officers: Zadok and Ahimelech were priefs; 
i. e. they were moft employed in the priefts work under Abi- 


| athar, the high prieft. (3.) Two civil officers. One that was © 


recorder, or remembrancer, to put the king in mind of bufinefs 


 Y 


in its feafon,: he was prime minifter of ftate; yet not intrufted — 


with the cuftody of the king’s confcience, as they fay of our. 


lord chancellor, but only of the king’s memory; let the king ~ 


be put in mind of bufinefs, and he would do it himfelf, Atno- 
ther that was /cribe, or fecretary of ftate, that drew up public 
orders and difpatches, and recorded judgments given. La/tly, 


David’s fons, as they grew up to be fit fer bufinefs, were made: - 
chief rulers 3 they had places of honour and truft afligned them, | 


either in the houfehold, or in the Camp, or in the courts of 
juftice, according as their genius led them. ‘They were chief 


about the king; fo it is explained, 1 Chron. xviil, 17. employ. _ 


ed near him, that-they might be under his eye. Our Lord Je- 


fus has appointed officers in his kingdom, for his honour, and, — 


the good of the community: when he afcended on high, he. 
gave thefe gifts, Eph. iv. 11. to every man his work, Mark 
xiii. 34. David made his fons chief rulers ; but all believers, 


Chrilt’s fpiritual feed, are better preferred, for they are made 


to our God kings and priefis, Rev. i. 6. 
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The only thing recorded in this chapter, is the kindnefs David 
I. The kind inquiry 
he made after the remains of the houfe of Saul, and his difco- 
very of Mephibofheth, ver. 1,—4. Ul. The kind reception — 


 Shewed to Fonathan’s feed for his fake. 


he gave to Mephibofbeth, when he was brought to him, ver. 
— Sy—8. ALL. The kind provifion he made for him and his, 


ver. O,——12. 
veNeL yarns 


A ND David “faid, Is there yet any that is. | 


left of the houle of Saul, that I may fhew 
him kindnefs for Jonathan’s fake? 2 And 


there was of the houfe of Saul, a fervant whofe — 
name was Ziba: and when they had called — 


him unto David, the king. faid unto him, dre 


thou Ziba? And. he faid, Thy fervant zs de. 
3 And the king faid, Js there’ not yet any of 


the houfe of Saul, that I may fhew the kind. 


nefs of God unto him? And ‘Ziba faid unto the ; 
king, Jonathan hath yet a fon, which is lame. 
on Mis feet. 4 And the king faid unto him, 


Where is he? And Ziba faid unto the king, 


Behold, he is in the houfe of Machir, the fon of 


5 | Then king David 


fent, and fet him out of the houfe of Machir, — 


the fon of Ammiel, from Lo-debar. 6Now when. 


Mephibofheth the fon of Jonathan, the fon of 
Saul, was come unto David, he fell on his face, 
andedid reverence, And David faid, Mephi. 

«., > Dodhetie® 
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_ therupon the children, David would not. 


Chap. IX! bas ik 


bofheth. And he anfwered, Behold’ thy fer- 
vant. 7 4 And David faid unto him, Fear not ; 


for I will furely fhew thee kindnefs; for Jona- - 


than thy father’s fake, and will reftore thee all. 
the land of Saul thy father, and thou {halt eat 


‘bread at my table continually. 8 And he bow: 


ed himfelf, and faid, What is thy fervant, that 
thou fhouldft- look upon fuch a dead dog as I 
am? aS 

Here is, 1. David’s inquiry after the remains of the ruined 
houfe of Saul, ver. r. 
fion to the throne ; for it fhould feem that Mephibofheth, who 
was but five years old when Saul died, had now a fon born, 


ver. 12. David had too long forgot his obligations to Jonathan, 


but now at length they are brought to his mind. it is good 
fometimes to bethink ourfelves, whether there be any promifes 


or engagements that we have negleéted to make good: better’ 


to do it late than never. The breviate which: Paul gives us of 
the life of David, is this, Acts xiii. 36. that he /erved his ge- 


neration according to the will of God ; i. ee he was a man that 


made it his bufinefs to do good ; witnefs this inftance. Where 
we may obferve, Ga 

- I, That he fought an opportunity to do good. He might, 
pethaps, have fatisfied his confcience with the performance of 
his promife to Jonathan, if he had. been only ready, ‘upon re- 
queft or application made to him by any of his feed, to help 
and fuccour them. But he doth more, he inquires of thofe 


"about him firft, ver. 1. and when he light of a perfon that was 


hkely to inform him, afked him particularly, Js there any yet 
Left of the houfe of Saul, that I may foew him hindne/s ? ver. 3. 
fs ber any, not only to whom I may do juftice, Numb. v. 8. 
but to whom I may /beqw kindne/s 2 Note, Good men thould 
feek opportunities of doing good: The liberal man devifeth li- 
beral things, Ma. xxxii. 8. For many times the moft proper 
objects of our ‘kindnefs and charity are fuch as will not be 
light on without inquiry. The moft neceflitous are the leaft 


clamorous. 


2dly, Thofe he inquired after were the-remains of the hous 


of Saul, to whom he would fhew kindnefs for Jonathan’s fake: 
Hs there any left of the hou/e of Saul 2 Saul-had had a very nu- 
merous family, 1 Chron, viii. 33. enow to replenifh a country, 
and yet fo emptied, that none of it appeared ; but it was come 
to this inquiry, Js there any /eft ? See how the providence of 
God can empty fill families; fee how the fin of man will do 
it! Saul’s was a bloody houfe, no marvel it was thus reduced, 
chap. xxi. 1. But though God vifited the iniquity of the fa- 
Is there any left 
that I can fhew kindnefs to, not for Saul’s own fake, but for 


Jonathan’s? 
(1.) Saul was David’s fworn enemy, and yet he would thew 


kindnefs to his houfe with all his heart, and was forward to _ 
do it. He doth not fay, Is there any left of the houfe of Saul, — 
_ that I may find fome way to take them off, and prevent their 


giving difturbance to me, or my fucceffor? It was againit A- 


ie himelech’s mind, that any one was left of the houfe of Gideon, 
Judg, ix. 5. and againit Athaliah’s mind, that any was left of | 


the feed royal, 2 Chron. Xx, 10, 11., Thofe were ufurped 


_ governments; David’s needed no fuch vile fupports: he was | 
defirous to fhew kindnéfs to. the houfe of Saul, not only becaufe | 
“he trufted God, and feared not what’ they could do unto him, » 


but becaufe he was of a charitable difpofition, and:forgave what 


they had done to him. Note, We muft evidence the finceri- ° 
ty of our forgiving thofe that have been any way unjult or in- _ 
jurious to us, by being ready, as we have opportunity, to thew 
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This was'a great while after his accef. ~ 


~ and fo muft we. 
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kindnefs both to them and theirs. We mutt not only not avenge 
ourfelves upon them, but we mutt love them, and do.them good, 
Matth. v. 44. and not be backward to do any. office of love, 
and good-will, to thofe that have done us many an ill turn, 1 
Pet. ili, 9.—ut contrariwife blefing. This is the way to o- 
vercome evil, and to find mercy for ourfelves and ours, when 
we or they need it. f 

(2.) Jonathan was David's fworn friend, and therefore he 
would thew kindnefs to his houfe.  Tuis teaches us, Etij. Eo 
be mindful of our covenant. The kindnefs we have promifed,. 
we matt confcientioufly perform, though it fhould not be claim- 
ed. . God is faithful to us, let not us be unfaithful to. one a- 
nother. [2.} To be mindful of our friendfhips, our old friends 
fhips. Note; Kindnefs.to our friends, even to them and theirs,. 
is one of the laws of our holy religion: He that has friends, 
muft fbew himfelf friendly, Prov. xviii. 24. If Providence 
has raifed us, and our friends and their families are brought 
low ; yet we muft not forget former acquaintance, but rather. 
look upon that; as giving us fo much the fairer opportunity of 
being kind to them} then our friends have moft need of us, 
and we are in the beft capacity to help them. Though there. 
be not a folemn league of friendfhip tying us to this conftancy 
of love; yet there is a facred law of friendhhip no lefs obliging,. 
that to him that-is in mifery pity fhould be thewed by his 
friend: Job vis 14. 4 brother is born for adversity. Friend{hip 
obliges us to take cognifance of the families and furviving re- 
dations of thofe we have loved, who, when they left. us, left: 
behind. them: their bodies,,.their names, and their pofterity, to» 
be kind to. ard 3 Sa 

3dly, The kindnefs he promifed to fhew them, he calls shz- 
kindne/s of God ; not only great kindnefs, but, (1.) Kindnefs 
in purfuance of the covenant that was. between-him, and. Jona-- 
than, to which God was a witnefs. 
(2.) Kindnefs after God’s example ; for we muft be merciful 
as he is. He fpares’ thofe whom he has, advantage again{t, ! 
Jonathan's requeft to David was, 1 Sam.. 
xx. 144 Shew me the kindnefs of the Lord, that 1 die not, and: 
the fame to my feed. The kindnefs of God is fome greater 
inftance of kindnefs than one can ordinarily expe& from men.” 
(3:) Ivis kindnefs done after a godly fort, and with an eye to 
God, and his honour and favour. ss 

2. ‘Information given him concerning Mephibofheth, the fon: 
of Jonathan. Ziba was an old retainer to Saul’s family, and 
knew the ftate of it; he is fent for, and examined, and ac-. 
quaints the king that Jonathan’s fon was living, but lame, ver... 
3. How he came to be fo, we read before, chap. iv. 4. and: 
that he lived obfcure, probably among his mother’s relations, 
in Lo-debar, in Gilead, on the other fide Jordan ; where he 
was forgotten, as a dead man out of mind, but bore it the eafer,. 
becaufe he could remember-little of the honour he fell from. 

3. The bringing of him to court. The king fent (Ziba, it 
is likely), to. bring him up to Jerufalem with’all convenient 
{peed, ver. 5. This he eafed Machir of his trouble; and, per- 
haps, confidered him for what he had laid out on Mephibofheth's 
account. Thus Machir appears to have been a very generous, | 
free-hearted man, and to have entertained. Mephibofhieth, not 
out of any difafte@tion to David, or his government, but in 
compaflion to a young gentleman reduced; for afterwards we- 
find him kind to David himfelf when he fled from Abfalom’ re 
he is named, 2° Sam! xvii. 27. among thofe that furnifhed the: 
king with what he wanted at Mahanaim ; though, when Da- 
vid fent for Mephibofheth from him, he little thought that the~ 
time would come, when he himfelf would gladly be beholden’ 
to him: and, perhaps, Machir was then the: more ready ‘to. 
help David, in recompenfe for his kindnefs to Mephibofheth 5- 


therefore we fhould be forward to give, becavfe we know not: 
., UUB 


4 


See t. Sam. xx. .42..~ 


it 


be. (1.) He fpoke to him as one furprifed, but pleafed to 


where he will not only be comfortably fed, but have company 


“before David. Note, It is good to have the ‘heart humble un- 
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but we ourfelves may fometime be in want: Eecl. xi. 2. dnd 
he that watereth foall be watered alfo him/elf. 

Now, 1/, Mephibofheth prefents himfelf to David with all 
the refpeét that was owing to his charaéter, Lame as he was 
be fell on his face, and did reverence, ver. 6. David had thus 
made his honours to Mephiboftheth’s father, Jonathan, when 
he was next to the throne, 1 Sam. xx. 41. He bowed him/elf 
to him three times ; and now Mephibofheth, im like manner, 
addrefleth him, when the tables are turned: Thofe that, when 
they are in inferior rélations, fhew refpeét, when they come to 
be advanced, fhall have refpect fhewed them. 

zdly, David received him with all the kindnefs that could 


fee-him. Mephibofheth! why, is there fuch a man alive ? 
‘He remembered his name ; for, it is probable, he was born a- 
bout the time of the intimacy between him and Jonathan. (2.) 
He bid him not be afraid: Fear not, ver. 7. It is probable, 
the fight of David put him into fome confufion ; to free him 
from which, he affures him, he fent for him, not out of any 
jealoufy he had of him, or with any ill defign upon him, but 
to fhew him kindnefs. Great men fhould not take a pleafure 
in the timorous approaches of their inferiors; for the great 
God doth not,. but fhould encourage them. (3.) He gives 
him, by grant from the crown, all the land of Saul his father ; 
4. e. his paternal eftate, which was forfeited by Ifhbofheth’s 

rebellion, and added to his own revenue.’ This was a real fa- 
vour, and more than giving him a kind word. ‘True friend- 
fhip will be generous. - (4.) Though he had thus given him a . 
good eftate, fufficient to maintain him; yet, for Jonathan’s fake, 
(whom, perhaps, he faw fome refemblance of in Mephibofheth’s 
face), he will take him to be a conftant gueft at his own table, 


and attendance fuitable to his birth and quality. Though Me- 
‘phibofheth was lame and unfightly, and doth not appear to have _ 
any gteat fitnefs for bufinefs ; yet, for his good father’s fake, _ 
David will take him to be one of his family. Ne 4 

3dly, Mephibofheth accepts this kindnefs with great humi- 
lity and felf abafement. He was none of thofe that take e- 
‘very favour as a debt, and think every thing too little that their 
friends do for them.; but, on the contrary, fpeaks as one ama- 
zed at the grants David made him, ver.'8. What is thy fer- 
vant, that thou foouldft look upon fuch a dead dog as I am? 
How doth he vilify himfelf! Though the fon of a prince, and 
the grandfon of a king; yet his family being under guilt and 
wrath, and himfelf poor and lame, he calls himfelf a dead dog 


der hunibling providences. If when divine providence brings 
our condition down, divine grace brings our fpirits down with 
it, we fhall be ‘eafy. And thofe who thus humble themfelves 
fhail be exalted. How doth he magnify David's -kindnefs ! 
It had been eafy to leffen it, if he had been fo difpofed. Had 
he, reftored him his father’s eftate, it was but giving him his 
own. Did he take him to his table, that was policy, that he 
might have an eye upon him. But Mephibofheth ‘thinks all | 
wonderful kind that David faid and did, and himfelf lefs than | 
‘the leaft of his favours. See 1 Sam. xvii. 18. 


9 §:Then the king called to Ziba Saul’s fer- 

vant, and {aid unto him, I have given unto thy | 
mafter’s fon all that pertained to Saul, and to | 
all his houfe. 10 Thou therefore, and thy | 
fons, and thy fervants fhall till the land for him, | 


and thou fhalt bring in the fryits, that thy, purse eka: akiat which, Albee 


! | '| communion with himfelf; fets tt 
bofheth thy mafter’s fon fhall eat bread alway "0 Set se 


mafter’s fon may have food to eat: but Mephi- | 
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at my table. Now Ziba had fifteen fons, and 
twenty fervants. 411 Then faid Ziba unto the | 
king, According to all that my lord the king 


hath commanded his fervant, fo fhall thy fer- 


vant do. As for Mephibofheth, /aid the king, 
he fhall eat at my table, as one of the king’s- 
fons. 12 And Mephibofheth bad a young fon, 
whofe name was Micha: and all that dwelt in 
the houfe of Ziba, were fervants unto Mephi- 
boiheth. 13 So Mephibofheth dwelt in Jerufa- 
lem: for he did eat continually at the king’s 
table ; and was lame on both his feet. — 


The matter is here fettled concerning Mephibofheth, 

1. This grant of his father’s eftate ts confirmed to him, and 
Ziba called to be a witnefs to it, ver. 9. and it fhould feem 
Saul had a very geod eftate ; for his father was a mighty man, 
of fubftance ; 1 Sam. ix. 1. and he had fields and. vineyards 
to beftow, 1 Sam. xxii. 7. Be it never fo much, Mephibofh- 
eth is now matter of it all. rae : 

2. The management: of the eftate is committed to Ziba, — 
who-knew what it was, and how to make the moft of it, whom, 
having been his father’s fervant, he might confide in ; and who, 
having a numerous family of fons and feryants, had hands fuf- 
ficient to be employed about it, ver. 10+ Thus Mephibofheth 
is made very eafy; having a good eftate without care, and is 
in a fair way of being very rich; having much coming in, and 
little occafion to fpend, himfelf being kept at David’s table. 


«Yet he muft have food to eat, befides his own bread, provi- 


fions for his fon and feryants; and Ziba’s fons.and fervants 
would come in for their fhare of his revenue; for which rea- 
fon, perhaps, their number is here mentioned, fifteen fons, and 
twenty fervants, who would. go near to make even with it: 
For as goods are increafed, they are increafed that eat them, and — 
what good has the owner thereof, fave the behalding of them © 
with his eyes? Eccl. v. 11. All that dwelt in the houfe of Zi- 
ba, were fervants to Mephibofbeth, ver. 12. 2 ¢. they all. lived — 
upon him, and made a prey of his eftate, under pretemce of 
waiting on him, and doing him fervice. The Jews have a fay- 
ing, “He that multiplies fervants, multiplies thieves.” Ziba 
is now pleafed, for he loves wealth, and will have enough to 
turn him in: As the king has commanded, fo fbail thy fervant 
do, ver. 11. let me alone with the eltate: And as for Mephi- 
bofbeth, (they feem to be Ziba’s words), if the king pleafe, he 
need not trouble the court; Ae fall eat at my table, and be as 
well treated as one of the king’s fons. But David will have him 
to his own table; and Mephibofheth is as well pleafed with 
his poft, as Ziba with his. How unfaithful Ziba was to him, 


aloft ; 
m 


_ God knows the-heart, but we do not. : (21) ‘The particular 
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hhand of his fervants, for his father. And Da- 
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table ; and feats them with the dainties of heaven. © Lord, 
what is man, that thou /bouldft thus magnify him $ 


RY C HAPPY) UX. : 

This chapter gives us an account ofa war David had with 
the Ammonites, and the Syrians, their allies, with the oc 
cafion and luccefs of it. 1. David Jends a friendly em- 
baffay to Hanun, hing of the Anmonites, ver. 1, 2. II, 


He, upowa bafe furmife, that it was ill intended, abujed 


David's ambafjadors, ver. 354+ TIL. David refenting ir, 

very 5. the Ammonites prepared war azainf} him, ver. 6. 

IV. David carries the war into their own country; fends 

Joab and Abifbai againft them, who addre/s themfelues to 

the baitle with a great deal of condud and bravery, ver, 
Jy 12. Ve The Ammonites, and the Syrians, their alz 

lies, werestotally routed, ver. 1 32 14. VI. The forces of 

‘the Syrians, which rallied again, werea fecond time din 

Seated, ver. 15.—19. “Thus did David advance hi; own 

_ reputations for gratitude, in returning kindneffes ; and 

Jufitcey.in repaying inpuries. ; 

A, NDiit came to pafs after this, that the kin x 
LA of the children of Ammon died, and Ha. 
nun his fon reigned in his ftead. 2 Then faid 
David, I will thew kindnefs unto Hanun the 
fon of Nahath, as his father fhewed kindnefs un- 

tome. And David fent to comfort him by the 


‘vid’s fervants:came into ‘the ‘land of the chil- 
dren of Ammon. 3 And the princes of the 
children of Ammon {aid unto Hanun their lord, 
Thinkeft:thou that David doth honour thy fa- 
ther, that ‘he ‘hath -fent ‘comforters unto thee? 
hath not David rather fent his fervant unto 
thee,.to fearch the city, and,to {py it out, and 


_ to overthrow it? 4 Wherefore Hanun took Da. 


‘vid’s fervants, and fhaved off the one-half of 
_ their. beards, and cut off their garments in the 
middle, even to their buttocks, and fent them 


‘away. 5 When they told it unto David, he 
‘fent to meet them, becaufe the men were | 
‘greatly afhamed : andthe king faid, Tarry at | 
Jericho until your beards be grown and then 


return. 


Here is, 1. The great -refpect! David paid to. his neighbour, | 
‘the king of the Ammonites, ver.’ 1, 2. (1.) The inducement 
“to it was fome kindnefles' he had formerly received from Na- | 
hath, the deceafed king. He /hewed ‘hindnefs to. me, faith ‘Da- 

vid, ver.-2.; and’ therefore (having lately had. fatisfaction, ‘in | 
‘fhewing kiadnefs' to! Mephibotheth for his father’s fake) ‘he re- | 
“folves to thew kindnefs to’ his fon, and to keep up. a friendly | 
correfpondence with him. Thus, the | pleafure of ‘doing one | 
“kind and-geneérous aétion, 'fhould excite us to.another. Nahath | 
‘had been an enemy to Ifrael, a cruel enemy, 1 Sam. xi. 2.) 
‘and yetvhad fhewed kindnefs to’ David, perhaps, only.in “con- | 
“tradiGion to Saul, who was- unkind to-him : however, if Da- 
“vid, receive’ kindnefs, he is not nice in.examinin ig the grounds 
and principles of it, but refolves -gratefully to return it. Ifa | 
_Paanifee give alms in pride, though. God will not reward it ;! 
, yet he that receives the alms ought-to ‘return. thanks for it : 


* 
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inflance of refpeét was: fending an vembaffy to condole his fa. ~ 
ther’s death, as is common among princes in alliance with each 
other; David Jent ta comfort him. Note, It ‘is a comfort to 
children, when their parents are dead, to find that their parents 
friends are theirs, and that they intend to, keep up their ac- 
quaintance with them. It isa comfort to mourners, to find 
that there are thofe who mourn with them, are fenfible of their 
lois, and thare with them jn it. It is a comfort to thofe who 
are honouring the memory of their deceafed relations, to find 
there are others who likewife honour it, and had a value for 
thofe we valued. 

2. The great affront which‘Hanun the king of the Ammon- 
ites put upon David in his ambafladors, (1.) He hearkened 
to the fpiteful fuggeftions of his princes, who infinuated,. that 
David’s ambafladors, under pretence of being comforters, wete 
fent as fpies, ver. 3. Falfe men are ready.to think others as 
falfe as themfelves; and.they that bear ill-will. to their neigh- 
bours, are refolved not to believe that their neighbours bear a- 
ny good-will to them. They would not thus have imagined 
that David diffembled, -but that they were confcious to them- 
felves that they could have diffembled to ferve a turn. An ill 
fufpicion argues an ill mind. Bifhop Patrick’s nate on this is, 
that there is nothing fo well meant, but it may be_ ill interpre- 
ted ; and is wont-to be fo-by men who love no body but them- 
felves.. Men of _the greateit honour and virtue muft not think 
it {trange if they-be thus mifreprefented. Charity thinketh no 
evil. (2.) Entertaining this vile fuggettion, he bafely abufed 
David’s ambaffadors, like a man of a fordid villainous {pirit,. 
that was fitter to rake a kennel than to wear a crown. lf he 
had any -reafon to fufpe& that David’s meflengers came on an 
ill defign, he had done; prudently enough to be upon the re- 
ferye with them, and to difmifsthem as foon as he could; but, 
it is plain, he only fought an occafion to.put the utmoft dif. 
grace he could upon them, out of an antipathy to their king 
and country. ‘They were themfelves men of horour 5. and 
mueh’ more fo, as they reprefented the prince that fent them : 
they, and) their reputation, were under the fpecial. proteétion of 
the laws. of nations ; they .put.a confidence in. the Ammonites, 
and came among-them unarmed ;. yet Hanun afed them like 
rogues and vagabonds, and worfe; /haved off the one half of their’ 
beards, and cut off their garments in the midf, to expofe them 
to the contempt and ridicule of : his fervants, that they might 
make; fport with them, and they might feem vile. Fe 

3- David’s tender concern for-his fervants that were thus a- 
bufed. He fent-to meet them, and to let them know how 
‘much he interefted himfelf in their quarrel, and how foon he - 
‘would revenge it ; and dire&ted them to ftay at Jericho,.a pri- 
vate place, where they would not -have occafion to conie into 
company till that half of their beards. which was fhaved off, 


_ Was grown to fuch a length that the other half might be de- 


cently cut to it, ver. 5. “The Jews wore their beards long,: 
reckoning it-an honour to appear aged and grave; and there- 
fore it was not fit that perfons of their rank and figure fhould 
appear at court unlike their neighbours. Change of raiment, it 
is likely, they had with them to put on, inftead of thofe which 
were cut off: but the lofe of their beards could not be fo foon 
repaired ; yet, in time, thofe would grow again, and all would 
be well. Let us learn not to Jay too much to heart unjuft re- 


_Proaches; after a while they wlil wear of of themfelves, and 


turn only to the fhame of their authors, while the injured re- 


, putation in a little time grows again, as thefe beards did. God 


tiently for him, Pfal. xxxvii. 6, 7, 
~ Some have thought that David, im this indignity he received 


will bring forth thy righteoufne[s as’ the light, thevefure wait pa- 


, from the king of zimmon, was but well enough ferved for court- 


ing and- complimenting that Pagan prince, whom he knew to be 
am 
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an inverate enemy fo Tfrael, and might now remember how, 
when he would have put out the right eyes of the men of Ja- 
befh-gilead, he defigned that, as he did this, for a reproach up- 
on all I/rael, 1 Sam.’xi. 2." What better ufage could he ex- 
pest from fuch a fpiteful family and people? Why fhould he 
covet the friendfhip of a people, which Hrael mutt have fo little 
to do with, as that an Ammonite might not enter into the 


congregation of the Lord, even to the tenth generation, Deut. 


XXill. 3. 

6 4 And when the children of Ammon faw 
that they flank before David, the children of 
Ammon fent and hired the Syrians of Beth-re- 
hob, and the Syrians of ‘Loba, twenty thoufand 
footmen, ‘and of king Maacah a_ thoufand 
‘men, and of Ith-tob twelve thoufand men. 7 
And-when David heard of it, he fent Joab, 
and all the hoft of the mighty men. 8 And 
the children of Ammon came out, and put the 
battle in aray at the entering in of the gate: 
and the Syrians of Zoba, and of Rehob, and 
Ith-tob, and Maacah, were by themfelves in 
the field. When Joab faw that the front of 
the battle was againft him before and behind, 
he chofe of all the choice men of Ifrael, and 
put them in aray againft the Syrians. To And 
the reft of the people he delivered into the 
hand of Abifhai his brother, that he might put 


them in aray againft the children of Ammon. | 


tr And he faid, if the Syrians be too ftrong 
for me, then thou fhalt help me: but if the 


children of Ammon be too ftrong for thee, then — 
I will come and help thee.,. 12 Be of good. - 
‘courage, and let us play the men for our peo- | 


ple, and for the cities of our God: and the 
Lorp do that which feemeth him good. 13 
And Joab drew nigh, and the people that were 
with him, unto the battle againft the Syrians: 
and they fled before him, 24 And when the 
children of Ammon faw that the Syrians were 
- fled, then tled they alfo before Abifhai, and 
“entered into the city: fo Joab returned from 
the children of Ammon, and came to Jerufalem. 
Here is, 1. The preparation ‘which the Ammonites make 
for war, ver. 6. They faw they had. made themfelves very o- 
dious to David; and obnoxious to his. juft difpleafure ; this 


- they might eafily forefee, when. they abufed his ambaffadors, - 
which was no other than a challenge to. war, and a bold defi-_ 


ance of him. Yet, it feems, they had not confidered how un- 
able they were, with their thoufands, to meet his; for now 
they found themfelves an unequal match, and were forced to 
“hire forces of other nations into their fervice. Thus jinners 


daringly.provoke Good, and expofe themfelves to his wrath, and . 


never confider that. he is fronger than they, 1 Cor. x. 22. The 


_Ammonites gave the affront firft, and they were the firft that | 
Had they humbled themfelves, and : 
begged David’s pardon, probably an honorary fatisfaction might | 
But when they were thus defpe- _ 
to ftand by what they had done, they courted 


raifed forces to juftify it. 


_-haye atoned for the offence. 
rately refolved 


their own ruin. 


sy Mp BT 


| they turn not, 


i 
eo 


2. The fpeedy defeent which David's forces made. upori 


“them, ver. 7... When David heard of their military prepara- 


tions, he fent Joab, with a great army, to attack them, ver. 7. 
They that are in war with the Son of David, not only give the 
provocation, but begin the war; for he waits to be gracious, . 
but they /rengthen them/elves againfi him, and therefore, if 
he will whet his fword, Pfal. vii. 12... God has 
forces to fend againft thofe that fet his wrath at defiance, If, v. 
19. which will convince them, when it is too late, that none 
ever hardened his heart againft God, and profpered. twas 
David’s prudence to carry the wat into their own country, and 
fight them at the entering in of the gate of their capital city, Rab- 
bah, as fome think, or Medeba, a city in their borders, before 
which they pitched, to guard their coaft, 1 Chron. xix. 7. 
Such are the terrors and defolations of war, that every good 
prince will, in love to his people, keep it as much as may be at 
a diftance from them. a 

3. Preparations made on both fides for an engagement, (1.3 
The enemy difpofed themfelves into two bodies; one of Am- 
monites, which being their own, were pofted at the gate of the 
city; the other of Syrians, whom they had taken into their 
pay, and who were: therefore pofted at a diftance in the field, 
to charge the forces of Ifrael in. the flank, or rear, while the 
Ammonites charged them in the front, ver. 8. (2.) Joab, 
like a wife general, was foon aware of the defign, and accord= -. 
ingly divided his forces: the choiceft men he took under his 
own command to fight the Syrians, whom, probably, he knew 
to be the better foldiers, and, being hired men, better verfed in 
the arts of war, ver. 9. The reft of the forces he put under 
the command of Abifhai his brother, to engage the Ammonites, 
ver. 10. It fhould feem Joab found the enemy fo well prepa- 
red to receive them, that his conduét and courage were never 
fo tried as now. Pet igen ies BSS eee 

4: Joab’s fpeech before the battle, ver. 11,12. — It is not 
long, but pertinent, and brave. (1.). He prudently concerts 
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i 


the matter with Abifhai his brother, that the dividing of the 


forces might not be the wakening of them; but that, which 
part foever was borne hard upon, the other fhould come in 
to its afiftance. He fuppoféth the worlt, that one -of them 


‘fhould be obliged to give back, and, in that café, upon a fig- 


nal given, the other fhould feyd a detachment to relieve that. 
Note, Mutual helpfulnefs is brotherly duty. If occafion be, 


thou fbalt help me, and I will help thee. Chrift’s foldiers fhould . _, 


thus ftrengthen one another’s hands in their fpiritual warfare. 


The ftrong muft fuccour-and help the weak. ‘They. that 


through grace are conquerors over temptation, mutt. counfel, ~ 
and comfort, and pray for thofe that are tempted: When thow 
art converted firengthen thy. brethren, Luke xxii. 32. The 
members of the natural body help one another, 1 Cor. xii. 21. 
(2.) He bravely encourageth himfelf and his brother, and the 
reft of the officers and foldiers,to do their utmoft, Great 
dangers put an edgé upon true courage... When Joab faw the 


front of the battle. was’againft him, both before and behind, 
inftead of giving orders to make an honourable retreat, he a- 


nimates his men to charge fo much the more furioufly: Be of 


good courage and let us play the-men,. not. for pay and prefer-. 
ment, for honour and fame, but for our people and for the ci- 


ties of our God ; for.the, public fafety and, welfare, in which the 


glory of God is fo much: interefted, God and our country 


Ifrael, that are our, people, defcended , from, the, fame {tock, 


for whom we are:employed, and.in whofe peace we fhall have 


peace; and from a principle of love to God, for they are his * 


_ cities that we are fighting in the defence of. The relation 
_ which any perfon or thing ftands in to ( 
- fo usy and engage us. to do. our utmoft 


fhould endear it 


\ : “fg » 
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te 
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-was the word. -- Let us:be valiant, from a principle of love to 
ee ‘ 
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‘Chap. X. WATS Se 
‘He ploufly leaves the iffue with God. Whenvwe have done 
our part, according to the daty of our place, Les. the Lord do 
that which feemeth him good. - Let nothing be wanting in. us, 
whatever the faccefs be : Jet God’s work be doné by us, and 
then God’s will be done concerning us. When we make 
confcience of doing our duty; we may; with the greatet fatis- 
¥adtion, leave the event with God; not thinking that our va- 
Jour binds him to profper us, but that fill he may do .as 
he pleafeth, yet hoping for his falvation in his own way .and 
‘time. 


Syria and Ammon; ver. 13, 14. He provided for the wort, 
and put the cafe that the Syrians or Ammonites might prove 
‘too ftrong for him, ver. 11. but he proved too ftrong for 
them both: 
preparing for difappointment. The Syrians were firft routed 
by Joab, and then the Ammonites by Abithai ; who feem not 
to have fought at all, but, upon the retreat of the Syrians, they 
fled into the city. Tt is a temptation to foldiers to fly, when 


_ “they have a city at their backs to fly to. It is one thing when 


men may either fight or fly, and another thing when they muft 
» either fight or die. ist 


Ye 3 ae And when the Syrians faw that they were 


imitten before Ifrael, they gathered themfelves 


together. 16 And Hadarezer fent, and brought: 


out the Syrians that were beyond the river, 
and they came to Helam: and Shobach the 
Captain of the hoft of Hadarezer went before 
them... 17 And when it was told David, he 
' gathered all Ifrael together, and pafled over 
~ Jordan, and came to Helam: and the Syrians 
fet themfelves in aray againft David, and fought 
with him. 18 And the Syrians fled before Lfrael, 


and David flew the men of feven hundred chariots’ 


‘of the Syrians, and forty thoufand horfem en, and 
imote Shobach the captain of their hoft, who died 
there. 19 And when all the kings that were {er- 
ants. to Hadarezer. {aw that they were fmitten 
before Ifrael, they made peace with Ifrael, and 
ferved them. Sothe Syrians feared to help the 


~ children of Ammon any more. 
Len } Seah ; 


ss Here is, 1. A new attempt of the Syrians to recover their 
‘Toft honour, and to check the progrefs of David’s vidtorious 
arms. The forces that were lately difperfed, rallied again, 


» and gathered themfelves together, ver. 1 5.) Even the baffled 


‘caufe will maké head as long as there is any life in it; the’ene- 


“mies of the Son" of David do fo, ‘Mat! xxii. 34. Rev. Six. 


10. Thefe being confcious of their infufficiency, called in’ 


the aid of their allies, and | dependencies, on'the other fide the 
river, vet. 16. and being thus recruited, they hoped to make 


i 


their part good with Tfraet ; but they kriéw not the thoughts of. 


the Lord, for hee gathered then as focaves into the floors {ee 
SR esi 
y ie eps : Yet La PAO Mall eb ee on ee ee cat fs 
_ 2. The defeat of this attempt by the vigilence and valour 


Digs. ad ile! 3 oN SS EDT EN CON | eid Lied + eves Ab as 
of David, who,’ upon notice of their ‘defign, refolved not to 


_~ May till they attacked him, but went in perfon, at the head of 


- 


"his army, over Jordan, ver. 1, and in a pitched battle routed 


_the Syrians, ver, 18. flew feven ‘thoufand men, who belonged 


Ae aes ik, 


5. The vi&ory Joab obtained over the confederate forces of 


We are never the further from fuccefs, by our. 
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their general was killed in the-battle, and David canic home 
in triumph, no doubt, - 

3+ The confequence of this victory over the Syrians. (z.) 
David gained feveral tributaries: yer, 19. The kings, or pet- 
ty princes, that had been fubject to Hadarezer, when they faw 
how powerful David was, very wifely made peace with Ifrael, 
whom ,they found they could not make war with, and [rved 
them, who were able to give them prote@tion. Thus the pro- 
mife made to Abraham, Gen. xv. 18. and repeated to Jofhua, - 
chap. i. 4. that the borders of Ifrael fhould extend to the river 
Euphrates, was performed at length. (2.) The Ammenites 
loft their old allies. The Syrians feared to help the children of 
Ammon, not becaufe they had an unrighteous cavfe, juitifying 
a crime which was a breach of the law of nations, but becaufe 
they found it was an unfuccefsful caufe. It is dangerous helps 
ing thofe that have God againft them ; for when they fall, their 
helpers will fall with them. 2, 

Jefus Chrift, the Son of David, fent his ambaffadors, his a. 
pottles and minifters, after all his fervanis the prophets, to the 
Jewith church and nation ; but they intreated them fhamefully, 
as Hanun did David’s ambafladors, mocked them; abufed them, - 
flew them: and this was it that filled the meafure of their ini« 
quity, and brought upon them ruin without remedy, Matth: xxi. 
35> 41. xxii. 7. compare 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16.; for Chrift 
takes the affronts and injuries done to his/minifters, as.done to. 


-himfelf, and will avenge them accordingly, - 


Orica P; XT Hj hs 3a 
What David faid of the mournful report of Sauls death; 
_ may more fitly be applied to the fad Story of this chapter, — 
__ the adultery and murder David was guilty of. Tell it not 
_ in Gath, publith it not in the freets oF Afkelon. We wi/b 
we could draw avail over it, and: that it might never be 
known, might never be Said, that David did fuch ill things 
as are here recorded of hin: but it cannot, tt mufi notbe 
concealed, The /cripiure ts faithful in relating the faults 
even of thofe whom it moft applauds; which 1s an.inflance 
of the fincerity of the penmen, and an evidence that it was 
not written to ferve any party: and even Such fories as 
thefe were written for our learning; thar he that thinks he 
ftands, may take heed left he fall and. that others harms 
may be our warnings. Many, no doubt, have been Ci 
boldened to fin, and hardened in tt, by this ory, and 10 
them it is a favour of death unto death 3 but many have by - 
~ it been awakened to a holy jealoufy over themfelves, and 
_ confiant watchfulnefs again} jin, and. to them it is\a {avout 
of life unto life... They are very great fins, and greatly 
aggravated, which here we find David uilty of. I. He 
committed adultery with Bath-/heba, the wife of Uriah, 
ver. 1,5. II. He contrived to father the /purious 
brood upon Uriah, ver. 6,—13. III: When that projed 
Jailed, he plotted the death ‘of Uriah by the fword of thé 
children of Ammon, and fected it, ver. 14,—2 5. IV, 
He married Bath-/heba, ver. 26, 27. Ls this David! Is 
this the man after God's own heart! How is his behavi« 
our changed, worfe than it was before Abimelech ? How 
is the gold become dim! Let him that readeth, underfiand 
what the bef? of men are, when God leaves them to them 
“Selves. Pee ats ia 


_& ND it came to pals, that alter the year was 
4 expired, at the time when kings ‘go forth 
to battle, that David fent Joab and his fervants 
with him, and all Ifrael 3 and- they deftroyed 
the children of Ammon, and befieged Rabbah : 


‘to feven hundred ‘chariots, and forty thoufand other foldiers, 


but David tarried ftill at Jerufalem. 2 q And 
3C it 


_horfe and foot, as appears by comparing 1 Chron. xix. 18. 


VoL. II, 


3°6 


it came to pafsin anisvening-tide, that David arofe’ 


from of his bed,and walked upon the roofofthe 
king’s houfe: and from the roof he fawa woman 
walhing herfelf, and the woman: was very beau- 
tiful to look upon. - 3 And David fent and in- 
quired after the woman: and one faid, /s not 
this Bath-fheba the daughter of Eliam, the wife 
of Uriah the Hittite? 4 And David fent mef- 
fengers, and tookher; and fhe came in unto 
him, and he lay with her, (for fhe was purified 
from her uncleannefs) and fhe returned un- 
to her houfe. 5 And the woman conceived, 
and fent and told David, and faid, | am with 
child. : 


Here is, 1. David’s glory in” purfuing the war againft the 
Ammonites, ver. ¥. We cannot take that pleafure in’ view- 
ing this great ation’ which hitherto we have taken’ in obfeérv- 
ing David’s atchievements, becaufe the beauty of it was ftain- 
ed and fullied by fin; otherwife we might take notice of Da- 
¥id’s wifdom and bravery in following his blow: Having 
routed the army of the Ammonites in the field,’ as foon as é- 
ver the feafon of the year pérmitted, he fent more forces to 

waite the country, and further to avenge the quarrel of his am- 
bafadors. Rabbah, their metropolis, gave them a ftand, and 
held outa great while: that city Joab laid clofe fiege to, and 
it was at the time of that fiege that, David fell into this fin. 

2. David’s thame in being himfelf conquered, and led cap- 
“tive, by his own luft. ‘The fin he was guilty of was adultery, 
againft the letter of the feventh commandment, and, in the 
~ fenfe of the patriarchal age, a heinous crime, and an iniquity to 

be punifbed by the judges; Job Xxx1. 11.5 a fin which takes a- 
' . qvay the heart, and gets a man a wound and difhonour more 

than any other, and the reproach of it is not wiped away. 
~. aff, Obferve, the occafions of this fin which led to it. 
(a2) Negle& of his bufinefs. When he fhould have been 
abroad with ‘his army in the field, fighting the battles of the 
.- Lard, he devolved the careupon others, and he himfelf tarri- 
ed flill at Ferufalem, ver. 1. ‘Fo the war withthe Syrians Da- 
_ vid wentin perfon, chap, x- 17. Had he been now at his 
pot, on the head of his forces, he had been put out of the 
way Of this temptation. When we are out of the way of our 
duty, we-are in . temptation. ps 3 Sig 

(2.) Love of eafe, and the indulgence of a flothful temper. 
. He came off his bed at evening-time, ver. 2.5 there he had dozed 
away the afternoon in idlenefs, which he fhould have {pent in 
fome exercife, for his own, improvement, or the good of o- 
thers. He wufedto pray, not only morning and evening; but at 
noon, in the day of his trouble + it is to be fearéd he had this 
‘noon omitted if, Idlenefs gives great advantage to the temp- 
ter. Standing waters gather filth. The bed of floth oft 
proves the bed of luft. si , hi * 

(3.) A wandering eye. He fay a woman wafring herfelf, 
probably from fome ceremonial pollution, according to. the law. 


The fin came in at'the eye, as Eve’s did. -Perhaps he fought 
to fee her ; at leaft he did not practife according to his own | 


prayer. Turn away, mine eyes from. bebolding vanity 3 and his 
fon’s caution in a like cafe; Look not thou on the wine when it 


Fed. . Eithet he had not, like Job, made a covenant awith — 


bis eyes, oat this time he had forgot it. 


2dly, The fteps of the fin. When he faw her, Init imme- | 


diately conceived; and, (1.) He Jnguired who fhe was, ver. 
3.5 perhaps intending only, if fhe Were unmarried, to take her 


\ 


TS i Ne, 


no defign upon hef. 


to wife, as he had taken feveral’;.butif the were a wife, having 
(2.) The corrupt defire growing more 
violent, though he was told fhe was: a‘wife, and whole wife 
fhe was, yet he fent meffengers for her,.and then, it may be, 


_ intending only to pleafe’ himfelf with her company and con- 
_ verfation, nf 


uty (3-)' When the: came, Fe Jay with her; the. 
too eafily confenting, becaufé he was-a great man, and famed: 


for his goodnefs too, Sure (thinks fhe) that’ can be no! il 


thing which fuch a man’ as David is the mover of. See how 
the way of fin is down hill: when men begin to do evil they 
cannot foon ftop themfelvés. The beginning of lult, as of /lrifes 


| is Like the letting forth of water ; iv is therefore wifdom to leave 


itioff before it be meddled with. The’ foolifly fly fires. her 
wings, and fools away her life at laft, by playing about the cans 
dle. i ' Peat? WEA i 

3dly, The aggtavations of the fix. (1.) He was now in 


Chap. X, 
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years, fifty at leat, fome think more; when thofe lufts, which “3 


ayé more propérly youthful, one would! think, fhould’ not have 


been violent in him. (2.) He had’ many wives and concubines — 


of his own. This'is infifted: ony chay.-xit 8) 


33 ) Uriah, 


whony hé wronged, was one of his’ own worthies, a perfon of © 


honour and virtue, one that was now abroad in his fervice, jeo- 


parding his life in the high places of the field, for the honour ~ 


and fafety of him and: his kingdom, where he himfelf fhould 
have been. (4.) Bath-fieba, whom’ he debauched, was a lady 
of good réputation; and, till fhe was drawn by him, and his in 
fluence, into this wickednefs, no doubt had preferved her pu- 
rity. Little did fhe think, that. ever fhe could have. done fo 
ill'a thing, as’ to forfake the guide of her youth, and forget the 
covenant of be? God ; tot, perhaps, could any one in the world, 
but David, have prevailed againft-hery The adu!terer not on- 
ly wrongs and ruins his own foul, but, as niuch as he can, an~ 
other’s foul too. (§.) David was a king whom God had in- 


trufted with the fword of juftice, and the execution of the law . 


upon other criminals, particularly upon’ adulterers, who were by 
the law to be put to' death. For litt, therefore, to be guilty of 


*thofe crimes himfelfy was to make himfelf a pattern, when he 


fhould have been a terror to evil-doers. _ With what face could 
he rebuke or punifh that in others, which he was con{cious to 


himfelf of béitig. guilty of ? Seé Rom. ii. 22. > ae 


Much fore might bé faid to aggravate the fin; and T can 
think but of one excufe for it, which is, that it was done but 
once. It was far from being his pragtice ; it was by the fur- 
prife of a temptation that he was drawn into it. He was none 
of thofe of whom the prophet complains, that they were as fed 
horfes, neighing every one aficr his neighbour's wife, Jer. v. 7, 


8.; but, this once, God left him’to himfelf, as he did Heze- 


kiah, that he might know what was in his heart, 2 Chron. 
xxxli. 31. Had he beén told of it before, he would have 


faid, as Hazael, What! is thy fervant a dog? But by this in-  ~ 


{tance we are taught what need we have to -pray every day, — 


Father in heaven, lead us not into temptation, and to watch, that 
we enter not inio tt. . » : Rese 


eyes, ie 
i 
rs 


_ 6 F And David fent, to Joab, faying, Ser 

me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab fent Uriah 
to David. 4 Aid wheti Uriah VMs conie un-_ 
to him, David demanded of bim how 
and how the people did, and how the war pro- 


{pered. 8 And David faid to Utiah, Go down. a 
‘to thy houfé, and wath th 
departed out of the king’s 


ba 


Uriah | 


* 


se 
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Uriabflept-at the door of the king's houfe, with 
all the fervants of his lord, and went not down 
to his houfe. ro And when‘they had told Da- 
‘vid, faying, Uriah went not down unto his houfe, 
David faid unto Uriah, Cameft thou not from 
thy journey? why then didft thou not go: down 
“into thine houfe? rx And Uriah faid unto Da- 
vid, The ark, and Ifrael, and Judah; abide in 
tents, and my lord Joab, and the fervants of my. 
lord, are incamped in the open fields; {hall I 


then go into mine houfe, to eat and to-drink, | 
and to lie with my wife? as thou liveft, and as. 
thy ‘foul liveth, I will not do this thing. 12. 
And David faid to Uriah, Tarry here to-day | 
alfo, and to-morrow I will let:thee depart. So | 


Uriah abode in Jerufalem, that day and the 


morrow.-. 13. And when David had called him, | 
he did-eat and drink before him, and he made © 


him drunk: and-at even he went out-to-lie‘on 


his bed with the fervants of his lord, but went | 


not down to his houfe. : 


Uriah, we may fuppofe, had now.been abfent from his wife _ 
fome weeks, making the campaign in the country of the Am-, 
monites, and not intending to return till the end of it. His - 


wife being got with child in his abfence, that (as is ufual in this 


~éafe) would bring ¢o light the hidden works of darkne/s: and. 


when Uriah, at-his return, would find how: he had been abufed, 


and by whom, it " 
profecute his.wife 


and he that is thus injured, will not Jpare in the day of venge- 
ance, Proy. vi. 34. This Bath-fheba was apprehenfive of, 
when the fent to let David know fhe was with child, intima- 
ting, that, he was concerned to protect her ; which, it is likely, 
af he had not promifed her to do, (fo wretchedly abyfing his 
royal power), fhe would not have confented to him. Hopes 
of impunity is a great encouragement to iniquity. (2.) It 
might alfo be expected, that fince he could not profecute Da- 
‘wid by law for an offence of this nature, he would take his re- 
- . -wenge'another way, and raife a rebellion againft him. There 
have:been inftances of kings, that, by provocations of this na- 
ture given to fome of their powerful fubje@s; have loft their 
scfowns.. 2 
'. ‘Yo prevent this double mifchief, David contrives to father 


Be - athe child which fhould be born upon Uriah himfelf; and there- 


fore fends for him home; to {tay a night or two with his wife. 
Obferve, : 
1. How the plot was laid: Uriah mult come home from 
the army, under pretence of bringing David an account how 
the war profpered, and how they went on with the fiege of 
“Rabbah, ver. 7. ‘Thus doth he pretend a more than ordinary 
concern for bis army, when that was,.at prefent, the leaft thing 
in his thoughts. If he had not had another turn to ferve, an 


~  vexprefs of much lefs figure than Uriah might haye fufficed to. 
_ bring him a teport-of the flate of the war.’ David having had | 


— .as,much conference with Uriah as he thought requifite to co, 
- ver the defign, fent him to his houfe; and, that he might be 
the more pleafant there, with the wife of his youth, fent a dith 
~ of meat after.him for their fupper, ver. 8. When that project 


failed the firft night, and Uriah, being weary with his journey, 


ight well be expetted, (1.) That he would 
cording to law,.and have her Stoned ta death; ‘ 
for jealoufy is the ruge of aman, epecially a man of honour ; 


and:more -defiroug of fleep than meat, lay. all night .in the 
guard-chamber, the next night he made him drunk, ver. 1 3. OF 
made him merry, tempted him-to-drink-more than was fit, tha: 
he might forget hisivow, ver. rr. and might’ be difpofed to co 
home-to his own bed ; towwhich, perhaps, if David could have 
made him dead drunk, he would have ordered him to-be car- 
ried. It is a very wicked thing, upon any defign whatloever, 
to make a perfon drunk: V7 to him that doth fa, Hab. ii. 1 <5, 
16. God-will put into their hand a cup of trembling, who 


put into the hands of others the cup of drunkennefs. Robbing 


@ man of his reafon is worfe than robbing him of his money ; 
and drawing him into fin, worfe than drawing him into any 
trouble whatfoever. “Every good man, efpecially evety magi- 
flrate, fhould endeavour to prevent this fin, by admonifhing, 
reftraining, and denying ‘the -plafs to thofe whom they fee fall. 
ing into excefs ;. but to further-it is to do the devil’$,work, and 
act as factor for him. sae 

_*2. How this plot was defeated by Uriah’s firm refolution 
Hot to go lie in his own bed. Both nights he flept with the 
life-guard, ‘and went not dawn to bis houfe ssthough, it is pro- 
bable, his wife prefled him to‘do’as much as David, ver. 9,12. 
Now, (1-) Some think he fufpegted what was done, being in- 
formed of his wife’s attendance at court; and therefore he 
would not go near her. But if he had had any fufpicion of ° 
that kind, fure he would have opened the letter that David fent 
by him to Joab. (2.) ‘Whether he fafpeced any ‘thing or no, 
Providence put this refolution into his heart, and kept him to. 
it, for the difcovering of David’s fin, and that the bafing of 
this defign-to conceal it might awake. David’s confcience to 
confefs it, and repent of it. .(3.) The-reafon he gave to Da- 
vid for this {trange inftance of felf-denial and mortification, was : 
very brave, ver. 11, That while the army was iucamped)in 
the field, he would not lie at eafe in his own houfe. The ark 
is inva tent ; whether at home, in the tent David had, pitched . . 
for it, or abroad with Joab in the camp, is not certain. Joab, 
and all the mighty men of Ifrael, lie hard and cuneafy, and 
much expofed to the weather and to-the-enemy ; and hall I 


go take my eafe and pleafure at my houfe? No; he protefts 5 fg 


he will: not doit. Now, [1.] This was itfelf a generous re- 
folution, .and)fhews Uriah to be a-man of a public fpirit, bold- 
and hardy, and mortified to the delights of fenfe. In times _ 


~ of public difficulty and danger, it doth not become us to ree 


pofe ourfelves in fecurity, or roll ourfelves in pleafare; or, with 
the king and Haman, to fit down to drink, when the city Shu-- 
Jean was perplexed, Eith. iii. ult. We should voluntarily en-: 
dure hardne/i, when the church of God is conftrained to it. 
[2.] It might have been of ufe to awaken David’s confeience, 
and make his heart to fmite him for what he had done. 1.) 
That be had bafely abufed fo brave a man as Uriah was, a 
man fo heartily concerned for-him and his kingdom, and that 
aéted for him and it with fo much vigour. °2.] That he, was 
himfelf fo unlike him. The confideration of the; public hard- 
fhips.and hazards -kept-Uriah from Jawful pleafures, yet could 
not keep David, though more nearly interefted,,from unlawfal 
ones. Uriah’s feverity to-himfelf thould have {hamed David 
for his indulgence of himfelf The Jaw was, When the hoft 
goes forth againf? the enemy, then, ina special manner, heep thy - 
Sef from every wicked thing,, Deut. xxiii. 9g. Uniah outdid © 
that law, but David-violated it. Leo a 


14 { And it came to pafs in the morning, 
that David wrote.a letter to Joaby and fent i¢ 
by the hand of Uriah. 315 And he wrote in 
the letter, faying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront - 
of the hotteft battle, and: retire ye from him, 


5 C2 ty that 


\ 
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that he may be fmitten, and die. -16 And it 
came to pafs, when Joab obferved the city, that 
he affigned Uriah unto a place where he knew. 
that valiant men were. 17 And the,-men of 
the city went out, and fought with Joab: and 
there fell /ome of the people of the fervants of 
David, and Uriah the Hittite died alfo. 18 
‘| Then Joab fent, and told David all the things 
concerning the war: 19 And charged the 
mefienger, faying, When thou haft made an 
end of telling the matters of the war unto the 
king, 20 And if fo be that the king’s wrath a- 
rife, and he fay unto thee, Wherefore approach- 
ed ye fo nigh unto the city when ye did fight ? 
knew ye not that they would thoot from the wall? 
21 Who fmote Abimelech the fon of Jerub- 
befheth? did not a woman caft a piece of a 
milftone upon him from tke wall, that he died 
in Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? then 
fay thou, Thy fervant Uriah the Hittite is dead 
alfo. 22 So the meflenger went, and came 
_ and fhewed David all that Joab had fent him 
for. 23 And the meffenger faid unto David, 
Surely,the men prevailed againft us, and came 
out unto us into the field, and we were upon 
them even unto the entering of the gate. 24 
And the fhooters fhot from off the wall upon 
thy fervants, and /ome of the king’s fervants be 
~ dead, and thy fervant Uriah the Hittite is dead 
alfo. 
‘Thus fhalt thou fay unto Joab, Let not this 


thing difpleafe thee: for the fword ‘devoureth 


one as well as another: make thy battle more 
-ftrong againft the city, and overthrow it; and 

encourage thou him. 26 4 And when the 
_ » wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her hufband was 

- dead, fhe mourned for her hufband. 
when the mourning was paft, David fent, and 
fet her:to his houfe, and fhe became his wife, 
and bare him a fon: but the thing that David 
had done, difpleafed the Lorp. . 


When David’s projeét of fathering the child upon Uriah him- 
felf failed, fo that, in procefs of time, Uriah would certainly 
know the wrong that had been done him; to prevent the fruits 
of his revenge, the devil puts it into David’s heart to take him 
off, and’ then neither he nor Bath-fheba would be in any dan- 
ger. What profecution could there be when there was no pro- 
fecutor? And fuggetting further, that when he. was out of the 
way, Bath-fheba might, if he pleafed, be his own for ever. 
Adulteries have oft occafioned murders, and one wickednefs 

“muft be covered and fecured with another. 


will end? 


‘Tt jen alved wi David's breaft, (which, one “weobia think, 


~ could never poflibly have harboured fo vile a thought), that 


Si Moe Les 


_and well he may. 


murder, of malice prepenfe. 


25 Then David faid unto the meffenger, ° 


27 And- 


_ guilty: of his death. 


The beginnings of | 
fin are therefore to be dreaded; for who knows where they © 


“Uriah mutt die; that innocent, valiant, gallant man, who was . 


iY 
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ready to die for his-prince’s honour, muft die by his prince’s 
hand. David. has finned, and Bath-fheba has. finned, and 
both again{t him ; and therefore he mutt die; David determines. 
he mutt. Is this the man whofe heart fmote him becaufe he 
had cut off Saul’s fkirt? Quanto mutatus ab illo! 1s this he 
that executed judgment and juftice to all his people? How 
can henow do fo unjuft a thing? See how flefhly lufts war 
againit the foul, and what devattations they make in that war 
how they blind the eyes, harden the heart, fear the confcience, 


and deprive men of all fenfe of honour and juftice. Whofo - 
committeth adultery with a woman, lacketh underftanding, and ~ 
quite lofeth it ; be that doth it, deftroys his own foul, Prov. vi. # 


2. a 
: But as the eye of the adulterer, fo the hand of the murder-— 
er, feeketh concealment, Job xxiv. 14, 15. Works of dark- 
nefs hate the light. When David bravely flew Goliath, it was 
done publicly, and he gloried in it; but when he bafely flew 
Uriah, it muft be done clandeftinely ; for he is afhamed of it, 
Who would do a thing that he dare not 
own? The devil having, as a poifonons ferpent, put it into 
David’s heart to murder Uriah, as a fubtle fervant, he puts it 
into his head how to do it; not as Abfalom flew Amnon, by: 
commanding his fervants to aflaflinate him, or as Ahab flew 
Naboth,. by fuborning witnefles to accafe him ; but by expo- 
fing him to the enemy ; a way-of doing it which perhaps would 
not feem fo odious to confcience and the world, becaufe fol-— 
diers expofe themfelves of courfe. If Uriah had.not been in - 


that dangerous poft, another muft: he has (as we fay) achance 


for his life: if he fight ftoutly, he may, perhaps, come off; and 
if he die, it is in the bed of honour, where a foldier would chufe - 
to die; and yet all this will not fave it from being a wilful 

1. Orders are fent to Joab to fet Uriah in’ the front of the 
hotte/ battle, and then to defert him, and abandon him to the 
‘enemy, ver. 14, 15. This was David’s projeét to take off 
Uriah, and it fucceeded as he defigned. Many were the ag--. 
gravations of this murder. (1.) It was deliberate. He took - 


time to confider of it: and though he had time to confider of ~ 
it, for he wrote a letter about it, and though he had time to have - 


countermanded the order afterwards, before it. could be put in 
execution ; yet he did hot do it. (2.) He fent the letter by 
Uriah himfelf ; than which nothing could be more bafe and bar- 


barous, to make him acceffory to his own death. And what 


a paradox was it, that hé could bear fuch a malice againft hint, 
in whom yet he could repofe fuch a confidence, as that he 
would carry letters which he muft not know the purport.of ? = 


'(3-) Advantage mult be taken of Uriah’s own courage and — 


zeal for his king and country, -which deferved the greateft 
praife and recompenfe, to betray him the eafier to his fate. If ° 
he had not been forward to expofe himfelf, perhaps, he was a. 
man of fuch'a figure, that Joab could not have expofed him; . 


-and that this noble fire fhould be defignedly turned upon him- 
| ; _ Ci sabe ae 
mult be involved in the guilt. Joab the general, to whom the 
blood of his foldiers, efpecially the worthies, ought to be pre- 
cious, muft doit: he, and all that retife from- Uriah, when. ~- 


felf, was a moft deteftable inftance of ingratitude. 


they ought in confcience to fupport and fecond him, becor 


party he commands, is in danger of being cut: off with him:;- 


and it proved fo: Some of the people, ‘even the fervants of. 


David, (fo they are called, to aggravate David’s fin, in beir 


fo prodigal of their lives), fell with him, ver. 15. Nay, ‘this. 
wilfal ill condué, by which Uriah muft be betrayed, might be _ 


(3+) Uriah cannot thus die: alo the | 


of fatal confequence to the whole army, and have obliged them» : 
to raife the fiege. 6.) It will be the triumph and joy of the — 


b Beg a & 


, Ammonites, the forn-enemies of Godsand Ifrael; it wil 
. Sen grates 7 


mh @ 


fo? ver. 21. 


- which there they found had been fatal. 


other 5 it was the chance of war, 


y" 


‘Chap: xP 


gratify them exceedingly, David prayed for himfelf, “that he’ 


might not fall into the hands of man, nor flee before his enemies, 
chap. XXiv. 13, 14. yet he fells his fervant: Unah to the Am- 


- . Monites, and not for any iniquity in his hand. . 


2. Joab executes thefe orders. In the next affault that was 
made upon the city, Uriah has the mo(t dangerous poft aflign- 
ed him ; is put in hopes, that if he be repulied by the befieg- 
ed, he fhall be relieved by Joab; in dependence on which he 
marches on with refolution ; but fuccours not coming in, the 
fervice proved too hot, and he was {lain init, ver. 16,17. It 
was ftrange, Joab would do fo ill a thing purely upon a letter, 
without knowing the reafon. ~ But, (1.) Perhaps he fuppofed 
that Uriah had been guilty of fome great crime, to inquire in- 
to which David had fent for him ; and that, becaufe he would 
mot punifh him openly, he took this courfe with him to put 
him to death. (2.) Joab had been guilty of blood; and we 
may fuppofe it pleafed him very well, to fee David himfelf fall- 
ing into the fame guilt ; and he was willing enough to ferve 
him in it, that he might continue to be favourable tohim. It 
‘Is common for thofe ~yho have done ill themfelves, to defire to 


be countenanced therein by others doing ill likewife, efpecially | 


by the fins of thofe that are eminent in the profefion of reli: 
gion. Or, perhaps, David knew that Joab had a pique againft 
Uriah, and would gladly be revenged on him, otherwife Joab, 
when he faw caufe, knew how to difpute the king’s ordersy as 
chap. ‘KXxIv. 3. xix. 5. 

3. He fends an account of it to David. An exprefs is dif 
patched away prefently, with a report of this laft difgrace and 
lofs they had fuftained, ver. 18. And, to humour the thing, 
(1.) He fuppofeth that David would appear to be angry at his 

“ill. condu@, would afk why they came fo near the wall, ver: 
20, Did they not know that Abimelech loft his life by doing 
We had the ftory, Judg. ix. 53. which book, 
it is likely, 
Samucl’s time : and (be it noted to their praife, and for imi- 
tation) even the foldiers were converfant with their Bibles, and 


could readily quote the feripture {tory, and make ufe of it for 


admonition to themfelves, not to run upon the fame attempts, 
(2-) He flily orders 


the meffenger to footh it up, with telling him that Uriah the 


_ Hittite was dead alfo ; which gave too broad an intimation to 


the meflenger, and by him to others, that David would be fe- 
cretly pleafed to hear that ; fot murder will out. And when 
men do fuch-bafe ill things, they muft expect to be bantered 
‘and upbraided with them, even by their inferiors. The mef. 
fenger delivered his errand well enough, ver. 22, 23,24. He 
makes the befieged to fally out firft upon the befiegers. ‘They 


~ came out unio us into the field ; reprefents the befiegers as doing 


their part with great bravery, We were pon them, even tothe 
entering of the gate, we forced them to retire into the city with 
“precipitation ; and fo comes off with a flight mention of the 
‘flaughtet made among them by fome thot from the wall : Some 


of the king’s fervants are deads and ‘particularly Uriah the 


Hittite, an officer of note, {tood firft in the lift of the flain. 
_. « 4» David receives the account with a fecret fatisfa@ion, ver. 


25. Let not Joab be difpleafed, for David is not; he blames 


not his conduét, ner thinks they did ill to approach fo near the 


“wall ; all is well now, Uriah is got out of the way. This 


“point being gained, he‘can make light of the lof; and turn it 
off eafily with an excufe, the fword devours one as well as an- 
nothing more ordinary. He 
orders Joab to make the battle more flrong next time, while he 
by his fin was weakening it, and provoking God. to, blalt the 
undertaking “~ lay a 


Laftly,, He married the widow ina Jittle time. She fub-- 
mitted to the ceremony of ‘mourning for her hufband, as_little 


3 
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was publithed, «as a part of the facred hiftory, in .|: 


— 
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a time as cuftom would admit, ver: 25. and then David “took 
her to his houfe as his wife, and the dare him a fon. Uriah’s 
revenge was prevented by his death ; but the birth of the child, 
fo foon after the marriage, publifhed the crime ; fin will have 
fhame. Yet that was not the wort of it, the thing’that David 
had done di/pleafed the Lord; the whole matter of Uriah, as it 
is called, 1 Kings xv. 5. the adultery, falfehood, murder, and 
this matriage at laft, it was all difpleafing tothe Lord. He 
had pleafed bimfelf, but difpleafed God. Note, God fees and 
hates fin uf his own people. Nay, the’ nearer any are to’ God 
in profeflion, the more difpleafing to him their fins are; for in 
them there is more ingratitude, treachery, and reproach, than 
in the fins of others. Let none therefore encourage themfelves 
in fin by the example of David ; for they that fin as he did, 
will fall under the difplesfure of God ashe did. Let us there- 
fore fland in awe, and fin not ; not fin after the fimilitude of) 
his tranfgréffion. |: 
4g CH APs XH: = 
The foregoing chapter gave us the account of David's fin, 
ibis of his repentance : though he Sell, be was not utterly 
caft down ;. but by the grace of God recovered bim/elf, 
and found mercy with God. Here ts, }. His conviction, . 
by a meffage Nathan brought him from God, which was 
a parable that obliged him to condemn himfelf ver. 1.—=- 
6. and the reddition of the parable, in which Nathan char- 
gd him with the fin, ver. 7,—9. and pronaunceth fentence 
upon him, ver. 10,——12. II. His repentance, and remu/- 
Sin, with a provifo, ver. 13; 14. I1I.-The JSickne/s and 
death of the child, and bis behaviour while it was Sick, 
and when it was dead, ver. 1 5:—23. in both which Da-. 
vid gave evidences of his repentance. IV. The birth of 
Soloman, and God's gracious meffage concerning him 3 in 
which God gave an evidence of bis reconciliation to David, 
ver. 24, 25. V. The taking of Rabbah, ver. 26;—31. | 
which ts mentioned as a further infrance, that God did not. 
deal with David according to his fras. fa 
ND the Lorp fent Nathan unto David.: 
A and he eame unto him, and {aid unto him, » 
There wére two men in one city; the one rich, 
and the other poor. 2 The rich man had eX-.. 
ceeding many flocks and herds: 3 But the 
poor man had nothing fave one little ewe-lamb, 
which he had bought and nourithed up: and. 
it grew up together with him, and with his chil- 
dren ; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of 
his own cup, and lay in his bofom, and was un-. 
to him as a daughter. 4 And there came a. 
traveller unto the rich man, and he {pared to 


take of his own flock, and of his own herd, to: ~ 


drefs for the wayfaring man that was come un- 
to him, but took the poor man’s lamb, and. 
dreffed it for the man that was come to him. 


5 And David’s anger was greatly kindled a-. 


gain{t the man, and he faid to Nathan, As the 
Lorp liveth, the man. that hath done this thing, . 
fhall. furely die. 6 And he {hall reftore the. 


lamb fourfold, becaufe he did this- thing, and * 


becaufe he had no pity. 7-4 And Nathan. 


faid to David, Thou art the man. Thus faith. 


the Lorp God of Ifrael, I anointed thee king - 
; overe 


‘ 


\ 


fight of this fun. © 


oe 


over Ifrael, and I delivered thee out of the 


hand of Saul: 8 And I gave thee thy mafter’s 
houfe, and thy mafter’s wives into thy bofom, 


and gave thee the houfe of Ifrael and of Judah 5 » 


and if chat had been too little, 1 would more- 
over have given unto thee fuch and fuch things. 


.g Wherefore haft thou defpifed the command- 
gent of the Lorp, to do evilin his fight? thou | 


hatt killed Uriah the Hittite with the fword, 
and hatt taken his wife to be thy wife, and hatt 
flain him with the fword of the children of Am- 
mon. -10 Now therefore the fword fhall never 
depart from thine houfe ; becaufe thou hat de- 
fpifed me, and haft taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be thy wife. 
Behold, I will raife up evil againft thee out of 
thine own houfe, and Iwill take thy wives be- 


fore thine eyes, and give them unto thy neigh-. 


‘bour, and he fhall lie with thy wives in the 


but I will do this thing before all Ifrael, and be- 
fore the fun. 
T have finned again{ft the Lorp. And Nathan 


- faid unto David, The Lorp alfo hath put away 


. thy fin; thou fhalt not die. 
-caufe by this deed thou haft given great occa-_ 


14 Howheit, be- 


fion to the enemies of the Lorp to blafpheme, 
‘the child alfo tbat 1s born unto thee, fhall fure- 
ly die. pO eee et ian 


Tt feems to have been a great while after David had been» 
guilty of adultery ‘with Bath-fheba, before he was brought to 
repentance for it: for when Nathan was fent to him, the child | 
-was born, ver. 14.. So that it was: about nine months that 
“David Jay under the guilt of that fin, and, for ought appears, _ 

“ unrépented of. What fhall we think of Davids {tate all ‘this | 


owhile ? Can we imagine his heart never {mote him for it?) or 
that he never lamented it in fecret before God? I would wil- 


lingly hope be did; and that Nathan was fent to him imme- | 


diately upon the birth of the child, when the thing by that 
means came to be publicly known and talked of, to draw from 
‘him an open confeflion of the fin, to the glory of God, the ad- 


- smonition of others, ‘and that he might receive by Nathan ab- 


my dips, Pfal. li. 12, 15. Let us obferve, 


? 


-folution, with certain limitations. But, during thefe nine months, _ 


we may well fuppofe his- comforts, and the exerciles of his 


graces, fufpended, and his communion with God interrupted, | 


during all that time; for certain he penned no pfalms, his harp 
was out of tune, and his foul like a tree in winter, that has life 
in the root only : therefore, after Nathan had been ‘with him, 
he prays; Reflore unto me the joy of thy falvation, and open thou 
4. The meffenger God fent to him. We were told, by 
the laft words of the foregoing chapter, that the thing David 
had done difpleafed the Lord ; wpon which one would think it 
fhould have followed, that the Liord fent: enemies to invade 
him, terrors to take hold on him, and the meffengers of death 
to arre(t him: No, he fent a prophet to him, Nathan, his faith- 


_ ful friend and confident, to inftruét and. counfel him, ver. 1. 


, David did not fend for Nathan, though he had never fo much 
soccafion’as he had now for his ¢onfeffor ; but God fent Na- 


¢ 
f 


1 


11 Thus faith the Lorpb, 


12 For thou didft zt fecretly : 


13 And David faid unto Nathan, — 


* 


than to David. Note, Though God may fuffer his people ta 
fall into fin, he will not fuffer them to lie (ul io it. | Hewent 
on frowardly in ihe way of his heart, 


evays, and qwill heal him, Ua. lvit. 07,48, He fends after us 
before we feek after him, elfe we fhould certainly be loft. .Na- 
than.was-the prophet by whom God had fent him notice of 
his:kind intentions towards him, chap, vu. 4. and now .by the - 
fame hand he fends him this meflage‘of wrath. .Gad’s word, 
in-thé mouth of his minifters, mult be received, whether it - 
fpeaks terror or comfort. Nathan was obedient to the heaven- 


_ ly vifion, and weat on God's errand to. David. He did not 


fay, Dawid has finned, [will mot. come near thim: Ne; couat 
him-zot as an enemy, but admonif him as a brother, 2 Theil, 
i. 15. He did not fay David is a king, I dare not reprove 
him: No; if God fend him, he jets his face like a jlint, Ua. 
I. . 


conviction. wi arate nese 
tf, He fetched a compafs with a parable ; which feemed 
to David asa complaint made to him by Nathan, againft one 
of his fubjects that had wronged his poor neighbour, in order 
to his vighting the injured, and punifhing the injursous. Na- | 
than, it is likely, ufed to come to him upon fuch, errands, 
which made this the lefs fufpected. It becomes thofe who 
have intereft in princes,.and have free accefs.to them, to inter-_ 
cede for thofe.that are wronged, that ‘they may have right ~ 
done them. i$ hay ee : 
(1.) Nathan reprefented to David.a notorious injury, which 


an ts) 
Bey 


‘a rich man had done to an honeft neighbour of his, that was 


not able to contend with him: The rich man had many flocks 


-and herds, ver. 2.3 the poor man had one only, fo unequally _ 
is the world divided; and yet infinite wifdom, -righteoufaefs, 
-and goodnefs, makes the dividend, that 'the rich may Jearn.cha-- 


rity, and the poor contentment. This poor men had- but. one 
lamb, a eawe-lamd, a little ewe-lamb, having not wherewithal to 
‘buy or keep more. But it was a cade lamb, (as we call it) ; 
ategrew up 


poor man’s Jamb from him, by violence, and made ufe of that, 
ver. 4.3 either out of covetouineds, becaufe he prudged to. make 
ufe of his own 3-or rather-out -of luxury, becaufe he. faneied 
the lamb that was thus tenderly kept, and eat and drank like.a 
child, mnft needs be more délicate food than any of his own, 
and have avbetter relifh. sd asa ts Ah Scares ieee 
(2.) In this he-fhewed ‘him the evil of the fin he had been 


guilty of, ia defiling Bath-fheba. He jbad many wives and. 


concubines, whom he.kept-at a diftance, as. rich men keep their 
flocks intheir fields.. Had she had but.one, and had fhe been 
dear to him, as the ewe-lamb was.to 1's owner ;~had dhe been | 


ed no further, Proy. v. 19. “Marrying is a.remedy againft for- 
nication.but :rparnying:many is not ;/for when once the aw of 
unity/is ‘tranfgretied, the indulged daft will hardly ft it itfelf, 
Uriah, like therpoor man, had.only-one. wife, who-was to bim 


vas his own’ foul; and always Jay tn his bofoms for he had no o- ‘ 
ther,he defired no other to lay there. | The traveller.or way- Pe 


faring man was, as Bp Patrick explains it from the Jewith 


owriters,.the evil imagination, difpefition, or defire, which.came 
«into David’s*heart, which. be might have: fatisfied with fome of 
ohis own ;-yetnothing would ferve but Ui 


iah’s darling. They 
obferve, that this. evil -difpofition is called a traveller ; for in 
the beginning it is only fo, but in time it-becomeés'a gueft, and 


sin conclufion is mafter of the-houfe : fur he that.is here called 
‘ ee a 


q\ } 


~ 1 s 
ee oh 


with his children, ver. 3.; he was :fond “of it, and — 
it wasfamiliar with him at bed and board. The sich ‘man ~ 
having. occafion for a lamb to entertain a friend with, took the 


and, if left to himfelf, res 
would wander endlefsly ; but (fanh God) J have feen bis tf 


é The meffage Nathan delivered to him, in .order .to his : 


a Chap. XI, } 


tas 


x 


+e 


dear to him, as the loving bind.and the pleafant voey her breafts —— 
omvould have fatisfied him-at all times, and he would have look-- 


ee 


Chap. XI, I. S A MU & f. 3 sgt 


# traveller in the beginning of the verfe, is called a man (ifr, x 
hufband) in.the clofe of it Yer’fome obferve, that in David’s 
breaft Juft was but asa wayfariag man, that tarries only for a 
“night 5 it did not conttantly dwell and tule there, . 
(3-) By this parable, he drew from David a fentence-againtt 
himfelfi - For David, {wppofing it to be a cafe in faét, aad not 
doubting the truth of ity when he had tt fronr Nathas himfelf; 
gave judgment immediately again{t the offender, and confirmed 


it with an oath, ver. 5, 6. L£.] That-for his injattice, ia ta2 | 


king away the lamb, he fhould reftore fourfold, ‘according to 
the law, Exod. xxii. 1. Four fheep fora fpeep. [2:} That 


for his tyranny and cruelty, aad. the pleafure he took in abufing | 


@ poor man, he fhould be put to death. If a poor man {teal 
from a rich man, to Satisfy his foul when he is hungry, he thall 
make reftitution, though it coft him all zhe Subfance of his houfe, 
Proy. viv 30, 31.5 (and Solomon there compares the fin of a- 
~ dultery with that, ver. 32.) .But ifa rich man fteal for fteal- 
ing fake, not for want but wantonnels,: purely that he may be 


reftitution is no punifhment, or next to nene. Ifthe fentence be 
thought too fevere, it muft be imputed to the prefent roughnefs 
of David’s temper, being under guilt, and not having himfelf as 
yet received merey. 
» 2dly, Fee clofed’in with him at length in the application of 
the’ parable. In begmniag with a parable he fhewed his pru- 
dence’; and great need there is of prudence in giving reproofs. 
Tt is well managed, if, as here, ‘the offender can be brought, 
ere he is aware, to convié and condemn himfelf. « But here, 
in his application, he thews his faithfulnefs, and deals as plain- 
ly and. roundly with king David himfelf, as if he had. been a 
common perfon. In plain terms, Thou art the man who halt 
done this wrong, and a much greater to thy neighbour; and 
_ therefore, by thine own fentence, thou defervett to die 3 and 
- fhalt be judged out of thy own mouth: did he deferve to die 
who took his neighbour’s lamb, and doft not thou, who halt 
teken thy neighbour’s wife ? Though he took the lamb, he did 
not caufe the owner thereof to lofe his life, as thou ha{t done %. 
and therefore much more art thou worthy to die. 
Now he {peaks immediately from God, and in his name ; 


begins with, Thus faith the Lord God of Ifraels aname facred - 


and venerable to David, and which commanded his attention. 
“Nathan now {peaks not as a petitioner for a poor man, but as 
an ambaflador from the great God, with whom is no refpect of 
perfons. 

tf, God, by Nathan, minds David of the great things. he 


had done and defigned for him, anointing him to be king, and” 


‘ preferving himy to the kingdom, ver, 7+ giving him power over 
the houfe and houfehold of his predeceffor,and of others that 


“A _ had been his matters ; Nabal for one > he had given him’ the. 


houfe of Ifrael’and Judah; the wealth of the kingdom was at 
his fervice, and every body was willing to oblige him: and 
"Was ready to beftow any thing upon him, to make him eafy :. 
L would have given thee fuch cal fuch things, ver..8. See 


how liberal God is in his gifts: we are-not {traitened'in him: 


. Where he has given much, yet he gives more. And God’s 


bounty to.us is a great aggravation of our difcontent, and the 
‘defire of forbidden fruit. It is ungrateful to covet what God 


__. has prohibited, while we have liberty to pray for what God 


\ 


has promifed, and that is enough. 
| ddly; Fle charges him with a hight contempt of the divine 
; authority, in the fins. he had been guilty of : Wherefore haf 


thou (prefumning upon thy royal dignity and power) de/pi/ed the 


commandment of the Lord? ver. 9. ‘This is the fpring, and 


_, this the maligmity of fin, that it is making light of the divine 


Jaw, and the lawmaker ; as if the ‘obligation of it were weak, 
the precepts of it trifling, and the threats not at all formidable... 


| Though no: mac ever wrote moré honourably of the law of 


God than David did,’ yet in-this-iaftance he- is. juftly charged 


| with a contempt of it. — His adultery with Bath-theba, which 


began the mifchief, is not mentioned, perhaps becaufe he was 
already convinced of that : but, (1.) ‘Phe murder of Uriah is 


twice mentioned: Thou haft killed Uriah. with the frword ; 


though not thy fword, yet, which is all one, with thy: pen, or-. 
dering-him to be flain. They that contrive wickednefss and 
command it, are as truly guilty of it as thofe that execute its. , 
It ts repeated: with an aggyavation: Thou haft flain him wiih 
the fesord of the children of Ammon, thofe upcircumcifed enee: 
mies of God and Ifrael. (2.). The marrying of Bath-theba, 


is likewife twice mentioned, becaufé he thought there was no 


s harm in that: ver. 9. Thou haf taken his wife to be thy wifog: 


and again, ver. 10. To marry her whom he had defiled, and 
whofe bufband he had flain, was an affront upon the ordinance 
of marriage, making that not dnly to palliate, but in a mannep to» 


| confecrate fuch villanies. In all this he-defpifed the word of the 
old ae and vexatious, he deferves to die for it ; for to him | 


Lord; fo it isin the Hebrew ; not only his. commandment in 
general, which forbade fach things, but the particular word of 
promife, which Ged had, by Nathan, fent to him fome time. 


| before, that he would build him a thoufe ; which facred pro- 
mife, if he had had a due value and veneration. for, he would: S 


not thus have polluted his houfe with lu{t and blood, 
3d/y, He threatens an entail of judgments. upor his family: 


} for this fin: ver. 10. The {word fall never depart from thy 


houfe, notin thy time, nor afterwards, but, for. the moft party. 
thou and thy pofterity fhall be engaged in wars Or it points: 
at the flaughters that fhould be among his children, Anmon,. 
Abfalom, and Adonijah, all falling by the fword. God. had 
promifed, that his mercy fhould not depart from him and his 
houfe, chap. vii. 15. yet here threatens that the fword thould 
not depart. Cam the mercy and the {word confit with each, 
other? Yes; thofe may lie under great and long afflictions, 
who yet fhall not be excluded from the grace of the covenant. 
The reafon piven is, becaule thou haft defpifed me. Note,.Thofe: 
who defpife the word-and law of God,.defpife, God himfelf,, 
and fhall be lightly efteemed. ae 

It is particularly threatened, (1.) That his. children thould! 


be his’ grief: J will rai up evil againft thee out of thine own: 
_ haufe. Sin brings trouble into a‘family, and:one fin is oft: 


made the punifhment of another. (2.) That his wives fhould: ° 
be bis fhame ; that, by an unparalleled piece of villasy,. they: 
fhould be publicly Wdebauche before all Hfrael, ver. 13, 42. 
Itis not faid it fhould be done by his own fon,, left the ac-- 
complifhment fhould ‘have been hindred by the prediction’s:be- 
ing too plain ; but it was done by Abfalom, at the counfel of ' 
Ahitophel, chap. xvi. 21, 22. He that defiled his nzighbour’s- 
wife, /hould have his own defiled; for thus that fn uled to: be. 
punifhed, as appears by }ob’s imprecation, Job xxxi. 10. Then: 
let my wife grind unto another, and that threatenig, Hof: iv. 
14. The fin was fecret, and induftrioufly concea'ed; but the: 
pubifhment fhould be open, and! induftrioufly proclaimed, ' to. 
the fhame of David, whofe fin, in the matter of Uriah, though 
committed many years before, would then be called to mind,, 
and commonly talked of upon that occafion. As face anfwers. 


to face in a glafs, fo doth the punifhment oft anfwer the fisgess. ” 


Here is blood for blood, and uneleanne/s for uncleannefs. And. 
thus God would fhew*how much he Hates fin, even in his:own: 


‘people ; and wherever he finds it, will not let it go unpunifhed.. 


3. David’s penitent confeffion of his fin hereupon. He faith’ 
not a word to exenfe himfelf, or extenuate his fin, but freely: 
owns it: J have finned againft the Lord, ver. 13. - It is likely 


he faid more to this purpofe ; but this is enough to fhew. that: 


he was trily humbled by what. Nathan faid, and fubmitted: ° 
himfclf to the convidion. He owns his guilt, Z have finned 3: 
; and! 
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On this fring he 
Ph. li. 4. 


tion to God, that they furnith 


pe 


~ 15 G And Nathan departed unto his houfe’: 
and the Lorp ftruck the child that Uriah’s wife 
bare unto David, and it was very fick. 16.Da- 


_ wid therefore befought God for the! child, and 


- David fafted, and went in, and lay all night - 


upon the earth. 17’ And the elders of his houfe 


arofe, and went.to him, to raife him up. from - 


the earth: but jhe would not, neither “did he 
eat bread with them: . 18,And it came to pats 
on the feventh day, that the child died sand - 


child was dead: for they faid, Behold, while 


the child was yet alive, we fpake, unto him, and _ 


he would not hearken unto our voice: how 
will he then vex himfelf, if we tell him that the 
child is dead? 19 But when Dayid faw that his 


fervants whifpered, David perceived that, the 


child was dead: therefore. David .faid unto his 


fervants, Is the childdead? And they faid, He © 


is dead. 20 Then David'’arofe from the earth, 


-and wathed, and anointed bim/eif, and changed 


his apparel, and. came. into the, houfe of the 
Lorp, and worfhipped: then he came to- his . 
own houfe, and when ‘he required, they fet 
bread before him,and he did eat. 21 Then 


{aid his fervants unto him, What thing zs this: 


that thou haft done? thou didft faft and weep 
for the child wibile it was alive; but when the. 
child was dead, thou didft rife'and eat bread. 
22 And he faid, While the child was yet alive, 
I fafted: and wept: for I. faid, Who can tell 
whether God will be gracious to me, that the 
child may live? 23 But now he is dead, where- 
fore fhould I faft? can I bring him back again? 


I fhall go to him, but he fhall not return to. me. ~ 


| 24. ‘ 
wife, and went in unto her, and lay with her: 


And David comforted Bath-theba his 


and fhe bare a fon, and he called his‘ name So-— 
lomon; and the Loxp loved him. 25 And 
he fent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; 


Nathan having done his etrand, ftaid not at court, but went. 
home, probably, to pray for David, to whom: he had been 
preaching. God, in making ufe of him as an_iaftrument to 
bring David to repentance, and as the herald, both _of mer- 
nified his word above all his name, : David. named one of his 
fons, by Bath-fheba, Nathan ,.in honour of this prophet, 1 Chr. 


iii. 5.5 and it’ was that fon, of whom Chrift, the’ great prophet, 


lineally defeended, Luke iii. 31. When Nathan retired, Da- 


ed of what 
Rist) 3 aes 
- them, 
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Here is, 1. The child’s illnefs. ~The Lor 
22 me 


the fervants of David feared to.tell him thatthe ~~ 


and he called his name Jedidiah becaufe of 
the Lorp. sae ; = A ae : reton i ae - = ae ge 


cy and judgment, put an honour upon the miniftry, and mag- 
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cially. as they are fometimes fadly civcumftanced, are fenfible 
‘proofs of the original fin in which they are conceived. 

2. David’s humiliation under. this token of God’s difplea- 
fure, and the’ interceffion he made with God for the life of the 
child, ver. 16, 17. He fafted, and lay all-night upon the carth, 
and would not fuffer any of his attendants, either to feed him 
‘or help him up. ‘this was an evidence of the truth of his re- 
pentance. Tor, (1.) Hereby it appeared that he was willing 
to bear the fhame of his fin, to have it ever before him, and to 
‘be continually upbraided with it: for this child would be a 
continual memorandum of it, both to himfelf and others, if he 
lived; and therefore, he was fo far from defiring its death, as 
oft in that cafe do, that he prayed earne(tly for its life. True 
penitents patiently bear the reproach of their youth, and their 
youthful lufts, Jer. xxxi. 19. (2.) A very tender compaflion- 
ate fpirit appeared in this, and great humanity, above what is 
commonly found in men, efpecially men of war, towards little 
children, ‘even:their-own; and’ this was another fign of a bro- 
ken contrite: fpirit, They that are penitent will be pitiful. 
_ (3-) He difcovered in this a: great concern for another world, 
which is an evidence of repentance. Nathan had told him that 
certainly the child fhould die; yet, while it is in the reach of 
-prayer, he earneftly intercedes with God for it, chiefly (as we 
may fuppofe) that its foul might be. fafe and happy in another 
world, and that his fin might not come again{t the child, and 
that it might not. fare the worfe for that in the future ftate, 
(4.) He difcovered in this ‘a holy dread of God, and of his 
difpleafure. He deprecated the death of the child, chiefly as 
it-was a token of God’s anger again{t him and his houfe, and 
was inflicted in performance of a threatening; therefore he 
prayed thus earne(tly, that, if it were the will of God, the child 


might live, becaufé that would be to him a token of God’s be- - 


ing reconciled to him. Lord, chaflen me not in thy hot di/plea- 
fure, Pfal. vi. 1. 
3. The death of the child: It died on the Seventh day, ver. 


15. when it was feven days old; and therefore not circumci-: 


fed, which David might, perhaps, interpret as a further token 
‘of God’s difpleafure, that it died before it was brought under 
the feal of the covenant. Yet he doth not. therefore doubt of 
‘its being happy, for the benefits of the covenant do not depend 
‘upon ‘the feals. David’s fervants, judging of him by. them- 
felves, were afraid to tell him that the child was-dead, conclu- 
_ ding, that then he would difquiet himfelf moft of all fo that 
‘he knew not till he afked, ver. 19. 

4. David’s wonderful calmnefs and compofednefs of fpirit, 
‘when he underftood the child was dead. Obferve, (1.) What 
he did. He, [1.] Ceafed the expreflions of his forrow, wath- 
ed and anointed himfelf, and called for clean linen, that he 
“might decently appear before. God in his houfe. 
"went up to the tabernacle, and worfbipped, like Job, when he 
‘heard of the death of his children, He went to acknowledge 
the hand of God in the affli@ion, and to humble himfelf un- 
‘der it, and fubmit to his holy will in it; to thank God that 
he himfelf was fpared, and his fin pardoned ; and to pray that 
God would not proceed in his controverfy with him, nor {tir 
‘up all his wrath. Zs any afflided ?. let him pray. Weeping 
muft never hinder worfhipping. [3.] Then he went to his own 
oufe, and refrefhed himfelf, as. one who found benefit: by. his 


religion in the day of his affliGtion ; for; having worhipped, he 
an and his countenanc-.rwas no more fad. (2.) The rea- 


fon he gave for what he did. . His fervants thought it very odd, 
“that he fhould affi& himfelf fo for the ficknefs of the child, 
and yet take the death of it fo eafily; and afked him the rea- 
fon of it, ver. 21. In anfwer to which, he gives this plain 
account of his conduét. [1-] That, while the child was alive, 
‘he’ thought it his duty to importune the divine fayour towards 
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[2.] He: 


owe 


it, ver. 22. Nathan had indeed {aid the child fhould die ; 
but, for ought he knew, the threatening might be conditional, 
as that concerning Hezekiah; and that, upon his great humili- 
ation and earnett prayer, he that had fo often heard the voice of 
his weeping, might be pleafed to reverfe the fentence, and {pare 
the child: Wo can tell whether God will yet be gracious to me? 
God gives us leave to be earne(t with him in prayer for parti. 
cular, bleffings, from a confidence in’ his power and general 
mercy, though we have no particular promife to build upon ; 
we cannot be fure, yet let us pray; for who can tell, but God 
will be gracious to us in this or. that particular ? In this inftance 
of the ficknefs of our relations and friends, the prayer of faith 
has prevailed much; while there is life, there is hope’; and 
while there is hope there is room for prayer. 

[2.] That row the child was dead, he thought it as much 
his duty to be fatisfied in the divine difpofal concerning it: 
ver. 23. Now, wherefore foould I faf ¢-Two things checked 
his grief (1.) I cannot bring him back agains and again, Lie 

Jeail not return to me. Thofe that are dead are out of the 
reach of prayer ; nor can our tears profit them; we-ean nei- 
ther weep nor pray them back to this life, Wherefore thea 
thould we faft? To what purpofe is this wafe? Yet David 
fafted and wept for Jonathan, when he was dead, in honour 
tohim. (2.) J /fhall go to him. Lt.] To him to the grave. 
Note, The confideration of our own death fhould moderate our 
forrow at the death of our relations. It is the common lot a 
inftead of mourning for their death, we thould think of our 
own; and whatever lofs we have of them now, we thall die 
fhortly, and go to them. [2.] To him to heaven, to a ftate 
of bleffednefs, which even the Old T eftament faints had fome 
expectation of. Godly parents have great reafon to hope con- 
cerning their children that die in infancy, that it is tell with 
their fouls in the other world; for the promife is to us and to 
our feed, which {hall be performed to thofe that do not puta 
bar in their own door, as infants do not. Favores funt ampli- 
andi... God calls them his children, that are born unto him; 
and if they be his, he will fave them. This may comfort us 
when our children are removed from us by death; they are 
better provided for, both in work and wealth, than they could 
bein this world. We thall be with them fhortly, to part no 
more. 

5+ The birth of Solomon. Though David's Marrying Bath- 
theba had difpleafed the Lord, yet he was not therefore com 
manded to divorce her; fo far from that, that God gave’ him. 
that fon by her, on whom the covenant of royalty fhould be 
entailed. Bath-fheba, no doubt, was greatly affliéed with the 
fenfe of her fin, andthe tokens of God's difpleafure. But God — 
having reftored to David the joys of his falvation, he comfort- 
ed her, with the fame comforts with which he himfelf was com- 
forted of God, ver. 24. he comforted Bath-/beba. And both 
he and fhe had reafon to be comforted in the tokens of God’s 
reconciliation to them. b 

If, That by his providence hé gave them a fon, not as the 
former, who was given in anger, and taken away in wrath, but 
a child gracioufly given, and aritten among the living in Feria 
Salem. They-called him Solomon, peaceful, - becaufe his birth 
was a token of God’s being at peace with them, and becaale 
of the profperity which was entailed upon him, and becanfe*he 


was to be a type of Chrift, the Prince of peace. God had re. 


| moved one fon from them, but now gave them another, inftead 


of him, like Seth inflead of Abel, Gen. iv. 25. hus God of- 
ten. balanceth the griefs of his people with comforts, in the 
fame thing wherein he hath afliGed them, {etting the one o- 
ver againft the other... David had very patiently fubmitted to 


' the will.of God, in‘the death of the other child, and now God 


‘made up the-Jofs of that, abundantly to his adyantage, in the 
a D = birth 
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birth of this., The way to have our creature-comforts, either 
continued, or reftored, or the lofs of them made up fome other 
way, is chearfully to refign them to God, 
2dly, That by his grace, he particularly owned and favoured 
that fon: The Lord lowed him, ver. 24. and ver. 25. ordered 
him, by the prophet Nathan, tobe called Fedidiak, Beloved of 
ihe Lord ; though a feed of evil-doers, for fo David and Bath- 
fheba were, yet fo well ordered was the covenant, and_the 
crown entailed by it, that it took away all attainders, and cor- 
reption of blood, fignifying, that thofe who were by nature 
‘children of wrath and difobedience, fhould, by the covenant of 
grace, not only be reconciled, but made favourites. And, in 
this name, he typified Jefus Chrift, that blefled Jedidiah, the 
Son-of God’s love, concerning whom, God declared again and 
again, This is ny beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed. 


26 F And Joab fought againft Rabbah of 
the children of Ammon, and took the royal c1- 
ty. 27 And Joab fent meffengers to David, and 
faid, I have tought againft Rabbah, and have 
‘taken the city of waters. 28 Now therefore, 
gather the reft of the people together; and in- 
camp againft the city, and take it: left I take 
the city, and it be called after my name. 29 
‘And David gathered all the people together, 
and went to Rabbah, and fought againft it, and 
took it. 30 And he took their king’s crown 

_ from off his head, (the weight whereof was a 
talent of gold, with the precious ftones) and it 
was /et on David’s head: and he brought forth 
the fpoil of the city in great abundance. 31 
And he brought forth the people that were 


therein, and put shem under faws, and under 
- arrows of iron, and under axes of iron, and. 


made them pafs through the brick-kiln: and 


thus did he unto all the cities of the children 


of Ammon. So David and all the people re- 
‘turned unto, Jerufalem. 


‘We have here’an account of the conqueft of Rabbah, and o- 
pu cities of the Ammonites. Though this comes in here af- 


tex the birth of David’s child, yet, it is moft probable, it was 


‘done a pood while ‘before, and {oon-after the death of Uriah, 
perhaps, during the days of Bath-fheba’s mourning for him. 
\. Obferve, 1. That God was very gracious, in giving David 
‘this great fuccefs apainit his enemies, notwith{tanding the) fin 
che had been guilty of, juft at that time when he was engaged 
yn this war, and the wicked ufe‘he had made of the fword of 
the children of Ammon, in the murder of Uriah. Juftly might 
he have made that fword, from thenceforward, a plague to Da- 
vid, and his kingdom; yet he breaks it, and makes David’s 
{word vigtorious, even before he repented, that this goodue/s of 
God might lad him to repentance. Good reafon had David to 


own, that God dealt not with him according to bis fins, Pal. 
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2, That Joab acted very honeftly and honourably: for when 

ke had taken the city of wateis, the royal city, Where the pa- 
“dace was, and from which the reft of the city was fupplied with 
water, and therefore, upon the cutting off of that, would be o- 
bdliged fpeedily to furrender, he fens to David to come in per- 
fon, to complete this great action, that he might have the praife 
vot it, ver. 26, 27, 28 Kderein he {hewed himfcif a faithful 


Oh 
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fubordination to his, and left an example to the fervants of the 
unto. us, but to thy name give glory. 


this occafion, and neither fo humble, nor fo tender, as he fhould 
have been. (1.) He feems to have been too fond of the 
crown of the king-of Ammon, ver. 30. becaufe it was of ex~ 
traordinary value, by reafon of the precious ftones with which 
it was fet. David will have it fet upon his head, though it 
would have been better to have caft it at God’s feet ; and, at 
this time, to have put his own mouth in the duft, being under 
guilt. The heart that is truly humbled for fin, is dead to 
worldly glory, and looks upon it with a holy contempt. (2.) 
He feems to have been too harfh with his prifoners of war, 
ver. 31. taking the city by ftorm, after it had obftinately held 
out againft a long and expenfive fiege 3 if he had put all to the 
fword, in the heat of battle, whom he found in arms, it had 


. been fevere enough; but to kill them afterwards, in cold blood, 


and by cruel tortures, with faws and harrows, tesring them to 
pieces, did not become him, who, when he entered upon the 
government, promifed to fing of mercy as well as judgment, 
Pfal. ci. 1» Had-he only made thofe examples who had a- 
bufed his ambafladors, advifed or aflifted im it, that being a vi- 
olation of the law of nations, it might be looked upon as a 
hag of neceffary juftice, for terror to other nations; but to be 
thus fevere with all the cities of the children of Ammon, (7. ¢. 
the garrifons or foldiers of the cities), was extreme. rigorous, 
and a fign that David’s heart was not yet made foft by repen- 
tance, elfe the bowels of his compaflion would not have been 
thus fhut up; a fign he bad not yet found mercy, elfe he 
would have been more ready to fhew mercy. - : 


re ee ee 


phet, that, to chaftfe him for bes fiz in the matter of Uri- 
ab, be would raife up evil againft him out of his own houfe, 
chap. xi. 11.3 and bere, in the very next chapter, we find 


lowed with one trouble afier another, whith made the lat- 

ter part of his reign kefs gloricus and pkafant than the 
Thus God chaftened bim with the rod of 
men 3 yet affured him, that bis loving kindnefs he would 
not utterly take away. Adultery and murder were Da- 
vids fins, and thofe fins among his children, Amnon defil~ 
ing bis fifler Tamar, and Albfalom murdering bis brother 
Amnon, were the beginnings of bis punifhment, and the 
more grievous, because he had reafon to fear bis bad exe 
ample might help to bring them to thefe witkedneffes. In 
this chapter we have, 1. Amnon ravifhing Tamar ; affifl- 
ed in his plot to do'it by Fonadab bit kinfiman, and vil- 
lanoufly executing it, ver. 1,—29. 1. Abfelom murder. 
ing Amnon for it, ver. 21,-39. Both great. griefs to 
David, and the more, becaufe he was unwittingly made 


s 


non to Absalom. 


| AN it came to pafs, after this, that A 


jom the fon of Dayid had a ir fier, 
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whofe name was Tamaat, and Amnon the fon 


ay 


OF 


| David loved her. 2 And Amnon was fo-vex- 


| ed, that the fell fick for his filter Tamar; for- 
A aise ing! | Amnon thought it hard” 
4 for him to do any thing to, her. 


fhe was a virgin: and Amnon t 
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fervant, that fought his. mafter’s honour, and his own only im 
Lord Jefus, in every thing they do, to confult his honour; Wot 


3. That David was both too haughty, and too fevere, upon 


The righteous Ged had lately told David, by Nathan the pro- ‘ 


the evil beginning to rife; from henceforward he was fol- 


acceffory to both, by Jending Tamar to Amnon, and Am- 


non had a friend, whofe name was Jonadab, 
the fon of Shimeah, David’s brother: and Jo- 
nadab was avery fubtil man. 4 And he faid 
unto him, Why art thou, being the king’s fon, 
Jean from day to day ? wilt thou not tell me? 
And Aninon faid unto him, I love Tamar, my 
brother Abfalom’s fifter. 5 And Jonadab faid 
unto him, Lay thee down on thy bed, and make 
thyfelf fick: and when thy. father cometh to 
fee thee, fay unto him, I pray thee, let my fif- 
ter Tamar come, and give me meat, and dref{s 
the meat in my fight, that I may fee it, and eat 
zt at her hand. 6 Y So Amnon lay down, 
and made himfelf fick: and when the king 
was come to fee him, Amnon faid unto the king, 


1 pray thee, let Tamar my fifter come, and 


make mea couple of cakes in my fight, that I 
may eat at her hand. 7 Then David fent 
home to Tamar, faying, Go now to thy brother 


Amnon’s houfe, and drefs him meat. 8 So Ta- | 


mar went to her brother Amnon’s houfe, (and 
he was laid down) and fhe took flour, and knea- 
ded zt, and made cakes in his fight, and did 
bake the cakes. 9 And fhe took a pan, and 
poured them out before him, but he refufed to 
eat. And Amnon faid, Have out all men from 
me: and they went out every man from him. 


zo And Amnon faid unto Tamar, Bring the | 


meat into the chamber, that I may eat of thine 


hand. And Tamar took the cakes which fhe | 


bad made, and brought them into the chamber 
to Amnon her brother. 11 And when fhe had 
brought them unto him to eat, he took hold of 


her, and faid unto her, Come lie with me, my | 
12 And fhe anfwered him, Nay, my | 


fitter. | 
brother, do not force me: for no fuch thing 


ought to, be done in Ifrael ; do not thou this | 


folly. +13 And J, whither fhall I-caufe my 


’ fhame to go? and as for thee, thou fhalt be as | 
one of the fools in Ifrael: now therefore, I pray 


thee, fpeak unto the king; for he will not with- 
hold me from thee. 


er than fhe, forced her, and lay withher. 15 


q Then Amnon hated her exceedingly, fo that 
the hatred wherewith he hated her, was grea-. 
ter than the love wherewith he had loved her: | 


and Amnon faid’unto her, “Arife, ‘be gone./ 16 


> And the faid unto him. There isto caufe’; this. 
- evil in fending me away, ¢s greater than the o- | 
ther that‘ thou didi unto me: but he would - 


- not hearken unto her. — 17 Then he called: his 
Servant that miniftered unto him, and faid, Put 
now this qvoman out from me, and bolt the 
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: fick; vers 2 
14 Howbeit, he would © 
not hearken unto her voice: but being ftrong-_ 
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door after her.. 18 And /be bad'a garment of 
divers colours upon her: for with<fuch robes 
were the king’s daughters ¢hat were virgins, 
apparelled. Then his fervant brought her out, 
and bolted the door after her. 19 And Ta- 
mar put, afhes on her head, and rent her gar- 
ment of divers colours that was on her, and 
laid her hand on her head, and went on ery- 
ing. 20 And Abfalom her brother faid unt 

her, Hath Amnon thy brother been with thee? 
but hold now thy peace, my fifter: he zs thy 
brother, regard not this thing. So Tamar re- 
mained defolate in her brother Abfalom’s 
houfe, © 


‘We have here a particular account of the abominable wick 
ednefs of Amnon, in ravifhing his filter; a fubje& not fit to 
be enlarged upon for fhame, nor, indeed, to be mentioned with- 
out blufhing, that ever any man fhould be fo vile, efpecially 
that a fon of David fhould be fo. Amnon’s charaéter, we 
have reafon to think, was but bad in other things, If he had 
not forfaken God, he had never been given up to thefe vile af 


_ fections. Godly parents have oft been afflicted -with wicked 


children ; grace doth not run ina blood, but corruption doth, 
We do not find that David’s children imitated him ip his de- 
votion ; but his falfe jteps they trod in, and in thofe did much 
worfe, and repented not. Parents know not how fatal the 
confequences may be, if, in any inftance, they give their chil- 
dren bad examples, Obferve the fteps of Amnon’s fin. 
1. The devil, as an unclean {pirit, put it into his heart to 
hut after his fifter Tamar. Beauty is a fnare to mapy, it was 
fo to her; fhe was fair, and therefore Amnon coveted. her, 
ver, 1. They that are more than ordinarily comely, have 
therefore no reafon to be proud, but great reafon to ftand ui 
their watch. Amnon’s Juft was, (1.) Unnatural in itfelf, to 
Juft after his filter, which even natural confcience ftartles at, 
and cannot think of without horror. Such a irit of contra. 
diction there is in man’s corrupt nature, that fill 
bidden fruit, and the more ftrongly it is forbidden, the more 
greedily it is defired. Can he entertain the thought of betray- 
ing that yirtne and honour which, as a brother, he ought to 
have been the protector of? But what wickednefs fo vile, as 
not to findsadmittance unto an unfandtified unguarded heart left 
to itfelf? (2.) It was very uneafy to him. He was fo yexed, 
he-could not. gain.an opportunity to folicit her chattity, (for an 
innocent. ¢onverfe with her was not denied him), that he fell 
| Mefbly lufts are their own punifhment, and not 
only war againftithe foul, but againft the body tog, and are the 
rattenne/s of the bones. See what a hard mafter finners ferve, 
and how heavy its yoke is. =! ; 
2. The devil, as a fubtle ferpent, put it into his head how te 
compafs this wicked defign. Amnon had a friend, (fo he cal- 
led him, but he was really-an enemy, to him), a kinfman, that 
had in him more. of David’s blood (for he was his nephew) 
than of David’s fpirit, for he was a fubtle man, cunning to car- 
ry on any ill defign, efpecially an intrigue of this nature, ver. 
3- (1.) He takes notice that Amnon looked ill, and, being a 
{ubtle man, concludes that he was love-fick,’ ver, 4. and’ afks 
him, Why art thou, being the king’s fon, lean from day to day ? 
Why doft thou pine, being the king’s eldeft fon, and heir to 
the crown? Being the king’s fon, [1.] Thou haft the pleafures 
of the court to divert thee, take thofe pleafures then, and with 
them. drive away the forrow, whatever itis. Content and 
3472 comfort 


it defires for. - 


- 


_— 


- contrivers to do wickedly. 


& 


comfort is not always to be found an royal places. With 
much more reafon we may afk dejected.and difconfolate faints, 
why they that are the King of king’s children, and heirs of 
the crown of life, are thus /ean from day to day ? [2.] Thou 


halt the power of a prince to command what thou wanteft and 


wifheft for; ufe that power, therefore, and gratify thyfelf. 
Pine not away, for that which, lawful or unlawful, thou, being 
the king’s fon, mayft have... Quicquid libet licet.. Thus Jeze- 
bel to Ahab in a like cafe, 1 Kings xxi. 7. Doff not thou go- 
vern Lrael? The abufe of power is the moft dangerous temp- 
tation of great ones. 

(2.) Amnon having the impudence to own his wicked luft, 
mifcalling it love, ({ love Tamar), Jonadab put bim in a way 
to compafs his defign, ver. 5. Had he been what he pretend- 
ed, Amnon’s friend, he would have ftartled at the mention 
of fo horrid a wickednefs, would have laid before him the evil 
of it; what an offence it was to God, and what a wrong to 
his own foul, to entertain fuch a vile thought ;.of what fatal 
confequence it would be to him to cherifh and profecute it ; 
would have ufed his fubtility to divert Amnon from it, by re- 
commending fome other perfon to him whom he might lawful- 
ly marry: but he feems not at all furprifed at it; objeéts not 
either the unlawfulnefs or the difficulty, the reproach, or fo 
much as his father’s difpleafure ; but puts him in the way to 
get Tamar to his bed’s fide, and then he might do as he plea- 
fed. Note, The cafe of thofe is very miferable, whofe friends, 
inftead of admonifhing and reproving them, flatter them, and 
forward them in their finful ways, and are their counfellors and 
Amnon is already fick, but goes 
about ; he muft take on him to be fo ill, (and his thin looks 
will give umbrage enough to the pretence), as not to be able 
to get up, nor to have an appetite to any thing but juft that 
which pleafeth his fancy. Dainty meat is abhorred, Job 
XXXill. 20. the beft dith from the king’s table cannot pleafe 
him ; but if he can eat any thing it muft be from his’ filter Ta- 
mar’s fair hand. This is what he is advifed to. — 

(3-) Amnon follows thefe diretions, and by that means 
gets ‘Tamar within his reach. He made himfelf fick, ver. 6. 
‘Thus he lieth in wait fecretly, as a lion in his den to catch the 
poor, and to draa them into his net, Pfal. x. 8,—16. 


~ was always fondvof his children, and concerned if any thing 


ailed them; he no fooner hears that Amnon is fick, but he 
comes himfelf to vifit him. Let parents learn hence to be 
tender of their children, and compaflionate towatds them : the 
fick child commonly che mother comforieth, Ua. lxvi. 13. but let 


'_ not the father be unconcerned. We may fuppofe, David, when 
he came to fee his fick fon, gave him good counfel to make a. 


right ufe of his affli€tion, and prayed with him, which yet did 
not alter his wicked purpofe. At parting, the indulgent fa- 
ther afks, Is there any thing thou hafta mind to that I can 
procure for thee? Yes, (Sir), faith the diffembling fon, my 
ftomach’s weak, and I know not of any thing I can eat, un- 
Jefs it be a cake of my fifter 'Tamar’s making; and I cannot 
be fatisfied it is fo, unlefs I fee her make it, and it will do me 
the more good if I eat it at her hand, David faw no reafon 
to fufpeé any mifchief intended ; God hid his heart from un- 
derftanding in this matter; he therefore immediately orders 
Tamar to go and attend her fick brother, ver, 7. He doth 


it very innocently ; but afterwards, no doubt, reflected npon it 
with great regret, Tamar as innocently’ goes to her brother’s’ 


chamber; neither dreading any abufe : why fhould the from a 


brother, a fick brother? not difdaining, in obedience to her fa- 


ther, and foye to her brother, (though but her hal 


f-brother), 


to be his nurfe-tender, ver. 8,,9.. ‘Though fhe was a king’s 
daughter, a great. beaaty, ver. 1..and well drefled, ver. 18... 


yet the did not think it below her to knead cakes and bake 
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them ; ‘nor had fhe done it now if fhe had not been ufed to it. 
Good houfewifery is not a thing below the greateft ladies, nor 
ought they to think it a :difparagement to them. The virtuous 
woman whofe hufband fits among the elders, yet worketh wil- 
lingly with her hands, Prov. xxxi. 13. Modern ages have not- 
been deftitute of fuch inftances, nor is. it fo unfafhionable as- 
fome would make it. Preparing for the fick fhould be more 
the care and delight of the ladies, than preparing for the nice 5. 
charity more than curiofity. ~ 2 4 
(4.) Having got her to him, he contrives to have her a» 

lone; for the adulterer (much more fo vile an adulterer as this) 
is in care that no eye fee him, Job xxiv. 15. ‘The meat is rea- 
dy, but he cannot eat while he is looked at by thofe about him; 
they moft all be turned out, ver. 9. | ‘The fick mut be hu- 
moured, and think they have a privilege to command... Tamar 
is willing to humour him; her chafte and virtuous foul has not 
the leaft'thought of that which his polluted breaft is full: of ; 
and therefore fhe makes no fcruple of being alone with him iz 
the inner chamber, ver..10. And now the mafk is thrown off, 
and the meat is thrown by, and the wicked wretch calls her. 
Sifter, and yet impudently courts her to come and le with him, - 
ver. 11. It was a bafe affront to her virtue, to think it pof- 
fible to perfuade her to confent to fuch wickednefs, when he 
knew her converfation to be always exemplarily mode(t and 


virtuous : but it is‘common for thofe that live in uncleannefs,. 


to think others fuch-as themfelves, at lea{t, tinder to their 


-{parks. ; 


3. The devil, as a {trong tempter, deafens his ear to-all the. 
reafonings with which fhe refifted his affaults, and would have © 
perfuaded him to defift.. We may Well imagine, what a 
mighty furprife and. terror it was to the young lady to be thus. 
attacked, how fhe blufhed, and how fhe trembled; yet, in” 
this great confufion, nothing could be faid more pertinently,- 
nor with’ greater ftrength of argument, than what. the faid to. 
hime sigiss hited? og Funes 

1, She calls him brother, minding him of the »nearnefs of 
the relation, which made it unlawful for him to marry hery.. 
much more to debauch her. It was exprefsly forbidden, Lev. . 
Xvill, Q. under a fevere penalty, Lev. xx. 17. Great care 
mutt be taken, left the love that fhould be among relations de=_ 
generate into luft. . ‘3 iar aeons? 

adly, She befpeaks him not to force her ; which intimates,. 
that fhe would never confent to it in any degree: and what. 
fatisfaction could he take in offering violence ? Ua 

3dly, She lays before him the great wickednefs of it. It 
is folly; all fin is fo, efpecially uncleannefs: it is wickednefs.- 
of the worft kind.» Such abominations ought not to. be com- — - 
mitted in Ifrael, among the profefling people of God, that 
have better ftatutes than the Heathen have. We are Ifaelt - 
ites, f we do fach things we are more inexcufable than ca 
thers; nay, our condemnation will be more intolerable>s. for 
we reproach the Lord, and that worthy name by which we ars 
called. een fo nes 
4thly, She reprefents to him the fhame of it, which, perhaps, 
might influence him more than the fin of it. For her part, _ 
whither foall I caufe my foame to go? If it thould be concealed, 
yet I fhall bluth to think of it as long as I live s and if ever it 
be known, how fhall I be able to look any of my friends in ~ 
the face? For his part, thou /balt be as one of the foolsin Tf 
rael; i, e. thou fbalt be looked’upon-as an arrant rake, the 
wortt of men; wilt lofe thine intereft in the efteem of all ‘that 
are wife and good, aad fo wilt be fet afide as, unfit to.rule, 
though the firit-born : for Ifrael will never fubmit to the. go- - 
verament of fuch a fool. Profpeét of thame,. efpecially ever, 
lafting fhame, fhould deter us from ns: : eee 

gthly, To put him by this wicked purpofe at this time, « a 
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~he given her time to compofe herfelf, after the horrid confafion 


~ Had he hated the fin, and loathed himfelf for it, 


Chap. XII. I. 
(if pofhble) to get clear of him; the intimates to him, that, 
probably, the king, rather than he fhould die for love of her, 
would difperfe with the divine law, and let him marry her. 
Not as if {hé thought he had fuch a difpenfing power, or would 
pretend to it; but was confident, that upon notice given to the 
king by himself of this wicked defire of his, which he would 
fcarce have'believed from any one elfe, he would take an ef 
fedtual courfe to proteét her from him. BAR 

But all’ her arts, and all her arguments availed not. His 
proud {pirit cannot bear a denial; but her comfort and honour, 
and all that was dear to her, mult be facrificed to his brutifh 
and outrageous ‘luft, ver. 14. It is to be feared, Amnon, 
though young, had:long lived a lewd life, which his father ei- 
ther knew not, or punifhed not; for a man could not of a 
fudden arrive at fuch a pitch of wickednefs as this. But is 
this his love to Tamar ? Ts this the recompenfe he gives her 
for her readine{S to attend him in his ficknefs? Will he deal 
with his fifter as with avharlot ?) Bafe villain! God-deliver all 
that are modeft and virtuousifrom fuch wicked and unreafon- 
able men ! ' ; 

4. The devil, as a tormentor and betrayer, immediately 
turns hislove of her into hatred: ver. 1 5. He hated her with 
&reat hatred greatly 3 fo it is in the margin; and grew as out- 
rageous in his malice, as he had been in his luft; bafely turned 
her out of doors by force ; nay, as if he now difdained to 
touch her with his own hands, he ordered his fervant to pull 
her out, and bolt the door after ber, ver. 17. Now, (1.) The 
innocent injnred Jady had reafon to refent this as a great af- 
front, and in fome refpects (as fhe faith, ver: 16.) worfe than 
the former ; for nothing could have been done more barbarous 
and ill-natured, nor more difgraceful to her. Had he taken care 
to conceal what was done, her honour had been loft to herfelf 
only. Had he'gone down on his knees, and begged her par- 
don, it might have been fome little reparation of that. Had 


fhe was put into, fhe might have kept her countenance when 
fhe went out, and fo have kept her counfel. But to difmifs 
her thus hurried, thus rudely, as if fhe had done fome ill thing, 
obliged her, in her own defence, to proclaim the wrong that 
had been done her. . (2.) We may learn from it both the ma- 
lignity of fin, unbridled paffions are as bad as unbridled appe- 
tites; and the mifchievous confequences of fin, at laf it bites 
like-a ferpent. For here we find, [r.} That fins fweet in the 
commuiflion, afterwards become odious and painful, and the fin- 
ner’s own confcience makes them fo to himfelf Amnon ha- 


, ted famar, becaufe the would not confent to his wickednefs, 


and fo take part of the blame upon herfelf; but to the laft re- 
fitted it, and reafoned againit it, and fo threw it all upon him, 
we might 
have hoped he was a. penitent, Godly forrow worbeth indis na- 
tion, 2 Cor.-vii.' 1. but to hate the perfon he had abufed, 
thewed his confcience was terrified, but his heart not at all 
humbled. See what deceitful pleafures thofe of the flefh are, 
how foon the luft paffeth away, and turns into loathing. See 
Ezek. xxii. 17.“ F2.] That fins fecret in the commiffion, af- 


- terwards become open and public, and the finners themfelves 


often make thein fo :. Their own tongues fall upon-them. 'The 
Jewith doors fay, that, upon the occafion of this wickednefs 
of Amnon, a law was. made, that a young man and a young 
‘woman fhould.never be alone together; for, faid they,. if the 


_ king’s daughter’ be fo ufed, what will become of the. children 


of private men? fi 


- We muft’ now: leave the criminal to the terrors of his own 
guilty confcience, and inquire what becomes of the poor lady. . 
_(1.) She bitterly lamented the injury the had received ; as_ 


it was.a flainito. her honour, thongh no real blemith to her 
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virtue. She tore’ her fine clothes in token of her grief, and 
put afhes upon her head, to deform her(elf, foathing her own 
beauty and ornaments, becaufe they had. occafioned Amnon’s 
unlawful love; and fhe event on crying for another’s’ fin, 
vers 19. : 

(2.) She retired'to her brother Abfalom’s houfe, becaufe 
he was her ewn brother; and there fhe lived in folitude and 
forrow; in-token of her modefty, and deteftation of unclean- 
nefs, Abfalom {poke kindly to her, bid her pafs by the inju- 
ry for the. prefent, defigning himfelf to revenge it, ver. 20. 
It fhould feem, by Abfalom’s quellion, Has Amnon been with- 
thee ? that Amnon was notorious for fuch lewd practices, fo. 
that it was dangerous for a modeft woman to be with him. 


This the young gentleman might know, and yet Tamar be , 
wholly ignorant of. : 


21 @ But when king David heard of alf 
thefe things, he was very wroth. 22 And Ab. 
falom fpake unto his brother Amnon neither 
good nor bad: for Abfalom hated Amnon, be- 
caufe he had forced his fitter Tamar, 2 39 And 
it came to pafs after two full years, that Ab- 
falom had fheep-fhearers in Baal-hazor, which 
7s befide Ephraim: and Abfalom invited all 
the kings fons. 24 And Abfalom came to the 
king, and faid, behold now, thy fervant hath. 
fheep-thearers, let the ‘king, 1 befeech thee, 
and his fervants, go with thy fervant. 25 And- 
the king faid to Abfalom, Nay, my fon, let us 
not.all now go, left we be chargeable unto. 
And he preffed him: howbeit he would 
not go, but blefled: him. 26 Then faid Abfa- 
lom, If not, I pray thee, let my brother Am- 
non go with us. And the king {aid unto him,. 
Why fhould he go. with thee? 27 But Abfa- 
lom_prefled him, that he let Amnon and all’. 
the king’s fons. go. with him. 28 gq Now Ab. — 
falom had commanded his fervarits, faying, Mark 
ye now when Amnon’s heart is. merry with 
wine, and when I fay unto you, Smite Amnon, 
then kill him, fear not: have not Lcommand- 
ed. you? be courageous, and be valiant. 29. 
And the fervants of Abfalom did unto Amnon, 
as Abfalom had commanded; then all the 
king’s fons arofe, and every mangathim up up-- 
on his. mule, and fled. . re : 

What Solomon faith of the beginning of ftrife, is true of the - 
beginning of all fin, it is as the letting forth of water. When 
once the flood-gates are plucked up, an inundation follows; one - 
mifehief begets another, and it is hard to-fay, what fhall be in-. 
the end thereof. ; ; 

1. We are here told, how David refented the tidings of: 
Amnon’s fin: He was very wroth; yer. 21. So he had rea- 
fon to be, that his own fon fhould do fuch.a wicked. thing, 
and draw-him to be acceffory to it.. It would be a reproach » 
to him, for not giving him better education, a blot. upon his. 
family, the ruin of his pretty - daughter, an ill example to his. 
kingdom, and a wrong to his fon’s foul. But was it enough. 
for him to be angry? He onght to have punifhed his fon for ity - 

anda 
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and to have pat him to open foame; both as a father, and as 
a king, he had power to do it. 
thefe words: But he fuddened not the fpirit of bis fon Amnon, 
because he loved him, becaufe he was his firfi-born, He fell in 
to Eli’s error, whofe fons made them/elves vile, and he frowned 
not on them. 1f Amnon was dear to him, his punifhing him 
would have been fo much the greater punifhment to himfelf 
for his own uncleannefs, and a revenge upon himfelf, But he 
cannot bear the fhame thofe muft fubmit to, who correct that 
in others which they are confcious of in themfelves; and there- 
fore his anget invift ferve inftead of his juftice ; and this har- 
dens finners, H&Ch wits 11. / 

2. How Abfalomrefentéd it. “He refolves already to do 
the part of a judge in Ifrael; and fince his father will not pun- 
ith Amnon, he will, from a principle, not of juftice, or zeal 
for virtue, but of revenge, becaufe he reckons himfelf affronted 
in the abufe done to his fifter. ‘Tbeir mother was daughter 
to a Heathen prince, chap. iii. 3. which, perhaps, they were 
upbraided with fometimes by their brethren, as children of 4 
firanger. As fuch 4.cne Abfalom thought his fitter was now 
treated ; and if Amnon thought her fit to be made his whore, 
he’ would think him fit to be made his flave. This enraged 
chim, and nothing lefs than the blood of Amnon will quench 
his rage. Here we have,‘ 

iff, The defign conceived: Ab/alom hated Amnon, ver. 22. 
and he that hateth his brother, is a murderer already, and, like 
Cain, is of that wicked one, 1 John iil. 12, 15. 


to others, and the making of fome compenfation to his, injured 
fifter; but to hate his perfon, and defign his death by affaflina- 


tion, was to put a great affront upon God, by offering to re- | 


pair the breach of his feventh commandment by the violation 
of his fixth, as if they were not all alike facrgd: But he 
that faid, Do not commit adultery, faid alfo, Do not kill, Jam. 
u. IT. 

- adly, The defign concealed: He faid nothing to Amnon of this 
matter, either good or bad; took on him as if he did not know 
4t, but carried it towards him with his ufual civility, only wait- 
ing for a fair opportunity to do him a mifchief. That malice 
3s the worft, (1.) Which is hid clofe, and has no vent given 
to it. If Abfalom had reafoned the matter with Ammon, he 
might have convinced him of his fin, and brought him to re- 
pentance ; but faying nothing, Amnon’s heart was hardened, 
and his own more and’more imbitteréd againft him ; therefore 
yebuking our neighbour, is oppofed to hating him in our hearts, 
Lev. xix. 17. Let paflion have vent, and it will {pend itfelf. 
(2.) Which is gilded over with fhews of ufual friendfhip ; fo 
Abfalom’s was, his words fmoother than butter, but war in his 
heart. See Prov. xxvi. 26. (3.) Which is harboured long : 
Two fill years Abfalom nurfed this root of bitternefs, ver. 23. 
It may be at firft he did not intend to kill his brother; for if 


he had, he could not want as fair an opportunity to do it as “| 


he had at Jaft; only he waited an occafion to difprace him, or 
do'him fome other ill turn ; but in time his hatred ripened to 
this, that he ‘would be no lefs than the death of him. If the 

Jin going down once upon the wrath, gives fuch place to the de- 
“wil as is intimated, Eph. iv. 26, 27. what would the fun-fets 
of two fall years~do ? healed s 


dly, The defign laid, (1. Abfalom ‘has a feaft at his houfe | 
in the country, as Nabal had, on occafion of his theep-fhear- E 
As great a beau as Abfalom was, (chap. xiv. _ 
- ¥6.), and as high as he looked, he Anew the ftate of his flocks, — 
"Thofe that have no other care — 
About their eftates in the coutitry ‘but how to {pend them in | 
the town, take aready way to fee the end of them. When — 


ins, ver. 22. 


and looked well to hit herds. 


f 
a 
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But the Septuagint here adds | 


Abfalom’s | 
hatred of his brother’s crime had been commendable, and his | 
profecuting of him for it by a due courfe of law, for example 4 
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Abfalom had theep-fhearers, he would himfelf be with them, 
(2.) To this fealt he invites. the king, his father, and all the 


this opportunity to pay his refpeéts to them, but that he might 
make himfelf the more refpeted among his neighbours. ‘Thofe 
that are akin to great folks are apt to value themfelves too much 
by their kindred. (3.) ‘The king would not go himfelf be- 
caufe he would not put him to the expence of his entertain- 
ment, ver. 25. It feems Abfalom had an eftate in his own 
hands, on which he lived like himfelf” The king had given it 
him, but would have him to be a good hufband of it. In both 
thefe he is an example to parents, when their children are 
grown up, to give them a competency to live upon, according 
to their rank, and then to take care that they do not I above 
it, efpecially that they be no:way acceflory to their doing fo. 
It is prudence for young houfekeepers to begin as they can 
hold out, and not to {pend the wool upon the fhearing of it. 
(4.) Abfalom got leave for Amnon, and all the reft of the 
king’s fons, tocome and grace his table’ in the country, ver. 
26,27. Abfalom had fo effectually concealed his eninity ta 


him in that particular invitation. However, /et my brother Am- 
non go. But this would made the {troke more cutting to Da- 
vid, that he’ was himfelf drawn’ in to confent to that which 
gave the opportunity for it, as before, ver. 7. It feems, Da- 
vid’s fons, though grown up, continued to pay that deference 
to their father, as not to go fuch a fmall journey as this with- 
out his leave. . ‘Thus ought children, even, when they are be- 
come men and women, to honour their parents, advife with 
them, and do nothing material without their confenty much lefs 
againtt their mind : besy 

4thly, The-defign executed, ver. 28, 29. (1) Abfalom’s 
entertainment was very plentiful ; for he refolves they fhall all 
be merry with wine ; at leaft concludes, that Amnon ‘will be 
fo, for lie knew him apt to drink to excefs. . But, (2.)The 


fhould mingle his blood with the wine ; were very barbarous. 


his cavfe, and the juftice of God, fought him himfelf; though 
that had been bad enongh, yet it had been more honourable 
and excufable;our ancient law, in fome cafes, allowed trial by 
battle: but to murder him, as he did, was to copy out Cain’s 


was flain for his righteoufnefs, Amnon for his wickednefs: 
Obferve-the aggravations of this fin. [1.] He would have 


Amnon flain when his heart was merry with wine; and he 


to refift-it, but leaft fit to go out of the world ; as if his malice 
aimed to deftroy both foul and body, not giving him time to 


death been to many, whofe hearts have been overcharged with 
furfeiting and drunkennefs ? [2.] His fervants muft be em- 
ployed to do it, and’fo involved in the guilt.. He was to give 


dience to him, and upon prefumption that his authority would 
bear them out, mult £i// im. What an impious defiance doth 
he bid to the divine law, when, though the command of God 
is exprefs, Thou fhalt not Lill, he bids them kil} Amnon, ‘with 


courageous, and fear neither God nor man.~ Thofe fervants 
are ill taught, and thofe are wicked matters ‘that Wave taught 
them to obey them in contradiction to God. Thofe are too 
Obfequious that will damn their fouls to pleafe their matters, 
whofe big words cannot fecure them from God’s:wrath, Maf- 


> 


‘ ence 


~ 


princes of the blood, ver. 24. not onl that he might have - 


Amnon, that David faw no reafon to fufpeé? any defign upon . 


orders he pave to his fervants concerning “Amnon, that they 


Had he challenged him, and, in reliance upon the goodnefs of ' 


example; only that the reafon made a great difference: Abel” 


was, confequently, lealt apprehenfive of danger, and leaft able 


fay, Lord, have mercy upon me, What a dreadful forprife has — 


the word of command, Smite Amnon; and then they, in obe- 


this warrant, /Zave not [commanded -you ? Vhat is enough 5 be 


ters muft always command their fervants as thofe that know e 
they alfo have a mafler in heaven. [3.] He did itin the pre- 


Chap. XML. hs Aw 


fence of all the kings fons ; of whom it is faid, chap. viii. 18, 
that they were chief rulers; {o that it was an affront to public 
jultice, which they had the adminiftration of, and to the king 
his father, whom they* reprefented, and a contempt of that 
fword which fhould have been a terror to his evil deeds 3 while 


his evil deeds, on the contrary, were a terror to them that bare’ 
it. [4.] There is reafon to fufpest, that Abfalom did chis,- 


not only toyrevenge his filter’s quarrel, but to make way for 
himfelf to the throne ; which he was ambitious of, and which 
he would ftand fair for, if Amnon, the eldett fon, was taken of. 


’ 


When the word of command was given, Abjalom’s fervants 
failed not to execute it ; bemg buoyed up with an opinion, that 
their mafter, being now next heir.to the crown, (for Chileal 
was dead, as Bithop Patrick thinks), would fave them harm. 
JefS. Now the threatened fword is drawn in David’s houfe, 
which fhould not depart from it. (1.) His eldeft fon falls by 
it; himielf being, by his wickédnefs, the caufe of it, and his 
father, by his connivance, acceflory to it. (2.) All his fons 
flee from it, and come home in a mighty fright, not knowing 
how far their brother Abfalom’s bloody defign might extend. 
See what mifchief fin makes in families, 


30 € And it came to pals while they were 
in the way, -that tidings came to David, fay- 
ing, Abfalom hath ilain all the king’s fons, and 
there is not one of them. left. 
king arofe, and tare his garments, and lay on 
the earth ; and all his fervants f{iood by. with 
their clothes rent. 32 And Jonadab the fon 
of Shimeah, David’s brother, anfwered and {aid, 
Let not my lord fuppofe zhaz they have flain 
all the young men:the king’s fons ; for Amnon 
only is dead: for by the appointment of Ab- 
falom this hath been determined, from the day 
"that he forced his fifter Tamar, 33 Now there- 
fore let not my lord the king take the thing to 
his heart, to think that all the king’s fons are 
dead: for Amnon only is dead. 34 But Ab- 
falom fled. And the young man that kept the 
watch, lift up his eyes, and looked, and behold, 
there came much people by the way of the hill- 
fide behind him. 
the king, Behold, the king’s fons come : as thy 
fervant faid, fo it is. 36 And it came to pais 
as foon as he had made an end of {peaking, that 
behold, the king’s fons came, and lift up their 
voice and wept : and the king-alfo and all his 
fervants wept very fore. 
fled, and went to Talmai the fon of Ammihud 


King of Gefhur: and David mourned for his i 
fon every day. 38 So Abfalom fled, and went | 


to Gefhur, and was there three years. 39 And 
the Joul of king David longed. to go forth unto 
_ Abfalom: for he was comforted concerning 
Amnon, feeing he was dead. 
Flere is, 1. Tie great fright that David was pat into by a 
ilfe report brought to Jevufalem,. that Abfalom had flain all 
the kings fons, yer. 30. tis common. for. fame to. make. ill. 


{ 
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35 And Jonadab fhid unto. 


37 | But Abfalom 
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worfe ; and the firlt news of fuch a'thing as this reprefents it 
more. dreadful than afterwards at proves. Let us not therefore 
be afraid of evil tidings, while they want confirmation ; bury 
when we bear the wortt, hope the beft, at leaft hope better. 
However, thefe fale news eave as much affliaion to Dayid, 
for the prefent, as if it had been true. He tere “Ais garment, 
and lay on the earth 3 while, as yet, Jt was only a flying iLory, 
vere 35+ It was well David had grace: he had need enough: 
of it, for he had {trong paffions, sath 

2. Lhe re@ifying of the miftake two ways. (J},) By the 
fly fuggertions of Jonadab, David’s nephew, who could telk 
him, <dmnon only is dead, and not all the kings fons, ver, 32, 
33-3 and could tell him tooy it was done by the appoiarmient 
of Abfalom, and defigned from the day he forced his filter 
Tamar. . What a wicked man was he, if he knew all this, orr 
had any caufe to fafpect it, that he did not make David ac- 
quainted with it fooner, that means might have been ufed tos 
take up the quarrel, or at leaft that David might net have: 
thrown Amaon iato the mouth of danger, by letting him 20° 
to Abfalom’s houfe? If we do not onr utmoff to. prevent mui> 
chief, we make ourfelves acceflory to it: Jf qwe Say, Bebold,. 
awe know it nat ; doth not he that pondereth the heart confider © 
whether we did or no? See Prov. xxiv. rr. 4 2,- Tt is well 
if Jonadab was not as guilty of Amnon’s death as he was of 
his fin; fuch friends do they prove who -are hearkened ‘to as. 
counfellors to do wickedly.” He that would not be fo kind: 
as to prevent Amnon’s fin, neither would he be fo kind'as to 
prevent his ruin, when, it fhould feem, he might have done 
both. (2.) By the fafe return of all the king’s fons, excepr: 
Amnon. They, and their attendants, were prefently difco-. 
vered by the watch, ver. 34, 2 5. and foon arrived,. to thew 
themfelves alive, but to bring the certain fad news, that Ab-. 
falom had murdered their brother Amnon,. The grief David 
had been in for that which was not, made him the better able: 
to bear that which was, by giving him a fenfible oceafion, 
when he was undeceived, to thank God that all his fons. were: 
not dead: yet that Amnon was dead, and flain by his own 
brother, in fach a treacherous barbarous manner, was enough 
to put the king and court, the king, and kingdom, into real’ 
mourning. Sorrow is rever more veafonable, than when there: 
is fin im the cafe. 2 ee 

3- Abfalom’s flight from juflice. Abfalom immediately fled, 
ver. 34. He was now as much afraid of the king’s fons as 
they were of him = they fled from his malice, he from their 
jultice: no part of the Jand. of Ifrael could thelter him; the: 
Cities of refuge gave no protection to a wilful murderer. Thopph. 
David had let Amnon’s inceft gO unpunifhed, Abfalom couk 
not promife himfelf his pardon for this-murder; fo ex refs was: 
the law in this:cafe, and fo well known David’s juftice, and 
his dread of blood-guiltinefs. Ie therefore made the belt of” 
his way to his mother’s relations; and: was entertained by his’ - 
grandfather Talmai king of Gefbur, ver. 37.3 and there he was: 
protected three years, ver. 3 8.; David not demanding him, and 
‘Talmai not thinking himfelf obliged to-fend him. back, unlefs 
he were demanded. . , an oe 

4. David’s uneafinefs for his abfenice.. He mourned for- 
Amnon a good while, yer. 37-3 but.he being paft recal, time 
wore off that grief: he was comforted concerning Amnon. It. 


valfo: wore off too much his detéftation of Abfalom’s fins In-. 


ftead of loathing him as a-murderer, he dongs. to §0° forth. to: 
him, ver..39.. At firtt he could not find in. his heart to do- 
juftice on him,.now. he can almott-find in his-heart to take-him: 
into. his favour again. This: was David’s infirmity, Some: 
thing God faw in his heart’ that made a difference, elfe we. 


thould have thought, that he, as. much. as Ei, honoured his: 


Sous. mare than. God... 
CH AP». 
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How Abfalom threw him/elf out of his royal father’s pro- 
teélion and favour, we read in the foregoing cacpter, 
which left him on emile, outlawed, end proferibed. In this 
chapter we have the arts that were ufed to bring him and 
his father again, and how at laf i: was done ; “which is 
here recorded, to fhew the folly of David in fparing bum, 
and indulging him in his wickednefi, for which he was 
foon after foundly correéed, by bis unnatural rebelhon. 
I. Foab, by bringing a feigned iffue (as the lawyers [peak) 
tobe tried before him, in the cofe of a poor widow of Te- 
hoah, gains from him a judgment in general, That the cafe 
might be fo, as that the putting of a murderer to death 
ought to be difpenfed with, ver. 1,—20. 1. Upon the ap- 

plication of this, he gains from him an order to bring Ab- 
falom back to Ferufalem, while yet he was forbidden the 
court, vet. 21,—24. III. After an-account of Abfalom, 
his perfon and:family, we are told how at length he was 

_ introduced by Foab into the king’s prefence, and the king 
was thoroughly reconciled to him, ver. 25,—32. 


OW Joab the fon of Zeruiah perceived 

- that the king’s:heart was toward Abfa- 

Jom. 2 And Joab fent to Tekoah, and fetcht 
thence a wife woman, and faid unto her, I pray 
thee, feign thyfelf to be a mourner, and put on 

- now mourning apparel, and anoint not thyfelf 
with oil, but be as a woman that had a long 
time mourned for the dead: 3 And come to 
the king, and fpeak on this manner unto him: 
fo Joab put the words in her mouth. 4 YF And 
-when the woman of Tekoah fpake to the king, 
fhe fell on her face to the ground, and did o- 
beifance, andfaid, Help, O king. 5 And the 
king faid unto her, What aileth thee? And fhe 
anfwered, I am indeed: a widow woman, and 
mine hufband is dead. -6 And thy handmaid 
had two fons,.and they two ftrove together in 
the field, and there was none to part them, 


but the one {mote the other, and flew him. 7 | 


And behold, the whole family is rifen’ againft 


thine handmaid, and they faid, Deliver him | 
that fmote his brother, that we may. kill him, © 


‘for the life of his brother whom he flew, and 


“we will deftroy the heir alfo: and:fo they fhall | 


quench my coal which is left, and fhall ‘not 
leave to my hufband neither name nor remain- 
der upon the earth. 
to the woman, Go to thine, houfe, and I will 
“give charge concerning thee. _g And the wo- 
man of Tekoah faid unto the king, My lord, 
O king, the iniquity de on me, and on my fa- 
» ther’s houfe: and the king and his throne. be 
guiltlefs. 10 And the king faid, Whofoever 
faith ought unto thee, bring him to me, and he 
fhall not touch thee any more, 11 Then faid 
fhe, I pray thee, let the king remember the 
Lorp thy God, that thou wouldft not fuffer, the 


J 
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lord the king now*fpeak. 


8 And the king faid un-— 
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revengers of blood to deftroy any more, left they 
deftroy my fon. And he faid, 4s the Lorp lie ~ 
veth, there fhall not one hair of thy fon fall to: 
the earth. 12 Then the woman faid, Let thine 
handmaid, I pray thee, fpeak one word unto 
my lord the king. And he faid, Say on. 13 
And the woman faid, Wherefore then haft thou 
thought fuch a thing againft the people of. 
God? for the king doth fpeak this thing, as 
one which is faulty, in that the king doth not 
fetch home again his banifhed. 14 For we 
muft needs die, and are as water f{pilt on the 
ground, which cannot be gathered up again: 
neither doth God refpe& any perfon, yet doth 
he devife means, that his banifhed be not: ex- 
pelled from him. 15 Now therefore that Tam 
come to fpeak of this thing unto my lord the 
king, 7t is becaufe the people have made- me 
afraid: and thy handmaid faid, I will now 
fpeak unto the king; it may be that the king 
will perform the requeft of his handmaid. 16 
For the king will hear, to deliver his handmaid K 
out of the hand of the man that would deftroy 
me and my fon together out of the imheritance: 
of God: 17 Then thine handmaid faid, The 
word of my lord the king ‘fhaill now be com- 


-fortable: for as an angel of God, fo is my lord 


the king to difcern good and bad: therefore: 
the Lorp thy God will be with thee. 18 Then 
the king enfwered and faid unto the woman, 
Hide not from me, I pray thee, the thing that. 
I thall afk thee. And the woman faid, Let my— 
19 And the king 
faid, Zs not the hand of Joab with thee in all 


‘this? And the woman anfwered and faid, As 


thy foul liveth, my lord the king, none can 
turn to the right hand or to the left from ought 
that my lord the king hath fpoken: for thy” 
fervant Joab he bade me, and he put all thefe — 
words in the mouth of thine handmaid: 20 To 
fetch about this form of fpeech hath thy fer- 
vant Joab done this thing: and my lord 7s wife, — 
according to the wifdom of an angel of God, to — 
know all things that are in the earth, = 


“Here is, Fir/?, Joab’s defign to get Abfalom recalled out of 
banifhment, his crime pardoned, and his attainder reverfed, 
ver. 1. Joab made himfelf very bufy in this affair. (1.) As - 
a courtier that was {tudious, by all ways poflible, to ingratiate 
himfelf with his prince, and improve his intereft in 
he perceived that the king’s heart was towards .. 
that, the beat of his difpleafure being over, he : 
old affection for him, and only wanted @ friend to co 
to be reconciled, and to contrive for him how he might do it, 
without impeachment of the honour of his juftice: Joab, find- 
ing which way David’s pulfe beat, undertook this good offic 
(2.) As a friend to Abfalom, whom, perhaps, hee 
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‘ticular kindnefs for, at leaft looked upon him as the rifing fun, 
to whom it was his intereft to recommend himfelf. , He plain- 
_ly forefaw his father would, atdength, be reconciled to him ; 
and therefore thought he would make both his friends, if he 
were inftrumental to bring it about.’ (3-) Asa ftatefman, and 
_ one concerned for the-public welfaré. He knew how much 


_ Abfalom was the darling of the people ; and if David fhould 


die, while he was in banifhment, it might occafion a civil war 
between thofe that were for him, and thofe that were again({t 


him; for, it is probable, though’ all [frael loved his perfon, 


_yet they were much divided upoa his cafe. (4.) As one that 
was himfelf a delinquent, by the murder of ‘Abner ;*he was 
confcious to himfelf of the guilt of blood, and that he: was 
himfelf obnoxious to public juftice ; and. therefore, whatever 
favour he could’ procure to be fhewn to Abfalom, would cor- 
roborate his reprieve. 

Secondly, His contrivancé to do it, by laying fomewhat of 
a parallel cafe before the king, which was done fo dexteroufly, 

_by the perfon he employed, that the king took it for a real 
cafe, and gave judgnient upon it, as he had-done upon Nathan’s 
parable ; and the judgment being in favour of the criminal, the 
manager might, by that, difcover his fentiments fo far as to 
venture upon the application of it; and to fhew, that it was 

the cafe of his own family, which, it is probable, fhe was in- 
{tracted not to proceed to, if the king’s judgment, upon her 


cafe, had been fevere. 


1, The'perfon he employed is not named ; but is {aid to be 


_ a woman of Tekoah; one whom he Anew to be fit for fuch an | 


, undertaking :, and iit was requifite:the fcene fhould be-Jaid at a 
_ diftance, that David might not think it ftrange he had not 
_heard of it before. It is faid the was a wife woman, one that 
~ had a quicker wit, and a readier tongue, than moft of her neigh- 


.- bours, ver. 2.5 the truth of the {tory would be the lefs fufpect- 


_ the widows, Pfal. Ixviii. «. ; 
_ pen to the cries of the afflicted, and his heart too, than that of 
__ the moft merciful princes on earth could be. 


» ed, when it came, as was fuppofed, from the perfon’s own mouth. 


sy 2. The charaéter fhe put, on was, that of a difconfolate wi- 
dow, ver. 2.. Joab knew fuch a one would have an eafy ac- 


““cefs to the king, who was always ready to comfort the mour- 
. ers; efpecially the mourning widows, having himfelf mention- 


ed it among the titles of God’s honour, that he is a judge of 
God’s ear, no doubt, is more o- 


3. Tt was a cafe of compaflion, which fhe had to reprefent 


to the king, and a cafe in which fhe could have no relief, but 


from -theschancery in the royal breaft ;.the law (and, confe- 
. , quently, the judgment of all the inferior courts) being againft 


her. She tells the king, that fhe had buried her hufband, ver. | 


5.3 that fhe had two fons that were the fupport and comfort 


~ of her widowed ftate; that thefe two (as young men are apt 


to do) fell'out and fought, and one of them unhappily killed 


» the other;-ver. 6.; that, for her part, fhe was defirous to pro- 


- tect the manflayer’; for, as Rebekah argued concerning her two 


‘ 


fons, Why fhould fhe be deprived of them both in one day ? Gen. 
xxvii. 46- But though c. who. was neareft of kin to the 
~ flain, was- willing to let fall the demands of an avenger of blood; 
yet the other relations infifted upon. it, that the furviving bro- 


"ther fhould be ‘put to death, according .to.daws.not outiof an 


_ affection either to juftice or to the memory of the flain brother ; 
»but that, by defroying the heir, (which they had the impudence 


_ to own, was the thing they aimed at), the inheritance might be 


theirs; and, by this means, they would cut off, (1.) Her com- | 
forts they /ball quench my coal; deprive me of the only fup- 
' port of my old age, and put a period to all. my joy in this 


world, which is reduced to this one coal. (2.). Her hufband’s 


Memory ; his family will be quite extin@ 5 and they will ave 


Bim neither-name nor. remainder, ver. 7. 
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4. The king promifed her his favour, and a protection for 
her fon. Obferve how. the grew upon the king’s compaflion- 
ate concefhons. (1.) Upon the reprefentation of her cafe, he 
promifed to confider of it, and to give order: about it} ver. 8. 
This was encouraging, that he did not difmifs Her petition 
with Curat lex: Let the law take its courfe ; blood calls for 
blood;.and let it have what it calls for: but he will take time 
to enquire, whether the allegations of her ‘petition’ be true. 
(2.) The woman is’not content with this, but begs that he 
would immediately give judgment im her favour; and, if the 
matter of fact were not as fhe reprefented “it, and confequently 
a Wrong judgment given upon it, ‘lef. Ker ‘beat the ‘blame, and 
free the king and his throue from Silt, ver. 93° yet Her faying 
this would not acquit theking, if Ke ‘fhould pafs fentétice, with- 
out taking due cognifance-of the café. »\( 3+) Being thus pref- 
fed, he makes a further promife, that {Me flould not be Injured 
or infulted by*her adverfaries ; but hetwould proteé her from 
all moleftation,. ver. ro. °° Magittrates ought to be'the patrons 
of opprefled widows. (4-) Yet this doth not tontent her, un- 
lefs fhe can get her fon’s pardon, and a proteétion for: Kim too. 
Parents are not eafy unlefs their children be fafe, fafe for both 
worlds, ver. 11.3. vet not the avenger of blood defiroy stay fon, 
for I am undone if I lofe him; as good. take my life as his. 


Therefore let the king remember the Lord thy God, ice 1. « 


Let him confirm this merciful fentence with an oath, making 
mention of the Lord our God, by way of appeal to him, that 
the fentence may be indifputable, and irreverfible, and then I 
flall be eafy. See Heb. vi. 175 18. [2:]} Let him confider 
what good reafon there is for this merciful fentence, and then 
he himfelf will be confirmed in it. 
and merciful the Lord thy God is; how he bears long with fin- 


-ners, and doth not deal with them “according to their deferts, 


but is ready to forgive. Remember how: the Lord’ thy God 
{pared Cain, who flew. his brother, and protected him from the 
avengers of blood, Gen. iv. 15. Remember how the Lord thy 
God forgave thee the blood of Uriah 3 and let the King, ‘that 
-has found mercy, fhew mercy. Note, Nothing is more pro- 
per, or more powerful,'to engage us ‘to every duty, efpecially 
to all aéts of mercy and kindnefs, than'to remember the Lord 
our God. (5.) This importunate widow, by preffing the 


matter thus clofe, obtains at laft a fall pardon for her { ira 


tified with an oath as fhe defired, 4s the Lord liveth, there 
Shall not one hair of thy fon fall to the earth, i.e. 1 will under- 
take he fhall come to no damage upon this a¢count. The Son 
of David hath affured all that put themfelves under his protec- 
tion, that, though they fhoeld be put to death for his fake, nor 


a hair of their head fbould perifh, Luke xxi. 16, 18.5 though - 
they fhould lofe for him, they fhould not lofe by him. Whe-. 


ther David did well thus to undertake the protection of a mur- 
derer, whom the cities of refuge would not protect, I cannot 
fay. But as. the matter of fad appeared to ‘him, there was 


| Mot only great reafon for ‘compafliin to the mother, but room 


enough for a favourable judgment concerning the fon: he had 
flain his brother, but he bated him not in time paf; it was up- 
on a fudden provocation, and, for ought appeared, it might be 
done in his own defence. He pleaded not this himfelf, but 
the judge muft be of counfel for the prifoner; and therefore 
ket mercy at this time, rejoice againft judgment, 

5. The cafe being thus adjudged in favour of her fon, it is 
now time to'apply it to the king’s fon, Abfalom. The mafk 


here begins to be thrown off,’ and another fcene opened ; the 
| king is furprifed, but not at all difpleafed, to find his humble pe- 


titioner of a fudden become his reprover; his priyy counfellor, 
an advocate for the prince his fon ; and the mouth of the peo- 
ple, undertaking to reprefent to him theimenfe. 


3 E 12.5 


Remember how gracious 


to She begs his _ 
‘pardon, and his patience, for what fhe had further to fay, ver, 
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2203. and {has Teave to fa vy jt, the king being very well pleafed 
with her wit and humour. 

1, She fappofeth Abfalom’s cafe to be, in effect, the Age 
with that which fhe had put as her fon’s; and therefore, if the 
king would prote -her fon, though he had flain his brother, 


much mare ought he to protect his own, and to fetch home bie 


hanifbed, ver. 13. Mutato nomine de te fabula narratur. She 
names not Abfalom, nor needed fhe to name him ; David long- 
ed fo much after him, and had him. fo much in his thoughts, 
that he was foon aware whom fhe meant, by Ais banifhed. And 
in thefe two words were two arguments which the king’s ten- 
der fpirit felt the force of: he 1s banifhed, and has for three 


years undergone the difgrace and terror, and all the inconveni-° 


ences of banifhment ; fufficient to fuch a one is this punifhment : 
but he is thy banifhed, thy own fon, a piece of thyfelf, thy dear 
fon, whom thou loveft.s - 

It is true, Abfalom’s»cafe differed very much from that 
which fhe had put: Abfalom did not flay his brother upon a 
hafty paffion, but malicioufly, and upon an.old grudge; not in 
the field, where there were no witneffes, but at the table, be- 
fore all his guefts. Abfalom was not an only fon, as hers was; 
David had many more, and one lately born, more likely to be 
his fucceffor than Abfalom, for he was called. edidiah, becaufe 
God loved him. But David was himfelf too well affeéted. to 
the caufe, to be critical in his remarks upon the difparity of the 
cafes; and was more defirous than fhe could be, to bring that 
favourable judgment to his own fon, which fhe had given con- 
cerning hers. 

2dly, She reafons upon it with the king, to perfuade him to 
recal Abfalom out of banifhment, give him his pardon, and take 

. him into his favour again. 
(1.) She pleads the intereft which the people of Iftael had 


in him. . What is done again{t him, is done again? the people © 


of God, who have their eye upon him as heir of the crown, at 
ieaft have their eye npon the houfe of David in general, with 
which the covenant is made; and which therefore they cannot 


fee the diminution and decay of, by the fall of fo. many of its’ 


branches.in the flower of their age... Therefore he ding peaks 
as one that is faulty ; for he will provide that. my bufband’s 
name and memory be not cut off ; and yet takes no care, though 
his own be,in danger, which is of more value and importance 
than ten. thoufand of aurs. 

(2. ) She pleads man’s mortality, Metelie 
ie it_is appointed for us, we cannot avoid the thing itfelf ;- 
nor defer it till another time: We are-all under a fatal necef- 
& ity of “dying ; ; and when we are dead we are patt all recal, as 
‘avater fpilt upon the ground; nay, even. while we are alive we 
are fo, we have loft our immortality, paft retrieve: Amnon 
“mutt have died fome time, if Abfalom had not killed him 3 and 
af Abfalom be now put to death for killing him, that will not 
bring him to life again. This was poor reafoning, and would. 
ferve againft the punifhment of any murderer. 
feem,. Amnon was a man ill-beloved , by the people, and his 
death little lamented; and it was generally. thought hard that 
fo dear a life as Abfalom’s fhould go for one fo little valued as 
Amnon’ Se 

(3-) She pleads God's mercy and his clemency cowards 
poor guilty finners. God doth not take away the foul, or life, 
but devifeth means that his banifhed, his children that have of- 
feaded him, and are obnoxious to his juttice, as Abfalom is to 
_ thine, Je not for ever expelled from him, ver. 14. Here are two 
great inftances of the mercy of God to finners, properly urged 
as reafons for fhewing mercy. [1.] The patience he exerci- 
feth towards them. His law is broken, yet he doth not pre- 


fently take away the life of thofe that break it; doth not {trike 
finagrs, dead, as jualy be might, in the act of fin; but.bears ! 


SAO Me Be 1, 


We muft needs. 


- is in danger of being infected with the idolatry of the Heathen, 
among whom he fojourns, and of bringing home the infeétion 
| afterwards... 


But it fhould 


with sa, and waits to be gracious.  God’s vengeance had 


fuffered Abfalom to live; why then fhould not David’s juftice 


fuffer him? [2.] The provifiog he has made for their reftora-_ 
tion to his favour, that though, by fin, they have. banifhed 
themfelves from him, yet they might not be expelled or cal 
off for ever. . Atonement might be made for finners by facrie’ 
fice: lepers, and others, ceremonially unclean, were banifhed 


but provifion was. made for their cleanfing, that, thougb for or ; 
The Mate 


time excluded, they might not be finally expelled. 
of finners is a {tate of banifhment from God. Poor Banithed - 
fianers are likely to be for ever expelled from. God, if fome 
courfe be not taken to prevent it: itis againft'the mind of God 
that they fhould be fo, for he is not willing that any fhould 
perifh : infinite wifdom has devifed proper means to prevent it 5. 
fo that it is fianers Own fault if they be catt off: And this ine 
{tance of Ged’s good will towards us all fhould “incline us to 


~ be merciful and compaflionate one towards another, Mat. 


Xvili, 32. 33. 
6. She concludes her addrefs with a hag deal of compli- - 
ment to the king, and mighty expreflions of her affurance, that 
he would do what was juft and kind, both in the one cafe and. 
in the other, ver. 15 16, 17. for, as if the cafe had been real, 
a the addrefleth tor herfelf aod her fon, yet meaning Abe 
alom. . 
1/1, She-would not have troubled the king thus, but that the | 


people made her afraid. . Under{tanding it of her own cafe, all _ 


her neighbours made her apprehenfive of the ruin fhe and her 
fon were upon the brink of, from the avengers of blood; the 
terror of which made her thus bold in her applications to the — 
king himfelf. . Underftanding it of Abfalom’s cafe, the gives . 


the king to underftand what he did not know before, that the _ 


nation was difpufted at his feyerity towards Abfalom, to that 
degree, that fhe was really afraid it would occafion a general 


mutiny or infurrection ; for the preventing of which great mif. - 


chief, fhe ventured to {peak to the king hamnielt eel es the 


* was in muft excufe her rudenefs. . 4: ayes oie 


2dly,, She applied. herfelf to him inn. a | prea confidence i ine 


his wifdom and clemency: I faid, 7 will peak to the king : my- 
felf, and afk no body to fpeak for me; for the king will-hear - 


reafon even from fo mean a creature as Lam, will hear the cries . 


of the opprefled, and will not fuffer the pooreft of his fubjects. - : 


to be deftroyed out of the inheritance of God 3 i. ¢. driven out of — 


the land of Ifrael, to feek for fhelter among the uncircumcifed; 
as Abfalom 4s, ato cafe is fo much the worfe,, that, being. a 
fhut out of the inheritance of God, he wants God’s law and ors — 


dinances, which might help to. bring him to repentance; and 


To engage the king-to grant her requeft, fhe ex- 
prefleth herfelf very confidently, that his anfwer would be com- 


fortable, and fuch as angels bring, (as Bifhop Patrick explains, pis 
| it), who are, meflengers of divine mercy. 
faith by way of compliment, the prophet faith by way of pro- 


mife, Zech. xii. 8. that when the evcak foall be as David, the . 


. houfe of David foall be as the angel of the Lord. And in ors * 
der to this, the Lord thy God will be with thee, to afldt thee:.3 
in this and every judgment thou giveft. Great expe@tations 
are great engagements, efpecially to perfons of honour, to do: - 


their utmoft, not to difappoint thofe that depend up 
Lafily, The hand of Joab is fufpected by the. king, anda 
knowledged by the woman to be in all this, ver. 18, 19, 20. 
(1.) The king foon fufpeéted it. For |} 
fuch a woman.as this would have: adeueteed | to. hi 


- of fuch moment, of her own head: and he kn none fo Ii hikes 2 


ly to fet her on as Joab, who was a 4 politic 
of Abfalom’ Setup 0a a Gah By 


What this woman. — 


Chap. XIV> ye 


§ 
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_, which may illaftrate the'methods of divine grace. 


_ fo univerfally grateful, ver. 22. 


. 


-(2.) The woman very honeftly owned it: Thy feravant Soab 
_ te bade me. Tf it be well done, let him have the thanks; if 


_ Ul, let him bear the blame. Though fhe found it very agrees 


able to the king ; yet the would not take the praife of it to her- 


» felf, but {peaks the truth as it was, and gives us an example to 


do likewife, and never to tell a’lie for the concealing of a well- 
managed fraud. Dare to be true, nothing can need a lie. 


219 And the king faid unto Joab, Behold 
now, I have done this thing: go therefore, bring 
the young mau Abfalom again. 22 And Joab 
fell to the ground on his face, and bowed him- 
felf, and thanked the king: and Joab faid, To- 
day thy fervant knoweth that I have found 
grace in thy fight, my. lord, O king, in that the 
King hath fulfilled the requeft of his fervant. 
23 So Joab arofe and went to Gefhur, and 
brought Abfalom to Jerufalem. 24 And the 
king faid, Let him turn to his own houfe, and 
fet him not fee my face. So Abfalom return: 
ed to his own houfe, and faw not the king’s 
face. 25 {| But in all Ifrael there was none to 
be fo much preifed as Abfalom for his beauty : 


» from the fole of his foot even to the crown of 


is head, there was no blemifh inhim, 26 And 
when he polled his head (for it was at every 
year’s end that he polled z¢: becaufe the bair 


was heavy on him, therefore he polled it) he ° 


weighed the hair of his head at two hundred 
thekels after the ‘king’s weight. _ 27 And unto 
Abfalom there. were born three fons and one 
daughter, whofe name was Tamar: fhe was a 
woman ofa faircountenance. 


- Here is, 1. Order given for the bringing back of Abfalom. 
‘The errand on which the woman came to David was {o apree- 
able, and her management of it fo very ingenious and furprifing, 
that he was now got into a wonderful good humour: Go (faith 
he to Joab), bring the young man Abfalom again, ver. 21. He 

~ was himfelf inclined to favour him + yet, for the honour of his 
juttice, he would not doit, but upon interceffion made for him; 
It is true, 
- God has thoughts of compaffion towards poor finners, not willing 
_that any fhould perifh 5 yet he is reconciled to them through a 


_ Mediator, whointercedes with him on their behalf) and to whom 


he has’ given'thefe: orders, Go, bring’ them again. God was 
in Chrift reconciling the world to himfelf; and he came to this 


land of our banifhment, to bring us to God. 
Joab having received thefe orders, (1.) Returns thanks to 


the king for doing him the honour to: employ him\in an affair 
Joab took it as a ‘kindnefs:to 
himfelf, and (fome think) as'an indication, that he would ne- 
ver call him to’ an account'for the murder he had been guilty 


) 


of, But if he meant fo, he was miftaken, as we thal! find, 


ee 3 Kings ii. 5, 6. "(2:) Delays not to put them! in execution: 


He: brought Abfalom to Jernfalem, vet. 23.°°T fee not how: 
David canbe juftified, in fufpending the execution of the ane. 


cient-law, Gen. ixy6. Whofo foeds ‘man’s blodd, by man foall 


his blood be-fbed ; in which a righteous magiftrate ought not to 


acknowledge even his brethren or know his owy children. God’s 
Jaws were never defigned to be like cobwebs, which’ catch the 


9) Aus OO 


was) with gold dutt. 
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little flies, but fatter thé great ones to break through. God 
july made Abfalom a fcourge to. him, whom his foolilh pity 


_ thus fpared. But though he allowed him to retara to his oun 


houfe, he forbade him ‘the court, and would net fee him him- 
felf, ver. 24. © He put him under this interdict, [1.} For his 


_ own honour, that he might not feem to countenance fo great a 


criminal, nor to forgive him too eafily. [2.] For Abfalom’s 
greater humiliation. Perhaps he had heard fomething of his 
carriage, when Joab went to fetch him, which gave him too 
mach reafon to think he was not truly penitent. He therefore 
put hint under this mark of his difpleafure, that he might, be-a- 
wakened tora fight of his fin, and forrow for it, and: might 
make his peace with God; upon the fir{t notice of which, no 
doubt, David would be forward to receive him again. into +his 
favour. ‘ ° F 
- 2. Oceafion taken from ‘thence to give an account of Abf 
lom. Nothing is faid of his wifdom and piety. Though he 
was the fon of fuch a devout father, we read nothing of his de- 
votion. Parents cannot give grace to their children, though 
they give them never fo good education. Al that is heré fad 
of him is, (1.) That he was a very handfome man: There 
was not his fellow in all Ifrael for beauty, ver. 25. A poor 
commendation for a manthat had nothing elfe in him valuable. 
Handfome are they that handfome do. Many a polluted de- 


formed foul dwells in a fair and comely body: witnefs Abla- 


lom’s, that was polluted with blood, and deformed with unnas 
tural difaffection to his father and prince. In his body there 


>was no blemi/b, but in his mind nothing but quounds and bruifes. 


Perhaps this was one reafon why his father was fo fond of him, 
and protested him from juftice. Thofé have reafon to fear af.” 
fliction in their children, who are better pleafed with theixy beaus 
ty than with their virtue. (2.) That he had a very fine head 
of hair. Whether it was the lerigth or colour, or extraordi« 
nary foftnefs of it, fomething there was which made it very vas 


- luable, and very'much an ornament to him, ver. 26¢: ‘Phis 
| potice is taken of his hair, not asa Nazarite, (he was far from 
_ that ftriétnefs), but as a beau. He let it gtow till it was-a bins 


den to him,’ and was heavy on hint ; nor would he cut it, as 
long as ever he could bear it. As pride feels no cold,’ fo it 
feels no heat; and that which feeds and gratifies it, is not com 
plained of, though very uneafy. | When he did ‘poll it at cers 


| tain times, -for oftentation he had it weighed, thatit might be 
_ feen how mucli it excelled. other mens ; and it weighed two 
_ hundred fhekels; which fome reckon ‘to be three pound and. 


two ounces of our weight; and with the oil and powder, efpe- 
cially if it were: powered (as Jofephus faith the: fafhion then 


(3-) That his: family» began:ito be 
It is probable he was_a good wile before he had a - 


up that pillar which is mentioned, chap. xviit. 18. to ‘bear up 


his mame? but afterwards -he had three fons, ‘and one pretty. 
| daughter, ver. 27: 


Or, perhaps, thefe fons, while he was 
hatching his rebellion, were all cut’ off by the righteous hand-of _ 


2 . Gods and thereupon he fet up that monument, 


28 { So Abfalom divelt two full years in Je- 
rufalem, and faw*not the king’s face. 29 There- 
fore Abfalom feng for Joab, to have fent him to * 
the king, but he would not ¢ome to him: and 
when he fent again the fecond time, he would 
not come. 30 Therefore he faid unto his fer. 
vants, See, foab’s. field is near mine, and he 


~ hath barley there; go and fet it om fire? and 


3 E'2 Abfalom’s 


id 


Bithop Patrick thinks it is not at all ~~ 
_ incredible that it fhould weigh fo much. ‘This fine hair proved 
_ his halter, chap. xviii. 9. 
) built up. 
_ child; and them it was, that, defpairing. of having one, he fet 


- 


* fpeak with him, for he durft not go to him; but Joab would: 


he bids his fervants fet Joab’s cornfields on fire, ver. 30. As 


-falom was obliged by: the law to make reftitution, Exod. xxiii, 


404 Il. 28; BegM 


Abfalom’s fervants fet the field on fire. 31 
Then Joab arofe and came to Abfalom unto 
his houfe, and faid unto him, Wherefore have 
thy fervants fet my field on fire? 32 And Ab- 
falom anfwered Joab, Behold, I fent unto thee, 
faying, Come hither, that I may. fend thee to 
the king, to fay, Wherefore am I come from 
Gefhur? it had been good for me to have been 
there ftill; now therefore let me fee the king’s 
face ; and if there be any iniquity in me, let 
him kill me. 33 So Joab came to the king, and 
told him: and when he had called for Abfalom, 
he came to the king, and bowed himfelf on his 
face to the. ground before the king: and the 
king kifled Abfalom. 


Three years Abfalom had been an exile with his father-in- 
Jaw, and now two years:a prifoner at large in his own houfe ; 
and in both, better dealt with than he deferved; and yet his 
{pirit was {till uphumbled, his pride unmortified ; and, inftead 
of being thankful that his life is fpared, he thinks himfelf fore-. 
ly wronged, that he is not reftored to all his places at court. 
Had he truly repented of his fin, his diftance from the gaieties 
of the court, and his' folitude and retirement in his own houfe, 
efpecially being in Jerufalem the holy city, would have been 
very agreeable to him. Ifa murderer muft live, yet let him 
be for evér a reclufe. But Abfalom cannot, bear this juft and 
gentle mortification :. He longs-to fee the king’s face; pretend- 
ing it was becaufe he loved him, but really becaufe he wanted 
an opportunity to fupplant him. He cannot do his father a _ 
mifchief, till he is reconciled to him. ‘This therefore is the 
firft branch of his plot.» This {nake cannot fting again, till he 
be warmed in his father’s bofom. How he gained his point, 
not by pretended fubmiffions, and promifes of reformation, 
but (would you think it?) by huffing and heétoring, we are. 
here told, 
pe By. his infolent carriage toward Joab, he brought him to. 
mediate for him. Once and. again he fent to Joab ta come 


not come at him, ver. 29.- probably becaufe Abfalom had not 
owned the kindnefs he had done him, in bringing him to Je- 
rufalem, fo gratefully as he thought he fhould have done. Proud 
men elie every fervice done them for.a due debt. Now, one 
would have thought a perfon in Abfalom’s circumftances fhould 
have fent to fpeak Joab fair, and offer him a large gratuity, 
fhould haye made hima noble prefent ; courtiers expect it. No 5. 


fpiteful a thing as'hiescould do.’ Sainfon could: not think of a. 
greater injury to dothe Philiftines than this. Strange! that 
Abfalom fhould think, by doing Joab a mifchief, to prevail 
with him to do him a kindnefs ; 3) or to recommend himfelf to. 
the favour-of his prince or people, by fhewing himfelf fo very 
malicious and ill-natured, and fuch an enemy to the public 
good 5 ‘for the fire might fpread to others corn. Yet by this 
means he brings Joab to him, ver. 31. _‘Uhus God, by afilic- 
tions brings thofe to him that keep at a diftance from him. -Ab- © 


6. yet we do not find that either he offered it, or that Joab de- 
manded it. Joab (it may be) thought he could not juftify his 
refufal to come to fpeak with him; and therefore Abfalom 
thought he could juftify his taking this way to fetch him. And 
now Joab (perhaps frighted at the furprifing boldnefs and fury 
of i and apprehenfive that he had made, an intereft in 


~ what fome men can do by threats, and carrying things wie a 


_of his favour, when, alas! it was nothing lefs. 


ee had a erate acne came t 


- 


VU la. ° 4 Chap: XIV, ‘s 


| the people ftrong enough to bear him out in doing the moft 


daring thi ngs, elfe he would never have done this) not. only) 
puts up this injury, but goes on his errand to the king; See 


high hand. 

2. By his infolent meflage (for i can call it no better) to: 
the king, he recovered his place at court, to /ee the king? s face, 
which is the periphrafis of a privy counfellor, Efth. i. 14. 

1/?, His meflage was haughty and imperious, and very un- 
becoming either a fon or a fubje@, ver. 32. He undervalued 
the favour that had been fhewed him, in recalling him from ba-_ 
nifhment, and reftoring him to his own houfe ; and that in Je- 
rufalem : Wherefore am 1 come from Gefhur? He denies his: 
own crimes, though moft notorious ;: and will not own that. 
there was any iniquity in him, infmuating, that therefore he had | 
beer wronged in the rebuke he had been under. He defies, 
the king’s juftice :. Let him kill me, if he can find in his heart, 
knowing he loved him too well to do it.» 

2dly, Yet with this meflage he carried his point, ver. 33. 
David’s ftrong affection for him, conftrued all this to/be’ the: 
language of a great refpeét for his father, and-an. earne(t defire - 
“See how eafi-’ 
ly wife and good men may be impofed upon by their own chil- 


dren that defign ill, efpecially when they are. blindly fond of 


them. Abfalom, bya low congee, teftified his fubmiflion to’ 

his father: He Jowed him/felf on his face to the ground ; and. 

David, with a kifs, fealed his pardon. ‘Did the bowels of a. , 

father prevail to reconcile him to an impenitent fon, and thal 

penitent finners queftion the compaflions of him who is the Fa-— 
ther of mercy? If Ephraim bemoan himfelf, God foon be-. 

moans him, with all the kind expreflions of a fatherly tender-. . 

nefs ; He is is a dear fon, a pleafant child ae XEXI. 20, © 4 

CHAP, XV. 

Abfalom’s name fignijies the peace of his father; rte aide 
bis greate, eft trouble ; fo oft are we di ifappointed i ‘in our expec 
tactions from the creature. The fword entailed upon David’ s 
houfe had hitherto been among his children, but now it begins: 
to be drawn againft himfelf f, with this aggravation, that he 
may thank bimfelf for it ; for had he done juftice upon the mur- 
derer, be had prevented the traitor. The ftory of Abfalom’s 
rebellion begins with this chapter, but qwe muff go over three: 
or ek more before we fee the end of it. In this chapter ave 
have, 1. The arts'Abfalom ufed to infin uate himfelf into the‘ 

» people’s afeitin, ver. 1,6. IL. His open avowing his pre~ 
tenfions to the crown at Hebron, whither he went under co~ 
four of a vow, and the flrong party that appeared Sor him 

there, ver.7,—12. ILL. The notice brought of this to Da-. 
wid, and his flight from Ferufalem thereupon, ver. 13,—18.. 
Ln bis flight we are wold, (1.) What paffed between him and 
Itlai, ver. 19,—22. (2.). The ecncern of the country for: : 
him, ver. 23. (3.) His conference with Zadok, ver.'24,— 


29. (4.) His tears and prayers om this occafion, ver. 30. 
Lind & ) Matters concerted by him with Hufbai, ver. 32;. o 


‘Now the word of God was fulfilled, that he would, 
vile sis ons — him out of his own bk —— ihe. 


AND: al came to pafs” ‘after this, th ADEE: 
lom prepared, him chariots,. is rfes, 
‘A fifty men to run before him. 2 An 
falom rofe up early, and ftood be: 
of the gate: and it was /o, , that avh 


rk 


oe 


- 


> 
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faid, Of what city art thou? “And he faid, Thy 
feryant is of one of the tribes of Lrael. 3 And 
~Abfalom faid unto him, See, thy. matters are 
good and right, but there is no man deputed of 


the king to hear thee. 


4 Abfalom faid more- 


over, Oh that I were made “Judge in the land, 


- 


tice..5 And it was /o, tha 


that every man which hath any fuit or caufe, 
might come unto me, and I would do him jut. 


t when any man came 


nigh to him to do him obeifance, he put forth 
his hand, and took him and kiffed him. 6 And 


‘on this manner did Abfalom to all Ifrael that 
came to the king for judgment: fo Abfalom 
{tole the hearts of the men of Ifrael, 


Abfalom is no fooner reftored 


aims to be in the throne. He that was unhumbled. under his 
troubles, became unfufferably proud when they were over ; and 
he cannot be content with the honour of being the king’s fon, 


to his place at court; but he 


and the profpect of being his fucceffor, but he mult be king 


tow. His mother was a king’s 
he valued himfelf, and defpifed hi 
of Jeffe... She was the daughter 


daughter; on that, perhaps, » 


s father, who was but the fon 
of a Heathen king, which 


_ made him the lefs concerned for the-peace of Ifrael : and Da: 
«vid, in this unhappy iffue ‘of that marriage, {marted for his be- 
- ing unequally yoked with an unbelicver. ? 


“When Abfalom was reftored t 


o the king’s favour, if-he had 


had any fenf of gratitude, he would have ftudied how to ob- 


lige his father, and make him eafy ;. but, quite contrary, he . 


meditates how to undermine him 


3 by flealing the hearts of tbe 


people from him. ‘Two. things recommend a man to popular 


efteem; greatnefs and goodnefs, 


Firf, Abfalom looks great, ver.1. He had learned of the 


king of Gefhur, what was not al 
to multiply horfes ; which make 


lowed to the kings of Ifrael, 
him look defirable, while his 


father on his mule looks defpicable. The people defired a king 
like the mations ; and fach a one Abfalom will be, appearing in 
pomp and magnificence, above what had been {een in Jerufa. 
lem. Samuel had foretold that this would be. the.manner of 
the king, he thall have chariots and horfemen, and fome foall run 
before his chariots, 1 Sam. viii. 11. and this. is Abfalom’s man- 


ner. Fifty footmen (in rich live 


before him, to give notice of his approach, would highly gratify | 


ries we may fuppofe) running 


his pride, and the people’s foolith fancy. David thinks it is 


_  defigned. only to grace his court, 


and connives at it.  Thofe 


ae .parents know. not what they do, who Andulge a proud humour 
in their children 5: for I have feen more young people ruined 

by pride, than by any one lult whatfoever. 
Secondly, Abfalom will feem very good too, but with a very 
‘bad defign. Had he. approved himfelf a good fon, and a good 
~ fubje€t, and fet himfelf-to ferve 
done his prefent duty, and thewed himfelf worthy of future ho- 
nours after his father’s death. ‘Thofe’that -know how to obey 
well, know how to rule: but to fhew how-good a judge, and 
how good a. king he willbe, is but to deceive himfelf and os 
thers. Thofe are good indeed, that are good in their own 


-_ place, not that pretend how good 


his father’s intereft, he had 


places... But this is all the goodnefs we find in Abfalom. . » 


© 1. He wifheth that he were a 


judge in-Ifrael, ver. 4. He 


had all the pomp and all the pleafure he could with, lived as 
_gteat and as eafy as any man could ; yet this will ‘not content 


, 


him, unlefs.he have power too: 


vael! He! that should himfelf ba 


O that T were a judge in If 
ve been. judged to death for 


* 


murder, has the impudence.to aim at being a judge of others, 
We read not of Abfalom’s wifdom, virtue, or learning in the 
laWs, nor had he given aay proofs of his love to juftice, but the 
contrary ; yet he wifhes he were a jedge. Note, Thofe are 
commonly moft ambitious of preferment, that are leaft fit for 
it; the beft qualified are the moft mode(t and felidiffident ; 
while it isno better. than the fpirit of an Abfalom, that faith, 
O that T were @ judge in Trael } 

2. Hertakes avery ill courfe to compafs his with: -Had he 


humbly petitioned his father to employ him in the adminiftra- * 


tion of juftice, and ftudied to qualify himfelf for it, (according 
to the rule, Exod. xviii. 27.), no doubt he had been fure of 
the next judge’s place that fell : bat:that is too mean a polt ‘for 


his proud fpirit ; it is below him to be fubordinate, thouph to » 
P P » thougn 


the king his father ; he mutt be fupreme or nothing ; and fuch 
a judge as that every man that has any caufe might come to 
him. In all caufes, and over all perfons he mutt prefide ; little 
thinking what a fatigue this would be, to have every man come 
to him:  Mofes.bimfelf-could not bear it: Thofe know not 
what power is, that* prafp at fo much, { very much.* 

To gain the power he aims at, he endeavours to inftil into 
the people’s minds, : 

Yt, An ill. opinion of the prefent adminiftration, as if the af- 


fairs of the kingdom were altogether neglected, and no care ta= - 


ken about them. He picked up ail he could that had bufinefs 
at the council-board, inquired what their Bafinefs was 3 and, 
(1.) Upon a flight and general inquiry into their caufe, he 


pronounced it good : Thy matters are right. A fit man indeed : 


to be a judge, who would give judgment upon hearing one fide 
only! For he has a bad caufe indeed, that cannot put a good 
colour upon it, when he himfelf has the telling of the {tory, 


. Buty, (2.) ‘He told: them. it ‘was to no purpofe to appeal to the: 
throne: Lor there is no man depnted of the king to hear thee. 


The king is himfelf old and -paft bufinefs, or fo taken up with 
his devotions, that he never minds bufinefs ; his fons were {0 
addigted'to their pleafures, that though they had the name of! 
chief rulers, they took no care of the affairs Committed to them. 
He further feems to infinuate, what a great Jofs there was of 


him, while he was banifhed and confined, and how much the — 


public {uffered by it. What his father faid truly in Saul’s 
reigns Pfal. Ixxv. 3. he faith falfely, The land and all the inha- 
bitants of it are diffilved ; all will go to wreck and ruin, unlefs 
Lbear up the pillars of it. Every appellant thall be ‘made to: 
believe that he willsnever have juftice done him, unlefs Abfa- 
lom be viceroy, or lord jultice. It is the way of turbulent 
factious afpiring men, to reproach the government they are un- 
der: Prefumptous are they, Self-willed, and not afraid to fpeak 
evi of dignities, 2 Pet. ii. 10. Even David himfelf, the beft of 


. kings, and his adminiftration, could not efcape the worft of 
cenfures, They that aim to ufurp, cry out of grievances, and - 
pretend to defign nothing elfe but the redrefs of them 3 as Ab- 

. *) > mn / 


falom here, i 

2dly, A. good opinion of his own fitnefs to rule.. That the pros 
ple might fay, O that Abfalom were a judge, (and they are apt 
enough to defire changes), he recommends himfelf to then’, 
(t.) As-very diligent: he rofe up early, and appeared in pub- 
lic before the reft:of the kinp’s fons were ftirring; and he food 


befide the way of the gate, where the courts of judgment fat, as 


_ one mightily concerned to fee juftice done, and public bufinefs 
they will be in other people’s | 


difpatched.. (2-) As very inquifitive and prying, and defirous 
to be acquainted with every one’s cafe. ~ He would know of 


what city every one was that came for judgment, that he might - 


inform himfelf concerning every part of the kingdom, and the 
ftate of it, ver. 2.. (3.) As very familiar and humble. If any 
Ifraelite offered to do obeifince to him, he took him and em» 


braced him as a friend, hugged him, and kifed him, No man’s 


carriage 


al 


- then of a new model. 
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carriage could be more condefcending, while his heart was as | hack; 
lg the Lor. -d, whofe Service he had hitherto neglected 5 and that, 


proud as Lucifer’s. Ambitious projects are oft carried on by 
a foew of humility, Col. ti. 23. He knew what a grace it puts 
upon greatnefs to be affable and courteous, and how much it 
wins upon common péople. Had he been fincere init, it had 
been his praife ; but to fawn upon people, that he might betray 
them, was abominable hypocrify, | He croucheth uaa humbleth 
himfelf to draw them iato his net, Plal.. x. 9, £0. 

7 € And it came to pafs after forty years, 
that Abfalom faid unto the king, I pray thee, 
jet me go and pay my vow which I have vow- 
ed unto the Lorn, in Hebron... 8 For thy fer- 
vant.vowed a vow while L-abode at Gefhur in 
Syria, faying, If the Lorn fhall bring me again 
indeed to Jerufalem, then I will ferve the Lorp. 
g And the king faid unto him, a in peace. So 
he arofe and went to Hebron. ‘ro — But Ab- 
falom fent fpies throughout all tiie tribes of If 
rael, faying, As foon as ye hear the found of 


the trumpet, then ye fhall fay, Abfalom reign- 


ethin Hebron. 11 And with Abfalom went 


two hundred men out of Jerufalem, that were 


called, and they went in their fimplicity, and 
they knew not any thing. 12 And Abfalom 
fent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s. coun- 
fellor, from his city, even from Giloh, while 
he offered facrifices: and the confpiracy was 
ftrong; for the people increafed continually 
with Abfalom. 


Wehave here the breaking out Of Abfalom’s “chellions which 
‘the had Jong been contriving. . It is faid to be after forty years, 
ver. 7. But whence that is to be dated, we are not told; not 
from David’s beginning his reign, for then it would fall in the 
laft year of his ‘life, which is not probable; but either from his 
firit anointing by Samuel feven years before, or rather (I think) 


| from the people’s defiring a king, and the firft changeof the 
government into a monarchy 5 3 which might be about ten years. 


before David began to reign ; and it is fitly dated from thence, 


to fhew that the fame reftlefs fpirit was {till working; and ftill, 


they were given to change; as fond now ofa new man; as 
So it fell about the thirtieth year of 
David’s reign. Abfalom’s plot being now ripe for execution, 
1. The place he chofe for the rendezvous of his party, was 
‘Hebron ; the place where he was born, and where his father 
began his reign, and continued it feveral years, which would 
give fome advantage to his pretenfions. Every one knew He- 
‘bron to be a royal city; and it lay in the heart of Judah’s lot, 


-in which tribe, probably, he thought his intereft {trong. 
2, The pretence he had both to go thither, and to invite his 


friends to him there, was to offer a facrifice to God, in per- 
eee 2 of a vow he had made during his banithment, ver. 
7,8. We have caufe enovgh to fufpeét, that he had not 
made any fuch vow it doth not appear that. he was fo religi- 
oufly inclined; but he that fick not at murder and treafon, 
would not make confcience of a:lie,te- ferve his purpofe. If 
he faid he had made fuch a vow, no gue could difprove | Aap 
Under this pretence, 

iff, He got leave of his father to go to itesh! He “rill 
be well pleafed to hear, that his fon in his exile was foidefirous 


to return to Jerufalem, not only his father’s city, but the city — 


of the living God; that he looked up unto. God to bring him 


< 
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Chap. XV. 
that he had vowed, if he were brought: back, to jerve 


now he was brought back, he remembered his vow, a and te~ 
folved to perform it > aud if he think fit to do it in Hibbiss.” 
rather than in Sion or Gibeon, the good king is fo well plea. 
fed with the thing itfelf, that he will not object againft his 
choice of the place. See how willing tender parents are to 
believe the belt concerning their-children, and, upon the leaft 
indication-of good, to hope, even concerning ey that have 
been untoward, that they will repent and_ reform. But how 
eafy is it for childrew-to take advantage of their good. parents 
credulity, and to impofe upon them with the fhews of religion, 
while ftill they are what they were! David was overjoyed to 
hear that Abfalom inclined to /erve the Lord, and therefore 
readily gave him leave to go to wage and to po thither” 
with folemnity. ; 

2dly, He gat a good tae of fober fabftantial citizens to 
go along with him, ver. 11. There went two hundred men, 
probably of the principal men of Jerufalem, whom he invited 
to join with him in’ his feaft upom his facrifice ; and they went 
in their fimplicity, not in the leatt fulpedting that Abfalom had 
any ill defign in this journey. He knew it was to no’ purpofe 
to tempt them into his plot, they were inviolably firm to Da- 
vid ;.but he drew them in to accompany him, that the com- 
mon people might think they were in his intere(t, and that Da- — 
vid-was deferted by fome of his beft friends. Note, It is no 
new thing for very good men, and very good things, to be made 
ufe of by defigning men, to puta colour upon: ill practic s 
When religion is made a ftalking-horfe, and facrifice a fhout- 
ing-horn to fedition and ufurpation, it is not to be wondered 
at, if fome that are well affeGted to religion, as thefe followers 
of Abfalom here, are impofed upon by: the fallacy, and drawn 
in to give countenance to that with their names, which in 
heart they abhor, not having Anown the depths of Satam == 

3. The project he laid, was to get himfelf proclaimed: king 
throughout all the tribes of Hrael, upon a fignal given, ver. 1c. 
Spies eb fent abroad to be ready im every country to receive — 
the notice: with farisfaction and acclamations of joy, and to — 
make the people believe, that: the news was botly very true and — 
very good, and that they were. all concerned to take up arms | 
for their new king. Upon the fudden {preading of this pro-. 
clamation, b/alom reigns in Hebron, fome would conclude _ 
David was dead, others, that he had refigned ; and, by this — 
means, they hae were in the feeret would: draw ‘in Many’ to | 


appear for Abfalom, and come into his afliltance, that if ai, oe 
had rightly underftood the matter, would have abhorred the 2 


thought of it, but being drawn in, would ftick to him. See | 
what artifices ambitious men ufe for the. compatfling | of their 
ends; and in matters of ftate, as well as in matters of religion, — / 


let us:not be forward to delieve every /pirit, but try Jpiritss 
4. The perfon he efpecially courted and: relied upon in this — 
affair, was Ahithophel, a politic thinking man, and one: that : 


had a:clear head,-and a great compafs of thought, that shad 
been David’s counféllor, (bis guide and his acquaintance, Pfal. ams 


ly. 13. his familiar friend in, whom he trufled, which did eat ihe 
of his bread, Pfal. xli. 9.), but upon fome difguft of David's _ 


againft him, or his againft David, was: banifhed, or retired ; 
from public bufinefs, and lived privately in the: country. How 
fhould a man of fach good’ principles a as David, uae cor 
rupt principles as Ahithophel, long agree?’ A fitter tool Ab- - 


—_ boule not me in -_ da! Ce Lee one er is eal 


not ae to ae an ion of iis! devotion - ns ‘eved thet 
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his eye was upon in all, and that it was but for a pretence that 
he made long offerings. sit 

§. The party that joined with him, proved at Jaft very con- 
fiderable. The people increafed continually with Abfalom, which 


made the confpiracy {trogg and formidable... Every one whom 
he had complimented and carefled, and pronounced his matters 


right and good, {efpecially, if afterwards the caufe went againft— 


him), not only canie himfelf, but made all the intereft he could 
for him, fo that he wanted not for numbers. ‘The majority is 
no certain rule to judge of equity by. Al! the world wondered 
after the beaft. Whether Abfalom formed this defign purely 


in the height of his ambition, and fondnefs to rule, or whether 


there were not in it‘alfo malice againit his father, and revenge 
‘for his banifhment and confinement, though it was fo much lefs 
than he deferved, doth not appear; but generally that which 
aims at the crown, aims at the head that wears it. 

13 € And there came a meflenger to David, 
faying, The hearts of the men of Ifrael are af- 
ter Abfalom. 14 And David faid unto all his 


feryants that were with hin at Jerufalem, A-~ 


rife, and let us flee; for we {hall not ed/e efcape 
from Abfalom: make fpeed to depart, left he 


overtake us fuddenly, and bring evil upon us,. 


and {mite the city with the edge of the fword. 
15 And the king’s fervants faid unto the king, 
Behold, thy fervants are ready to do whatfo- 
ever my lord the king fhall appoint. .16 And 
the king went forth, and all his houfehold after 
him: and the king left ten women, which were 
‘concubines, to keep the houfe.. 17 And the 
king went forth, and all the people after him, 
and tarried in a place that was far off. 18 And 
_all-his fervants pafled on befide him; and all 
the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all 
the Gittites, fix hundred men which came after 
“him from Gath, paffed on before the king. 


19 J Then faid the king to Ittai the Gittite, 


- Wherefore goeft thou alfo.with us? return to 


thy place, and abide with the king: for thou- 


arta ftranger, and alfo an exile. 20 Whereas 


thou cameft but yefterday, fhould I this day - 


make thee go up and down with us? feeing I 
_go whether I may, return thou, and take back 
“thy brethren: mercy and truth be with thee. 

21 And Ittai anfwered the king, and faid, ds 

the Lorp liveth, and as my lord the king li- 

veth, furely in what place my lord the king 

fhall be, whether in death or life, even there 

-alfo will thy fervant be. 22 And David faid 
to Ittai, Go, and pafs over. And Ittai the Git- 

tite pafled over, and all his men, and all the 
little ones that were with him. 23 And all 

the country wept with a loud voice, and all 


tlie people paffed over: the king alfo himfelf 


pafled over the brook Kidron, and all the 
people pafied over, toward the way of the wil- 
detneia; fangayitan |< mstibe Rate 
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_ 1. and affured him of their inviolable allegiance. 
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Here is, +, The notice brought to David of Abfalom’s re. 
bellion, ver. 13. The matter was bad enotgh, and yet it 


~ feems to have been made worfe to him {as fuch things com- 


monly are) than really it was ; for ke was told, that the Aearts 
of the men-of Ifrael (i.e, the generality of them,-at leaft the 
leading men) were after Abfulom. But David was the more 
apt to believe it, becaufé now he could call to mind the arts 
Abfalomt had ufed to inveigle them ; and, perhaps, reflected 
upon it with regret, that he had not done more to counterwork 
him, and fcure his own intereft, which he tiad been too con 
fident of. Note, It is the wifdom of pringes to mak> fare the 
hearts of their fubjects ; for if they have them, they have their 
purfes and arms, and-all, at their fervice. 

2. The alarm this gave to David, and the refolutiotis he _ 
came to thereupon. We may well imagine him, im a manner, 
thunder-ftruck, when he heard that the fon he loved fo dear- 
ly, and had been fo indulgent to, was fo unnaturally and un- 
gratefully in arms again{t- him. Well might he fay, with 
Crefar, xa} od rexvev; What, thou my fon? Let not parents 
raife their hopes too high from their children, left they be 
difappointed. _ David did not call a council; but, confulting 


* only with God and his own heart, determined immediately to- 


quit Jerufalem, ver. 14. He took up this ftrange refulve, fo 
difagreeable to his charaéter as a man of courage, either, ca 
As a penitent, fubmitting to the rod, and lying down under 
God’s correting hand. Confcience now minded him of his 
fin in the matter of Uriah, and the fentence he was under for 
it; which was, that evil /hould rife againf? him, out of his own: © 
houfe. Now, thinks he, the word of God begins to be fulfilled 
and it is not for me to contend with it, or fight againft it; 
God is righteous, ‘and I fubmit. Before unrighteous Abfa-- 
Jom he could juftify himfelf, and ftand it out; but before the 
righteous God he muft condema himfelf, and yield to his- 
judgments. Thus he accepts the puni/bment of bis iniquity. 
Or, (2.) Asa politician.  Jerufaleny was a great city, but not 
tenible ; it fhould feem, by David’s prayer, Pfal. li. 18. that 
the walls of it were not built up, much lefs was it regularly 
fortified. It was quite too big to be garrifoned by fo {mall a_ 
force as David had now with him. He had reafon -to fear 
the generality of the inhabitants were too well affeéted to Ab... 
falom*to be true to him. Should he fortify himfelf there, he _ 
‘might lofe the country ; in which, efpecially among thofe thas 
lay furtheft from Abfalom’s. tampering, he hoped to have the 
moft friends : and he had fuch a kindaefs for Jerufalem, that 
he was loth to make that the feat of war, and expofe it to the 


- calamities of a fiege, but will rather quit it tamely to the rebels. 
~ Note, Good men, when they fuffer themfelves, care not how 


few are involved with them in fuffering, 

3. His hafty flight from Jerufalem. His fervants agreed. 
to the meafures he took, and faithfully adhered to him, ver. 
Whereup- 
on, (1.) He went out of Jerufalem himfelf on foot, while his 
fon Abfalom had chariots and horfes. It is not always the 
beft man, nor the beft caufe, that makes the beft figure. See 
here, not only the /ervant, but the traitor, on horfeback, while 
the prince, the rightful prince, qwalks as a /ervant upon the earthy ~ 
Eccl. x. 7. Thus he chofe to do, to abafe himfelf fo much 
the more/ under God’s hand, and in condefcenfion to his 
friends and followers, with whom he would foot it, in token. 
that he woald live aad die with them. (2.) He took his. 
houfehold with him, his wives and children, that he might pro~ é 
tet them in this day of danger, and they be a comfort to bim 
in this day of grief. Mafters of families, in their greateft 
frights, muft not negleét their houfeholds. Ten qwomen, that 
were concubines, he left behind to keep the houfe ; thinking the 
weaknefs of theix fex would fecure them from murder,-and ' 
their 


_ more concerned at the fhare others have in their troubles, than » 


os peril, there will this faithful friend of his be: and he confirms 


tion, When he and his attendants paffed over the brook Ki- 
dron (the very fame brook that Chrift paffed over when he en- 
tered upon his fufferings, John xviii. 1.), foward the way of 


the new king. 
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ther age, and relation to him, would fecure them from rape 3 
but God over-ruled this for the fulfilling of his word. (3.) 
He took hisJifeguard with him, or band of penfioners; the 
Cherethites and Pelethites, who were under the command of 


Benaiah ; and the Gittites, who were under the conimand of — 


Tttai, ver. 18. Thefe Gittites feem to~ have been, by birth, 
Philiftines of Gath, who came, a regiment of them, fix hun- 
dred in all, to enter themfelves in David’s fervice, having 
known him at Gath, and being greatly in love with him for 


his virtwwe and piety, and having embraced the Jews religion. | 


David made them of his guards du corps, his immediate at- 
tendants, and thofe {tuck to him in his diftrefs.. The Son of 
David found not fo great faith in Ifrael, as in a Roman centu- 
rion;,and a woman of Canaan. (4.) As many as would of 
the people of Jerufalem he took with him, and made a halt at 
fome diftance from the city to draw them up, ver. 17. He 
compelled none: they whofe hearts were with Abfalom, to 
Abfalom let them go, and fo fhall their doom be; they will 
foon have enough of him. Chrift lifts none but volunteers. 


4. His difcourfe with Ittai the Gittite, who commanded _ 


the Philiftine profelytes. (1.} David diffuaded him from go- 
ing along with him, ver. 19, 22. ‘Though he and his men 
might be greatly ferviceable to him; yet, [1.] He would try 
whether he were hearty for him, and not inclined to Abfalom: 
he therefore bids him return to his poft in Jerufalem, and ferve 
If he were no more but a foldier of fortune, 
(as we fay), he would be for that fide which would pay and 


prefer him beft; and to that fide let him go. [2.] Ifhe were « 


faithful to David, yet he would not have him expofed to the 
fatigues and perils he now counted upon. David’s tender {pi- 


‘rit cannot bear to think, that a ftranger, and an exile, a profe- 


lyte, and a new convert, who ought, by all means poflible, to 
be encouraged and made eafy, fhould, at his firft coming, meet 
with fuch hard ufage. . Should I make thee go up and down 
with us? No 3 return with thy brethren. Generous fouls are 


at their own. Ittai fhall-therefore be difmiffed with a bleffing, 
Mercy and truth be with thee ; i. e. God's mercy and truth, 


-mercy according to ‘ee the promife made to thofe who 


renounced other gods, and put themfelves under the wings of 
the divine majefty. This isa very proper.pious farewell when 
we part with a friend. Mercy and truth be with thee, and 
then thou art fafe, and mayelft be eafy wherever thou art. Da- 
vid's dependance was upon the mercy and truth of God for 
‘comfort and happinefs, both for himfelf and his friends. See 
Pfal. Ixi. 7. (2.) Ittai bravely refolves not to leave him, ver. 
21. Where David is, whether in life or death, fafe or in 


his refolution with an oath, that he might not be tempted to 
break it ; fuch, a value has he for David, not for the. fake of 
his wealth and greatnefs, for then he would have deferted:him, 
now he faw him thus reduced ; but for the fake of his wifdom 
and goodnefs, which were {till the fame, that, whatever comes 
of it, he will never leave him. Note, That is a friend indeed 
who loves at all times, and will ftick to us in adverfity. 
Thus fhould we cleave to the fon of David, with full purpofe 


of heart, that neither life nor death fhall feparate us from his 
or : 


love. 


5. The common people’s fympathy with David in his afflict 


the wilderne/s, which lay between Jerufalem and Jericho, al/ 
the country wept with a loud voice, ver. 23. Caufe enough 


there was for weeping: (1.) To fee a prince thus reduced, | 
one that had lived fo great, forced from his:palace, and in fear 
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of his life, witha {mall retinue, fecking thelter in’ a defart ; 
the-city of David, which he himfelf won, built and fortified, 
made too hot for David himfelf. It would move the com af- 
fion, even of ftrangers, to fee a man fallen thus low from fuch 


a height, and this by the wickednefs of his own fon: a pite-. 


ous cafe it was. Parents that are abufed and rained -by their 
own children, merit the tender fympathy of their friends, as 
much as any of the fons or daughters of afflition. - Efpecial- 
ly, (2.) To fee their own prince thus wronged, who had been 
fo great a bleffing to their land, and had not done any thing 
to forfeit the affections of his people. . T'o fee him in this dif- 
trefs, and themfelves unable to help him, might well draw 
floods of tears from their eyes. : 


24 | And lo, Zadok alfo, and all the Le-- 


vites were with him, bearing the ark of the 
covenant of God, and they fet down the ark of’ 
God; and Abiathar went up, until all the peo- 
ple had done pafling out of the city. 25 And 
the king faid unto Zadok, Carry back the ark. 
of God into the city: if I fhall find favour in 
the eyes of the Lorn, he will bring me again, 
and fhew me both it, and his habitation. .26 


But if he thus fay, I have no delight in thee: _ 


behold, bere am I, let him do to me as feemetl 
good untohim. 27 The king faid alfo unto 
‘Ladok the.prieft, drt not thou a feer? return 


“Chap. Vy 


N 


into the city in-peace, and your two fons with — 


you, Ahimaaz thy fon, and Jonathan the fon 
of Abiathar. 18 See, I will tarry in the plain 
of the wildernefs, until there come word from 
you to certify me. 29 Zadok therefore and 
Abiathar carried the ark of God.again to Je- 


people that was with him, covered every man. 
went up. Saw Fete 


Here is, 1. The fidelity ‘of the priefts a Levites, and 
their firm adherence to David and his intereft.. They knew . 


‘David’s great affection to them and their office, notwithftand- 
ing his failings. 


The method Abfalom. took to gain people’s 
affections, made no impreflion upon them. 
ligion in him, and therefore they fteadily ftuck to David. Za- 
dok and Abiathar, and all the Levites, if.he go, will accom= 
pany him, and take the ark with them, that-by it they might 
afk counfel of God for him, ver. 24. Note, They that are 
friends to the ark in their profperity, fhall find it a friend. to 


he had found a refting-place for the ark; and now, if the’ 


returns to his reft. 


2» David’s difmiflion of them. back ef : 
26, Abiathar was high prieft, 1 Kings 
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Sitfe ver. 255 — 
ii. 35. but Zadok, _ 
was his affittant, and attended the ark moft clofely, while A- 
- biathar was aétive in public bufinefs, ver. 24. 5 therefore Da- 
vid direéts his fpeech to Zadok ; and an excellent fpeech it is, 
ots Oy ana CRE 


rufalem; and they tarried there: 309 And - 
David went up by the afcent of ‘mount Olivet,. 
-and wept as he went up, and had his head 
covered, and he went bare-foot : and all the © 


his head, and they went up, weeping as. they = 


He had little re- — 


them in their adverfity. Formerly David would not reft cilly: 


priefts may have their mind, the ark fhall not” reft till, David. ; 


; 
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and fhews him to, be in a very good frame under his aflicion, 
and that {till he holds fa/? his integrity. i" 
fy He is very {ohicitous for the fafety of the ark. By all 
Means carry that ack into the city; let not that be unfettled 
and expofed with me ; lodge that again in the tent pitched for 
it: fure, Abfalom; as bad as he is, will do that no harm. Da- 
vid’s hearty, like Eli’s trembles for the ark of God. Note, It 
argues a good principle,’to be more concerned for the church’s 
profperity than for our own, to prefer Ferufalem before our 
chief joy, Pfal. cxxxvii. 6.3 the fuccefs of the gofpel, and the 
Hourifhing of the church, above our own wealth, credit, eafe, 
_ and fafety, even when they are moftin hazard. 
_ 2dly, He is very defirous to return to the enjoyment of ‘the 
privileges of God’s héufe. He will reckon ‘it the greateft in- 
{tance of God’s favour to him, if he may but once more be 
brought back to (ee it and his habitation. "Fhis will be more 
his joy, than to be brought back to his own palace and throne 
again. Note, Gracious fouls meafure their comforts and con- 
veniencies in this world by the opportunity they give them of 
communion with God. Hezekiah withes for the recovery of 
his health, for this reafon, that he/might go up to the houfe of 
. the Lord, Ua. xxxviiiw 22. ae > 
_ 3dly, He is very fubmiflive to the holy will of God concer- 
ning the iffue of his prefent dark difpenfation., He hopes the 
beft, ver&25. and hopes for it from the favour of God, which 
¢ looks upon to be the fountain of all good. If God favour 
_ mie fo far, I fhall be fettled again as formerly ; but he provides 
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4. The melancholy pofture that David and-his' men put 
themfelves into, when, in the beginning of their march, they 
went up the mount of Olives, ver. 32: {1.)David himf2lf, as 
a deep mourner, covered his head.and face for fhame and bluth- 
ing, went'barefoot, as a prifoner or flave, and for mortification, 
and qweat weeping. id it become a man of his reputation 
for courage and greatnefg of {pirit, thus to cry like a child, on- 
ly for fear of an enemy at a difance, againft whom he might 
ealily have made head, and, perhaps, with one bold ftroke have 


‘routed him? yes; it did not ill become him, confidering how 


much there was in this trouble, [1.} Of the unkindnefg of his 
fon. He could not but weep, to think that one who came out 
of his bowels, and had fo oft lain in his arms, fhould thus lift 
up the heel againft him. God himfelf is faid to be grieved 
with the rebellions of his own children, Pfal. xcv. 16 and e- 
ven broken with their. whorife heart, Ezek. vi. 9. [2.] There 
was mucit‘of the difpleafure of his God in it. This infufed 
the worm wood and gail into the affidicn and mifery, Lam. iii. 
19. His fia was ever before him, Pfal. li. 3. but never fo - 


lain, nor ever. appearing fo black, as now.’ He -never wept 
: P g 


thus when Saul hunted him, but a wounded confcience makes 
troubles lie heavy, Pfal. xxxviii. q4. (2.) When David wept, 
all his company wept likewife, being: much affeéted with his 
grief, and willing to fhare in it. It is our duty to weep with 
thofe that weep, Apecially our fuperiors, and thofe that are bet- 
ter than we; for of this be done in the green tree, what fhall be 
done in the dry ?- We mult weep with thofe that weep fon fine 


+ the worft. If he deny me this favour, if he thus fay, J 
have no delight in thee, 1 know I.deferve the continuance of his 
' ‘difpleafure ; his holy will be done. See him here waiting to | 
“creceive the event: Behold, here am I, asa fervant expeéting 
. orders; and fee him willing to refer himfelf to God concern- 
ing it: Let him do to meas feemeth good to him; 1 have no- 
thing to objec; all is well that God doth. Obferve with 
_ what fatisfaétion and holy corplacency he fpeaks of the di- 
~~ vine difpofal. Not only he can do what he will, fabfcribing 
_ to his power, Job ix. 12.3 or, he may do what he will, fub- 
{cribing to his fovereignty, Job xxxiii. 13.; or he will do whathe 
will, febferibing to his unchangeablenefs, Job xxiii. 13, 15. but, 


~ When Hezekiah humbled himfelf for his fin, all Jerufalem’ 
joined with him, 2 Chron. xxxii. 26. To. prevent fuffering 
with finners, let us forrow with them. - Size gets 
31 | And one told David, faying, Ahitho- 
phel zs among the confpirators with Abfalom, 
And David faid, O Lorn, I pray thee, turn the 
counfel of Ahithophel into foolithnefs. 32 q 
And it came to pafs, that when David was come 
to the top of the mount, where he worfhipped 
God, Behold, Hufhai the Archite came to meet 


© det him do what he will, {ubfcribing to his wifdom and goodnefs. | him, with his coat rent, and earth upon his’. 
‘Note, Itis our intereft, as well as duty, cheerfully to acquiefcein} head: 33 Unto whom David faid, if thou pafi- . 
He ‘e teins ‘sehen! oe ee vend thy | eft on with me, then thou fhalt be a, burden 
plain of what is, let us fee God’s handin all events ; and that i Sx fe Se ae eS or 
‘we may not be afraid of what fhall be, let us fee all events in unto me. 34 But if thou return to the city , 
‘ God’s hands. ; and, fay unto Abfalom, I-will be thy fervant, O 
3- The confidence David put in the priefts, to ferve his ine | kin ge: as I have been thy father’s fervant hither. 
terelt, to the utmoft of their power, in his abfence. He calls | to, fo will’ I now alfo be thy fervant: then may- 
1 Dolincls and dice tinge mat ates aay can em “| eft thou for me defeat the counfel of Ahithe-.. 
' 0 bufinefs and di/ceri time and judgment: u y eyes bey cathe 
in thy head, Eccl. ii, 14. and therefore art capable of doing me phel» 35 And b afi thou not THe with thee 
Aetvice, efpecially by fending me intelligence of the enemies | Zadok and Abiathar the priefts? therefore it 
motions and refolutions. One friend that is a feer, in fach an fhall be that what thing foever thou fhalt hear 
_ exigence as this, was worth twenty that were not fo quick- | gut of the king’s houfe, thou fhalt tell it to 'Za- 
fighted. For the fettling of a private correfpondence with the Baad A Wether ce prieft. 26 Behold, they 
priefts in his abfence, he appoints, (1.) Whom they fhould ean) the RT Aenas 
. fend to him 5 their two fons, Ahimaaz’ and Jonathan; whofe» have there with them their two pens ImMaazZ 
coat, it might be hoped, would be their protefion, and of | Zadok’s Son; and Jonathan, Abiathar’s jon: and 
4 * . * 4 


whofe prudence and faithfulnefs, probably, he had had experi 
“>, ence. (2.) Whither they fhould fend. “He would incamp in 
- the plain of the wilderne/s till he heard from them, ver. 28. 
_and then would move according to the information and advice 

40 they fhould fend him. .Hereupon they returned to the city 
te fo wait the event. It was pity any difturbance fhould be gi- 


by them ye fhall fend unto me every thing that _ 
ye can hear. 37 So Huthai David’s friend came 
into the city, and Abfalom’came into Jerufa- 
Jem. ee jm eee a 
Nothing, it feems, appeared to David: mére threatening in 


‘ven to a {tate fo happy as this was, when the prince and the | “Abfalom’s plot, than that Ahithophel was in it ; for one good 
priefts had’ fuch an.entire affection for, and confidence in each | head, in fuch a defign, is worth a thoufand good hands. “Ab- 
other) gee Fade we ob bes ' falom was him{elf no politician, but he had got one entirely in 

Vor. IL.” i ; eA oo 


“might infinuate bimfelf into his counfels, and defeat Ahitho- . 
_ phel, either by diffuading Abfalom from following his advice, . 


‘the politics of the church’s enemies. 
‘the top of the mount, he qwor/bipped God, ver. 32. Note, 


‘back to Jerufalem to 
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his intereft that was, and would be the more dangerous, be- 
cavfé he had been/all along acquainted) with David’s counfels 


and affairs. If therefore he can be baffled, Abfalom is as good 


as routed, and the head of the confpftacy cut off. “This David 
endeavours to do, 

1. By prayer. When he heard that Ahithophel was in the 
plot, he lift up his heart to God in this fhort prayer: Lord, 
turn the counfel of Abithophel into foolifhne/s, ver. 31: He had 
not opportunity for a long prayer; but he was none ‘of thofe 
that thought he fhoold be heard for his much fpeaking. It was 
a fervent prayer, Lord, / pray thee, do this. God-is well plea- 
fed with the importunity of thofe that come to him with their 
petitions. He was particular in this prayer; names the perfon 
whofe counfels he prays againft. God gives us leave in pray- 


the particular care, and fear, and grief, that lies heavy upon us. 
He prays ‘not againft Ahithophel’s perfon, but againft his 
counfel, that God would turn it into foolifonefs; that, though 
he was a wife man, he might at this time give foolifh counfels 


jn a firm belief that God has all hearts in his hand, and tongues 
too; that, when he pleafeth, he can take away the underfland- 
ing of the aged, and make the judges fools, Job xii. 17. Ifa. iii. 
2, 3. and in hope that God would own and plead his juft and 
injured caufe. Note, We may pray in faith, and fhould. pray 
with fervency, that God will turn that counfel into foolifhnefs 
which is taken again{t his people. 

2. By policy. We mutt fecond our prayer with our endea- 
yours, elfe we tempt God. It is good fervice to countermine 
When David came to 


Weeping muft not hinder worfhipping, but quicken it rather. 
Now he penned the 3d pfalm, as appears by the title ; and fome 
think his finging it was the wdrfhip he now paid to'God. Juft 


‘now Providence brought Huthaito him: while he was yet fpeak- 


ing, God heard, and fent him the perfon that fhould be in{tru- 
mental to befool Ahithophel. He came to condole David’s pre- 


‘font trouble, with bis coat rent, and earth upon his head; but 


David, having a great deal of confidence in his condu& and. 
faithfulnefs, refolved to employ him in the nature of a {py upon 
Abfalom. He would not take him with him, ver. 33. ‘for he 
had now more need of foldiers than counfellors; but fent him 
wait for Abfalom’s arrival, as a deferter 


fom David, and'to offer him his fervice, ver. 34. Thus he 


of by difcovering it to David, that he might know where to 


_ftand upon his guard. How this grofs diffimulation which 
“David put Hufhai upon, can be juftified as a ftratagem in war, 


x 


¥°do not fee. The beft that can be made of it is, that Abfa- 


tom, if he rebel againft his father, muft ftand upon his guard a-— 


gain{t all mankind; and if he will be deceived, let him be de- 
ceived. David recommends him to Zadok and Abiathar, as 
perfons proper,to be confulted with, ver. 35. and to their two 
fons, as trulty men to.be fent on errands to David, ‘ver. 36. 
‘And Huthai) thus inftruéted, came to Jernfalem, ver. 37. whi- 
ther alfo Abfilom foon after came with his forces, How 


{oon do royal palaces, and royal cities, change their mafters ! 
But we look for a kingdom which cannot be thus fhaken, and_ 


in the poffefion of which we cannot be difturbed.. 


oS Sea aePe AWTS ( 
In the che of the foregoing chapter we 
| from Ferufalem, and Abfalom entering into ite In this 


6. Ma Be, 
I. We are to follow David in bis melancholy 


 ftore me the kingdom of my father. 4 Then 
Behold, thine are all that; 


to get Mephibofheth’s eftate fettled upon him. 

pect of advantage in this world make men generous ee 

rich; and fhall not the believing of an abundant recompenfe i 
lw tke 


loft David flying | I not for | 
* See Eccl. con vom Whatever Ziba. intended | 
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chapter. 
flight; and there we Jind him, (1.) Cheated by Ziba, vers 


“y—4. (2.) Curfed by Shimer, which be bears with 
wonder ful patience, Ver. 5.—14. Il. We are to meet Ab» 
falom in bis triumphant entery ; and there we find himy 
(1.) Cheated by Hufbat, ver. 15.19. (2.) Counfelled 
by 

20,23. 


| ® ND when David was a little paft the top. 


*. of the bill, behold, Ziba the fervant of 


_Mephibofheth met-him with a couple of afles 
| faddled, and upon them two hundred Joaves of 
er to be humbly and reverently free with him, and to mention } bread, and an hundred bunches’ of raifins, and 
/an hundred of fummer-fruits, and a bottle of _ 
| wine. 2 And the king faid unto Ziba, What ~ 
| meaneft thou by thefe? And Ziba faid, The af- 
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er, if he gave wife counfel, that it might be rejected as foolifh 3 «| fes be for the king s houfehold to ride on, and the 
or, if it were followed, that, by fome providence or other, it - 

~ might be defeated, and not attain the end. David prayed this, 


| bread and fummer-fruit for the young men to 
| eat, and the wine, that ‘fuch as be faint in the 


wildernefs may drink. 3 And the king faid, 


/ And where is thy mafter’s fon? And ‘Ziba faid 
| unto the king, Behold, he abideth at Jerufalem; 


for he faid, To-day fhall the houfe of Lrael re- , 


faid the king to Ziba, ¢ 
pertained unto Mephibofheth. And Ziba faid, 


thy fight, my lord O king. . 


with the management of his eftate, while he -generoufly enter- 
tained him at his own table, chap. ix. 10. Fi 


is his time to make himfelf fo: if he can procure a grant of it 
from the crown, he hopes, whither David or Abfalom get the » 


promifeth himfelf by fifhing in troubled waters. In order 
hereunto, ; te 


with this he defigned to incline him to himfelf; for @ man’s 
gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before great mens 
Prov. xviii. 16. Nay, Whitherfoever it turneth, it profpereth, 


Proy. xvit. 9. 


in all he defigned nothing but to make. his own markets, and: 


the refurreélion of the ju/t, make us charitable to the poor ? Luke: 


| xiv. 14,  Ziba was very confiderate in the prefent he ought. 
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Abithophel to go in unto his father’s concubines, vere . 


better, it is all one to him, he fhall fecure his prey, which he _ 


| humbly befeech thee stat L-may find grace in , 


% # / ¥ ee i 5 ea © 
We read before how kind David was to Mephibofheth the. 
fon of Jonathan, how, he prudently intrufted his fervant Ziba. 


1. He makes David a handfome prefent of provifions; which 
was the more welcome, becaufe it came feafonably, ver. 1. and. : 


> 


‘his matter was 
well fettled; but it feems Ziba is not content to be manager, ~ 
he longs to be matter of Mephibofheth’s eftate. Now he'thinks 


David inferred from this, that Ziba was ave- ~~ 
ry difereet and generous man, and well affe@ted to him; when. 
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_ God’s providence fent it in to David for his fupport very gra- 
cioufly. God makes ufe of bad men for good purpofes to his 
people, and fends them meat by ravens. — 


- 2. Having by his prefent infinuated himfelf into David’s af | 


fection, and gained credit with him, the next thinp-he hath to 
do for the compafling of his end, is, to incenfe him againft 
Mephibofheth ; which he doth by a falfe accufation, reprefent- 


_ ing him as ungratefully defigning to raife himfelf by the prefent 


broils, and to recover the crown to his own head, now David 
andchis fon-were contending for it. David inquires for him, 
as one of his family ; which gives Ziba occafion to tell his falfe 
{tory of him, ver. 3. 


did upon David ; who, having by his wiles. gained his point, 
~daughed in his flzeve at the king’s great eafinefs, hugged him- 


» felf in his own faccefs, and parted with a mighty compliment — 


upon the king, that he valued his favour more than Mephibo- 
fheth’s eftate: Let me jind grace in thy fight, O king, and I 
have enough. - Great men ought always to be jealous of flat- 
. terers, and remember, that nature has given them two ears, 
_ that they may hear both fides. be ats 
-.5 § And when king David came to Bahu- 
rim, behold, thence came out a man of the fa- 
mily of the houfe of Saul, whofe name was 
Shimei the fon of Gera: he came’ forth, and 


curfed ftill as he came. 6 And he caft ftones 


at David, and at all the fervants of king David: 


_and all the people, and all the mighty men 


‘were on his right hand, and on his left. 
And thus faid Shimei when he curfed, Come 


_ out, come out thou bloody man, and thou man > 
_of Belial: 8 The Lorp hath returned upon thee | 
all the blood of the houfe of Saul, in whofe ftead - 


thou haft reigned, and the Lorn hath delivered 
_ the kingdom into the hand of Abfalom thy fon: 


_ and,behold, thou ar¢ taken in thy mifchief, be- 
_ caufe thou-art a bloody man. 9 § Then faid 


Abifhai the fon of Zeruiah unto the king, Why 
~fhould this dead dog curfe my lord the king? 


Tet me go over, I pray thee, and take off his 
10 And the king faid, What have I to : 
do with you, ye fons of Zeruiah? fo let him 
_ ~eurfe, becaufe 'the Lorp hath faid unto him, 

“halt thou done fo? 11 And David {aid to Abi- 


fe David. Who fhall then fay, Wherefore 


fhai, and to all his fervants, Behold, my fon 
which came forth of my bowels, feeketh my 
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What a great deal of damage do maf. _ 
ters many times {uftain by the lying tongues of their fervants? _ 
David knew Mephibotheth not to be an ambitious man, but eafy 
in his place ; and well.affe@ed to him and his government; | 

~ nor could he be fo weak as‘to expect, with his lame legs, to | 
climb the ladder of preferment: yet he gives credit to the ca- | 
Jumny, and, without further inquiry or. confideration, conviéts | 
Mephibofheth of treafon, feizeth his lands as forfeited, and | 
grants them to Ziba: Behold, thine are all that pertained to’ | 
Mephibofbeth, ver. 4. A rath judgment, and which afterwards — 

he was afhamed of, when the truth came to light, chap. xix. | 

_ 29. Princes cannot help it, but they will be fometimes (as _ 
"our law fpeaks) deceived in their grants: but they ought to ufe | 

all means ‘poffible to difcover the truth, and to guard againft | 


> ‘malicious defigning men, who would impofe upon them, as Zi- | 


Art 


life: how much more now may this Benjamite 
do it? let him alone, and let him curfe * tor the 
Lorp hath bidden fim. 12 }t may be that the 
Lorp will look on mine afflidion, and that the 


_ Lorn will requite me good for his curfing this 
{_day. 


73 And as David and his men went by 
the way, Shimei went along on the hill’s fide o- 
ver againft him, and curfed as he went, and 
threw ftones at him, -and caft duft. 14 And 
the king, and all, the people that were with 
him, came weary, and refrefhed themfelves 
there. . 


We-here find how David bore Shimei’s curfés much better 
than he had borne Ziba’s flatteries. “By thofe he was brought 
to pafs a wrong,judgment upon another, by thefe to pafs a right 
judgment on himfelf. The world’s {miles are more dangerous 
than it frowns. Obferve here, - © - ‘ 

1. How infolent and furious Shimei was, and how his mas 
lice took occaiion, from David’s prefent diftrefs, to be fo much 
the more outrageous. David in his flight was come to Ba- 
hurim, a city of Benjamin, in or near which this Shimei lived; 
who, being) of the houfe of Saul, (with the fall of which. al] 
his hopes of preferment fell), had an implacable enmity to Da- 
vid, unjuftly looking upon him as the ruin of Saul, and his fa- 
mily, only becaufe by the divine appointment he fucceeded: 
While David was in profperity and power, Shimei hated him 
as much as ‘he did now, but durft not then fay any thing again{t 
him. God knows. what is in the hearts of thofe that are dif. 
affeéted to him and. his government, earthly princes do not. 
But now he came forth and curfed David with all the ill words 
and ill wifhes he could invent, ver. 5. He took this oppor- 
tunity to give vent to his malice, (1.). Becaufe now he thought 
he might do it fafely.’ Yet if David had now given the pro- 
vocation its juft refentment it had coft him his life. (2.) Be. 
caufe now it would be moft grievous to David, would add af- 
fliction to his grief, and pour vinegar into his wounds. He 
complains of them as moft barbarous,. who zalk to the grief of — 
thofe whom God has wounded, Pfal, xix. 26. _So Shimei did, 
loading him with curfes, whom no generous ‘eye could look 
upon awithout compaffion. (3.) Becaufe now he thought Pro- 
vidénce juftified his reproaches, and his prefent affli@tiions pro- 
ved him to be as ill a man as he was willing to reprefent him. 
Job’s friends condemned him upon this falfe principle. They 
that are under the rebukes of a gracious God, muft not think 
it ftrange, if thofe bring upon them the reproaches of evil men. 
If once it be faid, God hath forfaken him, prefently it follows, 
Perfecute and take him, Pfal. Ixxi. 11. But it is the charac- 
ter of a bafe fpirit, thus to trample upon thofe that are down, 
and infult over them. ; oe Bate 

See, 1//, What this wretched fellow did: He ca? fones at 
David, ver. 6. as if his king had-been a dog, or the worlt of . 
criminals, whom all Ifrael mutt fone with flones till be die. 
Perhaps he kept at fuch a diftance,; that the {tones he ‘threw - 
could not reach David, nor any of his attendants ; yet he fhew- 
ed what he would have done, if it had been in his power. He 
caf? duft, ver. 13. which probably would blow into his own 
eyes, like the curfes he threw, which, being caufelefs, would. 
return upon his own head. Thus, while his malice made him 
odious, the impotency~of it made him ridiculous and con- 
temptible. They that fight againit God, though they hate 
him, they cannot hurt him: Jf thou finneft, what def thou a- 
gainft him ? Job xxxv. 6. It was an aggravation of his wick- 
ednefs, that David was attended with his mighty men on his 
3%) °2 right 
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right Band andon his left ; fo that he was not in fo forlorn a 
condition as he thought ; per/ecuted, but not forfaken + and that 
he continued to.do it, and did it’ the more paflionately, for 
David’s bearing it penny 
2dly, What he faid. With theftones he fhot: his arrdwe,, 
even bitter words, ver. 7. 8. in contempt of that law, Thou shalt 
not curfe the gods, Exxod., xxii. 28, David was a man of ho- 
nour and con{cience, and great reputation for every thing that 
is jatt and good ; what could this foul mouth fay againft him? 
Why, truly, what was done long fince to the houfe of Saul, 
is the only thing that fticks upon his ftomach, and with which 
he upbraids him, becaufe that was the thing that he himfelf 
was a lofer by. See how apt.we are to judge of men and their 
character, by what they are to us; and to conclude, that thofe 
are certainly evil men, that have never fo jultly been, or that 


Wwe never fo unjuftly think, have been inftruments of evil to us. 


‘So partial are we to peritives. that no rule can be more falla- 
cious than this. No man could be more inngcent of the blood 
of the houafe of Saul than David was. Once. and again he 
{pared Saul’s life, while he fought his. «When Saul and. his 
fons were flain by the Philiftines, David and his men were 
mahy miles off ; and when they heard it, lamented it. From 

the murder of ‘Abner and Ifhbofheth, he had fufficiently clear- 
ed himfelf: And yet all the blood of the houfe of Saul mult be 
Jaid-at-his door. Innocency i is no. fence againft malice and 

_falfehood. . Nor are we to think it ftrange, if we be charged 
with that which we have been moft careful to keep, ourfelves 
from. Its ‘well for us that men are not to be our judges, but 
he whofe judgment is according to truth. 

‘The blood of the houfe of Saul is here mot unjuftly char- 
_ged upon him, (1.) As that which gave him his charaéter, and 
denominated him a bloody man, and a man of Belial, ver. 4. 
And if a man of blood, no doubt a man of Belial ; z..¢. a child 
of the devil, (who is called Belial, 2 Cor, vi. 15.), and who 
was a murderer » from the beginning. Bloody men are the worft 
_of men. (2.) As that which brought the prefent trouble up- 
-on him. Now thou art dethroned and driven out.to the’ wil, 
.dernefs, the Lord has returned upon thee the blood of the houfe 
of Saul. See how forward malicious men are to prefs God’s 
judgments into, the fervice of their own paflion and revenge. 
If any they think has'wronged them come into trouble, that 
mutt be: made. the caufe of the trouble.. But. we mutt take 
heed, ‘left we wrong God, by making his providence thus to 
.patronize our foolifh and pall refentments. Ass the wrath of 
man works not the righteoufne/s of God, fo the righteoufnefs of 
-God ferveth not the wrath of man... (3.) As that which 
would now be his utter ruin; for he endeayours to make him 
defpair of ever recovering his throne again: (now. they faid, 


There is. no help for him: in God, Pfal. it. 2.) The Lord hineh ‘ 


delivered the-kingdom into the, hand of Abfalom, (not Mephi- 


botheth, the houfe of Saul never dreamed of making him king, » 


as Ziba fuggelted), and thou art taken in ihy mifchicf, i.e. the 


~ mifchief that will be thy deftrudtion ; and all becaufe thou art. 


a apy man. \'Tbus Shimei curfed. 

2. See how patient and fabmiffive David was ey ee a: 
bufe. The fons of Zerniah, Abithai particularly, were for- 
-ward'to maintain David’s honour with their {words ; they re- 
fent the affront heinoufly, as well they might: Why “foould this 

dead dog be fuffered to curfe the king ? ver. 9. 
" . but.give them leave, they will put thefe lying curfing lips to, 
‘filence, and take of his head ; for his threwing {tones at the 


compafled and imagined his death. 
by no means fuffer it: What have I to do with youl fo let 
| him cure. 
for his vie would have fire from Beare en on the: town that 


a 


6X . ‘ { i Ox i 
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-but, at the fame time, charged him with the blood of Uriah ; pag 


| affliétion, than an eye to the hand of God in ‘it: 


patience, fhould improve it. 
ble, the lefs we fhould be furprifed at it; and not think te a. 


If David.will . 


, -lom, Na eee i 
.'~‘kibg was an ouvert aét, Which: abundantly proved, that he. |: ys RD ‘and this eon, . 


But the king would. | Ibe, and with him ‘will i abide. , 


Thus, Chrift rebuked the difciples, who, in zeal | 
l in the prefence of his.fon? ag.1 have ferved 


a . ~ a 


Chap. XVE £ 


affronted him, Luke wl oye mee us fee with what confider= 
ations David quieted » himfelf. 

it, The chief thing which filenced him was, that he shad 
deferved it. This is notmentioned indeed: for a man may 
truly repent, and yet needs-not, upon all occafions, proclaim 
his penitent reflections. ,Shimei unjuftly upbraided him with 


the blood of Saul ; from that his confcience acquitted him;. ~ 


the reproach is too true, (thinks David), though falfe, as he 
means it. Note, A humble tender fpirit will turn” reproaches 
into reptoofs, and fo get Boos by them, inftead of - ies ag he g 
voked by them. ie 
2dly, He obferves the head of God in it: T he- Load hath : 
faid unto him, Curfe David, ver. 10.,and. again, So tet him i 
cure, Sor the Lord has bidden him, ver. 11. As it was Shi- ~~ 
mei’s fin, it was not from God, but from the devil, and his 
own wicked heart: nor did Go? s hand init excufe or extes 
nuate ity much lefs juftify ity, no more than it did their fin, who 5 
put Chrift to death, Acts ii. 24. iv. 28. But as at was Da-. 
vid’s afli@ion, it was from the Lord, one of the evils which 
he raifed up againft him. David looked above the inftrument 
of his trouble to the fupreme direétor 3 “as Job, when the rap- 
parees had plundered him, acknowledges, the Lord has takea 
away. Nothing more proper to quiet a gracious foul under | 
IT opened noe 
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my mouth, becaufe thou didft it. 
-God’s rod. 

3dly, He quiets himfelf wide} the jeffer affligtion, gill Mee 
confideration of the greater: ver. 11, My fon feeks my life, © 
much more may this Benjamite Note, Tribulation works pa- 
tience in thofe that are fanétified. "The more we bear, the ~ 
better-able we fhould be to bear {till more. What tries our’ 
‘The mote we are inured to trou- 


ftrange. Marvel not that enemies are injurious, when even 
friends are unkind ;- nor that friends ane unkind, when evens 
children are dnduatal 

4thly, He comforts himfelf atin worse that God 9i6alee i 
fome way or other, bring good to him out of his afiliGion > 
would balance the trouble itfelf, and recompenfe his patience 
under it: The Lord will requite ‘me good for his curfing. f 
God bid Shimei grieve me, it is that he himfelf may the more 
fenfibly comfort me.“ Sure he has mercy in ftore for me, a 
which he is preparing me for by this trial. We may depend | "ie 
upon God as our paymafter, not only for our fervices, but for 
our fufferings. Let them cures but blefi thou. David at length 
is houfed at Bahurim, ver. 14. where he meets with refrefh ‘oh 
ment, and i is ‘hid from this ftrife of tongues. . 

Is € re Abfalom, and all the pape: ies : 
men of Ifrael, came to Jerufalem, and Ahitho- 
phel with him. - 16 And it came to pafs when ~ 
Huthai the Archite, David’s. friend, was come: 
unto Abfalom, that Hufhai faid unto Abfalor 
God fave the king, God fave the king. Awe 
And Abfalom faid to Huthai, ds this thy kin ss 
nefs to thy friend : ? why wentett hes not with a 
thy friend ? a 


ple ‘and all the men of Ifrael choofe, his 4 


Ig. And 7 
gain, “whom fhould I ferve? foould 1 not serv 


- 
? 


oe 


¢ 
; 


took 
“Chap. XVI. © 
‘thy father’s prefence, fo will I ‘be in ‘thy pre- 
fence. 20 4 Then faid Abfalom to Ahitho- 
phel, Give counfel among you what we. {hall 


do. 21 And Ahithophel {aid unto Abfalom, 
‘Go in unto thy ‘father’s concubines, which he 


hath left to keep the houfe, and all Ifrael thal!” 


hear that thou art abhorred of thy father, then 
fhallthe hands of all that are with thee be 
ftrong. 22 So'they fpread Abfalom a tent up- 
on the top of the houfe, and Abfalom went in 
unto his father’s concubines, in the fight of all 
Hfracl. 23 And the counfel of Ahithophel 
which he counfelled in ‘thofe days, was as if 
aman-had inquired at the. oracle ‘of God: fo 


* was all the counfel of Ahithophel; both with 
_Dayid and with Abfalom. 


a Abfalom;had, notice fent him prefently by fome of his friends 
~ at Jerufalem, that David was withdrawn, and ia what pofture, 


~ with what a {mall retinue he was gone: So that the coalts. 


were clear ; Abfalom might take poffefion of Jerufalem when 
he pleafed, the gates were open, and there were none to op- 
-pofe him. Accordingly he came without delay, ver. 15. ex- 
_ tremely elevated, no doubt, with this fuccefs' at firtt ; and that 
that, in which when he formed his defign, probably he appre- 
hended the greateft difficulty, was fo eafily and effectually done. 
Now he js matter of Jerufalem, he concludes all his own. 
‘The country will follow of courfe. God fuffers wicked men 
to profper a while in their wicked plots, even beyond their ex- 
pectation, that their difappointment may be the more grievous 


_ and difgraceful, 


The moft celebrated politicians of that age were Ahithophel 


' and Huthai: the former Abfalom brings with him to Jerufa- 


A 


lem, ver. 15.; the other meets him there, ver. 16. fo that he 
cannot but think himfelf fure of fuccefs, when he has both 
_thefe to be his counfellors.; on them he relies, and confults not 
_-thejark, though he had that with him. But miferable coun- 

" fellors were they both. For, ° , 
_ 4. Huthai would never counfel him to do wifely. He was 


really his enemy, and defigned to: betray him, while he pre- 


tended to be'in his iatereft ; fo that he could not have a more 
dangerous man about him. (1.) Huthai complimented him 
_ upon his acceffion to the throne, as if he were abundantly fa- 
tisfied in his title, and well pleafed that he was come to the 
poffeflion, ver. 16. What arts of diflimulation are thofe tempt- 


_ -ed to ufe, who govern themfelves by flefhly wifdom? and how 


_ happy are they who have not known thefe depths of Satan, _ 


but have their converfation in the world with fimplicity. and 


.” godly fincerity? 2.) Abfalom is furprifed to find him for 


' 47. pleafing bimfelf with this thought, that all would be his. 


him, -who was known to be David’s intimate friend and con- 
_ fident. He afks him,, Js this thy hindnefs to thy friend ? ver. 


_ fince Hufhai was. He doubts not of his fincerity ; but eafily 
believes what he gladly would have, that David’s beft friends 
were {0 in love with him, as to take the firlt opportunity ta de- 


clare for him, though the pride of his.heart deceived him, Obad. 


2. (3-) Huthai {till makes him believe he is hearty: for. bim. 


- For though David is his friend, yet he is for the king in pof- 
_ feffion, ver. 18.3 whom the people chufe, and providence fmiles - 
upon, he will be faithful to ; and he is for the king in faccef- — 


* fion, ver. 1g: the rifing fun. It was true, he loved his father ; 
‘but he had had. his day, and. it was over, and: why. fhould he, 


x 
’ 
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j not-love his fucceffor as well? Thus he: pretends to pive réa- 


fons for a refolution. he abhorred the thought of. 

2. Ahithophel did counf@l him to do wickedly, and fo did 
as effectually betray him, as he did, that was defignedly falfe 
to him. For they that advife men to fin, certainly advife them 
to their hurt’; and that government which is founded in fin, is 
founded in the fand. It fcems Ahithophel was noted for a 
deep politician: His counfel was as ifaman had inquired at 
the oracle of God, ver. 33. Such reputation was he in for fab- 
tility and fagacity in public affairs, fuch reaches had he beyond 
other privy countfellors, fuch reafons would he give for his ad- 
vice, and fuch fuccefs. generally his projects had, that all peo- 


7 ple, good and bad, both David and Abfalom, had a mizbty 


regard to his fentiments ; too much by far, when they regard- 
ed him as an oracle of God. Shall the prudence of any mortal 
compere-with him, who is only wife? Let us obferve, from 
this account of Ahithophel’s fame for policy, (1.) That many 


. excelin worldly wifdom, who are utterly deftitute of heavenly 


grace ; becaufe thofe who fet up for oracles themfelves, are apt 
to defpife the oracles @f God. God has chofen the foolife things 
of the world and the greateft ftate{men ate feldom the greatett 
faints. 
foolithly for théemfelves. Ahithophel is cried up for an oracle 3. 
and'yet very unwifely takes part with Abfalom, who was not. 
only an ufurper, but a fhattér-brained young fellow, never like 


to come to good; whofe fall, and the fall of all that adhered - 
to him, any one with the tenth part of the policy.that Ahitho. 


iphel pretended to, might forefee. Well, after all, honelty iss 
the beft policy, and will be found fo at longrun..= 
Obferve, 17, The wicked counfel Ahithophel gave to Ab-- 


falom. Finding that David had left his concubines to keep» 


the houfe, he advifed him to Ae with them, ver. 21.3 a very” 
wicked thing, the divine law had made it a capital crime, Leva. 
xx. 11. The apoftle fpeaks of it as a piece of villany, not fo 
much as naméd among the Gentiles, 1 Cor. v. 1. - Reuben loft 
his birthright for it. But Ahithophel advifed to it as a po- 
litic thing, becaufe it would give ‘affurance to all Tfrael, (1:)> 
"That he was in good earneft in his. pretenfionas; no doubt he 
refolved to make himfelf mafter of all that belonged to his 
predeceffor, when he began with his concubines. (2.) That” 
he was refolved never to make peace with his father upon any” 
terms: for, by this, he would render-himflf fo odious to his: 
father, that he would’ néver be reconciled to him; which, per-- 
haps, the people-were jealous of, and thatthey mult be facrifi- 
ced to the reconciliation. Having drawn the fword, , he did, 
by this provocation, throw away the fcabbard which would 
ftrengthen the hands of his party, and Keep them tight to him... 
This was his cutfed policy, which fpake him rather an oracle 
of the devil, than of Goud. 4 . 


-2dly, Abfalom’s compliance with this counfels I¢ fuited his., 


lewd and-wicked genius well enovgh, and he. delayed not to- 
put it.in execution, ver. 22.. When an unnatural rebellion was 
the opera, what fitter prologue could there-be to it than, fiicl. 
unnatural luft? Thus was his wicknefs all of a-piece, and fich,, 


as a confcience not quite feared could-not entertain the thoughts: 
of, without the utmoit horror. Nay, the client outdoes what 


his counfel advifes: Ahithophel bid him do it, that all Ifraely - 


might hear of it ; but as if that were not enough,.. fo perfe@lly 
‘loft is he to all Honour and virtire, he will do it, and’all Ifracl 
thall. fee it. A tent is accordingly fpread on the top of the 
houfe for the purpofe ;, fo impudently did he declare® his fin as- 
Sodom. Yet in this the word of God was fulfilled, in. the let-- 
ter of it. God had’ threatened, by Nathan, that for his defil- 
ing Bath-flieba, he fhould have his own wives publicly debauch-- 
ed, chap. xii. 11, 12.; and fome think Ahithophel, in advifing 
it, defigned to be revenged on Dayid for. the injury done to: 
{ Bath-fhcba,, 


bec : Se \ 
(2.) That many times the great politicians act moft , 


tie hel: 
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Bath-theba, who was his grand-daughter + for fhe was the | 
daughter of Eliam, chap. xi. 3. who was the fon of Ahitho- | 
phel, chap. xxiii. 34. Job fpeaks’ of it as the jaft punifhment | 


of adultery, chap. xxxi. 9, 10. Let my wife grind to another ; 
and the prophet, Hof iv. 13, 14.~ What to think of thefe 
Eoucubines, who fubmitted to this wickednefs, I know not; 
but how unrighteous foever Abfalom and they are, we muft 
fay the Lord is righteous; nor fhall any word of his fall to 
the ground. 


CHAP. KV. 

The conte between David and Abfalom is now haftening %0- 
wards a crifis. Tt muff be determined by the fword, and for 
that, preparation is made in this chapter. 1. Abfalom calls a 
council of war, in which Ahithophel advifes him to difpatch, 

“Ver. Ty—=4.5 bat Hufbai advifes him to deliberation, vet. §5— 
13.3 and Hufhai’s counfel is agrerd to, ver. 14.3 for vexa- 
tion at which Abithophel hangs himfelf, ver. 23. 

intelligence is fent to David (but with much difficulty) of their 
proceedings, ver. 1§,—21. III. ‘David marches to the 


_ other fide Fordan, ver. 225—24:3 and has there bis camp | 


widtualled by ome of his friends in that country, ver..27,— 
29. TV. Abfalom and his forces march after him into the 
land of Gilead on the other fide Fordan, ver. 25, 26. There 
we fhall, in che next chapter, find: the caufe decided by a bat- 


tle. Hitherto every thing has looked black upon poor David, — 


* but now the day of bis deliverance begins to ‘dawn. 


WN OREOVER, Ahithophel faid ‘unto Abfalom, 


Let me now chufe out twelve thou- 
fand men, and I will arife and purfue after’ 


David this night.. 2 And I will come upon him 
while he is weary and weak-handed, and will 
make him afraid: and all the people that are 


with him fhall flee, and I will {mite the king | 


only. 3 And I will bring back ell the people 
unto thee: the man whom thou feekeft, 7s as 
if all returned: /@ all the people fhall be in 


peace. 4 And the faying pleafed Abfalom well, 


and all the elders of Ifrael. \ 5 Then faid Ab- 
falom, Call now Hufhai the Archite alfo, and 


let us hear likewife what he faith, 6 And when 


- Hufhai was come to Abfalom, Abfalom {pake 
unto him, faying, Ahithophel hath fpoken after 


this manner: fhall we do after his faying? If 
7 And Hutbai faid unto- 


not. fpeak thou. Sa 
‘Abfalom, the counfel that Ahithophel hath gi- 
ven, is not good at this time. l 
thai) thou knoweft thy father and his men, that 
“they be mighty men, and they be chafed in 


their mind, as a bear robbed of her whelps in- 
the field : and thy father 7s a man of war, and. 


“will not lodge with the people. 9 Behold, he 
‘js hid now in fome pit, or in fome orber place : 
and it will come to pafs, when fome of them 


be overthrown at the firft, that whofoever hear- 


eth it, will fay, There is a flaughter among the 


If. Secret 


8 For (faid Hu-. 


lom-himfelf fled for a crime; and Dayid contented hi 
_ with his being an exile, though he deferved death 5 na 
-mourned and longed for him-: but fo perfeétly” voic 
natural affeciion is this ungrateful Abfalom, ‘that he pe 
- ‘after his own father’s blood. Bo Ge vio th 
: Tat shay o *~ | muft be deftroyed ; all the qu Hen is, how it nay be 1 

_ people that follow Abfalom. 10 And ‘he. alfo. |’ mete be deltvoyd st 
that is valiant, whofe heart is as the heart of,a— 


lion, hall utterly melt: for all Tfrael _knoweth ; 
that thy father is.a mighty man, and they which 
be with bim are valiant men. 11 ‘Vhere- 
fore I counfel, that.all Ifrael be generally ga- 


-thered unto thee, from Dan even to Beer-fheba, © 


as the fand that zs by the fea for multitude, and 
that thou go to battle in thine own perfon. 
12 So fhall-we come upon him in fome, place - _ 
where he fhall be found, and we will light up- 
on him as the dew falleth on the ground: and ~ 
of him, and of all the men that are with him, 
there fhall not be left fo much as one. 13 
Moreover, if he be gotten into: a, city, then 
{hall all Hrael bring ropes to that city, and we 
will draw it into the river, until there be not 
one fmall-ftone found there. 14 And Abfalom. 
and all the men of Ifrael faid, The counfel of. 
Hufhai the Archite 7s better than the counfel 
of Ahithophel: for the Lorp had appointed to 
defeat the good counfel of Ahithophel, to the 
intent that the Lorp might bring evil upon 
Abfalom. er a itn: Be £57 aiken 
Abfalom isin peaceable poffeffion of Jerufalem ; the palace-' 
royal is his own, and the thrones of judgment, even the thrones 
of the houfe of David. His good father reigned in Hebron, 
and only. over the tribe of Judah, above feven years, and wast 
not hafty to deftroy his rival; his government was built upon 
a divine promife, which he was fure of the performance of in 


- due time, and therefore waited patiently in the mean time. 


But the young’ man Abfalom, not only haftens from Hebron’ 

to Jervifalem ; but there is impatient till he has deftroyed his: 
father ; «cannot be content with his throne till he has his life ; 
for his government is founded in iniquity, and therefore feels — 
itfelf tottering, and thinks itfelf obliged to dovevery thing with » 
violence. “I'hat fo profligate a wretch as Abfalom fhould aim 
at the throat of fo good a father, is not fo flrange, there are ~ 
here and there monfters in nature; but that the body of the — 
people of Ifrael, to whom David had been fo great a blefling, 
in all refpeéts, fhould join with him in it, is very amazing. 
But their fathers oft mutinied againft Mofes. 'The beft of pa- 


rents, and the beft of princes, will not think it ftrange, if they ae 
be made uneafy by thofe who fhould be their fapport and joy, 


when they confider what fons and what fubjeéts David himfelf 
Had: - 189 ed ee et 
David and all that adhered to him muft be cut off. That 
is refolved ‘for ought appears, nemine contradicente. None dares” 
mention his perfonal merits, and great fervices done ‘to. ‘his , 
‘country, in oppofition to this refolve ;'nor fo much as afl, why” 
bat evil has he done, to forfeit his crown, much lefs his head? _ 
Aeneitleres propofe that his banifhment fuffice for the prefent; > i 
or that agénts be fent to treat with him to refigi crown, 
which, having fo tamely quitted the city, they might thir he 
would eafily be perfuaded to do. It was not long fince Abfa- fe 
mifelf 


a oon 
1 


4, 


a 


1, Ahithophel advifeth that he be purfaed immediately, this. 
very night, with a flying army, which he himfelf undertakes. 


~ 


J 


Chap. XVIL. 


I. 
. the command of; thatthe king only be fmitten, and his forces 
difperfed ; and then the people:that were now for him, would 
fall in with Abfalom of courfey and there would not be fuch a , 
long war as’had been between the houfe of Saul and David, 
ver. 1, 2, 3. Lhe man whom thou Jeekeft is as if all returned. 
_. By this it appears, Abfalom had declared his defiga to be up- 
on David’s life, and Ahithophel concurs with hiov in it? Smite 
the Shepherd, and the fheep will be Jeattered, and be an-éafy 
_ prey to the wolf. Thus he contrives to include the war in a 
little compafs, by fighting neither with fmall nor great, but the 
King of Ifrael only ; and to conclude it in a littlé time, by fal- 
ling upon him prefently. Nothing could have been more fatal 
to David, than the taking of thefe meafures. . It was tootrue, 
that he was weary and weak-handed ; that a little thing would 
- make him afraid, ele he had not outran his houfe upon the 
~ firft alarm of Abfalom’s rebellion ; it was probable enough that 
upoa a fierce attack, efpecially in the night, the {mall force he 
had, would be put into confufion and diforder ; and it would 
be an eafy thing to fmite the king only, and then the bufinefs 
was done; the whole nation would be reduced of courfe, and 
all the people, faith he, /hall be in peace. See how a general ruin 
ts called by wfurpers a general peace ; but thus the devil’s pa- 
lace.is in peace, while he. as a {trong man armed, keeps it. 
' Compare with this the plot of Caiaphas (that fecond Ahitho- 
phel) againft the fon of David; to cruth his intere(t by deftroy- 
ing him: Let that one man die for the people, John xi. 50. 
Kill the heir and the inheritance fhall be ours, Matth. xxi. 38, 
But the counfel of them both was turned jato foolifhnels. Yet 
_ the children of light may, in their generation, learn wifdom 
- from the children of this world. What our hand Jinds to do, 
— det-us do it quickly, and with all our might. Iv is prudence 
to be vigorous and ‘expeditious, and not to lofé time. Particu- 
_ larly in our fpiritual warfare, if Satan flee from us, let us ‘fol- 
low our blow. 
_ They that have quarrelled with crowned heads, have gene- 
‘fally obferved the decorum of declaring only againft their evil 
counfellors, and calling them to an account; the king himfelf 
‘can do no wrong ; it is they that do it: but Abfalom’s bare 
* faced villany {trikes at the king direétly ; nay, at the king on- 
dy; for, would you think it? this faying, J will fmite the king 
_ enly, pleafed Abfalom well, ver. 4.; nor had he fo much fenfe 
_ of honour and virtue left him, as to take on him’to flartle at it, 
_ or even to pretend relvétancy in this barbarous and monttreiis 
refolution, What good can ftand before the heat of a furious 
ambition? - ~ Mi hae tN 
_ ¢ .&. Hufhai advifeth that they be not too hafty in purfuing’ 
David ; but take time to draw up all their force again{t him, ~ 
_ and to overpower him with numbers, as Ahithaphel had advifed 
to take him by furprife. _Now Huai, in giving this counfel, 
really intended to ferve David-and his intereft; that he might 
have time to fend him notice of his proceedings, and, that Da- 
vid might gain time to gather an army, and to remove into 
thofe countries beyond Jordan, which, lying more: remote, Ab- 
falom probably had got leaft intereft in. Nothing would be of 
‘ greater advantage to David, in this juncture, than time. to turn 
_ him in: that he may have that, Hythai counfels Abfalom to 
do nothing rafhly ; but to proceed. with caution, and fecure his 
fuccefs, by fecuring his ftrength. : as 
- Now, if, Abfalom gave Huthai a fair invitation to advife 
him. All the elders of Ifvael approved of Ahithophel’s coun- 
fel; yet God over-ruled the heart of Abfalom not to proceed 
_ upon it, till he had advifed with Hofhai, ver. 5. Let us bear 
what he faith. Herein he thought she did wifely, two heads 
are-better than one; but God taketh the wife in their own 
_craftinefs, See Mr-Poole’s note on this, 
2dly, Fluthai gave good reafons for what he faid. 


va) 
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| he begs leave to differ from him, yer. 7. 
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(1.) He argued againft Ahithophel’s counfel, and undertook 
to fhew the danger of following his advice. It is with mo- 
defty and all pofkble deference to his fettled feputation, that 
The counfel of A- 
hithophel always ufeth to be the beft, and fuch as may be relied 
on ; but, with fubmiflion to that noble peer, he is of opinion, 


| that Lis counfel is nat good at this time; for it was by no means 


fafe to venture fo great a caufe as that in which they were now 
engaged upon fo {mall a number, and fach a hafty fally as A- 


| hithophel adyifed ; remembering the defeat of [rae before Adal; 


Jofh. vii. 4. It has often proved of ill confequence to defpife 
‘an enemy. » See how plauftbly Huthai reafons. (1.) He in- 
fifts mach upon it, that David was a great foldier, a man of 
great conduct, courage, and experience ; all knew, and cwned. 
this, even Abfalom himfelf, Thy father is a man of war, ver. 
8.5 a mighty man, ver. 10.3 and not fo weary and weak-hand= 
ed as Ahithophel imagines. His retiring from Jerufalem mutt. 
be imputed not to his cowardice, but his prudence. [2.] His 
attendants, though few, were mighty men, ver. 8. valiant men, : 
ver. 10. men of celebrated bravery, and verfed in all the arts 
of war. Ahithophel, who, perhaps, had worn the gown more 
than the fwerd, would find himfelf an unegual match for 
them. One of them would chafe a thoufand. [.3.]-They were 
all exafperated againft Abfalom, who was the author of all this 
mifchiet, were chaffed in their minds, and would fight with the 
utmoft fury-; fo that, what with their courage, and what with 
their rage, there would be no ftarding before them, efpecially 
for fuch frefh water foldiérs as Abfalom’s generally were. 
‘hus doth he reprefent them as formidable, as Ahithophel had 


| made them defpicable. [4.] He fuggefts it probable, that Da- 


vid and fome of his choice men would de in ambufb, in fome 
pit, or other clofe place, and fall upon Abfalom’s foldiers er: 
they were aware, the terror of which would put them to flight; 
and the defeat, though but of a {mall party, would difpirit all 
the reft; efpecially their owu confciences, at the fame time,. 


_accufing them of treafon, again{ft one that they were fure was 


not only God’s anointed, but-a man after his own heurt, 
ver. g. It will foon be given out, that there is a flaughter 
among Abfalom’s men, and then they will all make the belt of 
their way, and the heart of Ahithophel himfelf, though now it 
feems like the heart of a lion, will wéerly melt. In hort, he . 
will not ftad it fo eafy a matter to deal with David and his. 
men as he thinks it ts; and if he be foiled, we are all routeds 
(z.) He offered his own advice, and gave his reafons. 
And, (1. He counfelled that which he knew would eras. 
tify Abfalom’s proud vain-glorious humour, though it would: 
not be really feryiceable to his intereft. (1.) He advifeth 
that ali J/rael thould.be gathered together, i. e. the militia of 


| all the tribes. His taking it for granted they were all for him,. 


‘and giving him an opportunity to fee them altogether under his. 
command, would gratify him as much as any thing. (2.)\He 
advifeth that Abfalom go to battle in his own perfon, as if he 
locked upon him to be a better foldier than Ahithophel, more: - 
fit to give command, and have the honour cf the vidtory ; in- 
finuating that. Ahithophel had put a flight upon him, in offering. 
to go. without him. See how eafy it is to betray proud men, 
by applauding them, and feeding their pride. tm 
[2.] He counfelled that which feemed to fecure the fuccefs. 


at Ia infallibly, without running any hazard. For if they 


| could raife fuch vaft numbers as they promifed themfelyes,. 


wherever they fond him they fhould not fail to crufh ‘him % 
(1.) If in the field, they fhould fall upon him,.as the dew that 
covers the face of the ground,.and cut off all his men with him,. 
ver. 12. Perhaps, Abfalom was better pleafed with the deo: 
_ fign of cutting offvall the men that were with him ; having @- 
particular antipathy to fome of David’s friends, than with A- 

; hithophel’s: 


~ 
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hithephel’s project of fmitirg the king ‘only. 
gained his point by humouring his revenge, as well as his pride. 
( 2.) [fin a city, they need not fear conquering him, for they 
‘ dhould have hands enow, if occafion were, to draw the city it 
{elf into its river with ropes, ver. 13. This odd. ‘contrivance, 
how impracticable foever, being new, ferved for an amaze- 
ment, and recommended itfelf by pleafing the fancy, for they 
would all fmile at the humour of 1. — 
By all thefe arts, Hufhai gained not only “Abfalom’s appr O- 
bation of his advice; but fe unanimous: concurrence’ of this 
‘great counfel of war ; they all agreed, the counfel of FHufbai is 
éetter than the counfel of Ahithophel, ver. 14. See here, (1.) 
How much the policy of man can do. - If Hufhai had not 
been there, Ahithophel’s counfel had certainly prevailed: and, 
though never fo many had given their opinion, nothing could 
‘be feally more for Abfalom’s intereft than that which he ad- 
vifed; and yet Hufhai, with his management, brings them. all 
over to his fide; and none of them are aware, that he faith 
all this in favour of David and his intereft, but all fay as he 
faith. 
_-defigning part of mankind ; what tools, what fools great men 
make. of one another, by their intrigues ; and what tricks there 
are often in courts and counfels, which they are -happieft that 
_ care leaft-converfant with. (2.) See how much more the pro- 
‘wvidence of God can do. Hushai humoured the. thing well e- 
nough ; yet the fuccefs is afcribed to God, and’his agency on 
the minds of thofe concerned. The Lord had appointed to de 
feat the good counfel of Abithophel. Be it obferved to the com- 
fort of all that. fear God, he turns all mens hearts as the rivers 
of water, though they hina: not the thoughts of the Lord. He 
fpands i in the congregation of the mighty, has an over-ruling hand 
“in all eountelss and a negative voice in all refolvés, and laughs 
at men’s projects. againft his anointed. 


15 4 Then faid Hathat unto Zadok and to 
Abiathar the priefts, Thus and thus did Ahi- 
thophel, counfel Abfalom and the elders of If- 
~yael; and thus and thus have I counfelled. 16 
Now therefore fend quickly, and tell David, 
faying, Lodge not this night in.the plains of the 
wildernefs, but fpeedily pafs over; left the king 

. be fwallowed up, and all the people that are 
with bim.. 17 Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz 
ftayéd. by En-rogel, (for they might not be feen 
_to come into the city). and a wench went and 
_ told them: and they went and told king David. 
-18 Nevertheleis, a lad faw them, and told Ab- 
-falom: but they went both of them away quick- 
‘ly, and came to a man’s houfe in Bahurim. 
which had a well in his court, whether they 
- went down. ,1g And the woman took and 
, spree a. covering over the well’s mouth), and 


sread ground corn thereon ; and the thing was 


nat known. - 20 And when Abfalom’ s fervants 


came to. the woman to the houle, they faid, ' 


; Where 3 as, Abimaaz and, Jonathan? “And the 
“woman. faid unto them, They be gone over the 
_ brook of water: 
and could not find them, they returned to Je- 
_riifalem.” 


“ 


; eS M. 
Thus Bhithai y 
well, an 


- gaintt: you. i aes as 


wee how the unthinking part are impofed upon..by the . 


‘fammer-time, perhaps, was dry, yer. 18. 
houfe very ingenioufly covered the ‘mouth of the well witha cloth, 


_ved, they brought their intelligence very faithfully to 1 
‘ver. 24.3 with this advice of. his friends, a, fh lah 


ses Pfal. xii. 6. 


And when they had fought were with him, and they. pad over Jordan | 


“by the morhing light there. lac 


21 And. it came to Pal after they: 


hie: iy Tape yey ee OO 
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were departed, that me ‘came up out of the 

i went and told king David, and faid: 
unto David, Arife, and ‘pafs quickly over the. 
water; for thus hath Ahithophel counfelled A- 


GE pda., 


’ 


We mult now leave David's enemies elon themfelves 
with the thoughts of a fure victory, by following Huthai’s 
counfel,-and fending f{ammons, po doubt, to all the tribes’ of 


_ Hfrael, to come to the general rendezvous at a place appointed, » 


purfuant to that council; and we next find David’s friends in 
a clofe cabal, confulting how to get ‘him notice of all this, that 
he might fteer his courfe accordingly. ‘Huthai tells the priefts ; 
what had paifed in:cownfel, ver. 15. But it Thould feem he - 
was not fure, but that yet Ahithophel’s counfel might be fol- 
Jowed; and was therefore jealous, left it he: made not the : belt 
of his way, the 4ing would be /wallowed up, and all the people 
that were with him, ver. 16. Perhaps, as he was called 1 in 
to give his advice, ver. 5. fo he was difmiffed before they came- _ 
to that refolve, ver. 14. in” favour_of his advice : Or he feared 
they might afterwards change their mind: However, it was 
good to provide again{t the worft, and therefore to haften thole 
valuable lives out of the reach of thefe deftroyers. 

Such fti@ guards did Abfalom fet | upon all the avenues to | 
Jerufalem, that they had much ado to get this necefary intelli- - 
gence'to David, (1.) The young priefts that were to be the — 


“meflengers, were forced to fculk out of the city, by En-rogel ; 


which fignifies, as fome fay, the fountain of a py. Sure it went ° 
ill with Jeruf lem, when two fuch faithful priefts as they were, 
might not be feen to come into the city. (2.) Inftru@tions’ were 
fent to them by a poor fimple wench, who, probably, went to 
that well, under pretence of fetching water, “vers 7.7 AT fhe 
carried thé meflage by word of mouth, there ,was danger of © 
her making fome miftake or blunder in a but Providence can’ 


where David had refiethed himfelf but aes Arh ene xv 
14.3 there they were happily hid in a well, which, now in 
The woman of the 


on which fhe fpread corn, to dry; fo that the purfuers, were 
not aware that there was a well, ‘elfe they bad fearched it, ver, 
19. Thus far the woman did well; but we know not how to 
juttify her further, concealing them with a lie, ver. 20.5 we 
muft not do evil that good may come of it. > - However, here- 


_ by-the meflengers were protetted, and the purfuers were de- 


feated, and returned to Abfalom without their prey. It was 
wei Absalom did not hereupon fall upon their two fathers, 
Zadok and Abiathar, as Saul on Ahimelech for his k 
to David: but God reftrained him. (5) Being thus j 


fer down: and there, as. ‘ink think, | ch pone # 
43d pfalms, looking back ee Ferufalen jrom 


is 22Then David ae and al 


them that was not gone over Tor 


ed pulfe, 29 And honey, and butter, and theep, 
“and cheefe of kine for David, and for the peo- 
ple that were with him, to eat: for they faid, 
The people is hungry, and weary, and thirfty in 


Chap. XVII, 


when Ahithophel faw that his counfel was not 
followed, he faddled his afs, and arofe, and gat 
him home to his houfe, to his city, and put his 
houthold in order, and hanged himfelf, and died, 
and was buried in the fepulchre of his father, 
24 Then David came to Mahanaim: and Ab- 
falom paffed over Jordan, he and all the men of 
Ifrael with him. 25 € And Abfalom. made 
Amafa captain of the hoft inftead, of Joab: 
which Amafa was a man’s fon, whofe name 
was Ithra an Lfraelite, that went in to Abigail 
the daughter of Nahath, fifter to Zeruiah, Joab’s 
mother. 26 So Ifrael and Abfalom pitched in 
the land of Gilead. 27 4 And it came to pals 
When David was come to Mahanaim, that Sho- 
bi the fon of Nahath of Rabbah of the children 
of Ammon, and Machir the fon of Ammiel, of 
Lo-debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite of Roge- 


_lim, 28 Brought beds, and. bafons, and earthen 


vellels, and,wheat, and barley, and flour, and 
parched corn, and beans, and lentiles, and parch- 


the wildernefs. te 
Here is, 1. The tranfporting of David and his forces over 


~ Jordan purfuant to the advice he had received from his friends 


at Jerufalem, ver. 22. He, and all that were with him, -went 
over in the night, whether in ferry-boats, which probably al- 
ways plied there, or through the fords, doth not appear. But 
{pecial notice may be taken of it, that there lacked not one of 
them ; none deferted him, though his diftre{s was great ; none ftaid 


‘behind fick or weary, nor were any lott or caft away in paffing the 


river. Herein fome make him a type of the Meffiah, who faid 
in a difficult day, Of all that thou haf? given me, have I loft none. 
Being got over Jordan, he marched: many miles forwards to 


* Mahanaim, a Levite’s city in the tribe of Gad, in the utmott 


border of that tribe, and not far from Rabbah, the chief city of 
the Ammonites. This city. which I{hbofheth had made his 
royal city, chap. ii. 8. David now made his head quarters, 
ver. 24. And now he had time to raife an army wherewith 
to oppofe the rebels, and give them a warm reception. — 

2, The death of Ahithophel, ver. 23. He died by his 
own hands, felo de fe ; hanged himfelf, for vexation that bis 
counfel was nat followed. Yor thereby, (1.) He thought him- 

{elf lighted, and an intolerable flur caft upon his reputation for 
wifdom. His judgment. always ufed to {way at the council- 
board ; but now another’s opinion is thought wifer and better 
than his, his proud heart cannot bear the affront; it rifes and 


{wells ; and the more he thinks of it, the more yiolent his re-> 
- fentments grow, till they bring him at laft to this defperate re- 


folve, not to live to fee another preferred before him. ° All 
men think him a wife man, but he thinks himfelf the only wife 
man ; and therefore to be revenged upon mankind for not think- 
ing fo too, he will die, that cwi/dom may die with him. The 
world is not worthy of fuch an oracle as he is, and therefore 
he will make them know the want of him. Sce what real e- 
nemies they are to themfelves, that think too well of themfelves, 
and what mifchiefs they run upon that are impatient of contempt. 
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That will break a proud man’s heart, that will not break an 
humble man’s fleep. (2.) He thought himf lf endangered, 
and his life expofed. He concluded, that becaule Ais counfel 
was not followed, Abfalom’s caufe would certainly mifcarry ; 
and then whoevér would find David's mercy, he concluded, 
that he, who was the greate(t criminal, and had particularly 
advifed him to lie with his father’s concubines, nuft be facri- 
ficed to his juftice ; to prevent therefore the fhame and terror 
of apublic and folemn execiition, he thus doth jultice upon 
himfelf; and after all his reputation for widom, by this his laft 
ad puts a far greater difgrace upon himfelf, than Abfalom’s 
privy council had put upon him; and anfwers his name Ahi- 
thophel, which fignifies, the brother of a fool. Nothing exalt- 
eth folly, fo as felfsmurder doth. ‘Obferve how deliberately he 
did it, and of malice prepenfe againit himfelf; not in a heat, 
but he went home to his city, to his houfe, to do it; and, 
which is ftrange, took time to confider of it, and yet did it. 
And to prove himfelf compos mentis when he did it, he firft 
put his houfehold in order, made his will as a man of {ane me- 
mory and underftanding, fettled his eftate, balanced his ace 
counts ; yet he that had fenfe and prudence enough to do this, 
had not confideration enough to revoke the fentence his pride 
and paflion had paffed upon his own neck, or fo much as to 
fufpend the execution of it till he faw the event. Now, here- 
in we may fee, [1.] Contempt poured upon the wifdom of 
man. He that was more renowned for policy than ever any 
man was, played the fool with himfelf more than ever any 
man did. * Let not the wife man glory in bis wifdom, when he 
fees him that was fo great an oracle dying as a fool dies. [2.] 
Honour done'to the juftice of God. When the wicked is 
thus /nared in the work of their own hands, and Junk in a pit 
of their own digging, the Lord is known by the judgment which 


| Ae executeth, and we mutt fay, Higgaion, Selah; it is a thing to 


be marked and meditated upon, Pfal. vii. 1§,16. [3 ] Pray- 
er anfwered, and an honeft caufe ferved even by its enemies.’ 
Now, as David had prayed, Ahithophel’s counfel was tuyned in= 
to foolt/bne/s to himfelf. Dr Lightfoot fuppofeth, that David 
penned the §5th Pfalm, upon occafion of Ahithopel’s being in 
the plot againft him, and that he is the man complained of, 
ver. 13. that had been Ais eqaal, his guide, and his acquaintance 3 
and if fo, this was an immediate anfwer to his prayer there, 
ver. 15. Let death feize upon them, let them &0 down quick inte 
hell, And Ahithophel’s death was an advantage to David’s 


‘intereft ; for, had he digefted that affront, (as thofe muft re- 
_ folve to do a great many, that will live in this world), and 


continued his poft at Abfalom’s elbow, he might have given. 
him counfel afterwards that might have been of “pernicious con- 
fequence to David. It is well that breath is {topt, and that 
head laid, from which nothing could be expected but mifchief 
It feems it was not then ufual to difprace the dead bodies of 
felf-murderers ; for Ahithophel was buried, we may fuppofe 
honourably buried, ia the fepulchre of his father, though he de- 
ferved no better than the burial of an afs. See Eccl. viii. 10. 
3. Abfalom’s purfuit of his father: He had now got all the 
men of Irael with him, as Hufhai advifed, and he himfelf at 
the head of them paffled over Yordan, ver. 24. Not content 
that he had driven his good father to the utmoft corner of his 
kingdom, he refolves to chafe him out of the world... He pitch- 
ed in the land of Gilead, with all his forces ready to give David 
battle, ver. 26. Abfalom made one Amafa his general, ver. 
25. whofe father was by birth Jether, an Ifhmaelite, 1 Chron. 
ii. 17. but by religion Ithra, (as he is here called), an Ifrael 
ite. Probably, he was not only profelyted, but, having marri- 
ed a near relation of David's, was, by fome aé& of the ftate; 
naturalized, and is therefore called an //raelite. His wife, A- 
mafa’s mother, was Abigail, David’s fifter ; his other fitter, Ze- 
3 G ruiah 
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ruiah, Joab’s mother, 1 Chron. ti. 16. 


inthe fame-relation to Dayid that Joab was. In honour to 


his family, even while he was in arms again{t his father, Ab- | 


{alom made him commander in chief of all his forces. Jefe 
is here called Naha/b, for many had two names; or, perhaps, 
it was his wife’s name. 


4. The friends David met with in this diftant country. | 


Even Shobi, a younger brother of the royal family of the Am- 
monites, was kind to-him, ver. 27. It is probable he had de- 
tefted the indignity which his brother Hanun had done to Da- 
yid’s‘ambafladors, and for that had received favours from Da- 
vid, which he now returns, Thofe that think their profperity 
moft confirmed know not, but, fome time or other, they may 


ftand in need of the kindnefs of thofe that now lie at their mer- | 
cy, and may be glad to be beholden to them; which is a rea- | 


fon why we fhould, as we have opportunity, do good to all men ; 
for he that qwatereth, foall be watered alfo him/elf, when there is 


eccafion. Machir, the fon of Ammiel, was he that maintain- | 


ed Mephibofheth, chap. ix. 4. till David eafed him of that 
charge; and is now repaid for it, by that generous man, who, 
it feems, was the common patron of diftrefled princes.  Bar- 
zillai we fhall hear of again. ‘Thefe, comrpaflionating David 
and his mén, now they were weary witha long march, brought 
him furniture for his houfe, Leds and bafons ; and provifion for 
his table, wheat and barley, &c. ver. 28, 29. He did not put 
them under contribution, did not compel them to fupply him, 
much lefs plunder them ; but, in token of their dutiful affec- 
tion to him, their firm adherence to his government, and their 
fincere concern for him in his prefent ftraits, of their own good 
will, they brought in plenty of all that which he had occafion 
for. Let us learn hence to be generous.and open-handed, ac- 
cording as our ability is, to all in diftrefs, efpecially. great men, 


40 whom it is moft grievous, and good men, who deferve better - 


treatment ; and fee how God fometimes makes up to his peo- 
ple that comfort from ftrangers, which they are difappointed of 
in their own families, za 


; et eC AL i. LEE : 
This chapter puts a period to Abfalom’s rebellion and life, and 
fo makes way for David to his throne again, whither the next 
chapter brings him back in peace and triumph. Here is, 1. 
“David's preparations to engage the rebels, ver. 155+ i, 


The total defeat of Abfalom’s party, and their difperfion, ver. |. 


6,8. IIL The death of Abfalom, and his burial, ver. 9, 
18. IV. The bringing of the tidings of it to David, who 

' tarried at Mahanaim, ver. 19,—32. V. His bitter lamen- 
tation of Abfalom, ver. 33: ; 


_ & ND David numbered the people that were 
/-\ with him, and fet captains of thoufands, 
and captains of hundreds over them. 2 And 
David fent forth a third part of the people un- 
der the hand of Joab, and a third part under 


the hand of Abifhai the fon of Zeruiah, Joab’s: 


brother, and a third part under the hand of It- 
tai the Gittite : and the king faid unto the peo- 
ple, I will furely go forth with you myfelf alfo. 
3 But the people anfwered, ‘Thou fhalt not go 
forth: for if we flee away, they will not care 
for us; neither if half of us die, will they care 
for us: but now thou art worth ten ‘thoufand 
-of'us: therefore now it is better that thou fuc- 


A 
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So that Amafa was | 


| reafon, even from our inferiors, and to be | 


ae | ee 
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cour us out of the city. 4 And the king faid. 
unto them, what feemeth you beft, I will do. 


- 


the people came out by hundreds, and by thou- 
fands. gs And the king commanded Joab, and 
Abifhai, and Ittai, faying, Deal gently for my 
fake with the young man, even with Abfalom. 
And all the people heard when the king gave 
all the captains charge concerning Abfalom. 
6 @ So the people went out into the field a- 


Ephraim; 7 Where the people of Hrael were 
flain before the fervants of David, and there 
was there a great flaughter that day of twen- 
ty thoufand men. 
{cattered over the face of all the country: and 


the {word devoured. é 


Which way David raifed an army here, and what reinforce- 
ments were fent him, we are not told; many, it is likely, from. 
all the coafts of Ifrael, at leaft from the neighbouring tribes, 
came in to his affiftance; fo that by degrees he was. able to. 


here we have, i fa tebe 

y. His army numbered and marfhalled, ver. 1, 2. He had, 
no doubt, committed his caufe to God by prayer, for that was. 
his relief in all his affi@ions, and then he took an account of 
his forces. Jofephus faith, they were in all but about four 


* thoufand : thefe he divided into regiments and companies, to- 


each of which he appointed proper officers ; and then difpofed _ 
them, as is ufual, intothe right wing, the left wing, and the: 
centre; two of which he committed to his old experienced ge- 
nerals, Joab and Abifhai, and the third to his new friend Ittai.. 
Good order and good conduét may fometimes be as ferviceable- 
in an army, as great numbers. Wifdom teacheth us to make 
we ie of the ftrength we have, and let it reach to the ut~ 
mMOlt. to z n : 2 

2. Himfelf over-perfuaded not to go in perfon to the battle.. 


ferved his pride more than his prudence. David’s true friends. 
would not let him go, remembering what they had been told. 
of Ahithophel’s defign to /mite the king only. David thewed- 


ver. 2. and they fhewed theirs to him by oppofing it. We 
mutt never reckon it an affront to be gainfaid for our good, and 


by no means have him to expofe himfelf, for (fay they) thou.. 
art worth ten thoufand of us. 


feat. of the whole army. (3.) He might be more ferviceable 
to them, by tarrying in the city, with a referve of his forces: 


be a poft of real fervice, which yet is not a polt of danger. 
The king acqutefced in their reafons, and changed his purpofe:. 
ver. 4. What feemeth you bef, I will do. It is no piece of 
wifdom to be ftiff in our refolutions, but to be willing to hear 

be over-ruled by their 


people’s prudence had an eye to it or no, God’s providence 


~ 


And the king ftood by the gate-fide, and all 


gainft Ifvael : and the battle was in the wood of | 


8 For the battle was there 


the wood devoured more people that day, than» 


make head again{t Abfalom, as Ahithophel forefaw. Now, 


He was Abfalom’s back-friend that perfuaded- him to go, and. — 


his affection to them, in being willing to venture with them, 


Thus ought good princes to be. 
valued by their fubje@ts, who, for their fafety, mult be willing. 
to expofe themfelves. (2.) They would not fo far gratify: 
the enemy, who would rejoice more in his fall, than in. the de- 


there,’ from whence he might fend them recruits. ‘That may — 


Prt it 
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~ 


by thofe that therein confult our intereft. (1.) They would: ~ 
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advice, when it appears to be for our own good. Whether the. 


_- Chap. XVIIL 


if. 
wifely ordered it, that David fhould not be in the field of bat- 
tle: for then his tendernefs had certainly interpofed to fave 
Abfalom’s life, whom God had determined to defiroy. 

3. The charge he gave concerning Abfalom, ver. 5. When 
the army_ was drawn out rank and file, Jofephus faith, he en- 
couraged them, and prayed for them, but withal bid them take 

* heed of doing Abfalom any hurt. How doth he render good 
for evil! Abfalom would have David only fmitten ; David 
would have Abfalom only fpared. What foils are thefe to 
each other! Never was unnatural hatred to a father fo {trong as 
in Abfalom ; nor was ever natural affection to a child fo ftrong 
as in David: in thofe each did their utmoft, and fhewed what 
they could do; how bad it is poffible for a child to be to the 
beft of fathers, and how good it is poflible for a father to be to 
the worft of children; as if it were defigned to be a refem- 
blance of man’s wickednefs towards God, and God’s mercy to- 
wards man, of which it is hard to fay, whether is more ama- 
zing. Deal gently, faith David, by all means, with the young 
man, even with Abfalom, for my fake ; he is a young man, rafh 
and heady, and his age mutt excufe him; he is mine, whom I 
love ; if you love me, be not fevere with him. This charge 
fuppofeth David’s {trong expedation of faccefs, having a good 
caufe, and a good God: he doubts not but Abfalom would lie 
at their mercy, and therefore bids them deal gently with him ; 
fpare his life, and referve him for his judgment. 

_ Bifhop Hall thus defcants on this. “ What means this ill- 

** placed love? this unjuft mercy? Deal gently with a traitor ? 
* ofall traitors with a fon? of all fons with an Abfalom? that 
** gracelefs darling of fo good a father? and all this for thy fake, 
* whofe crown, whofe blood he hunts after? For whofe fake 
* muft he be purfued, if forborn for thine? Mutt the caufe of 
“ the quarrel be the motive of mercy? Even in the holieft pa- 
‘rents, nature may be guilty of an injurious tendernefs, of a 
“bloody indulgence. But (faith he) was-not this done in 
“ type of that unmeafurable mercy of the ‘true King and Re- 
** deemer of Ifrael, who prayed for his perfecutors, for his mur- 
‘-derers, Father, forgive them. Deal gently with him for my 
“¢ fake.” When God fends an afflidtion to corres his chil- 
dren, it is with this charge, Deal gently with them for my 
fake; for he knows our frame. 7 
4. A complete victory gained over Abfalom’s forces. The 
battle was fought 7m the wood of Ephraim, ver. 6. fo called from 
fome memorable aétion of the Ephraimites there, though it lay 
in the tribe of Gad. David thought fit to meet the enemy 


- . with his forces at fome diltance, before they came up to Ma- 


hanaim, left he fhould bring that city into trouble, which had 
fo kindly fheltered him. ‘The caufe fhall be decided by a pitch- 
ed battle. Jofephus reprefents the fight as very obftinate ; but 
the rebels were at length totally routed, and twenty thoufand 
men of them flain, ver. 7. Now they f{marted juftly for their 
treafon againtt their lawful prince, their uneafinefs sede: fo good 
a government, and their bafe ingratitude to fo good a gover- 
nor; and found what it was to take up arms for an ufurper, 
who with his kiffes and careffes had wheedled them into their 
own ruin.. Now, where are the rewards, the preferments, the 
golden days, they promifed themfelves from him? Now they 
fee what it is to take coun/el againff the Lord, and his anointed, 
and to think of breaking his bands afunder. And that they 
might fee God fought againft them, (1.) They are conquered 
by a few, an asmy, in all probability, much inferior to theirs in 
~ number. 
themfelves, they deftroyed themfelves: The qvood, which they 
fought to for fhelter, devoured more than the fword ; that they 
might fee how, when they thought themfelves fafe from Da- 
vid’s men, and faid, Surely the bitternefs of death is paft, yet 


+ 


__ the juftice of God purfued them, and /uffered them not to live. 


\ 


ake ME OD 


. away. 


(2.) By that flight, with which they hoped to fave _ 
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What refuge can rebels find from divine vengeance? The pits 

and bogs, the {tumps and thickets, and, as the Chaldee para- 

phraft underftands it, the wild beafls of the wood, were the 

Ueath of multitudes of the difperfed, diftracted Ifraelites, fome 

think, befide the twenty thoufand that were flain with the 

{word. God herein fought for David, and yet fought again(t . 
him ; for all thofe that were flain were his own fubje&ts, and 

the common intereft of his kingdom was weakened by it. The 

Romans allowed no triumph for a vitory in a civil war. - 


9g § And Abfalom met the fervants of Da- 
vid; and Abfalom rode upon a mule, and the 
mule went under the thick boughs of a great 
oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, and 
he was taken up between the heaven and the 
earth, and the mule that was under him went 
1o And a certain man faw z¢, and told 
Joab, and-faid, Behold, I faw Abfalom hanging ' 
in an oak. 41x And Joab faid unto the man 
that told him, And. behold, thou faweft dim, 
and why didft thou not {mite him there to the 
ground, and I would have given thee ten /Je- 
kels of filver, and a girdle? 12 And the man 
faid unto Joab, Though I fhould receive a thou- 
fand /bekels of filver in mine hand, yet would’ 
I not put forth mine hand againft the king’s 
fon: for in our hearing the king charged thee, 
and Abifhai, and Ittai, faying, Beware that none 
touch the young man Abfalom. 13 Otherwife, 
I fhould have wrought falfehood againft mine 
own life: for there is no matter hid fromthe 
king, and thou thyfelf wouldft have fet thyfelf 
againft me. 14 Then faid Joab, I may not tar- 
ry thus with thee. And he took three darts in, 
his hand, and thruft them-through the heart of 
Abfalom, while he was yet alive in the midft 
of the oak. 15 And ten young men that bare 
Joab’s armour, compafled about, and {mote Ab. 
falom, and flew him. 16 And Joab blew the. 
trumpet, and the people returned from purfu- 
ing after Ifrael: for Joab held back the people. 
17 And they took Abfalom, and caft him into 
a great pit in the wood, and laid a very great 
heap of {tones upon. him: and all Ifrael fled 
every one to his tent. 18 { Now Abfalom. 
in his lifetime had taken and reared up for 
himfelf a pillar, which is in the king’s dale :. 
for he faid, I have no for to keep my name in 
remembrance: and he called the pillar after 
his own name, and it is called unto this day, 
Abfalom’s place. ae , 

Here is Abfalom in a wood too, quite at a lofs; at his wits 


end firft, and then at his life’s end. He that began the fight, 
big with expectation of triumphing over David himfelf, with 


‘whom, if he had had him in his power, he would not have dealt 


gently, is now in the greateft confternation, when he meets she 
Servants of David, ver. 9. Though they were forbidden to 
3 Gig? meddle 


> 


~ 


~ was imbarraffed. 


_ refign it to the ignominious tree. 


-. "That this was a very furprifing unufual thing. 


20 JI. 
meddle with him; he durft not look’ them in the face; but, 
fiading they were near him, (to ufe a common expreflion), he 
claps fpurs to his mule, and makes the beft of his way through 
“thick and thin, as we fay, and fo rides headlong upon his own 


deftruction. Thus, he that flies from the fear, /hall fall into the — 


pits and he that getteth up out of the pit, shall be taken in the 
Jnare, Jer. xlviii. 44. David is inclined to {pare him ; but di- 
vine juftice paffeth fentence upon him as a tffitor, and fees it 
executed; that he Aang by the neck, be caught alive, be bowel- 
Jed, and his body difpofed. of difgracefully. 

1. He is hanged by the neck. Riding farioufly, neck or 
nothing, under the thick boughs of a great oak, which hung low, 
and had never been cropped, either the twifted branches, or 
fome one forked bough of the oak, caught hold of his head, ei- 


ther by his neck, or, as fome think, by his /ong hair, which’ 


had been fo much his pride, and was now jultly made a halter 
for him; and there he ‘hung, fo aftonied, that he could not 
ufe his hands to help himfelf, or fo intangled, that his hands 
could not help him; but the more he ftruggled, the more he 
This fet him up for a fair mark to the fer- 
vants of David; and he had the terror and fhame of {eeing 


himfelf thus expofed, while he could do nothing for his own - 


relief, neither fight nor fly. 

Obferve, concerning this, (t.) That his mule went away 
from under him, as if glad to get’clear of fuch a burden, and 
Thus the whole creation 
groans under the burden of man’s corruption, but fhall fhortly 
be delivered from its load, Rom. viii. 21, 22. (2.) That he 
hung between heaven and earth, as unworthy of either, as aban- 
doned of both: earth would not keep him, heaven would not 
take him: hell therefore opens her mouth to receive him. (3.) 
It was fit it 
‘Should be fo, his.crime being fo monftrous. If in his flight his 
mule had thrown him, and left him half dead upon the ground, 
‘till the fervants of David had come up, and difpatched him, 
the fame thing had been done as effe€tually ; but that had been 
too common a fate for fo uncommon a criminal. 
here, as in the cafe of thofe other rebels, Dathan and Abiram, 
create a new thing, that it may be underftood how much this 
man has provoked the Lord, Numb. xvi. 29, 30. Abfalom is 
here hung up in terrorem, to frighten children from difobedience 
to their parents. See Prov. xxx. 17. 

2. He is caught alive, by one of the fervants of David, who 


went ftraight and told Joab in what pofture he found that arch. 


rebel, ver. 10. Thus’ was he fet up for a fpedtacle, as well as 
a mark, thatithe righteous might fee him, and laugh at him, Pfal. 
li. 6, While’he has this further vexation in his breaft, that 
of all the friends he had courted and confided in, and thought 
he had fure in his intereft, though he hung leng enough to have 
been relieved, yet he had none at hand to -difintangle him. 
Joab chides the man for not difpatching him, ver. 11.; telling 
him, if he had given that bold ftroke, he would have rewarded 


- him with ten half-crowns, and a girdle, i. e. a captain’s com- 


miflion, which, perhaps, was fignified by the delivery of a belt 
or gitdle. See Ha. xxi. 21- But the man, though zealous 


enough againft Abfalom, juftified himfelf in not doing it. Dif. — 


patch him! faith he; not for all the world: it would have 
co{t me my head. [hou thyfelf waft witnefs to’ the king’s 
charge concerning him, ver. 12. and, for all thy talk, wouldft 
-have been my profecutor if I had done it, ver. 13. Thofe 
that love the treafon hate the traitor. Joab could not deny 
this, nor blame the mah for his caution, and therefore makes 
him no anfwer, but breaks off the difcourfe under colour of 
hafte: ver. 14. £ may not tarry thus with thee. 
dhould:confider a reproof before they give it, left. they be a- 


God will - 


Superiors 
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_ fhamed of it afterwards, and find thenifelves, unable to make ig” 


ood. . ri 
: 3. He is (as I may fay) bowelled and quartered, as trai- 
tors are; fo pitifully mangled is he as he hangs there, and re~_ 
ceives his death in fuch a manner, as to fee all its terrors, and 
feel all its pains. (1.) Joab throws three darts into his body, 
which put him, no doubt, to exquifite torment, while yet he is _ 
alive in the midf of the oak, ver. 14. 1 know not whether 
Joab can be juftified in this dire@ difobedience to the command 
of his fovereign. Was this to deal gently with the young man? 
Would David have fuffered him to do it if he had been upon 
the fpot? Yet -this may be faid for him, that while he broke | 
the order of a too indulgent father, he did real fervice both to 
his king and country, and had endangered the welfare of both, 
if he had not done it. Salus populi fuprema tex. (2.) Joab’s — 


young men, ten of them, have each of them a blow or throw — 


at him before he is difpatched, ver. 15.3 they furrounded him, 
made a ting about him in triumph, and then /mote him, and flew 
him. So let all thine enemies perifh, O Lord. Joab hereupon _ 
founds a retreat, ver. 16.; the danger is over now, Abfalom 
is flain ; the people will foon return to their allegiance to Da- 
vid, and therefore no more blood fhall. be fpilt ; no prifoners — 
are taken, to be tried as traitors, and made examples ; let eve- 
ry man return to his tent 3 they are all the king’s fubjects, all 
his good fubjects again. Prats 

4. His body is difpofed of difgracefully, ver. 17, 18. They 
cafi it into a great pit in the wood ; they would not bring it to 
his father, for that circumftance would but have added to his — 
grief ; nor would they preferve it to be buried according to his 
order, but threw it into the next pit with indignation. Now. 
where is his beauty he had been fo proud of, and for which he 
had been fo much admired? .V here are his afpiring projects, 
and the:caftles he had built in the air?» His thoughts perifh, 
and he with them. And to fignify how heavy his iniguity lay — 


upon his bones, as the prophet fpeaks, Ezek. xxxii, 27. they 
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ea 


raifed a great heap of flones upon him, to be a monument of hiss - 


villany, and to fignify that he ought to have been ftoned asa _ 
rebellious fon, Deut. xxi. 21. : 


throw a {tone to this heap, with words to this purpofe: Cur... 
“* fed be the memory of rebellious Abfalom, aod curfed for e-. _ 
“ ver be all wicked children that rife up in rebellion againft — 


“ their parents.” To aggravate the ignominy of Abfalom’s  - 


burial, the hiflorian takes notice of a pillar he had erected in — 


the valley of Kidron, near Jerufalem, to be a monument for _ 
himfelf, and keep his name in remembrance, ver. 18.3; at the | 
What 


foot of which, it is probable, he defigned to be buried. 
foolifh infignificant projeéts do proud men fill their heads with!) 
and what care do many people take about the difpofal of their. 


bodies when they are dead, that have no care at all what fhall 


become of their precious fouls! Abfalom had had three fons, _ 


chap. xiv. 27. but it feems now he had none; God had taken. | 


them away by death; and jultly is a rebellious fon writes. 
childlefs. Tomake up the want, he ereéts this pillar for ame-__ 


morial ; yet in this alfo Providence croffeth him, and a rude» 
heap of {tones fhall be his monument, inflead of this marble pil-. _ 


lar. Thus they that exalt themfelves fball be abafed. His .c 
was, to have his name kept in remembrance 3 and it is fo, 


his everlafting difhonour.. He-could not,be content in the ob ie 


{curity of the reft of David’s fons, of whonr nothing is.record-_ 
‘ed but their names ; but would be famous,'and is therefore juft-. 
ly made for ever infamous.. The pillar fhall’bear his name, 

it, was. defigned, for. Abfalom’s. glory, e 


but not to. his credit: 
but proved, Abfalom’s folly. 


19 {Then faid. Ahimanz the fon of Zadok 
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Travellers fay the place is tas 
ken notice of to this day, and it is common for paflengers ta — 
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‘Chap. XVIIL 


Let me now run, and bear the king tidings, how 
that the Lorp hath avenged him of his ene- 
mies. 20 And Joab faid unto him, Thou fhalt 
not bear tidings this day, but thou thalt bear 
tidings another day: but this day thou fhalt 
bear no tidings, becaufe the king’s fon is dead. 
21 Then faid Joab to Gufhi, Go tell the king 
what thou haft feen. 
felf unto Joab, and ran. 22 Then faid Ahimaaz 
the fon of Zadok yet again. to Joab, But how- 
foever, let me, I pray thee, alfo run after Cu- 
thi. And Joab faid, Wherefore wilt thou run, 
my fon, feeing that thou hait no tidings ready ? 
23 But howfoever (/aid be) let me ran. And 
he faid unto him, Run. Then Ahimaaz ran by 
the way of the plain, and over-ran Cuthi. 24 
And David fat between the two gates: and 
the watchman went up to the roof over the 
gate unto the wall, and lift up his eyes, and 
looked, and behold, a man running alone. 25 
And the watchman cried, and told the king. 
And the king faid, If he be alone, there is ti- 
dings in his mouth. And he came apace, and 
drew near. 26 And the watchman faw ano- 
ther man‘running, and the watchman called 
unto the porter, and faid, Behold; another man 
running alone. And the king faid, He alfo 
bringeth tidings. 27 And the watchman fnid, 
Methinketh the running of the foremof, is like 
_ the running of Ahimaaz the fon of Zadok. 
_ And the king faid, He is a good man, and co- 
meth with good tidings, 28 And Ahimaaz 


called, and faid unto the king, Allis well. And 


he fell down to the earth upon his face before 
the king, and faid, Blefled be the. Lorp. thy 


God, which hath delivered up the men that: 


lift up their hand againft my lord the king. 29 


And the king faid, Is the young man Abfalom. 
fafe? And Ahimaaz anfwered, When Joab fent, 


the king’s fervant, and me thy fervaat, I faw a 


great tumult, but I knew not what i¢ was. 30. 


And the king faid unto bim, Turn afide; and 
- fland here. And he turned afide, and. ftood fill: 
31 And behold, Cufhi. came, and. Cuthi. faid, 
Tidings, my lord. the king: for the Lorp-hath 


avenged thee this day of all them that rofe up - 


againit thee. 32.And the king faid unto Cu- 
thi, Is the young man Abfalom fafe? And Cu- 


‘thi anfwered, ‘The enemies.of my lord the king, 
and all that rife-againft thee: to.do. thee hurt, he 


as that young mam.is.. 33. And the-king was 
much moved, and went up.to.the chamber over 
the gate, and! wept:: and:as.he- went, thus. he 
faid, O:my fon Abfalom, my fon, my fon Abfa- 
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And Cufhi bowed him- - 


_ bring bad ‘news. 
fhould always be brought by, good: men: and how. welcome: 
‘fhould they be tows for their meffiige fake ! 


422 
Jom: would God I had died for thee, O Abfae+ 
lom, my fon, my fon. . 46] 


. 1 ' 


Abfalom’s bufinefs is done. We are now told, 

1, How David was informed of it. He ftaid\ behind at 
the city of Mahanaim fome miles from the wood where the 
battle was, and in the utmoft border of the’ land. Abfalom’s 
{cattered forces all made homewards towards Jordan, which 
was the contrary way from Mahanaim ; fo that his watchmen 
could perceive nothing how the battle went, till an exprefs 
came on purpofe to bring advice of the iffue, which the king 
fat in the gate expecting to hear, ver. 24. 

1, Cufhi was the man Joab ordered to carry the tidings, ~ 
ver. 21. 4n Ethiopian, fo his name fignifies ; and fome think. 
he was fo by birth ; a black that waited on Joab, probably one: 
of the ten that had helped to difpatch Abfalom, ver. 1 5. as 
fome think ;, though it was dangerous for one of thofe to bring 
the.news to David, left his fate fhould be the fame with theirs. 
that reported to him Saul’s death’and Ifhbotheth’s. 

2dly, Ahimaaz, the young>prieft, (one of thof whb' brought 
David intelligence of! Abfalom’s motions, chap. Xvit. 17.), was. 
very forward. to be the meflenger of thefe tidiags: fo tranf-- 
ported was he with joy that this cloud was blowh over; Let 
me go tell the king, that the Lord has avenged him of his ene= 
miesy ver. 19. This he defired, not. fo much in hope of a re- 
ward, he was above that, as that he might. have. the pleafure 
and fatisfaction of bringing the king, whom he loved, this good: 
news. Joab knew David better than. Ahimaaz did, and that. 
the tidings of Abfalom’s death, which muft conclude the {to- 
ry, would fpoil the acceptablenefs of all.the reff; and he loves. - 
Ahimaaz too well to let him be the meffenger of thofe tidings, 
ver. 20. ‘They. are fitter to be brought by a footman than by: 
a prieft.. However, when’ Cufhi was gone, Ahimaaz begged. 
hard for Jeave to run afier him s;and, with great importunity, ob- 
tained it, ver..22, 23.. One would wonder. why'he fhould be fo. 
very fond of this office, when another. was employed init. (1.))” 


_ Perhaps it. was to thew his {wiftnefs:. obferving how heavily Cu-. 


fhi run; and.that he took the: worfe way, though. the.neareft, he: 
had a mind to thew how faft he could run, and that.he could 20° 
the furtheft way about, and.beat Cufhi. No great praife fora prieft: 
to be fwift of foot; yet, perhaps, Ahimaaz was proud of it. (2. ). 
Perhaps. it was in, prudence and tendernefs to the king, that he. 
defired it: He knew he could get before Cuthi, and therefore- 
was willing to prepare the king with an amazing ftory, for the. 
plain truth.which Cufhi was ordered.to'tell him. If bad news: 
mu{t.come, it is, beft that it. come gradually, and will be the- 
better borne; ; ° 
3¢ly, They. are both, difcovered by. the watchman on the: 
gate of Mahanaim;. Ahimaaz firlt, ver..24.3 for though Cufhi. ° 
had the-leading, he foon-outgot him ;_ but prefently after Cufhi: 
appeared, ver. 25:. (1.) When-the king hears of one-running- 


i 


_alone, he concludes he is an exprefs; ver. 26.. Lf be be alone;, 
there is.tidings.in his. mouth; for if they bad been beaten, and: ° 
» Were flying back.from the enemy, there would have been mas. 


ny. (.2.) When he hears it is- Ahimaaz, he concludes he: 
brings good news, ver..27. Ahimaaz; it feems, was {0 famous: 
for running cleverly, that he was known by.it. at'a diftance 5; 


‘and fo eminently good, that it is taken.for. granted, if he be 


the meflenger, the news. muft! needs. be good >.! Ze is-a good’ 
mar, zealoufly affected - to. the king’s. intereft, and. would not. 
It is pity. but the good’tidings of the gofpel 


4thly, Ahimaaz is very forward to proclaim the victory, very. aa 


. 28. cries at. a diftance, Peace, there is peace, peace after war,, 


which; i 


~ 


_ might be the fate of all that were traitors againft the king, his 


-doned himfelf to forrow. As he was going up to his chamber, 


“a concern about Abfalom’s everlafting ftate ; and that he there- 
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which 1s doubly, welcome: dil is qell, my lord O king, the 
danger is over, and we may return, when the king pleafeth, to 
Jerufalem. And when he comes near, tells him the news 
more particularly: ‘They are all cut off chat lift up their hand 
againft the king; and, as became a prieft, while he gives the 
king the joy of it, he gives God the glory of it, the God. of 


peace and war, the God of falvation and victory : Bleffed be 


the Lord thy God, that has done this for thee, as thy God, 
purfuant to the promifes made to uphold thy throne, chap. Xvil. 
16. When he faid this, 4e fell down upon his face, not only 


in reverence to the king, but in humble adoration of God, — 
By direéting David 


whofe name he praifeth for this fuccefs. 
¢hus to give God thanks for his victory, he prepares him for 
the approaching news of its allay. The more our hearts are 
fixed and enlarged in thankfgiving to God for our mercies, 
che better difpofed we fhall be to bear with patience the afflic- 
tions mixed with them. Poor David is fo much a father, that 
he.forgets he is a king; and therefore cannot rejoice in the 
news of a victory, till he knew whether the young man Abfa- 


Jom be fafe; for whom his heart feems to tremble, almoft as ~ 
. El’sin a like cafe, for the ark of God. Ahimaaz foon difcerns 


what Joab intimated to him, that the death of the king’s fon 
would make the tidings of the day very unwelcome ; and there- 
fore, in his report, leaves that matter doubtful: and though he 
gives occafion to fufpect how it was, yet that the thunderclap 
might not tome too fuddenly upon the poor perplexed. king, 
he refers him to the next meflenger, whom they faw coming, 
for a more particular account of it, W hen Foab fent the king’s fer- 
want, viz. Cu/bi, and me thy fervant, to bring the news, J /aw 
a great tumult, occafioned- by fomething extraordinary, as you 
will hear by and by; but I have nothing to fay about it, I have 
delivered that which was my meflage, Cufhiis better able to 
inform you than Iam. I will not be the meflenger of evil 
tidings ; nor will T pretend to know that which I cannot give 
a perfect account of. He is therefore bid to ftand by till Cu- 
fhi came, ver. 30. and now, we may fuppofe, he entertains the 
king with a more particular account of the victory, which was 
the thing he come to bring the news of. . 

sibly, Cufhi, the flow poft, proves the fure one; and, be- 
fides the confirmation of the news of the victory which Ahi- 
maaz had brought, v. 31. The Lord has avenged thee of all them 
that rofeup againfl thet ; he fatisfies the king’s inquiry concern- 
ing Abfalom: ver. 32. ‘Js he fafe? faith David. Yes, faith 


Cuthi, he is fafe in his grave: but he tells the news fo hand- 


fomely, that, how unwelcome foever the meflage was, the mef- 
fenger could have no blame. He doth not tell him plainly 
Abfalom was hanged, and run through, and buried under a 
heap of {tones ; but only that his fate was what he defired 


crown and dignity: The enemies of my lord the king, whoever 


they are, and all that rife againft thee to do thee hurt, be as that~ 


young man is: I need with them no worfe. | 

~ Laftly, David forgets all the joy of his deliverance, and is 
quite overwhelmed with the forrowful tidings -of Abfalom’s 
death, ver. 33- As foon as:he perceived by Cufhi’s inuendo, 
that Abfalom was dead, he afked no more queftions, but fell 
into a paflion of weeping, and retired from company, and aban- 
the was overheard to fay, O my fon Abfalom, my fon, my fon Ab- 
falom; alas for thee. I lament thee; how art thou fallen? 
Would God I had died for thee, and that thou hadft remained 
alive this day, fo the Chaldee adds; O Ab/alom, my fon, my 
fon. T-with ¥ could fee reafon to think, that this arofe from 


fore withed to have died for him, becaufe he had good hopes of 
his own falvation, and of Abfalom’s repentanee, if he had li- 


Spon 7 


a 


€ or 
Chap. XUX. 


ved. ‘It rather feems to have been fpoken inconfiderately, and - 


in a paffion; and it was-his He is to be blamed, 
(1.) For thewing fo great a fondnefs for a gracelefs fon, that 
was juftly abandoned both of God and man; only becaufe he 
was handfome and witty it may be. (2.) For quarrelling not 


: et 
x ~ P 


only with divine providence, the difpofals of which he ought fie 


lently to acquiefce ins but with divine juftice, the judgments 
of which he ought to adore and fubferibe to. See how Bil- 
dad argues, Job vill. 3,4. f thy children have finned againft 
him, and he have caf them away in their tranfgreffion, thou 
fhouldit fubmit ; for doth God pervert judgment? See Lev. x. 
3. (3-) For oppofing the jultice of the nation, which, as king, 
he was intrufted with the adminiftration of, and which. with 
other public interefts, he ought to prefer before any natural af- 
fe&ion. (4.) For defpifing the mercy of his deliverance, and 


the deliverance of his family and kingdom, from Abfalom’s 


wicked defigns; as if this were no mercy, nor worth giving 


thanks for, becavfe it coft the life of Abfalom. 


He now forgot his own reafonings upon the death of another 
child, Can L bring him back again? and his own refolution, to 
‘keep his mouth as with a bridle, when his heart was hot within 


him; and his own practice at other times, when he quicted him- 


Jfelf as a-child that ts weaned from his mother. ‘The beft men 
are not always in a like good frame. What we overloved, we 
are apt to overgrieve for. In each affection, therefore, ‘it ts 
wifdom to have rule over our own fpirits, and to keep a 
{tri guard upon ourfelves, when that: is removed from usy 
which was very dear to us. Lofers think they may have leave 
to fpeak; but little faid, is foon amended. The penitent, pa- 
“tient fufferer fitteth alone, and heepeth filence, Lam. iii. 28. or 


rather with Job, Blefeth the name of the Lord. ~ 


CHAP. XIX. Sev > ogg 
We left David's army in triumph, and yet David himfelf in 
‘tears. Now bere we have, 1. His return to him/elf, by 
the perfuafion of Foab, ver. 1,—8. Il. His return to his 
Tfrael were forward of themfelves to bring him back, ver. 
9,10. (2.) The men of Fudah were dealt with by Da- 
vid?s agents to do it, ver. 1¥,—14. and did tt, ver. 15. 
Ill. At the king’s coming over Fordan, Shimei’s treason is 
pardoned, ver. 16,—23. Mephibo/heths failure ts excu- 
fed, ver. 24,—30. and Barzillai’s kindne/s is thankfully 
owned and recompenfed to bis fon, ver. 31,—40. IV 


not calling them to the ceremony of the king’s refloration ; 


which occafioned a new 1 ebellion in the next chapter, ver- 
AL ede. ; ; ER : 


\ eth and mourneth for Abfalom. 2 And 
the victory that day was turned into mourning 
tinto all the people: for the people heard fay 
3 And the people gat them by ftealth that day 
way when they flee in battle. 4 But the king 
voice, O my fon Abfalom, O Abfalom, my fon, 


the king, and faid, Thou haft fhamed this day 
the faces of all thy fervants, which this day 


that day, how the king was grieved for his fon. - 


(53). Fora, 
dulging a ftrong paffion, and fpeaking unadvifedly with his lips. _ 


kingdom from bis prefent bant/bment. CRY. The men of 


The men of Ifrael quarrelled with the men of - fudah for 


ND it was told Joab, Behold, the king weep- 


into the city, as people being afhamed fleal a-_ 


a 


covered his face, and the king cried with a loud — 


my fon. 5 And Joab came into the houfe to_ 


have. 


» 


| Chap. XIX. | If. 


faye faved thy life, and the lives of thy: fons, 
and of thy daughters, and the lives of thy wives 
and the lives of thy concubines: 6 In that thou 
loveft thine enemies, and hateft thy friends; for 

, thou haft declared this day, that thou regardeft 
neither princes, nor fervants: for this day I per- 
ceive, that if Abfalom had lived, and all we had 
died this day, then it had pleafed thee well. _ 7 
Now therefore arife, go forth, and {peak com- 
fortably unto thy fervants: for I fwear by the 
Lorp, if thou go not forth, there will not tarry 
one with thee this night; and that will be worfe 
unto thee than all the evil that befel thee from 
thy youth until now. -8 Then the king rofe, 
and fat in the gate; and they told unto all the 
people, faying, Behold, the king doth fit in the 
gate: and all the people came before the king: 
for Ifrael had fied every man to his tent. 


Soon after the meffenger has brought the news of the defeat 
and death of Abfalom to the court at Mahanaim, Joab, and 
his victorious army, followed to grace the king’s triumphs, and 
receive his further orders. “Now, here we ate told, 

_ 1. What a damp, what a baulk, it was to them to find the 
king in tears for Abfalom’s death, which they conitrued as a 
token of his difpleafure againft them for what they had done ; 
whereas they expected him to have met them with joy and 
thanks for their good fervices. It was told Joab, ver. 1. ‘The 
report of it went through the army, ver. 2. How ihe king was 
gricved for his fon. The people will take particular notice 
what their princes fay and do. The more eyes we have upon 
us, and the greater our influence is, the more need we have to 

_ fpeak and a& wifely, and:to govern our pallions ftriGly. 
Nay, when they came to the city, they found the king in 


clofe mourning, ver. 4. He covered his Jace, and would notfo _ 


much as look up, nor take any notice of the generals when 
they attended him. It could not but furprife. them to find, 
(1,) How the king proclaimed his paffion, which he. ought to 
have been afhamed of, and which. he would have ftriven, to 
{mother and conceal, if he had confulted either his reputation 
~ for courage, which was leffened by his mean -fubmiffion to the 
tyranny of fo abfurd a paflion ; or his intereft in the people, 
which would be prejudiced by his difcountenancing what was 
-done-in zeal for his honour, and the public fafety. Yet fee 


how he avows his grief, He cries with a loud voice, O my fon. 


Abfalom. My fervants-are all come home fafe, but where is 
my fon? He is dead ; and, dying in fin, I fear he is loft for 
ever: I cannot now fay, [/hall go to him; for my: foul thall 
not be gathered with fuch finners: what fhall be done for 
thee, O Abfalom, my fon, my fon ?{2.) How he prolonged his 
paflion, even till the army was come up to him, which mnft be 
fome time-after he received the firft intelligence. If he had 
contented himfelf to give vent to his paflion for an hour or two, 
when he firft heard the news, it had been excufable ; but to 
continue it thus for fo ill a fon as Abfalom, like Jacob for. fo 
60d a fon as Jofeph, witha refolution to go to the grave mour- 


/ning, and to ftain his triumphs with his tears, was very unwife, | 


and very unworthy. bi ts ; 

Now, fee how all this was taken-by the people : They were 
loth to blame the king; for whatever he did, ufed to pleafe 
them, chap. iti. 36.5; byt they took it as a great mortification to 

them: Their vidory was turned into mourning, ver. 2. They 
| fale into the city as mén afamed, ver, 3. Ta compliment. to 
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their fovereign, they would not rejoice in that which they pers 
ceived fo afflictive to him ; and yet they could not but. be un- 
eafy, that they were thus obliged to conceal their joys. Su- 
periors ought not to put fuch hardfhips as thefe on their inferiors. 

2. How plainly and paflionately Joab reproved David for 
this indifcreet management of himself in this critical juncture, 
David never more needed the hearts of his fubjects than now, 


} Or was ever more concerned to fecure his intereft in their af-- 


fections ; and therefore whatever tended to difoblige them now, 
was the moft impolitic thing he could do, and the greateft 
wrong imaginable to his friends that adhered to him. Joab 
therefore takes him to tafk, ver. 5, 6, 7. where he foeaks a 
great deal of reafon, but not with that refpe& and deference 
which he owed to his prince. /y it fit to fay to a king, thou 
art wicked? A plain cafe may be fairly pleaded with thofe 
that are above us, and they may be reproved for what they do- 
amifs ;-but it muft not be done with rudenefs and infolence. 
David did indeed need to be roufed and alarmed; and Joab 
thought it no time to dally with him. If fuperiors do that 
which is foolifh, they muft neither think it {trange, nor take it 
ill, if their inferiors tell theni of it, perhaps too bluntly. (1.) 
Joab magnifies the fervices of David’s foldiers : This day they 
have faved thy life, and therefore deferve to be taken notice - 
of; and have reafon to refent it, if they be not. ~ Tt is implix 
ed, that Abfalom, whom he honoured with: his tears, fought 
his ruin, and the ruin of his family ; while thofe whom, by his 
tears, he pat a flight upon, were fuch as ‘preferved: him from 
ruin, and all'that was dear to him. Great mifchiefs have rifen 
to princes from the contempt cf great merits. (2.) He ag- 
gravates the difcouragement David had given them: Thou haft 
JSbamed their faces ; tor while they have thewed fuch a value- 
for thy life, thou haft fhewed no value for theirs, but preferreft 
a wicked marred lad, a falfe traitor to his king and’ country, . 
whom we are happily rid of, before all thy wife counfellors, 
brave commanders, and loyal fubjeéts. What can be more ab- 


‘fard, than to love thine enemies, and to hate thy friends ? (3.}- 


He advifeth him to render himfelf immediately at the head of 
his troops, to {mile upon them, welcome them home, congra-. 
tulate their fuccefles, and return them thanks for their fervices.— 
Even thofe that may be commanded, yet expect to be thanked: 
when: they do well, and ought to be fo. (4-) He threatens 
him with another rebellion, if he would not do this; intimat- 


ing, that rather than ferve fo ungrateful a prince, he himfelf” 
would head a revolt from him 3; and then (fo confident is Joab » 


of his own intereft in the people) there qwilf not tarry with thee 
one man.. If I go, they all-go.. Thou haft-now no caufe to 
cry; but I will give-thee fomething to cry for, as Jofephus ex- 
prefleth it, with a true and more bitter mourning. 

3--How prudently and mildly David took the reproof and 


counfel given him, ver. $8. He thook off his grief, anointed his - 


head, and wathed his face, that he might not appear unto men 

to mourn ; and then made his appearance in public, in she gale, 

which was as the guild-hall of the city. Hither the people 

flocked to him, to congratulate his and their fafety, and ail was 

well... Note, When we-are convinced of a fault, we mutt 4- 

mend it, though we are told of it by our inferiors, and in-- 
decently, or in heat and paffion. - 


- 9G And all the people wereat ftrife through- 
out all the tribes of Ifrael, faying, The king fa. 
ved us out of the hand of our enemies, and he 
delivered us out of the hand of the Philiftines, 
and now he is fled out of the land for Abfa- 
lom... 10 And Abfalom, whom we anointed o. 


ver us, is-dead in battle: now therefore why. 


fpeak.. 


* 


424 Il. 
{peak ye not a word of bringing the king back? 
11 G And king David fent to Zadok and to A- 
biathar the priefts, faying, Speak unto the el- 
ders of Judah, faying, Why are ye the laft to 
bring the king back to his houfe? (feeing the 
fpeech of all Ifrael is come to the king, even 
to his houfe.). 12 Ye are my brethren, ye are 
my bones and my flefh: wherefore then ate 
ye the laft to bring back the king? 13 And 
fay ye to Amafa, Art thou not of my bone, 
and of my flefh? God do fo to me, and more 
alfo, if thou be not captain of the hoft before 
me continually in the room of Joab. 14 And 
she bowed the heart ofall the men of Judah, 
even as the beart of one man, fo that they fent 
this word unto the king, Return thou. and all 
thy fervants. 15 So the king returned, and 
came to Jordan: and Judah came to Gilgal, 
‘to’go to meet the king, to conduct the king 
over Jordan. 


It is ftrange that David did not immediately, upon the de- 
feat and difperfion of Abfalom’s forces, march with all expe- 
dition back to Jerufalem, to regain the poffeffion of his capital 
city, while the rebels were in confufion, and before they could 


rally again: what occafion was there to bring him back? could — 


not he himfelf go back with the victorious army he had with 
_ him in’ Gilead ? He could, no doubt: but, (1.) He would 
«come back as a prince, with the confent and unanimous appro- 
‘bation of the people, and not as a conqueror forcing his ways 
to reftore their liberties, and not to take this advantage to feize 
them, or incroach upon them. (2.) He would come back in 


peace and fafety, and be fure that he fhould meet with no dif- 
ficulty or oppofition in his return; and therefore would be far 


tisfied that the people. were well affected to him, before he 
would ftir. (3.) He would come back in honour, and_ like 
himfelf; and therefore would come back, not at the head of 
his forces, but in the arms of his fubjeéts: for the prince that 
has wifdom and goodnefs enough to make himfelf his people’s 
darling, without doubt looks greater, and makes a much better 
figure than the prince that has {trength enough to make himfelf 
Ahis people’s terror. + 


‘It is refolved therefore that David muft be brought back to : 


Jerufalem, his own city, and his own houfe there, with fome 
‘ceremony; and here we have that matter concerted. 


1. The men of Ifrael (i. ¢. the ten tribes) were the firft that 


: talked of it, ver. 9, 10. The people were at rife about it, it 


was the great fubje@ of difcourfe and difpute throughout all 


‘the country. Some, perhaps, oppofed it; let him either come 
back himfelf, or ftay where he is ; others appeared zealous for 
it, and reafoned as follows~here, to further the defign, (1.) 
"That David had formerly helped them, had fought their bat- 


tles, fubdued their enemies, and done them many a good turn; 


and therefore it was a fhame he fhould continue banifhed from 


- their country, who had been fo great a benefaétor to it. Note, .| 


Good fervices done to the public, though they may be forgot- 
ten for a while, yet, will be remembered again, when men 
come to their right minds. (2.) ‘That Abfalom had now fail- 
edthem. We were foolithly fick of the cedar, and chofe the 
‘branch to reign over us ;, but we have had enough of him ; he 
4s confumed, and we had a fair efcape of being confumed with 


. Shim; let us therefore return to our allegiance, and think of , 
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bringing the king Lack. Perhaps, this was all the ftrife among 
them, not a difpute whether the king fhould be brought back 
or no § all agreed it fhould be done, but they could not agree 
whofe fault it was that it was not done ; as is ufual in fuck 
cafes, every one juttified himfelf, and blamed his neighbour. 
The people laid the fault on the elders, and the elders on the 
people, and one tribe upon another. Mutual excitements to 
the doing of a good work are laudable, but not mutual accufa- 
tions for the not doing of it ; for ufually when public fervices are 
neglected, all fides muft fhare in the blame, each might do more 
than they do, as in reformation of manners, healing of divifionsy 
and the like. 

2. The men_of Judah, with good management, were. the 


firft that did it. It is ftrange they were not fo forward. as the. | 
re(t, though they were David’s own tribes. David had intel- — 


ligence of the good difpofition of all the relt towards him ; but 
nothing from Judah, though he had always been particularly 
careful of them.- But wé do not always find the moft kind- 
nefs from thofe whom we have moft reafon to expect it from. 
Yet David would not return till he knew the fenfe of his own 
tribe + Fudah was his lawgiver, Pfal. tx. 7. ‘That his. way 
home might be the more clear. - 

1, He einploys Zadck and Abiathar, the two chief priefts, 
to treat with the elders of Judah, and to excite them to give 
the king an invitation back: to his houfe, even to his houfe, 
which was the glory of their tribe, ver. 11, 12. No men 
more proper to negotiate this affair than the two priefts, who 
were firm to David’s intereft, were prudent men, and had a 
great influence upon the people. Perhaps the men of Judah 
were remifs and carelefs, and did it not becaufe no body put 
them on to it, and then it was proper to ftir them up to it. 
Many will follow that will not leadin a good work, and would 


do it if they were but fpoken to: pity that fhould be wanting. 


Or, perhaps, they were fo fenfible of the greatnefs of the. pro- 
vocation they had given to David, by joining with Abfalom, 
that they were afraid to bring him back, defpairing of his fa-" 


vour: he therefore warrants his agents to affure them of it, | 


with this reafon, Ye are my brethren, my bone and my flefb, 
and therefore I cannot be fevere with you. . The Son of Da- 


vid has been pleafed to call us drethren, his bone and bis flelby 


which encourageth ts to hope we fhall find favour with him. 
Or, perhaps, they were willing to fee what the reft of “the 
tribes would do, before they ftirred, with which they are here 
upbraided ; are told that the fpeech of all Ifrael is come to the 
king to invite him back ;-and fhall Judah be the lat, that. 
fhould have been the firft? 
very of that royal tribe? where its loyalty? Note, We fhould 


both of our anceftors, and of our neighbours, and by the.con- 
fideration of our rank. “Let not the firft in dignity be laft in duty. 

2dly, He courts Amafa particularly into his intereft, who 
had been Abfalom’s general ; but was his own nephew as well 
as Joab, ver. 13. He owns him for his kinfman, and promil- 
eth him, that if he would appear for him now, he would make 
him captain-general of all his forces in the room of Joab; would 
not only pardon him, which it may be Amafa queftioned, but 
prefer him. Sometimes there is nothing loft in purchafing the 


Where is now the celebrated bra- 


be ftirred up to that which is great and good, by the examples . _ 


Noes 


friendfhip of one that has been an enemy. Amafa’s intereft 


might do David good fervice at this jun@ure.. But if David 


did wifely for himfelf to defign Amafa this poft, Joab being 


now grown intolerably haughty ; yet he did not do kindly by 


V 


by Joab’s hand, chap. xx. 10. | 


_ Amafa, to let his defign be known ; for it occafioned his death 


' 3dly, The point was hereby gained. — He Boaved the heart — 
of the men of Fudah to pafs a vote, nemine contradicente, for 


the recal of the king, ver.'1q.. God’s providence, by the. 
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»prietts perfuafions, and Amafa’s.intereft,brought them to this 
refolve. David ftirred not till he received this invitation ; and 
then he came as far back as Jordan, at which river they were 
to meet him, vers 15. Our Lord Jefus will rule in thofe that 
invite him to the throne in their hearts, and not till he is in- 
vited. He firlt bows the heart, and makes it ail, ing in the 
day of his power, and then rules in the mid? of -his enemics, 
Pfal. cx. 2, 3. 


“16 G And Shimei the fon-of Gera, a. Benja- 
mite, which was of Bahurim, hafted and came 
down with the. men of Judah, to meet king 
David. 17 And there were a thoufand men 
of Benjamin with him, and ‘Ziba the fervant 
of the houfe of Saul, and his: fifteen fons and 
his twenty fervants with him, and they went 
over Jordan before the king. 18 And there 
went over a ferry-boat to carry over the king’s 
houfehold, and to do what he thought good: 
and Shimei the fon of Gera fell down before 
_ the king as he was come over Jordan; ig And 
-faid unto the king, Let not my lord impute i- 
hiquity unto me, neither do thou remember 
that which thy fervant did perverfely the day 
_that my lord the “king went out of Jerufalem, 
that the king fhould take it to his -heart. 20 
For thy fervant doth know that I have finned : 
therefore behold, 1 am come the firft this day 


_ of all the houfe of Jofeph, to go down to meet. 


my lord the king. 21 But Abithai the fon of 

Zeruiah anfwered and faid, Shall not Shimei 

be put to death for this, becaufe he curfed the 
_ Lorv’s anointed? 22 And David faid, What 
have I to do with you, ye fons of Zeruiah, that 
_ye fhould this day be. adverfaries unto me? 
fhall there any man be put to death this day 

in Ifrael? for do not I know, that I’ am this 
day king over Ifracl? 23 Therefore the king 
_ faid unto Shimei, Thou fhalt not die: and the 

king fware unto him. ~~ 

_~ Perhaps, Jordan was never paffed with fo much folemnity, 


~ nor with fo many remarkable occurrences, as it was now, fince 
Hrael paffed it under Jofhua. David, in his -affidive flight, 


remembered God particularly from the land of Jordan, Pal. ~ 


—xiit. 6. and now that land, more than any other, was graced 
with the glories of his return. David’s foldiers furnifhed them- 
felves with accommodations for their tranfport over this river ; 

but for his own family, a ferry-boat was fent on purpofe to at- 


tend that, ver. 1, 8. a flcet of boats, fay fome ; a bridge of boats . 


was made, fo others; the belt ‘convenience they had to ferve 
him with: . es ae ; 


-* Two remarkable perfons met him on the banks of Jordan,. | 


that had both of them abufed him’ wretchedly when he was in 
his flight. 


1. Ziba, who had abufed him with his fair tongue, and, by _ 


accufing his mafter, had obtained from the king a grant of his 


~ eftate, chap. xvi. q.. A’ greater abufe he could not have done 


him, than by impofing upon his credulity, to draw him in to 
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do a thing {6 ungrateful to the remains of his fiend Jonathan. 
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- the fubmiffion ought to be fo. 


. quity to thy servant, i.e. deal with me as I deferve. 
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He-comes now, with a retinue of fons and fervants, to meet 
the king, ver, 17. that he might obtain the king’s favour, and. 
fo come off the better, when Mephibofheth would fhortly un- 
deceive him, and clear himfelf, ver. 26. 

2. Shimei, who had abufed him with his foul tongue, railed 
at him, and curfed him, chap. xvi. 5. If David had gone by 
the worft, no doubt he would have continued to trample upon 
him, and have gloried in what he had done; but now he {ees 
him coming home in triumph, and returning to his throne, he 
thinks it his intereft to make his peace with him. 'Thofe who 
now flight and abufe the Son of David, would be glad to do 


fo when he fhall come in his glory ; but it will be too date. ‘ 


Shimei, to recommend himfeilf to the king, (1.) Came with 
good company, with the men of Judah, as one entire in their 


interelt. ~(2.) He brought a regiment of the men of Benja-, 


min with him, a-thoufand, of which, perhaps, he was chiliarch, 
or commander in chief, offering his own and their fervice to 
the kings or, perhaps, they were volunteers, whom, by his in- 
tereft, he had got together to meet the king; which was the 
more obliging, becaufe there were none but thefe of all the 
tribes of Ifrael that appeared to pay him this refpeét but Jue 
dah only. 
time. gree with thine adverfary quickly, while thou art in the 
way. ar 

Here-is, 1/7, The criminal’s fabmiffion, ver. ID, -205 site 
fell down before the king, as a penitent, as a fupplicant ; and, 
that he might be thought fincere, he did it publicly before all 
David’s fervants, and his friends the men of Judah, yea, and 
before his own thoufand. ‘The offence was public, therefore 
He owns his crime, Thy fer- 
vant doth know that I have finned ; he aggravates it, J did per» 
verfely ; ke begs the king’s pardon, Let not the king impute ini~ 


timates, that it was below the king’s great and generous mind 
to take it to his heart and pleads his early return to bis alle- 
giance, that he was the fir/ of all the houfe of Fofeph, (i.e. of 
Ifrael, who, in the beginning of David's reign, had diftin- 


(3.) What he did he hafted> to dos he loft no. 


guifhed themfelves from Judah, by their adherence to Ifhbo- 
fheth, chap. ii. 10.), that came to meet the king. He came | 


‘firft, that by his example of duty the re(t might be induced, 


and by his experience of the king’s clemency the.reft might be 
encouraged to follow. 7 ps > tag 


He ins . 


- 2dly, A motion made for judgment againit chim : yer. 21. °~ 


Shall not Shimei be put to death, fora traitor? Let him of all 
men be made an example. Abithai moved it, who would have 
ventured his-life to have been his death, then when he was 
curfing, chap. xvi. Q. 
then, becaufe his judicial power was cut fhort; but now it 
was reftored, why fhould not the law have its courfe? Abi- 
fhai herein ¢onfulted David’s honour, more than his true* in- 
tereft. Princes have need.to arm themfelves. again{t tempta- 
tions to feverity. 


3dly, His difcharge by the king’s order, ver. 22, 2 on He 


_ rejected Abifhai’s motions with difpleafure: What have I to 


do with you, ye fons of Zeruiah ? The lefs we have to do with 
thofe that are of an angry revengeful {p'rit, and that put us upon 
doing what is harfh and rigorous, the better. He looks upon. 
thefe profecutors as adver/aries to him, though they pretended 
friend{hip and zeal for his honour. Thofe who put us upon 
doing any ill thing, are really Satans. adverfaries to us. The 

were adverfaries, (1.) To his inclination, which was to cle- 
mency. He knew that he was this day king in Ifrael, reftor- 
ed to, and re-eftablifhed in his kingdom, and therefore his hos 
nour inclined him to forgive It is the glory of kings to: for- 
give thofe that bumble and furrender themfelves : Satis ef pro/= 
traffe leon. His joy inclined ‘him to forgive ; the pleafantnefs 
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David did not think fit to have it done ~ 


420 I. 
of his {pirit, on this great occation, forbade the entrance of 
any thing that was four and pecvifh. Joyful days fhould be 
forgiving days. Yet this was not all; his experience of God’s 
mercy in re{toring him to his kingdom, from which he knew 
it was for his fin that he was excluded, inclined him to fhew 
mercy to Shimei. ‘They that are forgiven muft forgive. Da- 
vid had feverely revengéed the abufes done to his ambaffadors 
by the Ammonites, chap. xii. 31. but eafily paffeth by the a- 
bufe done to himfelf by an Ifraelite. ‘That was an af- 
front to Ifrael in general, and touched the honour of his 
crown and kingdom; this was purely perfonal, and there- 
fore (according to the ufual difpofition of good men) he 
could the eafier forgive it. (2.) They were adverfaries 
to his intereft. If he fhould put Shimei to death, who cur- 
fed him, they would 'expe& the like treatment who had ta- 
ken up arms, and adtually levied war again{t him; which would 
driye them from him, while he was endeavouring to draw them 
to him. Acts of feverity are feldom ads of policy: The 
throne is eftablifbed by mercy. Shimei hereupon has his pardon 
ligned and fealed with an oath; yet bound, no doubt, to his 
good behaviour, and liable to be profecuted if he afterwards 
mifcarried himfelf; and thus he was referved to be, in due 
time, as much a monument of the juftice of the government, 
as. he was now of its clemency, and, in both, of its prudence. 


24 4 And Mephibofheth the fon of Saul came 
down to meet the king, and had neither dref- 
fed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor wafh- 
ed his clothes, from the day the king depart- 
ed, until the day he came again in peace. 25° 
And it came to pafs when he was come to Je-~ 
rufalem to meet the king, that the king faid 
unto him, Wherefore wenteft not thou with 
me, Mephibofheth?, 26 And he anfwered, My 
ford, O king, my fervant deceived me; for thy 
fervant faid, I will faddle me an afs, that I may 
ride thereon, and go to the king, becaufe thy 
fervant is lame. 27 And he hath flandered 
‘thy fervant unto my lord the king; but my 
lord the king zs as. an angel of God: do there- 
fore what is good in thine eyes. 28 For all of 
my father’s houfe were but dead men before my 

_lord the king: yet didft thou fet thy fervant 
among them that did eat at thine own table: 
what sight therefore have I yet to ery any 
more unto the king? 29 And the king faid. 
unto him, Why fpeakeft thou any more of thy 
matters? Ihave faid, Thou and. Ziba divide 
the land. 30 And Mephibofheth faid unto the 
king, Yea, let him take all, forafmuch as my. 
lord the king is come again in peace unto his 
own houfe, i 
. The day of David’s return, was a day of bringing-to remem- 

~-brance, a day of account, in which what had. paffed “in his 
fight was called over again, and, among other things,. after 
Shimei’s, comes Mephibofheth’s cafe to be inquired into, and — 
he himfelf brings it on. ' 

1. He went down in the crowd to meet the hing, ver. 24. 
and, as a proof of the fincerity of his joy in the king’s return, 
we are here told what a true mouyrner he was for the king’s 


S A M 


. fo that Dayid may be in peace. 


ye, Vy 


banifhment. During that melancholy time, when one of the 
greate{t glories of Ifrael was departed, Mephibofheth conti- 
nued in a very melancholy pofture. 


mifery. In times of public calamity, we ought to abridge our- ~ 
felves of the delights of,fenfe, in conformity to the feafon.. 
There are times when God calls to weeping and mourning, 


- and we muft comply with the call. 


2. When the king came to Jerufalem, fince he could “not 
fooner have an opportunity of addrefling himfelf to him, he 
made his appearance before him, ver. 25.._And when the king 
afked him, why he, being one of his family; had. ftaid behind,. 
and not accompanied him in his exile, he opened his cafe fully 
to the king. (1.) He complains of Ziba, his fervant, that 
fhould have been his friend, but had been two ways his ene~ 
my ; for he had firlt balked him of his -purpofe to go along 
with the king, and took the afs himfelf which he was ordered 


- to make ready for his mafter, ver. 26. bafely taking advantage 
of his lamenefs, and. his inability to help himfelf; and then ac- 


cufed him to David of a defign to ufurp the government, ver. 
27. What a great deal of mifchief is it in the power‘of a 
wicked fervant to do to the beft mafter? (2.) He gratefully ac- - 
knowledgeth the king’s great kindnefs to himfelf, when he and 
all his father’s houfe lay at the king’s mercy, ver. 28. when 
he might juftly have been dealt with as a rebel, he was treated: 
as afriend, asa child: Thgu didft fet thy fervant among them 
that did eat at thine own table. ‘This thews Ziba’s faggeftion 
improbable : for, could Mephibofheth be fo foolith as te aim 
higher, when he lived fo eafily, fo happily as he did? and 
could he be fo very difingenuous as to defign any ill to David, 
of whofe great kindnefs to him he was thus fenfible? (3.) He 
refers himfelf to the king’s pleafure: Do qwhat-is good in thine 
eyes with me and my eftate ; depending on the king’s wifdom, © 
and his ability to difcern between truth and falfehood ; my lord ~ 
the king is as an angel of God; and difclaiming all pretenfions 
of his own merit fo much kindnefs I have received above ~ 
what I deferved, and what right have I to cry any more unto 
the king 2 Why fhould I trouble the king with my complaints, — 
who haye already been fo troublefome to him? Why fhould £ 
think any thing hard that is put upon me, who have hitherto 
been fo kindly treated? We were all as dead men before Gods 
yet he has not only {pared us, but taken us to fit at his table > 


what little reafon then have we to complain of any trouble we 
are in? and what good reafon to take all well that God doth? ~ — 
-_ 3+ David hereupon recals the fequeftration of Mephibofheth’s 
eftate ; being deceived in his grant, he revokes it, and con- — 


firms his former fettlement of it: J have faid, Thou and Ziba 


divide the land, ver. 29. i. e let it be as I firft ordered it, chap. 


ix. 10, the property fhall ftill be velted in thee, but Ziba fhall 
have the oceupancy ; he fhall till the land, paying thee a rent, 
Thus Mephibofheth is where he was; no harm is done; only. 


Ziba goes away unpunifhed, for his falfe and malicions infor- — 


He was never’ trimmed, ©. 
~ nor put on clean linen, but wholly negteéted. himfelf, as one, 
abandoned to grief for the king’s afflictien, and the kingdom’s /_ 
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mation againft his mafter; but David either feared him too ~~ 


much, or loved him too well, to do juftice upon him accord-.__ 
ing to that law, Deut. xviii. 18, 19. and he was now in the 


humour of forgiving, and refolved to make every body eafy. aN 


_ 4 Mephibofheth drowns all his cares about his eftate, in his. 

joy for the king’s return, ver. 30, he all; the 
prefence and favour of the king fhall be to me inftead of all, 
A good man can contentedly bear his own private lofles and 


Yea, let him take all ; the 


difappointments, while he fees Ifrael in peace 
of the Son of David exalted and eftablithed, 
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31 | And Barzillai the Gileadite came dow 
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take all, . 5 


Chap. XIX. atte ns 


from Rogelim, and went over Jordan with the 
King, to condu@ him over Jordan. . 32 Now 
Barzillai was a very aged man, even fourfcore 


_ years old, and he had provided the king of fu- 


tenance while he lay at Mahanaim: for he 
was a very greatman. 33 And the king faid 
unto Barzillai, Come thou over with me, and 
I will feed thee with me in Jerufalem. 34 And 
‘Barzillai faid unto the king, How long have I 
to live, that I fhould go up with the king unto 
Jerufalem? 35 Lam this day fourfcore years 
old: and can I difcern between good and evil? 
an thy fervant tafte what I eat or what I 
drink? can I hear any more the voice of fing- 
ing-men and finging-women? wherefore then 
fhould thy fervant be yet a burden unto my 
lord the king? 36 Thy fervant will go a little 
‘way over Jordan with the king: and why 
“thould the king recompenfe it me with fuch a 
reward? 37 Let thy feryant, I pray thee, turn 
back again, that I may die in mine own city, 
and be buried by the grave of my father, and 
of my mother: but behold thy fervant Chim- 
ham, let him go.over with my lord the king, 
and do to him what fhall feem good unto thee. 
» 38 And the king anfwered, Chimham fhall go 
ever with me, and I will do to him that which 


fhall feem good unto thee: and whatfoever — 


thou fhalt require of me, ¢baz will I do for thee. 
89 And all the people went over Jordan: and 
when the king was come over, the king kifled 
Barzillai, and bleffed him}; and he returned 
unto his own place. ee 


David had already graced the triumphs of his reftoration 
with the generous remiffion of the injuries that had been done 
him ; we have him here gracing them with the no lef gene- 
rous reward of the kindneffes that had been fhewn him, Bar- 
zillai, the Gileadite, who had a noble feat at Rogelim, not far 


from Mahanaim, was the man that of all the nobility and gen- 
try of that country had been moft kind to David in his diftrefs. ° 


If Abfalom had prevailed, it is likely he might have fuffered 
for it, but now he and his fhall be no lofers by it. 

Here is, 1. Barzillai’s great refpeé& to David, not only as a 
good man, but as his rightful fovereign. He provided him with 
Suftenance, for himfelf and his family, while he lay at Mahana- 
im, ver. 32. God had given him a large eftate, for he was a 
very great man ; and, it feems, he hada large heart to do good 
with it; and what elfe but that is a large eftate good for? To 
reduced greatnefs, generofity obligeth us, and to opprefled 

_ goodnefs, piety obligeth us, to be in a particular manner kind 
tothe utmoft of our power.  Barzillai, to thew that he was 


~ not weary of David, though he was fo great a charge to him, 


' attended him to Jordan, and went over with him, ver. ae, Yobt 
» fubjeéts learn hence, to render tribute to whom tribuie is due, 


and honour to whom honour, Rom. xiii. 7. g 

2. ‘Che kind invitation David gave him to court: ver. 33- 
Come thaw. over with me. He invited him, (i.) That he might 
have the pleafure of his company, and the benefit of his coun- 
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fel ;. for we may fuppofe he was very wife and good, as well as 


-very rich, elfé he had not been called here a very great man ; 


for it is what a man is, more than What he has, that {peaks 
him truly great. (2.) That"he might have an opportunity of 
returning his kindnefS: 7 qwi// feed thee with me; thou fhalt 
fare as fumptuoufly as I fare, and this at Jerufalem, . the royal 
and holy city. David did not take Barzillai’s kindnefs to him 
as a due-debt; he was none of thofe arbitrary princes, that 
think whatever their fubje&s haye is theirs when they pleafe, 
but accepted it, and rewarded it as-a favour. We muft always 
{tudy to be grateful to our friends, efpecially to thofe who have 
helped us in diftrefs. 

3. Barzillai’s reply to this invitation. Wherein, tft, He 
admires the king’s generofity in making him this offer, Jeffen- 
ing this ferviee, and magnifying the king’s return for it: Why 


Should the king recompenfe it with fuch a reward 2 ver. 36. Will 


the mafter thank that fervant who only doth what was his duty 


‘to do ? He thought he had done himfelf honour enough in do« 


ing the king any fervice. Thus, when the faints fhall be called 
to inherit the kingdom, in confideration of what they have done 


for Chrift in this world, they will be amazed at the difpropor< 


tion between the fervice and the recompenfe: MattK. xxv. 3% 
Lord, when faw we thee hungry, and fed thee! 

2dly, He declines accepting the invitation, begs his Maje- 
{ty’s pardon for refufing fo generous an offer. He fhould think 
himfelf very happy in being near the king ; but, (1.) He is 
old, and unfit to remove at all, efpecially to court old and un- 
fit for the bufinefs of the court. Why /bould I go up with the 
king to Ferufalem? I can do him no fervice there, either in 
council or camp, in the treafury or in the courts of jultice ; for 
how long have I to live? ver. 34. Shall I think of going into 
bufinefs, now I am going out of the world? Old and unfit for 
the diverfions of the court, which will be ill beftowed, and even 
thrown away upon one that: can relifh them {0 little, ver. a. 
As it was in Mofes’s time, fo it was in Barzillai’s 3 and it is not 
wore now, that if men be fo flrong that they come to fourfcore 
years, their flrength then is labour and Sorrow, Pfal. xc. 10. 
thefe were then, and are ftill, years of which men fay they have 
no pleafure in them, Eccl. xii. 1. Dainties are infipid when de- 
fire fails ; and fongs to the aged ear are little better than thofe 
fung to a heavy heart, very difagreeable: how fhould the 
chufe, when the daughters of mufic are brought low? Let chale 
that are old learn of this good old gentleman to be dead to the 
delights of fenfe; let grace fecond nature, and make a virtue 
of the neceflity. Nay, Barzillai, being old, thinks he fhall be 
a burden to the king, rather than any credit to him; and a good 
man would not go any where to be burdenfome; or, if he mutt 
be fo, will rather be fo to his own houfe than to another's. 
(2.) He is dying, and muft begin to think of his long. jour- 
ney, his removal out of the world for good and all, ver. CLF 
It is good for us all, but it efpecially becomes old people, to 
think and {peak much of dying. Talk of going to court! faith 
Barzillai; let me go home and die in my own city,’ the place 
of my father’s fepulchre ; Ict me die by the grave of my father, 
that my bones may, with a little ado, be carried to the place of 
their reft. The grave is ready for me; let me go and get 
ready for it, go and die in my neft. ats 

3dly, He defires the king to be kind to his fon Chimham: 
Let him go over «vith my lord the king, and have preferment at 
court : what favour is done to him, Barzillai will take as done 
to himfelf, - They that are eld muft not grudge young people 
thofe delights which they themfelves are paft the enjoyment of, 
nor oblige them to their retirements. Barzillai will go back 
himfelf, but he will not make Chimham go back with him. 
Though he could ill-be without him, yet, for his fatisfaction 
and improvement, he is willing to {pare him, 

3H 2 | 4thly, 


at 
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4thly, David's farewe. to Barzillai. -(1.) He fends him 


back into his country with a kifs and a blefling, ver. 39. figni- 


fying, that, in gratitude for his kindneffes, he would love him, 
and pray for him ; and with a promife, that whatever reque(t 
he fhould at any time make to him, he would be ready to ob- 
lige him: ver. 38. Whatfoever thou /balt think of, when thou 
comeft home, to aft of me, that will I do for thee. What a- 
ther excellency is there in power, but that it gives men a capa- 
city of doing the more good? (2.) He takes Chimham for- 


ward with him, and leaves it to Barzillai to. chufe him his pre-_ 


ferment: I will do to him what hall feem good unio thee,. ver. 
38. and, -it fhould feem, Barzillai, who ‘had experienced the 
innocency and fafety of retirement, begged a country-feat for 
him/near Jerufalem, but not in it; for, long after, we read of 
a place near Bethlehem, David’s city, which is called, The ha- 
litation of Chimbam 3 probably allotted him, not out of the 


crown-lands, or the forfeited eftates, ‘but David’s paternal e- 


{tate. 


40 Then the king went on to Gilgal, and 


Chimham went on with him: and all the peo- 
ple of Judah conducted the king, and alfo half 
‘the people of Ifrael. 41 And behold, all the 
men of Ifrael came to the king, and faid unto 
the king, Why have our brethren the men of 
Judah ftolen thee away, and have brought the 
king and his houfehold; and all David’s men 
with him over Jordan? 42 And all the men 
_ of Judah anfwered the men-of Ifrael, Becaufe 
the king is near of kin to us: wherefore then 


be ye angry for this matter? have we eaten at_ 
_ all of the king’s coff? or hath he given us any 


gift? 43 And the men of Ifrael anfwered the 
‘men of Judah, and faid, We have ten parts in 
the king, and we have alfo, more right in Da- 
“vid than ye: why then did ye defpife us, that 
our advice fhould not be firft had in bringing 
back our king? And the words of the men of 
‘Judah were fiercer than the words of the men 
of Ifrael. ORES $375 | 


~ David came over Jordan attended and affifted by the men 
of Judah; but by that time he was advanced as far as Gilgal, 


the firft ftage on this fide Jordan, half the people of Lfrael, i. e. 


‘of their elders and great men, were come to wait upon him, to 
ifs his hand, and congratulate his return; but found they came 
too late to the folemnity of his firft entrance. "This put them 
‘out of hwnour, and occafioned a quarrel between them and 
the men of Judah, which was a damp to the joy of the day, 
‘and the beginning of further mifchief. ; 

/ . Here is, r. The complaint which the men. of Iffael brought 


to the king againft the men of Judah, ver. 41. that they had 


performed the ceremony of bringing the king over Jordan, and 
not given them notice, that they might have come to join in it. 
This reflected upon them, as if they were not fo well affected to 
‘the king and his reftoration as the men of Judah’ were ; whereas 
the king himfelf knew’ they had {poke of it before the men of 
Judah thought of it, Per. Hh feemed ‘likewife as.if they 
‘yntended to monopolize the king’s favours when he was come 
back, and to. be looked*upon as his only friends. «See what 


_ mifchieficomes from pride and jealoufy. BS 
2. The excufe which the men of Judah made foy themfelves, 
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ver. 42, (1+) They plead relation to the king: He is near - 
of kin to us 3 and therefore, in a matter of mere ceremony, as 
this was, we may claim precedency. It was into our country. 


that he was to be brought, and therefore who fo fit as we to 
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bring him? (2.) They deny the infinuated charge of felf-feek- * 


ing in what they had done: Have qwe eaten at all of the king’s 
col? No; we have all borne our own charges. Hath he gi- 
ven us any gift? No; we have. no defign to ingrofs the ad- 
vantages of his return; you are come: time enough to fhare if 
them.’ Too many that attend) princes, 
they can get. a 

. The men of Ifrael’s vindication of their charge, ver. 43. 
They pleaded, We have ten’ parts in the king, (Judah having 
Simeon only, whofe lot lay within his, to join with him) ; and 
therefore it is a flight upon us, that our advice was not afked 
about bringing back the king See how uncertain the multi- 
tude is. ‘They were lately ftriving apainft the king, to drive 


him out; now they are ftriving about him, which fhall honour 


him moft. A good man and a good caufe will thus recoyer 
their credit and intereft, though for a time they may feem to 
have loft it. -See what is commonly the original of ftrife ; no- 
thing fo much as impatience of contempt, or the leaft feeming . 
flight. “The men of Judah had done better if they had’ taken 


their brethrens advice and affiftance; but fince’ they did not, 


why fhould the men of Ifrael take it fo heinoufly ? If a good. 
work be done, and well done, let not us be difpleafed, nor the 
work difparaged, though we had no hand init. © | 
Lofty, Vhe {cripture takes notice, by way of blame, which 
of the contending parties managed the caufe’with moft paffion: 
The words of the men of Judah were fiercer than thofe of the | 
men of I/rael. ‘Though we have right and reafon on our fide, 


if we fpeak it with fiercenefs, God takes notice of it, and is ~ 


hou 


much difpleafed with it. 
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do it only for what | 


How do the clouds return after the rain! No fooner is one ~ 


of David's troubles over, but. another arifes, as it were, 
out of the afbes of the former 3 wherein the threatening 1s 
fulfilled, that the fword foould never depart from bis houfe. 
I. Before he reaches Ferufalem, a new rebellion 1s raifed 
by Sheba, ver. 1, 2. 11. His fir? work, when he comes 
to Ferufalem, is to condemn his concubines to perpetual — 
imprifonment, ver. 3. IIL. Amafa, whom be intrufls to 
raife an army agatnft Sheba, ts too flow in his motions, 
which puts him into a-fright, ver. 4,—6. IV. One of 
his generals barbaroufly murders the other when they qwere 
' taking the field, ver. 7,—13. V. Sheba ts at length fhut 
up in the city of Abel, ver. 14, 15.3 but the citizens de 
fivered hum up to Foab, and fo bis rebellion was crushed, 


ver. 16,—21. The chapter concludes with a Joort account. 


of David’s great officers, ver. 23,—26.. 
ND there happened to be there a man of 


J-4 Belial, whofe name was Sheba, the fon of « 


: 


Bichri, a Benjamite, and he blew a trumpet, — 
and faid, We have no part in Dayid, neither, — 


have we mbheritance in the fon of Jefle: every. 
man to his tents, O. Ifrael. -2.So eyery man. 


ed Sheba the fon of Bichri :. but: the me ties 
Judah clave unto their king, from Jordan even 


to Jerufalem. 34 And D 
ifg@et Jerufalem, and: the 


oy eame to his — 
4 <ing took the ten. 
 WaIneT ‘bis concubines, whom he had k 
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| of Hfrael went up from after David, and follow- 
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keep the houfe, and put thém in ward, and fed 
them, but went not in unto them: fo they were 


fhut up unto the day of their death, living in ' 
X 


widowhood. 


David, in the mid: of his triumphs, hath here the afiliction 
to fee his kingdom difturbed, and his family ‘difgraced. 
1. His fubjects, revolting from him at the inftigation of a 


* man of Belial, whom they followed when they forfook ée man 


after God’s own heart. Obferve, (1.):That this happened 
immediately upon the crufhing of Abfalom’s rebellion. We 


muft not'think it ftrange, while we are here in this world, if 


the end of one trouble be the beginning of another.” Deep 
fometimes calls unto deep. (2.) That the people were now 
juft returning to their allegiance, when of a fudden they flew 
off from it. When a reconciliation is newly made,. it ought 
to be hand'ed with great tendernefs and caution, left the peace 
break again before it be fettled. A broken bone, when it is 
fet, muft have time to knit. (3.) That the ringleader of this 
rebellion was Sheba, a Benjamite by birth, ver. +. but had his 
habitation in mount Ephraim, ver. 21. Shimei and he were 
both of Saul’s tribe, and both retained the ancient grudge of 
that -houfe. Again{t the kingdom: of the Mefliah there is an 
hereditary enmity in the ferpent’s feed, and a fucceflion of at- 


" tempts to overthrow it, Pfal. ii. 1, 2.; but he-that fits in hea- 


ven laughs at themall. (4.).That the occafion of it was that 
foolifh quarrei which we read of in the clofe of the foregoing 
chapter, between the elders of Ifrael and the elders of Judah, 
about bringing the king back. It was a point of honour that 
was difputed between them, which had moft intereft in David. 
We are more numerous, fay the elders of Lfrael; we are nearer 


. akin to him, fay the elders of Judah. Now, one would think 


of Judah had put» upon them. 


David very fafe and happy, when his fubjeéts are {triving which 
fhall love him belt, and be molt forward to fhew him refpee ; 


yet even that f{trife proves the occafion of a rebellion. The. 


men_of Ifrael complained to David of the flight which the men 
[fhe had now countenanced 
their complaint, commended their zeal, and returned them 
‘thanks for it, he might have confirmed them in his intereft ; 


“but he feemed partial to his own tribe: Their words prevailed 


above the words of the men of Ifrael, as fome read the laft 
words of the foregoing chapter. David inclined to juttify them; 
which when the nien of Ifrael perceived, they flew off with in- 
-dignation. If the king will fuffer himfelf to be ingroffed by 
the men of Judah, let him and them make their beft of one a- 
nother, and we will fet up one for ourfelves. We thought we 
had had ten parts in David; but that will not be allowed us: 
the men of Judah tell us, in effeét, We have no part in him ; 
and therefore we will have none; nor will we attend him any 
further in his return:to Jerufalem, nor own him for our king. 
This Sheba proclaimed, ver. 1.; who probably was a man of 
mote, and had been active in Abfaloin’s rebellion: The dif 


guilted Ifraelites took the hint, and qwent up from after David,, 


to follow Sheba, ver. 2.3 i.e. the generality of them did fo, 
only the men of Judah ftuck to him. ; 
~ Learn hence, (1.) That it is impolitic for princes to be par: 


tial in their refpeéts. to their, fubjeéts, as it is for parents to be ~ 


fo to their children; both sould carry it with an even. hand. 
(2.) Thofe know, not what they. do that make light of the af- 


- fections of their inferiors,. or. that are wanting to countenance 
and accept of them. ‘Their hatred may be feared, whofe love 
‘¥s defpifed. (3.) The beginning of frrife is as the letting forth 


_ of water ; itis therefore wildom to leave it off before it be méd-. 


. dled with,. Prov. xvii. 141 How great a.matter doth a little 


a 


of this fire kindle! _(4.) The petyerting of words.is the fub-. 


‘ 
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thou here prefent. 
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verting of peace; ‘anda deal of mifchief is made by forcing in- 
vidious con{truétions upon what is faid-and written; and draws 
ing confequences that were never intended. “The men of Ju- 
dah faid, The king is near of kin tous ; by which, fay the men 
‘of Ifrael, you mean, we have no part in him ; whereas they 
meant no {ich thing. | (5.) People are very apt to run into ex- 
tremes: We have ten parts in David, fad they, and almoit in 
the next breath, ve save no part in himy To-day Hofannah, 
to-morrow Crucify. f 

2. His concubines fhut up, and imprifoned for life ; “arid he 
himfelf under a neceflity of doing it, becaufe they had been de- 
filed by Abfalom, ver. 3. David had multiplied wives con- 
traty to the law, and they proved a grief and fhame to him. 
Thofe whom he had finfully taken pleafure in, he was now, 
(1.) Obliged, in duty, to put away} they being rendered uns 
clean to him, by the vile uncleannefs his fon had ‘committed 
with them, They whom he had loved, muft now be Jothed. 
(2.) Obliged, in prudence, to fhut up, in privacy, not to be feen 
abroad for fhame, left the fight of them fhould give. o¢cafion to 
people to fpeak of what Abfalom had done to them,. which 


' ought net to be fo much as named, 1 Cor.v. 1. That that vil- 


Tany might be buried in oblivion, they muft be buried in obfeu- 
rity.  ( 3.) Obliged, in juftice, to fhut up in prifon, to punifh: 
them for their eafy fubmiflion to Abfalom’'s luit, defpairing, per- 
haps, of David’s return, and giving him up for gone. Let none 
expéct to do ill, and fare well. 


4 4 Then faid the king to Amafa, Affemble: 
me the men of Judah within three days, and be 
5.90 Amafa went to,aflem- 
ble the men of Judah; but he tarried longer ' 
than the fet time which he had appointed-him:. 
6 And David {aid ‘to Abilhai, Now fhall She- 
ba the fon of Bichri do us more harm.-than did | 
Abfalom: take thou thy lord’s fervants, and . 
purfue after him, left he get him fenced cities, 
and efcape us. 7 And there went out after him. 
Joab’s men, and the Cherethites, and the, Pele- 
thites, and all the mighty men : and they went . 
out of Jerufalem, to purfue after Sheba the fon 
of Bichri, 8: When they were atthe great ftone - 
which zs in Gibeon, Amafa went before them: 
and Joab’s garment’ that he had put. on;* was . 
girded unto him, and upon it a girdle with a- 
{word faftened upon his loins in. the fheath . 
thereof, and as.he went forth. it fell out. 9 And_ 


Joab faid to. Amafa, Art thou. in health, WY. «> 


brother’. And Joab.took Amafa by the beard. 
withthe right hand.to kifs him: 10 But ‘A__ 


_mafa took.no. heed to the fword that Was In» 


Joab’s hand : fo he {mote him therewith in the -, ( 


fifth rib, and fhed out his bowels to the ground,» 

and ftruck: him not-again, and he died. So. - 
Joab and Abifhai his brother purfued after She... 
_ba the fon of Bichri. 


- 21: And. one of. Joab’s 
men ftood by.him, and faid, He that favoureth 
Joab, and he-that zs for David Jet bim (go after 
Joab. 12 And Amafa-wallowed.in blood in the 


midft of the highway: and when the man faw 


’ that 
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_ dangerous confequence than to give him time. 
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that all the people ftood fill, he remoyed Ama- 
fa out of the highway into the field, and caft a 
cloth: upon him, when he faw that every one 
that came by him, ftood” fill. 13 When he 
was removed out of the highway, all the people 
went.on after Joab, to purfue after Sheba the 
fon of Bichri. 

We have here Amafa’s fall juft as be began to rife. He 


was nephew to David, chap. XV. 25.3 had been Abfalom’s 
general, and commander in chief of his rebellious army: but 


that being routed, he came over unto David’s intereft, upon a 
g 


promife that he fhould be general of his forces inftead of Joab. 
Sheba’s rebellion gives David an occafion to make good that 
promife fooner than he could with; but Joab’s envy and emu- 
lation made it of ill confequence, both to him and David. 

1. Amafa has a commiflion to raife forces for the fuppreffing 
of Sheba’s rebellion, and is ordered to do it with all poffible 
expedition, ver. 4. It feems the men of Judah, though for- 
ward to attend the king’s triumphs, were backward enough to 
fight his battles; elfe, when they were all in a body waiting 
upon him to Jerufalem, they might immediately have purfued 


Sheba, and have crufhed that cockatrice in the egg; but moft — 


love a loyalty, as well as a religion, that is cheap and eafy. 
Many boaft of their being akin to Chrift, that yet are very 
Joth to venture for him. 
Fudah within three days; but he finds them fo backward and 
unready, that he cannot do it within the time appointed, ver. 
§.; though the preferring Amafa, who had been their general 
under Abfalom, was very obliging, and a proof of the clemen- 
cy of David’s government. 


2. Upon Amafa’s delay, Abifhai, the brother of Joab, is - 


ordered to take the guards, and ftanding forces, and with 
them to purfue Sheba, ver. 6, 7.; for nothing could be of more 
David gives 
thefe orders to Abifhai, becaufe he refolves to mortify Joab, 
and degrade him; not fo much, I doubt, for the blood of Ab- 
ner, which he had fhed bafely, as for the blood of Abfalom, 
which he had fhed juftly and honourably. ‘ Now, (faith 
“ Bifthop Hall), Joab fmarteth for a loyal difobedience. How 
“ flippery are the ftations of earthly honours, and fubjecét to 
*¢ continual mutability! Happy are they who are in. favour 
« with him in whom there 1s no fhadow of change.” Joab, 
without orders, though in difgrace, goes along with his brother, 
knowing he might be ferviceable to the public, or, perhaps, 
now meditating the removal of his rival.’ ; 
. 3. Joab, near Gibeon, meets with Amafa, and barbaroufly 
murders him, ver. 8,10. It fhould feem the great ftone in 
Gibeon was the place appointed for the general rendezvous : 


-there the rivals*met; and Amafa, relying upon his commiffion, 


went before as general both of the new raifed forces which he 
had got together, and of the veteran troops which Abithai had 


brought in; but Joab there took an opportunity to kill him . 


with his own hand. . And, (1.) He did it fubtilly, and with 
contrivance, and not upon a fudden provocation. He girts his 
coat about him, that that might not hang im his way, and girt his 


belt upon his coat, that his {word might be the readier to him; 


he put his fword in a fheath too big for it, that whenever he 


pleafed, it. might, upon.a little fhake, fall) out, as if it fell :by 


accident, and fo he might take it into his hand unfufpected, as 
if he were going to return it into the fcabbard, when he defign- 
ed to fheath it in the bowels of Amafa. The more there is of 


plot in a fin, the worfe itis. -(2.) He did it treacheroufly, | 


and under pretence of friendfhip, that Amafa might not be up- 


-on his guard. He called hiny brother, for they were own 


tes SR MO 


coufins ; inquired of his welfare, Art thou in health ? tok Ain. 


’ do the like again. : ; 
+ ner, but at the head of his troops, and in their fight, as one 


Amafa is fent to affemble the men of — 


. on 
4 


by the beard, as one he was free with, to hi/s him, while, with 
tie drawn {word in his other hand, he was aiming at his heart. 
Was this done like a gentleman, like a foldier, like a general ? 
No; but like a villain, like a bafe coward.  Juft thus he flew 
Abner, and went unpunifhed for it, which encouraged him to 
(3.) He did it impudently, not in a cor- 


that was neither afhamed nor afraid to do it; that was fo har- 
dened in blood and murders, that he could neither blufh, ‘nor 


tremble. (4.) He did it at one blow, gave the fatal pufh with - 
a good will, as we fay, fo that he needed not frike him again; 


with fuch a ftrong and fteady hand he gave this one ftroke, that 
it did his bufinefs. (5.) He did it in contempt and defiance 
of David, and the commiffion he had given to Amafa; for 


that commiffion was the only ground of his quarrel with him, — 


fo that David was ftruck at through the fide of Amafa; and 
was, in effect, told to his face, that Joab would be general in 
fpite of him. (6.) He did it very unfeafonably, when they 


were going again{t a common enemy, and were concerned to 


be unanimous. This ill-timed quarrel might have fcattered 
their forces, or engaged them one againit another, and fo have 


made them all an eafy prey to Sheba. So contentedly could 


Joab facrifice the intereft both of king and kingdom.to his per- 
fonal revenges. ae BS 

4. Joab immediately refumes his general’s place, and takes 
care to lead the army on in purfuit of Sheba, that, if poflible, 
he might prevent any prejudice to the common caufe, by what 
he had done. 


ftill engaged in David’s caufe, but under Joab’s command, ver. 
11.. He knew what an intereft he had in the foldiery, and 
how many favoured him, rather than Amafa that had been a 


traitor, was now a turn-coat, and had never been fuccefsful ; _ 
on this he boldly relied, and called. them all to follow him. — 
What man of Judah would not be for his old king, and his 


old general? But one would wonder with what face a’ murder- 
er could purfue a traitor; and how, under fuch a heavy load of 


guilt he had courage to enter upon danger; his con/cience fare 
was feared with a hot iron. (2.) Care is taken to remove the — 


dead- body out of the way; becaufe’at that they made a ftand, 
(as chap. ti. 23.) and to cover it with a cloth, ver. 12, 13. 
Wicked men think themfelyes fafe in their wickednedfs, if they 
can but conceal it from the eye of the world; if it be hid, it 
is with them as if it were never done. But the covermg of 


blood with a cloth cannot {top its cry in God’s ear for ven- 
However, fince this was no 


geance, or make it the lefs loud. 
time to arraign Joab for what he had done; and the common 
fafety called for expedition, it was prudently done to remove 
that which retarded the march of the army ; and then they all 
awent on after Foab; while David, who, no doubt, had notice 
foon brought him of this tragedy, could not but refle&t upon it 


with regret, that he had not formerly done juftice on Joab for 


the death of Abner, and that he had now expofed Amafa, by 


preferring him :_and, perhaps, his confcience minded him of 
his employing Joab in the murder of Uriah, which had helped 
to harden him in cruelty. — cio eee ca 
14 § And he went through all the tribes. of 
Ifrael unto Abel, and to Beth-maachah, and all ee 
the Berites, and they were gathered together, © 


and went alfo after him. 15 And they came 


and befieged him in Abelof Beth-maachah, and 
| flood in ‘the ‘trench $ and all ‘the ‘people at: 


7 


Chap) KX. 7 


(1.) He leaves one of his men to make pro- . 
clamation to the forces that were coming up, that they were - 


Ve oe 
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, 


Chap. XX. 


that fided with him 


were with Joab, battered the wall, to throw it 
down. 16 Then cried a wile woman out of 
the city, Hear, hear; fay, I pray you, unto- Jo- 
ab, Come near hither, that I may fpeak with 
thee. 17 And when he was come near unto 
her, the woman faid, 4rt thou Joab? And he 
anfwered, 1 am be. Then fhe faid unto him, 
Hear the words of thine handmaid. And he 
anfwered, I do hear. 18 Then the fpake, fay- 
ing, They were wont to {peak in old time, fay- 
ing, They fhall furely afk counfel at Abel: and 
fo they ended the matter. 19 L am one of them 


_ that are peaceable and faithful in Ifrael: thou 


feekeft to deftroy a city, and a mother in Ifrael: 
why wilt thou {wallow up the inheritance of 
the Lorp?: 20 And Joab anfwered and faid, 
Far be it, far be it from me, that I fhould fwal- 
low up or deftroy. 21 'The matter js not fo: 
buta man of mount Ephraim (Sheba the fon 
of Bichri by name) hath lift up his hand againtt 


the king, even againft David: deliver him on- 


ly, and I will depart frorm the city. And the 
woman faid unto Joab, Behold, his head thall 
be thrown to thee over the wall. 22 Then the 
woman went-unto all the people in her wifdom, 
‘and they cut off the head of Sheba the fon of 
Bichri, and caft it out to Joab: and he blew a 
trumpet,-and they retired from the city, every 
man to his tent: and Joab returned to Jerufa- 


lem unto the king. 


We have here the conchafion of Sheba’s attempt. 
t. The rebel when he had rambled over all the tribes of- 
Hrael, and found them not fo willing, upon fecond thoughts, to 


follow him, as they had been upon a fudden provocation to de-” 


fert David; but had only picked up fome few, like himfelf, 
in, neftled at length in Abel Beth-maachah, 
a {trong city in the north, in the lot of Naphthali, where we 
‘ind it placed, 2 Kings xv. 29. 
whether by force or with confent, doth not appear; but his ad- 
herents- were moftly Berites, of Beeroth in Benjamin,*ver. 1 fa 
Oné ill man will fiad or make more. . 

2. Joab drew up all his force againft the city, befieged it, 
battered the wall, and made it almo(t ready for a general {torm, 
ver. 15. Jultly is that place attacked with all this fury. which 
dares harbour a traitor ; nor will that heart fare better which 
indulgeth thofe rebellious lufts, that will not have Chrift to 
reign over them. © at) coieseae isd ty 

3- A difcreet good woman of the city of Abel brings this 


Matter, by her prudent‘management, to a good jflue, fo as to 


fatisfy Joab, and yet fave the city. Here is, 3 
i, Her treaty. with Joab, and her ‘capitulation with him, 

by which he is engaged to raife the fiege, upon condition that. 

Sheba be delivered up. Itfeems none of all the men of Abel, 


none of the elders or magiftrates, offered to treatwith Joab; _ 


10, not when they were reduced to the latt extremity; either - 


they were {tupid,: and unconcerned for the. public. fafety, or | 


they {tood in awe of Sheba, or they defpaired of gaining any 
good terms with Joab, or they had. not wit enough to manage 
che treaty : . But this one woman, with her wifdom, faved ii2 


~ 
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' 
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Here he took fhelter, . 
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city, _ Souls know no differences of fexes : though the man be 


the head, it doth not therefore follow, that he-has the monoz 
q . . . 
poly of the brains, and therefore ought not, by any Salic lay, 


' to have- the mopopo'y of the crown; many a mafculine heart, 


and more than mafculine, has been found in-a female breatt 
nor is-the treafure of wifdom the Ie& valuable for being lodged 
in the weaker veflel= . : 
In this treaty between this namelefs heroine and Joab, 
(1.) She gains his audience and attention, ver..16, 1%: 


and we may fuppofe it was the. firft time he had ever treated 


with a woman in martial affairs. 

(2.) She reafons with him on behalf of her city, and very 
ingenioufly. [1.] ‘Phat it “was a city famous for wifdom, ver, 
18. as we tranflate it; fhe pleads, that this city had been lang 
in fuch reputation for prudent knowing men, that it was the 
common referee of the country, and all agreed to abidé by the 
award of its elders. Their fentence was an oracle, Jet them 
be confulted, and the matter is ended, all fides will acquiefce, 
Now, fhall fuch a city-as this be laid in athes, and never trea-, 
ted with? [2.] That the inhabitants were generally peaceable 
and faithful in I/rael, ver. 19. - She could {peak not for her- 
felf only, but for all thofe whofe caufe the pleaded, that they 
were not of turbulent and feditious fpirits, but of known fide. 
lity to their prince, and peaceablenefs with their fellow-fubjects; 
neither feditions, nor litigious. [3.] ‘That it was @ mother in 
Lrael, a guide.and nurfé to the towns and country about; and 
that it was a. part of the inheritance of the Lord, a city-of Ura- 
elites, not of Heathen; and the dettrugtion of it’ would leffen 
and weaken that nation which God had chofen for his heri.- 
tage. [4.] That they expedted him to offer them peace;. be- 
fore he made an attack upon them, according to that known 
law of war : Deut: xx. 10.. So the margin reads, ver. 18 ; 
they plainly fpeak in the beginning, (viz. of the fiege) faying, 


Surely they will afk of Abel; i.e. the befiegers will demand » 


the traitor, and will afk to furrendes him; and if they do, we 


will foon come to an agreement, and { end the matter. Thus _ 


fhe tacitly upbraids Joab for not offering them peace; but hopes 
it is not-too late to. beg it. 


(3:) Joab and Abel’s advocate foon agree the matter, that ‘ 


Sheba’s head fhall be the ranfom of the city. Joab, though in 


@ perfonal quarrel he had lately fwallowed up and deftroyed ... 


Armafa, yet when he aéts as a general, ‘will by no means bear 


the imputation: Far be it from me that I frould delight to» 


frallow up or deflroy, or defign it, but when it is neceflary 


for the public fafety, vers 20. The matter is not Jo-our quarrel ~ 


is not with your city, we would hazard our. lives for its pro- 
tection ; our quarrel is only with the traitor that is harboured 
among you; deliver him up, and we have done. 


- 


but underftand one another, 


lieving the citizens all confederates with Sheba ; whereas itis 
neither fo nor fo; let both fides be undeceived, and the matter 
is foon accommodated. The fingle condition of peace, is the 
furrender of the traitor. 


the traitor ; the beloved luft is the rebel :. part, with that, cafk 


_ away the tranfgreflions, and all hall be well. _ No.peace. on 
| any other terms. ~ 
| the propofal: Behold, bis head foal be thrown to thee prefently. 


Our wife. woman immediately agrees to. 
~2dly, Her treaty with the citizens: She went to them in her. 


with them, asin dealing with Joab), and perfuaded them to 


cut-off Sheba’s head, probably by fome public order of theirs. - 


government; and it was thrown over the wall to Joab. “He. 
knew the traitor’s face, and therefore looked no further, in- 
. tending 


A great deal . 
of mifchief would be prevented, if contending parties would. 


Tt is fo.in God’s dealing with the ” 
foul, when. it is befieged by conviétians and diftreffes,: fin is - 


The city obftinately holds out, 
believing Joab aims at its ruin; -Joab furioufly attacks- it, be~ . 


-‘wifdlom, (and, pethaps, the had as much need of it in dealing, 
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tending not that any of his adherents fhould fuffer. The pu- 
blic fafety was fecured, and then no matter for gratifying the 
public revenge. . Joab hereupon ratfed the fiege, and marched 


back to Jerufalem, with the trophies, rather of peace than vic- 


tary. 


23 YF Now Joab was over all the hoft of If 
‘yael: and Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada was o- 
-ver the Cherethites, and over the Pelethites : 
24 And Adoram was over the tribute : and Je- 
-hofhaphat the fon of Ahilud was recorder : 25 
And Sheva was {eribe: aitd- Zadok and Abia. 
thar were the priefts: 26 And Ira allo the jai- 
rite, was a chief ruler about David. 

_ Bere is an account of the ftate of David’s court after his 
reftoration. Joab was continued general, being too big to be 
difplaced. Benaiah, as before, captain of the guards. Here 

ds one new office erected, which we had not, chap. vill. 16.5 
that of treafurer, or one over the tribute ; for it was not till to- 
wards the latter end of his time, that he began to raife taxes. 


_Adoram was long in this office; but it coft him his life at laft, : 


ox. Kings xii. 18. 


: Cs A Pe XXI. 
“The date of the events of this chapter ts uncertain. I incline 
to think that they happened as they are here placed, after 
_ Abfalom’s and Sheba’s rebellion, and towards the fatter 
_.end of David’s reign. That the battles with the Phihflines 
‘mentioned bere were long afier the Philifiines were [ub- 
dued, appears by comparing 1 Chron. xvili. I. with chap. 
xx. 4. The numbering of the people was jufl before the 
fixing of the place of she temple, as appears 1 Chron. xxii. 
1.5 and that was towotds the clofe of David's life ; aad 
it fhould feem the pecple were numbered juft after the three 
years famine for the Gibeonites ; for that which is threa- 
tened as three years famine, 1 Chron. xxi. 12. is called 
- feven years, 2 Sam. XXiv. 13, Vel. 12. Three more, 
with the year. current, added to thofe three. — We have 
here, 1. The Gibeonites revenged, (1.) By a famine in the 
land, ver. 1. (2.) By. the puiting of feven of Saul’s po 
flerity to 
of their dead bodies, and of the bones of Saul, ver. 10,— 
~ 14. lI, The giants of the Phihjftines flain in feveral bat- 
tles, Ver. 15,-—22- 


PF" HEN there was a famine in the days of 
eh David, three years, year after year; and 
~@ David inquired of the Lorp.. And the Lorp 
anfwered, it is for Saul, and for bis bloody 
houfe, becaufe he flew the Gibeonites. 2 And 

_ the king called the Gibeonites, and faid unto 
‘ them, (now the Gibeonites were not of the 
‘children of Ifrael, but of the remnant of the 
Amorites, and the children of Ifrael,had fworn 

» «nto them: and Saul fought to’ flay. them, in 
‘his deal to the’ children of Ifrael and Judah.) 
3 Wherefore David faid unto the Gibeonites, 
What {hall I do for you? and wherewith fhall 


. [make the atonement, that ye may blefs the’ | 


| inheritance of the Lorp?. 4 And the ‘Gibeon- 
' Stes faid unto him, .We’ will have no filver nor 
“fa 1 


’ 


It: S.A NE ae oes 


‘ the Meholathite. 


death; ver. 2,—9. and the care that was taken *} 


= - 
« 


gold of Saul, nor of ‘his houfe, neither for us — 


(halt thou kill any’man.in Ifrael. And he-faid, 
What you fhall fay, zbat will I do for you. 9.5 
And they anfwered the king, The man that 
confumed us, and that devifed againft us, that 
we fhould be deftroyed from remaining. in any 
of the coats of Ifrael.. 6 Let feven men of his 
fons be delivered unto us, and we will hang 
them up unto the Lorp in Gibeah of Saul, whowe 
the Lorn did chufe. 
give them. 7 But the king {pared Mephibo- 
fheth the fon of Jonathan: the don of Saul, be- 


| caufe of the Lorp’s oath that was between 


them, between David and Jonathan the fon of: 
Saul. § But the king took the two fons of 
Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom fhe ‘bare. 
unto Saul, Armoni and Mephibofheth, and the 


fhe brought up for 


into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they 


hanged them in the hill before the Lorp: and 


they fell al/feven together, and were put to 
death in the days of harvest, in the firft days, 
in the beginning of barley-harvelt. A ae 
Here, 1. We are told of the injury which Saul had, long. 


it came now to be reckoned for. The Gibeonites were of the 
remnant of the Amorites, ver. 2. who, by a wile, had’ made 
peace with Ifrael, and had the public faith pawned to them by. 
Jothua for their fafety.. We had the ftory Jofh. ix. where it 


but deprived of their lands and liberties, that they and theirs 
fhould be tenants in villenage to Ifrael. It doth not appear 
that they had broke their part of the covenant, either by de- 
nying their fervicey or attempting to recover their lands or li- 
berties ; nor was it pretended: but Saul, under colour of zeal 
for the honour of Hrael, that it might not be faid. they had 


for the public interelt; and, perhaps, defigned it for an inftancé 
of his royal prerogative, and the power which, as king, he af-. 
nul the moft folemn leagues. It may be he defigned by this fe- 
wards the Amalekites. Some conjecture that he fought to cut 
of the Gibeonites at the fame time when-he put away the wit- 
ches, 1 Sam. xxvilf. 3. or, perhaps, many of them w 7 


} maikably pious, and he fought to deftroy them when he | 


glorious reign, there was a famine ; not extreme, 
“a: . OY are Y SPEGASS Soke 


And the king faid, i will : 


five fons of Michal the daughter of Saul, whom _ 
Adriel the fon of Barzillat 
g And he delivered them ~ 


fumed to refcind the former aéts of government, and to difan-— 


verity towards the Gibeonites, to atone for his clemency to- 


before this, done to the Gibeonites,, which we had no account _ 
of in the hiftory of his reign, nor had heard of here, but that | 


was agreed, ver. 23. that they, fhould be fecured of their Jives, 


any of the natives among them, aimed to root them Out, 
and, in order to that, flew many of them. Thus he would’ 
feem wifer than bis predeceffors the judges, and more zealous — 
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‘ 
would fooner have been taken notice of, and inquiry made in- 


o 
| 


to the caufe of it; but great drought, and fearcity of provifions, 
the confequence of it, for three years together. If corn mifs 
‘one year, commonly the next makes up the deficiency ; but if 


it mifs three years fucceflively, it will be a fore judgment, and 
_the man of wifdom, will, by it, hear God’s voice crying to the 


~ country, to repent of the abufe of plenty. (2.) David in- 


guired of God concerning it. Though he was himfelf a pro- 
phet, he muft confult the oracle, and know God’s mind in his 
wn appointed way. Note, When we are under God’s judg- 


~ ments, we ought to inquire into, the grounds of the controverfy: 


Lord, foew me wherefore thou contendeft with me. It is {trange 
David did not fooner confult the oracle, not till the third year; 
but, perhaps, till then he apprehended it not to be an extraor- 
dinary judgment for fome particular fin. And even good men 
are oft flack and remifs in doing their duty. We continue in 
ignorance, and under miftake, “becaufe we delay to inquire. 
(3.) God was ready in his anfwer, though David was flow in 
his inquiries. Jt is for Saul. Note, God’s ‘judgments oft 
Jook a great way back ; which obligeth us to do fo when we 
are under his rebnkes. , It is not for us to object againtt. the 


people’s farting for the fin of their king ; perhaps they were. 


aiding and abetting ; nor again{t this generation’s faffering for 
the fin of the laft. God oft wifiteth the Sins of the fathers upon 
the children, and bis judgments are a great deep. He giveth 
not account of any of his matters. ‘Time doth not wear out 
the guilt of fia $ nor can we build hopes of impunity upon the 
delay of judgments. There is no ftatute of limitation to be 
pleaded againft God’s demands. Nullum tempus occurrit Deo. 
3. We have vengeance taken upon the honfe of Saul, for the 
turning away of God’s wrath from the land, which at prefent 
farted for his fin. . ; 
1/t, David, it is probable, by divine dire@ion,: referred it to 
~ the Gibeonites themfelves to preferibe what fatisfaétion fhould 
be given them for the wrong that had been done them, ver. 
3. They had many years remained filent, had not appealed 


to David, nor given the kingdom any difturbance with their 


complaints or demands, and now at length God fpeaks for 
-them: J heard not, for thou wilt hear, Pal. xxxviii. Tag h 5s 
- and they are recompenfed for their patience with this honour, 


“. that they are made judges in their own caufe, and have a blank 
_ given them to write their demands on: What. you fall fay, 


_ that will I-do, ver. 4. that atonement may be made, and_ that 


-¥@ may blefs the inheritance of the Lord, ver. 3. It is fad for 
any family or nation to have the prayers of oppreffed innocen- 


cy againft them ; and therefore the expence of a jaft reftitu- 


»- tion is well beftowed for the retrieving of the blefing of thofe 
that were ready to perifh: Job xxix. 13; 


My fervant Jab, 
‘whom you have wronged, fhall pray for you, (faith God), and 


_ then I will be reconciled to you, and not till then. _ Thofe 


underftand not themfelves that value not the prayers of the poor 
and defpifed. ; 4 
2dly, They defired that feven of Saul’s pofterity, might be 
put to death; and David granted them their demand. 
(1.) They required no flver nor gold, ver. 4. Note, Mo- 
ney is no fatisfaétion for blood. See Numb. xxxv, $ hon 325 
33- It is the ancient law, Blood calls for blood, Gen. ix. 6. 
and thofe overvalue money, and undervalue life, that fell the 
blood of their relations for corruptible things, fuch as filver and 
gold. The Gibeonites had now a fair Opportunity to get a 
difcharge from their fervitude, in compenfation for the wrong 


~ done them, according to the equity of that law, Exod. xxi. 
26: Ifa man frrike out his fervant’s eye, he Seall let him go free 
_, for his eye’s fake. But they did not infit on. this neither. 
Though the covenant was broke on the other fide, it fhould -. 


< 


Bot be broke on theirs: they were Nethinim given to God, 
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and his people Iftael, and they would not feem weary of the 


fervice. 


(2.) They required no-lives, but of Saul’s family. He had - 


done them the wrong, and therefore his ¢hildren mutt pay for 
it, We fue the heirs for the parents debts. Men may not 
extend that fo far as life, Deut. xxiv. 16. The children, in an 
ordinary courfe of law, /hail never be put to death Sor the par- 
ents ; but this cafe of the Gibeonites was altogether. extraor- 
dinary.” God had made himflf an immediate party to the 
caufe, and no doubt put it into: the heart of the Gibeonites” to 
make this demand; for he owned what was done, ver. 14. 
and his judgments are not fubje@ to the rules which mens 
judgments mutt be fubje@ to. “Let parents take heed of fin, 
efpecially the fin of cruelty and oppreflion, for their poor chil- 
drens fake, who may be {marting for it by the juft hand of 
God, when they are in their graves. Guilt anda curfe are a 


; basl entail upon a family. It fhould feem Saul’s pofterity trode 


in his fteps, for it is called a bloody houfe: it was the {pirit of 
the family ; and therefore they are juftly reckoned with for his 
fin, as well as for their own. - 

(3.) They would not impofe it upon David to do this exe- 


cution: Thou /halt not for us kill any man, ver. 4. But we 


will do it ourfelves: We will hang them up unto the Lord, ver. 
5. that if there were any hardfhip in it, they ‘might ~bear the 
blame, and not David or his houfe. By our old law, if a mur- 
derer had judgment given againft him upon an appeal, the re- 
lations that appealed had the executing of him. 

(4-)'They did not require this from any ill principle of 
malice againft Saul or his, family ; had they been revengeful, 


they would have moved it themfelves long before ; but from a 


principle of love to the people of Ifrael, whom they faw plagued’ 
for the injury done to them. We will hang them up urito the 
Lord, ver. 6. to fatisfy his juftice, not to gratify any reyenge 
of our own; for the good of the public, not for our own repu- 
tation. ; : 


- (5.) The nomination of the perfons they left to David; 


who took care to fecure Mephibofheth for Jonathan’s fake, that 


while he was avenging the breach of one oath, he might not, — 


himfelf break another, yer. 7. but he delivered up two of Saul’s 
fons which he had by a concubine of his, and five of his grand 
fons, whom his daughter Merab bore to Adriel, 1 Sam. xviii. 
19.'but his daughter Michal brought up, ver. 8. Now Saul’s 
treachery was punifhed in giving Merab to Adriel, when he 


had promifed her to David, with a defign to provoke-him. - 
| © Tt is a dangerous matter,” faith Bifhop Hall upon this, “ to 
“ offer injury to any of God’s faithful ones. _If their. meek- 


* nefs have eafily remitted it, their God will not pafs it over 
“¢ without a fevere retribution, though it may be long paft.” 
(5,) The place, time, and manner of their execution, all 
added to the folenmity of their being facrificed to divine juf- 
tice. [1.] They were hanged up as anathema’s, under a pe- 
culiar mark of God’s difpleafure ; for the law had faid, He 
that is hanged, is accurfed of God, Deut. xxi. 23. Gal. iii. 13. 
Chrift being made a curfe for us, and dying to fatisfy for our 
fins, and ‘to turn away the wrath of God, became obedient to 
this ignominious death. [2.] They were hanged up in Gibeah 


of Saul, ver. 6. to thew that it was for-his fin that they died. . 


They were hanged, as it were, before their own door, to ex- 


_ piate the guilt of the houfe of Saul; and. thus God accomplifh-. 
-ed the ruin of that family, for the blood of the priefts, and. 


their families, which, doubtlefs, now came in remembrance:be- 


fore God, and inquifition was made for it, Pfal. ix. 12. Yet. 
the blood of the Gibeonites is only mentioned, becaufe that — 
was fhed in violation of a facred oath ; which, though fworn 
long before, though obtained by a wile, and the promife made — 


31 Sing 


to Canaanites, yet is thus feverely reckoned for. The defpi- 
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ing of the cath, and breakiug the covenant, will be recompenfed 
on the bead of thofe who thus profane God’s facred name, 
Ezek. xvii18, 19. And thus God would fhew, that with 
him rich and poor met together. Ewen royal blood muft gé to 
atone for the blood of Gibeonites, who were but the vaflals 
of the congregation. [3.] [hey were put to death in the days 
of harveft, ver. g. at the beginning of harvef?, ver. 10. to fhew 
that they were thus facrificed for the turning away of that wrath 
of God which had withheld from them their harveft-mercies 
for fome,years paft, and to obtain his favour in the -prefent 
harveft. ‘Thus there is no way of appeafing God’s anger, but 
by mortifying and crucifying our lu(ts and corruptions. In 
vain do we expect mercy from God, unlefs we do juftice upon 
our fins. ‘Vhofe executions ‘muft not be complained of as 
cruel which are become neceflary to the public welfare. Bet- 
ter that feven of Saul’s bloody houfe be hanged, than that all 
Ifrael be famifhed. 


10 F And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took 
fackcloth, and {pread it for her upon the rock, 


ts from the beginning of harveft, until water drop- > 


ped upon them out of heaven, and fuffered nei- 


ther the birds of the air to reft on them by day, 
11 And — 


nor the beafts of the field \by night! 
It was told David what Rizpah, the daughter 


of Aiah the concubine of Saul had done. 


12 4 And David went and took the bones of 
Saul, and the bones of Jonathan his fon, from 
the men of Jabefh-gilead, which had ftolen 
_ them from the ftreet of Beth-fhan, where the 
Philiftines had hanged them, when the Phili- 
ftines had -flain Saul in Gilboa. 13 And he 
brought up from thence the bones of Saul, and 
the bones of Jonathan his fon; and they ga- 
thered the bones of them that were hanged. 
14 And the bones of Saul and Jonathan his 
fon, buried they in the country of Benjamin in 


Zelah, inthe fepulchre of ‘K/h his father ; and © 


they performed all that thé king commanded : 
’-and after that, God was intreated for the land. 


‘Here is, 1. Saul’s fons not only hanged, but hanged in chains ; 
their dead bodies left hanging, and expofed till the judgment 
_ceafed, which their death was to turn away, by the fending 
ef rain upon the land. 


~ but gradually-by the air. ‘hey died as anathema’s ; and by 
this ignominious ufage they were reprefented as execrable, be- 
- caufe iniquity was laid upon them. When our bleffed Saviour 
was made fin for us, he was made a curfe for us. But how 
fhall we reconcile this with the law, which exprefsly obliged 
to bury thofe that were hanged the fame day? Deut. xxi. 23. 
, One of the Jewith Rabbins wifheth this paflage of ftory were 
-, expunged, that the name of God might be fandified, which, he 
thinks is difhonoured by his acceptance of that which was a 
violation of his law. But this was an extraordinary cafe, and 
did not fall within that laws nay, the very reafon for that law 
is a reafon for this exception. ite that is thus left hanged is 
— accurfed ; therefore ordinary malcfactors muft not be fo abufed, 
but therefore thefe mult; becaufe they were facrificed, not to 


. the juitice of the nation, but for the crime of the nation, no | 
_ lefs. a crime than the violating of the public faith, and for the | 
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( | fideration both of what they have been, and what they are to: 3 
They died as facrifices; and thus they | * 
were in a manner offered\up ; not confumed all at once by fire, 


| fent rain to water the earth, (which, perhaps, was not many 
| days after they were hung up), then they were taken down; 


| Through Chrift, who was hanged on a tree, and fo made a 
| curfe for us, to expiate our guilt, though he was himfelf guilt- < 

lefs, God is pacified, and is intreated for us: and it is faid, ~ 
Aas xiii: 29. that when they had fulfilled all that was written 
| of him, in token of that, and of God’s acceptance of it, they. 


his fervants with him, and fought agaiuft 


3 a 
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- deliverance of the-nation from no-lefs a‘ judgment than a ge- 
_neral famine. Being thus made as the officouring of all things, 


they were made a fpedtucle to the world, 1 Cor. iv. 9,13. - 


God appointing, or at leaft allowing it. 


2. Their dead bodies watched by Rizpah, the “mother of 
two of them, ver. 10. “It was a great affliction to her now in 
her old age, to fee her fons, who, we may fuppofe, had been. 
a comfort to her, and were likely to be the fupport of her de- 
clining years, cut of, both of them, in this dreadful manner. 


None know what forrows they are referved for. She may not 


fee them decently interred, but they fhall be decently attended. 
She attempts not to violate the fentence pafled upon them; that 
they fhould hang there till God fent rain; neither fteals nor 
forces away their dead bodies, though the divine law might 
have been vouched to bear™her out; but patiently fubmits, 
pitches a tent of fackcloth near the gibbets, where, with her 
fervants and friends, the protected the dead bodies from birds 
and beafts of prey. ‘Fbus the did, (1.) Indulge her grief, .as. 
paffionate mourners are too apt todo, to no good purpofe. Whea 
forrow, in fuch cafes, is in danger of growing exceflive, we 
fhould rather ftudy how to divert and pacify it, than how to. 
humour and gratify it. Why fhould we thus harden ourfelves 
in forrow? (2.) Teftify her love. Thus fhe let the world 
know, that her fons. died not for any fin of their own, not as 
ftubborn and rebellious fons, whofe eye had defpifed to obey — 


~ their mother ; if that had been the cafe, fhe would have fuffer-' - . 


ed the ravens of the valley to pick it out, and the young eagles 
to eat it, Prov. xxx. 17. but they died for their father’s fin ; 
and therefore her mind could not be alienated from them by 
their hard fate. Though there is no remedy but they muft 
die, yet they fhall die pitied and lamented. is 

3. The folemn interment of their dead ‘bodies, with the. 
bones of Saul and Jonathan, in the burying-place of their fa- 
mily. David was fo far from being difpleafed at what Riz- 
pah had done, that he was him(felf ftirred up by it to do ho- — - 


nour to the houfe of Saul, and to thefe branches ef it among. 


the reft ;. that it might appear it was not out of any perfonal 
difguft to the family that he delivered them up, and that he _ 


| had not defired the woeful day, but he was obliged to do it’ 
| for the public good. 


(1.) He now bethought himfelf of te- 
moving the bodies of Saul and Jonathan from the place where 


the men of Jabefh-gilead had decently, but privately and ob- 
| fcurely, interred them under a tree, 1 Sam. XXXi. ¥2, 13. ver,  ~ 
Ve bats 
| had not been anointed with oil ; yet let not royal duft be loftin 


Vhough the /hield of Saul was vilely caff away, as if he 


the graves of the common people. Humanity obliges thus-to: 
refpeét human bodies, efpecially of the great and good, incon- 


be. (2.) With them he busied the bodies of them that were- 
hanged ; for when God’s anger was turned away, they were 
no longer to be looked upon as a curfe, ver. 13, 14. When 

water dropped upon them out of heaven, ver. 1 O. i.e when God: 


for then it appeared, that God was intreated for the land. - . 
When juftice is done on earth, vengeance from heaven ceafeth. 
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took him down, and laid him in a Jepulchres gh. 


15 4 Moreover, the Philiftines had yet wa : 


again with Ifrael, and David went down, ¢ 
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Chap. XXE; > if: 


Philiftines; and David waxed faint. 16 And 
Ithbi-benob, which was of the fons of the gi- 
ant, (the weight of whofe {pear weighed three 
hundred /heke/s of brafs in weight) he being 
girded with a new fwerd, thought to have flain 


‘David. 17 But Abifhai the fon of Zeruiah — 


fuccoured him, and {mote the Philiftine, and 


killed him. Then the men of David {ware | 


unto him, faying, Thou fhalt go no more out 
_ With us to battle, that thou quench not the 
light of Ifrael. 


Philiftines at Gob: then Sibbechai the Hutha- 


thite flew Saph, which was of the fons of the . 
Ig’And there was again a battle in 


giant. a 
Gob with the Philiftines, where Elhanan the 
fom of Jaare-oregim a Beth-lehemite, flew the 
brother of Goliath the Gittite, the ftaff of whofe 
- {pear was like a weaver’s beam. 26 And there 


- was yet a battle in Gath, where was a man of | 


great ftature, that had on every hand fix fin- 


gers, and on every foot fix toes, four and twen- 
ty in number ; and he alfo was born to the gi- | 
ant. 2t And when he defied Lfrael, Jonathan — 


the fon of Shimea the brother of David flew 

him. 22 Thefe four were born to 
in Gath, and fell by the hand of David, and 
by the hand of his fervants.. 


We have here the ftory of fome rencounters with the Phi- _ 

diftines, which happened, as it fhould feem, in the latter end 

of David’s reign. ‘Though he had fo fabdued them that they — 

_ could not bring any great numbers into the field, yet, as longas — 
their champions, they 

would never be quiet, but took all occafions to difturb the peace | 


_ they had any giants among them to be 


' of Ifrael, to challenge them, or make incurfions upon them. 


___ 1. David himfelf was engaged with.one of the giants. ‘The — 


_ Philiftines began the war yet again, ver. 1 5+, The enemies | 
of God’s Ifrael are reftlefs in their attempts againftthem. Da- | 
vid, though old, defired not a writ of eafe from the public fer- — 


vice, but he himfelf went down in perfon to fight againf? the | 
Sene/cit, non fegnefcit. A fign he fought not for . 
his own glory ; at this age he was loaded with that, and need- 
ed no more, but for the good of his kingdom. But in this en- | 


_ Philtfiines. 


 gagement, (1.) We find him in diftrefs and danger. He 


_ thought he could bear the fatigues of war as well as he had’ |- 
done formerly ; his will was good, and he hoped he could do | 

_ as at other times, but he found himfelf deceived 3 age had cut © 
His body. 
_ could not keep pace with his mind. The champion of the [ 
_ Philiftines was foon aware of his advantage, perceived that 
 David’s ftrength failed him, and then, being himfelf ftrong and 

_ ~ avell armed, he thought to have flain David; but God was 
+ not in his thoughts, and therefore in that very day they all | 
’  perifhed. ‘The enemies of God's people are oft very {trong, 
very fubtile, and very fire: of fuccefs, like. Ufhbi-benob; but | 
there is no ftrength, nor counfel, nor confidence againft the | 
Lord. (2.) Wonderfully refeued by Abithai, who came fea- 


. his hair, and, after a little toil, he qwaxed faint. 


4A fonably ints his relief, ver. 17. Herein we muft own Abithai’s 


_ Courage ard fidelity to his prince, to fave whofe life he bravely 
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18 And it came to pafs after _ 
this, that there was again a battle with the | 


the giant. | 
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ventured his own 3. but much*moré the good providence of 
God, which brought bim in to David’s fuccour, in the mi- 
nute of his extremity. Such a caufe and fach a champion, 
though diftreffed, hall not be deferted. When Abifbai fuc- 
coured him, gave him a cordial, it may be, to relieve his faint. 
ing fpirits, or appeared as his fecond, he (aie. David, fo: L 
underftood it) /mote the Philifliney and killed him ; for it is 
faid, ver. 22. David had himfelf a hand in flaying the giants. 
David fainted, but he did not flee ; though his ftrength failed 
him, he bravely kept his ground, aad then God fent him in 
this help in the time of need, which, though brought him by 
his junior and inferior, he thankfully accepted of, and, with 
a little recruit, gained his point, and came of a conqueror, 
Chriff in his agonies was ftrengthened by an angel. In fpiri- 
tual confliéts even ftrong faints fometimes wax faint; then Sa- 
tap attacks them furioufly; but they that ftand their ground 
and refift him, hall be relieved, and made more than conquer- 
ors.~ -(3.) David’s fervants hereupon refolved that he fhould 
never expofe himfelf thus any more. They had eafily per- 
fuaded him not to fight againft Abfalom, chap. xviii. 32. but 
ager the Philiftines he would go, till, having had this. fair 
€ 


~ 


cape, it was refolved in council, and confirmed with an oath, . 


that the light of drael (its guide and glory, fo David was) 
fhould never be put-again into fuch hazard of being blown out. 
Such valuable lives as David’s was, ought to be preferved with 
a double care, both by themfelves and others. ; sae 

2. The reft of the giants fell by the hand of David’s fers 
vants. (1.) Saph was flain by Sibbechai, one of David’s wor- 
thies; 1 Chron. xi. 29. ver. 18. (2.) Another, who was 
brother, to Goliath was flain by. Elhanan, who is mentioned 


chapter xxiii. 24. (3.) Another, who was of fich an unufual 
bulk that he had’ more fingers and toes than other people, ver. - 


20. and fuch an unparalleled infolence, that though jhe had 
feen the fall of other giants, yet defied Ifrael, was flain by 
Jonathan the fon of Shimea, Shimea had ane fon named Fox 
nadab, 2 Sam. xiii. 3. 1 fhould have taken it for the fame 


with this Jonathan, but that was noted for fubtilty, this for 


bravery. Thefe giants, probably, were the remains of the fons. 
of Anak, who, though long feared, fell at Jaft.. ; 
Now obferve, (1.) It is folly for the {trang man to glory ia 


his firength. Wavid’s fervants were no bigger nor ftronger than 
other men, yet thus, by divine affiftance, they maftered one’ 


giant after another. God choofeth by the weak things to con- 
found the mighty. 2.) It is common for thofe to go down 
flain to the pit, who have been the terror of the mighty in the 
land of the living, Exek. xxxii. 22. 
ful enemies are oft referved for the laft.encounter. David be- 
gan his glory with the conqueft of one giant, and here con« 
cludes it with the conqueft éf four. Death is a Chriftian’s 
laft enemy, and a fon of Anak; but through him that. tri« 
umphed for us, we hope, even over that enemy, to be more 
than conquerors at laft. 


C HAY Py) one : 

Thes chapter is a pfalm, a pfalm of prave; we find it after- 
wards inlerted among David? + psalms, No. 18. with fome 
little variation. We have it here as it was Sift compofed 
for bis own clofet, and his own harp ; but there we have 

tt as it was afterwards delivered to the chief mufician for 
the fervice of the church : a fecond edition with jome a- 
mendments : for though it was calculated primarily Sor 
David's cafe, yet tt might indifferencly Serve the devotion 
of others, in giving thanks for their deliverances 3_0r, tt 
was intended that his people fhould thus join with bim in 
his thankfgivings, becauje, be being a public. perfon, bis 
dehtverances were to be accounted publie bleffings, and call- 
i Bek y 7 ~. 


(3-) The moft power-- 


‘ 


» 
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ed for public aeknowledgments. The. in/pired Wa 


baving largely related Davia’s deliverances in this and 
. the foregoing book, and one particularly in the clofe of the 
foregoing chapter, thought fit to record this facied poem 
as a memorial of all that had been before relaied. Some 
‘think David penned this pfalm when he was old, upon a 
general review of the mercies of bis life, ‘and the many 
awonderful prefervations God had bleffed tim with, from 
fifi to laf. We fhould in our preifes look as far back as 
we can, and not fuffer time to wear out the ferfe of God's 
favours. Others think be penned it.when he was young, 
upon oecafion of fome of his firft deliverances, and kept it 
by kim for bis after-ufe ; and that upon every new deli- 
verance, his practice was to fing this fong But the book 
of pfalms fhews that he varied, as there was occafion, ond 
confined not himfelf to one form. Here 1s, 1. Toe title of 
the pfalm, ver. 1. II. The plalm itfelf ; in which, with a 
very warm devotion, and very great fisency- and copiouf- 
nels of expreffion, (1.) He gives glory to God. (2.) He 
takes comfort in him. dnd he finds matier for both. [1.] 
In the experiences he had of Gods former favours. [2.] 
Ln the expelauions be had of bis further favours. These 
are intermixed throughout the whole pfalm. 


ND David {fpake unto the Lorp the words . 


of this fong, in the day that the Lorp had 
delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies, 
and out of the hand of Saul. 


Obferve here, 1. That it has oft been the lot of God’s peo- 
ple to have many enemies,-and to be in imminent danger of 
falling into their hands. David was a man after God’s heart, 
but not after mens heart; many were thofe that hated him, 
and fought his ruin: Saul is particularly named, either, (1.) 
As diftinguifhed from his enemies of the Heathen nations. 
-Saul hated David, but David did not hate Saul, and therefore 
would not reckon him among his enemies. Or, rather, (2.) 

. As the chief of his enemies, that was more malicious and 
powerful than any of them. Let not thofe whom God loves, 
marvel if the world hate them. 

2. They that truft God in the way of duty, fhall find him 
a prefent help to them in their greateft dangers. David did 
fo, God delivered him out of the hand of Saul; he takes fpe- 
cial notice of that. 
tioned in our praifes with a particular remark. He delivered 
him alfo out of the hand of all bis enemies, one after another ; 
- femetimes in one way, fometimes in another: and David, 


from his own experience, has aflured us, that though many are — 


the troubles of the righteous, yet the Lord delivers this out of 
them all, Plal. xxxiv. 19. We-fhall never be delivered from 
all our enemies till we get to heaven; and to that heavenly 
kingdom God will preferve all his, 2 Tim. iv. 18. 

3- Thofe that have received fignal mercies, and many Gen 
God, ought to give him the glory of them. Every new mer- 
cy in our hand, fhould put a new fong into our mouth, even 
praifes to our God. Where there is, a grateful heart, out of 
the abundance of that the mouth will fpeak. David fpoke not 
to himfelf, only for his own pleafure, or to thofe about. him,, 
_ only for their inftru@ion,, but to the Lord, for his honour, the 
* words. of this fang. Then we fing with grace, when we fiog 
to the Lord. dn diftrefs he cried withhis voice, Pfal. exlii. 
x. therefore with his voice he. gave thanks : that is.the. fweet: 
eft vocal mufic. 

4. We ought to be fpeedy i in our thaniefal returns to God : 
In the day that God delivered him, he Jung this Jong. While 


the mercy is freth, and we are molt affected with it, let the - 
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from mine enemies. 


Remarkable prefervations fhould be men- — 


large place: 


- Lorp, and have not wickedly - departed rom 
| fore me: and-as for his ftatutes, Idid n 
“him, and have kept myfelf from mine’ 


“25 Therefore the Lorp hath re¢éompenfed 
i acoorting) to my rig ighteoufnels: according oO 


Chap. sx I 


thank-offering be brought, to be. kindled with the. fire of that 
affection. : : 


2 And he faid, The Lorp és my. toes ae 
my fortrefs, and my deliyerer, 3 The God of 

my rock, in him will I truft: be ts my fhield, 
and the horn of” my falvation, my high tower,” 
and my refuge, my faviout ; thou faveft me 
from violence. 4 I will call on the:Lorp, who 
is worthy to be praifed: fo fhall I be faved 
5 When the waves of 
‘death compaffed me: the floods of ungodly — 
men made me afraid. 6 The forrows of hell 
compafied me about: the fnares of death pre-~ 
vented me. 7 In my diftrefs I called upon the 
Lorp, and cried to my God, and he did hear 
my voice out of his temple, and my cry did 
enter into his ears. § Then the earth fhook ~ 
and trembled: the foundations of heaven mo- —— 
ved and fhook becaufe he was wroth. g There — 
went up a fmoke out of his noftrils,-and fire out 
of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by 
it. 10 He bowed the heavens alfo and came | 
down: and darknefs was under his feet. 1% 
And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: —_ 
he was feen upon the wings of the wind. 
And he made darknefs pavilions round siete 
him, dark waters, and thick clouds of the fkies. 
13 Through the brightnefs before him were 
coals of fire kindled. 14 The Lorp thundered — oe 
from heaven, and the Moft ‘High uttered his. 
voice. 15 And he fent out arrows, and estes 
tered them; lightning, and difeomfited’ them.. — 
16 And the channels of the fea appeared, the 


foundations of the world were difcovered, at 


the rebuking of the Lorp, at the blaft of ‘gee 
breath of his noftrils. 17 He fent from above, 
he took me: he drew me out of many waters. — 
18 He delivered me from my ftrong- enemy, 
and from them at hated me: for they were — £ 
too {trong for me. 16 § They prevented me in 
the day of my ean but the Lorp was 
my ftay. 20 He brought me forth alfo: into a. 
he delivered me, becaufe he deg: 
lighted in me. 21 The Lorp rewarded me 
according: to my righteoufnets: according te 
the cleannefs of my hands hath he ‘recompen- 
fed me. 22 For have kept the ways of th 


my God. 2 3 For all his. judgments we is gare M 


part from then. 24 1 was. alfo uprigt 


cui 


v 
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that hate me.. 
~ hone to fave: even unto the Lorp, but he an-~ 
fwered them not. 43 Then. did I beat them: 


my cleannefs- ii his eye-ficht. 26 With the. 


merciful thou wilt fhew thyfelf merciful, and 
_ With the upright man thou wilt fhew thyfelf 
upright. 27 With the pure thou wilt thew 
‘thyfelf pure: and with the froward thou wilt 
’ thew thyfelf unfavoury. 28 And the afllided 
‘people thou wilt Save: but thine eyes ave up- 
on the haughty, ¢at thou mayeft ‘bring them 
down. 29 For thou art my lamp, O Lorp: 
and the Lorn will lighten my darknefs, 30 
For by thee I have run through a troop: by 
my God have I leaped over a wall. - 34 As for 
God, his way zs perfect ; the word of the Lorp 
2s tried: he 7s a buckler to all them, that truft 
in him. -32 For who is God, fave the Lorn? 
and who is a rock, favé our God? 33 God is 
"my ftrength and power: and he maketh my 
Way perfect. 34 He maketh my feet like 
hinds feet: and fetteth me upon my high 


places. 35 He teacheth my hands to war: fo 


that a bow of fteel is broken by mine arms. 
36 Thou haft alfo given me the ‘hield of thy 
~ falvation: and thy gentlenefs hath made me 


_ great. 37 Thou haft enlarged my fteps under 


ine: fo that my feet did not flip.. 381 have 
-purfued mine enemies, and deftroyed them: 
and turned not again: until I had confumed 
them. 39 And I have confumed them, and 
wounded them, that they could not arife : yea, 
they are fallen under my feet. 40 For thou 
_haft girded me with ftrength to battle: them 
that rofe up againit me, haft thou fubdued un. 
der me. 41 Thou haft alfo given me the necks 
of mine enemies, that I might deftroy them 
42 They looked, but there was 


as {mall as the duft of the earth, I did ftamp 


them as the mire of the fireet, and did fpread. 


» them abroad. 44 Thou alfo hatt delivered me 
‘from the ftrivings of my. people, thou, halt kept 
me to be head of the heathen: a. people: which 
1 knew not, fhall ferve me: 
fhall fubmit. themfelves. unto me: as foon as 
they hear, they fhall. be obedient unto me. 
46 Strangers fhall fade away, and they fhall be 
afraid out of their clofe places. 47'The Lorp 
liveth, and bleffed be my rock: and. exalted 
_bethe God of the rock of my falvation.: 48 It 
-is.God that avengeth. me, and that bringeth 
down the people under me, 49 And that brin g- 
‘eth me forth from: mine enemies ::thou alfo haft 
lifted me up.on high above them that rofe up 


< 


~ 
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» vote myfelf to his condné, and then depend upon his power, — 
‘and wifdom, and. goodnefs to condus& me well. ’ (2.) On him- 


45 Strangers ' 


- give glory to him. 


againft me: thou haft. delivered me. from>the | 
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violent man. — go Therefore I will give thanks’ 
unte thee, O Lorp, among the heathen, and I 
will fing praifes unto thy name. 51 He is the 
tower of falvation for his king: and theweth 
mercy to his anointed, unto David, and to his. 
feed for evermore. 


Let us obferve in this fong of praife,. : 

1. How David adores God, and gives him the glory of his: 
infinite perfe@tions: There is none like him, nor any to be- 
compared. with him, ver. 32.: wha is God, fave the Lord ? 
All others that are adored as deities, are counterfeits and pre- 
tenders ; none to be relied on but he: qwho is a rock, fave oui 
God? They are dead, but the Lord liveth, ver. 47. ‘They 
fail their worfhippers when they moft need them: but as for 
God, his way is perfed, ver. 31. Men begin in kindnefs, bus 
end not3. promife, but perform not: bat God. will finifh his 
work, and Ais word is tried, and what we may troft, ; 

2. How-he triumphs in the intereft-he had in this God, and: 
his relation to him, which he lays dowa as the foundation of 
all the benefits he had received from him. He is my God; 
as fuch. he cries to him, ver. 7. and cleaves to him, ver. 22.5 
and if my God, then my rock, ver. 2. i. e. my f{trength andi 
power, ver. 33.; the rock under which I take fhelter, and who. - 
isto me as the fhadow of a great rock in a weary land: the 
rock on. which I build my hope. The Gad of my rock, ver. 
3.:. whatever is my {tréngth and fupport, it is he that makes it 
fo; nay, he is the God of the rock of my Salvation, Ver, 4.7.5. 
my faving-ftrength is in him, and from him. David of hid. 
himfelf in rocks, 1 Sam. xxiv. 2. but God was his chief hi-- 
ding-place. He is my fortre/s, in whom I am fale, and think. 
mytfelf fo ; ‘my high tower, or {trong hold, in which l’am out 
of the reach of real evils; the tower of falvation, ver. 51.. 
which can neither be fcaled, nor battered; nor undérmined ;. , 
falvation itfelf faves me. Am I in. diftrefs? he is my deliver= 
er: flruck at, fhot at? he is my fhield: purfued > he is my 
refuge: opprefled? he is. my Saviour, that refcues me out. 
of the hand of thofe that feck. my ruin: nay, he is the- 
horn of my falvation, by which I am ftrongly protected, and — 
my eremies {trongly pufhed. Chrift is fpoken of.as the horn of © 
Salvation, in the houfe of David, Luke i. 69;- Am I burden- 
ed and ready to fink? the Lord.is my flay, ver. £4. by whom.) 
Iam fupported.. Am I in the: dark, benighted, at a lofs >> 
thou art my lamp, O Lord, to thew me my way, and qwilt lighte. 
en my darknefs, ver. 29. If in fincerity we take the Lord for 
our God, all this, and much more he will be to us, all we need | 
and can defire, : ee 

* 3. What improvement he makes of his intereft in .God. If? 
he be. mine, (1.). /a him will [ trufl, ver. 3:3 i. will de- 


will I call,, ver. 4. for he is. worthy to be praifed. What ‘we: 
have found in God, that is worthy to be praifed, fhould engage 
us to pray to him, and thereby we do in efi praifé him, and: 
(3+). Lo hime will I give thanks,' ver. §ors 
and. that publicly :. when he was among the Heathen, he would. 


neither be afraid, nor.afhamed to own his obligations td the: — - 


God. of Ifrael.. ; Pans 12 A 
4+ The full and large account ‘he keeps for himflf, and pives : 
to others, of the great and kind things God had done for shim.’ 
This takes up moft of the fong. He gives God the glory both, 
of his deliverancés, and of his fuccefies; fhewing both the pee. — 
rils he was delivered from, and the power he was advanced to, — 
iff, He magnifies the great falvations God had wrought for- 
him. . God fometimes brings his people into very great ir 
~ cultiess 


* 
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culties and dangers, that he may have the honour of faving 
them, and they the comfort of being faved by him. He owns, 


Thou haft faved me from violence, vers 3. from mine enemiesy | 
ver. 4. from my flrong enemy, meaning Saul, who, if God had 


not fuccoured him, would have been too hard for him, ver. 18.; 
thou haft given me the Jhield of thy falvation, ver. 36. To 
magnify the falvation, he obferves, * 

(1.) That the-danger was very great and threatening, out 
of which he was delivered. Men ro/e up againft him, ver. 40, 
49: that bated him, ver. 41. a violent man, ver. 49. viz. Saul, 
who was malicious in his defigns againft him, and vigorous in 
his purfuits. This is exprefled figuratively, ver. 5,6. He 
was furrounded with death on every fide, threatened to be o- 
verwhelmed, and faw no way of efcape. So violently did the 
cvaves of death beat upon him, fo ftrongly did the cords and 
Snares of death hold bims he could not help himfelf, no more 
‘than a man in the grave can. 


trembled to fee not only earth, but death and hell in arms a- 
-gainft him. ‘ 

(2.) That his deliverance was an anfwer to prayer, ver. "7. 
He has here left us a good example; when we are im di/lre/s, 
to cry unio God with importunity, as children in a fright cry to 


their parents ; and great encouragement to do fo, in that he ~ 


' found God ready to anfwer prayer out of his temple in heaven, 
‘where he is continually ferved and adored. 
(3.) That God appeared in a fingolar and extraordinary 
manner for him) and againft his enemies. The expreffions are 
borrowed from the defcent of the Divine Majefty upon mount 
Sinai, ver. 8, 9, Sc. We do not find, that in any of David’s 
battles God fought for him, either with thunder, as in Samuel’s 


time; or with hail, as in Jofhua’s time; or with the ftars in- 


their courfes, as im Deborah’s time: But thefe lofty meta- 
phors are ufed, [1.] To fet forth the glory of God, which was 
manifefted in his deliverance. His wifdom and power, his 
-goodnefs and faithfulnefs, his juftice and holinefs, and his fo- 


yereign dominion oyer all the creatures, and all the counfels of — 


men, which appeared in favour of David, were as clear and 


bright a difcovery of God’s glory to an eye of faith, as thofe 


would have beei to an eye of Yenfe. [2.] To fet forth God’s 


--difpleafure againft his enemies. God fo efpoufed bh’ caufe, - 


that he fhewed himfelf an enemy to all his enemies. His anger 
is fet forth by a fmoke out of his nofirils, and fire ous of his 


mouth, ver. 9. coals kindled, ver. 13. arrows, ver, 15. Who 


~ knows the power and terror of his wrath? [3.] ‘To fet forth 
the mighty confufion which his enemies were put into, ahd the | 


- gonfternation that feized them; as if the earth had trembled, 
and the foundations of the world had been difcovered, ver. 8, 
16. Who can ftand before God when he is angry? [4.] To 
thew how ready God was to help him: He rode upon a che- 
rub, and did fy, ver. t1, God haftened to his fuceour, and 


came in to him with-feafonable relief, though he had. feemed - 
ata diftance. Yet he was a God hiding him/elf, (Ufa. xlv. 15.)5_ 


for he made darkne/s his pavilion, ver. 12. for the amazement 
of his enemies, and the amufement of his own people. * 

~* (4.) That God manifefted his particular favour and kindnefs 
to bim in thefe’deliverances: ver. 20. He delfuered me, be- 


cauje he delighted in me.. The‘ deliverance came not from com. 
‘mon providence, but covenant-love; he was herein treated as a_ 
- favourite 5, fo he perceived by the communications “of divine | 


(grace and comfort to his foul, with thefe deliverances, and the 

‘communion he had with God in them. ‘Herein he was a type 
of Chrift, whom God upheld, becavfe he delighted in him, ith 
4 li. ty Pixie ; as : ie ee ae 

- adly, He magnifies the great fuccefles God had crowned him 


with; he had not only preferved, but profpered him. ~ He was ~ 


/ pas ‘, : \ R 7 


The floods of Belial, the wick- - 
ed one, and his wicked inftruments, made him afraid; he’ 


‘the crown, or endeavoured to dethrone him : they falfel 


well ‘pleafed with, and had an eye t 


j 1 TN =f ; ‘ee 
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“ bleffed, (1.) With liberty and enlargement He was brought 


into a larye place, ver. 20. where he had room to thrive ; and 
his /leps were enlarged under him, fo that he had room’to ftir, 


ver. 37-3 no longer ftraitened*and confined. (24) With mi. 4 


litaty fkill, and ftrength, and fwiftnefs. “Though he was bred 


7: 


up to the crook, he was wonderfully infraéted in the arts of — 


war, and fpirited for the toils and. perils of it. God having, 
called him to fight his battles, he qualified him for the fervice, 
made him very ingenious: Me teacheth my hands to war, ver. 
35.;\and this ingenuity was as good as. ftrength; for it fellows, 
{o that a bow of freel is broken by my arms, not fo much by 
main force as by flight of hand, hands fo well taught. And 


very vigorous and valiant: Thou haf girded me with firength — 
to battle, ver. 40.3 he gives God the glory of all his courage, — 


and ability for fervice. And very expeditious: He maketh my 


feet [wift like hinds feet, ver. 34.3 which is of great advantages 4 
both in charging and retreating. 3.) With victory over his 
enemies; aot only Saul and Abfalom, but the Philiftines, - 


derful victories are here defcribed, ver. 38,—43. They were 


ver. 381: and complete victories; the enemies-of Ifrael were | 


wounded, deflroyed, confumed, fell under his feet, trampled upon, - 
and difabled to rife, and their necks lay at-his mercy. They 


_Meoabites, Ammonites, Syrians, and other neighbour nations, 


~whom he fubdued; and made tributaries to Ifrael. His won- _ 


fpeedy victories; J turned not again till I had con wmed them, ‘ 


= 
Ss 


cried both to earth and heaven for help; but in vain, there was — 


none to fave, none that durft appear for them; God anfwered : 
them not; for they were not ou his fide, nor did they cry un- 
to him, till they were brought to the laft extremity : being thus 


a 
3 


‘ 


abandoned, they became an eafy prey to David’s righteous and ~ 


vigorous fword, fo that he eat them as fmall as the duft of the 


earth, which is {catered by the wind, and trodden on by every — 
foot. (4.) With advancement to honour and power. To — 


way perfed, ver. 33.3 gave him. fuccefs in all his undertakings 5 % 


Set him upon his hixh places, ver. 34.3 noting both fafety and dig- — 


great, ver. 36.; gave him great wealth and great authority, and 
a name like that of the great men of the earth. He was kept to 
be the head of the heathen, ver. 44.; bis fignal prefervations evi- — 


‘this he was anointed before his troubles began, and at length — 
. poft tot difcrimina rerum, he gained his point. - God made his : : 


“nity. God’s gentlenefs, his grace and tender mercy, made hina 


i 


denced, that he was defigned and referved for Yomething great; _ 
to rule over all Tfrael, notwithftanding the /rivings of the peoples 


and fo that they whom he had not known, Jbould ferve bim, man 
of the nations that lay xemote. Thus he was hfted up on high, 
high as the throne, above thofe that ro/e up again/? bim, v 

s-. The comfortable refleftions he makes upon his o 
grity, which God, by thofe wonderful deliverances, had graci 
ly owned, and witneffed to, ver. 21,—25. He means, eff 
ally his intesrity with reference to Saul and’ Ith-bofheth, 
falom and Sheba, and thofe who either oppofed his ¢omi 


cuféd him and mifreprefented him 3. but he had the teftin 


not of debt, but of grace; God had reco! 
not for his righteoufnels, asif that had m 
hand of God; yet according to his ri 


His confiience witneffed for him, (1.) That he had 
the wordof God his rule, and had kept toity ver.23.3 wi 
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he was, God’s judgments were before him, as his guide ; where. 


éver he went, he took-his ‘religion along with him; and though 
he was forced to depart from his country, and fent, as it were, 
to ferve other gods, yet, as for God’s fla‘utes, he did not de- 
part from them; but.hept the way of the Lord, and walked in 
it. (2.) That he had carefully avoided the by-paths of fin. 
Hehad not wickedly departed ‘from his» Cod; he could not 
fay, but that he had taken fome fale {teps, but he had not de- 
ferted God, nor forfaken his way. Sins of infirmity he could 
not acquit himfelf from ; but the grace of God had kept him 
from prefumptuous fins. Though he had fometimes: weakly 
departed from his duty, he had never wickedly departed from 
his God. By this it appeared, he was uprisht before God, or 
to God, in his fight, and with an eye to him ; that he dept him- 


Self from his own iniquity ; not only from that particular fin of | 
killing Saul, when it was in the ‘power of his hand to do it; - 


but in general he was afraid of fin, and watchful againft it, and 
made confcience of what he faid and did. © The matter of U- 
riah is an exception, 1 Kings xv. 5. like that in Hezekiah’s 
character, 2 Chron. xxxii, 31., Note, A careful abftaining 
from our own iniquity, is one of the beft evidences of our own 
integrity ; and the teltimony of our confeiences for us that we 
have done fo, will be fach'a rejoicing, as will not only leffen 
the griefs of an afflicted flate, but increafe the comforts of an 
advanced ftate. David refle@ed with. more comfort upon his 
victories over his own iniquity, than upon his conquett of Goliath, 
and all the holts of the uncircumcifed Philiftines ; and the wit- 
nefs of his own heart to his uprightnefs was fweeter, though 
“tore filent mufic, than theirs. that fang, David has flain his 
ten thoufands. If a great man be a good man, his goodnefs 
will be much more his fatisfa@ion than his greatnefs. Let fa- 
vour be thewed to the upright, and his uprightnefs will fweeten 
it, will double it. 
_ 6. The comfortable profpedts he has of God’s further favour ; 
A\s he looks back, fo he looks forward with pleafure, and af 


fures himfelf of the kindnefs God had in ftore for all the faints, 


for himfelf, and for his feed. 

if, For all. good people, ver. 26, 27, 28. As God had 
dealt with him. according to his uprightnefs, fo he will with all 
ethers. He takes occafion here to lay down the eftablithed 
rules of Glod’s proceedings with the children. of men. (1.) 
That he will do good to thofe that are good and upright in their 
hearts, As we are found towards. God, he will be found to- 


wards us. [1.}God?s mercy and grace will be the joy of 
thofe that are merciful and gracious: even the merciful need - 
mercy, and they fhall obtain it. [ 2.] God’s uprightnefs. His 
-juftice and faithfulnefs will be the jey of. thofe that are upright, . 


jut and faithful both towards God and man. [3-] Ged’s pu- 
rity. and holinefs will be the joy of thofe that are pure and ho- 

Ys who therefore give thanks at the remembrance of it: and if 
any of thefe good. people be afitted people, he will fave them, 
_either obt of their, afflictions, or by and -after them. On the: 
other hand,. (2-) That-thofe who turn afide to crooked ways, 


he will dead forth with the workers of iniquity, as he faith in a-. 


nother pfalm. With the froward be, will wrefile; and thofe 
with whom God wreftles, are fure to go by the worfe. Wo 


unto him that Srrives with his Maker! He will-walk contrary: 


to thofe that walk contrary to him, and be difpleafed with thofe 
that are difpleafed with-him. As for the haughty, his eyes are. 


‘upon them, marking them out; as it were, to: be brought down ;. 


for he refifls the proud, Es idan 
__ 2dly, For’ himfelf. He forefees that his conquelts and 


| kingdom -fhould be yet further. enlarged, ver. 45, 46. Even 
the fons o the flranger, that fhould hear the report of his vic- 


tories, and the tokens of God’s prefence with him, fhould be | i 
1 to the chropicles of his reign. Thefe words efpecially, ver. 


s 


poffeficd: with a fear of him, fhould be forced to fubmit to him, 


- 
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though feignedly, and fhould be obedient to him. The fuc. 
cefles which he had had, he looked upon as-earnefts of more, 
and means of more. Who dur(t oppofe him, whom fo many 
had been overcome by? Thus the Son of David goes on con- 
quering and to conquer, Rev. vi. 7. His gofpel, that has been 
victorious, fhall be fo more and more. 

34ly, For his feed. He fheweth mercy to his Mefiiah, ver. 
51.3 not only to David himfelf, but to.that feed of his for e- 
vermore. . David was himfelf anointed of God; not an ufur- 
per, but duly called to the government, and qualified for it; 
therefore he doubted not but God would thew mercy to him ; 
that mercy he had promifed not to take from him, nor from 
his pofterity, chap. vil. ¥5, 16. On that promife he depends 
with an eye to Chrilt, who_alone is his feed for evermore, whofe. 
throne and kingdom {till continne, and will to.the end, when 
the feed and lineage of David is long fince extiné. See Pfal. 
Ixxxix., 28, 29, Thus all his joys, and all his hopes, termi. 


_ hate, as-ours always fhould, in the great. Redeemer. 


CALA PL XX 
The bifforian ts now dra wing tpwards a conclufion of Da. 
' wid’s reign. and therefore gives us an account bere, I. OF 
Same of his laf words,.which he poke by tnfpiration, and 
which feem to have reference to his feed that was to be. for 
evermore, fpoken of tn the ¢life of ihe Soregoing chapters. 
ver. 1,7. IT, Of the great.men, efpecially the mil tary. 
men, that were employed under him; ‘the irl three, vers 
8,—-17-5,twoof the next three, ver. 18,—23.; aad then 
the thirty, ver. 245-39. 


OW thefe de the laft words-of David: Da- 


vid the fon. of Jefle faid, and the man, 
who was raifed up on high, the anointed of the- 
God of Jacob, and the fweet pfalmift. of Lael, 


faid, 2 The {fpirit of the Lorp {pake by me, ~ 


and his word was in my tongue. 3 The God) 
of Ifrael faid, the Rock of Hrael fpake to me, 
He that ruleth over men mijt be juft, ruling in. 
the fear of God: 
light of the morning, when the fun rifeth, even 


a morning without.clouds ; as the tender grafs. 


Jpringing out of the earth by clear fhining. af. 
ter rain. ‘5 Although my houfe be not fo with - 


_ God; yet he hath made with me an everlafting ~~ 


covenant, ordered in all things and fure: for 
this is all my falvation, and all my defire, al- 


though: he make 7¢ not to'grow. 6] But the 
Sons of Belial fball be all of them as thorns k 
thruft away, becaufe they cannot be taken with. 


hands. 7 But the man that fhall touch them, 


mutt be fenced with ixon, and the ftaff ofa fpear, 


and they fhall be utterly burnt with fire in the - 
Same place: 


We have here the laft’ will and teftament of king David, og = 
2 codicil annexed to it, after he had fettled the crown upon : 
Solomon, and his treafures upon the temple which. was to be - 
built. The laft-words of great and good men are thought wor- 
thy to be in a fpecial manner remarked and remembered 3 Dap: 
vid would have thofe taken notice of, and added, either to hig | 
pfalms, (as they are here to that in the foregoing chapter), or . 


4 And be /hall be as the- 
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&. though recorded before, we may fuppofey he oft repeated 
for his own Confolation, even to his laft breath, and therefore 


they are called his /a/f words. When we find death approach- 


g, we fhould endeavour both to honour God, and to edify 
thofe about us with our laft words. Let thofe that have had 
long experience of God’s goodnefs, and the’ pleafantnefs of 
the ways of wifdom, when they come to finifh their courfe, 
leave a record of thofe experiences, and bear their teftimony 
to the truth of the promife. We have upon record the laft 
words of Jacob and Motes, end here of David, defigned, as 
thofe, for a legacy té them that were left behind. We are 
here told, : : ‘ a 

Firft, Whofe' latt will and teftament this is. This is rela- 

téd, either, as is ufual, by the teftator himfelf, or rather by the 

_ hiftorian, ver. 1. He is defcribed, (1.) By the meannefs of 
his original : He was the fon of Fefe. It is good for thofe 
who are advanced to be corner-ftones, and. top-ftones, to be 


ing 


‘oft minded,*and oft to remember the rock out of which they were 


hewn. (2.) The height of his elevation: He was-raifed up 
on high, as one favoured of God, and defigned for fomething 
great ; raifed up asa prince, to fit higher than his neighbours, 
and as a prophet, to fee further. For, [1.] He was the a- 
nointed of the God of Facob; and fo was ferviceable to the peo- 
ple of ‘God in their civil interefts, the protection of their coun- 
try, and the adminiftration of juftice among them. [2.] He 
was the fweet pfalmift of L/rael, and fo was ferviceable to them 
in their religious exercifes: he penned the pfalms, fet the 
tunés, appointed both the fingers and the inftruments of mafic, 
by which the devotions of good people were much excited and 
enlarged. Note, Singing of pfalms is a {weet ordinance, very 
agreeable to thofe that delight in praifing God. It is reckon- 
ed among the honours to which David was raifed up, that he 
- “was a pfalmift: in that he was as truly great, as in his being 
the anointed of the God of Facob. Note, It is true preferment 
~ to be ferviceable to the church in ats of devotion, and inftru- 
‘mental to promote the bleffed work of prayer’and praife. Ob- 
~ ferve, was David a prince? he was fo for Jacob: was he a 
pfalmift.? he was fo for Ifrael. . Note, The difpenfation of the 
Spirit is given to every man to profit withal ; and therefore, 
as every man has received the gift, fo let him minifier the fame. 
_ Secondly, What. the purport of it is. It is an account of his 
‘communion witlf God. Obferve, 

1. What God faid to him, both for his direétion and for his 
encouragement, as a king, and to be in like manner of ufe to 
his fucceffors. Gracious fouls take a pleafure in calling to 
mind what they have heard from God, in recollecting his word, 


and revolving it in their minds. ‘Thus what God fpoke once, ~ 


David heard twice, yea often. 7 
See here, 1/7, Who fpoke: The Spirit of the Lord; the 
God of Lfrael, and the Rock of Ifrael; which fome think is an 
_ jntimation of the trinity of perfons in the Godhead; the. Fa. 
ther the God of Ifrael; the Son the’ Rock of I/rael ; and the 
Spirit, proceeding from the Father and the Son, who /pake by 
the prophets, and particularly by David, and whofe word was 
; not only in his heart, but in his tongue, for the benefit of o- 
thers. David here avows his divine infpiration, that in his 
pfalms, and in’this compofure here, the Spirit of God fpake by 
. him. He, and other holy men, fpake and wrote as, they were 
moved by the Holy Ghof. This puts an honour upon the book, 


) 


of Pfalms, and recommends them to our ufe in our devotions, — 


“that they are words which the holy Ghoft teacheth. 
'<ogdly, What was f{poken. Here feems to be a diftinétion 
. » made between what the Spirit of God fpoke by David, which 


includes all his pfalms, and what the Rock of Ifrael fpoke to 


- David, which concerned himfelf, and his family. Let minifters 
 ‘tobferve, that thofe by whom God fpeaks to others, are con- 
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of Gods 1. es they-muft themfelves be poffeffed with a fear of 
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cerned to hear and heed what he fpeaks to themfelves, /They - 
whofe office it is to teach others theit duty, mult be fure to — 
leary and do their own. a 
-Now, that which is here faid, ver. 3, 4. may-be confidered, _ 
1. With application to David and his royal family. And — 
fo here is, (1) The duty of magiftrates injoined them. “When 
a king was fpoken to. from God, he was not to be compliment- ; 
ed with the height of his dignity, and the extént of his power, 
but to be told his duty. Auf? is for the king, we fay 5 here is 
a mutt for the king; Aé mufl be jul, ruling in the fear of Gods 
and fo mutt all inferior magiftrates in their places. Let rulers 
remember that they ru/e over men; not over beafts, whom they 
may enflave and abufe at pleafure; but over reafonable crea~ 
tures, and of the fame: rank with themfelyes. They rule over 
men that have their follies and infirmities, and therefore muft 
be borne with. They rule over men, but under God, and foy 
him; and therefore, [1.] They muff be ju/l, both to thofe o- 
ver whom they rule, in allowing them their rights and proper- _ 
ties, and between thofe over whom they rule, ufing their pow- 
er to right the injured againft the injurious; fee Deut. i. 16, 
17. It is not enough that they do no wrong; but they muft 
not fuffer wrong to be done. [2.] They mutt rule in the fear 


Neh 
ef bene 


God, by which they will be effetually reftrained from all aéts 

of injuftice and oppreflion : Nehemiah was fo, chap. v. 15- Se ° 
did not I, becaufe of the fear of God; and Jofeph, Gen. xli. 
18. They. muft alfo endeavour to promote. the fear of God, 
i.e. the practice of religion, among thofe over whom they ~ 
rule. The magiftrate is to be the keeper of both tables, and 

to protect both godlinefs and honefty. (2.) Profperity pro- 
mifed them, if they do this duty. He that rules in the fear of 
God foall be as the light of the morning, ver. 4- Light is [weet 
and pleafant ;. and he that doth his duty fhall have the comfort + 
of it; his rejoicing will be the teftimeny of his confcience. - 
Light is bright, and a good prince is illuftrious; his juftice and” 
piety will be bis honour. Light is a bleffing s nor are there ~ 
any greater and more extenfive bleffings to the public than — 
princes that rule in the fear of God. It is like the light of the” 
morning, which is moft welcome after the darknefs of the night; —_ 
fo was David’s government after Saul’s, PfaJ. Ixxv. 3.; and ~ 
which is increafing, /hines more and more to the perfed day;  - 
fuch is the growing luftre of a good government. It is likewife_ - 
compared to the tender grafs, which the earth produceth for ~ 


. the fetvice of man; it brings with it a harvelt of bleflings. See ~ 


Pfal. Ixxii. 6,.16.; which were alfo fome of the laft words of ~ 
David, and -feem to refer to thefe here. pees og feiss 
2. With application to Chrift the Son of David; and then 
it muft all be taken as a prophecy, and the original will bear 
it: There fhall bea ruler among men, or over men, that fhall 
be juft, and fhall rule in the fear of God; i. e. hall order the - 
affairs of religion, and divine worfhip, according to his Father’s ~ 
will; and he fhall be as the light of the morning, &c. for he is 


Ao em \ val 


_ the Het of the world; and as the tender grafs, for he is the oP 


of the Lord, and the fruit of the earth, \fa. iv. 2. Com- — 


branc 


_pare this with thofe promifes of Chrift, which fpeak of his 


reigning in righteoufne/s, and being of quick underflanding in the 
fear of the Lord, pice Xl, 1,——5. Xxxii. 1, 2. Pfal. Ixxii. 2. 
This God, by the Spirit, gave David the forefight of to 


) 


N 
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him ; and it isa moft excellent confeffion of his faith and hope 
in the everlafting covenant. Here is, ° 

1f, Trouble fuppofed : Aithough my houfe be not fo with 
God, and although he make it not to grow. ' David's family was 
not fo with God, as is defcribed, ver. 3, 4..and as he could 
with; not fo good, not fo happy ; it had not been fo while he 
lived, he forcfaw it would not be fo when he was gone ; that 


his houfe would be neither {6 pious nor fo profperous as one 
might have expected the offspring of fuch a father to be. (1.) 


Not fo with God. Note, We and ours are that really which 
we are with God. This was it that David’s heart was upon 
concerning his children, that they might be right with God, 


faithful to him, and zealous for him. But the children of god-. 


ly parents are oftentimes neither fo holy, nor fo happy as might 
be expected. We mutt be made to know, that it is corrup- 
tion, not grace, that runs in the bload; that the race is not to 
the {wift, but God gives his Spirit as a free agent. (2.) Not 
made io grow, in number, in power: It is God that makes 
families to grow, or not to grow, Pfal. cvii. ar. Good men 
have oft the melancholy profpe&t of a declining family. Da- 
vid’s houfe was typical of the church of Chrift, which is his 
houfe, Heb. iii. 3. Suppofe this be not fo with God as we 


could with ; fuppofe it be diminifhed, diftreffed, difgraced, and- 


weakened, by errors and corruptions, almoft extin&@; yet God: 


has made a covenant with the church’s head, the Son of Da- 


vid, that he will preferve to him a feed, that the gates of hell 
Shall never prevail againft his houfe. This our Saviour com- 
forted himfelf with in his fufferings, that the covenant with him 
ftood firm, Ifa. liti. 10, 11, 12. 
zdly, Comfort infared: Yet he hath made with me an ever- 
-tefling covenant. Whatever trouble a child of God may have 
the profpect of, ftill he hath fome comfort or other to balance 
it with, 2 Cor. iv. 8, 9.’and none like this here. (1.) It may 
be underftood of the covenant of royalty, in the type, which 
God made with David and his feed touching the kingdom, 
Pfal. cxxxii. 11, 12. . But, (2.) It muft look further, to the 
covenant of grace made with all believers, that God will be in 
Chrift to them a God, which was fignified by the covenant of 
royalty ; and therefore the promifes of the covenant are called 
the fure mercies of David, Ma. ly. 3. It is this only that is 
the everlafting, covenant ; and it cannot be imagined, that Da- 
vid, who, in fo many of his pfalms, {peaks fo clearly concern- 
ing Chrift, and the grace of the gofpel, fhould forget it in his 
laft words, God has made a covenant of grace with us in Je- 


_ fas Chrift ; and we are here told, [1.] That it is an everlaf}a- 


* ing covenant, from everlafting, in the contrivance and counfel 
of it, and to everlafting in the continuance and confequences of 
it. [2.] That it is ordered, well ordered in all things ; admi- 


_ ably well, to advance the glory of God, and the honour of 


the Mediator, together with the holinefs and comfort of belie- 


_- -wers. It is herein well ordered, that whatever is required in 
the covenant is promifed, and that every tranfgreflion in the co- 


venant doth not throw us out of covenant; and that it puts our 
falvation, not in our own keeping, but in the keeping of a Media- 
tor. [3.] That it is fure, and therefore fure, becaufe well 


~ ordered ; the general offer of it is-fure; the promifed mercies 


fure, upon the performance of the conditions; the particular 
- application of it to true believers is. fure,. it is /ure to all the 


feed. [4.] That it is all our falvation ; nothing but this will 
- fave us, and this is fufficient ; it is this only upon which our fal- 
— vation depends. [5.1] That therefore it mutt be all our defire. 


Let me have an intereft in this covenant, and the promifes of 


_ it, and I have enough, I defire no more. : 


3+ Here is the doom of the fons of Belial read, ver. 6, 7+ 
i.) They fhall be thruft away as thorns, rejected, abandoned : 
they are like thorns, not to be touched. with hands; fo paf- 


‘ 


’ 
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fionate and furious that they cannot be managed, or dealt with, 


by a wife and faithful reproof; but muft be reftrained by law,, 


and the fword of juftice,” Pfil. xxxiis g and-therefore Itke 
thorns. (2.) They fhall at length be sterly burnt with fire 
in the fame place, Heb. vi. 8. Now this is intended, either, 
[t.] As a dire&ion to magillrates to-ufe their power for the 
punifhing and fuppreffing of wickednefs.- Let them thruft a- 
way the fons of Belial: fee Pfal. ci. 8. Or, [2.] Asa cau- 
tion to magiftrates, and particularly to David's fons andfy:- 
ceflors, to fee that they be not themfelves fons of Belial, (as 
too many of them were); for then neither the dignity. of their 
place, nor their relation to David, would fecure them from be- 
ing thruft away by the righteous judgments of God. Though 
men could not deal with them, God. would. Or, [-3.)*As 
a prediction ofthe ruin of all the implacable enemies of Chrift’s 
kingdom. There are enemies without, that openly oppofe it, 
and fight againf{t it: and enemies within, that fecretly betray 
it, and are falfe to it; both are fons of Belial, children of 
the wicked one, of the ferpent’s feed ; both are as thorns, grie- 
vous and yexatious: but both fhall be fo thruft away, as that 


Chrift will fet up his kingdom in defpight of their enmity, will: 


go through them, Va. xxvii. 4. and will in due time blefs his 
church with fuch peace, that there fhall be no pricking bri-r, 
nor grieving thorn. And thofe that will not repent, to give 
glory to God, fhall in the judgment-day (to which the Chaldee 
paraphraft refer this) be burnt with unquenchable fire.  Sce 
Luke xix. 27, ’ 


8 { Thefe be the names of the mighty men 
whom David had; Uhe Tachmonite that fet 
in the feat, chief among the captains, (the 
fame was Adino the Eznite) he Lift up his Jpear 
againft eight hundred, whom he flew at one 
time. 9 And after him was Eleazar the fon 
of Dodo the Ahohite, ove of the three mighty 
men with David, when they defied the Phili- 
{tines that were there gathered together to bat- 


tle, and the men of Ifrael were gone away. | 


10 He arofe, and fmote the Philiftines until his 
hand was weary, and his hand clave unto the 
{word : and the Lorp wrought a great victory 


that‘day; and the people returned after him > 


only to fpoil. 11 And after him was Sham- 
mah the fon of Agee the Hararite: and the 
Philftines were gathered together into a troop, 
where was a piece of ground full of lentiles : 


- and the people fled from the Philiftines. 12 


But he ftood in the midft of the ground, and 
defended it, and flew the Philiftines: and the 
Lorp wrought a great victory. 13 And three 
of the thirty chief went down and came to Da- 


vid in the harveft-time, unto the cave of Adul- 


Jam: and the troop of the Philiftines pitched 
in the valley of Rephaim. 14 And David was 
then in an hold, and the garrifonof the Phili- 
ftines was then in Beth-lehem. 15 And Da- 
vid longed, and faid, Oh that one would give 
me drink of the water of the well of Beth-le- 


hem, which zs by the gate! 16 And the three 
. 3K “mighty 
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mighty men brake through the hoft of the Phi- 
liftines, and drew water out of the well of Beth- 
lehem, that was by the gate, and took tt, and 


brought 7¢ to David: neverthelefs he would not 


drink thereof, but poured it out unto the Lorp. 
17 And he faid, Be it far from me, O Lorp, 


that I fhould do this: is not this the blood of 


the'men that went in jeopardy of their lives? 
therefore he would not drink it. Thefe things 
did thefe three mighty men. 18 And Abifhai 
the brother of Joab, the fon of Zeruiah, was 
chief among three; and he lift up his {pear a- 
gain{t three hundred, and flew them, and had 
the name among three. 
_ honourable of three? therefore he was their 
- captain: howbeit, he attained not unto the Surf 
three. 20 And Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada, 
the fon of a valiant man, of Kabzeel, who had 
done many a¢ts, he flew two lion-like men of 
Moab: he went down alfo and flew a lion in 
the midft of a pit in time of fnow. 21 And he 
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19 Was he not moft- 
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of the great foldiers that were in David’s time, is intended, 
(1.), For, the honour of David, who trained them up in the 
arts and exercifes of war, and fet them an example of condué 
and courage. It4is the reputation, as well as the advantage 
of a prince, to be attended and ferved by fuch brave men as. 
are here defcribed. - (2.) For the honour of thofe worthies 
themfelves, who were inftrumental to bring David to the 
crown, fettle and prote& him in the throne, and to enlarge his 
conqnefts. Note, 'Thofe that in public {tations venture them- 
felves, and lay out themfelves, to ferve the interefts of their 
country, are worthy of double honour, both to be refpected by’ 
thofe of their own age, and to be remembered by pofterity.. 
(3-) To excite thofe that come after to a generons emulations: 
(4.) To thew how much religion contributes to the infpiring’ 
of-men with true courage. David, both by his pfalms. and by 
his offerings for the fervice of the temple, greatly promoted 
piety among the grandees of the kingdom, 1 Chron. xxix. 6. 


and when they became famous for piety, they became famous’ 


for bravery. bade 
Now, thefe mighty men are here divided into three ranks, 
Firfl, The firft three, who had done the greateft exploits,” 
and thereby gained the greateft reputation. Adino, ver. 8. 
Eleazar, ver. 9, 10. and Shammah, ver, ft, 12. J do not: 
remember, that we read of any of thefe, or of their a@ions, any’ 
where. elfe-in all the {tory of David, but’ here, and in the paral. . 


} 


lel place, 1 Chron. xi. Many great and remarkable events are 
pafied by in the annals; which relate rather te the blemifhes,. 
than the glories of David’s reign, efpecially after his fin in the 
matter of Uriah ; fo that we may think it was really more il- 
luftrious than it has feemed in our reading the ftory of it, © 

The exploits of this brave triumvirate are here recorded. They ~ 
| fignatized themfelves in the wars of Tfrael. againft their ene- | 
mies, efpecially the Philiftines. (1.) Adino flew eight hundred’ 
| at once, with his fpear. (2.) Eleazar defied the Philiftines, 
| as they by Goliath had defied Eftael, but with: better faccefs,. 
| and greater bravery ; for when the men of Lfrael were gone a~ 
| way, he not only kept his ground, but arofe and {mote the Phi- 
| &flines, on whom God ftruck a terror equal to the courage’ 
| with which this great hero was infpired. His Aand qwas Wears 
and yet it clave to his fword; as long as he had any ftrength: 
| remaining, he held his weapon, and followed his blow. Thus, 
in the fervice of God, we fhould. keep up the willingnefg and 
- Fefolution of the {pirit, notwith{tanding the weaknefs and wea- 
| rinefs of the flefh; faint,. yet purfuing, (Judg. viii, 4.); the. 
| hand weary, yet not quitting the fword. ~ Now Eleazar had ~ 

beaten the enemy, the men of Irael-that were gone away frony 


flew an Egyptian, a goodly man: and the E- 
_8yptian had a {pear in his hand; but he went 
down to him with a ftaff, and plucked the {pear 
eut of the Egyptian’s hand, and flew him with 
his own fpear. 22 Thefe things did Benaiah 
the fon of Jehoiada, and had the name among 
three mighty men. 2 3 He was more honour- 
. able than the thirty, but he attained not to the 
Jirfi three: and David fet him over his guard. 
24 Alahel the brother of Joab was one of the 
thirty; Elhanan the fon of Dodo of Beth-le- 
hem, 25 Shammah the Harodite, Elika the Ha- 
rodite, 2:6 Helez the Paltite, Ira the fon of Ik- 
kefh the Tekoite, 27 Abiezer the Anethothite, 
Mebunnai the Hufhathite, 28 Zalmon the A- 
hohite, Maharai the Netophathite, 29 Heleb the 
fon of Baanah, a Netophathite, Ittai the fon of 
Ribai out of Gibeah of the children of Benja- | B asem : : si BOR AOR 
min, 30 Benaiah the Pirathonite, Hiddai of the | ‘20% Wbe quit the field, when any thing is to be done, to haf 
brooks of Gaath, 21 Abi-albon the Arbathite, | 
Azmaveth the Barhumite, 32 Eliahbah the 
Shaalbonite; of the fons of Jathen, Jonathan, | 
43 Shammah the Hararite, Ahiam the fon of | 
Sharar the Hararite, 34 Eliphelet the fon of A- 
oe seta ixig ee ase _ ftrong man then glory im his ftrength, or any of his military o-- / 
on of sAnithophel the Gilonite, 35 Hezrai the | Pape da 
Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite, 36 Igal the fon } 
of Nathan of Zobah, Bani the Gadite, 37 Ze- 
lek the Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite, ar- | 
mour-bearer to Joab the fon of Zeruiah, 38 Tra. | 
an Ithrite, Gareb an Ithrite, 39 Uriah the Hit-. 
tite: thirty and feven in all. het Tie eee 
The catalogue. which the. hiftorian. has here Jeft upon record. | 


diftinguifhed from, and dig- 4 
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ceablenefs, though t 
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- “fore it feems rather to be an inftance of his weaknefs. 


defy them. 
_. tinely, and with fuch. art that the Philiftines did not difcover 


Chap. X XM, | Il. 


They attended David in his troubles, when he abf{conded in 
the cave of Adullam, ver. 13.5 faffered with him, and theres 
fore were afterwards preferred with him. When David, and 
his brave men that attesded him, who had aéted fo vigoroutly, 
againit the Philiftines, were, by the iniquity of the times in 
Saul’s reign, driven to thelter themfelves from his rage in caves 
and {trong-holds; no marvel. that she Philipines pitched in the 


valley of Rephaim, and put a garrifon even in Bethlehem, itfelf, ~ 


Wer. 13, 14. If the church’s guides are fo mifled, as'to per- 
fecute fome of her belt friends and champions, the common e- 
nemy will no doubt get advantage by it. If David had had 
his liberty, Bethlehem fhould not haye been now ih the Phi- 
liftines hands. - : 

But being fo, we are here told, 1/2, How earneftly David 
Tonged for the water of the well of Bethlehem. Some make it a 
public-{pirited with, and that he meant, O that we could drive 
the garrifon of the Philiftines out of Bethlehem, and make that 
beloved city of mine our own again | the well being put for the 
city, as the river oft fignifies the country it pafles through. But 
if he meant fo, thofe about him did not underftand him ; there- 


harveft-time, the weather was hot, he was thirfty, perhaps good 


water was fcarce; and therefore he earneftly withes, O that I’ 


tould but have one draught of she water of the well of Bethle- 
hem! With the water of that well he had oft refrefhed himfelf 
when he was a youth; and nothing now will ferve him but 
that, though it is almoft. impoflible to come at it. He longed 
like a woman with child, {trangely indulging a humour which 
he could give no reafon for. Other water might quench his 
‘thirft as well, but -he had a fancy for that above any. Itis 
folly to entertain fuch fancies, and greater folly to infift upon 
the gratification of them. 
when they go out inordinately towards thofe things that really 
are more pleafant and grateful than other things: Be not defirous 
‘of dainties; much more when they are thus fet upon fuch things 
“as only pleafe a humour. 2d/y, How bravely his three mighty 


~ men, Abithai, Benaiah, and fother not named, ventured 


through the camp of the Philiftines, upon the very mouth of 
danger, and fetched water from the well of Bethlehem, with- 
out David’s knowledge. When he withed for it, he was far 
from defiring that any of his men fhould venture their lives for 
it; but thofe three did, ver. 18. to fhew, (1.) How much 


~ they valued their prince, and with what pleafure they could 


run the greateft hazards, and undergo the greateft hardthips in 
his fervice. David, though anointed. king, was as yet an ex- 


\ ile, a poor prince that had no external advantages to recom. 


mend. him to the affection and efteem of his attandants; nor 
was he in any capacity to prefer or reward them; yet thofe 
_ three were thus zealous for his fatisfa&tion, firmly believing the 
time of recompenfe would come. Let us be willing to venture 
~ tn the caufe! of Chrift, even when it is a fuffering caufe, as 
thofe that are affured it will prevail, and we fhall not lofe by 
it at laft. Were they fo forward to expofe themfelves upon 
the leaft hint of their prince’s mind, and fo ambitious to pleafe 
him? and thall not we covet to approve ourfelves to our Lord 
Jefus, by a ready compliance with every intimation of his will, 
" given us by his word, Spirit, and providence? (2.). How little 
they feared the Philiftines.. They were’ glad of an occafion to 
Whether they broke through ‘the ho{t clandef 


them; or openly, and with fuch terror in. their looks, that the 
Phililtines durft not oppofe them, is not certain +. jt fhould feem 
they forced their way {word-in-hand. But fee, (3.) How felf& 
denyingly David, when he had thus far-fetched, dear-bought 
Water, poured it out before the Lord, vers 17. [1.] Thus: he 


- 


It was | 


We ought to check our appetites, 


Here is, 1. A brave adtion of .thofe™three-in conjunction. | 


woul! fhew the tender tegard he had to the lives of his (l- 
diers, and how far he was trom being prodigal of their blood ; 
Pfal. Ixxii. rq. In God’s fight the death of his faints is pre- 
cious. [2.] Thus he ‘euld teftify his forrow, fir {peaking 
that foolith word, which oceafioned thofe men to put their 
lives in their hands. Great tien fiiculd take head what they 
fay, left any ill afe be made of it by thofe about them. [3.] 
-Thas he would prevent the like rafhnefe in any of his men for 
the future. [4.] Thus he would érofs his own foolifh fancy, 
and punith himfelf for entertaining and indulging it; and thew 
that he had fober thoughts to correé his rath ones, and knew 


how to deny himfelf, even in that which he was ma{t fond of: 


Such generous mortifications become the wife, thé great, and 
good. _[§.] Thus he would honour God, and: give glory to 
him. The water purchafed at this rate, he thought, too pre- 
cious for his ‘own drinking, and fit only to be poured-out to 
God as a drink-offering. If it were the blood of thefe men, it 
was God’s due: for the blood was always his. [6.])Bilhop 
Patrick fpeaks of fome who think, that David hereby fhewed. 
it was not material watet he longed for, but the Mefliah, who 
had the water of life; who he knew fhould be born at Beth- 
lehem, which the’ Philiftines therefore fhould not be able to de- 
{troy. Lafily, Did David look upon that water as very pre- 
cious, which was- got but with the hazard of thefe men’s blood; 
and fhall not we much more value thefe benefits, for the pur- 
chafing of which our blefled Saviour fhed his blood? Let us 
not undervalue the blood of the covenant, as they-do' that un- 
dervalue the bleflings of the covenant. 

2. The brave actions which two of them did, particularly at 
other times. Atbifhai flew three hundred mien at once, ver. 
18, 19. Benaiah did many great things. (1.) He flew two 
Moabites that were /ion-like mens fo bold and ftrong, fo fierce 
and furious. (2.) He flew a lion ina pit, either in his own 
defence, as Samfon, or, perhaps, in kindnefs to the countty, 
‘a lion, that had done mifchief. It being in a time of fnow, he 
was more {tiff, and the lion more fierce and ravenous ; and yet 
he maftered him. (3.) He flew an Egyptian; on what oc- 
cafion, it is not faid: he was well fet, and well armed; but 


~, Benaiah attacked bim with no other weapon: but a walking-{taff, 


dexteroufly wrefted his {pear out of his hand, and flew him 
with it, ver. 21. For thefe, and the like brave exploits, Da- 
vid preferred him to be captain of the life-guard, or ftanding 
forces, ver. 23. a 

Thirdly, Inferior to thefe fecond three, but of great note, 
were the thirty-one here mentioned by name, ver. 24. ad fn. 
Afahel is the firft, who was flain by Abner in the beginning of 
David’s reign, but loft not his place in this catalogue. ,Eha- 


Nan is the next, brother to Eleazar, one of the firft three, ver, 


g- The firnames here given them are taken,-as it fhould feem, 
from the places of their birth, or habitation, as many firnames 
with us originally were. From all parts of the nation; the: moft 
wife and valiant were picked up to ferve the king. Several of 
thofe here named, we find captains ofthe twelve courfes,which 
David appointed, one for each month of the year, 1 Chron. 
xxvil. They that did worthily, were preferred according to 
their merits. One of them was the fon of Ahithophel, ver. 
34.3 the fon famous in the camp, as the father at the council- 
board. 


it agoravates it, that aman who deferved {0 well of his king 
and country, fhould be fo ill treated. Joab is not mentioned 
among all thefe; either{ (1.) Becaufe he was fo big that he 
did not need to be mentioned : the firft of the firft three fit 
chief among the captains ; but Joab was over them as general. 
Or, (2.) Becaufe he was fo bad that he did not deferve to be 
mentioned ; for though he was confefledly a great foldier, and 


3K2 one, 


But to find Uriah the Hittite bringing up the rear of 
thefe worthies, as it revives the remembrance“ot David’s fin, fo. 
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one that had fo much religion in him, as -to-dedicate of his 
{pails to the houfe of God, 1 Chron. xxvi. 28.; yet he loft as 
much honour by flaying two of David’s friends, as ever he got 
by ffaying his enemies. j 

Chrilt the fon of David has his Wworthies too, who, like Da- 
vid’s, are influenced by his example, fight his battles againft the 
{pirttual enemies of ‘his kingdom ; and in his ftrength are more 
than conquerors, Chrilt’s apoftles were his immediate attend- 
ants, did and faffered great things for him, and at length came 
to reign with him. ‘They are mentioned with honour in the 
New Teftament, as thefe in the Old, efpecially Rev. xxi. 1). 
Nay, all the goad foldiers of Jefus Chrift have their names 
better preferved than. even thefe worthies have; for they are 
written in heaven. This honour have all his faints. 


CHAP IY, 

The laft words of David, which we read in the chapter be- 
Sore, were admirably good ; but in this chapter we read 
of fome of his la works, which were none of the bef: 
yet he repented, and did bis fir} works again, and fo be 
Jinifbed well. We have here, 1. His fin, which was num- 
bering the people in the pride of his heart, ver. 1,—9. II. 
fis convitlion af the fii, and repentance fur it, ver. 19. 
IIL. The judgment inflr@ed upon him for ity ver. 114,—1 5. 
IV. The flaying of the judgment, ver. 1s,—17. V. The 
ercéing of an altar in tokin of God’s reconcihatisn to him 
and bis people, ver. 18,—25. py 

-' ® ND again the anger of the Lorp was kin- 
f dled againft Ifrael, and he moved David 
againit them, to fay, Go number Ifrael and Ju- 
dah. 2 For the king faid to Joab the captain 
of the hoft, which was with him, Go now 
through all the tribes of Ifrael, from Dan even 
to Beer-fheba, and number ye the people, that 
I may know the number of the people. 3 And 


Joab faid unto the king, Now the Lorp thy 


God add unto the people (how many foever 
they be), an hundred-fold, and that the eyes 
_~ of my lord the king may fee it: but why doth 
my lord the king delight in this thing? 4 Not- 
withftanding, the king’s word prevailed -againft 
Joab, and againft the captains of the hoft: and 
Joab and the captains of the hoft went out from 
the prefence of the king, to number the peo- 
ple of Ifrael. 5 Y And they pafied over for- 
dan, and pitched in Aroer, on the right fide of 
‘the city that /ieth in the midft of the river of 
_ Gad, and toward Jazer. 6 Then they came 
to Gilead, and to the land of Tahtim-hodfhi; 
and they came to Dan-jaan, and about to Zi- 
don. 7 And came to the ftrong hold of Tyre, 
and to all the cities of the Hivites, and. of the 
‘Canaanites: and they went out to the fouth 
of Judah, even to Beer-fheba. 8 So when they 
had gone through all the land, they came to 
Jerufalem at the end of nine months and twen- 
_ty days. 9,And Joab gave up the fum of the 
abumber of the people unto the king : and there 
were in Ifracl-eight luidred thouland valiant 
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“ftrenpth. By 
. people, he thought to appear the more formidable ; and doubt— 


ftrange. We are fure that God is not the author. of. fin; I 


Chap. XXIV, 


men that drew the fword ; and the men of fu- 


dah were five hundred thoufand men. 


Here is, 1. The orders which David gave to Joab to num- 
ber the people of Ifrael and Judah, ver.1, 2. ‘f'wo things 
here feem ftrange. J wabinesicar! mee 

if, The finfelnefs of this. What harm was there in it? 
Did not Mofes’twice number the’ people without any crime? . 
Doth not political arithmetic come in among other the politics 
of a prince? Should not the fhepherd know the number of his 
fheep? Doth not the Son of David know all his own by 


name ? Might not he make good ufe of this calculation ? What — 


evil has he done, if he do this?- An/f. It is certain it was a fin, 
and a great fin: but where the evil of it lay, is not fo certain. 
(1.) Some think the fault was, that he numbered them that 
were under twenty years old, if they were but of ftature and 
{trength able to bear arms: and that was the reafon why this 
account was not inrolled, becaufe it was illegal, 1 Chron. xxvii. 
23,24. (2.) Others think the fault was, that he did not re« 
quire the half-fhekel, which was to be paid for the fervice of 
the fanétuary, whenever the people were numbered, as a ranfom 
Sor their fouls, Exod. xXx. 12. 
with a defign to impofe a tribute upon them for himfelf, and to 
be put into his treafury ; this by way of poll, which, when he 
knew their ‘numbers, he could tell what it would amount to. 

But nothing of this appears, nor was David ever a raifer of 
taxes. (4.) This was the fault that he had no orders from 
God to do it; nor was there any occafion for the doing of it. 

It was a néedlefs trouble both’ to himflf and to his people. 

(5..) Some think, that it was an affront to the ancient promife - 
which God made to Abraham, that his feed fhould be innu- 

merable as the daft of the earth. Tt favoured of diftruft of 
that promife, or a defign to fhew that it was not fulfilled in the 

letter of it. f: 
that they could not be numbered. ‘Thofe know not what they - 


(3-) Others think he did it ~~ 


He would number thofe of whom God had faid,) 


do, that go about to difprove the word of God. (6.) That - 


which was the worft thiog in numbering the people, was, that -_ 


David did it in the pride of his heart, which was Hezekiah’s ; 
fin in fhewing his treafures to the ambafladors. [1.] It was. 


_a proud conceit of his own greatnefs, in having the command 


ra 


of fo numerous a people, as if their increafe had been owing to 


any conduct of his, ‘which was to be afcribed purely to the 
blefling of God. .[2.]] It was a proud confitence in his own 
By publuhing among the nations the number of his” 


ed not, if he fhould have any war, but to overpower his ene-— 
mies with the. njultitude of his forces; trufting in an arm of 
flefh, more than he fhould have done, who had written fo 

much of trufting in God only. God judges not of fin as we. 

do. What appears to us harmlefs, or at leaft but a fmall of-— 
fence, may be a great fin in the eye of God, who fees mens. 
principles, and is a difcerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart. 
truth. 


more ftrange, ver. I. 
Lord foould be kindled againft Ifrael ; there was caufe enough 
for it ; they were unthankful for the bleflings of David’s go-. 


vernment, and {trangely drawn in to take part with Abfalom. — 


firft, and afterwards with Shéba; we have reafon to think, 
that their peace and plenty made them fecure and fenfual, and 


| for this God was difpleafed with them: but that in this dif 


pleafure he fhould move David to pumber the people, is very 


tempts no'man. We are told, 1 Chron. xx m 


gelled. 


hat S¢ 
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revoked David to number Lfrael. Satan, as an enemy, fag~ 
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But his judgment, we are fure, is according to 


‘2dly, The fpring from which it is here faid to arife, is yet “y 
It is not ftrange, that the anger of the 
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+ gelted it for a fin, as ha put it 


eine 
Chap. XXIV, La oY 
into the heart of Judas to be- 
tray Chrift: God, as a righteous judge, permitted it, with a 
defign, from this fin of David, to take an occafion.to punifh 
other fins of Ifrael, which he might ju{tly have punifhed them 
for without this.. But as before he brought a famine upon 
them for the fin of Saul, fo now a pettilence for the fin of Da- 
vid; that princes may, ‘from thefe initances, leara, when the 
judgments of God are abroad, to fufpect that their fins are the 
‘ground of the controverfy, and may. therefore repent and re- 
form themfelves, which fhould have a great influence upon na- 
tional repentance and reformation ; and that people may learn 
to pray for thofe in authority, that God would keep them trom 
fin, becaufe if they fin, the kingdom fmarts. 
_ 2. The oppofition which Joab made to thefe orders. Even 
he was aware of David’s folly and vain-glory in this defign. 
He obferved, that David gave -no reafon for it, Only number 
ihe people, that I may know the number of the people ; and there- 
fore he endeavours to divert his pride, and in a much more 


' decent manner than he had before endeavoured to divert his 


pathon, upon the death of Abfilom: then he {poke rudely and 
infolently, chap. xix. 5. but now’as became him iver. 3. Now 
the Lord thy God'add unto the people a hundred-fold. There 
is no occafion either to tax them, or lift them, or make any 
diftribution of them. They are all eafy and happy; and it is 
his with, both that their number might increafe, and that -the 
kiag,' though old, might live to fee it, and have the fatishac. 
tion of it :- But wy doth my lord the king delight in this thing ? 
«What need is there of doing it? Pauperis ef numerare pecus. 


Efpecially why fhould David, who ufed to {peak fo much of 


“delighting in God, and ia the exercifes of devotion, and who, 


fhould have put away. childifh 
calls it modeftly, but means tak- 
ing a pride) in-a thing of this nature ? Note, Many things, 
not in themfelves finful, turn into fin to us, by our inordinate 
delighting in them. Joab was aware of David’s vanity herein, 
bat he himfelf was not. It would be good for us to have a 


being old, one would think, 
things, take a pleafure (fo he 


_ friend that would faithfully admonifh us, when we fay or do 


i) 


' the king’s fervice. 


< 
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“any thing proud or vain-glorious, 
not ourfelyes aware of it 

~3- The orders executed notwithftanding :. The Ling’s, word 
prevailed, ver. 4. He would have it done; Joab muft not 
gainfay it, left he be thought to grudge his time and. pains in 
Tt is an unhappinefs to great men to have 
thofe about them that will aid-them and ferve them in that 
which is evil. - Joab, aceording to order, applied himfelf, with: 
fome reluctancy, to: this. unpleafing tafk, and took the captains 
of the holt to help him. They began in the molt diftant pla- 


besaufe we oft do fo, and are 


» Ges; inthe eaft firft, on the other fide Jordan, ver. 5, then 


they went towards Dan in the north, ver. 6. fo. to'l'yre on 
the eaft, and thence: to: Beertheba in. the fouth, ver. 7. A- 
bove nine months were fpent in taking this account; a great 
deal of trouble and amnfement was given by it to the country, 
ver. 8, and the fum total was at length: brought to.the king at 
Jerifalem, ver..9. Whether the numbers anfwered David’s 


- expedtation-or no, we are not told ; nor. whether the. account fed 


his pride, or mortified it.. They. were very. many,. but, it may 
be, not fo many as he thought they were, They. had not in- 
ereafed in Canaan as they had in Egypt, nor were much more 


than double to what they were when they came into Canaan 


-under Jofhua, about four hundred 


| years before; yet it is an 
‘evidence that Canaan was a very fruitfal, land,. that {o. many 
thoufands were: maintained. within fo narrow. a compafs.. _ 


10 | And David’s heart: {mote him after that 


‘ 
‘. 


he had numbered the people: and David faid 
unto the Lorn, I have finned greatly in that I 
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ple from Dan even to 


’ fhewed. him the evil of what he had:done, 


- Wards repentance and. reformation. 
GuleR 
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have done: and now, I befeech thee, O Lorp, 


take away the iniquity of thy fervant ; for I 


have done very foolithly. x1 For when David 
was up in the morning, the word of the Lorp 

came unto the prophet Gad, David’s feer, fay- 

ing, 12 Go. and fay unto David, Thus faith the 

Lor», I offer thee three things ; choofe thee 
one of them, that I may do it unto thee; 13 
So Gad came to David, and told him, and faid 

unto him, Shall feven years of famine come 
unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three 

months before thine enemies, while they pur- 

fue thee? or that there be three days: pettilence 

in thy land? now advife, and fee what anfwer 

I fhall return to him that fent me. 14 And 

David faid unto Gad, I am in a great ftrait let 

us fall now into the hand of the Loro, (for his. 
mercies are great) and. let me not fall into the 

hand of man. 15 So the Lorn. fent a petti- 

lence upon Hrael, from the morning even to 

the time appointed’: and there died of the peo- 

Beer-{heba, feventy thou- 
fand men. 16 And when the angel ftretched 
out his hand upon Jerufalem: to dettroy it, the. 
Lorp repented him of the evil, amd {aid to the 
angel that deftroyed the people, It is enough :_ 
{tay now thine hand. And the angel of the. 
Lorp was by the threfhing-place of Araunah. 
the Jebufite. 17 And David {pake unto the. 
Lorp when he faw the angel that {mote the: 
people, and faid, Lo, I have. finned, and I have: 
done. wickedly : ‘but thefe fheep, what have. 
they done ? let thine hand, I pray thee; be: a-- 
gaint me, and againft my father’s. houfe. 


We have:here David repenting of the fin, and yet punithed: 


for it;. God_ repenting. of the judgment, and David thereby: 


made more penitent. 

1.. Here is David’s penitent reflection upon,. and: confeffion, 
of his fin in numbering the people. While the thing was in, 
doing,, during all thofe nine months,,we do not find that Da- 
vid. was fenfible of his fin-; for then. he would. have countere- 
manded. the orders-he had given: but when:the accouat. was 
finithed, and laid before. him, prefently,. that very night, his, 
confcience was awakened, and he felt the pain. of ‘ity, jalb then 
when he promifed. himfelf the pleafure of it. When. he was 
about to feaft on the fatisfaction of the numbers of his. people,, . ’ 
it was turned into the gall of afps within him 3. fenfe ofthe fin 
caft a damp upon the joy, ver. 10. (i1.) He was convinced: 
of his fin; his heart /mote him, before. the prophet came to. 
him, (J think it thould not be read. Sors ver. 11. but, nd! 
when. David was up, {o. it is in thezoriginal) :, his confcience: 
now.it appeared fin, , 
and exceeding finful, which before he faw.no harm in.. He: 
reflected-upon it with.great regret, and his heart. reproached. 
him for it.. Note, It is-a. good thing when a man,has fifined,, 
to haye a heart within him to finite. him for. it; it is a. good: 
fign of a principle of grace in the-heart, and a. good ftep, to-- 
(2.) He confiffed it to. 

God, 
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owns he had finned, finned greatly, though to others it might 
feem no fin at all, or a very little one. True penitents, whofe 
confciences are tender and well informed, fee that evil in fin 
which others do not fee. [2.] He owns he had done fooli/h- 
ly, very foolifbly, becaufe he had done it in the pride of his 
heart: and it was folly for him to be proud of the numbers of 
his people, when they were God’s people, not his: and as 
many as they were, God could foon make them fewer. [3.] 
“He cries to God for pardon: J befeech thee, O Lord, take a- 
way the inquity of thy fervant. If we confe/s our fins, we may 
pray in faith, that God will forgive them, and take away, by 
.pardoning mercy, that iniquity which we calt away by fincere 
repentance. 
2, The juft and neceffary correG@ion which he was taken 
under for this fin: David had been full of toffings to and fro 
all night under the fenfe of his fin, no reft in his bones becaufe 
of it; and he arofe in the morning, expecting to hear of God’s 


difpleafure againft him for what he.had done, or defigning to 


fpeak with Gad his feer concerning it; He is called his feer, 
becaufe he had him always at hand to advife with in the things 
of God, and made ufe of him as his confeffor and counfellor ; 
but God prevented him, and direéted the prophet Gad what 
to fay to hin, ver. 11. And it is taken for granted, (+.) 
That David mu({t be correéted for this fault. It is too great a 
crime, and reflects too much difhonour upon God, to go un- 
punifhed,- even in David himfelf. Of the feven things that 


God hates, pride is the firft, Prov. vi. 17. Note, Thofe who — 


truly repent of their fins, and. have them pardoned, yet are of 
ten made to {mart for them in this world. (2.) The punifh- 
“ment mutt anfwer the fin. He was proud of the numbers of 
his people ; and therefore the judgment he muft be chattifed 
with for this fin, muft be fach as will make them fewer. Note, 
What we make the matter of our pride, it is juft with God 


. to take it from us, or imbitter it to us, and fome way or other 


ta make it the matter of our punifhment. (3.) It muft be fuch 
a punifhment as the people muft have a‘large fhare in; for 
Ged’s anger was kindled againft Tfrael, ver. 1. Though it 
was David’s fin that immediately plucked up the fluice, the 
‘fins of the people all contributed to the deluge. d 

Now, as to the punifhment that mutt be inflicted, 

1/2, David is bid to chufe what rod he will be beaten with, 
ver. 12, 13. His heavenly Father muft corre@ him; but to 
thew that he doth not do it willingly, he gives David leave to, 
make choice whether it fhall be by war, famine, or peftilence ; 
three fore judgments, and which greatly weaken and. diminith 
a people. God, by putting him thus to his choi@e, defigned, 
(1.) To humble him the more for his fin, which he would fee 
- to be exceeding finful, when he came to confider each of thefe 
judgments as exceeding dreadful. (2.) To: upbraid him: with 
the proud conceit he had of his own fovereignty over Ifrael. 
He that is fo great a prince, begins to think he may have what 
he will. Come, faith God, then; which wilt thou have of 
thefe three things? Compare Jer. xxxiv. 17. J priclaim a li- 
 berty for you, but it is fucha liberty as this of David’s, to the 
fword, to. the peflilence, and to the famine ; and Jer. xv. 24 fach 
as are for death, to death. Or, (3.) ‘Vo give him fome en- 
- couragement under the correction, letting him know that God 
did not caft him out of communion. with himfelf; but that (till 
his fecret. was with him, and in affliGting him, he confidered 
his frame, and what he could beft bear, Or, (4.) That he 
 pught the more patiently bear the rod, when it was a rod of 
“his own chufing. The prophet bids him advife with himfelf, 
-and then tell him what anfwer he fhould return to him, that fent 
“him Note, Minifters are fent of God. to tisy and they mult 
give an account of the fuccefs of their embafly. It concerns 


i. sotham jfer ge *. 


God, and begged earneftly for the forgivenefs of it. [1.] He » 


j r ent Sear oes | 
} execution the peftilence did was -very: fevere': There died fe» 


» 
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us therefore to confider what anfwer they fhall rcturn from us, 
that they ray give up their account of us with joy. 

2dly, He excepts only againit the judgment of the fword; 
and for the other two, he refers himfelf to God, but intimates _ 
-his choice of the peltilence rather; ver. 14. J am in @ great 
Jfrait; and well he might, when fear, and the pit, and the fnare, 
are before him; and if he efcape one, he inevitably falls. into 
the other, Jer. xlvili. 43, 44. Note, Sin brings men into 
{traits. Wife and good men oft diftrefs themfelves by their 
awn folly. Now, (1.) He begs he may not fal/ into the hand 
of man, Whatever comes, “et us not flee three months before 
our enemies; that will fully all the glory of David’s triumphs, 
and give occafion to the enemies of God and Ifrael to behave 
themfelves proudly. See Deut. xxxii. 26, 27. ‘Their tender 
mercies are cruel, and in three months they will do that dam- 
age to the nation, which many years will not repair. But, 
(2.) He cafts himfelf upon God: Let us fall now into the hand 
of the Lord, for his mercies are great. Men are- God's hand, ti 
fo they are called, Pfal. xvii. 14. the fword of his fending : 
yet there are fome judgments which come more immediately 
from his hand than others, as famine and peftilence ; and 
which of thefe fhall be the feourge, he refers it to God; who 
chufeth the fhorteft, that he might the fooner teftify his being 
reconciled. But fome think David, by thefe words, chofe the 
peftilence. The land had not yet recovered the fa ine, under _ 
‘which it fmarted three years upon the Gibeonites account ; and 
therefore let us not be correéted with that red, for that, alfo — 
will be the triumph of our neighbours ; hence we read. of the 
reproach of famine, Ezek. xxxvi. 30. but if Ifrael muft be di- 
minifhed, let it be by the peftilence ; for that is falling into the 
hands of the Lord, who ules to infli& that judgment by the 
hand of his own immediate fervants, the angels, as in the death 
of the firft-born of Egypt. That is a judgment to which Da- _ 
vid himfelf, and his own family, lie as open as the: meaneft 
fubjeé&; but not fo either to famine or peftilence; and therefore — 
David, in confcience of his guilt, chufeth that. Sword and. 
famine will deftroy one as well as another ; but it may be 


yet will I truf} in him, 


venty thoufand men, that were all well, and fick, andi-dead 


| afew hours. What a great cry, may we fappofe, was. th 
| nw throaghout all theland of I are yes ae 


frael, as there was in Egyp' 
when the firft-bora were flain? but that was at midnight, th 


, ¢ : . y 
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jin the day-time, Pfal. xci. 6. See the power of the angels, 


God hate pride. The umber flain amounts almott to half 
decimation ; feventy thoafand was about one. in twenty. 
Now, we may {uppofe, Dayid’s Selo trembled Jor fear of God, 
and he was afraid of his judgments, Pal. cxix. 1>0. 
* 3- God’s gracious relaxation of the judgment, when it be. 
gan'to be infli@ed- upon Jerufalem : ver, 16. The angel flretch.! 
ed out his hand upon Ferufalem, as if he intended to do greater 
execution there than any where elfe, even to defiray it: the 
country had drunk of the bitter cup, but Jerufalem muft drink 
the dregs. It thould fe: m that was lalt numbered, and there. 
fore was referved to be laft plagued. Perhaps there was more. 
wickednefs, efpecially more pride; (and that was the fin now 
chaftifed), in Jerufalem than. elfewhere ; therefore the hand of 
the deftroyer is {tretched out upon that. But then the Lord 


and faid to the deftroying angel, Jr is enough ; flay now thine 
hand, and let mercy rejoice againft judgment. Jervfalem fhalt 
be fpared for the ark’s fake ; for it is the place God hath chofen 
to put his name there. See here how teady God is to forgive, 
and how little pleafure he takes in punifhing, and let it encou- 
age us to meet him, by repentance, in the way of his judgments. 
his was on mount Moriah. Dy Lightfoot obferves, that in 
the very place where Abraham, by a countermand from hea- 
ven, was {tayed from laying’ his fon, this angel, by a like coun- 
termand, was flayed from dettroying Jerufatem. “Tt is for the 

- fake of the great facrifice, that our forfeited lives are preferved 


that purpofe ; faw his fword {tretched out to deftroy, a flaming 
fword ; faw him ready to fheathe it, upon the orders given him 
to flay proceedings ; feeing this he {poke, (not ‘to the angel, 


he knew better things than to addrefs himfelf to the fervant,. 
in the prefence of the matter, or to give that Ronour to the s 


creature which is the Creator’s due, but) to the Lord and faid, 


Lo, I have fined Note, True penitents, the more they per- , 
* ceive of God’s {paring, pardoning mercy, the more humbled» 


_ they are for fin, and the more refolved again{t it: They fball 
» be afoamed when T am pacified towards them, Ezek. xvi. 63. 
Obferve, (1.) How he lays load upon himfelf, as if he could 


never {peak bad. enough of his own fault: 7 have finned, and I. 


ve done wickedly; mine is the crime, and therefore on me 


be the crofs : Let thy hand be againfl me,and my father’s houfes . 


_ Tam the finner, let’me be the fufferer. So willing was he to 
accept of the punifhment of his ‘iniquity, though he was worth 
ten thoufand of them. (2.) How he-intercedes for the peo- 
ple, whofe bitter lamentations made his heart to- ake, and his 


ears to tingle: The/e Soeep, what have they done? Done! why. 


they had done much amifs, it was their fn that provoked God 
to leave David’ to himfelf to do as.he-did ; ‘yet, as became a 
penitent, he is fevere upon his own faults, while he extenuates 


theirs. Mott people, when God’s Judgments are abroad, charge . 


‘others: with being the caufe of them, and care not who falls 
by them, fo they can efeape : but~David’s penitent and public 
fpirit was otherwife affetied, Let. this mind us of the prace 
of our Lord Jefus, who gaye. himfett for our fins, was willing 


» for wood. 
| aking, give unto the king: and» Araunah {nid - 
unto the king, The Lorp thy God accept thee, . 
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God’s hand fhould be againft hina, that we might efcape. The 
fhepherd was {mitten that the fheep might be aed. : 


18 € And Gad came that day to David, 


and faid unto him, Go up, rear an altar unto. 


the Lorp, in the threfhine-floor of Araunah 
the Jebutfite. tg And David, according to 


manded,. 


him: and Araunah went out, and bowed him- 
felf before the king on his face upon the ground, 
2i And Araunah faid, Wherefore is my lord 


the faying of Gad, went up, as the Lora com. 
20 And Araunah looked, and faw- 
the king and his fervants coming on toward. 


the king come to his fervant > And David faid, . 


To buy the thrething-floor of thee, to build an 


altar unto the Lorn, that the plague may be 
flayed from the people. 22 And Araunah faid 
unto David, Let my Jord the king take and of- 


fer up what feemeth good unto him: behold, . 


here be oxen for burnt-facrifice, and threfhing- 
inftruments, and osher inftruments of the oxen 
23 All thefe things did Araunah, ays 


24 And the king faid unto Araunah, Nay; but 


1 will furely buy it of thee at a price: neither - 


will I offer burnt-offerings unto the. Lorp my 
God, of that which doth cot me nothing. So 


David bought the threfhing-floor, and the oxen; . 


for fifty fhekels of filver,. > 5 And David built 
there an altar unto the Lorn, and offered burnt- 


offerings, and peace-oflerings: fo the Loxp was : 


intreated for the.land, and the plague was ftay- 
ed from Ifrael. 


Here is, 1. A command fent to David to ered an. altar in < 


the place where he faw the angel, ver:.18.-. This was to inti- 


mate to David, (1.) That, upon his repeated fubmiffion and - 


humiliation, God was now thoroughly reconciled to him; for -: 


if the Lord had: been leafed to kill him, he ewould not have ac. 
cepted an offering, and.therefore would not have ordered him to 


build an-altar. God’s encouraging us to offer to him fpiritual {- 


crifices, is a comfortable evidence of his reconciling us to him- 


felf (2.) That peace is made between God and finners by - 


facrifice, and not otherwife, even by Chrift the great propitia. . 


tion, of whom all the legal facrifices were. types. It is for hig 
fake that, the deftroying angel is bid to {tay his hand. (3-) 
That.when God’s judgments are gracioufly ftayed, we ought 


to acknowledge it with thankfulnefs.to his: praife. This altar 


was to be for thank-offerings. - Seé Ifa, Xie ts 


2. The purchafe which David made of the ground in order . 


hereunto... Ir:feens the. Owner was a Jebufite, Araunah by % 


ame, profelyted, no doubt,: to the Jewith religion, though b 
birth a Gentile; and therefore allowed not only to dwell a- 
‘mong the..Ifraelites, but to have a poffeffion of his own in a 


city, Lev. xxv. 29,. 30. The piece of ground was a shye ing- - 
Jtoor'; 4 mean. place,. yet thus dignified ; a place of labour, .. 


therefore thus dignified. : Now, 1/, David went in perfon to 


* 


_ the owner to.treat with him. See his ju(tice, that he-would » 


not. 2 


Se ee | 
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not fo much as ufe it in the prefent exigence; though the pro- 
prietor was an alien, though himfelf was a king, and though he 
had exprefs orders from God to rear an altar there, till he had 
bought it, and paid for it. 
ing. See his humility, how far he was from taking {tate ; 
though a king, he was now a penitent 5 and therefore, in to- 
ken of his felf-abafement, he neither fent for Araunah to come 
to him, nor fent another to deal with him, but went himfelf, 
ver. 19.3 and though it looked like a diminution of himfelf, he 
Joft no honour by it. Araunah, when be faw him, went and 
bowed him/eif to the ground before him, ver. 20. Gréat men 
will be never the lefs refpeéted for their humility, but the 
more. 

2dly, Araunan, when he underftood his bufinefs, ver. 21. 
generoufly offered him, not only the ground to build his altar 
on, but oxen for facrifices, and other things that might be of 
aafe to him in the fervice, ver. 22- and all this gratis, and a good 
prayer into the bargain, The Lord thy God acept thee. ‘This 
he did, (1.) Becaufe he had a generous fpirit, with a great e- 
ftate. He gave as a king, ver. 23.5 though an ordinary fub- 
ject, he had the fpirit of a prince. In the Hebrew it 1s, He 
‘gave, even the king to the king ; whence it is fuppofed, that A- 
raunah had been king of the Jebufites in that place ; or was 
defcended from their royal family, though now a tributary to 
David. (2.) Becaufe he had a great honour for David, though 
‘his conqueror, upon the {core of his perfonal merits, and never 
thought he could do too much to oblige him. (3-) Becaufe 
he had an affection to Ifrael, aad earneftly defired, that the 
plague might be flayed; and the honour of its being ftayed at 
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God hates robbery for burnt-offer-. 
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his threfbing-floor, he would account a valuable confideration 
for all he now tendered to David. oP? k 
~ gdly, David refolves to pay the fall value of it, and doth fo, 


ver. 24. Here were two generous fouls well met. Araunab 


is very willing to gives but David is determined to buy, and 
for a good reafon: He will not offer that to God whch coft 
him nothing. We would not take advantage of the pious Je- 
bufite’s generofity to fpunge upon him; thanks him, no doubt, 
for his kind offer ; but pays him now jifly Jrekels of filvery for _ 
the floor and the oxen, for the prefent fervice, and afterwards 
fix hundred fhekels of gold for the ground. adjoining, to build 
the temple on. Note, Thefe know not. what religion is, all 
whofe care it is to make it cheap and eafy to themfelves, and 
are belt pleafed with that which cofts them leaft of pains or 
expence. What have we our fabftance for, but to honour God 
with it: and how can it be better beftowed ? 

3. The building of the altar, and the offering of the proper 
facrifices upon ‘it, ver. 25+ Burnt-offerings, to the glory of 
God?’s juftice in the execution that had been done; and:peace- 
offerings, to the glory of his mercy in the feafonable ftaying of 
the procefs. -Hereupon God fhewed, (it is fappofed by fire 
from heaven confuming the facvifices), that he was intreated for,’ 


- the land, and that.it was in mercy that the plague was remo~ 


ved, and in token of God’s being reconciled both to prince 
and people. -Chrift is-our altar, our facrifice ; in him alone 


| we may expect to find favour with God, to efcape his wrath, 


and the fword, the flaming {word of that cherubim, which Zeeps 
the way of the tree of lifes diag eS 
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1s durable, while the honour of the world is like a mufhroom, which comes up.in a night and 
perifhes in a night. —-—The Bible began with the {tory of patriarchs, and prophets, and judges, 


men whofe converfe with heaven was more 


faith, but it is not fo ealily accommodated to 
fequent hiftory of affairs like ours, under the 


immediate ; the record of which ftrengthens our 
our cafe, now we expect not vifions, as the fub- 
direCtion of common providence. And here alfo 


we find, though not many types and figures of the Meffliah, yet great expectations of him ;_ 


public affairs.——There is, in thefe books, fpecial regard had to the houfe and lineage of Da- 
vid, from which Chrift came.——Some of his fons trode in his fteps, and others did not. The 
characters of the kings of Judah may be thus briefly given. David the Devout, Solomon the 
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“the Mighty, Jotham the Peaceable, Ahaz the Idolater, Hezekiah the Reformer, Manaffeh the 
Penitent, Amon the Obfcure, Jofiah the Tender-hearted, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and 
. Zedekiah, all wicked, and fuch as brought ruin prefently on themfelves and their kingdom.——. 
Lhe number of the good and bad js pretty near equal; but the reigns of the good were gene- 


-nerally long, thofe of the bad fhort. The confideration of which will make the ftate of Ifrael 


not altogether fo bad in. this period as at firft it feems. 


death of David, chap. i. and ii. Il. Fhe glorious reign of Solomon, and his building the temple, 


chap. i. x.; but the cloud his fun fet under, chap. xi. 
in Rehoboam, and his reign and Jeroboam’s, chap. xii.—xiy. 
Afa over Judah, Baatha and Omri over Ifrael, chap. xv. and xvi. 


XVil. XViil. xix. V1, Ahab’s fuccefs again{t Benhadad, his wickednefs and fall, chap. XX.—XXil. 
And in all this hiftory it appears, that ‘kings, though gods to us, are men to God, mortal and 


~ accountable, 


? CAH 7A Retr, 

An this chapter we have,-I. David declining in his health, ver. 
t.—4. II. Adonijah afpiring to the kingdom, and treating 
his party in order to it, ver. 5-—10. IL]. Nathan and 
Bathfoeba contriving ta fecure the Jucceffion to Solom:n, and 

_ prevailing for an order from David té that purpofe, ver. 11, 

~ 31. IV. The anointing of Solomon accordingly, and the 
people’s joy therein, ver. 3 240. V. The effedual //op this 
gave to Adonijah’s ufurpation, and the difperfion of his party 
thereupon, ver. 41,—49. VI. Solomon's difmiffion of Ado- 

- nijab upon bis good behaviour, ver. 50,—53. 


1 N years; and they covered him with 
clothes, but he gat no heat. 2 Wherefore 
his fervants faid unto him, Let there be fought 
for my lord the king a- young virgin, and let 
her ftand before the king, and let her cherifh 
‘him, and let her lie in thy bofom, that my lord 
jie oo 18 et ee 


] O W king David was old, and ftricken in | 


3 So they fought for » 


the king may get heat. 
a fair damfel throught all the coafts of Ifrael, 
and found Abifhag a Shunamite, and brought 
her to the king. 4 And the damfel Was very 
fair, and cherifhed the king, and miniftered to 
him: but the king knew her not. 


David, in the foregoing chapter, had, by the great mercy of ©. 
God, efcaped the fword of the deftroying angel; but our de- 
liverance from, or through, difeafes and dangers, are but re- 
piieves ; if the candle be not blown out, it will.burn out of 
itfelf. We have David here finking under the infirmities of 
old age, and-brought by them to the gates of the grave. He™ 
that cometh up out of the pit Soall fall into the fare s and one 
way or other we muft needs die, 

1. It wéuld trouble one to fee David f infirm. He was 
old, and his natural heat.fo walted, that no clothes could keep 
him warm, ver.1. David had been a valiant aétive man, and 
a man of bufinefs, and very vehement had the fame always been 
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in his breaft ; and: yet now his blood is chilled and ftagnated ; 
he is confined to his bed, and there can get no heat. He was 
now 70 years old. Many at that age are as lively and fit for 
bufinefs as ever ; but David was now chaftifed for his former 
fins, efpecially that in the matter of Uriah, and felt from his 
former toils, and the hardfhips he had gone through in his 
youth, which then he made nothing of, but now was the worle 
for. Let not the frrong man glory in his firength, which may 

© {oon be weakened by ficknefs, or at laft will be weakened by 

‘old age. ‘Let young people remember their Creator in the days 
of their youth, before thele evil days come. What our hands 
find to, do for God, and our fouls, and our generations, /et ws 
‘do it. with all our might, becaufe the night comes, the night of 
old age, in which no man can work ; and when our ftrength 
3s gone, it will be a comfort to remember we ued it well. 
2. It would trouble one to fee his phyficians fo weak and 
unfkilfol, that they knew no other way of relieving him, but 
by outward applications : No cordials, no fpirits. But, (1 a) 
They covered him with clothes, which, where there is any in- 
ward heat, will keep it in, and fo increafe it ; but where it is 
not, they have none to communicate ; no, not royal clothing. 
‘Elihu makes it a difficulty to underftand how our garments are 
avarm upon us, Job xxvii. 17-3 but if God deny his blefling, 
men. clothe them, and there 1s none warm, Hag,1. 6. David 
here was not. (2.) They ordered him a young bed-fellow, 
yer. 2, 3, 4. A foolith project it was, to. prefcribe nuptials 
to one that fhould rather have been preparing for his funeral ; 
but. they. knew what would gratify. their own corruptions ; and, 
perhaps,, were too willing to gratify bis, under colour of con- 
fulting his health ; his prophets fhould have been‘ confulted, as 
well as his phyficians, in an affair of this mature.. However, 
this might be excufed then, when.even good men. ignorantly 
allowed themfelves in the having of many wives. We how 

‘|, have-not. fo; learned of. Chrift ; but ave taught, that one man 

mult have but one wife, Matth. xix. 5.5 and that farther, /¢ 
is not for a man. to touch a woman, 1 Cor. vil, 1. That Abi- 
fhag was married to David before fhe lay with him, and. was 
his fecondary-wife, appears by the imputation of it as a great 
_-erime to, Adonijah, that he defired to marry her (chap. ii. 22.) 
> after. his fathet’s death.’ 
~ +g YF Then Adonijah the fon of Haggith ex- 
alted himfelf, faying, I will be king: and he 
_ prepared him chariots and horfemen, and fifty 
men to.run before. . 6 And his father had not |” 
» difpleafed, him at any, time, in faying, Why 
haft: thou done fo? and, he alfo was a very — 
goodly man ; and his mother bare him after — 
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tleman, and that he was next in age> and, (as, it is proved), > 
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2. He in return made a fool of his father : becanfe he was 


: (1.) He, looks upon _- 
the days of mourning for his father ‘to be at hand; ‘and. there- 


+ 


Abfalom, 1 And | e@.¢ onferred ‘with Joab the | reigns} ver. 18.55 and'Gad fave king Adonijah, ver. 25. © His 
“Tits Lego CC COP ipg. Di nT} vi Bi PSS . at . af i ds § : 5 
« fon of Leruiah, and with, Abiathar . the, prieft - | father is not fit to govern, for he is old and paft it; nor Solomon,. 


-and they followingy Adonyah,i/helped him. 8 


take it 
Sesee tee tp aJhin ‘ eB Aft 2S! iM SUEY Ita tet ~ 
children to infult over their parents, becaufe of the infirmities of. - 
nO TH ow See = 


e high’ prie(t,'ver. 6. Phat he ‘fh 


~“paiah, and’ the nughty men,’ “and “Solom 


a OFTR2G POETS Ee ays Mob Lie 4 igh) aye , Lé: 
Arother, he called not. oR 
ny s , \ 


him, and help them. They were old men, that had been ~ 
oublefome of his — 
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fhould not eafily be wheedled, "They could not propofe any 
_ advantage to themfelves by it, for'they were both at the top 
‘of their preferment, and {tood faft in it. They tould not be 
ignorant of the entail of the crown upon Solomon, which it 


Was not in their power:to cut off; and whom therefore, it was 
their intereft to oblige. But God, in this matter, left them 
to themfelyes, perhaps, to corre& them for fome former mif. | 


carriages, with a rod of their own snaking: We are told, 
ver. 8.'who they were, that were of fach approved fidelity 
to David, that Adonijah had«not the confidence fo much as 
to propofe it to them ; Zadok, Benaiah, and Nathan, A man 
that has proofs of his refolute adherence to that which is good, 
‘thall not be afked to do any ill thing. (3.) Hejprepared a great 
entertainment, (ver. g.), at En-rogel, not far from Jerufalem ; 
his guefts were the’ King’s fons, and the king’s fervants, whom 
he feafted and’ carrefled, to ‘bring them over to his party ; but 
Solomon was not invited, either becanfe he defpifed him, or 
becaufe he defpaired of him; ver. 10. Such as ferve their own 


belly, and will be in the intereft of thofe that will feaft them, . 


~ what fide foever they are of, ‘are an: eafy prey to feducers, 


~ Rom. xvi. 18. ‘Some think Adonijah flew thefe fheep and 
oxen, even fat ones for facrifice, and that-it was a religious 


» feaft he made, beginning his wfurpation with a thew of devo- 
_ tion, as Abfaloth, under colour of a vow, 2 Sam. xv. 7: 


- come in after thee, and confirm thy words. 15_ 


_ prieft himfelf on his fide. 


then doth Adonijah reign ? 


which he might do the more plaufibly, when he had the high- 
It is pity any occafion fhould ever 
be given to fay, Zn nomine Domini incipit omne malum; and 
‘that religious exercifés fhould be made to patronize Unrighteous 
practices. = 3200) ¥ 


"11 § Wherefore Nathan’ {pake unto Bath. | 


fheba the mother of Solomon, faying, Haft 
thou not heard that Adonijah the fon of. Hag- 
gith doth reign, and David: our lord knoweth 
#% not? 12 Now therefore come, let me, 1 
pray thee, give thee counfel, that thou mayett 
faye thine own life, and the life of thy fon So- 
lomon. 13 Go, and get thee in unto king 
David, an 
lord O king, {wear unto thine handmaid, fay- 
ing, Affuredly Solomon thy fon fhall reign af- 
ter me, and he fhall fit upon my throne? why 
14 Behold, while 
thou yet talkeft there with the king, I will alfo 


[And Bath-fheba went in unto the king, into 
_ the chamber: and the king was very old; and 


iy 


wey 
hee 


bite. _ thou knowelt* 7 not. ~t9 And he hath. flain - 
a oxen, and fat cattle, and fheep “in abundance, 
X efaibbesh cated all the fons of the king, and 


eget 


, Abifhag the Shuriamite miniftered unto the 


cit 16 And Bath-theba bowed, and did o- 
beilance unto the king: and the king. faid, 

‘hat wouldit: thou? 137 And fhe faid unto 
him, My lord, thou fwareft by the Lorp thy 
God unto thine handmaid, Jaying, Affuredly 


Solomon thy fon fhall reign after me, and he | 
hall fit upon my throne; 18 And now behold, 


_ » Adonijah reigneths.and now-my lord the king, 


_ 4sblathar the prieit, and Joab the captain. of 


KouhiuN “G6, 


fay unto him, Didft-not thou, my 


formed her. 
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the hoft: but Solomon thy fervant hath he not 


called. 20 And thou, my lord O king, the’ 
eyes of all Ifrael are upon. thee, that thou. 
fhouldft tell them who fhall fit on the throne. 


of my lord the king after him.. 21 Othetwife 
it fhall come to pafs, when my lord the king 
fhall fleep with his fathers, that Land my fon 
Solomon fhall be ‘counted offenders. 22 q And 


lo; while the yet talked with the king, Nathan. 


the prophet alfo came in. 23 And they told 
the king, faying, Behold, Nathan the prophet. 


And when he was come in, before the king, he . 


bowed himfelf before the king, with his. face 
to the ground. 24 And Nathan faid, My lord 
O king, haft thou faid, Adonijah fhall reign 
after me, and he fhall fit upon my throne? 
25 For he is gone down this day, and hath flain 
oxen, and fat cattle, and fheep in abundance, 
and hath called all the king’s fons; andthe 
captains of the hoft, and Abiathar the priéft ; 
and behold, they eat and drink before him, 
and fay, God fave king Adonijah.. 26 But me, 
even me thy fervant, and Zadok the prieft, and 
Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada, and thy’ fervant 
Solomon hath he not called. 27 Is this thing 
done by my lord the king, and thou haft not 


. fhewed i¢ unto thy fervant, who fhould fit on 


the throne of my lord the king after him? 28 


{| Then king David anfweréd and faid; Call 


me Bath-fheba: and fhe came into the king’s 
prefence, and ftood before the king, 29 And 
the king fware, and faid, 4s the lord liveth, 
that hath redeemed my foul out of all diftrefs, 
30 Even as I fware unto thee by the Lorp God 


of lfrael, faying, Affuredly Solomon’ thy fon . 


fhall reign after me, and he fhall fit upon my 
throne in my ftead; even fo will I certainly do 
thisday. 31 Then Bath-fheba bowed with her 
face to the earth, and did reverence to’ the king, 
and faid, Let my lord king David live for ever. 

We have here the effectual endeavours that were ‘ufed by 


~ Nathan and Bath-fheba, to obtain from David 4 ‘ratification 


of Solomon’s fuccefion, for the crufhing of Adonijah’s ufurpa- 
tion. (1.) David himfelf knew not.of what was in doing. 
Difobedient children think they are well enough if they can 
but keep their good old parents ignorant of their ill courfes; 
but a dird of the air will carry the voice. (2.) Bath-theba 


lived retired, and knew nothing of it neither,~«ill Nathan in- 
Many get very comfortably through this world, 

-that know little how the. world goes. 
dikely, knew of it }-but was a deaf man that heard not. Though 
he had years, and wifdom above his years ; yet we do not 


(3+) Solomon; it ‘is 


find that he ftirred to oppofe Adonijah, but quietly compofed 


himfelf, and Jeft it to God aid his friends to order the matter. » 


Hence David, in his pfalm for Solomon, obferves, that while 


7 meny in purfuit of the world ‘in vain, ‘rife carly and fitiup late, 


God giveth his beloved (his Jedidiah) Sleepy im giving thénr to be 
rt Bide ad “* ealy, 
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eafy, and gain their point without ado, Pfal. cxxvii. r, 2. 
How then is the defign brought about ? 
1, Nathan the prophet alarms Bath-fheba, poffefeth her 
with the cafe, and puts her in a way to get an order from the 
king, for the confirming of Solomon's title. He was con- 
cerned, becaufe he knew God’s mind, and David’s, and If 
rael’s intereft ; it was by him that God had named Solomon 
Jedidiah, 2 Sam. xii. 25. and therefore he could not fit {till 
and fee the throne ufurped, which he knew was his night, by 
the will of him from whom promotion cometh, When crowns 
were difpofed of by immediate dire@ion from Heaven, no 
marvel, that prophets were fo much interelted and employed 
in that matter ; but now it is common providence that rules 
the affairs of the kingdom of men, Dan. iv. 32. the fubordi- 
nate agency mutt be left to common perfons; and let not pro- 
phets intermeddle in them, but keep to the affairs of the king- 
dom of God among men. —Nathan applies himfelf to Bath- 
fheba, as one that had the greateft coicern for Solomon, and 
could have the freeft accefs to David. He acquaints her with 
Adonijah’s attempt, ver. r1. andcthat it was not David’s con- 
fent or privity. He fuggells ‘to her,, that not only Solomon 


was in danger of lofing the crown; but that he and fhe too were . 


in danger of lofing their lives, if Adonijah prevailed. A hum- 
ble fpirit may be indifferent toa crown, and may be content, 
notwithftanding the profpeat of it, to fit down fhort of the 
poffeffion of it; but the law of felf-prefervation, and the fixth 
commandment, obliges us to ufe all poflible endeavours to fe- 
cure our own life, and the life of others. Now, faith Na- 
than, let me give thee counfel how to fave thy own life, and the 
life of thy fon, ver. 12. Such as this is the counfel that Chrift’s 
minilters give us, in his name, to give all diligence, not only 
that no man take our crown, Rev. ii. 11- but that we /ave our 
ives, even the lives of our fouls.— He direéts her, ver. 1 3. to 
30 to the king, to mind him of his word and oath, that So- 
Jomon fhould be his fucceffor; and, to afk him in the moft hum- 
ble manner, Why doth Adonija D reign ? He thought David 
-was not fo cold but this wou! 1 warm him ; confcience, as well 
as fenfe of honour, would put life into im upon fuch an oc- 
cafion as this ; and he promifeth, ver. 14. that while the was 
reafoning with the king upon this matter, he would come ‘in 
and fecond her, as if he came accidentally ; which, perhaps, 


the king might look upon as a {pecial providence, (and as he . 


was one that took notice of fuch evidences, 1 Sam. xxy. Se 
33-)3. or, however, it would help to awaken him fo much the 
more. 


Hy. makes her application to the king, on the 
a 


no time, but prefent 
fame errand that’ Ether came on to king Ahafuerus, to inter- 


cede for her life. She needed not wait for a call, as Ether + 


did, the knew fhe fhould be welcome at any time; but it is ta- 


ken notice of, that, when fhe vifited the king, Abifhag was mi- . 
niftering to him, ver. 1 5. and Bath-fheba took no difpleafure - 
Alfo, that the lowed, and did o- | 


either at him or her for it. 
beifance to the king, ver. 16. in token of her refpect to him, 
both as her prince and as her hufband; fuch a genuine daugh- 


ter of Sarah was fhe, thaf obeyed Abraham, calling-him lord. _ 


They that would find favour with ‘faperiors, mutt thew them. 


reverence, and be dutiful to thofe who they expec fhould be | 
‘kind to them.—Her addrefs to the king on ‘this occafion is ve- 
ry difcreet. 1.) She minds him of his promife made to her, | 
and confirmed with a folemn oath, that Solomon fhould fucceed | 
She knew how falt this would hold: fach a 


him, ver. 17. 
confcientious man as David was. 


= 


- nijah reigns in. competition with. thee for the prefent, and in a 
~eontradiction ta ‘thy promife for tht future... The fault is not. | 


tree 


Ke De Gy: 


i Bath-theba, according to his advice and direétion, lofes — 


(2.).She informs him'of | i 
Adonijah’s attempt, which. he was ignorant: of, ver. 18, Ado- 
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s 


| 20. The eyes of all [frael are upon thee; not only as.a king, for fe 


that te Jpirit of the Lord fpake by him, 2 Sam. xxxii. 1,2, 


be an oracle and a law to 


fheba), they expect, and it 


tually quafh all Adonijah’s 
the lips of the king. 


A divine Sentence is im 
roe yad Mi coe - 


traitors, and dealt with accordingly.—Ufurpers are mofticrueh. 
If Adonijah had got into the throne, he would not haye dealt — 
fo fairly with Solomon, as Solomon did with him.—Thofe who, 


again{t right, force their entrance, it is at their utmoft pertl — 


eR 


t the: 7s 
fame refpect, now he finds him fick in bed, that ie he fear 


which his charaéter would fupport. him, 
of the king’s {pirits. made it “neceflary the e TOU e. 
(1.) He makes the fame reprefentation of Adonijah’s ‘attemp ees 
that Bath-fheba had made, ver. 2 5, 26. adding, that his party) a 
were already got to that height o out, God? 
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_ nefs againft the ufurpation, and declare Solomon his fucceffor. 


If it be, why is not Nathan made acquainted with it, who is 


not only in general the king’s confident, but is particularly con- 


cerned in this matter, having been employed to notify to Da. . 


vid the mind of God, concerning the facceffion 3. but if my 
Jord the king knows nothing of the matter, (as certainly he. 
doth not), what daring infolence is Adonijah and_ his party 
guilty of! Thus he endeavours to incenfe David againit them, 
that he might ag the more vigoroufly for the fupport of Solo- 
mon’s intereft, Note, Good men would do their duty if they 


_ were minded of it, and put upon it, and told what occafion. 


there is for them to appear; and thofe who are their remem- 
brancers, do them @ real kindnefs, as Nathan here did ta Da- 

Wid. et fra a8 ich Set 

4- David hereupon made a 

adherence to his former refolation, that Solomon fhould be his 
fucceffor. Beth-fheba is called in, ver. 28, and to her, as ac- 
ting for, and on the behalf ‘of her fon, the king gives thefe 
freth affurances. ; 


cath ; owns that he had Jworn unto her, by the Lord God of 
Lfrael, that Solomon JSoould reign after him, vet» 30.° Though 


he be old, and his memory begins to fail him, yet he remem- 
bers this. Note, Aa oath is {o facred a thing, that the obli-_ 


gations of it, cannot be broken, and fo folemo a thing, that the 


impreffions of it, one would think, cannot be forgotten. Ga). 


oye 


eae tence tell ; eh Seats eee wh 
He ratifies, it with another, becaufe the occafion called for it: 


As the Lord liveth that hath redeemed my Joul out of all difirefr,. 


even fo will I certainly do this day, without difpute, without 
delay. His form of fwearing feems to be what he commonly 
ufed on folemin. occafions ; for we find it, 2 Sam. iv. 9. And 
it carries in it a grateful acknowledgement of the goodnefs of 
God to him, in bringing him fafe through the many difficul- 
ties and hardfhips which had lain in his way ; and which he 
now makes mention of to the glory of Ged, as Jacob, when . 
he lay a-dying, Gen xlviii.. 16. thus fetting to his feal, from 
his own experience, that that was true which the Spirit of the 
Lord fpake by him, Pfal. xxxiv. 2. The Lord redecmeth the 
foul of his fervants. Dying faints ought to be witneffes for 
God, and fpeak of him as they have found. Perhaps, he 
{peaks thus, on this occafion, for the encouragement of his fon 
and fucceffor, to.truft in God in the diftreffes he alfo might 
Me ae ee ne 
. Bath-theba receives thefe a furances, (ver, 31.) (1..) With 
preat complaifance to the King’ $ per fon; fhe did reverence. to 


him, while Adonijah and his party affronted him. “(2.) With" 


hearty good wifhes to the king’s health ; Jet him live, So far 


-was the from thinking he lived too.long, that the prayed he 


“might live for ever, if it were poilible, to adorn the crown, he | 


wore, and to be a blefling to his people. We fhould earnettly 


‘defire the prolonging of ufefal lives, however It_ may be the 
poltponing of any advantages of our own, 3 


32 § And king David faid, Call me Zadok: | 


the prieft, and Nathan’ the prophet, and “Bez® 
naiah the fon of Jehoiada. “And they canie be_ 


QNyA 


fore the king. 33 The king alfo. faid. unto, hi 


\ 


them -Take with you the fervants of yourJord, i 
and caufe Solomon my! fon: tov ride ‘iuipon mine» 
own mule, and bring him down torGihort.. 3," mp 


And let Zadok the prieft, and Nathan the pio-” 
vert 7 A Ret ieerrd ay i, 4 Todetiiti } 


phet, anoint him there. king over dirael : and, 


blow ye with the trumpet,,.and fay, God fave 


King Solomon. 35 ‘Then ye fhall come up af. 
ter him, thathe may” come’ and ‘fit upon “fy’ 


(1-) He repeats bis former -promife and — 
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throne ; for he fhall be king in my_ilead ; and 
I have appointed him to be ruler over Ifracl, 
and over Judah. 36 And Benaiah the fon of 
Jehoiada anfwered the king, and faid, Amen : 
the Lorp God of my lord the king fay fo ros. 
37 As the Lorp hath been with my lord the 
king, even fo be he with Solomon, and make 
his throne greater than the throne of my lord »~ | 
king David. 38 So Zadok the prieft, and Na- 
than the prophet, and Benaiah the fon of Jeho- 
jada, and the Cherethites,,.and the Pelethites, 


‘@folemn declaration of his fim | Went down, and caufed Solomon to ride upon: 


king David’s mule, and brought him to Gihon. 
39 And_ Zadok the prieft took an horn of oil 
out of the tabernacle, and anointed Solomon : 
and they blew the trumpet, and all the people 
faid, God fave king Solomon. 40 And all the 
_ People came up after him, 2nd the people piped. 
with pipes, and rejoiced with great. joy, fo that, 
the earth rent with the found of them. . 


‘We have here the effectual care David took, both to fecure: 
Solomon’s right, and to preferve the public peace, by, crufhing: 
Adonijah’s proje& in the bud. Obferve, — WG ant Gee 

1. The exprefs orders he gave for the proclaiming of Solo. Px 
mon. The perfons he intrufted with this great affair, were: 

_ Zadok, Nathan, and Benaiah, men of power and interelt, whom > 
_ David'had always repofed a confidence in; and found faithful 
to him, and whom Adohijah had paffed by in his invitation, 
ver. 10. David orders thein forthwith, with all the folemnity at 
that might be, to proclaim’ Solomon’:. they mult take” with re 
them the fervants of their lord, the life-guards, and “all. the fer=" 
vants of the houfehold ;. they mult fet “Solomon on the mule: 
the king ufed to ride, for he kept not fuch {tables of horfes as. 
his fon afterwards did; he appoints them whether. to: go, Neneeea. 
33- and ver. 34, 35. what to do. (1.) Zadok and Nathan,” 
the two ecclefiaftical: perfons, mutt in God’s name anoint him. 
king > for though he was not the firlt of his family, as Saul’ 
and David were, yet he was a younger fon, was made king by 
_ divine appointment, and his title was contefted, which made it. 
‘neceflary, that hereby it fhould be fettled. This unétioa was. 
Om. “pe iy! . 2 BIQDOS 4) Ashi LIBRO 
typical of the defignation and: qualification of “the Mefhiah, or- 


by TEE 


this.occafion by. found of trumpet, by which the law. of Mofes 


the: 
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the honour of appearing fo in his lifetime; and yet, perhaps, 
was fo taken up with his devotions on his fickbed, that if he 
had not been put in mind of it by others, this great good work, 
which was fo neceflary to the public repofe, had been left un- 
done. 

2. The great fatisfaftion which Benaiah, in the name of the 
reft, profeffed in thefe orders. The king faid, Solomon fhall 
reign for me, and reign after me: Amen, (faith Benaiah very 
heartily) ; as the king faith, fo fay we; we are all entirely fatis- 
fied in the nomination, and concur in the choice; we give our 
vote for Solomon, nemine contradicente. And fince we can 
bring nothing to pafs, much lefs eftablifh it, without the con- 
currence of a propitious providence, Dhe Lord God of my lord 
the king fay fo too, ver. 36. ‘This is the language of his faith 
in that promife of God on which Solomon’s government was 

“founded. If we fay as God faith in his word, we may hope 
that he will fay as we fay by his providence. To this he adds 
a prayer for Solomon, ver. 37. that God would be with him 
as he had been with David, and make his ¢hrone greater.. He 


knew David was none of thofe that envy their childrens great-. 
-nefs, and therefore that he would not be difquieted at this — 


prayer, nor take it as an‘affront, but would heartily fay Amen 
to it. The wifeft and beft man in the world defires his chil- 
dren may be wifer and better than he, for he himfelf defires to 
be wifer and better than he is ; and wifdom and goodnefs are 
-true greatnefs. a) 
3. The immediate execution of thefe orders, ver. 28, 39, 
40. No time was loft, but Solomon was brought in ftate. to 
the place appointed; and there Zadok (who, though he was 
not as yet high prieft, was, we may fuppofe, the fuffragan, the 
Jews called him the Sagar, or fecond prief?) anointed him, by 
the direétion of Nathan the prophet, and David the king, ver. 
39. In the tabernacle, where the ark was now lodged, .was 
kept, among other facred things, the holy oil, for many religi- 
_ous fervices; thence Zadok took a horn of cil, which notes 
both power and plenty, and therewith anointed Solomon. , We 
:do not find that Abiathar pretended to anoint Adonijah ; he 
was made king by a feaft, not by an unétion; whom God 
calls; he will qualify, which was fignified by the anointing ; u- 
{urpers had it not. 
~whorh God hath /et upon his holy hill of Zion, according to 
' the decree, Pfal. ii. 6, 7. Chriftians alfo are made to our God 
(and by him) dings; and they have an undion from the holy 
One, 1 John it. 20. The people hereupon exprefs their great 


joy and fatisfadtioa in the elevation of Solomon, furrounded © 
him with their Hofannas, God fave king Solomon, and attended ‘ 


"him with their mufic and fhouts of joy, ver. 40. Hereby they 

_ declared their concurrence in the choice, and that he was not 

, forced upon them, bat chearfully accepted by them. The 
power of a prince can be little fatisfaGtion to himfelf, unlefs he 
‘Knows ‘it to be a fatisfaction to his people. Every Ifraelite in- 
‘deed rejoiceth in the exaltation of the Son of David. 

41 © And Adonijah, and all the guefts that 
were with him, heard 7¢, as they had made an 
end of eating: and when Joab heard the found 
‘of the trumpet, he faid, WHerefore is this noife 

_ of the city, being in-an uproar? 42 And while 
he yet fpake, behold, Jonathan the fon of A- 
biathar the prieft came, and Adonijah faid un- 


to him, Come in, for thou art a valiant man, 


and bringeft good tidings. 43 And Jonathan 


_ anfwered and faid to Adonijah, Verily our 
_* dord king David hath made Solomonking. 44. 
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day, mine eyes even feeing if. 


nefs fhall be found in him, he fhall die. 
Chrift fignifies anointed, and he is the king ~ 


dinner glutting themfelves.« Thus they who erve not ou 


‘meffenger, being a worthy man, brings | good: tiding. 


are commonly leaft timorous, whofe conditio 


~ Chap. L 
And the king hath fent unto him Zadok the 
prieft, and Nathan the prophet, and Bena- 
jah the fon of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, 
and the Pelethites, and they have caufed him 
to ride upon the king’s mule. 45 And Zadok 
the prieft, and Nathan the prophet, have a- 
nointed him king in Gihon: and they are 


‘come up from thente rejoicing, fo that the ‘ci- 


ty rang again: this 7s the noifé that ye have 
heard. 46 And alfo Solomon fitteth on the 
throne of the kingdom. 47 And moreover, the 


“pe 
rte cae 


' king’s fervants came to blefs our lord king Da- 


vid, faying, God make the name of Solomon 
better than thy name, and make his throne 
greater than thy throne: and the king bowed 
himfelf upon the bed. 48 And alfo thus faid 
the king, Biefled be the Lorp God of Ifrael, 
which hath given one to fiton my throne this 
49 And all the 
guefts that were with Adonijah, were afraid, 
and rofe up, and went every man his way. 
50 And Adonijah feared becaufe of Solomon, 


and arofe, and-went, and caught hold on the 


horns of the altar. 51 And it was told Solo- 
mon, faying, Behold, Adonijah feareth king So- 
lomon : for lo, he hath caught hold on the horns 
of the altar, faying, Let king Solomon fwear 
unto me to-day, that he will not flay his fervant 
with the fword. 52 And Solomon faid, If he 
will thew himfelf a worthy man, there fhall not 
an hair of him fall to the earth: but if wicked- 
: aie: 255 88 
king Solomon fent, and they brought him down 
from the altar; and he came and bowed him- 
felf to king Solomon: and Solomon faid unto 


| him, Go to thine houfe. De is. 
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~ good tidings? No; the worthie{t men will bring them the worft 
news, as the prieft’s fon did here to’ Adonijah: ver. 43. Ve- 
rily, the belt tidings I have to bring you is, that So/omon is 
made king, fo-that your pretenfions are all quafhed. 

' Herelates.to them very particularly, (1.} With what great 
folemnity Solomon was made king, ver. 44, 45- and that he 
was now iting on the throne of the kingdom, ver, 46. Ado- 

_ mijah thought to have ftept into the throne before him 5 but 
Solomon was too quick for him, (2.) With what general 
fatisfaction Solomon was made king, fo that whicl was done 
was not likely to be undone again. [1.] The people were 
Senge : You have their joyful acclamations, ver. 45. [2.} 

The courtiers are pleafed : The king’s fervants attended him 
with an addrefs of congratulation. upon the occafion, ver. 47. 
We have here the heads of their addrefs: They bleffed king 
David, applauded his prudent care for the public welfare, ac- 
knowledged their happinefs under his government, and prayed 

heartily for his recovery. They prayed alfo for Solomon, 
that God would make his name better than his father’s ; which 
it might ‘be, when he liad his father’s foundation to build 
jupon. A child on a giant’s.fhoulders; is. taller than the giant 
himfelf. [3.] The king himfelf is pleafed: He bowed him- 

pif upon the bed, not only to fignify his acceptance of his fer- 
wants addrefs, but to offer up his own addrefs to God: ver. 

48. Bleffed be the’! Lord God of frael, who, as Ufrael’s God, 
for Ifrael’s good, has brought this matter to fuch a happy iffue, 
tine eyes even’ feeing it. Note, It is a great fatisfaction te pood 

Men, when they are goieg out of the world, to fee the affairs 
of their families in a good’ pofture, their children rifing up in 
‘their ftead to ferve God and their generation; and efpecially 
to {ee peace upon Ifrael, and the eftablifhment of it. 

2. The effectual crufh which this gave to Adonijah’s at- 
tempt :' It fpoiled their fport, difperfed their company, and o- 
Wliged every man to fhift for his own fafety. The triumphing 
of the wicked is foort. ‘It was a caftle in the air that they were 

building; which, having’ no foundation, would foon come down 
about their ears: they’were afraid of being taken in the man- 
ner, (as we fay), while they were together, hatching their trea- 
fon ; and therefore each one made the beft of his way. ’ 

_ The terror Adonijah himfelf was in, and the courfe he took 
to fecure himfelf: He was not fo much elevated, ver. 42. but 
he is as much funk, ver. 50. He had defpifed Solomon as 
not worthy to be his gueft, ver. 10. but now he dreads him as 
his judge: He feared becaufe of Solomon.—Thus they who 


oppofe Chrift and his kingdom, will thortly be made to trem. 


ble before him, ard call in vain to rocks and mountains to fhel- 
ter them: from his wrath. He took hold on the horns of the al- 
tar, which was always looked upon as a fan&tuary, or place of 
refuge, Exod. xxi. 14.; intimating hereby, that he durft not 


' ftand a trial, but threw himfelf upon the mercy of his prince ;. 


tn fuing for which he relied upon no other plea, but only the 
merey of God which was manifefted in the inftitution and ac- 
eeptance of the facrifices that were offered on that altar, and 
the remiflion of. fin thereupon.—Perhaps Adonijah had for- 
merly flighted the fervice of the altar; yet now he courts the 
protection of it. Many that, in the day of their fecurity, ne- 
‘gle& the preat falvation, under the arrefts ‘of the terrors of the 
 Eord, would’ gladly be beholden to Chrift and his merit, and, 
when it is: too latey will catch hold of the horns of that altar. 
4. His'humble addrefs to Solomon for mercy. By thofe 
who brought Solomon tidings where hé was, he fent a requeft 
~Mfori his “life ver. gt. 3 Let king Solomon fwear to me that he 


his fervant; dares not jultify: himfelf, but makes 
ion’ to his judge... It. was a.great. change with him: he 


will not flay bis fervant. He owns Solomon for his prince, 
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rows. But how can thofe who do ill things, expeét to have | 


that in the morning was prafping at a crown, is before night 
begging for his hfe. Then Adonijah reigns, now Adonijah 
trembles ; and cannot think himfelf fafe, unlefs Solomon pro- 
mife with an oath not to put him to death. 

§. The orders Solomon gave concerning him. He dif- 


_ charged him upon his good behaviour, ver. 52, 53. He con- 


fiders he is his brother; it was the firft offence, perhaps, be- 
ing fo foon made fenfible of his error, and then not perfifting 


_ in his rebellion, he might prove, not only a peaceable, but a 


ferviceable fubje& ; and therefore if he will approve himfelf 
well for the future, what is paft fhall be pardoned ; but if he 
be found difaffeéted, turbulent, and afpiring, this offence fhall 
be remembered againft him; he fhall be called up upon his 


| former conyiétion (as our law fpeaks), and execution awarded 
| againft him. Thus the Son of David receives thofé to mercy 
; that have been rebellious; if they will return to their allegiance, 
, and be faithful to’ their fovereign, their former crimes fhall 
} not be mentioned again{t them ; but if ftill they continue “in 
| the interefts of the world and the flefh, that will be their min. 
| Adonijah is fent for, and told upon what terms he ftands; 
| which he fignifies his grateful fubmiffion to; and then is bid 
| to go to his houfe, and live retited there. 


Solomon not only 
gave him his life, but his eftate, thus ¢/labli/bing -Lis throne by 
mercy. 


C.H AP... T. 


| In this chapter we have David fetting, and Solomon at the fame 
time rifing. I. The conclufion of David's reign with his life. ° 


(1.) Phe charge he gives to Solomon upon his death-bed, in 
general to ferve God, ver. 1,—4. in particular concerning 
Joab, Barzillai, and Shimei, ver. 5,—9. (2.) His death 
~and burial, and the years of his reign, ver. 10, 1. II. 
The beginning of Solomon’s reign, ver. 12. Though he was 
to be a prince of peace, he began his reign with fome remark- 
able aéts of juftice, (1.) Upon Adonijah, whom he put ta death 
for his afpiring pretenfions, ver..13,—23. . (2.) Upon A- 
biathar, whom he depofed from the high priefthood for Jiding 
with Adonyah, ver. 26, 27. ° (3-) Upon Foab whom he 
put to death for his late treafon, and former murders, ver. 28, 
—35-. (4.) Upon Shimet, whom, for curfing David, he 


confined to Ferufalem, ver. 36,—38.; and three years after, . 


Sor tranfgreffing the rules, put him to death, ver. 39,—46. 


lta: the days of David drew nigh, that he 
“ fhould die; and he charged Solomon his 
fon, faying, 21 go the way of all the earth: 
be thou ftrong therefore, and fhew) thyfelf a 
man. 3 And keep the charge of the Lorp thy - 
God, to walk in his ways, to’ keep his ftatutes, 
and his commandments, and his judgments, and 
his teflimonies, as it is written in the law of Mo- 
fes; that thou mayft profper in all that thou doft, 


and. whitherfoever thou turneft thyfelf: 4 That — 
the Lorpmay continue his word which hedpake - 
concerning me, faying, If thy children take~ 
heed. to their way, .to walk before me in truth, .. 
with all their heart and with all their foul, there 


fhall.not fail thee (faid he) a man on the throne 
of Ifrael. . 5 Moreover, thou knoweft alfo what 
Joab the fon of Zeruiah did to me, and what he 
did to the two.captains of the hefts of Ifrael, un- 


,to Abner the fon of Ner, and.unto Amafa the 


fon. 


s 


D 
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fon of Jether, whom he flew, and fhed the blood 
of war in peace, and put the blood of war upon 
his girdle that was about his loins, and in his 
{hoes that were on his feet. 6 Do therefore ac- 
cording to thy wifdom, and let not his hoar head 
“go down to the grave in peace. 4 But fhew 
kindnefs unto’the fons of Barzillai the Gileadite, 
and let them be of thofe that eat at thy table: 
for fo they came to me when I fled becaufe of 
Abfalom thy brother. 8 And behold, thou haft 
with thee Shimei the fon of Gera, a Benjamite 
of Bahurim, which curfed me with a grievous 
curfe, in the day when I went to Mahanaim: 
but he came down to meet me at Jordan, and 


I {ware to him by the Lorn, faying, I will not. 


put thee to death with the fword. 9 Now there- 
fore held him not guiltlefs: for thou art a wife 
man, and knoweft what thou oughteft to do un- 
to him; but his hoar head bring thou down to. 


the grave with blood. -1o So David flept with 


his fathers, and was buried in the city of Da- 
vid. 11 And the days that David reigned over 
Afrael, were forty years: feven years reigned he 
in Hebron, and thirty and three years reigned 
he in Jerufalem. ; 


David, that, great and good man, is here a dying man, ver. 

, 4. and a dead man, ver. to. It is well. there is another life 
after this; for death {tains all the glory of this, and lays it in 
the duft. We have here, 

_ ¥irft, The charge and inftru€tions which David, when he 
was dying, gave to Solomon his fon and declared fucceffor. 
He feels himfelf declining, and is not backward to own it, nor 
afraid to hear or fpeak of dying: 7 go the way of all the earth, 

_ ver. 2. Hebrew, Lam walking in it. Note, (1) Death is a 
‘way ; not only a period of this life, but a paflage to a better. 


(2.) It is the way of all the earth, of all mankind who dwell 


on earth, and are themfelves earth, and therefore muft return 
to their earth. Even the fons and heirs of heaven, muft 
89 the way of all the earth, they muff needs die; but they 
walk with pleafure in this way, through the valley of - the 
Shadow of death, Pfal. xxiii. 4. Prophets, and even kings, 
muft go this way to brighter light and honour than prophecy 
or fovereignty. David is going this way, rand. therefore gives 
- Solomon direGtions what to do. 

_ 4. He chargeth him in general to keep God’s command- 
ments, and to make confcience of his duty, ver. 2,—4. He 
prefcribes to him, (1.) A good rule to aét by ; the divine will; 
govern thyfelf by that. David’s charge to him is, to keep the 
charge of the Lord his God. The authority of a dying father 
is much, but nothing to that of a living God. There.are great 


trufts which we are charged with by the Lord our God, let us + 


Keep them carefully, as thofe that mutt give account; and excel- 
Jent ftatutes, which we muft be ruled by, let us alfo keep them. 
| The written word is our rule. ‘Solomon-muft himfelf do as 
was written in the law of Mofes. (2.).A good fpirit to a&t 
with: Be /rong, and foew thy/elf a man, though in years but 
a child. Thofe that would keep the charge of the Lord their 
‘God, muft put on refolution. 
This would effectually conduce, [1.1] To the profperity of his 
dingdom :. lt is the way.to profper in all thou doft, and to fuc- 
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(3.) Good reafons for all this. - 
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ceed with honour and fatis{aétion in every undertaking. [2.} 


To the perpetuity of its That the Lord may continue, and fo 
confirm his word which he Jpake concerning me. ‘Thofe that 
rightly value the treafure of the promife, that facred depofitum, 
cannot but be folicitous to. preferve the entail of it; and very 
defirous, that thofe who come after them, may do nothing to 
cut it off.” Let each in their own age fucceflively keep God’s 
charge, and then God will be fure to continue his word.. We 
never let fall the promife, till we let fall the precept. God 
had promifed David, that the Meffiah fhould come from his ; 
loins ; and that _promifé was abfolute: but the promife, that 
there fhould not fail him @ man on the throne of I/rael, was con- 
ditional ; if his feed behave themfelves as they fhould. . If So-. 
lomon, in his day, fulfil the condition, he doth his part towards 
the perpetuating of the promife. The condition is, that he 


_ walk before God, in all his inftitutions, in fincerity, with zeal P 
and refolution ; and in order hereunto, that he take heed to his. 


way. In order to our conftancy in religion, nothing more ne-_ 
ceflary than caution and circum{pedtion. neg & 

2. He gives him dire&tions concerning fome particular per- 
fons, what to do with them, that he might make up his defi- 
ciencies'in juftice to fome, and kindnefs to others. — : 

tf, Concerning Joab, ver. 5. David was now con{cious 
to himfelf that he had not done well to fpare him, when he 
had made himfelf once and again obnoxious to the law, bythe © 
murder of Abner firft, and afterwards of Amafa, both of them 
great men, captains of the hof of Ifrael. He flew them treach- 
eroully, fhed the blood of war in peace; and injurioufly to Da- - 
vid: Thou knowef? what he did to me therein. The murder 
of a fubject is a wrong to the prince ; it isa lofs to him, and. 
is againft the peace of our foyereign lord the king. Thefe 
murders were particolarly againft David, refle@ing upon his 
reputation, be being at that time in treaty with them; and 
hazarded his intereft, which they were very capable of ferving. 
Magiftrates are the avengers of the blood of thofe they have’ — 
the charge of. It ageravated Joab’s ‘crime, that he was nei- 
ther afhamed of the’ fin, nor afraid pf the punifhment; but 
daringly wore the girdle and fhoes that were {tained with. its 
nocent blood, in Ptance of the jultice both of God and the. 
king. David refers him to Solomon’s wifdom, ver. 6. with 
an intimation that he left him to his juftice. Say not, he has 
an hoary head, it is pity it fhould be cut off, for it will fhortly 
fall of itfelf: no, lét it not go’ down to the grave in peace. 
Though he has. been long reprieved, he fhall be reckoned with 
at laft.. Time doth not wear out the guilt of any fin, particu. 
larly not of murder. — a3 Py signa Sees 

2diy, Concerning Barzillai’s family, whom he orders him to 
be kind to for Barzillai’s fake; who, we may fuppofe, by this 
time was dead, ver. 7. When David upon his:death-bed was 
remembering the injuries that had been done, he could not for- 
get the kindneffes that had been fhewn, but leaves itas a charge 
upon his fon to return them. Note, The kindneffes we have 
received from our friends muft not be buried, either in Hier: ~ 
gtaves or ours, but our children muft return them to theirs. 
Hence, perhaps, Solomon fetched that rule, Prov.xxvii. 10. 
prays for the houfe of Onefiphorus, who had oft refrefhed him. 

3dly, Concerning Shimei, ver. 8,9. (1.) His crime is re- 
membered: He curfed me with a grievous curfe; and the more 
grievous, becaufe he infulted him when he was in mifery, and 
poured vinegar into his wounds. The Jew. fay, that one thing 
which made this a grievous curfe, was, tha befid ; hat 
mentioned, 2 Sam. xvi. Shimei upbraided nm 
fcent from Ruth the Moabitefs. (2.) His pard 
gotten. David owns he had fworn to him, that 
himfelf put him to death, becaufe he feafonably fubm 


| Thine own friend, and thy father’s friend, forfake not. Paul ( 
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ed peccavi; and.he was not willing, efpecially at:that jundture, to 
“ufe the fword of public juftice, for thg avenging of wrongs done 
“to himfelf.. But, (3.) His cafe, as it now ftands, is left with 
Solomon, as one that knew what was fit to be done, and would 
do as he found occdfion. David intimates sto him, that his 
‘pardon was not defigned to be perpetual, but only a reprieve 
for David’s life: Hold him not guiltlefs. Do not think him a- 
ny true friend to thee or thy government, nor fit to be trufted: 
~he has not lefs malice than he had then, though he has more 
Wit to conceal it. He is ftill a debtor to the public juftice 
~for what he did then; and though I promifed him, that I would 
not put him ‘to death, I never promifed that my fucceffor fhould 
“not. His turbulent fpirit will foon give ‘thee an occafion, which 
thou fhouldft not fail to take, for the bringing of his hoary head 

_ to the grave with blood. Vhis proceeded not from perfonal 
‘revenge, but a prudent zeal for the honour of the government, 
and the covenant God had made with ‘his family; the con- 
tempt of which ought not to go unpunifhed. Even a hoary head, 


“af a guilty and forfeited head, ought not to be any man’s pro- - 
The finner, being an hundred years old, _ 


tection from juftice. 
Shall be accurfed, Ua. \xv. 20. 
Secondly, David’s death and burial, ver. 10. He was bu- 
“ried in thecity of David; not in the burying-place of his fa- 
“ther, as Saul was, but in his own city, which he.was the found- 
er of. There were fet the thrones, and there the.tombs of the 
Aoufe of David.—Now David, after he had ferved his own 
generation, by the will of God, fell afleep, and was laid to his 
fathers, and faw corruption, Ads xiii. 36. and fee Ads ii. 39. 
His epitaph may be taken from 2 Sam. xxiii. r. Here lies 
David the fon of Feffes the man who was raifed up on high, 
the anointed of the God of Facob, and the fweet pfalmift of If- 
vael; adding his own words, Pfal. xvi. 9. My fle/b alfo foall 
reftin hope. Jofephus faith, that, befides the ufual magnifi- 
cence with which his fn Solomon buried him, he put into his 
fepulchre a vaft deal of money, and that thirteen hundred years 
after, (fo he reckons), it was. opened¥by Hyrcanus the high 
~prieft, in the time of Antiochus, and 3000 talents taken out 
. for the public fervice. . The years of his reign are here com- 
puted, ver. 11. to be forty years. The odd fix months which 
he reigned above feven years in Hebron, are not reckoned, but 
~ the even fum only. -y* it 
12 § Then fat Solomon upon the throne of 
. David his father, and his kingdom was eftablifh- 
ed greatly. 13 G And Adonijah the fon of 
Haggith came to Bath-fheba the mother of So- 
lomon, and fhe faid, Comet. thou peaceably ? 
And he faid, Peaceably. 14 He faid moreover, 
’ Ihave fomewhat to fay unto thee. And fhe 
~faid, Say on, ‘15 And he faid, Thou knoweft 
that the kingdom was mine, and ¢haz all Ifrael. 
fet their faces on me, that I fhould reign: how- 
- beit the'kingdom is turned about, and is be- 
come my brother s: for it was -his from the 
Lorp. 16 And now I afk one petition of thee, 
deny me not. And fhe faid unto him, Say on. 
17 And he faid, Speak, I pray thee, unto Solo- 
mon the king (for he will not fay thee nay) that 
e give me Abifhag the Shunammite to wife. 
id Bath-fheba faid, Well, I will fpeak for 
_ thee unto the king. 19 & Bath-fheba therefore 
Gememmepre Soletionyt0 fpeak unto him for 
ai 4 OL. ] ie * iz ; : 
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Adoniyah: and the-king rofe up to meet her, 
and bowed himfelf unto her, and fat down on 
his throne, and caufed a feat to be fet for the 
king’s mother; ani fhe fat on his right hand. 
20 Then fhe faid, I defire oné {mall petition of 


_ thee; J pray thee fay me not nay. Andithe king 


faid unto her, Afk on, my mother, for I will not 
fay thee nay. 21 And fhe faid, Let Abithag 
the Shunammite be given to. Adonijah thy 
brother to wife. 22.And king Selomon anfwer- 
ed and faid unto his mother, And why doft thou 
afk Abithag the Shunammite for Adonijah ? 
Afk for him the kingdom alfo; (for he is mine 
elder brother) even for him, and for Abiathar 
the prieft, and for Joab the fon of Zeruiah. 23 
Then king Solomon fware by the Lorp, faying, 
God do fo to me, and more alfo, if Adonijah 
have not {poken this word againft his own life. 
24 Now therefore, as the Lorn liveth, which 
hath eftablifhed me, and_fet me on the throne 
of David my father, and who hath made me an 
houfe, as he promifed, Adonijah fhall be put to 
death this day. 25 And king Solomon fent by 
the hand of Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada, and 
he fell upon him that he died. 


Here is, 1. Solomon’s acceflion to the throne, ver. 12. He - 
came to it much more eafily and peaceably than David did, 
and much fooner faw his government eftablifhed. It is happy 
for a kingdom when the end of one good reign is the begin- 
ning of another, as it was here. Fhe 

2. His juft and neceflary removal: of Adonijah his rival, in 
order to the eftablifhment of his throne. Adonijah had made 
fome bold pretenfions to the crown, but was foon obliged to 
Jet them fall, and throw himfelf upon Solomon’s mercy, who 
difmiffed him upon his good behaviour; and had he been eafy, 
he might have been fafe. But here we have him betraying 
himfelf into the hands of Solomon’s juftice, and falling by it ; 
the righteous God leaving him to himfelf, that he might be pu- 
nifhed for his former treafon, and that Solomon’s throne’ might 
be eftablifhed. Many thus ruin themfelves, becaufe they. know 
not when they are well, nor well done to. And fipners, by 
prefuming on. God’s patience, treafure up wrath to themfelves. 
Now obferve; . 2 eae ahs 

1, Adonijah’s treafonable project; which was, to marry 
Abifhag, David’s concubine : not becaufe he was in love with 
her, but becaufe by her he hoped to renew his claim to the 
crown, which might ftand him in ftead; or becaufe it was ~ 
then looked upon as a branch of the government, to have the 
wives of the predeceffor, 2 Sam. xii. 8. Abfalom thought his 
pretenfions much fupported by lying. with his father’s concu- 
bines. Adonijah flatters himfelf, that if he may fucceed him 
in his bed, efpecially with the beft of his wives, he may by that 
means ftep up to fucceed him in his throne. Reftlefs and tur- 
bulent {pirits have great reaches. - It was but a fmall game to 
play at, as it fhould feem; yet he hopes to make it an after- 
game for the kingdom, and now gain that by a wife, which 
he could not gain by force. _ a eee 

2dly, The means he ufed to compafs this. He durft not 
make fuit to Abifhag immediately : he knew fhe was at Solos 
mon’s difpofe, and he would juftly refent it, if his confent were 
not firft obtained, as even Tfhbofheth did in a like cafe, 2 Sam. 
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vi 7. Nor durft he apply himfelf immediately to Solomon, 
knowing that he Jay under his difpleafure. But he engaged 


Bath-fheba to be his friend in this matter, who would be:for- - 


ward to believe it a mattér of love, and not apt to fulpedt i it @ 
matter of policy. © Bath:fheba was furprifed to fee Adonijah i im) 
her apartment, and afked him, if he did not come with: a’ de- 
fign to do her a mifchief, becaufe ‘fhe had been in{tramenital’to 
citsh this late attempt. No, faith he, I come peaceably, ver. 43. 

and to beg a favour, ver. 14. ‘that fhe would ufe the great in- 
zerelt fhe had in ‘her fon, to gain his corfent that he might mar- 
vy Abithag, ver. 16,17. And if he may but obtain ‘this, he 
will thankfully accept it, (1-) Asa compenifation for ‘his: Jofs 
of the kingdom. He infinuates, ver, 15. Thow Rnowe/? the 
kingdom was mine, as my father’s eldeft fon, living at the time 
of bist death's’ and all Lfrael fet their faces on*mé. That>was 
fale’; ‘they were but a few that he ‘Had on“hie'fide : yet'thus 
he would reprefent: hinfelf as an obje& of donipaflion, that had 
been deprived Of a crown, and therefore imight well be-gratifi- 
ed in a wife. If hé may tot inherit his’ fathers ‘throne, yet 


ket him have fomething valuable’ that was his fatHer’s,'to keep | 


for his ‘fake, and ‘et it be Abifhag. \(2-) As for'his reward 


for his acquiefcence in ‘that dfs. / He ‘owns! Solonion’s rightto | 


the kingdom: Te avis his from the Lord; ‘and Twas a’ fool 


for offering to contelt it ;°and mow itis ’ tiitded ‘about to thim, | 
J am fatisfied.’ “Thus he pretends to be well’ pléafed with So-. 


Jomon’s‘accefionsto the: throne; when'he is doing’all he can to 
ive Hit “difturbance. His words were /moother than honey, 
ut war avas in “bit hearts « 

“alt gdh, ‘Beth-theba’s widely to Bokimin ‘on ‘his behalf ‘She 

promiled to fpeak to the king“for him,’ ver.’ 18. and did do, 


ver. 19. Solomon received Ther with all the refpect ‘that was | 
' Owing to a mother,’ though he himfelf was a ‘king ‘He rofe up | 


fo her, bowed’ bimfelf to her, fet her to fit on bis right hand, 
aécording to the law of the fifth commatidment. Children, 
not’ only when grown up, ‘but! when "grown great, mult give 
honour to- their parents, and carry themfelves ‘dutifully “and ‘re-, 


pry towards them! Depi ‘fe not thy ‘mother when foe is | 
——As a farther’ inflance of the deference ‘he paid to his | 


hey’ 5 
Hii s wifdom and aiithority when he underftood the ‘had q poy me Thu are worthy of deagh.: re | will 


a petition to prefent to him, he promifed not to fay her. nay. 


SA promife which both he and fhe underltood with this necef- 
fary ‘limitation, provided’ it be jatta cand reafonable, and fit to be | 


granted; ‘but if tt were otherwife, he doubted not but'to con- 
vince her’that it was fo, and that then fhe would withdraw it. 
She’ ‘tells him her errand. at ‘Taft: ver.-21. Let iad ifoag. be given 
to. Adonijah thy brother. 


be ‘David’s ‘wife, becaufe thet 
or fhe-thought it might be difp 
in confideration | of his tame fab 
her wétkné{s> and. ‘folly. It 


Triage was not confummated ; 
fed ‘with to gratify Adonijah, 
iflion to Solomon. 
tas’ well fhe was not regent. 


Notes! They that have the ear. of jprinces’and’ ‘great men,’ as jit 
is their wifdom not to be too prodigal'of their intereft, fo itis 
their “duty ‘never’ to'afe it forthe affiftance of fin, or the fur- 
therence of any wicked’ defign ‘Let not’ princes be afked that 
Tt ill’ Becomes a pa man ‘ 


“which they ought’ not'to, grant. 
to mak¢e°an ill motian, or appearin a bad ‘canfe: » Heskett 


- Athy, Solomon’s jult and judicious’ ‘rejeGtion of the: raiet i 
“Though ‘his ‘mother herfelf vag the advocate, and: called it) a i 
‘fmall: ‘petition, and perhaps, itwas theft fhe troubled shim | 
‘with fince he was’ ‘Ring’? “yet he denied it, without violation’ of | 
“Tf Herod: ‘had | 
1 eres 
ed to do: it-byia: general promife, hike'this, | 


the: general promife: che had nade, ‘ver. go. 
“nota mind fo cut off John Buptils head, he would not have 
‘thoughe: himfelf oblis 
amaite to-Herodias.. ‘I 


e: belt ‘lend we have eae ‘the! world | 


iw 


iN € Ss. s 


It was ‘{trange ‘the did not fafpea | 
the’treafon, but more ftrange fhe did not abhor the incelt that | 
was'in the propofal: bat ther “fhe did not take Abithag to i 


This was — 
1 


. Comieiforth. 
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mutt not have fuch an tatereft in us as to bring us to.do.an ill - 
thing, either unjuft or unwife, (1.) Solomon convinceth' his 
mother of the unreafonablen fs, 0} of the requeft, and fhews her 
the: tendency of it, which bé ore he was not.aware of. His 
repartee 1s fornéwhat thatp: ‘Ae for him the kingdom al Yo, Neve 
22.' Wo afk that he may fucceedthe king in his-bed, isy in 
effea,, torafk that he may: facceed him in his throne; for ithat 
is, it-he. aims at... Probably he bad mformation, or caufe for a 
{trong fulpicion, ‘that Addonijah was plotting He Josh. and As 
biathar to give him difturbance, ‘which ‘warranted | him to put 
this conftrugtion vpon Adonijah’s requel. (2.) He convids and 
condemns Adonijah for his pretenfiox$, and both withvap oath.’ 
He-conwicts him out-of his own mouth, ver, 2g. Jtis own tongue 
thal] fall upon/him;.and a heavier load a men need not fall pase, 
Bath-theba may be impofed. upon, - but Solomon. cannot: 
plainly | fees what he aims’ at,’ and concludes, the has | [poken his 
word againft his own life s -he is fnaxed ine the’ words .of shis 
own ‘lips;' mow he fhews what he would be at. Hescondemns 
him to die immediately: HeJhall be, put to death zhis ayy yer.~ 
24. God shad.interpofed himfelf with an ath that he avould- 
eftablith David’s throne, Pfal. Ixxxix. 3 5.; and therefore So- 
lomon pledged’ the fame affurances to fecure ‘that eftablifhment, 
by cutting off théeenemies of it. As Gad ‘liveth thatseftablith-—- 
eth the government, Adonijah fhall die that would-unfettle it. 
Phus the ruin of the enenties.of Chrift’s: kingdom 4 sas fureas 
the -ftability 6f his’ ‘kingdom; and both as fure as the being 
and lifesof God, the foander of it. The warrant ‘is immedi- 
ately figned for his execution; and.noJef.a man than Benai-_- 
ah, the fon of Jehoiada, general of the. army, is-ordered to: be 
the vexecutioner, wer. 25.” it isedtrange Adonijahsmay ‘net be 
hieard 'to {peak ‘for ‘himéelf +: but Solomon’swifdom did not fe 
‘itmeedful to: examine -the amatrer any farther.) It\qwas plain .e- 
Pet aged ate eb at Gina ae « ‘Solomon cannot “be 
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i thee’ dof: se ipa a crown. i 
26] Add unto meee pret aid ‘the 
king, Get ‘thee to Anathoth, unto ime own ‘ 


not at this time put thee to death, becaufe thon 
bareft the ark of the Lorp God’ before’ David 
my father, and becaufe ‘thou aft been afflic- 
ted in all) wherein. my father was afflidted, 27 | 
So Solomon thruft out -Abrathar- from . ‘being 
prieft unto'the Lorn; ‘that iemight “fulfil the | 
word of the Lor», which. he fpake con: i 
the houfe of Eli in ‘Shiloh. 28 ay Then tidings 2 
came to Joab, (for Joab had turned after Ado. 
nijah,'though he turned not. after Abfalom) and re 
Joab fled unto'the tabernacle of the Lop, and. : 
caught, ‘hold 0 on'the horns of the’ altar.’ a 
it was! ‘told, jane Solomon. aat Joab:wa sfhed un- 
to the tabernacle ofthe Lon, and behold be 
is? ‘bythe altar: then Solomon fent Benaiahthe 
fon Of Jehoiada, ‘ faying, Go fer 1 

And Benaiah ‘came to the tab : 
‘Lorn, and faid. ‘unto/him, i nue 
wAnd he: faid, Nay 
ee f Com a ‘brought the et 
a fe re as ae ae A d : 


et: 2 Wee 


& 


- 
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Do as he hath faid, and fall upon him, and 
bury him; that thou mayeft take away the'in- 
nocent blood, which Joab fhed, from me, and 
from the houfe of my father. - 32 And the 
Lorp fhall return his blood upon his owt head, 


who fell upon two men moré righteous and — 


better than he, and flew then with the fwoual, 
my father David not knowing thereof, to. wit 
Abner the fon of Ner,.captain: ofthe hoft. of 
Ifrael, and Amafa the for'of Jether, captain of 
the hott of Judah. 33 'Their blood fhall there- 
fore return upon the head of foab, and upon 
the head of his feed. for ever: but upon David, 


and upon ‘his. feed, and pon: his houfe, and | 


. upon his throne, fhall there be peace for ever 
from the Lorp. 34 So Benaiah the fon of Je- 
hoiada went up, aad fell upon him, and flew 
him; and he was-buried. in his‘own. houfe in the 

“wildernets.: aie tanks. lherl). iis{thob A. those 

dt Sheri ahaa non 
_ Abiathar and. Joab were! both aiding, and abetting in. Adoni- 


_ jab’s rebellious attempt; and, it is probabley were-at the bottom 


of this new motion made. by Adonijah.-for-- Abithag); and, it 
fhould, feem, Solomon knew. ity, vers.22.5, This wasin both an 
intolerable affront, both to.God, and to. the government ; and 
the worfe, becaufe of their high ftation, andthe great influence 
their examples might have upon»many, ‘They therefore come 


next to be reckoned with. They are both equally, guilty of | 
the treafon ;, but in the judgment pafled’ upon them, a differ- | 


ence is made, and with good-reafon. 


1, Abiathar; in confideration of his old fervices, is only de- | 
graded, ver. 26, 27. (1.) Solomon convicts him, and by his | 


great wifdom finds him guilty: Thou art wortky of death, for 
joining with Adontjah, when ‘thou kneweft’ on whofe head 
God intended to fet the crown. 


Ahe had both miniftered to him.in holy things, had borne before 


him, the ark of the Lord; and alfo had tenderly fympathifed © 


with him in his affli@ions, and been affliéted in.them all, par- 


> ticularly wher He Was in exile and diftrefs, both by Saul’s per- 


Yr 


_ fecuition, and’ Abfalom’s rebellion. ‘Note, ‘Thofe that fhew 
kindnefs to God’s people, fhall have it remembered to. their 
advantage one time or other. G-) For this reafon he fpares 
Abtathar’s life, but depofes him from his offices, and confines 

_ him to his country-feat at Anathoth ; forbids him the court, 
the city, the tabernacle, the altar, and all intermeddling in pu- 
blic bufinefs.; with, an intimation likewife, that he was upon 
his:good behavioor ;\and that though he did’ not put him: to 
death at this time, he might another time, if he did not carry 
himfelf well. But for the prefent he was only thruft out from 
being prieft, as rendered unworthy of that high ftation, by the 
oppofition ‘he. had given to that which he knew to be the will of 
God. Saul, for: a fuppofed crime,,. had’ barbaroufly flain Abi- 
aghar’s fithetm and ciabty firs Duels their) families: and city. 
Solomon fpares Abiathar himfelf, though guilty of a real crime. 
Thus was Saul’s government ruined, and Solomon’s eftablith- 

- edi!» As! men are to God’s minifters, they will’ find him to 


> themliy(4.) The depriving of Abiathar was the fulfilling of 


alt aia 


_ the threatening, againit, the houfe of Eli, 1 Sam: ii. 30.3 for 
ri geass at high prieft of that family. ' It was now above 
oY ince the ruin was threatened ; but God's judge- 


“vents, though i 
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| tar. 


(2.) He.calls to’ mind’ the | 
refpects he had formerly fhewed to David his father ; and that 


not executed fpeedily, will be executed furely. 


8. 


2. Joab,.in, confideration. of his old. fas. is put to death. 
ii, His. guilty confcience fent him to the horns. of the. al- 
He heard. that Adonijah was executed, and. Abiathar 
depofed:: and therefore fearmg his: turn would be.next, he flies 
for refuge'to the,altar, . Many, that, in. the day of their fecu- 
rity, care, not, forthe fervice of the altar, in the day. of their 
dittrefs will be glad. of the protection, of it. Some think Joab 
defigned thereby to devote himfelf for the future to a conitant 
attendance, upon. the altar, hoping thereby to obtain his pardons, » 
as fome: that have. lived: a, diffolute life all their days, have 
thought’ to atone. for it,. by, retiring into a monaitry when they, 
are old, leaving the world when it.has.left them; and no. thanks 
to-them. . _ fol fish ‘ 8 
_ 2dly, Soloman orders him.to. be put to death. there. for the 
murder of Abner and. Amafa ;; for thefe are the. crimes upon, 
which he thought fit to ground. his. fentence,. rather than upoR 
this. treafonable adherence to. Adonijah.., Joab was indeed wor- 
thy of death for.turning after, Adonijah,.. in contempt. of Solo» 
mon, and his defignation to the throne, though. he had not tur- 
ned after, Abfalom, ver. 28. Former: fidelity will not ferve to 
excufe for any. after. treachery... Yet jbefides. that, Joab had 
merited well of the houfe of David, to:which, and,to:his coun= 
try, he had.done a, great deal of good. fervice. in. his, day.;, in 
confideration: of which, it is. probable, Solomon. -would bave 
pardoned him his offence. again{t. him, (for clemency gives 
great reputation and eftablifhment to: an. infant. government), 
and: would have only difplaced him, as he did Abiathar.; but 
he muft die for the murder he..had. formerly. .been. guilty, of, 
which, his father had charged.him.to call him. to an account. 
for. ‘Fhe debt, he owed to the. innocent blood that was fhed, 
by anfwering its cries. with the) blood.of him. that ..fhed it, he 
could not.pay. himfelf, but left it to-his. fon. to, \pay...it3. who, 
having power wherewithal, failed. not) to,do it... On, this, he 
grounds. the fentence, aggravating the, crime,,ver..3.2.. that he 
Sell upon tao men more righteous and Letter, than.he, that, had 
done him no. wrong, nor meant him any.;,and, had they, lived, ' 
might probably have done Dawid better fervice, If the blood 
fhed. be not ealy innocent, but excellent, the. life, more. valuable 
than common lives, the crime is the more: heinous... That 
David knew not of it, and yet the cafe was fuch, that he would 
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| be fufpected as privy’ to it; fo that Joab endangered his prince’s 


Teputation) in taking: away the life of his, rivals ; which’, was. a 
further aggravation. fz: ‘sar 9 deep asd oon 
For thefe ¢rimes; (1.), He muft die, and.die by the fword 


Of public juftice :. By man muff his blood be fhed 3 and\it lies 


upon his own head, ver. 32. as theirs doth whom he had murs 
dered, ver. 33. Wo to the head that lies under the-guilt of 
blood. Vengeance for murder was longrin. coming upon: Joab; 
but when it did come, it remained the longer, being here en- 


tailed upon the head of his feed for ever, ver. 33. who, inftead. 


of deriving honour, as otherwife they might have done, from 
his heroic aétions, derived guilt and fhame, and a curfe, from 
his villaisous actions, and: fared the worfe for it in this world, 
The feed of fuch eyil-doers fhall never be renowned. (2.) He 
muft die at the altar rather than efcape. Joab refolved not to 
ftir from the altar, ver. 33. hoping thereby either to fecure 
himfelf, or elfe)to render Solomon odious to the people, asa 
profaner of the holy place, if he fhould. put him to, deathithere. 
Benaiah made, a fcruple of either killing him there; or dragging 
him thence ; but Solomon knew. the law, that the altar of God. 
fhould. give no protection, to wilful murderers; Exod. xxi. Ie 
Thou fait take him from mine altar, that he may: die, may die 
a facrifice. In cafe of fuch fins as'the blood of bealts would 
atone for, the altar was airefuge; but not in Joab’s cafe: he 
therefore orders him to-be executed there, if he would not be 
got thence, to fhew. that he feared not the cenfure of the people 
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in doing his duty, but would rectify their miftake, and let them 
know, that the admin‘ftration of juftice is better than facrifice, 
and that the holinefs of any place fhould never countenance 
the wickednefs of any perfon. They who, by a lively faith, 
take hold of Chrift and his righteoufhefs, with a refolution, if 
they perifh, to perifh there, fhall find’in him-a moré powerful 
protection than Joab found at the horns of the altar. Benaiah 
flew him, ver. 34. with the folemnity, no ‘doubt, “of a public 
execution. The law being thus fatisfied, he was buried in his 
own houfe in the wilderne/s, privately; like’a criminal) not pom- 
poufly, like a‘foldier': yet no indignity is done to his dead’ bo- 
dy. It is not for man to lay iniquity upon the bones, whate- 
ver God doth. © - eg 

_Lafily, Solomon pleafeth himfelf with’ this a@ ‘of juftice,’ not 
as it gratified any perfonal revenge,’ but! as’ it! was'the fulfilling. 
of his father’s orders, and‘ a ‘realj-kindnefs to. himfelf and his 
Owp government. (1.) Guilt was hereby removed, ver. 32. 
By returning the innocent blood that had been fhed upon the 
head of him that fhed it, it was taken away from him, and 
from the houfe ‘of his father; ‘which implies, that the blood , 
which is not required from the murdeter, will’be required from 
the magiftrate, at leaft there is danger-left it fhould. They 
that would have their houfes fafe and built up, muft put away: 
iniquity far from them. (2.) Peace was hereby fecured : ver. 
33: Upon David, he doth not mean*his perfon, but, as he éx- 
plains himfelf'in the next’ words, ‘upon his feed, his houfe, and 
his throne, {hall there be peace for ever fromthe Lord. Thus 
he expreffeth his defire that it may be fo, and his hope that it 
fhall be fo. Now juttice is done, and the cry of blood is fa- 
tisfied, the government will profper. Thus righteou/ne/s and 
peace kifs each other. Now fuch a turbulent'man as Joab is 
removed, there fhall be peace. Take away the wicked from 
before the king, and his throne fhall be eftablifhed in righteoufne/s, 
Proy. xxv. 5. Solomon, in this blefling of peace upon his 
houfe and throne, pioufly looks upward to God as the author 
of it, and forward to eternity as the perfection of it's It /bal/ 
be peace from the Lord, and peace for ever from the Lord. 
‘The Lord of peace himfelf give us that peace which is ever- 
lating. a 

“35. Q And»the ‘king put Benaiah the fon of 
Jehotada in his room over the hoft;*and' Zadok 
the prieft did the king put in the room ‘of Abi- 
athar. 36 4 And the king fent and called for 
Shimei, and faid unto him, Build thee an houfe | 
in Jerufalem, and dwell there, and go not forth 
thence any whither. 37 For it fhall be, that 
on the day thou goeft out, and paffeft over the 
brook. Kidron, thou fhalt know for certain, that 
thou ‘fhalt: furely die: thy blood fhall be upon 
thine own head.’ 38 And Shimei faid unto the 
king, The faying is good: as my lord the king 
hath faid, fo will thy fervant do. And Shimei — 


dwelt at Jerufalem many days. 39 And it came | 


to pafs ‘at the’ end of three years, that two of | 
the fervants of Shimei ‘ran’ away unto Achith | 
fon of Maachah king of Gath: and théy told | 
Shimei, faying, Behold, thy fervants be in Gath. 

40 And Shimeiarofe and faddled his afs,.and— 
went''to Gath to -Achifh to feek his fervants: 
and Shimei went'ahd brought his fervantsfrom — 
Gath. 41 And it was told’Solomon ‘that “Shi- 
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mei had gone from Jerufalem to Gath, and was 
come again. 42 And the king fent and called 


_ for Shimei, and faid unto him, Did I not make 


thee to {wear by the Loro, and protefted unto. 


thee, faying, Know ‘for a certain, that on the » 


day thou goeft out, and walkeft- abroad any 
whither, that thou fhalt furely die? and thou — 


-faidft unto me,,The word that I have heard is 


good. 43 Why:then -haft thou not kept the 
oath of the Lorn, and’the commandment that 
I have charged thee with? 44 The king faid 


| moreover to Shimei, Thou knoweft all the wic- 
~ kednefs which thine heart is privy to, that thou 
| didft to David. my father : therefore the Lorn’ 


fhall return thy wickednefs upon thine: own 
head; 45 And king Solomon (fall be blefied, 
and the throne of David fhall be eftablifhed be- _ 
fore the Lorp for ever... 46.So. the. king com--- 


manded Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada, which: 


went out and fell upon him, that he died: * 
and the kingdom was eftablifhed in the hand of 
Solomon. . saad Bites alsa 
Here is, 1. The preferment’of Benaialy and Zadok, two 
faithful friends to Solomon and his government, ver. 35. Joab. 


LY NORTE Et 


being put to death, Benaiah was advanced to’ be general of the 


forces in his room; and Abiathar being depofed, Zadok was 
made high prieft in his room, and therein was fulfilled that 
word of God, when he threatened to'cut off the houfe of Eli, 
1 Sam. il. 35. [ will raife me up a‘ faithful pref, and will 
build him a fure houfe. "Though facred offices may be difgra- 
ced, they fhall not be deftroyed by the 'mal-adminiftrations of © 
thofe that are intrufted with them, nor fhall ‘God’s work ever 
ftand {till for want of hands to carry it on. He that was a 
king fo immediately of God’s making, no marvel he was im-— 
powered to-make whom he thought fit high prieft; and he did. 
it in equity, for the ancient right was’ in Zadok, he being of 
the family of Eleazar, whereas Eli and his houfe weré of I- 
thamar. EN ry See eget ee ENE 5 
“2. The courfe that was taken with Shimei. “He if fent for. 
up by a meffenger from his houfe at Bahurim, expecting, per- 
haps, no better than Adonijah’s doom, ‘ being confcious of bis 
enmity to the houfe of David; but Solomon. knéws how to 
make a difference of crimes and criminals.» “David ‘had pro- 


i 


- mifed Shimei his life for his time; Solomon is not bound by 
that promife, and yet will not go direétly ‘co 


ire trary to ite) 
i//, He confined him to Jerufalem, atid forbade him, ‘upon s 
any pretence whatfoever, to go out of the city, any further than 
the brook Kidron, ver. 36, 37. He would-not fiffer him’ to 
continue at his country-feat, left he fhotild make mifchief a- —_ 
mongft his neighbours, but took him to Jerufalem, where he 
kept him prifoner at large. “This might’ maké° Shimei’s con- 


ation, tbe joy ofthe whole earth, the royal city, the holy ciry s 
1¢ had no | dei ‘vp in fuch'a para 
dife. It would alfo make ‘it the more {afe for’ Solomon ;'‘for 


there he would have him under his’ ye, and’be'able to'w itech. 
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adly, Shimei fubmits to. the: confinement, and thankfully 
“takes his life upon thofe terms... He enters into a recognifance, 
ver, 38. under the penalty of death, not to ftir’ out of Jerufa- 
lem, and owns the faying is gdod. Even they ‘that’ perifh, 
' cannot but own the conditions of pardon and life unexception- 
able, fo that their blood, like Shimei’s, muft reftupon their 


. own heads. Shimei promifed, with .an., oath, to keep within 


his, bounds, ver..42...._ SRS Fe f 

_ 3dly, Shimei forfeits his recognifance, which was the thing 
Solomon expected ; and God was righteous in fuffering him 
to do it, that he might now fuffer forchis old fins. Two of 
his fervants \@it feems;: though he was a prifoner, ,he lived. like 
himéelf,, well attended) outrun him to the land of , the Phili- 
ftines, ver. 39. thither he purfued them, and thence brought 
them back to Jerufalém, ver. 40.” For the Keeping “of it /pri- 
vate he faddled his. afs-himfelf, probably: went in’/ the night, 
and came’ Home; he thought, undifcovered. “ Seeking his fer-. 
“ yants, (faith Bifhop Hall,) he,loft.himfelf. Thefe. earthly 
“* things either arey or fhould be our fervants. , How common- 
“ ly do we fee men run, out of. the bounds fet by God’s law, 
“ to hunt after them till their fouls incur a fearful judgment?” 


_ ~ —“4thly,<Solomon taxes the forfeiture, Information? is) given 


x 
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hinij that Shimei had tranfgreffed, ver. 41. The king fends for 
him; and, (+.) Chargeth him with the prefent crime, ver. 42, 


43. that he had puta great.contempt upon the authority and — 


wrath, both of God and the king ; that he had broken the oath 
of the Lord, and difobeyed the commandment of his prince: 


* and by thissit appeared what manner of fpirit-he was of, that 


he would not be held by. the ‘bonds of gratitude or confcience. 


_ Had he reprefented to Solomon the urgency of the occafion, 


and begged leave to go, perhaps Solomon might have given him 


’ eave; ‘but to prefume either upon his ignorance or his conni-. 


vance, was to affront him in’ the highelt degree. _ (2.)/ He 
condemns ‘him for his former crime, curfing David, and throw- 
ing {tones at him in the day of his affliQion: The wickedne/s 
which thy heart is privy to, ver. 44... There was no need to 
examine witneffes for the proof of the fact, his own confcience 
was inftead ofa thoufand witnefles. That wickednefs which 
mens own hearts alone are privy to, is enough, -if duly confi- 
dered, to fill'them with confufion, in expectation of its re- 
turn upon their own heads ; for if the heart be privy to it, God 


_ - is greater than the heart. Others knew of Shimei’s curfing. 
David ; but: Shimei. himfelf knew of the wicked principles of ' 
hatred and malice againft David, which he went uponin cur- | 


fing him, and that his fubmiffion was but feigned and forced. 


(3-) He bleffeth himfelf and his own government, ver. 45. | 
King Solomon fhall be blefed, notwith{tanding Shimei’s impo- | 
=. tent 'curfes, which, perhaps in fury and defpair, he was now 
And the throne of Da- _ 
vid fhall be efablifhed, by taking away thofe that would under- . 


. free of : Let them curfe, but ble/s thou. 


mine it. It is comfort in reference to the enmity of the church’s 


enemies,. that. how much, foeyer they rage, at is a vain thing 
- they, imagine ; Chrift’s throne is eftablifhed, and. they cannot 


fhake it... (4.). He gives orders for the execution of Shimei 
immediately, ver..46.. All jadgment is committed to the 


. Bord Jefuss and though.he be king of peace, he, will be found 


- a king of righteoufnefs ; and this will thortly be his word of 


command, concerning all his enemies, that will not have him 
earlanoves thetnys fang thn forth ead flay tber Before 


| Solomsn’s reign laghed bloody im the foregoing bP OIE A 
the neceffary, atts of juftice muft not pe called cruelty ; in 
beeper it appears auth anotber Jace, We mufi not 


R : 
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The tongues:of them that blafphemed him, will fall on their», 
heads, andicutitheir throats. 
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think the worfe of God?s mercy to his fubjetts for his judg, 
ments on rebels. We have here, 1, Solomon’s. marriage 
to Pharaoh's daughter, ver. 1. 11, 4 general view of bis 
-religgony; vet, 2,—4. III. A particular account of bis 
prayer to. God for wifdom, and the anfwer to that prayer, 
ver, S215. 1V. A particular inflance of his wi/dom in 
deciding the controver/y between the two harlats, ver. 16, 
—28. And very great he looks here, both at the alier, and 
on the.bench ; and therefore on the bench, becaufe at tne altar. 
“N°D Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh 
“\ king of Egypt, and took Phataoh’s daugh- 
ter, and brought her into the city of David, 
until, he had made.an,end, of building his,own. 
hotife, andy-the: houfesof the Lorp, and the ~ 
wall of Jerufalem ‘round about. 2 Only the 
people factificed°in’ high * places,. becaufe*there 
was no, houfe built unto the namie of the Lorp, 
until. thofe days. .3 And, Solomon doyed. the 
Lord, walkmg inthe ftatutes-of..David his fa- 
ther: only he facrificed and burnt incenfe in 
high places. 4’And' the king went to Gibeon 
to, facrifice there ; for,that was the great high 
place ;. a thoufand.burnt-offerings, did. Solomon 
offer upon that-altar. Aa WAY nova 8 


We 


sina A awgiht 
L 


ey SOL 2yr ae | reir} astonish 
, We.are here told concerning Solomon, 


_ 1. Something that,was unqueltionably good, for which he - 
is to be praifed, and in which he is to be imitated. (1.) He 
loved the Lord, ver. 3. Particular notice was taken of God’s 
love to him, 2 Sam..xli, 24..he,had there bis name from it, 
Fedidiah, beloved of the Lord ; and here we find he ‘returned 
that love, as John, the beloved difciple, ‘was moft full of love. 
Solomon, a wife man, a rich man, a great man; yet the bright-- - 
eft encomium of him is that which is the character of all the - 
faints, even the pooreft; he loved the Lord, he loved the wor- 
Jip of the Lord, fo the Chaldee. All that love God, love his 
worfhip, love to hear from.him, and to fpeak to him, and fo 
to have communion with him. ( 2.) He;tvalked in the flatutes 
of David his father, 1. e.:in.the f{tatutes that David gave, him, 
chap. ii. 25.3.1 Chron. xxviii. 9, 10. his dying father’s charge 
was facred, and as a Jaw to him; or in God’s ftatutes, which 
David his father walked in ‘before’him : he kept clofe to God’s - 
otdinances, carefully obferved them, and diligently attended 
them. They that-truly, Jove God,, will, make,,confcience of 
walking in his flatutes.._(3-). He was very freeand generous 
in what he: did.for-the honour of God... When. he offered fa- 
crifice, he offered like a king, in fome proportion to his great’ 
wealth, .a thoufand burnt-offerings, ver.4.. Where-God fows 
plentifully, he-expeéts to. reap accordingly ; and thofe that truly 
love God and jhis, worfhip, ‘willnot grudge at the expences of 
their:religion.. We may be tempted to fay, Zo what purpose ~ 
is this wafle ?. Might not thefe cattle have been given to the 
poor? But we muft never think that wafted which is laid out 
in the’ fervice of God. It'feems ftrange, how:fo manytbeatts 
fhould be burnt upon one altar in one feaft, though it: continu- 
éd feven days : but the fire.on the altar is fuppofed to be more 
quick and, devouring than.common fire; for it reprefented the 
fierce.and mighty wrath of God, which fell upon the facrifices, , 
that the offerers might efcape: Our God is a confuming fire. 
-Bithop Patrick quotes it\as a tradition of the Jews, that the 
fmoke of the facrifices afcended directly in a, ftraight, pillar. . 
and. was not feattered, otherwife it would have choked thofe 
that attended, when fo many facrifices were offered as were here. - 
2, ete: 
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i, SPL 
2. Here is fomething, concerning which it may be doubted 
whether it-were good or no. "ipates 
1ff, His marrying Pharaoh’s daughter, ver. 1. We will 
*fuppofe fhe was profelyted,. elfe it had not been lawful; yet, 
if fo, fure it was not advifeable. He that lowed the Lord, 
fhould, for his fake, have pitched his love upon ‘one of the 
Lord’s people. Unequal matches of the fons of God with the 
daughters of men, have, oft. been of pernicious confequence. 
Yet fome think he did this with the advice of his friends, that 
fhe. was;a fincere convert; for the gods,.of the Egyptians are 
not. mentioned. among the. {trange gods, which his {trange wives 
drew him.in to the, worfhip,-of, chap. xi. 5,,6. and that the 
book of Canticles, and 45th pfalm-were penned one this occa- 
fion, by which thefe nuptials were: made typical of the myttical 
-efpoufals of the church to Chnit,. efpecially the Gentile church. 
2dly, Elis worfhipping in the high-places, and. thereby tempt+ 
ing the people to do fo too, ver. 2,, 3... Abrabanr built.his al- 
tars on, mountains, Gen. xii. 8, xxii. 2..and worfhipped,in a 
grove, Gen. xxi. 33. thence the euftom was derived, and was 
well enough till the divine law obliged them tovone place, Deut, 
xu. 5,6. David ftuck to, the ark,, and did not care for the 


" high-places: but Solomon, though im other things Ae walked 


in the flatutes of his father, in this came fhort of him ;. he fhew- 
ed thereby a great zeal for facrificing, but to obey ,had been 
‘better. . This: was: an irregularity, though there was.as. yet. no 
houfe built ; there was.a tent pitched: to the name of the Lord; 
and the ark ought to have been the centre. of: their unity; it 
was fo by divine inftitution, from it the high places feparated ; 
yet while they worfhipped God: only, and in other things ac- 
cording to the rule, he gracioufly: overlooked. their weakaefs, 
and accepted their fervices ; and itis owned, that Solomon loved 
the Lord, though he burnt incenfe in the high-places, and let not 
‘man be more feyere than God is, 


5 In Gibeon the Lorn appeared to Solo- 
momma dream by night : and God faid, Afk 
what [ fhall give thee. 6 And Solomon. faid, 
‘Thou haft fhewed., unto thy fervant David. my 
father great mercy, according as che walked’ 
before thee in truth and in righteoufnefs, and 
in uprightne{s of heart with thee, and thou haft 


kept for him this great kindnefs, that thou haft 


given him.a fon to fit on his throne,'as it is 
this day. 7-And now, O. Lorp my God, thou 
haft made thy fervant king inftead of David 
my father: and I am dut.a little child: I know 
not bow to go out or come in. 8 And thy fer- 
vant 7s in the midft of thy people which thou. 
haft chofen, a great people, that cannot be 
numbered nor counted for multitude, 9. Give 
therefore thy fervant an underftanding” heart, 
to judge thy, people, that I -may. difcern. be-. 
tween good and bad: for who is able to judge 
this thy fo great a people?! ~1o And the fpeech’ 


pleafed the Lorn, that Solomon had afked this. 


thing. 311 And God faid unto. him, Becaufe, 
thou had afked this thing, and haft not afked 


for thyfelf long life, neither -haft afked riches” 


for thyfelf, nor hatt afked the life of thine ene- 
‘mies, but haft afked for thyfelf underftanding 
to difcern judgment; 12 Behold, I have done 


| altar were, 2 Chron. i. 3. 


_ in like manner, condefcends ‘to usy and pats us inithe ready-way 
for ~ 
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according to thy words: lo, I have given, thee 
a wife and an underitanding heart, fo that there 
was none like thee before thee, neither after 
thee fhall, any arife like unto thee. . 13 And [ 

have alfo given thee that. which thou hafbh not. 
cafked, both riches, and honour: fo that there 

{hall not be any among the ‘kings like unto 
thea, all thy days. 14 And if thou wilt walk 
in my ways, to keep my flatutes.and.my,com-_ 
mandnients,..as thy father: Davidi:did= walk, 
‘then T will-lengthen thy days," r5And So- 
lomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream > 
and he came to Jerufalem, and {tood before the — 


_ark of the covenant of .the Lorp,.and, offered. 


up burnt-offerings, and offered: peace-offerings, 
and made a feaft to all tis fervants. “°-) 


We have here an account of a pracious vifit which: God 


| made to Solomon, and: the conimunion’ he hado with?\Ged 
in it, which pnts a greater honoar upon Solomon than all the 
_ wealth and power of his kingdom did: i? Oe DR: aS eae 


1. The circumftances of this vifit, ver. 5. (1.) The place ; 
it was in Gibeon; that was the great high place, and fhould have® - 
been the only one, becaufe there the tabernacle andethe i brafen 
There Solomon offered his great’, 
facrifice, and there God owned! him»more than-inany other of 


| the high places. - The nearer-we come’ to the rule iv our wors 


fhip, the more reafon we Have to expect the tokens: of God’s 
prefence; where God records his name; there he will’méet us_ 
and blefs:us. (2.) The time; it was by night, “the night af 
ter he had offered’ that’ generous facrifice, ver gle’ ‘Fhe\moie- 
we abound in God’s work, the more comforts we may expect - 
‘in him; if the day has been:bufy: for shims, the’ night thallbe 
eafy in him. Silence’and: retirement befriend’ our‘commution® — 
with God; his kindeft vifits are oftin the night, Pal xviheg. 
(3-) The manner; it was in a dream, when he'was afleep, his 
fenfes locked up, that God’s accefs to his mind'might Be'the more 
free and immediate. In this way God ufed to fpeak’ tothe 
prophets, Numb. xt. 6. arid to private perfons for’ their own 
benefit, Job xxxiii. 15,16. Thefe divine dteams} no doubs, - 
diftinguifhed themfelves from thofe in which there are divers” 
vanities, Eccl. v. 7: eet 3 oR olen 
2. The gracious offer God made him of the favour he 
fhould chufe, whatever itwere, ver. 5. Hefawthe glory-of 
God thine about him, and'heard a voice faying, 4 what 
Jball give thee. Not that God was indebted to'him for his 
" facrifices, but thus'he would teftify hisaccepranee'of'them, and _ 
fignify to him what great mercy hevhad in: ftore for himy he 
were not wanting tovhimfelf  '‘Phus*he-would’try is inclina- 
tions, and'thus put an honour upon'the prayer-of faith. God, 


’ 


to be happy, by’afluring us that we fhall have what we will for 


the afking, John xvi. 23. 9 John verge What wouldiwe 
more? 4/j and it fhall be given yous 9 > rie i 


3+ Thepious requeft-Solomon hereupory madeto God. He 
readily laid hold on. this offer.) (Why sdoowe: neglect the’ like ~ 
offer made tous, like: Ahaz,who faid, Fiaui/? not gfe? 
vii..12.9: Solomon  prayedvin his fleep) Ged?s grace afl 
shims syet it wasa lively prayer. ~ What we are inn oft car 


bout, and whici: makes the greateftimpreffion upon't 
arevawake, ‘commonly fills and affeéts us: when we 
and’ by our dreams; fometimes we may know what our’ hes 
are upon, and which way our pulfe beats. Plutarch, makes 


wine 


Bie r 


eee 
~Chap. IIL. 


tuous dreams one evidence of increafe in virtue. Yet this mutt 
be attributed to a higher fource, 


If his reins thus inflrud? him in the uight-feafon, he mult blefs 
the Lord who gave him Counjely Plal. xvi. 7. Now, in’ this 


_ aft, He jacknowledges God’s great goodnefs to. his. father 


David, wet. 6. He dpeaks honourably of his father’s piety, 
that he had walked before God in uprightne/s of heart, drawing 
a veil over his faults. It is to be hoped thol will inntate their 


godly parents that praife them. But more honowrably of Gou’s — 
g0ednels tohis father, the mescy-he had: fhewed.to him while. _ 
he lived, in giving him, to be ifincerely religions, aod then re- | 


compenting his fincerity; and the great kindnefs he had kept 
for him, ‘to be beftowed on:his family when he was pone, in 
gtving him a fon io fit on his throne. Children fhould give God 
thanks for his mercies:to their parents ; for the fure mercies of 
David. God’s favours.are, thea doubly fweet, when we ob- 
ferve them tranfinitted to us through the hands.of thofe that 
have “gone before us. The way to get ithe entail perpetuated, 
isto blefs God» thatiit shas shitherto been preferved. 


 2dly, Ede-owns his own infufficiency for the difchargeiof | 
that great-truit to which he was‘called, -ver..7,-8... And-here 


is a double pleat enforee his petition for wifdem.. (14,)i'That 
his place requiredut. Asthe was fucceflor to.David : Thou 


_ bajb made me king inflead of David, who was aiwery wife, 


good man ; Lord, giveme wifdom, that I-mayikeep up. what 


heswrought,-and cary son what he-begun: And as he was ru-_ 
terover, Hrael,\ Loud, give -me wifdom to tule well, for they 


area mumeroiis » that will mot be: managed without/a 
great deal of care:.and they are thy people, which thou hat 


cholen, ‘and therefore to be.ruled for thees and the more wifes. 


hy they are ruled, :the mereiglory :thou wilt have from them. 
- (2.) Phat he wanteddt. As one that-had a humble fenfe of 
his‘own deficiency, he pleads, Liondy Tam but alittle child; 
fovhe calls shimfelf, a childsin underftanding, though his father 
walled himia wife man, chapeiing. J know not how to go 
eutor come in, as I {hould, not to do fo much “as ithe common 
adaily bufinefsvof the government, much lefs «what'to do.in a 
critical junGure. — Note, .‘Mbofe who -are-employed in. public 
fhations, ought to be very :fenfible-of the weight and import. 
-aaceof their work, and their jown infaffiviency for it; and 
then cthey are qualified for idivine:condugt and ioftrndion, St 
Paul's queftion, Who as fufficieat for thefe things ? is much dike 
Soloman’sshere, Who is able-to judge this thy-fo great a people? 
wer... Abfalom, that was.a tool, wilked bimfelf a, judge s. 
Solomon, that was svife. mans:trembles iat the undertaking, 
andy fufpects:bisyown: :fitnefssfor it. [he more knowing and. 
wonfiderate men vares:the better they are acquainted with their 
mwn weaknéfs, andthe more jealous.of themfelyes. * . 
gals He'begs of Godito:give him-.wifdom :. ver, 2. Give: 
thy fervant 


‘exvi.| 16.5, and pleading it\swith him :. Iam devoted to. thee, 
and employed. for’ thee, give me that whichis require to the 


fervices in which I am employed. Thus shis..good father 
prayed, and thus:hewpleaded,:| Paliccxix, wage diam. thy fer- 


want, give meundrfanding. An underltanding heartis.God’s. 


4s 
* 


for.it swith-application:to:our particular ‘vocation; and the 


bours, buteto yudge thy penple:’ Phatis the beft know- 
ic! owill.be, ferviceable..to wusvin.doing, our duty, ;,and 


J our, doz: $e a 


{ is fo much the better cuith an inheritance, Eccl.vit. yt. But 
Uk 
. 


wherefore underfanding heart... He calls him- | 
Self God’s fervant, as afed with that relation to Ged, Phil. | 


t (Prov.ii, 6. We muftopray for it, James i. g.5and | ] ¢ ad grac 
rs } met-him;,but\he comes to Jerufalem.to give thanks. Sefive.the- 
ous Occafions we have for it }::as Solomon, Give mean unr 


iding,. not to pleafe -my!\own cuviofitys with, or: puzzle ne n¢ 
| wondcring that God had met him. any_ here elfe.—-God’s. 
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| fothat knowledge is, which enables us to difcern between good’ 
Solomon’s making fach an | 
intelligent :choice as this, when he was aflzep, and the powers | 
of reafon were leait a@ive, thewed, that it came purely from 
the grace of God, which wrought in him thefe gracious defires. 


and bad, right and wrong, fin and duty, truth and falfehood, 

fo as not to be impofed upon by falfe’ colours, in judging ¢- 

ther of others ations, or of our own. 

4thly, Vhe favourable anfwer God gave to his requeff. - It 

| was apleafing prayer, ver. 10. The fpecch pleafed the Lord. 
God is well pleafed with his own workin his people; the de- 
fires‘of his own kindling, the “prayers of his Spirit’s inditing.. 
By this’choice Soloman! made, it ‘appeared, that ‘he ‘defired to. 
be good ‘more sthan gréat; and to ferve God?s “honout’ more- 
than to*advanee ‘his own) oS FHO are accepted of God, who. 
prefer {pititual blefittigs before ‘temporal, and are more Mlicit- 
ous to bé found Gn the ‘way of their duty, than in the way to» 
preferment.—Bvt'that was not all sit was’a prevailing prayer,. 
and’ prevailed \for more than’ he aflced: nee 

(2i)-God' gave" himwifdem) ver. P2. ‘He fitted’ htm for: 
all (that. gréat work:to°which he had called ‘him; gave ‘him: 
fuch a right underftanding of the law which he. was to judge. 
by, andthe’ cafés he“was to judge of, that never-awas his dike 
fora clear head;'a folid jiidgment, ‘anda piercing eye: Suth: 
an infight, and fich a forefight, “never Was'prince {0 bleffed: 
with. — BL Sm aa 

(2) He gives ‘him tiches and honotit ever and above, into 
the’bargain, ver. 13.5 ‘and iin thefe ‘it 48° promifed, he Thonld as: 
much exceed his predeceffors, his facceflors; aid all his ‘neigh= 


{ bours, as in wifdom. © "Phefe -are* alfGod’s gifts, ‘and “are” 
promifed to all that Seek frp the king dont of God, and the'righte- 


oufne/s thereof, as far as is good for them, Matth. vi. 33. Let 
young people ‘learn ‘to ‘prefer grace ‘before gold ‘in all their 
choices ;becaufe godlinefs has the promif of the life that now 
as, but the Life that now ishas not the promife of godlinefs. How 


| completely bleffed was Solomon, that “had ‘both’ wifdom ‘and: 
wealth! He that has wealth and power without wifdom and. 

“grace, is in danger of doing hurt with it; he that ‘has wifdom: ° 

‘{ and grace without wealth and power,.is not capable , Of doing . 

} fo much good with it, ashe that has both... Wifilom is gagd,. 


if we make fure of wifdom and grace, thofe will either bri 
outward profperity with them, or {weeten the want of it.—G 


| promifed Solomom riches and honour abfolutely, but long (life , 


upon condition, ver.14. Sf thou. avilt-\euglb in, MY WAYS» as 
David did, then I will Jengthen: thy days; he failed sin, the: 
condition ;. and therefore though he had riches and’ honour he» 
did not live fo long to enjoy them; as in a courfé ‘OF nature he’ 
might have done: Length-of days is wiftom’s righthand lee. 
fing, typical -there- of eternal Jife; but.it isin her deft hand. than. 
riches and honour are, Prov..iti..16. ts eeds* obese sha 
Let us fee here, (1,) That the way to obtain fpirital: bef 
| fings, is to be importunate for them; to wreftle. with? God in. 
prayer for them,’as Solomon. did for wildom, afking that Only, 
as the one thing needful. ~ (22); That the way to temporal bléf. 
fings, is to be indifferent to thera, and.to refer ourfelves:to God: 
concerning them, Solomep has wifdom given. bim,, becaule, 
he did.aflc it, and wealth, becaufe he did not. <9. ya 
sthly, The grateful return Solomon made for the vifit Goa? 
was pleafedito make him, ver. 1 5. He awoke, ‘we may fup- 
pofe, /in.a tranfport of joy ;,awoke, and Ais Sleep was feet to: 
him;.as the prophet peaks, Jer. xxxi. 26.3 being fatislied of 
_God’s favour, he was fatisfied with it; and he began to. think, 
_ what he foould render to the Lord: Ue had made his prayer 


at the high place in: Gibeon;. and there God “had gracionfly 


ark of the covenant, as it. were blaming bimfelf that jhe had not 
prayed there, the ark being the token of God's prefence, and: 


| 


pafling by our miflakes, fhould perfuade us'to amend ‘them. 
ry ES i > Sersurebi 
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There he, (1.) Offered a great facrifice to God. We 
mutt give God praife for his gifts in thé .promife, though not 
yet fully performed. David ufed to praife God's word, as 


well as his works, Pfal. lvi. 10. and particularly, 2 Sam. vi. 


18.; and Solamon trode in his fteps. (2.) He made a great 
feaft ‘upon the facrifice, that thofe about him might rejoice with 
him i in the grace of God. 


Then came there two women that were 
fibelcte unto the king, and ftood before him. 
17 And the one woman faid, O my lord, Land 
this woman dwell in one houfe, and I was de- 
livered of a child, with her in the-houfe. — 18 
And it came to pafs the third day after that 1 
was delivered, that this woman was delivered 
alfo: and we were together; there was no 
ftranger with us in the houfe, fave we two in 
the houfe. 
in the night ; becaufe fhe overlaid it. 
fhe arofe at midnight, and took my fon from 
‘befide me, while thine handmaid flept, and laid 
it in her pofom;. and laid her dead child in my 
bofom. -21 And when I rofe in the morning 
to give my child fuck, behold it was. dead : but 
when I had confidered it in the. morning, be- 
hold, it was not my fon, which I did bear. 22 
And the other woman faid, Nay; but the living 
‘is my fon, and the dead is thy fon: and this 


faid, No; but the dead zs thy fon, and the liv- . 


ing is my fon. ,Thus they fpake before the 
king. 
This 7s my fon that liveth, and thy fon zs the 
dead : 
is the dead, and my fon zs the living. 
the king faid, Bring me a fword. And they 
‘brought a fword before the king. 
king faid, Divide the living child m two, and 
give half to the one, and half to the other. 26 
Then fpake the woman whofe the living child 


was, unto the king, (for her bowels yerned up- 


on her fon) and fhe faid, O my lord, give her 
the living child, and in nowife flay it: but the 
other faid, Let it be neither mine nor thine, dwt 
divide it. 27 Then the king anfwered, and 
_ faid, Give her the living child; and in nowife 
. flay it: the is the mother thereof. 28 And all 
“Ifrael heard of the judgment which the king 
had judged, and they feared the king: for they 
faw that the wifdom. of God was in mn, to do 
judgment. ia, ‘ 


Aa inftance-is here given of Solomon’s ~hfdonn; to fhew 
that the grant lately made him, had a real effect upon’ him : 
And the proof is fetched, not from the myfteries of a fate, 
and the policies of the council-board, though there, no doubt 


he excelled; but from the trial and determination of a -caufe | 
between: party and party, which princes, though they devolve — 


5 Tee 
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tg And this woman’s child died: | 
20 And | 


22 Then faid the king, The one: faith, 


and the other faith, Nay; but thy fon. 
24 And | 


23 And the. 


Ae Solonion? s wifdom will take to find out the truth. One knows 


| feemed a ridiculous decifion of the cafe, and in the’ mot brus — 


oo a eee 
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them upon their judges, muft not think it below them. to take ; 
cognifance of. Obferve, . 

1. The cafe opened, not by lawyers, ‘butt by. the parties 
themfelves, though they were women ; which made it the 
eafier to fuch a piercing eye as Solomon had, to difcern bes 
tween right and wrong, by their own fhewing.- ‘Thefe two 

_ women were harlots, kept a public houfes and their children, 
fome think, were born’ of fornication, becaufe here is no men- 
tion of their hufbands.—It is probable, the caufe had. been 
heard in the inferior courts, before it was bronght before Golo- 
mon, and had been found {pecially ; the judges being unable 
to determine it, that Sclomon’s -wifdom in deciding it at laft 
might be the more taken notice of. .'Thefe two women lived 
in a houfe together, were each of them delivered. of a fon 
within three days one of another, ver.17, 15. They were - 
fo poor, that they had no fervant or rate icoklien to be with 
them ; fo flighted, becaufe harlots, that they had no friend’or 
pehdiats to accompany them. One of them overlaid her child, 
aiid in the night exchanged it with the other, ver. 19, 29.5 
who was foon aware of the cheat put upon her, and appealed 

_to public juftice to be righted, ver. 21.—See, (4.) How bad 

“it is at all times with little children, how uncertain their lives. 
are, and to how many dangers they are continually -expofed. ~~ 
The age of infancy, isthe valley of the fhadow of death, and 
the lamp of life-when firft lighted, is eafily blown out. It iss ~ 
a wonder of mercy, that fo few -perith i in the perils of nurfing. 55 
(2.) How much better it was in«thofe times. with children — 
born in fornication, than commonly it is now. Harlots - then ye 
loved their children, nurfed them, and were loth to part Ao 
them ; whereas now, they are often abandoned; expoled, fent 
far enough, or killed : But thus it is foretold, that é in the. laf 
days, perilous times foould come, when People thould be ieee 

napural affedtion, 2'Vim. iti, 3. pager! on 

2. The difficulty of the cafe. “er he queftion Sa “Who P 
was the mother of this living’ child, which. ‘was brought inte. 

- court, to be finally adjudged | either to the one, or to the other ?.~ 


AnTusg 


Both mothers were vehement in their claims, _ and fhewed a - 


great deal of concern about it: both were peremptory in their a 
afleverations ; Jt is mine, faith one 3 Nay, %t is mine, faith the © 
other. Neither will own the dead child, though it would be 4 
cheaper to bury that, than to, maintain the other; but it is the 
living one they ftrive for. The living child is therefore the pa- 
rents joy, becaufe it is their hopes; and may not the dead 
children be fo? See Jer. xxxi. 17. Now the difficulty of the.’ _ 
‘cafe was, there was no evidence on either fide. The neigh- | 
bours, though it is probable fome of them were prefent at the r 
birth and circumcifion of the children, yet had not | taken fo. 
much notice of them, as to be able to diftinguifh them. 
put the parties to the rack, would have been barbarous ; Y oa 
that which had juftice on se fide, but that which was molt | m: 
hardy, would have had the judgment in her favour. Little 
weight is to be Jaid on extorted evidence. | Judges and “jurie 
have need of wifdom, to find out truth, when it thus lies hid. 
.3- Lhe determination of it. Solomon, having patiently 
heard svhat both fides’ had to fay, forms up the evidence, ver. © 
23. And now the whole court is in expectation, what courfe 


hot what to fay to it; another, perhaps, would determine it by 
lot. Solomon calls: ford a fword, and gives orders to. divide the ‘ 
living child between the two: contenders, — Now, (t-) This — 


tifh manner a cutting’ the knot which he could. not iuntien als, | 
| this the wifdom of Solomon, think: the, old fages of th Jaw3 
» little: dreaming what he aimed at in it. of hin 
-fach kings, are unfearchable, Prov. xxv. og Ther 


ba, 


‘concerning ae ‘sere ofa inne OX and a dead 
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‘XSL. 25.; but that did not reach this cafe. But, (2.) It pro 
ved an effectual difcovery of the truth. Some think Solomon 


“did himfelf difern it, before he made this experiment, by the, 


“countenance of the women, and their way of fpeaking ; but, 
~ “by this, he gave fatisfaGtion to all the company, and filenced the 
pretendet.—To ‘find out’ the true mother, he could not try 
_ which the child loved beft, and muft therefore try which 
loved the child beft; both pretended to a motherly -af- 
fection, but the fincerity of it will be tried when the child is in 
danger. [1.] She that knew the child was not her own, but, 
~ “in contending for it, {tood upon a point of honour, was very 
“well content to~have it divided. She that had overlaid her 
own child, cared not what became of this, {6 the true mother 
might not have it.—Jet it be neither mine nor thine, but divide 
it.—By this it appeared, the knew her own Hitle not good, and 
_ feared Solomon would find it fo, though fhe little fufpected that 
_ fhe was betraying herfelf, but thoaght Solomon in good earneft. 
If fhe had been the true mother, fhe had forfeited her intereft 
in ‘the child, ‘by agreeing fo readily to this bloody decifion. 
But, [2.] She that knew the child was her own, rather than 
the child fhould be butchered, gives it up to her adverfary. 
How paffionately doth fhe cry out, O, my lord, give her the 
living child ? ver. 26. 
it at all. | By this tendernefs towards the child, it appeared, 
fhe was not the carelefs mother that had overlaid the dead 
__ child, but was the true mother of the living one, that could not 
endure to fee its death, having compaflion on the fon of her 
womb. The cafe is plain (faith Solomon); what need we any 


witnefles ? Give her the living child; for you all fee, by this , 


undiffembled compaflion, jhe is the mother of it. Let parents 
fhew their love to their children, by taking care of them, efpe- 
_ Cially by taking care of their fouls, and, with a holy violence, 
_ fnatching them as brands out of the burning. They are moft 
_ likely to have the comfort of children, that do their duty to 
them.——Satan pretends to the heart of man 3 but, by this, it 
_ appears he is only a pretender, that he would be content to 
~ divide with God ; whereas the rightful Sovereign of the heart 
will have all or none. | 
Laflly, We ate told, what a great reputation Solomon got 
among his people, by this and other inflances of his wifdom, 
which would have a great influence upon the eafe of his go- 
_ vernment: They feared the king, ver. 28. highly reverenced 
him, durft not in any thing oppofe him, and were afraid of do- 
ing an unjuft thing; for they knew if ever it came before him, 
he would certainly difcover it; for they faw that the wifdom of 


God was in him, 1. e. that wifdom which God had promifed to : 


endue him with.—This made his face to fhine, Eccl. viii. 13 
_ this flrengthened him, Eccl. vii. 19.3 this was better to him 
than weapons of war, Eccl. ix. 18.3 for this he was both fear- 


ed and loved. 
. CHA P. Iv. 

» An inflance of the wifdom God granted to Solomon, we bad 
in the clofé of the foreging chapter: In this we have an 
account of his wealth and profperity, which was the other 

branch of the promife there made him. We have here, I. 
_ The magnificence of bis courts his minifers of flate; ver. 
 I,—6.; and the purveyors of bis houfebold, ver. 7,—19. 
and their office, ver. 27, 28, 
_ table, ver. 22, 23. III. The extent of bis dominion, ver. 
21,24. IV. The number, eafe, and peace of his fubjeéts, 
ver. 20.25. V. His flatles, ver. 26. VI. His great ree 
| putation Sor wifdom and learning, ver. 29s—34. Thus 
"great was Solomon, but our Lord Jefus was greater than 
he, Mat:h. xii. 42. though he took upon him ibe form of a 
‘vant : Sor divinity in its loweft humiliations, infinitely 
tranfeends tc tn its higheft elevations, 


f d 


Vor. IL, 


Kings 


Let me fee it hers, rather than not fee 


= 
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S° king Solomon was king’ over all Ifracl, 

* 2 And thele were the princes which he had, 
Azariah the fon of Zadok, the prieft: 3 Eli- 
horeph and Ahiah, the fons of Shifha, feribes : 
Jehothaphat the fon of Ahilud, the. recorder. 
4 And Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada was over 
the hoft: and Zadok and Abiathar were the 
priefts. 5 And Azariah the fon of Nathan was 
over the officers : and Zabud the fon of Nathan 
was principal officer, and the king’s friend. 
6 And Ahifhar was over the houfehold: and 
Adoniram the fon of Abda was over the tri- 
bute. -7 & And Solomon had twelve officers 
over all f{frael, which provided viduals -for the 
king and his houfehold : each man his month 
in a’ year made provifion. 8 And thefe. are 
their names: The fon of Hur, in mount E- 
phraim. g The fon of Dekar, in Makaz, and 
in. Shaalbim, and Beth-fhemech, and Elon-beth- 
hanan. 10 The fon of Hefed, in Aruboth: to 
him pertained Sochoh, and all the land of He- 
pher. 41 The fon of Abinadab, in all the re- 
gion of Dor, which had Taphath the daughter 
of Solomon to wife. 12 Baana the fon of Ahi- 
lud: to bim pertained Taanach and Megiddo, 
and all Beth-fhean, which is by Zartanah be- 
neath Jezreel, from Beth-fhean to Abelmeholah, 


€ven unto the place that is beyond Jokneam. 


13 The fon of Geber, in Ramtoth-gilead : to him 
Pertained the towns of Jair the fon of Manaffeh, 
which are in Gilead : to him alfa pertained the. 
region of Atgob, which is in Balhan, threefcore 
great cities with walls, and brazen bars. 14 
Ahinadab the fon of Iddo fad Mahanaim. 1 5 
Ahimaaz was in Naphtali; he alfo took Bat. 
math the daughter of Solomon to wife. 16 
Baanah the fon of Hufhai was in Afher and in 


Aloth. 17 Jehofhaphat the fon of Paruah, in 
Iffachar. 18 Shimei the fon of Elah, in Ben- 
jamin. 19 Geber the fon of Uri was in the 


country of Gilead, im the country of Sihon king 
of the Amorites, and of Og king of Bafhan; and 
be was the only officer which was in the land. 


Here is, 1. Solomon upon the throne, ver. 1: So king So- 
lomon was king, i.e. he was confirmed -and eftablithed king 
over all Ifrael, and not as his fucceffors, only over two tribes. 
He was a king, i.e. he did the work and duty of a king, with 
the wifdom which God had given him. Thhofe preferve the 
name and honour of their place, that mind the bufinefs of it, 
and make confeience of that. — 

2. The great officers of his court; in the choice of which, 
no doubt, his wifdom much appeared.—It is obfefvable, (1.) 
That feveral of them are the fame that were in his father’s 
time. Zadok and Abiathar were then priefts, 2 Sam. xx, 
25; fo they were now; only then Abiathar had the prece- 
dency, now Zadok. Jehofhaphat was then recorder, or keep. 
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er of the great feal ; fo.he was now. Benaiah, in his father’s 
time, was a principal man in military affairs ; and.{fo he was now. 
Shifha was his father’s {cribe, and his fons were his, ver. 3. 
Sclomon, though a wife man, would not affe&t to feem wifer 
than his father in this matter. When fons come to inherit 
their father’s wealth, honour, and power, it is a piece of 
refpect ta their memory, ceteris paribus, to employ _thofe 
whom they employed, and truft thofe whom they truited. 
Many pride themfelves in-being the reverfe to their good pa- 
rents. (2.) Phe re{t were clergymens fons. His prime mi- 
nifter of {tate was dzariah the fon of Zadok the prief. Two 
ether of the firft rank were the fons of Nathan the prophet, 
ver. 5. In preferring them, he teftified the grateful refpeé 
he had for their good father, whom he loved ia the name of a 
prophet. . z 

3 The-purveyors for his houfehold, whofe bufinefs it was to 
fend provifions in from feveral parts of the country, for the 
king’s tables and cellars, ver. 7. and for his ftables, ver. 27, 
28. That thus, (2.) His houfe might always be well fur- 
nifhed, at the beft hand. Let great men learn hence good 
houfe-keeping, and yet good hufbandry in their houfe-keeping ; 


to be generous in fpending according to their ability, but pru-, | 


dent in providing, It is the charaéter of the virtuous woman, 
that fhe bringeth her food from afar, Prov. xxxi 14.3 not 
far-fetched, and dear bought, but the contrary, every thing 
bought where it is cheapeft. (2.) That thus he himfelf, and 
thofe who immediately attended him, might be eafed of a great 
deal of care, and the more clofely apply themfelves to the bu- 
finefs of the ftate, not troubled about much ferving, provifion 
for that being got ready to their hand. (3.) That thus all the 
parts of the kingdom muft be equally benefited, by the taking 
- off the commodities that were the products of their country, 
and the circulating of the coin. Induftry would hereby be 
encouraged, and confequently wealth increafed, even in thofe 

~ tribes that lay maft remote from the court. The providence 
’ of God extends itfelf to all places of his dominions, Pfal. citi. 
22. So fhould the prudence and care of princes. (4.) The 
dividing of this truft into fo many hands was politic enough, 
that no man might be continually burdened with the care of 
it, nor grow exorbitantly rich with the profit of it; but that 
Solomon might have thofe in every diftriét, that having a de- 


pendence upon the court, would be ferviceable to him and his 


intereft, as there was occafion. : 


Thefe commiffioners of the victualling-office, not for the - 


army or navy, (Solomon was engaged in no war), but for the 
houfehold, are here named. Several of them only by their 
furnames, as great men commonly call their fervants, Ben-hur, 
Ben-dekar, 5¢.3 thongh feveral of them have their proper 
_ names prefixed. "Two of them married Solomon’s daughters, 
Ben-Abinadab, ver. 11. and Ahimaaz, and no difparagement 
to them to marry men of bufinefs, Better match with the 
officers of their father’s court, that were Hraelites, than with 
the fons of ‘princes that were frrangers to the covenants of pro- 
_mife. The fon of Geber was in Ramoth-Gilead, ver. 23.; 
“and Geber himfelf was in the country of Sihon and Og, which 
- included that and Mahanaim, ver. ig. He is therefore faid 
to be the only. officer in that land, becaufe the other two men- 
tioned, ver. 13, 14. depended on him, and were fubordinate 
to him. ; 
20 Judah and Ifrael were many, as the 
fand which is by the fea in, multitude, eating 
and drinking, and making merry. 21 And 


Solomon reigned over all kingdoms, from the 
river unto the Jand of the Philiftines, and unto. 


the bodet of Egypt: they brought prefents, 


ke ge Nae & 


deer, and fatted fowl. 


| fhebah, all the days of Solomon. 


| the Meffiah, as it was then. 


| were many and merry; very many, very merry. (1.) They 
were numerous, and the country exceeding populous, ver. 22. 


maintain them all: They were as the fang 
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Chap. LV. 


thirty meafures of fine flour, and threefcore 
meatures of meal, 23 Ten fat oxen, and twen- 
ty oxen out of the paftures, and an hundred 
fheep, befides harts, and roe-bucks, and fallow- 
24 For he had domi- 
nion over all the region on this fide the river, 


-from Tiphfah even to Azzah, over all the kings. 


on this fide the river: and he had peace on all 
fides round about him. 


cand ferved Solomon all the days of his life. 
22 4 And Solomon’s provifion for one day, was. 


25 And fudah and — 
| Ifrael dwelt fafely, every man under his yine, 


and under his fig-tree, from Dan even to Beer- — 


26 | And 
Solomon had forty thoufand ftalls of horles for 


| his chariots, and twelve thoufand horfemen. 27 
| And thofe officers provided victyal for king So- 


lomon, and for all that came unto king, Solo- 


mon’s table, every man in his month, they lack- 


ed nothing. 28 Barley alfo and ftraw for the 
horfes and dromedaries brought they into the: 


| place where the officers were, every man ac-. 


cording to his charge, 


- Such a kingdom, and fuch a court, fure never any prince. 
had, as Solomon’s is here deferibed to be, 
1, Such a kingdom. Never did the 


rown of Hiael thine, 


| fo bright, as it did when Solomon wore it; never in his, fa-- 


ther’s days, never in the days of any of his. fuccefiors 5 nor. 


was that kingdom ever fo glorious a type of the kingdom of 
The account here given of it, 


is fuch as fully anfwers the prophecies which we haye con- 


cerning it, Pfal. Ixxii.; which isa pfalm for Solomon, but. 
with reference to Chrift. APOE ke ie sg ae 

ri, The territories of this kingdom were large, and its tri- 
butaries many; fo it was foretold, that he fhould have dami- 
nion from fea to fea, Pfal. xxii, 8,—-11, Solomon reigned not. 
only over all Mrael, who were his fubjeéts by chaice, but o- 
ver all the neighbour kingdoms, who were his fubjeds by con- 
ftraint. All the princes from the river Euphrates north-eaft, 
to the border of Egypt fouth-weft, not only added to his ho= 
nour, by doing him homage, and holding their crowns of him, 


-but added to.his wealth, by ferving him, and bringing him in. - 
prefents, ver. 21. Dayid, by his fuccefsful wars, compelled 
them to this fubjeétion ; and Solomon, by his admirable wif= 
dom, made it eafy and reafonable ; for it is fit the fool fhould. 
be fervant to the wife in heart. If they gave him prefents, he 
gave them ipftruétions, and {till taught the people knowledge 
not only his own people, but thofe of other nations; and wi — 
dom is better than gold.——-He bad peace on-all fides ver. 24. 
None of all the nations that were fubject to him, offered to 
thake off his yoke, or give him any difturbance, but rather, — 
thought themfelyes happy in their dependan e upon him. a 
| Herein his kingdom typified the Meffiah’s ; for to him it is 

promifed, that he fhall have the Heathen for his inheritances — 

and that perc Shall cworfhip him, Wa. slik. 6, 5. Vite 126 


adly, ‘The fubjes of this kingdom, and its inhabitant: 


it 


Judah and Lfrael were many,.and that/good land fufficie 
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not that they might hoard up. 


_ we may guefs at the vaft number 
"great refort that was. to him, by the provifion that was made 


KP 


* gmailitule. Now was fulfilled the promife made to Abrahain, 
‘concerning the increafe of his feed, Gen. xxii. 17. as well as 


that concerning the extent of their dominion, Gen. xv. 18. This. 


was their itrength and beauty, the honour of their prince, the 
terror of their enemies, and an advancement of the wealth of 
the nation. If they grew fo numerous, that the place was a- 
ny where too {trait for them, they might remove with advan- 
tage into the countries that were fubje&t to them. Gods fpi- 
ritual Ifrael are many, at leaft they will be fo when they come 
all together, Rev. vii. 9. , (2.) ‘They were eafy, they dwelt 
fafely, or with confidence and affurance, ver. 25.3 not jealous 
of their king, or of bis officers ; not difaffeded either to him, 
or to one another; nor under any apprehenfion of danger 
from enemies, foreign or domeftic.. They were happy, and 
“knew it ; fafe, and willing to think themfelves fo : They dwelt 
every man under his vine, and fig-tree. Solomen invaded no 
man’s property, took not to himfelf their vineyards and olive- 
yards, as fometimes was the manner of the king, 1 Sam. viii. 


_ 19.3 but what they had, they could’call their own: but he 


protected every man in the pofleflion and énjoyment of what 
was his own. ‘They that had vines and fig-trees, eat the fruit 
of them themfelves: and fo great was the peace of the coun- 
‘try, that they might, if they pleafed, dwell as fafely under the 
fhadow of them, as within the walls of a city.. Or becaufe it 


_ was uftal to have wines by the fides of their houfes, Plal. cxxviii. 


3: they are faid to dwell under their vines. 3.) They were 
_cheerful in the’ ufe of their plenty, eating, and drinking, and 
“making merry, ver. 20. Solomon did not only keep-a good 

table himfelf, but enabled all his fubjects, according to their 


rank, to do fo too; and taught them, that God gave them’ 


~ their abundance, that they might ufe it foberly and pleafantly, 
There is nothing better, than 
_ for a man to eat the labour of his hands, Eccl. ii. 24. and that 
with a-merry heart, Eccl. ix. 7- His father, in the pfalms, 

shad led his people into the comforts and communion with 
_ God, and now he led thern to the comfortable ufe of the good 
_ things of this life. This pleafant pofture of Ifrael’s affairs, 
extended in place from Dan to Beer-theba ; no part of the 


f 4 ‘ . 
country was expofed, or upon any account uneéafy; and it con- 


tinued for time, a/l the days of Solomon, without any material 
interruption. Go where you would, and you might fee all 
the marks of plenty, peace, and fatisfaGion. The {piritual 
peace, and joy, and holy fecurity, of all the faithfal fubjeéts of 
~ the Lord Jefus, was typified by this ——The kingdom of God 
4s not, as Solomon’s was, meat and drink, but that which is 
infinitely better, righteou/ne/s, and peace, and joy in the holy 
Ghof. . 
2. Such a court Solomon kept, as fearce can be paralelled. 
of his attendants, and the 


_ daily for his table. _ Of bread {o many meafures of flour and 
‘meal, as is computed would richly ferve 300 men; Carellus 
computes above 48,050 men: and the provifion of fleth, ver. 
23 is rather more in proportion. What valt quantities were 
here of beef, mutton, and venifon, and the choiceft of all fat- 
‘ted things, as fome read that which we tranflate fatted fowl ! 

' Ahafuerus, once in his reign, made a great feaft, to foew the 
riches of his kingdom, Etth. i. 3, 4- But it was much more 


Re: _ the honour of Solomon,. that he kept a conftant table, and a 


very noble one; not of dainties, or deceitful meats ; he him- 
~ felf witnefled againft them, Prov. xxiii. 3. but fubftantial food, 


_ for the entertainment of thofe who came to hear his wifdom. 
‘Thus Chrift fed thofe whom he taught, five thoufand at a 
_ time, more than even Solomon’s table could entertain at once. _ 
And all believers have in him a continual feaft, Herein he 


fat outdoes Solomon, that he feeds all his fubje&s, not with 
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the meat that perifheth, but that which endures to eternal life. 

Tt added much, both to the flrength and glory of Solo- 
mon’s kingdoin, that he had fuch abundance of horfes, forty 
thoufand for chariots, and twelve thoufand for ‘his troops. A 
thoufand horfe, perhaps, in every tribe for the preferving of the 
public peace, ver. 26, God had commanded that their king 
fhould not multiply horfes, Deut. xvi. i6. Nor, according 
to the aecount here given, confidering the extent and wealth 


of Solomon’s kingdom, gid he multip! horfes in proportion 
7 rey ? i y 


to his neighbours; for we find even the Phililtines bringing 
into the ficld thirty thoufand- chariots, 1-Sam. xiii. 6. And 
the Syrians at leaft forty thoufand horfe,2 Sam. x. 18.— 
The fame officers that provided for his houfe, provided alfo 
for his ftable, ver. 27, 28. Every one knew his plece, and 


work, and time ; and fo this great court was kept without 


confufion.—Solomon, that had vat inconies, lived at a vatt 
€xpence, and perhaps wrote that with application to himfelf, 
Eccl. ve at. When goods increafe they are increafed that eat 
them; and what good is there to the oqners thereof, faving the 
bebolding of them with their eyes, unlefs withal they have the 
fatisfaétion of doing good with them ? . 

29 {| And God gave Solomon wifdom and 
underftanding, exceeding much, and largenefs 
of heart, even as the fand that is on the {ea- 
fhore. _ 30 And Solomon’s wifdom excelled the 


-wifdom of all the children of the eaft-country, 
and all the wifdom of Egypt. 3r For he. was. 


wifer than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, 
and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the fons 
of Mahol: and his fame was in all ‘nations 
round about. 32 And he fpake three thoufand 
proverbs: and his fongs were a thoufand and 
five. 33 And he fpake of trees, from the ced- 
ar-tree that ts in Lebanon, even unto the hyf- 
fop that {pringeth out of the wall: he {pake 
alfo of beafts, and of fowl, and of creeping 
things, and of fifhes. 34 And there came of 
all people to hear the wifdom of Solomon, from 
all kings of the earth, which had heard of his 
wifdom. ; 


Solomon’s wifdom was more his glory than his wealth. A. 
general account of it we have here. Cs 

1. The fountain of his wifdom: God gave it him, ver. 29. 
He owns it himfelf, Prov. ii. 6. The Lord giveth wifdom. He 
gave the powers of reafon, Job xxxviii. 36. preferves and im- 
proves them. ‘The ordinary advances of theni are owing to 
his providence, the fan@tification of them to bis grace ; and 


. this extraordinary pitch to which they arrived in Solomon, to 


a fpecial grant of his favour to him, in anfwer to his prayer. 

2. The fulnefs of it: He had wifdom and underflanding exi~ 
ceeding much. Great knowledge of diftant countries, and the 
hiftories of former times; a quicknéfs of thought, {trength of 
memory, and clearnefs of judgment; fuch as never any man 
had. It is called largene/s of heart; for the heart is often put 
for the intelle@tual powers. “He had a vaft compafs of know- 
ledge, could take things entire, and had an admirable faculty 
of laying things together. Some by his largene/s of heart, un- 
derftand his courage and boldnefs, and that great affurance 
with which he delivered his di€tates and determinations. Or 
it may be meant of his difpofition to do good with it. He 
was very free and communicative of his knowledge ; had the 
gift of utterance as well as wifdom ; was as free of his learn- 
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ing.as he was of his meat ; and grudged neither. to any that 
were about him. Note, It is very defirable, that thofe who 
have large gifts of any kind, fhould have large hearts to ufe 
them for the good of others: and this is from the hand of God, 
Eccl. iii. 24. He fhall enlarge the heart, Pfal. exix. 32. 

The greatnefs of Solomon’s wifdom is illuftrated by compa- 
rifon, Chaldea and Egypt were nations famous for learning ; 
thence the Greeks borrowed theirs: but the greateft {cholars 
of either of thefe nations came fhort of Solomon, ver. Zonet 
nature excel art, much more doth grace. The knowledge 
which God gives by fpecial favour, goes beyond that which 
man gets by his own labour. Some wife men there were in 
Solomon’s time that were in great repute; particularly Heman, 
and others, who were Levites, and employed by David in the 
temple-mufic, 1 Chron. xv.19. Heman was his jeer in the 
words of God,.1 Chron. xxv. 5. Chalcol and Darda were 
own brothers, and they alfo were noted for learning and wif- 
dom. But Solomon. excelled them all, ver. 30. he pofed them, 
quite outdid them ; his counfel was much more valuable. 

3. The fame of it : It was talked of in a// nations round a- 
bout. His great wealth and glory made his wifdom much 
more illuftrious, and gave him thofe opportunities of thewing 


it, which they cannot have that live in poverty and obfcurity. 
‘The jewel of wifdom may receive great advantage by the fet-. 


ting of it. 
4. The fruits of it. By thefe the tree is known. 
not bury his talent, but fhewed his wifdom. 
iff, In his compofures. 'Thofe in divinity are not mention- 
ed here, which he wrote by divine infpiration ; for they are 
~ extant, and will remain to the world’s end monuments of his 
wifdora ; and are, as other parts of {cripture, of ufe to make 
us wife unto falvation. But befides thofe, it appears. by. what 
he fpake, or. digtated to be written from him, (1.) That he 
_ was a moraliff, and a man of great prudence ;. for.he fpake 
three thoufand proverbs, wife fayings, apophthegms; of admirs 
able 1fe for the conduct of human life. ‘Che world is much 
governed by proverbs, and was never better furnifhed with 
ufeful ones, than by Solomon.—Whether: thefe proverbs of 
Solomon that we have, were any part of the three thoufand, 
is uncertain. {2.) That he was a poet, and a man of great 
wit: His fongs were a thoufand and five: of which one only 


He did 


is extant; becaufe that only was divinely infpired, which is - 


therefore called his Song of fongs. His wife inftru@tions were 
communicated by proverbs, that they might be familiar to them 
he defigned to teach, and ready on all occafions; by fongs, 
that they might be pleafant, and move the affections. (3-) 
That he was a natural philofopher, and a man of great learning 
and infight into the myfteries of nature. From his own and 
others obfervations and experiences, he wrote both of plants 
‘and animals, ver. 33. defcriptions of their nature and qualities, 
and (fome think) of the medicinal ufe of them. ; 

2dly, In his converfe.—There came perfons from all parts, 
who were more inquifitive after knowledge than their neigh. 
bours, to bear the wifdom. of Solomon, ver. 34, Kings that 
had heard of it, fent their ambafladors to hear it, and. to 
bring them: inftru@ions from it.—Solomon’s court was the 
{taple of learning, and the rendezvous of philofophers, i. e..the 
lovers of wifdom, who all came to light their candle at his 
Jamp, and to borrow from him. Let thofe whg magnify the 
modern learning above that of the ancients, produce fuch a 
treafury of knowledge any where in thefé latter ages, as. that 
was which Solomon was mafter of: yet this, puts an honour 
upon human learning, that Solomon is praifed for it, and re- 


commends it to the great men of the earth, as well worthy | 


their diligent fearch, But laftly, Solomon was herein a type 
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Chap. Vi | 


of Chrift, in whom ave'bid ollie treafures of wifdom and know-- 
ledge ; and hid for ufe, for he is made of God to us wifdom. A 


CH A: Peivies cf oy 
The great work which Silomon was raifed up todo, was the 

building of the temple. His wealth and wifdom were Si i 

ven bim to qualify tim for that. In this elpecially he was 

to be a type of Chri; for he thall build the temple of the - 
Lord, Zech. vi. 12. Ln this chapter we have an account 
of the preparations he made for that and bis other build= - 
ingt. Gold and filuer bis good father bad prepared in a— 
bundance ; but umber and fisnes be mufi get ready; and 
about thefe we have him treating with Hiram king of ~ 
Tyre. J. Hiram congratulated his acceffion to the throne, ~ 
ves. I. IL. Solomon fignified to him bis defign to build the — 
temple, and defired him to furnifh him with workmen, vers. 
2,—§. ILI. Miram agrecd to.do it, vet. 7,—9, TV. Soe” 

lomen’s work ts accordiag!y well donc, and Hiram’s works. 
_men well paid, ver. 10,—18.. pepe SS tees) 
ND Hiram king of Tyre fent his fervants - 
A -unto Solomon ; (for he had heard that - 
they had: anointed him king in the room of his 
father) for Hiram was ever a lover of David... 
2 And Solomon fent to Hiram, faying, 3 Thou 
knoweft how that David my father could not — 
build an houfe unto the name of the Lorp his — 
God, for the wars which were about him on e- — 
very fide, until the Lorp put them. under the ~ 
foles of his feet. 4 But now the Lorp my God — 

hath given me reft on every fide, fo that ther 
is neither adverfary, nor evil occurrent. aaa 
And behold, I purpofe to. build an houfe unto 
the name of the Lorp my God, as the Lora. ~ 
{pake unto David my father, faying, Thy fon, — 
whom I will fet upon thy throne in thy room, ~ 
he fhall build an houfe unto my name. 6 — 
Now therefore command thou, that they hew _ 

me cedar-trees out of Lebanon, and my fervants — 


fhall be with thy fervants: and unto thee will 


point me, and will caufe them to be dife argec 


Kor 
ed 


there; and thou fhalt. receive. them: and 


/ = 


—- lu, 


bea “Ss : 
“Chap. V- See ike 5 


~-thalt accomplifh my defire, in giving food for 


my houfehold. 


We have here an account of the amicable correfpondence 
that was between Solomon and Hiram. Tyre was a famous 
trading city that lay clofe upon the fea, in the border of Tfrael ; 
“its inhabitants (as fhould feem) none of the devoted nations, 
_ hor ever at enmity with Ifrael; and therefore David never of- 
fered to deftroy them, but lived in friendfhip with them. It 
is faid here of Hiram their king, that he was ever a lower of 
David ; and we have reafon to think he was a worlhipper of 
the trué God, and had himfelf renounced though he could not 
reform the idolatry of his city. David’s charaéter will win 
the affections even of thofe that.are without. Here is, 
1. Hirarn’s embafly of compliment to Solomon, ver.-1. He 
. fent, as is ufual among princes, to condole the death of Da- 
vid, and to renew his alliances with him upon: his fucceffion 
to the government. It is good keeping up friendfhip and com- 
munion with the families in which religion is uppermott. 
2. Solomon’s embaffy of bufinefs to Hiram; fent, it is like- 
“ly, by meffengers of his own. In wealth, honour, and power, 
Hiram was very much inferior to Solomon ; yet Solomon has 
“ectalion to be beholden to him, and begs his favour. Let us 
never look with difdain on thofe below us, becaufe we know 
not how foon we may need them. Solomon, in his letter to 
Hiram, acquaints him, 

_ Uf, With his defign to build atemple to the honour of God. 
Some think that temples among the Heathen. took their firft rife 
and copy from the tabernaele which Mofes ereted in the wil- 
dernefs, and that there were none before. that. However, 


there were many houfes built in honour of the falfe’ gods, be-- 


-fere this was built in honour of the God of Hrael ; fo little is 
external fplendor a mark of the true church. Solomon tells 
Hiram, (who was himfelf no {tranger to the affair), (1.) That 

~ David’s wars were an obftru@ion.to him, that he cou'd not 
build this temple, though he defigned it, ver. 3, They took 
up much of his time, and thoughts, and cares; were a con+ 
itant expence to him, and a conitant employment to his fub- 


jects : fo that he could not do it fo well as it muft be done se, 


_and therefore, it not being effential to religion, he mutt leave 
it to be done by his fucceffor. See what need we. have to 
“pray, that God will give paace im our time, becaufe, in time of 
war, the building of the gofpel-temple. commonly goes flowly 


on. (2.).That his peace was an oppertunity to him to build . 


it 5 and therefore he refolved to fet. about: it prefently :. God 
bas given me reft-both at home and abroad sand there is. no ad- 
verfary, ver. 4, no Satan, fo-the word is; no in{trument .of 
Satan to-oppofe it, or to divert-ps from it. Satan doth all he 
ean to hinder temple-work, 1 Theff. ii, 18. Zech. iii, 1. but 


when he is bound, (Rev. xx. 2.), we fhould be bufy.—When — 


‘there is no evil occurrent, then let us be vigorous and zealous 
in that which is ‘good, and get it forward... When the.churches 
have reft, let them be edified, Ads ix. 31... Days of peace 
and profperity prefent us with a fair gale, which we mult ac- 
count for, if we.improve not.—As God’s: providence excited 
Solomon to think of building the. temple, by giving him wealth 
and leifure; fo his promife encouraged .him. God had told 


David, that his /on /hould build him: an houfe, ver. 5, he will | 


take it as a pleafure.to-be thus. employed, and will not. lofe.the 


honour defigned. him.by. that promife. Ie. may ftir.us up much | 


(0 good undertakings, to be. affured.of good fuccefs io them. 
ha mt God’s promife quicken our endeavours, hee th 
2, 
Ce 


a was the.plece whence timber: mult be had ; -a noble 
1.the north. of Canaan, particularly expreffed in the grant 


» 


Jand to Lftacl all Lebanon, Jolb. xii, 5... So that So. 


all 


, With his defire that Hiram would afi! him herein. 
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Jomon was proprietor of all its produ@s. The cedars of Leban 
non are {poken of as in a fpecial manner the planting of the 
Lord, Plal. civ. 16. being defigned for Ifrael’s ufe, and parti- 
cularly for temple-fervice. But Solomon owns, thovgh the 
trees were his, the [fraelites could not JSrill to hew timber, like 


the Sidonians, who were Hiram’s fubje@s. Canaan was a 


land. of wheat and barley, Deut. viii. $. which employed Ifrael 
in the affairs of hufbandry, fo that they were not at all verfed 
in manufactures: in them the Sidonians exceiled. Ifrael, in 
the things of God, is a wife and underflanding people s and yet 
in curious arts inferior to theit neighbours. . ‘True piety is a 
much more valuable gift of Heaven than the higheft degree of 


ingenuity. Better be an Ifraelite fkilful in the law, than. a Sie 


donian fkilful to hew timber. But the cafe being thus, Solo- 
mon courts Hiram to fend him workmen ;.and promifeth, ver, 
6. both to affift them, My fervants /hall be with thy fervants, 
to work under them; and to pay them, Unto thee will J give 
hire for thy: fervants ; for. the labourer even in church- 
work, though it be indeed its own wages, is worthy of his kire. 
—The evangelical prophet foretelling the glory of the church 
in the days ofthe Meffiah, feems to allude to this ftory, Ifa. 
Ix. where he prophefies, (1.) That she fons of flrangers (fauch 


were the Tyrians and Sidonians) fhould build up the wall of © 


the gofpel-temple, ver. 10. Minifters were raifed up. among 
the Gentiles, for the edifying of the body of Chrift. (25 
That the glory of Lebanon fhould be brought to it to beautify it, 
ver. 13.- All external endowments and advantages fhould be 
made ferviceable to the interefts of Chrift’s‘kingdom.. 

3. Hiram’s reception: of, and:return to this meflage. 


iff, He received it with great fatisfaction’ to himfelf. He - 
rejoiced greatly, ver. 6. that Solomon trode in his father’s fleps, 


and carried on his defigns, and was likély to be fo preata blef-  - 
fing to his kingdom. This Hiram’s generous’ fpirit rejoiced » 


iny.and not only in the profpeé he had of making an advan- 
tage to himfelf-by Solomon’s employing him. What he had 
the pleafure of, he gave God. the praife of: Bleed be the 


Lord, which has given to David (who was himfelf a wife man) » 


a wife fon, to rule over this great people.—See here, (1.) With 
what pleafure Hiram {peaks of Solomon’s wifdom, and the ex- 


tent of his dominion ; and Jet us not envy others thofe fecular ~ 


advantages, or thofe endowments of the mind wherein they: 


excel uss (2.) What a great comfort it is to thofe that wifh 
well to the Ifrael of God, to fee religion and wifdom kept up ~ 


in families from one generation to another, efpecially in great 


where itis fo, God muft have the glory of it. If to godly 


parents be given a godly feed, Mal. ii. 15. it is a token for 


good, and a happy indication, that the entail of the blefling- 
fhall not be cut off. : 

2dly, He returned it with great fatisfaétion to’ Solomon, 
granting him what he defired, and fhewing himfelf very for- 
ward to affift him in this great good work to which he ‘was 
laying his hand. We have here his articles of agreement with 
Solomon concerning this affair. In which’ we may obferve 
Hiram’s prudence. (1.) He deliberated: upon the propofal, 


_ families, and thofe that have great influence ‘on others: and - 


before he returned) an-anfwer s-vers.8e FE have confidered i fro 


things.————It- is common for-thofe who. make bargains rafhiys. 


g 


afterwards to with them unmade again.. The virtuons woman. - 


confiders a field, and then buys it, Provxxxi. 16. 'Thofe do 
not lofe time who take time to confider. (2.) He defcended 


to; particulars in the articles, that there. might be no mifunder- 


ftanding afterwards,.to occafion a quarrel. - Solomon had fpo- 


ken of hewing the:treés, ver. 6.'and Hiram agrees to what he 


had defired concerning that, ver. -8. but nothing had been faid » 


concerning carriage. That. matter mutt be fetded. . Land: 


carriage would be -yery troublefome and chargeable : he there- - 
fore ‘ 
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fore undertakes to bring all the timber down from T.ebanon 
by fea; a coafting-voyage. Conveyance by water is a great 


convenience to trade, for which God is to have praife, who _ 


taught man that difcretion. Obferve what a punctual bargain 
Hiram made. Solomon muft appoint the place where the 
timber fhall be delivered, and thither Hiram will undertake to 
bring it, and be refponfible for its fafety. 
excelled the Ifraelites in timber-work, fo they did in failing ; 
for Tyre and Sidon were /itwate at the entry of the fea, Ezek. 
xxvii. 3. they therefore were fitteft to take care of the water- 
carriage: Tradtent fabrilia fabri. And, laftly, if Hiram un- 
dertake for the work, and doth all Solomon’s defire concerning 
the timber, ver. 8. he jultly expeéts that Solomon fhall under- 
take for the wages: Thou fhalt accomplilh my defire in giving 
Sood for my houfehold, ver. 9. not only for the workmen, but 
for-my own family. IfTyre fupplies Ifrael with craftfmen, 
Ifrael will fupply Tyre with corn, Ezek. xxvii. 17... Thus, 
by the wife difpofal of Providence, one country has need of a- 
nother, and is benefited by another, that there may be mutual 
correfpondence and dependence, to the glory of God our com- 
‘mon parent. = et? 


10 So Hiram gave Solomon cedar-trees, and 
fir-trees, according to all his defite. 11 And 
Solornon gave Hiram twenty thoufand mea- 
fures of wheat, for food to his houfehold, and 
twenty meafures of pure oil : thus gave: Solo- 
mon to Hiram year by year. 12 And the 
‘Lorp gave Solomon wifdom, as he promifed 
him : and there was peace between Hiram and. 
‘Solomon, and they two made a league together. 
13¢ And king Solomon raifed a levy out of all 
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As the Sidonians __ 
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heteby. God gave Solomon wifdom, ver. 12.5 that was mote | 
and better than any thing Hiram did or could give him: but 
this made Hiram love him, ‘and enabled Solomon to improve 
his kindnefs, fo that they were both willing to ripen their mu- 
tual love into a mutual league, that it might be lating. It is 
wifdom to ftrengthen our friendfhip with thofe that we find to 
be honeft and fuir, leaft new friends prove not fo firm and kind 
as old ones. : be eG 
3. The labourers whom Solomon employed in preparing 
materials for the temple. (1.) Some that were Ifraelites that 
were employed in the more eafy and honourable part of the 
work, felling trees, and helping to fquare them, in conjunétion 
with Hiram’s fervants: for this he appointed thirty thoufand, 
but employed only ten thoufand at.a time; fo that for one 
month’s work they had two month’s vacation, both for relk 
and for the difpatch of their own affairs at home, vet. 13, 14. - 
It was temple-fervice, yet Solomon takes care they fhall not 
be over-worked. Great men ought to confider, that their fer- 
vants muft reft as well as they. (2.) Others that were cap- 
tives of other nations, who were to bear burdens, and to hew_ 
ftone, ver 15.3 and we read not that thefe had their refting- 
times as the other had, for they were doomed to fervitude. 
(3.) There were fome employed as direétors and overfeers, 


_ ver. 16. three thoufand three hundred that ruled over the peo= 


ple ; and they were as neceflary and ufeful in their place as the 
labourers in theirs.- Here were many hands and many eyes 
employed ; for preparation was now to be made, not only for 
the temple, but for all the reft of Solomon’s buildings, both at 
Jerufalem, and here in the foreft of Lebanon, andin ‘other pla. 
ces of his dominion ; of which fee chap. ix. 17, 18, 19. He 
{peaks of the vaftnefs of his undertakings, Eccl. ii. 4. J made 
me great works, which required this vaft number of work- 
men. i => 7 Ti 
we The laying of the foundation of the temple ; for that is 


‘Ifrael ; and the levy was thirty thoufand men. 
14 And he fent them to Lebanon, ten thoufand 
‘a-month by courfes: a month they were in Le- 


_ the building his heart is chiefly upon, and therefore he begins 
with that, vert 17, 18. It fhould feem Solomon was himfelf 
prefent and prefident at the founding of the temple, and that 
the firft ftone (as has been ufual in famous buildings) was laid — 


-banon, and two months. at home: and Adoni- 
ram was over the levy. 15 And Solomon had 
-threefcore and ten thoufand that bare burdens, 
and fourfcore ‘thoufand hewers in the moun- 
tains : 16 Befides the chief of Solomon’s officers 


which were over the work, three thoufand and - 


- three hundred, which ruled over the people that 
wrought in the work. 
manded, and they brought great ftones, coftly 
ftones, and hewed ftones, to lay the foundation 
of the houfe. 18 And Solomon’s builders, and 


Hiram’s builders did hew them, and the ftone-— 


{quarers : fo they prepared timber and ftones to 
build the houfe. 


Here is, 1. The performance of the agreement between So- 
lomon and Hiram ; each of the parties made good their en- 
gagement. (1.) Hiram delivered Solomon the timber accord- 
ing to his bargain, ver. 10. The trées were Solomon’s; but 


perhaps the workmanfhip was of more value than the trees, - 
(materiam fuperabat opus), and that was Hiram’s: he is there- | 


" fore faid to deliver the trees. (2.) Solomon conveyed ‘the 
~-corn to Hiram which he had promifed him, ver, 11. “Thus 

let juftice be followed, as the expreflion is, Deut. xvi. 20. ie 
-juftice on both fides in every bargain. aE 


fa. liv. rr. compare Rev. xxi. 19. That fincerity which is 


17 And the king com- 


. 736. Many learned men have w 
2. The confirmation of the friendfhip that was between them _ 


with fome folemnity. Solomon commanded, and they brought cofia 
ly flones for the foundation: he would do every thing like him- 
felf, generoufly ; and therefore would have fome of the coftlieft 
{tones laid, or buried rather in the foundation, though, being 
out of fight, worfe might have ferved. Chrift, who is laid for 
a foundation, is an eleét and precious ftone, Ifa. xxvili. 16. and : 
the foundations of the church are faid to be laid with fapphires, 


our Bole Per gstions obligeth us to lay our foundation fir 
and to beftow ¥noft pains on that part of our religion which lies 
out of the fight of men. ice “i 


GHA PH VIPs eer hae 
Great and long preparations bad been in making for 
ing of the temple, and here at laff an account of 
ing of it. A noble piece of work it was, one 
ders of the world ; and taken in its fpiritual jg 
one of the glories of the church. Here ts; 
when it was built, ver. 1..and how long it w sint 
ing, ver. 37, 38. 11. The filence with which it 
ver. 7. III. The dimenfions of ity veri 2, 3. 
meffage God fint to Solomon when it « ai 
vet. 11,13. WV. The partcula 
chambers, ver. 5, 6,8, 9, 10. the ¢ 
14,18. the oracle, ver..19,—22. the 
30.) the doors, ver. 31,35. and the 


in expounding the defeription here gi 


= } 
, 
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. ‘Lif, which is the fecond month, that he 


~~ 


Chap VI. eR ae, 


cording to the rules of architedurc, end folving the diff. 


culties which upon Search they find in tt; but in that mals 
ter, having nothing now to offer, we will not be particular 
or curious: it was then well underfiood; and every man’s 
eyes that faw this glorious firuure, furnfhed bim with 

the bef critical expofition of this chapter. 
A ND it came to pafs in the four hundred 
and fourfcore year after the children of If. 


Yael were come out of Egypt, in the fourth year 


of Solomon’s reign over Ifrael; in the month 
began 
to build the houfe of the Lorp. 2 And the 
houfe which king Solomon built for the. Lorp, 


_ the length thereof was threcfcore cubits,’ and 


the breadth thereof twenty cubits, and the 
‘height thereof thirty cubits. 
before the temple of the houfe, twenty cubits 
was the length thereof, according to the breadth 
of the houfe; and ten cubits was the breadth 
thereof, before the houfe. 4 And for the houfe 
he made windows of narrow lights. 5 G And 
_againft the wall of the houfe he built chambers 
vound about, againff the walls of the houfe 
round about, doth of the temple, and of the o- 


_ vacle: and he made chambers round about. 


6 Vhe nethermoft chamber was five cubits 
broad, and the middle was fix cubits broad, 
and the third was feven cubits*broad: for 


_ without in the wall of the houfe he made nar- 


rowed refts round about, that the beams fhould 


- not be faftened in the walls of the houfe. 7 And 


_ the houfe when it was in building, was built of 
fione, made ready before it was brought thither: 
_ fo that there was neither hammer, nor axe, norany 


~ toolof iron heard in the houfe while it wasin build- 
ing. 8 The door for the middle chamber wasin the 


tight fide of the houfe: and they went up with 
winding ftairs intothe middle chamber,and out of 


the middle into the third. QSo he built the houfe, 


and finifhed it ; and covered the houfe with beams 
and boards of cedar. ro And then he built cham- 
bers againft all the houfe, five cubits high, and 
‘they refted on the houfe with timber of cedar. 
‘Here, 1. The temple is called the houfe of the Lord, ver. 1. 
becaufe it was, (1.) Dire@ed and modelied by him. Inf- 
nite wifdom was the architeét, and gave David the plan or pat- 
tern by the Spirit, not by word of mouth only, but, for the 
“greater certainty and exadtnels, in writing, 1 Chron. xxviii. 12, 


racle. (2.) Dedicated and devoted to him and to his honour, 
_ to be employed in his fervice ; fo his, as never anyother houfe was ; 


} 39-5 and he had given to Mofes in the mount a draught of the 
-, taber 


- for he manifefted his glory in it, fo as mever in any other; in a’ 
_ way agreeable to that difpenfation ; for when there were car-- 


nal ordinances, there was a worldly fanduary, Heb. ix. 1,10. 
* This gave it its beauty of holineft,, that it was the houfe of the 
- Lord, which far tranfeended all its other.beautics.. 
2. The time when it began to be built is exattly fet down. 


~~ 
* 


3 And the porch . 


_ (1.) Tt was juft 480 years after the bringing of the children. !~for the offices thereof, 
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of Tfrael out of Egypt. Allowing 40 years to Mofes, 17 to 
Jofhua, 299 to the judges, 49 to Eli, 40 to Saniuel and Saul, 


40 to David, and 4%o Solomon, before he began the work, 
we have the juft fum of 480.—So long it was after that holy 
{tate was founded, before that holy houfe was built ; which, 
in lefs than 430 years was burnt by Nebuchadnezzar. It was 
thus deferred, becaufe Iftael had by their fins, rendered them- 
felves unworthy of this honour ; and becaufe God would fhew 
how little he values external pomp and fplendor in his fervice, 
he was in no hafte for a temple. David’s tent, which was 
clean and convenient, though it was neither fiately nor rich, 
nor, for ought appears, ever confecrated, ts called the houfe of 
the Lord, 2 Sam, xii. 20. and ferved as well as Solomon’s 
temple; yet when God gave Solomon*great wealth, he put it 
into his heart thus to employ it, and gracioufly:accepted him, 
chiefly becaufe it was to be a fhadow of good things to’ come, 
Heb. ix. 9. (2.) It was in the fourth year of Solomon’s- 
reign, the three firft years being taken: up in fettling the affairs 
of his ‘kingdom, that he might not find any embarraflment from. 
them in this work. It is not time loft which is {pent in ‘com-- 
pofing ourfelves for the work of God, and difintapgling our. 
felves from every thing which might diftra& or divert us) Due. 
ring this time he was adding to the preparations which his fa- 
ther had made, 1 Chron, xxii. 14. hewing the ftones, fquaring. 
the timber, and getting every thing ready ; fo that he is not 
to be blamed for flacknefs, in deferring it fo long. We are 
truly ferving God, when we are preparing for his fervice, and. 
furnifhing ourfelves for it. Y 
3. The materials are brought in ready for their place, ver... 
4. fo ready, that there was neither hammer nor axe heard in the- 
houfe while it was in building. In all building Solomon pre- 
fcribes it as a rule of prudence, to prepare the work in the field, 
and afterwards build, Proy. xxiv. 27. But here it feems the - 
preparation was more than ordinary full and exaé, to’that de- 
gree, that when the feveral parts came to be put together, there | 
was nothing defective to be added, nothing amifs to be amend- 
ed. It was to be the temple of the God: of peace, and there- 
fore no iron tool muft be heard in it. Quietnefs: and filence 
both become and: befriend religious exercifes,. God’s work 
fhould be done with as much care and. as little noifé as may 
be. The temple was thrown down with axes and hammers, 
and they that did it, roared in the midft of the congregation, 
Pfal. Ixxiy. 4, 6. but it was built up in fence. Clamour and: 
"Violence often hinder, but never further the work. of God. 

4- The dimenfions are laid down, ver. 2, 3. according to. 
the rules of proportion. Some obferve, that the length and. 
breadth was juft double to that of the tabernacle. Now Ifrael 
was grown more numerous, the place. of their meeting needed 
to be enlarged, Ifa. liv..1, 2;; and. now they were grown 
richer, they were the better able to enlarge it. Where God 
fows plentifully, he expects to reap fo. . 

§5- An account of the windows, ver: 4. They were bread 
within and narrow without, marg. Such. fhould the cyes of 
our mind be, refle@ting nearer on ourfelves than cn other peo- 
ple, looking much within, to judge-ourfebves, but little without, 
to cenfure our brethren. —The narrownefs of the Jights, inti- 
mated the darknefs of that difpenfation in ‘comparifon with the 
gofpel-day, sari . 

_ The chambers: are deftribed,. ver, .5.. which were: as pentees: 
to the temple, in which the utenfils of the tabernacle were care-~ 
fully laid up, the priefts-drefled and undreffed themfelves, and: 
left the clothes in which they. miniftered 3 probably in fome of 
thefe: chambers they feafted upon the holy things, they ferved as 
vettries. 
the houfe, as to neglect the conveniencies that were requifite 
that every thing might be done decente 


ly 


Solomon. was not fo intent upon the Magnificence of. * - 
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“ly, and in order. Care was taken that the beams fhould not 
be faftened in the walls to weaken them, ver. 6. Let not the 
church’s {trength be impaired, under pretence of adding to its 
beauty or convenience. 
tr ¥ And the word of the Lorp, came to So- 
lomon, faying, 12 Concerning this houfe which 
thou art in building, if thou wilt walk in my 
ftatutes, and execute my fudgments, and keep 
all my commandments to walk in them: then 
will 1 perform my word with thee, which I {pake 
unto David thy father. 13 And I will dwell 
among the children of Ifrael, and will not for- 
dake my people Ifrael. 14 So Solomon built 
the houfe, and finifhed it. 
Here is, 1. The word God fent to Solomon, when he was 
- engaged in building the temple. God let him know that he 
‘took notice of what he was doing, the houfe was now build- 
ing, ver. 12. None employ themfelves for God, but his eye 
is upon'them: J know thy works, thy good works. He 
affured him, that upon condition he would proceed and perfevere, 
in obedience to the divine Jaw, and keep in the way of duty, 
and the true worfhip of God, divine loving-kindnefs fhould be 


_ drawn out, both to himfelf, 7 wallperform my word with thee; 


and to his kingdom, Ifrael {hall be ever owned as my people, I 
will dwell among them, and not forfake them. This word 


God fent him, (probably by a prophet,) (1.) That by the pro-~ 


mife he might be encouraged and comforted in his work. 
Perhaps fometimes the great care, expence, and fatigue of it, 
made him ready to wifh he had never begun it; but this would 


help him through the difficulties of it, that ch@promifed eftablifh. _ 


ment of his family and kingdom would abundantly recompenfe 
all his pains. An eye to the promife will carry: us chearfully 
through our work ; and thofe who wifh well to the public, will 
think nothing too each that they can do, to fecure and perpe- 
tuate to it the tokens of God’s prefence. (2.) That, by the 
condition annexed, he might be awakened to confider, that 


though he built the temple never fo {trong, the glory of it would — 


foon depart, unlefs he and his people continued tosvalk in 
- God's flatutes. 
he and his people were at in erecting this temple, would neither 
excufe them from obedience to the law of God, nor fhelter 
them from his judgments in cafe of difehenience. 
God’s commandments is better, and more pleafing to him, than 


'_« building churches. 


2. The work Solomon did fer God: So he built the houfe, 
‘ver. 14..So animated by the meflage God had fent him, fo ad- 


monifhed, not to: expect that God fhould own his building | 


unlefs he were obedient to his ‘laws: Lord, T proceed upon 
thefe terms, being firmly refolved to walk in thy flatutes. 
The ftrinefs of God’s government will never drive a good 
man from his fervice, but quicken him in it. <Solomon built 

-and finifhed, he went on with it, and God wert along with 
him till it was completed. It is fpoken both to God’s praife 
and his. He grew not weary of the work, met not with any 
obftructions, as Ezra iv. 24. did not outbuild: his pocket, nor 
do it by the halves ; but having begun to build, was’ ‘both able 
and willing to finifh, for he was a wife builder. 


-15 And he built.the walls of the houfe with- 
in with boards of cedar, both the floor of the 
-_ houfe and the walls of the. ceiling; and he co- 
vered them on the infide with wood, and cover- 


‘.ed the floor of the houfe ‘with planks of fir. 


Ged plainly lets him'know, that all this charge’ 


‘Keeping: 


| open-flowers, 


ing of the oracle, he made doors of olive-tree : Say ; 
the lintel and fide- potts were a fifth partof the 


heat and palm-trees, and open flower: 


| upon the cherubims, and upon the palm-trees. ~ 


| pots of oye tree, a Coe Pe 


a or Sa 


; 
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16 And he built twenty cubits on the fides of 
the houfe, both the floor and the walls with 
boards of cedar: he even built them for it with- 
in, even for the oracle, even for the moft holy 
place. 17 And the houfe, that zs the temple 
before it, was forty cubits Jong. 18 And the 
cedar of the houfe within was carved with 
knops, and open flowers: all was cedar, there — 
was no ftone feen. 1g And the oracle he pre- ~ 
pared in the houfe within, to fet there the ark 

of the covenant of the Lorn. 20 And the ora- 
cle in the fore-part was twenty cubits in length, 
and twenty cubits in breadth, and twenty, cubits 

in the height thereof: and he overlaid it with 
pure gold, and /@ covered the altar which was 
of cedar. a1 So Solomon overlaid the houfe 
within with pure gold: and he made a parti- 
tion by the chains of gold ‘before the oracle, 
and he overlaid it with gold. 22 And the — 
whole houfe he overlaid with gold, until he had 
finifhed all the houfe: alfo the whole altar that 
was by the oracle, he overlaid ‘with ; gold. 23. 
q And within.the oracle he made two cheru- 
bims of" dlive:tree, gach ten cubits high. 24. 
And five cubits was the one wing of the che- 
rub, and five cubits the other wing of the che- 
rub: from the uttermoft. part of the one. wing 
unto the uttermoft part of the other, were ten 
cubits. 25 And the other cherub was ten — 
cubits: both the cherubims were of one mea- 
fure, and one fize. 26 The height of the one 
‘cherub was ten cubits, and fo was it of the 
ether cherub. 27- ‘And he fet the cherubims 
within the inner houfe; and. they ftretched 
forth the ‘wings ofthe -cherubims, fo that the 
wing of the one touched ‘the one wall, and the 
wing of the other cherub’ touched the other 
wall: :and their wings touched one another in 
the midft of the houfe. 28-And he overlaid 
the cherubims with gold. 29 And he carved 
all the walls of the houfe round about with car- 
ved figures of cherubims, and palm-trees, and 
within and without. 30 And — 
the floor of the houfe he overlaid with gold, 
within and without. 31 { And for the enter- 


7 


wail. 32 The two doors alfo were of olive- 
tree; and he carved upon them carvings of 


and overlaid them with gold, and fpread gold. 


33 So alfo.made he for the door of the t ee a 


, 


. - : \ 
Chap. VI. a 


34 And the two doors were of fir-tree: the twa 


‘leaves of the one door were folding, and the - 


two leaves of the other door were folding. 35 
And he carved thereon cherubims, and palin- 
trees, and open flowers: and covered them with 
gold, fitted upon the carved work. 369 And 
he built the inner court with three rows of hew- 
ed ftone, and a row of cedar beams. 37 In the 
fourth year was the foundation of the houfe of 
the Lorn laid, in the month if. 38 And in 
the eleventh year in the month Bul, (which is 
the eighth. month) was the houfe finifhed 
throughout all the parts therecf, and according 
to all the fafhion of it: fo was he feven years in 
building it. eee 


Here is, 1. The wainfcot of the temple defcribed; It was 
of cedar, ver. 15. which was {trong-and durable, and of a ye- 
ry fweer fmell.. The wainfcot was curtoufly carved with knops 
(like eggs or apples) and flowers, no doubt, as the fafhion then 
Was, ver, 18. 

2. The gilding: It was not like ours, wafhed over; but the 
whole houfe, all the infide of the temple, ver. 22. even the 
floor, ver. 30. he overlaid qwith gold, and the moft holy place 
with pure gold, ver. 21. Solomen would {tick at no charge to 
make it every way fumptuous. ‘Gold was under ‘foot there, as 
it fhould be in, all the living temples: the abundance of it lef- 
fened its worth. be 
~ 3. The oracle, or /peaking-place, (for fo the word fignifies) 
the holy of holies; {0 called, becaufe from thence God fpake to 
Mofes, and perhaps to the high prieft, when he confulted with 
the brealt-plate of judgment. In this ‘place the ark of the co- 
venant was to be fet, ver. 19. Solomon -made every thing new, 
and more magnificent than it had been, but the ark only; and 
that was {till the fame that Mofes made, with its mercy-feat 
and cherubims. That was the token of God’s prefence, which 
is always the fame with his peaple; whether they meet in tent 
or temple, and changes: not with their condition. Per 

4. The cherubims. Befides thofe at the ends of the mer- 

_ cy-feat which covered the ark, (2.) Solathon fet up two more, 
very large ones, images of young men, (as fome think,) with 
wings made of olive-wood, and all overlaid with gold, ver. 23, 


&c. This moft holy place was much larger than that in the’ 


tabernacle ; and therefore the ark would fem loft in it, and 
the dead wall would have been untightly, if it had not been 
thus adorned. (2.) He carved cherubims upon all the walls 
of the houfe, ver. 29. The Heathen fet up images of their 
gods, and worfhipped them: thefe were defigned to reprefent 
the fervants and attendants of the God of Ifrael, the holy: an- 
gels; not to be themfelves worfhipped, See thou do it not, but 
to fhew how- great he is whom we are to worfhip. 

5- The doors, The folding-doors that led into the oracle, 
were but a fifth part of the wall, ver. 31. thofe into the temple 
were a fourth part, ver. 33.; but both were beautified with 
cherubims engraven on them, ver. 32535. 

_ 6. The inner court, in which the brazen altar was, and at 
which the pzriefts miniftred. This was feparated from the 
Court where the people were but by a low wall, three rows of 
hewed {tone topped with a cornifh of cedar, ver, 36. that over 

_ it the people might fee,what was done, and hear what the priefts 
faid to them; for when under that difpenfation, they were kept 
"not wholly either in the dark or at a diltance. 
_Lofily;’ The time {pent in this building: It was but feven 
OLE: ‘ bad 
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years and a half from the founding to the finifhing of it, ver, 
38. Confidering the vaftnefs and finenefs of the building, and 
the many appurtenances to it, which were neceflary to fit it for 
ufe, it was foon done. Solomon was in earne(t in it, had mo- 
ney enough, had nothing to divert him from it; and many 
hands made quick work: He finithed it, (as the margin reads 
it,) with all the appurtenances thereof, and with all the ordinane 
ces thereof; not only built the place,’ but fet the work a-doing 
which it was built for. } 

Let us now fee what was typified by this temple. — 

1. Chrift'is the true temple: he himfelf {pake of the temple 
of his body, John ii. 21. God himfelf prepared him his body, 
Heb. x. 5. Jn him dwelt the Julnefs of the Godhead, as the 
Shechinah in the temple. In him meet all God’s fpiritual If 
rael: Through him we have accefs with confidence to God. 
All the angels of God, thofe bleffed cherubims, have a charge 
to wor/bip him. © ; = ; 

2. Every believer is a living templé, in whom the Spirit of 
God. dwelleth, 1 Cor; iii. 1.3 even the body is fo, by virtue 
of its union with the foul, 1 Cor.-vi. 19. We are not only 
wonderfully made by the Divine Providence, but more won- 
derfully made anew by the divine grace. This living temple 
is built upon Chrift as its foundation, and will be perfected in 
due time. t ‘ 

3. The gofpel church is the myftical temple: It grows to 
@ holy temple in the Lord, Eph. ii. 21. enriched and beautified 
with the gifts and graces of the Spirit, as Solomon’s temple 
with gold and precious {tones. Only Jews built the tabernacle, 
but Gentiles join with them in building the temple; even ftran- 
gers and foreigners are built up an habitation of God, Eph. it. 
19, 22. The temple was divided into the holy place, and the 
moft holy, the courts of it into the outer and anner; fo is there 
the vifible and the invifible church. ‘The door into the temple 


_ was wider than that into the oracle. Many enter into profef- 


fion, that come fhort of falvation, This temple is built firm, 


upon a rock, not to be taken down, as the tabernacle of the 
» Old Teftament was.. The temple was long in preparing, but 


was built at laft. The top-ftone of the gofpel-church will at 
length be brought forth with fhoutings ; and pity there fhould 
be the clafhing of axes and hammers in the building of it. An- 
gels are miniftring {pirits, attending the church on all fides, 
and all the members of it. ; HP 

4. Heaven is the everlafting temple; there the church will 
be fixed, and no longer moveable. The ftreets of the hew Je- 
rufalem, in allufion to the flooring of the temple, are faid\to be 
of pure gold, Rev. xxi. 21. 'The cherubims there always at- 
tend the throne of glory. The temple was uniform; and in 
heaven there is the perfection of beauty andharmony. In So- 
lomon’s temple there was no noife of axes or hammers ;- every 
thing is quiet and ferene in heaven. All that fhall be ftones 
in that building, muft, in the prefent tate of probation and 
preparation, be fitted and made ready for it, muft be hewn: 
and {quared by the divine grace, and {o made meet for a place’ 
there. 


EB ie AER 8 
As in the flory of David, tne chapter of wars and vidories 
follows another ; fo in the fiary of Solomon, one chapter” 
of bis buildings follows anither. Tn this chapter we have, 
I. His fitting up feveral buildings for bimfelf and his own 
ufe, vet. 1,12. II. His urni/bing the temple which he 
had built for God, (4.) with 120 pillars, Vet. 23,—22. » 
(2.) With a molten fea, ver. 23,—26, (3-) With ten va~ 
Jes of brafi, ver. 27,— 34. and ten avers upin them, yer. 
38; 39. (4.) With all the other _utenfils -of the temple, 
ver. 40,50. (5.) With the things that his father had 
; 30 dedicated, 


Aes 


474 I. 
dedicated, ver. 54. The par neular defeription of thefe 


things was not needlefs wien it was written, nor ts u now 
ufelefi. 
UT Solomon was building his own houfe 
thirteen years, and he finifhed all his houfe, 
2 4 He built alfo the houfe of the foreft of Le- 
banon; the length thereof was a hundred cu- 
bits, and the breadth thereof fitty cubits, and 
the height thereof thirty cubits , upon four rows 
of: cedar- pillars, with cedar-beams upon the pil- 
Jars, 3 And it was covered with cedar above 
upon the beams, that lay on forty-five pillars, 
fifteen inarow. 4 And there were windows 
in three rows, and light was againft light 
in three ranks. 5 FY And all the doors and 
polts were {quare, with the windows: and light 
was againft light in three ranks. 6 And he 
made a porch of pillars; the length thereof was 
fifty cubits, and the breadth thereof thirty cu. 
bits: and the porch was before them: and the 
other pillars and the thick beam were before 
them. 7 {| Then he made a porch for thé 
throne where he might judge, even the porch 
of judgment: and it was covered with cedar 
from one fide of the floor to the other. 
And his houfe where he dwelt bad another 
court within the porch, wich was of the like 
work. Solomon made alfo an houfe for Pha- 
raoh’s daughter, (whom he had taken to wife) 
like unto this porch. 
ly ftones, according to the meafures of hewed 
ftones, fawed with laws, within and without, e- 
ven from the foundation unto the coping, and 
fo on the outfide toward the great court. I0 
And the foundation was of coftly ftones, even 
great ftones; ftones of ten cubits, and {tones of 
eight cubits. 11 And above were coftly ftones 
(aftér the meafures of hewed fiones) and ce- 
dars. 32 And the great court round about, 
was With three rows of hewed iftones, and a 
row of cedar-beams, both for the inner court of 
the houfe of the Lorp, and for the porch of 
the houfe. 


Never had any man fo much of the fpirit of building as So. 
Jomon had, nor built to better purpofe. He began with the 
temple ; built for God firft, and then all his other buildings 
_ were comfortable. The fureft foundations ofa lafting profpe- 

rity, are thofe which are laid in an early piety, Matth. vi. 33. 

1. He built ‘a houfe for himfelf, ver. 1. where he dwelt, ver. 
8. His father had built'a good houfe; but it was no reflec- 
tion upon his father for him to build a better, in proportion to 
the eftate wherewith ‘God had blefled him. 
comfort of this life, fome think, Kies in an agreeable houfe. He 
was thirteen years building this houfe, whereas he built the 


temple in little more than Teven years; not that he was more. 
exacts but dels eager and intent in builtling his own houfe, than. 


, & o ; 
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9 All thefe were of coft- » 


| the court of his own houfe was hke that of the temple, ver. 12s. 


Much. of the. 


| wifdoms and.’ caer aenecern and cunning to 
ty! 4 ape ee ition ; 


/ 


5. 


Chap. vi 
in building God’s: he was in no hafte for his own palace, but 


impatient till the temple was finifhed; and fit for ufe. ‘Thus 
we ought to prefer God’s honour before our own eafe and {ae | 
tisfaction. 

2. He built the hou/e of és forefi of Lebanon, ver. 2. Sappos 
fed to be a country-feat near Jerufalem, fo called from the plea- 
fantnefs of its fituation, and the trees that encompafled it. J 
rather incline to think, it was a houfe built in the foreft of Le- 
banon itfelf, whither (though far diftant from Jerufalem) Solos 
mon (having fo many chariots and horfes, and thofe difperfed 
into chariot-cities, which probably were his ftages) might fre- 
quently retire with eafe. It doth not appre that this throne, 
mentioned ver. 7. was at the houfe of the foreft of Lebanon ; 
and it was not at all improper to put his fhields there, as his 
magazine. Exprefs notice is taken of his buildings, not only 
in Jerufalem, but in Lebanon, chap. ix. 19 5 and we read of 
the tower of Lebanon, which looks towards ‘Diatnakeias, Cant. 
vii. 4. which probably was part of this houfe. A particular 
account is given of this houfe, ‘That being built in Lebanon, a 
place famed for cedars, the pillars, and beams, and roof, were 
all cedar, ver. 2, 3.3; and it being defigned for pleafant pro- 
{fpects, there was three tires of windows on each fide, light a~ 
gaintt light, ver..4, 5. of, as it may be read, profpect againft > 
profpeat.. Thofe whofe lot is caft in the country, may be well 
reconciled to a country-life by this, that fome of the greatett 
princes have thought thofe the moft pleafant of their days which 
they have fpent in their country-retirements. 

3- He built piazzas before one of his boufes, either that at. 
Jerufalem, or that in Lebanon, which were very famous; a . 
porch of pillars, ver. 6. either for an exchange, or a guatd- 
houfe, or for thofe to walk in that attended him about bufinefs, 
till they could have audience, or for {tate and magnificence. 
He himfelf {peaks of Wifdom’s building her houfe, and hewing 


- out her feven pillars, Prov. ix. 1. for the thelter of thofe that, 


three -yerfes before, chap. viii. 34. are faid to watch daily at 
her gates, and to wait at the pofts of her doors. 

4- At his houfe where he dwelt at Jerufalem, he built-a. 
great hall, or porch of judgment, where was fet the throne, or — 
king’s bench for the trial of caufes, in which he himfelf was 


richly wainfcotted with cedar, from the floor to the roof, ver. 


», He had there alfo hain court within the porch, nearer 
his houfe, of the ike work, for his attendants to walk in, 


ver. 8. $ 3 
5. He built a houfe for his wife, where fhe kept her court, _ 
ver. 3. 


like it, though not in the fame form. ‘ihis, no doubt, was — 


’ 


appealed to, (placita coram ipfo rege tenenda); and this was * 


It is faid to be like the porch, becaufe built of cedars — 


near adjoining to his own palace ; yet, perbaps, if it had been — 


as near as it onght to have’ been, Solomon would not have 
| multiplied wives as he did. Jt 


The wonderful magnificence of all thefe baildinon is taken: 4 


notice of, ver. g. €¢. All the materials were the beft in their 
kind ; the foundation-{tones were coftly for their bignefs, four. 
or five yards {quare, or at leaft fo many yards Jong, ver. 10.5. 
and the {tones of the building, coftly for the workmanthip,, 
hewed and fawn, and inall refpeéts finely wrought, vers Q, £165. 


compare chap. vi. 36. So well did he like the mesh of. Goat's 
courts, that he made his own by it. 


13 q And king Solomon fent. aad fet pee 
out of Tyre. 
tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of 
Fyre, a worker in brafs; and he was filled with- 
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14 He was a widow’s.fon of the ; 


Chap, VIL. I; 


~ ‘wotk all works in brafs; and he came to king 
Solomon, and wrought all his work, 15 For 
he caft two pillars of brafs, of eighteen cubits 
high apiece: and a line of twelve cubits did 
compats either of them about. 16 And he made 
_ two chapiters of molten brafs, to fet upon the 
tops of the pillars: the height of the one chapi- 
ter was five cubits, and the height of the other 
chapiter was five cubits: 17 And nets of check- 
er work, and wreaths of chain-work, for the 
chapiters which were upon the top of the pil- 
lars; feven for the one chapiter, and feven for 
the other chapiter. 18 And he made the pillars, 
and two rows round about upon the one net- 
work, to cover the chapiters that were upon the 
top, with pomegranates: and fo did he for the 
_other chapiter. 19 And the chapiters that were 
upon the top of the pillars, were of lily-work 
in the porch, four cubits. 20 And the chapi- 
ters upon the two pillars bad’ pomegranates al- 
fo above, over againft the belly which was by 
the net-work: and the pomegranates were two 


hundred, in rows round about upon the other 


chapiter. 21 And he fet yp the pillars in the 
porch of the temple: and he {et up. the right 
pillar, and called the name thereof Jachin:; and 
he fet up the left pillar, and called the name 
thereof Boaz. 22 And upon the top of the pil- 
lars was lily-work: fo was the work of the pil- 
lars finifhed. 23 { And he madea molten fea, 
ten cubits from the one brim to the other: it 
- was round all about, and- his. height ‘was five 
cubits: and a line of thirty cubits did compafs 
it round about. 24 And under the brim of it 


round about here were knops compaifing it, | 
ten mm a cubit, compafling the fea round about: 


the knops were caft in two rows, when it was 
caft. 25 It ftood upon twelve oxen, three look- 
ing toward the north, and three looking toward 
_ the weft, and three looking toward the fouth, 
and. three looking toward the eaft: and the fea 
‘was fet above upon them, and all their hinder 
“parts were inward. 26 And it was an hand- 
breadth thick,and the brim thereof was wrought 
like the brim of a cup, with flowers of lilies: it 
contained two thoufand baths. 27 And he 
_ made ten bafes of braf; four cubits was 
the length of one bate, and four cubits the 
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there was a bafe above: and beneath the lions 
and oxen were certain additions made of thin 
work. 30 And every bafe had four brafen 
wheels, and plates of brafs: and the four cor- 
ners thereof had underfetters: under the laver 
were underfetters molten, at the fide of every 
addition. 31 And the mouth of it within the 
chapiter and above was a cubit : but the mouth 
thereof was round after the work of the bafe, a 
cubit and a half: and alfo upon the mouth of 


it were gravings with their borders, four-{fquare, 


mot round, 32 And under the borders were 
four wheels: and the axle-trees of the wheels 
were joined to the bafe, and the height of a 
wheel was a cubit and half a cubit. 33 And 


| the work of the wheels was like the work of 
| a chariot-wheel: ‘their axle-trees, and their — 
| naves, and their felloes, and their {pokes were 
| all molten, 34 And there were four underfet- 
| ters to the four corners of one bafe: and the 
| underfetters were of the very bafe itfelf. 35 
| And in the top of the bafe was there a round 


compats of half a cubit high: and on the top of 
the bafe, the ledges thereof and the borders 
thereof were of the fame. 36 For on the plates 
of the ledges thereof, and on the borders there- 
of, he graved cherubims, lions, and palm-trees 
according to the proportion of every one, and 
additions round about. 37 After this manner 
he made \the ten bafes: all of them had: one 
caiting, one meafure, and one fize. 38 ¥ Then 
made he ten lavers of brafs: one laver contain. 
ed forty baths: and every laver was four>cu- 
bits: and upon every one of the ten bafes, one 
taver. 39 And he put five bafes on the right 
fide of the houfe, and five on the left fide of the 
houfe: and he fet the fea on the right fide of 
the houfe eaftward, over againft the fouth. 40 
{| And Hiram made the lavers, and the fhoyels, 
and the bafons: fo Hiram made an end of do. 
ing all the work that he made king Solomon 
for the houfe of the Loan. 41 The two pillars, 
and the ¢wo bowls of the chapiters that were on 
the top of the two pillars: and the two net- 
works, to cover the two bowls of the chapiters 
which were upon the top of the pillars: 42 And 


four hundred pomegranates for the two net. 


works, even two rows of pomegranates for one 


_ breadth thereof, and three cubits the height of 
it. 28 And the work of the :bafes-was on:this 
manner; They had borders, and the borders 
_ were between the ledges : 29 And on the bor- 

ders that were between the ledges, were lions, 
oxen, and cherubims: and upon the ledges, 


_ het-work, to cover the two. bowls of the chapi- 
_ ters that were upon the pillars: 43 And the 
ten bafes, and ten lavers on the bafes: 44 And 
onefea, and twelve oxen under the fea: 4 
And the pots, and the fhovels, and the bafons: 
and all thefe veffels which Hiram made to king 
302 Solonion, 
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Solomon, for the houfe of the Lorp, were of 
bright brafs. 46 In the plain of Jordan did 
the king caft them in the clay- ground, between 
Succoth and Zarthan. 47 And Solomon left 
all the veflels unweighed, becaufe they were 
exceeding many: neither was the weight of 
the brafs found out. 


We have here an account of the brafs-work about the tem- 
ple. There was no iron about the tabernacle, but we find 
David preparing for the temple iron for things of tron, 1Chron. 
xxix. 2, What thofe things were, we are not told; but the 
things of brafs are here fome of them defcribed, and the reft 
mentioned. 

1. The brafier whom Solomon employed to prefide in this 
part of the work, was Hiram, or Huram, 2 Chron. iv. 11. 
who was by his mother’s fide an [fraelite, of the tribe of Naph- 
tali, by ‘his father’s fide a man of Tyre, ver. 1q. Ifhe had 
the ingenuity of a Tyrian, and the good affection of an Ifrael- 
ite to the houfe of God, (the head of a Tyrian, and the 
heart of an Ifraelite), it was happy that the blood of the two 
nations mixed:in him; thereby he was qualified for the work 
to which he was defigned. As the tabernacle was built with 
the wealth of Egypt, fo the temple with the wit of Tyre. 
God will ferve himfelf by the common gifts of the children 
of men. 

2. The brafs he made ufe of was the belt he could get: 
All the brafen veflels were of bright bra/s, ver. 45. good brafs, 
fo the Chaldee, that which was ftrongeft, and looked finetft. 
God, that is be{t, muft be ferved and honoured with the beft. 

3. The place where all the Brafen veflels were caft, was 
in the plain of Jordan, becaufe the ground there was {tiff and 
clayey, fit to make moulds of, for the cafting of the brafs, ver. 
49. and Solomon would not have that dirty {moky work done 
in or near Jerufalem. 

4. The quantity was not accounted for: The veffels were 
unnumbered, ({o it may be read, ver. 47. as well as uncweighed ) 
becaufe they were exceeding many, and it would have been an 
endlefs thing to keep the count of them: neither was the 
weight of the brafs, when it was delivered to’ the workman, 
fearched or enquired into ; fo honeft were the workmen, and 
fuch great plenty of brafs they had, that there was no danger 
of wanting. We mult afcribe it to Solomon’s care, that he 
provided fo much: nor to his carelef{nefs, that he kept no ac- 
count of it. 

5. Some particulars of the brafs-work are defcribed. 

rf, Two brafen pillars, which were fet-up in the porch of 
the temple, ver. 21. whether under the cover of the porch, or 
in the open air, is not certain, it was between the temple and 
the court of the priefts. ‘Thefe pillars were neither to hang 
gates upon, nor to reft ahy building upon, but purely for orna- 
ment and fignificancy.  (1.) What an ornament they were, 
- we may gather from the account here given of the curious 
work that was about them; checquer-work, and’ chain-work, 
and net-work, and lily- work, and pomegranates in rows, rt 
all of bright brafs ; and framed, no doubt, according to the 
belt rules of proportion, to pleafe the eye. (2.) Their figni- 
ficancy 1 is intimated in the names given them, ver. 21. Fach. 
in, He will efablifh; and Boaz, In him is ftrength. Some 


think they were intended for memorials of the pillar of cloud }, 


and fire which led Ifael through the wildernefs. I rather 
shink them defigned for memorandums to the priefts, and o- 
thers that came to worfhip at. God’s door. [1.] To depend 
upon God only, and not upon any fufficiency of their own, 
for’ ftrength and eftablifhment in all their religious exercifes. 
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made of brafs, to receive the blood of the facrifices. 
are put “for all the utenfils of the brafen altar, Exod. XXXVilie 
Now they were doing, they made abundance of then,” $ea 
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When we come to wait upon God, and find our hearts wane 
dering, and unfixed, then by faith let us fetch in help from 
heaven : 
thing that the heart be ‘chablifbed with grace. We find ourfelves 
weal and unable for holy duties, but this is-our encourage- 
ment. Boaz, in him is oar f{trength, who works in us both 
to will and to do: J will go in the firength of the Lord God. 


Spiritual f{trength and ftability are to be had at the door of 


God’s temple, where we maft wait for the gifts of grace, in 
the ufe of the means of grace. [2.] It was a memorandum 


to them, of the {trength and eftablifhment of the temple of 


God among them. Let them keep clofe to God and duty,, 
and they fhould never lofe the dignities and privileges: but 
the grant fhould be confirmed, and perpetuated to them. The. 
gofpel-church is what God will eftablifh, what he will {trength- 
en, and what the gates of hell can never prevail againft: But 
for this temple, when it was deftroyed, particular notice is ta-\_ 
ken of the deftroying of thefe pillars, 2 Kings xxv. 13,17- 
which had been the tokens of its eftablifhment, and would 
have been fo, if they had not forfaken God. 


2dly, A brafen fea; a very large veffel, above five atl Ae ae 


ameter ; and which contained above five hundred barrels of 
water for the priefts ufe in wafhing themfelves, the facrifices, 


and keeping the courts of the temple clean, ver. 23. ec. It. 


{tood raifed upon the figures of twelve oxen in brafs ; fo high, 

that either they mult have ftairs to climb up to it, or cocks at 
the bottom to draw water from it. The Gibeonites, or Ne- 
thinim, who were to draw water for the houfé of God, had 
the care of filling it. Some think Solomon made. the images. 
of oxen to fupport this gréat ciftern, in contempt of the gold- 
en calf, which Ifrael had worfhipped, that (as Bifhop Patrick 


exprefleth it) the people might fee there was nothing-worthy 
of adoration in thofe figures ; they were-fitter to make pofts 
of, than to make gods of. Yet this prevailed not to prevent — 


Jeroboam’s fetting up the calves ‘for deities. In the court of 
the tabernacle, there was only a laver of brafs provided to- 


wafh in; but in the court of the temple, a fed of bra/s ; inti- 
mating, rhat: by the gofpel of Chrift, much fuller preparation” - 


is made for our cleanfing, than was by the law of Mofes = 


‘that had a laver, this a fea ; a fountain opened, Zech. xiii. 1. - 


3dly, ‘Yen bafes, or fads: or fettles of -brafs, on which 
were put ten lavers, to be filled with water for the fervice of 
the temple, becaufe there would not be room at the molten 
fea for all that had occafion to wath there... The bafes on 


which the lavers were fixed are very largely defcribed here, | 


ver. 27. Sc. They were curioylly adorned, and fet upon 
wheels, that the lavers might be removed as there was occa 
fion ; but ordinarily they ftood’ in two rows, five on one fide of 
the court, and five on the other, ver. 39. 
tained. forty baths, @. ¢. about ten barrels, ver. 38. They muft 


be very clean that bear the veffels of the Lord. Spiritual pricts. 


and fpiritual facrifices, muft be wafhed in the laver of Chrift’s. 
blood, and of regeneration. 
contraét pollution; cleanfe our hands, and purify our hearts. 
Plentiful provifion is made for our cleanfing; fo that if we have 
our lot for ever among the unclean, it will be our own fault, Bs 

4thly, Befides thefe, there was a vaft number of brafs pots, 


made to boil the flefh of the peace- offerings In, which the. 73 


priefts and offerers were to feaft upon before the Lord ; fee x 


| Sam. ii, 14. alfo fhovels, wherewith théy took out the athes a 


of the altar. . Some think the word fignifies fle/o hooks, with’ 
which they took meat out of the pot.—The bafons alfo were — 
Ghelen 


ihe they might | have a good-flock of new ones or them when 
thof: 


Chap. VIL 


Jachin, Ged will fix this roving mind: /tis a good | 


Each Javér con- 


We mutt wath oft, for we daily oy, 
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thofe that were firft in ufe wore out, and went todecay. Thus 
‘Solomon, having wherewithal, provided for pofterity. 

48 And Solomon made all the veffels that 
pertained unto the houfe of the Lorp: the al- 
tar of gold, and the table of gold, whereupon 
the fhew-bread was, 49 And the candlefticks 
of pure gold, five on the right fide, and five on 
the left, before the oracle, with the flowers, and 

the lamps, and the tongs of gold, 50 And the 
bowls, and the fnuffers, and the bafons, and the 
fpoons, and the cenfers of pure gold; and the 
hinges of gold, both for the doors of the inner 
houle, the moft holy place, and for the doors of 
the houfe, to wit, of the temple. 51 So was end- 
ed all the work that king Solomon made for the 


houfe of the Lorn: and Solomon brought in. 


the things which David his father had dedica- 
ted 5 even the filver, and the gold, and the vef- 
fels did he put among the treafures of the:houfe 
of the Lorn. ate 
Heres, 1. The making of the gold work:of the temple, 
“ which, it feems, was donelaft; for with it the work of the 
houfe of God ended. All within doors was gold, and all. 
made new, except the ark, with its mercy-feat and cherubims; 
the old. ones either melted down or laid by. The golden al- 
tar, table, and candleftick, with all their appurtenances. The 
altar of incenfe was ftill one, for Chrift and_ his interceffion 
is fo: but he made ten golden tables, 2 Chron. iv. 8.. (though 
here mention is made of that one only on which the /hew-bread. 
was ? yer. 48 which we may fuppofe larger than the reft, 
and to which the reft were as fide-boards) and ten golden can- 
dlehicks, ver. 49.3 intimating the much greater plenty, both of 
fpiritual food and heavenly light, which the gofpel bleffeth us 
with, than the law of Mofes did’ or. could afford.Even the 
hinges of the doors .were of gold, ver. 50. that every thing. 
might be alike magnificent, and fpeak Solomon’s generofity. 
Some faggeit, that every thing was made thus fplendid in 
God’s temple, to keep the people 'from idolatry ; for none of 
the idol temples were fo rich and fine as this. But. how little 
the expedient availed, the event fhewed. 


had devoted to the honour of God, ver. 51. What was not 
_ expended in the building and furniture, was Jaid up in the trea- 

fury for repairs, exigenvies, and the conftant charge, of the 

temple-fervice. What the parents have, dedicated to God, the 

children ought by no means to alienate or recal ;-but chearful- 

ly confirm what was intended for pious and charitable ufes,.that 

they may with their eftates inherit the blefling. 

‘ t a 


is CHAP. VIIL. | 


The building and furniture of the temple were very glori-’ 


ous; but the dedication of it exceeds in glary, as much as 
prayer and praife, the work of faints; exceeds the cafting 
» of metal, and the graving of flones, the wark of the. crafif- 
man, The temple was dejigned for the keeping up of the 
 correfpondence between God and bis people; and here we 


have an account of the falemnity of their firfl meeting there. 


- L. The reprefentatives of all Ifrael are called together, 
/ ver. 1, 2. to keep a feast to the honour of God for fourteen 
days, ver. 6s. AL. The priefs brought the ark into. the 


_ meft holy place, and fixed it there, yer. 3,—7.. I1],. Ged 
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_ out of the land of Egypt. 


‘ 


took poffeffion of it with a eloud, ver. 10, 11. IV. Solo. 
mon, wih thankful acknowledgements to God, informed 
the people touching the occafion of their meeting, ver. 13, 
—21. V. In a long prayer, be recommended to God's 
gracious acceptance all the prayers that fhould be made in 
or towards this place, ver. 22,—~53. VI. He difmiffid 
tbe affembly with a blefing, and an exhortation, ver. Say. 
—61. VII. He offered, abundance of facrifices,-on which 
he and his people feafted, and fo parted, with great fatis- 
Sathion, ver. 62,—65, Thefe were Lrael’s golden days 5: 
days of the Son of man in type. . 


HEN Solomon affembled’ the elders of [f.. 
rael, and all the heads of the tribes, the 
chief of the fathers of the children of Iirael, un-- 
to king Solomon. in Jerufalem, that they might 
bring-up the ark of ‘the covenant: of the Lorp 
out of the city of David, which is “ion, 2 And 
all the men of Ifrael aflembled themfelves unto » 
king Solomon at the feaft, in the month Etha- 
nim, which 7s the feventh month. 3 And all 
the elders of Ifrael came, and the priefts took: 
up the ark. 4-And they brought up the ark of * 
the Lorp, and the tabernacle of the congregd-. 
tion, and all the holy veffels that were in the - 
tabernacle, even thofe did the priefts and the 
Levites bring up. 5 And king Solomon, and.. 
ali the congregation of Ifrael, that were affem- 


| bled unto him, were with him before the ark, 


facrificing fheep and oxen, that could not be 
told nor numbered for multitude. : 
priefts brought in the ark of the covenant of the. 


Lorp unto his place, into the oracle of the houfe,,.. 


to the moft holy place, even under the wings: . 
of the cherubims. 7 For the cherubims f{pread: 
forth their two wings over the place of the ark, . 
and the cherubims covered the ark, and the 
ftaves thereof above. 8 And they drew out: 


; .| the flaves, that the ends of the flaves were feen. 
2. ‘Che bringing in of the dedicated things, which his father 


out of the holy: place before the oracle, and they 
were not feen without : and there they are un- 
to this day. g-There was nothing inthe ark. 
fave the two tables of ftone, which Mofes put’ 


there at Horeb, when the Lorp made a ccve= S 


nant with the children of Ifrael, when they came 
1o. And it came to 
pafs when the priefts were come out of the ho- 
ly place, that the ‘cloud filled the houfe of the 
Loxp, 11 So that the priefts could not ftand to’. 
minifter, becaufe of the cloud ;-for the glory 


of the Lorp had filled the houfe of the Lorp. . 


The temple, though richly beautified, yet whilft it was. with-. 
out the ark, was like a’body without a foul, or a candleftick . 
without a candle, or (to fpeak moft properly) a houfe without: 
an inhabitant. All the coft and pains beftowed on this {tate-. 


ly ftructure is loft, if God do not accept it; and unlefs he. 
é pleafe 
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6 And the 
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“has oft 
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pleafe to. own it, ag the place where he will record his nam, 
it is after all but 4 ruinous heap ; when therefore all- the work 
is.ended, chap. vit. 54. the one thing needful-is yet behind, and - 
that is the bringing in of the ark. This therefore is the end 
which muft crown the work ; and which here we: have an ac- 
count of the doing of with great folemnity. 

1. Solomon prefides in this fervice, as David did in the 
bringing up of the ark to Jerufalem; and neither of them 
thought it below them to follow the ark, or to lead the people 
in their attendance on it. Solomon glories in the title of the 
preacher, Eccl. i. 1. and the mafler of affemblies, xii. 14. 
This great aflembly he fummons, ver. 1.; and he is the centre 
of, for to hint they all affernbled, ver. 2. at the feaft in the fe- 
venth month, viz. the feat of tabernacles, which was appointed 
on the fifteenth day of that month, Lev. xxii. 34. David, 
hke a very good man, brings the ark to a convenient place, 
near hun; Solomon, like a very great man, brings it to a mag- 
nificent place. As every man has received a gift, fo let him 
munifter ; and let children proceed in God’s fervice there, 
‘where their parents left. off. 

2. All Ifrael attends the fervice; their judges, and the chief 
of their tribes and families; and their o cers, civil and. mili- 
tary; and (as they {peak in the north) the heads of their clans. 
A convention of thefe might well be called an affembly of all 
Hfrael 'Thefe came together on this occafion, (1.) To do 
honour to Solomon, and to return him the thanks of the na- 
tion, for all the good offices he had done in kindnefs to them. 
(2.) To do honour to the ark, to pay their refpeét to it, and 
teftify their univerfal joy and. fatisfa@ion in its fettlement.— 
‘Lhe advancement of the ark in external fplendor, though it 
proved too {trong a temptation to its hypocritical fol- 
Jowers; yet, becaufe it may prove an advantage to its true in- 
terefts, is to be rejoiced in (with trembling) by all that with 
well to it.—Public mercies. call for public acknowledgments. 
They that appeared before the Lord, did not appear empty; 
for they all facrificed fheep and oxen innumerable, ver. Es 
The people in Solomon’s time were very rich, and. very eafy, 
and very merry; and therefore it was fit that, on this occa- 
fion, they thould confecrate not only their mirth, but a -part 
of their wealth, to God, and his honour, 

3- The priefts do their part of the fervice.. In the .wilder- 
nefs the Levites were to carry the ark, becaufe then ther. 
were not priefts enow to do it; but here (it being the laft 
time the ark was.to be carried) the priefts themfelves did it, 
as they were ordered to.do, when it furrounded Jericho. We 
are kere told, (1.) What was in the ark nothing but the twa 
tables of ftone, ver. 9.; a treafure far exceeding all the dedi- 
cated things both of David and Solomon. The pot of man- 
na, and f\aron’s rod, were by the ark, but not in it. (2.) 
What was brought up with the ark: ver. 4. The tabernacle of 
the congregation. It is likely, both that which Mofes. fet up 
in the wildernefs, which was in Gibeon, and that which Da- 
vid pitched in Zion, both of them were brought to the temple, 
to which they did, as it were, furrender all their holinefs, mer- 
ging it in that of the temple; which muft from henceforward 
be the place where God muft be fought unto. Thus will all 
the charch’s holy things on earth, that are fo much its joy and 
glory, be {wallowed up in the perfection of holinefs above. (3a): 
Where it was fixed in its place, the place appointed for its reft, 
after all its wanderings : ver. 6. Jn the oracle of the houfe, 
whence they expected God to {peak to them, even in the moft 
holy place, which was made-fo by. the: prefence of the ark, 
under the wings of the great cherubim, which Solomon fet Up, 
chap. vi. 23.5 fignifying the fpectal protection of -angels which 
God’s ordinances, and the aflemblies of hig people are. taken 
under.~—T he ‘ftaves of the ark were drawn out, fo as to be 


| the high prieft, on the day of atonement. 
| not till the priefts were come out of the oracle, that the She- 
| chinah tock poffeffion of it in a cloud, which filled not only 
| the moft holy places, but the temple, fo that the priefts, which 
, burnt incenfe at the golden altar, could not bear it. 
| vifible emanation of the divine glory, (1.) God put an honour 
| upon the ark, and owned it as a token of his ‘prefence. The 
| glory of it had been: long diminifhed and eclipfed by its fre-. 
| quent removes, the meannefs of its lodging and its: being ex-, 
| pofed too much to common view; but God will now thew it 
_-as dear to him as ever ; and he will have it looked upon with 
' as much veneration, 
_ to his tabernacle. (2.) He tettified his acceptance of the ~ 
_ building and furnifhing of the temple, as good fervice done to. 
_ his name, and his kingdom among men. (3-) He ftruck an, 
' awe upon this great aflembly ; and by what they faw, confirm- 
| ed their belief of what they read in the books of Mofes, con- 
_ cerning the glory of God’s appearances to their fathers, that’ 
» hereby they mi ghtbe kept clofe to the fervice of the God of Ifrael,. 
_ and fortified againit temptations to idolatry. (4.) He thewed 
_ himfelf-ready to hear the prayer Solomon was now about to : 
| make ; and not only fo, but took up his refidence in this houfe, 
_ that all his praying people might be encoureged to. make their -% 
: applications to him. d in a- 
cloud, a dark cloud, to fignify, [11.]} The darknef of that dif. 
_ penfation in comparifon with the light of the gofpel, by which 
. with open face we behold, asin a glafss 
_ [2.] The darknefs of our prefent fate, ia comparifon with. 
' the vifion of God,, which will be the happinefs of heaven; - 


_ what he is net; but then we thall fee him as he is. 


_ that he would dwell in the thick darknefs. 
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them to carry it by. Q : ‘ erat 

4. God gracioufly owns what was done, and teftifies his ac- 
ceptance of it, ver. 10, 11. ‘The priefts might come into the 
moft holy place, till God manifefted his glory there ; but from 
thenceforward, none might at their peril approach the ark but 
Therefore it was 


By this 


as it was when Mofes firft ‘brought it in 


But the glory of God’ appeared’ i 


where the divine glory is unveiled. Now we can only fay: 


12 4 Then fpake Solomon, The Lorp faid 
13 


I have furely built thee an houfe to dwell in, 


a fettled place for thee to abide in for ever, rae f 


And the king turned his face about, and blef-. 
fed all the congregation of Ifrael : (and all the 
congregation of Ifrael ftood. ) 

with his mouth unto David 


hath with his hand fulfilled iz, faying, 16 Since. 


the day that I brought forth my people Ifracl 
out of Egypt, 1 chofe no city out of all the A 
tribes of Ifrael to build an houfe, that m name B. : 
might be therein ; but I chofe David to be o- - § 


ver my people Hrael. 17 And it was in the 


_ heart of David my father, to build an houfe for 4 , 
| “Oo And sg 
_ the Lorp faid unto David my father, Whereas — 


the name of the Lory God of Ifrael. 


it was in thine heart to build an houfe unto my 


name, thou didft well that it was in thine heart: 


19 Neverthelefs, thou fhalt not build: the houle, 
ll eee 


~? 


1s And he: faid, 
Bleffed, be the Lorn God of Hrael, which fpake 
my father, and 


Chap. VIL 
feen from under the wings of the cherublins, to’ diredt ‘the 
high-prielt to the mercy-feat, over the ark when he went in 


once a-year to fprinkle the blood there ; fo that {till they con- 
tinued of fome ufe, though there was no longer occafion for 


the glory of the Lord.  * 


7 
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~but thy fon that fhall come forth out of thy’ 
loins, he fhall build the houfe unto my, nanie. 
20 And the Lorb hath performed his word that 
he {pake, and I am rifen up in the room of Da- 
vid my father, and fit on the throne of Ifrael, 
as the Lorp promifed, and have built an houte 
for the name of the Lorp God of Ifracl. 21 
And Ihave fet there a place for the ark, where- 
in 7s the covenant of the Lorp, which he made 
with our fathers, when he brought them out of 
the land of Egypt. . 


receive this bleffing they all Rood up, in token of reverence,, 
and readinefs to-hear and accept it. It ig a proper polture to 
be in when the blefling is pronounced. S 
2d/y, He informed them concerning this houfe which he 
had built, and was now dedicating. fe begins his account 
_ with a thankful acknowledgement of the good hand of his God 
upon him hitherto: Blefed le the Lord God of Tfrael, ver. 
15. What we have the pleafare of, God mutt have the praife 
of. He thus engaged the congregation to hf up their hearts. 
in thank{givings to God, which would help to ftul the tumult 
of fpirit which probably they were in. Come, (faith he), let 
God’s awful appearances aot drive us from him, but draw us 
to him: Let us b/efs the Lord God of Irael. Thus Job; un- 
der a dark fcene, dlefed the name of tke Lord. Solomon here 
bleffeth God, (1.) For his promife which he Jpake with his 
mouth to David. “(2.) For the performance; he had. now ful- 
filled it with his hand. We have then the belt Rafe of Goa’s. 
mercies, and moft grateful both to ourfélves and to out God, 
when we tun up thofé ftreams to the fountain of the covénant,, se 
and compare what God doth with what he has faid 
Solomon is now making a folemn farrender or. dedication: 
of this houfe unto God, delivering it to God by his own a& 
and deed. Now we know, grants and conveyances common-- 
ly begin with recitals of what has been before done, leading tov 
what is now done: accordingly here is a recital of the fpecial. 
caufes and confiderations moving Solomon to build this-houfe. | 
(1.) He recites the want of fuch a place. It was neceffaryy 
this fhould be premifed; for, according to the difpenfation they’ 
were under, there muft be one place, in which. they could ex- 
pect God to record his name : if therefore there were ahy o- 
ther chofen, this would be no ufurpation: But he fhews,. frome 
what God himfelf had faid, that there was no-other, ver. 16. 
1 chofe no city to build a houfe in for my name; therefore there 
is occafion for the building of this. 
(2.) He recites David’s putpofe to build fach a place. God’ 
chofe the perfon firft that fhould rule his people, (1 .chofe Dae 
vid, ver. 1643) and then put it inte-Ais heart to build an houfe 
‘for God's namé, ver. 27. It was not a projeé of his oWn,, 
for the magnifying of himfelf; but his good father, of bleffed: 
memory, laid the firft defign of it, though he lived not to lay” 
the firft {tone. ’ 
(3-) He recites God’s promife concerning Kimfelf.. God 
approved his father’s purpofe, ver. 18. Thou didff qwell. that it! 
was in thine heart. Note, Sincere intentions to do good, fhall- 
be gracioufly approved’and accepted of God, though Provi- 
dence prevent our putting them in execution. The defire of a 
man is his kindnefs. See z Cor. viii. 12. God accepted Da-. 
vid’s good-will; yet’ would, not permit him to do the good- 
work, but referved the honour of it for. his fon, ver. 19. He: 
foall build the houfe to my name; fo that what he had done, 
was not of his own hed, nor. for-his own glory ; but the work. 
itfelf was according to his father’s defign, and his doing it was, " 
according to God’s defignation. ‘Sieaer 
(4-) He recites what Ne himfelfihad done, and with what: 
intention : J have built an houfe ; not for my own name; but. 
Sor the name of the Lord God of Ifrasl, ver. 2c. and Jet there a: 
place for the ark, ver. 21. Thus all the right,, title,. intereft,, 
claim abd demand whatfoever, which he of his-had,.or might 
have, in or to this houfe, or any of its-appurtenances, he refions, , 
furrenders, and gives up to God for ever: It:is-for his name,. 
and his ark. In this, faith he, rhe Lord: bath performed his: 
word that he fpake. Note, Whatever good we do, we mutt 
_ look upon it as the performance of God’s promife tous, rather 
than the performance of our promifes to him. ‘The more we: 
Sbalt nut die Solomon bleffed them 3 1. e. he pacified them, | do for God, the more we are indébted to hint; for: our. fuffis- 
and difcharged them from the confternation they were in. ‘To ! ciency is of him, and not of oufelyes.. 
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Here, 1. Solomon encourageth the priefts, who came out 
“of the temple from their miniftration, much aftonithed at the 
dark cloud which overfhadowed them. The difciples of Chritt 
Seared awhen they entered into the cloud, though it was a bright 
cloud, Luke ix. 34.; fo did the priefts, when they found them. 
felves wrapt in a thick cloud. ‘To filence their fears, (1.) He 
minds them of that which they could not but know, that this 
was a token of God’s prefence, ver 12. The Lord faid, he 
ewvould dwell in the thick darknefs. It is fo far from being a to- 
ken of his difpleafure, that it is an indication of his favour, for 
he had faid, J will appear in a cloud, Lev. xvi. 2. Note, No- 
thing is more effectual to reconcile us to dark difpenfations, than 

- to confider what God hath faid, and to compare his word and 
works together; as Lev. x. 3. This is that which God hath - 
faid. God is light, 1 Johni. §. and he dwells in light, 1 
‘dim. vi. 16.3; but he dwells with men in the thick darknefo, 

--q makes that his pavilion, becaufe they could not bear the daz- 
- zling brightnefs of his glory : Verily thou art a God that hideft 

_ thyfelf. - Thus our holy faith is exercifed, and our holy fear 

—inereafed ; there where God dwells in light, faith is {wallow- 
“ed up in vifion, and fear in love. (2.). He himfelf bids it 
welcome, as worthy of all acceptation ; and fince God, by this 
cloud, came down to take pofleffion, he doth, in a few words, 
folemnly give him poflefion, ver. 13. Surely J'come, faith God: 
Amen, (faith Solomon), Even fo, come Lord: The houfe is 
thine own, entirely thine own, J have Surely built it for thee; 

and furnifhed it for thee ; it is for ever thine own, a feitled 

_ place for thee to abide in for ever; it Tall never be alienated 

- ©r converted to any other ufe; the ark fhall never be removed 
from it, never unfcttled again. It is Solomon’s joy, that God 
has taken_poffeffion ; and it is his defire that h2 would keep 
oe Let not the priefts therefore dread that in which - 

Solomon fo much triumphs. 

2. He inftruéts the people, and gives them a plain account 
concerning this houfe, which they now faw God take poffeffion. 
of.—He fpoke briefly to the priefts to fatisfy: them, a word 

- to the wife ; turned his face about, ver. 3 4. from them to the 
congregation that {tood in the outer court, ‘and addreffed him. 

~ felf to them largely, 

1f, He blefled them.— When they faw the dark cloud en- 
_ter the temple, they blefled themfelves, being aflonifhed at it, 
and afraid, left the thick darknef fhould be utter darknefs to 
them; the amazing fight, fuch as they had never feen in their. 
days, we may fuppofe, drove every man to his prayers, and. 
the vaineft minds were made ferious by it. Solomon therefore 
fet in with their prayers, and blefled them all: as one having 
authority, (for the de/s is bleffed of the better 3) in God’s name, 

he fpake peace to them, and a blefling ;- like thate with which 

_ the angel bleffed Gideon, when. he was in a fright, upon a like 
eccafion, Judg. vi. 22, 22. Peace be unto. thee, fear net, thou 


Kiet 
22 { And Solomon ftood before the altar of 
the Lorn, in the prefenceof all the congrega- 
tion of Ifrael, and fpread forth his hands toward ' 
heaven: 23 And he faid, Lorp God of Ifrael, 
there is no God like thee, in heaven above, or 
ontearth beneath, who keepeft covenant and 
mercy with thy fervants, that walk before thee 
with all their heart: 24 Who haft'kept with 
thy fervant David my father that thou promif- 
-edft him: thou fpakeft alfo with thy mouth, 
and haft fulfilled 7t with thine hand, as 777s this 
day. 25 Therefore, now Lorp God of Ifrael, 
keep with thy fervant David my father that 
thou-promifedft him, faying, There fhall not fail 
thee a man in my fight to fit on the throne of 
{frael ; fo that thy children take heed to their | 
way, that they walk before me, as thou haft 
“walked before me. 26 And now, O God of If- 
racl, let thy word, 1 pray thee, be verified, 
which thou fpakeft unto thy fervant David my 
father. 27 But will God indeed dwell on the 
earth? behold, the heaven, and the heaven of 
heavens cannot contain thee, how much lefs 
this houfe that I have builded? 28 Yet have 
‘thou refpect unto the prayer of thy fervant, and 
to his fupplication, O Lorp my God, to hear- 
ken unto the cry and to the prayer, which thy 
fervant prayeth before thee to-day: 29 That 
thine eyes may be open toward this houfe night 
and day, even toward the place of which thou 
haft faid, My name fhall be there: ‘that thou 
mayeft hearken. unto the prayer which thy fer- 
vant fhall make towards this place. 30 And 
hearken thou to the fupplication of thy fervant, 
anid of thy people Irael, when they thall pray 
_ towards this place: and hear thou in heaven 
thy dwelling-place, and when thou heareft, for- 
give. 31 9 If any man trefpafs againft his 
neighbour, and an oath be laid upon: him, to 
‘eaute ,him to fwear, and the oath come. before 
thine altar in this houfe : 32 Then hear thou in 
_heaven, and do, and judge thy fervants, con- 
demning the wicked, to bring his way: upon 
his head, and juftifying the righteous, to give 
him according to his righteoufnefs. 33 { When 
thy peop'e Ifrael be fmitten down before the e- 
_ nemy, becaufe they have finned againft thee,and 
{hall turn again to thee, and confefs thy name, 
and pray,and make {upplication unto thee in this ’ 
houfe: 24 Then hear thou in heaven; and for- 
give the fin of thy people Ifrael, and bring them 
again unto the land which thou gaveft unto 
their fathers... 35 4 When heaven: is fhut ‘up, 
‘and there is no rain, becaufe they have finned | 
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again{t thee ; if they pray towards this place, ” 
and confefs thy name, and turn from their fin, — 
when thou afflicteft them: 36 Then hear thou 
in heaven, and forgive the fin -of thy fervants, 
and of thy people Ifrael, that thou teach them 
the good way wherein’ they fhould walk, and 
give rain upon thy land which thou haft given 
to thy people for an inheritance. 374 If there 
be in the land famine, if there be peftilence, 
blafting, mildew, locuft, or if there be caterpil- 
lar ; if their enemy befiege them in the land of 
their cities, whatfoever plague, whatfoever fick- 
nefs there be; 38 What prayer and fupplica- 
tion foever be made by any man, or by all thy — 
people Ifrael, which fhall know every man the 
plague of his own heart, and fpread forth his — 
hands towards this houfe: 39 Then hear thou — 
in heaven thy dwelling-place, and forgive, and 
do, and give to every man according to his ways, 
whofe heart thou knoweft; (for thou, even thou 


| only knoweft the hearts of all the children of — 


men.) 40 That they may fear thee all the 
days that they live in the land which thou gay- 
eft unto our fathers. 41 Moreover, concerning — 
a ftranger that 7s not of thy people Ifrael, but » 
cometh out of a far country, for thy name’s 
fake; 42 (For they {hall hear of thy great name, 
and of thy ftrong hand, and of thy ftretched- — 
out arm) when he fhall come and pray towards — 
this houfe: 43 Hear thou in heaven thy dwel- 
ling-place, and do according to all that the — 
{tranger calleth to thee for: that all. people of 
the earth may know thy name, to fear thee, as 
do thy people Ifrael, and that they may know 
that this houfe which I have builded, is called 


«by thy name. 44 4 If thy, people go out to 


battle againft their enemy, ‘whitherfoever thou 
fhalt fend them, and fhall pray. unto the Lorn 
toward the city which thou haft chofen, and to- — 
ward the houle that have built forthy name: 
45 Uhen hear thou in heaven their prayer. and 
their .fupplication, and maintain. their caute, | 


4 


46 If they fin againft thee, (for here is no man: 
that finneth not) and thou be angry with ther 
and deliver them to the enemy, fo that the 
carry them away captives unto the land of th 
enemy, far or near; 47 Yet if they fhall be- 
think themfelves, in the land whether they w € 
carried captives and repent, and maké fupplica- 
tion unto thee in the land of them that c 
them captives, faying, We have finned. 
have done perverlely, we have committed wi 
ednefs ; 48 And /o return unto thee wit 
their heart and with all their foul, in. 
aed f a Th Saya oa 
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of their enemies, which led them away captive, 
and pray unto thee toward their land, which 
_ thou gaveft unto their fathers, the city which 
thou haft chofen, and the houfe which J have 
built for thy name :, 49 Then hear thou their 
prayer and their fupplication in heaven thy 
dwelling-place, and maintain their caufe, 50 
_ And forgive thy people that have finned ‘a- 
 gaintt thee, and all their tranfgreflions wherein 
they haye tranfgrefled againit. thee, and give 
them compaflion before them ~7ho carried them 
captive, that they may- have compaflion. on 


them : 5: For they be thy people and thine in- , 


heritance, which thou broughteft- forth out of 
Epypt, from the mids of the furnace of iron: 
52 That thine eyes may be open unto the fup- 

_ plication of thy fervant, and unto the fupplica- 

"tion of thy people Ifrael, to hearken unto them 

-in all that they call for unto thee. 53 For 
thou didft feparate them from among all the 
people of the earth, to be thine inheritance, as 
thou fpakeft by the hand of Mofes thy fervant, 
when thou broughteft our fathers out of Egypt, 
O Lorp God. 


~_ Solomon having made a general furrender of this houfe to 
God, which God had fignified his a¢ceptance of, by taking 
poffeffion ; next follows Solomion’s prayer, in which he makes 
a more particular declaration of the ufes of that furrénder, with 
ail humility and reverence, defiring that God would agree 
_ thereto. In fhort, it is his requeft that this temple might be 
deemed and taken not only for a houfe of Sacrifice, no men- 
_ tion is made of that in all this prayer, that was taken for 
granted, but @ hou/e of prayer for all people; and herein it was 
-a type of the gofpel-church: fee Ifa. Ivi. 7- compared with 
Matth. xxi. 13. Therefore Solomon opened this houfe not 
only with an. extraordinary facrifice, but withan extraordina- 
ry prayer. ct 
Firf, The perfon that prayed this prayer was great: Solo- 
mon did not appoint.one of the priefts to do it, or one of the 
_ prophets ; but did it himfelf, in the prefence of all the congrega- 
tion of L/rael, ver. 22. (1.) It was well “he was able to do 
it; a fign he had made a good improvement of the pious edu- 
cation which his parents gave him. With all his learning, it 
feems, he learned to Pray well, and knew how to exprefs him- 


* 


felf to God in a fuitable-manner pro re nata, without a pre- | 


feribed form. In the croud of his philofophical tranfactions, 
his proverbs and fongs, he did not forget his devotions. He was 
a gainer by prayer, chap. iti. 11.3 and we may fuppofe gaye 
himfelf much. to it, “fo that he excelled, as we find here,-in 
praying gifts. (2.) It was well he was willing to do it, aad 
not fhy of performing divine fervice before fo great a congre- 
gation : he was far from thinking it any difparagement to him 
to be his own chaplain, and the mouth of the affembly to God; 
and fhall any think themfelyes too great to do this. office for 
Ais ivory throne, looked not fo great as he did now. Great 
men fhould thus fupport the reputation of religious exercifes, 
and 0 honour God with their greatnefs. Solomon was here- 
in a type of Chrift, the great interceffor for all over whom he rules, 
- Secondly, The pofture in which he prayed: It was very re: 
Bie) ee 2 


their own families ? Solomon in all his other glory, even on 
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verent, and expreflive of humility, ferioufnefs, and fervency in 
prayer. Ele flood before. the altar of the Lord; intimating, 
that he expected the fuccefs of his prayer in the virtue of that 
great facrifice which fhould be offered up in the filnefs of time, 
typified by the facrifices offered at that altar._-But when he 
addrefled himfelf to prayer, (1.) He kneeled down, as appears 
ver. 45. where he is faid to rife from his knees. Compare 
2 Chron, vi. 13, Kneeling is the mot proper pofture for 
prayer, Eph. ii. 14. The greateft of men mui not thiek it 
below them to dneel before the Lord their Maker.—Mr. Her- 
bert faith, “ Kneeling never fpoiled filk {tockings.” (2.) 
He /pread forth his hands toward heaven, and, as it fhould 
feem by ver. 54. continued fo to the end of the prayer ; here- 
by exprefling his defire towards, and expectation from Gcd 
as a Father in heaven. He fpread forth his hands, as it were 
to offer up the prayer from an open enlarged heart, and to 
reach it thitherward ; and to receive the mercy thence, with 
both arms; which he prayed for. Such outward expreflions 
of the fixednefs and fervour of devotion, ought not to be de- 
fpifed or ridiculed. 3 ! 

Thirdly, The prayer itfelf was very long; and yet perhaps 
longer than it is here recorded. At the throne of grace we 
have liberty of fpeech, and fhould ufe our liberty. ~It is not 
making long prayers, but making them for a pretence, that 
Chrift condemns, . - . 

Now, in this excellent prayer, Solomon doth as we fhould 
in every prayer. 

1. He gives glory to God. This he begins with, as the 
molt proper aé of adoration. He addreffeth himfelf to God, 
as the Lord God of I/rael, a God in covenant with him. ’ And, 
(1.) He gives him the praife of what he is in general ; the 
beft of beings in himfelf: There is no God like thee, none of 
the powers in heaven or earth to be compared with thee: and 
the beft of mafters to his people: Who keepe/? covenant and 
mercy with thy fervants ; not only as good as thy word in 


keeping covenant, but better than thy word in keeping mercy, © 


doing that for them which thou haft not given them an exprefs 


- promife of, provided they walk before thee with all their heart, 


are Zealous for thee, with an eye to. thee. (2.) He gives 
him thanks for what he had done in particular for his family : 
ver. 24. Thou haft kept with thy fervant David, as with other 
thy fervants, that which thou promifed? him. The promife 
Was a great favour to him, his fupport and joy, and now per- 


formance is the crown of it: Thou haft fulfilled it, as it is this - 
. day. _Frefh experiences of the truth of God’s promifes, call 


for enlarged praifes. : 
- 2. He fues for grace and favour from God. 

it, That God would perform to him and his the mercy . 
which he had promifed, ver, 25, 26. Obferve how this comes 
in, He thankfully acknowledgeth the performance of the pro- 
mife in part: Hitherto God had been faithfal to his word, 
Thou haft kept with thy fervant David that which thou promi-- 
Jedft him ; {0 far, that his fon fills his throne, and has built the 
intended temple : now therefore keep with thy fervant David. 
that which thou haf? further promifed him, and which yet _re-- 
mains to be fulfilled in its feafon. Note, ‘The experiences we 
have had of God’s performing his promifes, thould encourage 
us to depend upon them, put them in fuit, and plead them 
with God : ‘and thofe who expe& farther mercies, muft be 
thankful for former mercies. Hitherto God has helped, 2 Cor. 
i. 10. “Solomon repeats the promife, ver..25. There Jrali 
not fail thee a man to fit on the throne ; not omitting the con- 
dition, /o that thy children take head to their way ; for we can- 
not expect God’s performance of the promife, but upon our 
performance of the condition : and-then he humbly begs this 
entail, ver. 26. Now, O God of #Yrael, let thy word be verified. 

Pp. a God’s 
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God’s promifes (as we have obferved) maft be both the guide 
of our defires, and the ground of our ‘hopes and expeétations 
in‘prayer.—David had prayed, 2 Sam. vii. 25. Lord, do as 
thou hoff faid. Note, Children fhould learn of their godly 
parents how to'pray, and plead in prayer. i 

2dly, ‘Phat God would have refpeé to his temple which he 
had how taken poffeffion of, and that his eyes might be conti- 
nually open towards it, ver. 29. That he would gracioufly 
own it, aad fo put an honour and holinefs upon it. To this 


purpofe he promifeth,°(1.) A humble admiration of God’s pra- 


cious condefcenfion : ver. 27. But will God indeed dwell on 
the earth? Can we imagine that a being infinitely high, and 
holy, and happy, fhoald ftoop fo low, as to let it be faid of 
him, that he dwells upon the earth, and blefleth the worms of 
the earth with his prefence ? the earth that is” corrupt, and o- 


verfpread with fin? curfed and referved'to tire! Lord, how is: 


zt? (2.) An humble acknowledgment of the incapacity of the 
houfe he had built, though very capacious, to contain God. 
The heaven of heavens cannot do that; for no place can include 
him, who is prefent in all places ; even this houfe is too little, 
too mean, -to be the refidence of him that is infinite in being 
sand glory. Note, When we have done the moft we-can for 
God, we mult acknowledge the infinite diftance and difpro- 
portion that is between us and hint, between our fervices and 
his-perfeétions. 

This premifed, he prays in general, (1.) That God would 
gtacioufly hear and an{wer this prayer he was now praying, ver. 
38. It was an humble prayer, the prayer of thy fervant; an 
earneft prayer, fuch a prayer as is a cry; a prayer made in 
faith before thee, as the Lord, and my God; Lord, hearken 
to ity have refpeZ to it; not as the prayer of Ifrael’s king ; 
no man’s dignity in the world, or titles of hondur, will re- 


_' commend him to God ; but as the prayer of thy fervant. (2.) 


That God would in like manner hear and anfwer all the pray- 
ers that fhould at any time hereafter be made in or towards 


this houfe which he had now built and of which God had faid, » 


My name foall be there, ver. 29. His own prayers, Hearken 
to the prayers which thy fervant hall make; and the prayers of 
all Hrael, and of every particular Ifraelite, ver. 30. Hear it in 
heaven, that is indeed thy davelling-place, of which this is but afi- 
gure; and when thou beareft, forgive the fin that feparated between 
them and God, even the iniquity of their holy things. [1.] He 
fuppofeth thar God’s people would ever be a praying people. 
He refolves to adhere to that duty himfelf. [2.] He direéts 


them to have an eye to that place in their prayers where God ~ 


was pleafed to manifeft his glory, fo as he did net any where 
elfe on the earth. None but priefts might come into that 
place 5 but when they worfhipped in the courts of the temple, 
it muft be with an éye towards it ; not as the objet of their 
worthip, that were idolatry ; but as an inftituted medium of 
their worfhip, helping the weaknefs of their faith, and typifying 
_ the mediation of Jefus Chrift, who is the true temple, to whom 
we muft have an eye in every thing wherein we have to do 
. withGod. 'T’hey that were at a’diftance looked towards Je- 
' rufalem, for the fake of the temple, even when it was in ruins, 
Dan. vi. 10. [3.] He begs that God would hear the prayers, 
and forgive the fins of all that look this way in their prayer : 
not as if he thought all the devout prayers offered up to God 
by thofe who had no knowledge of this houfe, or regard to it, 


were therefore rejected’; but he defired that the fenfible tokens é 


of the divine préfence with which this houfe was bleffed, might 
always ‘give fenfible encouragement and comfort to believing 
petitioners. : ; 

More particularly, he here puts divers cafes, in which he fup- 
pofeth application would be made to God in prayer, in or to- 
wards this houfe cf prayer. : ; ' 
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1. If God were appealed to by.an cath for the determining 
of any controverted right between man and man, and the oath 

| were taken before this altar, he prayed that God would, fome 

way or other, difcover the truth, and judge between the con- 

tending parties, ver. 31, 32. He prays that, in difficult mate 
ters, this throne of grace might be throne of judgment, from 
which God would right the injured that believiagly appealed 
to it, and punifh the injurious that prefumptuoufly appeal~ 
ed to it. It was ufual to fwear by the temple and al-, 
tar, Matth. xxiii: 17, 18. Which corruption perhaps - 
took rife from this fuppofition of an oath taken, not. by 
the temple or altar, but at or near them, for the greater folem- 
nity. fan 

, If the people of Ifrack were groaning under any national 
calamity, or any particular Ifraelite under any perfonal calami- 
ty, he defires that the prayers they fhould make in or towards 
this houfe, might be heard and anfwered. ; 

1/t, In cafe of public judgments ; war, ver. 33. want of rain. 
ver. 35. famine or peftilence, ver. 37. and he ends with an 
&c. any plague or ficknefs: for thete is no calamity.befals.o-~ 
ther people, but it may light on God’s Ifrael. Now, he fup-° © 
pofeth, (1.) That the caufe of the judgment would be fin, and 
nothing elfe. If they be Smitten before the enemy, if there be 
no rain, it is becaufe they have finned againft thee: thatisis — 
that makes all the mifchief. (2.) That the confequent of the 
judgment would be, that they would cry to God, and’make 
fupplication to him in or towards that houfe. Thofe that 
flighted him before, would folicit him then : Lord, in trouble 
have they vifited thee +, In their, offlidion they will. feek thee ear- 
ly, and earneftly. (3.) That the condition of the remoyal of 
the judgment was fomething more. than bare praying for it, 
He could not, he would not afk that their prayer might bean- 
{wered, unlefs they did alfo turn from their fin, ver. 35. and 
turn again to God, ver. 34. i. e. unlefs they did truly repent: 
and reform. On no other terms may we look for falvation in. 
this world or the other.—But in cafe they did thus qualify y 
themfelves for mercy, he prays, [1.] That God would hear 
from heaven, his holy temple above, to which they mutt look, 
through this temple. [2.] That he would forgive their fins 
for judgments are then removed only in mercy, when fin is par- * 
doned. [3.] That he would teach them the good way where- ¥ 
in they fhould walk, by his Spirit, with his word and prophets > 
and thus they might be’ both profited by their trouble, (for Ble 
fed is the man wham God chaftens and teaches,) and prepared. 
for deliverance ; which then comes in love, when it finds us 
brought back to the good way of God and duty. [4.] That /— 
he would then remove the judgment, and redrefs the grievance, 
whatever it is; not only accept the prayer, but give in the 
mercy prayed for. Spa oe 

2dly, In cafe of perfonal affli@ions, ver. 38, 39, 40. If 
any man of Ifrael'has an errand to thee, here let him find thee, 
here let him ‘find favour with thee. He doth not inftanc: 

. particulars: fo numerous, fo various ate the grievances. of the 
children of men. (1.) He fappofeth that the complainan 
themfelves would very fenfibly feel from their own bees ni 
‘would open that cafe to God, which otherwife they 

- themfelves, and did not make any man acquainted with. ‘I 
Joall knox every man the plague of bis own heart, what it 
pains him, and, as we fay, where the fhoe_pinches ; an 
{pread their hands, i. ¢. {pread their cafe, as Hezekiah 
the letter in prayer, towards this houfe: whether the tro 

_ be of body or mind, they hall prefent it before God. Inward 

| burdens feem efpecially meant. Sin is. the plague of our own 

_ heart, our indwelling corruptions are our fpiritual difeafes. - 

. very Lfraelite indced endeavours to now thefe, that he 
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_fhould be brought hither, to God, 


KI 


mortify them, and watch againft the rifings of them. Thefe 
he complains of, this is the burden he groans under; O 
goretched man that Iam! Thefe drive him to his knees, drive 
him to the fanctuary; lamenting thefe, he fpreads forth his 
bands in prayer. (2.) He refers all cafes of this kind, that 
[1.] To his omnifcience : 
Thou even thou only, knows? the hearts of all the children of 
men ; not only the plagues of their hearts, their feveral wants 
and burdens (thefe he knows, but he will know them from us ) 
but the defire and intent of the heart, the fincerity or hypocri- 


fy of it: Thou knoweft which prayer comes from the heart, 


and which from the lips only. The hearts of kings are not 
unfearchable to*God. [2.] 'T'o his juttice: Give to every man 
according to his ways } and he will not fail. to do fo, by the 
rules of grace, not the law, for then we were all undone. Ege 
To his mercy : Hear, and forgive, and do, ver. 39. that they 
may fear thee ail their days, ver. 40,- This ufe we fhould make 
of the mercy of God to us ia hearing our prayers, and forgiving 
our fins, we fhould thereby be engaged to fear him while we 
live. Fear the Lord and his goodnefs.. There is forgivenefs 
with him, that he may be feared. : = 

 3dly, The cafe of a ftranger that is not an Iraelite is next 


Mentioned ; a profelyte that comes to the temple to pray to the 
- God of Ifrael, being convinced of the folly and wickednefs of 


worfhipping the gods of his country. .(1.) He fuppofeth there 


would be many fuch, ver. 41, 42. that the fame of God’s . 


great works which he. had wrought for Iftael, by which he 
proved himfelf to be above all gods, nay, to be God alone, 
would reach to diftant countries : They that live-remote, /pall 
hear of thy JSrong hand; and thy Jretched-out arm 3 and this will 


_ bring all thinking confiderate people to pray towards this houfe, 
that they may obtain the favour of a God. that is able to do 
_ them a reat kindnefs. 
' and “anfwer the prafelytes prayer : ver. 43- 
all that the firanger calleth to thee for. 

cient were the indications of God’s favour towards the Jfinners | 
As there was then one law for the native and 


2.) He begs that God would accept 
Do according to 
Thus early, thus an- 


of the Gentiles. 
Sor the flranger, Exod. xii. 49. fo there was one gofpel for 
both. (3.) Herein he aims at the glory of God, and the’ pro- 


_ pagating of the knowledge of him.—O let the ftranger ina 
_ fpecial manner {peed well in his ‘addreffes, that he may carry a-- | 
way with him to his own country a good report of the God of 


Hfrael, that all people mayknow thee, and fear thee, (and if they 


» know thee ariyht, they will fear thee) as do thy people Ifrael. 
- So far is Solomon from monopolizing the knowledge and fer- 


vice of God, and wifhing to have them confined to Ifrael on- 
ly, (which was the envious defire of the Jews in the days. of 
Chrift and his apoftles,) that he prays, that al/ people might 


fear God as Ifrael did. Would to God, that all the children of ‘ 
_ men might receive the adoption, and'be made God’s children. 
Father, thus glorify thy name. 


-  4thly, The cafe of an army going forth to’battle is next re- 
commended by Solomon to the divine favour.” It is fuppofed 
that the army is éncamped at a difance, fomewhere a great 


way off, fent by divine orders againft the enemy, ver. 44. when 
(they are ready to engage, and confider the. perils and doubtful 


iffues of battle, and put up a prayer to God for protection and 
fuccefs, with their eye towards this city, and temple, then hear 


__ their prayer, encourage their hearts, ftrengthen their hands, co- 


tx 


’ 


ver their heads, and fo:maintain their caufe, and give them “ 
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fuppofeth that Lfrael would fin, He knew’ thet, and bimfelf, 
and the nature of man too well, to think this a foreign fuppofi- 
tion ; for there is na man that finneth not, that doth not enough 
to jultify God in the fevereft ‘tebukes of his Beemarnce. No 
man but what is in danger of falling into grofs fin, and will, if 
' Ged leave him to himfelf (2.) He fuppofeth what may well 
be expected, if Ifrael revolt front God, that God will be angry 
with them, and deliver them into the hand of their enemies, to 
be carried captive into a ftrange country,» ver. 46. (3.) He 
then fuppofeth that they will bethink themfelves, will confider 
their ways; for affli@ions put men upon confiderations ; and 
when once they are brought to confider, they will repent and 
» pray, will confefs their fins, and humble themfelves, faying, 
We have finned, and have done perverfely, ver. 47. and we!l 


return to God in the land of*their enemies, whom they had for _: 


faken in their own land. (4.) He fuppoféth that in their 
prayers they will look towards their own land, the holy Jand, 
Jerufalem the holy city, and the temple the holy houfe, and 
directs them fo to do, ver. 48. for his fake who gave them that 


(5.) He prays that then God would Lear their prayers, Sor- 


have compaffion on them, ver. 49, 50. God hath all hearts in 
his hand, and can, when he pleafeth, turn the {trongeft ftream 


been their moft cruel perfecutors. See this prayer anfwered, 
Pfal. evi. 46. He made them to be pitied of all thofe that car- 
ried them captive ; which, if it did not enlarge, yet eafed their 
captivity. (6.) He pleads their relation to God, and his in- 
tereft in them; They are thy people, which thou haft taken 
into thy covenant, and under thy care and condu@; thine in« 
heritance, from which, more than from any other nation, thy 
rent and tribute of glory iffues and arifes, ver. 51. feparated 
from among all people to be fo, and by diltinguithing favours 
appropriated to thee, ver. 53. ; 

Laftly, After all thefe particalars, he concludes with this ges 
neral requeft, that God would hearken to all his praying peo- 


under the gofpel can be imagined to add any acceptablenefs to 
the prayers made in or’ towards it, as the temple then did. 
That was a fhadow, the fubftance is Chrift: whatever we afk 
in his name, it fhall be given vs. 


54 And it was /o,that when Solomon had made 
an end of praying all this prayer and fupplica- 


tar of the Lorn, from kneeling on his knees, 
with his hands fpread up to heaven. 55 And 
he ftood, and bleffed all the congregation of If- 
rael, with a loud voice, faying, 56 Bleffed be 
the Lorp, that hath given reft unto his people 
Ifrael, according to all that he promifed: there 
hath not failed one word of all his good pro. 
mife, which he promifed by the hand of Mofes 
his fervant. 57 The Lorp our God be with 
us, as he was with our fathers : let him not leave 
us, nor forfake us: 58 That he may incline 


land, chofe that city, and to whofe honour that houfe was built. ” 


give their fins, plead their caufe, and incline their enemies to - 


the contrary way, and make thofe to pity his people who have ~ 


ple in all that they call unto him for, ver. 52. No place now - 


tion unto the Lor», he arofe from before the al- » 


> 
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_ -victory.—Soldiers in the field mut not think it enough that 

| they who tarry at home pray for them, but mutt ray for them- 

4 “felves ; and they are here encouraged to hope for a gracious 

_ anfwer. Praying thould always go along with fighting. 

_ Sthly, The cafe of poor captives is the Jaft that is here in- 
@anced in, as a proper objec of divine compaflion. (a.) He 


our hearts unto him, to walk in all his ways,’ 
and to keep his commandments, and his fta- 
tutes, and his judgments, which he command- 
ed our fathers. 59 And let thefe my words 
wherewith I have made fupplication before the 

phe! ' Lorn, 


434 | I. 


Loro, be nigh unto the Lorp our God day and 
night, that he maintain the caufe of his fervant, 
and the caufe of his people Ifrael at all times, 


as the matter fhall require: 60, Fhat all the — 


people of the earth may know that the Lorp 
7s God, and that there is none’ elfe. 61x Let 
your heart therefore be perfect with the Lorp 
our God, to walk in his ftatutes, and to keep 
his commandments, as at this day. RES 


Solomon, after his fermon in Ecclefiaftes, gives us the con- 
clufion ,of the whole matter; fo he-doth here after this long 
prayer: It is called his dlefing of ghe people, ver. 55. He pro- 
nounced it flanding, that he might be the better heard, and be- 
caufe he bleffed as one having authority. Never were words 
more fitly fpoken, nor more pertinently ; never was congrega- 
tion difmuffed with that which was more likely to affect them, 
and abide with them. \ 

1. He gives God the glory of the great and kind things he 
had done for Irael, ver. 56. he ftood up to ble/s the congrega- 
tion, ver. 55. but begins with blefling God, for we mutt in eve- 
ry thing give thanks. Do we expe& God fhould do well for 
us and ours? let us take all occafions to fpeak well of him and 
his.—He bleffed God who had given, he doth not fay wealth, 
. and honour, and power, and vitory to Ifrael, but reft, as if 
that were a bleffing more valuable than any of thofe. Let not 
thofe who have reft, undervalue that blefling then, though they 
want the other. He, compares the bleflings God had beftow- 
ed upon them, with the promifes he had given them, that God 
might have the honour of his faithfulnefs, and the truth of that 
word of his, which he has magnified above all his name. (1.) 
He refers to the promifes given by the hand of Mofes, as he did, 
ver. 15, 24. to thofe which were made to David. There 
were promifes piven by Mofes, as well as precepts. Tt was 
long ere God gave Ifrael the promifed reft, but they had it at 
Taft, after many toffes. The day will come, when God’s fpiritual 

Ifracl will re? from all their labours. (2.) He doth, as it 
~ were, write a receipt in-fall onthe back of thefé bonds: There 


bas not failed one word of all bis good promife. This difcharge - 


he gives in the name of all Tfrael, to the everlafting honour of 
the divine faithfulnefs, and the everlafting encouragement of all 
thofe that build upon the divine promifes. : 

2. He bleffeth himfelf and. the congregation, expreffing his 
carncft defire and hope of thefe four things. (1.) The pre- 
fence of God with them. That is all in all to the happinefs 
of a church and nation, and of every particular perfon. This 
great congregation was now fhortly to featter, and it was not 
likely they fhould ever be altogether again in this world: So- 
lomon therefore difmiffeth them with this blefling, The Lord 
be prefent with us; and that will be comfort enough, when we 
are abfent the one from the other: The Lord our God be with 
as, as he was with our fathers, ver. 57. Let him not leave us; 
let him be to us to-day, and to ours for ever, what he was to 
thofe that went before us. (2.) The power of his grace upon 
them: Let him be with us, and continue with us, not that he 
may enlarge our coafts, and increafe our wealth, but that he 
may incline our hearts to bim/elf, to walk in all his ‘ways, and 
to keep his commandments, ver. 58. Spiritual bleflings are the 
‘belt bleflings, which we fhould covet earneftly to be bleffed 
with. - Our hearts are naturally averfe to our duty, and apt to 
decline from God; it is his grace that inclines them, grace that 
mutt be obtained by prayer. 
he had now made: Let thefe my words be nigh unto the Lord 
aur God day qnd night, ver. 59. Let a gracious return be 
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' ty_thoufand oxen, and an hundred and twenty. — 


- our God, fever days and feven days, even four: 


(3.) An anfwer to the prayer | 
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made to every prayer that fhall be made here, and that will be 
a continual anfwer to this prayer. What Solomon afks here’ | 
for his prayer, is flill granted in the interceflion of Chrift, 
which his {upplication was a'type of, that powerful prevailing 
interceflion, is before the Lord our God day and night ; for our 
great advocate attends continually to do this” very thing, and 
we may depend upon him to maintain our.caufe, (again{t the 


- adverfary, that accufeth us day and night, Rev. Xli. 10.), and 


the common caufe of his people Ifrael,-at all times, upon all oc- 
cafions, as the matter fhall require, fo as to fpeak for us the — 
word of the day in its day, as the original here reads it, from 
which we fha!l receive grace fufficient, fuitable, and feafonable, 
in every time of necl. (4.) The glorifying of God in the en- 
Jargement of his kingdom among men. Let Ifrael be thus. 
blefled, thus favoured not that all people may become’ tribu- 
tarics to us, Solomon fees his kingdom as great as he defires ; 
but that all people may know that the Lord is God, and he on- 
ly, and may come and worfhip him, ver. 60. With this So- 
Jomon’s prayers, like the prayers of his father David the fon of 


Feffe, are ended, Pial. Ixxii. 19, 20. Let the whole earth be 


filled with his glory. We cannot clofe our prayers with a bet- 
ter fummary than this, Fether, glorify thy name. he eee 

3. He folemnly charges his people to continue and perfevere —- = 
in their duty to God. Having fpoken to God for them, he. — 
here {peaks from God to them; and thofe only would fare’ 
the better for his prayers, that were made better by his preach- 
ing. Elis admonition at parting is, Let your heart be perfee 
with the Lord our God, ver. 61. Let your abedience be uni- 
verfal, without dividing, upright, without diffembling, and con- “ 
ftant, without declining. This is evangelical perfection. © 


62 § And the king, and all Ifrael with him, . 
offered facrifice before the Lorp. 63 Afid So- 
lomon offered a facrifice of peace-offerings, 
which he offered unto the Lorp, two and twen- 
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thoufand fheep: fo the king and. all the chil.” 
dren of Ifrael dedicated the houfe of the Lorp. 
64 The fame day did the king hallow the mid- 
dle of the.court that was before the houfe of 

the Lorp: for there he offered burnt-offerings . 
and meat-offerings, and the fat of the peace- 
offerings: becaufe the brazen altar that was be- aa 
fore the Lorp, was too little to receive the 
burnt-offerings, and meat-offerings, and the fat 
of the peace-offerings. 65 And at that time. 
Solomon held a feaft, and all Ifrael with hath, “ai 
great congregation, from the entering in of Ha- 


math, unto the river of Egypt, before the Lori 


teen days. : 
people away: and they bleffed the king, and 
went unto their tents joyful and glad of heart. 
for all the goodnefs that the Lorp had done f 
David his fervant, and for Ifrael his people. — 


66 On the eighth day he fent the 


We read before, that Judah and Ifrael were. eati 
drinking, and very merry, under their own’ yines an 
here we have them fo in God’s courts, Now they 
lomon’s words true concerning wifdom’s ways, that they 
ways of pleafantnels,, ikke iA Sige pega 
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1. They had a great deal of 
attended at God’s houfé. For there, 1. Solomon offered a 
great facrifice ; twenty-two thoufind oxen, and one hundred 
and twenty thoufand fheep ; enough to‘have drained the coun- 
try of cattle, ifit had not been a very fruitful land. The 
~ Heathen thought themfelves: vc ry generous, when they offered 
facrifices by the hundreds, Aecatombs they called them ;-but 
Solomon outdid them, he offered them by thoufands.. When 
* Mofes dedicated his altar, the peace-offerings were twenty-four 
bullocks ; rams, goats, and lambs, one hundred and eighty, 
_ Numb. vii. 88. Then the people weré poor; but now they 
‘were. increafed in- wealth, more was expected from them. 

Where God fows plentifully, 


~veral days of the fea(t. Thirty’oxen a-day ferved Solomon’s 
table, but thoufands {hall go to God’s altar. Few are thus 
_ minded, to fpend more on their fouls than on their bodies. 
The fleth of the peace-offerings, which belonged to the officer, 
It is’ likely, Solomon ‘treated the people with. Chrift fed 
thofe who attended him.—The brazen altar was not big e- 
nough to receive all thefe acrifices; fo that, to ferve the pre- 
fent occafion, they were forced to offer many of them in the 
middle of the court, ver. 64. Some think on altars, altars of 
earth or flone erected for the purpofe, and taken down when 
the folemnity was over: others think on the bare ground. 
They that will be generous in ferving God, need not {tint. 
_ themfelves for want of room and occalion to.be fo. 2.) He 
‘Rept a feaft, the fealt of tabernacles, as it fhould feem, after 
the feaft of dedication; and both together lafted fourteen days, 
Yer. 65.5; yet they-faid not, Behold, what a wearine/s is it 2 
2. They carried this joy and fatisla@.oa with them to: their 
own houfes, When they were difmiffed, they bleffed the king, 
ver, 65. applauded him, admired him, and returned him the 
thanks’ of the congregation, and then vent to their tents Joyful 
and glad of heart, ail eafy and pleafed. 
the matter of their joy fo it fhould be of ours at all- times. 
They rejoiced in God’s blefling; 
on the kingdom. 
Aoly ordipances, and go on our way rejoicing, for God’s good 
nefs to our Lord Jefus, of whom David his fervant was a type, 
in the advancément and eltablifhment of his throne, purfuant 
to the covenant of redemption ; and to all believers, his {piri- 
tual Tfrael, in their fan@ification and confolation, purfuant to 


the covenant of'grace,. If we rejoice not herein always, it is: 


our own fault. ~~ 


~ ¢ 


‘ 5 j CH A P. IX. 
In this chapter we. have, J. 
“\wifton gave to Solomon's prayer, and the terms he fettled 
~ with hun, ver. 1,9. IIs The interchanging of grateful: 
 Rindneffs be:ween Solomon and Ehiramy, ver. 10,—14. 
“IL. Ais workmen and butldings, vers 15,—24. IV. His 
- devotion, wer. 25: V.. His trading navy, vers 26,—~28: \ 
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Lorn, and the king’s houfe, and all Solomon’s: 
lefire which he was pleafed to do, 2° That the 
LORD appeared to Solomon a fecond time, as 
e had appeared unto him at Gibeon.. 3 And 
he Lorn faid-unto him, I-have heard thy pray- 
t and thy fupplication that:thou haft made be- 
ore me: I have hallowed this houfe which 
hor haft built, to_put my name there for ever, 


AND it came to 
A finithed the-building of the houfe of the 


» eg 


joy and fatis&@ion while they | 


he mult reap, accordingly. All | 
thefe facrifices could not be offered in one day, butin the {e- 


God’s goodnefs was- 


both on the royal family and 
Thus fhould we go home rejoicing from: 


The anfwer which God tn a’ 


pafs when Solomon had 
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and mine eyes and mine heart fhall. be’ there 
perpetually. 4 And if thou wilt walk before 
me, as David thy father walkéd, in integrity. of 
heart and in uprightnefs, to do according to all 
that I have commanded thee, aud wilt keep. 
my ilatutes and my judgments: 5 Then I will 
eftablith the throne of thy kingdom upon Ifrael 
for ever, as I promifed to David thy father, 
faying, There thall not fail thee ® man upon. 
the throne of Ifrael, 6 But if you thall at alk 
turn from following me, you or your children, 
and will not keep my commandments and my. 
ftatutes, which I have fet before you, but £0. 
and ferve other gods, and worfhip them: 7: 
Then will I cut off Ifrael out of the land which: 
Ihave given them; and this houfe- which a 
have hallowed fer my name, will leat out of 
my fight, and Ifrael fhall be a proverb, and a 

by-word among all people: 8 And at: this: 
houle, which is high, every one that paffeth by 

it fhall be aftonifhed, and fhall hifs; and they 

thal fay, Why. hath the Lorp done thus unto 

this land, and to this houfe? gv And they fhall. 
anfwer, Becaufe they forfook the Lorp their: 
God, who brought forth their fathers out of 
the land of Egypt, and have taken hold upon. 
other gods, and have 
ferved them: 
upon them all. this evil. 


God had given a real. anfwer to Solomon's prayer, and toa - 
kens of his acceptance of it immediately, 
ven, which confumed the facrifices, as we find 2 Chron. vii._ 
1.3 but here we have a more exprefs and diltin@ anfwer to it, 
Obferve, - } . 

‘  Firfl, In what way, God gave. him. this. anfwer: He ap- 
peared to him, as he had done at Gibeon, in the beginning of. 
his reign, in a dream or vifion, ver. 2. The comparing of it 
with that, intimates, that it was the very night after he had 
‘finithed. the folemnities of his feftival, for fo that was, 2 Chron, 
i. 6, 7; And thea, ver..1. fj eaking of Solomon’s finifhing , 
all his buildings, which was not till many years «after the de- 
dication of the temple, mutt be read, Thus. Solomon. finifbed, 
as it is, 2 Chron, vii. 11. and.ver. 2. mutt be read, And the 
Lord had appeared. ‘ <i, 

Secondly, The purport of this anfwer.. : 

1. He affures him of. his fpecial prefence in the temple he . 
had built, in anfwer to the prayer he had made: ver, 3th 
have hallowed this houfe. Solomon had dedicated it, but it. 
was God’s prerogative to hallow it, to fané&tify or -confecrat» 
it. Man cannot make a place holy ; yet what we in fincerity 

“devote to Gad, we may hope he. will gracioufly accept of as» 
his ; and his eyes and.his heart fhall be upon it. Apply it. 
to. perfans, the living temples: Thofe, whom God. hallows. 
or fanctifies, whom he fets apart for himfelf, they have his.. 


tually. 

2.. He fhews him; that he and 
ture, upon their good behaviour : 
as if they might live as they lift 


his people were, for theifir-!- 
Let them not be fecure now, 
now they had the temple of the. 
Lord» 


by the fre from hea-“ 


7 


worfhipped them, and. : 
therefore hath the Lorp brought. 


- 


eye, they have his heart, his love and. care, and this. perpe- - | 


Lord, the temple of the Lord among them, Jer, vii, 4. No; 
this houfe was defigned to protect them in their allegiance to 
God, but not in their rebellion or difobedience. God deals 
plainly with us, fets before us good and evil, the blefling and 
the curfe, and lets us know what we'muft truft to. God here 
tells Solomon, d 
if, That the eftablifhment of his kingdom depended upon 
the conftancy of his obedience: ver. 4, 5. Jf thou wilt walk 
before me as David did, who left thee a good example, and 
encouragement enough to follow it; an advantage thou wilt 
be accountable for, if thou do not improve it; if thou wilt 
avalk as he did, in integrity of heart and uprighine/s ; for that 
is the main matter, no religion but fincerity ; then J will efla- 
blifh the throne of thy kingdom, and not otherwife ; for on that 
condition the promife was made, Phal. cxxxii. 12. If we 
perform our part of the covenant, God will not fail to perform 
his. If we improve the grace God has given us, he will con- 
” firm us to the end. Let not the children of godly parents ex— 
pect the entail of the blefling, unlefs they tread in the fteps of 
thofe that are gone before them to heaven, and keep up the 
virtue and piety of their anceftors. 
dly, That the ruin of his kingdom would be the certain con- 
fequence of his or his childrens apoftacy from God: ver. 6. 
But know then, and let thy family and kingdom know it, and 
be admonifhed by it, that if so fede altogether turn from fol-~ 
lowing me, ({o it is thought it fhould be read) ; if you forfake 


niy fervice, defert mine altar, and go and ferve other gods, }' 


{for that was the covenant-breaking fin), if you or your chil- 
dren break off from me, this houfe will not fave you. But, 
(1.) Ifrael, though a holy nation, will be cut off, ver. 7. by 
one judgment after another, till they become a proverb and a 
by-word, and the moft defpicable people under the fun, though 
now the molt honourable. ‘This fuppofeth the deftruction of 
" sthe royal family, though it is not particularly threatened. The 
king is of courfe undone, if the kingdom be. (2.) Thetem- 
_ ple, though’a holy houfe, which. God himfelf bad hallowed 
for lis name, thould be abandoned, and laid defolate: ‘ver. 8, 
9. This houfe which is high :—they prided themfelves in the 
“ftatelinefs and magnificence of the {truéture ; ‘but let them - 
know, it was not fo high as to be out of the reach of God’s 
judgments, if they vilified it fo as to exchange it for groves 
‘and iddl-temples ; and yet at the fame time magnified it fo as 
to think it fecured the favour of Ged to them, thongh they 
weyer fo much corrupted themfelves. This houfé which is 
high : they that now pafs by it are aftonifbed at the bulk and 
-beauty of it ; the richnefs, contrivance, and workmanfhip, are 
admired by all fpeétators, and it is called a ftupendous fabric ; 
butiif you forfake God, its height will make its fall the more 
. amazing ; and they that pafs by will be as much aftonifhed at 
its ruins ; and the guilty, felf-conviéted, felf-condemned Ifrael- 
ites, will be forced to acknowledge with fhame, that they 
themfelves were the ruin of it; for when it fhall be afked, Why 
hath the Lord done thus to this houfe ? they cannot but anfwer, 
it was becaufe they forfook the Lord their God. See Deut. 
xxix. 24.’ Their fin will be read in their punifhment; they 
deferted the temple, and therefore God deferted it; they pro- 
faned it with their fins, and laid it common, and therefore 
God profaned it with his judgments, and laid it *afte.—This 
' God gave Solomon fair warning of, now he had newly built 
and dedicatedvit, that he and his people might not be high- 
minded, but fear. ; 
'- 10 And it came to pafs.at the end of 
twenty years, when Solomon had built the two 
houfes, the houfe of the Lorp, and the king’s 


| hopfe. x1 (Now Hiram the king of Tyre had 
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‘paltry and f{neaking, to give Hiram what was not worth his ac- 


“the worlt roads through them. See how the provide 


furnifhed Solomon with cedar-trees, and firs _ 
trees, and with gold, according to all his defire) 
that then king Solomon gave Hiram twenty — 
cities in the land of Galilee, -12 And Hiram 
came out from Tyre to fee the cities which So- © 
lomon had given him, and they pleafed him 
not. 13 And he faid, What cities aré@ thefe ~ 
which thou haft given me,’my brother? And 
he called them the land of Cabul unto this 
day. 14 And Hiram fent tothe king dixfcore 
talents of gold. 


‘What agteement was made between Solomon and Hiram ~ 
when the building-work was to be begun, we read before, chap. — 
v.; here we have an account of their fair and friendly parting: i 
when the work was done: REE oh at Bap ae 

1. Hiram made good. his bargain to the atmoft: he had | 
farnifhed Solomon with materials for his buildings according to _ 
all his defire, ver. rr. and with gold, ver. 14.—So far was he ~ 
from envying Solomon’s growing greatnefs and reputation, and: — 
being jealous of him, that he helped to magnify him. Solo~ — 
mon’s power, with Solomon’s wifdom, needed. not to be dread- 
ed by any of his neighbours. God honours him, therefore — 
Hiram: will, -2 + eres ee Roe St 

2. Solomon, no doubt, made good his bargain, and gave Hi- — 
ram food for his houfehold, as was agreed, chap. v. 9. But — 
here we are told, that, over and above that, he gave him twen-_ 
ty cities, (fmall ones we may fuppofe, like thofe mentioned 
here, ver. 19.) in the (rnd of Galilee, ver. 11. It fhould feem 
thefe were not allotted to any of the tribes of Tfrael, (for the ~ 
border of Asher came up to them, Jofh, xix. 27. which inti< — 
matts, that it-did not include them), but continued’ i the 
hands of the natives till Solomon made himfelf matter of them, — 
and then made a prefent of them to Hiram: Tt becomes thofe — 
that are great and good, to be generous.—Hiram came to fee e 


_ thefe cities, and did not like them, ver. 12. They pleafed bim — 


not.—He called the country the land of Cabul; a Phenician 
word, (faith Jofephus), which fignifies difpleafing, ver.13._ 
He therefore returned them' back to Solomon, as we find, 
2 Chron. vill. 2.’ whovrepaired them, and then caufed the chil 


| dren uf Lfrael to inhabit them; which intimates, that before they: . 


did not. But when Solomon received back what he had gi- 
ven, no doubt he honourably gave Hiram an equivalent in fome- — 
thing elfe. But what fhall we think of this? Was Solomon’ 
ceptance? Or was Hiram humourfome, and hard to pleafe.? i 
am willing to believe it was neither fo nor fo. The country 4 
was truly valuable, and the cities in it, but not agreeable 
Hiram’s genius. The Tyrians were merchants, trading me 
that lived in fine houfes, and went rich by navigation, but kne1 ; 
not how to value a country that was fit for corn and pattur. 
that was bufinefs that Jay out of their way, and therefore Hi- 
ram defired Solomon to take them again, he knew-not 1 
to do with them ;-and if he would. pleafe to gratify him, - 
be in his own element, by coming in with him partner in tr 
as we find he did, ver. 27. Hiram, that was wfed to the c 
ftreets of Tyre, could by no means agree with the dirty } 7 
in the land of Cabul; whereas the beft Jands have commonly” 
ait 


Of | 


God fuits both the accommodations of this earth ta the 
difpofitions of men, and the difpofitions of men to the vari 
accommodations of the earth, and all for the good of mankind — 
in general. Some take delight in hufbandry, and wonder what _ 
pleafure failors can take on a rough fea; others take as mn he 


vgestaaes 
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~ Aclight in navigation, ard wonder what pleafure hufbandmen 


can take in a dirty country, like the land of Cabul. It is fo 
in many other inftances, in which we may obferve the wifdom of 
him whofe all fouls are, and all lands. 


15 §[ And this is the reafon of the levy which 
king Solomon raifed, for to build the houfe of 
‘the Lorn, and his own houfe, and Millo, and 
the wall of Jerufalem, and Hazor, and Megiddo, 
and Gezer, 16 For Pharaoh king of Egypt 
had gone up, and taken Gezer, and burnt it 
with fire, and flain the Canaanites that dwelt 
in the city, and given it for a prefent unto his 
daughter, Solomon’s wife. x17 And Solomon 
built Gezer, and Beth-horon the nether, 18 
And Baalath, and Tadmor in the wildernefs, 
in the land, 19 And all the cities of ftore that 
Solomon had, and cities for his chariots, and ci- 
ties for his horfemen, and that which Solomon 
defired to build in Jerufalem, and in Lebanon, 
and in all the land of his dominion. 20 And 
all the people that were ‘left of the Amorites, 
Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebufites, which 
were not of the children of Hrael, 21 Their 
children that were left after them in the land, 
whom the children of Hrael alfo were not able 
utterly to deftroy, upon thofe did Solomon levy, 
a tribute of bond-fervice unto this day. 22 But 
of the children of Ifrael, did Solomon make no 
bond-men ; but they were men of war, and his 
fervants, and his princes, and his captains, and 


rulers of his chariots and his horfemen. 24; 


Thefe were the chief of the officers that were 
over Solomon’s work, five hundred and_ fifty, 
which bare rule over the people that wrought 
in the work, 24 But Pharaoh’s- daughter 
came up out of the city of David, unto her 
houfe which Solomon had built for her: then 
did he build Millo. 25. And three times ina 
year did Solomon offer burnt-offerings, and peace- 


offerings upon the altar which he built unto the | 


Lorp, and he burnt incenfe upon the altar that 
vas before the Lorn: fo he finifhed the houfe. 
26 ¥ And king Solomon made a navy of fhips 
m Ezion-geber, which is befide Eloth, on the 


fhore of the Red-fea, in the land of Edom. 25 


And Hiram fent in the navy his fervants, fhip- 
men that had knowledge of the fea, with the 
fervants of Solomon. 28 And they came to 


Ophir, and fet from thence gold, four hundred. 


and twenty talents, and brought -it to king So- 
lomon.. TS ae ees 

i We have here.a further account of Solomon’s greatnefs. 

1. Fis buildings. He raifed a great levy both of men-and 


money, becaule he projected 2’ great deal of building, which 


would both employ many hands, and put him to a valt expence, 
ver. 15. And he was a wife builder, who-fat dewn firlt, and 
counted the colt, and would not begin to build, till he found 
himfelf able to finifh. Perhaps there was fome compluint of 
the heavinefs of the taxes, which the hiftorian excufeth from 
the greatnefs of his undertakings. He raifed it not for war, 
as other princes, which would fpend the blood of his fubjects 5 
but for building, which would require only their labour and 
purfes. Perhaps David obferved Solomon’s genius to lie to- 


. wards building, and forefuw he would. have his head and hands 


full of it, when he penned that fong of degrees for Solomon, 
which begins, Ewcept the Lord build the houfe, they labour in 
vain that build it, Pfal. cxxvii. 1.; directing him to acknowe 
ledge God in all’ thefe ways, and by prayer, and faith in his 
providence, to take him along with himvin® all his defigns of 
this kind. And Solomon verily began his work at the right 
end ; for he built God’s houfe firlt, and finithed that, before 
he began his own, and then God blefled him, and he profper- 
ed in all his other buildings. If we begin with God, he wall 
go on with us. Let the firft-fruits be his, and the after-fruits 
will the more comfortably be ours, Matth. vi. 33. Solomon. 
built a church firft, and then he was enabled to build houtes,- 
and cities, and walls, and what not ? Thofe confalt_not their 
own intereft, that defer to the laft what they defign for pious 
ufes. 

The farther order in Solomon’s buildings is obfervable ; 
God’s houfe firft for religion, then his own for his own con-° 
venience, then a hoafe for his wife, to which fheremoved as 
foon as it was ready for her, ver. 24. then’ Millo, the town- 
houfe, or guild-hall ; then the wall of Jerufalem, tie royal ci- 
ty; then fome cities of note and {trength in the country, which 
were decayed and unfortified, Hazor, Megiddo, &e.; rebuild~ 
ing thefe at his own charge, the inhabitants would be not only 
his fubje&ts, but his tenants, which would increafe the revenues. 
of the crown for the benefit of his fucceffors: ° Among the 


reft he built Gezer, which Pharaoh took out of the hands of - 
the Canaanites, and made a prefent of to his daughter, Solo+.- 


mon’s wife, ver. 16. See how God maketh the earth to help 
the woman. Solomon was not himfelflatwarlike prince, but: 
the king of Egypt that was, took cities for hinr to build. 
Then he built cities for convenience, for {tore, for his chariots,. 
and for his horfemen, ver. 19. And, laftly, he’ Built for. plea- 
fure in Lebanon, for his hanting, perhaps, or ovher diveriions 
there. Let piety begin, and profit proceed, and leave pleafure 
to the laft. 

2. His workmen and fervants, In doing fuch great works, 
he muft needs employ abundance of workmen. The honour 
of great men is borrowed frém their inferiors, who do that. 
which they have the credit of. ; 

if, Solomon employed thofe which remained. of the cone 
quered and devoted nations in all the flavifh work, ver. 20. 
21. We may fuppofe they renounced their idolatry, and {ub- 
mitted to Solomon’s government, fo that he could not in ho- 
nour utterly deftroy them; and they were fo poor, that he could! 
not Jevy money on them $ therefore he ferved himfelf of their 
labour. Herein he obferved God’s law, Lev. xxv. 44. Thy- 
bondmen [hall be of the Heathen ; and fulfilled Noabh’s curfe up- 
on. Canaan, 4 fervant of fervants [oall he be’ unto his brethreny. 
Gen. ix: 25. 

2dly, He employed Lfraclites im the more. creditable fervi- 
Ces: ver. 22, 23. Of them he made no bondmen, for they were 
God’s freernen ; but he madé them. foldiers and courtiers, and 
gave them offices, as he faw them qualified, among his chari- 
ots and horfemen, appointing fome to fupport the fervice of 
the iaferior labourers. ‘Thus. he preferred the dignity and li- 
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» 3\ His pietyrandidevotion? ver, 294; Teds oeg times, Ane inner I. 
he offered’ burnt-offerings extraordinary, vizwrat the thee, Hees 
ly fealts, the paflover, penteedft,) amd »featt of tabennacless,in 
dhSnour Of the: divineiinititution 5» befides iavhaty he offered ‘at, o- 
‘ther’ times,"bothiftatedlyyiand «upon efpeciald o¢eafionsesn With | 
his facrifices hé/burnwindenfey) notshimfelf, that, was! king, Uz- 
ziah’s crime, but the iprieft for him,vat‘his/charges: and ;to this 
paurticularcufé and behoof..1i Itnis {aids hes offered|on the altar | 
dwhieh he bimofelfebuileh aAbegook ¢are to buildsity and: then, | 

v(t) He himfelfiniade: vile afer Many.will., affift. others, de- | 
wotions;that/nepleQidheir owns 

, “building anialtar tvould!exdufe ical from facrificing,:butsrather | 
hengage-him-thevmbreitovit.: » (24) Hel hitafelfihad the benefit 
and Comfortvofiite: *Wihdtever: pains) we ntakesfor thesfupport 
‘nuf religion to the glorysof God, andrthé! edification of ,others, 
~ outfelveslare Jikely to! havestheradvantage loflites garinev 

4)'Histmerchandifess9/Ede bniltia fleet! of, trading, fhips: at 
popu igeber) werly 26) asporton the! coaft.of ; the ;Red:fea,sthe 
fartheft {tage of the Ifraelites, when they wandered in “the wil 
idernefs, Numb) xxkiisng gy. (iilt: isosprobable, that, wildernefs 
indw began/tosbe peopledsby:; the! Edomitts, which ¢it;awas| apt 
vthenyos!Wjei them cthis iportbhad belonged j5/but Dayid,baying 
ifubaded the Hidomitesscit indw (pertained to the scrown)}ofp: dp- 

‘ndahui The ifleet traded: to! phir,| inv whe (aft Indies:s/fuppo- 
‘fedito: beothat'which ishnowicalled: Geylomsi Geld; wasithe com- 

; ‘linioditystraded for jfubRantialowealthh ssl wdhould feem} Solo- 
“mnoti bad sbefore gone partneri with diwam or putianventunesin- | 
utolhis hips, which! made ailrichisreturm of; one ,hundred) and 
‘twenty talentsyiger a4). jthatisencouraged ‘him, toi buildsa fleet 
boPiHistqums 0 MThe fabcesiof others im anyuemployment| |foould 
‘aqui¢ken out indaftry:s!ifor:can eal dabour there \is.profit..)=Solo- 

i monrifeht hisiowmefervants fdriifastors; merchants, and, fuper- 
to bangves's|cdtshired Tyvians| for failors|\for theyrhadcknowlhedge| 
oof the Jeayovers'2'7401\i'T Hus! obe bnation heeds: anothers) Provi- 

~ \Ndende! vordetingg ityethatithere may, be imutabicémmercesand 

0 afilances}oforonot lonlyy asi Chriftians, woutvad. Mens weyare 

“dmémhiberstone?ofianothers4i(Eheicheet! broughtybome ‘to Selo- 

\ anon founiburidred and twenty talents of goldsver. 528.0 Canaan, 

vatherholy landpithecgloryl6f alldandsydsad no wold.an at ;, wehlich| * 

a\taaches\tusy thar that ‘partiof the avealth ofthis \world, , which 

‘(isifor hoarding and) trading, ‘islnottthe béftypahtcofrat, ‘buts fha 

oawvhich is'motelimmediately forthe prefent)fupportiiand! cae 

+) fortéof life; oeriowm andvothet’s biforsthe: produtts!cofii@anaan 
“were ——Solomonigbt much: bychigametchandifesbut i it fhould 
een David gotmiuch more by!hisidonqudlls: i Whatawas So, 
Jomon’s four hundred and twenty talents, to Dawid?s\ihundred 
thoufand talents of gold? Chron. bxkix) 26 oxxigw if. ¢ Solo: 
mon getimuch by’ his merchandife,cand>yetdascdinegted (us ta 

‘va better trade, within’ reachiofithe pooreft'y havingwefhired ‘us, 
from his own experience dfcboth, that the: merchandifevof wif: 

1 adem asbetler shanctbesmerchandi ifs of fi isang ‘and: ‘the\gain: whereof’ 
fo pig ides fi, 1. Govin. tea to yen wile wi 
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* : Cie (AoPia rb. vitae) Wate tie 
aS till Sloeas vooks! preat, and) ona kines in thinichaptentadde 
to. bis magnificerors We read nothing indeed sof bis: chat 
rity, of no bofpitals he built, or. alm-houfes 3 he made his 


1eb eg ek int thatubdid nat needvhom yetno\guefion, 


many poor were reliewed fruin the abundance of tus, table, yi 


A church he had? buik, never to be equalled ; Schools: or 
colleges henécd not pudldbanyy bis'own palace wasan dea- | 
_ damy, and his court a rendezvous of wife andlearne 
men, as well as the ele of allthe circulating mehes of 

that part f the world, 1. What abundance of wifdom . 
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and for the;kking’s-houfe, harps; alfo and pfalte- 
ries for fingers: there came no fuch almug-trees, 


‘hor were feem untoj this day... 13 And king:So- 


lomon gave unto the queen of Sheba all her de- 
fire whatfoever fhe afked, befides that which 


Solomon gave her of his royal bounty: fo the: 


turned and went to her, own country, fhe and 


~ We have here an aécoupt! of \the vifit which the queen of 


Sheba made to Solomon, no doubt when he. was in the height 


of his piety and profperity. Our Saviour calls her the queen 
of the fouth, for Sheba lay fouth’ from Canaan: The common 
opinion‘is,:that. it was. in Africas and the Chriftians in Ethi- 
pia, to this day, are confident that fhe came from their coun- 
try, and that Candace was her, fucceffor, who is mentioned, 


. As viii. 27. But it is more probably thought, that the came 
from the fouth part of Arabia the Happy. It fhould feem fhe was 


a queen-regent, fovereign of her country.’ Many a kingdom 
had been prevented of ‘its greateft' bleflings, if a Salic law had 
been admitted into its conftitutiun. - Obferve, 

1, On what errand the'queen of Sheba came; not to treat 
of trade or commerce, to’ adjuft the limits of their dominions, 


. to court his alliance for their mutual f{trength, or his afliftance 
again{t fome common enemy, which are the common occafions: | 


‘of the congrefs of crowned ‘heads, and their interviews. But 


the came; (1.) To. fatisfy her curiofity ; for fhe had heard of — 


his fame, efpecially for wifdom, and fhe came to prove him, 
‘whether he was fo great a:‘man-as he was reported to be, ver. 
1, Solomon’s fleet failed near the coaft of her country, and, 


_ probably, might put in there for freth water ; and that way, or: 


fome other; She heard of the fame of Solemon, that he excelled 
in wifdom all.the children’ of the eaft; and nothing would ferve 
-her, but the would go herfelf, and know-the truth of it. (2.) 
To receive inftruction from him. She came to hear his wif: 
dom, and thereby to improve her own, Matth. xii. 22. that the 
might be the better able to govern her own kingdom by his 
maxims of policy. Thofe;whom God has called to any public 
employment, particularly in the magiftracy and miniftry, fhould, 
Pak means poflible, be {till improving themfelves in that know- 
edge, which will-more and more qualify them for it, and en- 
able them’to difcharge their truft well.—But ‘it. fhould feem, 
that which fle chiefly aimed at, was to be inftruéted in the’ 
things of God: She was  religioufly inclined, and had heard 
not only of the fame.'of Solomon, but concerning the name of 
the Lord, ver. 1. the great name of that God whom Solomon 
avorfhipped,'.and fronr whom he received his wifdom ; and 


“with this God the defired to be better acquainted :: Therefore 
~ doth your Saviour mention her inquiries after’ God by Solomon, | 


as an aggravation of the {tupidity of ‘thofe who inquire not af- 
‘ter God by our Lord Jefus Chnift, though he, having lain in 
his bofom, was much better able to inftru&t them. 
* 2. With what equipage fhe came: With a very great reti- 
“pue, agreeable to her rank, intending to:try Solomon’s wealth 


and generofity, as well as’ his wifdom, : what entertainment he | 
» could and would give to a royal vifitant, ver. 2. Yet fhe came 
_ mot as one begging, but brought enough to bear her charges, 
~ and abundantly to recompenfe Solomon for his refpeéts to her; 


nothing mean or common, but gold and precious {tories, and 


é Spices; becaufe fhe came to trade for wifdom, which fhe would 
gpmichale at any vateer 4 belay. eee, Livy 


“ceyge What. entertainment Solomon gave her. He defpifed | 
~ pot the. weaknefs of her fex, blamed her. not for leaving her 
own bufinefs at home, to,come:fo long a journeys and put her- | 
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felf and him to fo much trouble and expence, merely to fatisfy 
her curiofity ; but bid her. welcome, and ‘all her train; gave 
her liberty to put all her queftions, though fome, perhaps, were 
frivolous, fome captious, and-fome over curious ; yet he al- 
lowed her to commune vith him of all that was in ber heart, 
ver. 2. and: gave her:a fatisfactory anfwer to all her queftions, 
ver..3. whether natural, moral, politic, or divine. Were they 
‘defigned to pofe him? he gave them fuch turns as abundantly 
fatishied her of his uncommon knowledge. - Were they defign- 
ed for her own inf{truction, (as we fuppofe moft of them were)? 
fhe yeceived abundant inftruction from him, and he made things 
furprifingly eafy, which the apprehended infuperably difficult, 
and fatisfied her, that there was a divine fentence in the lips of 
this 4ing. But he informed her, no doubt, with particular.care, 
concerning God, and his law, and inftituted worfhip. He had 
taken it for granted, chap, vii. 42. that frangers would hear 
“of his great name, and would come thither to inquire after him; 
and now fo great a {tranger came, we may be fure he was not 
wanting to aflift and encourage her inquiries, and give her a ra- 
tionale of the temple, .and the offices and fervices.of it, that 
pi might be perfuaded to ferve the Lord, whom now the 
ought. “4 "aR 
. How fhe was affected with what fhe’ faw and heard in 
Solomon’s court: Divers things are here mentioned, which 
fhe admired ; the buildings, and furniture of his palace; thé 
provifion that was.made every day for his table. When fhe 
faw that, perhaps fhe wondered: where were mouths for all that 
meat; but when fhe faw the multitude of his attendants and 
guelts, fhe was as ready to wonder where was the meat for all 
thofe mouths. ‘The orderly fitting of his fervants every one 
in his place, and the ready attendance of his minifters, without 
any confufion, their tich liveries, and the mighty decorum, with 
which his cup-bearers waited at his table ; thefe things fhe ad- 
mired, as adding much to his magnificence. But above all 
thefe, the firft thing mentioned, which contained all thefe, is 
his wifdom, ver. 4. which now fhe -had inconteftable proofs of 
the tranfcendency of. And the laft thing mentioned, which 
crowned all, is his piety, the a/cent by which he went up tothe - 
houfe of the Lord, with what gravity and ferioufnefs, and an o- 
pen air of devotion in his countenance, he appeared, when he 
went to the temple to worfhip God; with as‘much humility 
then, as majefty at other times. Many of the ancient verfions 
read, The. burnt-offerings which he offered in the houfe of the 
Lord: fhe obfetved with what a generous bounty he brought 
his facrifices, and with what a pious fervour he attended the 
offering of them; never did fhe he fo much goodnefs with fo 
much greatnefs. Every thing was fo furprifing, that there was 
no-more fpirit in her; but fhe ftood amazed? fhe had never 
feen the like. are Sy REN ok 
_5. How fhe expreffed herfelf upon this occafion. — 
1/t, She owned her expectation far outdone, though it was 


highly raifed by the report-fhe heard, ver. 6, 7, ‘She is far from 
_repenting her journey, or calling herfelf a. fool for undertaking 


it, but acknowledgeth it was well worth her while to come fo 
far for the fight of that.which fhe could not believe the re- 
port of. Ufually things are reprefented to us.by common fame, 
and by our own imagination, much greater than we find them 
whea we come to examine them; but here’ the truth ontwent 
-both fame and fancy. 'Thofe that through grace are brought 
to experience the delights of communion with God, will ay: 
that the one half was not told:them-of the pleafures of wifdom’s 
ways, and the advantages of her gates.. Glorified faints much - 
more will fay, it was a true report which they heard of the 
-happinefs of heaven, but the thoufandth part was not told them, - 
-. 2dly, She pronounced them happy that conftantly attended 
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preanen lit hip his'hand againt the king: 29 
a priceeh eri cafe ges he’ ‘lift - bis’ ae 
ag 
Fons #3 ‘ S grou 
pair tre ti, ‘teaches of 
8 And the;man: Jeroboam casa mightyc 
Sar: of valourt and! Solomon “feeing the young” 
as he was ind ut sented itade him ‘toler: 


all'the chaige of the bouts of Joleph... 29. 
af CARS. cae ime. enteral 
weitioutiof Jerufalem; entiacnoctenr ty Ahijah 


alos eyssano. Sfi2.03 col a ans ad blvow. yor 3 


Wor ad D) a; loi P| 


f 
frond ath 


ew earelels ° F public « affairs, \ was off his. ward him- 
te earn : 


rat vexation i 


+ Soloit anu built Milo, “ard.re-, 
rat aie gave D a OLS 18: 
ee of Dayidi his, fai} 


NG 8. uae 


the Shilonite found hin in the way: and he 
had’clad: himelk With a hew garment; and they 
two were,alone.in ‘the field. 39 And Ahijah 
caught theinew garment that wason him, and 
rent #7 twelve pieces. 3 TAnd he faid to Je- 
robdam: ‘Take theé' ten’ pieces; for this faith the 
Tarp, the ‘God of Ifrael, Behold, I will rend. the 
kingdom oat of the hand.of ‘Solomon, cand will: 
Sbve ten tribes to thee! 1:3%(But he thal have 
One tribes" for my fey ant ‘David's fake, and for 
Jerufalem’ S, fake, the’ city which, have chofen 
out of all the, tribes, of. Ifrael)... »33 Becaule that 
they have.forlaken\ me; and-haye »worlhipped 
Afhtoreth: the goddefsof the Fidonians, Che. 
tiofh' the god" dF Chie? Moabites,’ ‘and Mitcom the 


| god. OF ne, “children, of Ammon,, and have not 


walked:inumy ways, to dorbarebiebi is ight in. 


 mine-eyésyand zaskeepmy: flatutes aad my judg-. 
-ments, as'did David his: father." 
will “fot tke the whole’ 
hand: 2 butt williimake him prncéall.the. days 
ofshis life, for David: my dervant’s: fake, | bwhom I 


34 Howbeit, T 
‘Kingda otit of his 


chofe,becaufe he keptomy eomiinarldiments and. 
thy “fates? 39 Bit wil ‘take the: Kingdon 


| ott of his fori’s S. ‘aand and will 2 give it. unto ‘thee, 
even, ten, tribes, 26. And unto, his fomavill I give 


one tribe, that, David-neyfervaat ray have a 
light alway before me, in. Jerulalem,, the city 
which I ra cholen. me to.put my name there.. 
37 And Iwill. take thee, ~and thou, fhaly reign. 
according to.all that thy. oul defireth, and {halt 
be kin; g over Hiael. 38. Andi it dha be, if thou. 
wilt hearken 1 unto all that, I command thee, and. 
wilt walk j in. my ways, ‘and do, that in) right j y 
we fight, to keep, my. fhitutes; and my,command— 
ents, as s ‘David my, fervant | Ss that 1 will be: 
with thee, and build thee a. fare houfe; a as.1 sire 
for Dayid, ‘and. will give Lfael, junto. thee. 9: 
And: Tw ‘ill for this afflict the ‘feed. 0 dof David, -. 

| ndt-for ever. Ae ' So omon fought t. therefore to. 
| | kil JeroBoam! and. fexoboam + argie, ‘and ; fled in-. 
to Egypt unto. Shifhak, king of Egypt, and was 

. in Reypt ‘until the | death: of “Solomon, a 


We thare: hese the finkt: mention. of that infameus name Jerio.. 
| boama -the fan of| Nebut, that made Lrael to fin. He is: bet, 
_ brought mp won, aie fa ‘ an. adverlary to { aloman, whom, God: 
had exp ielaly idld! ver. 11. that he would give the  greateft part: 
of bis es Loni Ketnatess and jeraboan Was the’ man. We 
haye(here-anaccoumty eorinciis L eedw. ic 
a+, Of k his extraGion, vere, a ee Wwassof the bbe a E- 
-phraim, the next in honour. to. 4yhis,, mother was a wi- 


HOG 


dow, to Whom Providence m ap the Bh of a haben ina. 
| caecnetlae falas abthd ‘aiid ingen i ning mh alitey appole ea a great 
| | fappont-and fcombute to dver,. Dadi..bis .<tanIs 


23 Of his elevation. Ht was: Salbmosis: wifdon; Let: he 
had work. to-do, toemploy proper perfons init!) Ide oblerved: 


Jeroboarm 


a 


~men, 


-it would have balked his preferment : 
_ ted that he had it in his thoughts ; for the prophet tells him, 


= ey 27. 


496 I, 


Jeroboam té be a very induftrious young man, one that minded 
-his bufinefs, took a pleafure in it, and did it with all his might ; 
and therefore be gradually advanced him, till at length he 


‘made him receiver-general for the two tribes of Ephraim: and 


-Manaffeh, or, perhaps, put him into an office equivalent to 
that of lord-lieutenant of thofe two counties ;/ for he was ruler 
.of the burden or tribute, 7. ¢. either of the taxes, or of the 
militia, of the houfe of Jofeph. Note, Induftry is the way to 
preferment: Seeft thou a man diligent in his bufinefs, that 
will take care and pains, and go through with it? he fhall 
{tand before kings, and not always be on the level with ‘mean 
Obferve a difference between David, and both his pre- 
deceffor and his fucceffor. When Saul faw a vailant man, 
a took him to himfelf, x Sam. xiv. §2.; when Solomon faw 

2n induftrious man, he preferred him; but David’s eyes were 


-upon the faithful in the land, that they might dwell with him. 


TE he faw a godly man, he pecienid him; for he was a man 


.after God’s heart, whofe countenance bobaddi the upright, 


3. Of his defignation to the government of the ten‘ tribes 
after the death of Solomon. Some think, he was himfelf plot- 
ting again{t Solomon, and contriving to rife to the throne, that 
-he was turbulent and afpiring. The Jews fay, that when he 
‘was employed by Solomon in building Millo, he took oppor- 
tunities of refleGing upon Solomon as oppreflive to his people, 
and fuggefting that which’ would dlienate them from his go- 
vernment. It is not indeed probable he fhould fay much to 
that purpofe ; for Solomon would have got notice of it, and 
but it is plainly intima- 


ver. 37. Thou fhalt reign according to all that thy foul defreth. 
‘But this was the caufe, or rather, this was the ftory of his 


‘lifting up of his hand againft the king, he made him ruler o- 


mer the tribes of Jofeph : and as he was going to take poffef- 
fion of his government, he was told by a prophet in God’s 
name, that he fhould be king, which emboldened him to aim 


high, and in fome inftances to oppofe the king, and give him 
-fome vexation. 


rf, The prophet, by whom this meffage was fent, was Ahijah 


Of Shiloh ; we fhall read of him again, chap. xiv. 2. It feems 
, Shiloh was not fo perfeétly forfaken and forgotten of God, but 


that, inremembrance of the former days, it was bleffed with a 


“prophet. He delivered himfelf to. Jeroboam i in the way, his fer- 


vants being probably ordered to retire, as in a like cafe, 1 Sam. 
when Samuel delivered his meflage to Saul. ~ 
word was never the lefs facred and fure for being delivered to 


him thys obfcurely, under a hedge, it may be. 


2dly, The fign by which it was reprefented to him, was 


“the tending of a garment into twelve pieces, and giving him 
‘ten, ver. ‘go. 
-roboam’s, 28 it is commonly taken for granted, or Ahijah’s, 
“which is more probable: A, (i, ¢..the prophet) had clad him- 


Tt is not certain whether the garment was Je- 


Self with a new garment, on purpofe that he might with it give 
him a fign. “The rending of the kingdom from Saul, was fig- 
nified by the rending of Samuel’s mantle, not Saul’s, 1 Sam. 


xv. 27,,28.; and it.is more fignificant to give him ten pieces 
of that which was net his own before, than cf that which was, 
- The prophets, both trué and falfe,.ufed fuch figns, even | in the 
- New 'Teftament, as. Agabus, Aéts xxi. 11. A 


3dly, The meflage itfelf, whieh is very particular. : 


(1.) He. affures him, that he fhould be king over ten of | 
the Suche tribes of Ifrael, ver. 31. 

_traétion and employment ‘fhould be no hindrance to his ad- 
_vancement, when. the God.of Tfrael faith, (by heii sings 


The meannels. of his ex- 


reign,) J will give-ten tribes unto thee. 


_ 2: He tells him the reafon ; nov for -his good. Liuahaer or 
pinta but for the chaftifing of. Solomon's. apoftacy,. becaufe . 


Kgl Nea 8) 


but Ifrael deferved fo bad a prince. 


the aes of David, and he muft never make any attempt wp 
36. 


_ ty, Pfal. cxxxu. 17. and his family; as a royal family,. mig 


‘ good behaviour : 


! build thee a fure houfe, and not otherwife, ver. 38.5. 


God’s | 


ftaid in his own Seah and been! preparing there 


ing fure of a ‘kingdom at laft. And fhall. bias Be : 


and alk: ay Be did, an ‘hiss Sldon pert 
‘not written in the book of the acts of con . 
42 And the time that Solomon. reign ed). =~ 
vafalem, over.all. frael,, we. 


spisinedias feer with his fathers, 


“hap: x 


he and his family, and many of his people: have yay me, 
and worfbipped other gods, ver. 335 it was becaufe they shad 
done ill, not becaufe he’ was likely to do much, better. “Thus 
Ifrael nuit know it-is not for their righteoufnefs that, they, are 
made nrafterg of Canaan, but for the wickednefs of the Canaan- 
ites,, Deut ix. 4. Jeroboam. did not deferve fo gooda pott, 
In telling. him, that, the 
reafon why he rent the kingdom Gaull the. houfe of Solomon, ~ 
was, becaufe they had forfaken God, he waris him to ad 
heed. of finning away his prefermenr in like manner. — , 

.3- He limits his expedtations to the ten tribes only, da 


to them in reverlion after the death of Solomon ; left, he 


fhould aim at the whole, and give | immediate difturbance. to 
Solomon’s government. He is here told, [1.] That two. 
tribes (called here one tribe, becaufe little Benjamin was in a 
manner Joft in the thoufands of Judah) fhould remain fare to 


them: He fhal/ ee one tribe, ver. 32.3 and. again v 
That David may have a lamp, i. e. a fining name and 


Mo: 
ght 
not be extin@. He muft not think that David was rejected, — 
as Saul was; no, God would not take his Joving-kindnefs from 
him, as he did from Saul. The houfe of David muft be fup- x 


ported and kept in reputation for all. this, becaufe ont of it the 


Meffiah mutt arife,. Deftroy it not, for that blefling i is in it. “ 
[2.] That Solomon muft: keep poffeffion during his, ife,. ver. 
34» 35+ Joroboam therefore mult not offer to dethrone him, 
but wait with patience till his day fhall come to fall. Solo- 


/ mon fhall be prince all the days of his life, not for his own © 


fake, he had forfeited his crown to the juftice of God ; but 
for David my fervant’s fake, becaufe he kept my lotmmiudojeass, 
Children that do not tread in their parents fteps, yet oft. fare 
the better in this world for their good parents piety. : 

(4.) He is given to underftand, that he will b 
the grant of the crown. mutt tun guamdin fe 
If thou wilt do qwhat is right in my fel will 


bene gefferit : 


that if he forfook God, . even his. advancement. to. the, thro 
would in time lay his Cimnlty i in the duft; whereas t he feed of 
David, though affi@ted, fhould not be afflided- fo ap wer. 

39. bie fhould flourith again, as it did ip many. “of the i : thal 


ous kings of Judah, who reigned in glory, when Jer oam’s 


family was, extirpated. 

4. Jeroboam’s flight into Egypt hevetpin ver. 40s ‘Some 
way or other Solomon came ‘to know of all this : : prob bly, 
from Jeroboam’s own talk of it 5 he could not conceal it, as 
Saul did, nor keep his own counfel ; if he had, he sight are 


thre advancement 5 but letting it be - bers 
foolifaly fought to kill his fucceffor.~ : 
thers; that whatever devices are in) mens” "heart un 
of the Lord, that fhall fland : ? And yet doth he himfe Ae hin! 


to defeat that counfel? (2.) Jeroboam prudently ev In- 


to Egypt; though God’s promife would have fee epi any 
where, yet he would ufe means for his. own prefervation, and 
was well content to live in exile and obfeurity for a while, be- 


have a better kingdom i in refe ve i 


s forty years..42And 
nd:was buried _ 


is cae i. My coat es 


NE og \ 


a te ee 


Chap. XI. | ieee 
eam his-fon reigned im his:fteadse 4 - 


PL a HR pomiwamin. vows ool jen = gank Sie batt 
- We have here the conclufion of Solomon’s ftory ; and in it, 


f > 


Hee) Reference is had to another hiftory then extant, but (not. 
: being divinely infpired) fince loft, the book of the aéts of Solo- 


mon, vet. 41. Probably, this book ‘was writ by a chronologer 
“or hiftoriographer, whom he employed to write his annals, out 
“Of which the facred writer extracted what God faw fit to 

tranfmit to the chutch, _(2.) A fummary of the years of his 
‘Teign, ver. 42. He reigned in Ferufalem, (not as his father, 
‘par of his time in Hebron, and part in Jerufalem), over al/ 
“Tfrael, (not as his fon, and his fathér in the beginning of ‘his 
time, "over Judah only’ » forty years. His reign was as Tong 


: a8 his father’s, but not us life.” Sin fhortened his days.  (3.) 
~His''death” and burial, and {ucceffor, ver. 43..-[1.] He fol-. 


“Towed ‘his fathers to the'grave ; flept with them,, and’ was bu- 
tied in David’s burying: placé, “with honour, no doubt, [2.] 
His fon followed him in the throne. ~ Thus ‘the graves are in 
‘filling «with thé“ generations that go off, and houfes are in filling 
“with thofe'that are growing up.” As the grave ‘cries, Give, 

Wai WG Mey 


ever loft for want of an heir. * 
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declined, ahd beyan to fin 


t 


Sor the vedrels% 


gabe; By ‘i 7 
‘ > 
Ro ny Ihe 
eherenpo 
M26" TV Reboboams atrenipe 
\prepibition God wade to thas aitempt, ver. '21,—24, ."'V. 
10 ap BGA AMY He) a 


a ad ae bus ad Judab become weak, being de- 
WAP Brethren’: bal 


C 


ONE. ° 


u&eN D,Rehobeam«wenti to: Shechem:: for jall 
PR dfrael ‘Went to Shechetn\to’ make him 
ae ayer a, neat 4 Fe Rrosut Jeroboam 

_ the fon'of Nebat, who. was yet, in'Egypt, heard 
ua yu neariet At atace of king 
Solomon,’ and! Jeroboam dwelt: in Egypt). 3 
That they'fent'and called him: ‘and Jeroboam, 
and all ‘the corigregation of Ifrael came, and 


fpake unto Rehoboam, faying, 4 Thy father 
made.our yoke. grievous ;, now, therefore. make 
thou ‘the grievous: fervice ‘ofthy father, and 
his"heavy yoke’ which‘he put upori ‘us, lighter, 
and we will ferve thee. "5 And he faid unto 
them, Depart yet forithree days; then come a- 


gain’to me,’ “And the people departed. 6 


‘Andking Rehoboam<confulted with the old 


men that ftood' before’ Sclomon:his father, while | 
he'yet livedj:and'faidsHow'do you'advife, that! |) 


Pmay anfwer this people? 7 And ‘they f pake 
as VGLeH, 


ai, >= 


RY oN'E Ss. 


Fg “ 
| it bed | - Nant . CEC inal TL : . , 
An the city,of David his father: and.-Rehobo- | 


: Pet ern ert ee 
e glory ¢ ingda a of I, rhapteet in its height and per- 
‘Yetion tn Silomon'? PW, (ong its ‘Coming to it, but it-Joon 
Ba) and wither in’ the very next 
= Feign } ak we! fud in’ thil chapter, where we have the king- 
' dom divided, ‘and thereby ‘weakened, and made ‘hitle in 
“comparifon with ‘wy Bat Yi had been. “Here is, T. Rebobo- | 
“ain? abcefiont0 the thi ones and Feraboam’s return out of | 
Eg yph} ver! PTL. The People’s perition to Reboboam 
iB tee a and the rough anfwer be | 
lice Of brs DuMip “counfellors, to that ‘peti- | 
15, TIE “The revolt of the ten tribes 
» and their Jetting’ up’ of “Yercboam, ver) 16,— 
to “reduce them, and the 


igi ‘bis government upon idolatry, — 
b 


: PEt ETO UlstlL Fl : | 
Bip w eWialg ct LA tte ed deferting the houfe 
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unto him, faying, If thou wilt be a-fervant. un- 
to this people this day, and wilt ferve them, and 
anfwer them, and fpeak good words to them, 
then they will be thy fervants for ever, 8 But 
he.forfook-the counfel of the old. men, which 
they had given him, and confulted* with the 


“young men that’were grown up with him, and 
which ftood"before him : 


g And he fe‘d unto 
them, What counfel give ye, that We may an- 
{wer.this people, who have {poken to me, fay- 
ing; Make the-yoke which thy father. did put 
upon us lighter? to And the young men that 
Were grownup with him, fpake‘unto him, fay- 
ing, .Chus.dhalt. thou, {peak »dinto. this. people 
that {pake*unto.thee,, faying,. Thy father made 
our yoke heavy, but make’ thou 7 lighter unto 
us; thus fhalt thou fay“iimto them, My “little 


nal 


Jinger {hall be, thicker than my father’s loins. 


11.And now whereas, my.-father, did lade you 
with a heavy yoke, I swall add: to’ your yoke : _ 
my father hath chaftifed yow'with’ whips, but I 


will chaftife you with f{corpion’. “12 “f So Je- 


roboam.and all the, people, came to. Rehoboam _ 


the,third day,.as.the king..had. appointed, . fay- 


ing, Come tome again the thitd:day...-13.And 
the king anfwered'the people roughly, and for- 
fook the old ‘mens. cbuiifel that’ they gave “him}: 
14 And Ipake to..them after‘the counfel of the 
young men, faying; My father:made your yoke 
heavy, and I will add to your yoke; my fa- 
ther alo chaftifed you with whips, but’ 1 will 
' * x ete as Tho’ Ut LAY Bye HOt 1¢9 
chaftife, you. with feorpions. \_15 "Wherefore 
the king hearkened not unto, the people, for 
the caufe was from the Lorp, that he might 
perform his faying, which the Lorp" {pake’ by 
Ahijah the Shilonite, ‘unto Jeroboam ‘the fon of 
Nebat.  - Fy = Nie Nanas: 
Solomon had a thoufand wives and concubines, yet we read 
but of one fon’ he’ had to’bear up his name, and he a fool, It 
is faidy’ Hof. iv 10. They/ball' commit whoredom, and ball not 
increafe:- Sin'is'an ill way Of building up'a family. +'Reho- 
boam' was the fon of thé’'wifelt of men, ‘yet did ndt inherit ‘his 
father’s' wifdom, and then it ftood him in’little ftead to inherit 
his father’s throne. Neither wifdom nor grace run in a blood. 
Solomon came to’the crown very‘Young, yet he was then a wife 
man’: Rehoboam, at-fortyyeats old)when! mén will be wife? 
if ever they will, yet*hé was’ thetfeolith/?"Wifdom! ‘doth'not' 


“Sf 


| go by age, nor is it the multitude of years, nor the’ advantages 


of education that tea¢lies iti *Solomen’s‘ cotirt was! aimart of 
wifdom, and the rendézvous of learned''men; ‘and Rehoboam 
the darlirig ‘of the court} and’ yet! all was "not filfficient to make . 
him a wife man: The race is not' to the fevifi, nor the battle to 
the firong. No difpute “is ‘made of Riehoboam’s fiiéceffion + 


‘upon thé death of his’ father’ he Was*immediately proclaimed. ~ 


But, itor, 
1. The'people defire a treaty with’himat Shechem, andhe 
condefcends to'meet themthere, ~( 1.) Their. pretence was, . 


3R to 


~ politic thing he could do, and haftens the rupture. 
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to make him king, but the defign was to unmake him, They 
would'give him a public inauguration, in another place than 
the city of David, that he might not feem to be king of Judah 
only: they bave ten parts in him, and. will have him among 
themfclves for once, that, they might recognife his title? (2.) 
‘The place was ominous; at Shechem, where. Abimelech fet 
up himielf, Judg. ix: yet had been famous for the convention 
of the {tates there, Jofh. xxiv. 1. We may fuppofe Rehobo- 
am knew of the threatening that the kingdom fhould be rent 
from him, and hoped by going to Shechem, and treating there 
with the ten tribes, to prevent it: yet it preves the moit im- 


a 
2. The reprefentatives of the tribes addrefs to him to be 


eafed of the taxes they were burdened with. The meeting 
being appointed, they fent for Jeroboam out of Egypt to come 
and be their {peaker; which they needed not to have done ; 
hesknew what God had defigned him for, and would. have 
come though he had not been fent for; for now was his time 
_ to expect the poffefiion of the promifed crown.—In their ad- 
drefs, (1.) They complain of the laft reion: Thy father made 
our yoke grievous, ver. 4. “Chey complain not of his. father’s 
idolatry, and revolt from God; that which was the greateft 
grievance of all, was none to them; fo carelefs and indifferent 
were they in the matters of religion, as if God or Molech 
were all one, fo they might but live at eafe, and pay no taxes. 
—Yet the complaint was groundlefs and unjuit: never did 
people live more at eafe than they did, or in greater plenty, 
Did they pay taxes? it was to advance the f{trength and mag- 
nificence of their kingdom, If Solamon’s buildings coft them | 
“money, they colt them no blood, as war would do. Were 
‘many fervile hands employed about them? They were not the 
hands of the Tfraelites. Were the taxes a burden? How could 
that be, when Solomon impotted bullion in fach plently, that 
filver was in a manner as.common as;the {tones? fo that they 
did but render to Solomon the things that were; Solomon’s, 
Nay, fuppofe there was fome hardfhip put upon them, were 
they not told before, that this would be the manner of the 
king, and yet they would have one? The beft government can- 
not feeure itfelf from reproach and cenfure, no not Solomon’s. | 
FaGious {pirits willmever want fomething to complain of. I a 
know, nothing in Solomon’s adminiftration that. could make ; 
the people’s yoke grievous, unlefs, perhaps, the women, which 
in his latter-days he doted on, were connived at in opprefling | 
them. (2.) They demand relief from him; and.on that con- 
dition will continue in their allegiance to the houfe of David: 
they aflked not tobe wholly free from. paying taxes, but to 
have the: burdenmade¢ lighter ; that was all their care, to fave 
their money, whether their religion was fupported, and the go- 
vernment protected or no. All feek their owm 3 
* 13. Rehoboamiconfulted with thofe about him what anfwer 
be fhould give this addrefs. It was prudent to take advice, e- 
fpecially, having fo weak a-head of his own ; yet, upon this 
occafion, it was impolitic to take time himfclf to confider, for 
thereby he gave time to the difaffedted people to ripen things 
‘fer a> revolt; and his deliberating in fo plain a cafe would be 
improved as an indication of the little concern he had for the 
people’s cafe: they faw what they muft expect, and prepared 
accordingly. Now, i . 

1, The prave experienced men of his council, advifed him 
by. all means to give the petitioners a kind anfwer, to fpeak 
them fair, and promife them fair, and this day, this critical day, > 
to ferve them ; z@. e. tell them, that he was their humble fer- 
vant, and that he would redrefs all their prievances, and make 
it his bufinefs to pleafe them, and make them eafy., Depy 
thyfelf (fay they ) fo far as to do this, for chis once, and they 
wil be thy frvante for ever. -When she prefent heat is allay- 


bee y 6 Sica 


| young men, ver. 14, 15. 


| Many ruin themfelves, by 


Chap. XII, 


ed with a foft anfwer, and the affembly difmiffed, their cooler 


thoughts would reconcile and fix them to Solomon’s family — 


ftill. Note, The way to rule, is to ferve; to do good, and 
{toop to do it ; to become all things to all men, and fo win 


_their hearts ; thofe in any power really fit higheit, and eafielt, 
| and fafeft, that do fo. 3 y, ; 


2d/y, The young men of his council were hot and haughty, 
and they advifed him to return a fevere and threatening an- 
{wer to the people’s demands, It was an inflance of Reho- 
boam’s weaknefs, (1.) ‘Chat he did not affect aged counfellors, 
but had a better opinion of the young men that had grown up 
with him, and with whom he was familiar, ver. 8. Days 
fhould fpeak. It was a folly for him to think, that becaufe 
they had been his agreeable campanions in the fports and plea- 
fures of his youth, they were therefore fit to have the manage» 
ment of the affairs of his kingdom. Great wits have not al- 
ways the moft wifdom; nor are thofe to be relied on as our 
beft friends that knew how to make us merry, for that will not 
make us happy. It is of great confequence to young people 
that are fetting out in the world, whom they aflociate with, 


accommodate themfelves to, and depend upon for advice. If 


they reckon thofe that feed their pride, gratify their vanity, 
and further them in their pleafures, their beft friends, they are 
already marked for ruin, (3.}) That he did not affect mode- 
rate counfels ; but was pleafed with thofe that put him upon 
harfh and rigorous methods, and advifed him to double the 
taxes, whether there was occafion fer it’ or no; and to tell 
then in plain terms, that he would do fo, ver. 10, 11. They 
thought the old men expreficd themfelves but dully, ver..7- 
they affect to be witty in their advice, and value themfelves by 
that. 
heboam’s mouth, only counfelled him to fpeak good words : 
but the young men will furnifh him with very quaint and -pret- 
ty phrafes, and pat fimilitudes: Ay hittle finger thall be thicker 
than my father’s loins, &c. That is not always the belt fenfe, 
that is befk worded. : RS SEL SEA 

4. He anfwered the people according to the counfel of the 


perious, and fancied he could carry all before him with a high 
hand, and therefore would rather run the rifk of lofing them, 
tlian deny himfelf fo far as to give them good words. Note, 
confulting their humour more than 
their intereft. Ba, 


Sees 1//, How Rehoboam was infatuated in his counfels, 


He could not have aéted more foolifhly and impoiiticly. (1.) 
He owned their reflections upon his father’s government to be 
true, My father made jour yoke heawy; and therein was unjuft 
to his father’s memory, which he. might eafily have vindicated 
from the imputation, (2.) He fancied himfelf better: able to 
manage them, and impofe upon them, than his father was; not 
confidering that he was vaitly inferior to him in conduét. 
Could he think to fupport the blemithes of his father’s reign, 


~ who could never pretend to come near the glories of it? 3.) 


He threatened not only to {queeze them by taxes, but to cha 
tife them by cruel laws, and fevere executions of them; which 
fhould not be as whips only, but as {corpions, whips with row- 
els in them, that will fetch blood at. every lath. In fhort, he 
would ufe them as brute beafts, load them, and beat them at 


The old men did not undertake to put words into Re- | 


He atte ted to be haughty and im-- 


~ 


his pleafure ; not caring whether they loved him er no, he, - 


would make them fear him. (4.) He gave this provocation 


toa people that by long eafe and profperity were made weal- 


thy, and ftrong, and proud, and woud not be trampled upon, | 
as a poor cowed difpirived people may; that were now difpofed 
to revolt, and had one ready to head them. Swre never was. 


than which nothing is more fatal. 


man fo blinded by pride ~and afieCation of arbiuary ‘powers, 
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the tribe of Judah only. 


ve 

_ 2dly, How God's counfels were hereby fulfilled. “It was 
Srom the Lord, ver. 15. He left Rehoboam to his own folly, 
and hid from his eyes the things which belonged to his peace, that 
the kingdom might be rent from him.. Note, God ferves his 
own wife and righteous purpofes, by the imprudences and ini- 
quities of men, and fhares finners in the work of their own 
hands. They that lofe the kindgdom of heaven, throw it a- 


_ Way, as Rehoboam did his, by their own wilfulnefs and folly. 


16 § So when all Hrael faw that the king 
hearkened not unto them, the people anfwered 
the king, faying, What portion have we in Da- 


vid? neither bave we inheritance in the fon of 


Jeffe: to your tents, O Ifizel: now fee to thine 
own houfe, David. -Sa Mfrae! departed into 
their tents. 17 But as for the children of Ifrael 
Which dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam 
reigned over them. 18 Then king Rehoboam 
fent Adoram, who was over the tribute; and 
all Hrael ftoned him with ftones, that he died: 


‘therefore king Rehoboam made fpeed to get 


him up to his chariot, to flee to Jerufalem. 19 
So Hrael rebelled again{ft the houle of David 
unto this day. 20 And it came to pafs when 


- all Ifrael heard that Jeroboam was come again, 
that they fent and called him unto the congre- 


gation, and made him king over all Ifrael: there 
“was none that followed the houfe of David, but 
2t FY And when Re- 
hoboam was come to Jérufalem, he affembled 
all the houfe of Judah, with the tribe of Benja- 
min, an hundred and fourfcore thoufand chofen 
men, which were warriors, to fight againft the 


~ houfe of Ifrael, to bring the kingdom again to 


Rehoboam the fon of Solomon. 22 But the 
word of God came unto Shemaiah, the man of 
God, faying, 23 Speak unto Rehoboam the 
fon’of Solomon king of Judah, and unto all the 
houfe of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rem- 
nant of the people, faying, 24 Thus faith the 
Loro, Ye fhall not go up, nor fight againtt your 
brethren the children of Hrael.: return every 
man to his houfe,; for this thing is from me. 
They hearkened therefore to the. word. of the 
Lorop, and returned to depart, according to the 
word of the Lorp. 

“We have here the renditg of the kingdom of the ten tribes 


~ from thé houfe of David. 'Toreffe@ which, 


1, ‘Fhe people were bold and refolute in the'r revolt. They 


“highly refented the provocation that Rehoboam had given 
thei, were incenfed at his menaces, concluded that govern- 
_ tient would, in the progrefs of it, be into!erably grievous, 


which in the beginning of it was fo very haughty ; and there- 
‘fore immediately came to this refolvé, one and all, What por- 
tion have we in David? ver. 16. They fpeak here very un- 
Bécomipely of David, that great benefactor of their nation, 


Gilling hin’ the fon of Feffe, no greater a man than his neigh- 


Bours. How foon are good men, and their good fervices to 


\ 
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the public, forgotten ! The raflinefs of thelr refohution was alfs 
mach to be blamed. In time, and with prudent management, 
they might have fettled the original contra& with Rehoboam 
to mutual fatisfagtion. Had they inquired who gave Reho- 
boam this advice, and taken a courfe to remove thofe evil coun- 
fellors from about.him, the rupture might have been prevented ; 
otherwife their jealoufy for their liberty and property well be- 
came that free people. T/rael is not a fervant, is not a home 
born flave, why fbould he be fpoiled ? Jer. ii. 1.4. ‘hey aré 
willing to be ruled, but not to be ridden. Prote@ion draws 
allegiance, but deftruction cannot.’ No marvel Lfrael falls a- 


way from the houfe of David, ver. 19. if the houfe of Da- * 


vid falls away from the great ends. of their advancement; 
which was to be miniflers of God to them for good. But thus 
to rebel againft the feed of David, whom God had advanced 
to the kingdom, and entailed it on his feed, and to fet up -ano- 
ther king in oppofition fo that family, was a gteat fin. . See 
2 Chron. xii. 5,48. To this God refers, Hof. vii. 4. They 
have fet up kings, but not by me. And it is here mentioned 
to the praife of the tribe of Judah, that they followed the 
houfe of David, ver. 17, 20. and; for ought appeats,, they 
found Rehoboam better than his word; nor did he rule with 
the rigour which at firft he threatened. : 

2+ Rehoboam was imprudent in the further management of 
this affair, and more ‘ahd more infatuated. Having foolithly 
thrown himfelf into a quickfand, he funk the further in the 


plunging to get out. (1.) He was very unadvifed in fending . 


Adoram, who was over the tribute, to treat with them, ver. 


18. ‘The tribute was the thing, and for the fake of that, A-- 
doram was the perfon they moft complained of. The very \: 


fight of him, whofe name was odious among them,’ exafperated » 
them, and made them outragequs. He was one;whom they 
could not fo much as give a patient hearing to, but flowed him 
to death in a popular tumult. Rehoboam was now as unhappy 
in the choice of his ambaffador, as before of his counfellors. 
(2+) Some think he was alfo unadvifed in quitting his ground, 


‘and making fo much hafte to Jerufalem; for thereby he de- 


ferted his friends, and gave advantage to his enernies, who 
went to their tents indeed, ver. 16. in difguft, but did not offer 
to make’ Jeroboam king, till Rehoboam was gone, ver. 20. 
See how foon this foolifh prince went from one extreme to the 
other. He hedtored and talked big when he thought all was 
his own, but f{neaked and looked very mean when he faw him- | 
felf in fome danger. It is common for thofe that ate molt 
haughty in their profperity, to be moft abject in adverfity. 

3. God forbade his attempt to recover what he had loft by 
the fword. What was done was of God, who would not fuf- 
fer, (1.) ‘That it fhould be undone again, as it would be if Re- 
hoboam got the better, and reduced the ten’tribes ¢ nor, (2.) 
That more fhould be done to the prejudice of thé houfe of 
David, as would be if Jeroboam fhould get the better, and 
conquer the two tribes. The thing muft reft as it is, and there+ 
fore God forbids the battle. : sive 

if, It was brave enough in Rehoboam to defign the redus 
cing of the revolters by force. His courage came to hiny when 
he was come to Jerufalem, ver. 21. There he thought him- 
felf aniong his faft friends, ‘who generoufly adhered to him, 
appeared for him. Judah and Benjamin (who feared the Lord 
and the king, and meddled’net with them that were given to 
change) prefently raifed an army of an hundred and eighty — 
thoufand men, for the recovery of their king’s right to the ten 
tribes, and were refolved to ftand by’ him (as we fay) with 
their lives and fortunes; having’ either not fuch a caufe, or ra- 
ther nox fuch a difpofitiony to complain asthe reft had. : 

2dly, It was more brave in Rehoboam to defilt, when God. ' 
by @ prophet ordered him to'lay down his arms. He’ would 
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not lofe a kingdom tamely, for then he had been unworthy the 
title of a prince: and yet he would not contend for it in oppo- 
fition to God, for then he had been unworthy the title of an 
Ifraclite. To proceed in this war would be not only to fight 
againf? their brethren, ver. 24. whom. they ought to love, but 
to fight again{t their God, whom they ought to fubmit to: 
This thing is from me. Thefe two confiderations {heuld re- 
concile us to our loffes and troubles, that God is the author of 
them, and our brethren are the inftruments of them: let us 
not therefore meditate revenge.—Rehoboam and his people 
hearkened to the word of the Lord, difbandedthe army, and 
acquiefced.. Though, in human probability, they had a fair 
profpect of fuccefs; for their army was_numerous and refolute, 
Jeroboam’s party weak and unfettled; though it would turn 
to their reproach among their neighbours, to lofe fo much of 
their. ftrength, and never have one pufh for it; to make a flou- 
rifh, and do. nothing: yet, (1.) They. regarded the command 
of God, though fent by a poor prophet. When.we know God’s 
mind, we mu(t fubmit to it, how much. foever it crofleth our 
own mind. (2.) They confulted their own intereft; conclu- 
ding, that though they had all advantages, even that of right, 
on their fide, yet they could not profper,-if they fought in dif- 
obedience to God ;, and it was better to fit ftill than. rife up 
-andfall, In the, next reign God allowed them to fight, and 
- gave them victory, 2 Chron. xiii. but not now. 


25 9 Then Jeroboam built Shechem.. in 
mount Ephraim, and dwelt therein;>and went 
out from thence, and built Penuel." 26° And 
Jeroboam {aid in his heart, Now fhall the king- 
dom return to the houfe of David: 27 If this 
people. go up to do facrifice in. the houfe of 
the Lorp at:Jerufalem, then fhall the heart ‘of 
this peuple turn again unto their lord, even un- 

_to Rehoboam king of Judah, and they fhall kill 
me,and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah. 
28 Whereupon the king took counfel, and made 
two calves of gold, and, faid: untothem,[t\is 
too muchfor-you to\go ‘up* to Jerufalem: be- 
holdthy gods, O' Hrael, which brought thee up 
out of the land of Egypt.” 29 And he fet ‘the 
one in Beth-el, and-.the other, put he in: Dan. 
30 And thisthing,became a fin: forsthe people 
went to\qworfbip before the one, even untoDan. 
34 And he madeé\ainhoufe of high places, and 
made priefts of the loweft of the people, which 
were'not, of ‘the. fons of Levi. 32 And Jero- 
boam ordained: a feait in the eighth month, on. 
the fifteenth day of the month, like unto the 
feaft that zr in Judah, and he offered upon the © 
altar, (fo did he in Beth-el), facrificing unto the 
ealves that he had made:> and. he placed: in 
Beth-el, the priefts of the high places-which he 
had made. 33.So he offered upon the altar 
which he had made-.in. Beth-el, the fifteenth 
day. of the eighth. tonth,, even in the month, 
which he had devifed of his own heart: and. 

_ ordained a feaft unto the ‘children of Iftael, and 

~he offered upon the altar, and burnt incenfe.. 
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ina cloud of glory. 
' Lord attended, there all Ifrael were to keep the feafts, and: 
_ thither they were to bring their facrifices. a 


Chap. XIf * 
. “4 i 
We have here the beginning of the reign of Jeroboam. 
He built Shechem firft, and then Penuel ; beautified’ and for- 
tified them, and probably had a palace in each of them for 
himfelf, ver. 25. the former in Ephraim, the latter in Gad, on 
the other fide Jordan. ‘This was well enough ; but hé form- 
ed arother projeat for the eftablifhing of his kindom, which: — 
was fatal to the intereft of religion in it. 
1. That which he defigned, was,. by fome effectual means, - 
to feeure thofe to himfelf, who had now chofen him their king, 
and prevent their return to the houfe of David, ver. 26, 
27. It feems,.(1.) He was jealous of the people, afraid that 
fome time or other they would kill him, and go again to Re- 
hoboam. _ Many that have been advanced in one tumult, have 
been kicked off in another. - Jeroboam could not put any con- 
fidence in-the affections of his people, though now they feem- 
ed extreme fond of him :, for what is got by wrong. and ufur-. 


. pation, cannot be enjoyed or kept with any fecurity. or fatisfac- 


tion. (2.) He was diftruftfal of the promife of God.; could: 
not take his word, that if he would keep clofe to his duty,. 
God would build hima fure houfe, chap. xi. 38. but he would 
contrive ways and means, and finful ones too, for his own _ 
fafety.. AA practical difbelief of God’s all-fufficiency, is at the 
bottom of all-our treacherous departures from him. oe 

. 2, The way he took to do this, was by keeping the people 
from going up to: Jerufalem to worfhip.. That was the place- 
God had chofen to. put his name there; Solomon’s temple 


_ was there which. God had, in. the fight ofall Ifrael, and in | 


the memory of many now living, taken folemn: poflefion of- 
At the altar, there the priefts of the 


Nows, 1//,. Jeroboam apprehended, that if his people conti-. 


nued to do this, they would in: time return to: the houfe of: - 
| David, ,allured by the magnificence both of the court and of | 


_ the temple... If they cleave to their old religion, they will go. 


back to their old king. - We may fuppofe, if he had treated: 
with Rehoboam for the fafe condué of himfelf and his people. 
to and from Jerufalem, at the times appointed for their folemn: - 


_ feafts, it would not have been denied him ;. therefore he fears . 


| not their being driven back by force, 
| Rehoboam. » 


but their. going back to. 
2dly,,He therefore diffiaded them from going ‘ap to Jeru-- 
falem, pretending to confult, their. eafe: It is too much for 


| you to go fo*far to; worfhip God, ver..28.. It is a heavy yoke,. 
nd it is time to fhake it off: You have gone long enough to 


_ Jerufalem. 


So fome read it :: The temple, now you are ufed 


to ity doth not appear fo glorious and facred as it did at firft; 


- fenfible glories wither by degrees in “mens, eftimation. » 


You: 


_ have freed yourfelves from other burdens, free yourfelves from. 
this: why fhould. we now, be tied to one place any more than _ 
_ in Samuel’s time ?- SAT is era 


~ Upon confaltation had with fome of his politicians, 
‘ to this refolve, To fet up two golden : caves, 
_ of the divine prefence ;, and perfuade the 
- good ftay at home, and. offer. facrifice to thofe, as g0 up. to Je. 


rear 


3dly, He provided for the affiftance of their devotion at hore 
he came- 
as-tokens: or figns. 
people they had as: 


rufalem:to worfhip before the ark ; and fome are fo. charitable, 


; as to think, they were made to reprefent the mercy-feat, and - 


_ the cherubims over the ark:. But 


more probably he learned it. 


_ of the Egyptians, in whofe land he had fojourned for fome 


_ by thefe to reprefent, or rather prefentiate, 
. as. Molech or Chemosh, 


time, and who worfhipped their god Apis, underthe fimilitude- 
of a bull or galf.. (1.) He world fe + at inate 
building a, golden. temple, as. Solomon had done ;. two golden 
calves is the moft he can afford. (2.) He intended, no doubt). uy 
not any falfe god, 
but the true God only, the Godof If. 


2 
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ral, the God that brought them up out of the land of F gypt, 
as he declares, ver. 28. So that it was not a violation of the 
firft commandment, but the fecond. And he chofe thus to 
engage the people’s devotion, becaufe he knew there were ma- 
ny among them fo in love with images, that for thé fake of the 
calves they would willingly quit God’s temple; where all ima- 
ges were forbidden. ,(3.) He fet up two, by degrees, to 
break people off from the belief of the unity of the Godhead, 
which would pave the way to the polytheifm of the Pagans. 
He fet up thefe two at Dan and Beth-el, one on the utmott bor- 
der of his country northward, the other fouthwards, as if they 
were the guardians and prote@tors of the kingdom. Beth-el 
lay clofe to Judah: He {et up one there, to tempt thofe of Re- 
hoboam’s fubjects over to him, ‘who were inclined to image- 
worfhip, in lieu of thofe of his fubje@ts that would continue to 
go to Jerufalem. He fet the other at Dan, for the conveni- 
ence of thofe that lay‘moft remote, and becaufe Micah’s ima- 
ges had been fet up there, and great veneration paid to them 
for many ages, Judg.. xviii 30. Beth-el fignifies the houfe of 
God, which gave fome colour to the faperftition; but the pro= 
phet called it Beth-aven, the houfe of vanity, or iniquity. 

4ihly, The people complied with him herein, and were fond 
enough of the novelty : Zhey went to qwor/bip before the ones 
even unto Dan, ver, 30: to that at Dan firft, becaufe it was 

-firft fet up; or even to that at Dan, though it lay fuch a great 
way off. “They that thought it much to.go to Jerufalem, to 
worthip God according to.his own inftitution, made no diffi- 
culty of going twice as far to Dan, to worlhip him according 
to their own inventions. Or, they are faid to go to one of 
the calves at Dan, becaufe Ahijah, king of Judah, within twen- 
ty years recovered Beth-el, 2 Chron. xiii. 19.3; and,.it is like- 
ly, removed the golden calf, or forbade the ufe. of it, and then 
they had only that at;Dan to go to. This became a fin ; and 
a great fin it was, againit the exprefs letter of the fecond com- 
mandment : God had fometimes difpenfed with the law con- 
cerning worthipping in one place,, but never allowed the wor- 
hip of him by images. _ Hereby they juftified their fathers in 
making the calf at Horeb, though God had fo fully fhewn his 
difpleafure again{t them for it, and threatened to vifit for it in 
the day of vifitation, Exed. xxxii, 34. So that it was as 
great a contempt of God’s wrath, as it was of his law; and 
‘thus they added fin to fin. Bifhop Patrick quotes-a faying of 
the Jews, That till Jeroboam’s time the Ifraclites fucked but 
one calf, but from that time they fucked two. 

S5thly, Having fet up the gods, he fitted up accommodations 
for them ; wherein he varied from:the divine appointment, we 
are here told; which intimates, that in other things he imita- 

ted what was done in Judah, ver..32. as well ashe could, See 
how one error multiplies into many. 

(1.) He made a houfe of high places, or of altars; one 

temple at Dan, we may fuppofe, and another at Beth-el, vers 
31.3 and in each many. altars, probably complaining of it as 
an inconvenience, that in the temple at Jerufalem there was but 
one. The multiplying of altars paffed. with fome for a piece 
of devotion. but God,‘by the prophet, puts another conftrucs 
tion upon it, Hof. viii. 11. Ephraim has: made many altars to 


Q@. He made priefts of the loweft of the people ; and the 


loweft of the people were good enough to be priefts to his. 


calves, and too good: He made priefts from. the extreme/? part 
of the people, i. e. fome out of every. corner of the country; 
whom he ordered; to refide among their neighbours, to inftrué 
them in his appointments, and reconcile. them to them. Thus 
were they difperfed as the Levites, but qwere not of the fons of 
Levi.. But the pricits of the high places, or altars, he order- 
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ed ‘to refide in Beth-el, as the priefts at Jerufilem, ver. 32. to 
attend the public fervice. 

(3-) The feaft of tabernacles, which God had appointed on 
the fifteenth day of the feventh month, he adjourned to the fif- 
teenth day of the eight month, ver. 32. the month which he 
devifed of his own heart, to thew his power in ecclefiaftical 
matters, ver. 33. ‘The paffover and pentecoft he obferved in 
their proper feafon, or did not obferve them.at all, or-with lit-. 
tle folemnity, in comparifon. with this. 

(4.) He himflf affuming a power to make priefts, no mar~ 
vel if he undertook to do-the priefts work with his own hands. 
He offered upon the-altar, ver. 32. and'twice it is mentioned,. 
ver. 33.3. as alfo, that he burnt incenfe.  'Phis was connived. 
at in him, becaufe it was of a piece with the re‘t. of his irregu- 
larities ; but in king Uzziah, it was immediately punithed with 
the plague of leprofy. ‘He did it himfelf. to make him look 
great among the people,.and to get the reputation of a devout 
man-s<alfo to grace the folemnity of his new feftival, with 
which it is likely, at this time, he joined the feaft of the dedi-: 
cation of his altar. 

And thus, [1.] Jeroboam finned himfelf; yet, perhaps, ex- 
cufed himfelf ‘to the world and his own confcience, with this,, 
that he did not do fo ill as Solomon did, who worthipped o- 
ther gods. [2.] He made I/rael to fin, drew them off from 
the worthip of God, and entailed idolatry upon their feed. And. 
hereby they were punifhed-for deferting the thrones of the houfe 
of David. 

The learned Mr Whifton, in his chronology, for the adjufte: 


‘ing of the annals of. the two kingdoms of Judah and Ifrael, 


fuppofeth that Jeroboam, changed the calculation of the years. 
and made it contain but eleven month® and that by thofe years. 
the ‘reigns of the kings of Iftael are meafured till Jehu’s revo- 
lution, and no longer; in: which interval, eleven years in. the 
annals of. Judah anfwerto.twelve in:thofe of Irae. - 


CHAS Pye Xie a at 
Ln the clofe-of the foregoing chapter, we left Feroboam attending 
his altar al Beth-el; and there we Jind him in the beginning. 
of this, cohen he received a teflimony from God againft his i- 
dolatry and apoftafy.” This was Sent him by a prophet, a man. 
of God, that lived in. Fudah, who is the principal: fubje® of 
the flory of this.chapter ; where qve are toldy 1-What paffed 
between him and the new-hing. (1.) The prophet threatened 
Jeroboam’s altar, ver. 1,2. and gave him a fign, ver. it 
which immediately came to paJs, ver. 5. (2.) The king threa- 
tened the prophet, and was himfelf made another fign, by the 
withering of bis hand, ver. 4.3 and the reforing of it upon 
his fubmiffion,.and the prophets interceffion, ver.6. (3.) The: 
prophet refufed the kindne/s offered him thereupon,ver. 7,—1 On: 
ITI. What-paffed between him and the old prophet... (1.) The 
old prophet fetched him back by a lie, and gave him entertain 
ment, Vel. 11-19. (24) He, for accepting it in difobedi= 
ence to the divine command, is threatened with death, ver. 205. 
21,22. And, (3.) The threatening is executed 5 for he is~ 
Stain by a lion, ver. 23, 24. and buried at Beth-el, ver. 2 Sie 
—32. (41) Feroboam is hardened in his idolatry, ver. 38 y. 
34- Thy judgments, Lord, are a great deep. 


ND. behold, there came a man of God out 

{% of Judah, by the word ofthe Lorp unto 
Beth-el: and Jeroboam ftood by the altar to 
burn incenfe.. 2 And‘he cried againft the altar 
in the word of the Lorp, and faid, O altar, al- 
tar, thus faith the Lorp, Behold, a child a 
r ’ es 
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be born unto the houfe’ef,David, Jofiah by name, 
and upon thee. fhall he offer the priefts of the 
high places that burn incenfe upon thee, and 
mens. bones fhall be burnt upon thee. 3 And 
he gave a fign the fame day, faying, This zs the 
fign which the Lorp hath fpoken: Behold, the 
altar fhall be rent, and the afhes that are upon 
it thall be poured out. 4 And it came to pafs 
when king Jeroboam heard the faying of the 
man of God, which had cried againft the altar 
in Beth-el, that he put forth his hand from the 
altar, faying, Lay hold-on him. And his hand 
which he put forth againft him, dried up, fo 
that-he could not pullit in again to him. 5 The 
altar alfo was rent, and the afhes poured out 
from the altar, according to the fign which the 
manof God had given by the word of the Lorn. 
And. the king anfwered and faid unto the man 
- of God, Intreat now the face of the Lorp thy 

God, and pray for me, that my hand may be 
_ reftored me again. And the man of God be- 
fought the Lorp, and the king’s hand was re- 

ored him again, and became as it was before. 


7 And the king faid unto the man of God,Come - 


home with me, and refrefh thyfelf, and | will 
give thee a reward. 8 And the man of God 
faid unto the king, If thou wilt give me half 
thine house, I will not go in with thee, neither 


will L eat ‘bread nor drink water in this. place : - 


9 For fo was it charged me by the word of the 
Loxp, fayig, Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor 
turn again by the fame way that thou cameft. 
10.So0 he went another way, and returned. not 


by, the way that he,came to Beth-el..., brie: 


i. er Fe eee 
Here is, r. A meffenger fent to Jeroboam, to {ignify to him 


judah, that aimed to ruin him, was countermanded, and. might 
not draw a fword againft him, chap. xii. 24.5 but a prophet of 
Judah is, inftead:thereof, fent to reclaim him from ‘his evil' way, 
and is fentin time, while he is but dedicating his’ altary before 
- his heart is hardened. by the deceisfulnefs of his fin’; for’God 
delights not in finners death, but would rather they would°tarn 
and live.—How bold was theimeffenger, that'durft attack thé 
King in his pride, and interrupt the folemnity he was proud: of? 
They that go on God’s errand muft not fear the face of man; 
they know who will: bear: them out... Hew kind was he that 
fent him: to warn Jeroboam of the wrath of God ‘revealed from 
heaven againit his ungodline/s and unrighteoufues Pig oun s 
_ 2. The meffage delivered in God’s name,” not whifpered, 
but.cried with aloud voice; noting both the prophet’s cou- 
sage, that he was neither afraid nor athamed to'ewn it,/and his 
earneftnefs, thatihe defired to. be heardiand « heeded by yall: that 
‘were prefent, who were not a few, on this great’ occafion. 
It is direéted, not to Jeroboam, ‘or to the people, but to the 
altar ;.the ftonesiof which will fooner ‘hear and: yield! than they 
who were mad upon their idols, arid deaf to divine eallsi Yet, in 
- threatening the-altar, he threatens the) foutidet arid-Wworthippers, 
to, whom itis as dear as their own’ fouls; and might conclude, 


i 
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If God’s wrath faften upon the lifelefs. guilttefs altar, how fhall 
we efcape? That which is foretold concerning the altar, ver. Zz. 
is, that, in procefs of time, a prince of the houfe of David, Jo- 
fiah by name, fhould pollute this altar, by facrificing the idola- 
trous priefts themfelves upon it, and burning the bones of dead ~ 
men, Let Jeroboam know and be fure, (1.) That the altar 
he now confecrated fhould be defecrated. Idolatrous worthip — 
will not continue, but the word of the Lord will endure for e- 
ver. (2.) That the priefls of the high places he now made, 
fhould themfelves be made facrifices to the juftice of God, and 
the firft and only facrifices upon his altar that would be pleafing 
to him. If the offering be fuch as is an abomination to God, 
it would follow of courfe, that the offerers mult themfelves fall 
under his wrath, which will abide upon them, finee it is not o- 
therwife tranimitted. (3.) That this fhould be done by a 
branch of the houfe of David.—'That family which he and his 
kingdom had defpiied, and‘treacheroufly deferted, fhould re- 
cover fo much power as to demolifh that altar which he thought 
to eftablith; fo that right and truth thould at length prevail both 
in civil and facred matters, notwith{tanding the prefent triumphs . 


| of thofe that were given to change the fear both of God and the 


king.—It was about three hundred and fifty-fix years ere this 


| prediction was fulfilled ; yet is fpoken of as fure and nigh at 


hand ; for a thoufand years with God are but as one day. 
Nothing more contingent and arbitrary than the giving of names 
to perfons ; yet Jofiah is here named above three hundred years 
before he was born. Nothing future is hid from God. There 
are aames im ihe book of the divine prefcience, Phil. iv. 3. names 
written in heaven. oe aGSSS 
3- A fign is given for the confirming of the truth of this pré- 
digtion, that the altar fhould be fhaken to pieces by an invifi- 
ble power, and the afhes of the facrifice’ feattered, ver. 3.; 
which came to pafs immediately, ver. 5. Which was, (1.) 
A proof that the prophet was fent of God, who confirmed the 
word with this fign following, Matk xvic 20. (2.) A prefent 
indication of God’s difpleafure againft thefe idolatrous facrifices. 


| How could the gift be acceptable, when the altar that’fhould ~~ 
fan@ify it was an abomination? (3.) It was ‘@ reproach to the 
| people, whofe hearts were harder than thefe fionés, and rent 
| not under the word of the Lord. (4.) It was a fpecimen of 


what fhould be done to it in the accomplifhment of this pro- 


| phecy by Jofiah zit was now rent, in token of its being then 
| rumeéd, = OME Me x = 


God’s .difpleafure, againit his idolatry, very £.) The armyof | 


4. Jeroboam’s hand withered’ which ‘he ftretched out to feize 
or fmive the man of God, ver. q. Inflead of trembling at the 


_ meffage, as he might have done, he fell foul on him that brought 
ity in defiance of the wrath of which he was warned, and con-- 


tempt of that grace which fent him the warning. Rebuke a 


Jfinner, and he will hate thee, and do thee a mifchief if he can ; 


yet God’s prophets muft: rather expofe themfelves than Betray 
their tru(t: he that employs them will proteé them, and  re- 
ftrain the wrath of man, as he did Jeroboam’s here by wither- 
ing his: hand, fo that he could neither hurt the prophet, for 
draw it in'to help himfelf.. When bis hand was’ (trétchéd out 
to bur incenfe to: his calves, it was not iithered; bat When it 


was flretched out againit a prophet, he fhall have no‘ ufe of it - 
“till he humble himfcif. Of'all the wickednefs of the wicked, _ 


there is none more provoking to God than’ their malicious at_ 
tempts againft his prophets of whom he hath faid) Touch them « 
not, do them no harié.—As this was a punifhnient of Jeroboam, 
and anfwering the fin, fo it was the deliverance of the prophet. 


| God has many ways of difabling the enemies of his church: to 


| execute their mifchievous purpofes.  Jeradoani’s: inability ‘to 


| pullin his hand made him a. fpedtacie’ to all about him,+ that. 
| they might fee and fear. | Tf God in juftice harden the hearts. 
of fifners, fo that the hand they have dretched out in fin they 
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cannot pull in again by repentance, that is a fplritual judgment, 
reprefented by this here, and much more dreadful. 
5+ The fudden healing of the hand that was fuddenly dried 
up, upon his fubmiflion, ver. 6. 'Ehat word of God which 
fhould have touched his confcience, humbled him not; but this 
which touched his bone and his Siefoy brings down his proud fpi- 
“rit. He loaks for help now, (1.) Not from his calves, but 
from God only, from his. power, and his favour ; he wounded, 
and no hand but his can make whole. (2.) Not by his own 
facrifice or incenfé, but by the prayer and intercefhon of the 
prophet, whom he had juit now threatened, and-aimed to be 
the death of. ‘The time may come, when thofe that hate the 
preaching would be glad of the prayers of faithful minifters, 
\Pray to the Lord thy God, faith Jeroboam; thou haf an in- 
tereft in him, improve it for me, But obferve, he doth not 
defire him to pray that his fin -might be pardoned, and his heart 
changed ; only that sis band might be reflored... Thus Pharaoh 
would have Mofes to pray that God would take away this death 
only, Exod. x. 17. not this fin. The prophet, as becamea 
man of God, renders good for evil 3 upbraids not feroboam 
with his impotent malice, nor triumphs in his fubmiffion, but 
immediately addrefled himfelf to God: for him. Thofe only 
are intitled to the blefling Chrift pronounced on the perfecuted, 
that learn of him to pray for their perfecutors, Matth. vy. Keys 
44. When the prophet thus honoured God, by fhewing him- 
Lif of a forgiving fpirit, God put this farther honour upon him, 
that at his word he recalled the judgment, and by: another ‘mi- 
racle healed the withered hand; that, by the:goodaefs: of God, 


Jeroboam might be ed to repentance ; and if he were not - 


broken by the judgment, 
With both he feeme 
fions wore OFeip00 > 
_ 6. The prophet’s refufal of Jevoboam’s kind invitation. In 
which: obferve, (1.) That Godi forbade his:mefleager to‘eat or 
drink in Bethel, ver. g..to thew his deteftation of their-execra 
ble idolatry and apottafy from God, and to teach us to have no 
fellowfhip with the works of darknefs, left we have infection 
from them, or give encouragement to them. He mutt nor turn 
back the fame way, but deliver his meflage, as it were, in trans 
Jjitu. He fhall.not feem.to be fent on purpofe, they were un- 
worthy fuch, a favour, but as if he only called by: tle way ;,shis. 
fpirit being {tirred, like Paul’s at Athens, as he pafed and fare 
their devotions. God would by this command try his prophet, 
as he did Ezekiel, whether he would not be redcllious, like that 
rebellious houfe, Ezek. ii. 8. (2.) That Jeroboam was fo affet- 
ed with the cure of his hand, that though we read not of his 
thankfgivings to God for the mercy, or his fending an offering 
_ to the altar at Jerufalem in acknowledgment of it ; yet he was 
"willing to exprefs his gratitude to the prophet, and pay him for: 
his prayers, ver..7. Favours to the body will make even graces. 
lefs men feem grateful to good minifters.. (3-) ‘Phat the pro- 
phet, though hungry, and weary, and perhaps. poor, in obedi- 
ence to the divine command, refufed both the entertainment 
and the reward proffered. him.. He might think his acceptance 
of it would give him an opportunity of difcourfing farther with’ 
the king, in order to his effectual reformation now he,was con< 
vinced ; yet he will not think: himfelf wifer than God, but, 
__ Tike a faithful careful meffenger, haftens home when. he has 
‘ \,done his errand. ‘They have little learned the leffon of felf-. 
denial that cannot forbear one forbidden. meal.. ws ah 


yet might be melted by the mercy. 


15 & Now there dwelt an old prophet in. 
Beth-el, and his fons came and. told: him all the 
works that the man of God. had done that day 


in Beth-el: the words which he had {poken | 


~* / 
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affected for the prefent, but the impref- 


_ as toyatrend his.altarsy. as it-fhould-{eenr they: did. : 


back the man of God, isnot certain. 


unto the.king, them théy told alfo'to their fa- 
ther. 12 And their father faid unto them, 
what way went he? For his fons had feen what 
way the man of God went, which came from 
Judah. 13 And he faid unto his fons, Saddle 
me the afs. So they faddled him the afs, and 
he rode thereon, 14 And went after the man of 
God, and found him fitting under an oak; and 


| he faid unto him, 47t thou the man of God 


that cameft from Judah? And he faid, Lams: 
15 Then he faid unto him, Come home with 
me, and eat bread. 16 And he faid, I may not 
return with thee, nor go in with thee: neither 
will I eat bread, nor drink water with thee in 
this place. 17 For it was faid to me by the 
word of the Lorn, Thou fhalt eat no bread, Hor 
drink water there, nor turn again to go by the 
Way that thou cameft. 18 He {aid unto’ him,. 
I am a prophet alfo.as thon art, and an angel 
fpake unto'me by the word of the’ Lox, fay-. 
ing, Bring him back with’thee into tHine houfé,. 
that he may eat bread, and drink water. “But 
he lied unto him.’'r9 So he went back with: 
him, anddid eat bread in his houfe? and drank 
water. 20 47 And it came to pafs, as they fat 
at the table, that the word. of the Lorp. came. 
unto the prophet that brought “him back = 
2n'And he cried unto. the man of God that. 


| came from Judah, faying, Vhus faith the Lorp;, 
| Porafmuch as thou haft difobeyed the mouth’ 
| of the Lorp, and haft not kept the commands. 
_Mnent which the’ Lorn thy God commanded 
| theey22 But cameft ‘back, and haft eaten bread,. 
) and drunk water in thé place of the which she: 
| LORD. did fay untothee, Kat no bread, and drink. 


ho water; thy carcafe'fhall not come unto: the 


| fepulehre of thy fathers. | 


_ The man of God-had honeftly and. bravely refufedithe king’s. 
invitation, ‘though he. promifed him. a reward 5, yet was overs. 


- perfuaded by an old prophets to come back with him, and dine. 


in Beth-el, contrary, to the command. given him. © But here we: 
find how dear his dinner coft him.» Obferve with wonder, 

1, The old prophet’s wickednefs. I cannot but call hima 
falfeprophet;and an ill maa, being much.eafier to. believe, that. 
ffom one of fuch a bad charaéter fhould be extorted a confirs 

ation of what the man of God faid, as we find, ver. 32s. thm, 
tne a true prophet, and.a.good many, fhould tell fuch a delibeu 


Tete lie,as he here did, and, father)it upon God. A good tree. 


could never bring forth fuch corrupt fruit.—Perhaps he was 
trained up among the fons of the prophets, in one of Samuels 
colleges, not.far. off, whence he retained the name of a prophet 3: 
bat growing wordly and profane, the fpirit of prophecy was 
departed from him.. tf he had been’ a good prophet, he would: 
have, reproved. Jeroboam’s idolatry, and not '-have fuffered hig 
Now, 1, Whether. he had. any. good: defign in fetching» 
One may hope, he dids 

it. 
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it in compaflion to him, concluding he wanted refrefhment ; 
and out of a defire to be better acquainted with him, and more 
fully to underftand his errand, than he could from the report 
of his fons: yet his fons having told him all that pafled, and 
patticularly, that the prophet was forbidden to eat or drink 
there, which he had openly told Jeroboam ; I fuppofe it was 
done with an ill defign, to draw him into a fnare, and fo to 
expofe him ; for falfe prophets have ever been the worlt ene- 
mies to the true prophets, ufually aiming to deftroy them, but 
fometimes, as here, to debauch them, and draw them from 
their duty. Thus they gave the Nazarites wine to drink, A- 
mos il. 12. that they might glory in their fall. 

But, 2dly, It is certain, he took a very ill method to bring 
him back. When the man of God had'told him, I may not, 
and therefore I will not return to eat bread with thee, his re- 
folutions concurring with the divine command, ver. 16, 17. 


he wickedly pretended, that he had an order from Heaven to - 


fetch him back; he trumped upon him his guondam charaéter 
asa prophet, J am a prophet alfo as thou art ; pretended he 
hada vifion.of an angel that fent him on this errand: but it 
was all a lie, it was a banter upon prophecy, and profane in 
the higheft degree. When this old prophet is fpoken of, 2 
Kings xxiii. 18. he is called the prophet that came out of Sama- 
ria, wherewas there was no fuch place as Samaria till long af- 
ter, chap. xvi. 24.: therefore I take it he is fo called there, 
though he was of Beth-el, becaufe he was like thofe who were 
afterwards the prophets of Samaria, who caufed God’s people 
dfrael to err, Jer. xxiii. 13. 

2. The good prophet’s weaknefs, in fuffering himfelf to be 
impofed upon by this fham: He went back with him, ver. 19. 


He’ that had refolution enough to refufe the invitation of the 


king, who promifed him a reward, could not refift the infinu- 
ations of one that pretended to be a prophet. Good people 
are more in danger of being drawn from their duty, by the 
plaufible pretences of divinity and fan&ity, than by external in- 
ducements. We have therefore need to Jeware of falfe pro- 
phets, and not believe every /pirit. 

3. The proceedings of divine juftice hereupon. And _here- 
upon we may well wonder, both that the wicked prophet, who 
told the lie, and did the mifchief, went unpunifhed ; while the 
holy man of God, that was drawn by him into fin, was fud- 
denly and feverely punifhed for it. What fhall we make of this! 
‘The judgments of God are unfathomable: The deceived and 
the deceiver are his, and he giveth not account of any of his mat» 
ters. Certainly there muft be a judgment to come, when thefe 
things will be called over again, and when thofe that finned 
moft, and fuffered leaf{t in this world, will receiving according 
to their works.. (1.) The meflage delivered to the man of 
God was ftrange: His crime is recited, ver. 21, 22. it was, in 
ene word, difobedience to an exprefs command; judgment is 
given upon it: Thy carcafe fhall not come to the fepulchre of-thy 
fathers, i. e. thou fhalt never reach thy own houfe, but fhalt be 
va carcafe quickly ; nor fhall thy dead body be brought to. the 
place of thy fathers fepulchres to be interred. _(2.) Yet it was 
more ftrange, that the old prophet’ himfelf fhould be the mef- 
fenger. Of this we can give no account, but that God would 
have it fo, as he fpake to Balaam by his afs, and read Saul his 
doom by the devil in Samuel’s likenefs. We may think God 
defigned hereby, [1.] To ftartle the lying prophet, and make 
him fenfible of his fin. ‘The meffage could not but affect him 


‘the more, when he himfelf had the delivering of it ; and had. - 


fo ftrony an impreflion made upon his fpirit by it, that he cried 
out as one in agony, ver. 21. He had reafon to think, if he 
muft die for his difobedience in a {mall matter, who finned by 


furprife, of how much forer punifhment he fhould be thought | Reoreeh apae) By aie! 
ia aman | i¢ from off the face of the earth. 7-1; 


worthy, who had belied an angel of God, and cheated a man 
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of God by a deliberate forgery. Jf this were done to the green 
tree, what fhall be done to the dry? Perhaps it had a good ef- 
fe&t upon him. Thofe who preach God’s wrath to others, 
have hard hearts indeed, if they fear it not themfelves. [2.] 
To put the greater mortification upon the prophet that was de- 
ceived, and to fhew what they muft expect who hearken to the 
great deceiver. ‘They that yield to him as a tempter, will be 
terrified by him as a tormentor; whom he now fawns upon, he 
will afterwards fly upon ; and whom he draws into fin, he will 
do what he can to drive to defpair.. - tris ‘ 


23 F And it came to pafs after he had-eaten 
bread, and after he had drunk, that he faddled 


for him the afs, zo wit, for the prophet whom _ 


he had brought back. 24 And when he was 
gone, a lion met him by the way, and flew him: 
and his carcafe was caft in the way, and the afs 
ftood by it, the lion alfo ftood by the carcafe. 
25 And behold, men pafled by, and faw the 
carcafe caft in the way, and the lion ftanding by- 
the-carcafe : and they came and told it in the 
city where the old prophet dwelt. 26 And 
when the prophet that brought him back from 


_ the way, heard thereof, he faid, It zs the man of 
God, who was difobedient unto the word of the ~ 


Lorp: therefore the Lorp hath delivered him 
unto the lion, which hath torn him, and flain 
him, according to the word of the Lorp, which 
he fpake unto him. 27 And he fpake to his 


a 


fons, faying, Saddle me the afs. And they . 


faddled him. 28 And he went and found his 


carcafe caft in the way,and the afs,and thelion _ 


| ftanding by the carcafe: the lion had not eat- _ 
en the carcafe, nor torn the .afs. 29 And the 

prophet.took up the carcafe of the man of God, . 
and laid it upon the afs, and brought it back : | 


and the old prophet came to the city, to mourn, 
and to bury him. 


30 And'‘he laid his carcafe. — 


in his own grave, and they mourned over him, __ 


Saying, Alas, my brother. 


his fons, faying, When 1 am dead, then bury me 


in the fepulchre wherein the man of God is bu- 

ried, lay my bones befide his bones. — 32 Kor 
the fayimg which he cried by the word of the — 
Lorp againft the altar in Beth-el, and againft 


all the houfes of the high places which are 


the cities of Samaria, fhall furely come to pafs. 
33 4 After this thing, Jeroboam returned not 
from his evil way, but made again of the low- 
eft of the people, priefts of the high places: 


; 31 And it-came to 
pafs after he had buried him, that he fps Ke to : 


whofoever would, he confecrated him, and he _ 


. became. one of the priefts of the high places. _ 


34 And this thing became fin unto the houfe — 


ae 


_ of Jeroboam, even to cut it off, and to deftroy — 
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Here is, 1. The death of the deceived difobedient prophet, 
The old prophet that had deluded him, as if he would make 
him fome amends for the wrong he had done him, or help to 
prevent the mifchief threatened him, farnithed him with an afs 
to ride _home-on; but by the way a liom fet apon him, and 
killed him, ver.'23, 24. He did but turn back to refreth him- 
felf when he was hungry, and behold, he muft die for it, to 
allude to that of Jonathan, 1 Sam. xiv. 43: But we mutt con- 
fider, (1.) That his’ offence was great; and it would by no 
means jultify him, that he was drawn into it by alie.- He 
could not be fo certain of the countermand {ent by another, as 
he was of the command given to himfelf; nor had he any 
ground to,think, that the command fhould be recalled, when 
the reafon of it remained in force, which was, that he might 
teftify his deteftation of the wickednefs of that place.—He had 
great reafon to fufped the honefty of this old prophet, who 
did not himfelf bear his teftimony; nor did God think fit to 
make ufe of him as a witnefs againit the idolatry of the city 
he lived in. , However,'he thould have taken time to beg direc- 
tion from God, and not have complied fo foon. Did he think 
this.old prophet’s houfe fafer to eat in than other houfes in 
Bethel, when God had forbidden him to eatin any? That was 
to refine upon the command, and make himfelf wifer than 
God. Did he think to excufe himfelf, ‘that he was hungry? 
had he never read, that man lives not by bread alone? (2.) 
_ That his death was for the glory of God. For by this it ap- 
peared, [1.] That nothing is more provoking to him than dif 
obedience to'an exprefs command, though in a fmall matter; 
which makes his proceedings againft our firlt parents ‘for eating 
forbidden fruit the more accountable. [2.] That God is dif- 
pleafed at the fins of his own people: and no man_ fhall be 
protected in difobedience by the fanctity of his profeflion, the 
dignity of his office, the nearaefs to God, or any good fervices 
he has done for him. Perhaps God by this mtended,- in a 
way of righteous judgment, to harden Jeroboam’s heart, fince 
he was not reformed by the withering of his hand ;' forhe 
would: be apt to make an ill ufe of it, and to fay, the prophet 
was well enough ferved for meddling with his altar, he had 
better have ftaid at home; nay, he would fay, Providence had 
punifhed him for his infolence, and the lion had done that 
which his withered hand might not do. However, by this; he 
intended to warn all,thofe, whom he employs, {triGtlyto ob- 
ferve their orders at their peril... ; eee ae 

2. The wonderful prefervation of his dead body, which was 
a token of God's mercy’ remembered in the mid{t of wrath. 
The lion that gently ftrangled him, or tore him, did not de- 


vour his dead body, nor fo much as tear the als, ver. 24,:25,, 
~ 28.5 nay, what was more, he did not fet upon the travellers that. 
_.pafled by and faw it, nor upon the old prophet, (who had rea-_ 
fon enough to fear it), when he came to take up the corpfe. — 


His commiffion was to kill the prophet’. hitherto he fhall-go, 
but no further. .-Thus God .fhewed, that though ‘he was an- 


gry with him, his anger was turned away, and the punifhment  - 


went no further than death. : 
3. The care which the old prophet took of his burial : When 


he heard of the uovfual accident, he concluded it was the man 
of Godjthat was difobedient to his mafter ? (and whofe fault 


_ was that?) therefore the Lord has delivered him to the lion, vers 
26. It had, well become him to have.aflked why the lion was 


not fent againft him and his houfe, rather than againit the good 
man, whom he had cheated. He took up the corpfe, ver. 29, 
_-If there were any truth in the vulgar opinion, fure the corpfe 
’ bled afrefh when he touched it; for he was in effet the murs 


derer, and it was but a poor reparation for)the injury, to inter, 
the dead body. Perhaps when he cheated him jinto‘his, ruin, 
he intended to laugh at him; yet now his confcience fo far 
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relents, that he weeps ovér him, and, like Joab at Abner’s fy- 
heral, is compelled to be a mourner for him whom he had beey 
the death of, They faid, Alas, my brother, ver. 39. The 
cafe was-indeed very piteous that fo good a man, fo faithful a 
prophet, and fo bold in God’s caufe, fhould, for one offence, 
die as a criminal, while an old lying prophet lives at eafe, and 
ati idolatrous prince in pomp and power. Thy way, O God, is 
in the fea, and thy path in the great waters. We cannot 
judge of men by their fufferings, nor of fins by their prefent 
punthments. With fome the flefh is deftroyed, that the {pi- 
rit may be faved ; while with others the flefh is pampered; that 
the foul may ripen for hell. 

4. The charge which the old prophet gave his fons con- 
cerning his own burial, that they fhould be fure to bury him in 
the fame grave where the man of God was buried: ver. 31. 
Lay my bones befide his bones, clofe by them, as near as may 
be, fo that my duft may mingle with his. Though he was a 
lying prophet, yet he defired to die the’ death of a true pro- 


‘phet: Gather not my foul with the finners of Beth-el, but with 


this man of’ God.—The reafon he gives is, becaufe what he 
cried againft the altar of Bethel, that méhs bones fhould be 
burnt upon it, /all furely come to PYs, ver. 32. “Thus, (1.) 
He ratifies the prediétion, that out of the mouth of two wilne/ 
Jes, (and one of them fuch aone as Paul quotes, Tit. i. 12. 
one of themfelwes, een a prophet of their own), the word might 
be eftablifhed, if poftble to convince and reclaim- Jeroboam, 
(2.)} He doth honour to the deceafed prophet, as one whofe 
word would not fall to the ground, though he did. Minifters 
die, die untimely, it may be, but the ‘word of the Lord endures 
Jor ever, atid doth iot die with thém. - (3-) He confults his 
own intereft. It was foretold, that mens bones , fhoul By 
burnt upon Jeroboam’s altar. Lay mine (faith he) clofe to 
his, and then they will not be difturbed : and it was accord. 
ingly their fecurity, 4s we find, 2 Kings xxiii. 18, Sleep- 
ing and waking, living and dying, it is Yafe being in -good 
company..—_No mention is made here of the infcription on'the 
prophet’s tomb, but it is fpoken of, 2 Kings xxi. 14. where 
Jofiah afks, What title is that? and is. told, It is the Sepulchre 
of the man of God that came from ‘Judah, who proclaimed thefe } 
things which thou haf? done. So'thvit the et itaph upon the pros. 
phet’s grave preferved the remembrance Of his prophecy, and 
was/a ftanding teftimoay agaiti{t’ the’ idolatries of, Beth-el; , 
which it would not have been fo remarkably, .if he had died,, 
-and’been buried elfewhere. The’ cities of si rael are here call- 
ed ‘eities of Samaria, though that ‘ame was not yet known ; 
for however the old prophet {poke, the infpired hiftorian wrote 
in the language of his own time, jest owe hoe 4 

5- The obftinacy of Jeroboam in his, idolatry :'ver. 33- He 
returned not from his evil way. Soihe hand was found that 
durft repair the altar ‘God had’ rént; “Gnd then Jeroboam. offer. 
ed factifiée?on it again'y and ‘the f ote boldly, becaufe th prow 
phet, who'difturbed him "before Was. in his grave, (Rev. xi; 
10.), and Becaiif the prophecy was’ for a great while to dome. 
Various methods had been ufed to reclaim him} but neither 
threats nor figns, neither jadginents nor. mercies, wrought upon 
him, “forftrangely was he wedded to his calves. He did not 
refortay’nd?n this piiefthood’, but, whoever would, he filled 
his hand, and made meee though’ never fy illiterate or 
immdral, and ‘of what tribe {é er; and. this became fin, i. e 
a {naré firft, and tREA # iui to Jeroboam’s houfe}to cut it off 
ver. 34. Note, The? diminution, difquiet, ke defolation of 
famihtes,'is the froit of fit.’ He promifed himfelf, that the calves 
would feture ‘the’ créwn'to Bt Bil, but it proved they loft 
it, and fai *his’ family. ’Thofe betray themfelvés,, that think 
by any fd to ipportthenifetvcs, ay 
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“The kingdom being divided into that of Fudab and that of 
Tirae/], we muft benceforward, in thefe books of Kings, ex- 
pedi and attend their feparate bifory, the fucceffion of their 
kings, and the affairs of their kingdoms, accounted for dif- 
uinaly, In this chapter we have, 1. The prophecy of the 
defirudion of Feroboam's houfe, ver. 7,—16. The fickne/s 
of his child was the occafion of it, ver. 1,—6. and the 
death of his child the earncf of it, ver. 17, 18. together 
with the conclufion of his reign, ver. 19, 20. Il. The 
bifory of the declenfion and diminution of Rehoboam’s 
hou/e and his kingdom, ver. 21,—28. and the conclufion of 


his reign, ver. 29,—31. In both which we may read the - 


mifchievous confequences of fin, and the calamities it brings 
on kingdoms and families. 


) T that time Abijah the fon of Jeroboam 
A fell fick. 2 And Jeroboam faid to his wife, 
Avife, I pray thee, and difguife thyfelf, that 
thou be not known to be the wife of Jeroboam: 
and get thee to Shiloh; behold, there zs Ahi- 
jah the prophet, which told me that 1 fhould be 
king over this people. 3 And take with thee 
ten loaves, and cracknels, and a crufe of honey, 
and go to him: he fhall tell thee what fhall be- 
come of the child. 4 And Jeroboam’s wife did 
‘fo, and arofe, and went to Shiloh, and came to 
the houfe of Ahijah: but Ahijah could not fee, 
for his eyes were fet by reafon of hisage. 5 
@ And the Lorp faid unto Ahijah, Behold, the 
wife of Jeroboam cometh to afk a thing of thee 
for her fon, for he zs fick: thus and thus fhalt 
théu fay unto her: for it fhall be when fhe co- 
meth in, that fhe fhall feign herfelf to be ano- 
ther woman. 6 And it. was /o, when Ahijah 
“heard the found of her feet, as fhe came in at 
the door, that he faid, Come in, thou wife of Je- 
roboam, why feigneft thou thyfelf zo be another? 
for 1 am fent to thee with heavy ¢idings. 


How Jeroboam perfifted in his contempt of God and reli- 
gion, we read in the clofe of the foregoing chapter : now here 
we are told how God proceeded in his controverfy with him 5 

_ for when God judgeth, he will overcome, and finners fhall ei- 
ther bend or break before him. A 
_ .1. His child fell fick, ver. 1. It is probable he was his 
eldeft fon, and heir-apparent to the crown; for at his death 
all the kingdom went into mourning for him, ver. 13. 
Neither his dignity as a prince, nor his age as a young prince, 
nor his intereft in Heaven as a pious prince, could exempt him 

. from ficknefs, dangerous ficknefs. Let none be fecure of the 
continuance of their health, but improve it while it continues 
for the beft purpofes. Lord, behold, he’ whom thou loveft, thy 
favourite, he whom Ifrael loves, their darling, is fick. Alt that 
time, when Jeroboam proftituted and profaned the priefthood, 
chap. xiii. 31¢his child fickened. When ficknefs comes into 
‘our families, we fhould inquire, whether there be not fome par- 
ticular fin harboured in our houfes, which the affliction is fent 
to convince us of, and reclaim us from. 

2: He fent-his wife in difguifé to inquire of Abijah the pro- 
phet,, what /bould become of the child, ver. 2, 3. The ficknefs 
-of his child touched him in a tender part; the withering of 
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this branch of his family, would perhaps be as fore an affliction 
to him’as the withering of that part of his body, chap. xiii. 4. 
fuch is the force of natural affeétion; our children are ourfelves 
but once removed. Aen 
Now, 1/, Jeroboam’s great defire under this affliction is to 
know what fhall become of the child, whether he will live or 
die. (1.) It had been more prudent if he had defired to 
know what means they fhould ufe for the recovery of the 
child, what they fhould give him, and what they fhould do to 
him. But by this inftance, and that of Ahaziah, 2 Kings i.-’ 
2. and Benhaded, 2’ Kings viii. 8. it fhould feem they had 
then fuch a foolifh notion of fatality, as took them off from 
all ufe of means ; for if they were fure the patient would live, 
they thought means needlefs; if he would die, they thought 
them ufelefs, not. confidering that duty is ours, events are God’s, 


| and that he that ordained the énd, ordained the means+ si 
if 


fhould 4 prophet be defired to fhew that which a little time wi 
fhew? (1.) It had been more pious, if he had defired to know 
wherefore God contended with him, had begged the prophet’s 
prayers, and caft away his idols from him}; then the child 
might have been reftored to him, as his hand was: but moft 
people would rather be told their fortune, than told their faults, 
or their duty.» - 
- 2dly, That he might have the child’s doom, he fent to. A- 
hijah the prophet, who lived obfeure and neglected in Shiloh, 
blind for age, yet {till bleffed with the vifions of the Almigh- 
ty ; which need not bodily eyes, but are rather favoured by 
the want of them, the eyes of the mind being then moft intent, 
and leaft diverted.—Jergboam fent not to him for advice a- 
bout the fetting up of his calves, or the confecrating of his 
priefts; but has recourfe to him in his diftrefs, when the gods 
he ferved could give him no relief: Lord, in trouble have they 
vifited thee, who before flighted thee ; fome have by ficknels 
been minded of their forgotten minifters and praying friends. 
He fends to Ahijah, becaufe he had told im he fhould be king, 
ver. 2. He was once the meflenger' of good tidings, fure he 
will be fo again. ‘hofe that by fin unqualify themfelves for 
comfort, and yet expect their minifters, becaufe they are_ good 
men, fhould {peak peace and comfort to them, greatly wrong 
both themfelyes and their minifters.. PVP ote 
 3dly, He fent his wife to inquire of the prophet, becaufe fhe 
could beft put the queftion, without naming names, or making 
any other defcription but this, Sir, I have a fon ill, will he re- 
cover or not? The heart of her hufband fafely trufted in her,. 
that fhe would ‘be ‘faithful both in delivering the meflage, and 
bringing him the anfwer 3 and it feems, there were none of all 
his counfellors ia: whom he could tepofe fuch a confidence, o- 
therwife the fick child could very ill have fpared’ her ; for mo: 
thers are the beft-nurfes, and it had been much fitter for her to 
have {taid at home to tend him, than go to Shiloh to inquire 
what would come of him.—lIf fhe go, fhe muft go incognito, 
mult difguife herfelf, change her drefs, cover her face, and go 
by another name, not only to conceal herfelf from her own 
court, and the country through which fhe paffed, as if it were 
below her quality to go upon fuch an errand, and what {he had 
reafon to be afhamed of, as Nicodemus that came to Jefus by 
night, whereas it is no difparagement to the greateft to attend 
God’s prophets; but alfo to conceal herfelf from the prophet 
himfelf, that he might only anfwer her queftion concerning her 
fon, and not enter upon the unpleafing fubje@ of her hufband’s — 
defection. Thus fome people love to prefcribe to their mini- 
{ters, limit them to fmooth things, and care not for having the 
whole: counfel of God declared to them, left it prove to prophecy . 
no good concerning them, but evil. But what a ftrange notion 
had Jeroboam of God’s prophet, that he believed he could and 


| would certainly tell what ewould Become of the child, and yet - 


ovr either 
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either could not; or would not difeover wha was the mothér? 
Could he {ee into the thick darknefs of futurity, and yet not 
fee through the thin veil of this difguife? Did he think the 
God of Ifrael like his calves, juft what he pleafed? Be not 
deceived, God is not mocked. 2 
3. God gave Ahijah notice of the approach of Jeroboam’s 
wife, and that fhe came in difguife, and full inftructions what to 
fay to her, ver. 5. which enabled him as fhe came in at the 
door to call her by her name, to her great furprife, and fo to 
Gifcover to all about him who fhe was, ver. 6. Come in, thou 
wife of Feroboam, why feignef thou thyfelf to be another ? He 
had no regard to either, (1.) To her rank: She was a queen ; 
but what was that to him, who hada meffage to deliver her 
immediately from God, before whom all the children of men 
{tand upon the fame level: Nor, (2.) To her prefent: It was 
ufual for thofe who confulted prophets, to bring them tokens 
of refpeét, which they accepted, and yet were no hirelings; 
fhe brought him a handfome country-prefent, ver. 3. but he 
did not think himfelf obliged by that to give her any finer lan- 
guage, than the nature of his meflage required. Nor, (3.) 
To her induftrious concealment of herfelf: It is a piece of ci- 
vility, not to take notice of thofe who defire not to be taken 
netice of ; but the prophet was no courtier, nor gave flattering 
titles ; plain dealing is beft, and fhe fhall know at the firft 
word what fhe has to trult to; Jam fent to thee with heavy 
tidings. Note, Thofe who think by their difguifes to hide 
themfelves from God, will be wretchedly confounded when 
they find themfelves difappointed in the day of difcovery. Sin- 
hers now appear in the garb of faints, and are taken to be fo; 
but how will they blufh and tremble, when they find them- 
felves ftript of their falfe colours, and are called by their own 
name ; Go out, thou treacherous falfe-hearted hypocrite, 7 
never knew thee, why feigne/t thou thyfelf to be another ?_ Tid- 
ings of a portion with hypocrites will be heavy tidings. God 
will judge men according to what they are, not according to 
what they feem. 


4 Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus faith the Lorn 
‘God of Ifrael, Forafmuch asI exalted thee from 
among the people, and made. thee prince over 
my people Ifrael, 8 And rent the kmgdom a- 
way from the houfe of David, and gave it thee; 
and yet thou haft not been as my fervant Da- 
vid, who kept my commandments, and who 
followed me with all his heart, to do that only 
which was right in mine eyes, g But haft done 
_ evil above all that were before thee: for thou 

-haft gone and made thee other gods, and mol- 
ten images, to provoke me to anger, and _ haft 
~caft me behind thy back: 10Therefore behold, 
I will bring evil upon the houfe of Jeroboam, 
and will cut off from Jeroboam him that piffeth 
againft the wall, and him that is fhut up and 
left in Ifrael, and will take away the remnant 
of the houfe of Jeroboam, as a man taketh a- 
_ way dung, till it be all gone. 11 Him that di- 

eth of Jeroboam in the city, fhall the dogs eat : 
’- and him that dieth in the field, fhall the fowls 
of the air eat : for the Lorn hath fpoken it, 12 
Arife thou therefore, get thee to thine own 
houfe ; and when thy feet enter into the city, 
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the child fhall die. 13 And all Iftael fhall 
mourn for him, and bury him: for he only of 
Jeroboam fhall come to the grave, becaufe in 
him there is found /ome good thing toward the 
Lorp God of Ifrael, in the houfe of Jeroboam. 
14 Moreover, the Lorp fhall raife him up a 
king over Irael, who fhall cut off the houfe of 
Jeroboam that day: but what? éven now. 15 
For the Lorn {hall {mite Ifrael, as a reed is fha- 
ken in the water, and he fhall root up Ifrael out 


of this good land, which he gave to their fa- 


thers, and fhall fcatter them beyond the river, 
becaufe they have made their groves, provo- 
king the Lorp to anger. 16 And he fhall give 
Ifrael up, becaufe of the fins of Jeroboam, who 
did fin, and who made Ifrael to fin. 174 And 
Jeroboam’s wife arofe, and departed, and. came 
to Tirzah: and when fhe came to the threfhold 
of the door, the child died. 18 And they buri- 
ed him, and all Ifrael mourned for him, accor- 
ding to the word of the Lorn, which he fpake 
by the hand of his fervant Ahijah the prophet. 
1g And the reft of the acts of Jeroboam, how . 
he warred, and how he reigned, behold, they 
are written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Ifrael. 20 And the days which Jero- 
boam reigned, were two and twenty years: 
and he flept with his fathers, and Nadab his fon 
reigned in his ftead. 


When thofe that fet up idols, and keep them up, go to in- 
quire of the Lord, he determines to anfwer them, not accord- 
ing to the pretenfions of their inquiry, but according to the mul- 
titude of their idols, Ezek. xiv. 4. So Jeroboam is anfwered. 
here ; he prevented her inqniry concerning the child, and fore- 
tells the ruin of Jeroboam’s houfe for the wickednefs of it. 
No one elfe durft have carried fuch a meflage; a fervant-would 
have fmothered it, but his own wife cannot be fufpected of ill- 
will to him. 

1. God calls himfelf the Lord God of I/rael; this [frael 
had forfaken God ; God had not caft them off, nor given them 
a bill of divorce for their whoredoms ; he is Ifrael’s God, and 
therefore will take vengeance on him who did them the great- 
eft mifchief he could do them, debauched them, and drew them 
away from him. 

2. He upbraids Jeroboam with the great favour he had be-~ 
{towed tipon him, in making him king, exalting him from a- 
mong the people, the common people, to be prince over God’s 
chofen Ifrael, and taking the kingdom from the houfe of Da- 
vid, to beftow it upon him, Whether we keep an account of 


-God’s mercies to us or no, he doth, and will fet even them in 


order before us} if we be ungrateful, to our greater confufion 3 
otherwife he gives, and upbraids not. 

3. He chargeth him with impiety and apoftacy, and his i- 
dolatry particularly: Thou haf déne evil above allihat were bea 
fore thee, ver.g. Saul, that was rejected, never worthipped i- - 
dols ; Solomon did it but occafionally, in his dotage, and ne- 
ver made Ifrael to fin; Jeroboam’s calves, though pretended 
to be fet up in honour of the God of Ifrael, that brought thens 
up out of Egypt, yet are here called other gods, or {trange gods, 
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becaufe in them he worthipped God, as the heathen worfhipped 
their ftrange god; becaufe by them he changed the truth of God 
intoa lie, and reprefented him altogether other than he is ; and 
becaufe many of the ignorant worthipyers terminated their devo- 
tion in the image, and did not at all regard the God of Ifrael. 
Though they were calves of gold, the rtchnefs of the metal was 
fo far from making them acceptable to God, that they provoked 
him to anger, defignedly affronted him, under colour of pleafing 
him.—In doing this, (1.) He had not fet David before him, 
ver. 8. Thou haf not been as my Servant David, who, though 
he had his faults, and fome bad ones, yet he never forfook the 
worfhip of God, nor grew loofe or cold to that; his faithful 
adherence to that gained him this honourable charaéter, that 
he followed God with all his heart, 
fed foran'example'to all’ his fucceflors 3 thofe did not do well, 
that didnot do'like David! (2) He had ‘not Jet God before 
him, but, wer! 91! Thou haft caft me behind thy back, my law, my 
fear neglected me, forgotten me, and preferred thy policies be- 
fore my: precepts. ; 

4. He:foretells'the utter ruin of Jeroboam’s houfe, ver. 10, 
11. :He thought by his idolatry to eftablith his government, 
and by‘that she not’ only loft “it, but brought deftruétion upon 
his family: s‘univerfal ‘dé(trution of all the males, whether fhut 

“up or-left, married ‘or’unmarried.”” Shameful deftruction ; they 
fhall bestaken. away as'‘dung, which is loathfome, and eua 
men ane plad:to'be'rid’ of. °° He worfhipped dunghill-deities, 
and God removed"his ‘fathily as’ a great dunghill ; and noble 
royal families, ( 
nfual deftruction’s their very” dead bodies fhould be meat for 
the dogs.in the ftreet; 

5- He foretells the immediate death was 
now fick, ver, 14; -13.'''( 1.) In mercy ‘to him, left, if he live, 
he beinfegted with ‘thé fin; 
father’s houfes Obferve the’ charaGer iven of him: Jn him 
was found fome good thing towards the aw God of frael, in 
the houfe. of Feroboati: He' only had ‘an affection tor the true 


- worfhip of God; and ‘difliked the’ worthip of the calves. Note, ~] 


(1.] Ehoferare good, tn dohdny “Gre good things towards. the 
Lord God of Tfracls 60d inélinations, good ‘intentions, good: 
defires.: towards ‘him. | [2.] ‘Where’ there’is but fome good 
thing of that kindy it wilP be foand, | 
be it never for little, ‘and is pleafed With it. "3.7 A. litle 
Grace goes ‘a great way with’ préat folks.” ‘It is fo rare to: find 
princes well: affested’ to réligion, that when they are fo, they 
are worthy ‘of double honours? [4.] Pious difpofitions are in 
a peculiar:manneramiable tind acceptable when they are found: 
in thofethat are younp. “Phe divine ‘imagé in miniature, has. 
a peculiar beauty and hiftre in it.” f 5.] Thofe that are pood 
in bad 'times>dnd places, fhine very bright in the éyes of God. 
A. good: child Gn'the how/e of Feroboam, is x miracle of divine: 
grace; tobe their untainted, is like’‘being in the fiery furnace. 


unhurt, gnfinged:s“Obferve’ the’ care taken of him: he only | 


of all Jeéroboam’s family fhall die in’ honour’; fhall’ be buried, ‘ 
and fhall be lamented, as one ‘that lived defired.” Note, Thofe 
that are diftinguifhed by' the divine grace, fhall be diftinguifhed 
by the divine provideicé This hopeful child dies firft of all 
-the family ; for God ‘often takes them Jooneft whom he loves beft ; 
heaven is the fitteft place for'tlem: ‘this earth’ is’ not, worthy 
of them.  (2.)° In ‘wrath to the family. It was a fign the fa- 
mily would be ruined when he was taken 
have been reformed. * The righteous ate removed from the e- 
vil to come in this world, to the ‘good to come ina better . 
world.——Tt is an ill omen to 
are buried out of it’; 


the re(t is for the fire. It is likewife a prefent affli@tion to the 
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and herein he was propo-. | 


_boam had eftablithed,. 
blind leaders, 


if wicked; aré no better in God’s account. Une 


or the birds of prey in the field, yer. 11, 
Thus-evil purfues fioners:’ Seé this fulfilled, chap. xxv. 207) 1h 


of the: child’that was |, the guilty And in 


and fo involved in the ruin of his — 


God that feeks it, fees it, 


» 2 Chronz xiiie 20. The Lord firuck him with fome fore’ dif.’ 


‘by. whom it Might: | 


a family, when the beft in thet 
when what was valuable is picked ‘out, 
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family and kingdom, by which both ought to have been better. - 


ed. 
reach home time enough to fee her child alive. 
enter into the city, jult then fall the child die. 


When thy feet 


This was to be 


It aggravated it to the poor mother, that the fhould not. . 


a fign to her of the accomplifhment: of the reft of the threaten- ; 


ings, as » Sam. ii. 34. 


\ 6. He foretells the fetting up of another family to rule over i. 


Ifrael, ver. 14. ~ This was fulfilled in Baatha of Iffachar, who 


confpired againft’ Nadab the fon of Jetoboam, in the fecond 


year of his reign, murderéd’ him and’ all’ his family. But 


what, even now? What do I {peak of it as a» thing at a'dif= 


tance? It is at the door, it thall be done even now. Some~’ 
times God makes quick. work with finners; he did fo with 
the houfe of Jeroboam. 
his firft elevation, to the final extirpation of his family, ~ 

7, He-foretells the 
people of Ifrael, 


It is here foretold, ver. 15. (1.) 


like a-reed in: the-dvater.. After they! left the houfe of David, » 


great diforders and diftarbances among the people. A 
fhould erelong be totally expelled out of their land, that good . 


land, and:given up to ruin; ver: 16.' "This was fulfilled ithe: 


Tt'was not twenty-four years from __ 


judgments which fhould come’upon the 
for conforming to the worlhip which Jero- >> 
Lf the blind lead: the blind, both the — 
and the blind followers, fhall_fal/ into the ditch. 
That they fhould never be. 
_ eafy, nor rightly fettled in? their land, but continijally /oaken 


_the goyerninent never ‘continued long in one family ; but ones: 
| undermined and deftroyed another, which mutt needs occafiow. .- 
That they- 


captivity of the ten tribes, by the king) of Affyria. © Families 


and kingdoms are ruined by fin, ryined by. the-wickednefs- of? 
the heads of them. Feroboam did fin, and made. Lrael to fine 
If great'men do wickedly, they involve many others both in 


~~ 


Fig 


the’{nare'; mtiltitades foow their’ pernicious 


ways: They goto hell witha long train, and their condemnae? ( ~ 


tion will be mare intolerable, who muft' anfwer- not ‘only “for- 


oh a | 


theit own: fins, but for'the fins which others have been drawn 


into, and kept in, by their influence. f 


Lord; 


for its beauty, Cant. vi. 4. But death cannot; be fhut out; 


Hither fhe came, and here we leave her attending the funeral — 


,, Of her fon, and expedting ‘the fate of her aenibyh 2% SOU Ne Te 
Uf, The child died, ver.'17, and-juttly did all Ifrael thourn; = 
whomthey were not ~~ 
Worthy of, but becauft his death placked up the flood-gates, and» : 
at which an‘inundation of judgments broke in. 


not only for the lofs of fo hopeful a:prince, 


made a breach, An. 
2dly, Jeroboam himfelf died foon after, ver. 20. Tt is faid, 


eafe, fo that he ‘died miferably, when he had: réigned twenty-> 
two years yi andileft ‘his*crown to» a fon who loft it, and’ his- 


life too, and all the lives of his family, within ten years after, 
For a farther account of him, if 
nals of his reign, drawn up: by ‘his own fecretaries, or to ‘the’ 
public recofds, like thofe an the Tower, called here, The book’ 
| or regifien of the chronicles of the kings of Lfrael, to which then’ 
 recoutfe might.be had.5. but not being divinely infpired, they. 
are long fince loft...» i) PAB aorta: eis Baie 


the reader is referred to the an-_ 


but home fhe goes witha heavy heart, to their houfe ~~ 
in Tirzah, a:/zeet delightful place ; fo the name fignifies, famed” - 


Jeroboam’s wife has nothing to fay againit the word of the 
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from it, which will {tain its beauty and embitter all its delights... 
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ther’s name was Naamah.an Ammonitefs. 22 
And Judah did evil in the fight of the Lorp, 
and they provoked him to jealoufy with their 
fins which they had committed, above all that 
their fathers had done. 2 3 For they alfo built 
them high places, and images, and groves on 
every high hill, and under every green tree. 
24 And there were alfo Sodomites in the land, 
and they did according to all the:abominations 
of the nations which the Lorp caft out before 
the children of Iftael. 25" And it came to pafs 
in the fifth year. of king Rehoboam, that Shi- 
thak king of Egypt came up.againft Jerufalem: 
26 And he took away the treafures of the houfe 
of the Lorn, and the treafures of the king’s 


houfe, he even took away all;_and he took a- 
way all the fhields of gold which Solomon had 
made. «27 And king Rehoboam made in their: 
{fteadbrafen’ fhields, and’ commited them unto 
the hands of the chief of the guard, which kept 
the door of the king’s houfe. 28 And it was./2, 
when the king went into the houfe.of the Lorp, 
that the guard bare them,-and brought them 
back into'the puard-chamber, 29 { Now the 
reft of the adts of Réhoboam, and all that. he - 
- did, are they. not. written .in.the book. ,of the 
chronicles of the -kings.of Judah?. 30 And there 
was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all 
their days. 3% And Rehoboam flept with his 
fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the 
city of David: and his.mother’s name was 
Naamah. an Ammonite(s.....And Abiyam his 
‘fon reigned in his ftead. beg Mahe 
-Judah’s tory and Ifrael’s‘are intermixed in this book. Jee. 
roboam outlived Rehoboam four or five years ; yet his hiftory” 


“is difpatched. firft, that the account of Rehoboam’s reign may. 


be laid togethers, anda fad account it Isaice 
_ 1. Here is.no.good faid of the kings . All the account we: 
have of him. here, is,-.(1,) That, he was forty-one years old, 
when he began to reign ;..and,. by that 
“in the laft year of Davidy’and had his education, and the form. 


ing of his mind, in the bet days of Solomon; yet he lived not... 


up to it... Solomon’s defeétion, at lat did more to corrupt him, 
_than-his wifdom and devotion had done to. principle him well, 
(2.) That he. reigned feventeen years in. Jervfalem, | the city 
where God put-his name, where he had ‘Opportunity, enough-to 
know his daty, if he had but. hada heart.to.do itt. 
his mother. was Naamah an “Ammonites; this is 
tioned, yer. 21, 31. It. was {trange David would marry his; 


fon Solomon to -an Ammonitefs, | (for it was done while he 5 


lived); but it is likely Solomon was in love with her, becaufe. 
fhe was Naamah, a beauty, fo it fignifies, and his father was 
loth to crofs:him, bnt.it proved to have a very ill influence up-. 
on polterity. . Probably, the, 
monitey who was kin. to David, 2 Sam. xvii. 27.5: and Da- 
vid was too willing to requite him by matching his fon into his 
family. None.can imagine how Ta{ting and how fatal the con- 
requences maybe of being unequally yoked with unbelievers. 


Ke FN Gs 


_Magnificence of their temple, 


“pives of thé wickednefs of the Gentile world, Rom. i, 


“and weakeneth any people. 


reckoning, he was born - 


634) That is 


twice men--. 


was daughter to Shobi the Am- . 


5°9 


(4.) That he had continual war with Jeroboam, ver. 30 which 
could not but be a perpetual uneafinefs to. him. (5.) That 
when he had reigned but feventeen years, he died, and left his 
throne to his,fon. His father, and grandfather, and grand- 


& 


_ fon, that reigned well, reigned long, forty years apiece ; but fin 


often fhortens mens lives and comforts. 

2. Here is a great deal of 
tq their character, and their condition. 

iff, See here how wicked and profane they were: It isa 
moft fad account that is here given of their apottafy from God, 
ver. 22,24. Judah, the 
the world, did evil in his Sight, 
and the tokens of his fpecial prefence with them 3 they provo- 
ked him to jealoufy, as the adulterous wife provokes her hufband, 
by breaking the marriage-covenant. Their fathers had been 
bad enough, efpecially in the times-of the judges, but they did 
abominable things above all that their Sathers had done, 
the pomp of their priefthood, and 
all the fecular advantages with which their religion was attend- 
ed, could not prevail to keep them tight to it; nothing lef 
than the pouring out of the Spirit from on high, 
Ifrael in their allegiance to him.——The 
the wickednefs of the Jews, agrees with that which the apoftle 
21524. 
So that both Yews and Gentiles are all alike unter fin, i 


il faid of the kingdom, both as » 


only profefling people God had in «: 
in contempt and defiance of him, - 


The ; 


will keep God?s: ° 
account “here given of 


ha 


Rom. . 


iit. 19. (1.) They became vain in their imaginations -concérn-° | 


ing God, and changed his Slory into an. image; 
them: high places, images and groves, yers.2 3. profaning God’s 
name, by affixing it to their images, and. ordinances, by ferving 
their idols with them. They. foolifhly fancied that they ex~- 


for they built | 


ss 


alted God, when they worfhipped him on high hills and plea: - 


of green trees. 
thofe idolaters,. 
the land, ver..24. 


and then God left them to difhonour themfelves.by another. 


They profaned the privileges of a holy nation; therefore God | 
hearts Jufts, to imitate the abomina- 


gave them up to their own 


fed him when they worfhipped. him under the pleafant fhaduw’ 
» (2) They were given up to vile affections) as. 

Rom. i-26,'27.; for there. were Sodomites in: 
men with men working that which is unfeem.. 
Jy, and not to be thought of, much lefs mentioned, without abe. 
horrence and indignation. ~ They difhonoured God by one'fin, «0 


tions of the. accurfed “Canaanites ; and herein the. Lord was | 


righteous. -. And “when they did hhe them that were caft out; 
how could they expec any other but to be.calt out like.them ? 
2dly, See here how weak and 
theconfequent of the former. Sin expofeth, 
Shifhak king of Egypt .came au 
gainft them ; and fo far, either by force or furrender, made 
himfelf mafter of Jerufalem iff, that he took away the trea- 


fures, both of the temple and of the exchequer, of the houfe of -~ 


the Lord, and of the king’s houfe, which David and Solomon 
had amaffed, ver. 2 55 26. ~, Thofe, 
to make this defcent; and to fave the reft, Rehoboam perhaps 
tamely furrendered them, as Ahab, chap. xx. 4. He alfo tock 
away the golden ‘fhields, that were made but in his father’s. 
time, ver. 26. ;\ thefe the king of Egypt. carried off ag trophies 
of his victory 3_and inftead of them, Rehoboam made. brazen 
fhields, which the life-guard. carried before him, whet_he “went 
to church in flate, ver. 27,28. ° This was an emblem of the 
diminution .of his glory. Sin makes ‘the gold become dim, 
changes the maft fine gold, and turns it into brafs. We com- 
mend Rehoboam for going to she houfe 
the oftener forthe rebuke he had been under, and do not.con- 
demn-him for going in pomp. Great men fhould honour God 
with their honour, 
ed by it. 


of the Lord, perhaps. 


poor they were; and this was ~ 
impoverifheth, 


it is likely, tempted him - 


‘and then they are themfelyes moft honour-. - 
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‘CHAP. XY: 

In this chapter we have an abjira&t of the biftory, I. Of two 
of the kings of Judah, (1.) Abijam, thedays of whole 
reign were few and evil, vet. 1,8. (2,) A/a, who 
reigned well and long, yet. Gy--25. Ul. Of two of the 
kings of Ifrae/, Nadab the fon of Feroboam, and Baajha 

' the deftroyer of Feroboam's houfe, ver. 25,-——-34- : 


OW in the eighteenth year of king Jero- 

boam the fon of Nebat, reigned Abyam 
over Judah. 2 Three years reigned he in Jeru- 
falem: and his mother’s name was Maachah, 
the daughter of Abifhalom. 3 And he walked 
in all the fins of his father, which he had done 
before him: and his heart was not perfect with 
the Lorp his God, as the heart of David his fa- 
ther. 4 Neverthelefs, for David’s fake did the 
Lorp his God give hima lamp in Jerufalem, 
to fet up his fon after him, and to eftablifh Je- 
rufalem: 5 Becaufe David did that which. was 
right in the eyes of the Lorp, and turned not 
‘afide from any thing that he commanded him 
all the days of his life, fave only m the matter 
of Uriah the Hittite. 6 And there was war be- 
tween Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days of 
his life. 7 Now the reft of the aéts of Abijam, 
and all that he did, aré they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 
And there was war between Abijam and Jero- 
boam. 8 And Abijam. flept with his fathers, 
and they buried him in the city of David: and 
Afa his fon reigned in his ftead.. ~ 


We have here a fhort account of the fhort reign of Abijam 
‘the fon of Rehoboam king of Judah. © He makes a better fi- 
gure, 2 Chron. xiil.; where ‘we have an account of his war 
with Jeroboam, the fpeech he made before the armies engaged, 
and the wonderful victory he obtained by the help of God, 
than he doth here. There he is called Abijah, My father is 
the Lord, becaufe no wickednefs is there Jaid to his’ charge ; 
But here, where we are told of his faults, ah, the name of 


God, is, in difgrace to him, taken away from his name, and he 


is called Abijam, Jer. xxii. 24. 
Little particular is related concerning him. (1.) He be- 


gan his reign in the beginning of Jeroboam’s eighteenth year ;_ 


for Rehoboam reigned but feventeen, chap. xiv. 21. Jeroboam 
indeed furvived Rehoboam but Rehoboam’s Abijah lived to 
fucceed him, and to be a terror to Jetoboam, while Jeroboam’s 
Abijah, whom we read of, chap. xiv. 1. | died’ before’ him, 
(2.) He reigned but three years, fearce that 3 fot he died be- 
fore the end of Jeroboam’s twentieth “year, ver. 19. Being 
made proud and fecure by his great victory over Jeroboam, 
2 Chron. xill. 21. 
Afa, who would be a better man. (3.) His mother’s name 
avas Maachah the daughter of Abifhalom, vix. Abfalom, Da- 
vid’s fon, as 1 am the rather inclined to think, becaufe two o- 
~ ther of Rehoboam’s wives were his near relations, 2 Chron. 
xi. 18.3; one the daughter of Jerimoth David’s fon; and ano- 
ther the daughter of Eliab, David’s brother. He took: warn- 
ing by his father, not to marry ftrangers ; yet thought it below 
him to marry his fubjeéts, except they were of the royal fami- 


’ 


‘ 


God cut him off to make way for his fon | 
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ly. (4) That he carried on his father’s wars with Jeroboam, 

. Ag there was continual war between Rehoboam and. Jeroboam, ~ 
not fet battles, thofe were forbidden, chap. xii. 24. but frequent 
rencounters, efpecially upon the borders; one making incur. 
fions and reprifals on the other: fo there was war between A- 
bijam and Jeroboam, ver. 7.5 till Jeroboam with a great army 
invaded him; and then Abijam, not being forbidden to act in 
his own defence, routed him, and weakened him, that he quiet- 
ed_him the reft of his reign, 2 Chron. xii. 20. 

But in general we are here told, (1.) That he was not like 
David, had no hearty affe@tion for the ordinances of God; 
though, to obferve his purpofe againft Jeroboam, he pleaded 
his poffeffion of the temple and priefthood, as that which he 
valued himfelf upon, 2 Chron. xii. 10, 11. 12. Many boaft 
of their profeffion of godlinefs, that are ftrangers to the power. 
of it; and plead the truth of their religion, who yet are not 
true to it. His heart was not perfec with the Lord his God » 
he feemed to have zeal, but he wanted fincerity; he began - 
pretty well, but he fell off, and walked in all the fins of his fa- 
ther ; followed his bad example, though he had feen the ill 
confequences of it. He that was all his days in war, ought 
to have been fo wife, as to make and keep his peace with God, 
and not to make him his enemy, efpecially having found him fo 
good a friend in his war with Jeroboam, 2 Chron. xii. 18. 
Let favour be fhewed the wicked, yet will he not learn righte- 

- oufne/s, Ma. xxvic 10. (2.) That yet it was for David’s fake 
that he was advanced, and continued upon the throne: it was 
for his fake, ver. 4, 5. that God thas /et up bis fon after him; 
not for his own fake, or the fake of his father, whofe fteps he’ 
trode in, but-for the fake of David, whofe example he would 
not follow. Note, It indicates the fin of a degenerate feed, 
that they fare the better for the piety of their anceftors, and 
owe their bleflings to it, and yet will not imitate it. ‘They 
{tand upon that bottom, and yet defpife it, and trample upon 
it, and unreafonably ridicule and oppofe that which they enjoy 
the benefit of. The kingdom of Judah was fupported, [1.] 
_ That David might have a lamp, purfuant to the divine erdina- 
“tion of a lamp for his anointed, Pfal. cxxxit. 17. [2i] That 
Jerufalery- might be eftablifhed ; not only that the honours put — 
upon it im Davjd’s and Solomon’s time might be preferved to 
| it, but that it might be referved to the honours defigned for it 
in after-times..'The charaéter here given of David is very greats 
that he did that which. was right in the eyes of the Lord; but 
“the exception very remarkable, fave only in the matter of Uriahy 
including both his’ murder, and the debauching of his wife. 
| That! was a-bad matter; it was a remaining blot upon his name, 
a bar inj his ‘efcutchion, and the reproach of it was not wiped 
_ away, though the guilt was. David was guilty of other faults, 
but they were nothing in compatifon with that; yet even that 
being repented of, though it be mentioned for warning to others, — 
did not prevail to throw him out) of covenant, nor to cut off _ 
_ the entail of the promife upon his feed. i 
9 ¥ And in the: twentieth year of .Jeroboam 
king of Hrael, reigned Afa over Judah. 10:And — 
forty and one* yeats reigned he in Jerufalem : 
and his mother’s name was Maachah, the daugh-. 
ter of Abifhalom.. rz And Afa did that which 
was right-in the eyes of the Lorn, as.did Da- 


|’ vid his father. 12:And: he took away the So-_ 


‘ 


idols that his fathers had made, 13 And alfo- 
Maachah his mother, even her he removed from 

being queen, becaufe fhe had made an idol in ay 

| oe grove; 


-domites out of the land, and removed all the © 
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grove; and Afa deftroyed her idol, and burnt 
it by the brook Kidron. ~ 14 But the high pla- 
ces were not removed: neverthelefs, Afa, his 
heart was perfect with the Loap all his days, 
15 And he brought in the things which his fa- 
ther had dedicated, and the things which him- 
felf had dedicated, into the houfe of the Lorp, 
filver and gold, and veffels. 16 @ And there 
Was war between Afa and Baafha king of Ifrael 
all their days. 17 And Baatha king of Iftael 
went up againit Judah, and built Ramah, that 
he might not fuffer any to go out or come in to 
Afa king of Judah. 18 Then. Afa.took all the 
filver and the gold that were left.in the treafures 
of the houfe of the Lorp, and the treafures of 
the king’s houfe, and delivered them ‘into the 
hand of his fervants: And king ‘Afa fent them 
to Ben-hadad the fon of Tabrimon, the fon of 
Hezion. king of Syria, that dwelt at Damatfcus, 
faying, x19 Theneis a league between me and 
thee, and between my father and thy father : 
behold, I have fent unto thee a prelent-6f filver 
and gold; come and break thy league with 
Baatha king of Ifrael, that he may depart from 
me.’ 20 So Ben-hadad hearkened unto king 


_Afa, and fent the captains of the hoft which he 
_ had, againf{ the cities of Ifrael, and fnicte I jon, 


and Dan,.and Abel-beth-Maachah, and all Cin- 
neroth, with all the land of Naphtali.. 21 And 
it came to pafs, when Baatha heard thereof, that 
he left off building of Ramah, and dwelt in Tir- 
zah... 22 Then king Afa made a proclamation 
throughout all Judah, (none, was exempted) 
and they took away the ftones of Ramah, and 
the timber thereof, wherewith Baafha had build- 


ed, and king Afa built with them Geba of Ben- 
jamin, and Mizpeh. 23 The reft of all the ads | 


of Afa, and all his’ might, and all that he did, 


and the cities which he built, are they not writ. | 
ten in the book of the chronicles of the kings — 


of Judah? Neverthelefs, in thé time of his old _ 
_ age he was difeafed in. his feet. . 


flept with his fathers, and was buried with his 
fathers in the city of David his father: 
hofhaphat his fon reigned in his ftead, 
' We have here a fhort account of the reign of Af. We 
fhall find a more copious hiftory of it, 2 Chron. xiv. xy. and 
Xi. we 
_ Here is, 1. The length of it: He reigned forty-one years in 
Jervfalem, ver. 10. In the account we have of the ‘kings of 
‘Judah, we find the number of the good: kings /and the bad ones 


pretty near equal 5 but then we may obferye, to. our comfort, | 
_ that the reign of the good kings was generally long, but that of 


the bad kings fhort ; the confideration of which will make the 
fate of God’s church not altogether fo'bad within that period 
as it at-firft feems. Length of days is within Wifdom’s 1 ght 


e 


eer Nees: 


24 And Afa | 
and Je- | 


. 
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hand. Honour thy father, much more thy Heavenly Father, 
that thy days may-be long. 

2. The general good chara@ter of it: ver. rr. Afa did that 
which qwas right in the eyes of the Lord; and that is right in- 
deed which is fo in God’s eyes. Thofe are approved whom 
he commendeth. He did as did David his father ; kept clofe 


' to God, and to his inftituted worfhip ; was hearty and zeal- 


ous for-that which gave him this honourable charaéter, that he_ 
was like David, though he was not a prophet, nor'a pfalmitt,- 

as David.was. If we come up to the graces of thofe that are 

gone before us, it will: be our praife with God, though we 

come fhort of their gifts. Afa was like David, though he was 

neither fuch a conqueror, nor fuch an author 3 for his heart 

was perfed withthe Lord all his days, ver. 14.3 i. e. he was . 
both cordial and ¢onftant in his religion. What he did for 

God he was fincere in, fteady and uniform, and did it from a 

good principle, with a fingle eye to the glory of God. 

3. Lhe particular inftances of’ A fa’s piéty.. “His times were 
times of reformation. For, (1:) He removed that which was 
evil... There reformation begins; and'a great deal of work of 
that kind his hand found to do: for though it was but twenty 
years after the death of Solomon that he began to reign, yet 
very grofs corruptions had {pread fat, ‘and “taken ‘deep root. 
Immorality he fir {track at ¢ He? took away the Sodomites 
out of the land, fuppreffed the bawdy-honfes : for how can. ei- 
ther prince or people profper, while thofe cages of unclean and 


filthy birds, more dangerous than peft-houfes are fuffered to re- 


main? Then he proceeded againft idolatry: He removed all 
the idols, even thofe shar bis father had made, vir. 12.5 and 
af his father made’ them, ‘he ‘was the ‘more. concerned to re- 


‘move them; that he might cutoff the entail’of the curfe, and 


prevent the-vifiting of that iniquity upon him and his. Nay, 
which redounds much to his honour, and fhews his heatt was 
perfe& with God, when he found’ idolatry in the court, he 
rooted it out thénce, ver."13.; when it appears, that Maachala 
hig mother, or rather ‘his grandmother, (but called his mother, 
becaufe fhe had the education of him in_ his childhood), had. 
an idol in a grove, though fhe, was his mother, 
ther, though it is likely, the had ‘a particular fondnefs for it, 
though, being old, fhe could not live Jong to patronize it, 
though fhe kept it for her own ufe only ; yet he would by no 
means connive at it. Reformation mult begin at home. Ill 
practices will never be fuppreffed in the country while they are 
fupported in the court. Aff, in every thing elfe, will honour 
and refpeét his mother ; he loves her well, but he loves his 


God better ; and, like the Leyvites, Deat. xxxiii. g. bravely 


forgets the relation when, it comes in competition with his du- 
ty: and if the be an idolater, [1.] Her idol fhall be deftroy- 
ed, publicly expofed to contempt, defaced, and burnt to afhes 
by the brook Kidron, on.which it is probable he_{trewed the 
afhes, in imitation of Mofes, Exod. xxxii, 20. and jin token 
of his deteftation of idolatry, and his indignation at it, where- 
ever he found it. Let no remains of a court idol appear. 
(2.] She fhall be depofed. He removed her from being 
queen, 4. e. from converfing with his wife ; he banifhed her 


} the court, and confined her to an obfcure and private life. 


They that have power are happy when thus they have hearts 
to ufe it well. (2,) He re-eftablithed that which was good : 
ver. 15. Ele brought into the houfe of God the dedicated things, 
which he himfelf had vowed out of the fpoils of the Ethiopians 
he had conquered, and which his father had vowed, but lived 
not to bring in purfuant to his vow. We muft not only ceafe 
to do evil, but learn to do well; not only caft away the idols . 
of our iniquity, but dedicate ourfelyes and our all to God’s 
honour and glory. When thofe that in their infancy were by 
baptifm devoted to God, make it their own act and deed to 
join 


his grandmo- . 
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join themfelves to him, and vigoroufly employ themfelves in 
his fervice, that is bringing in the dedicated things which they 
and their fathers have dedicated ; it is neceflary juftice, render- 
ing to God the things that are his. 

4- The policies of his reign. He built cities himfelf to en- 
courage the increafe of his people, ver. 23. and to inyite o- 
thers to him by the conveniences of habitation; and he was 
very zealons to hinder Baafha from building Ramah, becaufe 
he defigned it for the cutting off of communication between 
his people and Jerufalem, and to hinder thofe who, in obedi- 
ence to God, would come to worfhip there. An enemy mutt 
by no means be fuffered to fortify a frontier town, 

5. The faults of his reign.. In both the things for which 
he was praifed he is found defedtive : the faireft chara@ers are 
not without fome bu¢ or other in them. (1.) Did he take a- 
way the idols? That was well: But the high places were not 
removed, ver. 14. Therein his reformation fell fhort. He 
removed all images which were rivals with the true God, or 
falfe reprefentations of him; but.the altars which were fet up 
in high places, and to which thofe facrifices were brought 
which fhould have been offered on the altar in the temple, 
thofe he fuffered to {tand, thinking there was no great harm in 
them, they having been ufed by good men before the temple 
was built, and being loth to difoblige the people, who had a 

-kindnefs for them, and were wedded to them both by cuftom 

. and convenience ; whereas in Judah and Benjamin, the onl 
tribes under Afa’s government, which Jay fo nearJerufalem and 

- the altars there, there was lefs pretence for them than in thofe 
tribes that lay more remote. They were againft the law, which 
obliged them to worthip af one place, Deut. xii. 11. leflened 


mens efteem of the temple, and the altars there; and were an_ 


open gap for idolatry to enter in at, while the people were fo 
much addiéted to it. It was not well that Afa, when bis hand 
was in, did not remove thefe ; neverthele{s his heart was per- 
Je@ with the Lord. This affords us a comfortable note, ‘hat 
thofe may be found honeft and upright with God, and be ac- 
, cepted of him, who yet, in fome inftances,, come fhort of do- 
ing the good they might and fhould do. The perfection which 
is made the indifpenfible condition of the new covenant, is not 
to be underftood of finlefsnefs, (then we were all undone), but 
fincerity. (2.) Did he bring in the dedicated things? That 
was well; but he afterwards alienated the dedicated things, 


when he took the gold and filver out of the houfe of God, and * 


fent it as a bribe to Benhadad, to hire him to break his league 
with Baafha, and, by making an inroad upon his country, to 
. give him a diverfion from the building of Ramah, ver. 17, 
19. Here he finned, [:.] In tempting Benhadad to break his 
Teague, and {o to violate the public faith. If he did ill to do 
it, as certainly he did, Afa did ill to perfuade him to do it. 
[2.] In that he could not truft God, who had done fo much 
for him, to free him out of this {trait, without his ufing fuch 
indirect means to help himfelf. 3-] In taking the gold out 
of the treafury of the temple, which was mot to be made ufe 
of but on extraordinary occafions. The project fucceeded’; 
Benhadad. made a defcent upon the Jand of Tfrael, which o- 
bliged Baatha to retire with his whole force from. Ramah, ver. 
20, 21. which gave Afa a fair Opportunity to demolith his 
works there, and the timber and ftones ferved him for the build- 
ing of fome cities of his own, ver. 22. . But though the de- 
fign profpered, we find it was difpleafing to God; and though 
Afa valued himfelf upon the policy of it, and promifed himfelf, 
that it wouid effe@ually fecure his peace, he.is told by a pro- 
phet, that he had done foolifhly, and that from thenceforth he 
Joould have wars. See 2 Chron, xvi. 7,—9. 
6. The troubles of his reign. For the moft part he prof- 
pered: but, (1.) Baatha king of Ifrael was a very troublefome 
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neighbour to him, He reigned twenty-four years, and all his 
days had war, more of lefs, with Afa, ver. 16. This was the 
efte&t of the divifion of the kingdoms, that they were continu- 
ally vexing one another, and fo weakening one another; which 
made them both an eafier prey to the common enemy. (2.) 
‘In his old age he was himfelf afflicted with the gout: he was 
difeafed in his feet, which made him lefs fit for bufinefs, and 
peevifh towards thofe about him. 40. 

7. The conclufion of his reign. The aéts of it were more 
largely recorded in the common hiftory (to which reference is 
here had, ver. 23.) than in this facred one. He reigned long, 
but finifhed at laft with honour, and left his throne to a fuc;:. 
ceflor no way inferior to him, 


25 4 And Nadab the fon of Jeroboam be- 
gan to reign over Ifrael in the fecond year of | 
Afa king of Judah, and reigned over Ifrael two 
years. 26 And he did evil in the fight of the 
Lorp, and walked in the way of his father, and 
in his fin wherewith he made Ifrael to fin. ‘25 
q And Baafha the fon of Ahijah, of the houfe — 
of Iffachar, confpired againft him ; and Baafha 
{mote him at Gibbethon, which delongeth to 

_ the Philiftines, (for Nadab, and all Ifrael laid 
fiege to Gibbethon). 28 Even in the third 
year of Ala king of Judah, did Baatha flay him, 
and reigned in his ftead.. 29 And it came to 
pafs when he reigned, that he fmote all the 
houfe of Jeroboam, he left not to Jeroboam’ a- 

ny that breathed, until he had deftroyed him, 
according unto the faying of the Lorp, which 
he fpake by his fervant Ahijah the Shilonite : 
30 Becaufe of the fins. of Jeroboam which’ he 
finned, and which he made Ifrael fin, by his 
provocation wherewith he provoked the Lorp 
God of Ifraelto anger. 31 4 Now the reft of 
the acts of Nadab, and all that he did, ave they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Ifrael? 32 And there was war between 
Afa.and Baafha king of Ifrael, all their days. 
33 In the third year of Afa king of Judah, :be- 
gan Baafha the fon of Ahijah to reign over all 
lirael in Tirzah, twenty and four years. 34 
And he did evil in the fight of the Lorp, and 
walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his fin 
wherewith he made Ifrael to fin. 


We are now to take a view of the miferable {tate of Ifrael, 
while the kingdom of Judah was happy under A fa’s good go- 
vernment. It was threatened, that they fhould be as a reed 

Joaken in the waters, chap. xiv. 1 5. and fo they were, when, 
during the fingle reign of Afa, the government of their king- 
dom was in fix or feven different hands, as we find in this and- 
the following chapter. Jeroboam was upon the throne in the 
beginning of his reign, and Ahab at the end of it; between 
whom were Nadab, Baafha, Elah, Zimri, Tibni, and Omri, 
undermining and deftroying one another This ‘they got by 
deferting the houfe both of God and of David.. 
‘Here is, «2 The ruin and extirpation of the family of Jeros 

beam, according to the word of the Lord by Ahijah. His 
a fon: 


“Chap, XVI. 


/ 


~ fying; ee bh 
~ the duit, and made thee prince-oyer my people 
Ifrael, and thou haft walked in the way. of Je- | 


, 


I. 


fon Nadab fucceeded him. If the death of his brother Abijah > 
had‘ had a due influence upon him to -make him religious, and 
the honour done him at his death had efgaged him to follow 
his good example, his reign might have been long and glorious; 
but he walked in the way of his father, vet; 26. kept up the 
worfhip of the calves, and forbade his fubje€ts to go up to Je- 
rufalem to worfhip; finned, and made Lfrael to fin; and there- 
fore God brought ruin upon him quickly, in the fecond year 


of his reign. He was befiéging Gibbethon, a city which the 


Philiftines had taken from the Ditiites, and was “endeavouring 


‘to retake it ; and there in the mid{t of -his army did. Baafha, 


‘with others, confpire again{t him, and. kill him, ver. 27. and 
fo little interelt had he in the affeGions of his people, that his 
army did not only’not avenge his death, but chofe his murder- 
er his fucceffor. Whether Baafha did it upon a perfonal pique 
againft Nadab, or to be revenged on the houfe of Jeroboam 
for fome affront received from them ;\ or ‘whether under pre- 
tence of freeing his country from the tyranny of an ill prince ; 
er whether purely from-a principle of ambition, to make way 

for himfelf to the throne, doth not appear ; but he Slew him, 

and reigned in -his flead, ver. 28. And the firit ‘thing he did 


~Avhen he came to the crown, was to’ cut off all the houfe of | 


Jeroboam, that he might the better fecure himfelfj and his own 
-ufurped government, He thought it not enough. to-.imprifon 
-or banifh them, but he deftroyed. them; left not: only none that 
pifled againft the wall, i. e. no males, as was foretold, chap. 
xiv. 10. but none that breathed. Herein he was barbarous, 
‘but God. was righteous. ‘Jeroboarn’s fin was ‘punifhed 3 for 
they that provoke God, do it:to their own confufion. — See Jer. 
vii. 19. Ahijah’s. prophecy was accomplithed, -ver. 29, for 
no word of Ged fhall fall to the ground, Divine, threatenings 
sate mot bugpears Nye ecole te eae seis oe 
2. The elevation of Baafha.' He thall Be tried a while, as 
Jeroboam was. ‘Twenty-four years he reigned: ver! "33+ but 
fhewed it was not from any diflike of Jetoboam’s fin that he 
- deftroyed his family, but from malice and ambition ; for when 
_-he had rooted out the finer, ‘he himfelf clave.to the fin,, and 
* walked in the way of Feroboam, ver. 34. though he had feen 
the end of that way }fo ftrangeély’ was his heart’hardened With 
the deceitfulnefs: of fin. JOE OBE I DO? | 


CHA? Xvi. —e 


; ‘This cbapter is wholly concerning the kingdom of Yrael, and 


“ the revolutions of that kingdom, many in a litle time. 
The utter ruin of Fercboam’s family, after it had been 
» twenty-four years a royal family, we read of in the ¢hap- 
_» ter before. In. this:chapter we havey ls The ruin of Ba- 
_. afha’s family, after it bad been but twenty-six years aroyal 
_ family, foretold by a prophet, ver. 1,—7, and executed by 
~~ Limri, one of his captains, ver. 8,—14. ~I1. The feven 
days reign of Limri, and his fudden fall, ver.-15,—2> 
Ul. The fruggle between Omri and Tibni, and Omri’s 
prevalency, and-his reign, ver. 21,—28. Iv. The begin- 
ning of the reign of Ahab, whom we fhall afierwards 
read much of, ver. 29,—33. V. The rebuilding of Fe- 
‘richo, ver. 34. All this while in Fudab things went 
Pad well. § : {ihat es y } $ i*& ;* - oe - x 
’ HEN the word of the Lorp came to Je- 
hu the fon of Hanani;* againit’ Baafha, 
2 Forafmuch.as I exalted theé ‘out of 


. 


toboam, and haft made:my people Ifrael to ‘fin, 
‘to provoke me to anger with their ‘fins? 3 'Be- 
Vou. I. 


RSet NO ae) 


513 


hold, I will take’ away the poflerity. of Baatha, 
and the pofterity of his houfe: and will make 
thy houfe like the houfe of Jeroboam the fon 
of Nebat. 4 Him that dieth of Baafha in the 
city, fhall the dogs eat: and him that dieth of 
his in the fields, fhall the fowls of the air eat. 


5 Now the reft of the aéts of Baafha, and what 


he did,.and his might, are they not-written in 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of If- 
rael? 6 So Baatha flept with his’ fathers, and 
was buried in Tirzah, and Elah his fon reigned 
in his ftead.. 7 And alfo by the hand of the 
prophet Jehu the fon of Hanani, came the word 
of the Lorp againft Baafha, and againft his 
houfe, even for all the evil that he did in the 
fight.of the Lorp, in provoking him. to anger 
with the work of his hands, in being like the 
houfe of Jeroboam, and becaufe he killed him. 
8 § In the twenty and fixth year of Afa king 
of Judah, began Elah the fon of Baatha to reign 
over Ifrael in'Tirzah,two years. . 9 And his fer- 
vant Zimri (captain of half is chariots) con- 
{pired again{t him as he was in Tirzah,. drink- 


Ing himfelf drunk in the houfe of Arza fteward 
_.of Ais houfe in-Tirzah. 
and. {mote-him,; and killed him, in the. twenty’ 
“and feventh year of Afa king of Judah, and 


1o And ‘Zimri-went in 


reigned in his ftead. r1 {J And it came to pafs 
when he. began to reign, as foon ashe fat on 
his throne, zhat he flew all. the houfe of Baa- 
fha: he left him not one that pifleth againft the 


wall, neither of his kinsfolks, nor of his friends. . 


12 Thus did, Zimri deftroy, all the houfe of. 
Baafha, according .to.the word. of the Lorp, 


>» which he-{pake againft Baafha by Jehu the pro-’ 


phet ;- 13 For all the fins of Baafha, and the 


fins of Elah his fon, by which they finned, and 
. by which they made Ifrael to fin, in provoking 
the .Lorp: God. of Ifrael> to anger with their 
“vanities. 14 Now the reft of the ads of Elah, 


and all that he did, are they not written in the - 


_ book of the chronicles.of the kings of Hrael ? 


Here.is, 1, The ruin of the family of Baafha foretold. He. 


"_was,a man likely enough to have raifed and eftablifhed his fa- » 
“mily, ative, politic, and daring ; but he was an idolater, and 


that brought deftruction upon his family. _ God fent him warn- 
ing of it before, (1-) Thatif he were thereby wrought upon to 
repent and reform, the ruin mighty be prevented; for God 


‘threatens, that he may not {trike, as one that defires not the — 


death of finners. (2.) That if not, it might appear, that the 


_deftruction, when. it did come, whoever might be inftraments 
_ of it, was the act of God’s juftice, and the punifhment of fin. 


‘The warning was fent by Jehu the fon of Hanani. The father 


_was a feer or prophet at the fame time, 2 Chron. xvi. 7. He 


was there fent to Afa king of Judah; but the fon, who was 
young, and more active, was fent on this longer and more dan- 
j 3h gerous 
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gerous expedition to Baafha king of Ifraél. Funiores ad la- 
bores. This Jehu was a prophet, and the fon of a prophet. 
Prophecy, thus happily entailed, was worthy of fo much the 
more honour. This Jehu continued long in his ufefulnefs ; 
for we find him reproving Jehofhophat, 2 Chron. xix. 2. a- 
bove forty years after, and writing the annals of that prince, 
2 Chron. xx. 24. ‘The meflage which this prophet brought 
to Baatha, is much the fame with that which Ahijah fent to 
Teroboam by his wife. [1.] He minds him of the great things 
God had done for him: ver. 2. I exalted thee out of the duft 
to the throne of glory: A great inftance of the divine fove- 
reignty and power, i Sam. 1. 8. _Baafha feemed to have rai- 
fed himfelf by his own treachery and cruelty; yet there 
was.a hand of providence in it, to bring about God’s counfels 
concerning Jeroboam’s.houfe. And God’s owning his advance- 
ment as his a@ and deed, doth by no means amount to the pa- 
tronizing of his ambition and treafon. It is God that puts 
power into bad mens hands, which he makes to ferve his good 
purpofes, notwithftanding the ill ufe they make of it. ~ J made 
thee prince over my people. God calls Hfrael his people {till, 
though wretchedly corrupted, becaufe they retained the cove- 
nant of circumcifion, and there were many good people among 
them: it was nor till long after, that they were called Lo-am- 
mi, nota people, Hof. i. 7. [2.] He charges him with 
high crimes and mifdemeanours. 1. ] That . he made Ifrael 
to fin, had feduced God’s fubjeéts from their allegiance, and 
had brought them to pay the homage due to him only, to 
dunghill-deities ; and herein he had wa/ked in the way of Fe- 
roboam, ver. 2. and beem “ike his houfe, ver. 7. 2.] That. 
he had himfelf provoked God to anger with the work of his 
hands, z. e. by worfhipping images, the work of mens hands, 
‘Thongh others, made them perhaps, he ferved them, and there- 
by avowed the making of them, and they are therefore called 
the work of his hands. 3.] That he had defroyed the houfe 
of Feroboam, ver..7- becaufe he killed-him,, viz. Jeroboam’s 
fon, and all his. _ If he had done that with an eye.to God, 


and to his will and glory, and from a holy indignation againft. | 


the fins of Jeroboam and his houfe, he had’ been accepted and 
applauded as a minilter of God’s juftice ; but as he did it, he 
-was only the tool of God’s juftice, but a: fervant to his own 
lufts, and is ju(tly punifhed for the malice and ambition which 
» aéted and governed him in all he did.—They that are any way 
employed in denouncing or executing the juftice of God, (ma- 
giftrates or minifters), are concerned to do it from a good:prin- 
ciple, and in a holy manner, left it turn into fin to them, and 
they maké¢ themfelves obnoxious by it. (3.) He fortélls the fame 
‘deftruétion to come upon. his family, which he himfelf bad 
been employed to bring upon the family of Jeroboam, ver. 3, 
‘4. . They that refemble others in their fins, may expect to 
refemble them im their plagues, efpecially thefe who feem zeal- 
ous again{t thofe fins in others, which they allow themfelves 
in. The houfe of Jehu was reckoned with, for the blood of 
the houfe of Ahab, Hofvi. 4. 

2. A reprieve granted for fome time, fo long, that Baafha 
himfelf dies in peace, and is buried with honour in his own 
royal city, ver. 6. fo far is he from being a prey either to the 

_ dogs or to the fowls, which yet was threatened to his houfe, 
ver. 4. He lives not either to fee or feel the punifhment 
threatened, yet he was himfelf the greateft delinquent. Cer- 
tainly there muft be a future ftate, in which impenitent finners 
will fuffer in their own perfons, and not efcape, as oft they do 
ia this world. Baafha died under no vifible {troke of divine 
vengeance, for ought appears, but God laid up his iniquity for 

- his children, as Job fpeaks, chap. xxi. 19. Thus he often 

vilits fin.——_Obferve, ‘That Baatha is punifhed by the de- 
ftruction of his children after his death, and his children are 
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| m that condition. 


| tion. That day comes upon them at unawaresy Luke xx 


f 


/ thes are vanities. — 


punifhed by the abufe of their bodies after their death ; that is 
the only thing’ which the threatening inftanceth in, ver. 4. 
that the dogs, and the fowls of the air, fhould eat them; as if 
herein were defigned a tacit intimation, that there are punifh- 


ments“after death, when death has done its worft, which will 


be the foreft punifhments, and/are moft to be dreaded. Thefe 
judgments on the body and pofterity, fignified judgments on 
the foul when feparated from the body, by him who, afler he 
has killed, has power to caft into hell. ee 

g. Execution done at laft. Baafha’s fon Elah, ke Jero- 
boam’s fon Nadab, reigned two years, and then was flain by 
Zimri, one of his own foldiers, as he was by Baafha: fo like 
was his houfe made to that of Jeroboam, as was threatened, 
ver. 3. becaufé his idolatry was like his: amd one of the fins 
for which God contended with him, being the deftruétion of 
Jeroboam’s family, the more like the deftrution of his own 
was to that, the nearer did the punifhment refemble the finy. 
as face anfwers to face in a glafs. 7 cee 

rf, Asthen, fo now, the king himfelf was firft flains. but 
Elah fell more inglorioufly than Nadab. ~Nadab was flain in 
the field of action and honour, he and his: army then befieging 


- Gibbethon, chap. xv. 17. the fiege being then raifed upon that _ 
- difatter, the city remained ftill in the Philiftines hands: but ~ 
_ the army of Ifraelwas now renewing the attempt, ver. 15. and: 
 Elah fhould have been with them to command. in chief; but. 
| heloved his own:eafe and fafety better than his honour ot du- 
| ty, or the public good, and therefore ftaid behind to take his 
| pleafure ; amd when he was-drinking himfelf drunk in his fer- 
| vant’s houfe, Zimr? killed him, ver. 9, 10. Let it be a warn- 
| ing to drunkards, efpecially to thofe that defignedly drink them- 
| felves drunk, that they know not -but death may furprife: them: 
(1.) Death comes eafily upon men whe — 


they are drunk. Befides the chronical difeafes which mien fre- 


| quently bring themfelves into by hard drinking, and which cut — 
' them’ off in the midft of their days, men in that condition are _ 
| eafier overcome by an enemy, as. Ammon by Abfalom, and ~ 
are liable to more ill accidents, being unable to helpthemfelyes. _ 


(2-) Death comes terribly: upon men in, that condition, finding — 
them in the aé&t of fin, and’ incapacitated for any: act of devo- 
Riggs 
like a thief. pata 
2dly, As then, fo now, the whole family was cut‘off, and 
rooted out. ‘The traitor was the fucceffor, to whom the un-— 


| thinking people tamely fubmitted, as if it were all one to them 
| what king they had, fo they had one. 
| did, was to flay all the boufe of Baafha. 
| cruelty what he-got-by treafon: His cruelty feems to have ex-  ~ 
' tended! further than Baaflia’s did againft the houfe of Jeroboam ¢ 
| for he left to Elah none of bis kinsfolk or friends, ver. 11. 
‘none of his avengers, fo the word is, none that were likely to_ 
| avenge lis death; yet divine ju(tice foon avenged it fo remark- ~ 
| ably, that it was ufed as a proverb long after, Had Z-mri peace 
| that flew his mafter? 2 Kings ix. 31. In this, (1.). The word 
| of God was fulfilled, ver. 12. 
| Elah were reckoned for, with which they provoked God by — 
their vanities, ver. 13. Their idols are: called their vanities, 


The firft thing Zimri_ 


for they cannot profit nor help. Miferable are thofe whofe dei- _ 


(2.) The fins of Baatha and — 


Chap. XVI. 4 
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‘Phus she held:by 


15 9 In the twenty and feventh year of Af i 


_kmng of Judah, did Zimri reign feven days m 
 'TVirzaly: andthe people were incamped againft 

| Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philiftines. — 
10 And the people that were incamped heard 


fay, ‘Limri hath confpired, and hath alfo flain 
: Spe oe 


jor 
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the king: wherefore all Iftael made Omri the 


captain of the hoft, king over Ifrael that day in 
the camp. 17 And Omri went up from Gibbe- | 


_. “thon, and all lf{rael with him, and they befieged 


_worfe than all that were before him. 


-toanger with their vanities. 


Tirzah. 18 And it came to pafs when Zimri 
faw that the city was taken, that he went into 
the palace of the king’s houfe, and burnt the 
King’s houfe over him with fire, and died; 19 
For his fins which he finned in doing evil in the 
fight of the Lorn, in walking in the way of Je- 
roboam, and in his fin which he-did, to make If. 
rael fin. 20 Now the reft of the acts of Zimri, 
and his treafon that le wrought, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings 
of Ifrael? 21 Then were the people of Ifrael 
divided into two parts: half of the people fol- 
lowed Tibni the fon of Ginath, to make him 
King; and half followed Omri. 22 But the 


- people that followed Onnri, prevailed againft the 


people that followed ‘Tibni the fon of Ginath : 


fo Tibni died, and Omri reigned. 2 3 Insthe | 


thirty and one year of Afa king of Judah, began 
Oniri to reign over Ifrael twelve years: fix years 


reigned: he in.Tirzah.~ 24 And he bought the — 


hill Samaria of Shemer, for two talents of filver, 


-and built on the hill, and called the name of 
the city which he built, after the name of She- 
mer, owner of the hill, Samaria. 259 But Om- © 


ri wrought evil in the eyes of the Lorp, and did 
t 26 For 
he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the fon 
of Nebat, and in his fin wherewith he made If. 
rael to fin, to provoke the Lorp God of Ifrael 
27 Now the reft 
of the acts of Omri, which he did, and his might 
that he fhewed, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Ifrael ? 


28 So Omri flept with his fathers, and was bu- 
‘ried in Samaria, and Ahab his fon reigned in his 


- ftead. iy 2 


Solomon obferves, Prov. xxviii. 2. that for the tranfgreffion 
of a land, many are the princes thereof ; (fo it was here in If. 


rael); dut by a man of underflanding, the flate thereof Shall be 


prolonged ; {fo it was with Judah at the fame time under Afa. 
When men forfake God, they are out of the way of reft and 
eftablifhment. Zimri, and Tibni,.and Omri, are here {triving 
for the crown, Proud afpiring men ruin one another, and in- 
volve others in the ruin. Thefe confufions end in the fettle- 


ment of Omri, we mult therefore take him along with us thro’ _ 
_ this part of the ftory. 


1. How he was chofen, as the Roman emperors often were, 
by the army in the field, now incamped before Gibbethon. 
Notice was foon brought thither, that Zimri had lain their 
King, ver. 16. and’ fet-up himfelf. in Tirzah, the royal city ; 
whereupon they chofe Omri king in the camp,that they might, 


without delay, avenge the death of Klah upon Zimri. Though 
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he was but an idle drunken fot, yet he was their king, and they 
would not tamely fubmit to his murderer, -nor let the treafya 
go unpuaoifhed. They did not attempt to avenge the death of 
Nadab upon Baafha, perhaps becaufe the houfe of Baasha had 
ruled with more gentlenefs, than the houfe of Jeroboam ; but 
Zimri fhall feel the refentments of the provoked army. The 
fiege of Gibbethon is quitted, (Philiftines are fure to gain when 
Ifraelites quarre]), and Zimri is profecuted, 

2. How he conquered Zimri. He is faid to have reigned 
feven days, ver. 1§. fo long before Omri was proclaimed king, 
and himfelf proclaimed traitor: but we may fuppofe it a longer 
time before he died ; for he continued long enough to thew his 
inclination to the way of Jeroboam, and to make himfelf ob- 
noxious to the juftice of God, by fupporting his idolatry, ver. 


39. Tirzah was a beautiful city, but not fortified, fo that. 


Omri foon made himfelf mafter of it, ver. 17. forced Zimri 
into the palace: which, being unable to defend, and yet unwil-’ 
lingto furrender, he burnt, and himfelf in it, ver. 18. 3; grud. 
ging that his rival fhould ever enjoy that fumptuous palace, he 
burnt it; and fearing that if he fell into the hands of the army, 
either alive or dead, he fhould be ignominioufly treated, he 
burnt himfelf in it. See what defperate praétices mens wicked- 
nefs fometimes brings them to, and how it hurries them-into 
their-own ruin. See the genius of incendiaries, who fet pas 
laces and kingdoms on fire, though they are themfelves in dan- 
ger of perifhing in the flame. 2 
_ 3+ How he ftraggled with Tibni, and at length got clear of 
him. Half of the people followed this Tibni, ver. 21.3 proba- 
bly thofe that were in Zimri’s intereft, with whom others join- 
ed, who would not have a king chofen in the camp, left he fhould 
rule by the fword, and a ftanding army, but in a convention 
of the ftates. The conteft between thefe two lafted fome years, 
and, it is likely, coft a great deal of blood on both fides; for 
it was in the twenty-feventh year of Afa that Omri was firlt elects 
ed, ver.1 5. and from thence the twelve years of his reign are to 
be dated ; but it was not till the thirty-firft year of Afa that 
he began to reign without a rival; then Tibni died, it is likely 
in battle, and Omri reigned, ver. 22. Sir Walter Raleigh, in 
his hiftory of the world, /. 2. c. 19. § 6. inquires here, Why” 
it was, that, in all thefe confafions and revolutions of the king- 
dom of Ifrael, they never thought of returning to the houfe of 
David, and uniting themfelves again to Judah; Sor it was then 
better with them than now ? and he thinks the reafon was, be- 
caufe the kings of Judah afflumed a more abfolute, arbitrary, 
and defpotic power than the kings of Ifrael. It was the hea- 
vinefs of the yoke that they complained of, when they firft re. 
volted from the houfe of David, and the dread of that made 
them averfe to it ever after, and adhere to kings of their owns 
who ruled more by law, and the riles of a limited monarchy, | 
4. How he reigned, when he was at length fettled on the 
throne. (1-) He made himfelf famous by building Samaria, 
which ever after was the royal city of the kings of Ifrael, the 
palace at Tirzah being burnt; and in procefs of time grew fo 
confiderable, that it gave name to the middle part of Canaany 
which lay between Galilee on the north, and Judah on the 
fouth, and to the inhabitants of that country, who were called” 
Samaritans. He bought the ground for avo talents of Silvers 
fomewhat more than feven hundred pounds of our money ; 
(for a talent was three hundred and fifty-three pounds eleven. 
fillings and tenpence, o.)—Perhaps Shemer that fold him the 
ground, let him have it confiderably the cheaper, upon candi- 
tion that the city fhould be ealled after his name, which other- 
wife would have borne the name of the purchafer. It was call- 
ed Samaria, or Shemeren, as it is in the Hebrew, from Shemer, 
the guondam owner, ver: 24. The kings of Ifrael changed 
their roya: feats, Shechem firft, then ‘Lirzab, now Samaria 3 
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but the kings of Judah were conflant to Jerufalem, the city of 
God. They that cleave to the Lord, fix ; they that leave him, 
ever wander.’ (2.) He made himfelf infamous by his wicked- 
nefs ; for he did worfe than all that were before him, ver. 25. 
Though’ he was ‘brought to the throne with much difficulty, 
and Providence had remarkably favoured him in his advance- 
ment ; yet he was more profane, or more fuperftitious, and a 
greater perfecutor, than either of the houfes of Jeroboam, or 
Baafha. He went further than they had done, in eftablifbing 
iniquity by a law, and forcing his fubjects to comply with him 
in it;’ for we read of the ftatutes of Omri, the keeping of which 


made S/rael a’ defolation, Mic. vi. 16. Jeroboam made Ifrael to 


fin by temptation, example, and allurement; but Omri did it 

by compulfion. 

5» How he ended his reign, ver. 27, 28. He was in fome 

. tepute for the might which he fhewed. Many an ill man has 

‘been a {tout man. He died in his bed, as Jereboam and: Baa- 

tha ‘did themfelves; but, like them, left it to his pofterity to fill 
up the meafure, and then pay off the {cores of his iniquity. 


29{] And in the thirty and eighth year of Afa 
king of Judah, began Ahab the fon of Omri to 
reign over Ifrael; and Ahab the fon of Omri 
reigned over Ifrael in Samaria, twenty and two 
years. 30 And Ahab the fon of Omri did evil 
in the fight of the Lorp, above all’ that were 
before-him. 31 And it came to pafs, as if it had 
- been a light thing for him to walk in the fins of 
_ Jeroboam the fon of Nebat; that he took to 
_ wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of 

the Zidonians, and went and ferved Baal, and 
worfhipped him. 32 And he reared up an altar. 


for Baal in the houfe of Baal, which he had. 
built in Samaria. 33 And Ahab made a grove}. 


and Ahab did more to provoke the Lorp God of 
Ifrael to anger, than all the kings of Ifrael: that 
were before him. 34 In his days did Hiel the Beth- 
elite build Jericho: he laid the foundation there- 


of in Abiram his firft-born, and fet up the gates 


thereof in his youngeft /on Segub, according to 
the word of the Lorn, which he fpake by Jofhua 

the fon of Nun, a fi 

We. have here the begihning of the reign of Ahab, of 
whom we have more, particulars recorded, than any of the 
kings of Irael. We have here only a general’ idea given’ us 
of him, as the worft of all the kings, that we may expect what 
the particulars will be. He reigned twenty-two years, long e- 
nough to do a deal of mifchief. 

_ 1. He exceeded all his predeceffors in wickednefs, did evil 
above all that were before him, ver, 30. And as if it-were 
done with a particular enmity both to God and Lfrael, to af- 
. front him, and ruin them; it is. faid, Ae did more purpofely zo 

provoke the Lord God of Ifrael to anger,’ and confequently to 

fend judgments on his land, than all the kings of Ifrael that 
went before him, ver. 33. It was bad with the people, .when 
their kings .were each worfe than. other; what would they 
come toat laft? He had feen the ruin of other' wicked kings, 
and their families; yet, inftead of taking warning, his heart 
was hardened and enraged againft God by it.—He thought it 
& light thing to walk in the fins of Feroboam, yer. 3. - It-was 
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nothingto break the fecond commandment by image-worfhip,. 
he would fet afide the firft too, by introducing ‘other gods $- 
his little finger fhould fall heavier upon, Ged’s ordinances than. 
Jeroboam’s loins. Making light of leffer fins makes way for. 
greater; and they that extenuate other people’s fins, will-aggra- 
vate their own. TERRE, 2 1e hes 
2. He married an ill woman, who he knew would bring in: 
the worfhip of Baal, and feemed to marry her with that de-- 
fign.—As if it had been a, hight thing to walk in the Jjins of Fe- 


roboam, he took to wife Jezebel, ver. 3. a zealous idolater, 


extremely imperious and malicious in her-patural temper, ad- 
dicted to: witcherafts and whoredoms, 2 ‘Kings ix. 22. and ex 
very way vicious... That falfe prophetéfs fpoken’ of Rev. ii, 
20. is there called Fesebel; for. an ill woman could not be 
called by a worfe name than hers. What mifchiefs fhe did, 
and what mifchief at laft befel her, 2 Kings ix. 33. we fhall 
find in the following ftory. This one ftrange wife debauched 
Ifrael more than all Solomon’s. pis ee eben Sah S 

3. He fet up the worthip of Baal, forfook the God‘of If 
rael, and ferved the god of the Sidonians.. Jupiter inftead of © 
Jehovah ; the fun, fo fome think; a deified hero of the Phe-_ 
nicians, fo others: he was weary of the golden calves, and 
thought they had, worfhipped’them long enough; fuch vanities 
were they, that thofe who had been fondeft of them, at length 
grey, fick of them, and, like adulterers; muft haye variety. In. 


Jerufalem, the royal city of the other kingdom; he would have 


Baal’s temple near him, that he might the better frequent it, 


protect it, and put honour upon it. (2.) He reared an altar” 
in.that-temple, on which to offer facrifice to” Baal, by which. 
they acknowledged their dependence upon him, and fought his 
favour. _O the ftupidity of idolaters, who. aré at a great ex- 


pence.to make one their friend, whom they: might have chofen — 


whether. they would have made a God of or no feCoe)ibie. 


' made a grove about his temple, either a natural one, b y plante 


ing fhady trees there, or, if thofe would be too long in grow- 


_ Ing, an aftificial one in. imitation of it; for it is not faid he 


planted, but he made.a grove, fomewhat that anfwered the in-. 
tention, which was.to conceal, and fo countenance the abomi- 
nable impurities that were committed in the filthy worthip- of 
Baal. Lucus a lucendo, quia non lucet. We that doth evil, 
hates the light. : fr: bree 
4+ One of his fubjeGs, in imitation of his prefumption, ven 


It comes in as am inftance of the height of impiety men were 
then arrived to, efpecially at Bethel, where one of the calves. 
was, for. of that city this daring finner was. Obferve, (1.). 
How ill he did; like Achan, he meddled with the accurfed 


thing, turned that to his own ufe which was devoted to God’s.. 


honour. He began to build in defiance of the curfe well. 
known in Ifael, jelting with it, perhaps, as a bugbear, or fancy= 
ing its force worn out by length of time; for it was about five. 
hundred years fince it was pronounced, Joth. vi. ‘263° He. 
went on to build in defiance of the execution of the: eurfé in 


part; for though his eldeft {on'died when he ‘began, yet he. 
would proceed in contempt of God, and his wrath revealed 
from heaven again{t his ungodlinefs. (2.) How ill  fpeds 


he built for his children, but God wrote him childlefs ; his 


eldeft fon died when he began, the youngeft when he finifhed, — 
aod all the reft (it is fuppofed) between. Note, Thofe whom 
God curfeth, are curfed indeed ; none ever Hardened hisheart , 
againft God and profpered’ God keep us back from prefump- i 


we 


e > 


tuous fins, thofe great tranfgreflions | 


| honour of this mock deity, whom they called Baal, lord; and. | 
_ for the convenience of his worthip, (1.) Ahab built a temple 
; in Samaria, the royal city, becaufe the temple of God was in 


\ 


#*, 


~ tured to build Jericho, in defiance of the curfe. Jofhua had — 
long fince pronounced on him that fhould attempt it, ver. 34. 


be 


how 


« 


Chap. XVIP. 


(Cid A Pio XVEP ’ 
So fed was-the chara@er both of the princes and people of 


Lfrael im the foregoing chapter, that cne weuld expe@ God ' 


» Soould. capt of a people that had fo cat hin off; but, as 
an evidence to the contrary, never was Tfrael fo bleffed 
wrth a good prophet, as when it was fo, plagued with a 
bad king: never was king fo bold to fin-as cbab; never 
was a prophet fo bold to reprove and threaten as Elijah, 
whofe flory begins in this chapter, and ts full of wonders. 
Scarce any part of the Old Tefament biffory fbines bright» 
er than this of the {pirit and power of Ehas ; be only of 
‘all the prophets had the hanour of Enoch, the fr/? prophet, 
to be tranflated, ihat he fhould not fee death, and the ho- 
nour of Mofes the great prophet, to attend our Saviour in 
his transfiguration. Other prophets prophefied and wrote, 
be prophefied and aited, but wrote nothing, and bis aétings 
caft more luftre on his name than their writings on theirs. 
Ln this chapter we have, 1. His prediiian of a famine in 
Lrael through the want of rain, ver. 1.-IT. The provi- 
Jion God made for him in thgt famine, (1.) By the ravens 


at the brook Cherith, ver. 25—7. (2.) When that failed, 


by a widow at Zarephath, who received him in the name 


_ of a prophet, and had a prophet’s reward: for, [1.] He - 


muluplied'her meal and her otl, ver. 8,— 16. '[2.}: He 
raifed her dead fon to life, ver. 17,24. Thus his Story 
begins with judgments-and miracles, defigned to awaken 
‘that fiupid generation that had fo deeply corrupted them= 
Vfeluess la 


4 ND Elijah the Tithbite, who was of the: 


ei}. 


inhabitants of Gilead, faid unto Ahab, 4s 


the Lorp God of Hrael liveth, before whom I ° 
ftand, there fhall. not be dew nor rain thefe: 


‘years, but according to my word: 2 And 
the word of the Lorp came unto him, faying, 
3 Get thee hence, and turn. thee eaftward, and 
hide thyfelf by the brook Cherith, that is be- 
fore Jordan. 4 And it thall be, that thou thalt 
drink of the brook, and I have commanded the 
ravens to feed thee there. ‘ 4.So he went, and 


did according to the word:of the Lorn: for he .- 


went and dwelt by the brook -Cherith, that zs 


before Jordan. 6 And the ravens brought him~ 
bread and flefh in the morning, and bread and - 


“fleth in the evening: and he drank of the 
brook. 7 And it came to pafs after:a-while, 
_ that the brook dried up, becaufe there had been 
‘no rain in the land, sa 
The hiftory of Elijah begins fomewhat. abruptly.  Ufually 
when a prophet enters, we have fome account of his parentage, 
_ are told whofe fon he was, and of what tribe ; but Elijah drops 
out of ithe clouds as it were, as if, like Melchifedec, he were 
_wichout-father, without mother, and without defcent, which 
mate fome of the Jows fancy he was an angel fent from hea: 
ven; but the apoftle has affured us, that Ae was a man Jubjed 


_ to like paffions as we are, (James v. 17.) which perhaps inti- 


“mates, not only that he was liable to the common infirmities 
of the human nature, but that by his natural temper he was a 
man of ftrong paflions, more hot and eager than’ moft other 
men, and therefore the more fit to deal with the daring finners 
of the age he lived in: fo wonderfully doth God fait men to 
the work he defigns them for.. Rough fpirits are. called to 
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rough fervices; the reformation needed fuch a man as Luther 
to break the ice. . 

Obferve, (1.) His name, Elijahu, my God Fehovab is he, 
fo it fignifies, is he that fends me, and: will own me, and bear 
me out, is he to whom I would bring Irael back, and who a- 
Jone can effe& that great work.  (2.) His country ; he was 
of the inbabitants-of Gilead, on the other fide Jordan, either of 
the tribe of Gad, or that half of Manaffeh, for Gilead was die 
vided between them; but whether a native of either of tho 
tribes, is tncertain: The obf{curity of his parentage was no 
prejudice ‘to his eminency afterwards. We need not inquire 
whence men are, but what they are} if it be a good thing, no 
matter though it come out of Nazareth. Ifrael was fore wound- 
ed when God fent them this balm from Gilead, and this pby- 
fician. thence,—He is called a. Tifhbite, from 'Tifhbe, a town 
in that country. . 

‘T'wo-things we have an account of here in the beginning of 
his ftory.’ is 

t. How he foretold a famine, a long“and grievous famine, . 
with which [frael fhould be punifhed for their fins; that fruit- 
ful land, for want of rain, fhould be turned into barrennefs for 
the iniquity of them that dwelt therein; he went and told A- 
hab this; did not whifper it to the people to make them difaf- 
fected to the government, but proclaimed ‘it to the king, in > 
whofe power it was to reform the land, and fo to prevent thé 
judgment... It is probable he reproved Ahab for his idolatry 
and other wickednefs, and told him,. that unlefg he repented 
and reformed, this judgment would be brought upon his land ; 
there thall be neither dev nor rain for fome years, none but ac~ 
cording to my word, i.e. expeé none till. you hear from me 


again. The apoftle teacheth'us to under{land this, not only of 


the word*of prophecy, but the word of prayer, which turned. 
the key ofthe clouds, James y. 17, 18. He praye neft- 
ly, in arhely indignation at Ifrael’s apoftafy, and a holy zeal 
for the glory of God, whofe judgments were defied, that it 
might not rain, and according to his prayers, the heavens be- 
came brafs, till he prayed again that it might rain. In allufion. 
to this ftory, it is faid of God’s witneffes, Rev. xi. 6. Thefe 
have power io fout heaven, that it rain not in the days of theiv 
prophecy. viel 

Elijah lets Ahab know, (1.) Thanthe Lord Fehovah is the 
God of Ifrael, whom he had forfaken. (2.) That he is a /i- ° 
ving God, and not like the gods he. worfhipped, which were 
dumb idols. (3.) That.he was his fervant in office, anda 
meflenger fent from him; it is he before whom I ftand, to mi- * 
nifter to: himy or whom I now reprefent, in whofe ftead I land, 
and in-whofe name I fpeak, in defiance of the prophets of Baal 
and the groves. (4:) That notwith{tanding the prefent peace 
and-profperity of their kingdom, God: was difpleafed with them. 
for their idolatry; and would chaftife them for it by the: want 
of rain, which when he withheld, it was not in the power of . , 
the gods they ferved to beftow; for are there any of the vani- 
ties of the heathen that can give rain? Jer. xiv.22. which would 
effectually prove their impotency, and the folly of thofe who 
left the living God, to» make their court to fach as could do 
neither good: nor evil; and this he. confirms with a folemn.- 
oath; ds the Lord God of Ifrael liveth, that Ahab might ftand 
the more in awe ofthe threatening, the divine life being enga- 
ged for the accomplifhment of it. (5.) He-lets him know 
what intereft he had ‘in heaven ; it fhall be according to my. 
word... How big doth he {peak when he {peaks in God’s 
name,: as one ‘who well under{tood that-commiffion of a pro- 
phet, Jer. i.-10. L have fet thee-over the nations, and over the 
kingdoms ; the power of prayer, and the truth of God’s word, 
for he performeth the counfel of his meffengers. » 

2. How he was himfelf taken care of in that famine. 
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if, How he was hid.—God bid him go and hide bimfelf 
by the brook Cherith, ver. 2. 
for his prefervation ; for it doth not appear that Ahab imme- 
diately fought his life; but as a judgment to the. people, to 
whom, if he had publicly appeared, he might have been a blef 
fing, both by his inftru€ions and his interceflion, and fo have 
fhortened the days of their calamity ; but Ged had determin- 
ed it fhould laft three years and a half, and therefore fo long 


appointed Elijah to abfcond, that he might not be folicited to 


revoke the featence, the execution whereof he had faid thould 
be according to his word. When God /peaks concerning @ na- 
tion to pluck up and deftroy, he finds fome way or other to re= 
move thofe that fhould {land in the gaps to turn away his wrath. 
It bodes ill to a people, when good men and good minifters 
are ordered to hide themfelves.. When Ged intended to fend 
rain upon the earth, then he bid Elijah go /hew himfelf to Abab, 
chap. xviti. 1. For the prefent, im obedience to the divine 
command, he went and dwelt all alone in fome oBfcure: and 
unfrequented place, where he was not difcovered, probably a- 
mong the reeds of the brook. If Providence calls us to foli- 
tude and retirement, it becomes us to acquiefce. When we 
cannot be ufeful; we mult. be patient ; and when we cannot. 
work for God, we muft fit {till quietly for him. 


_ 2dly, How he was fed: Though he could not work there, ’ 


having nothing to do but to meditate and pray, (which would 
help to prepare him for his ufefulnefs afterwards); yet he fhall 
eat, for he is in the way. of his duty, and werily he Shall be fed; 
en the day of famine he fhall be fatisfied. When the woman, 
the churchy,is driven into the wilderne/s, care is taken that fhe 
be fed and’ nourifhed there time, times, and half a times i. e. 
three years and a half; which was jaft the time of Elijah’s con- 
cealment. See Rey. xii. 6, 14. Ehjah muft drink of the 
brook;-and the ravens were appointed to bring him meat, ver. 
4. and did fo, ver. 6. Here, (1.) The provifion was plenti- 
ful, and good, and-conftant, bread and flefh twice a-day, daily 
bread, and food convenient. We may fuppofe he fared not fo 
fomptuoufly as the prophets of the groves, that did cat at Fe- 
zebel’s table, chap. xvii 19. and yet better than the reft of the 
Lord’s prophets, whom Obadiah fed with bread and water, 
chap. Xvi. 4. It ill becomes God’s fervants, efpecially his 
fervants the prophets, to be nice and curious about their food, 
and to affect dainties and varieties. If nature be fuftained, no 
matter though the palate be not pleafed. Inftead of envying 


thofe who have daintier fare, we fhould think how ‘many there | 


are, better than we, who live comfortably upon coarfer fare, and 
would be glad of our leavings. Elijah had but one meal brought 
him at a time, every morning and every evening, to teach him 
not to take thought for the morrow. Let thofe who have but 

_ from hand to mouth, learn to live upon Providence, and truft 
that for the bread of the day in the day, thank God for bread 
‘this day, and let to-morrow bring with it. 


(2-) The caterers were very unlikely, the ravens brought it | 


him. There was Obadiah, and others in Ifrael, that had not 
bowed the knee to Baal, who would gladly have entertained 
Elijah ; but he is a-man by himfelf, and fhall be fed ‘in an ex- 
traordinary way. He was a figure of John the Baptift, whofe 
meat was locufts and wild honey. God could have fent an- 
gels to minifter to him, as he did’ afterward, chap. xix. 5. and 
as he did to our Saviour, Matth. iv. 13, but he chofe to fend 
by winged meffengers of another nature, to fhew, thaty when 


he pleafeth, he can ferve his own purpofes by the. meaneft crea- 


tures, as effectually-as by the mightieft. If it be afked, whence 
the ravens had this provifion? how and where. it was cooked? 
and whether they came honeltly by it? we mult anfwer as Ja- 
cob did, Gen. xxvii. 20. The Lord our Gad brought it to then, 
whole che earth is, and the fulnefs thereof; the world, and they 


+ 
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This was intended not fo much - 


hold, I am gathering two fticks, that I may go. a 


Chap. XVI. 


f ‘ t 1: 4 
that dwell therein. ~ But why ravens? [1.] They are birds of 
prey, greedy devouring creatures, more hkely to have taken his 
meat from him, or to have picked out his eyes, (Prov. xxx: 
17.)3 but thus Samfon’s riddle is again unriddled, Out of the 


eater comes forth meat. [.2.] They ste unclean. creatures, eqe« 
ry raven afler his kind was by the law forbidden ‘to be eaten, | 
Lev. xi. 16. yet Elijah did not think the meat they brought 
ever the worfe for that, but eat and gave thanks, afking no 
queltions for confcience fake. Noah’s dove was to him amore 
faithful meffenger than his raven: yet here the ravens are faith- 
fel and conftant to Elijah. [3.] Ravens feed on infeéts and 
carrion themfelves, yet they brought the prophet man’s meat, 
and wholefome food. It is pity thofe who bring the bread of 
life to others, fhould think themfelves taken up with that which ~ 
is not bread. [4.] Ravens could bring but.a little, and broken 
meat ; yet Elijah was content with fuch things as he had, and | 
thankful he was fed, though not feafted. [5,] Ravens neglect 
their own young ones, and do not feed them ; yet when God 
pleafeth, they thall feed his prophet. Young lions and young 
ravens may lack, and fuffer hunger, but not they that fear the 
Lord, Pfal. xxxiv. 10. [6.] Ravens are themfelves fed by ‘ 
{pecial providence, Job xxxviii. 41. Pfal. cxlvii. 9. and now 
they-feed the prophet. Have we experienced God’s fpecial 
goodnefs to us and ours? let us reckon ourfelyes obliged there- 
by to be kind to thofe that are his for his fake.——Let us learn 
from hence, [1.] To acknowledge the fovereignty and power 
of God over all the creatures: he can make what ufe he plea- 
{eth of them, either for judgment ormercy. [2.] To encov-. 
rage ourfelves in God in the greateft ftraits, and) never to dif- 
truft him. He that could furnith a table-in the wildernefs, 
and make ravens purveyors, cooks, and fervitors to his pro 
phet, is able 4o /upply all our needs, according to bis riches ip 
glory. Ne ce erg eee 
Thus doth Elijah, for a great while, eat his morfels alone : 
and his provifion of water, ‘which he has in an ordinary way 
from the brook, fails him before that which he had by miracle. — 
The powers of nature are limited, but not the powers. of the ry 
God of nature.  Elijah’s brook dried up, ver, 7. becaufe there ~~ 
was no rain, If the heavens fail, earth fails of courfe. Such 
are all onr creature-comforts, we lofe them when.we moft need 
them, like the brooks in’ fummer, Job vi. 15. _ But there isa 
river which makes glad the city of God, that never runs dry, 
Pfal. xvi. 4, a awell of swvater that fprings up to eternal life. 
Lord, give us that living water ! y Bjace aah see - vi 
84 And the word of the Lorp came unto 
him, faying, 9 Arife, get thee to Zarephath, 
which belongeth to Zidon,and dwell there’: be 
hold, I have commanded a widow woman there 
to fuflain thee. 10 So he arofe, and went to ~ 
Zarephath: and when he came to the gate cS 
the city, behold, the widow woman was there 
gathering of fticks: and he called to her, and 
faid, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little waterina 
veflel, that I may drink. 11 And as fhe was 
going to fetch i, he called to her, and faid, 
Bring me, I pray thee, a morfel of bread in thine 
hand. 12 And fhe faid, 4s the Lorp thy God 
liveth, [have not a cake, but an handfulofmeal ~ > 
in a barrel, and a little oil in a crufe: and be- ~~“ 


in, and drefs it for me and my fon, that wemay 
eat it, and die, 13 And Elijah faid unto her, ea 
io ear i 


a 
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Fear not; go, avd do as thou haft-faid: but 
make me thereof a little cake firit, and bring it 
unto me, and after make-for thee and for thy 
fon. 14 For thus faith the Lozn God of Hrael, 
The barrel of meal thall not waite, neither fhall 


: the crufe of oil fail, until the day that the Lorp 


~ ferve, 


fendeth rain upon the earth. 1 5 And the went, 
and did according to the faying of Elijah: and 
fhe, and he, and her houie did eat many days. 
16 dad the barrel of meal wafted not, neither 
did the crufe of oil fail, according to the word 
of the Lorn, which he f{pake by Elyah. 

We have here an account of the further prote¢tion Elijah 
was taken under, and the further provifion made for him in 
his retirement. dt deftrution and famine he fhall laugh, that 
has God for his friend, to guard and maintain him. ‘The 
brook Cherith is dried up; but God’s care of his people, and 
kindnefs to them, never flackens, never fails, but is ftill the 
fame, is {till continued and drawn out to them that know him, 
Pfal. xxxvi. to. When the brook was dried up, Jordan was 
not ; why did not God fend him thither? Surely becaufe he 


would thew that he has variety of ways to provide for his peo- — 


ple, and is not tied to any one ; God will now provide for 
him there, where he fhall have fome company and opportunity 
of ufefulnefs, and not be as he had been biried alive. Ob- 


Firfl, The place he is fent to: To Zarephath, (or Sarep- 
ta), a city of Sidon, out of the borders of the land of Ufrael, 
ver. 9. Our Saviour takes notice of this as an early and an- 
cient indication of the favour of God deligned for the poor 
Gentiles,-in the fulnefs of time, Luke iv. 25, 26. Many wi- 
dows were in Lfrael in the days of Elias; and fome; it is like- 
ly, that would have bid him welcome to their houfes ; yet he 
is fent to honour and blefs with his prefence a city of Sidon, a 
Gentile city, and fo becomes, (faith Dr Lightfoot) she fir? 
prophet of the Gentiles.—Lfrael had corrupted themfelves with 
the idolatries of the nations, and were become worfe than 
they ; juftly therefore is the cafling off of them the riches of the 
world. Elijah was hated and driven oui by his countrymen ; 


therefore, fo, he turns to the Gentiles,a3 the apottles were after- “ 


wards ordered to do, Aéts xviii. 6.—But why to a city of 


Sidon? Perhaps, becaufe the worfhip of Baal, which was now. 
the crying fin of Ifrael, came lately from thence with Jezebel,. 


who was a Sidonian, chap. xvi. 31. therefore thither he hall 
go, that thence may be fetched the deftroyer of that idolatry : 


~ Even out of Sidon have I called my prophet, my reformer. 


Jezebel was Elijah’s greateft enemy, yet, to fhew her the im- 
potency of her malice, God will find a hiding-place for him. 


~ even in ber country. Chrift never went among the Gentiles, 


but once into the eoafls of Sidon, Matth. xv. 21. 

Secondly, The perfon that. is appointed to entertain him ; 
not one of the rich merchants or great men of Sidon, not fach 
a.one,as Obadiah, that was governor of Ahab’s houfe, and fed 


‘the prophets, but a poor widow woman, deftitute and defolate, 


is commanded (i. e. is made both able and willing) to. fuftain 
him. If is God’s way, and it is his glory to make ufe of, and 
put honour upon the weak and foolifh things of the world.— 


_ He is in a fpecial manner the widows God, and. feeds them ; 


and therefore they mut ftudy what they thall tender him. 
Thirdly, The provilion made for him there. Providence 
brought the widow woman to meet him very opportunely at 


_ the gate of the city, ver. 10,.and by what is here related of 
what pafled between Elijah and her, we find, 


NOS Ges. 51g 
1. Her cafe and character. And here it appears, 1/7, That 
fhe was very poor and neceflitous ; the had nothing to live up. 
on but a handful of meal and a little oil, needy at the belt ; 
and now, by the general fearcity, reduced to the lait extremi. 
ty; when the had eaten the little fhe has, for ought fhe yet 
fees, fhe mutt die for want, the and her fon, ver. 12. fhe had 
“no fuel but thé’ fticks the gathered in the ftreets, and having 
no fervant; muft gather them herfelf, ver. 16. more likely to 
receive alms than give entertainment. “Io her Elijah is fent, 
that he might {till live upon providence, as much as he did 
when the ravens fed him. It was in compaffion to the low 
eftate of his handmaiden that God fent his prophet to her; not. 
. to beg of her, but to board with her, and he would pay well 
for his table. 
2dly, That fhe was very humble and induflrious. He found: 
her gathering fticks, and preparing to bake her own bread, yer. 
10, 12, her mind was brought to her condition, and fhe com- 
plams not of the hardthip fhe was brought to; nor quarrels 
with the divine Providence for with-holding rain, but accom- 
modates herfelf to it as well as fhe can. Such as are of this 
temper in a day of trouble, are beft prepared for honour ands 
relief from God. ’ 
3dly, That fhe was very charitable and generoas. When this: , 
ftranger defired her to go fetch him fome water to drink, fhe 
readily went at the firft word, ver. 10, II. the objefed not to: 
the prefent {carcity of it, nor afked him what he would give: 
her for a draught of water, for now it was worth money; nor 
that he was a {tranger, an Hraelite, with whont, perhaps, the: 
Sidonians cared not for having any dealings, no more than the 
Samaritans, John iv. 9, She did not excufe herfelf with ber 
weaknefs through famine, or the urgency of her own affairs ; 
did not tell him the had fomething elfe to do than to go of his. 
errands, but Jeft her gathering’ of fticks for herfelf to fetch wa- 
ter for him, which, perhaps, fhe did the more willingly, being: 
moved with the gravity of his afpeé. We fhould be teady ta: 
do any office of kindnefs’ even to ftrangers > if we have not 
wherewith to give to the diftreffed, we mutt be the more ready 
to work for them ; a cup of cold water, though it coft us no. 
more but the labour of fetching it, fhall in nowife lofe its re- 
ward. 
4thly, That fhe had a great confidence in the word-of God. 
Tt was a great trial of her faith and obedience, when fhe told’ 
the prophet, how low her ftock of meal and oil was, and that 
the had but juft enough for herfelf and her fon; and he bid 
her make a cake for him, and make his firft, and after prepare 
Sor herfeif and her fon. \f we confider, it will appear as great. 
a trial as could be in fo fmall a matter. Let the children firft 
be ferved, (might fhe have faid), charity begins at” home ; fhe 
was not on the giving hand, had but a little, and when that 
was gore, knew not where to have more. A great deal more 
reafon fhe had than Nabal to afk, Shall I take my meal and 
my oil, and give it to one that I knsqw not whence he is? He 
did indeed make mention of the God’ of I/rael, ver. 14. but 
what was that to a Sidonian? Or if fhe had a veneration for 
the name Jenova, and valued the’ God of iffael as the true- 
God; yet what affurance had’ fhe that this {tranger was his 
prophet, or had any warrant to fpeak in his namie > It was eafy 
for a hungry vagrant to impofe upon her with a fham. But 
fhe gets over all thefe objections, obeys. the-precept, in depea- 
dence upon the promife; fhe went and did according to the 
Saing. of Eiigah, ver. 15. O woman, great was thy Jaith, one 
has not found the like, no mot in J/rael; all things confidered,, 
it exceeded that of the widow, that when fhe had but two: 
mites, caft them into’ the treafury. She took the prophet’s 


_ Word that fhe fhould not lofe by it, but it thould be repaid with: 


intereft, Thofé that can venture upon the promife of God, 
willi 
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his fervice, and giving him his dues out of a little, and giving 
him his part firft. They’ that deal with God, muft deal upon 
truft ; feek ‘firlt his ‘kingdom, and” then’ other things thall be 
added.” By the la@ the firft-fruits were God’s, the tithe was 


taken out tirft, and the heave-cffering of their dough was fir(t 


offered, Numb. xy. 265/21:—Bitt furely, “the increafe of this 

widow’s faith'to fuch'a degreé’as-to enable her thus to deny 

herfelf, and to depend upon the divine promife, was as great a 

miracle in the kingdom of grace, as the increafe of her oil was 
- in the kingdom of providence. Happy they that can thus a- 

gainft hope’ believe, ‘and’ obey in hope. 

2. The cate God took ofther and her gueft : The barrel of 
“meal wafled not, nor did the crufeof oil fail, but {till as’ they 
‘took froth them, more was'added to them by the divine power, 

ver. 16. Never did corn or olive fo increafe in the. growing 

(faith Bifhop Hail) as thefe did'in the ufing. “But the multi- 
plying of ‘the feed fowny® Cor. ix. "10. in the common courfe 

of providence, is an inftance of the power and goodnefs of 

‘God, not to $e overlooked becaufe common. © The meal and 

the oil multiplied;"not in the hoarding, but*in the fpending ; 
for there is “that feattereth, and yet increafeth. “When God 

blefleth a little; it ‘will'go a great'way, even beyond expecta- 


“tion 3 as,-onthe contrary, ‘eee there be abundance, if he 


blow upon’it, it comes to little, "Hag. i. 9. ii. 19. 
“1, This was a maintenance for the prophet ; ftill miracles 
“fall be*his daily bread ; hitherto he was fed ‘with bread and 
__flefh, “ow with bread®and oil, which ‘they ufed as we'do bute 


‘ter. ’’Manna was both, for the tafe of it® was as the tafe of 


frefe oil, Numb. xi. 8, This Elijah was thankful for, though 
he had been’ ufed to’flefh twice a-day, and now had none at 


“all. “'Thofe that cannot live without flefh once a-day at leaft, 
becaufe they have been ufed to it, could not have boarded con- |: 


tentedly; with Elijah, no not to live upon a miracle. 


_  <2dly, Tt was a maintenance for the poor widow and her fon, 
and a recompence to her for entertaining the prophet. 


There 
-is ngthing loft by being kind'to God’s people and minifters. 
~ She that received a prophet, had a prophet’s reward; the gave 
him houfe-room, and he repaid her with food for: her houfe- 
hold. Chrift has promifed to thofe who open their doors to 
' him, that he will come in to them, and_/up with them, and they 
with him, Rev. iii. 20. Like Elijah here, he brings to thofe 


who bid him welcome, not only bis own entertainment, but, 


theirs too/—See how the reward’ anfwered the-fervice: She 
generoufly made jone cake for the prophet, and was repaid with 
many for herfelf and her fon. When Abraham offers his only 
fon to God, he is told he fhall be the father of multitudes ; 
what is laid out in piety.or charity, is fet out to the beft inte- 
reft upon the beft fecurities. One poor meal’s meat this poor 


widow gave the prophet ; and in recompenfe of it, /he and her. 


fon did eat many days, ver. 15. abgve two years. In a time 
of general {carcity, and to have their food from God’s{pecial 
favour, and to eat it in fuch good company as Elijah’s, made 
it more than doubly fweet. It is promifed to them that truft 
in God, that they /hall not be afhamed in the evil time, but in the 
~days-of famine they /hall be fatisfied, Plal. xxxvii. 19) 
174 And it came to pafs after. thefe things, 
that the fon of the woman, the miftrefs of the 


houfe, fell fick, and his ficknefs was fo fore, | 


that there was no breath left in him. %8 And 
fhe faid unto Elijah, What have I to do with 
thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto 
me to call my fin to remembrance, and to flay 


my fon? tg And he faid unto her, Give me 
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will make no difficulty of expofing and emptying themfelves in . 


‘affli@ion was to this widow, asa thorn: in the ficfh, le 
; fhould be lifted up above meafure with the favours that. were 


thy fon. And he took him out of her. bofom: 
and carried him’up‘into a loft, where he abode: 
and laid, hiny upon his owh bed. 20 And he 
cried unto.the Lorn, and faid,O Lorn my God, 
haft'thou alfo brought evil.apon the widow, 
with whom I fojourn; by flayingsher fon? at 
And he ftretched himfelf upon the child three 


times, and cried unto thé Lorn, and faid,O Lorp 


my-God, I pray thee, let this child’s foul eome 
into him again. 
voice of Elijah, and the foul of the-child came 
into him again, .and he revived. 23 And Eli- 
jah took the child, and brought him down out 


of the chamber into the houfe, and delivered » 


22 And the-Lorp heard the’ 


Chap. XVI. 


him unto his mother: and Elijah faid, See, thy 


fon liveth. 24 And the woman faid to El- 
jah, Now by this I know that thou ar¢ a man of 
God, and tbat the word of the Lorp in thy 
mouth, zs truth. ; x 


“We have here a further recompenfe made to the widow for ~ 


her-kindnefs to the prophet. As if that were a {mall thing to — 
be*kept alive, her fon when dead is reftored to life, and fo re~ 


ftored to her. Obferve, wh tink deve) the cia ek 

1. The ficknefs and death of the child: For ought appears, 
he was her only fon, the comfort.of her widowed ftate. He 
was fed miraculoufly ;.and yet that did not fecure him from 


ficknefs and death: Your fathers did-eat manna, and are dead; 
but there is bread, of which a man may cat,.and not die, which 
cer 


was given for the life of the world, john it, 49, 50. This 
eft fhe ~ 


done her, and the honours that were put upon her. (1..)-She. 
was.nurfe to a great prophet, was employed to. faftain him, and 


chad reafon to think furely the Lord would do her good; yet 
mow ‘fhe lofes her child. Note, We muft not think it ftrange 


if we meet with very fharp affli@ions, even then when we re: 
in the way of duty, and of eminent fervice to God. (2.) She 


- was herfelf nurfed by miracle, and kept a good houfe, without 


charge or care, by a diftinguifhing blefling from heaven ; .and in 
the midft of all this, fatisfaction fhe is thus afflicted. Note, 


When we have the cleareft manifeftations of God’s fayour and 
good-will towards us; even then we muft prepare for the re- — 


bukes of Providence ; our mountain never ftands fo ftrong but 
it may be moved 5 and therefore in this world we muft always. 
rejoice with trembling. : gaan: <p entee 4 
2. Her pathetical complaint to the prophet of this affliGtion. 
It fhould feem the child died fudderly, elfe fhe would have ap-- 


plied herfelf to Elijah, while he was fick, for the cure of him 3” 


but being dead, dead in her bofom, the expoftulates wit 
prophet upon it, rather to give vent to her forrow, than 


hope of relief, ver. 18. $i he nok NRE: 
iff, She expreffeth herfelf paffionately : What have - 


with thee, O thou.man of God ? How uncohcernedly had the’ q 
{poke of her own and her child’s death, when the expected to 


die for want, ver. 12. that we may eat it and die! yet now — 


her child dies, and not fo. miferably as by famine, fhe is ex. a 
tremely difturbed at it. We may fpeak flightly of an affliction i 


at a diftance, but when it toucheth us, we are troubled, Job iv. 


5. Then fhe fpoké deliberately, now in hafte ; the deat 
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| the child was now a furprife to her 5 and it is hard to keep — 
_ our fpirits compofed, when trouble comes upon us fuddenly 
: s ce gt 3 Bs 


MTL TT Teepe Se ke 
. “ 7 
; 


haat 


gave to the mother: The child revived, ver. 22. 


hills and malts alive. 
_who, we may fuppofe, could fcarce believe her own eyes, and 


ChapeXVIL) Lf; 


and unexpectedly, and in the mid of our peace and _profperi- 
ty.—She calls him @ man of God, avd yet quarrels with him, 
as if he had occafioned the death of the child, and is ready to 
with the had never feen him, forgetting pa(t mercies and mira- 


cles: What have I done again{t thee? fo fome underftand it ;_ 
‘wherein have I offended thee, or been wanting in my duty? 


Shew me wherefore thou contendef?. evith me? 

2dly, Yet the expreffeth herfelf penitently : Art thow come to 
call my fin to thy remembrance, as the caufe of the affliftion, and 
fo to call it to my remembrance as the effeét of the afli@tion ? 


ae Perhaps fhe knew of Elijah’s interceflion againft Ifrael; and, 


being confcious to herfelf of fin, perhaps her former worfhipping 
of Baal, the god of the Sidonians, fhe apprehends he had made 
interceflion againft her. Note, ( i.) When God temoves our 
comforts from us, he remembers our fins again{t us, perhaps 
the iniquities of our youth, though long fince paft, Job xiii. 26. 
‘Our fins are the death of our children. (2.) When God thus 
‘remembers our fins againft us, he defigns thereby to make us 
_remember them againf{t ourfelves, and repent of them. 

3- The prophet’s addrefs to God upon this occafion. He 
gave no anfwer to her expoftulation, but brought it to God, 
and laid the cafe before him, not knowing what to fay to it 
himfelf, he took the dead child’from the mother’s bofom to his 
own bed, ver. 19. Probably, he had taken a particular, kind- 
nefs to thé child, and fougd the affliion his own more than 
by fympathy. He retired to his chamber; and, (x.) He hum- 
bly reafons with Ged, concerning the death of the child, ver. 
20. . He fees death ftriking by commiffion from God, Thou 
haft brought this evil } for is there any evil of this kind in the 
city, in the family, and the Lord has not done it? He pleads 
the greatnefs of the affliaion to the poor mother ; it is ewi/ up- 


on the widow, thou art the widow’s God, and doft not ufe tos 


bring evil upon widows, it is afli@ion added to the affliéted ; 
he pleads his own concern, it is the widow with whom J j- 
journ, wilt thou, that art my God; bring evil upon one of the 
beft of my benefactors? I fhall be reflected upon, and others 
will be afraid of entertaining me, if I bring death upon the hou- 
fes where I come. 
the child to life again, ver. 21. We do not read before this 
of any that were raifed to life ; yet Elijah, by a divine impulfe, 


prays for the refurreétion of this ehild, which yet will not war- 


rant us to do the like. David’ expeéted not, by fafting and 
prayer, to bring his child back to life, 1 Sam. xii. 2 3. but E- 
lijah had power to work miracles, which David had not; he 
Siretched himfelf upon the child, to affe&-himfelf with the cafe, 
and to fhew how much he was affected with it, and how de. 
firous he was of the reftoration of the child, he would; if he 


- could, put life into him by his own breath and warmth; alfo 


to give a fign of what God would. do by his ower, and what 


__ he doth by his grace, in the raifing of dead fouls to a fpiritual 
_ life, the Holy Ghoft comes upon them, overfhadows them, and 


puts life into them ; he is very particular in his prayer, J pray 
thee, let this child’s foul come into hin again ; which plainly fup- 
pofeth the exiftence of the foul in a ftate of feparation from the 
body, and confequently its immortality; which Grotius thinks 
God defigned, by this miracle, to give intimation and evidence 
of, for the encouragement of his fuffering people. 

4. The refurrection of the child, and the great fatisfaion it 
See the 
power of prayer, and the power of him that hears prayer, who 
Elijah brought him to his’ mother, 


therefore Elijah affures her it is her fon; it is thy fon that 
liveth; fee it is thy own, and not another, ver. 23«-.Dhe 


» good woman hereupon cries out, Now J know that thou art 
@ man of God. Though fhe knew it before by the increafe 
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(2.) He earneftly begs of God to reftore _ 


oa 


of her meal, yet the death of her’ child the took fo unkindly, 
that fhe began to queftion it: A good man fure would not do 
her fo ill a turn; but now fhe was abundantly fatisfied, that 
he had both the power and goodnefs of a man of God, and 
will never doubt of it again, but give up herfelf to the condué 
of his word, and the worthip of the Ged of Iftael, “Thus the 
death of the child, like that of Lazarus, John xi. 4+ was for 
the glory of God, and the honour of his prophet. 


C.H AP eXVITE 
We left the prophet Elijah wrapt up in obfeurity. Tt doth 
~ not appear, that either the increafe of the provifion, or the 
raifing of the child, had made him taken notice of at Za- 
rephaih, for then Arab would have difcovered him; he 
would rather do good, ‘han be known to-do it: but in this 
chapter bis appearance was as public, as before bis retires 
ment was clofe. The days appointed for his concealment 
(which was part of the judgment upon Ifrael) being fin: /b- 
ed, he 1s now appointed to foew himfelf 10 Ahab, and exe 
pect rain upon the earth, ver. 1. . Purfuant to this order 
we have bere, 1. His interview with Obadiah, one of A- 
hab’s fervants, by whom he fends notice to Ahab of bts 
coming, ver. 2,—16, Il. His interview with Ahab hime 
Self, ver. 17,—19. UI. His interview. with all Lfrael 
upon mount Carmel, in order to a public trial of titles be- 
tween the Lord and Baal; and a Samous folemnity it was, 
in which, (1.) Baal and his prophets were confounded. 
(2.) God-and Elijuh mere honoured, ver. 21 »—39- IV. 
The execution he did upon the’ prophets of Baal, ver. 40. 
V. The return of the mercy of rain at the word of El jab, 
vers 41,46. It is a chapter in which are many things 
observable, 4 
ND it came to pafs after many days, that 
‘\_ the word of the Lorp came to Elijah in 
the third year, faying, Go thew thyfelf unto A- 


_ hab; and Iwill fend rain upon the earth. #And 


Elijah went to fhew himfelf unto Ahab: and 
there was a fore famine in Samaria. 3 And 
Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor 
of bis houfe: (now Obadiah feared the Lorp 
greatly: 4 For it was /o, when Jezebel cut off 
the prophets of the Lorn, that Obadiah took 
an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in 
a cave, and fed them with bread and water), 


5 And.Ahab faid unto Obadiah, Go into the 


land, unto all fountains of water, and unto all 


brooks: peradventure we may find grafs to fave 


the horfes.and mules alive, that we leefe not all 
the beafts. 6 So they divided the land between 
them to pafs throughout it: Ahab went one way 
by himfelf, and Obadiah went another way by 
himfelf. 7 YF And as Obadiah was in the Way, 
behold, Ehjah met him: and he knew him, and 
fell on his face, and faid, Art thou that my lord. 
Eljah? 8 And he anfwered him, I am: go tell 
thy lord, Behold, Elijah is bere. g And he {aid, - 
What have I finned, that thou wouldft deliver 
thy fervant into the hand of Ahab, to flay me? 
10 4s the Lorp thy God liveth, there is no na- 


‘tion or kingdom, whither my lord hath not fent 
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tofeek: thee: and when» they faid, He: és mot 
there; he took an oath of the kingdom*and na- 
tion, that they found thee not. rz And now 
thou fayeft, Go tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah zs 
bere. 12 And it fhall come to: pafs, as foon as 
I am gone from thee,that the {pirit of the Lorp 
hall carry thee whither I know not; and fo 
when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find 
thee, he fhall flay,me:. But I thy: fervant fear 
the Lorp from my youth.” 13 Was it not told 
my lord, what I did when Jezebel flew the pro- 
phets of the Lorp? low I hid an hundred men 
of the Lorp’s prophets by fifty ina cave, and 
fed them. with bread and-water ? 14 And-now 
thoufayeft,Gotell thy lord,Behold, Elijah is here - 
and he fhall flay mé. “‘r5 And Elijah faid, 4s the 
Lorb of hofts liveth, betore whom I ftand,1 will 
furely thew. myfelf untohim..to-day.. 16 So 
‘Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him: and 
Ahab went to meet’ Elijah: 3 


worfhipped, .and.| the temple: at. Jerufalem deferted, yet there 
were fome good people that feared God and ferved him, and 
fome good prophets that inftructed them in the knowledge of 
him, andjafhited them.in their devotions. ‘The priefts, and’ 
Levites were all gone to. Judah and Jerufalem, 2 Chron. xi. 
12} 14; but inftead of’them, God raifed up thefe prophets, 
who read,and expounded the Jaw in private -mectings, or in! 
the farnilies that retained their integrity; for we read not of 
any fynagogues at this time; they had not the fpirit of prophes 
cy as Elijah, nor did they offer facrifice or burn incenfe, but 
“taught the pecple to live well, and keep clofe to the God of 
Ifracl. Thefe Jezebel aimed to.extirpate, and putimany of 
them to, death, which was as much a public calamity as a 
public iniquity, and threatened the utter rain of religion’s poor 
remains in Urael. Thofe few that efcaped the fword, were 
forced to abfcond, and hide themfelves in caves, where they 
were buried alive, and cut off, though not from life, yet from 
wfefulnefs, which is the end and comfort of life; and when 
the prophets were perfecuted and driven into corners, no doubt 
their friends, thofe few good people that were in the land, 
were in like manner treated. Net § 

Yet, as bad as inings were, (1.) There was one very good 
man, that was a great man at court, Obadiah, who anfwers 
his name, a fervant of the Lord; one that feared God, and 
was faithful.to him, and yet was fteward of the houfehold to 
Ahab. Obferve his charaéter: He feared the Lord greatly, 
ver. 3. ; was not only a good man, but zealoufly and eminent- 
ly good 5 his great place put a luflre ‘upon his goodnefs, and 
gave him great opportunities of doing good 5 and he feared the 
Lord from: his youth, ver. 12.3 he began betimes to be reli- 
gious, and had continued long. Note, Early piety, it is to be 
hoped, will be eminent piety ; thofe that’ are good betimes, are 
likely to be very good: he that feared God from his youth, 
came to fear him greatly. He that will thrive, mult rife at 
fiye.—But it is {trange to find fuch an eminent good man gos 
vernor of Ahab’s houfe; an office of great honour, power, 


“ 


Raw ae oss 


and truft,,,, [1.] It was flrange fo wicked a man as Ahab 
would prefer him to it, and, continue him init; certainly it 
was becaufe he was aman of celebrated honefty, induftry, and: 
ingenuity, and one whom he could tepofe a confidence: in, 
whofe eyes he could truft-as much as his own,)as appears here, 
ver. 5. Jofeph and Daniel were preferred, becaufe there were 


_none.fo.fit as they, for,the places they were preferred to. Note, 


Thofe who profefs, religion, fhould ftudy to recommend them- 
felves to the efteem even of thofe that are without, by their in- 
tegrity, fidelity, and application to bufinefs. [2.] It was 
{trange fo good a man as Obadiah would accept of preferment 
in.a court fo addicted to idolatry, and all. manner of wicked- 
nefs. . We may be fure it was not made neceflary to qualify 
him for preferment, that he fhould be of the king’s religion, that 
he fhouldconform to the fatutesof Omri, or the law of the houfe of 
Ahab. Obadiah would not have accepted the place, ifhe could not. 
have had it without bowing the knee to Baal; nor was Ahab fo 
impolitic, as to exclude thofe from offices that were, fit'te ferve. 
him, merely becaufe they would not jom with him m his devotionse, 
That man that.is true to his God willbe faithful to his prince. 


Obadiah therefore could witha good confcience enjoy the places _ 


and therefore would not decline, it, or give it, up, though he. 
forefaw he could not do the good, he defired.to do in it...’ They 


| that fear God, need not go out of the world, as. bad,as it is. 


[3-] It was ftrange that either he did not reform Ahab, or 


_ Ahab corrupt him ; but it feems they were both fixed ; he that. 
, was filthy, would be filthy ftill, and.he that; was holy, would be. 
holy ftill. Thofe fear God greatly, that keep wp the fear of 


him in bad times and places ;. thus Obadiah did, God hee 
his remnant among all forts, high and low,; there were faints 


_ in) Nero’s houfehold, and, in Ahab’s.. .(2.) This. great good — 


man ufed his power for the protection of God’s prophets 5, he. 
hid ene ‘hundred of them in two caves, when the perfecution- 


_ was hot, and fed them. with bread and water, yer. 4. ‘He did. 
_ not-think it enough to fear God himfelf, but having wealth 
_ aud power wherewithal to it, hé thought himfelf obliged to af- 


fift and countenance others that feared God; nor did he think, 


his being kind to them, would excuf2 him from being good — 


himfelf, but he did both ; be both feared God greatly bimfelf, 


_ and patronized thofe that feared him likewife. Seehow:God 


wonderfully raifeth up friends for his minifters and people, fer 
their dhelter in difficult times, there where one would leaft ex- 
pect them. Bread and water were now fcarce commodities, 
yet Obadiah will find a competency of both for God’s prophets, 


to keep them alive. for fervice hereafter, though now. they . 


were Jaid afide. : 


2dly, When Jezebel cut off God’s prophets, God cut off : 


their neceflary provifions by the extremity of the drought. 
Pethaps Jezebel perfecuted God’s prophets, under pretence 


that they were the eaufe of the judgment, becanfe Elijah had _ 


foretold it: Chriftianos ad leones : but God made them know. 
the contrary ; for the famine continued till Baal’s prophets. 


were facrificed, and fo great a fearcity of water there was, 
that the king himfelf and Obadiah went in peifon throughout 
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the land, to feek for grafs for the cattle, ver. 5,6. Provi- 


dence ordered it fo, that Ahab might, with his own eyes, 
fee how bad the confequences of this jadgment were, that he. 
might be the better inclined to hearken to Elijah, who would 


dire& him into the only way to put an end to it. Ahab’s 


care was, not to lofe all the beafts, many being already loft ; 


| but-he took no care about his foul, not to lofé that 3 took a. 


deal of pains to feek grafs, but none to feek the favour of God, 
fencing again{t the effect, but not enquiring how to remoye the 


caufe.——— The land of Judah lay clofe to the land of Ifrael; 


yet we find no complaint there of the want of rain; for Fudah 


| yet ruled wih God, and was faithfal eith the faints and prom — 
rot =f phetss. < 


ee dlee) See UU est ee _ 
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phets, Hof si, 12, By which diftin@ion Ifrael might plain- 
ly have {een the ground of God’s contréverfy, when God 
caufed it to rain upon one city, and not upon ‘another, Amos iv. 
» 3.3 but they bliadéd their eyes, and hardened their héatts, 


- 


afd would not feces 
~~ 2. The fteps taken towards tedréfs, by Ehjah’s appeating 
again upon the ftage to act asa Tihbite, a converter or re- 


‘former of Ifrael, for fo (fome think) that title of his fgnifies : , 


Turn them again to the Lord God of hofts, from whom they 
have revolted; and all will be well quickly ; this mult be Eli- 
jah’s doings. See Luke i. 16, 17. 2 
tf, Ahab had made diligent fearch for him's fo we find 
here, ver. 10. had offered rewards to any one that would dif- 
cover him ; fent {pies into every tribe and lordfpip of his own 
dominions, as fome underftand it, or, as others, into all the 
neighbour nations and kingdoms that were in allegiance with 
him ; and when they denied that they knew any thing of him, 
he would not believe them unlefs they fwore it ; and, as fhould 
feem, promifed likewife, upon oath, that if ever they found him 
among them, they would difcover him, and deliver him up.— 
It fhould feem, he made this diligent fearch for him, not fo 
much that he might panifh him for what he had done in de- 
_ houncing the judgment, as that he might oblige him to undo 
it again, by recalling the fentence, becaufé he had faid it thould 


be azcordingto his word; having fach an opinion of him as _ 


men foolifhly conceive of witches, that if they can but compel 


them to blels that which they have bewitched, it will be well . 


again, or fuch as the king of Moab Had of Balaam. I incline 


to this, becanfe'we find when they came together, Elijah, know- ~ 


ing what Ahab wanted him for, prefently appointed him to 

meet him on mount Carmel; and Ahab complied with the ap- 

pointment, though Elijah took fuch a way to revoke the fen- 
~. tence and blefs the land, as perhaps he fittle thought of. 


‘2dly, God at length ordered Elijah to prefent himfelf to A- | 


hab, becaufe the time was now come when he would fend rain 
upon the earth, ver. 1. or rather upon the /and. Above two 
years he had Jain hid with the widow at Zarephath, after he 
had been concealed one year by the brook Cherith ; fo that 
the third year of his fojourning there, here fpoken of, ver. 1. 
“was'the fourth of the famine, which lafted in all three years 
and fix months, as we find, Luke iv. 25 James v. 17. Such 
.» was Elijah’s zeal, no doubt, again{t the idolatry of Baal, and 
fuch his compaffion to ‘his people, that he thought it long to be 
thus ‘confined to a corner ; yet he appeared not till God bid 
him: Go foew thyfelf to Ahab; for now thine hour is come, 
even the time to favour Lfrael. Note, It bodes well to any peo- 
ple when God-calls his minifters out of their corners, and bids 
them fhew themfelves, a fign he will give rain on the earth ; 
however, we may the better difpenfe with the bread of afllic- 
tion while our eyes Jee our teachers, Ifa. ¥xx. 20, 21. 
_ 3dly, Elijah firlt furrendered, or rather difcovered himfelf to 
Obadiah. “He knew, by the Spirit, where to meet him; and 
we are here told what pafled between them. 1 
(1.) Obadiah faluted him with great refpect ; fell on his 
face, and humbly afked,, Art thou that my lord Elijah ? ver. 7. 
As he had -thewed the tendernefs of a-father to the fons of the 
prophets ; fo he fhewed the reverence of a fon to this father ef 
‘the prophets ; and by this made it appear, that he did indeed 
fear God greatly ; that he did honour to one that was his 
extraordinary ambaflador, and had a great intereft in hea- 
ven. : 
| (2.) Elijah, in anfwer to him, [1.] Transfers the title of 
honour he gave him to Ahab: Call him thy lord, not me; 
thateis a fitter title for a prince than for a prophet, who /eeks 
not honour from men. Prophets fhould be called feers, and 
fhepherds, and watchmen, and minifters, rather than lords; 
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as thofe that mind duty more than dominion:” [2.) He bids 
Obadiah go tell the king that he was there tg Speak with him. 
Tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is forthcoming; ver. 8. He would 
have the king know before, that it might not be a farpinf2 to 
him 3 and that he might be fure it was the prophet’s own act 
to prefent himfelf to him. 

(3-) Obadiah begs to be excufed from carrying this meflage 
to Ahab ; for it might prove as much as his neck was worth. 
[1.] He tells Ehijah ‘what great fearch Ahab had made for 
him, and how much his heart was upon it to find him out, 
ver. 10. [2.] He takes it for granted, that Elijah would a- 
gain withdraw, ver..12. The Spirit of the Lord phall carry thee 
(as it is likely he had done femetimes when Ahab thought he 
had been fure of him) whither I know not. See 2 Kings’, 16. 
Fe thought Elijah was not in good earneft, when he bid hin 
tell Ahab where he was, but intended only to expofe the im- 
potency of his malice; for he knew Ahab was not® Worthy to 
receive any kindnefs from the prophet ; and it was not fit the 
prophet fhould receive any difkindnefs from him.) E3t }-He 
is fure Ahab would be fo enraged at the difappointmeat, thas 
he would put him to death for making a fool ofhim, or for not 
laying hands on Elijah himfelf, when he had him in his reach, 
ver, 12, ‘Tyrants and perfecutors, in their pafhen, are oft un- 
reafonably outrageous, even towards their friends, and conf- 
dents. [4,] He pleads, that he did not deferve to be thus 
expofed and put in peril of his life, What have I finned ? ver. 
9. Nay, ver. 13. Was it not told my lord, how I hid she pro- 
phets? We mentions this, not in pride or oftentation, but to 
convince Ehjah, that though he was Ahab’s feryant, -he was 
not in his intereft ; and therefore deferved not’ to be bantered 
as one of the tools of his perfecution. He that had protected 
fo many prophets, he hoped, fhould not have his own life ha- 
zarded by fo great a prophet. 

(4.) Elijah fatisfies him that he might with fafety deliver 
this meffage to Ahab, b afliiring him, with an oath, that he 
would this very day refer himfelf to Ahab;' ver. 15. Let 
but Obadiah know that he {poke ferioufly, and really mtended. 
it, and he will make no feruple to carry the meflage to Ahab. 
Elijah fwears by the Lord of hofs, who has all power in his 
hands, and was therefore able to proteét his fervant againft all 
the powers of hell and earth. é 

(5.) Notice is hereby foon brought to Ahab, that Elijah 
had fent him a challenge to meet him immediately at fuch a 
place ; and Ahab accepts the challenge ; He went to mect Eli- 
Jah, ver. 16. We may fuppofe it a great furprife ‘to Ahab.to 
hear that Elijah, whom he had fo long fought, and not found, 
was now found without feeking. He went in queft of grafs, 
and ‘finds him from whofe word as God’s mouth he mult ex- 
pect rain. Yet his guilty confcience gives him little reafon to 
hope for it; but rather to fear fome other more dreadful judges 
ment. Had he, by his fpies, furprifed Elijah, -Ke would have 
triumphed over him ; but now he was thus furprifed by him, 
we may fuppofe he even trembled to laok hifn in the face 3 ha 
ted him, and yet feared him, as Herod did John. 

17: And it came to pafs when. Ahab faw 
Elijah, that Ahab faid unto, him, rt thou he 
that troubleth Mrael? 18 And he anfwered, I 
have not troubled Ifrael, but thou and thy fa- 
ther’s houfe, in that ye have forfaken the com- 
mandments of the Lorp, and thou haft follow- 
ed Baalim. 19*Now therefore fend, and ga- 
ther to me all Ifrael unto mount Carmel, and, 
the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, 
and the prophets of the groves four hundred, 

gU 2 which 
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which eat at Jezebel’s, table.,,; 20 So Ahab fent. 


unto all the children of Ifrael, and gathered; the 
prophets together unto mount Carmel.” ITE 


We have here the méeting betwedh Athab'dnd ‘Elijah 3) as ill 

a kihg as’ ever the world was plagued with; and ‘as good a pro- 
phet as ever the church was blefled withi'> sate his byes 
1. Ahab, like himfelf, bafélpacctfetH Hi ih S'dares ‘not ftrike 
him, remembering that Jetobdam’s ‘hand “was withered! when 
it was {tretched out againit a prophet) but gives him ill fanguage, 
which was no‘lefs an affront to hind that fet him.° {It is a've- 
ry cOarfe compliment with which he “adcdlts ‘him’ 2* the ft 
word, Art thou he that troubleth Tfraél ? ver.¥ 7: How ‘unt 
like was this'to that with which his fetvae Obadiah fluted 
him, “ver. 7. “Art thou that my lord’ Elijah? Owadial feared 
God greatly; Ahab’had fold himfiPto Worewickedhefs and 
béth''difcovered their character, by the ‘Manne? UF their dddrefs 
to the prophet: One may guefs how people Mand afeaed té 
God; ‘by obferving how they ftand affected to his people “and 
minifters.2— Elijah now came to bring bléfings to” Ifrael; tidings 
of the retufn of the rain?’ yet she is‘thus'afronted!© “Had“it 
beén’ true ‘that he was’ the troublet Of HPael,Ahab, “asking, 
had ‘been obliged to°aniifiadvert® Upon’ hin: "There are'thole 
~who trouble Irael ‘by! their wickednefs, whom the! confevators 
of the public peace are toneerned to efiquire’after :” But it was 
utterly falfe concetiing Elijah } fo far 3va8’Hé front ‘being?’an 
enemy to Lfrael?s° welfare, that:he'Was'the tay of it, ‘th? cha- 
riots and horfemen of L/rael. Note, Tt tas beef the’ lot OF the 


heft and moft ufefulmen))46 be) called and eowated the tfou- ; 


blers of the land, and to'bestunupon? aid ‘for dows! ‘as public 
grievances, “Even Chrift aid ‘Kis'apoltles ‘Wer'e?th uaoniifreprez 
fented, Ads xvii: 60 i. [ 
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2. Elijah, like himfelf, boldly “réttned the chatge ‘upon thé 


king, and proved it upon hin, that he was thetroubler of Tfrael, 


ver. 18. Elijah is not the Achan,*J have not troubled L/rael, 


have neither done them any wrong, nor''defigned? ‘them any 
hurt: They that procure God’s jtidgments, ‘do’ thé: mifchief; | 


not he that foretels them/only, ‘and gives \warning“of' them; that 


_ the nation may repent and prevént'them.) “J would hade heal- | 
ed Ifrael, but? they would not be healed. “Ahab is'‘the°Achan, | 
the troubler, who follows Baalim, thofe accurfed' things. °? No. | 
thing creates more trouble to a Jand, than the impiety’ and pro- | 


fanenefs of princes and their families: 


3. As one having authority immediately fromthe King Of | 


kings, he orders'a convention ofthe ftates to'be forthwith fum- 
moned, to méét at‘mount Carmel ; where theré'had been an 
altar built to God,'ver. 30. Probably,-on that’ mountain, they 
had had an‘eminent high place, where formerly thé pure worthip 
of God had been'kept up, as well’ as it could be’ any where but 
at Jerufalem. \‘Thither all Ifrael’muft come to give Elijah the 
“meeting; and the prophets of Baal, who were difperfed all 
the country over, with thofe of the groves that’were Jeze- 
bel’s domeftic chaplains, muft' there‘ make their perfonal ap- 
pearance. iy DO OAR eI 
4. Ahab iffues out writs accordingly for the convening of 
this great aflembly, ver. 20. either becaufe he feared Elijah, 
and durft not oppofe him ; Saul ftood in awe of Samuel more 
than of God ;Or becaufe he hoped Elijah would blefs the land, 
and fpeak the word that they might have rain, and upon thofe 
terms they would be all-at his beck. © Thofe that flighted and 
hated his counfels,. would ‘gladly. be beholden to bim for his 
prayers., Now God made thofe who faid they were Jews, and 
were not, but. were of the fynagogue of Satan, to come, and in 
effet to worfhip at his feet, and to know that God had loved 
‘alas REV iis 9. . é 


? ) 


they did 72 the fecond time. And he faid, Do : 


lock which, was, given them,.,and they drefled 
it, and call 


and muft be awaked. 28 And they criéd aloud, 


34 And he faid, Do iz the fecond time : And 


as 


Chee. Xvi, feat. 


- Baal to pleafe Jezebel, 
_ thought to trim the matter, and play on both:fides, as the Sa- - 
Now Elijah fhews them the ab- - 
- furdity of this ; he doth not infift upon their relation to Jeho- | 
*vah, Is he not yours, and the God of your fathers’; but Baal 


-maritans, 2 Kings xvii. 33. 


ifthe third time And they did iz'the third 
time. 35 And the water rah round about the 
altar, and he filled the trench ‘alfo with water. 
36 And it came ‘to pafs at the time of the offer. 
ing of the evening facrifice, that Elijah the pro- 


phet came near, and‘fiid, Lor God bf Abra_ 


ham, laac, and of Ifrael, let it be known this day, 
that thou art God in Ifrael, and that Tam thy 
fervant,and that 1 have done all thefe things at 
thy word. 37 Hear me, O Lorp, hear me, that 
this people may know that thou art’ thé'Lorp 


God, and that thou haftt turned their heart back: 


again. 38 ‘Then the fire of the Lorn fell. and 


? 
confumed: the burnt-facrifice, and the wood, 


and the ftones; ‘and the dui, and licked up the 
water that’0¢sdim the trench. 39 And when 
all'the peoplé‘faw itthey fell’on their faces 
and they faid)! Phe Lorp:che 7s the God; the 
Lorn, ‘he is 'the\God.? 46: And Elijah faid un- 
to them):'Take-the pro héts of Baal, let not one 
of them efeape : and'they took them, and Fli- 
jah brought them®down to the brook Kifhon, 


and:flewthem thete?8 2/1 


: Or I 
>C4 


» Abab and the’ people expected that Elijah thauld, in’ this 
folemn. aflenbly, blefs their: land, and pray for:rain ; but he has 
other work to do firt: the people mult be brought to repent 
and reform, and then they may look for the removal of the 
judgments but not till then. ‘Tits is the right method:. God 
will firlt: prepare our heart, and then caufe his ear to hear 3 will 
firft turn ws to him, and.then turn to us, Pfal. x. 1g 1K¥k: 3, 
Deferters. muft not look for God’s favour, till. they return-to 
their allegiance. Elijah might have looked for rain feventy 
times feven times, and not have {een it, if he had not thus be- 


gan his work at the-right end. 


_ Three years and.a-half’s famine would not bring them back 
to God; Elijah will endeavour to convince their judgments ; 
and, no doubt, by {pecial warrant and direction from -heaven, 


~ he put the controverfy between God and Baal upon a public 


trial. It was a great condefcenfion in God, that he would 
fuffer fo plain a cafe to be difputed, and would permit Baal to 
be a competitor with him; but thus God would have every 
mouth to be ftopped, and all fleth to become filent before him, 
God’s caufe is fo inconteftibly juft, that it needs not fear to 
have the evidences of its ‘equity fearched into, and weighed. 

1. Elijah reproves the people for mixing the worfhip of God 
and the worfhip of Baal together. 
worfhipped God, and others Baal; but the fame Ifraelites 
fometimes worfhipped one, and fometimes thé other. 
he calls, ver. 21. halting 
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Not only. fome’ Ifraelites.. 


This | 


between tavo opinions, or thoughts. . 


They worfhipped God to pleafe the prophets; but worfhipped . 


and curry favour: at contt. 


They 


‘the ged of the Sidonians; and wil! a nation change their God? 
Jer. 1. 11. \No3 he waves the prefeription, 
the merits of the caufe: there can be but one: God, but one 
infinite, and but one fupreme: there needs but one God, one 


omnipotent, one all-fafficient : what occafion for. addition to 


and enters upon | 


t 
‘ 


~ 
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let him fay. what he would. «...j7 


2.-He propofeth to bring, the 
was fo much the fairer, becaufe ‘Baalshad all the, external -ad- 


ryt 
3- The people join iffue with him: Jt is awell fpoken, ver. - 
23. They allow the propofal to be. fair and unexceptionable, 
God had ufed to anfwer by fire; if Baal cannot do fo, let him 
be cat off for an ufurper. . They were very defirous to fee 
the experiment tried, and feemed refolved. to abide by the iffue, 
whatever it fhould be. . They that were firm for God, doubt- 
ed not but it would end to his honour: they that were indif. - 
ferent, were willing to be determined. And Ahab, and the 
prophets of Baal, durft not oppofe, for fear of the people, and » 
hoped that either they could obtain fire from heaven, (though 
they 


‘ 
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they never had yet), and the ‘rather becauft, as fome ithink, 
they worfliipped the fun in Baai;'or ‘that Elijah could not, 
becaufe not at the temple, where God, ufed thus to manifett 
his glory: and if.in this trial they could bring it to a dravsa 
battle, their other advantages would gain them the ‘victory. 
Let it go on ‘therefore to a trial. 

4. The prophets of Baal try firft, but’try in vain, with their 
god. ‘They covet the precedency. not’ only for the honour of 
it, but.that if they could but’ in the feaft feem ‘to gain their 
point, Elijah might not be admitted to make the, trial. Eli. 
jah allows it them, ver. 25. gives them the Icading ‘for their 
greater confufion ; only knowing that the working of Satan 
is with lying wonders, he takes care to, prevent a fraud: 
Be fure to put no fire under. Now, ia their’ experiment, ob- 
ferve, 

1, How importunate and noify the prophets of Baal were 
in their applications to him. They got their facrifice ready ; 
and we may well imagine what a noifé four hundred and fifty 
men made, When they cried as one man, and with all their 
might, O Baal, hear us';O Baal anfwer us; as it is in the 
margin: and this for fome hours together, longer than Diana’s 
<worthippers made their outcry, Great is Diana of the Ephefians, 
Aé@s xix. 34. How fenfelefs, tiow brutifh were they in their 
addrefles to Baal! (1.) Like fools, they leaped upon the altar, 
as if they would themfelves become facrifices. with their bul- 
dock : or, thus they exprefled their preat earneftnefs of mind. 
They leaped up and down, or danced about, the altar : fo fome 
hoped by their dancing to pleafe their deity, ‘as’ Heradias did 
Herod, and fo obtain their requeft. 
cut themfelves in pieces with knives and lancets, ver. 28. for 
vexation that they were not anfwéred, or in a fort of prophetic 
fury, hoping to cbtain the favour of their god, by” offering to 
him their own blood, when they could not do it with the blood 
of their bullock. 
honour him ; but the fervice of the devil, though in fome in- 
{tances it pleafeth and pampereth the body, yet in other things 

‘itis really cruel to it, as in envy and drunkennefs. It feems 
this was the manner of the worfhippers of Baal. God exprefs- 
ly forbade his worfhippers to cut themfelves, Deut. xiv. 1. 
He infifts upon it, that we mortify our lufts and corruptions ; 
but corporal penances and feverities, fuch as the Papilts ufe, 
which have no tendency fo that, are no pleafure to him; "Wo 
has required thefe things at your hands ? as 

2dly, How fharp Elijah was upon them, ver, 27. He 
ftood by them, and patiently heard them for fo many hours 
praying to an idol, yet with fecret indignation and’ difdain; and 
at noon, when the fun was at the hotteft, and they too, expec- 
ting fire, then if ever; he upbraided them with their folly s 
and notwithftanding the gravity of his office, and the feriouf- 
nefs of the work he had before him, bantered them. Cry a- 
loud, for he is a god: a goodly god that cannot be made to héar 
without all this clamour. Sure you think he is talking or me- 
ditating, (as the word is); or he is purfuing fome deep thoughts, 
in a brown ftudy, (as we fay), thinking of fomewhat elfe, and 


not minding his own matter, when not your credit only, but . 


all his honour lies at ftake, and his intereft in Trael. His 
new conquefts will be loft, if he do not look about him quick- 
ly. Note, The worfhip of idols is a moft ridiculous thing, and 
it is bat juflice to reprefent it, fo} and expofe it to feorn. This 
will by no means juftify thofe who ridicule the worfhippers of 
God in Chrift, becaufe the worfhip is not performed jult in 
their way. Baal’s prophets were {6 far from being convinced 
and put to fhame by the juft reproach Elijah caft upon them, 
that 1t made them the more violent, and ac more ridiculoufly. 
A deceived heart having turned them afide, they could not deli- 
wer their fouls, by faying, Ls there not a lie in our right hand? — 


y. oR-7I IN @G 8. 


(2.) Like madmen, they | 
| (which, for corréétion to both, God: deRgned? thould not now 


God never required his Wworfhippers thus to 


according 


- Chap, XVI. 


*-gdly, How deaf was Baal to’them. “Ebjah did not inter- 
rupt them, but let them go on till they were tired, and quite 
alan of fuccéfs, which was=not #il/ the time of the evening 
facrifice, Wer29. ' During all that’ time, fome of them prayed, 
while‘others of thém pfophefied, fang hymns, perhaps, to the 
praife of Bail; or rather, encouraged thofe ‘that “were praying 
to proceed, telling thein,” Baal would anfwer them at lalt; bat 
there was’ v4 ca/tver, nor any that regarded, Idols could do 
neither good nor evil!” The prince of the power of the air, if 
God ‘had permitted him, ‘Could have caufed jfre to come down 
from beaven on this cccafion, aad'gladly would have’ done it 
for the fupport of his''Baal. We-find’ the beaft that deceives 


“the world doth it, Rev. xiti. 13. - Le maketh frre come doaun 


from heaven in the fight of men, and {o deceiveth ‘ther, | ver. 
£4. --But God would not fuffer the “devil to do it now, be- 
cauife the trial of ‘his title was put on that’iffue by confent of 
parties. ieee ea: 

5» Elijah foon obtains from his God an anfwer by fire. The 
Baalites are forced to give up their caufe, and now it is Elijah’s 
turn to produce his. Let us fee if he fped better. 4 

iff, He fitted up an altar. He would ‘not make ufe of 
‘theirs, which had beeh polluted with ‘their prayers to Baal; 
but finding-the ruins of an altar there, which ‘had formerly 
been ufed in the fervice of the Lord, He chofe‘to repair that, 
ver. 30. to intimate to them, that he was not about to intro- 


| duce any new. religion, but to revive the faith and: worfhip of 
| their fathers ‘God, and reduce them-to their firft Jove, their 


firft works. He could not‘bring them to’ the altar at Jerufa- 
lem, unlefs he could have’ united the / tw" kingdoms again, 
be done); therefore, by his prophetical authoritysthe builds: 
analtar on mount Carmel, and {6 owns that which*had for- 


~ merly been built there. When we cannottarfy 4 reformation 


fo far as we would, we muft do what we'can, and ratherucom~- 
ply with fome corruptions, than not do Our etmoft towardsthe. 
extirpation of Baal. He repaired this altat with revetwe flones, 

to the number of the tavelve tribes; Wer! 3%. -V hough 
ten of the tribes were revolted to Baal, he'willlook‘apon them 


as belonging to God ftill, by virtie of the’ @n@ietit covenant 
, with their fathers: and though 'thofe ten were unhappily divi- 
| ded from the other two in civil intereft, yet in the worfhip of 
| the God of ifrael they had communion with each other, and 


they twelve were one. Mention is made of God's calling 
their father Jacob by the name of Lfrad, a prince with God, 
ver. 31. to fhame his degenerate feed, who worfhipped a god 
that they faw could not hear or -anfwér them, and to encou- 
tage. the prophet, who was now to wreftle with Ged, as Jaccb 
did, he alfo fhall be a prince with God: Pfali xxiv. 6. Thy 
face, 0 Jacob. Hof. xii. a. There he fpake with uss 
2dly, Having built his-altar in the name of the Lord, ver. 32. 


by dire@ion from him, and with an-eve to him, and not for his 
| own honour, he prepared his ‘facrifice: ver. 33. Behold the 
bullock and the wood; bat where is ihe fire? Gen. xxit. 7. 


God will provide himfelf fre. Uf we in fincerity offer our hearts — 


| to God, he will by his grace kindle a holy fire in them. E- 
“lijah was no pricft, Nor this ‘attendants Levites: Carmel had 
_ neither tabernacle of “temples it was a great way diftant from 
the atk of the teftimony, and the place: Godhad chofén. This _ 
was none of the altar that fanétified the gift, yet fiever was a- $e 
ny factifice more acceptable to God than this. The ‘partica- 
Jar Levitical inftitutions were fo oft difpenfed with, as in the 
time of the Judges, Sammel’s time; and now, that one would 
be tempted to think they were more defigned for types to be — 
_ fulfilled in the evangelical antitypes, than. for laws to be fulfil 
Ted in the {tra obfervance of them. Their perifhing thus in — 


the ufing, as the apoftle fpeaks of them, Col. ii, 20. was to. 
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Chap. XVIII. Ai I. 


intimate , the, utter, abolifhing. of them after a while, Heb, 
Wide; HQ 6 F of sasye y spree ete as San SF 
~gdly, He ordered abundance of water to be poured upon his 
altar, which he had prepared a trench for the reception of, ver. 
3. and, fome think, madg the aitar hollow.): Twelve barrels 
of water, (probaly. {ea-water,,, for, the fea was near, and fo 
much freth water in this time of drought was, too precious for 
him’ to-be:foprodigai of), thrice four, he poured upon his fa- 
erifice, to prevent the fufpicion of any fire under 5, for if there 
had been any, this would-haye put,it out, and to. make the EX, 
pected miracle:the more illuftrious., 


»4thly, He thea folemnly addreffed himfelf to God-by pray- 


er, before his.altar, humbly, befeeching him.to turn to albes, his, 
burnt offering; as the phrafe, is, Pfal. xx. 3.and fo to teftity 
his acceptance of it. His prayeris not long; forche ufed no 
vain. repetitions, nor thought he fhould be Aeard for his much 
Speaking ; but it is very grave and compofed, and {peaks _his 
mind calm and fedate, and-far from the heats and diforders 
that Baal’s prophets. were in, ver. 36, 37. Though he was 
not at the place appointed, she chofe the appointed time of the 
offering of the evening-acrifice, thereby to teftify his. communion 
with the altar at Jerufjlem. Though he- expected aq, anfwer, 
by firey yet, he came near to the altar wth panel’ and feare, 
ed not that fire. He,addreffed himfelf we a8 Pe, Gs 
of Abraham, Haac, and Lfrael,, acting faith. on, God’s ancient 
covenant, and minding the people too (for prayer may prevail) 
of their relation both;to,,God and to the patriarchs. Two 
~ things the,pleads here., 1.) The glory of God. Lord, hear 
me, and anfwer me, that 7 may be known (for it is now by 
the maft denied, or forgotten). ¢hat thou arf God in iach tp 
whom alone the, homage, and dev ton of Hiach 3s ue.3,and 
that I am thy fervant,,and. do all I have. done, am._doing, and. 
thal do,.as;thine agent,..a/ thy word, and not to gratify any 
_ humour or paflion of my own. ‘Thou employelt me, Lord ; 
make it appear that thou doft fo. | 
Elijah fought not his.own glory, but in fubferviency to God’s, 
and for his own. neceflary vindication, (2.) The edification 
of the people, that they may know that thou.art the Lord, and 
mayexperience;thy grace, turning their hearts by this miracle, 
asa means, back again.to thee,.in order to thy xetura in a way 
of mercy to them. 95... 4.4. mi; ia aes 
sthly, God. immediately anfwered him. by fire, yer.,38, 
Elijah’s God.was neither talking nor purfuing, needed not to 
be either awakened or quickened. While he was yet fpeak- 
ing; the fire of the Lord fell; and not only, as at other times, 
(Lev. ix, 24. 1 Chron. xxi. 26. 2 Chron, vil, 1.) con/umed 
the facrifice and the avood, in token of God’s acceptance of the 
offering, but licked up all the water in the trench; exhaling 
that, and drawing it up as a vapour, in order to. the intended 


od, as the God 


; rain, which was to be the fruit of this facrifice and prayer, 


more than the product of natural caufes. Compare Pfal. CXXXY. 
7. He canfeth vapours to afcend, and maketh lightenings for 
the rains for this rain he doth both. Thofe who fall as vic- 
tims to the fire of God’s wrath, no water can fhelter them from 
it, no more than briars or thorns, Ifa. xxvu. 4, 5... But this 
was not all. T’o complete the miracle, the fire confumed the 
Stones of the altar, and the very duft; to thew that it was no or- 
dinary fire, and, perhaps, to intimate, that though God accept- 
ed this occafional facrifice from this. altar, yet for the future 
they ought to demolifh all the altars on their high places, and 


~ for their con{tant facrifices make ufe of that at Jerufalem only. 


Mofes’s altar and Solomon’s were confecrated by the fire from 
heaven; but this was deftroyed, becaufe no more to be ufed. 


- We may well imagine what a terror the fire {truck on guilty 


Ahab, and all the worthippers of Baal, and how they fled from 


it as far and as falt as they could, faying, Leff it con/wme us al- 


Jos alluding to Numb. xvi. 34. 


mA -N 3G Ss 


' be the true God, Baal is a_falfe god, to’ whom thefe 


See Numb. xvi. 28, 29,.. 
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Ly, What was the refult of this fair trial. The prophets 
of Baal had failed in their proof, and could give no evidence 
at all, to make out their pretenfions on the behalf of their god, 
but were perfectly ae ed. Etjah had, .by the moft con- 
vincing and undeniable evidence, proved his claims on the be- 
half of the God of Ifrael. 
© And NOW, iffy Fhe, people, as the jury, give in. their verdi& 
upon the trial, and they are all agreed in it. "Fhe cafe is fo 
pla, they need not go from'the bar to confider of their verdia,. 
or confult about 1t;, they fel] on their faces, and all, as one man,. 
faid,, chovah, he is the God, and not Baal: we are convinced and 
fatis acd of it, Jehovah, he is the God, v. 39. From whence one 
would think they fhould have mferred, if he be the God, he 


fhall ’be out God, and we will ferve dim only, as Joth. xxiy,. 
24. ° Some, ‘we hope, had their hearts thus turned back; but 
the generality of them we enconvinced. only, not converted ; 
yielded to the truth of God, that he is the God, but confent- 
éd. not-to his covenant, that he fhou!d be theirs, Bleiféd are 
they. that have not feen what they faw, and yet have believed, 
and been wrought upén by it, more th s they that faw it. Let 
it for ever be looked upon as a point adjudged againtt all pre- 
tenders, for it was carried upon a full hearing, againft one of 
the mo{t daring and threatening competitors;that ever the God, 
of Ifrael was affronted by, that, Fehqvah, hats, God, God alone. 
2dly, The prophets of Baal 22s criminals, ave feized, con- 

fT: ? YAl SLOSS: 2svisinis t it es 
demned, and executed according todaw, ver. go. If. Jchoyah; 
Tfvaelites: 
had revolt -d,, and feduced others to the worlip of ‘him; and: 


therefore by the exprefs law of. God, they were to be put to 


i 


death, Deut. xd, 1-11... ‘There needed no proot of the: 
) facts, all ifrael were witnefles of it;, and. therefore Elijah (act. 
| Ing {til by ap. len) arr em al Winch Sno eae 


drawn into a precedent) jorders them all to be flain immedi-. 
ately, as the troublers of the land ; and Ahab hunfelf is fo ters. 
rifed for the prefent with the fire from heaven,” that the dares: 
not oppofe it. "Thefe. were. the four hundred. and fifty pro-. 
phets of. Baal... The, four hundred. prophets of the groves,, 
(who fome think were Sidonians,) though’ fummoned, ver. 10s 
yet, as it thould feem, did not attend, and fo efcaped this exe-. 
cutiyn ;, which fair efcape, perhaps, Ahab and Jezebel thought. 
themfelyes happy in; but it proved they were referved to be: 
the inftruments of Ahab’s deftru€tion fome time after, by en-. 


couraging him to go up to, Ramoth-Gilead, chap. xxii. 6. 


41 | And Elijah faid unto Ahab, Get thee: 
up, eatiand drink, for there.is a found,of abun- 
dance.of rain) 42S0 Ahabywent up to. eat: 
and ‘to ‘drink, ‘and Elijah iwent up. to the top: 
of Carmel; ‘and he calt Himfelf down upon the 
earth, and puthis face between his. knees, 43, 
And faid''to-his fervant, Go up. .now,. look to-. 
ward the fea. Amdvhe went-up and looked,, 
and faid, There is nothing’ And he faid, Go. 
again feven times. 44 And it came to pafs at. 
the feventltime, that he faid, Behold, there a-’ 


— rifeth a little cloud: out ofthe fea, like acman’s. 
“hand. And he faid} Go up, fay-unto- Ahab, 
’ Prepare thy chariot, and. get thee down, that: 
the rain ftop thee not. 45 And it came to pafs, 


in the mean while, that the heaven was. black — 
with clouds and wind, and there was-a great 
rain, And Ahab rode, and went to! Jezreel. 

46 Andi 


28 Lo aia 


Cor 


46 And'the hand of the EeKD” was on ‘Elijah 3 
and he girded up his loins, and. ran; Be efore, e A. 
hab, to the entrance, of Jezreel.;, didgia yd [sali 


Ifrael being’ thus far reformedy;that thegi ree acknowledged 
the Lord to be Gods and’ hadiconfented! tovithe : ‘execution’ oof | 
Baal’s prophets, that’ they mightynot feducenthem any tore, | 
though it was farfhort wf a! thorough reformation, ‘yet was fo | 
far accepted, that God thercuponopened) the ‘bottles*ofi hea. 
ven, and poured out bleffings wpénchisland that veryoevering | 
(as it fhould. feem): that? ‘theyy/ sdid ithis good work, which 
fhould have ‘confirmed ae in) their Ai coe ' See es 
iv 18,19. Isor odt ite bad 

i. Elijah fends ‘Ahab toveat and drink; for} joy. phat Godda 
noc ateepted is works, and brainbwas coming. See! Ecclef. | 
ix. 7. Ahabhad continued fafting «all day, »eithertelipioufly, | 
it being a day of prayers or for want of leiftires “it ‘being abday | 

} 


| 
j 
| 
i 
i 


of gteat-expedtaticn 5: but) now: let» hiny’ eat “and> drink for | 
though others perceive ‘no fign’ of i it ‘Elijah, by faith, hears*the | 
fount of abundance of rgins wer: 411. “Godrevealeth hisifeorets | 
tolhis fervants the) prophets} andi: yet, without''a revelation, | 
we may: forefee, that, when!man "sjudgment runs down like/a | 
viver, God’simercy will.) Raitisthe river of God) Pfalolxwig, | 
2\,He himfelfiretires to ipray, (for though: God-has 'promif- ) 
ed rain, heymutt aflaity Zech. xx), and: to giver thanks: for | 
/ God’s, anfwes by fire, now bapiny?. forvan) anfwer oby/water. | 
What he faid: we ate not tolds')!) Buty :(1.)Heiwithdrewohim- | | 
felf to an:odd placeytoithe top dfi Carmel; which was ‘very high, 
and:very. private: » 
an\ the top of: Carmel, Amos ixs3. ix Thete heswould be alone. 
Thofe:who: are, called) tovappear and waGt! vin’: (publics for! God, 
muftlyet find:time to beiprivate with whim}? arid’ keep’ up:ltheir | 
converfe with himpim; folitudes:)|Dhere he? fet, himfelf, esl? 
were, upon his watch-tower} likethe propliet,vHab. ii? 19\(2:) ae 
He put himfelfinto:a yery: ‘odd potturey’ He'calt himfelf down | 
on his knees: upon the-earth, in/token “of humility, ‘reverence, ik 
and. importunity, andiput his face between his kneesssiv €)~bow- | 
ed his head fo low,:that \it. touched ‘his ‘knéesiz\ thus» abafing || 
himfelf in: the ie of his’ own Bagot ct now age re thus | 
honoured him, : 02 b 
3. He ee A bis fervant to dois him ‘noticesas’s fobs as’ he 
difcerned a cloud rifing out of thé fea,: the. Mediterranean fea, | 
which be had a large profpeét of from the top of Carmel. The | 
failors at this day call it Cape Carme/.\ Six times his fervant | 
goes to the point»of the hill, and ifeesonothing bringsi0 ‘good | 
news to his mafter s,yet! Klijahocontinues| praying, will not \be | 
diverted fo far’ as to go and fee with his! owno eyes, tbut ‘(till 
fends his fervant to fee if he: could’ difcover! any hopeful cloud, | 
while he» keepsshisymind«clofe and intent‘in prayer anda. | 
bides by it, asone.that shad taken up jhis /father»Jacob’s’ refo- 
lution, £ will not Set thee: go except 'thow ble/s::me, . Note, 
‘Though the.anfwer of ourofervent and Believing: fupplications 
do not come prefently, yet we maftcontinne iinftant in ee . 
and not faint or give oti 9 for at! fe enditifhall freak ' ‘and not | 
lie. so OW at louone evar gool tiny 
4. A little iland at Hotipd: appears;no bigger than ‘a man’s | 
sey which prefently, over{preads! the heavens) and waters’ athe | 
earth, ver. 44, 45- Great bleflings' often arife from final be- | 
ginnings, and fhowers of plenty fromv'a cloud" of a fpan’ long. 
et.us, therefore never 'de/pifethe day of Small things, ‘but “Hope | 
and wait for great things from it. «This was’not\'asi'a nforn- | 
ing-cloud, which pafleth away; though «Mfrael’ ‘s»goodnefs’ Was | | 
fo, but one that produced a Plentiful rain, Pfal.vIxvii. oN vand | 
an earneft of more. 
5. Elijah hereupon haftess Ahab home, ) aed him | 
himfelf. Ahab rode in his chariot, at eafe, arid in ftate, ver. 


4 


| 
Hence we ‘teadofi thofe that hide themfelwes 


Chap. KIX. 
45./ 1 Elijakiran'on foot before himy . if ‘Ahab-had - Wasdthe 
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adfpect to} Hlijah thatshe déferwedy helthouldo h we: taken hiin 
into his chariot, as the Be aa io he{-mightohe- 


nour him before the elders of Ifrael, and confer with him far- 


ther, about, the reformation of the ding ym s but his corruptions 


“got, the, hetter of, his, conyiGtionss ‘and,he, was’glad.to. geticlear 


ofhim, as, Felixrof Payl, when, hejdifpiffed. him, and-adjourn- 
.¢d/bis conference. with him, to; a-moxe, convenient feafone But 
ince, Ahabjinvites. him, not torideswith him, }heowillaua ide-. 
fore him, yer. 47.28 one, of, his, foosmaen, sthat shea might, not . 
feem ‘to be, lifted. up, with, the. great, honour r (God, had put -wpon 
him, on ,to, abate,in, this civil: refpedts, to bis :prince,| ithoughyihe 
xeproyed, him, faithful Vs, God’s sminifters., fhould make: itap- 
peat, that how igreatfoever. they. look when shey.cleliven God’s 
Tages; ryet, they,,are fam fromalaffeGing worldly! grandeur. 
Let em TRR YE tate the, ings of, the ¢arth, raflioin smeic:~” 
binf alpar i aw od iwiatio siinp 2p ay pel mob qual Pi 
oi H: 2A Bla § MTX psidonordl: bok} marly 
We left Elly ab at’ thé Putrance™® 4 of Jextrech, | ill ap heating 
gublicly this. spate 


$f 6189 of 4 end 


and all. the ‘ped y/e q hi upon Bim, In Int 


“an 


a olff a “hati Lat abfcondin rn and riveninto obfcu- 
hy yal a fin e could 4 Fave. been p red Ags 
ber ays ay 5 esas iip pon ius a f up eT Oi fey : 


oy bei pO, pub MOG AL ns 13g 
20 ple’ edi Pe ages 
ie ers” SpneAe On 


ig a 2 
oie The 

Ge 
B mwas 


iy nN ie iy SJ Wore 
ce thet ) Vere t,— ow s met in ‘bi i/hrent, 
oe b “Gad, bis ce a he is , Sct 
Bet au hin Hy ve Pay uC ca Sale Ho ie) Pit ol hie, 
0 dO Bip Pe big oe SG ed hear 

Bai arg, ane i big ed mb wis Hse e Moa 


oat ‘and’ ‘enboutdged? hin,, ve a epee au 
Ip se Pi n us af 34); i n 
en ot, 
"were firs ngthéned ab bis ae Os Bite of bani 


ae ve Li; difha’ with bi him | 


Siow Sto) ack a to ie ata 
ye DAhab'tola Texevel & alt't 
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ba meffenger antouBlijalyfaying) So letothe Bods 
do to me, and more alfo, if I make* Abt, tty dt 
as the life ‘of ‘one oF then, By 7 to-morr morrow. Si abayt 
this. time... 3 And. when he eee rh: 

andawent for. his.dife;,and: came i er, ‘ihebe, 


which belons ete to: efnbads lab at rant. 
there!’ 4° But™he Dinnfelfs sed Be s s jour- 2 
ney. ie ‘the, NaS a nou ee 


tien hoch an- 

at and 
eats aii Sinica te dedieed ae behold, . there was 
a’ cake baker ‘on’ the’ Coals’ and a'c rufe of water 


at his head: and “he did, eat and, drink, and 
Tai him, down again. oo And the: angel of the — 
~LorD came again the fecond | time touched — 
him) and faid, Arifecand eat! ‘becaufe ife’ the j it. 


ney 7s too great for thee. “8 nan he sot, 
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~ and kingdom. 


"yet at this time fhe. durft not meddle with him, for fear of the 
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did eat and, drink, and went in the ftrength, of 
that meat. forty days and» forty’ nights; ‘udto | 
Horeb the mount’of God, 0) fs ofr aid orm 
1 gro baa lasrll eyanlo Se: s10lsd mid aoa 
One would have expected, aftty {cho R PUBlie and feahible 
manifeftation of the glory of Géaj! and tach a'¢leat decifion Gf | 
the controverfy depending between*him ‘and Baal,’ to the: ho- 
nour of Elijah, the confufion of Baal’ pfopKets, and! the univer- | 
fal fatisfaGtion of the people ; after they"had én both “fre and | 
water come from heaven at’ the prayerof Elijah, and “bothih | 
mercy to them; the one’as it ‘fignified the accéptanée of ‘their 
offeting ; the other as it refréfbed their inheritances which was 


weary, that now they fhould @!l as one'man have’ returned to - 


‘the worthip of the God of Ifrael,’and°taken “Elijah for their 
guide and oracle, that-he fhould from thenceforward Have beén 
prime minifter of ftate, and hig directions ‘laws both’ to king 
But it is quite otherwife; he is neglected 
whom God honoured ; no refpect is paid)to him; no care ta- 
ken of him ; nor any ufe made of him; but, on the contrary, » 
the land of Ifrael, to which he had been, and might have been 
fo great a blefling, is foon made too hot for him. 

1. Ahab incenfed Jezebel apainft him. ‘That queen-con- 
fort, it feems, was in effect queen-regent, as the was afterwards 
when fhe was queen-dowager ; an imperious woman. that. ma- 
naged king and kingdom, and did what fhe would... Ahab’s 
confcience would not let him perfecute Elijah ; fome, remains 
he had in him of the blood and’ fpirit of an Ifraelite, which 
tied his hands 3 but he told J ezebel all that Elijah had done, 
ver.’ 1.3 Not 'to Convince, but to exafperate her. It is not faid | 
he had told ‘her What‘God had done, but what Elijah had | 
done, ai'if he, by fome fpell or charm, had brought fire from 
heaven, and the hand of the Lord had not been in it... Efpe- 
cially he réprefented to her, as that. which would make her 


ae a againft him, that he had flain the prophets. "The 


~ prophets of Baal he calls the prophets, as if none but they 


were worthy of the name. Thofe were they his heart was 
upon ; ,and-he aggravates the flaying of them as Elijah’s crime, 
withoht king notice that it was a juft reprifal upon hef. for 
killing’ God’s'prophets, ‘cap. xviii. 4. Thofe who when they | 
eannotifor fhame or fear'do mifthief themfelves)’ yet ftir up 0o- | 
thers.to do it, will haye it laid to their charge; as if they:thad | 
themfelves done it. ati r 
_ 2. Jezebel fent him a threateni /meflage, ver. 2. that fhe | 
‘had vowed and {worn to be the death of him within twenty- 
four houts. Something diverted her that fhe could not have 
it. done juft now} but the refolves it fhall not be long undone. 
Note, Carnal hearts are;hardened and enraged againft God, 
by that which fhould convince and conquer them, and bring 
them into fubjection to him. She fwears by her gods many ; 


. and raging like one diftraéted, curfeth herfélf if the flay not 


him, without.any provifo of a divine permiffion. Cruelty’ and 
confidence oft meet in perfecutors: J will purfue, I willovertake, | 
Exod, xv. 9. But how came the to fend him word of her 
defign, and {o to give him an opportunity of making his efcape?. \ 
‘Did fhe think him fo daring, that he. would not flee? or her- 
felf able to prevent it? Or was there a fpecial providence in it, | 
that the fhould be thus:infatuated by her ‘own fury? I am apt 

to think, though fhe defired nothing more than his blood; 


people, all counting him a prophet, a great prophet ; and there- 

fore {ent this meflage to him purely to frighten him, and get 
him out of the way for the prefent, that he might not carry on 

‘what he had begun. T'he backing of her threats with an oath 
and imprecation, doth not at all prove that fhe really intended’ 
~* Vou. Il, 
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it ; butyonly intended to, make,bim believe it. The gods fhe 
fware by could do her no harm. 


* >rY 


3- Elijah hereupon, in a great fright,’ fled for his life, it is 
likely by night, and came’ to Beer-theba, ver. 3.. Shall we 
ipraife -him for this? Wejpraife shim «not. | Where: was the 
courage with which he»had confronted. Ahab, and all the pro- 
phets of Baal ? nay, which kepthim: by his facrifice, when the 
fire of God fell uponit? He that ftood undaunted in the midit 
of the terrors, ‘both of shheavem.and earth,.trembles. at the impo- 
tent,menaces of'a proiid: pailionate woman. Lord, ewhat is 
‘man? Great faith isnot alwaysoalike ftrong, He couldanot 
but know that-he:might-be very: ferviceable.ta Iftael at. this. 
juncture ; and had all the reafon in’the world to depend upon 
God’s protection while he was doing God’s work ; yet he flies. 
In his former danger, God«had bid him hide himfelf, chap. | 
XViin 3. therefore he fuppofed he might do it now. Ree 

4. From Beer-fheba he went forwandyinto. the wildernefs, 
that_vaft howling.wildernefs in: whichthe Ifraelites wandered. 
Beer-fheba, was fo far \diftant from Jezreel, and within the do- 
minion of fo good a king as Jehofhaphat, that he could not 
but be fafe there; yet, as if his fears haunted him, even then 
when he was out of the reach of danger, he cannot reft there, 
but went'a day’s journey into:the defart. Yet perhaps he re- 
tired: thither, not fo,much for his fafety, as that he might be 
retired from the world, in order to:a. more intimate and free 


 communionswith Godio Heileft his fervant at Beer-/heba, that 
_ he might .beyprivate in \the Wildernefsy:as Abraham left his fer~ 


vantsatythe bottony of the hill when’ he went up into the mount 
to\iverfhip,God andiias Chrift in the garden was withdrawn 
Siom his difeiples. Qr,\perhapsy it was becaufe he would not, 


.sxpofe his fervant whoswas. young and tender, to the hardfhips. 


of theywildernefs, that would be:putting new wine into old bot- 
tles. We eught thus to confider the frame of thofe who are 


.; under our charge, for:Godconfiders ours. 


(5. Being wearied with \his journey, he prew crofs, (like 
children; when they are fleepy), and wi/bed he might die, ver. 
4. He requefted for his life, (fo it is in the margin ), that he . 
might die; for death is life to’ good man; the death of the 
body is the life of the foul. Yet that was not the reafon why 
he wifhed to die ; it was not the deliberate defire of grace, as 
Paul’s, to depart and be with Chrift, but the paflionate with of 
his corruption, as Job’s. Thofe that are in this manner for- 
ward 'todie, are not in the fitteft frame for it. Jezebel had 
fworn his death, and therefore he-in a fret prays for it, rungs 
from death to death ; yet with this difference, he withes to die 
by the hand of the Lord, whofe tender mercies are great, and 
not to fall into the hands of man, whofe tender mercies are 
cruel. He would rather die in the wildernefs, than as Baal’s 
prophets died, according to Jezebel’s threatening, ver. 2. left 
the worfhippers of Baal triumph, and blafpheme the God of 
Ifrael, whom they will think themfelves too hard for, if they * 
can run down his advocate. He pleads it is enough, I haye 
done enough, and fuffered enough; I am weary of living. 
Thofe that have made fuch a happinefs in the other world, 
will foon have enough of this world.—He pleads, J am not bet- 
ter than my fathers ; not better able to bear thofe fatigues ; and 
therefore why fhould I be longer burdened with them than, 
they were? But is this shat my lord Elijah ? Can that-great | 


_ and gallant fpirit {neak thus ? God thus left him to -himfelf, to 


fhew him, that when he was bold and {trong, it was in the 

Lord, and the power of his might, but of himfelf he was no Let. 

ter tham his fathers, or brethren. . 
6. God, by an angel, fed him in that wildernefs, into the 


wants and perils of which he had wilfully thrown bimfelf, and 


in which, if Ged had not gracioufly fucconred him, he had 
es perithed, 


s 


Keir} 


perifaed. How tiuch bettet doth God deal withiHis chil- 
dren than they deferve ! Ehjah ina petiwithed, to dies God 
needed him not; yet defigned farther to employ. and: honour 
him; aod therefore fent amiangel to Acep Aim alive. ..Our 
cafe would be bad fometimes} if God thould) takeous-at/our 
word, and grant us our, foolifhi/paffionate: requelts, Having 
prayed he might die, he laid dean and flept, ver. vu withing Jit 
may. be to die in his fleep, .and\not-to wake agam 5. bytohe sis 
wakened out of his fleep, and. findschimfelf not. uly well» pro- 
vided for, with bread ahd water, Yer. 6.:bat, which was more, 
attended by an angel, who guarded him when he flept,. called 


3° i 


Cry 


him to his vi€tuals when they were ready for him, vers§.!and - 


a fecond time, ver. ie He needed: not complain. of the’ un- 
kindneffes, of men, when! it was thus madeiup! by the miniftra- 
tion of angels. / 
fared better than the prophets of the growes,that did eat at. Fe- 
xebel’s table, Wherever God's: children are, vas they are dull 
upon. their Father’s-ground,-fo they. arel {till onder | their .Fa- 
ther’s eye and-care.» -They,-mayy tofe themfelves inia wilder- 
neis, but Gad has not left them sthere they thay look at him 
that lives and sees them,as Hagar, Geénlixvi. Abs 

_ Laflly, He is cartied inthe, firength Of, this! meat to Horeb, 
the mouat of God, ver 8... Vhither ‘the, fprrit of the Lord led 


hin, probably beyond his own intention,) that) he might have | 
communion with God in thefame placewhere Motes: had; the | 
The an- 
gelibid him eat the: fecond ‘time;\ becaufe of the greatnefS of | 
(Note, God! knows | 
what he defigns us for, though we donot, what fervices) what — 


Jaw that was given by: Mofes' being revived by shim. 
the journey that was before him, ver. 7. 


midls; and will take-care: for us when we, for, want-offorefi ght, 
"cannot for ourfelves, that we be furnthed for thém with grace 
Sufi cient. 
‘vidual: the fhip. accordingly. sS¢e\ how «many. different-.ways 
God took:to keep Elijah alive; fed/him by ravens,’ with mul 
tiplied| meals, by an angell; ‘cd ows: to. fhew, that man \hves 
not by breadsalone,: Kes kept himsalive forty: days Without meat, 
not refting.and: fleeping, ‘which. might) make: him) the’ Tefs:-to 
~ crave faftenandel, but continually traverfing the »mazésoof the 


defart, 2: ‘day! for avyear,of Ufrael's, wanderings}, byet he neither | vias 


* needs food nox defires.i it. >The place, no doubt; o minds» him 
of the manha, and encourages) hire to hope, that: Gad .would 


fuftain’ him here! and in duectime bring him to 1aby hei did 


Titel though, like his), fretfuband difinufifits: our Sag 
ihe Ig BUO4 


9 @ And he.came, thither. unto ‘a cave, “and 
Idea. there; andi behold, ithe, word,,of the 
Tees came to hin, and he faid: unto: him; What 
doft thou here,. Elijah? - To And’ he faid, I have 
heen very jealous for the Lorp God of, hofts : 
for the ae of Lrael have. forfaken: thy, CO- 
venant, threwn down thine altars, and flain 
thy prophets with the fword'; ‘and I; even Wont 
ly’ am Het, and they. feck my, life, to, take Finer 
way. 11 And he faid, Go forth, | and, fland.up. 
on the mount before the Lorn.) And. behold, 
the Lorp palled by, vanda great dnd- ftrong wind 
rent the mountains, atid brake in pieces the 
rocks before’ the! Lor: ut the. Lorp was 

_ notin the wind: and ; He the wind, aly earth- 

quake ;. but the Lorn, was notin the earth- 

"quake: « 12 And after the earthquake. a°fire 5 

but’the Lord was not in the fire: and after che 


Thus provided for, he hadcreafon to think: he « 


is called. the mount of God, ‘becaulé ‘o on at 


He that appoints: what’ the! voyage: thal, be}: will 4 ee fe (te a his glory. 


t Pralc CXEXIX, Spheln God ‘will t ee care’ of his ov outcafs 
| thofe that for He fake” are driven” out ‘from’ amo ad 
will find and own, and gather with: cverlatting 1 ovin 

| neflés.” St John’ faw the vifions of the age: eh Be was 
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fire a ftill {mall voices -13 And it was fy when | 
Elijah heard 77} ‘that hewrapped ‘his face m his 
mantle, and went, out, and ftood in. the entering 


in of the ceave,: and, behold, there, came a yoice __ 


unto him, and faid, What doft:thou here, Eli. 
jah? i And hé'faid, I havévbéen! very jealous 
for‘ the’ Lorp God of Hotts: “becaufe. the chil. 
dren. of lfrael haye forfaken, thy | “covenant, 
thrown down thine altars, and flain thy prophets 
with the:fword;.and 4, even] only am leftyand 
they feek my life, to take it away. I “And the. 
Lorn faid,“unto- hae Go, return on thy, way to: 
the ,wildernefs of Damatcus z and when thou 
eomeft,., anoint) Hazael..so) be ‘king over. Syria. 
16 And Jehu the fon of Nimfhi thalt thou a+ 
noint 2o be king over Lrael : ‘and Elifha the fon 
of Shaphat of Abel-meholah, halt thou anoint 
to.\be prophet. in, thy, room... ok r7, And. it fhall- 
come to pais, thaz him that: efcapeth the fword. 
of Havael, thall-Jehufay: and-him that efcap- 
éth fiom the {Word of Jehu, hall “Elitha flay 
18, Yet T have left me feven ‘thoufand in Ifrael, 
all the knees which have not, bowed unto Baal, 
and: vary mouth: which hath hov'kiffed him, 
Here is iS, r: Egjeh, houfed i in a cave at mount Horeb, which 
“God - had - formerly 
erhaps, this” was . thé fame cave 


fofes Bian Me ae ie 


ing” a pee xa 


And, ‘p 


on oe i oF a rock, in which ., 
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! in banifhment i in the ifle ‘of Patmos, ‘Rev. ah Wid 
“The q veftion God'a again puts to ‘him i is, What do defo here a! 
Bi fe ver. 9. and. again, ‘ver. 1 This i i arepis ae 
For his’ flecing't ‘hither | - What bse 5 thee fe Bh “hom ne? 
| Dott thou | flee from Jezebel? ‘Could thoy not d tie ce upo' on 
atntey, power for thy protection ? pee the € mphafis s. upon i 
[thou What thou? So great a 2 man, | o great ‘a ro ret! Ore! 
famed for refolution ; doft thou t run thy county, Tun thy co- 
~~ tours 


te or ‘ * 2 
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to-teke\ itcawway? and «DT had better fend my life in a ufelefs 
hfdirude, than lofe my lifedincadiuilets endeavour to reform 
thofe'tliat-hate!tocbe reformed. 12 
4, God's manifeftation of himflfto bim. Did he come 
hitherstoomeet ‘with God?) he {hall find that God will nov fail 
ytorgive him the meeting: Moles owas put intovthe ‘cave, when 
1\God’s glory paffed Before hinrs but Elijaly was called out of 
eitptoifand-wwon the mount before the Lord, ver. 11. He Saw 
no manner of jimilitudes no-inoté than I{rael ‘did, when God 
talked.to him!in Horeb.. But; (1.) He heard a {trong wind, 
‘and Jaw) the terrible effeGs of ity forvit rent the mountains, 
‘and tore the rocks. »'This was the trunipet founded before the 
Judge of heaven and earthy :by his. angels, whom he makes {pi- 
nits, cor wands,! Pfalo'cive 4. founded fo-loud, that the Barth not 
only: rang; but -renbagain. (2!) He fele the fhock of an eatth. 
quakes: (3:)4efawan' eruption’ of fire, ver. 12. Thete 
‘were towher nthe defigned manifeftation of the Yivine glo- 
ty; angels bemg employed in them, whom’ he ‘wzizderh a flame 
of fre, and who; as bis: mini(ters, march before him; to’ pre- 
pares inthis defart;\.a highway for or God. But, (4.)'Ac 
lalt he perceived a: ftill:fmall woute, sin which the Lord was, 
é. e. by which: he: fpoke'to: hitn;land ‘notiout’of ‘thewwind, ot 
‘the earthquake, or the fire. :’/Fhofe Ttruck.anawe upon him, 
awakened his’attedtion; and obliged > hirneto vhamilityand re. 
verence ; but God chofe!:tomake know his! /mind to him in 
foftswhifpers, ‘not in thofe dreadful founds.’ °?Which ‘when’ he 
‘perceived; [1] He kerapt Aixsfacelinrhis manthy: as one afraid 
to lodk upon the glory of Godj‘and ‘apprehentive!thaviswould 
idazzleshisieyesy'and overcome him ‘Phe angels °covér’ their 
fagesbefdre! God, imtoken vof reverence, ‘fal lyi. 270 Elijah 
shad shis;:formfhame; thatshe fhould be! fdcha coward to ‘Otitrun, 
this. duty, whem he hadofuch a! Godof ‘power to ftand'by him. 


ther, and not {o-dlkan example, . Shagld fuch)aanan ap, Ej an | 
fe 2 Neb, vie 11. Pha Pao if vie Se be thus /haken. 
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“mess where mys bufinels flies; and Where.I mayrbejufeful 13). | 
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J wey 14 Shee Rw he ORS wipe 54 Si 55 YT vik 
queftion, ver..14. Tn which; (1. ) He excufes his retreat, and | 


by hopes, of doing gaod, he had) been. very jewlous for the Lird | 
God of Dofis 3, but now he had laboured ia vain, and all his en- 


¥ 


5 : * 
i eflirated.to be their accufer before God. Thus John vy. 
Pathe etser ecpamnsn aecuet Delors «Goda, Tous Johp 
4.5. ere t at accufeth you, even Mofes, in whom ye 
PM orpse, DOW) Hf. fuged Nock Wo tyeaae Aw Halles 4 
ruff. ee a re trily miferable, fe ave the teltimony and 
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pia 6 a 301 $’ prophets again t them. ) He charges | an it. Lihés windy:andveatthqdake, and’ fire, did fot make hin 
them, that ey had fort: cen God’s covenant sthough they re- | -Cover:his face;’butitheiftill voice did.!sGracious fouls are more. 
tained circumcifion, th ah nand | eal ‘of it is ret they had gquitted affected ybysthe tender) mercies.of the Lord, than: by his ter-. 
his, worthip-and fervice, vite the inténtion of it. f€ | xorssi if'2i}vHerftood:at the entrance: of the ‘cave, teady to 
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‘anc Aewice, which Was the intention of it. | Thofe 

rel Jina n munio hear what: God-hadsto fay to him. ‘This mahder’and method 
of: God’s:maniféfting himfelf here at mount! Horeb, feems to 
referotoothe ydifeoveries' God formerly made of hinifelf at this 
placeeto: Mofes..'[1.] Then there wasa tempe(t and earth- 
quake, and fire, (Heb; xiioa 8. but when God would thew Mo- 
{es his. glorys-he proclaimed hisigoodnefs ; and fo here, He was 
the word, was in the jtill finall voice.’ [ 2.) Then the law was 


z cy t le Caves “nor jaal, thef fep. rate altars, fie given to Ifrael, with the appearances of terror firft, and 
SO, 4 Y VQ a) OSS PMR. StPys AOUHT AL SNTA re onp: 2 ¢ rey ant +P MEET OT Sef f i" a . 
thoug break oe ae ieee Pthe ‘church; yee Beinge- | thew witlf 4 Voice Gf words and Elijah “being now called to 
is) mh i {fF O ORB GS enw tio BS SAV Toiry me te Pi ona nes : ie : i a ; es 
atten edb of that incctely aumed at ‘the ‘plo revive that law, {pecially ‘the ‘two firlt commandments of it, is 


here taught hhow j to mamagesit; [he mutt not only, awaken and 
termfy the peaple «with amazing figns,, like the earthquake and 
fire 3 but he muft.endeavour, with a {till {mall voice, to con- 
vince atid “perfiade them “and ° 10t ouf-run them when he fhould 
do ‘that.. Faith ‘cdnies by hearing the word of ‘God, miracles 
| dovbit make waysfdrsito i[32] Then LGed: {pake to his ‘péo- 
| Pleqwithstersors busin the gofpel of Chrift, which Was) to be 
| riprophuceg by the {puit and power of Elias, he would Speak 
| by a ftill fmal} voice, the, dread; of which fhould not make 
us afraid SeeFeb. kik, UBL DEL os 4s 
DistPRe ordets God gives hini what todo. He repeated 
the; queftiony fie Jhad; put to» him before,’ What doft thou here ? 
- This is.notia place for thee now. Elijah gives the famé_ao- 
{wer, ver, 14. comp aining of Ufiael' apoftacy from God, and 
the ruin of religion’ aniong them. To this God gives him a 

debauch them, than f can to reform them, wy hat, can one do réplyS° Whell ‘he! wifhed be’ might die, ver. 4. God anfwer- 
againft thonfands ? D> cfpair of fuccefs hinders, many a good -en- |) ed him-not‘according to his folly, but was fo far from letting 
‘ texprife, “None is willing to. venture alone; ‘forgetting that him die, that be not only kept -him alive then, but provided 
: thofe ; “not one, who have God with. Le It was, be- |} that he fhould never die, but be tranflated. But when-he com- 
caufe he could not appear with “any fafety: They feck my lift, 1 plained of his sine ean (and whither fhould God’s pro- 

; 3A2 phets 
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of Gout and Faved Hn itil, he fening (titans 
difpentec 


J Lyk eto QD ITF f fp OF, 008 ? 
of them was ‘with 30d owne them for his altars, 
Diaetlegs that a [etuliledt dnd ‘te petite? hort deat 
as wel ; : stl ¢ \ 
ps i gh ahtet LSPHD WD” 1) seating BKh zvA\sh 
jupon 


TSH NY AHIR: Sr. Haeh wzvy\ls 

, Ks FY ff BS. rites fin. But this was not all, 
pepe {if DLs Std 1h, pL) UO IV OEE iss 

Lhey havi 2 [iin thy pro, bets wie the. fword, who, it is Bes 

biaaialered ale aldras Jail,» Brig hy 

<VILL., 4. but it.is,charged upensthe, body of the people, 

I 1em , were canfenting to their de th, 

Ty, Hw Does ts & ares isl 

). He gives the reafon why he retired 


TEA ect , 
becaufe the enetality-of th 
By f Ss 


into’ this defart, and’ took, up his tefidence in this cave ['.] 
Tt was, becanfe he could not appear to any purpofe: L only.am 
dt, and have none to {econd or {uppor me in any good de- 
- fign., They all aid, The Lord he is God;, but not one of Hem 
would ftand by me, ‘or offer to fhe ter m =. Lhat ‘point then 
gained, was, prefently loft again; and. Jezebel can do more, to 


_ 
TORT 


and pleated with it.” ( 


| 
| 
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little thought ‘to have ‘me€’ there, God’s love often proves. ; 
| larger'that man’s charityj'and) more extenfive, = you to 
JOU iey Dis bs) oh obs Heed nieces oid Slekia cn 
19 4 So hendeparted, thence, and found Elie 
fha-the don of Shaphat, who, was: ploughing. 
with twelve yoke" (foxen before him, and he!» 
with the twelfth; and’ Elijati*-patted: by ‘hint> s 
and caft his mantle upon him. 20 And he feet 
the oxen, and -ran,after Elijah, and faid, Let me 
I pray thee kifsomy: father and my! mother, and: 
then I will follow thee. And‘hefaid‘untovhiny * 
Go. back again; for what have I done.to thee 2? 
2 EW, 1OL EIST 2 J 10 200 
2t And he returned back from, bim, and took, 
a yoke of oxen, and flew them, and boiled their 
flefh with the inftruments of the oxen, and gave 
unto the people, and they did eat ; then he’ at 
rofe, and went after Elijah, and miniftered un-" 
to-bimeos.. : : ‘ Bi DSH PIOUS AVC 
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. Elitha Wastnathéd ‘Taft in ‘the orders God gave to Elijah, but 


phets go with their complaints ofthat’ kind, bit to their maf- © 
ter? God gave hiv an anfwer. He feh@s him back with di- 
rections, to appoint, Hazaél king,of Syria, ver. 5.. Jehu king 
of Ifrael, and Elitha his fucceflor in the eminency of propheti- 
cal office, yer. 16. which is intended as a prediétion, that’ by — 
thefe God would chaftifé the déatnérate Tfraelites, plead his 
own caufe among them, dnd! avenge the quarrel of bis covenant, 
ver. 19.’ \Ehjak complained, that the wwickedhefs of Ifrael 
was unpunifhed; the judgment. of famine’ was too gentle, and 
had not reclaimed, them; it was removed before they were 
reformed. . J have been jealous, faith he, for God's name; but 
he himfelf has not appeared jealous for itt "Well, faith God,! 
be content, it is'all in’ good ‘time’; ljuclements: are prepared for 
- thofe feorners,| though «they ate not yet infligteds the perfons- 
are pitched upon, and. fhall now, be. nominated; for they are | 
in being who fhall do the bufinefs._ (1.) When Hazael comes 
to be king of Syria, he fhall make bloody work among ‘the | 
people, 2 Kings viii. 12. and fo ‘correét them for their’ idola- 
try. “(2:) When Jehu comes‘to ber/king’ of Ifrael, he: fhall 
make ‘bloody work with the royal, family, and fhall utterly, de-,., 
ftroy, the,houfe of Ahab, that fet up, and maintained idolatry, 
~(3:)-Eluha, while,thou art on earth, thall ftrengthen thy hands; 
and When thou art’gone, thall carry on’thy work)’ ahd be a rev! 
mainino witnefs ‘againft the 'apoftaey of Iffael$ildnd even he: 
fhall flay the ‘children of Bethel, that idolatrens ¢ity,, Note, | 
The'wicked are refetyed/to,puniflinyent. | Avil purfues finnerss.., 
and there is, no. efcaping it ; to attempt, anefcapes is but,to run: 
from one {word’s point upon another. See (Jet, slvlit. 44. 
He that fees from the feur, (ball fall vito hb ps said he that'’ 
gets up oubnf tbe Pe of os beter théfoaret> Blithd,! with! 
thé fword of the iSpitits ifrall terrify and/wound thé,,confeien-,, 
cesiof thofe: whorefeape, Hazael’s, fword., of, war and Jehp’s 
Sire Guest sha Preece Ber dine fil Beep the” 
wicked, Ua. xi. 4. 2 Theff. vi. 5. Hof. ii. “8.—It is a great” 
comf rt, o good men; and good miniltérs; ‘to think that? God!* 
“will Never? want) iaftramiénts too do! His work,| in this :time) but ? 
whém they. ate gone, others: fhall be! raifed; up| to carry it-on-,, | 
6. The comfortable:information, God gives him of the num- ; 
ber of Ifraelites who retained their integrity, though he' thought » 
heswasHleftcalone: yer:,a8,.Z. have left me feven thoufand, in 
Ifrach (befides Judah,) evbich have not bowed the knee to Baal. . 
 Notey(4)uIn times ofthe greateft degeneracy and apoftacy, 
~ God jhascalsvays. had,-and will haye, a remnant, faithful ‘to him; 
fomelthat keep, their integrity, and.do not go 2 ie ftream. 


is “fnft called’ for'by him ee! dther! Reo were’ to “Be alle? 
He matt’ cone in? Elijah’s 460i” yee’ Ehjah forward 4s 
raife hin}, "and is far ‘from Being jealous “of his fueceers bury” 
rejoiceth to’ think'that hé fhall leave the work of Géd in fale’ 
good IIMA ie ta is}tasion) Sqod ise) stone has ’rtigel 

Concerning this call of Elitha, oblebre, COO!) ails tre nailliw 

1. That it wasa preventing furprifing call: Elijah found 
‘him by divine direction,’or, perhaps he! was before acquainted 
‘with him; and knew where to, find him: He found hia net 

1 


‘in, the {chools of the prophets; butiin the fe/d; mot reading, or 
praying, or facrificing, but ploughing, ver. 19, Though.a great 
imap, as appears by his, feaft, ver. 22. matter. of hate B d 
and oxen, and fervants ; yet he did not think it any difparage- 
‘ment to. him,\ to follow his. bufinefs himfelf;, and not only ee 
infpeét his fervants, but himfelf to lay his hand to Ae AeLeR, 
' Idlenefs ig\no. man’s honour nor is hufbandry. any, man’s. dif- : 


| grace. An honeft calling. in the world, doth, not.at.all put 
/us.out, of the way of our heavenly calling; no ‘more than it 
‘did, Elitha, who. was taken from following the ‘Peuahtetee 
Tfrael, and to fow the feed of the word; as. the, apoftle: from 
fithing, to\ catch men. _Elifha enquired not after: Blijab, but : 
_was' prevented..with this call- We love God and chile eg A 
becanfe he chofe us, and Joved us firft. asd ees : bet ae 
2. 'Ehat, it was.a powerful call. Elijah \ did but ta Bis 
mantle upon. him, ver, 19. in token of friendthip, th; h : vou Saeee 
Xe aah NEE ASS NY TASS TRA Ge AE OU 
take him under his\ care and tuition, as he did under hi man- ¢ 
tle, and to be one with him in the fame clothes, : aint 
of his \being clothed. with the fpirit of Elijah s-now;he puts 
fome of his honour upon him,-as Mofes on Jothya, Nomb- 
xxyil.29,; but when Elijah went to heaven, heh .d th =man- 
she ener 


4 


The:apottle mentions. this anfwer, of God to Elijah, Rom. 
xing: zaitdapplies it to his.own, days when the Jews generally . 
jeGeskthe, golpels yet faith:he, at, this time alfo there is a.rem- 
nantly ters S2b (24) Itas Ged’s work, to preferve that Tempant, 
and. diftinguith,them from. the refts, for without his grace they 
could not have’ diftinguifhed: themfelves.,.. J Aave, left mes it 


grace { 3.)rltciscbut a dittle, remnant, 10, eos GH awith h 
the thoufands | tle entire, 2 Kings ii, 13... And immediately he . 
to go.as they would, and ran after Elijab, “and ured “ae 
that he would follow’ him prefently,° ver. 20. : napyi ib ee tay 
hand touched his heart, and unaécountably incline him by = 
facret power, without any external perfuafions, ‘to quit Ihis hy 
bandry, .and: give: himfelf to the, miniftry. | Itiis in a’ day 
power, that Chrift’s fubje&ts are made willing, Pfal. SE3s3 
nor would any come to Chnift, unlefs they were thas draw 6 
Elifha came to’a refolution prefently ; but beggéd’a Glen, 
not to afk leave; but ‘only to take’ leav : of his  parentsi( i! sik! 
and for God, gnakes them think the corruption is univerfals, but |) was not an’excufe for delay, like his (Luke ix. 6.) that def 
God fees not'as they doi... When we come to heaven, aswe | red he might bid them furecuell that were at homes but. only pity i 
fhall mifs a greae.many ‘thence, whom we. thought, to have | refervation of the refpect and duty he owed to his rue oa ; 
met there; fo we fhall mect.a great many there, whtom we !' mother. Elijah bid him go back, and do that} he would not. a, 
: ; Nes Tle es ide 


: \ 
. “ " { pre | 
; ie ‘ : ? ’ 7 a 


till ale altingpts ining fepasatingdayigomes,, o6§n) dP: Lard 
knows thein tratvare his,,though we do not; he fees in, fecret, 
(6.) There arqahore, good people in the, world, than fome, wile 
and holy men think there are. Their jealoufy of themfelves, 


a 


ather and, 


; Chapt 0, tar ie K di 
_ hinderyhim gonay,ovif hébawould,:he »might .goibagk; fox; good) 4) 
and all, for any thingHe-had done; to bims:;:45ewillmot, force. «fj 
_ ‘him, nor take him againft his will ; let him fit down and count 
* theséoft, anddnake it his) Guhl ado PHS iedey OF Gddls 
~ grace, preferves| the native liberty! of man’s will ; fo ithat ‘they; |} 
who are| good, are; good df,choice, and not{by,con{traint;s not}, 
« prefled; men,-but v@lunteers. ; ee 


uit apg fn 
3, Phat, it was a pleafant and acceptable call to him,. ‘which | 
appears by the fre-well-fealt he made for-his family}: Pe24 i 
Though’ -he not! only quitted all’ the comforts | of “his father’s) 
houfe, but! expofed himfelf to the analignitysof Jezebel, and jer: | 
partys itiwas;a difcouraging time for prophets torfet outing AL 
man that had confulted with flefh ;and blood, - would, not, be. 
fond of Elijah’s mantle, nor. willing to, be in ‘his ‘coat; yet E2* 
litha chearfully, and' with a ‘great deal of fatisfaction,! leved ‘olf S 

to aécompany him,/24T hits Matthew imadesa great featt, when 
he left: the receipt of cuftom to follow, Chrifts: 543 4) dyoh 
4+ That it, was an.effegtual call. Elijah did not flay for’ 
him, left he fhould feem to compel him, ‘but'left him to his 
own choice ; and he foon arofe, went after him, -and‘nhot only 
‘aflociated with him, but minifered fo him, as his fervitor,! pours] 
ed quater. on his handt,, 2) Kings,iii. 14; 9 Utys-of great advan- 
tage, to, young minifless, to, fpend, fome time under the diretion . 
of thofe thatiare aged and. experienced, whofe, years teach wits; 
‘dom andinottothink amygh, Jf eccation be, to minilker to, 
‘them, -Phofe that.would be. At itm, teach, mult, have, time to, 
learn: and thofe that hope hereafter to rife and rule, umult be 
- willing at firft to ftoop and.ferye, APT ec Ss be 
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This chiiptes is the Biltoryy Of Babar babebtin Bei biadad Winky of” 
(Syria, iid’ had Ping of Tracks iM wbich' Ahab wad whee 
anid dake Sictorioy’! We set nbibthig bf Blijah or Biba 
ii all this ory ; iF probably ae Hays US abated” 
anil the’ pet eeulion of a Began t0 £60) ; ‘ahich- gant 
i. poate Elijad improves appears nol at ebiire & bik Being doled 
pe may Eebuflthidls of goad People Bere Roeréén Trae, more 
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© Shig bt he 'B Fo reform WBE HALON? HBAS LEE YBPONE andl edule 
Mould Nite Fofoi niet YW hile they coere thas buff, ‘Geil! 
favoured the nition will Ue fuctefes we hare read of which 
were the more remirkable, Dectaufe obtained ayainlP Bewhadady 
king of Syria, whofe fuccéfir, Ha2atl; was ordained ro\b9%@5 
feourge to Tfrael ; ‘they mujt foortly fifftr by te Syritins, and 
yet how triumph ‘over thein, that, if poffible; ‘they mighe be Vee 
10 repentance by the ‘goodte/s of Goll.” “Hére is;>Uv Ben. bas 
dad s. defcent ial Dratl, and pi Fafolent demand, Perv fa? 
2. TT The defeat Ahab gave! hin} envotraged and Uiredio 
ed by as phet, vere 44. 2d FL The Syrians! rallying! 
‘Again, a @ the feconid defeat Ahab gave them, veri 223—3Sx 
‘LV. The coveniant of edie Mhab made with Be-hadaid when 
‘We had him at his mercy, Wer) 31,34; for whieh be is xe! 
“proved and threatened by aprophet, ver. 3552> p3yow or js 
Vere Dm yictett 2G bas tesa 2 tS ordosed bree 
‘AND Ben-hadad the:king of Syria gathered) 
~% all his hott together, and there iaere.thu~ 
yo and two:kings with him, and” horfes, and: 
Myehily Stale Stary 4 Mit ade? ei aStiso Uresbiourdon 
chariots: and he went,up and beliegéd Saina- 
ria,jand warred againft it. 2 And he fent. mef- 

’ fengers'to Ahab. king of Ifrael into the.city, and 
part him, Thus faith” Ben-hadad,:3 Thy 
filver and thy gold is mine, thy, wives,alfo and 


a. 


| mand, ‘Wer; 2, 3. 
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hyichidren, even.the,goodlieh, are mine. 4 
né the kingrof “IfracHanfwered and faid, My 
ra) O'*Ring, acedrding to-thy faying;I am thine, 
and all that Phavé.,°'s “And the’ mefléngers 

cane again, and faid, Thus {peaketh Ben-hadad, 
faying,: Although ha ve.dent, unto, thee, faying, 

Thou 'thalt-deliver nie thy. filver-and: thy gold, 
and'thy wives aiP thy children: °6 Yet 1 will 
fend, my fervants, uilto thee, ‘to-thorfow about 
this, time, and they, {hall fearch thine houfe, and 
thechoufes.of thy fervants.; and it thall be, that 
whatfoever igpléafant i thine!eyes)/they. fhall 
put 77in their Hand, and takeic away. 7 Then 
theking of Ihacd called all’the elders of the 
lands and: faid,,.Mark,,. pray ¥o u, and ge. how 
this wd nofeekethiimifohiess. for | heyfent un-_ 
to mé for my’ wives;"and for my childrény and. 
for'my filver, and for My péld,and F denied hin’: 
not, 8 And.all the elders, and all the people | 
faid unto him, Hlearken, not,wxto,bim, nor con-* 
fent’_ 9 Wherefore:she.\{aidi wnto:the smeflen-.) 
igers‘of Benthadad, "Pell my lord-theking, «All. 
‘hag ‘thou didi fed Pe to ‘thy evant av the: 
cit, L will dog but, this, thing T may’ not do, 

| And théeimeflengers departed,.and. brought him, 
word asain. bxovAnd Bem-hadad:fent unto him, 

ene dy Fhe en do°fo! {unito!-meandmore. 
alle, ie tle dugOr Seihaita Ypall fulice fos hands 
fuls for,all-the. people that follow me, it 4 ch : 

the! king cof frael anfiwered.and,daid,, Tell dim, 

‘Let notching that girdeth Onvebey harne/s; dboakt 
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Heke 1S). The titeatenispdelcedt whith Bewhadad made! 
upon. Vhabs King faihp ad ‘the: flege he Jie to Sutadtiay his. 
royal city, vers Ke “What the grdiind'’of the quatrél Wasp wel 
ate Hot. aie, ; 

“wiley oil Her want forte pretence’ or ‘others: > Davidyy in’. 
“his Hes ad Quite fubdued the’ Syrians; and’ made them trib: 
taties t6°Lfrael but’ Tifael’s apoftafy’ from God ‘makes them 


Vetbuiftiefs anid’ ‘ambition: >was”wthe! principle, 


formidable again: Af had ‘téihpted ‘the Syrians to, invaded.” 


rae} “Ohde, chap? Sv78,° 9) 25.3 and How they did itiof their: 
| ows accord." Fe ae Nicer a ae a' foreign’ force! into. 
| a'coutitry} pofterity may pay ‘deat for'it.e-Bemhadad had ‘with . 
) hish thitty-two: king’; Who were éither tributaries-tov himy: and 
, bound in’ dity'to attend! him; ’ of confederates’ kvith him,sand 
| bod GA interelt Ho am Kine! “How little didethe tide-of 


| king’ look, when all Ried poor petty governors pretended to . 
lite: io -: S38 | HivH wok SP lguind yar. Vien Bouts i ’ 
| Did ep cae ty betiiedd' Hefe two kings, Surely Ifrael’s.de- . 


| fence wal depatted from theth, or elfe ‘the Syrians could not 
have marched fo teadlilyP and’ with fo little ‘oppofition, ito Sa- 
_ mafia, “the héad arid heart ofthe country, ‘a city lately built ; 
>and therefore, We imiay fuppofe, “riot! 'well! fortified, but like to 


| fall quiékly’ into: the Hands of: the invaders. Both fides are ‘ay 


ware of this ; ‘and’thérefore,, > d 

‘of, Ben-hadad’s proud fpirit fends Ahab'a very infolent ‘de; 
nd, “V A’ parley is founded, \and a trumpeter! (we 
may fuppofe) is fent into the city to lét Ahab: know, that, up- 


On 


ty 


von thefe terms, he will raife the fiege: That Alab became his 
vatlal, nay, his villain; and not oniy pay him a tribute out of 


What he has, but make over his title-to Ben-hadad, and hold 


all at his will, even -his wives and children, the goodlialt of | 


them. The mannér ‘of -expreflion is defigned to gall them; 
AMI fhall be miné without eXctpHOny foi p 
2dly, Ahab’s poor fpirit fends Ben-hadad a very fneaking 
fubmifhon. It is general indeed, hé dannot mention particulars 
in his furrender, -with fo much pleafute, as Ben-hadad did in 
his demand; but it is effeCtual, 7 am thine, and all that Ehave, 
wer. q. Sve the effe& of fin. (7.) If he had not, by fin, pro- 
voked God to depart from him, Ben-hadad could not have 
made fuch ‘a-demand. — Sin brifigs men into ftraits, by putting 
them out of the ‘divine’ protéGion ; “if God fhall not rules, 
our enemies fhall-; a rebel 'to’God, is flave to all befide.—A- 
hab'had prepared his filver and poli for Baal, Hof ti. 8.; juft- 
ty theréfore it is taken from him;’ fuch an alienation amounts 
toa forfeiture. “(2.) If he had not, ‘by fin, wronged his own 
confcience, “and fet that apain{t him, he could not have made 
fuch a mean farrender.’ Guilt difpirits men, and-makes them 
cowards. THe knew Baal’ could not help’; and had no reafon 


to think’ that God would ; and therefore is content to buy his 


 Lé°npon ‘any terms 5° Maint for flan, and all that is dear to him, 


he will give for it; he will rather live a beggar, than die a | 


piince. 


“ 3."Ben-hadad’s proud fpirit rifes upon his fubmiffion, and | 
‘becomes yet more infolent and ‘imperious, ver. 5, 6. Ahab 
had laid his'all’at his feet, at -his mercy, expeéting that,one_ 
king would ufeanother generoufly ; that this acknowledgment | 
of Ben-hadad’s fovereignty would’ have contented him; the _ 
honour was fafficient for the’ prefent,.and he might hereafter 
Satis ef profraffe leon. But 


(1.) Ben-hadad is as covetous as-he is | 


make ufe of it, if he faw caufe, 
this will not ferve. 
. proud, and cannot go away, ublefs/he have the poffefiion as well 


asthe dominion ; he thinks ‘it not enough to call it his, unlefs - 
he have it in his‘hands ; ‘he will ot fo much as lend Ahab the } 


_ufe of his'own' goods above’a day longer. \. (2.) He'ts as fpite- 


ful a8 he is haushty. ‘Had he come himfelf to pick out what 
he had a mins for, it had been fome refpeét to a crowned head; 


but he will fend his fervants to infult the prince, and heétor o- 


ver'liim, to rifle the palace, and trip it of all its ornaments ry 
nay; “to’give’ Athab the more’ vexation, ‘they fhall be ordered, © 
not only-to | takel what they pleafe, ‘but if they can but Jeatn | 


which ‘aré the 'perfOns or’ things ‘that’ Ahab is in 4 particular» 
‘manner 'fond of; to take’ thole ; ‘whatfoever’ is plea fant in thine | 
‘exes, they fball'take*aabay.’ We are oft croffed in that which | 
we hioftdote upoh,* and that roves leat fafe which is moft | 
dear. (3+) He 4s’ ‘as’ tinreafonable’ as “he is unjuft, and will 
conftrue the furtender Athab made for himfelf ‘as 'made for all _ 
his fubje Gs too, and will have them ‘allo to Ne at his mercy; 
‘they ‘fhall fearch not’ otlly thy ‘houfe, ‘but “the ete fer- 

ea fide) LD yD Gh 
~ er = eo Hh AOR my’ ste riy j Blefizd be God 
for peace and ‘prefperity, atid that what he have we can call ; 


vanis'too, aidplander ‘them ‘at difcretion. 


four owns 23\ 8G 


4. Ahab’s poor fpirit Begin’ “to rife’ too pon his growing in- } 
folence ; and if it become not boll, yet it becomes defperate, 


and he will rather hazard his life than give up, all,thys. ~ ( 4.) 
Now he’ takes advice of his privy 


to ftarid it odt.— He freaks’ but’ ‘poorly,’ ver. - > appeals to 


them whether Ben-hidad Were /not'an tinréafonable enemy, ‘and. 
from’: | - 


‘did not-feek! mifchiefs and ‘what /other could he-expedt 
one'that, ‘without any*proyocation given hin, had invadedoliis 


country, and beficged his capital city? , Fle owns to them how, 


he had ‘truckled to-him before, ‘and would have them, advife 
him what ‘he thoald'do in’ this Mtait. They fpeak bravely, ver. 


4 1 et eg 


‘ple had not animated ‘him, 


ouncil, who encourage him |} 


ener 


= 


"the pavilions, he and,the kings, the.th 


Ghep. KX. 


; r 8 ene #4 

ftand by him in the refufil. (2.) Yet.he expreffed himfelt 
very modeflly in his denial, ver. 9.5- he owns Ben-hac ad’ do» 
minjon over him, Tell my lord the hing, T have ng, detign to ‘ate 7 
front him, nor to récede ‘from ‘the farrender F have’ alt ady 
made; what I offeredvat firft, Twill ftandito ; Zussthis thing £ 
may not do; 1 mult.not give. what is none ef my: owns Trqwas 
a mortification to Ben-hadad, that. even {uch aq abject fj iit as. 
Ahab’s was, dares deny him; which yet it thould fgent, yy, his ; 
manner of exprefling himfelf, he durft not have ‘done it ee asd 
a? LHL : sf 

5. Ben-hadad proudly fwears the ruin of Samaria’ the thnea- 
tening waves of his wrath meeting with this check, rage ard 
foam, and make.a norfe 5_he hufis and heétors, and impre ates 
the impotent reyenges of his gods, if the dufl of Samaria za 
Sor handfuls for his army, ver. 0.3 fo numerous, fo tefolutean’- 
army will, he bring into the’ feld.apainit Samaria, andi fo confi- 
dent is he of their fuccefs, it will be done as eafily as the taking 
up of a handful of duft; all hall -be carried away, even the 
ground on which the’ city lands. "Phus' confident is*his pride, — 
thus cruel is-his malice ; this:prepares him to’ be ruined, though — 
fuch a prince and fuch a people are unworthy of ‘the fatisfac- 
tion of feeing himortined. 2 PUR ee ora 

6. Ahab fends him a decent rebuke to his affurance ; dares 
not defy his menaces, only minds him of the uncertain‘tarh$ of 
war, ver. 11. Let not-him that begins a war, and is girding | 
on his fword, his armour, his harnefs, boalt of victory, or think 


himfelf furevof it, as if bethad put it of; and were come home: 


a conqueror. ‘Ihis was ‘one of the wilelt wordsthatever Ahab | ; 


{poke, ands a good! itent or memento torts all. Tt'is folly ‘to és 
|boaft before of any: day, fihce we7know not whateit may bring 
} forth, Prov. xxvii. 1.5 but efpecially to boaft of a day of bat! 


‘tle, which may. prove as much" agiinft'us, as'we promife our- 

felves it will: be for us. — It is impolitic to defpifetan® rierhy, 

‘and’to be too fure of vidtory is the way to“be Beate" Alpply 
‘it to our fpiritual’confli€s: Peter fell by Ris confidanes wide! — 
‘we are here, we are but girding ow the hares, aad aberefore> 
amuft never’ boaft-as though ‘we-had ‘put ic off. Alisty wi thé'nian 
that feareth always, atid is ‘néver OH-Bis: Watch Ah Se aT 


; MW Ssthy mai ch PO Ft 3k 8 Lig te GUD ate "a eS 
| 12 Amd itcame ‘to pels, when; Ben-hadad 


| heard this meflage (as he was drinking, he and. 


the kings in the pavilions) that hedaidiantechis 
fervants, Set your/eives marrage “And they fer - 
themfelves it arrqy-ageinkt the ia aes 


Taha | 
S king 2 


behold, ‘theré SA 4 SPN GLE 


of Ifrael, faying, Ehus faith the. one ‘Hai 
feen all this great multitude?) Behold, I willde-. 


hoo et he Lon Nad Aba 
By whom?” And he faid, ‘Thus faith the J 
rovinees.| “Then'he-faid, Who'fhall ordet the: 


battle? And he nfwered, Thou. “Srs"Then he 


StS Si * 
bire > 3 


ie Pf Ale Zin Misi hid elo b9et aay Sich 
numbered the young men of pee | 


ie} i HIBS Ot TUSMSVO S17 
provinces, and they were two hunc red and.thir. 
ty-two: and.after. them, he numbered. 


8, Hearkenonbt to him, “aor confeht; ‘promifing, no” doubt, to” 


“re ele pile, So i 
ail = anh pe ’ < 
3 
> P 


‘And he, faid, Whethez. 


Chap. XX, 


firft;and Ben-hadad fent out, and they told ‘him, 


. or WCE he 3 3iSY LS RISES “ALES 5. 
faying, There are men come out of Samaria, 18 
they be come. out for 


peace, take them. alive; or «whether they be 


thefe, though. thefe are ;bad. enough. 


- intoxicated, he would not haye been, fo very fecure. 


y 


his fall,as Belfhazzar’s was, Dan. v. 
_ Sper that preferred his ‘pleafure before his bufinefs, and kept his. , 
when they fhould have been at their |. 


infpire 


_dent was he in 


come out for warptake then: alives” 19So thefe 
young men of the princes of the provinces came 
outof the city, and the army which. followed 
20 And they flew every..one. his mai: 
and the Syrians fledy and liraeb purfaed them: 
and Ben-hadad the kip of Syiia efcaped on an 


horfe, with the horfemen, » 21 And the king of 


-Tfracl went out,..and {mote.the horfes and cha. 


riots, and. flew the Syrians with a great flaugh- 


ters 


The treaty between. the befiegers.and the befieged. being bror 
Kea off abruptly,.we, have here.ap, account of the-battle that ens 
fucdimupediatelyedrowiu 216 sidosd & dact-bnue ‘Soda. dos 

1. ‘Fhe Syrians, the befiegers, had their direétions. froma 
drunken. king, who.gave oxters, ayer. his cups ashe was idrind- 
inBs Vela 12..drinking bieyelf drunks vere Os swith the kings in 
the pavilions, and.this.at noon... Dyunkenpefs jis a fin that ar- 
mies and thein officers have of old been addicted tou. fay not 
thou then that the former days, were, in this refpeét, betier. than 
Had he not been very 
fecure, he would not have fat. to.drink and:had he not been 
Security 
and fenfuality went together in, the old world and Sodom, Luke 
Rit. 265256, Ben-hadad’s drunkennefs was the forerunner of 
How could he pro: 


kings:.to drink with him, 
tefpedtiye pofts to fight for him ?,In his drink, (1.) He orders 


the town, to be invelted, the engines fixed, dnd every thingy got 


ready for the making of a general attack, yer. 12. but ftirs not 
from his drunken Club to fee it done. Wo unto thee, O land, 
when thy hing is'fuch a child. ; 
a fally; (and: by that time he was far gone), he gave orders to 


take them alive, ver. 18. not to kill them, which might haye ' 


been, dyne| more: eafily and fafely 5 but to feizé them, which 
gave themyan opportunity of killing the aggreffors : 
W he orders he ave, 


to renéw the treaty ;' thus, as is ofaal, he drinks and 
law, both the policies! and the juttice of ware: 
_ 21, Dhe; Lraelites, the befieged, Had their direGions. from an 


had hated. 
near tothe 
wonder, that God! thould! end ‘a prophet with a kind and gra- 
cious, meflage;to fo wwitked a prince as Ahab was. But he did 


rophet, even one, drew 


ie 


nd perfe ecuted: And aefeld a 


‘it, (14) Fon'his people Ifrael’s fake, who, though wickedly de- 


generated, were the feed f Abraham his friend, and Jacob his 
chofen, the children of the covenant, and not yet caft off. (2+) 
That! he ‘lhe magnify ‘his ‘mercy in doiig good to one fo evil 


and mithapkful,> might either bring? him to repentance or Jeave 
him the «wore, inexcufable, _ (31) Thatshe might, mortify the 
f Ben: adad, and check his inf 
ened hereafter, but. 


pride | f ? 
mall | en-hadad’s haughtinefs fhall be 
al ‘hows for God refifts the 


de 
fay, that Ae fears the wrath of thé enemy, Deut. REX. 26,27. | 


rE i ae g Nw 6S 


(2.) When the befiegers made’ | 


So.inpru- | 
as well as unjuft, in order- 
ing them to be taken prifoners, though they came for peace and | 
forgets the - 


ah t, one of the prophets of the Lord, whom Ahab, : 
ing of Trael, fo it may ye read, ver. 13. Behold and 


gener Ahab’s idolatry, ..|, 


proud, and is | leafed to 


J bere was but/oné prophet, perhaps!tobe had in Samaria, and ’ 


a : 


be diew, near, with this meflage,, -iatimating, ‘that he had been 


er might be of God,’ [3,J,Al ab mult him 


Slips off the fpirits of princes, and 


we?. butJet us fight againft them in the plain, 


535 
forced to keep at a diftance, Ahab, in his profperity, would 
not have borne the fight-of him; but now he bids him wel- 
come, when none of the prophets of the groves could give him 
any afliflance; he jaguired not for a prophet of the Lord, but 
God {ent one to him unafked, for he waits to be. gracious. » 
Now, (1.) This prophet animates him. with anafiurance of 
victory, which was more than all the elders of Ifrael could give 
him, ver. 8. though they promifed to {land by hing... Phispro- 


‘phet, whois net named, for he Jpcke-in God’s name, tells him 


from God, that this very day the ficze fhould | be raifed, and. 
the army of the Syrians routed, ver, 1.3. 


faid, Thus faith the Lord, we may, fuppofe Ahab began to trem, 


Tt is intimated to.him what good ufe 


aii 


may be prevented and precluded, and the sesrne of the pore 


3. The iffue was accordingly ; the. proud Syrians were bea~. 
ten, and the poor defpifed Hraelites were méne than conquerors, 
the young men gave an alarm to) the. Syrjans, jut at noon,.at- : 
high, dinner-timey fapported by what, little force. they. had, vers 
15. Ben-hadad defpifed them at fir(t,wer. 1.8.,but when.they: 
had, with unparalleled bravery and dexterity; aia: every. one, 
his man, and fo put the army into, diforder, that praud) man... 
durft not face them ; but mounted, immediately, jdrunk-as he... 
was, and made the belt of his Way, ver.n2.:, See) how.God,,. 
makes) himfelf ternib/e to, she. 
kings of the earth. Now, where is the filyer, and gold hede-, +, 
manded of ‘Ahab? where. the handfuls of, Samaria’s dul 2). 
Thofe that are ‘moft fecure, are commonly leat courageous. 
Ahab failed not to improve this advantage, but flew the Sy, 
rians with a great flaughter, yer. 21..,.Notess God, oftentimes: 
makes one wicked man a {courge to another, 


22 § And ‘the prophet _camé to the ‘king of 


{ Ifrael, and faid unto him, Go ftrengthen, thyfelf 
j and. mark. and fee what,,thow doit :for at-the- 


return of the year, the king df Syria will come: 


| up againft thee.”'23 And’ the: fervants’ of the 


king’ of Syria faid ‘unto him, Their. gods are gods. 
of the hills, therefore they were ftronger than. 


an él 


! 


K 1 


and furely we fhall be ftrongek than. they, ned | 
And do this thing, Take the kings! away, every, | 
man out of ‘his place, ‘and ptit-captainsan» their 
rooms. 25 And number'thee lan army; like: the 
army that’ thou haf? loft,’ hotfe ‘for horfe;’ and 
chariot for chariot: ‘and! we will fight againtt 
them in the plain, dnd furely we'thall be ftronger 
than they. ‘And he hearkened unto theinvoice, 
and did fo) 26 And it dame to pafsdt the teturn 
of the year, that Benhadad*numbered the:Sy- 
rianspand. went up to, Aphek,.to,fight againft 
rael. 27 And the childref of Lrael were inum- 
‘béted, ‘and were'all "ptefent,"and>-went ‘againtt 
‘them: and the childrén, of Tirder pitched ‘before 
them, like two little flocks.of kids; but the, Sy- 
/yians filled the-country. 28 4, And there came 


536 ; 1. 


“a man ‘of God, arid fpake untosthe king of. Iftael, 


“and ce es fe Lois; Becauté the Sy. 
yJRiARS, ee LORD, 25 ‘God: of the’ ‘hills, 
\ibutshe: dees eee: Oelaet ‘therefore vill | 


oy deliveriall ee ee into phine. hand, 
"brid YE fli Pktow that Pum the: ewe: 29 And 
ingens cn oft eee int the tether feven 
sidays5i.and y p it was, th the’ fer enith day'the | 
babattlewwass joined :>; if ne hi dren, of, ‘Afrael 
‘*flew'c of? anes” dinhundied::thoutand foot 
Bie Poke ee ye But therreft fledito A nek 
late ibe Pea WalP°fell gare int 
at 


i 


Te the, men Be were 


>oandyBenshadad: fled, and.came into, the rans f 


5) J gery ho) sid 
ame 6 ) A 
oat in ‘fritter chamber. -bou s1oled esyishmods sldmiud 
of mun boveison sw sykd 


eyhave shere,.an. account, “Of, “another. ficcetstal'“c i 
(SUR HAP diving fds, made 3§ a painit” ‘the Hide 
-owhich,she, gave, them a. greater de! eat ‘than nit“ the former 
Strange ! Ahab idolatrous, and yet victorious; “2 erfeelito ; 
and yetja, conqueror... God has wife and holy els ‘in Tffe 
a 0 WB wicked men to, aro sean ‘it ay orifies His, Bie name. 
‘oo dy Ahab ts, aaron by a ‘prophet | o prepare: for dn other 
d 1 Wika ele 22+ 0 dt Ses ‘he was now fecure, ‘and Tooked 
_9 but aplittle, way, re fore, } anes ; th nals oF fe that ‘Gatelel GF their | 
5 ofduls,, are, often, as . garele slefs of, th eit utWar4 rs’; “But* the 
+e prophet, ‘(to whom od made. known: ‘he fol Howing ‘Counfels of 


th [90 


sogthe, Syrians) told h Hi . they ‘Ayould renew, theit ‘attemipt ‘at the | 


codveturn.of the. year, in | ieee to ier? the Hea ‘they had loft, 
poiand be revenged:for + 1¢ low. ‘they had receive d.° “Atnd' there- 


-fore bid him. ftrengthen Aste if, hs! ‘intel mto4 pofture of | ‘ 


ce, and, be. ready, to, ive them a warm reception: '' (Go 

od ge hgh Sent oie Anis: “mutt ie the eae fiband “elfe he 

e d :,Help.t If, (treng ithe “ths and “God w A 

ae fe te sie se hetht ig Of God's Tiel! are di 
Ba sn Feltlels IBA their ms and tr they yy take fgete 
by oping time, fo thee ves, yet are fh 9 "Sede 8 out! thretitenings ~ 
on ne flaygber agaialt she church, | TE eokeetis iu ays fo © 
oy expect af fs rom, 0 our, Spirit cual i enti a a en cece to 3 
nw Bat ee, [HL 16 MsSISOOL : 


Weueg 
wae Beaca Piha ita i Waning fhe 
sao Pe pep es MEX’ Campa fom 


They cet fe him’ to. 


| achtey oe ae aie 
eL con 
i ‘ip ta h t thi pads 


wth Te} a enty-feven, 
‘| tee Pde mals hp dD Ta a een ‘tm 
| the (allstof whid Tee footers might a qotlaythasendeny they 
Ha his ground, ; vel yy. They 

ang it for granted it was not Ifrael, but Ifrael’s gods, that 


N G 6 ; Chap. xx. , 
yaae eit 33 fd deanneae chem, ‘a verflly had, to. ak: 
‘lg Gible ‘ powers’: But tey-fpealsimetty signorantly ‘of Jehoyah 3 
ght he’ wwas Many, iawhereas [Heds»oné, |and his). name one sothat 


+ he lavas their Got only; aclocdh deity peculiar to that nation 5 


whereas | ‘he 4é the Crtatot andi)Rulerofyall the world ; ‘and 
that heowas'asGod of the hillssonly, tbecaufe.David their, great 
“prophet had faidy DuilFlift up th ine éyestothe bills, from,wbence 
Ceomethimy help, Pfalvoxxdlats: and that bis. foundation.,.was: in’ 
"the holy hoi Pfab. betkviie. a. Ixxuiii. 54and there was 
Great’ talk’ ofthis oholy bid PRlykVe haXXivy 3+ oi Suppofing 
him altogether fuch a one as their imaginary deities, they, fan- 
‘icied. he was confined to; -his ye and could not, 0 would not. 
come down rom the Pe and aoe an’ army: in in [thé cvalley 
Noe tabi below Bt sé cogs from lufider ‘his proms: 
ve hs Wait Iweré /the2 Gentiles! an lthéir tmaginations| conckrhing 
Goby for wrerghedly were mheit fooli/hy hearts 1a ey 
prefelf: ng \themfelvesto be-rui/e, they. gina ie dn A 
radvife him. to change S officers, vel..24, 28. not ge ey 
thé kings, ‘who were commanders by firtht utcapbaiis) father, 
Qh wete cOnimanders: «by Geri, whotiweré Jenuréd sto lwar, 
P vould motl alee to make a dhew dike stherkings, seclgeay go 
othrougie witl bufinels. |). Vv, plo - that 
“hich he ine brought, up ear dole oe te € ied to. that 
which he is fit, fot.—S ria, 1 eth vad ‘ricty did populous, 
when it could Riri Rie rife fiffictent after forgtase: a defeat, 
OTL eal Eek chaviee for ehariot.y 00 19ctodw ayaside 
O1C3y Bothlurmies‘take jthe field, (Ben: a ae ino, Syn 


qransencamp near AY! ra tribe o gt is. 

» likely, oii oT De ae ae ce van thofe | ae seis dl Shad 
; won, ver. 34. ‘an Phe eee about fae and‘ Aiffor 
“his purpole, ver? 26.07 Ahab; withchiscfoveess! potted peabdl pte 


stint dl Sean 
t 


\d/rachywho wete-cantoned batt ; 00 
. lutle, Hock of kids, ee Aer ‘hat 9 Med arpa ge mean 
rie Mu 7 fort fig gure they! Lae Be | Sypidains filled she 


aBlt SLU AAR Bee beg pribei cps te 
va learn a 2 8 aneey, 
ssnotwihftan taading 
God is fent 
him wld GA ibe oe 
“into B haeh Gel. ‘Yer. 28. rh ny eal er 


ata Was étterly unsvorshiyfdr ee 3: 


rmot! enigiarig Peer oe: ce 
Mok reaG that el eo et ns oe 
5: evs a yan me ave foe aap tse 
ve of the ig ‘trade Lateiee ae pee a= 


(ibn Sant ee Shésourofchis own Percale ae 
DSyriansthaddaid, Ahab and chis;pdople herecigraien their 


Good, van fo put-themafelyes out of yh Bapeorgchon there. 
if ck them, ikely ‘God Would 
? ote i me a nah habe sate on 


efumption 401 Very. in a “othe "divine bmi HENS - 


ne flour (Find Who wsilyord of all hats, nos ny hills 


- (peand. valleys, ‘out baba he op pei pesly 


cf dignarnat, ofis sey Dit be nce, of 
mY» W hich K fo i ht ena f° 
ant AN he! baht err i days, (the 


i if eb Eerie sass the Lfrdelites. phan 
‘they engaged, and ther monies totally ro outed san hundr 
J thoufand men flain, by the for mee Ifrael. rn fe idee Et ee 


ed eben, (2( Same 'xisl2.42); found their bane wh the 
hoped. for ee ; the tgs fell upon them, probly ore 


a 


- Chap. XX. - Pee TN eg; te 


gone. And the king of Ifrael faid unto him, So 
forall thy judgment be, thyfelf hat decided it. 41 
And he hafted,,and took the afhes away from his 
face; andthe king of Irael difcerned him that 
uhe-was ofthe, prophets; 42 And he faid un- 
- to him, Thus faith the Lorn, Becaufe thou hat 
let:go out of thy hand, a man.whom I appoint- 
ed to utter/deftruGion, therefore thy life fhall 
go for his life, and thy .people for his people. 
“43 And) the) king -of, Irae. went-to his houfe, 
heavy and. difpleafed,.and.came to Samaria. 


. ‘Here is an accotint of what followed upon the wictory;which 
Ifrael obtained over the Syrians./ : -- 
‘1 -1z Ben-hadad’s tame;and mean fabmiffion : eyen in his in- 
ner, chamber, he fears,.and. would, if he could, flee further, 
though none purfues, . His fervants {eeing him and théinfelves 
reduced to:the'laft extremity, advifé’ ‘that’ they flurender: at 
difcretion, and make ‘themfelves prifonens ‘arid petitionersto A+ 
hab for theirilives;'ver) g1s 5 ‘The feryants, will ‘put their lives 
in their hands.and venture; firll,.agd their mafter fhall aé& ac- 
_ cording yas they {peed. ‘Their, inducement to take this courfe, 
is the great reputation the kings ‘of. Iftael had for clemency 
, above their neighbours.” We’havé/heard that they are!niercifil 
kings, not oppreflive ‘toi their’ fubjects: that are under, their’ ‘pow- 
» ry. (as governments/then weht that of I{rael was, one of the 
i-moft eafy and gentle), and. therefore not. oru ’ to. their ene- 
_ mies, when they Jay at their mercy. “Perhaps. they! Had 'this 
Rs . tis : “") 4 notion of the kings of Iftael ; “becaufe’ they had heard thatthe - 
“he caufed him to-come up,into the chariot, 34 God of Ifrael Rroclaimed his name gracious and merciful svind 


~ his: city Aiphek fhould have held out i _conquerors, 
_ finding it this unwalled, and the remnant ofskis forces -difpirit- 


An they conchided their Kings would make their, God. their {pat- 
my, ¥ tern, * Itwasian honour to the |kings of Ifrael to be thus re- 
sot 1 43 prefented,,as indeed every Ifraelite is then. dreffed as becomes 
Ants him, when he puts on bowels of mercies. They are merciful 
“CUS, a’ A Les, kings, therefore we may expe to ‘findmetey / upon ury fub- _ 
“bab, Twill fend: thee away: with. this covenant. | ‘millon. “This! encouragement poor fihners have toi tepent and - 
0 he humble pons rr ae Helge ors Fae a pe 
aibashetis ESni tees ee Bonen ae BLA. God of Ifrael is a merciful God? have we not ound him fo? 
« SEY boo q And Berea oe ene tons: oF Let us therefore rent our hearts, and return to’ him, Joel ii.. 


_ the prophets, faid unto his néighboiir in the 


13. That is evangelical repentance, which flows frofn ‘an ap- 
prehenfion of the mercy of God in Chrift there is forgivenne/s 


PPO sa iat Boe at 4 Pergo oe 
» oD wo things they undertake to’ repreferit ta Ahaby?’ 7 
Edged ft, Their matter a, penitent ; for they girded" facBcloth on» 
their loins, as mourners, and. put ropes on''their heads as con- 
,demned criminals going to exéciition, aking on them’ to be 
forry that they had invaded his country, and difturbed® bis’ re- 


j 


* 
Le 


he’ utite TSG eaten ‘obeyed: the 


fc us id ‘him, el tie de34"Phen-he:found |, pofe, and in et they easy oy ene es Here © 
A ee etl ain Had ectear ie rag phic o} thee, 4 -they.are ready to do penance for it, and ‘throw ’themfelves at 
ano ‘man, and fa mité'me;I°'pray thee. | they,are ready to do penance for it, and ‘throwt iy 
fe Or ene Ne Bas of siya . "' . 48 he |) the. feet of him whom they had injiired. “Many take ‘on’‘them 
dase. 1d.) ; oman, mote him,, fo tha Pee EL Nee .-to,repent of their wrong doing, when-it doth not ficceéd; who, 


_ if they had profpered jn it, would have jultified it; ‘and gloried: 
WA AGE B ttieee te cf eee eee 
; j2dly, Their malter a beggar, a beggar for his life 2/Thy fer. 
vant Ben-hadad faith, I pray thee, let me live, ver. 32. Tho’ 
I.Jive; aperpstual exile from my oven, country, and a'captive in 
|, this, yet upon any terms fet me live. “What-a great ‘change is 
‘thes i : = dihere? (1,) In his condi ion. “Flow ‘is ‘he Fallen from the 
ed dfide, “and: brought. a°man unto me,.and J height. of power and profperity, ‘for the ‘depths of difgrace and. 
“aid, Keep ‘this man Gf diltrefs; and all the mileries of poverty: and! Mayery’? See the) 
rie paleo? i oe uncertainty of human affairs: fuch ‘turtis are they fubje& to, * 
A aiffin g:, er am that. the {poke which was uppermaft may foon come: to’ be un-- 
elke th: p : dermoft.” (2.) In his temper. In the’beginting of the chap- 
thy fervantiowas vbuly. chere;;énd; there,.he; was! iter, huffing and hectoring, {wearing and threaténitig, ahd none 
Ne TORI GPRD ci905( Tad-ow 4d + aniesiors A Lain! | ip Pe 30 BO ES ENE ° pita 


, 
an ee ae eh ee ee 


* 


-~) joan?) He’ might.now +have;demanded. the ftores, and treafures, 


538 Li Be 
more high in his demands; but here fneaking and whining, 
and none. more low in his requefts. How poorly: doth, he beg 
his life at the hand of him. whom he. had thexe been trampling 
upon! The mott haughty in profperity,. are commonly molt 


‘ abject in adverfity ; but an evil fpirit will be fo. in. both. con- || 
See how God glorifies himfelf, when he: /ooks upon | Fs 


ditions. en h 
proud men, and abafeth,them, and hides. them in, the dujt togethers | 
Job x}. 12. Ls ir pita soweie Bl aes 
"2. Ahab’s foolith acceptance of his {ubmiflion, and the league | 
he fuddenly clapt up with him, upon it. ud t 


great tendemnels, Ls 'he yervalive ? He is. my broiber, brother | 
king, though not, brother, [raelite ; ;and, Ahab, valued himfelf 
more by his royalty than by his religion, and others according- 
ly. eds chethy brothers, Ahab 2 Did: he nfe thee, like a brother. 
when he fent thee that barbarous meflage? ver. 5,6, Would. 
he have called)thee. brother if he had: been. the conqueror? 
Would he now have called himfelf thy fervant, if he had not) 
been reducedto the utmoft ftrait?) Canft. thou fuffen thyfelfi to. 
be thus impofed upon by a forcedand: counterfeit fubmiffion 2 


“This, word: Lrother they, catched: at, ver. 33. and! were encour- | 


aged. by, that to go and: fetch. him to the king. He that calls 
him. brother qwilll det Aimohive. . Leet poor, penitents hear, God 
vin his, word, calling them. children, Jer. xxxi., 205. catch. at 
At, echo to ity and call. him; Father.— Ben-hadad, upon: his fabs 
imiffion, fhall not; only.be coached, he took him up into the cha» 

» riots.but -treated with as. an ally,.ver, 34... He wade, a coves 
onant, with him, not,cenfultmg. either, God?s, prophets, or the 
| elders of the lands or Ahimfelf.confidering. what was: fit to. be 
ica fitted 90) ;,,buty as if Ben-hadad; had been,congueror, he. fhall 
oomake-bis own terms. .He-might, now have demanded, fome: 


ocof Benshadad?s, cities, when .alljof them.Jay.at, the. mercy. of | 


Bis. victorious army,, but-is;content. with the reftitution. of his: 


andymagazines, of Damafeys, to.augment.the wealth and:ftrength, 
oof his.own kingdom, but,ts content with a)poor, liberty. at. his. 
s/ownsexpente, to build-ftreets there: a point of honour, and no: 


_ coladyantages on 'no.more,than what.the-kings,of Syria had, hadi |) 


oda Samaria, though. they, never had bad:fo, much. power. as, he 


i had new,to foppert the demand:of it.— With, this.covenant he | 


vo ent him away, .without fo.much,as.reproving him for his. blaf 
aiphemens| reflections. npon, the, God of Mrael, whofe honour, A- 


hab had no concern for. Note, There, are, thofe, on-whom, 4 


fuccefs is ill beftowed: they know not how to ferve either: ; 
TG od oF their generation, /or even their own tru¢intéréfts, with © 
sitheir profperity., Ler fawoun be fhewed ta the. wicked, get pedl - 


9 Re mgt lear a righteoufaels, 


Page Be reproof given to. Ahab for hig. clemency to! Beashd.. 
~ dad, and his ‘covenant with him. | It vas given him by 2 /pro- 
" phét in’ the nanie ofthe Lordy the Jews fay. it was iMicaiah ;, 


” sand not unlikely, for Ahab complains: of him, chaps xxit. 8. |. 
» that he ufed ito prophecy. ewil concerning him. . ‘Lhis.prophet de. 


| figned. to reprove Ahab by a parable, that he might oblige, him 


“to condemn himfelf, as Nathan and thé woman of Tekoah | 


did David. "Lo make his parable ‘the more’plaufible, the finds. 
it neceflary: to put himfelf into: the poftare of a wounded) fol- | 
idiitny 0. Peter sa 


rehee Oe EEE FOOTIE CTR NSER” ty.” iO) 


de 


Fle was proud to be’! | 
thus courted by him whom he had feared, inquires for him with | 


| from blood is doing the| work: of the Lord deceitful, 


WO\ WOR tronbrsd Grobe Aye. 


p edeads us into his garden, and gives. 


Wt f 


| heart to {trike my friend. Good men can much ater teceive 
| a wrongful, blow. than, give ene yet becaufe, he difobeyed an, 


| exprefs command of God, (which was fo much, the worfe if 


that, other difobedient prophet, 


fe mutt 


3 <e 


The next 


r 


more pure, or,more compalhonate, than, his Maker 2 


| fit ingtiria), and did in fo thatihe woundedshimy vers 3.783; (He, 


| fetched: blopd with the; blows it is likely inshis face, 15)... 


}+  2dlyy. Wounded as he. was, and: difguifed with, afhes,, that, 

) he might not be known to bea prophet, he made his aj plica- 

_ tion to theking in a ftory, Abheteby tie! charged ihtatell wrth 

| fach a crime as the king was now puilty. of iiy fparing: Ben-had=. 

| ad;.and waits for the /kirg’s. judgment upon}it. » dhe cafe im: 

| thort is ised prifoner, taken, iyi ele anseremiteds 
to his cuffody, by,a.man, (we may fuppofe one that, had au- 

- thority over ua ae riser tig is With ‘this charge, Jf 
| he. be'miffing, thy life [ball be for Pls life, ver. 394° Eke prifon~ 
| eras made his. eftapenitlirough. this careleflaefs. ‘Canthe, 
| ibapitiise bax King’aubyealt sit bisa epei aftr bist captains: 

| WOO comands, hus ate ineteu-of the: priloneras = Hy 19 x 

| faith the kings the there cher poy i, taken the. 
- -trutt, or eect eae? 1°and™ faithful to itz there is nd"re= 


wep, whom Aikewite, 


keeping. back the feword’ 
a. 
Se Breage 
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| Abab is fill the unhappy fubj 
f bt bbe grea affairs. of bis can 


(eM things, Cand th tndeed:they prove 


§ Mert one raid 


jake 


ments ee vo)? Wee 
i - 4 

‘ % ‘ ‘ 

be >a ‘ 


hap, XXL ik Y 


bis dombftic affiirs, “1, Ahab is feb for “Naberb’s viaes 
ma) ee bbe OL <n, ¥ Habs > the AO pl Berks 
ward, ver. I 4: II. Naboth dries by Fexebel's plot, 
© fhatthé vineyard may eebeat ta Abab, ver. 5,—14. 111, 
Ahab goes ‘to tate poffeffion,. ver. 15, 16." IV. Efjab 
“reets bin, and denouncerh the judgments of God againft 


|, bim for bis injuftice, ver. 17,24. WV. Upon bis bicmilia 


_, tton'a reprieve ir granted, ver. 25.29: 
‘ND it. came to pais afterthefe things, that 


ehh 


. and he Jaid’ hin down Aipon ‘His bed? and turn- 
Sit tS 2BSD OY AGO. JOUaSGitS Tebingedt godt surazonghel | 
OO ebiRS a2 Achar eoveting hisheighbour"s vineyard; which 
*ubhippily Vay!dearhis\palace)’ and convenient! for’ akitelient 


iS 


““pardens! Pérhaps' Naboth had! Been pleated that helvad avihet . 


“yard ly foradvahtagebiifly ford \/prolpearof the ‘voyal-gardens, 


“G the Vehding OPits prodias td the roydb’ family§. but the fi 


"“thation of it proved Yabab to ‘hints’. “fie had"had fo vineyard, 
SPP HAP lan ObMtirelin Lorne renbote place,/he hid preferved 
Ris fey bae'mahy 4 hans polleMions have been hig {nares and 


“his neighbourhood to ‘gredines,°OF “pernizious tosleqhericel 
“Abhab fets his eye ba! Meart/ On: this! Wingyardy-veri Ze" It 
‘will be a petty addition to_his “deniefhe}-a Convenieat our-let 
-_ t0 his palade, andnothing will? ferre hing bat 2 mult-be his 

owns He iseweleome ’ the fruits ‘of itp \Wveldome to Walk it 


” Fey NaWothy pathic, youild Witive Vitiades himea-leafe ofie fOr 


his Hife to. pleafe him; bub-nothiny wall pleafes chine unteS be | 
have an abfoltite property in ity 6! ‘hiniaad'Kis heirs/torsever 5 
“fe is not fuch’a tyFant as"to" take® it! by-fotce, but fairly! pro- + 


‘| fOfeth, cither'to give hin’ the fullvalue oft im omoheysvor a 


better vineyard in excharige. ol He had ‘timely cquitted the i 
~~ “oreat? advantiges God had?givén’ hit} oP ‘enlayping’ his. domi. | 


© nion foi the ‘honour. of his kingdom> by his viory: over the 
ve teeth is an aa gakdeh,° onby:for ae 


ee nvenience of his houle, as‘ if tol be spenity-wife,” would atone - 
for Being pornd-foolihe To defire: acedaveniende to-bis eftate 2 


“was not evil “thete would-be ne buyitigy Gf there were tio de- 
/ fire of what is bought." The virewouswoman conpiders’' afield 


“ana buys it y but to “defire any ‘thitig jinordibately}* though Ny 
if 


* Syould compa it by Lawful meanspisia fruit of {elGthnefsy sas 


ment, and the letterf'the- tenth ‘con . 
ENS he coal Why wep hBoUe Bob Agooswesds WN Le deds 
maidodg. THe répulfe-he ‘niet 4 


“nS imeatis part with ity very. The Lord forbid ia ney and the?! 


~\ “Pier Uid forbid ievelfe ‘hE would2not heve beensfo rade and 
* “uneivil to‘his' prince, as not to gratify him in fo {mall a matter. 


i 


a. 


b 
2 
we mutt ingrof all thé conveniences, ‘anid tone ‘matt live, or > 
not live comfortably by us; contrary to the law of conte tf 

Haaren Thou fal ~ 


NG S. 539 
“Canaan was in Aspeculiar tanner God's land, the Ifaclites 
were his tenants; now, this was one of the conditions of their 
Jeafes, that they fhouJd not alien, no not to one another, any 
part of that which fell to their lot, unlefsin cafe of extreme ne- 
eeflity, and then but till'the year of Jubile, Lev. xxv. 28. Naw 
Naboth forefaw, that if his vineyard were fold to the crown, 
it would never return to his heirs, no not in the Jubile. He 
would gladly oblige the’ king, bat -he muft cbey God rather 
than men, and therefore, in this matter, defires ta be excufed. 
~ Ahab knew the Jaw, or fhould have known it, and therefore 
“Gd ill to afk that Which ‘his fubje@ could not grant without fin. 
Some conceive, that he looked ‘upon his earthly inheritance ‘as 
an earoeft of his lot in the héavenly Canaan, and therefore would - 


OF the latter. He feéms’to bea confcientious man, who would 
rather hazard theking’s difpleafuire, than’ offend God; and, 
probably, was On of the’ fevén thoufand that had not bowed 
thé knee’ to ‘Baal, for which, it may be)’ Ahab owed him a 
pride,’ UI IGHOD OTE WS 1OT- Se Kal 

-*3. Ahab’s' great difcontent ‘and’ uneafinefs hereupons: ‘He 
“was as before, ‘chap. xx. 4.3: heavy and ‘difpleafed, ver. 4egrew 
‘melancholy ‘upon sit, ‘threw himfelf upon: his bed; would hot 
> @at, nor admit company to’ Come’ to'him ; he could’by no means 
digett'the affront, his protd fpirit ageravates the indignity Na- 
both did ‘him “in denying hint, a8’ a thing not’ tobe futtered ; 
 Guirfeth the Gueamifhnels of his Confeiende, which he prevend- 
ed to confalt the peace of,’ and fecretly meditates revenge s:nor. 
“could he béar the diftippointment, it! entshint to ‘the ‘heart'to be 


Choffed! in hig’ défirés, dnd he was sperfeally fick for Wvekation. 
‘Note; (¥.) DifcoritedtV¢ a’ fit ‘that is iceOwn ‘punifithenty and 
makes men torment themfelves ; it takes ‘the: {piriedad; the bo- 
me fick; and all the enjoymients folir sie isithie heavinels of the 
Heaty and tHe Yottetidls OF the bones.” (aot ig] fimthat is 
sits own ‘/pafefit’s Tt drifes ‘not from the ‘Condition; but frém the 
| mind!’ as we fiid Paul content ‘in’ prifeity fo Athab @nfcon- 
“teht IHW” palace Ale Chad alPthe delights of ©ahaany’ that 
~ pleefine Tad, ‘at°eoninvand, the Wealth’ of @kingdonyy the’ plea- 
, {utes-OF 4 court, did the Honduts anid powers of aithrone, and 
| yet all this avails hin nothing without Naboth’s vineyard.‘ In- 
|) ordifiaté ‘défires xpofe meh to ‘contitiual Vexations; ‘and they 
‘that’ are dipofed to fret, be they ever fo ‘Happy: wilbalways find 
| foréthing’or other t6’fret afiO"s ily ees on birt We 
wins syst .oy% won Df ay tort, aohsck HE 2; ‘i 
iw §°4But Jezebel ‘his wife came to: him, and 
faidsanté him, Why isthyfpirit™ fo fad, that 
4 thou. eateft ho bread? 6. And ‘he “faid “unto her, 
PUB OF HOT MA sis TOl.Gek Aas Havie tose 9d ite 276 
|.Becawe I fpake, unto, Naboth,. the, Jezteelite, 
(and faid ;untov-himy: Give me:thy.vineyard for 
money; or elfeafidtepleafe thee; \k-wilb give 
’ thee another vineyard for it: and: he anfwered, 
J will not, give thee niy vineyard,’ ' 7 Aiid'Je- 
ozebel his, wife, faidunto him, Doft thou, 
i govern the -kingdom»of Hrael2., arife,;and eat 
bread, and let thine heart be merry: I wilbigive 
“thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezréelite. 8 
1 3O- Stn BIDOR EME 109344) 4 RASH GeO arn Mitr oH a an / 
»Sothe, wrote letters in Aliab’s name, and fealed 
_ stheot.with his feal, and fent the.letters unto,the 
: celdersy-and«torthe noblesiithat! were! in-his,city 


[9] 


- 


| “paiwelling with’ Naboth'9! Ahd fhe wrote in 
dyin this\defires\\Naboth would gohppey 5 botoat 


“thé letters, faving,’ proclaim’ a ‘falt, anid fet Na- 
, both ophigh among the people; 16 And fet 
“two men, fons of Belial before ham to bear 

. Coe ep witnefs 


not part with the “fornier, ‘left it fhould‘amount to a forfeiture - 


thou, now . 


a - (ed 
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vitnefs againit him, faying, Thou didi, blaf- 
pheme God.and the king : and then carry him 
out, and'fione him that’ he may die: irr: And: 
the men of his city, even the elders and the no. 
bles who were the inhabitants in his city;.did.. 
as Jezebel had fent, unto them, \and-asit was 


‘written In the letters which fhe had fent unto) 


them. 12 They proclaimed a faft, and fet 
Naboth on high among the people, 13 And 
there came in ‘two men, children ‘of Belial, and’ 
fat before him; and the men of Belfal, witnef- 
fed againit him, even againft Naboth, in the pre. 
fence of the ‘people} fying, “Naboth did blaf- 
pheme God'and the king. Then they carrjed 
him forth out of the city, and {toned him with - 
ftones, that he died. 14 Then they fent to.Je.., 
zebel, faying, Naboth is ftoned, and- is dead, 
15 And it canié'to’ pats when Jezebel heard, 
that Nabotli was toned and wad Yead, that Je. 
zebel faid to Ahab, Alife, take polletifyn of the 
vitleyard of Naboth the Jezreclite, which he re- 
_ fufed fo" bre “thee for money: for Naboth is 
not alive, “But ‘dead: 16 And it came to pals” 
when Ahab heard ‘that’ Naboth was dead, that. 
Ugorset fioisos ddokic tent gar ig Rian ae Um esis 
Ahab’rofe up to. go, down to the vineyard, of 
Naboth 'the Tebeeeine ts take poffeffion of it. 
Nothing but michiet it be expedted when Jezebel enters 
€ 


* tre seh et PE DM 4 4 . . 
into the flory, that curfed woman, 2 Kings ix. 34. 


1) Under pretence ‘of comforting. her affli&ted hufband, fhe | 
feeds his, pride! and pallion, ‘and blows the coals of his corrup- | 


tions j <i, became ‘her to take notice’ of his grief, and to enquire 
into the| cape. of ity,vers/ §,,. Thofe have forget, both the daty , 
and affegion ‘the conjugal relation, that intereft not them- 

felved if che? hthere troubles. “He tells her what troubled 
him, ver. 6/'yee invidioufly conceals Naboth’s reafon for his » 
refufal, ‘reprefenting it as peevith, when it was confcientious, © 
f will not/give it. thee} whereas he faid, J may aot.» What ? «: 
(faith Jezebel, ver..7.) Dof thou govern Ural? Arife, and 
cat bread. _ She doth well to perfuade him to fhake off his me. 
lancholy, ‘dnd not to. fink ‘under hig burden, to be eafy and’ 
chearful’; “(whatever was his ’grief, grieving’ would not redtefs’ 
it, but! pleafantnefs would alleviate it. Her plea isp» Daf thou. 
wow govern: Lrael? This is capable of good fenfe. Doth it 
become {9 great a prince as thou art,to. caft down thyfelf at fo. 
{mall a matter? J hou ihameft thyfelf and ptofaneft thy crown: . 
it is below thee’ ‘to take ‘notice’ of f6' ificonfidetable’ a thing. 

Art thou fit to govern Tffdely who haft no better a government | 
of thine “own paffions ? Or haft thou fo rich a kingdom at com: 
mand, and canft not'thou be without this one vineyard? We 


mind, to? Art-thou a king? It is below |thee to buy and-pay, 
much more to beg and pray: ufe thy prerogative, and take by 


to make ufe of thy name, and 1 


of Nabelh « 


1.4) Kade NS, 


; fhould:be obeyed but fhe,will put: them in.a way how to doit 


_ becaufe he doth not join with his neighbours in their-worfhip: ~ 


' wickednefs fo vile, fo horrid, but 


thee anyrthing thou haftia | 


right or wrong it fhall be thy own, fhortly, and coft il 


thee nothing. Unhappy. princes thofe are, and). hurried, apace: 
towards their ruin, who have thofe about them that ftir thenr 
lup to adts of tyranny, and teach them how to abufe theinpower.. 

| .2. In order to the gratifying.of him,, fie <projects and‘com-) - 
ipafleth the death of Naboth. .No,lefs thaa his, blood will ferve:! 
‘to atone for the affront, he had given, to Ahab 3 which thes 
thirlts after the move greedily, becaufe.of his, adherencesto the. 
law of the God of Ifrael. ,. Fad the) aimed, only-at ‘his land, 
her fale witneffas might: haye fwern hint out\of that by a for--- 
ged deed: fhe could not. have fet. up fo weak (a title, bat the, 
elders of, Jezreel would have adjudged, it. good.; but-the @dul- 
terefs will hunt for; the precious lifey, ARrove ¥is,326..9, Reveng¢.is 
fweet; Naboth mutt die, and die as a malefactor, to. gratify: it.. Ta 
Il, Never were, more. wicked orders .given. by any prince, 
than thofe, which Jezebel {ent}, to, the-magiftrates of Jezredy:) 
ver. 85:95 20%, She borrows the privyfealis but the king fall 1 
not know, what the, wall "do, iwith) its y'dtas, probable this was.: 
hot the firft time he |had lent it hes, cbut-with it the had figned:| 
warrants for the laying, of the, prophets...’ She makes. ufe of 
the king’s name, knowing the thing would: pleafe. him. when At. i 
was done, yet fearing he night {cruple. the manner of ‘doing it: 

in fhort,, the commands, them, upon’ thei;al'egiance, to put Nas 
both to death, without giving, thempany reafon why, or where- 
forces, Had the font, witnefles to inform, againit him, the judges: 
(who mult go Jecundui allegata, et probata) might have been 
impofed .upon, and their dentence chad been rather their unhap- — 
pinefs than their crime}: “but,to' oblige then tofind. the -witnef 
fes,.fons of Belial, to {ubosn them, themfelves,.and then toigive 
jpdgment upon.a teftimony which they. knew to. be falfe, was... 
uch an impudent defiance to every thing that,is jut and facreds 


| as we hope cannot be, paralleled in, any ftory.)|She mult look 


_ Upon the elders of Jezreel jas. men. perfeéily. loft to. every thing 


that is honeft and honourable, when the. expected thefe orders. 


having as much of the ferpent’s fubtilty, as fhe had of his poifon 
| Ge) Itmnt be.done under colour of religion, —Proclaim a Z 
Sats, ignify to, your city, that, you are apprehenfive of fome. 


Bho 
° 


- 


» dreadful, judgment coming, upoa you, ; which you! maf endea- _ 


vour ta.avert, not only by prayer, but. by finding out, and. oy eae 
pitting away. the accurfed thing; take on you to bevafraid, that 
there is fome great offender among you undifcovered, for whofe 
fake God is angry with your city; charge the people, if ‘they <3 
know, of any fuch, on that folemn occafion to inform againft 
him, as they. tender the welfare of, the city; and at laft Tet 3 
Naboth be faftened. upon, ag the fufpeced perfon, probably, . 


That may ferye for a pretence to Jet him on high among the — 
people, toycall him to\the,bars let proclamation be made, ifany 
one can inform, the court again{t the prifoner, and prove him’ ~~ - 
to be the Achan, they-thall be heard; and theA let the wit... 
nefles appear to. give evidence againft him, . Note, J here isno- 

; religion has fometimes been _ 
made a cloak and cover forjit. . We mutt not think at allthe 
worfe of fafting and praying for their. having been: fometimes. ~ 
thus abufed, but much the worfe of thofe wicked d 
have any time been carried on under the sumbrage of them. 
_ (2) Tt mult be done under colour of jultice 00, a 


t had 
hie Bhateds i, 
which onght to be ~ 


| their proteétion, was, fuch a violent perverting. of juflice and 


Judgment as yet we are bid not to. marvel at; Eecliy. 86 The: -: 
ing God and the 


™ 
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’ 


~ 


he istalfo \charigecbowith: treafhiny ta°Bhifphorntilg 282° Finke, or 


Chap: KX 


. carry him-oat and ytone hint) Pg ee se Bea wodla boon 


= 


"carried ‘on thievillany ;sthey {toned « Naborty to'death, very 4 ee 


a 


on the fide of the ‘oppreffors shires powers Eccl wer. '(3.)'5 
~ innocency itfelf vil moe always’ be! our fecurityy | (4.) Ere. 
~ judgments as thefe will be: called over! “(Now we fee that sHere 


’ wicked, Ecclavitie v5. ‘but all will be fet-to 


_ venty fons, only that was not done-by eburfe of law, 2 Kings | 
. xo 6,7." ‘Thofe tyrants that) by their wicked ‘ordérs, debauch 


_ titled to'the eltate,! ob defeduin Sanguinis, (a8 ow law expreffes ° 


I, K ‘I 


“pat a'blafphemous feofe upon’ the. anferihe had given to Ax 
hab, as if denying him_his vineyard were BlapHemins the’ kitigy: 
and) giving>the'divine law forthe aealons wete! blafpheming!” 

God. No; fhe pretends not tolany sréuisdiat all for thc Rarge; 
though there was’ no! colourOf truth im 4es-skoueh witheAds Anfbo 
{wear it, and: Nabothomult not be“permitte te Hele Por hing. 
{CIF vor) crofs-exdraine | the witnelfes): butsiminrcdiately? tide 
pretence’ of ‘an wniverfak’ deteftation of ‘thé ' cHinep thay’ miul®’ 


the Forfeiture of ‘thisilife, butinet of His'eftdeo aad) thoetere°s 
which: his' eflate.is tobe vconfifedted): that\foAhab“intoht Raye 
his vineyard. 01 aok Tokusn 2a br sorb daca. dy BIG -g 3390 
2dly) Neverswere wickdd© orders "more “wickedly ‘obeyed, 
thairthefe were by lthemnmgi trates of Jezreel. oT Hey ad'not'! 
‘fo muchas! difpate thectommand, GF Take any objeaidns’ al) 
gaintl: it, though” palpably unjult'y bat? punetually obferved! all” 
theparticulars°of it, ‘éitherbecaule: they ‘feared Jezebel’s éru- 
elty, orvbecaufe' they hated’ Naboth’s piety, of Both : They did © 
as it eax written in’ the Leatersyover. “FT,01'2. -neitlrer made any é 
difficulty of it; ‘noremet\ with: any difficulty iw it, but cleverly 


andsasiit! fhouldyfeem;~ his’ fons with him,! or after bim ; for 
when God: came to‘imake inquifition- for’ blood, we find that 
articlerin thé account, 2 Kits ix: 26:\Y Aave fren the Blood of | 
Nabothy: andthe blood of his fons Perhaps they weéte! fecretly 
murdered, thab:they might “not °claii their father’s eftate, or |. 
complain of the wrong‘ done him.’ Het‘us take decafion ftom , 
this fad tory, (4.). Voand amazed at ‘tlie “wickednefs of the’ 


wicked, andthe! power! of Sitar it fe’ children of “difobedi- 


\ wickednefi tay the plack of -jitdement ® Eeclsiii, 160 (2.)' To” 
lament the hardcafeofopprefled indecency, and’to mingle onr’ | 
tearswithihe tear of theloppre/ed thathave no comforter, while’ 


To commit the-keeping of our lives and'comforts' to God ;-for 
joice:in the belichof a jadgment ito tome, i whidhfach wrong: 


will be juflinien.to whom it happens saccording to the'qwork ofthe ” 
rights ia “the ‘great "' 
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dayystls: ; (Xs 
_ 3'Nabotlrbeing*taken> off; Ahab takes’ pofleffion of his Vine* 

yard. (1.)The elders of Jezrecl fent notice to’ Jezebel, very” 
unconcernedly, fent it her as'a'piece Of agreeable news, Nabath’® 


C 


_ is floned, and i deadg ver. t4.' Here “let? us obferve, that as?” 
_ oblequious as the elders of “Jezreel were ‘to Jezebel’s’ orders; } 


which ‘fhe fent from ‘Samatia-fot! the murder of Naboth, fo ob-\ 
fequious were thevelders of ‘Samariadafterwards to Jehu’s or- 
ders,'which he fent’from Jezreel for the'murder of “Ahab’s fe- 


the confciencesof their ‘anferior! magiltrates, ‘may ‘perhaps find} 
siberchicsibs geet, Seah a 3°and ‘that ‘thofe who will 
not flick to: do one’ citielt ing for them, will be as ready to do’ 
another cruel thing againft them./'(2:) Jezebel, jocund: enough 
that her’ plot fuccceded fo Well, brings notice to Ahab, that Va- 
both is not alive, but dead} therefore “Arif, take polfelfion of his 
vineyard, veri vg. RE might ‘have takei pofleflion: by one of 
his officers ; ‘but! fo ‘pleafed’ is ‘he with’: this acceffion’ to his ¢- 
ftate,»that he will make‘a'journey. to: Jezrecl “hinielf to’ enter |” 
upomit ;’andit fhould feet he went im ftate too, as if he had” 
got fome mighty victory,’’for Jehu remembers-long after; that’ | 


he and Bidkar attended him‘at this tite; '2 “Kings ix. 25. ° If") 


-Naboth’s fous were ‘all put to’ déath; Ahab thought himfelfin- | 


ence. What al holy indigvation! may Wwe be filled ‘with, to fe | 4 


Cy 


N.'@" 54u 
fit). SF not, yet Naboth dying ‘asa effniinal, he claimed it ob 
ideligium crimints sSQr, if neither would tiakethim! x good title, 
thé, abfolute power of Jezebel. willsgive it-him,.and who: dares 
oppole it? Might, oft; prevails again{t right, and wonderful is 
the ‘divine patience that fuffers it to dofo. God is certainly 
of purer tyes thant to behsit inrquity, ond ~yer for a time ‘Reeps fim 
enteey SSwhknethe vittthe d dewoui sO man Wat 3 more righteous 


- wire 


"£8 Avie, go down to. 
which zs 1a, Samaria H 


nd. 


“DIBL IITA 


‘a tp 
a ci IB Hge Fight of the. 


e'wallof Jeztedl. «24 Hine that “Wieth of A- | 
hab in the..city,.the dogs, fhall, eat; and him,,. 
| that.diethin the field, fhall.the fowls of the air 
‘ at. '25 | But:there was none’like unto Ahab,” | 
hich did: fel hinifelf to work wickedness in” 
the fight “of the Corp, whom Jezebel his wife | 
lined-up, .26.And he did very abominably in | 
following idols,'according to all thingh-as did the 
Amorites, whony the Lor caft out before the 


- ehildren of Ifrael. 27 And it camé to pafs when. 


Ahab heard thofe words, that he rent his clothes, . 
and put fackcloth upon -his_flefh, and fafted, 
and day infackcloth, and went foftly. 28 And 


|: the word of the Loita came to Elijah the Tith-- 


fbite, faying, 29 Seeft thou how Ahab hum- — 
bleth himfelf betore me? becaufe he humbleth - 
himfelf before me, Iwill not bring the evil in 
his days: but in his'fon’s days will I bring the » 


* evil ‘upon his‘houfe.. a as 


‘ 

‘In thefe verfes we may obferve, * 3 
1. The ‘very ill charaéter that is given of Ahab, ver. 2 5». 
26. which comes in here to juftify God in the heavy fentence 
paffed' upon him, and to thew, ‘that though it was pafled upon * 

, : occa. 


42 


occafion of his fin in the matter of Naboth, (which David's 
din, in the matter of Uriah, did too thuch refemble 3) yet God 
would not have punifhed him fo feverely, if he had not been 
guilty of many other ‘fins, efpecially idolatry ; whereas David, 
except in that one matter, did shat avbich qvas right, > But for 
Ahab there was nove like him ; fo ingenious,and induftrious, in 
fin, and that made a trade of it. He /ald himfelf to work wiek- 
uefs, 1. €. he made himfelf a perfeé flave to his lufts, and was 
aS much at their beck-and command as ever any- fervant was 
at-his mafter’s. He was wholly given up-to fin; and upon 
condition he might have the pleafures of it, he would take the 
awages of it, which is death, Rom. vi. 23.,. Bleffed: Paul come 
plains that he was fold under fin, Rom. vit. 14. as a poor cap-" 
tive againft his will; bat Ahab was voluntary, he fold him/elf 
to fin, of choice, and as his’ own af and deed, he fubmitted to 
the dominion of fim.’ It made him the worfé, and his fin’no | 
better,. nar.more excufable, that Fexebel his wife flirred him i 
up to do wickedly, and made him, in. many refpeéts worfe | 
than otherwife he would have been. ‘l’o what a pitch of | 
impiety did he artive, who had fuch tinder of corruption in his | 
heart,’and fucl ia temipter-in his’ bofom to {trike fire ‘into it? | 
4m mavy things he didiill, but. hexdid maf abominably insfol- | 
lowing idols, like) the Canaanites: his ‘immoralities were [yery 
provoking to God, but his idolatries were efpecially: {ar lie 


rael’s cafe was fad, when a prince of fuch 4 charaéter as this 
_ Wegee ore Weipa sy. 10 S9NEITS SUT OL ORIG. BIO | 
2, The meflage|which Elijah was fend with to him) when : 
he went ;to take, pofleflion of Naboth}s) dinéyard, ver. syyor8s 
Hitherto God kept, filence, and did not, intercept Jezebelis | 
Kets, not (ay the procele of theyeldess of [ezieel; but now | 
Ahab is réproved, Rais sf ig order before’ bis eyes. (1) | 
The perfon'fent-is'Hlijah. > A ‘prophet’ of lower! rank was fent f 
with mefflages of kindnefssto him chap. Req 32°! But the G- | 
ther of the prophets,is: fent to try, him,.and condemn him for | 
his murder, (2.) ‘The place is Naboth’s, vineyard.s;the time, 
_ Jolt when ‘he was taking poffeffion of it; then and there; mult 
“his doom be read ‘Him. © By ‘taking pofleflion, he avowed all 
that was done, ahd made ‘hhimfclfiguilty ex fo? fade. -"Piere 
he was taken inthe manner,,as it were, and therefore the cont 
sen ene 98 ppon in fs cfampkcshsinioe Ce 
What hatt thou to,do in this vineyard? Whatg od canft tho 
expla bth it when. it i purhafd Lehre oe ei 
and thoti halt-caujed the’ owner! thereof to lofe bis fe Job 
xxxi. 39. Nowhe was pleafing! himfelf with his illigop wealth 
ahd giving direétion for the turning of this vineyard intoa flows ~ 
er-garden, his meat in his bowels is turned. He fhall not feel 
quictne{sois Whensheis about to fill his: belly; God fhalbcaft the 
. Fury of his wreath upon himy- Job xx.'14, 20, 230° Let ws fee 
what paffed betweemthemes?s2 991 10 -noillsiorg aid | 
Dua fy Abab vents :his wrath againft Elijah, falls‘into a'pafiion 
atthe-fight of him,-and inftead’ of humbling himfelf before ithe | 
prophet, as he\oight.to have done, ‘2 Chron. xxxvi. r2i is 
teddy to fly in his face: Haft thou found me, O. mine enemy? | 
ver, 20.1 Thisi thews, ((1.): That che: hated’ him. Thedat 
‘tinse , we-found them together, they parted véry'good’ fiends, | 
chaps xviine46..thenAhab hadcountenaaced the reformation, | 
and. therefore then-all was:well between him and the prophets. | 
‘butnow heswas relapfed, and worfe than ever s:his|confcience 
told him cheshad made> Gods his. enemty, and. therefore he could’ 
“not expec Elijah: fhould be his friend. Notes: Thae man’s 
condition is very:muferable :that:-hasimade ‘the word2bf God 
his enemy ; and very idefperatey’ that reckons the minifters? of 
that word his enemies,:becaufe they! tell hinvthe ‘truth; Gal. | 
iv. 16. Ahab having fold himfelf torfinywas refolved to ftand 
to his! bargainy: and) could'ndét’ endure shibnythattwould Have 
helped him to recover himfelf. ‘(2.) That he feared him: 
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Haft thou found me? Yetimating, thet he thunned him all he. 
could, and it was now a terfor to ‘him to fee hime Phe fight 
of him was like that of the hand-writing upon the wall to Bel. 
thazzar: it made his countenance change, ‘the jointt of bis loins 
avere loofed, and his knees fmote one again’ another. Never 
was poor debtor or criminal fo confounded at the fight of the 
offiter that came to arreft him. | ‘Men ‘may ‘thank théemfelves, 
iftthey make God and’ his word a terror to them. ~ roe eee 
2dly, Elijah denounceth God’s wrath sgiinft Ahab: J. 
have found thee, (faith he, ver. 25,) becau/e thou haft fold thy- 
Self to work evil. Note, Thofe that givé up themfelves’ to 
fin, will certainly be fotind out, fodner or later, to their uns 
fpeakable horror and amazement. Ahzb is now fet to the bar 
as Naboth was, and trembles more than pol (ea 9 a eas 
(¥.) Lhjah finds the indi&ment Apdinft/Him, and convids : 
him upon the notorious evidence of the-fa@: ver. 1 9. Haff thou 
hilled, \and-alfo taken pofefion ?' He is here ‘chatged with ‘the 
murder of Nuboth'! and it would not ferve ‘him’ to fay 
the law killed him 5 “perverted juftite is the Highelt injaftice 
or that if he were-unjultly profecuted, it was hot bis doin x5 he 
knew nothing of it's forit was t6 pleafé hint that it was dake, 2 
and he*had dhewed ‘himnfelf ptealed with it; and fo had ‘made 
himfelf guiltyof all that'was doe in’ the’ unjuft profecution GP 
Naboth’ He killed, for Ke took pon. | If’ he takes’ the 
gardény ‘heitakes the guile with it. Terra’ tran it’ cum onere 
‘Phe landowith the dndanibrandey 9 272906 8 e2%yoo gaye 
(2.) He pafleth judgment upon him, That his family thould 


. be ruined and rooted ne ver. 21. and all his pofterity cut off: 
e 


‘That his houfe thould! Be2madelike the houfes of his wicke 
predeceflors, Jéroboatrand Baaiha, ver, Do. Partidilarly; that. es 
theyswhich died in the city fhould beCdéps meat, and’ they. 
that died in the field birds meat, ver? 24) whieh had been fore. 
told of Jeroboam’s ‘hovfe; "chap. “xiv;" Pa and OF F saatha’s,, 
chaps xvi. \gvooPhae Cie be devoured 
by dogs, | ver. 29v which' waa’ fulilled, "2"Kings isa’ 360 and 
forihab' himfelf, that the?dops" Mould Jif Bis blded'in the 
very\fame'splace where! they Hek@d® Naboth’s; ° ver. 19. Thy 
bloads\even thine’ though it bé réyal “blodd, Yaouph it fell thy — 
véins with ptidé, and boil ‘in thy heart With aij ér,‘ere long it 
fhallibe an: entertainment “for? the ‘dogs? WHEE Wis tiled, 
chaps exit 38. "This iitimates/ that he fhould die ® violent 
death, \fhould come) ta ‘his eos ‘with\blood, and that ‘diforace 
fhould attend hims theforefight-of which nuit heeds be a preat 
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on the-garb and gnife of a, penitent, 
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far in the outward performances. of holy duties, and yet come 
fhort.. ena ae sat ae 

(2:)-He obtained hereby a reprieve, which I ‘may calla 
piece of a pardon... ‘Though it was but-an outfide repentance, 


lamenting the judgment only, and not the fin.; though, he-did - 


not leave his idols, nor reltore the vineyard. to, Naboth’s heirs; 


yet becaufe he did hereby.give fome glory to God, God, took - 


notice of it, and bid Elijah take notice of it :. Sees thou, haw 
Ahab humbleth himfelf?. ver. 29... 'n-copfideration of this, the 
threatened ruin of his houfe, which; had not. been fixed to-any 
time, fhould be adjourned. to. his. fon’s days. The fentence 
thould not be revoked, but the ,execution fufpended... Now, 
Cr.] This difcovers the great.goodnefs of, God,.and-his readi- 
nefs to fhew mercy,, which here rejorceth againfl judgment. Fa- 
vour 3s thewed to, this wicked man, that God might magnify 
his, goodnefs,, (faith, Bifhop Saunderfons), even to. the hazard 
of other his. divine perfections, 3” as. if aith: be)-God woald,be 
thought unholy, or untrue,.or unjult, (though:he be\neither. fo 

_ Bor fa, on any, thing, rather than, unmercifule f2a}: hhis 
teaches us to, take. notice, of that, which. is good, leven in .thofe 
who are not {6 good as they fhould be. Let itybecommend- 
ed.as far) as it goes, [33] This gives, a.reafon why- wicked peo- 
Bis Jometiings profper long: God is rewarding their. extemal 
ervaces, with, external, mercies. ....[4.4-/Fhis encourageth ; all 
thofe that truly, repent 
pel. If a pretending’ partial penitent thall:go to, his. houfe re- 
prieved, doubtlefs a fincere: penitent fhall, g0-40: his howe, juffif- 
Fe 4. Ot ae sd ae biel toe. shopms Bi SPE 


sao sas, Se Be Aes Me sik sca 


- the hand of the, king. of Syria?) 4 And he faid 


unto. fehofhaphat, Wilt thou g0 with me to bat- | 


_ tle to Ramoth-gilead? and Jehofhaphat faid’ to 
the King “of Uftael, Iam as thou art, my, people 


7 - ‘ - ‘ 


| the fon.of Imlah, 


| and Jehofhaphat thé king of Fudal 5 fat @ach. 
and; unfeignedly believe the holy, gof J P ie gion 


This ob tor fipt/hes the hifory of Ahal?s. reign. \ Lh wwas | faith'the Lorn, ‘With th ef fhalt thou puth the 


| Syrians, until thou, have confamed them. .12 
| And all'the prophets prophefied:fo, faying; Go. 


} j 


. B. fent-fory vers 9, 10,-135, 14. upbracded Abab with his 


NS GN Ges 543; 
as thy people, my horfes as thy horfes. 5 And 


quire, I pray thee* at the word of the Lorp to- 
day. -6 Then the king. of Hrael gathered.the 
_ prophets. together, about four hundred-men, and 
' faid-untorthem, Shall I go -againtt Ramoth:gi- 
lead to” battle, or fhall J forbear? And they 
faid, Goup; for the Loxp, fhall deliver 7¢,in- 
to the hand of the.king.; 7-And Jehoihaphat 
laid,Js there not herea prophet of the Lorp‘be- 
fides, that We might ingtire of him? 8 And the 
king of Ifrael faid unts Jehothaphat, There is 


- whomwe. may inquireiofithe Loan; but hate 
_ him, for he doth-not prophefy ‘good coneerning 
the king fay fo.” 9 Then the king of Efiael cal- 
led an officer, and faid, Haften hither Micaiah 
to: And the king»of Iael,, 


on his throne, having’ put on thei robes, in'a 


| void place, in the entrance of the. gate. of Sa- 
| Mavia,-and all, the .prophets.prophefied. before 
| them. 2x And: Zedekiah the-forr of Ghenaanah 


made’ him’ horns ‘of ‘iton’: “aid ‘he faid®’ Thus 


upto: Ramoth-gilead; and” profper® for’ the 


| Lorn fhall deliver i¢ into the king’s hand. TS 
| And the meffenger that was, gone. to call. Mi- 


caiah, fpake unto him, faying, Behold now, the. 


king with one mouth :' let’ thy HED RA: 
thee, be like the word of one of them, and {peale 
that which is good. 

the Lon. liveth, what the.Lorp faith unto me€;, 
that willl fpeak: bad 20) 


: Though. Abab continued under guilt and wrath andthe do-. 


J 
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_ reward for his profeflions of repentance and humiliation, though: 
the time. drew near when he fhould defcend» into: battle\ and. 
perifh, yet we have him:bleffed: with.a three years: peace; iver. 
1. and an, honourable vifit made him: from. Jehofhaphat: king, 
of Judah, ver. 2... The Jews have a fabulous conceit, that 

when. Ahab humbled himfelf fot his:fin, and lay in fackcloth, 

he fent for. Jehofhaphat,.tocome-to him to chaitife him candi 
that he {laid with him for:fome time, andogave him» fo many 

{tripes,every day. That is.a. gtoundlefs traditions 1oiHedcame 

nOWs jt.1s probable, to confult with, him about the affairs of 

their kingdoms. | It is {trange,»that fo greata man’as ‘Jehotha- 
| phat: would pay fo much refpe@ tora kingdom revolted from 
the houfe of David 3. and that fo good:a man. would fhew fo. 
much kindaefs to-a king revolted: from: the. worfhip of ‘Godi- 
But though -he wagia godly man, his temper was too eafy, which 
betrayed him to fnares:and inconveniencies. he ; 
The Syrians’ dusk not give Ahab any difturbances But,» 
; / Xe Ahab 


Jehothaphat {aid unto’ the king of Ifracl, In-_ 


yet one man (Micajah. the. fon,of Imlah)by - 


me; buttevil. “And Jehofhaphat’ faid, Let ‘not. 


words of the prophets declare good untothe - 


14, And, Micaiah faid, ag’ 


minion ofthe lufts to which he had folds himéelf SWety asia 


\ 


544 - i, 
1, Ahab here meditates a war agfinft the Syrians, and ad- 
‘vifes concerning it with thofe about him, ver. 3> The king of 
Syria gave him the provocation. When he lay at his mercy, 
he promifed to reftore him his cities, chap. xx. 34. and Ahab 
foolifhly took his word when he ought not to have difmiffed 
him, till the cities had been put into his poffeflion. But. now 
he knows, by experience, what he ought to have confidered, 
that as the kiffes, fo the promifes of an enemy are deceitful ; and 
there is no confidence to be put in leagues extorted by diftrefs. 
Ben-hadad is one of thofe princes that thinks himfelf bound by 
his word no farther, and no longer than it is for his intereft, 
Whether any other cities were reftored, we~do not find, but 
Ramoth-gilead was not ;.a confiderable city in the tribe “of 
Gad, on the other fide Jordan, a Levites city, and one of the 
cities of refuge. Ahab blames himfelf, and his people, that 
they did not beftir themfelves to recover it out of the hands of 
the Syrians, and to chaftife Ben-hadad’s violation of his league; 
and refolves to let that ungrateful perfidious prince know, that 
as he had given him peace, he could give him trouble.. Ahab 
has a good caufe, yet fucceeds not. Equity is not to be 
judged of by profperity. ere et 
2. He engages Jehofhaphat, and draws him in to join with 
him in this expedition, for the recovery of Ramoth-gilead, ver. 
4. And here I do not wonder, that Ahab fhould defire the 
afliftance of fo pioas and profperous a neighbour. Even bad 
men have often coveted the friendfhip of the good. It is de- 
firable to have an intereft in thofe that have an intereft in -hea- 
ven; and to have thofe with us, that have God with them. 
But it is {trange, Jehofhaphat will go fo entirely into Ahab’s 
interefts, as to fay, J am as thou art, and-my people as thy peo- 
ple.—I hope not; Jehofhaphat, and his people, are not fo 
wicked and corrupt as Ahab and his people- Too great a 
complaifance to evil-doers, has brought many good people, 
through unwarinefs, into a dangerous fellowfhip with the un- 
Jruitful works of darknefs. Jehothaphat had like to have paid 
dear for his.compliment, when in the battle he was taken. for 
Ahab. Yet fome obferve, that, in joining with Ifrael againft 
Syria, he atoned for his father’s fault, in joining with Syria a- 
gainft Ifrael, chap. xv. 19, 20. : 
3. At the fpecial inftance and. requeft of Jehofhaphat, he 
afks counfel of the prophets concerning this expedition. A- 
hab thought it enough to confult with his ftatefmen, but Jeho- 
fhaphat moves, that they fhould inguire of the word of the. 
Lord, ver. 5. Note, (1.) Wherever a good man goes, he 
defires to take God along with him, and will acknowledge 
him in all his ways, afk leave of him, and look up to him for 
fuccefs. (2.) Wherever a good man goes, he ought to take 
his religion along with him, and not be afhamed to own it, no 
pot when he is with thofe who havé no kindnefs for it. Je- 
hofhaphat has not left behind him at Jerufalem his. affection 
and veneration for the word of the Lord, but both avows-it, 
and endeavours to introduce it into. Ahab’s court. If Ahab 
drew him into his wars, he will draw Ahab into his devo- 
tions. ; 
4. Ahab’s four hundred prophets, the {tanding regiment -he 
had of them, prophets of the groves they called. them, agreed 
to encourage him in this. expedition, and to affure him of fuc- 


cefs, ver. 6. He put the queftion to them with a feeming - 


. fairnefs, Shall I go, or fhall I forbear? But they knew which 
way his inclination was, and defigned nothing elf but to hv- 
mour the two kings. Ta pleafe Jehofhaphat, they made ufe 
of the name Fehovah, he thall deliver it into the hand of the 
king: they {tole the word from the true prophets, Jer. xxxiti. 
go. and {poke their language. To pleafe Ahab, they bid him 
Go up. “They had indeed probabilities on their fide. Ahab 


had not long fince beaten the Syrians. twice; he had now a 
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good caufe, and was much ftrengthened by his alliance with 
Jchofhaphat : but they pretended to {peak by prophecy, not by 
rational conjecture ; by divine, not human forefight: T hou 
fhalt. certainly recover Ramoth-gilead. Zedekiah, a leading 
man among thefe prophets, in imitation of the true prophets, 
illuftrated his falfe prophecy with a fign, ver. 11. He made 
him a pair of iron horns, reprefenting the two kings, and theit _ 
honour and power, (both which were fignified by horns, exal-— 
tation and force), and with thefe the Syrians muft be puthed. 
Alfthe prophets agreed, as one man, that Ahab fhould return 
from this expedition ‘a conqueror, ver. 12. Unity is not al- 
ways the mark of a-true church, and true miniftry. Here 
were four hundred men that prophefied with one mind, and 
one mouth, and yet all in an error. . : 

5- Jehofhaphat cannot relifh this fort of preaching ; it isnot — 
like what he was ufed.to. The falfe prophets’ cannot fo mi- 
mic the true, but that he who had fpiritual fenfes exercifed, 
could difcern the fallacy, and therefore-he inquires for a pro- 
phet of the Lord befides, ver, 7. He is too much a courtier 
to fay any thing by way of reflection on the king’s chaplains, 
but he waits to fee a prophet of the Lord; intimating, that he 
could not look upon thefe to be fo. They feemed to be fome- _ 
what, (whatever they were, it made no matter to him), but, 
however, in conference they added sothing to him, they gave ~ 
him no fatisfa@tion, (alluding to Gal. ii. 6). One faithful pro- 
phet of the Lord was worth them all. 

6. Ahab has another, but one he hates, Micaiah by name, 5 
and to pleafe Jehofhaphat he is willing to have him fent for; 
ver. 8,—10. Ahab owned they might inguire of the Lord by 
him, that he was a true prophet, and one that knew God’s - 


_ mind. And yet, (4.) He hated him, and was not, afhamed 
to own to the king of Judah that he did fo; and to give this ~ 


for his reafon, He doth not prophecy good concerning me, but e~ 
vil. And whofe fault was that? If Ahab had done well, he 
had heard nothing but well from heaven : if he do ill, he may _ 
thank himfelf for all the uneafinefs which the reproofs and threats — 


| of God’s word give him. Note, Thofe are wretchedly har- 


an obedient car. ‘They were attended. with a crowd of flatter- 


ing prophets, that could not think of prophefying any thing 
but what was very {weet, and very fmooth, to:two fuch glori- 
; i a ous’ sch us 


ea eon 


>> 
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Chap. XX 1. 


Ous princes now in confederacy. They that love to be flatter- 
‘ed, thall hot want flatterers, nae 3 
Lafily, Micaizh is ptefled by the officer that fetched’him to 


follow the‘cry, ver. 13.° "That officer was unworthy the name, 


_* of an Tfraclite, who pretended’ to preferibe toa prophet ; but 


a 


? jsiow pooh hed dedxy ji % 
thing But, rbae which 


t 
a 
hi 


‘he thought him altogether fuch’a one“as thé re(t, who'ftadied 
“to pleafe ‘men, and not God. Hertells hint how unanimous 
the other prophets’ were in foretelling the king’s good fuccefs ; 


how agreeable it was to’ the king ; that it was his intereft to . 


fay as they faid, he might giin not only enlargeniént, but pre- 
ferment by it. They that dote upsn worldly things themfelves, 
think every body elfe fhould do fo too, and, true or falfe; right 
of wrong, fpeak and a& fortheir feeular intere?t only. He inti- 
mates likewife, that it would” be to™no piirpofe® to contradi&t 
fitch a numerous and unanimous vote: he would be ridiculed, 
as affeting a foolifh fiigularity if hé fhould. But Micaiah 
knows better things, protefts it, and backs his proteftation with 
ansoath, that he will deliver his meffage: from “God with all 
faithfalne{s, whether it be pleafing or difpleafing to his prince: 


ver. 14. What the Lord faith to me, that will I peak, without 

, addition, ‘diminution, or alteration. ° Bravely refolved! sand as 

begamé one who had his eye to a’greater King’ thaneitherof — 

thefe, “arrayed “with “brighter robes, “and: fitting ‘on® a higher — 
PMs Tey beg "ed ee BO Oe mr 


“CEE at, | 
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hofhaphat, Did I-not,,tell,,thee, that he would 
prophecy,no' good,concerhingime) butaevile 
And“he'faid, Hear’ thou “therefore tlie wordoof 
pee uHie ORR Ot rei .colndapiar Res apr isis tot Bi : 
nd all.the holt of heaven ‘iandng’ By hii, oi 


‘up‘and ‘fall'at Ramothepilead 2A nd: one 


faid on this’ mannéy, “And *afiofhe? fhid'Oni tliat 


with 2) Alnd he iid) F wilt go! fovehipanda ‘will 
bea tne Tbiis in Ficmonith of AIF wis prophets, 


the, ith’ of “All” the c ‘th “thee.” (4 
Lorpibath, fpoken evil congerning thee,’ '34 


But Zedekiah the don of Chenaanah went near, \ 
ands fmote’ Micaiahi son ‘the cheek; and» faid, 


‘ 
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; 
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; 
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Which way went the {pirit of the Lorn from 
~me to fpeak unto thee ? *2'5 And Micaiah faid, 
Behold, thou thalt fee in that day, when thou 
fhalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyfelr. 
»26 And the king of Ifrael faid, Take. Micaiah, 
and carry him back unto Amon ‘the governor 
of the city, and to Joath the king’s’ fon: 27 
And fay, Thus faith the king, Put this fel/ow in 
the.prifon,and feed him with bread of affliGion, 
and with water! of ‘affliction, -until I.come in 
peaces 28 AndMicaiah faid; If thow return 
vat all in ‘peace, “the Loxp ‘hath not fpoken by 
me. And he faid,.Hearken, O people, every 
one of yous: “= — ek Deda. , 
- ‘Here Micaiali ‘doth ‘well; butj©as”is common; fuffers allfor 
‘fo doing. ik MEQ b.2aap a ease bey 
Firfi, Wearethere told how- faithfully he- delivered; his mef- 


daseece. ey 


fage, as one that was more folicitous to pleafe: Gedy: than to 


humour either ‘the great? orsthe many." Threesways he deli- 
vers the meflage,‘and albdifpleafiligytd Athabiey sarc a) one 
“He fpeaks' asthe reft ofthe proplietsidid, but ironically: 


. Oss os antietls ) meateme on mid. | bE3, enllorc fringe we quorddaby } ib thefame ‘quaftion 't 
15 ¥ So he came to:the:king, and the.king. aAOK thea cau Haste siete nie 


himthat he-had. pat to hisown prophetsjoGha//ade: gosor foal! 
‘awe forbear? Leeming dcfirous'to' know ‘God’ simindy whens like 
‘Balaam; he ‘was’ {trongly*bent'to dovhis!ownsrwhieh “Micaiah 
plainly took notice ofp 'when!he bidyhiin: go, . butowithifuch/an 


| -ait. of :promunciation;as phiinlytheweds he fpake’itsby wayioe 


derifionsQ°De Tiknow ‘you ate*detérmined torgoyand Tehear 
"-your"ownprophetsiare ‘unanimoussd. affutingvyou of fucéels; 
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golthen, and taker what‘follows. « ‘hey fay TheLordyball - 


deliver’ itinto thehandof the bing} buv'liide not telb theey that 


thils faith the-Lords\ noy he faith otherwifey» \Note,Phofeide- - 
ferveto*be‘bantered;\ithat’ love ‘ito’ ‘be 'iflattéred’s) and it is: jut ; 


withiGod'to giveeup'thofe to théir.own counfels,\that give lp 
themfelves to theirown lufts} Ecol:tivig.:olInvanfwerlto this, 


Ahab adjures him to tell him the truth, “andstiot !to jé(tswith — 
him, ¥er-T6.'as if he fincerely: defired: tdsiknowslboth what - 


God would-have him doy and what heonyould \do swith shim’; 
yet ibtending»to reprefent'the prophet «as ‘a2perverfelilnumotr. 
ed‘ man; that would not\tell him the/truthitill herwas thug put 
to! hiscoath,or adjured tosdoiti WV (.1) 10M 9 Sage Maok 
on 'zBeing thus’ preffedyvhe ‘plainly iferetold) that the: king 
Would ibe cut \offidn! this expedition, and: his. army {eattered, 


) ver. 197. | He faw them ina vifion, or dream, difperfed upot the 
mountains; as fheep'that»have' noione'to guidexthém smite the © 
| fhipherdl, andevhe\focep will: bé fodneredy Zech, xiii. ys This 


intimates, (7. )o That frael fhould be’ depriveds ofictheitykitig, 


who! was'their! fhepherdo.! God!took notice of ith» Thw/e hawe . 


no'mafier. (2. That'theyowouldbeobligéd tovretireyirelin= 
fefa> He doth not forefedanly great flaughtet oim: the: army; 
but that they fhould make a difhonotrable retreat: Let them’ 


_ Feturmevery mawto bis louse in peacey purinto: difordet indeed 


forthe prefent, but sno igreat*lofers by the deathvof their kings: 


» He tfhallefall mnilwar} ‘but they’ fhall:gochone im peacesuc Phus’. 


Micaiaht in his prohecy teftifiedsiwhat! theshadifeen andvheardly 

lep themvtake it how the} pleated, while thevothers»prophefied' 
purelytoubiof tbeir.qwmhebrtss: See Ferz xexitio 23/5 Lhe !pro-! 
phet thatnhas aidreamydéerhimstell;that, -andafé quote'his aw~ 

thority iwald bi\thav\has mysevordjlet him peak iny word faith 
Sidlyy-andehorhis own puforsdhatii thexchaff tothe wheat? 


Now Ahab finds hingtlf lagarleveds:tumns:to. J ehothanhatysand 


appeals tosbith;whethersMicaiah had not-manifettly la fpite toy 
himywer.b98, 9 They thatebear talicerto othersy!are generally 
\ 5 6, % willing 
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willing to believe that they bear malice to them, though they 
have no caufe for it, and therefore to put the worft conftruc- 
tions upon all they fay. What evil did -Micaiah prophecy to 
Ahab, in telling him, if he proceeded in this expedition, it 
would be fatal to him, while he might chufe whether he would 
proceed an it or no? The greateft kindnefs we can do to one 
that is going in a dangerous way, is to: tell him of his dan- 
ger. F 
3. He gave the king an account whence it was, that all his 
prophets encouraged him to proceed, that God permitted Sa- 
tan, by them, to deceive him into his ruin, and he, by vifion, 
knew of it. It was reprefented to him, and he reprefented it 
to Ahab, that the God of heaven had determined he fhould 
- fall at Ramoth-gilead, ver. 19, 20. that the favour he had 
wickedly fhewed to Ben-hadad might be punifhed by him and 
his Syrians; and that he, being in fome doubt whether he 
fhould go to Ramoth-gilead or no, and refolving to be advifed 
‘by his prophets, they fhould perfuade him to it, and prevail, 
ver. 21, 22.3; and hence it was that they encouraged him with 
fo much affurance, ver. 23. it was a lie from the father of lies, 
but by divine permifiion. This. matter is here reprefented af- 
ter the manner of men, We are not to imagine, that God is 
ever put upon new counfels, or is ever at alofs for means 
whereby to effect his purpofes; no: that he needs to confult 
with angels, or any .creature, abont the methods he fhould take; 
nor that he is the author of fin, or the caufe of any man’s ei- 
ther telling or believing a lie. But, befides what was intend- 
ed by this, with reference to Ahab himfelf, it is to teach us, 


(1.) That God is a great king above all kings, and has a throne | 


above all the thrones of earthly princes. You have your 
thrones, (faid Micaiah to thefe two kings), and you think you 


may do what you will, and we muft all fay as you would have | 


us; but J faw the Lord fitting upon his throne, and every man’s 
judgment proceeding from him, and therefore I mutt fay as he 
faith: he is not a man as-you are. (2.) That he is continual- 
Jy attended_and-ferved by an innumerable company of angels, 


mercy on his right hand, of wrath on his left. hand, to fome. 


> (3-) That he not only takes cognifance of, but prefides in all | 
‘the adairs of this lower. world, and-over-rules them according 
ta the counfel of his own will, The rife and fall..of princes, - 


the iflues of war, and all the great affairs of fate, which are 
the fubject of the confultations of wife and great men, are no 


more above God’s dire@ion, than the meanelt. concerns of | 
the pooreft cottages are below his notice, (4) Ged has ma- 
ny ways of bringing about his own counfels; particularly, con- 


cerning the fall of finners when they are ripe for ruin, he can 
do it either on this manner, or on that manner. (5-) ‘That 
there are malicious and lying fpirits, which go about conti- 
nually feekimg to devour, and in order to that, feeking to-de- 


ceive, and efpecially to put lies'into the mouths of prophets, | 


by them to entice many to their deftrudtion.. (6.) It is not 
“without the divine permiffion that the devil deceives men, and 
even thereby God ferves his own purpoles: With him is frrength 
and wifdom ; the deceived and the deceiver are his, Job xi. 16. 
“When he pleafeth, for the punifhment of thofe who receive not 
- the truth in the love of it, he :not only lets Satan loofe io de- 


ceive them, Rev. xx. 7, 8. but gives men up to flrong delusions nifhment of a falfe prophet, if the king come home alive. 


to believe him, 2 'Theff. ii. 11,.12., (7.) Thofe are manifett- 
_ly marked for ruin, that are thus given. up. God has certain- 


of the danger of believing thofe: that ‘encouraged him to pro- 
ceed. Thus we are warned to deavare of falfe prophets, and 


| he would put him to death for a falfe prophet, ver. 23. Hard © 9 


i ; un- | He that is terrible to the kings of the earth, and treads upon 
Ty fpoken evil concerning thofe whom he has given up to be im~-} princes as mortar, will rather let thoufands of them fall to the 
pofed upon by lying prophets. Thus Micatah gave Ahab fair | ground, than one iota or title of his own word: he will not 
warning, uot only of the-danger of procgeding in this war, but | fail to confirm the quord of his Jervants, Va. xiv. 26. rate 


¥ 
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to try the fpirits. The lying fpirit never deceives fo fatally, as 
in the mouth of prophets. : ces ei gore aay 
Secondly, We are here told, how he was abufed for deli-* 
+vering his meflage thus faithfully, thus plainly, in a way fo ve- 
ry proper both to convince and to affect. tee as cae 
1. Zedekiah, a wicked prophet, impudently infulted him ia 


- the face of the court; /mote him on the check, to reproach him, | 


to filence him, and {top his mouth, and to exprefs his indig- 
nation at him: (thus was our blefled Saviour abufed, Matth. 
xxvi. 647. that Judge of Ifrael, Mic. v. 1.): and as if he not ~ 
only had the fpirit of the Lord, but the monopoly of this Spi- 

rit, that he might not go without his leave, he afks, [hich 
way went the /pirit of the Lord from me to fpeak to thee? ver. 

24. The falfe prophets were always the worft enemies the 
true prophets had, and not only flirred up the government a- 
gainft them, but were themfelves abufive to them, as Zedekiah 
here. To ftrike within the verge of the court, efpecially in 

the king’s prefence, is looked upon by our law as a high mif 
demeanor ; yet this wicked prophet gives this abufe to a pro- 
phet of the Lord, and is not repfimanded or bound to his good. 
behaviour for it ; Ahab was pleafed with it, and Jehofhaphat 

had not courage to appear for the injured prophet, pretending 
it was out of his jurifdi€tion : but Micaiah, though he returns 

not his blow; (God’s prophets are no ftrikers nor perfecutors, 
dare not avenge themfelves, render blow for blow, or be any 
way acceflory to the breach of the peace); yet fince he boaft- 

ed fo much of the Spirit, as thofe commonly do that know 
leaft of his operations, he léaves him to be convinced of his 
error by the event: ‘Thou fhalt know when thou hideft thyfelf 

in an inner chamber, ver. 25. tis likely, Zedekiah went 
with Ahab to the battle, and took his horns of iron with him, 

to encourage the foldiers, to fee with pleafure the accomplith- 
ment of his prophecy, and return in ‘triumph with the king; 

but the army being routed, he fled among the reft fromthe 
{word of the enemy, fheltered himfelf, as Ben-hadad had done, Wa 


q | in a chamber within a chamber, chap. xx. 30. left he fhould 
thofe heavenly hofts, who {tand by him, ready to go where | 


he fends them, and to do what he bids them; mefiengers of | 


perifh, as he knew he deferved to do, with thofe whom he had 
deluded, as Balaam did, Numb. xxxi. 8. and left the blind 
prophet fhould fall into the ditch, with the blinded prince whom 
he had mifled-—Note, Thofe that will not have their miftakes 
rectified in time by the word of God, will be undeceived, when 
it is too late, by the judgments of God. _ : es sas 
2. Ahab, that Widked king, committed him to prifon, ver} 
27. not only ordered him to be taken into cuftody, or remit-— 
ted to the jail from whence he came, but to be fed with bread 
and water, coarfe bread and puddle water, till he fhould feo j 
turn; not doubting but he fhould return a conqueror, and then | ‘age 


i a 


ufage for one that would have prevented his ruin ;. but by this 
it appeared, that God had determined to deftroy him, as 2 Chr. ; q 
xxv. 16. How confident is Ahab of faccefs! He-queftions + 
not but to return in peace, forgetting what he himfelf had 
minded Ben-hadad of, Let not him that girdeth on his harnefs 
boas but there was little likelihood of his coming home in. 
peace, when he left one of God's prophets behind him in pri- 
fon. . Micaiah puts it upon the iffue, and calls all the people iam 
to be witnefles that he did fo, Jf thou return in peace, the Lord. 
bas not fpoken ly me, v.28. Tet me incur the reproachand pu- 

Heron | 
no hazard by this appeal, for he knew whom he had believed. 


29 So the king of Hfrael, and Jehofhaphat,the — 
‘ \ pas os Siempre See - kir a 


— 


ing & a: 


: Chap. Xx s) ; I. 


dy, itis the king of IMfrael. 


_ Lorp which he fpake. 
acts of Ahab, and all that he did, and the ivory 


which was in the right. 


ath Sh aa Y) ae ee ee ee 


-the king of Judab, went up to Ramoth-gilead. 
30 And the king of Ifrael faid unto Jehofha- 
phat, 1 will difguife myfelf, and enter into the 
battle, but put, thou on thy robes. And the 
king of Irael difguifed himfelf, and went into 
the battle. 31 But the king of Syria command- 
ed his thirty and two captains that had rule o- 
ver his chariots, faying, Fight neither with {mall 
nor great, fave only with the king of Ifrael. 32 
And it came to pafs, when the captains of the 
chariots faw-Jehofhaphat, that they faid, Sure- 
And they turned 
afide to fight againft. him: and Jehofhaphat 
cried out. 33 And it came to pais, when the 


captains of the chariots perceived that it was. 


not the king of Ifrael, ‘that they turned back 
from purfuing him. 34 And a certain man 
drew a bow at.a venture, and fmote the king 
of Ifrael between the joints of the harnefs: 
wherefore he faid unto the driver of his chariot, 
Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the hoft, 
for Iam wounded. 
fed that day; and the king was ftayed up in his 
chariot againft the Syrians, and died at even: 
and the blood ran out of the wound, into the 
midit of the chariot.. 36 And there went a pro- 
clamation throughout the hoit, about the going 
down of the fun, faying, Every man to his city, 
and every man to his own country. 37 € So 
the king died, and was brought to Samaria, and 
they buried the king in Samaria. 38 And one 
wathed the chariot in the pool of Samaria, and 
the ‘dogs licked up his blood, and they wafhed 
his armour, according unto the word of the 
39 Now the ret of the 


houie which he made, and all the cities that he 

built, ave they not written in the book of the 
~ chronicles of the kings of Iftael? 40 So Ahab 

flept with his fathers, and Ahaaia) his fon reign- 
ed in his ftead. Ss 


_. ‘The matter in conteft between God’s prophet and Ahab’s 
“prophets is here foon determined, and it is made to appear 
Here, 

1. The two kings march with their forces to Ramoth-gilead, 
ver. 29. hat the king of Ifrael, who hated God’s prophet, 
fhould fo far difbelieve his admonition, as to perfilt in his re- 
folution notwith{tanding, is not ftrange ; but that Jehofhaphat, 

that pious prince, who had defired to inquire by a prophet of 
the Lord, as. difrelifhing and difcrediting Ahab’s prophets, 
fhould yet proceed after fo fair warning, is to be admired. But, 


by the eafinefs of his temper, le was carried away with the de- 
0 


~ Tafion (as Barnabas was with the diflimulation, Gal. ii. 13.) 


_ of his friends ;. he gave too much. heed to Ahab’s prophets, 
becaufe they. pretended to {peak from-God too, and in his coun- 


_ try he had never been impofed upon by fuch cheats ; he was rea- 


, 
° ‘ 


35 And the battle increa-_ 
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dy to give. his opinion with the major vote, and to conclude, 
it was four hundred to oné but they fhould facceed ; Micaiah 
had not forbidden them to go, nay, at firlt he faid, Go, und 
profper ; if it came to the worft, it was only Ahab’s fall that 
was foretold, and therefore he hoped he might venture. 

2. Ahab contrives to fecure himfelf, and expofe his friend : 
ver. 30. J will idifguife myfelf, and go in the habit of a com- 
mon foldier 5 but let ‘Feho/haphar put on his robes, to appear in 
the drefs of a general.—He pretended hereby to do honour to 
Jehofhaphat, and to compliment him with the fole command 
of the army in this,action ; he fhall dire and give orders, and 
Ahab will ferve-as a foldier under him; but intended, (1.) 
‘To makea liar of a good prophet. Thus he hoped to elude the 
danger, and fo to defeat the threatening, as if, by difguifing 
himfelf, he could efcape the divine cognifance, and the judge- 
ments that purfaed him. - (2.) To make a fool of a good king 
whom he did not cordially love, becaufe’ he was one that ad-_ 
hered to God, and fo condemned his apoftacy. He knew if 
any perifhed, it muft be the fhepherd, fo Micaiah had foretold; 
and perhaps he had intimation of the charge the enemy had to 
fight chiefly againft the king of Ifrael; and therefore bifely ice 
tended to betray Jehofhaphat to the danger, that he might fe3 
cure himfelf Ahab was marked for ruin; one would not 
have been in his coat for a great deal; yet he will over-perfuade 
this godly king to mufter for him. See what they get, that 
join in affinity with vicious men, whofe confciences are de- 
bauched, and that are loft to every thing that is honourable. 


How can it be expeéted he fhould be true to his friend, that’, 


has been falfe to his God ? 

3- Jehofhaphat, having more piety than policy, put himfelf 
into the poft of honour, though it was the poft of danger, and 
was thereby brought into peril of his life; but God gracioufly 
delivered him. 


had no quarrel, but with the king of Ifraet only, ver. 31. to 
aim at his perfon, as if againft him he had a particular enmity. 


Now Ahab was juitly repaid for {paring Ben-hadad, who, as — 


the feed of the ferpent commonly do, {tung the bofom im which 
he was foftered, and faved from perifhing. Some think he de« 
figned only to have him taken prifoner, that he might now 
give ‘him as honourable a treatment as he had formerly recei- 
ved from him.——Whatever was the reafon, this charge the offi« 
cers received, and endeavoured to oblige their prince in this 
matter ; for feeing Jehofhaphat in his reyal habit, they took 
hint for the king of Hrael, and furrounded him. Nowy, (1.). 
By his danger, God Jet him know that he was difpleafed with 
him, for joining in confederacy with Ahab. . He had faid, in 


compliment to Ahab, ver. 4. J am as thou art, and now he , 


was indeed taken for him. They that affociate with evil-doers, 
aré in danger of fharing in their plagues. (2.) By his delive- 
rance God let him know, that though he was difpleafed with 
him, yet -he had not defirted him. Some of the captains that 
knew him, perceived their miftake, and fo retired from the pur- 
fuit of him. But it is faid, 2 Chron. xviii. 31. God moved 
them (for he has all hearts in his hand) to depart from him; 


to him he cried out, not in cowardice, but devotion, and from ~ 


him his relief came. Ahab was in no care to fuccour him. 
God is a friend that will not fail us, when other friends do. 
4. Ahab received his mortal wound in the battle, notwith- 
{tanding his endeavours to fecure himfelf in the habit of a pri- 
vate centinel. Let no man think to hide himfelf‘from God’s 
judgments, no, not in mafquerade: Thine hand fhall find out 


all thine enemies, whatever difguife they are in :, ver..24. The» 


Syrian that fhot him, litte thought of_doing fuch a piece of 
fervice to God and his king; for he drew a bow at a venture, 


not aiming particularly at any man; yet God fo direéted the - 
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arrow, 


/ 


The king of Syria charged his captains to le- . : 
vel their force, not againit the king of Judah, for with him he ° 


_ built, 


a 


A 
oT 


ar'ow, (1.) He hit the right perfon, the man that was marked 
for deftruétion, whom, if they. had taken alive, as was defign- 
éd, perhaps Ben-hadad would have fpared. Thofe cannot e- 
{cep2' with life, whom God hath doomed to death. (2.) He 
hit him in the right. place, Cetqveen the joints of the harne/s, 
tle only place about him where this arrow of death could find 
No armour is proof againft the darts of divine ven- 
geance.. Cafe the criminal in fteel, and it is all one; te that 
made him, can make his fword approach to him. ‘That which 
to us feems altogether cafual, is done by the determinate coun- 
fel and foreknowledge of God. 

5. The army was difperfed by the enemy, and fent home 
by the king, Either Jehofhaphat or Ahab ordered the retreat 


entrance. 


of the fheep, when, the fhepherd was {mitten: Every man to 


his city, for it is to. no purpofe to attempt any thing more, ver. 
36. Ahab himfelf lived long enough to fee that part of Mica- 
iah’s prophecy accomplifhed, That all Ifrael fhould be fcatter- 
ed upon the mountains of Gilead, ver. 17. and perhaps with his 
dying lips did himfelf give orders for it; for though he would 
be carried out of the army to. have his wounds dreffed, ver. 
34. yet he would be flayed up in his chariot, to fee if his army 
were victorious ; but when he. faw the battle increafe again{t 
them, his {pirits funk, and he died ; but his death was fo lin- 
gering, that he had time to feel himfelf die: and we may well 
imagine, with what horror he now reflected upon the wicked- 
ne{fg he had committed, the warnings he had flighted, Baal's 
altars,. Naboth’s vineyard, Micaiah’s imprifonment ; now he 
fees himfelf flattered into his awn ruin, and Zedekiah’s horns 
of iron pufhing, not the Syrians, but himfelf into deftruétion. 
Thus is he drought to ihe king of terrors without hope in bis 


death. 


6. ‘The royal corpfe was brought to Samaria, and buried 
there, ver. 37. and thither was brought the bloody chariot and 


~ bloody armour in which he died, ver. 38. and one particular cir- 


cumitance is taken notice of, becanfe there wasin it the accom- 
plifhmentsof a prophecy, that when they brought the chariot to 
the pool of Samiaria to be wathed, the dogs (and fwine, faith 
the Septuagint) pathered about it, and, as is ufual, /icked the 
blood ; or, as fome think, the water in which it was wafhed, 
with which the blood . was mingled ; the dogs made no differ- 
ence between royal blood and other blood. Now Naboth’s 
blood was avenged, chap. xxi. 19. and that word of David, as 
well as Elijah’s word, was fulfilled, Pfal. ixviii. 23. That thy 
Soot may be dipped in the blood of thine enemies, and the tongues 
of thy dogs in the fame. The dogs licking the guilty blood was 
perhaps defigned to reprefent the terrors that prey upon the guil- 
ty foul after death. 

Lafily, The ftory of Ahab is here concluded in the ufual 
form, ver. 39, 40. Among his works mention is made of an 
ivory houfe which he built ; fo called, becaufe it was in many 
places inlaid with ivory. Perhaps it was intended to vie 
with the f{tately palaces of the kings of Judah, which Solomon 


4r And Jehofhaphat the fon of Afa began 
to reign over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab 


King of Ifrael.~ 42 Jehofhaphat was thirty and 


five years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned twenty and five years in Jerufalem : 
and his mother’s name was Azubah the daughter 
of Shilhi. 43 And he walked in all the way 6f 


_ Afa his father, he turned not afide from it, do- 


ing that which was right in the eyes of the 
Lorn: neverthelefs, the high places were not 


~ 5 


8 _ is eee ae 


fend his fervants with fome effeéts on board Jehofhaphat’s fhips, 


‘eft; for he reigned but twenty-five years, ver. 42. but then i 


Chap. XXII. ° 


taken away ; for the people offered and burnt 
incenfe yet in the high places. 44 And Jeho- 
fhaphat made peace with the king of Mrael. — 
45 Now the reft of the aGs of Jehofhaphat, 
and his might that he fhewed, and how he war-. _ 
red, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah? 46 And the 
remnant of the Sodomites which remained ini | 
the days of his father Afa, he took out ofthe, % 
land. 47 There was then no king in Edom: 

a deputy was\king. 48 Jehofhaphat made _ 
fhips. of Tarfhiflr to go to Ophir for gold: but 
they went not; for the fhips were broken at 
Ezion-geber. 49 Then faid Ahaziah the fon 


}-of Ahab unto Jehothaphat, Let my fervants go 


with thy fervants in the fhips': but Jehofhaphat 
would not. 50 & And Jehofhaphat flept with 
his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in — — 
the city of David his father: and Jehoram his ~ 
fon reigned in his ftead. 51 4] Ahaziah the fon’ 

of Ahab began to reign over Ifrael in Samaria 
the feventeenth year of Jehofhaphat king of 
Judah, and reigned two years over Ifrael, 52 
And he did evil in the fight of the Lorn, and 


walked in the way of his father,and in the way ~ 


of his mother, and in the way of Jeroboam the ~ 
fon of Nebat, who made Ifrael to fin. 53 For 
he ferved Baal, and worfbipped him, and pro- — 
voked to anger the Lorn God of Ifrael, accord- 


ing to all that his father had done, 


Here is, 1. A, thors account of the reign of Jehofhaphat king 
of Judah, which we fhall havé a much fuller narrative of inthe’ 
book of Chronicles, and of the greatnefs and goodnefs of that = 
prince, neither of which were leffened or fullied by any things ~ in. 
but his intimacy with the houfe of Ahab, which, upon feveral. 
accounts, was a diminution to him. His confederacy with A- 
hab in war, we have already found dangerous to him ; and his” 
confederacy with Ahaziah his fon in trade {ped no better ; he 
offered to go partner with him ina fleet of merchant-fhips, that. = 
fhould fetch gold from*Ophir,as Solomon’s navy did, ver. 48. See 
fee 2 Chron. xx. 35, 36. but while they were preparing to fet 
fail, they were exceedingly damaged-and difabled by a ftorm;», <3 
broken in Ezion-geber, which a prophet gave Jehofhaphat to. =~ | 
underftand was a rebuke to him for his league with wicked A- ad 
haziah, 2 Chron. xx. 37. and therefore, as we are told here, | 
ver. 49..when Ahaziah defired a fecond time to go partners) 
with him; or, if that could not be obtained, that he might but 


he refuled; Febofhaphat would not; the rod of God expound- 
ed by the word of God, had effetually broke him off from his ~~ 

confederacy with that ungodly unhappy prince. Better buy seo E 
wifdom dear, than be without it.. But experience is therefore. 
faid to be the miftrefs of fools ; becaufe they are fools that will) ‘ 


not learn till they are taught by experience, and particularly till = 
they are taught the danger of affociating with ‘wicked people.) 
Now, Jehofhaphat’s reign appears here to have been none of ~ = 


the longeft, but one of the elt. (1.) Tt was none of the long- 


was in the prime of his time, between thirty-five and fixty, and: - 
eit , ' -thefee> 


Dee tie: 
» Shay 
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‘ 
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4 Chap. XX. - E 


thefe twenty-five, added to his father’s happy forty-one, give us 
a grateful idea of the flourifhing condition of tbe kingdom of 
_ Judah, and of religion in it, for a great while, even when 
things were very bad upon all accounts in the kingdom of If. 
rael. If Jehofhaphat’ reigned not fo long as his father, to ba- 
“lance that, he had not thefe blemithes on the latter end of his 
reign that his father had, 2 Chron. xvi..9, 10, 12. and it is 
_better for a man that has been in reputation ‘for wifdom and 
honour, to die in the midft of it than to outlive it. (2.) Yet 
it was one of the bet, both in refpect of piety and profperity. 
T1.] He did well; he did that which was right in the eyes of 
the Lord, ver. 43. obferved the commands of his God; and 
trode in the fteps of his good father ; and perfevered herein; he 
turned not.afide, from it. Yet every man’s charaéter has fome 
but or other ; fo had his; the high places were not taken away; 
No, not out of Judah and Benjamin, though thofe tribes lay near 
Jerafalem, that they might eafily bring their offerings and in- 
cenfe to the altar there, and could not pretend, as fome other 
‘of the tribes, the inconveniency of lying remote; but old’cor- 
Tuptions are hardly rooted out, efpecially when they have for- 
merly had the patronage of thofe that were good, as the high 
places had of Samuel, Solomon, and fome others. - [2.] His 
_ affairs did well ; he prevented the mifchiefs which had attend- 
ed their wars with the kingdom of Ifrael ; eftablifhing a laft- 
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ing peace, vef. 44. which had been a preater blefling if he had 


- contented himfelf with a peace, and not carried it on to an af. 


finity wich Ifrael} he put a deputy or viceroy in Edom, fo that 

that kingdom was a tributary to him, ver. 47. and therein the 

prophecy concerning Efau and Jacob was fulfilled, thatthe ¢/. : 

der Joould ferve the’ younger ; and in general mention is made 

of his might and his wars,. ver. 45. he pleafed God, and God 

blefled him with ftrength and fuccefs ; his death is {poken of, 

ver. $0. to fhut up his ftory; yet in the hiftory of the kings : 

of Hrael we find mention of him afterwards, 2 Kings iii, 1. . a 
2. The beginning of the {tory of Ahaziah the fon of Ahab, 

ver. 51,53. His reign was very fhort, not two years. Some 

finners God makes quick work with. It is a very ill charac« 

ter that is here given-of him ; he not only kept up Jeroboam’s 

idolatry, but the worthip of Baal likewife< Though he had 

heard of the ruin of Jeroboam’s family, and had feen his own 

father drawn -into his own deftruction by the prophets of Baal; ie 

who had oft been proved falfe prophets ; yet he received no 

inftruction, took no warning, but followed the example of his 

wicked father, and the counfel of his more wicked mother Je- 

zebel, who was {till living. Miferable are the children that not 

only derive a {tock of corruption from their parents, but aré thus . 

taught by them to trade with it; and unhappy, moft unhappy 4 ar 

parents, they that help to damn their childrens fouls. it 
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Tus fecond book of the Kings (which the Septuagint, numbering from Samuel, call the fourth) . 


G See 


‘ ss 


is a continuation of the former book; and fome think, might better have been made to begin - ae 


_ with the fifty-firft verfe of the foregoing chapter, where the reign of Ahaziah begins. 


The for- ; ae 


mer book had an illuftrious beginning in the glories of the kingdom of Ifrael, when it was en- 


tire. This has a melancholy conclufion, 


in the defolations of the kingdoms of Ifrael firft, and 


then of Judah, after they had been long broken into two ; fora kingdom divided againft itfelf 


cometh to deftruction. But Elijah’s 


heaven, chap. i. and ii- 
ites and foreigners, chap. iii,—vii. 


' 
, 
‘ 


mighty. works.were very much the glory of the former 
_ book, towards the latter end of it; fo were Elifha’s the glory of this, towards the beginning of " 
it.—Thefe prophets outfhone their princes ; and therefore, as far as they go, the hiftory fhallbe- a 
accounted for in them. Here is, 1, Elijah fetching fire from heaven, and afcending in fireto a 
If. Elitha working many miracles, both for prince and people, Ifrael- 

Il, Hazael and Jehu anointed ; the former for the.correc-~ ' 


tiom. 
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: Chap. I 


tion of Hfrael, the latter for the defteudion of the houfe of f Ahab, and the worfliip of Baal, chap. 


Vill gna ke 


IV. The reigns of feveral of the kings, both of Judah ‘and Ifrael, chap. pane 3 Gy 


The captivity of the ten tribes, chap. xvii. WI. The good and glorious reign of Hezekiah, 


chap. XV ne 


VU. Manaffeh’s wicked*reign, and Jofiah’s good one,’ Chap. Xxi,—Xxill, 
Vil. The deftruGion of jerufalem by the king of Babylon, ¢ 


chap. xxiv, xxv. This hiftory. i in 


the feveral paflages of it, ‘confirms that obfervation of Solomon’s, “ That righteoufnels exalts 3:3 


“ nation, but fin is the reproach of any people.” 


AD ia ee 

e here find Aboziah, the genuine fon and fucc«ffor of A- 
mee on the throne of Ifrael. 
sears; be died by a fall in his own “boufes which, after 
“the mention of the revolt of Moab, ver. 1. we have here 
an account of. 1. The meffage which on that occafan he 
Jent to the god of Ekron, ver. 2. LU. The ie fate: he re- 
ceived from the God of Irael, ver. 3,—8.. III. The de- 
Siruchion of the meffengers he fent to ferxe the prophet onee 
» and again, ver. 9,—12. IV. His compafion to, and com- 
pliance with the third meffenger upon bis ‘febnn fare, ane 

' the delivery of the meffage to the king himfelf, ver. 13,— 
*. 16. V. The death of Ahbaziah, ver. 17,18. In be dats 
we may obferve how great the prophet looks, and bow ht- 

tle the prince. 


HEN Moab rebelled againft Hirael, after 

the death of Ahab, 2 And Ahaziah fell 

. down through a Jattefs in his upper chamber 
‘that was in Samaria, and was fick: and he fent 
-meflengers, and faid unto them, Go, inquire of 
- Baal-zebub the god of Ekron, whether I fhall 
recover of this difeafe. 3 But the angel of the 

- Lorp faid to Elijah the Tifhbite, Arife, go up 
‘to meet the meffengers of the king of Samaria, 
and fay unto them, Js zt not becaufe there is 

- not aGod in Ifrael, that ye go to inquire of Baal- 
-zebub the god of Ekron? 4 Now therefore 
thus faith the Lorp, Thou fhalt not come down 


from that bed on lech thou art gone up, but: 


fhalt furely die. And Elijah departed. 5 q And 
when the meffengers ‘turned back unto him, he 
faid-unto them, Why are ye now turned back? 

6 And they faid unto him, There came a man 


up to meet us, and faid unto us, Go, turn again - 


unto the king that fent you, and fay unto him, 
“Thus faith the Lorn, J it not becaufe there is 


-not a God in Hrael, that thou fendeft to inquire 


‘of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? therefore thou 
fhalt not come down from that bed on which 
thou art gone up, but fhalt furely die. 7 And 

-be faid unto them, What manner of man qwas 
he which came up to.meet you, and told you 
thefe words? 


‘ther about his. loins: 
‘the Tithbite. 


His re‘gn continued not two - 


-and was ill brvifed with the fall; 


| laid for the finner in the ground, where he thinks leaft of it, 


. weight, like this lattefs. 


defirous to be told how we may carry ourfelves well in ou 


8 And they anfwered him, He. | 
_was an hairy man, and girt witha girdle of lea 
And he faid, It zs Ebjah_ . fly; or that had- (as they fancied). rid their. country of th 

. ERMEORENS ¥ 2 _ fwarms of flies wherewith it was sea or of fome. z) 


We have here Ahaziah, the wicked king of Ifrael, under ~ 
God’s rebukes, both by-his providence, and by his prophets, 
by his rod, and by his word. 

1. He is crofled: in his affairs. How can thofe ‘expe ; 
to profper, that do evil in the fight of the Lord, and provoke 
him to anger 2? When he rebelled againft God, and: revolted 
from his allegiance-to him, Moab rebelled againft Ifrael and 
revolted fromthe fubje&ion they had long paid to the kings _ 
of Ifrael, ver. t. ‘The Edomites that bordered on Judah, — 
and were tributaries to the kings of Judah, fill continued fo, 
as.we find in the chapter before, ver. 44. till in the wicked — 


- eign of Joram they broke that yoke, chap. vil. 22. as the 


Moabites did now.- If men break their ‘covenants with 
us, and withdraw their duty, we muft refle& upon our breach 
of covenant with God, and the negleét of our duty to him. — 
Sin weakens and impoveritheth us. We fhall hear of the- 
Moabites, chap. iii.. §. 

2. He is feized with ficknefs in ede not anh any sovend 
caufe, but by an ill accident: He fell down through a lattefs, 
perhaps 1 it threw him into a 
fever, ver. 2. Wherever we 905 there is but a flep between 
us and death. A man’s houfe is his caftle, but not to fecure _ 
him againft the judgments of God. ‘The cracked lattefS is as__ 
fatal to the fon, when God pleafeth to make it fo, as the bow 
drawn ata venture was to the father. Ahaziah would not — 
attempt to reduce the Moabites, left he fhould perifh in the — 
field of battle; but he is not fafe though he tarry at home. — 
Royal palaces do not always yield firm footing, The fnare is — 


Job xviii. 9, 10. The whole creation, that groans under the _ 
burden of man’s fin, will-at length fink and break under the 
~ He is never fafe that has God ae i 
his enemy. “y 

3. In his diftrefs he fends meffengers to inquire op thes on . 
of ese, whether he fhould recover or no, ver. 2. And a 
here, (1.) His inquiry was very foolith: Shall I vrecover 2 
Even nature itfelf would rather have afked, What: means may 


TY ufe that J may recover? But as one folicitous- only to Know 


his fortune, not to know his duty, his queftion is only this, — 
Shall I recover ? which a little time would give anfwer to. — 
We fhould be more thoughtful what will become of us after 
death, than how, or when, or where we fhall die ; - and mc 


ficknefs, and get good to our fouls by it, than whether we fhal 
recover from it. (2.) His fending to” Baal-zebub was ver 
wicked: ‘To make a dead and dumb idol, perhaps newly 
rected, (for idolaters were fond of new ods.) his orac’ 
no lefs a reproach to. his reafon, than to his religion 
zebub fignifies the lord of a fly; one of their Baals th: 
gave his anfwers either by the power of the demons, or 

craft of the priefts, with a humming noife, like that of a gr 


a 
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tial difeafe brought among them by flies.. Perhaps, this dunz- 


- hill-deity was as famous then as the oracle of Delphos was 


long after in Greece. In the New ‘Teftament, the prince of 
the devils is called Beel-webub, Mat. xii. 24. for the gods of 
the Gentiles were devils, and this perhaps grew to be one of 


- the moft famous. 


4. Elijah, by direétion from God, meets the meffengers, 
and turns them back with af anfwer that’ fhall fave them the 
labour of going to Ekron. Had Ahaziah fent for Elijah, 


humbled himfelf, and begged his prayers, he might have had 


an anfwer of peace; but if he fend to the god of Ekron in- 
ftead of the god of Ifrael, that, like Saul’s confulting the witch 


» fall fill the meafure @f his iniquity, and bring upon him a fen- 


~tence of death. ‘They that will not inquire of the word ef 
‘God for their comfort, fhall be made to hear it whether they 
will or no to their amazement... 
iff, He faithfully reproves his fin, ver. 3. Ts it not becaufe 
there is not (i. e, becaufe yout think there is not) a God in I/- 
_rael, (becaufe there is no Gor, none in 4frae/; fo it may be read), 


that you go to enquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron a defpi- 


. cable town of the Philiftines, Zech. ix. 7. long fince vanquith- 
ed by Ifrael? Here, (1.). The fin was bad enough, giving 


"that honour to the devil which is due to God alone, which 


was done as much by their inquiries, as by their facrifices. 


Note, It is a very wicked thing, upon any occafion or pretence 


“\whatfoever, to confult with the devil. 


This wickednefs rcign- 
ed inthe heathen world, Ifa, xlvii. 12, 13. and remains too 


~ much even in the Chriftian world, and the devil’s kingdom is 


. fupported by it. 
> name puts upon it, makes it much worfe : it is becaufe you think 
not oaly that the God of Ifrael is not able to tell you, but 


+ 


_. John Baptift ‘here refembled him, who was the Elias of the ~ 


(2.) The conftruétion which Elijah in God’s 


that there is no God at all in Ifrael; elfe you would not fend 
fo far for a divine anfwer. Note, A practical and conftruc- 
tive atheifm, is the caufe and malignity of our departures from 
God. Sure we think there is no God in I/rael when we live 
“at large, make flefh our arm, and {eek a portion of the things 
of this world. ° 

2dly, He plainly reads his doom. Go, tell him he /ball 
Surely die, ver. 4. Since he is fo fond to know his fate, this 
is it, let him make the beft of it. The certain fearful looking 
for of jadgment and indignation which this meflage muft needs 


 eaufe, cannot but cut him to the heart. wwe 
«5. The meflage being delivered to him by his fervants, he 
inquires Sion by whom it was fent him, and concludes, by 


their defcription of him, that it muft be Elijah, ver. 7, 8. 
For, (1.) His drefs was the fame that he had feen him in in 
“his father’s court. He was clad in a hairy garment, and had 
-a Jeathern girdle about him, plain and homely in his garb. 


New Teftament; for his clothes were made of hair-cloth, 


_and he was girt with a leathern girdle, Mat. iii. 4. He that 


“was clothed with the fpirit defpifed all rich and gay clothing. 


(2.) His meflage was fuch as he ufed to deliver to his father, 
to whom he never prophefied good, but evil. Elijah is one 


-| of thofe witneffes that fti!l torment the inhabitants of the earth, 


Rey. xi 10. He that was a thorn in Ahab’s eyes, will be 


~ fo in the eyes of his fon, while he treads in the footfteps of 
his wickednefs ; and he is ready to cry out, as his father did, 


ffaft thou found me, O mine enemy ? Let finners confider, that 
_the word which took-hold of their fathers, is {till as quick and 


- powerful as ever. See Zech. i. 6, Heb. iv. 12. 


fifty, with his fifty: and he went up to him. 


9 Then the king fent unto him a captain of 


(and behold, he fat on the top of an hill) and 


# in 
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“in thy fight. 


ro] 


J 


- he fpake unto him, Thou man of God, the 


king hath faid, Come down. 10 And Elijah 


anfwered and {aid to the captain of fifty, If 1 be 


aman of God, then*let fire come down from 
heaven, and confume thee d@hd thy fifty. And 
there came down fire from héaven, and ¢on- 
fumed him and his fifty. 11 Again alf he fent 
unto him another captain of fifty, with his fifty: 
and he anfwered, and {aid unto him, O man of 
God, thus hath the king faid, Come down 
quickly. 12 And Elijah anfwered and faid un- 
to them, If I de a man of God, let fire come 
down from heaven, and confume thee and. thy. 


fifty. And the fire of God. came down from. | 
heaven, and confumed him and his fifty. . 13°. 
q And he fent again a captain of the third fif- 


ty, with his fitty: and the third captain of fifty 


went up, and came and fell on his knees before: 


Elijah, and befought: him; and-faid unto him, 
Oh man of God, I pray thee, let my life, and 
the life of thefe fifty thy fervants, be precious 
14 Behold, there came fire down 
from heaven, and burnt up the two captains of 


the former fifties, with their fifties: therefore: 


let my life now be precious in thy fight. — 15: 
And the angel of the Lorp faid unto Elijah, 


Go down with him, be not afraid of him. And_ 
he arofe, and went down with him unto the: 
16 And he faid unto him, Thus faith: 


king. 
the Lorp, Forafmuch as thou haft fent mef- 


fengers to enquire of Baal-zebub the god’ 
of Ekron (vs t¢ not. becaufe there is no God. 


in Hrael to enquire of his word?) therefore 


thou fhalt not come down off that bed on which | 


thou art gone up, but fhalt furely die. 


17-4] 


So he died according to the word of the Lorp» 


which Ehjah had fpoken and Jehoram reign- 


ed in his ftead, in the fecond year of fehoram 
the fon of Jehofhaphat king of Judah; becaufe. 
18 Now the reft of the aéts of © 
‘Ahaziah which he did, are they not written in. 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of - 


he had no fon, 


Ifrael. { . 


Here, 1. The king iffues out a warrant for the apprehend. .. 
If the god of Ekron had told him,’ he fhould : 


ing of Elijah. 
die, it is probable, he would have taken it quietly; but now a’ 
prophet of the Lord tells him fo, reproving him for -his fin, 


and minding him of the God of Ifrael,,he cannot hear it. So.. 
far is he from making any good improvement of the. warning 


given him, that he is enraged againit the prophet: neither his 
ficknefs nor the thoughts of death made any good impreflion 
upon him, nor. poflefled him with any fear of God. No ex- 
ternal alarms will ftartle and foften fecure finners, but rather 


exa{perate them.—Did the king think Elijah a prophet, a true _ 
_ prophet, why then durft he perfecute him ? Did he think him - 
a com. 
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«2. The captain that was fent with bis fifty foldiers, found 
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a.common perfon, what needed) fuch a’ force to feize him? 
‘Thus a band of men muft take our: Lord Jefus. 


Elijah on the top of a hill, -(fome think Carmel),.and com- 
manded him in the king’s name to furrender himfelf, ver. 9. 
Elijah was now fo far fr¥m abfeonding, as formerly, in the 
clofe receffes of a cave, that he makes a bold appearance on 
the top ef a hill. Experience of God’s protection makes him 
more bold.—The captain calls him a man of God; not that 


‘he believed him to be fo, or reverenced him as fuch a one, but 


becaufe he was commonly called fo. Had, he really looked 
upon him as a prophet, he wonld not have attempted to make 


“him his prifoner, and had he thought him intrafted with the 


word of God, he would not have pretended to command him. 
with the word ofaking.  < : 
3- Elijah calls for fire from heaven to confume this haugh- 


~ ty daring finner ; hot to fécure himfelf, he could have done 
that fome other way ; nor to revenge himfelf, for it was not 


‘his own caufe that he appeared and a@ed in ; but to prove his 


the ungodline/s and unrighteoufne/s of men, 
» in {corn called-him a man of God; if I be fo, faith Elijah, 


miffion, and to reveal the wrath of God ftom heaven againft 
This captain had 


‘thou fhalt pay dear for making a jeft of it. He valued him- 
- felf upon his commiffion ; ‘the king hath faid fo and fo; but 
_ Ebjah will let him know that the God of Iffrael. is {uperior to 
‘the king of Ifrael, and has a greater power to enforce his com- 


“ mands. 


heaven to confume the/facrifice, 1 Kings xviii. 38, in token 


of God’s acceptance of that facrifice as an atonement for. the 


fins of the people; but they having flighted that, now the fire 
falls not on the facrifice, but on the, finners themfelves, ver. 
10.—See here, (1.), What an ‘intereft the prophets had in 
heaven; what the Spirit of God in them demanded, the power 
of God effected. Elijah did but fpeak, and it was done. He 


_that formerly had fetched water from-heaven, now fetches fire. 


O the power of prayer? Concerning the avork of my hands, 
command ye me, Ua.-xly. 11. 
had inthe prophets, God was always ready to plead their 
caufe, and avengé the injuries done to them. Kings fhal] {till 


be rebuked for their fakes, and charged to do his prophets. no 


arm. One Ehjah is more to God, than.ten thoufand cap- 


“tains and their fifties. _Doubtlefs Elijah did this by a divine 


~impulfe, and yet our Saviour would not allow the difciples to 


draw it into a precedent, Luke ix..54. They were now not 
far from the place where Elias did this aét of juftice upon pro- 
voking Ifraelites, and would needs in like manner call for fire 
upon thofe provoking Samaritans; no, faith Chrift, by no means, 
you know not what manner of fpirit you are of3 i.e. [14] You’ 
do not confider what manner of. fpirit, as difciples, you are 
galled to, and how diffetent from that of the Old Teftament 


. difpenfation. It was agréeable enough to that difpenfation of 


terror, and of the letter, for Elias to‘call for fire, but the dif- 
penfation of the Spirit and of grace will by no means allow of 
it. [2.] You are not aware what manner of {pirit’ your. are 
upon this occafion agted by, and how different from that of 
‘Elias. He did it in holy zeal, you in ‘paflion; he was. con- 
‘eetned for God’s glory, you for your own reputation only, 
God judgeth mens practices by their principles, and. his judg- 
ment is according to truth, +i Shes 

4. This is repeated a fecond time; would one think it? 


" (1.) Ahaziah fends a fecond time to apprehend Elijah, ver. 


it. as if he were refolved not tb be bafiled by omnipotence it- 
felf. Obftinate finners muft be convinced and conquered at 
laft by the fire’of hell ; for fire from heaven it feems will not 


do it. (2.) Another captain is ready with his fifty, who in 


‘his blind rage againft the prophet, and his blind obedience to .! . 


+ 


% 


It was not long fince Elijah had fetched fire from | 


(2.) What an intereft Heaven | 


| lence, nor fo much as give him an affront ; but out of that den 
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N oe 3: 
the king, dares engage in that fervice which had. been fatal to 
the laft undertakers. . This is as imprudent and imperious as 
the laft, and more in hafte ; not only come down quietly, and do _ 
not {truggle, but, without taking any notice of what had been 
done; he bids him come down quickly, and-not trifle ; the king’s us 
bufinefs requires hafte; come down, or I will fetch thee down. 
(3:) Elijah relents not, but calls for another flafh of lightning, 
which inftantly lays this captain and his fifty dead upon the 
fpot- They that will fin like others, muft expect to fuffer like 
them. God is inflexiblyjutt. ; e 
§. The third captain humbled himfelf, and ‘caft. himfelf up- 
on the mercy of God and Elijah. It doth not appear that 
Ahaziah ordered him to dofo; his {to'orn heart is as hard as 
ever: fo regardlefs is he of the terrors of the Lord, fo little 
affected with the manifeftations of his wrath, and withal, fo 
prodigal of the lives of his fubjects, that he, fent a third with 
the fame provoking meflage to Elijah ; but he took warning by » 
the fate of his predeceffors, who, perhaps, Jay dead before his 
eyes ; and inftead of fummoning the prophet down, fell down 
before him, and begged for his life, and the lives of his foldiers, 
acknowledging their own ill deferts, and the prophet’s power, © 
ver. 13, 14. Let my life be precious in thy fight. Note, There. 
is nothing to be got by contending with God; if we would 
prevail with him, it mut be by fupplication; if we would not — 
fall before God, we muft bow before him ; and thofe are wife 
for themfelves who learn fubmiffion from the fatal confequen- — 
ces of others obftinacy. — ape 4 
6. Ehjab doth more than grant the requeft of this third cap- 
tain, he /pares his life. God is not fo fevere with thofe that 
{tand it out againft him, but he is as ready to fhew mercy to 
thofe that repent and fubmit to him. Never any found it in 
vain to calt themfelves upon the mercy of God: nay, this cap- 
tain fhall have the honour of carrying his point. Elijah being 
fo commanded by the angel, goes down with’him to the king, Y 
~ver. 15 ‘Thus he fhews, that he before refufed to come, not ° 
becaufe he feared the king or court, but becaufe he would not — 
be heétored, nor leffen the honour of his mafter. He magni- 
Sues his office. —He comes boldly to the king, and tells him $09 
his face, (look how he will take it) what he had before fent 
to him, ver. 16. that he fhould furely and fhortly die 5° he mi- 
tigates not ithe fentence, either for fear of the king’s difplea-. 
fure, or in pity to his mifery, The God of Ifrae! has con- — . 
_demned him ; let him fend to fee whether the god of Ekron 
can deliver him.—So thunder-ftruck is Ahaziah with this © 
meffage, when it comes from the prophet’s own mouth, ‘that 
neithct he nor any of thofe about him dare offer him any vio-_ 


_ ef lions he comes unhurt, like Daniel. 
whom God will thelter ?. ’ ‘ate 
Laflly, The prediction is accomplifhed in a few days. _ ‘A-> 
haziah died, ver. 17. and dying childlefs, left his kingdom to 
his brother Jehoram. His father reigned wickedly twenty- 
two years, he not two. Sometimes the wicked live, become 
old, yea are mighty in power 3 but they who therefore promife 
themfelves profperity in impiety, may perhaps find themfelves 
deceived; (for as Bithop Hall obferves here) “ fome ‘finners 
“ live long to aggravate their judgment, others die foon to haf- 
“ten it :’” but it is certain evil pur/ues Jjinners, and fooner or _ 
later it will overtake them; nor will any thing fill the meafure 
fooner than. that complicated iniquity of Ahaziah ; honouring — - 


Who can harm thofe 


the devil’s oracles, and hating God’s oracles. 
ef a 


CH: AL Buick we ae 

Lh this chapter we have 1. The tranflaiion of Elijah, that 
| Jarvus flory. In the chife of the foreguing chapier, we 
had a wicked king leaving the world in difgrace; here 
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Chap. II. 


- ‘we have a holy prophet leaving it in honour; the depare 
ture of the former was his greateft mifery, of the latter 
bis greateft bhfs. Men are as thetr end is. Here 1s, 
(1,) Eljab’s taking leave of his friends, the fons of the 
prophets, and efpecially Elifha, who kept clofe to him, 

~and walked with him through ‘Fordan, ver. 1,—10. 


(2.) His rapture into heaven by the minifiry of angels, ~ 


ver. 11. and Elifha’s lamentation of the lofs this earth 
had of him, ver. 12. 1. The manifestation of Elifba, 
as a@ prophet in his room. (1.) By the dividing of For- 
dan, ver. 13, 14. (2.) By the refpeG which the fons of 
the prophets paid him, ver. 15,—18. (3-) By the beal- 
ing of the unwhalefome waters of Jericho, ver. 19,—22. 
(4.) By the defirudtion of the children of Bethel that 
mocked bim, ver. 23,—25. This revolution in prophecy 
makes a greater figure than the revolution of a kingdom. 


fA ND it came to pafs when the Lorp would: 


take up Elyah into heaven by a whirlwind, 
that Elijah went with Elitha to Gilgal. 2 And 
Elijah faid unto Elitha, Tarry here, I pray thee: 
for the Lorn hath fent me to.Beth-el. And E- 
lifha faid unto him, As the Loro liveth, and as 
thy foul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they 
went down to Beth-el. 3 And the fons of the 
prophets that were at Beth-el, came forth to E- 
‘lifha, and faid unto him, Knoweft thou that 
the Lorb will take away thy matter from thy 
‘head to-day? And he faid, Yea, 1 know it, hold 
you your peace. 4 And Elijah faid unto ‘him, 
Elifha, tarry here, I pray thee: for-the Lorp 
hath fent me to Jericho. And he faid, As the 
Lorn liveth, and as thy foul liveth, I will not 
leave thee. So they came to Jericho. 5 And 
the fons of the prophets that were at Jericho, 
came to Elifha, and faid unto him, Knoweft 
thou that the Lorp will take away thy mafter 
from thy head to-day? And he anfwered, Yea, 
I know it, hold you your peace. 6 And Elijah 
faid unto him, Tarry, 1 pray thee, here: for 
the Lorp hath fent me to Jordan. And he 
faid, 4s the Lorp liveth, and as thy foul liveth, 
T will not leave thee. And they two went on. 
7 And fifty men. of the fons of the prophets 
went, and itood to view afar off: and they two 
-ftood by jordan. 8 And Elijah took his man- 
tle, and wrapt 7¢ together, and fmote the wa- 
ters, and they were divided hither and thither, 
fo that the two went over on dry ground. 
Elijah’s times, and the events concerning him, are as little 
dated as of any great man in f{cripture. We are not told of 
his age, nor in what year of Ahab’s reign he firft appeared, 
nor in what year of Joram’s reign he difappeared, and there- 
fore cannot conjecture how long he flourifhed ; it is fuppofed 
. dbout twenty years in all. 
Here we are told, ee } 
1. That God had determined to take him up into heaven 
by a whirlwind, ver. 1.3; he would doit, and, it is probable, 
Jet him know of his purpofe fome time before, that he mutt 
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fhortly leave the world, not by death, but be tranflated, body 
and foul, to heaven, as Enoch was, only undergeing fuch a 
change as would be neceflary to the qualifying of him to be an 
inhabitant in that world of {pirits, and fuch as they fhall un- 
dergo, who will be found alive at Chrift’s coming. It is not 
for us to fay, why God would put fach a peculiar honour upon 
Elijah above any other of the prophets. He was a man /ud- 
sed to like pafftons as we are, knew fin, and yet never talted 
death. Wherefore is he thus dignified, thus diftinguithed, as 
a man whom the King of kings did delight to honour? We 
may fuppofe, that herein, (1,) God looked back upon his patt 
fervices, which were eminent and extraordinary, and intended 
him a recompenfe for thofe, and an encouragement to the fons 
of the prophets to tread in the {teps of his zeal and faithfulnefs, 
and whatever it coft them, to witnefs againit the corruptions 
of the age they lived in. (2.) He looked down upon the pre- 
fent dark and degenerate {tate of the church, and would thus 
give a fenfible proof of another life after this, and draw ‘the 
hearts of the faithful few upwards towards himéfelf, and that o- 
ther life. (3.) He'looked forward to the evangelical difpen- 
fation, and in the tranflation of Elijah, gave a type and figure 
of the afcenfion of Chrift, and the opening of the kingdom of 
heaven to all believers. Elijah had, by faith and prayer, con- 
verfed much with-heaven, and now he is taken thither, to af 
fure us, that if we have our converfation in heaven while we 
are here on earth, we fhall be there fhortly, the foul fhall, and 
that is the man, be happy there; there for ever. 

2. That Elifha had determined, as long as he continued on 
earth, to cleave to him, and not to leave him. Elijah feemed 
defirous to fhake him off, would have him {tay behind at Gil- 
gal, at Beth-el, at Jericho, ver. 2, 4,6. Some think out of 
humility. He knew what glory God defigned him, but would 
not feem to glory in it, nor defired it fhould be feen of men. 
God’s favourites covet not to have it proclaimed before them 
that they are fo, as the favourites of earthly princes do. Or 


rather, it was to try him, and make his conftant adherence to ~ 


him the more commendable, like Naomi perfuading Ruth to go 
back. In vain doth Elijah intreat him to tarry here and tarry 
there ; he refolves to tarry no where behind his matter, till he 
goes to heaven, and Jeayes him behind on this earth; whate- 
ver comes of it, J wil/ not leave thee 3 and why fo? Not only 
becaufe he loved him, but, (1.) Becaufe he defired to be edi- 
fied by his heavenly converfe as long ashe ftaid on earth, 
which had always been profitable, but we may fuppofe now 
more fo than ever. We fhould therefore do all the {piritual 
good we can one to another, and get all we can one by ano- 
ther while we are together, becaufe we are to be together but a 
while. (2.) Becaufe he defired to be fatisfied concerning his 
departure, and to fee him when he was taken up, that his faith 
might be confirmed, and his acquaintance with the invifible 
world increafed. 
would not leave him now when he hoped for the parting blef- 
fing. Let not thofe that follow Chrift, come fhort, by tiring 
at laft. 

3. That Elijah, before his departure, vifited the {chools of 


the prophets, and took leave of them. It feems there were - 


fuch fchools in many of the cities of Ifrael, probably even in 
Samaria itfelf Here we find fons of the prophets, andtonfi- 
derable numbers of them, even at Beth-el, where one, of the 
calves was fet up, and at Jericho, which was lately built in de- 
fiance of a divine curfe. At Jerufalem, and in the kingdom 
of Judah, they had priefts and Levites, and the temple-fervice; 
the want of which, in the kingdom of Ifrael, God gracioufly 
made up by thofe colleges, where men were trained up and 
employed in the exercifes of religion and devotion, and whi- 
ther good people reforted to folemnize the appointed feafts 
; ' 4 A with 
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He had long followed Elijah, and he . 


LS all 
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with praying and hearing, when they had not conveniencies for 
facrifice or incenfe ; and thus religion was kept up in a time 
of general apoftacy. Much of God was among thefe prophets, 
and more were the children of the defolate, than the’ children of 
the married wife. None of all the high priefts were compa- 
rable to thefe two great men Elijah and Elitha, who, for 
ought we know, never attended in the temple of Jerufalem.— 
Thefe feminaries of religion and. virtue, which Elijah, it is 
probable, had been jn{trumental to found, he how vilits before 
his departure, to’ inftru@, encourage, and blefs them: Note, 
Thofe that are going to heaven themfelves, ought to be con- 


cerned for thofe they leave behind them on earth, and to leave 


with them their experiences, teftimonies, counfels, and prayers, 
2 Pet. i. 15. When Chrift faid with triumph, Mow J am no 
more in the world, he added with tendernefs, but thefe ave; Fa= 


_ ther, keep them. 


x 


4. That the fons of the prophets had intelligence, either 
from Ehjah himfelf, or by the fpirit of prophecy in fome of 
their own fociety, or fufpeéted it by the folemnity of Elijah’s 
farewell, that he was now fhortly to be removed. . And, (1.) 
‘They told Elitha of it, both at Beth-el, ver. 3. and at Jeri- 
cho, ver. 5. Knowe/t.thou that the Lord will take arway thy 
mafler from thy head to-day This*they {aids not “as npbraid- 
ing him with his lofs, or expeéting’that»when' his’ mafter was 
gone, he would be upon the lével'with them 3 but to’ thew 
how full they were of the thoughts’ of this matter, and | big 
with expedtation of the ‘event, and to admonith ‘Elitha to 
prepare for the lofs. Know we not that our neareft relations 
and deareft friends’ muft Shortly be taken from us ? The Lord 
will take them } ‘we lofe''theti nét till ‘He calls for them ; 
whofe they ate, aid who: taketh Varedy;' and “none can’ hinder 
him. He takes away faperiors ffont-our head, inferiors from 
our feet, equals out Of our arms. Let us ‘therefore carefully 
do the duty of every relation, which we may refle@ upon with 
comfort when it’ ¢ome’ 'to' be ‘diffelved.—Blifha knew’ it too 
well, and forrow-bad filled his heart upon this account, as it 
did the difciples in a like cafe John xvi. 6.; and therefore he 
did not need'to be told of it, did Hot dare “for hearing of it, 
and would not be interftpted’ in hiscontemplationsion this great 
concern, or in’ the leaft’ diverted! from his attendance upon his 
mafter: J knédoit, hold you your peate. He fpeaks: not’ this 
peevifhly, or if ‘contempt of the forts of the prophets, but as 
one that was himfelf, and would have them: compofed* and fe. 
daté, and with an awful filenee expedting the events J now 
a, be filent, Zech. ii. 13: 02.) They went ‘themfelves’ to. be 
witnefles of it at a diftance, though they might not’ clofely at 
tend: ver. 7. Fifly of them flood to view “afar of, intending 
to fatisfy their own curiofity’s but ‘God fo ordered! it, that 
they might be eye-witnefles:of the honour > Heaven did to that 
prophet, who was defpifed’ and rejeéted of ‘men. God's works 
are well worthy our notice. When a door is opened in heaven, 
the call is, Come up hither, come and fee. i 

5. That the miraculous dividing of the river Jordan was the’ 
preface to Elijah’s tranflation into the heavenly Canaan, as: it 
had been to the entrance of Iftael into the earthly Canaan, 


. ver. 8. He mutt go on the other fide Jordan to be tranflated, 


becaufe it was his native country, and’that he might be near 
the place where Mofes died, and that thus’ honour might. be 
put on that pert of the country which was moft defpifed.— 
He and Ehtha might have gone over Jordan by a ferry, as o- 
ther paflengers did; but God would magnify Elijah in. his 
exit, as he did Jofhua in his entrance, by the dividing of this 
siver, jofh. iii, 7 As Mofes with his rod divided the fea, 
fo Elijah with his mantle divided Jordan, both the infignia of 
their office. Thefe waters of old yielded to the ark, now to 
the prophet’s mantle, which, to thofe that wanted the ark, was 
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an equivalent token of God’s prefence.— When God will take 
up his faithful ones to heaven, death is the Jordan which im- 
mediately before their tranflation they mutt pafs through ; and 
they find a way through it,-a fafe and comfortable way. The 
death of Chrift has divided thofe waters, that the ranfomed of 
the Lord may pafs over: O death, where is thy fling ! thy burt, © 
thy terror! ai ; r 


9 {| And it came to pafs when they were gone 
over, that Elyah faid unto Elifha, Afk what I 
fhall do for thee, before I be taken away from 
thee. And Eliha faid, I pray thee, let a dou- 
ble portion of thy fpirit be upon me. 10 And 
he faid, Thou haft afked a’ hard thing: never- 
thele/s, if thou fee me when Iam taken from. 
thee, it fhall be fo unto thee; but if not, it 
fhall not be fo, 11 And it came to pafs as they 
ftill went on, and talked, that behold, there ap- 


peared a chariot of fire, and horfes of fire, and . 


parted them. both afunder, and Elijah went up 
by a-whitlwind into heaven. 12 q And Elitha 


faw 3t, and he cried, My father, my father, the _ 


chariot of Ifrael, and the horfemen thereof. 
And he faw him no more: and he took hold of 


| his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. 


Here, 1, Elijah makes his will, and leaves Elitha his heir,, 
now anointing him to be prophet in his room, more than when 
he caf his mantle upon him, 1 Kings xix. 10. Mag Nid 

1/?, Elijah, being greatly pleafed with the conftancy of E- 


| litha’s affection and attendance, bid him afk what he fhoulddo 


for him), what blefling he fhould leave him at parting. He 
doth not fay, (as Bifhop Hall well obferves), A/F of me wher 
I am. gone, in heaven | fhall be better able to befriend thee, 


| but afk before I go. Our friends on earth may be fpoken to, 


and can give us an anfwer; but we know not that we can have 


' accefs to any friend in heaven but Chrift, and God in him: - 


Abraham is ignorgnt of us. 
2dly, Elifha having this fair opportunity to enrich himfelf - 


| with the beft riches, prays for @ double portion of bis ppirit.. 


He afks not for wealth or honour, or exemption from trouble, 


Chap, I, 


but to be qualified for the fervice of God and his generation. 


He afks, (1.) For the fpirit. Not that the gifts and graces 


of the Spirit were in Elyah’s power to give; therefore he faith 


not, Give me the fpirit, he knew very well it is God’s gift 
but Jet it be upon me, intercede with God for this for me. 
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God for that grace which carried them through thei work, 
and enabled them to finifh well. Bitsear Vink 

3dly, Elijah promifeth him, that which he afked,. but under 
two provifos, vers tO. (1.) Provided he put a due value | up- 
‘on it, and efteem it highly. This he teaches him to do, by 
calling it a hard thing ;. not too hard: for God:to.do, but teo 
great for him to expect. Thofe are beft prepared for fpiritual 
bleflings, that are moft fenfible of their worth, and their own 
unworthinefs ta receive-them. . (2.) Provided he kept clofe to 
his mafter, even to the laft, and was obfervant of him: Jf 
thou fee me when I am taken frdm thee, it foal be fo, otherwile 
not. <A diligent attendance upon his matter’s inftructions, and 
a careful obfervance of his. example, particularly now in his 
lait fcene, was the condition, and would,be a proper means of 
obtaining much of his fpirit ; taking ftriét notice of the manner 
of his afcenfion, would likewife be of great ufe to him. The 
comforts of departing faints, and their experiences, will migh- 
tily help, both to gild our comforts, and to fteel our refolutions. 
Or perhaps this was intended only as a fign; if God favour 
thee fo faras to give thee a fight of me when [I afcend,. take 
that for a token that he will do this for thee, and depend up- 
on it. Chrift’s difciples faw him afcend, and were thereupon 
affured that they-fhould in a little time be filled with his Spirit, 
Aés i. 8.—Elifha we may fuppofe hereupon prayed earneftly, 
Lord, foew me this tokenfor good. 5 

2. Elijah is carried up to heaven in-a fiery chariot, ver. 11. 
Like Enoch, he was tranflated, that he /hould not fee death ; 
and was (as Mr Cowley expreffeth it) “the fecond man that 
* leaped the ditch wheté all the reft of niankind fell, and 
* went not downward to the fky.”” Many curious queftions 
might be afked about this matter, which could not be an- 

wered. Let it fuffice that we are here told, 

1/t, What his Lord when he came found him doing, “He 

was talking with Elitha, inftrugting and encouraging ‘him, di- 


recting him in his work, and quickening him to it, for the good _ 


of thofe whom he left behind. He was not meditating or 
praying, as one wholly taken up with the world he was going 
to, but engaged in edifying difcourfe, as one concerned about 
the kingdom of God among men. We miftake, if we think 
our preparation for heaven is carried on only by contemplation, 
and the aéts of devotion. Ufefulnefs to others will pafs as 
well in our account as any thing. Thinking-of divine things 
~is good, but talking of them (if it come from the heart) is bet- 
ter, becaufe for edification, 1 Cor. xiv. 4. Chrift afcended 
as he was bleffing his difciples. ; 
'  2dly, What convy his Lord fent for him; @ chariot of fire, 
and horfes of fire, which appeared either defcending upon them 
__, from the clouds, or (as Bifhop Patrick thinks ) running towards 
them upon the ground. In this form the angels appeared. The 
fouls of all the faithful are carried by an invifible guard of an- 
gels into the bofom of Abraham ; but Elijah being to carry 
his body with him, this heavenly guard appeared vibbly, not 
in a human fhape, as ufual, though fo they might have borne 
- him up in their arms, or carried him as on eagles wings ;. but that 
“had been to carry him like a child, like a lamb, (Ifa. xl. 11. 
31.); they appear in the form of a chariot and horfes, that he 
may ride in ftate, may ride-in triumph, like a prince, like a 
conqueror, yea, more than. a conqueror. The angels are called 
in fcripture Cherubim and Seraphim; and there appearance 
here, though it may feem below their dignity, anfwers to both 
thofe names: for, (1.) Seraphim fignifies fery, and God is 
- faid to make them’a flame of fire, Pfal. civ. q.  (2.) Cheru- 
bim (as many think) fignifies chariots, and they are ealled the 
chariots of God, Plat. xviii. 17. and he is faid to ride upon a 
cherub, Pfal. xviii. 10. to which perhaps there is an allufion in 
_ Ezekiel’s vifiop-of four living creatures, and. wheels, like hor- 
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fes and. chariots,; in. Zechariah’s vision they are fo reprefented 
Zegh. i. 8; vi. te compare Rev, vi. 2. Fc. See the readinefs 
of the angels. to do the will of God, evem in the meaneit fer. 
vices, for the good of them that fhall be.heirs of falvation. E- 
lijah muft remove to the world of angels; and therefore to 
fhew how defirous they were of his company, fome of them 
would come to fetch him... The chariot and horfés appeared 
like fire, not for. burning, but brightnefs; not to torture or 
confume, but to render his afcenfion confpicuous and illuftrious 
in the eyes of thofe that {tood afar off to view it. Elijah had 
burned with holy zeal for God and his honour, and now with 
a heavenly fire he was refined and tranflated. 
3dly, How he was feparated from Llifha : This chariot par- 
ted them both afunder.. Note, The deareft friends mutt part. 
Elitha had protefted he would not leave him, yet now is left 
behind by him. 
4thly, Whither he was carried: He went up by.a whirlwind 
into heaven. ‘The fire tends upward, the whirlwind helped to 
carry him through the atmofphere, out of the reach of the mag- 
netic virtue of this earth; and then how. {wiftly he afcended 
through the pure ether to the world of holy and happy {pirits, 
we cannot conceive. 
But where he flopt will near be known, 
Till phenix-nature, aged grown, 

Toa better being foall afpires 
Mounting herfelf, like him, to eternity in fire. Cowley. 
Elijah “had once, in a paflion, wifhed he might die; yet God 
was fo gracious to him, as not only not to take him at his word 
then, but to honour him with this fingular privilege, that he 
fhould never fee death. And by this inftance, and that of 
Enoch, (1..) God fhewed how men fhould have left the world, 
if they had not finned, not by death, but by a tranflation, 
(2.) He gave a glimpfe of that life and immortality which are 
brought to light by-the gofpel, of the glory referved for the 
body of the faints, and the opening of the kingdom of heaven’ 
to all believers, as then to Elijah. -[t was alfo a figure of 

Chrift’s afcenfion. 


3. Elitha pathetically laments the lof3 of that great prophet, - 


‘but attends him with an encomium, ver. 32. (i.) He faw 
it. Thus he received the fign by which he was affured of the 
grant of his: requeft for a double portion ‘of Elijah’s fpirit. He 
looked ftedfaftly towards heaven, whence he was to expect 
that gift, as the difciples did, Ads i. 10.—He faw it a while, 
but the vifiort was prefently out of ‘his fight; be /aw him no 
more. (2+) He rent his own clothes, in token of the fenfe he 

_ had: of his own and the public lofs. Though Elijah was gone 
triumphantly to heaven, yet this world could ill {pare him, and 
therefore his removal ought to be much regretted by the fur- 
vivors.. Sure their hearts are hard, whofe eyes are dry, when 
God, by taking away faithful ufeful men, calls for weeping and. 
mourning. Though Elijah’s departure made way for Elifha’s 
eminency, efpecially fince he was now fure of a double portion of 
his fpirit ; yet he lamented the lofs of him, for he loved him, 
and could have ferved him for ever. (3.) He gave him a very 
honourable charadter, as the reafon why he thus lamented the 
lofs of him. [1.] He himfelf had loft the guide of his youth: 
My father, my father. He faw his own condition like that 
of a fatherlefs child, thrown upon the. world, and laments it 
accordingly. Chrift when he left his difciples, did not leave 
them orphans, John xiv. 15. but Elijah muft. [2.] The pu- 
blic had loft the beft of its guard; he was the chariot of Ifrael 
and the horfemen thereof.—He would have brought them™all. 
to heaven as in this chariot,.if it had not been their own fault. 
They ufed chariots and horfes in their wars, but Elijah was to 
them, by his counfels, reproofs, and prayers, better than the 


_ ftrongeft force of chariot and horfey and kept at he puleneat 
0 


4Az 


£ 


Coe ee ee 


556 


of God. His departure was like the routing of an army, an 
irreparable lofs.— Better have loft all our men of war than this 
man of God, 


13 He took up alfo the mantle of Elijah that 
fell from him, and went. back, and ftood by 
the bank of Jordan ; 14 And he took the man- 
tle of Elijah that fell from him, and {mote the 
waters, and faid, Where is the Lorp God of 
Elijah ? and when he alfo had fmitten the wa- 
ters, they parted hither and thither : and Elitha 
went over. 15 And when the fons of the pro- 
phets which were to view at Jericho, faw him, 
they faid, The fpirit of Elijah doth reft on 
‘Elitha. And they came to meet him, and bow- 
ed themfelves-to the ground. before him: 16 
q And they faid unto him, Behold now, there 
be with thy fervants fifty ftrong men, let them 
§0, we pray thee, and feek thy mafter: left per- 
adventure the fpirit of the Lorp hath taken him 
- up, and caft him upon fome mountain, or into 
fome valley. And-he faid, Ye fhall not fend. 
17 And when they urged him till he was afha- 
med, he faid, Send. They fent therefore fifty 
men; and they fought three days, but found 
him not. 18 And when they came again .to 
him, (for he tarried at Jericho) he faid unto’ 

them, Did I not fay unto you, Go not? 


We have here an account of what followed immediately af- 
ter the rapture of Elijah. 5 
r. The tokens of God’s prefence with Elitha, and the 
marks of his elevation into Elijah’s room, to be, as he had 
been, a father to the fons of the prophets, and the chariot and 
horfemen of Ifrael. 
iff, He was poffefled of ‘Elijah’s mantle, the badge of his 
office, which, we may fuppofe, he put on, and wore for his 
thafter’s fake, ver. 13. When Elijah went to heaven, though 
he did not let fall his body, as others do, he let fall his mantle 
_ inftead of it; for he was unclothed, that he might be clothed 
upon with immortality: he was going to a world where he 
. needed not the mantle, either to adorn him, or to fhelter him 
from weather, or to wrap his face in, as 1 Kings xix. 13. 
He left his mantle as a legacy to Elifha ; and though in itfelf 
it was of {mall value, yet as it was a token of the defcent of the 
{pirit upon him, it was more than if he had bequeathed to him 
thovfands of gold and filver.—Elitha took it up, Rot as a facred 
relic to be worfhipped, but a fignificant garment to be wore, and 
"a recompenfe to him for his own garments which he had rent : 
he loved this cloak ever fince it was firft caft over him, 1 Kings 
mix. 19. He that then fo chearfully obeyed the fummons 
of at, and became Elijah’s fervant, is now dignified with 
it, and becomes his fucceflor. There are remains of great 
and good men, which, like this mantle, ought to be gathered 
up and preferved by the furvivors; their fayings, their writings, 
their examples, that as their works follow them in the reward 
of them, they may {tay behind in the benefit of them. 
2dly, He, was poffefled of Elijah’s’ power to divide Jordan, 
ver. 14. Having parted with his father, he returns to his fons 
in the {chools of the prophets. Jordan was between him and 
them ; it had been divided to make way for Elijah to his glo- 
ty» he will try whether it will divide to make way for him to 
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_ God is with him, and that this is the man whom. he delights to 
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his bufinefs ; and: by that he will know that God is with him, 
and that he has the double portion of Elijah’s fpirit. Elijah’s — 
laft miracle fhall be Elifha’s firft; thus he begins where he left 
off, and there is no vacancy.—In dividing the waters, (1.) _ 
He made ufe of Elijah’s mantle, as Elijah himfélf had done, ~ 
ver. 8. to fignify, that he defigned no other but to keep his 
mafter’s methods, and would not introduce any thing new, as 
thofe affe& to do that think themfelves wifer than their prede- 
ceflors. (2.) He applied himfelf to Elijah’s God, Where is 
the Lord God of Elijah? He doth not afk’ where is Ehjah ? 
Either as poring upon the lofs of him:, as if he could not be 
eafy now he was gone, or as doubting of his happy ftate, as . 
if, like the fons of the prophets here, he wot not what was 
become of him, or as curioufly inquiring concerning him, and 
the particulars of that {tate he was removed to; no, that is a 
hidden life: J+ doth not yet appear what we fall be: nor as 
expecting help from him; no, Elijah is happy, but is ‘neither — 
omnifcient nor omnipotent. But he afks, Where is the Lord 
God of Elijah? Now Elijah was taken to heaven, God had a= 
bundantly proved himfelf the God of Elijah. If he had not _ 
prepared for him that-city, and done better for him there than: 
ever he did for him in this world, hé would have been afbas 
med to be called his God, Heb. xi. 16. Matth. xxvii. 3is Jane 
Now Elijah was taken to heaven, Elitha inquires, [1.] After 
God. When our creature-comforts are removed, we havea 
God to go to, that lives for ever. [2.] After the God of E- 
lyah; the God that Elijah ferved, and honoured, and plead- — 
ed for, and adhered to, when. all Ifrael had deferted him. 
This honour is done to thofe who cleave to God in times of 
general apoftafy, that God will be in a peculiar manner their 
God. The God that owned, and protected, and provided for 
Elijah, and many ways honoured him, efpecially now at laft, 
where is he? Lord, am not I promifed Elijah’s fpirit ?, Make 
good that promife. The words which next follow in the orjs 
ginal, Aph-his, even he, which we join in the following claufe, 
auhen he alfo had /mitten the waters, fome make an anfwer to. 
this queftion, Where is Elijah’s God? Etiam ille adbuc Juperefts. 
he is in being ftill, and nigh at hand. We have loft Elijah, 
but we have not loft Elijah’s God 3 he has not forfaken the 
earth, it is even he that is {till with .me.. Note, (1.) It is the — 
duty and intereft of the faints, on earth, to enquire after God, 
and apply themfelves to him as the Lord God of the faints 
that are gore before to heaven, the God of our fathers. (2.) 

It is very comfortable to thofe who enquire after God, that 
they know where to find him: It is even he that is in his holy 
temple, Pfal. xix 3, 4. and nigh unto all that call ‘upon hims. 


(3-) Thofe that walk in the fpirit and fteps 
of their godly faithful predeceffors, fhall certainly experience the. _ 
fame grace that they experienced; Elijah’s God will be Ex. 
lifha’s too: The Lord God of the holy prophets is the fame — 
yeflerday, to-day, and for ever. And what will it avail us te. 
have the mantles of thofe that are gone, their places, thew 
books, if we have not their fpirit, their God? Jae 

3dly, He was poffeffed of Elijah’s intereft in the fons of the. © 
prophets, ver. 15. Some of the fellows of the college at Je- - 
richo, who. had placed themfelves conveniently near Jordan, to 
fee what pafled, were furprifed to fee Jordan divided before E- 
lifha in his return, and took that as a convincing evidence, that 
the fpirit of Elijah did ref upon him, and ‘that therefore they 
ought to pay the fame refpeé& and deference to him that they 
had done to Elijah. Accordingly they went to meet him, tecig 
congtatulate his fafe paflage through fire and water, and the < 
honour God had put upon him, and they doqwed themfelves to 
the ground before him. They were trained up in.the fchools, — 
Elifha was taken from the plough ;. yet when they perceive that a 
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honour, they readily fubmit to him, as their head and father, as 
the people to Jofhua when Mofes was dead, Jofh. i. 17. Thofe 
that appear to have God’s Spirit and prefence with them, 
ought to have our efteem and belt affections, notwith{tanding 
the meannefs of their extraction and education. Whomever 
God honours, we muft.—This ready fubmiffion of the fons of 
“the prophets, no doubt, was a great encouragement to Elifha, 
and. helped to clear his call. 
2. The needlefs fearch which the fons of the prophets made 
“for Elijah. (£.) They fuggefted it poffible that he was dropt, 
either alive or dead, upon fome mountain, or in fome valley ; 
and it would be a fatisfaction to them if they fent fome lulty 
men, whom they had at command, in queft of him, ver.-r7. 
Some of them perhaps ftarted this as a demurrer to the choice 
of Elifha: Let them firft be fure that Ehjah was quite gone. 
Could they think Elijah thus negleéted by heaven, that chofen 
veffel thus caft away as a veffel in which was no pleafure? ( 2.) 
Elitha confeated not to their motion, till they overcame him 
with importunity, ver. 17. They urged hin till he was afha- 
med to oppofe it any farther, left he fhould be thought want- 
ing in his refpeét to his old mafter, or loth to refign the man- 
tle again. Wife men may yield to that for their quietnefs and 
credit fake, which yet their judgment is again{t, as _needlefs 
and fruitlefs. (3.) The iffue made them as much:afhamed of 
their propofal, as they by their importunity had made Elitha 
afhamed of oppofing it. Their meflengers, afier they had ti- 
red themfelves with a fruitlets fearch, returned with a on eff 
invenius, and gave Elifha an opportunity of upbraiding his 
friends with their folly, Did J not fay unto you, Go not? ver. 
28. which would make them the more willing to acquiefce in 
his judgment another time. Traverfing hills and valleys will 
never bring us to Elijah, but the imitation of his holy faith and 
zeal will in-due time. . 


19 4 And the men of the city faid unto E- 


litha, Behold, I pray thee, the fituation of this 
city 7s pleafant, as my lord feeth: but the wa- 
ter zs naught, and the ground barren. 20 And 
he faid, Bring mea new crufe, and put. falt 
therein. And they brought zt to him. 21 And 
he went forth unto the {pring of the waters, and 
eaft the falt in there, and faid, Thus {faith the 


Lorn, I have healed thefe waters; there fhall . 


not be from thence any more death, or barren 
land. 22So the waters were healed unto this 
day, according to the faying of Elifha which he 
dpake. 23 9 And he went up from thence 
unto Beth-el: and as he was going up by the 
way, there came forth little children out of the 
city, and mocked him, and faid unto him, Go 
up, thou bald-head, Go up, thou bald-head. 
24 And he turned back, and looked on them, 
and curfed them in the name of the Loan: 
and there came forth two fhe-bears out of the 
wood, and tare forty and two children of them: 
25 And he went from thence to mount Carmel, 
and from thence he returned to Samaria.. 


-_ Elitha had, in this refpeét, a double portion of Elijah’s fpi- 


rit, that he wrought more miracles than he did. Some reck- 
on them in number juft double. Two are recorded in thofe 
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verfes: A miracle of mercy to Jericho; and a miracle of judg- 
ment to Bethel, Pial. ci. 1. : 

1. Here is,a blefling upon the waters of Jericho, which was 
effeftual to heal them. Jericho was built in difobedience to a 
command, and in defiance to a threatening, and at the expence 
of the lives of all the builder’s children ; yet: when it was built 
it was hot ordered to be demolifhed again; nor were God's 
prophets or-people forbidden to dwell in it ; but even within 
thofe walls that were built by iniquity, we find a nurfery of pi- 
ety. Fools, they fay, build houfes for wife men to dwell in: 
Here the wealth of the finner provided’a habitation for the juft.. 
We find Chrift at Jericho, Luke xix. 1. Hither Elitha came 
to confirm the fouls of the defciples with a more particular ac- 
count of Elijah’s tranflation:than their fpies could give themy 
who faw it at a diftance. Here he ftaid while the fifty men: 
were fearching for him. And, 

1/?, The men of Jericho reprefented to him their grievance, 
ver. 19. --God’s faithful prophets love to:be employed ; it is: 
wifdom to make ufe of them in the httle while that their light 
is with usy———They had not applied themfelves. to Elijah 
concerning the matter, perhaps, becaufe. he was not. fo eafy of 
accefs as 4lifha was : But now we may hope, by: the influence: 
of the divinity-fehool in their city, they were reformed. 'The 
fituation was pleafant, and afforded a good profpect:; but. they 
had neither wholefome water to drink, nor fruitful foil to yield: 
them, food; and what pleafure could they take in their prof- 
pect? Water isa common mercy which we fhould eftimate 
by the greatnefs of the calamity which the want or unwhole- 
fomenefs of it would be. Some think it was not. all the 
ground about Jericho that was barren, and had bad water, but 
fome one part only; and that where. the,fons ofthe prophets 
had their lodgings, who are here called the men of the city. 

2d/y, He.foon redrefled their grievance. Prophets:fhould’ 
endeavour to make every place theycome:to fome, way oriother: 
the better for them ; endeavouring to {weetem bitter fpirits, and 
to make barren fouls fruitful, by the. due application of the 
word of God... Elifha will heal. their waters; but, (1.) 
They mutt furnith him with falt: in. a new crufe, ver. 20.. 
If falt had been proper to feafon the water, yet what», 
could. fo fmall a quantity do towards it, and. what. the bet-- 
ter for being in: a. new crufe? But ths, they that would 
be helped: muft be employed, and their faith:and: obedience | 
tried. God’s works of grace-are wrought,.not by any opera- 
tion of ours, but in our obfervance of his inftitutions. (2.). 
He caft the falt into the. /pring:of the waters, and fo healed the 
ftreams,, and the ground they watered. Thus the way to re-- 
form:mens lives, is to. renew their hearts: let thofe be feafoned. 
with the falt-of grace; for out of them: are the iffues of lifes 
Make the tree good, and the fruit will be-good. Purify the.. 
heart, and that will cleanfe the hands. ( 3.) He did not pre- 


- tend.to do this by his own power, but in-God’s name: Thus - 


faith the Lord I have healed ‘thefe waters. He is but the in-- 


. {trument.;, the channel through whom God -is pleafed to con- 


vey this healing virtue. By doing them this kindnefs with a. 
Thus faith the Lord, they would be: made. the more willing 
hereafter to receive from.him.a reproof,. admonition, or com-. 
mand, with the fame preface. If in God’s name he can help 
them, in God’s name.let him teach and rule them.. Thus /aith- 
the. Lord, out of Elifha’s mouth, mutt ever after be of mighty 
force with them. (4.) The cure was-Jafting, and not for the 
prefent only: The waters: were healed unto this day, ver. 22. 
What. God doth it /hal/ be forever, Eccl. iii, 14, When 
he, by his Spirit; heals a foul, there fhall be no more death nor 
barrennefs.. The property-is altered.. What was ufelefs and 
offerfive becomes grateful and ferviceable. 
2. Here is.a-curfe upon the childcen of B.th-el, which was. 
effe tuak 


* 


wood, and prefenily killed forty-two children, 
in this, (1.) The 
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effeual to deftroy ‘them; for it was not a cufe caufélefs. 
At Beth-el there was another {chool of prophets ; thither Eli- 
tha gees next in this his primary-vifitation; and the {cholars 
there, no doubt welcomed him with all pofhible refpect : but 
the townfmen were abufive to him. One of Jeroboam’s calves 
was at Beth-el:- this they were proud of, and fond of; and 
hated them that reproved them. The law did not impower 
them to fupprefs this pious academy ; but we may fuppofe- it 
was their ufual practice to jeer the prophets as they went a- 
long the ftreets, call them by fome nickname or other, that 
they might expofe them to contempt, prejudife their youth a- 
gain{t them, and, if poflible, drive them~out of their town. 
Had the abufe done to Elitha been the firlt offence of that 
kind, it is probable it would not have been {0 feverely punifh- 
cd. But mocking the meffengers of the Lord, and mifufing the 


prophets, was one’ of the crying jus of Lfrael, as we find, 2 
Chron. xxxvi. 16.. -Now here we have, 


iff, An inftance of that fin. The little children of Bethel, 


(the boys and: girls that were playing in the ftreets), notice, it — 


being come to the town of his approach, went out to 


is likely, 
as they ought to have 


meet him; not with their Hofannas, 
done, 
mocked him, as if he had been a fool, or one fit to make 
{port with: Among other things that they ufed to jeer the pro- 
phets with, they had this particular taunt for him, Go up thou 
bald-head, Go up thou bald-head. It is a wicked thing to re- 
proach any for their natural infirmities, or deformities 3 it is 
adding afili€tion to the affigted; and if they are as God made 
them, the reproach refle@s upon him. Put this was fach a 
thing as {carce deferved to be called a blemifh, and fhould ne- 
ver have been turned to his reproach, if they had had any 
thing elfe to twit him with. Jt was his charaéter as a prophet 
that they defigned to abufe. The honour God had crowned 
him with, fhould have beén fufficient to cover bis bald head, 
and protect it from their {coffs. They bid him go up, per- 
haps, reflecting on the affumption of Ehjah : Thy matter, they 
fay, is gone up, why doft not thou go up after him? Where 
is thy fiery chariot ? When fhall we be rid: of thee too ? Thefe 
children faid as they were taught; had learned of their idola- 
trous parents to call foul names, and give ill language, efpe- 
cially to prophets. ‘Phefe young cocks (as we fay) crowed 
after the old ones. Perhaps, their parents did at the fame 
time fend them out, and fet them on, that, if poflible, they 
might keep the prophet out of their town. as) 
2dly, A f{pecimen of that ruin which came upon Ifraelat 
daft for mifufing God’s prophets, and of which this was inten. 
ded to give them fair warning. Elifha ‘heard their taunts a 
good while with patience ; but at length the fire of holy zeal 
for God was kindled im his breaft by the continued provoca- 
tion ; and he turned and looked upon them, to try if a grave and 
fevere look would put them out of countenance, and. oblige 
them to retire; to fee if he could difcern in their faces any 
marks of ingenuity: But they were not afbamed, neither could 


they blufh ; and therefore he curfed them in the name of the Lord, 


both imprecated and denounced the following judgment ; not 
in perfonal revenge for the indignity done to himfelf, but as 
the mouth of divine juftice to punith the difhonour done to 
God. His fummons was immediately obeyed; two fhe-bears 
(bears perhaps robbed of their whelps) came out of an adjacent 
ver. 24. Now, 
prophet muft be juftified, for he did it by 
Had the curfe come from 
God would not have faid Amen to it. We may think it had 
been better to have called for two rods for the correction of 
thefe children, than two bears for the deftru@tion of them, 
But Elitha knew by the Spirit the ill charaéer of thefe chil- 


divine impulfe. 


but with their fcoffs; they gathered about him,-and | 


an ill principle, 
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dren, what a generation of vipers they were, and what’ mil 
chievous enemies they would be to God’s prophets, if they 
fhould live to be men, who began fo eatly to be abufive to 
them. He intended hereby to punith the parents, and to make 
them afraid of God’s judgments. (2.) God mutt be glorified, 
as a righteous God that hates fin, and will reekon for it, even 
in little children. Let the hideous thricks and groans of this 
wicked wretched brood make our fleth tremble for fear of God. 
Let little children be afraid of {peaking naughty words ; for 
God takes notice what they fay. Let them not mock at any’ 
for their defeéts in mind or body, but pity them rather ; efpe- 
cially let them know, it is at their peril if they jeer God’s peo- 
ple or minifters, and feoff at any for well-doing. Let parents © 
that would have comfort in their children, train them up well, 
and do their utmott betimes, to drive out the foolifhnefs that 
is bound up in their hearts; for (as Bifhop Hall faith) * in 
“vain do we look for good of thofe children whofe education 
“we have neglected ; and in vain do we grieve for thofe mif= 
“ carriages which our care might have prevented.” 

Elifha comes to Bethel, and fears not the revenges of the be- 
reaved parents: God that bid him do what he did, he knew 
would bear him out. Thence he goes to mount Carmel, ver. 
25. where, it is probable, there was a religious houfe, fit for 
retirement and contemplation a while. Thence he returned to 
Samaria, where, being a public place, this father of the prophets 
might be moft ferviceable. Bifhop Hall obferves here, “ That 
“ he can never be a profitable feer, who is either always or 
“ never alone.” : "ae 
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We are now called to attend the public affvirs of Lfrael, in © 

which we shall find Elifha concerned. Here is, 1. The = 

general charaéter of Fehoram king of Tfrael, ver. 1,—3. ~ 
I. A war with Moab, in which Fehoram and bis alles 
were engaged, ver. 4,—8. ILI. The frraits. which the 
confederate army was reduced to in their expedition againfe 
_ Moab, and their confulting of Elifha in that diftre/s, with 

the anfwer of peace he gave them, ver. 9,—19. IV. The 
glorious fue of this campaign, ver.22,—25.3 and the bar 
barous method the king of Moab took to oblige the confe- 

_ derate army to tetire, ver. 26, 27. The houfe of Ahab-is 
doomed to deftruétion ; and though, in this chapter, we have 
both its charader and its condition better than before, yet 
the threatened ruin is not far off. 


Naw Jehoram the fon of Ahab, began to 
reign over Hrael in Samaria, the eigh- 
teenth year of Jehofhaphat king of Judah, and | 
reigned twelve years. 2 And he wrought evil 
in the fight of the Lorn, but not like his father, 
and like his mother; for he put away the image — 
of Baal that his father had made. 3 Neverthe. — 
lefs, he cleaved unto the fins of Jeroboam the 
fon of Nebat, which made Ifrael to fin; he de- _ 
parted not therefrom. 44 And Metha king of _ 
Moab was a fheep-mafter, and. rendered unto 
the king of Ifrael an hundred thoufand lambs, °— 
and an hundred thoufand rams, with the wool, _ 
5 But it came to pafs when Ahab was dead, — 
that the king of Moab rebelled againft the king ~ 
of Hrack a 


Jehoram the fon of Ahab, and. brother of Abaziah, 


: 
ay, 


is here 
upon 
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upon the throne of Ifrael ; and though he was but a bad man, 
yet two things are here recorded of him. _ 

1. That he removed his father’s idols. He did evil in ma- 
ny things, but-not like his father-Ahab, or his mother Jezebel, 
ver. 2.; bad he was, but not fo bad, fo overmuch wicked, as 
Solomon fpeaks, Eccl. vii. 17. Perhaps Jehofhaphat, though, 
by his alliance with the houfe of Ahab, had made his own fa- 
mily worfe ; yet he did fomething towards making Ahab’s 
better. Jehoram ;faw his father and brother cut off for wor- 
_ thipping Baal, and wifely took warning by God’s judgements on 
them; and put away the image of Baal, refolving to worfhip 
the God of Ifrael only, and confult none but his prophets. So 
far was well; yet it did not prevent the deftruciion of Ahab’s 
family ; nay, that deftradtion came sh his days, and fell imme- 
“diately upon him, chap. ix. 24. though he was one of the beft 
_of the family; for then the meafure of its iniquity was full. 
Jehoram’s reformation was next to none. For, (1.) He only 
put away the image of Baal which his father had made, in com- 
pliment to Jehofhaphat, who otherwife would not have come 
into confederacy with him, no more than with his brother, 
a Kings xxii. 48. But he did not deftroy the wortlhip of Baal 
among the people ; for Jehu found it prévalent, chap. x. 19. 
Tt was well to reform his family ; but it was not enough ; he 
ought to have ufed his power for the reforming of his kingdom. 

(2.) When he put away the image of Baal, he ftuck to the 
worthip of the calves, that politic fin of Jeroboam, ver. 3. He 
departed not therefrom, becaufe that was the ftate-engine by 
which the divifion between the two tribes was fupported. Thofe 


do not truly nor acceptably repent or reform, who only part , 


with the fins that they lofe by, but continue their afeéion to 
the fins that they pet by. (3.) He only put away the image 
of Baal; he did not break it in pieces, as he ought to have 
done. He laid it afide for the prefent, yet not knowing but 
he might have occafion for it another time 3 and Jezebel, for 
reaions of ftate, was content to worfhip her Baal in private. 

2. That he did what he could to recover his brother’s loffes. 
A\s he had fomething more of the religion of an Ifraelite than 
his father, fo he had fomething more of the fpirit of a king 
than his brother.. Moab rebelled againft Ifrael immediately 
upon the death of his father, chap. i. 1. And we do not find 
that Ahaziah made any attempt to cha(tife ot reduce them ; 
but tamely let go his intereft in them,rather than entertain the 
Cares, undergo the fatigues, and run the hazards of a war with 
them. His folly and pufillanimity herein, and his indifferency 
to the public good, were the more aggravated, becaufe the tri- 
bute which the king of Moab paid, was a very confiderable 
branch of the revenue of the crown of Ifrael. 
thoufand lambs, and an hundred thoufand weathers, ver. 4. The 
fiches of Kings then lay more in cattle than coin, and the 
thought it not below them to know the flate of their flocks and 
herds themfelves ; becaufe, as Solomon obferves, the crown 
doth not endure to every generation, Prov. xxvii. 23,24. Taxes 
were then paid, not fo much in money, as in the commodities 
of the country ; which was an eafe to the fubje&, whether it 
were an advantage to the prince or no.—The revolt of Moab 
was a great lofs to Ifrael ; yet Ahaziah {till fat in floth and 
afe: but an upper chamber in his houfe proved as fatal to him, 
is the high places of the field could have been, chap. i. 2.5 
nd the breaking of his lattefs, let into his throne a man of a 
nore active genius, that will not lofe the dominion of Moab, 
ut he will have one pufh for it. 


69 And king Jehoram went out of Samaria 
he fame time, and numbered all Ifrael.’ 7 And 
le went and fent to Jehofhaphat the king of 


/ 


Make this valley full of ditches, 


An hundred | 


Judah, faying, The king of Moab hath rebelled 
againit me: wilt thou go with me againit Moab 
to battle? And he faid, I will go up: Lamas 
thou art, my people as thy people, and my hor- 
fes as thy horfes.' 8 And he faid, Which way 
fhall we go up? And he anfwered, The way 
through the wildernefs of Edom. 9 So the king 
of Ifrael went, and the king of Judah, and the 
king of Edom: and they fetcht a compafs of 
feven days journey; and there was no water for 
the hoft, and for the cattle that followed them. 
10 And the king of Ifrael faid, Alas, that the 
Lorp hath called thefe three kings together, to 
deliver them into the hand of Moab. -rz But 
Jehofhaphat faid, Is there not here a prophet of 
the Lorn, that we may enquire of the Lorp by 


‘him? And one of the king of Ifrael’s fervants 


an{wered and faid, Here is Elitha the fon of 
Shaphat, which poured water on the hands of 
Elijah. 12 And Jehofhaphat faid, The word of 
the Lorn is with him. So the king of Ifrael, 
and Jehofhaphat, and the king of Edom went 
down to him. 13 And Elifha faid unto the 
king of Ifrael, What have I to do with thee? get 
thee to the prophets of thy father, and to the 
prophets of thy mother. And the king of Ip 
rael faid unto him, Nay: for the Lorp hath called 
thefe three kings together to deliver them into the. 


| hand of Moab. 14 And Elifha faid,_4s the Lorp. 


of hofts liveth, before whom I ftand, furely, were 


} it not that I regard the prefence of Jehofhaphat 


the king of Judah, I would not look toward 
thee, nor fee thee. 15 But now bring me a min- 
ftrel. And it came to pafs when the minftrel 
played, that the hand of the Lorp came upon: 
him. 16 And he faid, Thus faith the Lorp,. 
17 For thus 
faith the Lorp, Ye fhall not fee wind, neither’ 
fhall ye fee rain; yet that valley fhall be filled. 
with water, that ye may drink, both ye, and 
your cattle, and your beafts. 18 And this is.’ 
ut alight thing in the fight of the Lorp: he 
will deliver the Moabites alfo into your hand. r 9. 
And ye fhall {mite every fenced city, and every 
choice city, and fhall fell every good, tree, and 
{top all wells of water, and mar every good piece 
of land with ftones. 


Jehoram has no fooner got the fceptre into his hand, but he 
takes the {word into his hand to reduce Moab. Crowns bring 
fuch cares and perils to the heads that wear them, no fooner in 
honour but in war. Now, here we have, 

1. The concerting of this expedition between Jehoram king 
of Ifrael, and Jehofhaphat king of Judah. Jehoram levied an 
army, ver, 6.3 and fuch an opinion he had of the godly king 
of Judah, that, (1.) He courted him to be his confederate-: 
Wilt 
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Bilt thou go with me againf? Moab? and gained him, Jeho- 
fhaphat faid, 7 wi/l go up, Lamas thou art, ver. 7.. Judah 
and Ifrael, though uahappily divided from each other, yet can 
unite again{t Moab, a common enemy. Jehofhaphat upbraids 
them not with their revolt from the houfe of David, nor makes 
it an article of their alliance, that they fhould return to their 

vallegiance, though he .had good reafon to infift upon it, but 
treats. with Hrael as a fifter-kingdom. Thofe are no friends 
to their own peace, and ftrength, who can never find in 
‘their hearts to forgive and forget an old injury, and unite 
with thofe that have formerly broke in upon their rights. 
Quod initio non valuit, traéiu temports convalefcit. (2+) He 
confulted him as his confident, ver. 8. He took advice of Je- 
hofhaphat,; who had more wifdom and experience than himfelf, 
which way they fhould make their defcent upon the country of 
Moab ; and he advifed that they fhould not march again{t them 
the next way over Jordan, but go round through the wildernefs 
of Edom, that they might take the king of Edom (who was 
tributary to him) and his forces along with them. If two be 
better than one, much more will not a threefold card be eafily 
broken. |chofhaphat had like to have paid dear for his joining 
with Ahab ; yet he joins with his fon, and this expedition alfo 
had like to have been fatal to him. There is nothing got by 
being yoked with unbelievers. 

2. The great ftraits that the army of the confederates was 
reduced to in this expedition. Before they faw the face of an 
enemy, they were all in danger of perifhing for want of water, 
ver. 9g. his ought to have been contidered before they ven- 
‘tured a march through the wildernefs, the fame ’ wildernefs 
where their anceftors wanted water, or very near it, Numb. xx. 
2. God fuffers his people, by their own improvidence, to bring 
themfelves into difterfs, that the wifdom, power, and goodnels 
of his providence may be glorified in their relief. What more 
cheap and common than water? It is drink to every beaft of the 
Jfeld, Pfal. civ. 11.3 yet the want of it will foon humble and 
ruin kings and-armies. .The king of Ifrael fadly laments the 
prefent diftrefs, and the imminent danger it put them in of fall- 
ing into the hands of their enemies the Moabites, to whom, 
when weakened by thirft, they would be an eafy prey, ver. 10. 
It,was he that had called thefe kings together, yet he charges 
it upon Providence, and reflets upon that as unkind: The 
Lord has called them together.—'Vhus the foolifhne/s of man 

_perverteth his way; and then his heart fretteth again/t the Lord, 
Prov. xix: 3 

3. Jehofhaphat’s good motion to afk counfel of God in this 
exigence, ver. 11.. The place they were now in, could not 
‘but mind them of the wonders which their fathers told them of, 
the water fetched out of the rock for Hrael’s feafonable fupply. 
The thought of this, we may fuppofe, encouraged Jehofhaphat 
to afk, Zs there not here a prophet of the Lord \ike unto Mofes? 
He was the more concerned, becaufe it was by his advice that 
they fetched this compafs through’ the wildernefs, ver. 8. It 
was well that Jehofhaphat inquired of the Lord now ; but it 
had been much better if he had done it fooner, before he en- 

. gaged in this war, or fteered his courfe’; fo the diftrefs might 
have\been prevented. Good men are fometimes remifs and for- 
'. getful, and negleét their duty, till necefhity and affliction drives 
them to it. ‘“ 
. 4. Elifha recommended as a proper perfon for them to con- 
fult with, ver. 113 And here we may wonder, (1.) That E- 
lifha thould follow the camp, efpecially im fuch a tedious march 
as this, as a volunteer, unaflxed, unobferved, and in no polt of 
honour at all; not in the office of prie/ of the war, Deut. xx, 
2. or prefident of the council of war, but in fuch obfcurity, 
that none of the kings knew they had fuch a jewel in the trea. ' 
fures of their camp, nor fo good a friend in their retinue. We 
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- 13. What have I to do with thee? How canft thou expe@ an 


_ upon his harp, and fing pfalms to it. To hear God’ 


aa 
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may fippofe it was by fpecial direction from heaven that Elifha — 
attended the war, as the chariot of L/rael, and the harfemen there» — 
of. ‘Thus doth God prevent his people with the bleflings of — 
his goodnefs, and provide his oracles for thofe that provide’ 
them not for themfelves. It were often ill with ‘us, if God did 
not take more care of ns, both for foul and body, than we for — 
ourfelves. (2,) That a fervant of the king of Ifrael knew of — 

his being there, when the king himfelf did not. Probably it 
was fuch a fervant as Obadiah was to his father Ahab, one ~ 


| that feared the Lord; to fuch a one Elitha made himfelf known, 


not to the kings. The account he gives of him, is, that it was 
he that poured water on the hands of Elyah; i.e. he was his fer- 
vant, aad, particularly attended him when he wafhed his hands. 
He that will be grea, let him learn to minifter: he that will 
rife high, let him begin ow. oa) 
5. The application which the kings made to Elifha. They 
went down to him to his quarters, ver. 12. Jehofhaphat had 
fuch an honour for a prophet, with whom the word of the 
Lord was, that he would condefcend to vifit him in his own — 
perfon, and not fend for him up to him. The other two were _ 
moved by the {traits they were in, to make their court to the — 
prophet. He that humbled himfelf was thus exalted, and 
looked great when three great kings came to knock at his door, 
and beg his afliftance. See Rev. ii. 9. i? 
6. The entertainment which Elitha gave them. 4 
ff, He was very plain with the wicked king of Ifrael: ver. 


anfwer of peace from me? Get thee to the prophets of thy father 
and mother, whom thou ha{t countenanced and maintained in ” 
thy profperity, and let them help thee now in thy diftrefs. E- 
lifha was not impofed upon, as Jehofhaphat was, by his partial _ 
and hypocritical reformation; he knew, that though. he had 4 
put away the image’ of Baal, Baal’s prophets were {till dear to _ 
him, and, perhaps, fome of them were now in his camp. Go, } 
faith he, go to them. Get ye to the gods whom ye have ferved, 4 
Judg. x. 14. The world and the flefh have ruled you, let — 
them help you, why fhould God be inquired of by you? Ezek. : 

: 

4 
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Xiv. 3. Elifha tells him to his face, in a holy indignation — 
at his wickednels, that he could fcarce find in his heart to look ~ 
toward him, or to fee him, ver. 14. Jehoram is to be refpec- 


_ted as a prince, but as a wicked man he is a vile perfon, and 


is to be contemned, Pfal. xv. 4. Elitha, as a fubjeét, will 
honour him, but as a prophet he will make him know his ini- 
quity. For them that had fuch an extraordinary commiflion, 
it was fit, though not for a common perfon, to fay to a king, 
Thou art wicked, Job xxxiv. 18. Jehoram has fo much grace % 
as to take it patiently ; cares not now for hearing of the pro- _ 
phets of Baal, but is a humble fuitor to the God of Ifrael | 
his prophet, reprefenting the prefent cafe as very deplorab 
and humbly recommends it to the prophet’s compaffionate cot 
fideration. In effeét, he owns himfelf unworthy, but let 
the other kings he ruined for his fake. ; : 

2dly, He thewed a great refpe@ to the godly king of J 
dah; regarded his prefence, and, for his fake, would inguir 
the Lord for them all.—It is good being with thofe that hat 
God’s favour, and his prophet’s love. Wicked people o 
oat better for the friendfhip and fociety of thofe that 
godly. eo sas 
3dly, He compofed himfelf to receive inftructions from Goe 
His mind was fomewhat ruffled and difturbed at the figh 
Jehoram ; though he was not put into a finful heat or path 
nor had {poke unadvifediy, yet his zeal for the prefent, in 
pofed him for prayer, and the operations of the Spirit, wl 
require a mind very calm and fedate. He therefore called 
a mufician, ver. 15. a devout mufician, one that ufed t p 
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~ fweetly fing as David had appointed, would chear his {pirits, 
_ and fettle his mind, and help to put him into a right frame, 
both to {peak to him, an@ to hear from him. We ‘find a com- 
pany of prophets prophefying with @ p/altery and a tabret before 
them, 1 Sam. x5. Thofe that defire communion with God, 
muft keep their fpirits quiet and ferene. Elitha being refrefh- 
ed, and having the tumult of his {pirits laid by this divine mu- 
fic, the hand of the. Lord came upon him, and his vifit did him 
more honour than that of three kings. 

4thly, God by him gave them affurance, that the iffue of the 
prefent diftref8 would be more comfortable and glorious. 

(1.) ‘They thould fpeedily be fupplied with water, ver. r7. 


- To try their faith and obedience, he bids them’ make the val- - 


» beys full of ditches, to. receive the water. They that expect 
_ God’s bleflings muft prepare room for thems dig the pools for 
the rain to fill, as they did in the valley of Baca, and fo made 
even that a well, Pfal. Ixxxiy. 6. To raife their wonder, he 
tells them they fhonld have water enough, and yet there fhould 
be neither wind nor rain. Elijah, .by prayer, obtained water 
Out of the clouds, but Elitha fetches it nobody knows whence. 
The {pring of thefe waters thall be as fecret as the head of 
Nile. God is not tied to fecond caufes. Ordinarily, it is by 
a plentiful rain that God confirms his inheritance, Plal. \xviii. 
g: but here it is done without rain, at lea{t, without rain in 
‘that place. Some of the fountains of the great deep, it is like- 
dy, were broken up on this occafion: and to increafe the miracle, 
that valley only (as it fhould feem, qwas filled with water; and 
- no other place had any fhare of it. 

(2.) That fupply thould be an earnelt of victory: ver. 18. 
This is but a light thing in the fight of the Lord; you fhall not 
only be faved from perifhing, but fhall return in triumph. As 

+ God gives freely to the unworthy, fo he gives richly, like him- 
felf, more than we are able to aff or think. His grants outdo 
our requefts and expectations, . They that fincerely feek for the 
dews of God’s grace, fhall have it, and by it be made more 
than conquerors.—It is promifed, that they fhould be matters 
of the rebels country, and be permitted to lay it walte, and 
ruin it, ver.19. The law forbade them to fell fruit-trees 
to be employed in their fieges, Deut. xx. 19. but not when it 

_ was intended in jultice for the ftarving of a country, that had 

- forfeited its fruits by denying éribute to whom tribute is due. 

_ 20 And it came to pafs in the morning when 
_ tie meat-offering was offered, that behold, there 
_ came water by the way of Edom, and the coun- 

try was filled with water. 21 4 And when 
_all the Moabites heard that the kings were come 
up to fight againft them, they gathered all that 
~ were able to put on armour, and upward, and 
~. ftood in the border. 22 And they rofe up early 
Shits! the morning, and the fun fone upon the 
‘water, and the Moabites {aw the water on the 
other fide as red. as blood: 23 And they faid, 
This is blood: the kings are furely flain, and 
they have {mitten one another: now therefore, 
Moab, to the {poil. 24 And when they came 
_to the camp of Ifrael, the Iraclites rofe up, and 

_ fmote the Moabites, fo that they fied before 


them: but they went forward, {mitin the . 


Moabites even in their country. 25 And they 
beat down the cities, and on every good piece 
of land caft every man his fone, and filled it, 
Peecamv OL. Ll, :. > 
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and they flopped all the wells of water, and 
felled all the good trees: only in Kir-harafeth 
left they the {tones thereof: howbeit the fling- 
ers went about zz, and {mote it. 26 And when 
the king of Moab faw that the battle was too 
fore for him, he took with him feven hundred 
men that drew fwords, to break through ever 
unto the king of Edom, but they could not. 27 


Then he took his eldeft fon that fhould have. 


reigned in his ftead, and offered him fora burnt- 
offering upon the wall: and there was great 
indignation againft Irael: and they departed 
from him, and returned to ¢heir own land. 


We have here the divine gift of both thofe things which 
God promifed by Elifha; water and vidtory; and the former 


~ not only a pledge of the latter, but a means of it. God, that 


created and commands all the waters both above and beneath 


| the firmament, fent them an abundance. of water on a fudden ; 


which did them double fervice. : 

1. It relieved their armies, which were ready to perifh, ver. 
20. and, which was very obfervable, this relief came juft at the 
time of the offering of the morning /acrifice upon the altar at Je~ 
rufalem, a certain time, and univerfally known. That time 
Elifha chofe for his hour of prayer, (it is likely, /ooking to- 
wards the temple; for fo they were to do in their prayers, 
when they were going out to battle, and encamped at a diftance, 
1 Kings viii. 44.), in token of his communion with the tem. 
ple-fervice, and his expectation of {peeding in the virtue of the 
great facrifice. We now cannot pitch upon any hour more 
acceptable than another, becaufe our high prieft is always ap- 
pearing for us, to prefent and plead his facrifice. That time 


God chofe for the hour of mercy, to put an honour upon the ~ 


daily facrifice which had been defpifed. God anfwered Da- 


niel’s prayer juft at the time of the evening-/acrifice, Dan. ix. . 


21. for be will own his own inftitutions. 

2. It deceived their eviemies, which were ready to triumph, 
into their deftruction.. Notice is brought to the Moabites of 
the advances of the confederate army ; to oppofe which the 
pofle is raifed, all that were able to put on armour, and potted 
upori the frontiers, where they are ready to give them a warm 
reception, ver. 23. promifing themfelves, that it would be ealy 
dealing with an army fatigued by fo long a march: through the 
wildernefs of Edom. But fee here, 5 ‘ 

1/?, How eafily they were drawn into their own delufions ; 
obferve the fteps of their felf deceit. (1.) They faw the wa- 
ter in the valley where the army of Ifrael incamped, and con- 
ceived it was blood, ver. 22. becaufe they knew it was a dry 
valley, and (there having been no rain) could not imagine it 
fhould be water. ‘Ihe fun fhone upon it, and probably the fey 
was red and lowering; a prefage of foul weather that day, 
Matth. xvi. 3..and fo it proved to them. But this making the 
water look red, their own fancies, which made them willing 
to believe what made for them, fuggetted, This is blood; God 
permitting them thus to impofe upon themfelves. (2.) If their 
camp was thus full of blood, they conclude certainly the kings 


have fallen out, (as confederates of different intere(ts are apt 


to do,) and they have flain one another, ver. 2 3. for what elfe 


fhould flay them? And, (3.) Ifthe armies have flain one a- - 
nother, we have nothing to do but to divide the prey: Mow ~ 


therefore, Moab, to the fpoil. "Yhefe were the gradual fuggef- 
tions of fome elevated fancies among them, that thought them- 
felees wifer and happier in their conjedtures than their neigh- 
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bours; and the reft being defirous it fhould be fo, were forward 
to believe it was fo. Quod volumus, facile credimus, Thus 
they that are to be deftroyed, are firft deceived, Rev, xx. 8. 
and none are fo effectually deceived as thofe that deceive them- 
felves. z 
2dly, How fatally they thereby run* upon their-own de- 
firudtion. They rufhed carelefsly into the camp of Lfrael to 


plunder it, but were undeceived when it was too late.. The. 


Uraelites. animated by the affurances Elifha had given them of 
victory, fell upon them with the utmoft fury, routed them, 
and purfued them into their own country, ver. 24. which they 
laid wafte, ver. 25. deftroyed the cities, marred the ground, 
{topped up the wells, felled the. timber, and lef only the royal 
city ftanding; the walls of which they made great breaches in 
with their battering engines. This they got by rebelling a- 
gainft Ifrael. Who ever hardened his heart again} God and 
profpered? 

In the clofe of the chapter we are told, what the king of 
Moab did when he found himfelf reduced to the laft extremi- 
ty by the befiegers, and that his capital city was likely to fall 
into their hands. 

1. He attempted that which was bold and brave. He got 
together feven hundred choice men, and with them fallied out 
upon the intrenchments of the king of Edom, who being but 
a mercenary in this expedition, he hoped would not make any 
great refiltance if he were vigoroufly attacked, and fo he might 
make his efcape that way. But it would not do; even the 
king of Edom proved too hard for him, and obliged him to 
retire, ver. 26. - 

2. This failing, he did that which was brutith and barba- 
vous: He took his own fon, his eldeft fon, that was to fuc- 


ceed him, than whom nothing could be more dear to himfelf. | 


and his people, and offered him for a burnt-offring upon the 
wall, ver. 27. He defigned by this, [1.] To obtain the fa- 
your of Chemoth, his god, which being a devil, delighted in 
blood aod murder, and the deftru€tion of mankind. The dear- 
er any thing was to them, the more acceptable thofe idolaters 
thought it muft needs be if offered in facrifice to their gods, 
and therefore burnt their children in the fire to their honour. 
[2.] To terrify the befiegers, and oblige them to retire. 
Therefore he did it upon the wall, in their fight, that they 
might fee what defperate courfes he refolved to take rather than 
furrender, and how dear he would fell his city and life. He 
intended hereby to render them odious, and to exafperate and 
énrage his own fubjects againft them. This effeét it had: 
there was great indignation againft Ifrael for driving him to this 
extremity.——Whereupon they raifed the fiege, and returned. 
Tender and generous fpirits would not do that, though jatt, 
» which will drive any man diftraéted, or make him defperate. 


Co Ae Baa EV; 
Great fervice Elifha had done in the foregoing chapter fo 
the three kings: to bis prayers and prophecies they owed 


their lives and triumphs. Now, one would have expefied 


that the next chapter fhould have told us what honours 
aud what dignties were done to Elifha for this; that he 
Should prefently have been preferred at court, and made 
prime minifier of flate ; that Fehofbaphat. foould have ta- 
hen him home with him, and advanced him in his king- 
dom, No; the wife man delivered the army, but no man 
remembered the wife man, Eccl. ix.15. Or, If be had 
preferment offered him, be declined it: he preferred the 


honour of doing good in the fchoals of the prophets, before . 


that of being great in the courts of princes. God mag ni~ 
fied tim, and that fuficed him: magnified him indeed, for 


we have him here employed in working no lefs than jive | 


4 


Ey gi } 


Ki oes 


| houfe fave a pot of oil. 


(3-) That he was dead, though a good man, a good minifter. 


7h 


miracles. 1. He multiphed the poor widow's oil, ver. 1 
> > 


—7. Il. He obtained forthe good Shunamite the- blef- 
Ill. Herat. - 


fing of a fon in her old age, ver. 8y—1 7 
Jed that child to life, when it was dead, ver. 18,—37. 


IV. He healed the deadly pottage, ver. 38,—41. Vs. 
He fed athundred men with twenty {mall loaves, ver. 425. 


44. 


N wives of the fons of the prophets unto. 
Elitha, faying, Thy fervant my hufband is dead, 
and thou knowett that thy fervant did feat the 


Lorp: and the creditor is come to take unto. - 


him my two fons to be bondmen.' 2 And Eli- 
fha faid unto her, What fhall I do for thee? tell 
me, what haft thou in the houfe? And the faid, 
Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the 
3 Then he faid, Go, 
borrow thee veffels abroad of all thy neighbours, 
even empty vellels, borrow not a few. 4 And 
when thou art come in, thou fhalt (hut the door 
upon thee, and upon thy fons, and fhalt pour 
out into all thofe veffels,and thou fhalt fet afide 
that which is full. 5 So the went from him, 


and fhut the door upon her, and upon her fons, — 
| who brought the veffels to her, and fhe poured 


out. 6 And it came to pafs when the veffels 


were full, that fhe faid unto her fon, Bring me 


yet a veflel. And he faid unto her, There is 
not a veflel more. And the oil ftayed. 


Elitha’s miracles were for ufe, not for fhew; thts here. was: 


fo; an act of real charity; Chrift’s were fo; not only great 
wonders, but great favours to them for whom they were: 
wrought. God magnifies his goodnefs with his power. - 

1, Elifha readily receives a poor widow’s complaint. She. 
was a prophet’s widow ; to.whom therefore fhould the appl 
herfelf, but to him, that was a father to the fons of the pro- 


phets, and concerned himfelf in the concernments of their fa-_ 
milies ?—TIt feems the prophets. had wives as well as the. 
priclts, though prophecy went not by entail, as the prietthood 


did. Marriage is honourable in all, and not inconfiftent’ with. 
the mofk facred profeffions. 


her hufbana, being *one of the fons of the prophets, was well: 


known to Elifha. Minifters of eminent gifts and ftations, — 


fhould make themfelves familiar with thofe that are every way. 
their inferiors, and know their character and ftate. 
he had the reputation of a godly man. 


W there cried a certain woman of the 


7 Then 
fhe came and told the man of God: und he faid, — 
Go, fell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou 
and thy children of the reft. A pgs Se eee 


Now, by the complaint of this 
poor woman, ver. 1. we are given to underftand, (1.) That 


(2.) That = 
- Elifha knew him to. 


? 


Chap. TV 


be one that feared'the Lord, elfe he had been unworthy of the- ee 


honour, and unfit for the work of a prophet. He was one 
| that keptvhis integrity in a time of general apoftacy; one of. 


the feven thoufand that had not bowed the’ knee to Baal. 


The prophets, do they live for ever? They that were clothed’ 


with the fpirit of prophecy, were not thereby armed againt a 
| the ftroke of death. 
more than he was wort 


@& That he died poor, and in debt. 


prodigality, and luxury, an 


ry 


_He did not contraét his debts by, 
d riotous living ; for he was one that 


feed 


ye 


jek ea 


Chap. IV. faite Sky 


feared the Lord, and therefore durft not allow himfelfin fuch 
courfes ; nay, religion obligeth men not to live above what 
they have, nor to {pend more than what God gives them, no 
not in expences otherwife lawful ; for thereby of neceffity they 
mutt difable themfelves at laft to give every one their own, 
and fo prove guilty of a continued a@ of injuftice all along ; 
yet it may be the-lot of thofe that fear God to be in debt and 


infolvent; through crofs providences, loffes by fea, or bad ~ 


debtors, or their own imprudence ; for the children of light are 
not always wife for this world. Perhaps this prophet was im- 
poverifhed by perfecution. When Jezebel ruled, prophets had 
much ado to live ; and if they had families, could fearce make 
even. (5.) That the creditors were very fevere to,her. "Fwo 
fons fhe had, to be the fupport of her widowed ftate, and 
their labour is reckoned affets in her hand, that mutt go there- 
fore, and they muft be bondmen for feven years, Exod. xxi. 
2. to work out this debt. Thofe that leave their families un- 
der a load of debt difproportionable to their eftates, know not 
what trouble they entail. In this diftrefs the poor widow goes 
to Eilfha, in dependenee upon the promife, that the feed of 
the righteous fhall not be forfaken. The generation of the 


upright may expect help from God’s providence, and counte-’ | 


nance from his prophets. . 

2. He effectually relieves this poor widow’s diftrefs, and 
puts her in a way both to pay her debt, and to maintain her- 
felf and her family. He did not fay, be warmed, be filled; 
but gave her real’help. He did not give her fome {mall mat- 
ter for her prefent provifion ; but fet her up in the world to fell 
oil, and puta ftock under her hand to begin with. This was 
done by miracle, but it i¢ an indication to us what is the beft 
method of charity; and the greateft kindnef{S one can do to 


poor people, which is, if poffible, to help them into a way of — 


improving what little they have by their own induftry and_in- 
genuity. ' ; ? 
-tf, He direéted her what to do; confidered her cafe, What 


Shall I do for thee? The fons of thé prophets were poor, and 


it would fignify little to make a collection for her among them; 
but the God of the holy prophets is able to fupply all her 
needs; and if fhe has a little under her hands, it muft be done 
by blefling and increafing that little. He therefore inquires 
what fhe had to make money of, and finds, fhe had nothing 
to fell but one-pot of oil, ver. 2.. If fhe had had any plate of 
furniture, he would have bid her part with it, to enable her to 
be juft to her creditors. We cannot reckon that really nor 
comfortably our own, but that which is fo when al? our debts 
are paid. If the had nothad this pot of oil, the divine power 
could have fupplied her ; but having this, it will work upot 
- “thisy and fo teach us to make the beft of what we have. The 
prophet, knowing her to have credit among her neighbours, 
bids her borrow. of them empty veflels, ver. 3. for it feetns 
fhe had fold her own towards the fatisfying of her creditors. 
~ He diregts her to fhut the door upon her and her fons, while the 
filled all thofe veffels out of that one. She mutt fhat the doorto 
prevent interruptions from the creditors, and others, while it was 
in the doing ; that they might not {em proudly toboaft of this mi- 
raculous fupply ; and that they might have Opportunity for prayer 
and praife to God on this extraordinary occafion. Obferve, ( i.) 
_ The oil was to be multiplied in the pouring, as the other widow’s 
meal in the fpending. "The way to increafe what we have, is to 
ufé it: to him that fo hath, fhall be given. It is not hoard- 
ing the talents, but trading with them, that doubles them. (2.) 
‘It mutt be poured out-by herfelf: not by Elisha, or fome of 
the fons ofthe prophets ; to intimate, that it is upon our cate 
ful and diligent endeavours that we may expedt the blefling of 
_ God to enrich ns, both for this world’and the other. What 
we have, will! increafe beft in our own hand. 
2dly, She did it accordingly, fhe did not tell the prophet he 
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defigned to make a fool of her, but’ firmly: believing the divine 
power and goodnefs, and in pure obedience tothe prophet, 
fhe borrowed veffels, Jarge and many, of her neighbours, and 
poured out her oil into them. One of her fons was employ- 
ed to bring her empty veffels, and the other carefully to fet a- 
fide thofe that were full, while they were all amazed to find 
their pot, like a fountain of living water, always flowing, and 
yet always full. They fee not the bubbling {pring that fupplies 
it, but believe it to be in him im-whom all our fprings are. 
Job’s metaphor is now verified in the latter, Joh xxix. 6. The 
rock poured me out rivers of oil. Perhaps this was in the tribe, 
of Afher, -part of whofe bleffing it was, that he fhould dip his 
Soot in oil, Deut. xxxiti. 24. 

3dly, The oil continued flowing as long as fhe had any 
empty veflels to receive it, When every veffel was full the 
oil ftayed, ver. 6. for it was not fit this precious liquor fhould 
run over, and be as water fpilt upon the ground, which cannot 
be gathered up again. Note, We are never {traitened in God, 
and in his power and bounty, and theriches of his grace. A!l 
our ftrattnefs is in. ourfelves. It is our faith that fails, not 
his promife. He gives above what we afk: were there more 
veflels, there is enough in God to- fill them; enough for all, 
enough for each. Was not this pot of oil exhaufted as long 
as there were any veffels to be filled from it? and fhall we 
fear leaft the golden oil which flows from the: very root and 
fatnefs of the good olive, fhould fail, as long as there-are any 
lamps to be fupplied from it ? Zech. iv. 12. 

4thly, The prophet direéted her what to do with the oil the 
had, ver. 7. She muft not keep it for her own ufe, to make 
her face to bine. Thofe whom Providence has made poor, muft 
be content with poor accommodations for themfelves ; that is, 
knowing how to wart; and muft not think when they get a lit- 
tle of that which is better than ordinary, to feed their own lux- 
uty. No: (1.) She muft fell the oil to thofe that were rich, 
and could afford to beftow it on themfelves. We may fuppofes 
being produced by miracle, it was the beft of its kind, like the 
wine, John ii. 10. fo that The might have both a good price, 
and a quick market for it. Probably the merchants bought it 
to export, for oil was one of the commodities that Ifrael traded 
in, Ezek. xxvii. 17. 
money fhe received for her oil. Though her creditors were 
too rigorous with her, yet they muft not therefore lofe their 
debt. Her firft care, now fhe has wherewithal, muft be to 
difcharge that, even before fhe makes any provifion for her chil- 
dren. It is one of the fundamental Jaws of onr religion, that 
we render to all their due, pay every juft debt, give every body 
their own, though we leave néver fo little for ourfelves ; and 
this not of confivaint, but willingly, and. without grudsing ; net 
only for wrath, to avoid being fued, but alfo for confcience fake. 
They that bear an honeft mind, cannot with pleafure eat their 
daily bread, unlefs it be their own bread. ( 3.) The re{t muft not be 
Jaid up, but fhe and her children muft live upon it; not upon the 


oil, but upon the money received from it, with which they muft put . 


themfelves into a capacity of getting an honeft livelihood. No 
doubt, fhe did as the man of God dire&ted. And from hencey 
Cr1.] Let thofe that are poor, and in diftrefs, be encouraged to 
truft God for fupply in the way of duty: Verily thou foalt be fed, 
tho’ not feafted. It is true, we cannot-now expect miracles; yet 


_-we may expect mercies, if we wait on God, and feck to hime 
Let widows particularly, and prophets widows in a fpecial man- ° 


ner, depend upon him to, preferve them, and their fatherlefs 
children, alive ; for to them:he wi!l be a hufband, a father. [2.] 
Let thofe whom God hath §leffed with plenty, ufe it for the 
glory of God, and under the direGtion of his word. Let them 


do juitly with it, as this widow did, and ferve God chearfully \ 


in the ufe of it ; and, as Elifha, be ready to do good to thofe 
thaineed us, be eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame. 


4B2 87 And 


(2.) She muft pay her debt with the | 
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8 @ And it fell on a day, that Elitha paffed 


to Shunem, where was a great woman; and fhe 
conftrained him to eat bread. And /a it was, 
that as oft as he pafled by, he turned in thither 
to eat bread. g And fhe faid unto her hufband, 
Behold, now,I perceive that this 7s an holy man 
of God, which pafleth by us continually. ro 
Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on 
the wall, and let us fet for him there a bed,and 
a table, and a ftool, and a candleftick : and it 
ihall be when he cometh to.us, that he fhall 
turn in thither, 11 And it fell ona day that 


_ he came thither, and he turned into the cham- 


ber, and lay there. 12 And he faid to Gehazi 
his fervant, Call this Shunamite. And when 
he had called her, fhe ftood before him. 13 And 
he faid unto him, Say now unto her, Behold, 
thou haft been careful for us with all this care; 
what zs to be done for thee? wouldft thou be 
fpoken for to the king, or to the captain of the 
hoft:, And fhe anfwered, I dwell among mine 
own people. 14 And he faid, What then is to 
be done for her? And Gehazi anfwered, Verily 


» fhe hath no child, and her hufband is old. 15 


- 


_ phet finds friends wherever he goes. 


And he faid, Call her. And when he had call- 
ed her, fhe ftood in the door. 16 And he faid, 
About this feafon, according to the time of life, 
thou fhalt embrace a fon. And fhe faid, Nay, 
my lord, thouwman of God, do not lie unto thine 
hand-maid. 17 And the woman conceived, 
and bare a fon at that feafon that Elitha had faid 


unto her, according to the time of life. 


' The giving of a fon to fuch as were old, and had been long 
childlefs, was an ancient inftance of the divine power and fa- 
vour, in the cafe of Abraham, and Haac, and Manoah, and EI.- 
kana. We find it here among the wonders wrought by Eh- 
fha. ‘This was wrought in recompenfe for the kind entertain- 
ment which a good woman gave him, as the promife of a fon 
was given to Abraham when he entertained angels. Obferve 
here, z 
1. The kindnefs of the Shunamite woman to Elitha. Things 
are bad enough in Ifrael, yet not fo bad, but that God’s pro- 
Shunem was a city in 
the tribe of Iffachar, that lay in the road between Samaria and 
Carmel ; a road that Eliffa often travelled, we find, chap, ii. 


25. here lived a great woman, who kept a good honfe, and 
‘was very hofpitable, her hufband having a good eftate, and his 


heart fafely trufting in her, and in her difcreet Management, 
Prov. XXxXi. 11. So famous a man as Elifha could not pafs 
and repafs unobferved. Probably he had ufed to take fome 
private obfcure Jodgings tn the town; but this pious matron, 


-having notice once of his being there, -preffed him with great 


importunity, and with much.ado con{trained him to dine with 


her, ver. 8. He was modeft, and loth to be troublefome ; 
humble, and affeéted not to aflociate with thofe of the firlt rank; 
fo that itiwas not without fome difficulty, that he was firft drawn 
into an acquaintance there. But afterwards, whenever he came 
that way in his circuit, he conftantly called there, So. well 


Kane sit 


- humble ufe to do ; 


band, civil or military 
petition to prefent, any fuit at law depending, that needs the 


dwell among-our own people, 


_ Kindnefs he fhould do for her, 


Chap. IV; 


pleafed was fhe with her gueft, and fo defirous of his company 
that fhe will not only bid him welcome to her table, but pro- 


vide a lodging-room for him in her houfe, that he might make 


the longer flay, ‘not doubting but her houfe would be bleffed 
for his fake, and all under her roof edified by his pious inftruc« 
tions and example. A good defign, yet fhe will not do it. 


- 4 
Ak 


> 


without acquainting her hufband ; . will neither lay out his mo- ~ 


ney, nor invite {trangers to his houfe, without his confent afk- 
ed and obtained, ver. g, 10. She fuggetts to him, (1.) That» 
the {tranger fhe would invite was a holy man of God ; who 
therefore would do good to their family, and God would re- 
compenfe the kindnefs done to him. Perhaps fhe had heard 
how well paid the widow of Sarepta was for entertaining Eli- 
jah. (2.) That the kindnefs fhe intended him would be no 
great charge to them ; fhe would build him a little chamber. 


_ Perhaps fhe had no {pare room in the houfe, or none private a 


retired enough for him, who {pent much of bis time in conte \- 
plation, and.cared not for being difturbed with the noife of the 
family. The furniture fhall be very plain; no coftly hangings, 


~ no ftands, no. couches, no looking-glaffes ; but a bed and-a ta- 


ble, a ftool and a candleftick ; all that was needful for his con- 
venience, not only for his repofe, but for his ftudy, his read- 
ing and writing. litha feems mightily pleafed with thefe ac- 
commodations ; for he turned in, and lay there, ver. "11. and, 
as it fhould feem, his man in the fame chamber, for he was far 


_ from taking ftate. 


2. Elitha’s gratitude for this kindnefs, Being ‘exceedingly 
pleafed with the quietnefs of his apartment, and the friendlinefs 
of his entertainment, he began to confider with himfelf what 
recompenfe he fhould make her. They that receive courtefies, ~ 
fhould ftudy to return them. It il} becomes men of God to 
be ungrateful, or to {punge upon thofe that are generous. | 

iff, He offers to ufe his intereft for her in 
ver. 13. Thou haft been careful for us with all this care. Thus. 


* 


on 


the king’s court, a 


doth he magnify the kindnefs he received, .as thofe that are . _ 


ough in the purfe of one fo rich, and in 
the breaft of one fo free, it was as nothing. Now ahat Soall 


grateful devifeth grateful things. — Would? thou be /poken for to 
the king, or the captain of the hofl, for an office for thine huf- 
? Haft thou any complaint to make, any 


countenance of the higher powers? Wherein can I ferye thee? 


It feems Elitha had got fuch an intereft by his late fervices, - 


that though he minded not to 
capable of preferring his fiends. 
much pleafure in ferving others, 


dwell (faith the) among mine own people ;_i. e. we are well as 

we ere, and do not aim at preferment: It is a happinefs to 
that love and refpe@ us, and to 
whom we are in a capacity of doing good, and a 
pinefs to be content to do fo, to be eafy, and to know when 
we are well. Why fhould thofe that- live ; 
would be well with ‘many, if they did but know when they 

are well.—Some years after this, we find this Shunamite had 
occafion to be fpoken for to the king, though now fhe needed it. 
not, chap. vii. 3,4. Thofe that dwell among their own peo. 
ple, yet muft not think their mountain ftands. fo ftrong, as that 

it cannot be moved : they may be driven, ; 
was, to fojourn among {ftrangers. 

bove. ! Be ee a iis 
- 2dly, He did ufe his intereft for her in the court of heaven, - 
which was far better.  Elitha sy) 


-Such a freedom did this great. 


prophet. 


as in railing himfelfi—But the — 
needs not any good offices of this kind to be done for her-zcZ =. 


é comfortably among 
their own people, covet to live delicately in kings palaces? It _ 


confulted with his fervant what 


prefer himfelf by it, yet he was 
A good man can take ag 
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greater hap- — 


‘be done for thee? As the liberal devifeth liberal things, {6 the ea 


as this good woman, 
Our contnuing city isa. 


$ 
Sea 


: Chap. lV. ai 


prophet admit even his fervant to. Gehazi tells him the is 
childlefs, has a great eftate, but no fon to leave it to,” and was 
paft hopes of having any, her hufband is.old: if Elifha can ob- 
tain this favour from God for her, it will be the removal of that 
which at prefent was her only grievance. ‘Chefe dre the moft 
> welcome kindneffes, which are moft fuited to our neceflities. 
He fent for her immediately; fhe very humbly and refpectfally 
Stood at the door, ver. 1. according to her accuftomed modef- 
ty; and then he affured her, that within a year fhe fhould 
Dring forth a fon, ver. 16. She had received this prophet in 
the name of a prophet, and now fhe had not a courtier’s reward, 
in being fpoken for to the king, but @ prophet’s reward ;-a fig- 
‘ nal mercy given by prophets, and in anfwer to prayer. The 
promife was a furprife to her, and fhe begs fhe may not be flat- 
tered by it: Nay, my lord, thou att a man of God ; and there- 
- fote, I hope, fpeakeft ferioufly, and doft not jeft with me, nor 
lie unto thine handmaid., The event, within the time limited, 
confirmed the truth ofthe promife: She bare a.fon at the {ea- 
fon that Elifha fpoke of, ver. 17. God bnilt up her houfe, in 
reward of her kindnefs, in building the prophet a chamber. We 
- may well imagine what joy this brought to the family: Sing, 
O barren, thou that didf not bear. 


18 | And when the child was grown, it fell 
on a day, that he went out to his father to the 
reapers. Ig And he faid unto ‘his father, My 

head, my head. And he faid to a lad, Carry 
him to his mother. 20 And when he had ta- 
ken him, and brought him to his mother, he fat 
~on her knees till noon, and then died. 21 And 
fhe went up, and laid him on the bed of the 
man of God, and fhut the door upon him, and 
went out. 22 And the called unto her hufband, 
and faid, Send me, I pray thee, one of the young 
~ men, and one of the affes, that I may run to 
the man of God, and come again. 23 And he 
faid, Wherefore.wilt thou go to him to-day? 
_#¢ 4s neither new-moon, nor fabbath. And fhe 
“Said, it fhall be well. 24 Then the faddled an 
‘afs, and faid to her fervant, Drive, and go for- 


ward 3 flack not thy riding for me, except I bid | 


- and prayed unto the Lorn. 


_ Namite. 
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go thy way: if thou meet any man, falute him 
not ; and if any falute thee, anf{wer him not a- 
gain: and lay my ftaff upon the face of the 
child. 30 And the mother of the child faid, As 
the Lorp liveth, and as thy foul liveth, I will 
not leave thee.” And he arofe, and followed 
her. 31 And Gehazi pafféd on before them, 
and laid the ftaff upon the face of the child, but 
there was neither voice, nor hearing : where- 
fore he went again to meet hitn,. and told him, 
faying, The child is not awaked. 32 And when 
Elifha was come into the howfe; behold, the child 
was dead, and laid upon his bed. 33 He went. 
in therefore, and {hut the door upor them twain, 
34 And he went 
up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth 
upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes,and 
his hands upon his hands, and he {tretched him- 
felf upon the child, and the fleth of the child 
waxed warm. 35 Then he returned, and walk- 
ed in the houfe to and fro, and went up, and. 
ftretched himfelf upon him: and.the child neefed 
{even times, and the child opened his eyes. 36 
And he called Gehazi, and faid, Call this Shu- 
So he called her: and when {he was 
come in unto him, He faid, Take up thy fon.. 
37 Then fhe went in, and fell at his feet, and. 
bowed herfelf to the ground, and took up her- 
fon and went out.. - 

We may well fuppofe, after the birth of this fon, that the: 
prophet was doubly welcome to the good Shunamite ; he had 
thought himfelf indebted to her, but from henceforth, as long 
as fhe lives, fhe will think herfelf in his debt, and that fhe can 
never do too much for him. We fuppofe the child very dear 


to the prophet, as the fon of his prayers ; and very dear to the: 
parents, as the fon of their old age. But here is,. 


1.. The fudden. death of the child, though fo much a dar-- 


ling.. He is fo far palt the perils of infancy, that he is able to- 


go to the field to his father, who, no doubt, is pleafed with his 

pretty talk, and his joy of his fon is greater than the joy of his 

* harveft. But. either the cold, or the heat of the open ficld,. 
overcame. the child: that was bred tenderly, and he complains - 

_ to his father. that his head aches, ver. 19. Whether fhould | 
we go with our complaints. but to. our heavenly father? Thi- 
ther the Spirit of adoption brings believers with all their grie- 


thee. 25 So the went, and came unto the man 
of God to mount Carmel: and it came to pafs 
-when.the man of God {aw her afar off that he 
faid to Gehazi his fervant, Behold, yonder is that 
Shunamite: 26 Run now, I pray thee, to meet 


her, and fay unto her, Js 7t well with thee? zy 7t 
well with thy hufband? is zt well with the 
child? And fhe anfwered, Zt zs well... 27 And 
when fhe came to the man of God to-the: hill, 
fhe caught him by the feet:. but Gehazi came 
near to thruft her away. And the man.of God 
faid, Let her alone, for her foul is vexed within 
her: and the Lorp hath hid it: from: me, and 


hath not told me. 2% Then the faid, Did I de-- 


fire a fon of my lord? did I not fay, Do not de- 
ceive me? 29 Them he faid to Gehazi,Gird up 
thy loins, and take my ftaff in thine hand, and 


7 


vances, all their defires, teaching them to cry, with groanings: . 


that cannot be uttered, My head, my head; my. heart, my heart. 
The father fends him to his mother’s arms, his:mother’s lap,. 


little expeGting any danger in his indifpofition ; but: hoping he: | 


will drop afleep-in his mother’s bofom, and’ wake well ;. but it. 
proves fatal, he fleeps the fleep of death, ver. 25.; well in the: 
morning, and dead. by noon. All the mother’s care and ten- 
dernefs cannot keep hint alive. This a child of promife,.a child 


" of prayer, and given in love, yet taken away.. Little children: 


lie open to the arrefts of ficknefs and death. But how admi- 
rably doth the prudent pious mothér keep her temper under this. 
furprifing affliétion ? not one peevifh indecent word comes from- 
her: fhe has a ftrong belief that the child will be raifed to life 
again ; like a genuine daughter of Abraham’s faith, as well as: 
z loinss, 
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loins, fhe accounts that God is able to raife him from the dead, 
for from thence at firlt the received him in a figure, Heb. xi. 
19. She had heard of the raifing the widow’s fon at Sarepta, 
And that the fpirit of Ehjah refted-on Elitha; and fuch confi- 
dence had fhe of God's goodnefs, that fhe was very apt to be- 
lieve, he that fo foon took away what he had given, would re- 
{tore what he had now taken away. By this faith women re- 
ceived their dead raifed to life, Heb. xi. 35. In this faith fhe 
makes no preparation for the burial of her dead child, but for 
its refurrection ; for fhe lays him on the prophets bed, ver. 21. 
expecting that he would ftand her friend: O woman, great is 
thy faith : he that wrought it would not fruftrate it. 

2. The forrowful mother’s application to the prophet on 
this fad occafion; for it happened very opportunely that he was 
now at the college upon mount Carmel, not far off. 

iff, She begged leave of her hufband to go to the prophet ; 
yet not acquainting him with her errand,. left he fhould not 
have faith enough to let her go, ver. 22. He objected, /t is 
aeither new-moon, nor fabbath, ver. 23.; which intimates, that 
on thefe feafts of the Lord, fhe ufed to go to his meeting with 


other good people, to hear the word, and to join with him in 4 


prayers and praifes. She did not think it enough to have his 
help fometimes in her own family, but, though a gteat woman, 


_ attended on public worfhip, for which this was none of the. 


times appointed: Wherefore, faith her hafband, why wilt thou 
go t-day? What is the matter? No harm, faith the, / Jfeall 
‘Fe well ; {5 you will fay yourfelf hereafter. See how this huf- 
band and wite vied in refpe&ts: fhe was fo dutiful to him, that 
fhe would not go till fhe had acquainted him with her journey; 


and he fo loving to her that.he would not oppofe it, though the 


did not think fit to acquaint him with her bufinefs. 
2dly, She made all the hafte fhe could to the prophet, ver. 
24.3; and he feeing her at a diftance, fent his fervant to inquire 
whether any thing was amifs, ver. 25, 26. ‘The queftion was 
particular, Ls it well with thee ? is it well with thy hufband ? 
ts it well with thy child? Note, It well becomes the men of 
_ God, with tendernefs and concern, to inquire about the wel- 
fare of their friends, and their families. ‘The anfwer was ge- 
‘neral, /t is well. Gehazi was not the man fhe came to com- 
plain to,” and therefore fhe puts him off with this. She faid 
little, and little faid is foon amended, Pfal. xxkix. 1, 23: but 


what fhe did fay, was very patient: It is well with me, with. 


my hufband, with the child; all is well, and yet the child dead 
in the houfe. Note, When God calls away our deareft rela- 


tions by death, it becomes us quietly to fay, it is well with — 


us and ther. It is well, for all is well that God doth © all is 
well with them that are gone, if they are gone to heaven; and 
all well with us that flay behind, if by the affliction we are 
furthered in our way thither. 

3dly, When the came to the prophet, fhe humbly reaforied 
with him concerning her prefent affliction; fhe threw herfelf 
at his fect, as one troubled and in grief, which fhe never fhew- 
ed till fhe came to him that fhe believed could help her, ver. 
27. When her paflion would do her fervice, fhe knew how 
to difcover it, as well as how to conceal it, when it would do 
- her diflervice. Gehazi knew his mafter would not be pleafed 
to fee her lie at his feet, and thetefore would have raifed her 
‘up.5 but Elitha waited to hear from her, fince he might not 
know immediately from God, what was the caufe of her trou- 


ble. God difcovered things to-his prophets as he fatw fit, not 


al yays us they defired. God did not fhew this to the prophet, 


becaufe,he might know it from the good woman herfelf. What” 


_ the faid was very pathetical: fhe appeals to the prophet, (1.) 
Concerning her indifferency to this mercy which was now ta- 
ken from her: Did L.defire a fon of my lord? No, thou know- 
eft I did not: it was thine own propofal, not mine: I did not 
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Jeft they be undervalued. : 


. dead upen his own bed, ver. 32.3 fout the door upon them twain, a 
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fret for the want of a fon, as Hannah, nor beg, as. Racheh, 


4 


Give me children, or elfe I die. Note, When. any creature. 
comfort is taken from.us, it is well if we can fay,. through 
grace; that we did not fet our hearts inordinately upon it ; for 
if we did, we have reafon to fear it was given in anger, and 
taken away in wrath. (2.) Concerning her entire dependance 
upon the prophet’s word 3 Did I not fay, Do not- deceive me ? 
Yes, fhe did fay fo, ver. 16. And this refleétion upon it . 
may be confidered either, [1.] As quarrelling with the pros 
phet for deceiving her. She was ready to think herfelf mock- 
ed with the mercy, when it was fo foon removed; and that 
it had been better fhe had never had this child, than to be de- 
prived of him when fhe began to have comfort in him. Note, 
The lofs of a mercy fhould not make us undervalue the gift of 
it. Or; [2.] As pleading with the prophet for the raifing of 
the child to life again: J faid, Do not deceive me, and I 
know thou wilt net. However the, providence of God may 
difappoint us, we may be fure the promife of God never did, 
nor ever will deceive us.. Hope in that will not make us aq 
fhamed. ; 

3. The raifing of the child to life again. We may fuppofe 
that the woman gave Elifha a more exprefs account. of the — 
child’s death, and he gave a more exprefs promife of his te- 
furreétion than is here related. | Where we are briefly told, 

1, That Elitha fent Gehazi to go in all hafte to the ‘dead 
child, gave him his ftaff, and bid him lay that on the face of 
the child, ver. 29. I Know not what to make of this. Elitha ° 
knew that Elijah raifed the dead child with a very clofe appli- 
cation, ftretching himfelf upon the child, and praying again and _ 
again; and could he think to raife this child by. fo flight a ce- 
remony as this, c{pecially when sothing hindered but he might 
come himfelf? Shall fuch a power as this be delegated, and to 
no better a man than Gehazi? Bifhop Hall fuggelts, that it was 
done out of human conceit, and not by’ divine inftiné, and 
therefore it failed of the effe&. God will not have fuch great 
favours made too cheap, nor shall they be too eafily come by, — 


2dly, The worian refolves not to go back without the “pron” f 
phet himfelf, ver. 30. J will not /eave thee. She kad no great 
expectation from the ftaff, fhe will have the hand; and the 


‘was in the right of it. Perhaps it was intended hereby to 


teach ‘us not to put that confidence in creatures, that are fer- 


_vants, which the power of the Creator, their mafter and ours, — 


will alone bear the weight of. —Gehazi returns, re infeda, withe _ 
out. the tidings of any fign of life in the child, ver. af. Tbe 
child is not awaked; intimating ta the comfort of the mother, a 
that its death was but a fleep, and that he expected it would — 
fhortly be awaked.—In the raifing of dead fouls to fpiritual 
life, minifters can do no more by their own power than Ge- 
hazi here could; they lay the word, like the prophet’s ftaff, 
before their faces ; but there is neither voice nor. hearing, till 
Chrift by his Spirit comes himfelf: the letter alone kills, itis 
the Spirit that gives life. It is not. prophefying upon dry 
bones that will put life. into them ; breath maft. come from % 
heaven; and breathe upon thofe flain. ~ aed 2 ae 

3dly, ‘The prophet, by earneft prayer, obtains from God the — 
reftoring, of this dead child to life again. He found the child ‘a 


ver. 33. Even the dead child is {poken of as a perfon, one 
of the twain; for it was CHIL in being, and not loft. He fhut 
out all company, that he might not feem to glory in the power 
= had given him, or to ufe it for oftentatuon, and to be feen 
of men. : ; : © i ? i 
‘Obferve, 1. How clofely the prophet applied himfelf to this 
greet operation. Perhaps being fenfible that he had tenmpted 
God too much, in thinking to effect it by the ftaff in Gehazi's 
og hand, 


iy 
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hand, for which he thought himfelf rebuked by the difappoint- 
ment, he now finds it a harder tafk than he then thought, and 
therefore addrefleth himfelf to it with great folemnity. [1.] 
He prayed unto the Lord, ver. -33. probably as Elijah had 
done, Let this child’s foul come into him ggain ~ Chriftt raife 
the dead to life as one having authority, Dam/2/, arife: Young 
man, I fay unto thee, arife: Lazarus, come forth : tor he was 
powerful and faithful as a Son, the Lord of life; but Elijah 
and Elitha did it by petition as fervants. [2.] He lay upon 
the child, ver. 34. as if he would communicate fome of his vi- 
tal heat or fpinits. ‘Thus he expreffed the earne(tnefs of his 
defire, and gave a fign of that divine power which he depended 
upon for the accomplifhment of this great work. He firlt 


put bis mouth to the child’s mouth, as if in God’s name he would | 


breathe into him the breath of life ; thea Ais eyes to the child’s 
eyesy to open them again to the light of life ; then Ais hands to 
the child’s hands, to put {trength into them.—He then rétura- 
ed and walked in the houfe, as one full of care and concern, 


and wholly intent upon what he was about; then he went up | 


{tairs again, and the fecoad time /lretched himfelf upon the child, 
ver. 35. Thofe that would be inftrumental of conveying {pi- 
ritual life to dead fouls, muft thus affeé themfelves with their 
cafe, and accommodate themfelves to ity and labour fervently 
in prayer for them. 

(2.) How gradually the operation was performed. At the 
firft application the fle/h of the child waxed qvarm, ver. 34. 
which gave the prophet encouragement to continue inftant in 

» prayer; after a while, the child fneezed feven times, which was 
an indication not only of life, but livelinefs. Some have re- 

- ported it is an ancient tradition, That when God breathed in- 
towdam the breath of life, the firft evidence of his being alive 
was fagezing, which gave rife to the ufage of paying refpect to 
thofe that fneeze.—Some, obferve here, that {neezing clears 
the head, and there lay the child’s diftemper. _ 

(3-) How joyfully the child was returned alive to his mo- 
thery ver. 36, 347. and all parties concerned were not a Uittle 
comforted, Aéts xx. 12. See the power of God, who kills 
and makes alive again ; fee the power of prayer,.as it has the 

~ key of the clouds, fo it has the key of death; fee the power 


of faith; that fixed law of nature, that death is a way whence, 


there is no returning, fhall rather be difpenfed with, than this 
_ believing Shunamite fhall be difappointed. 

38 q And Ehha came again to Gilgal, and 
there was a dearth in the land, and the fons of 
the prophets were fitting before him: and he 
faid unto his fervant, Set on the great pot, and 


feethe pottage for the fons of the prophets. 39 _ 


And one went out into the field to gather herbs, 
and found a wild vine, and gathered thereof 
wild gourds his lap-full, and came and. fhred 
them into the pot of pottage: for they knew 
them not. 40 So they poured out for the men 
to eat: and it came to pafs as they were eating 
of the pottage, that they cried out, and faid, 
O thou man of God, there is death in the pot : 


and they could not eat th-reof. 41 But he, 


faid, Then bring meal : and he caft it into the 
pot; and he faid, Pour out for the people, that 
they may eat: and there was no harm in the 
pots 42 9 And there came a man from Baal- 
thalifha, and brought the man of God bread’ 
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‘they were well fed and well taught. 
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of the firft-fruits,: twenty lodves of barley, and 
full ears of corn in the hufk thereof: and he 
faid, Give unto the people, that they may eat. 
43 And his fervitor faid, What, fhould I fet 
this before an hundred men? He faid again, 
Give the people, that they may eat: for thus 
faith the Lorp, They {hall eat, and fhall leave 
thereof. 44 So he fet 7¢ before them, and they 
did eat, and left theregf, according to the word’ 
of the Lorn. 


We have here Elitha in his place, in his element, among: 
the fons of the prophets, teaching them, and, as a father, pro- 
viding for them ; and happy it was for them, that they had. 
one over them, who naturally cared for their flate, under whom 
There was a dearth in 
the land for the wickednefs of them that dwelt therein, the 
fame that we read of, chap. viii. 1. It continued feven years, 
jul as long again as that in Elijah’s time, 
there was, but not of hearing the word of God; for Elitha 
had the fons of the prophets fitting before him to hear his wift-_ 
dom, who were taught, that they might teach others. Two 
inftances we have here of the care he took about their meat ; 
Chrift twice fed thofe whom he preached to. Elifha was in 
the more care about it now becaufe of the dearth, that the: 
fons of the prophets might not be afhamed in this evil time, 
but even im the days of famine might be fatisfied, Pil. xxxvii.- 
19. @ 

1. He made hurtful food to hecome fafe ard wholefome. 

iff, On the leéture-day, the fons of the prophets. being. all 
to attend, he ordered his fervant to provide food for their -bo- 
dies, while he was breaking to them the bread of life for their 
fouls. Whether there was any flefh-meat for them, doth not 
appear; he orders only that pottage fhould be feethed for them 
of herbs, ver. 38. . The fons of the prophets fhould be ex- 
amples of temperance and mortification, not. defirous of dain- 
ties, but content with plain food. . Tf they have neither favoury 
meats, nor fweet-meats, nay, ifa mefs of pottage be all the 
dinner, let them remember this great prophet dined himfelf and” 


a 


“his guefts no better. 


2dly, One of the fervitors that was-fent to gather herbs, . 
(which, it fhould feem,. mutt ferve in{tead of fleth for the pot- 
tage), by miltake, brought in that which was noxious, or at 
leaft very naufeous, and fhred it into the pottage,. wild gourds: 
they are called, ver. 39. Some think it was cologuintida, an. 
herb that purgeth ftrongly,. and if not qualified, is dangerous... 
The fons of the prophets, it feems, were better {killed in divi- 
nity than in natural philofophy, and read their Bibles more 
than their herbals. If any of the fruits of the earth be hurts’ 
ful, we mutt look upon it as an effed of the curfe, Thorns and” 
thiftles fhall it bring forth unto thee ; for the original blefling. 


_ made all good. 


3dly, The guefts complained to Elifha of the unwholefome.. 
ne{s of their food. Nature has given man the fenfe.of talting, . 
not only that wholefome food may be pleafant, but that that 
which is unwholefome may be difcovered before it comes to» 
the ftomach :. The mouth tries meat by tafting it, Job xii, 11. 
This pottage was foon-found, by the tafte of it, to be danger- 
ous, fo that they cried out, There is death inthe poly Ver. 40. 
The table oft becomes a fnare, and that which fhould be for 
our welfare proves a trap, which is a good reafon why we 


-fhould not feed ourfelves without fears When we are recels 


ving the fupports and camforts of life, we mutt keep up anex- | 
pectation of death, and a fegr of fine : 
Athlys. 


A. famine of bread) * ' 
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4th/y, Elitha prefently cured the ill tafte, and prevented the 
ill confequences of this unwholefome pottage: As before he 
had: healed the bitter waters with falt, fo now the bitter broth 
by meal, ver. 41. It is likely there was meal in it before ; 
but that was put in by a common hand only, to thicken the 
pottage, this was the fame thing, but caft in by Elifha’s hand, 
and with intent to heal the pottage ; by which it appears, that 
the change was not owing to the meal, (that was the fign on- 
dy, not the means), but to the divine power. Now all was well, 
not only ao death, but no harm in the pot. We mutt acknow- 
Jedge God’s goodnefs in making our food wholefome and 
nourifhing: Zam the Lord that healeth thee. 

2. He made a little food to go a great way. 

1ff, Elitha had a prefent brought him of twenty barley-loaves, 
and fome ears of corn, ver. 42.: A prefent which in thofe 
ages would not be defpicable at any time, but now in a fpecial 
‘manner valuable, when there was a dearth in the land.—lIt is 
faid to be of the firft-fruits, which was God’s. due out of their 
increafe : and when the priefts and Levites were all at Jerufa- 
lem, out of their reach, the religious people among them, with 
good reafon, looked upon the prophets as. God’s receivers, and 
brought their firft-fruits to them, which helped to maintain 
their {chools. 
 adly, Having freely received, he freely gave, ordering it all 
to be fet before the fons of the prophets, referving none for 
hhimfelf, none for hereafter: Let the morrow take thought for 
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the things of iifelf ; give it all to the people, that they may eat. 


It well becomes the men of God to. be generous. and. open- 
handed, and the fathers of the 
fons of the prophets. 

3dly, Though the loaves were little, it is likely no more than 
‘what one man would ordinarily eat at a meal, yet with twenty 


prophets to be liberal to the 


‘of them he filled a hundred men, ver. 43, 44. His| fervant — 


thought to fet fo little meat before fo many men, was but. to 
tantalize them, and fhame his mafter for making fo great an 


invitation to fuch fhort commons ; but he in\God’s name pro- ; 
nounced it a full meal for them, and. fo it proved: They did 
eat, and left thereof ; not becaufe their ftomachs failed them, — 


but becaufe the bread increafed in the eating. - God has pro- 


amifed his church, Pfal. cxxxii. 15. that Se will abundantly ble/s 


her provifion, and fatisfy her poor with bread: for whom he 
feeds, he fills ; and what he bleffeth comes to much, as what 
he blows upon comes to little, Hag. i, 9.—-Chrift’s feeding 


his hearers was a miracle far beyond this 5 but both, teach us, — 


that thofe who wait upon God in the way of duty, may hope 


‘to be both protected and fupplied by a particular care of divine 
providence. re ai ' 
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Two more of Elifha’s miracles are recorded in this chapter. 


I. The cleanfing of Naaman, a Syrian, a firanger, from 


his leprofy 3 and there, (1.) The badne/s of bis café, ver. 
3. .(2.) The providences that brought him to El:/ba, the 
intelligence given him by a captive maid, vet. 2,—4: A 


letter from the king of Syria to the bing of Lrael to intro- © 


duce bin, ver. 5,—4. © And the invitation. Elifba Sent 
bim, ver. 8. (3.) The method ‘preferibed for his cure; 
bis fubmiffion, with much ado, io that methnd, and his 
eure thereby, ver. 9,—14. | (4.) The (grateful acknow- 
devigement he made bo Elifhahereupon, ver. 1 55—~-1Q., di. 
The fining of Gehazi bis own Servant, with that lepra- 
Sy. (1-) Gebai’s Jini, which were belying his mafler to 
Naaman, ver. 20,—24.5 and Tying ta bry? mafler when he 
examined bim, ver. 25. (2.) Hrs punifhment for this fin; 
Naaman’s leprofy saias entailed on bis family, ver. 26, 27. 
And of Naaman’s cure was typical of the calling of the 


ne 


Of his lepfoly ? wherefore: confider, I pray pe 
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Gentiles, as our Saviour feems to make 1t, Luke iv. 27.5 
Gehazi's firoke may be looked upon as typical of the blind. 
ing and rejecling of the Jews, who envied ,God?s grace 
to the Gentiles, as Gebaxi envied Elifha’s favour to Na~ 


aman, 


OW Naaman captain of the hoft of the 
“king of Syria, was a great man with his 
mafter, and honourable, becaufe by him the 
Lorp had given deliverance unto Syria: he 
was alfo a mighty,man in valour, but be was a, 
leper. 2 And the Syrians had gonevsout by 
companies;"and had brought away captive out | 
of the land of Ifrael a little maid, and fhe wait- 
ed on Naaman’s wife. 3 And fhe faid unto 
her miftrefs, Would God my lord were. with E 
the prophet that 7s in Samaria: for he would - 
recover~him of his*teprofy? 4 And one went 
in, and told his lord faying, Thus and thus _ 
faid the maid that is of the land of Ifrael. & ~ 
And.the king of Syria faid, Go to, go, and I 
will fend a letter unto-the king of Ifrael. And — 
he departed, and took with him ten talents of — 
filver, and fix thoufand pieces of gold, and’ ten — 
changes of raiment...6 And he,..brought the 
letter to the king of Ifrael, faying, Now when — 
this letter is come unto thee, behold, 1 have 
therewith fent Naaman my fervant to thee, 
that thou mayeft recover him of his leprofy.” - 
And it came to pafs when the king of Ifrael hat 
read,the letter, that» he rent his. clothes, and © 
faid, 4m 1 God, to’kill and to make alive, that, | 


A 
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this mari’ doth fend unto me to recover a : 
and fee how he feeketh a. quarrel againft me. — 
8.4 “And itswas /oy when Elitha the man of God _ 
had heard that the king of Iftael Had rent his — 
clothes, that he fent to the king, faying, Where 
fore haft thou rent thy clothes? let him come 
how tome, and-he ihall know that there is a 


prophet in-Hrael, se : 


2 SESS CSE Ee a it) BEC GRE ae Se 
Our Saviour’s miracles were intended for the loft theep o 

the boule of Ifrael 5 yet one, like a crumb, fell fiom the t: 
toa woman of Canaan, fo thisjone, miracle Elitha wrought 
Naaman, a Syrians, for God doh good to,all, and will haw 
all, mento bedayed., Herets,  jcsuosg cur. 

_ 1, The great affliction Naaman was. under in the. m 
all his honours, ver. 1, He was a. great man, in a great plac 
not only rich and raifed, but. particularly happy for two things? 
(t+), That he had been very ferviceable to his cow 
jade bim fo; by him the Tord had oft,,given 
S yulay fuccefs in their wars even with Irael.—T 
tion, and profperity ‘even of thofe that do not. know 
ferye him, mult be afcribed to SUP ial de te helo 
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ee but efpecially of then hat 


Rie We ee fees? 
that when the, Syn ans, prevailed, i fr 
| ‘That he was very acceptable to h nC 
and prime misiler of flate 5 fo great, was 
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_ nourable, and a mighty man of valeurs but he was a leper, 
was under that loathfome difeafe, which made him a burden 
to himfelf Note, [1.] No man’s greatnefs, or honour, or in- 
tereft, valour, or vidtory, can fet him out.of the reach of the 
forelt calamities of human life. There is many a fickly crazy 
body under rich and gay clothing. [2.] Every man has 
fome éu¢ or other ia his charaéter, fomething that blemifheth 
, and diminifheth him, fome allay to his grandeur, fome damp 
to his joy: very happy, very good : yet in fomething or other 
not fo good as he fhould be, nor fo happy as he would be. 
Naaman was as great as the world could make him, and yet 
(as Bifhop Hall exprefleth it) the bafeft flave in Syria would 
not change fkins with him. : Bee 
2. The notice that was given him of Elitha’s power by a 
little maid that waited on his lady, ver. 2, 3. This maid was 
by birth an Ifraelite, providentially carried captive into Syria, 
and there preferred into Naaman’s family, where fhe publifheth 
Elitha’s fame, to the honour of Iftael and Ifrael’¢ God. The 
unhappy difperfing of the people of God, hath fometimes pro- 
ved the happy occafion of the diffafion of the knowledge of 
- God, Ads vii. 4. is little maid, (1.) As became a tiue- 
born Ifraelite, confulted the honour of her country ; could give 


an account, though but a girl, of the famous prophet they had. 


among them. Children fhould betimes acquaint themfelves 
with the wondrous works of God, that wherever they go, they 
may have them to talk of. ‘See Pfal, viii, 2. (2.) As. be- 
_ came a good feryant, the defired the health and welfare of her 
mafter, though fhe was a captive, a fervant by force; much 


more fhould feryants of choice feek their maftér’s good. The 


_ Jews in Babylon were to feek the peace of the land of their 
Captivity, Jer, xxix. 7.—Elitha had not cleanfed any lepers in 
Urael, (Luke iy. 24.); yet this little maid, from the other mi- 
racles he had wrought, infers, that he could cure her matter ; 
,and from, his common beneficence infers, that he would do it, 
though he was a Syrian. - Servants may be bleffings to the fa- 
milies where they are, by telling what they know of the: glory 
of God, and the honour of his prophets. ° 
_- 3, The application which the king of Syria hereupon made 
to the king of Ifrael on Naaman’s behalf.” Naaman took no. 
tice of the intelligence, though given by a fimple maid, and did 
not defpife it for the fake of her meannefs; when it tended to 
his bodily health. He didnot fay, the girl talks like a fool ; 


‘how. can any prophet of Ifrael do that for me, which all the - 


phyficians of Syria have attempted in vain? Though he neither 
loved nor honoured the Jewith nation, yet if one of that nation 


can but cure him of his leprofy, he will be his humble fervant. | 


—O that they who are fpiritually difeafed, would hearken 
thus readily to the tidings brought them of the great phyfician ? 
_ See what Naaman did upon this little hint. (1.) He would 
not fend for the prophet to come to him: but fuch honour he 
‘would pay to one that had fo much of a divine power with him 
as tobe able to cure difeafes, that he would go to him himfelf, 
though he himfelf was fickly, unfit for fociety, the journey long, 
and into an enemy’s country. Princes, he thinks, muft ftoop 
to prophets when they need them. (2.) He would not go 
incoynito and.in difguife,*though his errand proclaimed his loath- 
fome difeafe ; but went in ftate, and with a great retinue, to 
do the more honour to the prophet. (3.) He would not g0 
empty-handed, but took with him gold, and filver, and raiment, 
to prefent to his phyfician. Thofe that have wealth, and want 


health; thew which they reckon the more valuable blefling. | 


What will they not give for eafe, and ftrength, and foundnefs of — 


body? (4.) He would not go without a letter to the king of 
Ifrael from the king his mafter, who did himflf earneltly de- 
fire his recovery. He knows not where in Samaria to find 


his wopder-working prophet, but takes it for granted the king 
} i VoL. i ; 


ihe Hoe Noo & 


knows where to find him; and to engage the prophet to do 
his urmoft for Naaman, he {hall come to him fupported with 
the intereft of two kings. — Tf the king of Syria mutt intreat 
his help, he hopes the king of Ifrael, being his liege-lord, may 
command it. The gifts of the fubje& mutt all be (he thinks) 
for the fervice and honour of the prince, and therefore defires 
the king, that he would recower ihe leper, ver. 6. taking it for 
granted, there was a greater intimacy between the king and the 
prophet than really there was. 

4- The alarm this gave to the king of Ifrael, ver. 7. ‘He 
apprehended there was in this letter, ((.) A great affront up= 


,on God ; ‘and therefore he rent his clothes, according to the 


cuftom of the Jews, when they heard or read that-which they 
thought blafphemous? and what lefs could it be, ‘than to attri- 
bute to him a divine power? 4m I a God, to kill whom Twill 
and make alive whom I will? No, I pretend not to fuch an 
authority. Nebuchadnézzar did, as we find, Dan’ y. 19. 4m 
1 a God, to kill with a word, and make alive with a word? 
No, I pretend not to fuch a power. Thus this great man, 
this bad man, is made to own that he is but a man. Wh 

did he not with this confideration correct himfelf for his ido- 
latry, and reafon thus? Shall I -worthip thofe as gods, that can 
neither kill nor make alive? can do neither Sood nor evil? (2.) 
An ill defign upon himfelf. | He appeals to thofe about him 
for this: See how he Jeeketh a quarrel againf?i me. He requires 
me to recover the leper; and if L do not, though I cannot, 


he will make that a pretence to Wage war with me; which he , 


~ 


fufpects the rather, becaufe Naaman was his general. Hadhe — 


rightly underftood the meaning of the Jeter, that when the 
king wrote to him to recover the leper, he meant, that he 
would take care he might be recovered, he had not been in 
this fright.—Note, We often create a great deal of uneafinefs 
to ourfelves, by mifinterpreting the words and actions of others 
that are well intended. It is charity to ourfelves to think no 
evil.—If he had bethought himfelf of Elifha, and his power, 
he would eafily have underftood the letter, and have known 
what he had to do; but he is put into this confufion, by mak- 
ing himfelf a ftranger to the prophet.. The captive maid had 
him more in her thoughts than the king had. 

5. The proffer which Elifha made of liis fervice. He was 
willing to do any thing to make his prince eafy, though he 


| Was neglected, and his former good fervices forgotten by him. 


Hearing on what occafion the king had rent his clothes, he 
fent to him, to let him know, that if his patient would come 
to him, he fhould not lofe his labour : ver. 8. He Jeall know 
that there is a prophet in Ifrael; and it were fad with Iftael | 
if there were not; that there is a prophet in Ifrael, who can 


do that which the king of Ifrael dares not attempt, which the — 


prophets of Syria cannot pretend to. It was not for his own- 
honour, but for the honour of God, that he coveted to make 
them all know, that there is a prophet in 4/rael, though obfcure 
and overlooked. Pics, 


9 So Naaman came with his horfes, and 
with his chariot, and flood at the door of the 
houfe of Elifha. 10 And Elita fent a meffen- 
ger unto him, faying, Go and wath in Jordan 
feven times, and thy fleth fhall come again un- 
to thee, and thou fhalt be clean, 11 But Na- 
aman was wroth, and went away, and. faid, 
Behold, 1 thought, He will furely come out to 
me, and ftand, and call on the name of the 


Lorp his God, and ftrike his hand over the 
' place, and recover the leper. 12 dre not A- 


Pia tet “bana 
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bana and Pharpar, rivers of Damafcus, better 
than all the waters of Ifrael? may I not wafh 
in them, and be clean? So he turned, and went 
away ina rage. 13 And his fervants came 
near, anddpake unto him, and faid, My father, 
af the prophet had bid thee do /ome great thing, 
wouldft thou not have done i¢? how much ra 
ther then, when he faith to thee, Wath and be 
clean? 14 Then went he down, and dipped 
himfelf feven times in Jordan, according to the 
faying of the man of God: and his flefh came 
again like unto the fleth of a little child, and he 
‘was clean. 


We have here the cure of Naaman’s leprofy. 
r. The fhort and plain direétion which the prophet pave 
him, with aflurance offuccefs. Naaman defigned to do ho- 
nour to Elifha, when he came in his chariot, and with all his 
retinue to Elifha’s door, ver. 4. ‘They that fhewed little re- 
fpect to prophets at other tines, when they needed them, were 
very complaifant to them ; he attended at Elitha’s door as a 
beggar for an alms. ‘They that would be cleanfed from their 


' fpiritual leprofy, muft wait at wi/dom’s gate, and watch at the 


pos of her doors. Naaman expected to have his compliment 


returned, but Elifha gave him his anfwer without any formali- || 
ty; would not go to the door to him, left he fhould feem too |_ 


much pleafed with the honour done him, but fent a meflage to 


him, bidding him Go wajfh in Fordan feven times, and promif: | 


ing him, that if he did fo, his difeafe fhould be cured. The 
promife was very exprefs, Thou /halt be clean. 
_ prefcribed was plain, Go wa/b in Fordan. ‘This was not in- 


_ tended as any means of the cure; though cold bathing is re- 


commended by many as a very wholefome thing, yet fome | 


think i the cafe of a leprofy it was rather hurtful ; but it was 
intended as a fign of the cure, and a trial of his obedience. 
They that will be helped of God, muft’do as they are bidden. 
~— But why. did Eliha fend a meffenger to him with thefe di- 


rections ? (1: ) Becaufe he was-retired at ‘this time for devo- | 


tion, was intent upon his prayers for the cure, and would not 


be diverted; or, (2.) Becaufe he knew Naaman to be a proud | 
man, and he would Jet him know, that, before the great God, | 


all men ftand upon the fame level. . 

2. Naaman’s difeuft at the method 
was not what he expected. Two things difgufted him. (1.) 
‘That Elitha, as he thought, put a flight upon his perfon, in 
fending him orders’ by ‘a fervant, and not coming to him him- 
felf, ver. 11. Being big with the expectations of a cure, he 


had: been fancying how this cure would be wrought, and the | 
. {cheme he had Jaid was this, He will furely come out to me, 


that is the leaft he.can do to me, a peer of Syria, to me, that 
am come to him in all this ftate, to me, that have fo often 


been victorious over Ifrael; he will fland, and call on the - 


name-of bis God, and name me i hisiprayer, and then he will 
qave his hand over the place, and {o effeg&t the cure: and be- 
 caufe the thing is not done juft thus, he falls into a paffion ; 
forgetting, [1.] That he was.a leper, and the law of Moles, 

- which Elifha would religioufly obferve, fhut thofe out from fo- 
ciety; @ leper, and therefore ought nat to. infift-upon the punc- 
tilios of honovr.. Note, Many. have, hearts: unhumbled. under 


‘humbling providences, See Numb... xi. 14. [2.J ‘Chat. he - Fe 


- was a petitioner fuing for a favour which he could not demand, 
and beggars muft not be chufers, patients mult not prefcribe 
to their phyficians See in Naaman the folly of pride. A 


pa 


The method | 


| with contempt on the dictates and preferiptic 


prefcribed, becaufe it : 


him, ‘They had conceived a great opinion of the: prophet, (have 


he 
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| cure will not’content him, unlefs he be cured with ceremony, 
} with a great deal of pomp and parade. He {corns to be heal. | 


ed, unlefs he be humoured.. (1.)’That Elitha, as he thought, 
put a flight upon his country. He took it heinovfly that he» 
muft be fent to wafh in Jordan, a river of Ifrael, when he 
thought bana and Pharpar, rivers of Damafcus, better than- 
all the waters of Ifrael. How magnificently doth he fpeak 
of thefe two rivers that watered Damafcus, which foon afier 


tered the Lord’s land, the holy land, and, in a miraculous 


dom, and to prefer their own fancies before 
ave for gablfbing their own righteoufne/s, wil 
righteoufnals of God, Rom. x. 3.0 0 
Aas Naaman talked himfelf into fuch a heat, (as. paffionate men _ 
ufe to do), that he turned away. from the prophet’s door, ma — 
rage, ready to. Sirear die outst never have any thing more t 
fay to Elitha: and who then would be the lofer ? Note, The 
that obferve lying vanities, forfake their own mercies, J yah: 
8. Proud men are the worlt enemies to themfelves, and fore- 
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ney that 
Jubmit to tha — 


clofe their own redemption. ——~ ca 
3. The modeft advice which his fervants gave hini, to ob- 
ferve the prophet’s prefcriptions, with an implicit reproof of his: a 
refentments, ver. 13. Though at other times they kept their 
_diftance, and now faw him ih’a paffion, yet knowitg: him 
be a man that would ‘hear ‘reafon, at’any time, and froma 


body, (a good character! of great men, and a very rare one 
they drew near, and made bold to argue the matter a little 


Yk pet 
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| Obferye, vf, is 
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-counfel which was no more difparagement to him, than that 
_ hehad intelligence of one that could cure him from his wife’s 
maid, ver. 2. Note, It isia great mercy to_have thofe about 
us, that will be free with us, and faithfully tell us of our faults 
and follies, though they be our inferiors. _Mafters mutt be wil- 
ling to hear reafon from their fervants, Job xxxi.12, 13. As 
we fhould be deaf to the counfel of the ungodly, though given 
_ by the moft. great and venerable names; fo we fhould have our 
‘far open to good advice, though brought us by thofe who are 
tauch below us. No matter who fpeaks it, if it be well faid. 
2dly, The reproof was very modeft and refpe@tfal. "They 
call him, Father; for feryants muff honour and obey their 
matters with a kind of filial affeGion. In giving reproof and 
counfel, we muft make it appear that it comés from love and 
true honour, and that we intend not reproach, but reformation, 
_ 3dly, It was very rational and confiderate. Ifthe rude and 
unthinking fervants had ftirred up their mafter’s angry refent- 
ments, and offered to revenge his quarrel upon the prophet, 
who. (he thought) affronted him, how ill had’the confequences 
been ? fire from heaven, fure dpon ‘them ‘all? But they, to our 
: ro furprifé, took the prophet’s part. Elifha, though, it is 
i 


ikely, he perceived how what he had faid Had put Naaman out 
"of humour, yet did not take care to pacify him} it was at his 
peril if he perfifted in his wrath : but his fervants are made ufe 

_ of by Providence to reduce him to temper. “They reafon with 
_him, (1.) From his earneft défire of a cure Wouldft thou not 
~ do axty thing? Note, When difeafe finners are come to this, that 
they are content to do any thing, to fubmit to any thing, to 
"part with any thing for a cure, then, and not till then, there 
ovine te be fome hopes of them. Then they will take Chritt 


on his own terms, when they are made willing to haye Chrift 
upon any terms. (2.) From the eafinefs of the method pre- | 


- Atribed ; it is but wafh and be clean, Sir, it is but trying, the 


_ experiment is cheap and eafy ;-it can do no hurt, but may do 
2 abe Note, The methods. prefcribed for the healing of the | 
eprofy of fin are fo plain, that we are utterly inexcuféable,’ if 
we do not obferve them, It is but believe and be faved, re-” 
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_ Pent and be pardoned, wafh and be clean. seh 
~ . 4. The cure effe@ted in the ule of the means prefcribed, 
_ ver. 14. Naaman, upon fecond thoughts, yielded to make’ the 
"experiment, yet, it fhould feem, with ne great faith ‘or refolu- 
_.tion; for whereas the prophet bid him wafh in Jordan feyen 
times, he did but dip himfelf fo many times, as lightly’ as he 
sould. However, God is pleafed fo far to hoaour bimfelf'and. 
his word, as to make that effectual. “His flefh 
the feo of a child, to bis. great furprife “slid” joy.” Phis" meni 
get by yielding to the will of God, by attending to his infti- 
tutions. His being cleanfed by wafhing, put‘an honour on 
the law for cleanfing lepers. God will magnify his word. a- 

pete al bis maine. ee? Sec . 
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-. t5 And-he returned ta the man of God, 
~hevand all. his» company, and.came, and ftood 
_ before him: ‘and*he faid }° Behold, now I know 
that there is neGod in all the earthy but’in I. 
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 tael; now, therefore, I pray thee, take 4 Dleffing 
_oftby fervant. 16 But he faid, 4s the Lorp 
~ liveth; before whom I ftand, I will receive nore. 
And’ He urged him to take. ir, but»he refufed. 
_ 17 And ‘Naaman faid, Shall there not thet, 1 
' pray thee, be given to thy fervant two mules 
_ burden ofiearth? for thy, fervant, will henceforth 
_ offer neither burnt-offering, nor facrifice unto 
~ other’ gods, “but’unto'the’ Lor. \’ 18 "liv this 
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that effectual. His fle/b came-again like 
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thing the Lorp pardon thy fervant, that when 
my mafter goeth into. the houfe of Rimmon to 
worthip there, and he leaneth on my hand, and” 
1 bow myfelf in the houfe of Rimmon: when I 
bow down myfelf in the houfe of Rimmon, the 
Lorp pardon thy fervant in this thing. 19 And 
he faid unto him, Go in peace. So he depart- 
ed from him a little way. 3 8 pages 


Of the ten lepers that our Saviour cleanfed, the only one 
that returned to give thanks was a Samaritan, Luke xyii. 16. 
This Syrian did fo, who here fpéaks himfelf, _ 

1. Convinced of the power of the God of Ifrael, not only 
that he is God, but that he is God alone, and that, indeed, 
there is no god in all the earth but in [fracl, ver. 15. A no- 
ble confeffion! but fuch as fpeaks the mifery of the Gentile 
world; for the nations that had many gods, really had no God, 
but were without God in the world. ‘He had fometimes 
thought the’ gods of Syria gods indeed, but now experience 
had reétified his miftake, and he knew Ffrael’s God was God 
alone, the Sovereign Lord of all. Had he feen other lépers 
‘Cleanfed, perhaps it had not convinced him, but the mercy of 
the cure affeéted himi more than-the miracle of it. Thofe are 
beft able to fpeak of the power of divine grace, who have them- 
felves experienced it. = : 

2. Grateful to’ Elifha his prophet ; therefore for his fake, 
‘whofe fervant thou aft, I have a prefent for thee, filver, and 
gold, arid raiment, whatever thou wilt pleafe to accept: He 
valued the cure, not by the eafinefs of it to the prophet, but 
the acceptablenels of it to himfelf, and would gladiy pay for it 
accordingly. But Elifha generoufly refufed the fee, though 
urged to accept it, and to prevent farther importunity, backed 
his réfufal with an oath, 4s the Lord liveth T will receive none, 

_ver, 16.3 not becaufé he did not need it, for he was poor e- 
-nough, and ‘knew what'to do with it, and how to beftow it a 
mong the fons of the prophets ; nor becaufe he thought it un- 
lawful, for‘he réceived prefents from othérs ; but he would not 
be beholden ‘to this Syrian, nor fhould he fay, J have made E- 
lifha rich, Gen. xiv. 23. It would be much for the honour 
of God to fhew this new convert, that the fervants of the God 
of Ifrael were taught to look upon the wealth of this world with 
a holy ‘contempt, which would confirm him in his belief, that 
‘there is no god but ih Ifpael.  See'i’ Cor .ix. 18. 2 Cor. xi. o.' 

-3- Profelyted to the worfhip of the God-of Tfrael. He 
will ‘ot only‘ offer 'a factifice’ to’ the Lord in thanks ’for his pre- 
fent curé, but he refolves he will never offer facrifice to any’o- 
ther gods, ver, "17. It was a happy cure of his leprofy, which 
cured him of ‘his idolatry;'‘a more dangerous difeafe. But here 
are two inftances' of his weaknefs and infirmity in his con- 
Verfione: =o 9 ? 

Y/?, In one inftance he over-did it, that he would not only 
worfhip the God of Tffael, but he~wonld have clods of earth 

out of the prophet’s garden; or at leaft of the prophet’s order- 


- ing him, to imake'un altar cf, ver 14. “He that a while agd 
~ had fpoken' Very flightly ofthe waters of T/rael, ver.12 now 


“Ts in another extreme, and overvalues‘the earth of Iffael} fap.. 
poting (fince God had appointed alars of earth, Exod. xx. 
) 


0 
ead an altar of that earth would be moft acceptable to” him, 


not confideting, that all he calBve the Lord’s, and the fulne/s 


“Per cof': “or, pertitps; thé tranfport‘of his’ «feion, and venera- 


tion, for the prophet; notonlltpon the account of his power, — 


but’ of his virtue and generofity; made bimy as’ we fay, love the 
very ground he went upon, and defire to have fome of it home 
. With him. The medern compliment, equivalent to this would 

bey Pray, Sir, "let nie have your piire,- 9" 
eh 4Ca2 2dly, 


4 
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_ 2dly, In another inftance he under-did it; that he referved 
himfelf a liberty to bow in the houfe of Rimmon, in complai- 


Jance to the king his mafter, and according to the duty of 


his place at court, ver. 18. in this thing he muaft be excu- 
fed. He owns he ought not to do-it, but that he cannot 
otherwife keep his place; protefts, his bowing is not, nor 
ever fhall be, as it had been, in honour to the idol,’ but only 
in honour to the king; and therefore he hopes God will 
forgive him. Perhaps, all things confidered, this might be 
excufable in Naaman, though not juftifiable: but as to us; I 
am fure, (1.) If, in covenanting with God, we make a referva- 
tion for any known fin, which we will continue to indulge our- 
felves in, that refervation is a defeafance of his covenant. We 
mutt caft away all our tranfgreffions, and not except any houfe 
of Rimmon. (2.) Though we are encouraged to pray for the 
remiflion of the fins we have committed, yet if we afk for a 
difpenfation to go on in any fin for the future, we mock God, 
and deceive ourfelves. (3.) Thofe that know not how to 


quit a place at court, when they cannot keep it without finning 


again{t God, and-wronging their confciences, do, not rightly 
value the divine favour. (4.) Thofe that truly hate evil, will 
make confcience of abftaining from all appearances of evil. 


_ The prophet, though he cannot approve his diflembling of his 


réligion, yet becaufe his promife to offer no facrifice to any 
god but the God of Ifrael only, was a great point gained with 
a Syrian, and by afking pardon in this matter, he fhewed fuch 
a degree of conviction and ingenuity, as gave hopes of im- 
provement, the prophet took fair leave of him, and bid him, 
Go in peace, ver. 19. Young converts muft be tenderly dealt 
with. 


20 | But Gehazi the fervant of Elitha the 


man of God faid, Behold, my matter hath {par- 
ed Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his 
hands that which he brought : but as the Lorp 
liveth, I will run after him, and take fomewhat 


of him. 21 So Gehazi followed after Naaman: 


and when Naaman faw him running after him, 
he lighted down frem the chariot to meet him, 
and faid, Js all well? 22 And he faid, All zs 
well: my mafter hath fent me, faying, Behold, 
even now there be come to me from mount E- 


phraim two young men of the fons of the pro- | 


phets: give them, I pray thee, a talent of fil- 
ver, and two changes of garments. 23 And 
Naaman faid, Be content, take two talents. 
And he urged him, and bound two talents of 
filver in two bags, with two changes of gar- 
ments, and laid them upon two of his fervants, 


and they bare them before him. 24 And when 


he came to the tower, he took them from their 
hand, and beftowed them in the houfe; and he 


let the men go, and they departed. 25 But | 


he went in, and ftood before his mafter: and 
Ei‘tha faid unto him, Whence comeft thou, Ge- 


hazi? And he faid, Thy fervant went no whi- 


ther. 26 And he faid unto him, Went not 


m:ne heart with thee, when the man turned a- 
gain from his chariot to meet thee? is 7¢ a time. 


to. receive money, and to receive garments, and 


A 
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| that was fickle, and did not know his own 


| dence of Naaman, but vpon Elitha’s fpirit of difcerning, as A. 
/nanias and Sapphira npon. the applies MRC cay 
He went in-and jtood before. his, mafter, rea 


’ really none more abufive to him; he thought as Ep 


; Chap. V. s 


olive-yards, and vine-yards, and fheep, and ox. 
en, and men-fervants, and maid-fervants? 27 . 
The leprofy therefore of Naaman fhall cleave © 
unto thee, and unto thy feed for ever. And — 
he went out from his prefence a leper as white 
as fnow. erates = 
Naaman, a Syrian, a courtier, a foldier, had many fervants, ~ 
and we read how wife and good they were, ver. 13. Elifha, 
a holy-prophet, a man of God, has but one fervant, and he — 
proves a bafe, lying, naughty fellow. ‘They that heard of E- 
lifha at a diftance, honoured him, and got good by what they 


heard; but he that ftood continually before him to hear his — 


wifdom, had no good impreflions made upon him either by his 
doétrine or miracles. One would expeét that Elifha’s fervant 
fhould be a faint; even Ahab’s fervant Obadiah was; but e- . 
ven Chrift himfelf had a Judas among his followers. The 
means of grace cannot give grace. The beft men, the beft 
minifters, have often had thofe about them that have been their 
grief and fhame, ‘THe nearer the church, the farther from. 
God. Many come from the eaft and weft to fit down with Mo 
braham, when the children of the kingdom fball be caft out. : 
Here is, 1. Gehazi’s fin. It was a complicated fin. 
1, The love of money, that root of all evil, was at the bot- 
tom of it. His mafter condemned Naaman’s treafures, but he _ 
coveted them, ver. 20. His heart (faith Bifhop Hall) was 
packedsup in Naaman’s chefts, and he muft-run after him to — 
fetch it. Multitudes, by coveting worldly wealth, have erred 
from the faith, and pierced themfelves with many forrows. : 
2dly, He blamed his matter for refufing Naaman’s prefent, . 
condemned him as foolifh, in not taking gold when he might 
have it, envied and grudged at his kindnefs and_ generofity to 
this ftranger, though it was for the good of his foul. In fhort, — 
he thinks himfelf wifer than his mafter. Ss 
3dly, When Naaman, like a gentleman, lighted from his 
chariot to meet him, ver. 21. he told him a deliberate lie, that _ 


' his mafter fent him to him; .and fo ‘he received that courtefy__ 


to himfelf, which Naaman intended to his matter. wes 
4thly, He abufed his mMter, and bafely mifreprefented him _ 
to Naaman, as one that had foon repented- of his generofity, 
mind, that would — 
fay and unfay, fwear and unfwear, that would not do an ho. 
nourable thing, but he muft prefently undo it again. His fto- 
ry of the two fons of the prophets was as filly as it was falfe. _ 
If he would have begged a token for two yo 1g {cholars, fure- 
lefs than a talent of filver might ferve them. Sok pte 
_ Sthly, There was danger of his alienating Naaman from _ 
that holy religion which he had efpoufed, and leflening his 3 
good opinion of it. He would be ready to fay as Paul’s e- 
nemies fuggefted concerning him, 2 Cor. xii. 16,17. that E- 
lifha himfelf did not burden him, yet; being crafty, he caught — 
them with guile, fending thofe that made a gain of him. We 
hope he underftood afterwards, that Elitha’s hand was not in 


it, and that Gehazi was forced to reftore what-he had unjuft. 


ly got, elfe it might have driven him to his tdols again. nat: 
_ 6thly, His feeking to conceal what he had ‘unjuftly got, add- 
ed much to his fin. (1.) He hid it, as Achan did his gain 
by facrilege, in the tower, a fecret place, a {trong place, till. 
he had an opportunity of laying it out, ver. 24: Now h 
thought himfelf fure of it, and applauded his own management _ 
of a fraud, by which he had impofed not only upon the pru- 4 
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orders ; none looked more obfervant of h 
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become rich but they ball find no iniquity in me, Hol. xia 8. 
‘His matter afked him, whence he had been? No where, Sir, 
(faith he), out of the houfe, Note, One lie commonly be- 
gets another. The way of that fin is downhill; therefore 
dare to be true. Be 

2. The punifhment of this fin. _ Elitha prefently called him 
to an account for it; and obferve, 


tft, How he was convisted. He thought to impofe upon ~ 


the prophet ; but was foon given to underftand, that the Spirit 
of prophecy could not be deceived, and that it was in vain to 
lie to the Holy Ghoft. Elifha could tell him, (1.) What he 


had done, though he had denied it. \ "Thou! fayelt thou wenteft” 


no whither, but went not my heart with thee? ver. 26. Was 
Gehazi yet to learn, that prophéts had {pirtual‘eyes? or could 
he think to hide any thing from a feet, from him with whom 
the fecret of the Lord was. Note, ‘It is'folly to prefume tipon 
fin} in hopes of fecrecy. When thou goeft afide ibto any by: 
path, doth not thy own eonfcience'go with thee?’ Doth not the 
eye of God go with thee? He that covel's his fin /hall' nit pro- 
Jper 3 particularly, a Jying tongue is but for a, moment, Prov. xii. 
19. ‘Truth will out, and often comes to light ftrangely, to the 


confufion of thofe that make lies their ‘refuge. “(2.) What he= 


defigned, though he kept that in‘his‘own Breatt: He could 
tell him the very thoughts and intents of his ‘heart, that he was 
projecting, now he had got thefe two talents, to parchafe ground 
and cattle, to leave Elifha’s fervice, and to fet up for himfelf. 
Néte, All the foolifh hopes ahd contrivances of carnal world- 
lings are open before God. ~ And he tells him alfo the evil of 


it: Is it a time to receive money? 1s this an opportunity of en- | 
riching thyfelf?. Could{t thou find no better a way of gettitig’ 


money, than by belying thy matter, and laying a ftumbling-block 
before a.young convert? Note, ‘Ihofe that‘ are for getting 
wealth at any time, and by any ways and means whatfoever, 
right or wrong, lay themfelves open to a great deal of tempta- 
tion. They that will be rich (per fas per nefas; rem, rem, 
guocunque modo rem) drown themfelves in deftruction and perdi- 
tion, . Tim. vi. 9. War, and fire, and plague,‘and fhipwreck, 
are not, as many make them, times'to get money by. It is not 
‘a time to increafe our wealth, when we cannot do it but in fuch 
‘ways as are difhonourable to God and religion, or injurious to 
our brethren, or the public. re Ge tege 

. 2dly, How-he was punithed for it. The leprofy of Naaman 
fhall cleave to thee, ver. 27. _\f he will have his money, he 
‘fhall take his difeafe with it, ¢ranfit cum onere. He was con- 
triving to entail lands upon his pofterity, but inftead of them, 
entails a lothfome difeafe'on the heirs of his body, from gene- 
ration to generation. The fentence was immediately executed 


on himfelf: : no fooner faid than done, he went out from his pre- - 
fence, a leper, as white as fnow. Thus he is ftigmatized and — 


made infamous, and carries the mark of his fhame wherever he 
goes. Thus he loads himfelf and family with a curfe, which 
fhall not only for thé prefent proclaim his villany, but for ever 
perpetuate the remembrance of it. Note, The getting of trea 
fures by a lying tongue is a vanity toffed to and fro of them that 
feck death, Prov. xxi. 6. 'Thofe who get wealth by fraud and 
injuftice, cannot expe either the comfort or the continuance 
of it, What was Gehazi profited, though he gained his two 
talents, when thereby he loft his health, his honour, his peace, 
Ais fervice, and, if repentance prevented not, his foul for ever? 


See Job xx. 12, ec. i Sabets 
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In this. chapter we have, 1, A further account of the wondrous 
et ee Ps 25 f a" ¢ , 


aa 


works of Elifha. (1.) |His making iron to /wim, ver. 1,— 


wap. 


-  (2.) His difelofing to the ‘king of Lfrael the fecret coun- 
fas of the-king of Syria, vex. 8,—12. ( 3.) His faving him- 


- 


N 


4thly, They were induftrious men, and willing to take pains,.. 


é 
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Self out of the hands af thofe wha were fent-to apprebend him» 
ver, 13,—~23. IL. The befeging of Samaria bythe Syrians, 
and the great diftrefs the city was reduced to, ver. 24,—33. 
The relief of it is another of the wonders wrought by Elifoa’s 
word, which we hall have the flory of in ‘the next chapter. 
Elifha is fill a great bleffing both to church and flate, bot te 
the fons of the prophets, and to his prince. 
ND the fons of the prophets faid unto Eli- 
fha, Behold now the place where we 
dwell with thee is too {trait for us. 2 Let us go; 
we pray thee, unto Jordan, and take thence e- 


very mana beam, and let us make us a place. 


there wheré we may dwell. And he anfwered, 
Go ye. 3 And one faid, Be content, I pray thee, 
and go with thy fervants. And he anfwered, I 
‘will go. 4 So he went-with them. And when 
they came to’ Jordan, they cut down wood. § 
But as one was felling a beam, the ax-head fell 
imto the water: and he cried, and faid, Alas, 
matter, for it was borrowed. 6 And the man of 
God faid, Where fell it? -And he fhewed him 
the place. And he cut dowma ftick, and caft 
it in thither, and the iron did fwim. 7 There- 
fore faid he, Take zt up to thee. And he put 
out his hand, and took its eee we 
Several things may be obferved here. 
1, Concerning the fons of the prophets, and their condition: 
and charaéter. The college here {poken of feems to be that: 
at Gilgal; for there Elifha was, chap iv. 38. and it was near. 


Jordan ; and probably wherever Elifha refided, as many as 
could of the fons of the prophets flocked to him for the advan- 


_ tage. of his inftruétions, counfels, and prayers. Every one_ 


would covet to dwell with him, and be near him. ‘Thofe that: 

would be teachers, fhould lay out themfelves to'get the beft ad- 

vantages for learning. Now, obferve, fates 
1ft, Their number increafed, fo that they wanted toom. Tha 


place is too firait for us, ver, 1. A good hearing! for it isa. - 
fign many are added to them. Elifha’s miracles, doubtlefs,; 


drew in many ; perhaps they increafed the more now Gehazt: 


_ was cafhiered, and, it is likely, an honefter man put in his room, , 


to take care of their provifions, for it fhould feem by that in-’ 
ftance, chap. iv.. 23. that Naaman’s cafe. was-not the. only oner 
in which he grudged his matfter’s generofity. - 2 

2dly, They were humble men, and did not affe& that which. 
was gay, or great. When they wanted room, they did not. 


| fpeak of fending for cedars, and marble ftones, and curious ar-- 


tificers; but only of getting every man.a beam, to run up fome. 
forry hut or cottage with. It becomes the fons of the pro- 
phets, who profefs to look for great things in ‘the other world,., 
to be content with mean things in this. : : 

3dly, They. were poor.men, and men that had ino intereft in~ 
great ones.. It-was a.fign Joram was king, and Jezebel ruled 
too, elfe the fons of. the prophets, when they wanted room,, 
needed. only to apply themfelves. to. the government, not to- 
have confulted among themfelves about. the enlargement of their: 


_buildings.. God's prophets have feldom been, the world’s fa-- 


yourites.. ~ Nay, fo. poor. were they, that. they. had-not»where-~ 


" witbal to hire workimen, but muft leave’ their {tudies, and. work: 


for themfelyes ; no, nor to buy tools, but muft borrow of theirs 
neighbours. Poverty then is no bar to, prophecy. 


a 


: 
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defired not to live like idle drones, (idle monks I might have 
faid), upon the labours of others, but only defired leave of their 
prefident to work for themfelves. As the fons of the prophets 


mult not be fo taken up with contemplation, as to render them- . 


felves unfit for actions fo much lefs mutt they indulge .them- 
felves in their eafe, as to be averfe to labour.—He that muft 
eat or die, muft work or ftarye, 2 Theff. iii. 8, 10. Let no 
man think an honeft employment either a burden or a difpa- 
tagement. 
sthly, ‘They were men that hada gieat value and veration 
‘ for Elitha: Though they were themfelves prophets, 
amighty deference to him. (1.) They would not go about 
to build at all without his leave, ver. 2. At is good for us all 
to be fufpicious of our own judgment, even when we think. we 
have moft reafon for it; and to be defirous of the advice of 
*thofe who are wifer and more experienced ; and it is efpecial- 
ly commendable in the fons of the prophets, to take their fa- 
thers along with them, and to aé in all things of moment tne 
‘der their conduct, permiffu Juperiorem. (2.) They would not 
willingly go fell timber without his company: Go with thy fer- 
“wants, ver. 3.3 not only to advife us in any eXigence, but to 
keep good order ‘among us, that, being under thine eye, we 
may carry ourfelves as becomes us. Good difciples defire to 
be always under good difcipline. a : 
_, Sthly, They were honeft men, and men that were in care to 
give all men their own, When one of them accidentally fetch- 
ing too fierce a ftroke, (as thofe that work feldom, are apt to 
be violent) threw off his ax-head-into the water, he did not 
fay it was a mifchance, and who can help it? it was the fault 
of the helve, and the owner deferves to {land to the lofs ; but 
cries out witha mighty concern, d/as, mafter, for it was bor- 
rowed, ver. 5. Had the ax been his own, it would only have 
troubled him, that he could not be farther ferviceable to his 


~ brethren; but now, befides that, it troubles him that he cannot: - 


be juft to the owner, to whom he ought to be not only jut, 
-but grateful. . Note, We ought to be as careful of that which 
is borrowed, as of that which is our own, that it receive no da- 
-omage, becaufe we mutt love our neighbour as ourfelyes, and do 
-as we would be done by. It is likely this prophet was poor, 
and had not wherewithal to pay for the ax, which made the 
~lofs of it fo much the greater trouble. To thofe that bear an 
honeft mind, the foreft grievance of poverty is not fo much 


“their own want and difgrace, as their being by it rendered un- - 


able to pay their jut debts. : ee 
2. Concerning the father of the prophets, Elitha. 
uh That he was a man of great condefcenfion and com- 
‘pailion: He went with the fons of the prophets to the woods 


‘when they defired his-company, ver. 3. Let no‘man, efpeci- 
ally no minifter, think himfelf too great to ftoop to do good, 
but be tender to all. Le ; Ae 
_, 2dly, That he was a man of great power: He could make 
iron to fwim, contrary to its nature, ver. 6. for the God of na- 
ture is not tied up to its laws. He did not throw the helve 
after the hatchet, but cut down a new ftick, and catt it into 
the river. \\’e need not double the miracle, by fuppofing, that 
the ftick funk to fetch up the iron ; it was enough that it was 
a fignal of the divine fummons to the iron to rife. God?s grace 
can thus raife the {tony iron heart, which is funk into the mud 


of this world,.and raife up affections naturally earthly to things | 


~ sabove. 


Ha se 


Sin q Then the king of Syria warred againtt 


~Ifrael, and took countel with his fervants,. fay- 
ing, In fuch.and fuch 


\ 
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they paid 


him, faying, Behold, be is in Dothan, 7 


a place fall be my camp, 
- 9 And the man of God fent unto the king of 


vd 


Ifrael, faying, Beware that thou pafs not fuch a 
place; for thither the Syrians are conie down. 
“to And the king of Ifrael fent to the place 
which the man of God told him, and warmed 
him of, and faved himfelf there, not once nor 
twice. 11 Therefore the heart of the king of 
Syria was fore troubled for this thing, and he 
called his {ervants and faid unto them, Will ye 


not thew me which of ‘us 7s for the king of If 


rael? And one of his fervants faid, None, my 
lord, O king: but Elitha the prophet, that zs in 
Ifrael, telleth the king of Ifrael, the words that 


thou fpeakeft in thy bed-chamber. 


Here we have Elitha, with his {pirit of prophecy, ferving 
the king, as before helping the fons of the prophets; for that, 
as other. gifts, is given to every man to profit withal ; and what- 
ever abilities any man has of doing good, he is by them made a 
debtor both to the wife and unwife. : Obferve, here, boa = 

1. How the king of Ifrael was informed by Elitha of all the 
defigns and motions of his enemy, the king of Syria, more efz 

. fe€tually than he could have been by the moft vigilant and 

* faithful fpies. If the king of Syria, in a fecret council of war, 

determined in what place to make an inroad upon the coafts of 

Tfrael, where he thought it would be the greateft furprife, and 

they would be’ leaft able to make refiftance,. before his forces 

could receive his orders ; the king of Ifiael had notice of them 


from Elifha, and fo had opportunity of preventing the mifchief; 
and this many a time, ver. 8,—10.. See here, (1.) That the — 
enemies of God’s [frael are politic in their devices, and reft- 
lefs in their attempts againft him: They fall not know, nor fee, 
till we. come in the mid among them, and flay them, Neh. iv. 
‘II. -(2.) All thofe devices. are known to. God,. even thofe. 
that are deepeft laid. ~He knows not only what men do, but - 
what they defign, and has many ways of countermining them, — 
(3.) It is a great advantage to us to be warned of our danger, — 
that we may ftand upon our. guard againft it. The work of 
God’s ‘prophets is to give us warning. if being ‘warned, we 
do not fave ourfélves, it is. our own fault, and our blood will 
be upon cur own head. The king of Ifrael would regard the 
warnings Elifha gave him of his danger by the Syrians, but not 
the warnings he gave him of his danger by his fins: Thofe 
are little heeded by the moft, that will fave themfelves. from 
death, but not from hell. SSS ies ae oa 
2. How the king of Syria refented this. He fufpected — 
treachery among his fenators, and that his counfels were ’be- 
trayed, ver. 11. But one of his fervants, that had heard by 
Naaman, and others, of Elitha’s wondrous works, concludes it a 
mu{t needs: be he that gave this. intelligence to the king of If- | 
racl, ver..12. What could not he difcover, who could tell 
hazi his thought? Here a confeffion of the bouridlefs k: 
ledge, as before of the boundlefs power of Ifrael’s God, is'ex- 
torted from Syrians, Nothing done, faid, thought by any per- 
fon, in any place; at any time, is out of the reach of Go 
‘Cogmilances: 0 eh4 2) ji da BES. PT i mae a 
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| 13 ("And he faid, Go, and fpy where: 
that I may fend and fetch him. And it w 

fore fent he thither horfes, and che 
great hoit: and they came b: night, and ‘ 
palled the city about. 15 And when the fer 


‘ - s 


2 it at rape’ Tee ke te 


vant of the man of God was rifen early, and 
gone forth, behold an hoft compafied the: city, 
both with horfes and chariots: and his fervant 
faid unto him, Alas, my mafter, how fhall we 
do? r6 And he anfwered, Fear not: for they 
that de with us, are moe than they that de with 
them. 17 And Elitha prayed, and faid, Lorn, 
I pray thee, open his eyes that he may fee. And 
the Lorp opened the eyes of the young man, 
and he faw: and behold, the mountain was full 
of horfes, and chariots of fire round about Eli- 
tha. 18 And when they. came down to him, 
Elifha prayed unto the Lorn, and faid, Smite 
this people, I pray thee, with blindnefs. And 
he {mote them with blindnefs, according to the 
word of Elifha. 19 And Elifha faid unto them, 
This is not the way, neither is this the city: 

follow me, and I will bring you to the man 
whom ye feek. Buthe led them to Samaria. 
20 And it came to pafs when they were come 
into Samaria, that Elifha faid, Lorn, open the 


eyes of thefe men, that they may fee. And the © 


Lorp opened their eyes, and they faw, and be- 
hold, they were in the midft of Samara. 21 
And the king of Hrael faid unto Elifha; when 
he faw them, My father, fhall I {mite them? 
‘fhall I {mite them? 22 And he anfwered, Thou 
fhalt not {mite zhem: wouldt thou fmite thofe 
whom thou halt taken captive with thy fword, 
and with thy bow? fet bread and water before 
them, that they may eat and drink, and go to 
‘their mafter. 2 3 And he prepared great pro- 
vition for them :.and when they had eaten and 
‘drunk, he fent them away, and they went to 
“their: mafter. So the bands of Syria came no 
“More into the land of Ifrael.. 

. Here is, 1 T he mighty force which the king of a fent 


to -feize Elitha. He found out, where he was, at Dothan; ver. - . 


¥3. which was not far from Samaria; thither he feta great 
shoft, which were to come upon him by night, and to bring 
him. dead or alive, ver. 14. Perhaps he had heard, that when 
“only. one captain and his fifty men were fent to. take Elijah, 
they were baffled in the attempt; and: therefore he fent an 
army againft; Elifha, as.if the fire from heaven that confamed 
-fifty.men,, couldinat- as eafily confume fifty thoufand, Naaman 
Hose tell him,. that Elitha dwelt not in any ftrong hold, nor 
* was attended with. Any guards, nor had any fuch great intereft 
in the people, that he needed:fear a tumult among them. What 
“occafion then was there for this great force? But- thus he 


hoped to make him fure, efpecially coming upon him. by furs. 
-prife.. Foolifl man !° Did he believe that Ehfha had informed | 
the-king of Ifiael of his fecret counfels or not? Tf not, what. 
quarrel | had he with him? fhe did, could he be fo weak as. 
_ to imagine that he! would) not: difcover the defigns Jaid. againft . 


elf? and that, having intere(t enyugh in heaven to geo 
them, he would not have interelt enough to defeat them 

Thofe that fight againit. God, his Horie and see know 
not what they « do. 
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2. The grievous fright which the prophet’s fervant was in, 
when he perceived the city furrounded by the Syrians, and the 
effectual courfe which the prophet took to pacify him, and free 
him from his fears. Tt feems ‘Elifha ufed his fervant to rife 
early: that is the way to bring fomething to pafs, and to do 
the work of a day in its day. Being up, we may fuppofe he 


aware of an army compafling the city, ver. 15. with great af- 
furance, no doubt, of fuccefs ; and that they fhould have this 
Panes prophet i in their hands prefently. Now, obferves 

(1.) What a confternation he was in: he runs ftreight to Eli- 
fha, to bring him an account of it: las, mafler, (faith he), 
what Jhall we do? we are undone + it is to no purpole to think 
either of fighting or flying, but we mult unavoidably fall into 
their hands. Had he but ftudied David’s pfalms,; which were 
then extant, he might have learned mot to be afraid of ten thou- 
Sands of people, Pial. it. 6. no not of an hoff encamped againft 
him, Pfal. xxvii. 3. Had he confidered, that he was embark~ 
ed with his mafter, by whonr God had done great things, and 
whom he would not now leave to fall into the hands of the wit 


would fave, he had not been thus at a lofs. If he had only 
faid, What foall I do? it had been the more excufable, and like 
that of the difciples, Lord, /ave us, we perifh: but he need- 
ed not to put his mafter in fear, as in diftrefs; nor to fay, Whaé 
will wedo? (2.) How his matter quicted him, [1.] By his 
word.. What he faid to him,-ver. 16. is fpoken to all the faith- 
~ ful fervants of God, when without are fightings, and within. 
are fears, Fear not, with that fear which has torment ahd a- 
— mazement; for they that be with us, to protect us, are more 
| than they that be againft us, to deftroy-us ; angels, un{peakably: 
» more numerous; God, infinitely more powerful. When we 
| are magnifying the elites of our fear, we ought to poffefs our- 
| felves with clear, and great, and high thoughts of God, “and 


Rom. viii. 31. [2.] By vifion, ver. 17. . (1.) It feems E-: 
| Good men defire,. not only to be eafy themfelves, but to have 


| not having the advantage of experience, his mafter was defir- 
| ous to give him other convincing evidence of that omnipo- 


 (2.) He-faw himfelf fafe, and wifhed’ no more, but that his 
' fervant might fee what he faw, a gnard of angels round about 


terrify and confume the affailants. As angels are God’s mef- 
fengers, fo they are his foldiers, his hofts, Gen. xxxii. 2. his 
legions or regiments, Matth. xxvi. 35. for the good ofthis peo- 


fee. Tie eyes of his body were open, and with them he faw- 


| the danger; Lord, open the eyes of his faith, that with them. : 
+ he may-fee the proteation we are under... Note, [1.] The : 


greatelt kindnefs we can do for thofe that are fearful and faint- 
‘the mighty grace’ of God. [2.] The. opening: of our eyes 


apt to be frightened, The clearer fight we have of the fovercign+ 
ty 


heard the noife of foldiers, and thereupon looked out, and was 


circumcifed, and who, having faved others, -himfelf, no doubt,- 


_ the invifible world. Jf God be for us, we know What Sollcniias z 
| lifha was much concerned for the fatisfaction of his fervant.~. 


| thofe about them eafy. Elifha had lately parted with his old. 
man, ' and this was newly come into his fervice and therefore, . 


| tence which employed him, and was therefore employed for « 
' him, Note, They whofe’ faith is ftrong, ought tenderly to - 
' confider and-compaflionate thofe who are weak and of a timo- 
rous fpirit, and to do what they can to ftrengthen: their.hands. . 


him+ Risky: as were his mafter’s convoy to-the gates of heaven,. . 
| were his protectors again{t the. gates of hell: Chariots of fires. 
and. borfes of fire. Fire is both dreadful and devouring: that ~ 
power which was engaged for Elitha’s protection, could both - 


i pleas (3-) For- the fatisfaGion of his fervant, there needed no - 
more but.the opening of his eyes ;. that therefore he prayed - 
 for,,.and obtained for,him: Lord, open his eyes that he may. 


hearted, is to pray for them, and fo to recommend them to 


will be the filencing of our fears. In the dark we. are’ molt 


all off, or make them prifoners of war. 


~ what he could have done. 
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ty and power of heaven, the lefs we fhall fear the calamities of 
this earth; 

3. The thameful defeat which Elitha gave to the hoft of 
Syrians which came to feize him. They thought to make a 
prey of him, but he made fools of them, perfeétly played with 
them, fo far was he from fearing them, or any damage by them. 

iff, He prayed to God to {mite them with blindnefs} and 
“they were all {truck blind immediately; not ftark blind, nor 
fo as to be themfelves aware that they were blind, for they 
could fee the light ; but their fight was fo altered, that 
they could not know the perfons and places they were before 
acquainted with, ver. 18. They were fo~confounded, that 
thofe among them whom they-depended upon for information, 
did not know this place to.be Dothan, nor this perfon to be 
ilifha, but groped at nobn-day as in the night, If. lix. 10. Job 
XU, 24, 25. their memory failed then; and their’ diftinguith- 
ing faculty. See the power of God over the minds and un- 
-derftandings of men both ways: he enlightened the eyes. of 
Ebitha’s friend, and darkened the eyes of his foes, that they 
might feeindeed, but not perceive, If. vi. 9- For this two- 
fold judgment Chrift came into this world, that they which 
See not might fee; and that they which fee, might be made blind, 
John ix. 39. a favour of life to fome, of death to others. 

2dly, When they were thus bewildered and confounded, he 
Jed them to Samaria, ver. 19. promifing that he would thew 
‘them the man whom they fought, and did fo. 
Tie to them, when he told them, This is. not the way, nor is 
this the city where Elitha is, for he was now come out of the 
city; and if they would fee him, they muft go to another city’ 
which he would direct them to. They that fight againft God 
and his prophets, deceive themfelves, and are juftly given up 
to delufions. 

3dly, When he had brought them to Samaria, he prayed to 
God fo to open their eyes, and reftore them their memories, 
that they might fee where they were, ver. 20. And behold, 
to their great terror, they qwere in the mid? of Samaria, where, 

-it is probable, thefe was a {tanding force fufficient to cut them 
Satan, the god of 
this world, blinds mens eyes, and fo deludes them into their 
own rain; but when God enlightens their eyes, they then fee 
themfelves in the midft of their enemies, captives to Satan, and 
in danger of hell, though before they thought their condition 
good.—The enemies of God and his church, when they fancy 
themfelves ready to triumph, will find themfelves conquered 
and triumphed over. is 

_ 4thly, When he had them at his mercy, hé made it appear, 
that he was acted by a divine goodnefs as well as a divine 
power me 7%: Tepe ets 

. (1.) He took care to prote& them: from the danger into 
which he had brought them, and was content to fhew them 
He needed not the fword of an 
angel to revenge his caufe; the {word of thé king of Ifrael is 


at his ferviee, if he pleafeth : ver. 21. My father, (fo re{peét- 
_ fully doth he now {peak to him, though foon after he {wore | 


his death, ) /ball I /mite them ? and again, as if his fingers itch- 
ed to:be at them, Shall I fimite them ? Perhaps he remember- 
ed how God was difpleafed at his father, for Jetting go out of 
his hands thofe whom he had put it into his power to deftroy, 
and he would. not offend in like manner 3 yet fuch a reverence 
has he for the prophet, that he will not {trike a ftroke without 
his commiffion. But the prophet would by no means -fuffer 
him to meddle with them ; they were brought hither to be 
convinced and fhamed, not to be killed, ver. 22, Had they 


been his prifoners, taken captive by his fword and bow, when — 


| if the head of Elifha the fon of Shaphat tha 
/ftand on him this day¢ 32 But Elitha fat 


they had afked quarter, it had been barbarous’ to deny ; and 


awhen he had given it them, it had been perfidious to do them™' 


¥ 


_ hot us then be overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. — 


He did not e 


_ moft glorious vigtory over an enemy, is to turn him into a friend. 


Give thy fon, that we may eat him: and the 2 


that he rent his clothes, and paffed by:upon © 


be bad fackcloth within upon his fleth. 31 
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any hurt, and againft the Jaw of arms to kill men in cool 
blood : but they were not his prifoners, they were God’s pri- _ 
foners and the prophet’s, and therefore he mult do them no 
harm, ‘They that humble themfelves under God’s hand, take — 
the beft courfe to fecure themfelves. + ‘aby 
(2.) He took care to provide for them, ordered the king 

to treat them handfomely, and theg difmifs them fairly ; which | 
he did, ver. 23. [1.]-It was the king’s praife, that he was — 
fo obfequious to the prophet, contrafy to his inclination, and, — 
as it feemed, to his intereft, 1 Sam. xxiv. 19. nay, fo willing” 
was he to oblige Elifha, that whereas.he was ordered only to. 
fet bread and water before them, (and that is ‘good fare for . 
captives, ) he prepared great provifion for them, Yor the credit 
of his court and country, and of Elitha. [2.] It was the pro- _ 
phet’s praife, that he was fo generous to his enemies, who, 
though they came to take him, could not but go away taken 
with him, as both the mightieft and the kiadeft man they ever 
met with. ‘The great duty of loving enemies, and doing good 
to thof that hate us, was both commanded in the Old ‘Tefta- . 
ment, Proy. xxv. g1, 22. Lf thine enemy hunger, feed hint, : 
Exod. xxiii. 4, 5. and pradtifed, as here by Elitha. His pre- ~ 
deceflor had given a fpecimen of divine jultice, when he called 
for flames of fire on the heads of his perfecutors to confume — 
them; but he gave a fpecimen of divine, mercy, in heaping — 
coals of fire on the heads of perfecutors to. melt them... Let? % 


es 


Lafily, The good effeét this had for the prefent upon the 
Syrians ; They came no more into the land of Ifrael, ver. 23. 
wz. upon this errand, to take Elifha ; they faw it was to no 
purpofe to attempt that ; nor would any of their bands be per- 
fuaded to make an affault on fo great and good a man. The — 


Ee 
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‘ 24 YF And it came to pafs after this, that Ben- _ 
hadad king of Syria gathered all his hoft, and. 
went up, and befieged Samaria. 25 And there — 

Was a great famine in Samaria: and behold, — 
they befieged it, until an affes head was /ald — 

for fourfcore pieces of filver, and the fourth part _ 
of a cab of doves dung for five pieces of filver. 
26 And as the king of Ifrael was pafling by up- 
on the wall, there cried a woman unto him, : 


we may eat him to-day, and we will eat my fon | 
to-motrow. 29 So we boiled my fon, and did — 
eat him: and J faid unto her on the next day, — 


hath hid her fon. 30 And it came to.pafs, ~ 
when the king heard the words of the woman, — 


the wall, and the people looked, and behold, 


‘Then he faid, God do fo, and more alfo to me, _ 
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his howfe, (and the elders fat with him) and 
the king fent a man from before him: but ere 
the meffenger came to him, he faid to the el- 


__ ders, See ye how this fon of a murderer hath 


fent to take away mine head? look when the 


.melienger. cometh, fut -the door, and hold 
him fait-at the door: 7s not the found of his 


_ the firfl of the next chapter ;- for it 


matter’s feet behind him? 33 And while he yet 
talked with them, behold, the.meflenger came 
down unto him: and he faid, Behold, this evil 
as of the Lorn, what’fhould I wait for the Lorp 
any longer? 
This laft paragraph of this chapter fhould of right have been 
begins a new ftory, which 
is there continued and concluded. sere “s 
Here is, 1. The fiege which the king of Syria laid to Sa- 


“maria, and the great diftrefs which the city was reduced to 


had lately received in Samaria, 
4 


“ver. 24. There are bafe 


thereby. The Syrians had foon forgot the kindneffes they 
and very ungratefully, for ought 
appears, without any provocation, 
{pirits that can never be obliged. 


~The country we may fuppofe plundered and laid wafte, when 
_ this capital city was brought to the laft extremity, ver. 24. 


ee 


_ hot to ftorm the city, but to ftarve it. 
_ city, that an afs’s head, that has ‘but fittle flefh on it, and that 


“The deatth which had of late been in the land, was probably 
‘the occafion of the emptinefs of their ftores ; or the fiege was 
fo fudden,. that they had not time to lay in provifions : fo that 
while the {word devoured without, the famine within was more 
grievous, Lam. iv; 9. for it fhould feem the Syrians defigned 
So great was the {car- 


‘unfavoury, unwholefome, and ceremonially unclean, was fold 
for five pounds ; and a finell quantity of fitches, or lentils, or 


. fome iuch’coarfe corn, then called doves dung, no more of it 


to the king in the extremity of the famine: 


than the quamtity of fix eggs, for five pieces of filver, about twelve 
or fifteen. fhillingss—Learn to value’ plenty, and to be thank- 
ful for it. — See ‘how contemptible money is, when, in time of 
famine, it is fo freely parted with for any thing that is eatable. 
#2. The fad complaint, which a poor woman had to make 


He was paffing 


” by upon the wall ‘to.give orders for the mounting of the guards, 


_ the pofting of the archers, 


for help but to the prince, 


the repair of the breaches, and the 
like, when a woman of the city cried to him, 
O king, ver. 26. ‘Whether fhould the fabje&t in diftrefs go 


right, and the avenger of wrong ?—He returns but a melan- 


_ choly anfwer: yer. 27. Lf the Lord do not help theey whence 


XX 


; f 
; 


foall [? Some think it was a quarrelling word, and the lan- 
guage of his fretfulnefs: Why doft 


_ from me, when ‘God himfelf deals thus ‘hardly with us? Be- 


- 


_ the wine-prefs; he would. not help her at all. 


~ 


‘eaufe he could not helpsher as he would, out of the floor or 

We muft take 
heed of being made erofs by crofs providences. It rather feems 
to be a quieting word : let om content, and make the beft 


of our affliction, looking up to God 3 for till he help us I can- | 


not help thee. (1.) He laments’ the emptinefs of the floor 
P 2 P 


~ and the wine-prefs 5: thofe- were not as they had:been, even 


2.) He ackoowledgeth himfelf thereby, difabled to help, un- 
ie Ged" nan help them. Note, Creatures are helplefs 
as SVoL. . Pa ' , 


_ he had at 
my; yet'n 


the king’s failed. We read, ver. 23. of great provifions which 
mmand, fufficient for the entertainment of an ar- 
he has not wherewithal to relieve one poor wo- 
an. Scarcity fometimes follows upott breat plenty ; we can- 
Yorke fare that to-morrow Shall’ be adthit da » Pfal. xxx. 6. 


~ 
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feek the deftruction of ity: 


» Why, what is the matter? what has Elifha 


. mutt be devoted, and made an anathema. 


Help, my lord, : 


who is by office the prote@or of 


thou expeé any thing - 


577 


things withoue God; for every creature is that, all that, and 
only that which he makes it to be. However, though he can- 
not help her, he is willing to hear her: ver. 28. What ails 
thee ? Is there any thing fingular in thy cafe, or doft thou fare 
worfe than thy neighbours ? Truly yes; the, and one of her 
neighbours, had made a barbarous agreement, that, all provifi- 
ons failing, they ihould boil and eat her fon firlt, and then 
her neighbour’s: hers was eaten, (who can think upon it Wwith- 
out horror?) and now her- neighbour hid hers, ver. 28, 29. 
See an inftance of the deminion which the fleth has got above 
the fpirit, when the moft- natural affe@ions of the mind may > 
be thus overpowered by the natural appetites of the body. See 
the word of God fulfilled : Among the threatenings of God’s. 
judgments upon Ifrael for their fins, this was one, Deut. 
XXVlll. §3,—57. that they fhould eat the fleth of their own 
children, which one would think incredible, yet it came to pafs, 
3. The king’s indignation againft Elitha upon this oceafion: 
He lamented the calamity, rent hisc lothes, and had ‘Jackeloth ups 
on his flefb, ver. 30.-as one heartily concerned for the mifery 
of his people, and that it was not in his power to help them: 
but he laments not his own iniquity, nor the iniquity of his 
people, which was the procuring caufe of the calamity 3 is not 
fenfible that his ways and his doings have procured this to him- 
Sel}. This is his wickednefs, for it is bitter: The Soolifhne/s of 
man perverts his way, and then his heart frets again/i the Lord. 
Inflead of vowing to pull down the calves at Dan and Beth-el, 
or letting the law have its courfe againft the prophets of Baal, 
and of the groves, he fwears the death of Elifha, ver. 97. 
done? His head 
all Ifrael, and yet that 
Thus, in the days 
of the perfecuting emperors, when the empire groaned under 
any extraordinary calamity, the fault was laid on the Chrifti- 


is the moft innocent and valuable in 


_ ans, and they were doomed to de(truétion: Chriflianos ad leo- 


nes, Perhaps Jehoram was in this heat againft Elifha, becaufe 
he had foretold this judgment, or had perfuaded him to hold _ 
out, and not furrender; or rather becaufe he did not by his 
prayers raife the fiege, and relieve the city, which he thought 
he could do, but would, not: whereas till they repented and 
reformed, and were ready for deliverance, they had no reafon ~ 
to expect that the prophet fhould pray for it ; 
4. The forefight Elifha had of the king’s defign againft him 
ver. 32, He fat in his houfe well compofed, and the elders 
with him, well employed no doubt, while the king .was like a 
wild bull in a.net, or like the troubled fea when it camot re{t, 
He told the elders there was an officer coming from the king 
to cut off his head, and bid them ftop him at the door, and 
not let him in, for the king his mafter was juft following him, 
to revoke the order, as we may fuppofe.  T he fame fpirit of 
prophecy that enabled’ Elitha to tell what was done at a dif- 
tance, authorifed him to call the king the Jon of a murderer 3 
which, unlefs we could produce fuch an. extraordinary com- 
miflion, it is not for us to imitate: far be it from us to defpife 
dominion and to {peak evil of dignities. He appeals to 
the elders, whether he had deferved fo ill at the king’s hands : 
See whether in this he be ‘not the fon ofa murderer? For 
what evil had Elifha done? He had not defired the woful day, 
Jer. xvii. 16. 14 f 
_. §+ The king’s paffionate fpeech, whep he came to prevent 
the,execution of his edi& forthe beheading of Elitha, He 
feems to have been in a ftruggle between his convictions and 
his corruptions, knew not what tofay ; but feeing things brought. 
to the la{t extremity, he even abandons himfelf to defpair : 
ver. 23..,T hts evil is of the Lord; therein his notions were 
right, and well applied. /It is a general truth, ‘That all penal, 
evil is of the Lord as the firft caufe, and foyereign judge, A- 
4D mos. 
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mos iii. 6. And this we ought to apply to particular cafes; 
if allevil, then this evil, whatever it is we are now groaning 
under : whoever are the inftruments, Ged is the principal a- 
gent. But his inference from this truth was foolifh and. wick- 
ed, What, /bould I wait for the Lord any longer ? When Eh, 
-and David, and Job faid, It is of the Lord, they grew patient 
upon it; but this bad man grew outrageous upon it: I will 
‘neither fear worfe, for worfe cannot come ; nor expect better, 
for better never will come: we are all undone, and there is no: 
remedy. It isan unreafonable thing to-be weary of waiting 
for God ; for he is a God of judgment, and bleffed are all they 
that wait for him. 


CHA ?P. VIL : 

Relief is.here brought to Samaria and her king, when the 
. cafe was in a manner defperate, and the king defpairing. 
I. It ts foretold by Elifoa, and an unbelieving tord fout 
- gut from the benefit of it, vert, 2. 1. Lt is brought a- 
bout, (1-) By an unaccountable fright which God put 
the Syrians into, ver. 6. which drove them to their heels 
ver. 7. (2.) By the feafonable difcovery which four le- 
pers made of this, ver. 3,—5. and’ the account they gave 
of tt to the court, ver. 8,—11. (3.) By the cautious trial 
which the king made of the truth of it, Vet 12,-——T5. 
Lafily, The event anfwered the predi@ion, both in the 
- fudden plenty, ver. 16, and the death of the unbelieving 
lord, ver. 17,20. for no word of God fhall fall to the 

- ground. 
“WHEN Elitha faid, Hear ye the word of the 
Lorp, Thus faith the Lorp, "Co-mor- 
row about this time, /bal/ a meafure of fine flour 
be fold for a fhekel, and two meatfures of barley 
fora fhekel, in the gate of Samaria. 2 Then 
a lord on whofe hand the king leaned, anfwered 
the man of God, and faid, Behold, :f the 
-Lorp would make windows in heaven, might 
this thing be? And he faid, Behold, thou falt 
fee it with thine eyes, but fhalt not eat thereof. 
Here, 1: Elitha foretells, that notwithftanding the great 
ftraits that the city of Samaria was reduced to, within.twenty- 
four hours they fhould have plenty, ver. 1. / The king of If- 
sael defpaired of it, and grew weary of waiting > Then Elifba 
faid this ; then, when things were at the worlt.—Man’s ex- 
tremity is God’s opportunity of magnifying his own power: 
his time to appear for his people is when their flrength is gone, 
Deut. xxxii 36. Then, when they had given over expecting 
help, it came : When the fon of man comes, Joall he find faith on 


the earth? Luke xxviii. 8-——The king faid, “What, Jhould I | 


wait for the Lord any longer ? And perhaps fome of the el- 
ders were ready to fay the fame. Well, faith Elitha, you hear 
what thefe fay, Now hear ye the word of the Lord; hear what 
he faith; hear it, and believe it: To-morrow corn fhall be fold 
at the ufual rate in the gate’ of Samaria; that is, (1.) The 
fiege fhali be raifed, for the gate of the city fhall -be opened, 
and the market fhall be held there as formerly. The return 
of peace is thus expreffed, Judg. v. 11. Then foall the people 
of the Lord go down to the gates, to buy and fell there. (2.) 
The confequence of that fhall be great plenty 5 -this would in 
time follow, of courfe. But that corn fhould be thus cheap in 
fo fhort a time, was quite beyond what could be thought of. 
Though the king of Hrael had juft now threatened Elifha’s 


life, God promifes to fave his life, and-the life of his people 5. 


for where fin abounded grace doth much more abound.. 


a Te aN AG 3: 


| their life. 
the uttermoft part of the camp they went into. | 
one tent, and did eat and drink,. and carried: 


2. A peer of Ifrael, that happened to be prefent, openly des 
He was @ cour- . 


claring his djfbelicf of this prediction, ver. 2. 
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tier, whom the- king had an. affeétion for, as the man. of his - 
right hand, oa whom he leaned ; 2. e. on whofe prudence he- 


much relied, and in whom he repofed a mighty confidence. 
He thought it impoflible, unlefs God fhould rain corn out of 
the clouds as once he did manna. No lefs than the repetition 


of Mofes miracle will ferve him ; though that of Elijah might - 


ferve to anfwer this intention, the increafing of the meal in 
the barrel. - 


3. The juft doom paffed upon hint for his: infidelity ; that 


he fhould-fee this great plenty for his conviétion, and yet not. 


eat of it to his comfort. Note, Unbelief is a fin by which men. 
greatly difhonour and difpleafe God, and deprive themfelves of 
the favours he defigned for them. The murmuring -Ifraelites 


faw Canaan, but could not enter in becaufe of unbelief. Such. 


(faith Bithop Patrick) will be the portion of thofe that believe 


not the promife of eternal life: They fhall fee it at a diftance, 
Abraham afar off, but hall never tafte of it; for they for- 
feit the benefit’ of the promife, if they cannot find in their heart: 


i 


to take God’s word. es 


3 Y And there were four leprous mem at the’ 
entering in of the gate: and they faid one to. 

another, Why fit we here until we die? 4 If- 
we fay, We will enter into the city, then the’ 


famine is im the city, and we fhall die there: 


-and if we fit fill here, we die alfo. Now 
| therefore come, und let us fall mto the -hoft of 
| the Syrians: if they fave us alive; we {hall live;, _ 
and if they: kill us,,we fhall but die. s And 
they rofe up in the twilight, to go unto the- 


camp of the Syrians: and when they were 


| come to the uttermoft part of the camp of Sy- 
| ria, behold, there was no man there. -6-For- 
the Lorp had made the hoft of the Syrians to 
| hear a noife of chariots, and a noife of horfes, 


even the noife of a great hoft: and they faid one 


to another, Lo, the king of Ifrael hath hired. 
| againft us the kings of the Hittites, and the 
| kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us. 
“Wherefore they arofe and fled in the twilight, — 
and left their tents, and their horfes, and their 


iy 


BES 5 


if 


afles, even the camp as it.was, and fled for — 


8 And when thefe lepers came to 


thence filver and gold, and raiment, and -went_ 


We do not well: this day is a day of good tid- 


ings, and we hold our peace: if we tarry till. 


the morning-light, {ome mifchief will come up- 


and hid i; and came again, and entered into 
| another tent, and cartied thence ad/o, and went 
| and hid iz. g Then they faid one to another, _ 


on us: now therefore come, that we may go. — 


and tell the ‘king’s houfehold. — 10 So they 


came, and called unto the porter of the city; 
to the. 
CAMP 


- 


and they told. them faying, We came 


van 


Saas 
ro 
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camp of the Syrians, and behold, there was no . 
man there, neither voice of man, but horfes 


tied, and affes tied, and the tents as they were. 
11 And he called the porters, and they told it 
* to the king’s houfe within. 

We are ‘here told, : : 

1. How the fiege of Samaria was raifed in the evening, at 
the edge of night, ver. 6, 7.; not by might or power, but by 
‘the Spirit of the Lord of hofts, ftriking terror upon the ‘{pirits 
of the befiegers. Here was not a fword drawn again{t them, 
nor a drop of blood fhed ; it was not by thunder or hailftones 
‘that they were difcomfited; nor were they flain, as Sennache- 
rib’s army before Jerufalem, by a deftroying angel : ‘but, 1/7, 
‘The Lord made them to hear a noife of chariots and horfes.. The 


Syrians that befiesed Dothan had their fight impofed upon, . 


chap. vi. 18.; thefe had their hearing impofed upon; for God: 
knows how to work upon every fenfe purfuant to his own coun- 


fels: As he makes the hearing ear, and the feeing eye; fo he_ 


makes the deaf -and the blind, Exod. iv. 11.—Whether the 
noife was really made in ‘the air by the miniftry of angels, or 
whether it was only a found in their ears, 1S not certain. 
Which foever it was, it was from God, who both brings the 
‘wind out of his treafures, and formeth the Spirit of man within 
him, ‘The fight of shorfes and chariots had encouraged the 
prophet’s fervant, chap. vi. 17. The noife of horfes and cha- 
riots-terrified ‘the hofts of Syria; for notices from the invifible 
world are either very comfortable or ‘very dreadful, according 
as men are at peace with God, or at war with him. : 
2dly, Hearing this noife, they concluded the king of Tfrael 
_ had. certainly procured afliftance from fome foreign power: 
He has hired againft us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings 
Uf the Egyptians. There was, for ought we know, but one 
King of Egypt ; and what kings there were of the Hittites, no 
‘body can imagine ; but as they were impofed upon by that 
dreadful found in their ears, fo they impofed upon themfelves 
by the interpretation they made of it. Had they fuppofed the 
_ ‘king of Judah to have come with his 
‘more of probability in it, than to dream of the kings of the 
Hittites and the Egyptians. If the fancies of any of them 
raifed this {peétre, yet their reafons might foon have laid it. 


‘How could the king of Hrael, who was clofely befieged, hold ° 


“intelligence with'thofe diflant princes? What had he to hire 
‘them with? Tt was impoflible but fome notice would come be- 
fore of the motions of fo great an hoft; but there were they in 
great fear, where no fear was. 

3dly, Hereupon they all fled with incredible precipitation, 


‘as for their lives, left their camp as it was: and even their | 


horfes, that might have haftened their flight, they could not 
ftay to take with them, ver. 7. None. of them had fo much 
fenfe as to fend out fcouts to difcover. the fuppofed enemy, 
‘much lefs courage enough to face the enemy, though fatigued 
with along march: The wicked fice when none purfue. God 
can, when he pleafeth, difpirit the boldest and mott brave, and 
make the ftouteft heart to tremble. They that will not fear 
“God, he can make ‘them fear at the fhaking of a leaf. 

2. How the Syrians flight was difcovered by four leprous 
amen. Samaria is delivered, and doth not know it. ‘The 
‘watchmen on the walls were not aware of the retréat of the 
‘enemy, fo filently did they fteal away; but Providence gm- 
ploys four lepers to be the intelligencers, who had their lodging 
_ Without the gate, being excluded the city, as ceremonially un- 

clean. The Jews fay, they were Gehazi and his three fons. Per- 
haps Gehazi might be one of them, which might make him be 
taken notice of afterwards by the king, chap. vii. 4. See here, 


‘ 


forces, there had been | 


‘ 
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1/, How thefe lepers reafoned themfelves into a refolution 
to make a vifit in the night to the camp of the Syrians, vers 
3,4. They were ready to perith for hunger, none pafled 
through the gate to relieve them; fhould they go into the ci- 
ty, there was nothing to be had there, they mutt die in the 
{treets ; fhould they fit {till, they muit pine to.death in their 
cottage: they therefore determine to go over to the enemy; 
and throw themfelves upon their mercy; if they killed them, 
better die by the fword than by famine, one death than a 
thoufand ; but perhaps they would fave them alive, -as objects 
of compaflion. Common prudence will put us upon that me- 
thod which'may mend our :condition, but cannot make it wore. 
The predigal fon refolves to return to his father, whofe dif 
pleafure he had reafon to fear, rather than perifh with hunger 
in the far country.—Thefe lepers conclude, if they kill us, we 
fhall but die; and happy they who in another: fenfe can thus 
{peak of dying ; we fll] but die, that is the worft of it; not 
dieand be damned, not-be hurt of the fecond death.—Ac- 


‘cording to this refolution, they went, in the beginning of the- 


night, to the camp of the Syrians ; and to their great furprife, 
found it wholly deferted, not a man to be feen and heard in 
it, ver. 5. Providence ordered it, that thefe lepers came’ as 
foon as ever the Syrians were fled; for they fled in the twi- 
light, (the evening-twilight), ver. 7. and in the twilight the 
lepers came, ver. 5. and fo no time was loft. : 

2dly, How they reafoned themfelves into a refolution to 


bring tidings of this to the city: They filled their bellies in 


the firft tent they came to, ver. 8. and then began to think of 
enriching themfelves with the plunder; but they correct them- 
felves, vet? 9. We do not avell, to conceal thofe good tidings 
from the community we are members of, under colour of be- 
ing revenged upon them for excluding us their fociety : it was 
the law that did it, not they, and therefore Jet us bring them 


‘the news ; though ‘it wake them from fleep, it will be “fe from 


the dead to them. Their own -confciences told them, that 
fome mifchief would befal them if they aéted feparately, and 
fought themfelves only. Selfith natrow-fpirited people can- 
not expect to profper : the moft comfortable profperity is that. 
which our brethren fhare with us in.—Accordine to this refo- 
lution, they returned to the gate, and acquainted the centinel 
with what they had difcovered,.ver. 10. who {traightway 


‘brought the intelligence to court, ver. 1143 ‘and ‘it was never 


the Jefs acceptable for being firft brought by lepers. . 


12 4 And the king arofe in the night, and 
faid unto his fervants, I will now fhew you what 
the Syrians have done to us: they know that 
we be hungry, therefore are they gone out of 
the camp, to hide themfelves in the field, faying, | 
When they come out of the city, we fhall éatch 
them alive, and get into the city, 13 And one 
of his fervants aniwered and faid, Let /ome take, - 
I pray thee, five of the horfes that remain, 
which are left in the city (behold, they are as 
all the multitude of Ifrael that are left init: 
behold, 7 fay, they are even as all the multi. 
tude of the Ifraelites that are confumed) and let 
us fend and fee. 14 They took therefore two 
chariot-horfes, and the king fent after the hot 
of the Syrians, faying, Go and fee, 5 And 
they went after them unto Jordan, and lo, all 
the way was full of garments and vefiels, which 
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the Syrians had caft away in their hafte: and 


the meflengers returned and told the king. 16 
And the people went out, and f{poiled the tents 
of the Syrians, Soa meafure of fine flour was 
fold for a fhekel, and two meafures of barley for 
a fhekel, according to the word of the Lorp. 
17 § And the king appointed the lord ‘on 
whole hand he leaned, to have the charge of 
the gate : and the people trode upon him in the 
gate, and he died, as the man of God had {faid, 
who fpake when the king came down to him. 
18 And it came to pafs as the man of God had 
fpoken to the king, faying, Two meafures of 
barley for a fhekel, and a meafure of fine flour 
for a fhekel, fhall be to-morrow about this time 
in the gate of Samaria: 19 And that lord an- 
fwered the man of God, and faid, Now behold, 
if the Lorp fhould make windows in heaven, 
might fuch a thing be? And he faid,- Behold, 
thou fhalt fee it with thine eyes, but fhalt not 


eat thereof. 20 And fo it fell out unto him; for - 
the people trode upon him in the gate, and he’ 


died. ; a 
- Here is, 1. The king’s jealoufy of a ftratagem in the Syri- 
an’s retreat, ver. 12. He feared they withdrew tito an am- 
bufh, to draw out the befieged, that they might fall on them 
with the more advantage. He knew he had no reafon to ex- 
pect that God fhould appear thus wonderfully for him, having 
_ forfeited his favour by his unbelief and impatience. He knew 
no reafon the Syrians had to fly ; for it doth not appear that 
he, or any of his attendants, heard the noife of the chariots 
which the Syrians were frighted at. Thofe who, like him, 
are un/lable in all their ways, let them not think to receive any 
thing from God ; nay, a-guilty confcience fears the worlt, and. 

makes men fufpicious. : 

2. 'The courfe they took for their fatisfa@tion, and to pre- 
vent their falling into a fnare: ‘They fent out fpies to feé what 
was become of the Syrians, and found they were all fled in- 
deed, commanders as well as common: foldiers. 
track them by the garments which they threw off, and left by 

“the way, for their greater expedition, ver. 15. He that gave 
this advice feems very fenfible of the deplorable condition the 
people were in, ver. 13,3 for, {peaking of the horfes that were 
many of them,dead, and the reft ready to perifh for hunger, 
he faith, and repeats it, Dhey are as. all the multitude of Lfrael. 
Tfrael ufed to glory in ther multitude, but now they are minifh- 
ed and brought low. He advifed to fend five horfemen ; but 


it fhould feem there were only two fit to be fent, and, thofe ~ 


_ chariot-horfes, ver. 14. | Now that the Lord repented himfelf 
concerning his fervants, when he faw that their {trength was 
gone, Deut. xxxii. 36, das 

3. The plenty that was in Samaria from the plunder of the 
camp of the Syrians, ver. 18. Had the Syrians been govern- 
ed by the modern politics of war,, when they could not take 
their bag and baggage, and their tents with them, they would 


yather have burnt them, (as it is common to do with the fore > 


age of a country), than let them fall into their enemies ‘hands. 


But: God intended that the befieging of Samaria, which was 
intended for, its ruin, fhould. turn to its advantage; and-that | 


“Hrael fhould now. be enriched with the fpoil of the Syrians, as 
ef old with thofe of the Egyptians, Flere fee, (1.) The 


a 
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~ tittle; A meafure of jine flour was fold for a fhekel. 


They could 


wealth of the finner laid up for the jufl, Job xxvii. 16, 17-a0d 
the fpoilers fpoiled, Ifa. xxxiii, 1. (2.) The wants of Ifrael 
fupplied in a way that they little thought of ; which fhould en- _ 
courage us to depend upon the power and goodnefs of Godin ~ 
our greateft ftraits. (3.) The word of Elifha fulfilled to a 
They 
that fpoiled the camp, had-not only enough to fupply them-~ 


felves with, but an overplus to fell, at an eafy rate, for the be- 


nefit of others ; and fo even they that tarried at home did di-  - 
vide the fpoil, Pfal. \xviii. 12, Ifa. xxxil..23. God’s pro- — 


- mife may be fafely relied on, for no word of his fhall fall to 


the ground. ; ; 
4. The death of the unbelieving courtier that queftioned 


| the truth of Elitha’s word. Divine threatenings will as fure- 


ly be accomplifhed as divine promifes. . He that belicveth not, 


Joall be damned, ftands as firm as, He that believeth, /hall be fa- 


ved.—This lord, (1.) Was preferred by the king to the charge 
of ihe gate, ver. 17. to keep the peace, and to fee there Was no 
tumult or diforder in dividing and difpofing of the fpoil. So 


“ much truft did the king repofe in him, and ih his prudence and 


gravity, and fo much did he delight to honour him. He that 
will be great, let him ferve the public. (2.) Was trodden to ~~ 
death by the people in the gate, either by accident, the crowd 
being exceeding great, and he in the thicket of it, or. perhaps’ 
defignedly, becaufe he abufed his power, and was imperious, 
in reftraining the people from fatisfying their hunger. How- 
ever it was, God’s juftice was glorified, and the word of Elifha | 
was fulfilled ; he faw the plenty for the filencing and fhaming _ . 
of his unbelief, corn cheap without opening windows in hea- 
heaven, and therein faw‘his own folly in prefcribing to God 5 
but he did not eat of the plenty he faw: When he wes about 
to fill his belly, God caft the fury of his wrath upon him, Job 
XX. 23. and it came between the cup and the lip. Juftly are. 
thofe thus tantalized with the world’s promifes, that think them-. 
felves tantalized with the promifes of God. If believing thal _ 
not be feeing, feeing fhall not be enjoying. sates 

This matter is repeated, and the event very particularly com-. 


pared with the prediction, ver. 18, 19, 20. that we might take 


a fpecial notice of it, and might learn, (1.) How heinoufly — 
God refents our diftrult of him, and of his power, providence, 
and promife. When Ifrael faid, Can God furnifh a table? | 
the Lord heard ity and was wroih. Infinite wifdom will not~ 
be limited by our folly. “ God never promifed the end, but he ° 
knows where to provide the means. (2.) How uncertain life 
is, and the enjoyments of it. Honour and power cannot fe- 
cure men from fudden and inglorious deaths. He whom the 
king leaned upon, the people trode upon ; who fancicd him- 
felf the ftay and fupport of the government, is trampled under — 
foot as the mire in the ftreets. . Thus hath the pride of mens 
glory been often flained. . (3.) How certain God’s threaten- 
ings are; and how fure to light on the guilty and obnoxious 
heads. Let all men fear before the great God, who treads 
upon princes as mortar, and is terrible to the kings of the earth. 


CURL AP. VALE: ee, 

The paffages of flory recorded in this chapter oblige us to. 

lok back. 1. We have read before of a Shunammite wa- 
man that was a kind benefador to. Klifha ; now. here we 
are told how fhe fured the better for ut afterwards. in the 
adwice Elifoa gave ber, and the favour the king fhewed 
“ber for bis Jake, ver. 1,—6. 11. We read before of the 
defignatzon of Hazael to be king of Syria, 1 Kings xix. 15.2: 
and here we have an account of his elevation to that throne,, — 
and the way he forced for bim/elf to it, by billing bis maf- 

_ tery ver. 7,—15. Ill. We read before of Fehoram’s: 
reigning over Judab in the room of bis father Jebofhaphat, 
a Bae : 2. Kings. ‘ 


\ 
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1 Kings xxii, 50.; now here we have a fhort and fad 
biffory of his foort and wicked reign, ver. 16,—24. and 
the beginning of the-biflory of the reign of his fon Abaziab. 
ver. 2'5,——29. a 
HEN fpake Elitha unto the woman, (whofe 
T fon he had reftored to life) faying, Arife, 
and go thou and thine houfehold, and fojourn 
wherefoever thou ¢anft fojourn : for the Lorp 
hath called for a famine, and it fhall alfo come 
upon the land feven years. 2 And the woman 
arofe, and did after the faying of the man of 
God: and fhe went with her houfehold, and 
fojourned in the land of the Philiftines feven 
years. 3 And it came to pafs at the feven 
years end, that the woman returned out of the 
land of the Philiftines: and fhe went forth to 
cry unto the king for her houfe, and for het 
land. 4 And the king talked with Gehazi the 
fervant of the man of God, faying, Tell me; 
I pray thee, all the great things that Elitha 
hath done. 5 And it came to pafs as he was 
telling the king how he had reftored a dead bo- 
dy to life, that behold, the woman whofe fon- 
_ he had reftored to life, cried to the king for her 
houfe, and forher land. And Gehazi faid, My 
lord, O king, this is the woman, and this iy her 
fon, whom Elifha reftored to life. 6 And when 
the king afked the woman, fhe told him. ‘So 
the king appointed unto her a certain officer, 
laying, Reltore all that was hers, and all the 
,. fruits of the field, fince the day that the left the 
land, even till now, pee 


Here we have, , 

1, The wickednefs of Iftael punifhed with a long famine, 
one of God’s fore judgments threatened in the Jaw. Canaan, 
that fruitful land, és turned into barrenne/s, for the iniquity of 

_ them that dwelt therein.—The famine in Samaria was foon re- 
lieved by the raifing of the fiege;. but neither that judgment 
nor that mercy had a due-influence upon them; and therefore 
the Lord calls for another famine; for when he judgeth, he 
will overcome. If Jeffer judgments do not prevail to bring 
men to repentance, he will fend greater and longer; they are 
at his beck, and will come when he calls for them.—He doth 
by his. minifters call for reformation and obedience; and if 

_thofe calls be not regarded, we may expe& he will call for 
fome plague or other ; for he will be heard. ‘This famine con- 
tinued feven years, as Jong again as that in Ehjah’s time; for 
if men will walk contrary to him, be will. heat the furnace yet. 
hotter. . 

z. The kindnefs of the good Shunamite to the prophet. re- 
warded, by the: care that was taken of her in that famine. She 
was not indeed fed by miracle, as the widow of Sarepta was ; 
but, (1.) She had notice given her of this famine before. it 

_ came, that fhe might provide accordingly,, and. was directed 

to remove to fome other country:. any where but in Ifael the 
would find plenty. It was a great advantage to. Egypt in Jo- 


‘\ 


feph’s time, that they had notice of the famine before it came: } 


_ fo it. was to this Shunamite; others would be forced to re- 
‘move at, laft, after they bad long borne the gtievances. of the 


~\ 


ee , ; 
He Rol. N 2e"8h 


_ lepers, but. only dwelling with them. 
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famine, and had wafted their fubftance, and could not fettle 
elfewhere upon fuch good terms as fhe might that went early, 
before the crowd, and took her {tock with her unbroken. It 
is our happinefs to forefee an evil, and our wifdom, when we 
forefee it, to hide. ourfelves. (2.) Providence gave her a 
comfortable fettlement in the land of the Philiftines; who, though 
fubdued by Dayid, yet were not wholly routed out. It feems 
the famine was peculiar to the land of Ifrael, and other. coun- 
tries that joined clofe to them had plenty at the fame time; 
which plainly fhewed the immediate hand of God in it, as in 
the plagues of Egypt, when they diftinguifhed between the If 
raclites and the Egyptians; and that the fins of Ifrael, againit 
whom this judgment was direétly levelled, were more provo- 
king ‘to God than the fins of their neighbours, becaufe of their 
profeflion of relation to God: You only have I known,. there- 
Sore will I punifh you, Amos iii. 2. Other countries had rain. 


~ when they had none, were free from locuits and caterpillars. 


when they were eaten up with them; for fome think this was. 
the famine fpoken of, Joel i. 3, q.—It is ftrange, that when 
there was. plenty in the neighbouring countries, there were not. 
thofe that made it their bufinefs to import corn into the land of 
Ifrael, which might have prevented the inhabitants removing 3- 
but as they were befooled with theit idolatries, fo they were 
infatuated even in the matters of their civil intere(t. 

3- Her petition to the king’at her return, favoured by the: 
feafonablenefs of her application to him. 

1/f, When the famine was over, fhe returned out of the land’ 
of the Philiflines: there was no proper place for an Ifraelite a~ 
ny longer than there was neceflity for it; for there fhe could: 
not keep her-new-moons and. her fabbaths as fhe ufed to do.” ‘ 
in her own country, among the {chools.of the prophets, chap.. 
ive 23. ; : : 
2dly, At her return fhe found herfelf kept aut of the pofef-. 
fion of her own eftate, it being either confifcated. to the ex-- 
chequer, feized by the lord, or ufurped in her abfence by fome- 
of the neighbours ; or perhaps the perfon fhe had intrufted with 
the management. of it proved. falfe, and would'neitber refign it 
to her, nor come to an account with her. for the mens profits ;. 


’ fo hard is it to find a perfon that one can put confidence in in a 


time of trouble, Proy.. xxv. 19. Micah. vii. 5.- ~< 
3dly, She made-her application to, the king himfelf for re- 

drefs; for it feems (be it obferved to his praife) he was eafy 

-of accefs, and did himfelf take cognifance of the complaints of 


| his injured fubjects. ‘Time was when: the dwelt fo fecurely a- 


mong her own people, that fhe had no occafion to. be Spoken: | 
for to the king, or to. the captain of’ the ho/t, chap..iv, 13.5, but: 
now her own familiar friends, in. whom fhe trufted, proved fo. 


. . . \ 
_ unju(t and unkind, that. fhe was glad to appeal to the king a- 
- gainft them: fuch uncertainty there is in the creature, that that. 


may. fail us which we mott depend upon, and. that befriend us; 
which. we think we fhall never need.” - 

4thly, She found the king talking with.Gehazi about Elitha’s. 
miracles, ver. 4. It was his fhame that he needed now to be 
informed. concerning them, when he might have acquainted: 
‘himfelf with them as they were done,. from: Elifha-bimfelf, if 


"he had not been willing to fhut his eyes againft the convincing: 
_ evidences of his miffion 5. yet it. was his praife that. he was now. 


better difpofed, and would rather talk with a leper that was: 
capable of giving a good account of them,. than continue igno- 
rant of them.—The Jaw did not forbid all converfation with: 
There being then no- 
priefts in Lrael, perhaps the king, or fome one appointed by: 
him, had the infpeétion of lepers, and paffed the judgment up-- 

on them, which might bring him acquainted with Gehazi.. 
5thly, This happy coincidence befriended both Gehazi’s nars- 
rative and her petition. Providence isto be.acknowledged in 
ordering» 
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ordering the circumftances of events; for fometimes ‘thofe that 
are minute in themfelves prove of great confequence, as this 
here. For, ' 


when it was thus confirmed by the perfons moft near con- 
cerned: This is the woman, and this her fon; \et them fpeak 
for themfelves, ver. 5. Thus did God-even force him to. be- 
lieve what he might have had fome colour to queftion, if he 
had only had Gehazi’s word for it, becaufe he was branded for 
a liar: witnefs his leprofy. 

(2.) It made him ready to grant her requeft; for who 
would not be ready to favour one whom heaven had thus fa- 
voured, and to fupport a life which was given once and again 
by miracle? In confideration of this, the king gave orders that 
her land fhould be reftored her, ‘and all the profits that were 
made of it in her abfence. If it were to himfelf that the land 
and profits had efcheated, it was generous and kind to make fo 
full a reftitution : *he would not (as Pharach did in Jofeph’s 

' time) eftrich the crown by the calamities of his fubjeéts.. If 


it were by fome other perfon that her property was invaded, | 
it was an a& of juftice in the king, and part of the duty of his | 
place, to do her right, Pf. Ixxxii. 3, 4. Prov.xxxi.g. Itis ‘not | 
-enough for thofe in authority, that they do no wrong themfelves,’ 


but they muft fupport the right of thofe that are wronged.” 


7 4 And Elitha came to Damafcusy and | 
Ben-hadad the king of Syria was fick, and it | 
‘was told him, faying, the man of God is ‘come | 
hither. 8 And the king faid unto Hazael, Take | 
a prefent in thine hand, and go meet the man | 
of God, and inquire of the Lorp. by him, fay- | 
ing, Shall I recover of this difeafe? 9 So Ha-_ 
zael went to meet him, and took a prefent with — 
him, even of every good thing of Damafcus, | 


forty camels burden, and camé and ftood before 
him, and faid, Thy fon Ben-hadad king of Sy- 
tia hath fent me to thee, faying, Shall I recover 


of this difeafe? 10 And Elitha faid unto him, © 
Go, fay unto him, Thou mayeft certainly re- 


cover: howbeit, the -Lorp hath {hewed me, 
- that he fhall furely die. 
countenance ftedfaftly, until he was afhamed: 
and the man of God wept. 
iaid, Why weepeth my lord? And he anfwer- 
ed, Becaufe I know the evil that thou wilt do 


unto the children of Hrael: their ftrong holds: 


wilt thou fet on fire, and their young men wilt 
thou flay with the fword, and wilt dahh their 
children, and rip up their women with child. 


13 And Hazael faid, But what, zs thy fervant a - 


dog, that he fhould do this great thing? And 


\‘litha anfwered, the Lorp hath fhewed me that — 
thou /halt be king over Syria: 14 So he de- - 


. parted from, Elifha, and came to his mafter, 
who faid to him, What faid Elitha to thee? 


And he anfwered, He told me that thou fhouldft - 


‘durely recover. 15 And it came to pafs on the 
morrow, that he took a thick cloth, and dipt iz 


in water, and fpread it on his face, fo that he 


diéd : and Hazacl reigned in his ftead. 


Ki. PeoNS GS) 


(1.) It made the king ready to believe Gehazi’s narrative, — 


11 And-he fettled his © 
r2 And Hazael. 


_ (2.) He looked Hazael in the face with an tnufual concern, 


oe the hy ae 
' . - . Vy ¥ 


Chap. VI. 


Here, 1. We may inquire what brought Elitha to Damaf- 
cus, the chief city of Syria? Was he fent to any but to the 4 
Sheep of the houfe of LIfrael? It feems he was: perhaps he went 
to make a vifit to Naaman, his convert, and to confirm him in 
his choice of the true religion ; which was the more needful 
now, becaufe it fhould feem he was now out of his place; for 
Hazael is fuppofed to be captain of the hoft: either he refign- 
ed it, ar was turned out, becaufe he would not bow, or not 
bow heartily, in the houfe of Rimmon. Some think he went 


‘to Damafcus upon account of the famine, or rather he went. 
. thither in obedience to the orders God gave Elijah, 1 Kings 


xix. 15. Goto Damajcus to anoint Hazael, thou pr thy fuc- 
ceffor. 

2. We may obferve, that Ben-hadad, ‘a great king, rich and 
mighty, lay fick. No honour, wealth, or power, will fecure 
men from the common difeafes and difafters of human life :- 
palaces and thrones lie as open to the arrefts of ficknefs and 
death, as the meaneft cottage. : ge et 

3. We may wonder that the king of Syria, in his ficknefs, 
fhould make Elifha his oracle. Notice was foon brought ‘him, - 
that the man of God (for by that title he was well known in | 
Syria fince he cured Naaman) was come to Damafcus, ver.-7. 
Never in better time, faith Ben-hadad, Go, and inquire of the 
Lord by him: in his health he bowed in the houfe of Rimmon; 
but now he is fick, he 1s fick of his idol, and fends to inquire 
of the God of Ifrael. A filiGtion brings thofe. to God, who in 
their profperity had made light of him. | Sometimes ficknefs 
opens mens eyes, and reétifies their miftakes. —This is the more 
obfervable, (1.) Becaufe it is not long fince a king of Lfrael 
had in his ficknefs fent to inquire of the god of Ekron, chap. 
i. 2..as if there had been no Godin Ifrael. Note, God fome- 
times fetcheth to himfelf that honour from ftrangers, which is 
denied him, and alienated from him, by his own profefling peo- 
ple. (2.) Becaufe it is not long fince this Ben-hadad had fent 
a great force to treat Elifha as an enemy, chap. vi. 14. yet 
now he courts him as a prophet. Note, Among other inftan- 


ces of the change of mens minds by ficknefs and affiGion, this 


is one, that it often gives them other thoughts of God’s mini- 
fters, and teacheth them to value the counfels and prayers of 
thofe whom they had hated and defpifed. = 
To put’an honour upon the prophet, (1.) He fends to him, 
and doth not fend for him; as if, with the centurion, He 
‘thought himfelf-not worthy that the man of God fhonld come 
under his roof, (2.) He fends to him by Hazael, ‘his prime 
minifter of f{tate, and not by a common meffenger. It is no 
difparagement to the greateft of men to attend the prophets of 
the Lord. Hazael muf go meet him at the place where’he 
had appointed a meeting with his friends. (3.) He fends him 
a noble prefent, of every good thing of Damafcus, as much as 
loaded forty camels, ver. 9. teftifying hereby his affeétion to 
the prophet, and bidding him welcome to Damafcus, and pro- 
viding for his fuftenance while he fojourned there. It is pro- 
bable Elitha accepted it; why fhould he ‘not? though ‘he refa- 
fed Naaman’s. (4.) He orders Hazael to call him his fon 
Ben-hadad, conforming to the language of Ifrael, who called — 


| the prophets fathers. La//y, He put an honour upon ‘him, ‘as _ 
-one acquainted. with the fecrets of heaven, when he inguired 


of him, Shall I recover? Tt is natural to us ta defire to know 
things to come in time, while things to come in eternity are 
little thought of or inquired after. Oe ati, SAR Be 
4. What paffed ‘between Hazael and Elitha is efpecially-re- 
markable. (1.) Elifha anfwered his inquiry “concerning the 
king, that he might recover ; the difeafe was not mortal; but 
that he fhould die another way, ver. ro. not a natural, but-a 
violent death. ‘There are many ways out of ‘the world ; and 
fometimes, while men think to avoid one, they fall by another. — 


‘i 


“ 
4 : 
* 
y 
= 
F 


- What wll thoughts he had of the fin. 
be. great wickednefs, fitter for a brute, fora beaft of prey to do,. 


Chap. VII. » > Ib 


tll he made Hazael bluth, and himfelf weep, ver. rr. ‘The 
man of God could outface the man of war. It was notin Ha- 
zacl’s countenance that Elifha read what he would do; but 
God did at this time reveal it to him, and it fetched tears from 
his eyes. ‘Lhe more forefight men have, the more grief they 
are liable to. 
told him what a great deal of mifchief he forefaw he would do 
to the Hrael of God, ver. 12. what defolations he would make 


. of their flropg holds, and barbarous defirudtion-of their men, 


women, and children. ‘The fins of Ifrael provoked God to 
give them up into the hands of their cruel enemies ; yet Elifha 


' wept to think that ever Ifraelites fhould. be thus abufed; for 


though he foretold, he did not defire the woful day. See what 
havock war makes, what havock fin makes, and how the na- 


‘ture of man is changed by the fall, and {tripped even of huma- 


nity infelf. (4.) Hazael is mightily furprifed at this prediétion: 
ver. 13. What, faith he, is thy fervant a dog, that he fhould do 
this great thing? ‘This great thing he looks upon to be, [1.] 
An att of great power, not to be done but by a crowned head: 


_ it muft “be fome mighty potentate that can prevail thus again{t 
, ter of Ahab was his wife; and he did evil inthe . 
fight of the Lorn. 


Ifrael, and therefore not I. Many are raifed to that dominion 
which they never thought of, and it proves it may be to their 


_ own hurt, Eccl. vit. 9. [2.] An act of great barbarity, which 
could not be done but by one loft to all honour and virtue; and . 


therefore, faith he, it is what I fhall never find in my heart to 


be guilty of: Js thy fervant a dag, to rend, and tear, and de- , 


vour ? Unlefs I were a dog, I could not doit. See here, (1.) 
He looked upon it-to 


than aman. Note, It is poffible-for a wicked man, under the 


* convictions and reftraints of natural confcience, to-exprefs great 


abhorrence of a fin, and yet afterwards to be reconciled to it. 
(2.) What good thoughts he had of himfelf, and better than he 
deferved. He thought it impoflible ‘he fhould do fuch ill-na- 
tured things as the prophet forefaw. Note, We are apt to 
think ourfelves fufficiently armed again{t thofe fins which yet 
we are afterwards overcome by, as Peter, Matth. xxvi. 39. 
Lajity, In anfwer to this, Elitha only told him he /bould be king 


aver Syria;-themhe would have power to do it, and then he. 


would find in-his heart to do it. Youours change mens tempers 
and manners, and feldom for the better: Thou. knoweft not 
what thou wilt do then when thou comeft to be, king; but I 
tell thee, this thou wilt do. Thofe that are lictle and low in 
the world, cannot imagine how {trong the temptations of pow- 
er and profperity are ;. which if ever they arrive to, they will 
find how deceitful their hearts were, and how much worfe than 
they fufpested. 7 nen 
5. What mifchief Hazael did to his matter hereupon; which 
if he took-any occafion to do frony what Elifha had faid, the 
fault was on him, not-on the word. 
If, He bafely-cheated: his mafter, and belied the prophet, 
ver. 14. He told me thow fhouldj certainly recover. This was 


abominubly falfe: he told him he fhould die, ver. 10. but he, 


unfairly and unfaithfully concealed that, either becaufe he was 


~-loth to put the king out of humour with bad news, or becaufe 


hereby he might the more effectually carry on“his defign againtt 
his life, which his fingers itched to be at, when he was told 


- he fhould be his fucceffor. ‘The devil ruins men, by telling 


J ae 


~ they fhall certainly recover and do well; fo rocking them a- 


fleep in fecurity; than which nothing more. fatal. This was 
an injury to the king, who loft the benetit of this: warning to 


_ prepare for death, and an injury to Elitha, who would be count- 
ed a falfe prophet. ape ie 


2dly, He barbaroufly murdered his matter, and fo snade good 
the prophet’s word, ver. 5. 
water, and fpread that upon his face, under pretence of cooling 


| and fo much expofed are princes to violence. 


(3.) When Hazael afked him why he wept, he |} : 
| this infpired. -hiftorian. 
| Kings xx. the terror of the mighty in the land of the living ; but 
he goes down flain to the pit with bis iniquity upon his bones, 
| Ezek. Xx$il. 25. 


_ and tohis: children. 
_vevolted frony under the hand of Judah, and. 
- made a king over thentfelves. 24 So Joram weni 


He dipped a thick cloth in-cold ' 
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and refrefhing him, but fo that it topped his breath, and {tilled 
him prefently, he being weak, and not able to- help himfelf, or 
perhaps afleep ; fuch a bubble is the life of the greateft of men, 
Hazael, that 
was Ben-hadad’s confident,, is his murderer, and, fome think, 
was not fufpected ; nor did it ever come out but by the pen of 
We found this haughty monarch, t 


16 4 And in the fifth year of Joram the fon 


_ of Ahab king of Ifrael, Jehothaphat deine then 
_ king of Judah, Jehoram the fon of Jehothaphat 
_ king of Judah began to reign: 
two years old was he when he Began to reign, 


£7 Thirty: and 


and he reigned eight years in Jerufalent.. 18 


_ And he walked in the way of the kings of If. 


rael, as did the houfe of Ahab:: for the daugh- 


Ig Yet the Lory would 
not deftroy Judah, for David his fervant’s fake, 
ashe promited him to give him alway a light, 
20 In his days Edom 


over to Zar, and all the chariots with him, and 
he rofe by night and {mote the Edomites which 
compafied: him about: and the captains of the 
chariots, and the people fled into their tents. 
22 Yet Edom revolted from under the hand of 


| Judah unto this day.. Then Libnal revolted.’ 


at the fame time. 23 And the reft.of the acts: 


| of Joram, and-all that he did, are they not writ- 
| ten in the book of the chronicles of the kings 


of Judah? 24 And Joram flept with his fa-— 
thers, and.was buried with his fathers in the ci- 


_ ty of David: and Ahaziah. his fon reigned in - 
his ftead. : 


We have here a brief account of the life and reign of eho. 
ram, (or foram), one of the worlt'of the kings of Judahy but the 
fon and fucceffor. of Jehofhaphat, one of the belt. Note, (1.)_ 
Parents cannot give grace to their children. Many that have 
themfelves been godly, have had the grief and shame of feeing 
thofe that came forth out of their bowels wicked and vile: let 
not the families that are thus afli€ted think it {trange. (2.) 
If the children of good parents prove wicked, » commonly they 
are worfe than others ; the unclean fpirit brings in-feven others 
more.wicked than himfelf, Luke xi. 26. (3.) A nation is 
fometimes'juitly punifhed with the miferies of a bad reign, fur 
not improving the bleflings and advantages of a good one. 

Concerning this Jehoram, obferve, 2 

1. The general idea here given of -his badnefs: ver. 18... 
He did as the houfe of Abab, and worfe he.could not do. His 
character was taken’from the bad example he followed; for 
men are according-to the company they converfe with, and the 
copies they write after. No miftake. is more fatal to young 
people, than a miftake in the choice of thofe whom they would 
recommend themfelves to, and take their meafures from, and 
whofe good opinion they value themfelves by. Jehoram chofe 

; the 


5 8 4 If, 
the houfe of Aheb for his pattern,. rather than his. father’s 
houfe, and it was his ruin. We have a particular account of 
his-wickednefs, 2 Chron. xxi. murder, idolatry, perfecution, 
every thing that was bad. 

2. The oceafions of his badnefs.. His father was a. very 

~good man, and, né doubt, took care to have ‘him taught. the” 
good knowledge of the Lord; but, (1.): It is certain. he-did- 
ill to marry him to the daughter. of Ahab. No good could 
come by an alliance with an idolatrous familys but, all mifchief 
with fuch a daughter of fuch a mother.as: A thaliah the daugh- 
ter of Jezebel. _ The degeneracy of the old world took rife 
from the unequal yoking of profeffors with profane. Thofe 
that are ill matched are already half ruined. (2.) I doubt he 
did not do well to make him king in his own lifetime. It is 
faid here, ver. 16. he began to. reign, Fehofbaphat. being. then 
king. Hereby he gratified his pride, (than which nothing. is 
more pernicious to young people, indulged him in his ambition, 
in hopes to reform him by humouring him, and fo brought a 
curfe upon his family, as Eli did, whofe fons made themfelves 
wile, and he refrained them not. Jehothaphat had made this 
wicked fon'of-his viceroy once when he went with Ahab to 
Ramoth-gilead, from which Jehofhaphat’s feventeenth year, 1 
Kings xxii. 51. is made Jehoram’s fecond, 2 Kings.i. 17. 
but afterwards, in his twenty-fecond year, he made him: part- 
ner in the government, and. from thence Joram’s ¢ight years 
ate to be dated, three years before his father’s death. . It has 
been hurtful to many young men, to come too foon. to their 
eftates: Samuel got nothing by making his fons judges. 

3. The rebukes of Providence which he was under for his. 
badnefs.. (1.) The Edomites revolted, who had been under 
‘the govérnment of the king of Judah ever fince David’s time, - 
about one hundred and fifty years, ver. 20. 
reduce them, and gave them a defeat, ver. 21. but he could 
mot improve the advantage he had got, fo as to recover his do- 
minion over them ; yet Edom revolted, ver. 22: and the Edo- 
mites were after this bitter enemies to the Jews, as appears by 
the prophecy of Obadiah, and-Pfal. cxxxvii. 7. Now Lfaac’s 
_ prophecy was fulfilled, that this Efay the elder thall ferve Ja- 
-eob the younger; yet, in procefs of time, he fhould break that 

yoke from off bis neck, Gen. xxvii. 40. 
_ That was a city in Judah, im the heart of his country,'a priefts 
city; the inhabitants of that city fhook of his government, de- 
cause he had forfaken God, and would have compelled them to 
do fo too, 2 Chron. xxi. 11. and that they might preferve their 
religion, fet up a free ftate ; perhaps other cities did the fame. 

(3+) His reign was shorts God cut him off in the mitit-of his 
~ days, when he was but forty years old, and had rei gnec but eight 
years» Bloody and deceitful men fhall not live out half their days. 

- 4. The gracious care of Providence for the keeping up of 
the kingdom of Judah, and the houfe of David, notwithftand- 
ang the apoftafies and calamities of Jehoram’s reign? ver. Io. 


~ Let the Lord would not deftroy Fudah 3 he could éafily have ° 


done it, he might juftly have done it, it would have been 
no lofs to him to, have’ done it, yet he would not do it 
for David’s fake: not for the fake of any merit of his which 


‘could chailenge thisfavour to his family as a debt, but for the - 


fake of a promife made to him, that he fhould always have a 
lamp, i.e. a fucceflion of kings from one generation to another ; 
by which his name fhould be kept bright and. illuftrious, as a 
lamp is kept burning by a continual frefh fapply of oil ; that his 
family fhould never-be extin&, till it terminated in the» Mef- 


~Aiah, that fon of David, on whom was to be Aung all the glory | 
_ his father’s houfe's and in whole everlafting kingdom that, © 
promife to Davidris fulfilled, Pfal. cxxxii. 17. J ave ordained 


«@ lamp for mine anointed. 
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He attempted to... 


_telation to Alhab’s family was-the ocvafion, © 


‘Lhe conclufion of; this impious and inglorious feign, ver. 


; | ¥ Chap. VIL. 


23, 24. Nothing peculiar'is fic of him but we are old, 2 
Chron. xxi. 19, 20. that he died. of fore dijtafes, and. died 
without being defired, . Bind AS Soccer ae 
25 {in the twelfth year of Joram the fon of 
Ahab king of Hrael, did Ahaziah the fon of 
Jehoram king.of Judah, begin to reign. 26 


Two.and twenty years old was.Ahaziah when. . 


he began to reign, and he reigned one year in 


Jerulaleth 5 and his mother’s name was Atha- - 


liah, the daughter of Omni king of Ifrael.. 27 
And he walked in the way of the» houfe of 
Ahab, ‘and did evil in the fight’ of the Lorn, 
as did the houfe of Ahab; for he was the fon- 
in-law of the houfe of Ahab. 28. And he 


went with Joram the fon of Ahab, -to the war 


againit Hazael king of Syria in Ramoth-silead, 
and the Syrians wounded: Joram4) 29 And king 


Joram went back to be healed in Jezreel, of the : 
wounds which the Syrians had’ giventhim at 
Rama, when he fought againit Hazael king of 


Syria; and Ahaziah the fon of Jehoram king 
of Judah, went down to fee Joram the 


SB PS 
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God’s account, vile.—I¢ is too plain ‘an evidence of ‘the affini- 


c fon lof 
Ahab in Jézreel,, becaufe-he was ficky: 42 0.5 


As among common perfons there ‘are! fome that we call hits 
‘tle men, that make-no figure, are little regarded, and lefS: va- 
lued; fo among kings, there are fome that, in comparifon with ~ 
others, we may call little kings. This Ahaziah was.one..of 
thefe ; he looks méan in the hiftory, and, becaufe ‘wicked, ‘in 


ty between Jehofhaphat‘and Ahab, that they’ had ‘the fame 


fuppofe:they defigned to compliment, one another, 


two fons, Ahazial and Jehoram that reigned fuccefliy, = 
| hofhaphat had a fon and grandfon’ named Jehoram 
(2.) Libnah revolted. | 


Aha 


NG 

ziah, ‘that, ‘in like ‘manner, reigned ‘fucodilivelps ! amneae tne - 

deed donot make natures ; but it was an ill omen to Jehotha- 
phat’s family to borrow names. from Ahab’s; or if he lent the 
|. names to that wretched family, he could not communicate. 


with them the devotion of their fignifications, A 


‘ J 5 


chaziah, Taking 


“hold of the Lord 3 and Jehoram, The Lord ‘exalted, 


| Ahaziah king of Ifrael had reipned-but two 
king of Judah: reigned: but:one.* 


We are: here told, that his 
"1. Of-his wickedneff, yer. 27. He walked in the way of the 


‘houfe of Ahab, that idolatrous- bloody houfe; for his mother 
was f\hab’s daughter, ver. 26. So that he fucked in wicked. > 
nefs with his milk, Partus fequitur ventrem. When men chufe 

| wives for themfelves, they muft remember they are choofing — 


mothers for their children, and are concerned to choofe aecord- 
ingly. facet a ee 
2. Of his fall. : 
join with him for the recovery of Ramoth-gilead, an attempt: 
fatal to Ahab : fo it was to Joram his fon; for in that expe 


years, Ahaziah | 


Joram, his mother’s brother, courted him to 


Sen 


_hames in their families, at the fame time, in Avhich ye -may : 


dition he was wounded, ver. 28.-and returned to Jezreel to be.” 


Providence fo ordered, it, that he that 


horam did, ver. 29. ¥ 


: ES 


cured, leaving his army there in poffeflion, of the place. -Aha> — 
ziah was hkewife returned, but went to Jezreel to fee how. Je- 


had been debauched by the houfe of Ahab, fnight be cut off 


with them, when the meafure of their iniquity was full, as we 
fhall find in the next chapter. They that partake with finners 


' in their fins, muft exped to Partake with them in theit plagues. a 
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Hazael and Jehu were the men that were defigned to be the 


infirumenis of God?s juffice, in punifring and defroying_ 


the hayfe of Ababs Elijah was bidden to appoint them 
to this fervices but, upon Ahab’: humiliation, a reprieve 
was granted, and fo 1 was ‘eft to Ehifha to acquaint 
them. Hazael's elevation ta the throne of Syria we read 
of in the foregoing chapter ; and we muft now attend Jehu. 
to the throne of Lrael; far he that efcapeth the [ward of 

Hazael, as Foram and Abaziah did, Jehu muft flay, of 

«which this chapter gives us an account. 1. A commiffion 

ts fent to Jehu by the hand of one of the prophets, to take 
_ upon bim the government, and defroy the houfe of Abab, 

ver. 1,10. IT. Here 7s bis /peedy execution of this com- 
miffion. (1.) He communicates this to. bis captains, ver. 

11,15. (2.) He marches direfly to Fexreel, ver. 16, 

—20., and there dipatcheth, [1.] Foram bing of Lfracl, 

ver. 20,26. [2.] Abaziah king of Fudab, ver. 27,— 

29. - [3-] Fexebel, ver. 30,—37. 

A ND Elitha the prophet called one of the 
A children of the prophets, and faid unto 
him, Gird up thy loins, and take this box of 
oil in thine hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead. 
2 And when thou comett thither,-look out there 
Jehu the fon of Jehofhaphat, the fon of Nimfhi, 
and go in, and’make him arife up from among 
his brethren, and carry him to an inner cham- 
ber. 3 Then take the box of oil, and pour iz 
on his head, and fay, Thus faith the Lorp, I 
have anointed thee king over Ifrael: then open 
the door, and flee, and tarry not. 4 4 So the 
young man, even the young man the prophet, 
went to Ramoth-gilead. 5 And when he came, 
behold, the captains of the hott’ were fitting ; 
and he faid, I have an errand to thee, O captain. 
And Jehu aid, Unto which of all us? And he 
- faid, To thee, O captain. 6 And he arofe, and 
went into the houfe, and he poured the oil on 


his head, and faid unto him, Thus faith the - 


Lorp God of Ifrael, I have anointed. thee king 


over the people of the Lorp, even over Ifrael.. . 


7 And thou fhalt fmite the houfe of Ahab thy 
‘mafter, that I may avenge the blood of my 
fervants the prophets, and the blood of all the 
fervants of the Lorn, at the hand: of Jezebel. 
8 For the whole houie of Ahab fhall perith, and 


Twill cut off fom Ahab, him that pifleth againft | 


the wall, and him that is fhut up, and left in 
Ifrael. 9 And I will make the houfe of Ahab, 
like the houfe of Jeroboam the fon. of Nebat, 
and like the houfe of Baatha the fon of Ahijah. 
10 And the dogs fhall eat Jezebel in the por- 
tion. of Jezreel, and. there /bail be none to bury. 
_ her. And he-opened the door, and fled. 


We have-here the anointing of Jehu to: be king, who was. 


at this time a commander. (probably commander in. chief) of 
the forces employed’ at’ Ramoth-gilead, ver. 14, ‘There he 
was fighting for the king his mafter, but received orders from 
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a higher King to.fight agamft him. It doth not appear that 
Jehu aimed at the government, or that he ever thought of it, 
but the commiffion given him’ was .a perfect furprife to him. 
Some think he had been anointed before by Elijah, whom God 
ordered to do it, but privately, and with an intimation that he 
muft not a& till further orders; as Samuel anointed David 
long before he was to come to the throne. But that is not at 
all probable : for then we mutt fuppofe Elijah had aaointed 
Hazael too. No; when God bid him do thefe things, he 
bid him anoint Elitha to be prophet in his room, to do théenr 
when he was gone, as God fhould dire? him. Here 1S, 

1. The commiffion fent. Elitha did not go himfclf to a- 
noint Jehu, becavfe he was old, and unfit for fuch a journey,. 
and fo well known that he could not do it privately, could not 
go and come withont obfervation; therefore he fends one of 
the fons of the prophets to do it, ver. 1. They not only reve- 
renced him as their father, chap. ii. 11. but obferved and 6« 
beyed him as their father. This fervice of anointing Jehu, (1.) 
Had danger in it, (1 Sam. xvi. 2.), and therefore it was not: 
fit Elitha fhould expofe himfelf, but one of the fons of the pro- 
phets, whofe life was of lefs value, and who could do it with 
lefs danger. (2.) It required labour, and therefore fitter for 
a young man in his full ftrength. Let youth work, and age 
direct. (3.) Yet it was an honourable piece of {e1vice to a- 
point a king; and he that did it, might hope to be preferred for 
it afterwards: and therefore, for the encouragement of the 
young prophets, Elitha employed one of them; he would not 
ingrofs all:the honours to himfelf. nor grudge the young 'pro- 
phets a fhare in them. : % 

When he fent him, (1.) He put the oil icto his hand: with: 
which he muft anoint Jehu. Take this box of oil. Solomon 


' was anointed. with oil out of the tabernacle, 1 Kings i. 39.. 


That could not now be had; but oil froma prophet’s hand was: 
equivalent to oil out of God’s houfe.. It was not the conftant 
practice to anoint kings, but upon the diftarbance of the fuc- 
cefhon, as in the cafe of Solomon ;. or the-interruption of it, 
asin the cafe of Joath, chap. xi. 12. ;: or the tranflation of the: 
government. toa new. family, as here, and in the cafe of Da- 
vid; yet it might be ufed ordinarily, though the feriptures do. 
not mention it.. (2.) He put the qwords into his mouth which. 
he mult fay, ver. 3, Ihave anointed thee king, and, no doubt,, ° 
told him all the reft that he faid, ver.7;—-10. Thofe whom. 
God fends on his errand, thail not: go without full inftructions. 
Re alfo ordered him, (1.)’To do. it privately ;. to fingle out 
Jehu from the reft of the captains, and anoint him én an inner 
chamber, ver. 2.3. that Jehu’s confidence in his commiffion. 
might be tried, when he had no witnefs to. atteftit. Hig: 
being of a fudden fpirited for the fervice,. would be proof fuf- 
ficient of his: being anointed to it; there needed: no other: 
proof. ‘The thing fignified was the beft evidence of the fign.. 
(2.) To do.it expeditioufly.. When he went about it, Jie muft. 
gird up his loins; when he-had done it. he mutt Slees.and n-t 
tarry for a fee, or a treat, or to fee what Jehtu.would do. It 
becomes the fons of the prophets to be quick. and lively at their: 
work, to go about it, and go through it, as men that hate: 
fauntering and trifling. They fiiould. be as angels that fly: 


_ fwiftly. 


2. The commiffion delivered). The young prophet did his: 
bufinefs. with difpatch ; was at Ramoth-gilead prefently, ver. 4.. 
There he found. the general: officers: fitting together, either at. | 


"dinner, or in a.council of war, vers 5,- With the affarance that 


became a meflenger from God, notwithf{tanding the meannefs. - 
of his appearance, he called Jehu out. from the reft, not wait- 


ing his leifure, or begging his pardon for difturbing him,.but as: 


one having“authority, / Aave an errand to thee, O captain, Per- 
haps Jehu had fome intimation of his bufinefs ;. and thegefere: 
4. E tat, 


586 If. 


that he might not feem too forward to catch at: the Honour, he 


atked; To which of-all-us 2 that it‘might nét be fad afterwards, | 
he gdt it by {peaking ‘firlt, bari they mighw all’ be fatisfied he was 


indeed ithe perfon defigned. ry ‘2 

- When; the prophet had him:alone,; he-anointed him, yer. 6. 
The. anointing of the Spirit is a hidden thing; that new name, 
which‘none ‘knows but they that Have'it: “Herewsth, J 
“ff, He invelts Rint in * che royal dignitys: Thus faithothe 
Lord God of L/eael, whofe meflenger I! am, in his: name / have 
anointed thee king) oven ithe -people, of the. Lord... He gives, him 
an. unconteftible title; but minds him that he was made a king, 
(1.) By the God of Tfrael; from him she muft fee his power 
derived ; for by him kings reign ;* for hii he ‘mutt ufe it, and 
to ‘him’ he mutt be accountable. . Magittrates are: the minifters 
of God, and mufb therefore ag in dependance-uponj him, ,agd 


witha eniire devotednefs to him,.and.to.his glory, (2) Over. 
the Ffrael of God. Though the people of Lfrael were wretchedly. | 
corrupted, andhad forfeited all the hanout of ‘télatioit to Ged, | 


yet they are here called the people of the Load; for he hedla 
right to them, .and: had | nov yet given themya bill-of divorce. 
Jehu muft: look upon the people, he was;made. king .of asthe 


people of the; Lord;-not as his vaflals, but God’s freemen, his 


fons, his firlt-born, not to be abufed or tyrannized over; God's 


people, and therefore to be ruled for him, and'according to his 


hiws.~ zi. 


adly, He inftructs him in :his prefent-fervice,-which was, to 


deltroy all the houfe of Ahab, ver. 7.3 not that, he might clear 
his own: way to the throne, and fecure to himfelf the pofleffion 
of it, but that he might execute the judgments of God upon 
that guilty and obnoxious family. 
that the relation might be ‘no obje@tion. He was thy matter, 
and to lift np thy: hand, againft hisfon and fucceffor, would: be 
not only bafe-ingratitude, but treafon, rebellion, and all that ts 
naught, if thou hadft not an immediate command from God ta 
doit: but,thou art under higher obligations to thy matter in hea- 
ven, than to thy mafter'Ahab; he‘has determined, that the whole 
houfe’ of Ahab phall perifh, and by thy hand ; fear-not, hath 
‘not he commanded thee ? fear not fin, his command will jutti- 
fy thee, and bear thee out ;. fear not danger, his command will 
ptofper thee, and bring thee off. 
That he might intelligently, and ina right manner; do this 
great execution onthe houfe of Ahab, he tells him,’ 
~(a.) What was/their crime, what the ground: oftheir con- 
troverfy, and wherefore God had this quarrel with them, that 
he might have an eye to that which God shad an eye'to; and 
that was the blood of God?s fervants the prophets, and other*his 
faithful worfhippers, which they had fhed, and which muft now: 
be required at the hand of Jezebel. ‘That they were idolaters, 
was bad enough, and merited all that was brought upon them ; 
yet this is not mentioned here ; ‘but the controverfy God has 


with them, is for their being perfecutors ; not fo much their - 


throwing doin God's altars, as their laying his prophets with 
the fevord. Nothing fills the meafure of the iniquity of any 
prince or people fo as this doth, nor brings a furer and forer 
ruin. ' This was the fin that brought on Jerufalem its firft de- 
{truétion, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16. and its final one, Matth.. xxiii. 
347, 38+ Jezebel’s whoredoms and witchcrafts were not:fo 
provoking as her perfecuting the prophets, killing: fome, and 
driving the: reft into corhers:and caves, 1 Kings XVAIl. 4.0 
(22) What was their doom: "They were fentenced to: utter 
deftraction; not td be correéted, but to be’ cut off, and rooted 
out. This Jehu muft know, that his eye might not {pare for 
pity, favour, or affeétion. All that belonged to Ahab mu{t be 
dlain, ver. 8. 
tended, in the deftruction of the families of Jeroboam and 
Baatha, yer. 9. and he is particularly. dixected. to. throw Jeze- 
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He calls’ Ahab his matter, | 


A. pattern ‘is: given. him: of the deftruétion in=.. 


. bel'to the dogs, ver. 10. The wholerftock of royal blood was 


little enovph, ahd! too little,to:atone for the blood. of the pro- 
phets, the faints and martyrs,’ which in God’s.accountiis of 


_ great price. 


The prophet having done this. errand, made the beft of his 
way home again, and’ left Jehu alone to confider-what he:had 
to do, ‘and to beg direction from’ Ged.) ad ta on hy 3 
tt F Then Jehu'came forth'to the fervant 
of his lord,,and ove faid unto him, Zs all well? . 
wherefore came, this, mad, fe/low to thee ?-And 
he faid-tinto them, Ye-know the man, and his 
communication. 12 And they faid; Jz rs fable, 
tell us now. And he faid, Thus and thus fpake 
-he to me, faying, Thus faith the Lorn, T haye 
anointed thee king over Ifrael,, 1,3. Then.they 
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hafted, and took every man’ his.garment,and 
put 72 under him on: the top of thé ftairs; and _ 
blew with trumpets, faying, Jehu is king’ 14 
So. Jehu. the. fon. of, Jehott.aphat, the fon of - 
Nim(thi, confpired againft Joram : (Now Joram 
had kept Ramoth-gilead, he and all Ifrael, be-. 
caufe of Hazael king of Syriav 1 5 But king 
Joram,was returned to be healed In, Jeareel, of 
the wounds which the Syrians had; givenrhim,, ~ 
when he fought with Hazael king ef Syria.) 
And Jehu faid, If it be your minds, ‘then let 
none go forth nor efcape out of the city, to go, 
to tell i¢ in jezreel. ised See 
Jehu; after fome paufe, returned to his place at, theboard, — 
taking no notice of what had pafled, but, as.it fhould feem, de- 
figning for the prefent to keep it. to chimfelf, if, they had not’ 
urged him to difcover it. Let us thereforé fee what pafled be 
taveer hii ‘and the-captains:: 3! e.huishadt 1 at eaS 
1. With what contempt the captains fpeak of the! young pro-. 
phet, ver..11. Wherefore came this mad fellow to thee ? What 
bufinefs has he with thee ? And why.wouldft thou humour him, 
fo far as to retire for converfation with him? Are prophets — 
company for captains ? ‘They call him ’a’mad felldw} becaufe he 
was one of thofe that would not ran vith them to an excefs of 
riot, 1 Pet. iv. 4. that lived a, life of. felf-denial, mortification, 
and. contempt of the world, and {pent their time in. devotion ;, 
for thefe things they thought the prophets were. fools, and the 
Spiritual men were mad, Hof. ix. 7. Note, Thofe that have 
no religion, commonly fpeak with difdain of thofe’ that are re- 
ligious, and look upon them as crack’d brained,,. They faid of 
our Saviour, He is. befide himf¢lf; of John Baptift, He has-a 
devil, is a poor melancholy man; of St Paul, That much learn 
ing had made him mad. The highelt wifdom is thus repres 
fented as fully, and thofe that beft underftand themfelves look- 
ed upon as befide themfelves.— Perhaps Jehu intended it for a. 
rebuke to his friends, when he faid, 2% know the man.to. be a — 
prophet, why then do you call him a mad fellow? Ye know 
the way of his communication to be not from: madnefs, but in- 
fpiration. Or, being a prophet, you may guefs what his bufi- 
nefSis, to tell me of my faults,and to teach me my duty; Ineed 
not inform you concerning it. ‘Thus he thought to have put them 
off, but they urged him to. tell them. It is falfe, (fay they), we. 
cannot conjecture what was his.errand, and therefore tell us. 
Being thus. prefled 10 it, he told-them that the prophet had a- 
nointed him Ring, and, it is probable, fhewed them the oil upon his 
head, ver, 12... He knew not but fome of them, either out of 
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loyalty to Joram, or envy-of him, might-oppofe him, and go 
near to cruth his intereft ia its. infancy; but he relied on the 
diving appointment, and was notafraid,to own it, knowing 
whom he had trufted. He that raifed him would {tand by 
him. ) eet 
2. With what refpe& they compliment,the new king upon 
the firft notice of his advancement, ver. 13. How meanly fo- 
ever they thonght of the prophet that anointed him, and of his 


office, they expreffed ja great veneration for the royal dignity of} 


him that was anointed, and were very forward to proclaim him 
with-found of trumpet. In token of their fubjetion’ and alle- 
giance ito him, their affection to. his perfon and government, 
and their defire to fee him high, and eafy in it, they put their 
garments under him, that he might ftand or fit upon them on 
the top of the flairs, in the fight of the foldiers, who, upon the 
firft intimation, came together to grace the folemnity.’ God put 
it into’ their hearts thus ‘readily. to own ‘him; or he turns the 
hearts »of) people, as well)as kings, like,the rivers of water, 
into what.¢hannel he pleafeth. . Perhaps they were -difquieted 
at Joram’s government, or hada particular affection for Jehu ; 
however, it feems things were-ripe for the revolution, and they 
all ‘came “into Jehu’s intereft, and con/pired againfL Foram, 
Wers a4. WOK’ } Ltt ; v4 
_9¢8...With what caution Jehu proceeded., He, had advantages 
again{t Joram, and he knew, how toimproye them. He had 
the army with’ him: Joram had Teft it, and was gone hoine ill 
wotinded. Now, in two things Jehu’s good conduct-appears : 
(1+) That he complimented the captains, and would donothing 
(withont’their advice and confent: Jf it be-your minds, we will 
do fo and {o,,,elfe not; thereby,intimating the deference he 
-paid to their judgment, and the confidence he had in their fide- 
lity, both which were: very obliging. It is the wifdom of thofe 
that would rife faft, and ftand firm, to’ take their friends along 
with them: 0(2.) ‘That he:contrived. to furprife Joram; and 
¥n order thereto, toxcome upon him withfpeedy and to prevent 
‘his ‘having notice of what was now dene: Let none .go forth to 
vell.ut in’ Fedreel; that, asia {nave, the ruin may come.on him, 
and his houfe.. ‘The fuddennefs of an attack fometimes, turns 
tojas-pood an account as the force of it. 
ei) So- fehu rodé in a chariot, and went’to 
Y oKeBTE SLL, (for Joram Jay there) and Ahaziah 
king of Judah was come -down to fee Joram. 
orp -And-there ftooda’ watchman on the tower 
in Jezreel,’and ‘he {pied the company of Jehu 
as ‘he came, and faid, J fee a company. “And 
Joram faid, Lake an horfeman, and fend to 
meet. them, and let him fay Z iz peace? 18 
‘So there went ‘one’ on horfeback to meet him, 
“and faid, ‘Thus faith the king, Zs it peace? 
TITS Cans 0 18 Sn REDS | s 
And Jehu faid, What haft thou to do with 
“peace? turnithee behind me. And the watch- 
man told, faying; The meflenger came to them, 
But he cometh not again. 19 Then he fent 
out a fecond on horfeback, which came to them, 
_,and faid, Thus faith the king, Js zt peace? And 


_fehu anfwered, ‘What haft thou to do with 


peace > turn thee behind me. 20 And the 
watehman told, faying, He* came even unto 
them, and cometh not again: and the driving 
#s like the driving of Jehu the fon. of Nimshi; 
for-he driveth furioufly.,, 22. And Joram faid, 


\ 
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Make ready. And his chariot was made rea- 
dy. And Joram king of Mrael, and Ahaziah 
king of Judah went out, each: in his chariot, 
and they went out againft Jehu, and met him 
in the portion of Naboth the Jezreelite. 22 
And if came to pafs when Joram faw Jehu, that 
he faid, Zs i¢ peace, Jehu? And he anfwered, 
What peace, fo long as the whoredoms of thy 
mother Jezebel, and her witchcrafts are /o ma- 
ny?..23 And Joram turned his hands, and: 
fled, and faid'to Ahaziah, Y/ere is treachery, 
O Ahaziah. 24 And Jehu drew a bow with 
his full ftrength, and’ {mote Jehoram between 
his arms, and the arrow went out-at his heart, 
and he funk down in.his chariot. 25 Then 
faid Febu to Bidkar his captain, Take up, and 
caft-him in the portion of the field of Naboth 
the Jezreelite : for remember how that when. 
I and thou rode together after Ahab his father,. 
the Lorn laid this burden upon him. 26 Sures. 
ly, I have feen yefterday the blood of Naboth,,. 
and the blood of his. fous,  faid the Lorp, and 
I will requite thee in this plat, faith the Lorn. 
Now therefore take and cait him into the plat. 
of ground, according to the word of the Lorp. 
27 { But when Ahaziah the king of Judah. 
faw this, he fled by the way of the garden- 
houfe : and Jehu followed after him; and faid, 
Smite him alio in the chariot : dud they did fp, 
at the going up to Gur, which is by Ibleam: 
and he fled to Megiddo, and died there. 28. 
And his fervants carried him in a chariot :to 
Jerufalem, and buried him in his fépulchre with : 


his. fathers in the city of David. 29 And in the- 


eleventh year of Joram the fon of Ahab, be-- 
gan Ahaziah to. reign over Judah. 


~ From Ramoth-gilead to Jezrecl: was more than one day’s - 
march ;. about the mid-way between them the river Jordan mutt 
be.croffed.,. We may fuppofe Jehu ;to, have marched with all 
pofhble expedition, and to take the utmoft precaution to pre- 
yent the tidings.from getting \to Jezreel before him; and at 
length we have him within ken firlt, and then within reach of 
the devoted king. : 

I. Joram’s watchman difcovers him firft at a diftance ; hint 
and:his retinue, and gives notice to the king of the approach. 
of a company :. whether of friends or foes, he cannot tell. But 
the/king, impatient to know what is the matter,.and peihaps 
jealous that the Syrians,. who had wounded him, dogged him. 
by the blood to his own palace, and were coming to feize him,. 
fent firft one meffenger, and then another, to bring him intel- 


ligence, ver. 17,19. He had fcarce recovered the fright he 


was put into in the battle, and his guilty confcience put him 
into a continual terror. Each meffenger afked the fame quef- 
tion, Js it peace? Are you for-us, or: for our adverfaries? do 


-yourbring good tidings, or bad ?. and had the fame anfwers. 


What haft thou to do with peace ? turn thee behind me, yer. 185 
19. g. d. It is not to thee, but to him that fent thee, that T 
will give anfwer 5. for thy part, if thou confult thy own fafety, 

452 turns 
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turn thee behind me, and lik thyfelf.among,myfollowers. The} 
watchman gives notice, that, the meflengers., were. taken prifons 
ers; anc_at length obferves, that the leader of this, troop. drove 
hike Jehu; who, it feems,. was. noted: for. drixing. furioufly,s 
thereby difcovering himfelfto, be a,man:of.a.hot eager {pirit,, 
iatent upon his bufinefs,, and. pushing: forward: with -all his 
might. A’ man: of fuch a, violeng. temper, was. fittelt. forithis { 
fervice to which Jehu was Siliands »{Dhe.wifdom, of God is 


| lyfeoncluded the long:threaténdd, -day, (of meckoningcwas| now! 
| comes, and cried out, There is, ‘eae 0 cone eJehp ts, 
our enemy, and it 1s time for us to f na or our fai ety y Both, 
| fled! ‘And? Ur. Shy FO}: RL i : LOG bee MP oUF 
4.) Joram King oP Mhael ‘was Main prefenily, ver! 24. Fes 
“hu difpatched him with his own hands. The cow, was: not. 
drawn at a venture, as that which fent the fatal artow through 
thejoits ofthis father’s hamefs;}) butidireGted) the cargow be- 
tween'bis fhotilders as‘hevfled, : (id Was20neo of! God’sarrows ! 
which be bas ordained againft the perfecutor; Plakewid 1/33) i amd 
itcreathed tovbisoheart, fo» thath he idied) upon:the fore >: fibers 
' was) now: thé top-btanch:of Avhab’s: houfe; and therefore was 
firft:cutioffi; <He died-a ‘criminal; under: the fentence of thes» 
law; whicly Jehu,:the éxecutiongr, purfaes: ind the: idifpefalok 
‘the dead»body.| Naboth’s vineyard» was chard by, which put’ 
hing an. mind*of. thatrcireumftanceésofh the! sdeom Elijahs pafled <: 
upon Ababa will requite thee in this: plat; faid the Loar, ( veri 
2 59 26s), fori the| blood of Naboth, :himfelf, and for: the: bloodsof ie 
his fons 3>.who were eitherspuf!to »death with» hinnas;partners:)) 
in his crime, 'or-fecretlyomurdered: after, left: they fhould brig: 
an_appeal, or !find? fome-way: to revenge their sfather?s ideath 3u0 
or had broke their shearts for the lofs of him; or his. whole on? 
. ftate being confifeated, as well as: his vineyard, «had » loft there: 
| livelihoods, which iwaslin effech toc lofe: their dives.) For this ‘\ 
, the ‘houfe of Ahab maftbe' reckoned> with; and that wery pieceia: 
of ground which he with fo muchspride andi pleafure’ had made. > 
f himfelf matter of, at the expence, of the guilt ofinnodent bléod, 
| now! became the theatré:om which his fon’s dead cbody day: éx* 54 
gaint him, and Jehu had the. force of. Elijah’s curfe fighting | pofeda {pectacle tothe worlda « Thiusiothe 2Zlord in! kioaun By 
for him. The circumitances of events. are; fometimes fo.or-.}' the judements. avhich he enecutethic Higgaion.,Selahyt's\oi acibteoas » 
dered by divine Providence, as to make the ,punhment anfwer .. — (22)oAthaziah king of Judah |was- putfued, wand» flain dn vai: 
‘the fin, as face anfwers to face in a Blas... sci cosdy of bas. < shh. Aittheltimeytand not far’ off, inersi 27y¥12%.07f:18)! Though he wassy 
2dly, J oram’s demand was {till the fame ; Ls it peacey, Fe-.|. now-in- Joram’s conipany,; hé hadi:ndth been sflain but that hess: 
ba ?<Ts all well? Dol thou come home thus, flying: from the .}, was joined, with: the :houfeiof “hbab-bathdmafinity and as int-y 
Syrians, or more than a conqueror .over, them? It feems) he..} quitye.>Heiwas oné of them; fo Helhad made’ hinrfelf) by his 
Jooked for peace, and could not entertain any other thought... fins} and, therefore he mutb farevas thé faredss Jéhugjuly,.¢on-y- « 
Note, It is very: common for great finners, even when they are. ftruedlthis:commiffion to:extend: to thems: Yetyo(2.) Perhaps: «> 
ppon the brink of rain, to flatter themfelves with an opinion. he had-not at this atime fallen’ withcthem,:ifvhe had not ibeemis~ 
; efi foundsinceompany:with: theme» Jt is‘ dangerous ctling-to af «. 


that all is well with them, and to cry peace to. themfelves. 
3dly, Jehu’s reply was very ftartling: He anfwered him. |: fociate with evil-doers; we may be. atangled chothidn’ guilteand <7 
Ne mifery iby ites | gainug: bas leltod-onildmud tobeaal- Wks 


with a queftion, What peace can{t thon expegt, Jo long as the, 
whoredoms of thy mother Fesebel, (who though , queen-dowa- . 


3 


feen in the choice of properin{traments.to be employed in his, 
work.” But it is ngt, Much» for Any, man’s, reputation; te; be 
known by his fary, He that has rule-over. his, own fpirit, » is 
better than the mighty. | ‘The Chaldee paraphrafe gives this a... 
contrary fenfe: The. leading is hike. that of Febu,. for pe leads, 
quietly, And it fhould fee he did. .not,.come up, very. falt, 
for then there had: not been time.for all thisthat, pafled, » And... 
fome think he chofe to drive flowly, that-he might) give: Joram 
time to come out to him, and fo difpatch him before-..he»en- 
tered the city. STE 


2. Joram himfelf goes out. to. mect him, and takes. Ahaziah -. 
king of Judah along with him; neither of them equipped for,, 
War, as not expecting an enemy, but in hafte to have their,cu-. | 
wiofity fatisfied. How {trangely has Providence fometimes.orz | 
dered it, that men have been in hafte to meet. their ruin, when 
their day has come to fall! atte | 
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if, ‘The place where Joram met, Jeltu was, ominous; in the. 


portion of Naboth the  Fexrechite, vere Br. ; Thevvery, fight of 
that-ground ‘was enough to make Joram tremble, and: Jehu.tri- 
umph ; for Joram had the guilt of Naboth’s blood fighting a-. 


: ey ay Soe, cade agining 98) aot od aot arene lol y 
Ser, Was in effedt queen-regent) and her witchcrafts are fo ma- | at And. when Jehu (Was, come to Jezreel, 
ay ® See how plainly Jehu deals with him; formerly he durft.|, Jezebel heard. of 7t, andthe, paintedsher face, 18 
not do fo, but now he had another fpirit, _ Note, Sinners will and) tired her head, and looked out ata ‘window. 109 
not always be flattered ; one time or other they will have. their | 31 And’as Jeha entered in at ‘the gate; the faid, 
| Had Timti peace, who flew his 3 after? "23 And & 


own given them, P al. XXXVI. 2.  Obleryes (1.) He chargeth: 
lL azpen baiciisinny Ae J" Sipe s6 Sesion wut eer sssorl * 
) he lift up. his face to the window, and faid,. 


upon bim his mother’s wickednefs, becaufe he had_firlt learn, 
ed it, and then with his kingly: power protected it, She ftands 
impeathed. for whoredom, corporal. and {piritual, {erving idols, 
and ferving them with the very a@s of lewdnefs ;. for witch-. 
craft likewife, inchantments and divinations, ufed in. honour. of 
her idols ; and thefe mulupliéd, the whoredoms and the, witch,,. 
crafts many ; for thofe that abandon themfelves. to wicked , 
courfes, know not where they will {top, One fin begets ano. , 
ther. (2.) Upon that account, he throws him. off from all pre- 


) Who is on my fide, who.2; And, .there,,looked: 
| outeto-him twoor, three eunuchsion 93And he 3 
faid, Throw her down. So ‘they’ thtew her 
down; and /ome of her blood was {prinkled on 
) the wall, and.on the horfes:, and he trode her. 
v under foot. 34. And. when he was.come in, he 
did-eat and drink, -and»faidy Go ‘fee: now this’ 
» GUaiRG Heotiary ang Bary tek for fie es eee s 
| daughter. 35,And they went to bury her, but 


tenfions to peace: What peace can come to that houfe in which 
there is fo much wickednefs unrepented of ? Note, ‘The way 
of fin can neyer be’ the way of peace, Ifa, lvii.. 21. What 
peace can finners have with God, what peace with their own 
confciences, what good, what comfort can they expect in life, 
in death, or after death, that go on. {till in their, trefpafles ? 
No peace fo long as fin is perfifted in; but fo. foon as, it is re- 
pented of, and forfaken, there is peace. . va RG 
4thly, The.execution was. done immediately.. When Joram 
heard of his mother’s crimes, his heart failed him ; he prefent- 


they found no more of her than. the, {cull,.and. 
the feet,and the palms of berhands.: 36 Where- 
fore they came again, and ‘told him’: and he” 
faid, This 7s the word of the Lorb, which he ©) 
{pake by his fervant Elijah the'Tithbite, faying, 


em Sogn ge 4 
Anes} 


Chap. IX.) 


drank with the-awine of hér fornicatiats; when God fhallpat ig»: 


intoothe heart-of the kings’ ofthe earthto hate her) Rey. xvii; 
5) 6 1008 Now,chere we have, > « A giiw, ba 


under humbling providences. Let painted faces look’ in Jeze- 
bel’s glafs, and fee how they like themfelves. uy On 


_ _4in trouble, to break’ out into. pafhion againft the inftruments of 
our trouble, when we ought to be fubmiflive to God, and an- 

ry at ourfelves only. (2.) She pleafed herfelf with the 
ShoudhF ehas ‘what Jehu was now doing, would certainly end 


in his own rnin, and that he would not: have peace in it. “He ’ 


had cut her off from all pretenfions to'peace; ver. 22. and now 
fhe thinks to cut him off likewife. Note, It is no new thing 
for thofe that are doing God’s work, to be looked upon as out 
of the way of peace. A tive reformers, faithful reprovers, are 
threatened with trouble, but let them be in nothing terrified, 


‘ nifhing® thofe that had debauched it’: and hére he call 


We are very apt, when we are. 
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* 


fecution of this%énterprife 2 Hail Zimri peace? No, he had not; 


“he ‘eae! to the thréne® by’ blvod'and treachery, and withia fe. 


ven days was ‘conftrained to ‘burn’ the “palace: over’ his “head, 
and ‘himfelf int’ ;“and ‘cant thou’ expect! to fare any better ? 
Had the cafe been’ parallel, it! had ‘Been proper enough to give 


hint'this memorandunt$ ‘for thé-jddpmientsof God upon thofe . 
that Have gorie befote usin any finfal way, fhould be warnings 
torts #6 take eed UF treading it their fteps. ’ But the inftance ° 
of Zimiriwvasmifappliedto Jehu, 
what che'did; ‘bat’ Was' incited to it purely by his Own ambition. 


and ¢rtelty’; whereas Jehu was anointed by one of the fons of 


the prophets, and did this by order fron Heaven, which would 


bear'him “out.” °TAcoimparing perfons and“ things,’ Wwe mult” 

carefully diftinguifh’ between the precious andthe vile ;’ and ‘ 

take Heed; Telt from the fate<of finful mien? we ‘read the doom 
C5008! dd { Oi 1k THit OF JuO. 3 03 Sh 


of vifefulmein oc : 8 
2+ Jehu demanding aid againft her. He looked up to, the 


window, not datinted at the metiaces of her impudent, but m= >, 
potent ‘rage, ‘and cried, Who is on my fide, who? ver. 32. He. 


389 


| Phill. 2evShelguated a! speredent to deter him: front the'pras 
q Pro: 


Zin Had nd. watrant ‘for 


was'‘called out ‘to ‘God’s work, in’ punifhing the fand,. and pte. - 


§ out for 


afiftance in thé ‘doing of it’; “looked if there were any to help, + 


any to uphold, Ifa. Ixiii. 5. He lifts up a ftandard} and makes 


proclamation,“4s'Mofes, Exod! xxxii: 26. Ad ison the Lord’s 
| Aide? avid the’ Paalmitt, Pfal.’Xciv. 16. Who ‘will rife. up jor. 


me avainft the evil ‘doers 2 Néte, When reformation-work “is” 


' fet on foots it is'time to alk’ who fides with it, 


_ 3. Her own attendants delivering her up td his jult revenge. 


} Two or three chamberlains looked out to’ Jehu: with, fuch, a 

| countenafice’ as encouraged him to believe they were on As. 
(is ;and to them he called, not' to fetze or fecure her till fars 
t 


i yh 


ref order, but 'imimediately'to throw ‘her down + ‘which ‘was 


* one’ way' oF {toning malefa&tors, ‘cafting them headlong from — 
Thus was vengeance taken on her for the _ 
{toning of Naboth : They threw her dozun, ver. 33. If God’s 


fome f{teép place. 


a 


command would juftify Jehu, his command would jaftify them. 


Perhaps they had'a fecret diflike of Jezebeél’s wickednefs, and _ 


hated her, though they ferved' her : or ‘it may he thé was bar- 
barous and injurious to thofe about her, and they were pleafed 


with ‘this opportunity of being reyenged on her ; ‘or. obferying 
: PP y 8 Feveng WET 9 OFe ODLryINg | 


Jehu’s faccefs, they hoped’ toi 


gratiate themfelves with him, , 


and keep their places in'his' court, “However it was, thus was 
the moft fhamefully’ put to death, dafhed apainft the wall, and 
} the pavement, and then trodden on by the Rorfes, which were _ 
all befmeared with blood and brains. ~ See the end of pride ~ 


and cruelty, and fay, The Lord is righteous. ee Se 
oh re ITI OS af iz eI TiDAM sive 2 GOs alet ix ily 
_ 4: The very dogs completing her fhame.and ruin according 


T to the prophécy. When, Jehu had taken fome refrefhment in 


" the palace, he bethought himfelf of fhewing fo much ,refpect to. 
As bad as fhe was, 5 


Jezebel’s fex and ‘quality, as to bury her, J 
fhe was a daughter, a king’s daughter, ‘a King’s wife, a king’s 
mother : Go, and lury her, ver. 34. But though he had_for- 


got what thé prophet faid, ver. 13. Dogs JSoall cat Ferebel, 
While’ he * Was eating and drinking, . 
the dogs ‘had devoured her dead body, the dogs that qwent a= 
» bout the city, Pfal, lix. 6. and fed upon’ the “carrion ; fo that 


God had not forgot it, 


there was nothing left but her bare fcull, (the painted face was 
gone), and her feet and hands. The hungry dogs had no re- 


| {pect to the dignity of her extra@tion. A king’s daughter was 


no more to them than a common petfon. When we pamper 
our bodies, and ufe them delicioufly, let us think-how vile they 
are, and that fhortly they will be either a feaft for worms un- 
der ground, or beafts above ground, When notice was brought 
of this to. Jehu, he rememberéd the threatening, 1 Kings xxi. 


23. The dogs fhall eat Fexebel by the wall of Fezrecl, Nothing. 


fhould 


599 : i. 


had been ufed to appear on public days.in' great flate,and it 
was, This is Fexebel : What a port doth fhe bear}: what a fi- 
gure doth fhe make! how great:fhe looks! But now it hall 
be faid no more. We, have often feea the wicked ‘buried, 
Eccl. viit. 10. yet fometimes, ; as. here, they ‘have: no burial; 

Eccl. vi, 3. Jezebel’s, name no,where remained, but ftigmas 
tized in facred writ. They, could, notfo much as fay, ‘This 


is Jezebel’s duft; This. is. Jezebel’s. soptave 3 ory /thiscis sJeze+ | 
bel’s feed, Thus thes name, DN, the sal fall rots rot oe | 
és ‘ | Lorp hath-done ‘rhat which he fpake by his. 


ground, 


‘Cc H. Me Pig Bs 

We pee in this chapter, 1, a4 farther account of Jebu’ Seses 
ecution of his commiffion. Hes out0ffp (1) Ail Abab’s 
fons, VE Ig--10- (24) All Ahab’s kindred, were A Ty 1.25 
13,174,197... (3-),Abab’s idulairys bis zealugainf) that 
e 100k Fehonadab to be witnefs to, vet. 14 16. fummon~ 
ed all the. worshippers of Baalto attend, ver. 1%5——-23»’ 
and flew: them .all, vér.24,25. and then abolifbed that ia 
‘-dolatry, ver. 26, ae IL. 4 fhort account of the admi« 
nifravon of bis, governments: (iy) The old idolatry of /- 
—vael was, retained, the wor/hip of thecalves, vers 29,3 h« 
(2) This broughs Géd?s judgments tipon them. by sic age ; 

‘with which his.reign concludes; ver. 32536. is 


A ‘ND Ahab had fevehty fons in Samaria ; 


and Jehu wrote letters, and fent, to. ‘Sai: 


maria, Unto, the rulers. of Jeareel, to the elders, 


you, feeing your matter’ s fons are. with “Ou; and. 


there are. with, yourchariots and. horfes, a-fenced: 


city. alfo:‘and:armour?: 3 Lookveven out: the beit 


and-meeteft of your mafter’s fons, and fet. bim 


on his father’s throne, and fight fie your, maf. 
ter’s houfe. 4 But they were exceedingly.a- 
fraid, and faid, Behold, two kings ftood not be- 
fore him? how *tlen’{Hiall we’ fand?: 5 And. 


' he that was over the’ houfe, ‘and ‘he that ” was 


over the city, the elders alfo and the bringers, 
up of the children fent to: Jehu, faying, We are 
thy fervants, and ‘will do’all that'thou fhalt bid 
us; we will not make any king : do thou ‘shat 
which is good in thing eyes. “6 Then “he wrote 
a letter the fecond time to them, faying, If ye 
be- mine, and #f ye'will hearken unto my Voice, 
take ye the ‘heads of the ‘men ‘your matter’s 
fons, and come to me'to Jezreel by to-morrow 
this time : (now thé king’s fons being feventy. 
perfons, were with the great men of ‘the city, 
which brought them up.) 7 And ‘it came to 
pafs when the letter came''to them, ‘that they 
took the king’s fons, and flew ‘feventy perfons, 
and put their heads in bafkets, and fent him 
them to Jezreel. 8 F' And. thene’ ‘came a mef- 


fenger,and told him, faying, They have brought 
And he faid, Lay 


the heads of the king’s fons. 
ye:them in two heaps at the entering in of the 


K ION Ss: 


fhould remain of her but the monuments of her infamy. She. 


| Gore he. left. him. none: remaining. 
| herofe and departed, and’came to” Samaria : 
| and ashe wis at the fheating-houfe in the way, 
Les Jehu met with the brethren.of Ahaziah ‘king 
of Judah, and faid, Who are ye? And they 
| anfwered, We arethe - brethren | ‘of Ahaziah, 
and wego down ‘to falute ‘thé children of the. 
| king, “and the’‘children of tlie queen. 


| any of themt. ncaa Opera 
and to them that brought up Ahab’s ebildren, | 
faying, °2' Now ‘affoon as this léttet cometh ‘to. 


hab had ;, Gideon’s number, Judg. viii 30, a fach 4 nine 
_ ber that bare his name,:his family was likely’ to be perpet dated, 
| and yet itis extirpated: all at onceo® Sueh‘a° to tee 

| rows: could; not proteét:his houfe from’ divine vengeenc 2” Ni 


_ the more! caeeaminck in it, made’ as ‘guardians their, murde i 


Chap. X, 


gate, until the morning, 9 ‘hod it came to pafs. 


| m the morning, that. he went out and ftood, and. 


| faid to all the people, Ye be righteous: behold, 
I confpived againtt my. mafter, and ilew him - 
| but-who flew all thefe? ro Know now, that 


| there fhall fall unto the earth notling of the. 
word. of ‘the Lorp, which, the , Lorn . fpake 


"concerning. the.-houfe . of Ahab’: for the 


fervant Elijahe ri So’ Jebu flew all that remain~— 
ed of the houfe of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his 
great men, and, his. kinstolks, and. his priefts, 
12 And 


“Iq;And. 


“| he faid, Take them alive,, And they took them: . 
4 aloes, and flew them,at the pit of the: fhearing-' 
he 


houfe, even two and forty” men 5 neither. eft’ 


ee! 


We left Jehu i in. quiet palikion af ‘ezreel) Eat phe si 


Joram and Jezebel; and muft now attend his farther’ motions.” 
_ He knew the whole houfe of) Ahab mutt ‘be etit Off, a ad thi theres! 
fore proceeds iin this bloody work, « and’ ‘doth. ge do i it -deceit=” 
- fully,.or by the halves, Jer. xlvili, £0.20 po? 


29 Aw Soc 
. 1.,.He, got the heads of all the foris of Ahabeut off by their, 


own. guardians at Samaria. “Seventy: fons’ (or grandfons) As! 


of fate 


| merous families, if vicious,’ muft’ not’ expect to b Pabst! 
long.-~Thefe fons of Ahab were now at Samaria): , a-ftrong cy 
perhaps brought thither upon occafion.of the war - ith Syria,” 


as.a place: of fafety, or. upon notice 6f Jehu’s: “infurrea ton. 


_ With them were-the rulers of Jezreel, ie. the ‘great. ‘officers:: 


of the court, who-went:to Samaria to fecure then ves, ‘or to 
confult: what: was to Be done, Dhol! of them” that © wete | yet 
under ituition; had: their tutors: swith thems who wei were intrufted 


_ with their-education:in Jearning,) agreeable! to: their bith’ “and: 


quality. 5 3 cbuty:it is tocbe-feared, | brought them up in the ‘idola- 
tries of their father’s houfe, and made them all worthippers Of 
Baal.—Jehu did not think fit to bring his ° ‘forces to ‘Samaria, 
to deftroyithem, .but;..that the hand iof-God: might ap ‘PP 


ers, 
af, He feos a. challenge'to thei fadas to ftar nd by them, 

ver..2) 3. You that are hearty well-wifhers to the houfe’ of 
Ahab, and entire i in its \interelt, now is your ith e appez 
for it: Samaria is a {trong city, you are in pofleffio of it, ae : 
have forces at.command ; you may chufe out 1 diet pers | 
fon. of all the royal. family tovhead you; you’know you are _ 
not tied to the eldeft, unlefS he be she. be/f- and. meetel of your 
wet s fons. Tf you have any Spirit in you, thew it, and a 

one of them.on»his” father’s ‘throne, and ftand”: by him with — 
your lines and fortunes. “Not that he Aefived that they al 


~. 


hg Ae 


Chap. X. Il. 


with their cowardice, and utter. inability ‘to conteft with the 
‘divine’ coanfelss: Do. if you'date, and fe what will Come ofit. 
Thofe that have forfaken their religion, have often with it lot 
both their fenfe and.their courage, and deferve:to be: upbraided 
With it. roe : Tt acer es 
~ 2dly, Hereby he gained from them a fubmiffion. ‘They. 
prudently reafoned with themfelves, Bolt: two’ kings flood not 
before him; but: fell-as facrifices to: his: rage}! Bow then fhall eve 
Saud ?, wer, 4, therefore! they: fenthim acfatpender::of them 
felves, We are thy Jervants, thy fubjeGs, and swilldo all. thax 
thou fhalt bid us, right or wrong; and will fet up no: body in 
competition with thee. : They faw it was to no parpofe to con- 
tend with: him, and: thérefore itiwas their. intereft to '‘truckle to: 
him. (With; much; more, neafonomay we thas argue durfelyés 
into a.fubjegtion. to the:.great. God. Many: kings and: great. 
men have fallen before, his. avraths, for their wickediefs, and 
how then thall we ftand? Do we provoke the Lord ip sealaufy? 
are we flronger than‘he? No’; we -muft either bend of break. 

« 3d/y,Dhis is improved fo far as to make them the execution- 
erg of thofewhom they-had the tuitiom of, ver. 6. Lf ye be mine, 
bring me the heads: of your mafler?s. fons, by: toxtnorroas, at this: 
time. “Though he knew it mult be done, -andwwas loth to do: 
ithitnfelf, one ‘would think hé could hot. expect they fhould: 
dotit! ) Could’ they betray fich a truft? could they be cruel to. 
their mafter’s fons? It feems, {6 low: did they {toop in’ their ‘a2 

orations of the xifing funy, that. they did ity; they:cut. off the 
heads of thofe feventy princes, and fent them in balkets a pre~ 
fent to Jehu, ver, 7. Learn hence, not to-trutt to a friend, 
Hor, to.put.. confidence in a.guide tio governed: by confcience.. 


can {carce, expe, that, heawho hasibeen falfe to his God)| 


fhould. ever be, faithful tochisiprince: ‘Bue obferve:God’s righ 
Poh hak Harighteoufnefs. thefe'elders of Jezreel: rad 
been wickedly obfequious to Jezebel’s order for the murder of 
Naboth,. ©, Kings xii. 41... She gloried, -it is! likely, in: the 
power the:had. over them sand now the: fame bale fpiri¢ takes 
them. as. pliable, to Jehu, and. as. ready to ‘obey his orders! for. 
the, murder of Ahab?s fons. |), Let moneraimyat an ‘arbitrary 
power, left they, be, found rolling aftond, which: fome tine or 
other will returg, upon ithema.,; Princes that make ‘their-people 
flayes, take the readieft way, to:make them rebels3 and by fois 

ing mens confciences,, as Jezebel did,, they dofe their hold: of 
OED ii,  saGh orl3 lo "noitenso fOgie > eae SARTRE 

Athly, When the feparated. heads were prefented tovhim, ‘he. 
flily upbraided them that were the: executionérs; yet ownedithe 


GSI J 


hand of God in.it,. (4.).. He: feenis to sblame:: thofe that had: 


been the executioners of this vengeance, >The heads: werd laid: 
in, two heaps, at the gate, the: proper. place-of judgment.» ‘here 
e acc tted the people before God: dnd the. world, vero. (2 
be ri tegus 3,and by. what. the. rulers .of Samaria had now doney 
ete Pak ee himfelf: bflew but one, they have flain 
all thefe; I did it, by confpiracy, and, with: defign ;:'they-have 
done this purely, in compliance, and with an implicit obedience. 
Let not.the peo 


houfe of Ahab, ever reproach me for what Ihave done, when 


their own elders, and the very: guardians of the orphans, have 


done this. It is. common for thofe. who:have done fomething 
ill, to endeavour the mitigation of thein own, reproach by draw: 


ia others ia to do fomething worfe. « But, (2:) He refolves 


all into. the righteous judgment of Gody.ver.10.. Lhe: Lord 


» hath done that which he fpake by Elijah. God is not the aus 


‘thor of any man’s fin, but. even: by that which men do. from ill 
principles, God ferves his, own parpofes, and:glorifies his own 
name ; and is righteous in. that. wherein. men are unrighteous. 
When the Affyrian is made. the rod: of God’s: anger, and the 


pleiof. Samaria, nor anyiof the friends of the 


KIN. G's. 
- abhilig or expected they would; but tps he upbraided them | 


o9 t 


inffcument of his: jattioe, he: meaneth not fa; neither doth be think: 
Sf Wainxtirg! ssed-3 + FSS 


stbiy, He proceeded to deftioy all’ that’ remained of the 


. houfe of Ahab, not only thofe’ that *defcended from. him, but 


thofe that: were'in’ any relation to him, ‘all the officers of his 


- honfehold;. minifters:oF ftate}/and: thofe in command under him, 
. called here his great meiy>venor 1 all’ his “'Kinsfolke and’ ac- 


_ nefs of the houfe of Ahab. 3.) 0 
| make théir’coutt to the princes of the houfe of ‘Ahab, to /; hu 
» the children Of the king and the queen, Joram and’ Jezebel, which 
. fhewed they: were Jinked to'them in iaffedtion ab well.as in affis 
| nity. Thefe prince forty-two in number, being appointed sas 
_ fheep for the fa 


* Quaintancey:- who had been:partners with him in his wickednefs, 


and his ‘prietts;. Lor donieftic chaptaitig, 
his idolatrous fervices, ‘4nd who {trengthened his hand, that he’ 
fhould not turn from his evil way. 
reel, he did the fame in Samaria, ‘ver, 193 flew all that remained 


which.-will come\ down ‘pom the people of his curfe,, and ‘be 
Jilted. with Blond; Ua. XEXV. 93°6.° Then Jip eye will not pares 
neither will he pity cate 

* 6thly, Providence bringing the bréthren of! Ahaziali in his 


oThebrethren. of ‘A Naziah were’ flain by 
the Arabians, °2 Chron. xxiiy ty but thefe Wete the fons oF his 


brethren, as.it is theresexplained, ver. 8y and -they, are ‘faid to. 


to minifter to Ahaziah, _ Several 


_ things concutted to ‘make them obnoxious to the vengeance Je- 
| huwas: now executing: (1) ‘Fhey were Brahches: of Ahab’s: 
| houfe, being defcended from -Athaliahslanditherefore 3 D with. 


ih his commiffion, ..(2.) "hey Were tainted, withthe wicked 
hey were, now, going. 


I 


facrifice, were flain with folemnity, faz: the pitvof 


, i ‘ 


@ The Lord is known by. thefe Judgments, which 


the foearing-hou 
re ae 95 : se 

15 § And. when he was departed thence, he 
lighted on Jehonadab the fon of Rechab, coming 
to meet him, and he faluted him, and faid to 
him, Is, thine, heart right, as my heart 2s with 
thy heart? And Jehonadab anfwered, It is. If 


i3 


it be, give me thine hand: and he-gave him his 


hand, and he took him up to him/into the cha- 
riot... 16 And he faid, Come with me, and fee 


Iny zeal for the Lorn: fo they,made him ride 


in. his chariot. 17 And. when he came to Sa- 


maria, he flew all that remained unto Ahab in.’ 


Samaria, till he had deftroyed him, according to 
the faying of the Lorp,. which he {pake to, Eli: 
Jah. 18 | And. Jehw gathered all the people 
together, and faid unto them,.Ahab ferved Baal 
a little, but Jehu thall ferve him much. r9 Now 
therefore call unto me all the prophets of Baal, 
all his fervants, and all his prietts, let none be 
wanting: for 1 have:a Sreat facrifice todo.te 
Baal; whofoever thall be wanting, he (hall not 
live. But Jehu did z¢ in fubtilty, to the intent 
that he might deftroy the worthippers of Baal. 

 - 29 And 


lalute 


592 Il. 
ao And Jehu faid, Proclaim a folemn affembly. | 
for Baal: And they proclaimed it. 21 And 
Jehu fent through all Ifrael, and ‘all the worfhip- 
pers of Baal came, fo that there was not a man 
left that came not: and they came into the 
houfe of Baal; and the houfe of Baal was full 
from one end to another. 22 And he faid un- 
to him that was over the veftry, Bring forth 
veftments for all the worfhippers of Baal. And 
he brought them forth veftments. 23 And Je- 
hu went, and Jehonadab the fon of Rechab, in- 
to the houfe of Baal, and faid unto the worfhip- 
pers of Baal, Search, and look that there be here 
with you none of the fervants of the Lorn, but 
the worshippers of Baal only. 24 And when 
they went in to offer facrifices and burnt-offer- 
ings, Jehu appointed fourfcore men without, and 
faid, Jf any of the men whom I haye brought 
into your hands efcape, be that letieth him go, 
his life all be for the life of him. 25 And it 
came to pafs as foon as he had made an end of 
offering the burnt-offering, that Jehu faid to the 
guard, and to the captains, Go in, aud flay them, 
let none come forth. And they fmote them 
with the edge of the fword, and the guard and 
the captains caft zhem out, and went to the city 
‘of the houfe of Baal. 26 And they brought 
forth the images out of the houfe of Baal, and 
burnt them. 27 And they brake down the 1- 
mage of Baal,and brake down the houfe of Baal, 
and made it a draught-houfe unto this day. 28 
Thus Jehu deftroyed Baal out of Hrael. 


Jehu pufhing on his work, is here, 

1. Courting the friendfhip of a good man, Febonadab the fon 
of Rechab, ver. 35, 16. This Jehonadab, though mortified to 
the world, and meddling little with the bufinefs of it, (as ap- 
‘pears by, his charge to his pofterity, which they religioufly ob- 
ferved three hundred years after, not to drink wine nor dwell 
in cities, Jer. xxxv. 6, &c.) yet upon. this occafion he went to 
meet Jehu, that he might encourage him in the work to which 
God had called him. The countenance of a good man is a 
thing which great mea, if they be wife, will value, and value 
themfelves by. “ David prayed, Luct thofe that fear thee turn to 
me, Pfal. cxix. 79... This Jehonadab, though no prophet, 
prieft, or Levite, no prince or ruler, yet we may fuppofe was 
vdry eminent for prudence and piety, and generally refpected 
for that life of felf-denial and devotion which he lived. Jehu, 
‘though a foldier, knew him, and honoured him. | He did not 
indeed think of fending for him, but. when he met him, (tho’, 
it is likely, he now drove as furioufly as ever,) yet he {topt to 
{peak to him; and we are here told what pafled between them. 

1ft, Jehu faluted him; he blefled him ; fo the word is : paid 
him the refpeét, and fhewed him the good-will that was owing 
to fa great an example of ferious godlineds. . 

zdly, Jehonadab affured him that he was fincere in his in- 
tereft, and a hearty wellwifher to. his caufe.. Jehu. profel- 
fed, that his Beart was right with him, that he had a true af- 
fection for bis perfon; and a veneration for the. crown of his. - 
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Chap. X. 


Nazaritefhip ; and defired to know whether he had the fame 
affection for him, and fatisfaétion in that crown of royal dig- 
nity which God had put upon his head. /s thine heart right?’ 
A queftion we fhould oft put to ourfelves: I make a plaufible 
profeflion, have gained a reputation among men, but Js my 
heart right 2 am I fincere and inward with God? Jehonadab 
gave him his word, /¢ zs ; and ae him his hand as a pledge 
of his heart, yielded to him, (fo giving the hand is rendered, 
2 Chron. xxx. §.) concurred and covenanted with him, and. 
owned him in the work both of revenge and reformation he 
was now about. she pedi 
3dly Jehu took him up into his chariot, and took him a- 

long with him to Samaria. He put fome honour upon him, by 
taking him into the chariot with him. Jehonadab did not ufe 
to be coached, much lefs with a king ; but he received more 
honour from him, and from. the countenance he gave to his 
prefent work. All fober people would think the better of Je- 
hu, when they faw Jehonadab in the chariot with him. This 
was not the only time that the piety of fome has been made. 
to ferve the policy of others; and that defigning men have 
{trengthened themfelves by drawing good men into their inte- 
refts. _Jehonadab was a {tranger to the arts of flefhly wifdom, 
and has his converfation in fimplicity and godly fincerity 3 and 
therefore if Jehu be a fervant of God, and an enemy to Baal, 
he will be his faithful friend. Come then, (faith Jehu,) come 
with me, and fee my zeal for the Lord ; and then thou wilt. 
fee reafon to efpoufe my caufe. This is commonly taken as. 
not well faid by Jehu, and as giving caufe to fufpect that his 
heart was not right with God in what he did, and that the 
zeal he pretended for the Lord, was really zeal for himfelf, 
and his own advancement. For, (1.) He boafted of it, and 
{poke as if God and man were mightily indebted to him for 
it. (2.) He defired it might be feen, and taken notice of, 
like the Pharafees, who did all to be feen of men. An up-— 
right heart approves itfelf to God, and covets no more than 
his acceptance, If we aim at the applaufe of men, and make 
their praife our highelt end, we are upon a falfe bottom.— 
Whether Jehu looked any farther, we cannot judge; however, 
Jehonadab went with him, and, it is likely, animated and af- 


| {i{ted him in the farther execution. of his commiflion, ver. 17. 


deftroying all Ahab’s friends in Samaria, A man may hate 
cruelty, and yet love juitice ; may be far from thirfling after 
blood, and yet may wa/b his feet in the blood of the wicked, 
Pfal. Iviit. 10. ica “es i 
2. Contriving the deftrugion of all the worfhippers of Baal. 
The fervice of Baal was the crying fin of the houfe of Ahab: 
that root of this idolatry was plucked up, but multitudes yet: 
remained ‘that were infe€ted with it, and would be in danger 
to infe& others. The law of God was exprefs, that they. 
were to be put to death; but they were fo numerous, and jai 
difperfed throughout all parts of the kingdom, and perhaps fo. 
alarmed with Jehu’s beginningss that it would be a hard mate. 
ter to find them all out, and an endlefs tafk to profecute and: 
execute them one by one; Jehu’s project aces is. to’ cut. 
them all off together. Saece Oe 
if, By a wile, by a fraud, he brings theme together to the: 
temple of Baal. He pretended he would worfhip Baal more: 
than ever Ahab had done, ver. 18. Perhaps he fpoke this i- 
ronically, or to try the body of the people, whether they would: 
oppofe fuch a refolution as this, and would refent his threaten-. 
ing to increafe his predeceffors idolatries, as they did Rehoboam’s. 


| threarening to increafe his.predeceflors exactions, and fay, If 


it be fo, we have not part in Jehu, nor inheritance in the fon 
of Nimfhi... But it rather feems to have. been fpoken purpofely 
to-deceive the worfhippers of Baal, and then it cannot be jufti- 
fied... The truth of God yeeds.not any man’s lie, He iffued 
i out 
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ah 


~“‘beautified Bual’s himfe 
“were Pesuaht sets. ond, burns, ver. 26, 27; and the temple’ of 


> Aleltroye 


 - 


Out.a proclamation, requiring the attendance of all the worlhip- 
Pers of Badly’ co jom With Hint “iA’al tielificd to Baal vers4g, 
20: not only tie prophets "and rifts, ButSall ‘throughout the 


- Kingioal that Worltipped "Baal Whe Were nothing {6 many*as 


they: bad 'been'fn' Elyah*s)tiine! oJehwrs Rens, we hay Aup- 


pole, wete awate Whit he" défigned, and Wwete Hot! offendedat 


ity ‘but the bigsotted,*befutted Baalitebeganto ‘think them: 
ves! ver ‘that now "they thould fee golden days | 
ed Jitat had Pub Wibay dhecsiiag?’ oF Baal, ebinpl Wil 2. | 
é 


ves! very happy, “and! 


# 
i 
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2d, jy Het es Care! that none 6f the fervants Of the'Lord | 
fhould be'ainohg them! vets 3. This'they took as'"provilion | 
to prefetve the worthip of Baal front! béing profined ‘by Ytrant 
gers ‘but it Wasa wonder they’ did’ hot by this fee 'themfelves . 


brought into’a'foate, and difeern a déhign upon them: : "They 


that {i uffer themfelves tobe éceived: by Baal, (as all idolaters 
were by their idols), "no tmoarvel ifthey wete deceived by -Jehn | 


Uitgeie eraion eh Coles 
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Teton jotnea with ig “therein; “ver. °2'3. * When ‘a ftri@ | 


Jota will ¥eore He ‘they’ Have what theyowould havey and 

Come tip'to ‘SAmita With! joy “fronPall parts} to" celebrate"the | 
folemnjity ; and were Pleafed to fee the houfe of ‘Baal crowded; 
Ver. 3) oO fee his priefts in their! veftments, yer? 22) and; 
themifelvé 8 pei haps with fome badgés or other, to notify their. 
Felation ‘to Baal for there were “veltments for'alhhisowort | 


dU HE ives Sled Ror Ne “itty oe’ eNGih Pom ada | 


dearch was made; that AOtie OF the fervant$ of God, either for 


‘conipany or cuHtdficy, got among them,'that there was'no wheat 
ar all the avenues 0 Baal’s ‘temples, ‘ that ‘nléne “might’efcape, 
vere 34 ther \ the puidrds” were fent “in to put them dll to ‘the 
fon if, ay ‘to ming e Tht 
¢! jull: revenge, 23 they’ the 
tn their blind e evotion | hey’ 


‘among thofe tarés ; and ‘eiphity® men’ were fet'to ftand ’puard 


Abd evil ebase Jacbifeg ita way | 
grills na Tomine done, “wheh | 
ub thehh/elves with knives and lan- 


ces till the Blood gufbed out, 1 Kings Sit, 382° "This was ac- 


PUL. SOY OLY os Th WT WOK) nie pats 
cordingly done,, and the “doing of it,’th 


Gyhich sig any a fo ftatély, that they ave HEte called 

PO) MOSTP 8 ae BUS EAM ih 

ttroyed ; all she Tle images, ates, p! étures, or fhrines} which 
emple, with: the great ihage of Baal hinilF, 
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gi broken ‘down, and made a danghill, pains ink or 
. dad wk HE gTUOE SEED TO. SEE BIEN ~§l ey sitehe I6) OAV Tala cy 
Aewer isthe that ag, iene brace of it might be blotted 
Sere date ARAM Ous: Lbs Was the Avorthip “of Baal 

ed, at deal for the prefent, out of Ifrael, ‘though’ i 
a Genet we "7 g Wi } Tf r( “ae (a rs = 
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Preval 1 fo far, that there were ‘but feven thoufand, of 


fan 
Baal, and t 


efe incognito.—Thas will God famifh all the gods 
bh GC IOS es Sac theen 2 1 : th IDs It {8 
oh. the Heathen, and fooner 6: later triumph over fit ol 4 


hay 


“29 7 Howbeit yon the fitis' of Jeroboaitrthe 
Jehu de. | 


Jon, of Nebat, whojmad e rael to iin, 3 
“parted not from.after them, to wit, the golden 
calves that were in’ Beth-el; and that. were. in 


an. 30 And the Lorp faid unto’ Jehu, Be- 


WeASIE 1: 


caufe thou haf done well in executing that 


‘nubich is right in mine eyes, and haft done unto 
‘the-houfe of Ahab according to all that cay in 


“mine heart, thy children of the fourth genera- 


tion thall fit on the throne of Mrael. 31 But Je- 
Vou, Il. ? 


4 


(f 2BW* VislODi. Sls YOWOOK Fhe j 
hus was the Wworfhip of Baal’ tite | 
ities 


Il t 16 t Hla of frael,” that had, not bowed the Knee ‘fo | 
t 


er and the doin of fh, tBough eating bibs. 
us, Yet, conlidering the: nature of : their crime, it! was ‘really i 
MBN pk ae Lark whole maine is jealous, it'@ jealils Cod, 
aad eats folate being thus dtrayed) the ideatty 
CIF is utterly, abolithed. _ The! buildings’ of the houfe oF Baal 


al’s prie(ts and ‘their families lived) Were: ide- - 
Ye 20 nl OF bi 
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~ hu took no heed 
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ed‘not from the 
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to walk in the law of the Lorp 


God of J {rael» with ‘all his heart? for he depart- 


fins of Jcroboam, which: made 


Hfrdel-to fit. 6404 Inethofe daystthe Lorp be- 


gan to cut Ufvael 


fhorts'and Hazael fmiote thena 


in/all'the woatts of Irdel 33 From fordan:eatt- 


~ 


wards allthe land of Gilead s the! Gadites; and 
the Reéubenites,and the-Manaffites, from Axtoer, 
(Which %s! by thesriver ‘Arnon).evem Gilead and 


Bafhan.ss 34No 


Ww the ‘reft of the ads of Jehu, 


and-all\that he'did;/and allchis might, are they 
not written in the book 6f the! chronicles of the 
kings of Hrael?ir 5'And Jehu fleptowith his fa- 
thers, and°they: Duried ‘him in Samaria, and Je- 
hoahaz ‘this fon reigned in his tteads Q6 And 


the tine! that*Jehu reigned over: Hrael im Sama 
1a, was twenty and eight years ot idey Vode 


‘18, probable,.cenfured him as treacherous. and. barbar 


him arebeljan ufurper, and murderer, and prognolticated. ill 


concerning him, that a family thus raiféd 


whether} he, did it, from .a.good Principles, and whether he did 
Hot take fome, falletteps in the doing “of it; and yet. (faith: 
God); Thou hafl done well tn executing that which” is Vight ih 
mine eyes. ~The extirpating- of idolaters and idolatiy was) 2 
thing ‘right’ in God’s'eyes’)for itvis. ane iniquity “he vifits as: 
furely and \feverely/as any other s it'was, according to a/] that 
was 1a his heart, all he defired, all he defigned : Jehu went 
through with his work. ~ (2.) God promifed him a reward, 
That his children of the fourth: generation from’ him ‘fhould 
Jit upon the throne of Irae. 'T his was more ‘than in any of 
the dignities or royal families of that kingdom." Of the houfe 
of Ahab there were indeed fout ‘kings, Omri, Ahab, Ahaziah, 
and Joram, but the two lati were’ brothers; fo that it reached 
but to the. third generation, ‘and that whole family continu- 
€d but about forty-five years in all’ whéreas Jehu’s continued 


in four, ‘befides himfelf, and in’ all 


ty. years. _ Note, No 
“WOIW @? AIOW DAT Arc 
warded. 


id if all about an hundred and twen- 
fervices done for God® thall go unre- 
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Het OSE DGOo: 8 1p aon Hides sah mit hatles hie Bap! 
~.; 2+ Jehua’s carcleffnefs in what he was further’ todos 
this it appéared his heart was not right with. God, that he Was - 


partial in his reformation. 1.) He did no 


evil. 


fins of féroboam ; difcarded Bal,” 


tsput away all the 


fe departed from the fins of Ahab,'but not from the 


but! adivered, to the calves, 


el SCE R196 DOS VIR VIC at Series. ta) sag 
The 'worthip of Baal'was indéed the gteater evil, and more 


eqiiej DIY 
heinous i 


the fight ‘of God, bat the Worfhip of the calves was 


tpi 3F apa OS TR OOOT Sank “Stitt wee Netter se 
a great, evil; and true tonverfion, § not only from grofs fin, but 


from all fin; not only 


. 


from fale gods, but from falfe worthipse 


The-worhhip of Baal weakened and di inifhed Tffael, and made 


them beholden to the Sidonians; and therefore he could ealily 
part with that: but the worthip of the calves was a politic ido- 


latry, was begun and kept up for reafons’of ftaté, to prevent the 
return of the ten tribes to the houfe of David 3 and therefore 
Jehu clave to'that. True converfion is not only from watteful 
fins, but from gainful fins ; not only from, thofe fins that are 


deflructive to the fecul 


ar intereft, but from thofe that {upport 
4F and 
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and befriend it; in forfaking which is the great trial, whether 
‘we can deny ourfelves, and truft God. (2.) He put away 
evil, but he did not mind that which was good: ver. 31. He 
took no heed to walk in the law of the Lord God of I/rael. He 
abolithed the worlhip of Baal, but did not keep up the worfhip 
of God, nor walk in his law. He had fhewed great care and 
zeal for the rooting out of a falfe religion ; but im the true reli- 
gion, [1.] He fhewed no care, took no heed, lived. at. large, 
was not at all folicitous to pleafe God, and do his duty ; took 
no heed to the feriptures, to the prophets, to his own conf{ci- 
ence, but walked at all adventures. Thofe that are heedlefs, 
it is to be feared, they are gracelefs; for where there is a good 
principle in the heart, it will make men cautious and circum- 
{peét, defirous to pleafe God, and jealous of doing any thing 
to offend him. [2.] He fhewed no zeal; what he did in re- 
ligion, he did not do it with his heart, with all his heart, but did 
it as if he did not, without any livelinefs or concern. It feems, 
he was a man that had little religion himfelf, and yet God made 
ufe of him as an inftrument of reformation in Ifrael. It is a 
pity but thofe that do good to ‘others, fhould always be good 
_ themfelves. : 

3. Lhe judgment that came upon Ifrael in his reign. We 
have reafon to fear, that when Jehu took no heed himfelf to 
walk in God’s law, the people were generally as carelefs as he, 
both in their devotions, and in their converfations. ‘There was 
w general decay of piety, and increafe. of profanenefs ; and 
therefore, it is not {trange, that the next news, we hear is, Jn 
thofe days the Lord began to cut Ifrael foort, ver. 32. Their 
neighbours, ingroached opon them on every fide; they were 
thort in their duty to God, and therefore God cut. them fhort 
in their extent, wealth, and power. Hazael, king of Syria, 
was, above any other, vexatious and mifchievous to them, /mote 
them in all the coafls of Ifrael, particularly the countries on the 


other fide Jordan, which lay next him, and moft expofed; on 


thefe he made continual inroads, and laid them wafte. Now, 
the Reubenites and Gadites {marted for the choice which their 
anceftors made of an tmheritance on. that fide Jordan, which 
Mofes reproved them for, Numb. xxxii.. Now Hazael did 
what Elitha forefaw he would do, and foretold: but for doing 
it God hadi a quarrel with him, and with his kingdom, as we 
may find; Amos 1. 3,4. Becaufe they of Damafcus have 
threfhed Gilead with threfhing inflrumenis of iron, therefore 
(faith God) J will fend a fire into the houfe of Hazael, which 
Shall devour the palaces of Ben-hadad. 

Lajily, The conclufion of Jehu’s reign, ver. 34,—36. No- 
tice is taken in general of his might; but, becaufe he took no 
heed to ferve God, the memorials of his. mighty enterprifes and 
atchievements are juftly buried in oblivion. Pd 
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The revolution in the kingdom of Ufrael was. foon perfeaed in 
‘Febu’s fettlement. We mufl now inguire into the affairs 
of the kingdom of Judah, whieb loft its bead ( fuch as it 
was) atthe fame time, and by the fame band that Ifrael 
did; but things continued longer there in difiradion than in 
Tjrael; yet, after fome years, were brought into a gocd 


poflure, as we find in this chapter. 1. Athaliah ufurps . 


_ the government, and deftroys all the feed royal, ver. 3. 


IL. Foash, a child of a year ald, is wonderfully preferved, ' 


ver. 2, 3. IIL. At fix years end he is produced, and, by 
the agency of Feboiada, made king, ver. 3,—12. IV. de 
thahah ts flain, ver. 13,16. V. Both the civil and re/ir 
gious interefis of the kingdom are well fetiled in. the hands 
of Foafh, ver. 17j—21. And thus, afier fome interrup- 


ton, things returned with advantage imto the old channel, 


1 ee eg Het 
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ND when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah 
[-% faw that her fon was dead, fle avofe, and 
deftroyed all the feed royal. 2 But Jehofheba 
the daughter of king Joram, fifter of Ahaziah, 
took Joath the fon of Ahaziah, and ftole. him 
from among the king’s fons whieh were flain; 
and they hid him, even him and his nurfe, in 
the bed-chamber from Athaliah, fo that he was 
not flam. 3 And he was with hershid m the 
houfe of the Lorp fix years: and Athaliah did 
reign over the land. sae 


God had affured David of ‘the continuance ‘of his family, 
which is called his ordaining a lamp for his anointed. And 
this cannot but appear a great thing, now we have read of the 
utter extirpation of fo many royal families, one after another. _ 
Now, here we have David’s promifed lamp almoft extinguifh- 
ed, and yet wonderfully preferved.- ga 

1. It was almoft extinguifhed by the barbarous malice of 
Athaliah, the queen mother, who; when fhe heard that her fon- 
Ahaziah was flain by Jehu, arofe, and deftroyed all the feed roy- 
al, ver. 1. all that fhe -knew to be akin to the crown. Her 
hufband. Jehoram had flain all his brethren, the fons of Jeho- 
fhaphat, 2 Chron. xxi. q.. The Arabians had flain all Jeho- 
ram’s fons but Ahaziah, 2 Chron. xxi. 1. Jehu had flain all 
their fons, 2 Chron.-xxii. 8. and Ahaziah himfelf. Sure ne- _ 
ver was royal blood fo profufely fhed. Happy the men that 
live below envy and emulation! | But, as if all this were but a 
{mall matter, Athaliah deftroys all that were left of the feed 
royal, It was ftrange, that one of the tender fex could be fo 
barbarous ; that one who had been herfelf a king’s daughter, a 
king’s. wife, a king’s mother, could be fo barbarous to a royal 
family, and a family into which fhe was herfelfingrafted. But . 
fhe did it, (1.) From a fpirit of ambition; fhe thirfted. after 
rule, and thought fhe could not get to it any other way. That 
none might reign with her, fhe flew even the infants and fuck- : 
lings that might have reigned after her. For fear of a compe= 


titer, not any muft be referved for a fucceflor, And, (2.) 


From a fpirit of revenge, and rage againft-God; The honfe: 
of Ahab being utterly deftroyed, and her fon Ahaziah among 
the reft, becaufe he was akin to it, fhe refolved, as it were by. , 


‘way of reprifal, to deftroy the houfe of David, and cut off his: 


line, in defiance of God’s promife to perpetuate it: A. foolith 
attempt, and fruitlefs ; for who can difannul what God hath 
purpofed ?—-Grandmothers have been thought more fond of 
their grandchildren than they were of their own; yet Aha- 
ziah’s own mother is the wilful murderer of Ahaziah’s own: 
fons; and in their infancy too, when fhe was obliged above any 
other to nurfe them, and take care of them. Well might fhe: 


- be called Athaliah that wicked woman, 2 Chron. xxiv. 7. Je-. 


zcbel’s:own daughter. Yet herein God was righteous, and vie 
fited the iniquity of Joram and Ahaziah, thofe degenerate bran-. 
chés of David’s houfe, upon their children, Eee by 
2. It was wonderfully preferved by the pious care of one of 
Joram’s daughters, that was wife to Jehoiada the prieft, who 
{tole away one of the king’s fons, Joafh by name, and hid him, 
ver. 2, 3. ‘This was a brand plucked out of the fire. What 
number were flain, we are not told ; but it feems this, being a. 


child in the nurfe’s arms, was not mifled, or not inquired after, 


or, however, not found. ‘The perfon that delivered him was. 
his own aunt, the daughter of wicked Joram ; for thofe whom. 


God will have protected, he will raife up protectors, The 


place of his fafety was the houfe of the Lord, one of the cham- 
bers belonging to the temple; a place Athaliah feldom trou. 
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Chap: XI. ‘ I. 


{pecial protefion, and fo hid him by faith, as Mofes was hid. 
Now were David’s words made good to one of his feed, Pfal. 
xxvil. 5. Jn the fecret of his tabernacle Joall he hide me. With 


“good reafon did this Joath, when he grew up, fet himfelf to re- 
= the houfe of the Lord; for it had been a fangtuary to 


im. Now was the promife made to David bound up in ne 
life, and yet it did not fal. Thus to the fon of David will 


“God, according to his promife, fecure a fpiritnal feed ; which, 
though fometimes reduced to a {mall number, brought very | 


low, and feemingly loft, will be perpetuated to the end of timé, 


hid fometimes and unfeen, but hid in God’s pavilion, and un- | 


hurt.—It was a {pecial providence, that Joram, though a king, 
a wicked king, 
a godly prieft. 


proved a happy marriage, and the faving of the royal family 
from ruin ; for Jehoiada’s intere{t in the temple, gave her an 


opportunity to preferve the child; and her intereft in the royal — 
family, gave him an Opportunity to fet him on the throne. See . 


the reaches of Providence, and how it prepares for what it de- 
figns ; and fee what bleflings they lay up in flore for their fa. 


milies, that marry their children to thofe that are wife and good. \. 
4 4] And the feventh year Jehoiada fent and 
fet the rulers over hundreds, with the captains — 


and the guard, and brought them to him into 
the houfe of the Lorp, and made a covenant 
with them, and took an oath of them in the 
houfe of the Lorn, and fhewed them the king’s 
fon. 5 And he commanded them, faying, 


This zs the thing that ye fhall do; A third part 


et him be flain; 
- goeth out, and as he cometh in. 
captains over the hundreds did according to all 

_ things that Jehoiada the prieft: commanded: 


of you that enter in on the.Sabbath, thall even 
be keepers of the watch of the king’s houfe : 
6 And a third part /hall be at the gate of Sur: 
and a third part at the gate behind the guard: 


fo fhall ye keep the watch of the houfe, that it | 


be not broken down. 7 And two parts of all 
you that go forth on the Sabbath even they fhall 
Keep the watch of the houfe of the Lorp about 
the king. 8 And ye fhall compafs the king 


round about, every man with his weapons in his 


hand: and he that cometh within the ranges, 
and be ye with the king ‘as he 


9 And the 


and they took every man his men that were to 


, 


come in onthe Sabbath, with them that fhould 


go out on the Sabbath, and came to Jehoiada 
_ the prieft. 10 And.to the captains over hun-— 
_ dreds ‘did the prieft give king David’s {pears . 
_ and fhields that were in the temple of the Lorn. 
a1 And the guard ftood, every. man-with his _ 
Weapons in his hand, round about the king, 
_. from the right corner of -the temple, to the lett | 
corner of the temple, along by the altar-and the 
temple. 12 And he brought forth the king’s | 
_ fon, and put the crown upon him, and gave 
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‘bled. His aunt, by bringing him hither, put him under God’s 


married his daughter to Jehoiada a prieft, | 
Some perhaps thought it a difparagement to . 
the royal family to marry a daughter to a cl tgyman ; but it | 


—_ eet, SE — 


him the teftimony, and they made him king, 
and anointed him, and they clapt their hands, 
and faid, God fave the king. 


Six years Athaliah tyrannized. We have not a particular 
account of her reign ; no doubt it was of a piece with the be- 
ginning. While Jehu was extirpating the worthip of Baal in 
Iftael, the was eftablithing it in Judah, as appears, 2 Chron, 
xxiv. 7. The court and kingdom of Judah had been de- 


bauched by their alliance with. the houfe of Ahab, and now 


one“of that hovfe is a curfe and plague to both. Sinful friend- 
fhips {peed no better. All this while Joath lay hid, intitled to 
a crown, and intended for it, and yet buried alive in obfcurity. 
Though the fons and heirs of heaven are now hid, the worid 
knows them not,“1 Jobn iii. 1. but the time is fixed when 
they fhall appear in glory, as Joath in his feyenth year. By 
that-time he was ready to be fhewed, not .a babe; but having 
ferved his firft apprenticethip to life, and being arrived to his 
firft climaéterical year, had taken a good {tep towards manhood. 
By that time the people were grown weary of Athaliah’s ty- 
ranny, and ripe for a revolution. How that revolution was 
effected, we are here told. 

1. The manager of this great affair was Jehoiada the prieft; 
probably thé high prieft, or at leaft the Sagan, (as the Jews 
called him), or fuffragan to the high prieft. By his birth and 
office he was a man in authority, whom the people were bound 
by the law to obferve and obey, efpecially when there was :no 
rightful. king upoa the throne, Deut. xvii, 12. By marriage 
he was allied to the royal family; and if all the feed-royal 
were deftroyed, his wife, as daughter to Joram, had a better 
title tothe crown than Athaliah had. By his eminent gifts 
and races, she was fitted to ferve his country; and better fer. 
vice\he could not do it, than to free it from Athaliah’s ufurpation, 
And we have reafon to think, he did not make ‘this attempt, 
till:he had firft afked counfel of God, and known his mind, 
either by prophets, or Urim, or both. 

2. The management was very difcreet, and as became fo 
wife and good aman as Jéhoiada was. ? 

1/f, He concerted the matter with the rulers of hundreds, 


and the captains, the men in office, -ecclefiaftical, civil, and mi- 


litary ; got them to him to the temple, confulted with.them, 


laid before them the grievances they at prefent laboured under, 


gave them an oath of fecrecy ; and finding them free and for- 
ward to join with him, he /hewed them the hing’s fon, ver...4. 
And fo well fatisfied were they with his fidelity, that they faw 
no reafon to fufpea a fham. We-may well think what-a plea- 
fing furprife it was to the good people among them, who feare 
ed the houfe and lineage of David ‘was quite cut off, to find 
fuch a {park as this in the embers. : 
2dly, He pofted the priefts and Levites, who were more 
immediately under ‘his direGtion, in the feveral avenues to the 


.temple, to keep the guards, putting them under the command 


of the rulers of hundreds, ver. 9. David had divided ‘the 
priefts into courfes, which waited by turns, every Sabbath-day 
morning anew company came into waiting ; but-the company 
of the foregoing. week did not go out of waiting till the Sab- 


bath evening; fo that on the Sabbath-day, when double fer- 


‘vice. was to be done, there was a double number to do.it, both 


they that were to :come in, and they that were to go out. 
Thefe Jehoiada employed to.attend on this great oceafion ; he 
armed them out of the:magazines of the temple with David?s 
{pears and fhields ; either his own, or thofé he had taken from 
his enemies, which he devoted to God’s honour, ver. 10. If ~ 
they were old and unfafhionable, yet they that ufed-them might, 
by their being David’s, be minded of God’s covenant with him, 
which they were now aéting in the defence of, 


4F2 ' Two 


. him. 
3 


Lie narra 
Two things they were ordered to do. (1.) To proteét the 
young king from being infulted: ‘hey muft 4eep the watch 
of the king’s houfe, ver. 5. compa/s the king, and be with him, 
ver. &. to guard him from Athaliah’s partizans; for {till there 
were thofe that thirlted“after royal blood. (2.) To prefeive 
the holy temple from being profaned by the concourfe of peo- 
ple that would come together on this occafion, ver. 6. Keep 
the waich of the houfe, that it be not either broken through, or 
broken down ; and fo ftrangers fhould erowd in, or fuch as 
were unclean. He was not fo zealous for the projected re-— 
volution as ‘to forget his religion. In times of the greateft 
hurry, care muft be taken that the holy things of God be not 
intrenched upon ; ne detrimentum capiat ecclefia.—It is obfery- 
able, that Jehoiada appointed to each his place, as well as his 
work, ver. 6, 7. for good order contributes very much to the 
expediting and accomplifhing any great enterprife. Let every 
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man know, and keep, and make good his poit, and then the 


work will be done fuddenly. 

3dly," When the guards were fixed, then the king was 
brought forth, ver. 12. Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion, 
for even in thy holy mountain thy king appears; a child in- 
deed, but not fuch a one as brings a woe upon a land; for he 
was the fon of nobles, the fon of David, Eccl. x. 17. A child 
indeed, but he hada good guardian,’ and, which was better, a 
good God to goto. Jehoiada, without delay, proceeded to 
the coronation of this young king ; for though he was not yet 
capable of difpatching bufinefs, he would be growing up towards 
it by degrees. This was done with great folemnity, ver. 12. 
(1.) In token of his being invefted with kingly power, he put 


‘the crown upon him, though it was yet too big and too heavy 


for his head. The regalia, it is probable, were kept in the 
temple, and fo the crown was ready at hand. (2.) In token 
of his obligation to govern by law, and to make the word of 
God his rule, he gave him the teftimony, put a Bible into his 
hand, which he muft read in all the days of his life, Deut. xvii. 
38, 19. | (3.) In token ofthis receiving the Spirit, to qualify 
him for this great work to which he was called, he anointed 
Though notice is taken of the anointing of their kings 
only in cafe of interruption, as ‘here, and in Solomon’s cafe ; 
yet I know not ‘but the ceremony might be ufed to all their 
kings, at leaft thofe of the houferof David, becaufe their royal- 
ty was typical of Chrilts, who was to be anointed above his 
fellows, above ail the fons of David. “(4.) In token of the 


" peoples-acceptance of him, and fubjection to his government, 


they clapped their hands for joy, and exprefled their. hearty 
good. withes to him, Let the king “wes and thus they made 
bim king, made him their king, confented to and concurred 
with the divine appointment. ‘They had reafon to rejoice in 


_ the period now put to Athaliah’s tyranny, and the profpect they 


» made for him, and his kingdom, continually. 


had ofithe reftoration and eftablifhment of religion, by a king 
under the tuition of fo good a man as Jehoiada. They had 
reafon to bid him welcome to the crown whofe right it was, 
and to pray, Let him live, who came to them as life from the 
dead, and in whom the houfe of David was to live. V 
fach acclamations of joy and fatisfaétion muft the kingdom of 
Chrift be welcomed into our hearts, when his throne is fet up 


‘there, and Satan the ufurper is depofed ; Hofanna, Blefed is 


be that comes. Clap hands, and fay, Let king Jefus live, for 
ever live, and reign in my foul, and jin all the world. It is 
promifed, Pfal. Ixxi. 15. He flall live, and 


13 | And when Athaliah heard the noife of 
the guard, and of the people, fhe game to the 
people into the temple of the Lorp. 14 And 
when fhe looked, behold, the king ftood. by a 


With | 


prayer Joall be 
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pillar, as the manner was, and the princes, and — 


the trumpeters by the king, and all the people 
of the land rejoiced, and blew with trumpets: 


and Athaliah rent her clothes, and cried, *Trea- , 


fon, treafon. 15 But Jehotada the prieft com- 
manded the captains of the hundreds, the offi- 
cers of the hoft, and faid unto them, Have 
her forth without the ranges: and him that fol- 
loweth her, kill with the fword. For the prieft 
had faid, Let her not be flain in the houfe of 
the Lorp. » 16 And they laid hands on her, 
and {he went by the way by the which the hor- 
fes came into the king’s houfe, and there was. 
fhe flain. 


We may fuppofe it was defigned, when they had finifhed 
the folemnity of the king’s inauguration, to make a vifit to 
Athaliah, and call her to an account for her murders, ufurpa- 
tion, and tyranny; but, like her mother Jezebel, fhe faved them 
the labour, went out to meet her 
deftrudtion. 

1. Fearing the noife, fhe came in a fright to fee what was 
the matter, ver. 13. Jehoiada, and his friends, began in fil- 
ence; but, now they found their ftrength, they proclaimed 
what they were doing. It feems Athaliah was ill beloved, elfe fhe 
had had intelligence brought her of this daring attempt, before 
with her own ears fhe heard the noife. Had the defign been 
difcovered before it was perfeéted, it might have been quathed, 
but now it was too late. When fhe heard the noife, it was. 
ftrange fhe was. fo ill advifed as to come herfelf, and, for ought 
appears, to come alone. Sure fhe was not fo ill befriended as 


to have none to go for her, or none to go with her ; but fhe 


was wretchedly infatuated, by the tranfport both of ee and 


fate, and haftened her own . 


indignation fhe was in. Whom-God will deftroy, he befools. 


2 Seeing what was done, fhe cried out for help. “She fave 
the king’s place by the pillar poffefied by one to’ whom the. 


princes and the people did homage, ver. 14. and had reafon 
to conclude her power at an end, which fhe knew was ufar- 
ped ; this made her rend her clothes, like one diftraéted, and 
crys Treafon, treafon; come and help againft the traitors. Joe 


fephus adds, that fhe cried to have him killed that poffefled — 


the king’s place. What was now in doing was the highelt 


T 


juftice, yet it is branded as the higheft crime: fhe herfelf was 


the greateft trairor, and yet.is firft and loudeft in crying, Trea- 
Jon, treafon.  Thofe that are themfelves moft 
monly moft forward to reproach others. 


2 . . : : eras 
3. Jehoiada gave orders to put her to death as an idolater; 


an ufurper, and an enemy to the public peace. Care was taken, 


(1.) That the fhould not be killed in the temple, or any of the 
courts of it, in reverence to that holy place, which muft not: so 


be ftained with the blood of any human facrifice, though never. 
fo jultly offered. (2.) That whoever appeared for her, fhould. 


guilty, are coms - 


die with her: Him that follows her, to protect or refoue her,. % 
any of her attendants that refolve to adhere to her,, and wilk 
not come into the intereft of their rightful fovereign, Ail] with. 


the fword, but not unlefs they follow her now, ver. 1 Somers 


cording to thefe orders fhe endeavouring ta make her ‘deape ae 
the back way to the palace, through the ftalls, they purfued. a 


i 


her, and there killed her, ver. 16. So ket all thine enemies perifr,. 


O Lord. ‘Thus give the bloody. whore élocd to drink, jor Joe. 


is worthy. : 


174 And Jehoiada made a covenant be- 
tween the Lorn, and the king and the people, 
that they fhould be the Logn’s peoples: be. 

tweer: 


re 


< t 
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tween the king alfo and the péople. -18 And 
all the people of the land went into the houfe 
of Baal, and brake it down, his altars and his 
images brake they in. pieces thoroughly, and 
flew Mattan the prieft of Baal before the altars: 
and the prieft appointed officers over the houfe 
of the Lory. 1g And he took the rulers’ over 
hundreds, and the captains, and the guard, and 
all the people of the land, and they brought 
down the king from the houfe of the Lorp, and 
came by the way of the gate of the guard to 
the king’s houfe, and he fat on the throne of the 
kings. © 20 And all the people of the land re- 
joiced, and the city was in quiet; and they flew 
Athaliah with the fword befide the king’s houfe. 
21 Seven years old was Jehoa{h when he began 
to reign. a 


Chap. XI. . 


Jehoiada has now got over the hatdeft part of his work, 
when, by the death of Athaliah, his young prince had his way 
to,the throne cleared of all oppofition. He is now to im- 
prove his advantages for the perfecting of the revolution, and 
the fettling of the government. ' , = 
. Two things we have an account of here, 

1. The good foundations he laid by an original contraét, 
ver.,17. Now prince and people were together in God’s” 
houfe, as it fhould feem, before they ftirred, he took care 
they fhould jointly covenant with God, and mutually cove- 
nant with each other, that they might rightly underftand their 
duty both to God and to one another, and be firmly bound 
to it. : ; 

. 1, He endeavoured to fettle and fecure the interefts of re- 


ligion among them, by a covenant between them and God.’ 
King and people would then cleave moft firmly to each other, — 


when both had joined themfelves to the Lord. God had al- 
ready on his part promifed to be their God. Jehoiada could 
fhew them that in the book of the teftimony ; now the king 
and people on their part muft covenant and agree, that they 
awill be the Lord’s people. In this covenant the king ftands 
upon the fame level with his fubje@s, and is as much bound 


as any of them to ferve the Lord.—By this engagement they: 


renounced Baal, whom. many of them had worfhipped, and re- 
figned themfelves to God’s government. It is well with a 


- people, when all the changes that pafs over them help to re- 


_ vive, ftrengthen, 


: to thofe duties which 


4 


and advance the interefts of religion among 
them.—And thofe are likely to profper, who fet out in the 
world under frefh and fenfible obligations to. God and their 
duty. By our bonds to God, the bonds of every relation are 
ftrengthened : They fir/? gave themfelves to the Lord, and then 
to us, 2 Cor, viil. 5. : 
2dly, He then fettled both the coronatton-oath, and the oath 
of allegiance, the pala conventa, between the king and the peo: 
ple; by which the king was obliged to 
law, and to proteé his fubje&ts ; and ‘they obliged, while he 
did fo, to obey him, 
im. Covenants are of ufe both to mind us of, and to bind us 
weare already obliged to.. It is. good in 
all relations for the parties to. underftand one another fuily, par- 
ucularly in that between prince and. fubjeét, that the one may. 
underftand the limits of his power and prerogative, the, other 
of his liberty: and property: and never may the ancient land- 
marks, which oux fathers haye fet before them, be removed ! 


7 ~ 
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govern according to _ 


and to bear ‘faith and “true allegiance to 
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2. The good beginnings he raifed-on thofe foundations. 

1, Purfuant to their covenant with God, they immediately 
abolifhéd idolatry, which the preceding kings, in compliance 
with the houfe of Ahab, had introduced, ver. 18. ll the peo- 
ple of the land, the mob got together, to fhew their zeal again{t 
idolatry ; and every one, now they were fo'well headed, would 
lend a hand to pull down Baal’s temple, his altars, and his i- 
mages. All his worthippers, it fhould feem, deferted him. on- 
ly his prieft Mattan {tuck to his altar alone ; though all men 
forfook Baal, he would not; and there he was flain, the beit 
facrifice that ever was offered upon that altar, Having de- 
{troyed Baal’s temple, they appointed officers over the hou/e of 
God, to fee that the fervice of God was regularly performed, 
by the proper perfons, in due time, and according to the initi-. 


‘tuted manner. 


2dly, Purfuant to their covenant with one another, they ex~ 
prefled a-mutual readinefs. to, and fatisfacion in each other. 
(1.) The king was brought in ftate to the royal palace, and 
fat there on the. throne of judgment, the thrones of the houfe of 
David, ver. 19. ready to receive petitions and appeals, which 
he would refer to Jehoiada to give anfwers to, and to give: 
judgments upon. (2.) The people rejoiced, and Jerufalem was 
in quiet, ver. 20. and Jofephus faith they kept a feaft of joy 
many days, making good Solomon’s obfervation, Prov. xi, 10. 
When it. goes well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth; and 
when the wicked perifh, there is a JSoouting. 


C 5H 4e.P. aS 
This chapters gives us the hiflory of the reign of Joafh 5: 
which doth not anfwer that glorious beginning of it, which 
we had an account of in the Soregoing chapter. He was’ 
not fo ilufirious at forty years old ashe was at Seven ;: 
jet bis reign is to be reckoned one of the better fort, and’ 
appears much worfe in Chronicles than it doth here, 2 
Chron. xxiv. for there we Jind the blood of one of God's: 
prophets laid at his door. Here we are only. told, 1. That 
he did well while Fehoiada Aived, ver. 1,—3. TI. That 
he was careful and aéfive to repair the temple, ver. 4,—- 
16. II. Thar, afrer a faeaking compofiion with Hazacl,, 
ver. 17, 18. be died ingloricufly, ver. 19,—21,. 


|N the feventh year of Jehu, Jelioath began to 

_ reign; and forty years reigned he in Jeru- 
falem: and his. mother’s name was Zibiah of 
Beer-fheba. 2 And Jehoafh did that which 
was right in the fight of the Lorp all his days, 
wherein Jehoiada the prieft inftruGed him. 3, 
But the high places were not taken away: the: 
people ftill facrificed, and burnt incenfe in the. 
high places. Fey | 

The general account here given of Joath is, 

1. That he reigned forty years ; and beginning his reign: 
when he was very young, might, in a courfe of nature, have: 
continued much longer ;. for he was cut off when he was but: 
forty-feven years old, ver... a a 

.2. That he did: that which was right, as long as Jehoiada- 
hved to inftruc him, ver. 2. Many young men have come 
too foon.to an eftate, have had wealih,.and power, and liberty, 
before they knew. how to ufe ity, and it‘has been’of ill.confe-- 
quence to them. But agaiaft this danger. Joath. was well guard.. 
ed, (1.) By having fuch a good’ diregtor. as Jehoiada was, ! 
fo. wife, and experienced, and faithfal to him. (2.) By ha- 
ving fo much wifdom as to hearken to him, and be direéted. 
by him, even when he was grown ups Note, It- is a-great: 

S merey’ 
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mercy to yousg people, and efpecially to young princes and 
young gentlemen, to be under a good condu&, and to have thofe 
about them that will inftruét them to do that which is right in the 
fight of the Lord; and they then do wifely and well for them- 
felves, when they are willing to be counfelled and ruled by 
fuch. A child left to him/elf, brings his mother to.fhame 3 but-a 
child left to fach a tuition, may bring himfelf to honour an 
comfort. : 
3. Fhat the high plates were not taken away, ver. 3. Up 
and, down the country they had altars both for facrifice and 1n- 
cenfe, tothe honour of the God of Ifrael-only, ‘but*in compe- 
tition with, and at leaft an implicit contempt of his altar at Je- 
rufalem. Thefe private altars, perhaps, had been more ofed in 
the late bad reigns than formerly,-becaufe it was not fafe to go 
up to Jerufalem, nor was the temple-fervice performed as it 
fhould have been ; and, it may be, for that reafon Jehoiada con- 
nived at them, becaufe fome well-meaning people were glad of 
them, when they could not have better ; and he hoped that 
the reforming of the temple, and putting things into a good 
pofture there, would by degrees draw people from their high 
places, and they would dwindle of themfelves ; orperhaps nei- 
thet’ the king nor the prieft had zeal enough to-carry on their 
reformation fo far, nor courage and {trength enough to-encoun- 
ter fuch an inveterate ufages 


4 4 And Jehoath faid to the priefts, All the 


money of the dedicated things that is brought | 
| found in it, ver. 5,:in the roofs, or walls, or ‘floors, the ceiling, 


into the houfe of the Lorp, even the money of 
every one that pafleth the account, the money 


that every man is fet at, amd all the money that | 
»cometh into any man’s heart to bring into the | 
houfe of the Lorp. 5 Let the priefts take zt to | 
- them,, every man of his acquamtance, and let | 
them repair the breaches of the houfe, wherefo- | 
ever any breach fhall be found. 6 But it was | 
jo, that in the three and twentieth year of king © 
Jehoath, the priefts had not repaired the breach- | 
es: 0f Aa ipaee 7 hee Eine : Dope bas | -wafte, and by his judgments recover-Jocum vaflatum, (as the 
for Jehoiada the prieft and the oth ay priefts,and | law fpeaks), when ‘this negleted temple was laid even oan the 
faid unto them, Why repair ye not the breach- | 
es of the houfe? now therefore receive no more 
money of your acquaintance, but:deliver it for 
8 And’ the priefts | 
-confented to receive no more money of the pecs — 
ple, neither to repair the breaches of the houfe. | 


the breaches.of the houfe. 


9 But Jehoiada the prieft took a cheft, and bo- 


red a hole in the lid of it, and fet it befide the > 
altar, on the right fide, as one cometh into the | 
houfe of the Lorp: and the priefts that kept | 


the door, ‘put ‘therein all the money that :was 
brought into’‘the jhoufe of the Lorp. 10 And 


it was fo, when they faw that there was much. 


‘money in the cheft, that the king’s {cribe, :and 
the high oprieft came up, and they put up in 
‘bags, and told the money that was found in the 
‘houfe of the Lorp, 11 And they gave the 
money, being told, into the hands of them that 


did the ‘work, that ‘had. the .overfight of the 


houfe of the Lorn: and they laid it out’to the 
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carpenters and builders, that wrought upon the 
houfe of the Lorp. 12 And to mafons and 
hewers of ftone, and to buy timber, and hewed 
{tone to repair the breaches of the houfe of the 


Lorn, and for all that was laid out forthe houfe 


to repair zt. 13 Howbeit, there were not made 
for the houfe of the Lorp, bowls of filver, fnuf- 
fers, bafons, trumpets, any veflels of gold, or 
vetiels of filver, of the money that was brought 
into the houfe of the Lorn. 14 But they gave 
that to the workmen, and repaired therewith 
the houfe of the Lorp. 15 Moreover, they rec- 
koned not with the men, into whofe hand they 
delivered the money to be beftowed on work- 
men: for they dealt faithfully. 16 The tref- 


/ pafs-money, and fin-money was not brought in- 


to the houfe of the Lorn: it was the priefts. 


We have here an acCount of the repairing of the temple ia 
the reign of Joafh. 
1. It feems the temple was gone out of repair. Though So- 
lomon built it very ftrong, of the beft materials, and in the beft 
manner, yet in time it went to decay, and there were breaches 


or wainfcoting, or windows, or the ‘partitions of the courts ; 
even temples themfélves are the worfe ‘for the wearing ; the 
heavenly temple will never wax old. Yet it was not ‘only the 
teeth of time that made thefe breaches, the fons of Athaliah 
had broken up the houfe'of God, 2 Chron. xxiv. 7. and out of 
‘an-enmity to the fervice of the temple, had damaged ‘the’ build- 
ings of it; and the priefts had not taken care to repair the 
‘breaches-of it in ‘time, fo that they went worfe and -worfe. 
Unworthy were thofe hufbandmen to have this valuable ‘vine- 
yard let out to. them upon fuch eafy terms, ~who could not af 
ford to keep the wineprefs in due and tenantable repair, Matt. 
xxi. 33. Juftly did ‘their great Lord fue for this permiflive 


ground. 

2. The king ‘himfelf-was (as it fhould feem) the firft. and 
forwardeft man that took ‘care for the repair ‘of it. We donot 
‘find ‘that the priefts complained of it, or that Jehoiada ‘himfelf 
‘was active'in it; but the king was zealovs-in’'the ‘matter, (1.) 
Becaufe he was king, and expedts and requites from thofe who 
‘have power, that they ufe it for the maintenance and fupport of 
teligion, the redrefs sf grievances, and reparation of decays, 
for the exciting and engaging of minifters to do their part, and 
people theirs. (2.) Becaufe the temple had been both hisnur- 
fery and fanétuary when he was a child, in-a grateftl remem- 
brance of which he now appeared zealous for the honour 
of it. They who ‘have experienced the comfort and benefit 
of religious aflemblies, ‘will make the reproach of them their 


burden, (Zeph. iii. 18.) the fupport of them their-care, and. 


the profperity of them their chief joy. Ah bah 

3. The prictts were ordered to colleét money for thefe ‘re- 
paits, and to'take care that the work was -done. Phe: king : 
had the affairs-of ‘his kingdom to ‘mind, and could not ‘himfelf _ 
infpect this affair; but he employed the ‘priefts to manage it, _ 


“ithe fitteft peifons, and ‘moft likely, one would think, to be 


heatty in it. ‘(1.)'He gave them ‘orders for the levying of the - 
“money, of the dedicated things ; they muft not ftay till it-was” 
paid in, but they muft call for it where‘they 4new it was due 
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in their refpective difticts, cither as redemption-money, by vir- 
tue of the law, Exod. xxx. 1 3. or as eftimation-money, by 
virtue of the law, Lev. xxvii. 2, 3. or_as a freewill-offering, 
ver. 4. This they were to gather every man of his acquaint- 
ance ; and it was fuppofed there was no man but had acquaint- 
ance with fome or other of the priefts.. Note, Thofe we have 
particular acquaintance with, we fhould take the opportunity 
that gives us of exciting them to that which is good. (2.) 
He gave then orders for laying out the money they had levi- 
ed, in‘repairing the breaches of the houfe, ver. 5. 

4. This method did not anfwer the intention, ver. 6. Little 
money was raifed; either the priefts were carelefs, and did not 
call the people to pay in their dues, or the people had fo little 
confidence in the priefts management, that they were backward 
to pay money into their hands: if they were diftrufted with- 
out caufe, it was the people’s fhame; if with, it was more 
theirs;. but what money was raifed, was not applied'to the pro- 


_per ule; the breaches of the haufe were not repaired; the priefts 


thought it might ferve as well as it had. done, and therefore put 
it off from time to time. Church-work ufes to be flow work, 
but: it is pity church-men, of all men, fhould be flow at it. 
—Perhaps, what little money was raifed, they thought it ne- 
ceflary to ufe it for the maintainance of the prtefts; which mutt 
needs fall much fhort when tem tribes were wholly revolted, 
and the other-two wretchedly corrupted. 

5. Another method was therefore taken; the king has his 


heart much upon it, to have the breaches of the houfe repaired, 


ver. 7. His apoflafy at laft gives us caufe to queltion whe- 
ther he had as good an affection for the fervice of the temple 
as he-had for the ftruéture; many have been zealous for build- 
ing and beautifying churches, and other forms of. godlinefs, 
who yet have been ftrangers to the power of it; however, we 
cotamend his zeal, and blame him not for reproving even his 
tutor Jehoiada himfelf, when he faw him-remifs;.and fo con- 
vincing was his reproof, that the priefts owned themfelves un- 
worthy to be any longer employed, and confented to the ta- 


king of fome other meafures, and the giving up of the money 


they had received into other hands, ver. 8. It was honeftly 
done, when they found they had not {pirit to do it themfelves, 
not to hinder other people from doing it. 
was taken. , 

if, For raifing money, ver. 9g, 10. The money was not 
paid into private hands, but put into a public cheft; and then 
people brought it in readily, and in great abundance, not only 
their dues, but their freewill-offerings for fo good a work.— 


_ The. high prie/t, and the fecretary of ftate, counted the money 


out of the cheft, and laid it by in /pecie for the ufe to which it 


Was appropriated.—When public diftributions are made faith-. 


fully, public contributions will be made chearfully. The mo- 
ney that was.given, (i.) Was dropt into the cheft through a 
hole in the lid, paft recal, to intimate, that what has been once 


refigned to God, muft never be refumed.. Every man.as he 


_ purpofeth in his heart, fo let him give. (2.) The cheft was put 


“S 


on the right hand as they went in 5 which, fome think, is al- 


luded to in that rale of charity, which our Saviour gives, Let 
_ not thy left hand know what thy right hand doth. But, while 


they were: getting all they could for the repair.of the temple, 
they did not break in upon that which was the {tated mainte- 
nance of the priefts, ver. 16. the trefpafs-money, and the fin- 
‘money, which was given to them by that law, Lev. v. 15,16. 
was referved tothem. Let not the fetvices of the temple be 
ftarved, under colour of repairing the breaches of it. 

2dly, For laying out the money that was raifed,- 

(1.) They did not put into the hands of the priefts, who 


- were not verfed in affairs of this nature, having other work to 


mind é but into the hands of thofe that did the work, or at leatt 


ee ee Sc le! Ue 


Bord o Nak a 


| reckon with them, whether men do. dr no, 
| it is no fin, to cheat the government, cheat the country, or cheat 
the church, will be of another mind when God fhall fet their 


Another courfe: 


had the overfight of its ver. 11. 
strutted with this bufinefs, whofe employments lay that way. 
Tragient fabrilia fabri: but let. not thofe who are called to war 
the holy warfare, intangle themfelves in the affairs of this life. 
They that were thus entrufted, did the bufinefs, [1.] Carefully 
purchafing materials, and paying workmen, ver. 12. Bufinefs 


- is-done with expedition when thofe are employed in it that un- 


derftand-4t, and_know which way. to go about it. [2.] Faith. 


| fully; fuch a reputation they got for honefty, that there was 
¥3 } see 3 


no occafion to examine their bills, or audite their accounts. 
Let all that are intrufted with public money, or public work, 
learn hence to- deal faithfully, as thofe that know God will 
Thofe that think 


fins in-order before them. 

2dly, They did not lay it out in orsaments for the temple, 
in veffels of gold: or -filver, but in neceflury repairs firft, ver. 13. 
Whence we may learn in all our expences to. give that the pre- 


ference which is moft needful, and in dealing for the public to: - 


deal as we would for ourfelves. After the repairs were finifh- 
ed, we find the overplus turned into plate for use fervice of the 
temple, 2 Chron. xxiv. 14. 


17 ¥ Then Hazael king of Syria went up, 


and fought again{t Gath, and took it: and Ha- 
zael fet his face to go up to ferufalem. 18 And 
Jehoath king of Judah took all the hallowed 
things that Jehofhaphat, arid Jehoram, and 
Ahaziah his fathers, kings of Judah, had dedi- 
cate, and his own hallowed things, and all the 
gold ¢hat was found in the treafures of the 
houfe of the Lorp, and in the king’s houle, and 
fent zt to Hazacl king of Syria, and he went a- 
way from Jerufalem. 19 @ And the reft of the 
acts of Joafh, and all that he did, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles. of the 
kings of Judah? 20 And his fervants arofe, and 
made a confpiracy, and flew Joafh in the houfe 
of Millo, which goeth down to Silla. 21 For 
Jozachar the fon. of Shimeath, and Jehozabad 
the fon. of Shomer, his fervants, {mote him, and 
he died; and they buried him with his fathers 
in the city of David, and Amaziah his fon. 


reigned in his ftead. 


Whien Joath had revolted from God, and was become both 
an idolater and a perfecutor, the hand of the Lord went out a- 
gainft him, and: his la/? fate-was worfe than his firf. 

1. His wealth and honour became an eafy prey to his neigh- 
bours.  Hazael, when he’ had’ chaftifed Ifrael, chap. x. 32. 
threatened Judah and Jerufalem likewife, took Gath, a ftrong 
city, ver. 17. and thence intended to march with his forces a- 
gainft Jerufalem, the royal city, the holy city; but being fin- 
ful and corrupt, its defence was departed. Joath had neither 
fpirit nor ftrength to make head agaioft him, but gave him all 
the hallowed things, and all'the gold that was found both in 
his exchequer, and inthe treafures of the temple, ver. 17. to 
hire him to march another way. If it were lawful’to to do 
this for the public fafety, better part with the gold of the tem 
ple, than expofe the temple itfelf; yet, (1-) If he had not for- 
faken God; and forfeited his’protection, his affairs had not been 

brought 
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They were fittelt to be en-. 
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brought to this extremity, but he might have forced Hazael to 
‘retire. (2.) He diminithed himfelf, and- made himfelf very 
mean; loft the honour of a prince and a foldier, and of an If- 
raclite too, in alienating the ‘dedicated things. (3.) He im- 
poverifhed himfelf and his kingdom. | And, (4.) He tempted 
Tazael'to come again, when he could bring home fo rich a 
booty without ftnking a ftroke.. And it had this effect ; for, 
the next year, the hoit of Syria came up againft Jerufalem, de- 
flroyed the prince, and plundered the city, 2 Chron. xxiv. 
23 pas 
2. His life became an eafy prey to his own fervants. They 
confpired again{ft him and flew him, ver. 20, 21. not aiming 
at his kingdom 3 for they oppofed not his fons fucceeding him, 
but to be revenged on him for fome ill thing he had done; 
and we are told in Chronicles, that his murdering the prophet, 
Jehoiada’s fon, was the provocation. In this, how unrighte- 
ous foever they were, (vengeance was not theirs, nor did it be- 
Jong to them to repay,) God was righteous; and this was not 
the only time that he let even kings know, it was at their pe- 


ril if they touched his anointed, and did his prophets any | 


harm; and that when he comes to make inquifition for blood, 
the blood of prophets will run the account very high.—Thus 
fell Joath, who began in the fpirit, and ended in the fleth. God 
ufually fets marks of his difpleafure upon apoftates, even in this 
hfe; for they, of all finners, do moft reproach the Lord. 


a Car” Peagerir, v 
This chapter brings us again to the hiffory of the kings of 
Lfrael, and particularly of the family of Jehu. We have 
here an account of the reign, 1. Of bis fon Feboahax, 
which continued fevinteen years. _ Lis bad charager in 
general, ver. 1,2. The trouble he was brought into, ver. 
* 3. and the low ebb of his affairs, ver. 4. Elis humiliation 
before God,-and Goh’s compaffion towards him, ver. 4a Bs 
and again, ver. 23. His continuance in bis tdolatry noi- 
withflanding, ver. 6. His death, ver. 8,9. Il. Of his 
grandfon Foafb, which continued fixteen years. Here is a 
general account of bis reign in the ufual form, ver. 11,— 
13. Buta particular account of the death of Elifha in 
his time. The kind vifit the king made him, ver. 14. and 
the encouragement he gave the king in his wars with Sy- 
7a, Ve 15,—19. Hts death and burial, ver. 20. and a 
miracle wrought by bis bones ver. 21. And laftly, The 
advantages Foa/b gained againfi the Syrians, according 
to bis prediétions, ver. 24, 25. 


aS the three and twentieth year of Joafh the 

fon of Ahaziah king of Judah, Jehoahaz the 
fon of Jehu began to reign over Ifrael in Sama- 
ria, and reigned feventeen years. 2 And he 
did that which was evil in the fight of the 
Lorp, and followed, the fins of Jeroboam the 


fon of Nebat, which made H{rael to fin, he de- | 


parted not therefrom. 3 4 And the anger of 
the Lorp was kindled againft Ifrael, and he de- 
livered them into the hand of Hazael king of 
Syria, and into the hand of Ben-hadad the fon 
ot Hazael, all their days. 4 And Jehoahaz be- 


fought the Lorp, and the Lorp hearkened unto 


him: for he faw the oppreffion of Ifrael, be- 
caufe the king of Syria oppreffed them. 5 


{And the Lorp gave Hrael a faviour, fo that 


NiedS Se. 


they went out from under the hand of the Sy- 
rians: and the children of Irae! dwelt in their 
tents, as beforetime. 6 Neverthelefs, they de- 
parted not from the fins of the houle of Jero- 
beam, who made Ifrael fin, ut walked therein: 
and there remained the grove alfo in Samaria.) 
7 Neither did he leave of the people to Jehoa- 
haz, but fifty horfemen, and ten chariots, and 
ten thoufand footmen$ for the king of Syria 
had deftroyed them, and had made them like 
the duft by threfhing. 8 { Now the reft of 
the acts of Jehoahaz, and all that he did, and 
his might, are they not written in the book vot 
the chronicles of the kings of Ifrael? go And 


Jehoahaz flept with his fathers, and they buried 


him in Samaria, and 
ftead, or 


This general account of the reign of Jehoahaz, and of the 
{tate of Ifrael during his feventeen years, though fhort, is long 


Joafh his fon reigned in his 


Chap. XIII. 


enough to let us fee two things, which are very affecting and 


inftructive. 
1. The glory of }frael raked up in the afhes, buried and loft, 
‘and turned into fhame. How unlike doth Ifrael appear. here, 


to what it had been, and might have been! How is its crown. 


profaned, and its honour laid in the duit! Rie. 


1f?, It was the honour of Ii{rael, that they worfhipped the . 


only living and true God, who is a {pirit, an eternal mind, and 
had rules, by which to worfhip him, of his own appointment ; 


" but by changing the glory of their incorruptible God into the fimi- 
litude of an ox, the truth of God into a lie, they loft this ho- 


nour and levelled themfelves with the mations that worlhipped 
the work of their own hands. _We-find here that the king 
Sollowed the fins of Feroboam, ver. 2. and the people departed 
not from them, but walked therein, ver. 6. ‘There could not be 


a greater reproach than thefe two idolized calves were to a peo 


ple that were inftru&ed in the fervice of God, aid intrufted 
with the lively oracles. In all the hiftory of the ten tribes, 
we never find the leaft fhock given to that idolatry, but in e- 
very reign {till the calf was their god, and they feparated them- 
felves to that fhame. ; : 

.2dly, It was the honour of Tfrael, that they were taken-un- 
der the fpecial protection of heaven. God himfelf was there de- 
fence, the fhield of their help, and the fword of their excellen- 
‘cy. Happy waft thou, O Tfrael, upon. this account. But 
here, as often before, we find them ftript of this glory, and ex- 


- pofed to the infults of all their neighbours. They, by their fins, 


provoked God to anger, and then he delivered them tato the 
hands of Hazael and Ben-hadad, ver. 3. Hazael oppreffed 
Lrazl, ver. 22. Sure never was any nation fo often plucked 


and pillaged by their neighbours as Irael was. | This they 


brought upon themfelves by fin; when they had provoked God 


to pluck up their hedge, the goodnefs of their land did but ~— 


tempt their neighbours to prey upon them. _ So low was Ifrael 
brought inthis reign by the many depredations which the Sy- 
rians made upon them, that the militia of the kingdom, 


and all 


the force they could bring into the field, was but fifty horfe- 
men, ten chariots, and ten ihoufand footmen, a defpicable mufter, 


ver. 7. Are the thoufands of Ifrael come to this? How is 


the gold become dim! "The debauching of a nation will certain- 


ly be the debafing of it, ; 


2. Some fparks of Ifrael’s ancient ‘honour appearing in thefe ‘ ) 


afhes; it is not quite forgotten, notwith{tanding all thefe quar- i 
; om ‘ : i rels, 


” 
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» Trael.: 


_ Tows: And he took unto 


: Shoot : and he fhot. 
Of the Lorp’s deliverance, and the arrow of de-. 
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Chap. XII. 


Tels, that this people is the 
Ufrael. For, : 
1, It was the ancient honour of Ifrael, that they were a 
praying people: and here we find fomewhat of that honour re- 
vived ; for Johoahaz their King, in his diftrefs, befought. the 
Lord, ver. 4, applied himfelf for help, not to the calves, what 
help could they give him? but to the Lord. It becomes 
kings to be beggars at God’s*door ; andthe greateft of men to 
be humble petitioners at the footitool of his throne. Need will 
drive them to it. 
2dly, It was the ancient honour of Ifrael, that they had God 
nigh unto them in all that which they called upon him for, Deut, 
w. 7. and fo he was here. Though he might jaftly haye re- 
jected the prayer, as an abomination to him, yet the Lord heark- 
ened unto Feboahax, and to his prayer, for himfelf and for his 
people, ver. 4. and he gave Lfracl a faviour, ver. 5. not Je- 
hoahaz himfelf, for all. his days Hazael oppreffed Ifrael, 
ver. 22. but his fon, to whom, in anfwer to the father’s pray- 
ers, God gave fuccefs againft the Syrians’; fo that he reco. 
yered the cities which they had taken-from his father, ver. 
25. ‘This gracious anfwer God gave to the prayer of Jehoa- 
haz, not for his fake, or the fake of that unworthy people, but 
in remembrance of his covenant with Abraham, ver. 23. which, 
in fuch exigencies as thefe, he had long fince promifed to have 
refpect to, Lev. xxvi. 42. See how’ fwift God is to fhew 
mercy 5 how ready to hear prayers ; how willing to find out 
any reafon to be gracious, elfe he would not look fo far back 
as that ancient covenant which Ifrael had fo often broken, and 


Ifrael of God, and he the God of 


® forfeited all the benefit of. Let this invite and engage us 


for ever to him; and encourage even thofe that have forfaken 
him, to return and repent: for there is Sorgivene/s with him, 
. that he may be feared.” v ; 


10 & In the thirty and feventh year of Joath. 


king of Judah, nie Jehoath the fon of Jeho- 
ahaz to reign over If{rael in Samaria, and reigned 
fixteen years. 11 And he did that which was 
evil in the fight of the Lorn; he departed not 
from all the fins of Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, 
who made Ifrael fin: Sut he walked therein. 
12 And the reft of the acts of Joath, and all that 
he did, and his might wherewith he fought a- 
gaint Amaziah king of Judah, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Ifrael?’ 13 A’nd Joath flept with his 
fathers, and Jeroboam fat upon his throne: and 
Joath was buried in Samaria with the kings of 
14 q Now Elifha was fallen fick, of his 
ficknefs whereof he died, and Joath the king of 
Tfrael came down unto him, and wept over his 


face, and faid, O my father, my father, the cha- 


riot of Ifrael, and the horfemen thereof. I5 
And Elitha‘faid unto him, Take bow and ar- 
him bow and arrows. 
16 And he faid to the king of Ifrael, Put thine 
hand upon the bow: and he put his hand wpon 
zt: and Elitha put his hands upon the king’s 
hands. ° 17 And he faid, Open the window eait- 
ward: and he-opened it. Then Elitha faid, 
And he faid, The. arrow 
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liverance from Syria: for thou fhait {mite the’ 


Syrians in A phek till thoy have confumed them. 
18 And he faid, Take the atrows: and he took 
them. And he faid unto the king of Irae’, 
{mite upon the ground, and he fmote thrice, 
and flayed. 19 And the man of God was wroth 
With him, and iaid, Thou fhouldt have {mitten 
five or fix times, then hadi thou {mitten Syria 
till thou hadi confumed zt: whereas now thou 
fhalt {mite Syria but thrice, ©. 


We have here Jehoath, or Joath the fon of Jehoahaz, and 
grandfon of Jehu, upon the throne of Ifrael. Probably, the 
houfe of Jehu intended fome refpect to the houfe of David, 
when they, gave this heir-apparent to the crown the fame name 
with-him that was thea king of Judah. 

1. The general account here given of him and his reign, is 
much the fame with what we haye already met with, and has 
little in it remarkable, ver. 10,—1 3. 
wortt, and yet, becaufe he kept up that ancient and politic idea 
latry of the houfe of Jeroboam, it is aid, Ae did that which 
was evil in the fight of the Lord. That one evil was enough 
to leave an indelible mark of infamy upon ris name; for how 
little- evil foever men faw in it, it was, in the Sight of the Lord, 
a very ill thing; and we are fure that his judgment is accord- 
ing to truth. It is obfervable, how lightly the infpired pen- 
man paffeth over lis aéts, and his might wherewith he warred, 
leaving it to the common hiftorians to record them, while he 
takes notice only of the refpe&t he fhewed to Elifha. “One 
good adion fhall make a better figure in God’s book, than 
twenty great ones; and in his account, it gains a man a much 
better reputation to honour a prophet, than to conquer a king 
and his army. 

2. The particular account of what paffed between him and 
Elitha, has feveral things in it remarkable. ; 

tf, Elifha fell fick, ver. 14. Obferve, (1.) He lived long’; 
for it was now about fixty years fince he was firft called to bea 


prophet. It was a great mercy to Ifrael, and efpecially to the 


He was none of the . 


- 


fons of the prophets, that he was continued fo long a burning . 


and fhining light. Elijah finithed his teftimony in a fourth 
part of that time. God’s prophets have their day fet them, 
fome longer, others fhorter, as infinite Wifdom fees fit. (2.) 
fill the latter part of his time,’from the anointing of Jehu, 
which was forty-five years before Joath began his reign, we find 
no mention made of him, or of any thing he did, till we find 
him here upon his.death-bed. He might be ufeful to the laft, 
and yet not fo famous as he had fometimes been. The time 
of his flourifhing was lefS than the time of his living. Let fot 
old people complain of obfcurity, but rather Be well pleafed 
with retirement. (3.) The {pirit of Elijah refted on Elitha, 
and yet he is not fent for to heaven on a fiery chariot, as Eli- 
jah was, but goes the common road out of the world, and i 
wifited with the vifitation of all.men., If God honour fome a. 
bove others, who yet are not! ferior to them in gifts or graces, 
who fhall find fault? May he not do what he will with his own. 
2dly, King Joath vifited him in his ficknefs, and wapt over 
him, ver. 14. This was an evidence of fome good tn him, 
that he had a value and affe@tion for a faithful prophet : fo far 
was he from hating and perfecuting him as a troubler ‘of Ifrael, 
that he loved and. honoured him as one of the greatélt bleifings 
of his kingdom; dnd lamented the lofs of him. - There have 


_ been thofe who would not be obedient to the word of God, 


and yet have had the faithful minifters of it. { ‘manifelted in 
their confciences, that they could not but have an honour for 
them.—Obferve here, (1.) When the king heard of Elitha’s 
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ficknefs, he came to vilit him, and to receive his dying counfel 
and blefling ; and it was no difparagement to him, though a 
king, thus to honour one whom God honoured. Note, It 
may turn much to our fpiritual advantage to attend the fick- 


beds and death-beds of good minifters,and other good men,’ 


that we may learn to die, and be encouraged in religion, by the 
living comforts they have from it in a dying hour. (2.) 
Though Elitha was very old, had been a great while ufeful, 
and in a courfe of nature could not continue long; yet the 
king, when he faw him fick, and likely to die, wept over him. 
‘The aged are the mioft experienced ; and therefore can worlt 
be fpared. In many-caufes, one old witnefs is worth ten young 
ones. (3.) He lamented him in the fame words with which 
Elitha had himfelf lamented the removal of Elijah, My father, 
my father. It is probable he had heard or read them in that 


famous ftory. Note, Thofe that give juft honours to the ge | 


neration that goes before them, are often recompenfed with the 
like from the generation that comes after them. He that wa- 
tereth with tears, fhall be fo watered alfo himfelf when it comes 
to his own turn, Prov. xi. 25. (4.) This king was herein 
felfifh ; he lamented the lofs of Elifha, becaufe he was the cha- 
riots and horfemen of Ifrael ; and therefore could be ill {pared, 
when Ifrael was fo poor in chariots and horfemen, as we found 
they were, ver. 7. when they had in all but fifty horfemen and 
ten chariots. “They who confider how much good men con- 
tribute to the defence of a nation, and the keeping off of God’s 
judgments, will fee caufe to lament the removal of them. 
3dly, Elitha gave the king great aflurances of his fuccefs a- 
gain{t the Syrians, Ifrael’s prefent oppreflors, and encouraged 
him to profecute the war againft them with vigour. Elifha 
was aware that therefore he was loth to part with him, be- 
caufe he looked upon him as the great bulwark of the king- 
dom. againft that common enemy, and depended much upon 
his bleffings and prayers in his defigns again{ft them. Well, 
faith Elifha, if that be it that makes thee take on thus, let not 
that trouble thee, thou fhalt be viétorious over the Syrians 
when I am in my grave: J die, but God will furely vifit you. 
He has the refidue of the Spirit, and can raife up other pro- 
phets to pray for you, God’s grace is not tied to: one hand. 
He can bury his workmen, and yet carry on his work. _ 
To animate the king againft the Syrians, he gives him a fign ; 
orders him to take bow and arrows, ver. 15. to intimate to him, 
- that, in order to the deliverance of his kingdom from the Sy- 
rians, he muft put himfelf into a military pofture, and refolve to 
' undergo the perils and fatigues of war: God would be the 
agent, but he muft be the inftrument. -And that he fhould be 
fuccefsful, he gives him a token, by direéting him, 

(1.) To fhoot an arrow towards Syria, ver. 16, 17: The 
King, no doubt, knew how to manage a bow better than the 
prophet did, and yet, becaufe the arrow now to be fhot was to 
have its fignificancy from the divine inftitution, as if he were 
now to be difciplined, he receives the words of command from 
the prophet. Put thy hand upon the bow : Open the window : 
Shoot. Nay, as if he had been a child that never drew a bow 
before, Eli/ha put his hands upon the king’s hands, to fignify 
that in all his expeditions againft the Syrians, he muft look up 

to God for direction and ftrength; muft reckon his own hands 
not fufficient for him, but go on in a dependence upon divine 
aid: He teacheth my hands to war, Pfal. xviii. 34. cxliv. 
1.. The trembling hands of a dying prophet, as they fig- 
nified the concurrence and communication of the power of 
God, gave this. arrow more force than the hands of. the 
king in ‘his full ftrength.— The Syrians had made themfelves 
matters of the country that lay eaftward, 2 Kings x. 33. 
Thitherward therefore the arrow is direéted, and fuch 

- am interpretation given by the prophet of the fhooting of 
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Chap. XUY: 
this arrow, though fhot at rovers, agmade it, [1.] A commit: 
fion'to the king to attack the Syrians, notwithftanding their 
power and pofleflion. -£2,] A promife of fuccefs therein. 


Itis the arrow of the Lord’s-deliverance, even the arrow of 


deliverance from Syria, It is God that commands deliver-- 
ance, and when he will effect, who can hinder? The arrow 
of deliverance is his. He fhoots out his arrows, and the work 
is done, Pfal. xviii. 14. Thou (halt fmite the Syrians in Aphek, 
where they. are now encamped, or where. they are to have 

a general rendezvous of their forces, ti// thotk have confumed 
thofe of them that are vexatious and oppreflive to thee and — 
thy kingdom. 

(2) To frike with the arrows, ver. 18, 19. The pro- 
phet having in God’s name affured him of victory over the 
Syrians, he will now try him what improvement he wall make 
of his victories, whether he will pufh them on with more zeal 
than Ahab did, when Ben-hadad lay at his mercy. For the 
trial of this, he bids him finite with the arrows on the ground. 
Believe them brought to the ground by the arrow of the Lord’s 
deliverance, and laid at thy feet, and now fhew me what thom 
wilt do to them when thou haft them down, whether thou 
wilt do as David did when God gave him the necks of his ene- 
mies, beat them Jmall as the duft before the wind, Pfal xviii. 
40, 42, The king fhewed not that eagernefs and flame which 
one might have expected upon this occafion, but fmote thrice 
and no more. — Either out of foolifh tendernefs. to the Syri- 
ans, he fmote as if he were afraid of hurting them, at leaft of 
ruining them ; willing to fhew mercy to them that never did 
nor ever would fhew mercy to him or his people. Or, perhaps, 
he fmote but thrice, and very coldly, becaufe he thought it 
but a filly thing ; that it looked idle and childith for a king 


“to beat the floor with his arrows; and thrice was often enough. 


for him to play the fool merely to pleafe the prophet. But” 
by contemning the fign, he loft the thing fignified, forely to 
the grief of the dying prophet, who was wroth with him, and 
told him, he fhould have {mitten five or fix times: not being. — 
ftraitened in the power and promife of God, why fhould he | 
be ftraitened in his own expectations and. endeavours? Note, 
It cannot but be a trouble to good men, to fee thofe they with 
well to ftand in their own light, and forfake their own mercies 3. 
to fee them lofe their own advantages againf€ their fpiritual e- 
nemies, and fo give them advantage. 


20 4 And Elifha died, and they buried him: 


and the bands of the Moabites invaded the land 


at the coming in of the year. 21 And it came- 
to pafs as they were burying a man, that behold’ 
they {pied a band of men, and they caft the man 
into the fepulchre of Elifha; and when the — 
man was let down, and touched the bones of ~ 
Elifha, he revived, and.ftood up on his feet.. 
22 J But Hazael king of Syria opprefled Ifrael 


all the days of Jehoahaz. 23 And the Lorp, 
was gracious unto them, and had compaffion 


on them, and had refpe@ unto them, becaufe 


of his covenant with Abraham, Haac, and. Ja- 
-cob, and would not deftroy them, neither cait 
he them from his prefence as yet. 2. H 
| zael king of Syria died, and Ben-hadad his fon-. 
| reigned in his ftead. | 
_ of Jehoahaz took again out of the hand of.Ben.. 
-hadad the fon of Hazael, the cities which he-had 


24 So Ha- 
25And Jehoafh the fon | 


‘ ~ takem : 


Chap. XIII. 


va 


‘taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz his father 
by war: three times did Joafh beat him, and 
recovered the cities of Ifrael. 


We mutt here attend, Si 

1. The fepulchre of Elifha. He died in a good old age, 
and they buried him; and what follows, fhews, 

1, What power there was in his life to keep off judgments: 
for as foon as he was dead, the bands of the Moabites invaded 
the land ; not great armies to face them in the field, but roving | 
fkulking bands, that murdered and plundered by furprife. God — 
has many ways to chaftife a provoking people. The king was 
apprehenfive of danger only from the Syrians, but behold the 
Moabites invade him. ‘Trouble comes fometimes from that 
point whence we leaft feared it. The mentioning of this im- 
mediately upon the death of Elifha, intimates, that the remo- 
val of God’s faithful prophets, ts a prefage of judgments co- 
ming. When ambaffadors are recalled, heralds may be ex- 

ected. 
3dly, What power there was in his dead body ; it tommu- 
“nicated life to another dead body, ver. 21. This great mira- 
cle, though yery briefly related, was a mighty proof of his miffion 
and a confirmation of all his prophecies. It was alfo a plain 
indication of another life after this: when Elitha died, there 
was not an end of him, for then he could not have done 
this. From operation we may infer exiftence. By this it ap- 
_ peared, that the Lord was ftill the God of Elifha, therefore E. 
litha {till lived ; for he és not the God of the dead, but of the liv- 
ing. And it may perhaps have a reference to Chrift, by whofe 
death and burial the grave is made to all believers a fafe and, 
happy paffage to life. It likewife intimated, that though Eli- 
fha was dead, yet, in virtue of.the promifes made by him, If- 
rael’s interefts, though they feemed quite funk and loft, fhould 
revive and flourifh again. ‘The neighbours were carrying the 
dead body of a man to the grave, and fearing to fall into the 
hands of the Moabites, a party of whom they faw at a diftance 
near the place where the body was to be interred, they laid 
the corpfe in the next convenient place, which proved to be 
Elifha’s fepulchre. ‘The dead man,-upon the touch of his 
bones, revived, and, it is likely, went home again with his 
friends. Jofephus relates the ftory otherwife: That fome ’ 
_ thieves having robbed’and murdered an honeft traveller, threw 
his dead body into Elitha’s grave, and it immediately revived. 
Elijah was honoured in his departure, Elifha was honoured af- 
ter his departure. God thus difpenfeth honours as he plea- 
feth ; but, one way or other, the reft of all the faints will be 
glorious, Ifa. xi. 10. It is good being near. the faints, and 
‘having ovr lot with them both in life and death. 
2. The {word of Joafh king of Ifrael ; and we find it fuc- 
_cefsful again{t the Syrians. 
1, The caufe of his fuccefs was God’s favour: ver. 23.” 
- The Lord was gracious to them, had compaffion on them in 
their miferies, and re/peé? unto them. The feveval exprefhions 
here of the fame import, call upon us to obferve and admire 
the triumphs of divine goodnefs in the deliverance of fuch a 
provoking people. It was of the Lord’s mercies that they 
» were not confumed, becaufe he would not deftroy them as yet. 
He forefaw they would deftroy themfelves at laft; but as yet 
he would reprieve them, and give them fpace to repent. The 
flownefs of God’s proceffes. againft finners muft be conftrued _ 
to the advancement of his mercy, not she impeachment of his 
jultice. ; ; 
s 2dly, The effeé& of his fuccefs was Ifrael’s benefit. He re- 
covered out of the hands of Ben-hadad the cities of Ifrael ° 
which the Syrians were poffefled of, ver. 25. ‘This was a / 
‘ . great kindnefs to the cities themfelyes, which were hereby 
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. took Selah by war, and called the name of_it 
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brought from under the yoke of oppreffion, andto the whole king. 
dom, which was much ftrengthened by the reduction of thofe 
cities. Thrice Joath beat the Syrians, juft'as oft ashe had 
the ground with the arrows, and then a full ftop 
was put to the courfe of his viétories. Many have repented, 
when it was too late, of their diftrufts, and the ftraitnels of 
their defires. : 


C HAP, XIV, 

This chapter continues the hiftory of the fuccefion in the 
kingdoms both oA Fudah and Ifrael. 1. In the kingdom of 
Judah s bere is the entire hiftory (as much as ts recorded 
in this book) of Amaziah’s reign ; his good chara&er, vet 
I —4 ; the juftice be executed on the murderers of his 
Sather, ver. 5,6; his victory over-the Edomites, ver. a 
his war with Foash, and his defeat in that war, ver. 8,— 
145 and his fall at laft-by a confpiracy againft him, ver. 
17,—20. ; and the beginning of the hiftory of Azariah, 


ver. 21, 22. I. Jn the kingdom of Ufrael, the conc/ufion of 


the reign of Foa/b, ver. 15, 16.3 and. the entire hiflory of 
Jercboam his fon, the fecond of that name, ver. 2 3329. 
How many great menare made to fiand in a tittle compafs 
72 God's book 2 ; 


[8 the fecond year of Joath fon of Jehoahaz 


king of Ifrael, reigned Amaziah the fon of - 


Joath king of Judah. 2 He was twenty and 
five years old when he began to reign, and 
Teigned twenty and nine years in Jerufalem: 
and his mother’s name was Jehoaddan of Jeru- 
falem. 3 And he did that which was right in 
the fight of the Lorn, yet not like David his fa- 
ther : he did according to all things as Joafh 
his father did. 4 Howbeit, the high places 


. Were not taken away: as yet the people did fa- 
crifice, and burnt incenfe on the high places. 


5 T And it came to pafs as foon as the kingdom 
was confirmed in his hand, that he flew his fer- 
vants which had flain the king his father. 6 
But the children of the murderers he flew not: 
according unto that which is written in the book 
of the law of Mofes, wherein the Lorp com- 
manded, faying, The fathers fhall not be put to. 
death for the children, nor the children be put 


to death for the fathers; but every man fhall. 


be put to death for his own fin. 7 He flew of 
Edom in the valley of falt, ten thoufand, and 


Joktheel, unto.this day. 


Amaziah is the king whom here we have an account of, the ° 


fon and fucceffor of Joafh. Let us take a’ view of him, 

1. In the temple : and there he did tolerably well, like Jo. 
afh, but not like David, ver. 3. He began well, but did not 
perfevere. He did that which was right in the fight of the 
Lord, kept up his attendance on God’s altars, and his atten- 
tion to God’s word, yet not like David. It is not enough to 
do that which.our pious predeceffors did, merely to keep up 
the ufage ; but we mut do it as they did it, from the fame 
principle of faith and devotion, and with the fame fincerity and 
refolution. It is here taken notice of as before, that the high 
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places were not taken away, ver. de It is hard to get\clear 
of thofe corruptions“which, by long ufage,. have gained both 
prefcription, and a favourable opinion. 

2. On-the bench : 
the traitors that murdered his father; not as foon as ever he 
came to the crown, le{t it fhould have occafioned fome diltur- 
bance, but he prudently deferred it till the kingdom was con- 
jirmed in his hand, ver. 5. 'To weaken a faétious: party gra- 
dually, when it is not fate to provoke, often proves the way to 
ruin it effectually. Juftice. ftrikes furely by ftriking flowly 
and is often executed moft\prudently; when it is not executed 
prefently. Wifdom here is profitable to direét. - Amaziah 
did thas, (1.) According to the rule of the law, that. ancient 
rule, that Ae that Jeeds man’s blood, by man fhall his blood 
be foed. Never let traitors or murderers expeét to come to 
their graves like other men: Let them flee to the pit, and let no 
man flay them. {(2.) Under the limitation of the law: The 
children of murderers he flew not, becaufe the law of Mofes had 
exprefsly provided, that the children fhall not be put to death for 
the fathers, yer. 6. It is probable, this is taken notice of, be- 
caufe there were thofe about him that advifed him to that rigor, 
both in revenge, becaufe the crime was extraordinary, the 
murder of a king ; and in policy, that the children might not 
plot again{ft him in revenge of their father’s death. But againft 
thefe infinuations he.oppofed the exprefs law of God, Deut. 
xxiv. 16.; which he was to judge by, and which he refolved 
to adhere to, and truft God with the iffue. God vifits the in- 
iquity of the fathers upon the children, becaufe every man is 
guilty before him, and owes him a death ; fo that if he require 
the life for the father’s fin, he doth no wrong, the finner hav- 
ing forfeited it already by his-own. But he doth not allow 


earthly princes to do thus ; the children before them are inno-_ 


cent,.and therefore muft not fuffer as guilty. 

3. In the field: and there we find him triumphing over the 
Edomites, ver. 7. Edom had revolted from under the hand of 
Judah in Joram’s time, chap. viii. 22.; now he makes war up- 
on them to bring them back to their allegiance, kills ten thou- 

‘dand, and takes the chief city of Arabia the Stony, called Se- 
tah, a rock, and gave it a new name. We ‘hall find a larger 
account of this expedition, 2 Chron. xxv. ERO Lae ‘ 


8 F Then Amaziah fent meffengers to Jeho- 
afh the fon of Jehoahaz, fon of Jehu king of If 
rael, faying, Come, let us look one another in 


the face. g And Jehoafh the king of Hrael fent . 


to Amaziah king of Judah, faying, The thiftle 
that was in Lebanon, fent to the cedar that was 
in Lebanon, faying; Give thy daughter to my 
fon to wife: and there pafled by a wild beaft 
that was in Lebanon, and trode down the thif- 
tle. 10 Thou haft indeed fmitten Edom, and 
thine heart hath lifted thee up: glory «f this, 
and tarry at home: for why fhouldft thou med 
dle to ¢by hurt, that: thou fhouldit fall, even 
thou and: Judah with thee ?o011 But Amaziah 
would not hear : therefore Jehoath king of Ifrael 
‘went up, and he and Amaziah king of Judah 
looked one another in the face at Beth-fhemehh, 


which  belongeth to -Judahyy 12 And Judah - 
was put to the! worfe »before Ifrael,/and they 


led every man to their tents,, 13 And Jehoalh 
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and there we have him doing juftice on - 


. with them, 


Chap. XI¥. 


“king of Ifrael took Amaziah king of Judah, — 
the fon of Jehoafh the fon of Ahaziah, at Beth- - 


fhemefh, and came to Jerufalem, and brake 
down the wall of Jerufalem, from the gate of 


Ephraim, unto the corner-gate, four hurdted » 


cubits. 14 And he took all the gold and fil- 
ver, and all the vellels that were found in the 


houfe of the Lorn, and in the treafures of the 
king’s houfe, and hoftages, and returned to Sa-" 


maria, 


For feveral fucceffions after the divifion of the kingdoms, 
that of Judah fuffered much by the“ enmity of Ifrael. After 
Aff’s time, for feveral fucceflions; it fuffered more by the 
friendfhip of Ifrael, and by the alliance and affinity they made 
But now we meet with hoftility between them a- 
gain, which had not been of fome ages before. Shee 

1. Amaziah, upon no provocation, and without fhewing 
any caufe of quarrel, challengeth Joafh into the field, ver. 8. 


Come, let us look one another in the face; let us try our ftrength— 


in battle Had he challenged him to a perfonal duel only, 
the error had remained with himfelf; but each muft bring all 


their forces into the field, and thoufands of lives on both fides — 
Hereby he fhew- - 


mutt be facrificed to his capricious humour. 
ed himfelf proud, prefumptuous, and prodigal of blood. Some 
think he intended to avengé the injury, which the difmiffed, 
difgufted Ifraelites had.lately done to his country in their re- 


turn, 2 Chron. xxv. 13.3 and that he had alfo the vanity to 
’ think of fubduing the kingdom of Ifrael, and reuniting it to 


Judah. 4 fool’s lips thus enter into contention, and his mouth 
calleth for firokes. "They that’challenge, are chargeable with 


that beginning of {trife, which is as the letting forth of wa-— 


ter. He that is fond either to fight, or to go to law, may. 
perhaps have enough of it quickly, and be the firft that ‘Te« 
pents it. ~ 4: 


2. Joath fends him a grave rebuke for his challenge, with 
advice to withdraw it, ver. 9, Io. 
pride, by comparing himfelf to a cedar, a ftately tree, and Al 


| .maziah to a thiftle, a forry weed ; telling him, he was fo far 


from fearing him, that he defpifed him ; and fcorned as much 


~ to have any thing to do with him, or make any. alliance with 


him, as the cedar would to match his daughter to a thiflle. 
The ancient houfe of David he thinks not worthy to be’ named 
the fame day with the houfe of Jehu, though an upftart. How 


can a humble man fmile to hear two proud and fcornful men 


(1.) He mortifies his 


fet their wits on work, to vilify and undervalue one-another! 


(2.) He foretells his fall: 4 wild Leaf trode down the thiftle, 


and fo put an end to his treaty with the cedar: fo eafily doth 
Joafh think his forces can crufh Amaziah, and fo unable doth, 


he think him to make any refiftance. (3.) He fhews him the 


folly of his challenge » Thow haft indeed Jinitten Edom, a weak, a 


unarmed, undifciplined body of men; and therefore thinkeft 


thou canft carry-all before thee, and fabdue the regular forces, 
of Ifrael with as much eafe: Thine heart has lifted thee up. 
_See where the root of all fin lies; it is in the heart, thence it _ 


flows, and that mutt bear the blame. 


ven to Edom, as if that had made thee formidable to all man- 


kind. Thofe wretchedly deceive themfelves, that magnify — 
their own performances ; and becaufe they have been: blefled 


It is not providence, 
the event, the occafion, whatever it is, that makes men proud, 
or fecure, or difcontented, or the like ; but it is their own ad 
heart that doth it: Thou art proud of the blow thou haft gi- 
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with fome little fuccefs and reputation, conclude themfelves fit 


for any thing, and no lefs fure of it. 
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to be content with the honour he had won, and not to ha- 
zard that, by grafping at more that was out of his reach; 
Why foouldft thou meddle to thy heart ? as fools often do that 
will be meddling, Prov. xx. 3. -Many had had wealth and 
_ honour enough, if they had but known when they had e- 
nough. He warns him of the confequence, that it would be fatal 
not to himfelf only, but to hig kingdom, which he ought to 
protect. Ss 
3. Amaziah perfifted in his refolution, and the iffue was 
bad: He had better have tarried at home; for Joath gave 
him fuch a look in the face as put him to confufion. Chal- 
“Yengers commonly prove to be on the lofing fide. (1.) His 
army was routed and difperfed, ver. 12. Jo.ephus faith, when 
they were to engage, they were ftruck with fuch a terror that 
_ they did not ftrike a ftroke, but every one made the bett of his © 
way. (2.) He himfelf was taken prifoner by the king of Ifrael, 
aad then had enough of looking him in the face, Amaziah’s 
pedigree comes in here fomewhat abruptly, the fon of Foa/b, 
the fon of Ahaziah, becaufe, perhaps, he had gloried in the dig- 
nity of his anceftors, or now {marted for their iniquity. (3.) 
‘The.conqueror entered Jerufalem, which tamely opened to 
him; and yet he broke down their wall, (and, as Jofephus 
faith, drove his chariot in triamph through the breach), in re- 
proach to them, and that he might, when he pleafed, take pol- 
feflion of the royal city. (4.) He plundered Jerufalem, took 
away all that was valuable, and returned to Samaria laden with 
fpoils, ver. 14. It was faid of Joath, that he did that which 
was evil in the fight of the Lord, and of Amaziah that he did 
that whith was right; and yet Joath triumphs thus over A- 
maziah; and why fo? Becaufe God would fhew, in Amazi- 
ah’s fate, that he refifts the proud; or becaufe, whatever they 
were otherwife, Joafh had lately been refpectful to one of God’s 
prophets, chap. xii. 14. But Amaziah had been abtfive to 
another, 2 Chron. xxv. 16.: and God will honour thofe that 
honour him in his prophets; but thofe who defpife them, and 
him in them, fhall be lightly efteemed. 


15 § Now the reft of the acts of Jehoath 
which he did, and his might, and how he 
fought with Amaziah king of Judah, are they 
lot written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Ifrael? 16 And Jehoafh flept with 
his fathers, and was buried in Samaria with the 

» kings of Ifrael, and Jeroboam his fon reigned © 
in his ftead. 17 9 And Amaziah the fon of” 
Joath king of Judah, lived after the death of 
Jehoafh fon of Jehoahaz king of Hfrael, fifteen 

ars. 38 And the reft of the aéts of Amazi- 
aya they. not written in the book of the 

‘onicles of the kings of Judah? 19 Now 
they made a confpiracy againft him in Jerufa- 
lem : and he fled to Lachith, but they fent af- 
ter him to Lachifh, and flew him there. 29 
And they brought him on horfes; and he was 

buried at Jerufalem with his fathers in the 

city of David. 21 And all the people of 
Judah took Azariah (which was fixteen years 

d) and made him king initead of his father 

n: 22 4 He built Elath, and reftored 

0 Judab, after that the king flept with his 
ers, » BS j 


Amaziah. 


he 


? 
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Here is three kings brought to their graves in 
verfes. 

1, Joath king of Ifrael, ver. 15, 16. We attended his fu- 
neral once before, chap. xiii. 12, 13. But beeaufe thehilto- 
rian had occafion to give a farther account of his life and ac- 
tions, he again mentions his death and burial. 

2. Amaziah king of Judah. Frifteen yeats he farvived his 
conqueror.the king of Ifrael, ver. 17, A man may live a 
great while after he has been fhamed, may be found+y morti- 
ficd, (as Amaziah, no doubt, was), and yet not dead. His 
atts are faid to be found written in his annals, ver. r8. but ° 
not his might: for his cruelty, when he was a conqueror over 
the Edomites, and his infolence, when he challenged the king 
of Ifrael, fhewed him void of true courage.—He was flain by 
his own fubjeéts, who hated him for his male-adminiftration, 
ver. 19. made Jerufalem too hot for him, the iznominious 
breach made in their walls, being. occafioned by his folly and 
prefumption. He fled to Lachith. How long he continued 
concéaled or fheltered there, we are not told; but at laft he, 
was there murdered, ver. 1g. No further did the rage of the 
rebels extend; f6r they brought him in a charlot to Jerufa- 
lem, and buried him there among his anceftors.* 

+ 3- Azariah fuceeded Amaziah, but not till twelve years af- 
ter his father’s death; for Amaziah died,ia the futeenth year 
of Jeroboam, as appears by comparing, ver. 23. with ver. 1. 
but Azariah did not begin his reign till the twenty-feventh of 
Jeroboam, chap. xxv. 1. for he was but four years old at the 
death of his father; fo that for twelve years, till he tame to 
be fixteen, the government was in the hands of protediors. He 
reigned very long, chap. xxv. 2. and yet the account of his: 
reign is here indaftrioufly huddled up, and broken off abruptly, 
ver. 22. He'built Elath; which had belonged to the Edo- 
mites; but, it is probable, was recovered by his father, ver. 7. 
After that the king flept with his fathers, as if that had been” 
all he did that was worth mentioning ; or rather, it is meant 
of king Amaziah, he did it foon after he died. 


thefe few 


fon of Joafh king of Judah,’ Jeroboam the fon 
of Joath king of Hrael began to reign in Sama- 
ria, and reigned forty and one years, 24 And 
he did that which was evil in the fight of the 
-Lorp: he departed not from all the fins of Je- 
roboam the fon of Nebat, who made Ifrael to- 
fin. 25 He reftored the coaft of Ifrael from. 
the entering of Hamath unto the fea of the 
‘plain, according to the word of the Lorn God 
of Ifrael, which he fpake -by the hand of his 
fervant Jonah, the fon of Amittai,. the prophet, 
which was of. Gath-hepher. 
faw the affliGtiion of Ifrael, that it was. very bit- 

ter: for there was not any fhut up, nor any | 
left, nor any helper for Ifrael. 27 And the 
Loxp iaid not that he would blot out the name. 


of Ifrael from under heaven: but he faved 


them by the hand of Jeroboam the fon of Jo- 
afh. 28 Now the reft of the aéts of Jero=. 
boam, and all that he did, and his might, how 
he warred, and how he: recovered Damafcus, 
and Hamath, which belonged to Judah, for Ifra- 


chronicles. . 


el, are they not written in the-book of the 


' 


23 %In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the . 


¢ 


26 For the Lorp. 
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chronicles of the kings of Ifrael? 29 And: Je- 
roboam ‘{flept with his fathers, even with the 
kings of Ifrael; and Zachariah his fon reigned 
in. his ftead. 


Here is an account of the reign of Jeroboam the Second. 
T doubt it is an indication of the affeétion and adherence of 
the houfe. of Jehu to the fins of Feroboam the fon of Nebat, 
who made Lfrael to fin, that they called an heir-apparant.to the 
_ crown by his name, thinking that an honourable name, which 
in the book of God is infamous, and ftigmatized as. much as 
any other. 

1. His reign was long, the longeft of all the reigns of the 
Kings of Hrael ; he reigned forty-one years: yet his cotempo- 
vary Azariah, the king of Judah, reigned longer, even fifty- 
two years. This Jeroboam reigned juft as long as Afa had 
clone, 1 Kings xv. 10. yet one did that which was good, and 
the other that which was evil. ‘We cannot meafure men’s 
charaéters by the length of their lives, or of their outward 
profperity: There is one event to the righteous and to the wick 
ed. 3 


2. His charaéter was the fame with that of the reft of thofe 


kings: He did that which was evil, ver. 24. for he departed 
ot from the fins of Feroboam. We, kept up the worfhip of 
the calves, and never left that, thinking there was no harm in 
it, becaufe it had been the way of all his anceftors and prede- 
ceflors. But a fin is never the lef evil in God’s fight, what- 
ever it is in ours, for its being an ancient ufage ; and a frivol- 


_ ous plea it will be again{ft doing good, that we have been ac- - 


cuftomed to do evil. 
3+ Yet he profpered more than moft of them: for though, 


in that one thing, he did evil in the fight of the Lord; yet, nS 


is likely, in other refpects, there was fome good found in him; 
and therefore God owned him, : 
if, By prophecy. He raifed up Jonah the fon of Amittai, 
a Galilean, (fo much-were they miftaken, that faid, Out of 
Galilee arifeth no prophet, John vii. 52.), and by him intima- 
~ ted the purpofes of his favour to Ifrael, notwithftanding their 
provocations; encouraged him and his kingdom to take up 
arms for the recovery of their ancient pofleflions, and- (which 
would contribute no little to their fuccefs) affured them of vic- 
tory.» It is a fign God has not caft off his people, if he con- 
tinue faithful minifters among them. ~When Elifha was gone, 
that {trengthened the hands of Joafh, Jonah was fent to en- 
courage his fon. Happy is the land that hath a fucceflion of 
prophets running parallel with a fucceffion of princes, that the 
word of the Lord may endure for ever. Of this Jonah we. 
read much in that little book of fcripture that bears his 
name, It is probable it was when he was a young man, and 
fit for fuch an expedition, that God fent him to Nineveh ; and 
.that it was when-he had yet been but a little converfant with 
the vifions of God, that he flew off, and fretted as he did. 
And if fo, this is an undoubted evidence of the forgivenefs of 
his faults and follies, that he was afterwards employed as a 
meffenger of mercy.to Ifrael. A commiffion ‘amounts’ to a 
pardon; and he that had himfelf found mercy, notwithf{tand- 
-ing his provocations, could the better encourage: them with 
the hope of mercy notwithftanding theirs. Some that have 
been foolifh and paflionate, and have gone about their work ve- 
. ty aukwardly at firft, yet afterwards have proved wfeful and e- 
minent. Men muft not be thrown away for every fault,’ 


2dly, By providence. The event was according to the word — 


of the Lord: his arms were fuccefsful, he reftored the coaft o 


ffrael, recovered thofe frontier towns and countries that lay | 


from Hamath in the north to the fea of the plain, i. ¢ the 


fea of Sodom in the fouth ; all which the Syrians had pofleffed 


ccompaflion, Pfal. Ixxxvi. 15. 


Chap. XIV. 


themfelves of, ver. 25. Two reafons are here given why 


God bleffed them with thofe victories. (1.) Becaufe their 
diftrefs was very great, which made them the objeéts of his 
compaflion, ver. 26. Though he faw not any figns of their 
fepentance and reformation; yet he /aw their afflidion, that it 
was very bitter. They.that lived in thofe countries which 
the enemies were matters of, were miferably opprefled and en- 
flaved, and could call nothing their own: the reft, we may fup- 
pofe, much impoverifhed~by the frequent incurfions the enemy 
made upon them to plunder them; and continually frightened 
with their alarms; fo that there was none fhut up or left, both 
towns and countries were laid wafte, and {tripped of their’ 
wealth, and .no helper appeared... To this, extremity were 
they reduced in many parts of the country in the beginning of 


- Jeroboam’s reign, when God, in mere pity to them, heard the 
g pity 


cry of their affliction, (for no mention is made here of the cry 
of their prayers), and wrought this deliverance for them by the 
hand of Jeroboam. Let thofe whofe cafe is piteous, take 
comfort from the divine pity. We read of God’s bowels of 
mercy, Ifa. Ixiii. 5. Jer. xxxi. 20. and that he is full of 
(2.) Becaufe the decree was 
not yet gone forth for their utter deftruétion: he had not as 
yet faid he would blot out the name of Ifrael, ver. 27. and be- 


_caufe-he had not faid it, he would not do it... If it be under- 


{tood of the difperfion of the ten tribes, he did fay it, and do 
it, not long after; reprieves are not pardons: if of the utter 
extirpation of the name of Efrael, he never faid it, nor will e- 


ver do it; for that name ftill remains under heaven in the go& 


pel Lrael, and will to the end of time. And becanfe they at 
prefent bare that name, which was to have this lafting honour, 
he fhewed them this favour, as well_as for the ancient honour 
of that name, chap. xiii. 23. : ek 
- Laftly, Here is the conclufion of Jeroboam’s reign. We 
read, ver. 28. of his might, and how he warred; but, ver. 29- 
he flept with his fathers ; for the mightieft mutt yield to death, 
and there is no difcharge in that war. m: : 
Many prophets there had been in Tfrael, a conftant fucéef- 
fion of them in every age; but none of the prophets had left 


any of their prophecies in writing till thofe of this age began 


‘to do it; and their prophecies are part of the canon of f{erip- 


ture. It was in the reign of this Jeroboam, that Hofea (who 
continued very long a prophet) began to prophecy; and he was 
the firft that wrote his prophecies; therefore the word-of the. 
Lord by shim is called he beginning of the word of the Lord) 
Hof. i. 2. ‘Then shat part of the word of the Lord began to. 


‘be-written, At the fame time Amos prophefied, and wrote his 


prophecy: foon -after Micah, and then Tfaiah, in the. days of 
Ahaz and Hezekiah. Thus God never left himfelf without 
a witnefs ; but, ih the darkeft and moft degenerate ages of the 
church, raifed up fome to be burning and fhining lights in it, 
to their own age, by their preaching and living; and a few, by - 
their writings, to refleét light upon us, on whom thé" ends of 
the world are come. Bsa See eee 
: eS ACO a BSN ee ee 
In this obapier; 1. The fory of two af ike kings of Fudab is 
briefly recorded. (1.) Of Axariah, alias Uxsiah, ver. 1, 
‘eat, ub Of Jorbor Bit fn, vers gz, ae i” 
hiftory of many of the kirgs of I/rael that reigned at the 
Jame tine, ts given us in jhort, five in faceefian, who all 
ofibem but one went down flain to the pit, and their mar-. 
_ derers were their fucceffors. (1.) Zachariah, the lat of — 
the houfe of Yebu, reigned fis monibsy and then was flain, 
and Jucceeded by Sballum, ver. 8,12, (2.) Shallum 
reigned one month, and then was flain, and fucceeded by 
Menahem, ver. 13,—15. (3.) Menabem reigned ten 
; : Sears, - 
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» years, of tyrannized rather, fuch bis barbarous. cruelty, 

ver. 16. and unreafonable: exaétions, ver. 20. and then 

died in his bed, and Jeft his fon to Succeed him firft, and 

then fuffer for him, ver. 16,—22: (4.) Pekabiab reign. 

* ed twa fears, and.then was frain, and fucceeded by Pekah, 

ver. 23,—26. (5.) Pekab reigned twenly years, and 

then was flain, and fucceeded by Hofbea, the laf? of all the 

kings of Ufrael, ver, 27,—-31. for towards the final de- 

StruGion of that kingdom, things were now working and 

haftening apace. : 

f Es the twenty and feyenth year of Jeroboam 

king of Ifrael, began Azariah fon-of Ama- 

ziah king of Judah to reign. 2 Sixteen years 

old'was he when he began to reign, and he 

reigned two and fifty years in Jerufalem, and 

his mother’s name was Jecholiah of Jerufalem. 

3 And he did that which was right in the fight 

of the Lorp, according toallthat his father Ama- 

ziah had done; 4+Save that the high places were 

not.removed: the people facrificed, and burnt in- 

cenfe ftill on the high places. 5 And the Lorp 

fmote the king, fo that he was a leper unto the 

day of his death, and dwelt in a feveral houfe: 

and Jotham the king’s fon was over the houfe, 

judging the people of the land. 6 And the reft 

of the acts of Azariah, and all that he did, are 

they not written in the book of the chronicles of 

the kings of Judah? 7 4 So Azariah flept with 

his fathers, and they buried him with his fathers 


in the city of David; and Jotham his fon reign-— 


ed. in his ftead. 


This is ai fhort account of the reign of Azariah. 


_1« Moft of it is general, and the fame. that has been given. 


of. others. He began young, and reigned longs ver. 2. did that 
which was right for the moft part, ver. 3+ It was happy for 
the kingdom, that a good reign was a long one; only he had 


not zeal and courage enough to take away the high places; 


ver. 4. 
- 2. That which is peculiar, ver. 5. that Goll fmote him with 
_ a leprofy, is more largely related, with the occafion of it, 2 
Chron. xxvi. 16, &%e. where we have alfo.a faller account of 


the glories of the former part of his reign, as well as of the dif= _ 


graces of the latter part. He did'that which was right, as As 
- maziah had done ; like him, he begun well; but failed before 
he finifhed. Here we are told; .(1.) ‘Phat he was a leper. 
The greateft of men.are not only fubjeé to the common cala- 
mities, becaufé to the common infirmities‘of the human nature ; 
but, if they be guilty of any heinous fin, lie as open as the 


meaneft to the moft grievous {trokes of divine vengeance. (2.) _ 


God {mote him with this leprofy, to chaftife him for his pre- 
famptuous invafion of the-prieft’s office. If great men be proud 
men, fome way or other God will humble them, and make 
_ them know he is both above them, and again{t them; for he 
 refifteth the proud. (3.) That he was a leper to the day of his 
_ death. "Fhough-we have reafon to think he repented, and the 
_ fin was pardoned ; yet, for warning to others, he was continued 
under this mark of God's difpleafure as‘long as he lived ; and 
perbaps it was for thie good of his foul that he was fo. (4.) 
That he dwe't in a feveral heufe, as being made ceremonially 
unclean by the law5.to the dif 
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- to take his pleafure. 


uicipline of which, though a king, 
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he muft. fubmit. He that prefim tucufly intruded into God’s . 
temple, and pretended to be a prielt, is july fhut out from his 
own palace, and fhut vp asa prifoner or reclife ever after, We 
fuppofe his feveral houfe made as convenient and agreeable as 
might be. Some tranflate it a Sree houfe, where he had liberty 
But, however, it was a great mortifica-, 
tion to one that had been fo much a man of honour and a man 
of bufinefs as he had been. T'o be cut off from fociety, and : 
dwell. always in a feveral houfe, would almoft make life it- 
felf a burden, even to kings, though they have never any to 
converfe with but their inferiors : the moft contemplative men 
would foon be weary of it. (5.) That his fon was his vice. 
roy in the affairs both of his court, Fe was. over the heufe,y and 
of his kingdom, he was judging the people of the land. And it 
was both a comfort to him, and a blefling to his kingdom, that 
he had fuch a fon to fill up his room. 


38: § In the thirty and eighth year of Azariah: 
king of Judah, did Zachariah the fon of Jero- 
boam reign: over Ifrael in Samaria fix’ months. 3 
9 And he did that which was evil in the fight 
of the Lorp, as his fathershad done: he depart- 
ed not from the fins of Jeroboam the fon of Ne. 
bat, who made Ifrael to fin. _10 And Shallum 
the fon of Jabefh: confpired againft him, and. 
{mote him before the people, and flew him, ancl: 
reigned in his ftead. tr And the re@ of the 
acts of Zachariah, behold, they are written in 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Iirael. 
12 This was the word: of the Lorp which he 
{fpake unto Jehu, faying, Thy fons fhall fit on 
the throne of Ifrael, unto-the fourth Seneration. 
And fo it came to pafs.. 13 4 Shallum the fon , 
of Jabefh began to reign in the nine and thir- 
tieth year of Uzziah king of Judah, and he reign. - 
ed a full month in Samaria. 14 For Menahem 
the fon of Gadi, went up from Tirzah, and came 
to Samaria, and {mote Shallum the fon of abefh 
in.Samaria, and flew him, and reigned in his . 
ftead. 15 And the reft of the ads of Shallum, .. 
and his confpiracy-which he made, behold, they 
are written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Ifrael. 164Then Menahem fmote 
Tiphfah, and all that were therein, and the 
coafts thereof from Tirzah: becaufe they open. - 
ed not to bim, therefore he {mote zt, and all the 
women therein that were with child, he ript up. 
17.In the nine and thirtieth year of Azariah 
king of Judai, began: Menahem the fon of Ga- 
di to reign over Ifrael, and reigned.ten years in 
Samaria. 18 Andvhe didthat which was evil 
in the fight of the Lori: he departed not all 
his.days: from the fins of Jeroboam the fon of 
Nebat, who. made Ifrael to fin. ‘19 dnd Pal , . 
the king of Affyria:came againft the land: and 
Menahem gave ‘Pul a thoufand talents of filver, . 
that his hand might be with him, to confirm the 

kingdom: 
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kingdom in his hand.. 20 And Menahem ex- 


acted the money of Ifrael, even of all’ the migh-) 
ty men of wealth, of each man fifty fhekels of) 
filver, to give to the king cf Affyria: fo the, king’ 
of Affyria.turned back, and,ftaid not. therein | 
And:the reft of the:a€ts of Me- * 


the land. 27 
nahem, and-all that*he°did, ave'they not writ- 
ten in the book‘ of the chronicles of the, kings of 
lirael? 
thers, and Pekaiah his-fon reigned in his: ftead. 
23 q In thefiftieth year of Azariah king of Ju- 
dah, Pekaiah the fon of Menahem bégan to reign 
over Hrael in Samaria, and reigned two years. 
24 And he did that which was evil inthe fight 


of the Lorn, he departed not from the“fins of | 
Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, who made Hrael'to - 
fin, 25 But Pekah the fon of Remaliah, a cap- | 


tain of his, confpired again{ft, him, and {mote him 
in Samaria, in the) palace of the king’s houfe,: 
with Argob, and Arieh, and with him fifty men 
of the Gileadités: ‘afd he killed him, and reign- 
ed in his room. 26 And the reft of the acts of 
Pekaiah,,and,all that he did, behold, they are 
~ written in the book of the chronicles of the kings 
of Ifrael. 
Azariah king of Judah, Pekah the fon of Rema- 


liah began to reign,over Ifrael in Samaria, and © 
28 And he did that | 
which was evil in the fight of the Lorn, he de- | 
parted not from the fins of Jeroboam the fon of | 
29 In the days | 
of Pekah king of Hrael, came. Tiglath-pilefer — 
king of Affyria, and took ‘Ijon, and Abel-beth- | 
amaachah, and Janoah; and’ Kedeth, and Hazor, © 
and Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of Naph- | 
‘tali, and. carried them captive to Affyria. 30 - 


reigned twenty «years. 


Nebat, who made Ifrael to‘ fin. 


And Hofhea the fon of Elahimade a confpiracy 
againit Pekah the fon of Remaliah, and? finote 
him, and flew him, ‘(and reigiied in his’ ftead,) 
in the twentieth year of Jfotham the fon of Uz- 
ziah, 31 And the reft of the acts of Pekah, and 
all that he did, behold, they “ave' written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Ifrael. 
The belt days of the kingdom of Tfrael were while the g0- 
_vernment was in Jehu’s family. In his reign, and the next 
three, though there were many abominable corruptions and mi- 
{erable grievances in Ifrael, yet the crown went in fucceflion) 


the kings died in their beds, and fome care-was taken of public | 


affairs ; but, now thofe days are at an end, the hiltory which 
we have-in thefe verfes, of about thirty-three years, reprefents 
thé affairs of that kingdom in the utmoft confafion imaginable. 
Woe to them that are with child, (ver. 16.) and to them which 
give fuck in thofe days; for then muft needs be great tribula- 
tions, when, for the tranfgreffions of the land, many were the 
princes thereof, Prov. %xVili.. 2.) ebydgrstesi ids ae 
sie Let us obferve fomething in general concérning thefe un- 


% ¥ 


22.And.,.Menahem flept with..his fa- 


249 In the two and fiftieth year of | 
7 tl : y ‘) none of them fhould think it as much their iatereft to’ 


. the calves as others hadcdoae tofuppétt thems) 


I. cK oeee eh oe 


- felves beforeGoil, 


"2. Let us take a thort view of the particular reigns, 
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happy revolutions, and the calamities which muft needs ateend 
them, thefe bad times; as‘they may*truly be called. . 


2) 1ff,God had tried the people of Mrael both with judgments 


and mercies, explained, and the calls of them enforced by his 


Chap. XV. 


feryants:the prophets, and yet they continued impenitent and . 


unreformed; ‘and therefore God juftly brought thefe miferies 
upon ther, as\Mofes had warned them. If ye will yet walk 
contrary to me, 1 will punifh you yet feven times more, Lev. 
XXXVI. 21, &i QT 553 BRAY ST feet <2 
. 2dly, God made good his premifeto Jehu, that his fons to 
the fourth ‘genération after him fhould fit upon the throne of 
Iftael ; whichrwas)a greater favour than was‘fhewed to any of 
the royal families, either before or after his-—God had faid it 
thould be fo, chap. x: 30." And we are'told-in this ‘chapter, 
ver. 12. that fo it came to pafs. ' See how pundual God is to 
his promifes.“o'Thefe calamities God long defigned for Ifrael, 
and they deferved them, yet they were not, inflicted till that 


word hadstaken effeat to the full.'Thus God rewarded Jehu 


for his zeal in-deftroying the worfhip of Baal, and the houfé of 


“Ahab rand yet when'the meafure of the fins of the houfe of 


Jehu was full; Godvavenged upon it the blood then fhed; ‘call- 
ed the blood of Fexreel, Hofvixges” 0% Bs AE PS 

_ 3dly, All thefe kings did that which was ezé/ in the fight of 
the Lord, for they walked in the fins of Feroboam the fon of 


WNebat: though at variance with one another, yet in/this they — 


agreed, to keep*up idolatry and the peoplé loved to have: it 
fo; though they ‘were emptied ‘from veffél to veffel, that~ tafe. 
remained in'them, and that’feentwas not changed. Tt was fad 
indeed, when their government was fo ‘often altereds and ’ yet 
never for the better; ‘that, among all thofe contending interefis, 
deftroy 
y ee 


- athly, Each of thefe (except one) confpired apainft his'pre- 
deceffor, and flew him, Shallam, Menahem, Pekah, and Ho- 
fhea, all traitors and murderersy-and yet all king s a while} one 
of them ten, another twenty, ‘another nine years. For God 
may fuffer wickednefs to profper, and to carry away the wealth 


and honours 4 while; but, fooner° or Jatet; blood: fhall have — 


blood, and heithat dealt treacheroufly fhall' be-dealt treacher-— 
oufly withy'>'One wicked? man is'oft made 4 {courge to’ ano- 
ther, and*every wicked man at length a ruin to himfelf. Gi is 
. gtblyye"The ‘ambition of the preat men made the ‘ation ini- 
ferable.'\ Here is Tiphfah, a city of ‘Iffael, barbaroufly de- 
ftroyed, with all the coaft theteof, by one of thefe-pretenders, 
ver.'16. >And, ‘rio doubt, it was'through blood ‘that each of 


them waded to'the throne, nor could’ any of thefe kings perith — 


alone.» No land can’ have greater pelts, nor Efrael worfe trou- 


, 


bles,'than fuich men as care’ not” how mich the wel: are and 


repofe of theircountry ‘is facrificed to theit revenge and affec- 
tation of dominion? (3 give 2k) Gobi O81 Bost st Dae Aeon 
home, the kings‘of A ffyria, firft one, ver. 19. and then’ 


6rhly, While the nation was thus: fhattered by vitons at 
ther, ver. 29. cante againft it, and did what they pleafed. 


DO- 


No.” 


thing doth more towards the making of a nation an eafy prey — 


4 


1 fovereignty happy the land where that is fettled. 
qty, ‘This ‘was the ‘condition of Ifrael juft before they were — 


+ 


quite ruined, and carried away captives; for that Was done in 
- thé ninth year of Hofhea; the lat of thefe ufarpers, Tf they - 


| toa common enemy than inteftine broils, and contelts for the — 


had in thefe days of confufion and perplexity humbled’ them- 


se aor Goil, and fought his face,’ that final deftrudion 
might have: béen ‘prevented ; but when God judgéth he will ‘o- 


vercome. ! “Thefe factions, the fruit of an evil {pirit fent among — 
them, ‘haftened that captivity ; for a. kingdom thus divided-a-° 
| gainft itfelf will foon come to.defolation. ===’ 


wie 
we L 


: ace iG 


) Chap. XI Asia 


> = = o 55 Anes 
— 1, Zechariah, the fon of Jerobcam, began to reign in the 


thirty-eighth year of Azariah, or Uzziah, king of Judah, ver. 
8. Some of the moft critical chronologers reckon, that be- 
tween Jeroboam and his fon Zachariah, the throne was vacant 
twenty-two years, others eleven years, through the difturbances 


and diffenfions that were in the Kingdom; and then it was” 
not {trange that’ Zechariah was depofed before he was well 
= warm in the throne. 


He reigned but fix months; and then 
Shallum flew him before the people, perhaps as Catfar was flain 
in the fenate ; or he put him to death publicly asa criminal, 
with the approbation of the people, to whom he had fome way 
or other made himfelf odivus ; fo ended the line of Jehu. 
2dly, But had Skalhim peace who flew his mafter ? No, he 
had’ not, ver. 13. one month of days meafured his reign, and 
then he was cut off. Perhaps to this, the prophet, who then 
lived, refers, Hof. v. 9. Noa foall-a month devour them with 
their portions. That dominion feldom lafts long which is 
founded in blood and falfehood.— Menahem, either provo- 
-ked by his crime, or animated by his example, foon ferved him 
as he had ferved his matter, Slew him, and reigned in his flead, 
ver. 14. Probably he was general of the army, which: then 
lay encamped at Tirzah, and hearing of Shallum’s treafon and 
ufurpation, haftened to avenge it, as Omri did Zimri in a like 


cafe, 1 Kings xvi. 7. 


ad/y, Menahem held the kingdom ten years, ver. 14. But 


“whereas we have Heard that the kings of the houfe. of T/rael 


were merciful kings, (41 Kings xx. 31.), this Menahem (the 
fcundal of his country) was fo prodigioufly cruel to thofe of 
his owa nation that boggled a little-at fubmitting to him, that 


be not only ruined a city, and the coafts thereof, but, forget-__ 


‘ting that he himfelf was born of a woman, ript up all the wo- 
men with child,-ver. 16. We may well wonder that ever it. 
fhould enter into the heart of any man to be fo barbarous, and 
to be fo: perfectly loft to-humanity itfelf.—By thefe cruel me- 


thods he hoped to ftrengthen himfelf, and to frighten all others 


into his: interefts; but it feems he did not gain his point; for 
when the king of A flyria came againft him, (1. So little con- 


_. fidence had he in his people, that he dur{t not meet him as an 
5 enemy, but was obliged ata vait expence to purchafe a peace 


~ with him. 


(2.) Such need had- he of help, /o confirm the 


-. Bingdom in his hand, that he made it part of his bargain with 


him, (a bargain which, no doubt, the king of Affyria knew 


* how to make a good-hand of another time,) that he fhould af 


» ar 


~ have been the protedtor of it. 


--fift him againtt is own fubjects that were difaffeGed to: him: 
—The money wherewith he  purchafed his friendfhip was a 


valt fum, no lefs than a thoufand talents of filver, ver. 19, 


which Menahem-exatted, it is probable, by military execution 


of all the mighty men of wealth, very confiderately {paring the 
poor, and laying thé burden (as was fit) on. thofe that were 


-beft able to bear it; and being raifed, it was given to the king 


of Afyria, as'pay for his‘army, fifty fhekels of filver for each 
man in it.” Thus he got clear of the king of Affyria for this 


time’; he flaid Bot to quarter in the land, ver. 20. but his ar- 


my sow got fo rich a booty with fo little ado, that-it encov- — 


raged'them to come again’ not long after, when they laid all 
watte. Thus was he the etrayer of his country, that fhould 
¢ Bt SOT Ce 2°e : 


 Athly, Pekaiah, the fon of Menahem, fucceeded his: father, 
but reigned only two years, and then was treacheroufly {lain 
dy Pekah, falling under the load bsth of his own and of his 


- father’s wickednefs.—It is repeated concerning him, as before, 


_ that he departed not. from the fins of Feroboam. Still that is 


mentioned, to fhew that God was righteous in bringing that 
deftruétion upon them, which came not long after, becaufe 
they hated to be ‘reformed, ver. 24. - Pekah, it feems, had 
fome perfons of figure in his interelt, two of them are here na- 
his VOL. LI, ; 
a,’ 


EtCN @'s: 


Se eas Se oe 


med, ver. 25. and with their help he compaftet his defign. 


ling revurned atpon his own head : but it returned at Jaft. This 
Pekah, fon of Renaaliah, (1.) Made: himfelf more Confidera~ 
ble abroad than any of thefe ufurpers ; forhe Was, even in the 
latter end of his time, (in the reign of Ahaz, which began in 
his feventeenth year, areat terror to the kingdom of Judah, 
as we find, Ha. vita. 7c. (2.) Fle-loft a great part of his 
kingdom to the king of Aflyria 5 feveral cities are here named 
Ver. 29. which were taken from him 3 all the land of Gilead, 
on the other fide Jordan, and Galilee in.the north, coptain- 
ing the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun, were feized, and the 
inhabitants carried captive into Aflyria. . By this judgment 
Ged punithed him for his attempt upon Judah and Jerufalem, 
It was then foretold, that within two. or three years, after he 
made that attempt, before a child then born fhould be able to 
cry, My father and my mother, the riches of Samaria thould be 
taken away before the kin> of Affyria, Ta. viii. 4. : and here 
-we have the accomplifhment. of that-predigtion._(3.) Soon 


after this he left liis life to the refentments of his-couatry, who, . 


it is probable, were difgufted at him for leaving them expofed 
"to a foreign enemy while he was:invading Judah. This Ho- 
fhea took advantage of, and, to gain his crown, feized his life, 
Slew him, and reigned in his fiiad. Sure he was fond of a 


zard as a traitor doth; for the crown of Ifrael, now it had Jott 
the choiceft of its flowers and jewels, was lined more than e- 
ver with thorns, had of late been fatal to all the heads that 
had worn it, was forfeited to divine jultice, and now ready to 
be laid in the duft; a crown which a wife man would not 
have taken up in the ftreet ; yet Hothea not only ventures up- 
on it, but ventures for it, and it coft him dear. ) 


32.4 In the fecond year of Pekah the fon of 


Remaliaii king of Ifrael, began Jotham the fon’ 


of Uzziah king of Judah to reign, 33 Five 
and twenty years old was he when he began to 
reign, and he reigned fixteen years in Jerufa- 
em: and his mother’s name was Jerufha, the 
daughter of Zadok. _ 34And he did that which 
was right in the fight of the Lorp: he did ace 
cording to all that his father Uzziah had done. 


35] Howbeit, the high places were not re- * 
moved : the people facrificed and burnt incenfe 


{till in the high places: he built the higher gate 
of the hhoufe of the Lorp. 
of the a¢ts of Jotham, and all that he did, are 


they not written in the book of the chronicles — 


of the kings of Judah? 37 (In thofe days the 
Lorn began to fend againtt Judah,Rezin the 
king of Syria, and Pekah the fon of Remaliah.) 
36 And Jotham flept with his fathers, and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David his 
father, and Ahaz his fon reigned in his: ftead. 


- We have here.a fhort account of the reign of Jotham king 
of Judah; of whom we are told, 

1. That he reigned very well; did that which was right in 
the fight of the Lord, vet. 34. Jofephus gives him a very high 
chara¢ter, that he was pious towards God, jut towards men, 


4H aud 


609 


sthly, Pekah, though he got the kingdom by treafon, kept 
it twenty years, ver. 27.; {0 long it was-before his violent dea 


crown indeed, that at this time would run fach a mighty ha-- 


36 Y Now the reft 


~ 


__ of the hotife of David, above thofe of isthe? families: Andiby | 
\ motiteach fifty.  Dhissfothams here died. at forty-one} 


four of a asthe paar Ja ath snialg aan} the ft 


_ were mt in the attempt ; 3 yet ie is ine ‘hid, vers 350 


oe the. t Je, as well as his Tits : he. hi red. the ‘king of Affe 
emp! a gs Ff Af 


—qwas Ahan “when | he _ began’ to.” Fe 
reigned fixteen years. in 1 Jerufalem, : and, ie not | 
that which was might in the fight of the Loap | 
3 Buthe walk- 
edin ‘the way of the kings ‘of Trael, yeas and | 
~ made his fon to pafs Seta the fire, according | 


610 ~ LB at 


7 


KT 


ane laid out Bimfelf for the public boot’ that whatever was a- | to the’ abomingtions of ihe ‘heathen, Lip the 
mifs, he took care to have it rectified s and, in fliort, wanted | 
‘Though the hhigh places 
were not taken away, yet to draw people from them, and keep — 
them clofe to God’s holy place, he fhewed great. refpeet | to the | 


no viftue that became a good prince. 


temple, and built the higher, gate which he went itoaeh to 
the temple. 


~ bringing of them into repntation., 


gate of God’s houfe. : 
2. That’ he died in‘ the midft of his days, ver! 2 3. Obmol : 
of the kings of Judahowe ane! told how:coldb they, were avhen 
they began their, reign, and by, that. may- compute how, oldthey | | 
were when they di¢d; but no account is kept ¢ the age of a -j 
ny of the kings: of, Th acl (that Re remember)" ‘on ly of the ‘years | 
‘of their reighs oF his honour God would pat’ upon the’ kings. 
thefe accduntssit| appears there: was mone jof; all the: kings of 
rie nha asi Davyid’s age, feventy, the common age of ) 
aie, I do: not find, Uzziah lived to be fixty-. 
apo Nasal eh hsty- feven;” and Jehothaphat ixty sand ‘thefe| 
‘the thred oldeltTaday OF thentithat were? OF riots, did) | 
ete 
(was too great,a blefling to-he ,continued..Jong) to, Auch. an-un-) 
worthy people. His death was a a ancement efpecially confi- 
dering: ae naradter of his fon and fucceflar P 
se 3. miati in his daYs'the cUnfeddrady’ was fornied epdinit Ju- 
dah, by Rezin and’ Reftaliahts-fowy whe king lof Syriasand the) 


Maxie 


The 
Lord began to fend them againft Fudab, as he bid Shimei curfe 
avid, and took. away. from Job what the | Sabeans robbed. him 
of. en are z0d’s s hand, the fword, the: rod i in | his ‘hand, 
which he makes wfé of as he pleafeth, to ferve his own Aight 
teous. counfels, though men be suprenrenus, | in their intentions, 
This ftorm., gathered | in the reign of pious Jotham, but he came 
to, his, graye. in peace,.and it fell, up on’ his degenerate fon. Ba . 
ee gop yp! oh mca | 

“This chapter 1 1s. whale taken up hii tbe reign of Wea 
(i we ha eo YER enough of n ily. un. lefs i were better, Fe 

. hada goo er, and a. betier Ong and wu was bin el; 
2 ‘i A det ce hing se dah é was aL 


one oft the wor, 
TI. Wi he treafures of 


“torious. “ide ater ve 


A) 


Fla to ‘invade Syria, and Tfrael, ver. 
“pattern from « an sete ’saltar. 
new har in s temples ver. 10, Tyee 
eh ; (oe ed and. embezzled. the furniture, of the ten t 
“And fo his ory ends, ver. 19, 206 


aN. the feventeenth year a pais fhe ‘spb of 


eh, kde He took 
w at Damafeus for 
at W. Be ey 


Remaliah, WNhaz the fon: of Jotham king ae Boe 
“2 Twent “years vold | he ; 
eign, “and | — 


“Jodah | ‘began to reign. 


his God, like: David his father. 


red 


If magiftrates cannot do all they would for the 
fopprefling of vice and profanenefs, let! them do fo-mudhthe }- 
more for the fupport and advancement of piety and wirtne, and - 
If they cannot pull down.’ 
the high places of fin, yet let them build and beautify the high i 


|. walked ir in their way. “The kings. 0! Ifrae 


| fet Linh to. write. pad 


iW g's: 


Chap. AVL ; 


Loeb caft out from before the’ children of If. 
rael! %4 And ‘he facrificed and burnt incenfe in 
‘the’high places, and’ on the eo Sills ‘and under e- 
very” een reer oi io geiko ie 
We bave here,a Bie pan rg Pie ee of Fae: 
few and evil were his days: few, for, Ag died at thirty-fix 5. & 
vil, for we are here told, 
1. T hat he did not that subich awas igh like David, ver. 
ai dau (He Had none of that ¢oncerm and affédtion for yeti in- 
Atitated ferviceiand;worthip of God, awhich. David. was) famous 
for.+ Higshad , ng love. for. the, temple, made. no confeience, ot 
his duty to! ods. nor had any regard to his law. —Herein he 
was uthike David > > it was'his honour that he was of the ‘houfe 
and lineage of David, and it was owing to: God’s ancient'co- . 
yenant with David, that he was now upon. the throne,. which 
aggravated | his wickednefs, that he was a reproach. to that. hos. 
/ nourable name and. family, which therefore was really ¢ a ren 
proach to, him, We Degeneranti genus opprobrium s aN and that 
MA though he. enjoyed. the benefit of Dayid’s piety, he did not tread 
at the fkepsyof it 
2. That he walked in ‘the ways of the dings re Trach, vere 
ad as all worfhipped. the calves. He qwas,not joined in any 
"ata with them, as “Jeboram’ ‘and ede were gabe 
honfe of Ahab 5... bat, ex, mero mote, without tion, 


2 


F reafons ‘of flate;for : ‘their, idolatry, bu 
ae mii in ome it was: the molt (iaehaer: ne 


WAYS 


3° th hat he pe fi vey bas broue, 


| nour-of his dunghilLdeisies. t them, fo it is expref 
faid of him,.2: fo eR HSV. 3, burnt fome of | he ny and, per- 
haps, made others of them, (Hezckiah himfelf not excepted, 
though afterwards ] was. ever. ‘the worle for it ) to 


; ee 


Cea two. ee OF 


a kayo Pepe, a Alam 


Or ASb 


ube. “abominations F ihe As ather 
thet Jt was an inftance of his great 
is that he would ‘be oa bide geod in” ‘his hee a 


owe 
caft out, thus walking di ret y Cont ne | lo 4 
5. That he facrificed in the high ; 
had but had. zeal enough. 0, take 
prevented the debauching of his 1 
at fin; know not what deneets f 
come after them, le fork ook Gr 
- that place where, i in_ his. father’ rs oe ‘he ha t 
_ tained before the ‘Lord, and performed his devotions: ‘on high 
hills, Ron had a better pan dun “ere EES», 
: ; t Tittle. 


hi a pled ees aia | late a, Se eT ae . iy 
) lo . 4 


“that have alienated themfelyes from Go 
Cy iS , : q.ryy =f ee ae 
- , culty of alienating any other of his rights. 519) 


t 


Chap. XVI. II. 


Del = - 
came to Elath, and dwelt there unto this day. | 


Kia 


7 So’ Ahaz fent meflengers to Tiglath-pilefer | 


king of, Affyria, faying, I am thy fervant and 
thy fon: come up,and fave me out of the hand 
of the king of Syria, and out of the hand of the 
king of Irael, which rife up againft me. 8 
And Ahaz took the filver and gold fiat was 
found in the houfe of the Lorp, and in the 
treafures of the king’s houfe, and fent it for a 
prefent to the king of Affyria...9 And the king 
of Affyria heatkened unto ‘him: for the king 
of Affyria went up againit Damafcus, and took 
it, and carried the people of it captive to Kir, 
and flew Rezin. 


Here, is, 1. The attempt of his confederate neighbours, the 
Kings of Syria and: Ifrael upon him: They ‘thought to have 
made themfelves mafters of Jerufalem, and to have fet a king 
‘of their own in it, Ta. vii. 6. in that they fell thort; but the 

_ king of Syria recovered Elath, a confiderable port upon the 
Red Sea, which Amaziah had taken from the Syrians, chap. 
xiv. 22. What can they keep that have loft-their religion ? 
_ Let them expedt thenceforward to. be always -on ‘the lofing 
hand. ee 
__ 2. His proje¢t to get clear of him. Having forfaken God 
he had neither courage nor ftrength to make, head ‘again{t his 
enemies ; nor could he with any boldnefs afk help of God, 
but he made his ‘court to the king of Affyria, and got ‘him to 
Come in for his relief. They whofe hearts ‘condemn them, 
will go any whither in a day of diflrefs, rather than to God. 
Was it becaufe there was not a God in Ifrael, that he fent to 
the Afftian for ae Was the rock: of ages removed out of 
“its place, that he ftayed himfelf on this broken reed 2 The ‘fin 
_itfelf was its own ‘punithment for though it is true he gained 
“his point, the King of Affyria hearkened to him, and to ferve 
his own turn, made a defcent upon Damafcus, whereby he 
gave a powerful diverfion to the king of Syria, ver. 9. and 
obliged him to Jet fall his defign 


againft Ahaz, carrying the 
_ Syrians captive to Kir, as Amos had exprefsly foretold, chap. 


>. de 5. yet, confidering all, he made but’ an ill bargain. For, to - 


compafs this, , eh. iMmosan soles See PreCy ‘ 

_. 1 He enflaved himfelf, ver. 7. J am thy fervant and thy 

fon; i. e. I will be as dutiful and ‘obedient to thee, as to a 

matter, or father, if thou wilt but do me this good turn. Had 

‘he thus humbled, himfelf to God, and implored his favour, he 

. might have been delivered upon eafier terms, might have faved 
his money, and needed only to have parted with his fins. But 


< if the prodigal outrun his father’s houfe, he foon becomes a 


 flave to the, worft of al Luke xv. 15. 


Salsas ly, He impo verifhe himfelf ; for he took the filver and 


gold that was laid up in the treafury both of the t mple and* } 


it to the king of Affyria, ver. 8. 
be fqueezed and exhaulted, to 


x 


of the kingdom, and fent 
Both church and ftate_ muft 


gratify this his new, patron and guardian. I know not what %} 


authority he had thus to difpofe of the “public ftock. Bat it, 
is common for thofe that have brought ‘themfelves into’ {traits 
by. one fin, to help themfelves out, by, another. And thofe 


, will'make no. difi- 


hd US LL) bee Dated A pant Ba: es 39 ey 
Pee kl And Hane Ate went to Damafcus, to 
» meet Tiglath-pilef t king of Affyria, and faw an 
altar that was at Damafcus : and’ king Ahaz 


|} and adorned with image-work,' > } 
‘|| were,about it; which’ were fignificant he thought, furprifing, 


Ned Ge Ss Ort 
fent to Urijah the prieft the fafhion of the altar, 
and the pattern of it, according to all the work. 
manthip thereof. 11 And Urijah the prieft 
built an’altar according to all that king Ahaz 
had fent from’ Damafcus < fo Urijah the. prieft 
made-7t, again{t king Ahaz came froth Da-. 
mafcus. 12 And when the king was come 
from Damafeus, the kings faw the altar: and 
the king approached tothe altar: and offered ° 
thereon. 13 And he burnt his burnt-offéring, 

 andchis meat-offering, and. poured his drink- 
offering, and {prinkled the blood. of his peace- 
offerings, upon the altar., 24 And he brought 
alfo the brazen altar which was before the 
Lorp, from the fore-front of the houfe, from 
between the altar and the houfe ‘of the Lorp, 

‘and put it on the north fide of the altaf.: 1 3 
And king Ahaz commanded’ Urijah the prieft, 

faying, Upon the great altar burn the morning . 
burnt- offering, and the evening meat-offering, 
and the king’s burnt-facrifice, and his. meat-of- 
fering, with the burnt-offering of allthe peo- 
ple of the land, and their meat-offering, ' and 
their drink-offerings, and {prinkle upon’ it all 
the blood of the burnt-offering, and all the blood 
of the facrifice : and the brazen altar fhall be for 

_me to enquire by. 16 Thus did Urijah: the 
‘prieft, according to all that king Ahaz com- 
manded, . Sones . 

Though Ahaz had hiinfelf factificed in high places, on hills, 
and under every green tree, ver. 4. yet God’s altar had hi- 
therto continued in its place, and in ufe, and the Ring’ s burnt. 
offering, and his meat-offering, ver. 15. bad been offered upon 

_ It by the priefts that attended it; but here we have it taken a- 

~ way by wicked Ahaz, and another altar, an idolatrous one, 
put in the room of it. A bolder ftroke than the worft of the 
kings had yet given to religion:’ We have. here, . 

1. The model of this new altar, ‘taken from one at Damaf. 
cus, by the king himfelf, ver. 10. The king of Affyria hav- 
ing taken Damafcus, thither - Ahaz went to ‘congratulate his 

~ fuccefs, to, return him thanks for the. 


the kindnefs He had done 
|. him by this expedition,-and as his’ fervant’and fon to teceive 
his commands, lad he been faithfal to his God, he had not 
needed to have {neaked thus to a foreign power. At Da- 
mafcus, either in his viewing of the rarities of the place, or ra- 
ther in his joining with thenr in their devonibns, (for when he 
was there, he thought it no-harm to do ag they there did), he 
faw an altar that’ pleafed ‘his fancy extremely’; not fuch a plain 
} old-fafhioned one as that which he had been trained up in at- 
tendante upon at Jerufilem, but curioufly carved, it’ is likely, 
any pretty odd things there 


| and very charming, and apt to'excite his devotion. Solomon 
~ had but a dull fancy, he thinks, compared with the ingenious 
vartift that'made this altar. | Nothing’ wiil’ ferve him but he 
“muft-have an altar'jutt like this:ia pattern of it muft be taken 
immediately} he cannot flay. till he returfs himfelf, but fends 
it before him intalb hatte, aah diets to Urijah the prieft, to 
get one made exadlly according to this model, and have it 
3 airs ready 


012 Linc Ruck 


The pastors God fhewed to 


ready again he come home. 


Mofes in the mount, or to David-by the {pirit, was not com-. 
The hearts: of 1-7 
dolaters walked after their eyes, which are therefore {aid to go ’ 


parable. to this patees fent from Damafcus. 


a-whorying after their idols; but the ‘true worlhippers worfhip) | 
the true God by faith. 


The making of it by Urijah the prieft, ver. pave 'Thjs: {Fi 


ryah, it is likely, was the chief prieft, who, at this time, pre- i 


fided in the temple-fervice. Tovhim Ahaz fent an intimation 
of his mind, (for we read’not‘of any ‘exprefs orders he gave 
him), to get an altar made by this pattern. 
difpate or objection he fit it a-doing’ prefently, being, perhaps, 


é 


as fond of it as the king was, at lealt being very willing to hu='” 


mour the king, and defirous to curry favour with him. Per- 
haps he might have this excufe for ‘gratifying the king herein, 
' that, by his means, he might keep him to thé temple. at Jeru- 
falem, and prevent his total -defertin ig it, forthe high places and 
the groves. Let us oblige him in this, (thinks Ur ‘h), and © 
shen he will bring all his facrifices'to us 5 for by: this craft we 
get*our living. But whatever pretence he had, it) wasa’mofto: 


bafe wicked thing for him thatwasia prieft, a chief prieft,’ to | 


make this altar im compliaticeWwith an idolatrous prince. - For - 
hereby, (2!) He’ proftituted! his ‘authority, and ‘profaned: the 
crowni of: his priefthood, making himfelfafervant to the lufts 


of men. ‘There’is not a greater difgrace to the miniltry, than! | 


obfequioufnefs: to fuch wicked commands’ as thiswas. (2.) 
He’ betrayed his‘ traft.) “As priett, +he «was boundto maintain 
and defend ‘God’s in Rvakionajlandl to oppofe’ and witaefs a- 
gainft all mnovations;ahd for him to afhit and ferve the king, 
m fetting, up an altar, to confront the altar which, by divine 
appointment,” he was ‘confecrated to minifter + Saty was fuch a 
piece of treachery and perfidioutie®; as may jultly render him 
infamous to all poftérity.” «Had he only conoived at the doing |: 
“ vof it, bad he been frighted into it by menaces, had he endea 
voured to difuade the king from it, or but delayed the doing 
of it till he catfie home, thatthe might firft talk’ with him about’ 
it, it had not’been' fo bad ; but fo willingly to walk” after his 
commandment,’ ‘as«if he were glad’ of the opportunity to oblige! 
him, was fiich an affront to ane Ged! he whi as was utter nhs 
inexcufable. ees 
‘Oe he dedicating bee ite Urijah pebcessits chide ie hing? st 
heat was. mich’ upon it} took are ‘to-have it ready’ ‘againtt he? 
came'down, andfet it neat ‘the “brazén ‘altar, but” fomewhet’ 
- lower and farther from ‘the door: of the temple. The king was: 
. wonderfully pleafed with it, approached to it with: ‘all: poffible le 
“ veneration, and. offered. thereon his burnt-offering, &ci ver. 12} 
13. His factifices were not 6ffered to the God of If ael, but 
to the. gods" of ~“Damafens, jas We: vind Chron. Oxx viii.’ 
23. and when he ‘borrowed the Syrians’ altar; “no” marvel hes 
_ borrowed their gods. » Naamén, the Syrian’ €mbraced the God 


of Ifrael, when he got earth: from: tHe dand of Tfr acl to make 


ae Seg CSRS ; Le iF 
z Lid yeh $ et? 


an altariof) 


4.oThe veniaval of Goes altar. sbienties toom is ‘eon URibe 


jah was fo:modeft, that Ke put this altar? "at: the‘ lower énid!) ms 
the court, andteft God’s altar in its placey Bereveen this and theo! 
houfe of the Lord, ver. 14. Bat that would not fatisfy Ahaz,’ 
he removed God’s altar to an’obfet#€! eornér, “in the “north: 


fide of the court, and pot his: owt before the fingtuary, i in’ cel 


place of it. . He thinks his/neay “altar ‘fs ‘Wiweh more: ftately;) | 


and much more fig helyit ‘and-¢{Hdmes! thatto avid! therefore Jet “| 
that be laid afide as a -veflel in which thete’ was ‘ino ‘pleafure.’ { 


“His! fuperftitious invention’ at firftjuftled’ with, but at” length ' 

jattled out God’s faered inftitution. ’ Noxe, Thole “will foon | 
-' @omé'to make norhing ¢f God, that® will not be content to 
~-make him their alli?"Ahaz hiv: ‘Hot (perhaps, for’ fear of the» 

people) — te demolith the brazen ata and knock it to pieces; 


And without -any> 4 


| the Lord®any more. 


heiy ru i 
| 2. Alhaz refigning his life in the midft of -his days) at t ¢ thirty. 
| fix years ofiage, ver. 19. andi toa 
| man, Hezekiah his fon,-ver..20. who pr ved ast 


Chap. XVI. 


NOG? 8c pee 


ea while he ordered all the facrifices to be offered upon. ‘ig new. 
altar,-ver. 15. The brazen altar (faith he) fhall be for me to. 
enguire by, Having thruft it out from the ufe for which it was 
inftituted, which was to fandtify the gifts offered upon “ity she 
pretends to advance it, above its inftitution, which it'1s! common ~ 
forifuper{titious people to do,. ‘The altar was never defigned, 
forvan oracle, yet Ahaz will have it for that ufe. The Ro- 
mifh church feemingly magnifies Chrift’s facraments, yet — 
wretchedly corrupts them. But fome give another fenfe of 
‘Ahaz’s purpofe : As for the brazen altar, I will confider what 

to do with it, and giye orders about it. The Jews. fay, that — 
afterwards of the brafs oft, he made that famous.dial, which 
was called: the dial of Ahaz, chap. xx. 11. ‘The bafe eom- 
phance of the poor-Spirited prieft, with the prefumptuous, ufur- 
pations of an ill-fpirited king, is again taken notice of, ver. 16.) 
Urijah the pric did according to all that kirg haz tnatad : 
ed. “Miferable is the cafe of | great men, when thofe that fhould 
reprove them for their eh: fea and ye them i in, their! 
ipns, j 


(arg < And ith Ath cut off the ‘ponders ‘of 
the bafes, and removed the laver from off them, 
and took down the fea from off the brazen’ Ox 
en ‘tliat were tinder it, and put it ‘upon a pave- 
ment: of ftones, -r8.. And the. covert. for: the 


fabbath that they had‘built in the houfe; and = 


the’ ‘King’s entry without, turned he from the — 
houfé of the Logo, for the King of Affyria. 1 IQ 
4] Now the reft of ‘the as. of Ahaz, which he 
did; are they not written, in the ‘book. of the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah? - _ 20 And A= 
haz flept with’ his fathers, ‘and was buried wi th 
his fathers in the city of He and I Hezekit < 
his ‘fon reigned j in. his. eal tai) Wea a 


P Hees is, 't. Ahaz abuling the omnes “not” i building: - ; 
felf, but fome-of the furniture of it. (1.) He ‘defaced the — 

afes’on which ‘the lavets were fet,’ ie Kings vii. 28, 29.-and 
took down the molten fea, ver. aq.) Thele the priefts ufed 
for wafhing’5 at them therefore he feerms to have had a/parucu= - 
lar fpite. It is one of the gfeateft prejudices that cansbe done 
to religion, to obftrué the purifying of the priefts, the Lora’s 


" minifters. @ ) He removed ‘the covert from the. fabbath 5 e= - 


rected either im honour ofthe fabbath;* or for. the conveniency, . 
of the priefts, when on the fabbath they officiated in. greater — 
numbers than onother days.» “Whatever it swasy iit fhould feem,. 

in removing it, be intended to puta: contempt upon the’ fab-. 
bath, and fo to open as wide an inletvas any other to albman=_ 
ner-of impiety.” ( 3:) The. King’s: ‘entry, which: led- to: the 
houfe of the Lord, for the convenience of the ‘royal. family, es 
(perhaps that eset which Solomon had: made, ‘and: which the, 
queen of Sheba admired; 1 Kings x. 5.) he turned another 
way, to few that he did not intend to frequent the houfe » 
This he-did for the king vof Affyria t 
oblige-him, who perhaps. had returned his vifit, and found fault 
with his entry, as an’ inconvenience, and difparagement to ht 
palace, When thofe that have hada Téady paflage to the- 
hovfe of the Lord, to- pleafetheir: neighbours torn it: ano her, 
way; they are going down the hill apace towa 


leaving his kingdom, to.a 
; : rich a frien 


to the temple as he had been an enemy to — 
very-don he'had cee to pals. cee 


Chap. XVII. ie Et 


cated him to Moloch; but: God by his grace fnatched. him as 
-a brand out of the burning. .:, ee te ame 


ae ee eetete: TAP AVS 

This chapter gives uc an account of the. captivitynofo the ten 
tribes, and fi finifoeth the hiftory of that king dain, after it 
bad continued about two hundred ond fixty-five years, from 
the felting up of Feroboam ihe Jon of Nebat. In it we 
have, 1. A fhort narrative of thir deftr- tion, ver, 156. 
II. Remarks upon it; and the caules of tt; forthe juftifys 
ing of Got in wt, cand far avarning to. othersy veri Ts 23. 
IITs Aa accouns of the nations which fucceeded them in he - 
Poff fion of their land, and the-mongrel religion feb_up.a- 


x 


: 1X he twelfth year ‘of Ahaz ‘king of Judah, 
began | 


gaye him PEPE. 4 And the king of Affyria 


~ found conipiraey in, Hofhea: for he had. fent 


_ him up, and bound him, in prifon. 
Tand, and went up to Samaria, and belieged it. 

_ three years, ninth 

e the king of Aflyria took Samatia, ents li. 


Sith Hip 


AAflyria, in that expedition, chap. xv. 29. (to-which, perhapss. 

the prophet refers, Hof. viii. 5 soDhy calf, O Samaria, has ca/} 
_ thee off,) which made bim put the'lefs confidence in the other. 

And fome fay, «that this Hofhea took off the embargo. which , 


NE 3G 


hereby thew, that, in bringing this ruin. upon, them, :he -defign- 
ed.to punith, (1.) Not only the fins of that.genération, but of 


OERe, 


the foregoing ages, and to reckon. for the iniquities of their fa- ‘ 


‘thers who: had been long: in filling the meafure, aad treafuring 
‘up wrath: again{t this day of wrath. ( 2.) Notionly the fins of 
their kings, but the fins of the people. - If, Hothea was not-fo 
bad as.the former. kings, -yet the people were as had! as thofe 
that went-before them; and it -was.an aggravation of their bad- 
nefs; and. brought-ruin-the fooner, that their king- did ‘not fet 
them foill an-example asthe former, kings had done, nor hia- 
der them,from reforming; he gave them leave to do better, but. 
they did as bad as every; which laid the blame.of their fia and 
ruin wholly upon-themfelyes. Sepak 
3» That the deftraction came gradually. They were for 
fome time made.tributaties,,-before they; were made captives to 
the-king jof ;Affynia,iyer, 3... And if that leffer judgment had 
prevailed to-humble and reform,them, |the greater had,been pres 
vented: mubestnids) abs cic fdoen- 350} 
» 4--That they brought ait upon )jthemflyves by, the): indire& 
courfe they-took to fhake of- theyyoke-of the, king of Affyria,. 
wers 4. | Had-the king and. people .of; Hrael, applied themfelves 


to God, made their peace with him,.and their prayets tojhinty A 


they: might have recovered, their Jiberty, exfes.and: hongur bute, 
they; withheld: their, tributes and, trulted ,torthe king,of Egypt.toy- 
afh(t them in their revolts which, 1f,:it had taken. eect, had) 
been-but to.change their oppreflors Dot Boypf)became)to,them: 
the ftaff.of a brokenireed. od Thisiprovoked the king sof A flyria. 

to proceed againit them, widy thermore feverity. Men get nop. 
thing, by flruggling, with the net,,/ bat sntangle, themfelves, theo. 
MoNnerih vd daidw. agils soe ACTOS 61 isils Tp quent, ae 

| §-Dhat-it was.an-utter deftrucionwhich came upon, them, 
af, The: king jof Hrach was-madg),a prifoner, she, was, (huts. 


np -and bounds. being, it is probable; jtaken by\furprife, before. 


i 


Samariaswas befieged,...,.. 4... ie seis oeadae i 
2dly, The land of Iftael was made a prey: The army of 
the:king of Affyria came up throughout, all the land,.and made: 
themfelves,mafters.of it,, ¥et.§ cand jufing them, asjtraitors ypu-- 
nifhed with the: fword of juftice, rather than’ as fair, enemigg.. . 
» 3d/y>,'The royal-city, of iIfracl was befieged, and at leagth: 
Lies: Three years it held out after the country- was..con- 
quered, and, no, doubt, a-great deal of mifery they, endured in. 
that;tithe, which-is. not,panticularly. recordedss. but the very bre-. 
vity of the ftory, and the pafing of this matter. over lightly, mee. 
thinks,. intimates that,they were abandoned, of,God, and he 
did not now regard the allliGtion, of cl fiagl,,as fonictimes he had... 
done. bOI 0 ec! HOsiSdi-beigho: b CONE tele 
|, 4thiin The. people of Ifrael were carried captives into A fly- 
tia, vers. ,. Phe generality ot,the peoples thafesthat were of, 
any note, were, forced’ away into the conqueror’sicountry, to be. 
flaves. and, beggars there... .(1.) "Tous. he was, pleafed to. exere. , 
cife.a, dominion overthemy. and to thew, that, they,,were entiree. 
ly at his difpofal. (z.) By depriving them of their poflethons 
and, eftates, real and; perfonal, and. expofing them to all the 
hardthips, and xeproaches ofja remoye tova.dtvange country, un- 
der, the,power of, an\ imperious .army,. he,.chaltifed them, for, : 
their;rebellion, and their, endeavour to. fhake of his yoke... 
(3+) Thus he effeétually prevented. all. fuch dike, attempts. for 
the future, and feaured their, own. country jto. himfelh. (4.): 
Thus he got, the benefit of their fervice in his own. country,. 


as Pharaoh: did that, of their. fathers... And. fo. this, unworthy, . 


people were loft.as they. were.found, and ended as they began,,, 


in fervitude, and under oppreffion.,., .¢5.),"Lhus he made room: , i 
or thofe of his own country, that had Jittle, and little to-do at. + 


home, -to-fettle in a good. land. a land ‘flowing with milk and. “2 


honey... Alli thefe feveral ways he ferved:himfelf by this cap»- 


tivity, of the ten.tribes.... Weare here told. in what. places OFF 


hiss 


a 


Re a? Qe ee 


ma 


iL, 


his kingdom he difpofed of them, in Halah and Habor; in 
places, we may fuppofe, far diftant from each other, left they 
fhould keep up a correfpondetice, incorporate again, and be- 
come formidable. ‘There, we have reafon to’think, after fome 
time, they were fo mingled with the nations, that they were 
loft, and the name of L/rael. was no more in remembrance. They 
that forgot God, were themfelves forgotten ; and they that ftu- 
died to be like the nations, were buried among them; and, 


O14 


they that would not ferve God in their own land, were made | 


to ferve their enemies in a ftrange land. It is likely they were 
the men of honour and eftates that were carried captive, and 


that many of the meaner fort of people were left behind, many _ 


ofévery tribe, who either went over to Judah, or became fub- 


ject to the Affyrian colonies; and their pofterity’ were Gali- | 


jeans, or Samaritans. But thus ended Hrael.as.a nation: now 
they became Lo-ammi, not a people’; and, Lo-rubamah, unpi- 
tied. Now Canaan fpued them out.—When we read their 


entry under Hofhea the fon of Nun, who would have thought _ 


that fuch as this fhould have been their exit under Hofhea the 
fon of Elah? Thus Rome’s glory in Auguftus, funk many 
ages after in Auguftulus. 
of the honour of the ten tribes, that the honour of Judah the 
toyal tribe, and Levi the holy tribe, which yet remained, might 
thine the brighter. 


xxvi. 7.: So that though we never read of the return of thofe 
that were carried captive, nor have any reafon to credit the 


conjecture of fome, that jthey yet remain a diftiné body in 
_. fome remote corner of the warld’;, yet a remnant of them did | 
~efcape, to keep up the name of Ifrael, till it:came to. be. worn 


by the gofpel-church, the fpiritual Ifrael, in which it will ever 
temain, Gal. vi. 16... Lape Rte 


7 For fa it was, that the children of Iftael had 
finned againft the Lorn. their God, which had 


brought them up out of theland of Egypt, from 
under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and 
had feared other gods, 8 And walked in the 


flatutes of the heathen, (whom the Lorp catt 
out from before the children, of Lrael),.and. of | 


the kings of Lfrael, which they had made. 9 And 
the children of Tfrael’ did fecretly rho/e things 
that were not right, againft the Lorp their God, 
and they built them high places in all thei 
cities, from the tower of the watchmen. to the 


‘fenced city.. 10 And they fet them up images 


and groves in every high hill, and under every 


green.tree: 11 And there they burnt incenfe- 
in all the high places, as did.the heathen whom 
the Lorp ‘carried away ‘before. them; ‘and 


wrought wicked things to provoke the‘Lorb to 
anger. 12 For they feryed idols, whereof the 
Loxrp had faid unto them, Ye fhall not ,do_ this 
thing. 


flatutes, according to all the law which] com- 
manded ‘your fathers, and which I fent to you 


? 
s 


K Aer 


Providence fo-ordered the eclipfing — 


Yet we find a number, fealed,of each of — 
the twelve tribes, Rev. vii. except Dan. James writes fo. the 

twelve tribes, fcattered abroad, Jam.i. 1. and Paul {peaks of | 
the twelve tribes which in/tantly ferved God day and night, A&s | 


13 Yet the Lorn teftifiedagainitilfracl, | 
and againft Judah, by all the prophets,‘ ard by | 
all the feers, faying,’Turn ye from ‘your evil | 


: Nehedas tia emen saris 
an ep my commandments, and my | 70 ten 8 < 
ways, and keep my com » and my “is taken notice of here, ver. 23. The L 


Chap. XVII. 
by my fervants the prophets. 14 Notwithftand- 


S. 


| ing, they. would not hear, but hardened: their 


necks; like to the neck of their fathers, that 
did not believe in the Loro their God. 15 And 
they rejected his ftatutes, and his covenant that 
he made with their fathers, and his teflimonies 
which he teftified againft them, and they fol- 
lowed vanity, and became vain, and went after 
the heathen that were round about them, con- 


until he had caft them out of his fight. 21 For 
d, and 


<a A * 
ptostes 
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Though the deftruétion of the kingdont of the-tén tribes was 
but briefly telated, it is in thefe verfes largely commented upon 
by our hiftorian, and the reafons of it a igned 5 not ‘takenifrom _ 


the fecond caufes, the weaknefs of Hrael,i and’ their. impolitic 


management, the {trength and growing greatnefs of the Affy- 


rian monarch, thefe things are overlooked ; but’ only from the 


firft caufe. - ean orcs es 
it, It was the Lord that removed Lfrael out of his fight = 

Whoever were the inftrusients, he’ was the author of this cas 

lamity. 


rejelied the feed of Ifrael, elfe their enemies’ could notihave 
ved upon them, ver. 20. 
rael to the robbers ? did aot the Lord? Wh 


xdiioage’ We lof 


the benefit of national judgments, if we do not eye the hand of 
God in them, and the fulfilling of the Yeripture s ‘for that alfo. 
rd removed Lfracl out 
+ he had faid by all 
en-and earth’ pafs, 


44 


of his favour, and out of their own Jan 
bit Jervants the prophets: Rather fhall 


{ “4 Sa 


i 


EIZ= 
Who gave Jacob to the fpiil;‘and I/- 


iy 
i 


mity. It was defruétion from the Almighty 3 the Affyrian — 
was but the rod of his anger, If’x. 5. It was the Lord that 


\ 


< 


ib. 


3 
Pe 


> 
i 
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~them,. and dire&ted them in: 


word and his works are conypared, it will be found not’ only 


” that they agree, but that they illuftrate.each other. But why 


-would God ruin a’people that-were raifed and incorporated, as 
Tfrael was, by miracles and oracles ? ‘Why would he undo that 
which himfelf haddone' at fo vatt aniexpence? Was it purely 
an act of fovereignty ? No; inwas an a@iof neceflary jultice, 
Banos bv. atta | | 


BP. Kal NGS; 


sheets tite of God’s word fall to <he- ground. When God’s 


2dly, They provoked him to do this by their wickednefs. ° 


Was it God’s doing? Nay, it was their own: Their way and 
their doings procured all this to themfilves, and it was their own 
wickednels that did corréét then "Ehis the facred hiftorian 
fhews here at large, that it might appear God did them mo 
Wrong, and that others might hear abd fear: 
what it was that did all this mifchief, that broke their power, 


- and laid their ‘honour in the daft’: it was fin that, and nothing 


elfe, feparated between them and God, that is here very mo- 
vingly'laid open as the caule of all the defolations of Ifael. He 
here: fhews, »; ; 


iff, What.God had done for Ifrael to engage: them to ferye ~ 
| He brought i 


pa ‘(1.) He gave them their liberty, ver. 7. 
bem from under the hand of Pharaoh; who oppreffed ‘them ; 


alletted their ifreedoin, L/rael is my Jon > and efected their free. 
“dom witha highvhand. . Dhus) they! were bound:in duty and | 
gratitude, tobe Bie evant for-he had loofed.their bonds,..Nor | 
i would he that refenec 


4 


ra 


ignorance of good at 
A ohatkcltah 


Come and fee. 


them out of the hand of the king of E- | 
“gypty have contradiéted “himfet? fo" Far as to deliver them into | 
the hand Of the-king’ of ARyrid as'lie' did, if they had not‘by 
their iniquity bettaygel theimlibenty,y and {old themfelves: * (2.) 
Fecgaye thenptlisir Jaw, and was himfelf their/ king, they were 
inunediatelpunder a divine.r. neg, ‘The could not plead 
H Bay vate Bea Hed circa God had Pa 
again(t thofe very things which he here | 
chargeth them? with}! ver HGO Thal! they Should not do like'the | 
Uilfeathen, Nor ‘could they be in anyodoubs concerning: their 


obligation to, obferye i for they, were the command. 


@ Lor: 


RS ane date oe 


their God, yer, 13. fo.that no! 


. POUR & ek Dh De ae Wee te ae & PM, £ ei AT wh! rs t 
room was left to fats whether they fhould keep them or no; 
ef, Bit; 


He had not ‘dealt JO * rv ith 5 
(3-)"He gave them ‘thelr laid s:for bed? out the Heathen from 


 befare sthem, yer 8 to make room for them; and the calting 
PH OE aes fe tavis dolepsies,| waa a fait a warming 9s.could 


By3e if el not to. do like them. 


be piven to Ifra 
‘Dalby What | 


thele'chgagenidns Ke had laid bpén them. st! 
_ C1. )din general; they framed againhithe Lard their Gad) ver. 


7. they did thofe things that were aot right, ver, g. but feeretly, 
_ So wedded were) they to their evil pragices, that when they 
_ gouldnot do theni-publicly, could not for fhame, or could not 
_ forifear, they would 


do them fecretly: Ain inftance of their a» 
~ theif, ‘that theyithought ‘what was done in fecret, was’ from 
under the eye of God himflf, and would not be xequired.— 
4\gain, they wrought wicked things in fuch a direét contradic- 
tion to the divine law, thatit feemed ‘as iit. were done on pur- 
pofel to. provoke the ‘Lord to anger, ver. 11. in contempt of his 
authority, and ‘defiance of his juftice: They vejeied-God’s fia- 
tutes; and.his covenant, ver. 15% would not be bound up either 
by his command, of the confent they:themfelves’ had given to 


- the covenant; ‘but threw. off the oblgations’of beth, and there- 


fore God jultly rejected them; véri'20. ‘See Hof iv.'6.. ‘They 


Left all the commandments of the Lord their God, verv 16. left 


the way, left the work which thefe commandments *preferibed 


¢ 


“they had ne abaintt™God, notwithfianding | 


Nay, laflly, they fold themftlves | 


with other nations, Plat. exlvii. £9, 20. 


to do evil in, the fight of the Lord; as e. they wholly addfted | 
‘themfelves to fin, as (aves to-the fervice of thefe to whom they | (for’fo the prophets‘iad been formerly called, and Rad’ prefled 


are fold ; and by their obftinate: perfifting infin, fochardened | 


a 


their own hearts, that at length it was become morally impof- 
fible for them to recover themfelves, as-one that has fold him- 
felf has put his liberty pait recal. 

(2.) To  partictilar.”” Though they wefe guilty, (no doubt) 
of Many ‘immoralities, and violated al? the ‘commianis of the fe- 


“ond table, yet nothing is here inffaneed in but their idolatry 3. 


that ‘was the fin that did molt eallly befet them ; that-was of 
atl other moft proveking'to God: it.was the fpiritual adultery 
thit brake the’ martiage-covenant, and was the inlet of all other 
wickednels,~. This is again and again “mentioned'here as the 
finthat ruined them. “ft. ] They feared other'gods, vet. 7. 
i.e. Wworthipped thent, “and paid ‘their homuige toihim,aseif they 
feared! their difpleafure. - £2.] They ealtedin the flatutes of 
the “heathen, which were contrary to God’s {latiites, ver. 8. did, 
as did the Heathen, yer: 13. avent fier the: Heathen thet were 
round about them, vers 15.3 fo proftitutingthe honour of their 
peculiarity, and defeating God’s defign conceming them, which 
was,'that they fhould be’ diftinguifhed frony thé deatheny Mutt 
they that were taught of God go to: {chook ltethe:deathen ? 


they that-were: appropriated to Gods takeahdir meafuresfrom - 


the nations that wereabandoned by. him! [3.9 Vheyiepalked 
in the ftatutes of the idolarroas kings’ of Tyrael, yer. Bioin all the 
Sins of Feroboam, ver.22. When their kings aflamestinpower 


to altar, and add to the divinesinttitutions, they fubmitted to. 


them, ‘and thought the®command of their kinusiwotdd bear 
thent out in’difobediente tocthe command oftheir God, » f4e] 
They duilt them bixh places’in ali their cities, vercg,y sit were 
but the tower of the watchmen,: a-countty-tewny that thad no 


walls, but only’a tower to fhelter the watelin time: ofi danger, .. 
or but'a lodge for fhepherds,. it’muit’ be honoured with!achigh - 


place, ‘and ‘that sith an altar p it werea fenced citys it welt. 
be further fortified with a’ high places Having forfaken. God’s: 
holy place, they-knew no-ead of--high placess'in which. every 
man followed his own fancy, and dire@ted his deyotion to what 
god/hepleafed. Sacred things were, hereby profaned and laid 
common, when their altars were as heaps in the furrows of ihe 
field, Hof. xii, 11. [5.] They fet them ujr images and groves; 
iAfberim, | even wooden images, fo fome thinks that fhould be- 
rendered which we. trapflate groves, ot Afbtaroth, {0 others, 
ver; LO. dire@ly contrary to the fecond commandment ; They 


A: 


erved idols, ver. 12. the works of their own hands, and crea-- 


tures of their own fancy, though God had warned them! parti- 


r 


_ calarly not ‘todo this ‘thing: [6] "Chey darmt sncenje its all 


the high places to-the honour’ of fkrange ‘gods,’ for it was to the 


dithondur: of the true, God, verert. [iy] They followed va- 
 nitys' Idols are called fo, becaufe. they could do neither geod 


nor evil, were the molt infignificant things that could be: they 
that worfhipped them were like unto‘them ; and ‘fo they be- 
came vain and’ good for nothing; ver 16. vain in°their ‘devo-. 


tions, which were! brutifhand ridiculous, , and fo. became vain - 
-[8.] Befides the molten images, . 
| even the two calves, they wor/bipped all the hoft of heaven, the - 


in their whole conyerfation. 


fun, moon, andiftars ; for it is not meant of the heavenly hoft- 
of angels ; ‘they could not‘rife fo: far above fenfible things.as to- 
‘think of them! and withal they-ferved Baal, the deified heroes 

of the Gentiles, ver..16.. Lo.) They caufed their children to 
bes through the fire, in token of their dedicating of them to- 
their idols. And, afly, They ufed divinations and inchant-. 
ments, that they might receive directions from. the gods to whona: 
they paid their devotionso) Fo es 

~ 3dly,, What lmeans God wufed with. them to bring them off | 
from: their idolatries, and to how little purpofe: He teltified 


‘egainft them, fhewed. them their fins, and. warned them of the 


fatal confequences of them by all the prophets and all the {eers, 


them to tura from their evil’ ways, ver. 13. We have read of 
prophets. 


\ 
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prophets more or lef in every reign. Though they had fore 
faken God’s family of priefts, he did not leave them without a 
fucceflion of prophets, that made it their bufinefs to teach them 
the good knowledge of the Lord; but all in vain, ver. 14. 


they would not hear, but hardened their neck, perfilted in their’ 


idolatries, and were like their fathers, that would not bow their 
neck to God’s yoke, becaufe they did not deheve in him, did not 
receive his truths, nor would venture upon his promifes. ft 


feems to refer to their fathers in the wildernefs ; the fame fin “| 


that kept them out of Canaan, turned thefe out’; and that was 
unbelief. 

4ihly, How God punifhed them ‘for their fins: He was ve- 
ry angry with them, ver.18.; for in the matters of his worfhip 
he is a jea alons God, and. atts nothing more heinoufly than 
giving that honour to any creature which’ is due to him only. 
He affli iéted them, ver. 20. and delivered them into the hand of 
Spoilers i in the days of the judges and of Saul, and afterwards 


~in the days of moft of their kings, to’fee if they would be a- 
wakened, ‘by the judgments of Céu to confider and amend - 


their ways. But when all thefe corre€tions “did not prevail to. 
‘drive out the folly, God firlt rent I/rael from the hoafe of Da- 
vid, under which they might have been happy ; as Judah was 
hereby weakened, fo Ifrael’ was hereby corrupted 3, for they 


“made one king that drove them from’ following the Lord, and 
_ made them fin a great fin, ver. 21. 


This was'a national judg- 
ment, and the punifhment of their former idolatries: and at 
length he removed them quite out of his- fight, ver. 18, 23. 


~ without, giving them any Ny of a return out of their capti- 


vity. 3 
Lafly, Here is a ‘complaint again{t Judah i in the’ midft of 


all, ver. 19. Alfo. Fudah kept not the commandments of God. 


‘Though they were not as yet quite fo bad/as Ifrael, yet they 
walked in the flatutes of I/rael: and this) agoravated ‘the fin of 
Ifrael, that they conmunicated the infection of it to Judah. 
See Ezek. xxiii. 11. Thofe that bring fin into a country or 


family, bring a plague into it, and will be to anfwer for a the 


ny Gk that follows: 


24 q And the ee of “Affyria. beats men 
from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from A- 


va, and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, 
and placed them in the cities of Samaria, in- 


ftead of the children of Ifrael; and they. poffef- 
fed Samaria, and. dwelt, in the cities: tlrereof, 
25 And /o it was at the beginning of their dwel- 
ling there, zhat they feared not the Lorp; there- 
fore the Lorp fent lions among them, which 
flew fome of them. 26 Wherefore they {pake 
to the king of Affyria, faying, The nations which 
thou haft removed, and placed in the cities of 
Samaria, know not the manner of the God of. 


the land: therefore he hath fent lions among 


them, and behold, they flay them, becaufe they 
know not the manner of the God of the Jand. 
eye Then the king of Affyria commanded, fay. 
ing, Carry thither ene-of the priefts whom ye 


brought. from thence, and let them go.and dwell | 


there, and let him teach them the manner of 
the God of the land. 28 Then one of the priefts 
whom they had carried away from Samaria, 
came, and dwelt in Beth-el, and taught them 


so 


ye thal not feat other seers 


_after their former manner. . 
feared the Lorn, and {erved their graven: images, ; 


ak ial, we are here told,.. © = A 


C hap. XV. It 
29. Howbeit 
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how they fhould fear the Lorp. * 


} every nation made gods of their own, and pu 
them in the houles of the high places. which t thi 


Samaritans had made, every nation in their ci. 
ties wherein they dwelt. 30 And the meno 
Babylon made Succéth-benoth, and the men oi 


/ Cuth made Nergal, and the men of Hamatt: 
-made Afhima, 


31 And the Avites made Nib- 
haz and Tartak, and the Sepharvites burnt theit 
children in fire to Adrammelech ‘and Anamme- 
lech the gods of Sepharvaim. 32 So they fear- 
ed the Lorp, and made unto ‘themfelves of the 
loweit of them priefts of the high places, which 
facrificed for then’ in the houfesiof the bigh#pla- 


ces. 33 Fhey feared the Lorn, and ferved 


their own gods, after the manner of the nations, 
whom they carried away from: thence. 1 Bae Un- 
to this day they do after the former manners: 
they fear not ‘the Lorp, neither do'they after 
their ftatutes, or after their ordinances,’ or aftet 
the Jaw and commandment which the Loxp 
commanded the: children. of Jacob, whom he 
named Ifrael; “35 With whom»the: Lorp had 
made a covenant, and charged’ them, faying, Ye 
fhall not fear other gods, nor bow yourlelves to 
them, nor ferve them, nor facrifice to them: 36. 
But. the Lorp who brought. you up out: -of the 


land sie ees with Linea sake and a any . 


“3B And fi ‘cove- 
nant that Y have made: with you, Ye! ‘fhall not 


_ forget, neither thall ye fear other, gods. 39.But 


the Lorp your God ye fhall fear, and he fhall 
deliver you out of the hand of all-your enemies. 
40 Howbeit, they did not hearken, but they di 

41 So. thele 1 n 


Dens their Ghildreni, and their navies obs ge 


Never. was ahead. loft. pe as fie want ae an ee eM 
the children of Ifrael were difpoffefled, and. tured. out of Ca. 
naan ;, the king of Affyria foon. tranfplanted, thither the fi japer= 
snumeraries. of his own country, fuch as. it-could well. fp 
fhould be. fervants to him, and matters to the Afracines it re 
mained. . And here we have an account of. thefe. new jababi- 
tants, whofe ftory is related here, that we may. take : 
of; Samaria. as alfo of ithe Hacliee that- were: 
Aaee ‘Affyria,.. Sart ; 

. Concerning the A io t t-were br 


aft, That they. poffefled. Sa and 
ts Ver, 24. ot is Fone EK Jands t 
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but fad that the holy land thould become a Heathen land again, 
See what work fin makes. 
2diy, That at their firft coming God /ent lions among them. 
~ -Itis probable theywere not enow to) people the couatry, which. 
oceationed the bea/? of the Sield tomulyply againg.them, Exod. | 
Sxl. 29... Yer, befides the natural canfe, there was a manifett 
hand of God in it, who is Lord of hofts, of all the creatures, 
and can ferve his own parpofes by whieh’ he pleafeth, little or 
big, lice‘or lions. . God ordered them this rough welcome, to 
check their pride and. infolence ; and.to let them -know that 
though they had conquered Ifael, the.God., of. Ifrael, had 
power enough to deal with them, that he could have prevent- 
ed their fertling here, by ordering lions into ‘the feryice of 
Ifrael;. and that he permitted it, not for theit tightéoufnefs, 
but the wickednefs of his own people, atid that they were now 
under, his wifitation: They had lived. without God. in» their. 
ews, land, and were not plagued with lions; bat if they do fo 
4 this land, it is at their peril, ; 
13dly, That they fent a remonftrance of this grievance to the 
king their matter, fetting forth, it is likely, the lofs their infant 
colony had fivtained by the lions,.. and the-continual fear they © 
‘were in of them; that they looked upon it-te be ajudgment | 
upon them for not worthipping the God of the land, which they 
could-not, _ becaufe they knew not how, ver. 26. The God 
of Tfrael | as the God of the whole world; but they ignorant- 
Ty call hin the’ God of the land, ‘apprehending themfelves there- 
fore. within’ hisrreach, and concerned to be upon | good terms 
with bims,., Herein, they, fhamed the Iftaelites, who were not | 
fo ready. pneay He voice of .God’s judgments as they were, 
and who had not feryed the God of that land, though he was | 
the God of their’ fathers, and their ‘great benefactor, and 
though they were well inffrugted!in the manner of his worfhip. | 
Affyrians beg to bes taught; that which Ifraelites hated»to be 
Aughte) oid brie yes 


_,, 4thly, That the King of Affyria took care to have. them 
taught the manner of the God of the land, ver. 27, 28.3 not out 
of any affection 'to that!God; but to fave his fubjeéts from the 
lions. On this ertandvhe {ent backsone ‘of the priefts' whom he ' 
had. carried away captive., A prophet would have done them more 
20d ; for this.was but one.of th priefts of the calves, and there- 
hi 0 as of Beth-el aS old acquaintance fake ; and- 


* © though ve miiphe Veach them to do better than they did, he was | 


dodtors, they tell us, that Succothbenoth-was worthipped ina’ 
hen and chickens, Nergal in a cock, Afhima in a {mooth goat, 
Nibhaz ina dog, Tartak in an afs, Adrammelech jn a pea- 
Our own: tell us, more 
probably, that Succothbenoth, fignifying the tents of the daugh- 
ters, this was Venus; Nergal, being worthipped by the Cu- 
thites or Perfians, was the fire; Adrammelech and Anamme-. 
Vor. IL. 


| fear other gods. 


lech. were only diftin@ions of Moloch. | See how vain idola. 
tes were in their imaginations, and wonder at their fottifhne(s. 
Our very ignorance concerning thefe idols, teacheth us the ac- 
complithment of that. word which God has {poken, that thefe 
falfe. gods fhould all perith, Jer. x. 11. They are all buried 
in oblivion, while the name. of the true God fhall continue for 
PVGiae A ac 

This. medley. faperftition is here , faid to continue unto this 
day, ver. 41.3 till the time when this book was written, and 
long after, above three hundred years in all, till the time of 
Alexander the Great, when Manafle, brother to Jaddus the 
high prieft of the Jews, having married the daughter of San- 
ballaty governorof the Samaritans, went over to them, got leave 
of Alexander to build a temple.in mount Gerizzim, drew over 
many of the Jews:to him, and prevailed with the Samaritans-to 
cat away all their idols, and to worfhip the God of Ifrael on- 
ly, Yet. thein.worfhip was mixed with fo much fuperttition, 
that our Saviour. tells them they knew_ not what they worfhip- 
ped, John.iy. 22. 


2,. Concerning the Ifraclites that were carried into the land 


of Affyria. The hiftorian. has occafion to fpeak of them, ver. 
33- -fhewing that their. fucceffors-in the land did as they had 
done, after the manner of the nations whom they carried away $ 
they worthipped both the God of Ifrael and thofe other gods. 
But what did the captives do in the land of their affli@ion? 
Were they reformed, and brought to repentance by their trou- 
bles?+ No, they do after the former manner, ver. 34. When 
the two tribes were afterwards carried into Babylon, they were 
cured by.it.of their idolatry, and therefore. after feventy years 
they were brought back with joy ; but the ten. tribes were har- 


dened in the furnace, and therefore were july loft in it, and 


left to, perifh.. 

This obftinacy of theirs is here aggravated by the confider- 
ation, (1.) Of the honour God had put upon thern,:as the 
feed of Jacob, whom he named Lrael, and from him they were 
fo named, but were.a reproach to that wo rihy name by which 
they were called. (2z.) Of the covenant he made with them, 
and the charge -he gave them upon that-covenant;'which is 
here fully recited, that they thould fear and Serve the Lord Fe- 
hovah only, who had brought them up out of Egypt. ver. 36. ; 
that having received his ftatutes and ordinances in writing, 
they fhould od/erve to’do them Jor evermore, ver. 37. and ne- 
ver forget that covenant which God had made with them, the 
ptomifes and: conditions of that, covenant, efpecially, that great 


article of.it which is: bere thrice repeated, becaufe it had been - 


fo cft inculcated, and fo much infifted on, that they /bould not 
, He had told them, that if they kept ‘clofe 
to him, he would desiver them out of the hands of all their’ ene- 
mies, ver. 39. ; yet when they »were in the hand of their ene- 
miesyand:{tood, inineed, of deliverance, “they were fo ftupid, ’ 
and had fo little fenfe of their own ; intereft, that they did af- 


, ter the former manner, ver. 4o. they ferved both the true 


“God, and fulfe gods, as if they knew no difference. ‘Ephraim 
as yomed to tdols, let hint\alone ; fo they did, and fo did ‘the na- 
‘tions that fucceeded them, 
then? are we, better than they2 No,in no wife; for both Jews 
and Gentiles are_all under Jit, Rom. lil, Qe 


VU Mo, CASTES Ts APR errr 
When the'prophet bad conderened: Ephraim for lies and de 
10 cetty he comforted binfels with thes, that Judah yet ruled 
j swith God, and was. faithful with the moft holy, Hof. xi. 
_ 12. Ldtwas a very melancholy view which the loft chap- 
fer gave us of the defolatians of Efrael; but this chapter 
Shews us the affairs of Fudab in a good poture at the {cme 
tame, that it may appear God has not quite caft off she 
41 Jeed 


Well might the apoftle afk, What 
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feed of Abraham, Rom. xi. 1. Hezekiah is bere upon 
the throne, 1. Reforming his kingdom, ver. 1,—6. LI. 
Prolpering in all bis undertakings, yer. 7, 8. and this at 
the fame time.when the ten tribes were led captive, ver. 9, 
12. Til, Yet invaded by Sennacherib, the king of Affy- 
ria, ver. 13. bis country put under contribution, vet. 
14,16. Jernfalem befieged, ver. 14. God blafphem- 
ed, himfelf reviled, and bis people folicited to revolt, in 
a virulent fpeech made by Rabfhakeh, ver. 18,—34+: 
but how well it ended, and how much to the honour and 
comfort of our great reformer, we fhall find in the next 
chapter. 
JOW it came to pafs in the third year of 
i Hofhea fon of Elah king of Ifrael, zhat 
Hezekiah the fon of Ahaz king of Judah be- 
gan to reign. 2 Twenty and five years old 
was he when he began to reign, and he reigned 
twenty and nine years in Jerufalem: his mo- 
ther’s name alfo was Abi the daughter of Za- 
chariah. - 3 And he did that which wes right 
in the fight of the Lorp, according to all that 
David his father did. 4 He removed the 
thigh places, and brake the images, and cut 
down the groves, and brake in pieces the brafen 
ferpent that Mofes had made: for unto thofe 
days the children of Ifrael did burn incenfe to 
it: and he called it Nehufhtan. § He trufted 
in the Lorp God of Ifrael, fo that after him 
was none like him among all the kings of Ju- 
dah, nor any that were before him. 6 For he 


_ clave to the Lorn, and departed not from fol- 


lowing him, but kept his commandments, which 
the Lorp commanded Mofes. 7And the Lorp 
was with him, avd he profpered whitherfoever 
he went forth: and he rebelled againft the 
king of Affyria, and ferved him not. 8 He 
{mote the Philiftines, even unto Gaza, and the 
borders thereof, trom the tower of the watch- 
men to the fenced city, 
- We have here a general account of the reign of Hezekiah. 
it appears, by comparing his age with his father’s, that he 
was born when his: father was about eleven or twelve years 
old: divine provdénce fo ordering that he might be of full 
age, and fit for bufinefs then, when the meafure of his father’s 
miquity fhould be full. Here is, 

1. His great piety, which was the more wonderful, becaufe 
his father was very wicked and vile, one of the worft of the 


_ kings, yet he one of the beft; which may intimate to us, (s.) 


That what good there is in any, it is not of nature, but of 
grace, free grace, fovereign grace, which, contrary to nature, 
grafts into the good olive that which was wild by nature, 
Rom. xi. 24. (2.) That that grace gets over the preateft dif- 
ficulties and difadvantages.. Ahaz, it is likely, gave his fon a 
bad education as well as a bad example; Urjah, his prieft, 


. perhaps, had the tuition of him; his attendants and compa- 


nions, we may fuppofe, fuch as were addied to idolatry ; 

and yet Hezekiah became eminently good’ When God’s grace 

will work, what can hinder it ? such ty 
iff, He was a genuine fon of David, though he had a great 


many degenerate ones: yer. 3. He did that which was right, 


KT ee ee 


Chap. XVII. 


according to all that David his father did, with whom the co- 
venant was made, and therefore was entitled to the benefit of 
it. We have read of fome of them who did that which was 
right, but not like David, chap. xiv. 3. they.did not love God’s 
ordinances, nor cleave to them {6 as he did: but Hezekiah 
was.a fecond David, had fuch a love for God’s word and 
God?’s houfe as he had. Let us not be frightened with an 
apprehenfion of thie continual decay of virtue, as if, when. 
times and men are bad, they muft needs of courfe prow worfe- 
and worfe; that doth not follow, for after many bad kings, 
God raifed up one that was like David himfelf. ; 

2dly, He was a zealous reformer of his kingdom, and, as 
we find, 2 Chron. xxix. 3; he began betimes to be fo, fell to 
work as foon as ever he came to the crown, and loft no time. 
He fourid his kingdom very corrupt, the people, in all things 
too fuperftitious ; they had always been fo, but in the laft reign 
worfe than ever; by the influence of his wicked father, a de- 
luge of idolatry had overfpread the Jand. His fpirit was ftir= 
red again{t it; we may fuppofe, as St. Paul’s at Athens, while 
his father lived ; and therefore as foon as ever he had power 
in his hands, he fet himfelf to abolith it, ver. 4. though, con 
fidering how the people were wedded to it, he might think it 
could not be done without oppofition. =) 

(1.) The images and the groves were downright idolatrous,. 
and of Heathenith original, thofe he broke and  deftroyed. 
Though his own father had fet them up, and fhewed-an affec- 
tion. for them, that thould not protect them. - We mult never 
difhonour God in honour to our earthly parents. ta 

(2.) The high places, though they had been fometimes ur 


| fed by prophets upon fpecial occafions, and had been hitherto 


connived at by the good kings; yet becaufe they were an af- 
front to the temple, and a breach of the law, whic required 
them to worfhip there only, and being from under the infpec- 
tion of the priefts, gave opportunity for the introducing of ido= 
latrous ufages. Hezekiah, who made God’s word his rule, 


not the exaniple of his predeceffors, removed them, made-.a 


law for the removal of them, the demolifhing of the chapelss. 


| tabernacles, and altars there ereéted, and the fupprefling of the: 
| ufe of them; which law was put~in execution with vigour. 
| And, it is probable, the terrible judgments which the kingdom 
‘of Ifrael was now under for their idolatry, made Hezekiah. 


the more zealous, and the people the mote wiiling to comply _ 


| with him, It is well, when our neighbours harms ate’ our - 


warnings, fl ateltis 
'(3.) The brafen ferpent was originally of divine inftitution,. 
anid yet, becaufe it had been abufed to idolatty, he broke it to 
pieces.x—The children of Ifrael had brought that with them to 
Canaan, Where they fet it up we are not told, but it feems:. 
it had been carefully preferved, as a memorial of God’s good= _ 
nefs to their fathers in the wildernefs, and 4 traditional evi- 
dence of the truth of that ftory; Numb. xxi. 9. for the encou-: 


| ragement of the fick, to apply themfelves to God for a cute,. 


and of penitent finners, to apply themfelves to him for mercy. 
But, in procefs of time, when they bepan to worfhip the crea= 
ture more than the Creator, they that would not worfhip ima- 
ges borrowed from the Heathen, as fome of their neighbours 
did, were drawn in by the tempter to burn iadeu le tehibd Ripa 
fen ferpent, becaufe that was miade by order from God him-- 
felf, and had been an inftrument of good to them. But Hes 
zekiah, in his pious zeal for God’s honour, not only forbade 
the people to worfhip it, but that it might never be fo abufed 
afy more, he fhewed the people that itswas Nehufhtan, no- 
thing elfe but a.piece of brafs, and that therefore it was an idle 
wicked thing to burn incenfe to it, and then broke it to piecess. 
that is; as Bifhop Patrick expounds it, ground it to powder,. 
which he {eatteted in the air; that no fragment Of it. might re=. 
. main. 
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main. If any think the jut hoaour of the brafen ferpent was 
hereby diminifhed, they will find it abundantly made up again, 
Joho tii. 14.-where ‘our Saviour: makes it a type of himfelf. 
Good things, when idolized, are better parted with than kept, 

3dly, Herein he was anonfuch, ver. 5. none of all the kings 
of Judah weré like him, either beforé or after bim. Two things 
hewas eminent for in his. reformation. (1-} Courage-and 
confidence in God. In abolifhing idolatry, there was danger 
of difobliging his fabjeas, and. provoking them to rebels but Se 
trufled in the Lord God of Ifrael, to bear him out ia what he 
did, and fave him harmlefs.. A. firm belief of God's all-fafti. 
ciency to protect and reward us, will conduce much to make 
us fincere, bold, and Vigorons inthe way of onr duty, like He- 


zekiah. When he came to the crown, he found his kingdom | 
compaffed with enemies; ‘but he did not feek for fuccour to | 


foreign aids, as his father did, but trafted the God of Tfrael to 
be the keeper of Ifiael, (2.) Conftancy and: perfeverance in 
his duty, - For this there was none like him, that he clave to 
the Lord with a fixed refolution, and never departed from fol- 


lowing him, ver. 6. Some of his predeceffors that begun well, 


fell off; but he, like Caleb, followed the Lord fully. He not 


only abolithed all idolatrous ufages, but kept God’s command: 
ments, and.in every thing made confcience of his duty. 

2. His great profperity, ver. 7, 8. He-was with God, and 
then God was with him: and having the fpecial prefence of 
God with him, be 'profpered whitherfoever he went, had won- 
derfl fuccefs in’ all his enterprifes, in his wars, his buildings, 
and efpecially his reformation; that good work was carried 
on with lefs difficulty than he could have expected. They 
that do God’s work with an eye'to his glory, and with confi- 
dence in his {trength; may expect to profper in it. Great is 
the truth, and will prevail.’ Finding “himfelf fuccefsful, (1) 
He threw off the yoke of the king of Affyria, which his father 
had bafely fubmitted to. This is ealled rebelling againft him, 
becaufe fo the king of Affyria called its but it was ‘really an 
afferting of the juft rights of his crown, which it was not in 
the power of ‘Ahaz to alienate,—If it was imprudently done to 
make this bold ftruggle fo foon, yet’ I fee not that it was, as 
fome think, unjuftly done... When he had thrown. out the i- 
dolatry of the nations, he might well throw off the yoke of 
their oppreffion. The furelt way to liberty, is to ferve God. 
(2.) He made a vigorous attack upon the Philiftines, and {mote 
them even unto Gaza, both the country-villages and the forti- 
fied towns, the tozwer of the watchmen, and the fenced cities, re- 
ducing thofe places which they had made themfelves matters 

of in his father’s time, 2 Chron. xxviii. 18. When he had 
purged out the corruptions his father had brought in, he might 
expect to recover the poffeflions his father had loft. Of his 

" victories over the Philiftines; Tfaiah prophefied, chap. xiy. 

7 28, &Fe, ; é ua} 
' 99 And it came to pafs in the fourth year 
of king Hezekiah, (which was the feventh year 
of Hothea fon of Elah king of Ifrael), shar Shal- 
maneler king of Aflyria came up againft Sama. 
ria, and befieged it, 10 And at the end of three 


years, they took it, even in the fixth year of | 


_ Hezekiah (that is, the ninth ‘year of Hothea 
king of Ifrael) Samaria was taken. r1 And the 
_ King of Affyria did carry away Ifrael into Affy- 
ia, and put them in Halah and in Habor by 
the river of Gozan, and in the’ Cities of the 
Medes: 12 Becaufe they obeyed not the voice 
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of the Lorb their God, but tranfereffed his co. 
venant, and all that Mofes the fervant of the 
Lorn commanded, and would not hear them, 
nor do them. 13 Y Now in the fourteenth year 
of king Hezekiah, did Sennacherib kfng of AL 
fyria come up againt all the enced cities of 
Judah, and took them. 14 And Hezekiah king 
of Judah fent to the king of Aff yria to Lachifh, 
faying, I have offended, return from me: that 
which thou putteit on me, I will bear, And 
the king of Affyria appointed unto Hezekiah 
king of Judah, 
and thirty talents of gold. r 5. And Hezekiah 
Save bin all the filver that was found in thie 
houfe of the Lorp, and in the treafures of the 
king’s houfe. 16 At that time did Hezekiah 
cut off the gold from the doors of the temple of 
the Lorn, and from the pillars which Hezekiah 
king of Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the 
king of Affyria. : Ui cide Stee 


The kingdom of Affyria was now grown confiderable, though 
we never read of it till the laft reign. Such’ changes there are 
in the affairs of nations and families : thofe that have been def. 
picable, become formidable ; and thofe,.on the contrary,’ are 
brought Jow, that have made a mighty noife and figure.. We 
have here an account, na gts) a: 

1. Of the fuccefs of Shalmanefer kitty of A ffyria againft Tf. 
rael, his. befieging Samaria, ver. Q. taking it, ver. ro. and car- 
rying the people into captivity, ver. r1.'with the reafon’ wh 
God brought this judgment upon them, ver. 12. /Becaufe they 
obeyed not the voice of the Lord their God. This was related 
more largely in the chaptet before 3 but it is here repeated, 
(1.) As that which ftirred up Hezekiah and his people to 
purge out idolatry with fo much zeal, becaufe they faw the 
tutn which it brought upon Ifrael, | When’ their neighbour’s 
heufe was on fire, and their own in danger, it was time to caft 
away the accurfed thing. (2.) As that which Hezekiah much 
lamented, but had not {trength to prevent. Though the ten 
tribes had revolted from, and often been vexatious to the houfe 


- of David, no longer ago. than in his father’s reign; yet, being’ 


of the feed of Ifrael, he could not be glad at their calamities. 
(3.) As that which laid Hezekiah and his kingdom open to 
the king of Affyria, and made it much more eafy for him to 
invade him. It is faid of the ten tribes here, that they would 
neither hear God’s commandments, nor do them, ver. 12. 
Many will be content to give God the hearing, that will give 
him ne more, Ezek. xxxiii, 31. but thefe here being refolved 
not to do their duty, did not care to hear of it. ote 


2. Of the attempt of Sennacherib the fucceeding king " 


Affyria againft Judah, ia which he was encouraged by his pre- 
deceflor’s fuccefs again{t Ifrael, whofe honours he would vie 
with, and whofe vigtories he would puth forward. The de- 
fcent he made upon Judah was a great calamity to that king« 


dom, by which God would try the faith of Hezekiah, and — 


chaftife the people, who are called an hypocritical nation, Ma. 
x. 6. becaufe they did not heartily comply with Hezekiah's 
reformation, nor willingly part with their idols, but kept them 
up in their hearts, and, perhaps, in their honfes, though’ their 
high places were removed. Even times of reformation may 
prove troublous times, made fo by thofe that oppofe ity and 
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three hundred talents of filver, . 


a 
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then the blame is laid upon the reformers. This calamity will 
appear great. upon Hezekiah, if we confider, 

rfl, How much he loft of his country, ver. 13. The king 
of Affyria took all or molt of the fenced cities of Judah, the 
fronticr-towes, and the garrifons, and then all the reft fell into 
his hands of courfe. The confufion which the country was 
put into by this invafion, is defcribed by the prophet, Ha. x. 
28 om Bde Glen Sy 
* adlly, How. he paid dear. for his peace, He faw Jerufalem 
irfelf in danger of falling into the enemy’s hand, as Samaria 
had done, and was willing to purchafe its fafety at the expence, 
(t.) Of a mean fubmiflion: L have offended in denying the 
vfual tribute, and am ready to make fatisfaction as fhall be: de- 
manded, ver..14, “Where was Hezekiah’s courage? where 
* his confidence in God? why did he not advife with Taiah, 
before he fent this freaking meflage? (2.) Of a vaft fum of 
money ; three hundred talents of filver, and thirty of gold ; * 
not to be paid annually, but as a prefent ranfom; above two 
hundred thoufand pounds. To raife this fum he was forced 
not only to empty the public treafures, ver. 15. but to take the 
gold plates off from the doors, of the temple, and from the pil- 
lars, ver, 16. .'Though the temple fanctified the gold which 
he had dedicated; yet the neceflity being urgent, he thought 
he might make as bold with that as his father David, whom 
he took for his pattern, did with the fhew-bread ; and that it 
was neither impious nor imprudent to give a.part for the pre- 
fervation of the whole. His father Ahaz had plundered the 
temple in contempt of it, 2 Chron. xxvili. 24. He had re- 
paid with interelt what his father took ; and now, with all due 
reverence, he only. begs leave to borrow it again in ari exigence, 
and for a greater good, with a refolution to reftore it in full, as 
foon as he fhould be in.a capacity to do it. _ 


17 4 And the king of Affyria fent Tartan, 
and Rabfaris; and Rab-fhakeh from Lachifh to 
king Hezekiah, with a great-hoit again{t. Jeru- 
falem: and they went up and came to Jerufa- 
lem: and when they were come up, they came | 
and ftood by the conduit of the upper pool, 
which is in the high-way of the fullers field. 
28 And when they had called to the king, there 
came out to them Eliakim the fon of Hilkiah, | 
which was over the houfehoid, and Shebna the 
{cribe, and Joah the fon of Afaph the recorder. : 
ag And Rab-fhakeh faid unto them, Speak ye 
now: to Hezekiah, Thus faith the great king, 
the king of Affytia, What confidence is this 
wherein thou trufteft?. 20 Thou fayeft, (but 
they are but vain words) J have counfel and — 
ftrength for the war: now on whom doft thou 
truft; that thou rebelleft‘againft me? 21 Now | 
behold, thou trufteft upon the ftaff of this’ brui- 
fed reed, even upon Egypt, on which if a man — 
Jean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: fo 7s — 
Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that truft on 
him. 22:Butif ye fay unto me, We truft in 
the Lorp our God : is not that he whofe high 
.places, and whofe altars Hezekiah hath taken 
away, and hath faid to Judah and Jerufalem, 
~¥e thall worfhip*before this altar in Jerufalem? 


& 
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‘part to fet riders upon them: 


Chap. XVII. 


23 Now therefore, I pray thee, give pledges te: 
my lord the king of Aflyria, and I will deliver 
thee two thoufand horfes, if thou be able on thy 
24 How then 
wilt thou turn away the face of one captain of 
the leaft of my matter’s fervants, and put thy 
truft on Egypt for chariots and for horfemen ? 
25 Am I now come up without the Lorp againit 
this place to deftroy it? The Lorn faid to me, 
go up againit this land, and deftroy it. 26’Then 
faid Eliakim the fon of Hilkiah, and’ Shebna, 
and Joah,.unto Rab-fhakeh, Speak, I pray thee, - 
to thy fervants in the: Syrian language, (for we 
underftand 77) and ‘talk not with us inthe Jews 
language, in the ears of the people that are om 
the wall. 27 But Rab-fhakeh faid unto them, 
Hath my mafter fent me to thy mafter, and to 
thee; to fpeak thefe words? bath he not fent me 
to the men, which fit on the wall, that they 
may eat their own dung, and drink their own 


-pifs with you? 28 Then Rab-fhakeh ftood and 


cried with a loud voice .in the Jews language,. 


and fpake, faying, Hear the word of the great 


king, the king’ of Affyria. 29 °Thus faith the 
king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you, for he fhall 
not be able to deliver. you out-of his hand: , 39. 
Neitherlet: Hezekiah: make you: truft. in: the 


Lorn, faying, the Lorp will furely deliver. us, 


and this city fhall not be delivered into the hand 
of the king of Affyria. 31 Hearken not unto 
Hezekiah: for thus. faith the king of Affyria, 
Make an agreement with me by a prefent, and 
come out to me, and then eat ye every man of 
his own vine, and eyery one of his fig-tree, and 
drink ye every one of the waters of his ciftern: 
32 Until I come and take you away to a Jand 
like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a 
land of bread and vineyards, a land of oil-olive; 
and of honey, ‘that ye may live and not die : 
and hearken not unto Hezekiah, when he per- 
fuadeth you, faying, the Lorn will deliver us . 
33 Hath any of the gods of the nation deliver-- 
ed at all his land out of the hand of the king of 
Affyria? 34 Where are the gods of Hamath, 
and of Arpad? where are the gods of Sephar- 
vaim, Hena, and Ivah? have they delivered Sa~ 


the Lorn fhould deliver Jerufalem ou 


_hand? 36 But the people held their peace, and 


anfiwered him not a word : for the king's com- 
mandment was, faying, Anfwer him not. 37 
Then came Eliakim the fon of Hilkiah, which 

“s : Was 


Chap. XVIIL. 


was over the houfehold,.and Shebna the {cribe, 
and Joah the fon of Afaph the recorder, to He- 
zekiah with ¢he7r clothes rent, and told him the 
words of Rab-fhakeh. 


Here is, 1. Jerufalem befieged by Sennacherib’s army, ver. 
17. He fent three of his great generals with-a great hoft a- 
gain{t Jerufalem. Is this the preat king, the king of Affyria? 
No, never call him fo; he is a bafe, falfe, perfidious man, and 
worthy to be made infamous to all ages. | Let him never be 
named with honour, that could do fuch a difhonourable thing 
as this, to take Hezekiah’s money, which he gave him npoa 
condition that he fhould withdraw his army; and then, inftead 
of quitting his country, according to agreement, to advance a- 
gainft his capital city, and not fend him his money again nei- 
ther. Thofe are wicked men indeed, and let them be never 
fo great, we will call them fo, whofe principle it is, not to.make 
themfelves flaves to their word any farther than is for their in- 


tereft. Now Hezekiah had too much reafon to repeat his trea- 


ty with Sennacherib, which had made him much the poorer, 


‘and never the fafer. 


2. Hezekiah, and the princes and people, railed upon by 
Rab-fhakeh, the chief fpeakeg of the three generals, and that 
had the moft fatirical genius. He was inftruéted, no doubt, 


~ by Sennacherib, what to fay, who intended hereby to pick a 
“new quarrel with Hezekiah. He had promifed, upon the re- 


ceipt of Hezekiah’s money, to withdraw his army, and there- 


“fore cannot for fhame make a forcible attack upon Jerufalem . 


inmediately ; butyhe fends Rab-fhakeh to perfuade Hezekiah 
to furrender it; and if he refufe, that hall ferve him for a pre- 
tence (and a very poor one) to befiege it ; and if it hold out, 


audience of the king himfelf at the conduit of the upper pool, 
without the-walls ;, but Hezekiah has the prudence to decline 


_a perfonal treaty, and fends three commifhoners, (the prime 


minifters of ftate,) to hear what he had to fay, but with a 
charge to them not to anfwer that fool according to his folly, 


ver. 36.5 for they could not convince him, but would certain- 
_ly provoke -hiny; and Hezekiah had learned of his father Da- 
:vid to believe, that then God would hear, when he as a deaf 


man heard not, Pfal. xxviii. 14, 15.—One interruption they 


_gave him’in his difcourfe, which was only to defire him that 
‘he would {peak to them now in the Syrian language, and they 


_ would confider of what he faid, and-report it to the king; and 


if they did not give him a fatisfatory anfwer, then he might: 
appeal to the people, by fpeaking in the Fews language, ver. 
20. This was a reafonable requeft, and agreeable to the cuf- 
tom of treaties, which is, that the plenipotentiaries fhould fettle 
matters between themfelves, before any thing be made public. 


Bat Eliakim did not confider what an unreafonable man he 
had to deal with, elfe he would not have made him this requett ; 


for it did but exafperate Rab-fhakeh, and make him the ‘more 
tude and boifterous, ver. 27. Againft all the rules of decen- 
cy and honour, inftead of treating with the commifhoners, he 
menaceth the foldiery, perfuades them to defert or ‘mutiny, 


_ threatens, if they-held ont, to reduce them. to_the laft extre- 


mities of famine ;, and then goes on with his difcourfe, the 
{cope of which is to perfuade Hezekiah, and his princes 


and people, to furrender the city. Obferve how, in order to 


‘this * 
any} He magnifies his mafter the king of Affyria. Once 
and again he calls him, That great-king, the king of Afyria, 


"ver. 19, 28. What an idol did he make of that prince whofe 


creature he was! God is the great king, but Sennacherib was 


“im his eye a little god; and he would poffefs them with the ; 
g fame veneration for him that be bad, aod thereby frighten 
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.to take it by ftorm. Rab-fhakeh has the impudence to defire . 
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them into a fubmiflion to him. But to thofe who by faith fee 
the King of kings, in his power and glory, even the king of 
Affyria looks mean and little. What are the greatélt of men, 
when either they come to compate with God, or God comes 
to contend with him? Pal. Ixxxii. 6, 7. 

2dly, He endeavours to make them believe, that it would 
bz much for their advantage to furrender. If they held out, 
they muft expe no other but to eat their own dung, by rea» 
fon of the want of provifions, which would be entirely cut» off 
from them by the befiegers ; but if they would capitulate, feek 
his favour with a prefent, and caft themflves upon his metcy,- 
he would give them very good treatment, ver. 31. T won 
der with what face Rabfhakeh could {peak of making an abree- 
ment with a prefent, when his mafter had fo lately broke the 
agreement Hezekiah made with him, with that great prefent, 
ver. 14. Can thof2 expe to be trufted, that have been fo 
grofsly perfidious ?-but ad populum phaleras. He thinks to: 
footh all up with a promife, that if they would furrender upon 
difcretion, though they mult exp2& to be prifoners and cap- 
tives, yet it would really be happy for them’ to be fo. “One 
would wonder he fhould ever think to prevail by fuch grofs 
fuggeftion’s as thefe, but that the devil doth thus impofe upon 
finners every day by his temptations.—He will needs perfuade! 
them, (1.) That their imprifonment would be to their advans 
tage ; for they fhould eat every man of bis own vine, ver; 3 fe. 
Though the property of their eftates would be vetted in the 
conquerors, yet they fhould have the free ufe of them. “But” 
he doth not explain it now to them as he would afterwards; 
that it mult be underftood jult as much, and ju(t as long as the: 
conqueror pleafeth. (2.) That their captivity would be much. 
more to their advantage : will take you away to a land like 
your own land. And what the’ better would they be for that, 
when they muft have nothing in it to call their own. 

3dly, That which he aims at, efpecially, is to convince them . 
that it was to no purpofe.for them to ftand it out : What cons 
Jidence is this wherein thou truftef 2 So Ke he&ors over Heze- 
kiah, ver. 19. and for the people, ver. 20. Let not Hezekiah 
deceive you into your own ruin, for he fhall not.be able to deliven 
you: you mutt either bend or break. It were well if {inners 
would fubmit to the force of this argument, in making their 
peace with God. It is therefore our wifdom to yield to him;. 
begaufe it is in vain to contend with him. What confidence. 
ig that which thofe truft in, that ftand it out againit him? Are 
we fronger than he ? Or. what fhall we get by fetting briars. 
and thorns before a confuming fire? But Hezekiah. was not 
fo helplefs and defencelefs-as Rab-fiakeh would: here reprefent. 
him, ; 

Three things he fuppofeth Hezekiah might truft to, and he 
endeavours to make out the infufficiency: of each. 

(1-) His own military preparations: Thow /ayefl, I have. 
counfel and fIrength for the war 3 and. we find that fo he Had, 
2 Chron..xxxii. 3. But this Rab-fhakeh turns off with a 
flight: They are but vain words, thou art an unequal match 
for us, ver. 20, With the greateft haughtinefs and diflain 
imaginable, he challengeth-him-to produce two thoufand men- 
of all his people that knew how to fit.a horfe, and will venture 
to give him two thoufand_horfes if he can. 
ates that he had-no men, ornone fit to be foldiers, ver. 23. 
Thus he thinks to run him down ‘with confidence and banter; 


and will lay him any wager, that one captain of the lealt of his. 


matter’s fervants is-able to baffle him and all his forces. 

(2.)-His alliance with. Egypt. He fappofeth he trafted to 
Egypt for chariots and horfemen, ver. 24. becaufe the king of 
Ifrael had done fo ; and ofthis confidence he traly faith, it is 
a broken reed, ver. 21.; it will not only fail a man when he 
leans on it, and expects it to bear his weight, but iz qwil/ run 
. inter 


He falfely infinue-, 


’ 


vot. ama eet, 
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into his haad, and pierce it, and rent the fhoulder, as the pro- 


phet further illuftrates this fimilitude with application to Egypt, | 


Kzek. xxix. 6, 7: fo is the king of Egypt, faith he : And 
truly fo had the king of Affyria been to Ahaz, who ‘trufted 
in hima, but he diflreffed him, and firengtbened him not, 2 
Chron. xxviil. 20. They that troft to any arm of flefh, will 
find it no better than a broken reed ; but God is the rock of 
Ages. : 
(3:) His intereft in God, and relation to him. This was 
indeed the confidence in which Hezekiah trufted, ver. 22.: 
he fupported himfelf by depending on the power and promife 
of God, with this he encouraged himfelf and his people, ver. 
30. The Lord will furely deliver ys, and again, ver. 32. This 
he was fenfible was their great {tay ; and therefore he is moft 
large in his endeavours to fhake this, as David’s enemies, who 
ufed all the arts they had to drive him from his confidence in 
God, Pfal. iii. 2. xi, 1. and thus did Chrift’s enemies, Matth. 
XXVil. 4.3, 

Three things Rab-fhakeh fuggefts to difcourage their confi- 
dence in God, and they are all falfe, 

{1.) That Hezekiah had forfeited God’s protection, and 
thrown himfelf out of it, dy de/roying the high places, and the 
allars, ver. 22. Here he meafures the God of TIfrael by the 
gods of the Heathen, who delighted in the multitude of altars 
and temples; and concludes that Hezekiah had given a great 
offence to the God of Ifrael,’in obliging his people to one altar. 
Thus is one of the beft deeds that ever he did in his life, mif- 
con{trued as impious and profane, by one that did not or would 


not know the law of the God of Ifrael. If that be reprefent- 


ed, by ignorant and malicious men, as evil and a provocation 
to God, which is really good and pleafing to him, we muft not 
think it ftrange. If this was to be facrilegious, Hezekiah would 
ever be fo. 


(2.) That God had given orders for the deftru@tion of Je- | 


rufalem at this time: ver. 25. 4m J now come up without the 
Lord? This is all banter and rhodomontade; he did not 
himfelf think he had any commiffion from God to do what he 
did, by whom fhould he have it? but he heétors thus to amufe 
and terrify the people that were on the wall.—If he had any 


colour at all for what he faid, it might be taken from the notice — 


which, perhaps, he had by the writings of the prophets, of the 
hand of God, in the deftruétion of the ten tribes, and he 
thought he had as good a warrant for the feizing of Jerufalem 
as of Samaria. Many that have fought againft God, have pre- 
tended commiffions from him. a 
(3.) That if Jehovah, the God of Ifrael, fhould undertak 
to protect them from the king of Affyria, yet he was not able 


to do it; with this blafphemy he coneludes his fpeech, ver. 


33, 349 35- comparing the God of Ifrael with the gods of the. 
nations whom he had conquered, and putting him upon the 
Jeyél with them ; and concluding, that becaufe they could not 
defend and deliver their worfhippers, the God of Ifrael could 
nat defend and deliver his. See here, [1.] His pride ; every 
city he had conquered, he reckoned himfelf to have conquered 


the gods of that city, and valued himfelf mightily upon it. His 


high opinion of the idols, made him have a. high opinion of 
himfelf, as too hard for them. [2.] His profanenefs. The 


‘God of Ifrael was not a local diety, but the God of the whole 


earth, the only living and true God, the Ancient of days, and 


shad many a time proved himfelf to be above all gods ; yet he 


makes no more of him than of the upltart fi€titious gods of 
Hamath and Arpad, unfairly arguing, that the geds (as fome 
now fay, the priefts), of all religions are the fame, and himfelf 


-above them all. ‘The tradition of the Jews is, that Rab-fhakeh 
was an apoftate Jew, which made him fo ready in the Jews 
Janguage ;, and if fo, his ignorance of the God of Ifrael was 


‘Chap, X15 


the Iefs excnfeable, and his enmity the lefs ftrange’; for ap 
{tates are commonly the moft bitter and fpiteful, enemies wi 
nefs Julian. —A great deal of art and management, it muft t 
owned, there is in this {peech of Rab-thakeh’s, but withal, 
great deal of pride, malice, falfehood, and blafphemy ; one pra 
of fincerity would have been worth all this wit and rhetoric. 
Lafily, We are told what the commiffioners on Hezekiah 
part did. (1.) They held their peace, not for want of fom 
thing to fay, both on God?’s behalf and Hezekiah’s; they migl 
eafily and juftly have upbraided him with his mafter’s treacher 
and breach of faith, and have afked him what ‘religion encot 


_ raged him to hope that that would profper ? at leaft, the 


might have given him that ‘grave hint which Ahab gave t¢ 
Ben-hadad’s like infolent demands, Let not him that gitdet 
on the harnefs boaft as tho’ he had put it off; but the king ha 
commanded them not to anfwer him, and they obferved thei 
inftructions. There is a time to keep filence as well as’a’tim 
to fpeak ; and there are thofe to whom to offer any thing reli 
gious or rational, is to caft perils before fwine; what fhoulc 
one talk toa madman? It is likely their filence made Rab. 
fhakeh yet more proud and fecure, and fo his heart was lifted 
up and hardened to his own defiruction. (2.) They rent thei 
clothes, in deteftation of his blafphemy, and in grief for the de. 
fpifed, afflicted condition of filicn, ‘the reproach. of which 


~ was a burden to them. (3.) They faithfully reported the mat. 


ter to the king their mafter, and told him the words of Rab- 

JShakeh, that he might confider what was to.be done, what conrfe 
they fhould take, and what anfwer they fhould return to Rab- 
fhakeh’s fummons, Gah d htiuad sheet 


a CEU A Pe ER eb cel uae 
Jerufalem’s great difire/s we read of in the foregoing chapter, 
and left it befieged, tnfulted, threatened, terrified, and puft 
ready to be fwallowed up by the Affjrian army 3 but in 
this chapter we have an account af its glorious deliverance, 
not by /word or bow, but by prayer and prophecy, and by 
the band of an angel. 1. Hezekiah, in a great concern, 
Sent to the prophet Latah to defire his prayers, ver. t= 6. 
and received from bim an anfwer of, peace, ver. 6,75 TI. 
Sennacherth Jent a letter to Hezekiah, to: frighten him inte 
a furrender, ver. 8-13. 11. Hezebkiah thereupon, by a 
very folemn prayer, recommended bis café to God, the 
righteaus judge, and begged help from him, ver. 14,—10. 
IV. Gad, by Tfaiah, Jent him a very comfortable meffage, 
affuring him of dekverance, ver. 20,—34. V. The army 
of the Affyriaxs was all cut off by an angel, and Senna- 
cherib bimfelf flain by his own fons, ver. 35,—3%. And 
Jo God glorified himfelf, and faved his people. 


ND it came to pafs when king Hezekiah 

“4 heard 74, that he rent his clothes, and co- 
vered himfelf with fackcloth, and went into the 
houfe of the Lorp. 2 And he fent Eliakim, 


which was over the houfehold, and Shebna the 


{cribe, and the elders of the priefts, covered 
with fackcloth, to faiah the prophet, the fon 


of Amos. 3 And they faid unto him, Thus 


faith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, 
and of rebuke, and blafphemy: for the chil- 
dren are come to be birth, and there is not 


| ftrength to bring forth. 4 It may be the Lorp 


thy God will hear all the words of Rab-fhakeh, 
whom the king of Ailyria his mafter hath fent 
Ce ae Ma to 


f 
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- to reproach the living God; and will reprove 
_ the words which the Lorp thy God hath heard : 
wherefore lift up zhy prayer for the remnant 
that are left. - 5 So the fervants of king Heze- 
Kiah came to Taiah. 6 4 And Lfaiah faid un- 
to them, Thus fhall ye fay to your matter, Thus 
faith the Lorn, Be not afraid of the words which 
thou hatt heard, with which the férvants of the 
king of Affyria have blafphemed me. 7 Be- 
hold, 1 will fend a blaft upon him, and he fhall 
hear a rumour, and {hall return to his own land, 
and I will caufe him to fall by the fword in his 
own land.: 
~The contents of Rab-fhakeh’s fpeech being brought to He- 
- Zekiah, one would have expected (and it is likely Rab-fhakeh 
did expeét) he fhould have called a council of war, and it 
fhould have been debated, whether it was beft to capitulate or: 
no. Before the fiege he had taken coun/el with his princes, and 
_ bis mighty men, 2 Chron. xxxii. 3. but that would not do now. 
His preateft reliefis,' that he has a God to. go to; and what 
pafled between him and his God on this occafion, we have 
here an account of. 
1. Hezekiah difcovered a mighty concern at the difhonour 
_ done God by Rab-fhakeh’s blafpliemy. When he heard it, 
theugh at fecond hand, he rent his clothes, and covered himfelf 
_ with fackcloth, ver. 1. Good men ufed to do fo when they 


heard of any reproach ¢aft' on God’s name; and great men. 


~ muft not think it any difparagement to them to fympathize with. 
the injured honour of the great God... Royal robes are ‘not 
t00 good to be rent, nor royal fleth too good to be clothed with 
fackcloth, in. humiliation for indignities done to God, and for 

« the perils and fights of his Jerufalem.. This God now called 


to, and was difpleafed ‘with thofe who were not thus affected, 


_ Tf, xxii. 12, 13, 14. Bebold joy and gladnefs, flaying oxen and 
Rilling foeep; though.it was a day.of trouble and perplexity in the 
valley of vifion, which refers to this very. event; the king in 
fackcloth, but many. of his fubjects in foft clothing. 

_ 2. He went upto the houfe of the Lord,.according to the ex- 
ample of the pfalmift, who, when he was grieved at the. pride 
and profperity of the wicked, went into the fan@uary of God, 
and there underflood their end, Pial. Ixxiii. 17. He went to 
the houfe of God to meditate and pray, and get his fpirit-into 
a fedate, compofed frame under this rufle.. He was not con- 

fidering what anfwer to return to.Rab-fhakeh, ‘but refers. him- 
felf to God, Thou fhalt anfwer Lord for me, Herbert. In 
the houfe of the Lord he found a place both of re{t and refuge, 

_a.treafury, a magazine, a counciJ-chamber, and all he needed, 
all in God. Note, When'the church’s enemies are very dar- 
ing and threatening, it is the wifdom and duty of the church’s 
friends to apply themfelves ta'God, appeal to him, and leave 
their caufe with him. : i : 

3. He fent to the prophet Ifaiah, by honourable meflengers, 
in token of the great refpect he had for him, to defire his pray- 
ers, ver. 2, 35 4. Eliakim and Shebna were two of thofe that 
had heard the words of Rab-thakeh, and were the better able 
both to poffefs and to affect Ifuiah with the cafe. The elders 
of the priefts were to pray for the people themfelves in time of 
trouble, Joel ii. 17.; but they muft*go to engage Haiah’s pray- 


ers, becaufe he could pray better, and had a better intereft.in « 


heaven, The meffengers wete to go in fackcloth, becaufe they 
were to reprefent the king, who was fo clothed. Their errand 
to Tfaiah was, Lift up the prayer for the remnant ihat are left, 
3, ¢. for Judah, which is but a rembant, now. the ten tribes are 


‘N 
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-fhould be, in recompenfe of his care to do his duty, ver. 6, 7. 


. They are but words, though big words, and hot words ; and 
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gore; for Jerufalem, which is but a remmant, how ths defenced 

cities of Judah are taken. Note, (1.) Itis very delirable, and 

what we Should be defirous of when we are in trouble, to have 

the prayers of our friends for us. In begging it, we honour 

God, we honour prayer, and we honout our brethren, (2.) 

When we defite the prayers of others for us, that muft not ¢x~ 

cufe us from praying for ourfelves. When Hezekiah fent to 

Ifaiah to pray for him, he himfelf went into the howfe of the 

Lord, to offer up his own prayers.. (3:) Thofe who fpeak - 

from God to us, we fhould in a particular manner défire to: 

fpeak to God for us. He if a prophet, and he foall pray for 

thee, Gen. xx. 7. The great prophet is the great interceffor. 

(4.) Thole are likely to prevail with God that Lift up their 
prayers, z..e.. that lift up their hearts in prayer. (5.) Wher 

the interefts. of God’s.church are. brought very low, {© that 

there is but a remnant left, few friends, and thofe weak and at 

a lofs, then it is time to Lift up our prayer for that remnant. * 
Two things are urged to Muiah, to engage his prayérs for 
them. ; 2 : 
tf, Their fears of the enemy, ver. 3. He, is infolent and + 

haughty ; it is a day of rebuke and bla/phemy, we are defpifed, 

4sod is difhonoured ; upon this account it is a day of trouble, | 

never. was fuch a king and kingdom fo trampled on and abvfed . 

as we are; our foul is exceedingly filled with the contempt of the 
proad ; and.it\is a fword in our bones, to hear thei reproach 

our confidence in. God, and fay, Where is now yout God? 

And, which is wort of all, we fee not -which way we can help 
ourfelves, and get clear of the reproach. Our caufe is good, 
our,people are faithful, but we are quite overpowered with | “ 
numbers... The. children are brought to the birth, now is the 

time, the critical moment, when, if ever, we mult be relieved ; . / _ 
one fuecefsful blow given to the enemy would.do her bufinefs. 

But, alas, we are not able to give it; there is not firength ts toy 
bring forth.. Our. cafe is as deplorable, and calls for as {fpeedy ‘ 
help, as that of a wonian in travail, that ig quite {pent with her 

throes, fo-that fhe has-not ftrength to bear the child. Com- 

pate with this Hof. xi. 13. We are ready. to perith; if 

thou canft do.any thing, have compafion upon.us, and help us. | 

2dly, Their hopes in God. ‘l’o him they look, on him they’ Pee 

depend to appear for them; one word from him will turn the ~ : 
fcale, and fave the finking remnant; if he but reprove the words.” 
of Rab-fhakeb, 4. ¢. difprove them, ver. 4. if he undertake to 
convince and, confound the blafphemer, all will be well. And 
this they truft he will do; not for their merit’s fake, but for his 
own honour’s fake, becaufe he has reproached the liviag God, 
by levelling him with dead and dumb idols: They have reafon- 
to think the iffie will be good ; for they can intereft’God in i 
the quarrel, Pfal. Ixxiv. 22. Arifey O God, plead thine own | ae 
caufe. He is the Lord thy God, (fay they to Ifaiah), thine, _ F 
whofe glory thou art concerned for, and -whofe favour thou art 
interefted in. He hath heard and known the blafphemous 
words of Rab-fhakeh ; and:therefore it may be he will hear and 
tebuke them. , We hope>he will. Help us with thy prayers 
to.bring the caufe before him, and thea we are content to leave - 
it with him, ‘ 

4. God, by Ifaiah, fent-to Hezekiah to affure him, that he 
_would glorify himfelf in the ruin of the Affyrians, Hezekiah . 
fent to Ifaiah, not to inquire concerning the event, as many 
did.that fent to.the prophets, Shall Trecover? or the like; but 
‘to defire his afiftance in the duty. ‘That was.it ke was folici- 
tous about ;.and therefore God I&& him know what the event 


(1.) God interefts himfelf in the caufe:. They have blafphem- 
ed me. (2.) He. encourages Hezekiah, who was much dif-’ 
mayed: Be not afraid of the words which thou. ha? heard. 


words.. 
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words are but wind. - (3.) He promifeth to frighten the king 
of Affyria worfe than Rab-fhekah had frightened him: J will 
find a bla up him, that peftilential- breath which killed his 
army, upon which terrors fhall feize him, and drive him into 
-his owa country, there death fhall meet him. This fhort threa- 
tening from the mouth of God would do execution, when all 
the impotent menaces that came from Rab-fhakeh’s mouth 
would vanith into air. : 

8 Yf So Rab-fhakeh returned, and found. the 
king of Aflyria warring. againft Libnah: for he 
had. heard that he was departed from Lachith. 
9g And when he heard fay of Tirhakah king of 
Ethiopia, Behold, he is come out to fight againtt 
thee: he fent meffengers again unto Hezekiah, 
faying, 10 Thus thall ye {peak to. Hezekiah 
King of Judah, faying, Let not thy God in whom 
thou trufteft, deceive thee, faying, Jerufalem 
fhall not be delivered into the hand of the king 
of Affyria. 11 Behold, thou hat heard what 


the kings of Affyria have done to all lands, by” 


deftroying them utterly: and fhalt thou be de- 
livered? 12 Have the gods of the nations de- 
livered them which my fathers have'deftroyed ? 
as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the 
children of Eden which were in Thelafar? 1 E 
Where #s the king of Hamath, and the king of 
Arpad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, 
of Hena, and Ivah? x14 @ And Hezekiah re- 
ceived the letter of the hand of the metflengers, 
and read it: and Hezekiah went up into the 
houfe of the Lorn, and fpread it before the 
Dorp, 15 And Hezekiah prayed before the 
Lorn, and faid, O Lorn God’ of Ifrael, who 
dwellefi between the cherubims, thou art the 
God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of 
the earth, thou haft made heaven and earth. 
16 Lorp, bow down thine ear, and hear: open, 
Lorn, thine eyes, and fee: and hear the words 
of Sennacherib, which hath fent him to reproach 
the living God. 17 Of a truth, Lorn, the kings 
of Affyria have deftroyed the nations, and their 
lands. 18 And have caft their gods. into the 
fire : for they were no gods, but the work. of 
mens hands, wood and {tone :> therefore they 
“have deftroyed them. 1g Now therefore; O 
Lorp our God, I befeech thee, fave thou us out 
of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth 
may know that thou.art the Lorn God, even 
thou only. ang a 
Rab-fhakeh having delivered his meflage, and received no 
_anfwer, (which filence, whether he took it for a confent or a 
flight, doth not appear,) left his army before Jerufalem, under 
the command of the other generals, and went himfelf to attend 
the king his mater for farther orders. He found him befieg- 
ing Libnah, a city that had revolted from Judah, chap. vill. 22, 
Whether he had taken Lachith Or no is not certain ; fome think 


ff, He adores the God whom Sennacherib had blafph 


| culiar people; and the God tha: dwelt between the cheru 
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he departed from it, becaufe he found the taking of it imprac 
ticable, ver. 8. However, he was now alarmed with the ru 


| mour, that the king of the Cuthites, who bordered. upon the 


Arabians, was coming out againft him with a great army, ver. 
g. This’ made him very defirous to gain Jerufalem’ with al 
{peed :) to take it by force would coft him more time and mef 
than he could well {pare, and therefore he renews his attack 
upon Hezekiah, to perfuade him tamely to furrender it. Ha. 
ving found him an eafy man once, chap. xviii. 14.-when he 
faid, That which thou puttef on me I will bear, he hoped again 
to frighten him into a fubmiffion, but in vain. Here, — 
1. Sennacherib fends a letter to Hezekiah, a railing letter, 
a blafphemous. letteg, to perfuade him to furrender Jerufalem, 
becaufe it would be to. no purpofe for him to think of {tanding 
it out. His’ letter is to the fame purpofe with Rab-thakeh’s 
{peech ; there is nothing new offered in it? | Rab-fhakely had 
faid to the people, Let rot Hezekiah deceive you, chap. xvili. 
29. Sennacherib writes to Hezekiah, Let not thy God deceive 
thee, ver..10. Thofe that have the God of Facob for their 
help, and whofe hope is in the Lord their God, need not fear be- 
ing deceived by him, as the Heathens were by their gods.» - 
To terrify Hezekiah, and drive him from his anchors, he 
magnifies himfelf and his own atchievements. See how proud- 
ly he boafts, (1.) Of the lands he had conquered, ver. 11. all 
lands, and deftroyed utterly! How are the mole-hills of his vic- 
tories {welled to mountains. . So far was he frony deftroying 
all lands, that, at this time, the land of Cufh,and Tirhakah its 
king, were a terror to him. What vat hyperboles may one 
expect in proud mens praifes of thentfelves? (2.) Of the gods 
he had conquered, ver: 12. Each vanquithed nation had its 
gods, which were fo far from being able to deliver them, that 
they fell with them ; and fhall thy God deliver thee? (3) 
Of the kings he had conquered, ver. 13. the king of Hamath, 
and the king of Arpad. Whether he means the prince or the 
idol, he means to make himfelf appear greater-than either, and 
therefore very formidable, and the terror of the mighty in the 
land of the living, = ; ares Si es 
‘2. Hezekiah inclofeth this in another letter, a praying letter, 
a believing letter, and fends it to the King of kings; who jud- 
geth among the gods. Hezekiah was not fo haughty as not to 


“receive the letrer, though we may fuppofe the fuperfctiption did 


not give him his due titles; when he had received it, he was 
not fo carelefs as not to read it; when he had read it, he was 


not in {uch a paflion as to write an anfwer to it in the fame pro- 


voking language, but he immediately went up to the temple, 
prefented himfelf, and. then fpread the letier before the Lard,ver. 


14. Not as if God needed to have letters, he knew what was 


“in‘it before Hezekiah did 3; but hereby he’ fignified that he ac- 


knowledged God in all his ways ; that he defired not to aggra~ 
vate the injuries his enemies did him, or to make them appear 
worfe than they were, but defired they might be fet in a true 
light ; and that he referred himfelf to God and his righteous 
judgment upon the whole matter. Hereby likewife he would 
affect himfelf in the prayer he came to the temple to make, 
and we have need of all poffible helps to quicken us in that 
duty. : Deb tigrhhy Ng pores 


.. In the prayer which Hezekiah prayed over this letter, rd % 


ver. 15. calls him the God of Ijracl, becaufe Théel was his pee 
bims, 


+ 


becaufe there was the peculiar refidence of his glory upon earth 5 


_ but gives glory to him as the God of the whole earth, and not, 


as Sennacherib fancied him ‘to be, the God of Ifrael only, and 
confined to the temple: Let them fay what they will, thou art 


fovereign Lord, for thou art the God, the God of gods; fole 


Lord, even thou alone; univerfal Lord of all the kingdoms of 
: = : the 


+ 
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de earth ; and rightful Lord, for shou hoft made heaven Bor, 


_-<arth, Being Creator of all, by an uncontettable title thou art 


owner and ruler of all, 


___ 2dly, He appeals to God concerning the infolence and pro- | 
fanenefs of Sennacherib, ver, 16. Lord, bears Lord, fee. Here 


it is under his own hands here it is black and white. Had 


_ Hezekiah only been abufed, be would have pafled it by: but 


it is God, the hving God, that is reproached ; the jealous God. 


Lerd, what wilt thow do for thy great name? 


dly, He owns Sennacherib’s triumphs over the gods of the 
30 p g 


Heathen, but diftingnifheth between them and the God of If. 


, rael, ver. 17, 18, They have indeed caft their gods into the 


Jire ; for they were no yods, unable to help either themfelves or 
their Worfhippers, and therefore no wonder they have deftroy- 
“ed them; and in deftroying them, though they know it Hot, 
they really ferved the juftice and jealoufy of the God of Ifrael; 
who has determined to famifh all the gods of the Heathen, 
But they are deceived who think they can therefore be toohard 
for him. Heis none of the gods whom mens hands have 
made, but who has himfelf made all things, Pfal. cxv. By 4e 
4thly, He prays that God would now glorify himfelf in the 
-deteat of Sennacherib, and the deliverance of Jerufalem ont of 


“his hands, ver. 19. Now therefore fave us, for if we be con- 


quered, as other lands are, they will fay that thou art conquer- 
ed, as the gods of thofe lands were; bat, Lord, diftinguifh thy- 
{lf by diftinguifhing us ; and let all the world know, and be 


» made to confefs, that thou art the Lord God, the felf-exiftent, 
 fovereign God, even thou on/y, and thar all pretenders are va- 


nity anda lie. . Note, The beft pleas in prayer are thofe which 
are taken from God’s honour, and the concerns of that; and 


_ ; therefore the Lord’s prayer begins with Hallowed be thy name, 


and concludes with, Thine isthe glory, 


_20 9 Then Ifaiah the fon of Amoz fent to 
Hezekiah, faying, Thus faith the Lory God of 
Ifrael, That which thou haft prayed to me a- 
gainft Sennacherib king of Aftyria, I have heard. 
21 ‘This zs the word that the Lorp hath fpoken 


concerning him, The virgin, the daughter of 


“ion hath defpifed thee, and laughed thee to 
fcorn, the daugliter of Jerufalem hath fhaken 
her head at thee. 21 Whom haft thou reproach- 
_ed and blafphemed? and againft whom hatt thou 


_ exalted thy voice, and lift up thine eyes on high? 


even againft the holy Ove of Ifrael. 23 By thy 
metfiengers thou haft reproached the Lorn, and 


_haft faid, With the multitude of my chariots I 
_ am come up to the height of the mountains, to 


~ the fides of Lebanon, and will cut down the tall 


cedar-trees thereof, and the choice fir-trees there- 
of: and I will enter into the lodgings of his bor- 
ders, and into the foreft of his Carmel. 24.1 
have digged and drunk ftrange waters,and with 
the fole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers 
of befieged places. 25 Haft thou not heard long 


ago, bow I have done it, and of ancient times 


_ that I have formed it? now have I brought it to 
 pafs, that thou fhouldeft be to lay wafte fenced 


cities into ruinous heaps, 26 Therefore their 
Jnhabitants were of {mall power; they were dif- 
Vox. II. 
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mayed and confounded, they were ar the grafs 


of the field, and’ as the green herb, as the grafs 
on the houfe-tops, and as corn blafted before it 
be grown up. 27 But I know thy abode, and 
“thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage 
againit’me. 28 Becaufe thy rage againit me, 
and thy tumult is come up into mine ears, there- 
fore I will put my hook in thy nofe, and my 
bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by 
the way by which thou cameft. 29*And this 
/oail be a fign unto thee, Ye thall eat this year 
fuch things as grow of themfelves, and in the 


fecond year that which {pringeth of the fame, ~ 


and in the third year fow ye and reap, and plant 

vineyards, and eat the fruits thereof. 30 And 

the remnant that is efcaped of the houfe of Ju- 
dah, fhall yet again take root downward, and 
bear fruit upward. 31 For out of Jerufalem 
fhall go forth a remnant, and they that efcape, 
out of mount Zion: the zeal of the Lorp of hofts 
fhall do this. 32 Therefore thus faith the Lorp 
concerning the king of Affyria, He fhall not 
come into this city, nor fhoot an arrow there, 
Nor come before it with fhield, nor caft a bank 
againit it. 33 By the way that he came, by 
the fame fhall he return, and {hall not come in- 
to this city, faith the Lorp. 34 For I will de- 
fend this city to fave it, for mine own fake, and, 
for my fervant David’s fake. | 


We have here the gracious copious: anfwer which God gave 
to Hezekiah’s prayer. The meflage which he fent him by the 
fame hand, ver. 6, 7. one would think had been an anfwer fut 
ficient to his prayer ; but that he might have {trong confolation, 
he is encouraged by two immutable things, in which i was im- 
polfble for God to lie, Heb. vi. 18. In general, God affures 
him that his prayer was. héard, his prayer againft Sennacherib, 
ver. 20. Note, The cafe of thofe is miferable, that have the 
psayers of God’s people again{t them, for if the opprefled cry 
to God again{t the oppreflor, he will hear, Exod. xxii. 2 ae 
God hears and anfwers; hears with the faving firength of his 
right hand, Pfal. xx. 6. - ia 

This meffage {peaks two things. 

1. Confufion and fhame to Sennacherib, and his forces. It 
is here foretold, that he fhould be humbled and broken. The 
prophet elegantly direéts his {peech to him, as he doth, Ha. x. - 

5- O Affyrian, the red of mine anger. Not that this meffage 
* was fent to him, but what was here faid to him* he was made 
to’ know'by the event. Providence {poke it to him with a wit- 
nefs; and, perhaps, his own heart was made to whifper this to 
him; for God has more than one way of {peaking to finners 
in his wrath, fo as to vex them in his. Sore difpleafure, Pfal. ii. 5. 

Sennacherib is here reprefented, : 

if, As the {corn of Jerufalem, ver. 21. He thought him- 
felf the terror of the daughter of Zion, that chafte and beauti- 
ful virgin, and that by his threats he could force her to fubmit 
to. him ; but being a virgin in her Father’s houfe, and under 
his protection, fhe defies thee, defpifeth thee, laughs thee to 
fcorn. ‘Thine impotent malice is ridiculous; he that fits in 
heaven laughs at thee, and therefore fo do thofe that abide un- 

4K : der 


look upon them, and abafe them, Job xl. 11. 
figure doth Sennacherib think he makes! driving his chariots | 
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der his fhadow. 


By this word God intended to filence the 
fears of Hezekiah and his people. 


‘Though to an eye of fenfe 


the enemy looked formidabie, to an eye of faith he looked de- 


fpicable. ; d 

2dly, As an enemy to God, and that was enough to make 
him miferable. Hezekiah pleaded this; Lord, he has re- 
proached thee, ver. 16, So he has, faith God, and I take it 
as againft myfelf, ver. 22. Whom haft thou reproached? \s it 
not the holy One of Hrael ? whofe honour is-dear to him, and 
who has power to vindicate it, which the gods of the Heathen 


have not. Nemo me impune laceffit. 


3dly, Avs a proud vain-glorious fool, that {poke great fwel- | 


ling words of vanity, and boafted of a falfe gift, by his brags as 
well as by his threats, reproaching the Lord. For, (1.) He 
magnified his own atchievements out of meafure, and quite a- 
bove what really they were, ver. 23, 24. thou hat faid fo and 
fo. ‘This was not in the letter he wrote, but God lets. He- 
zekiah know he not only faw what was written there, but here 
what ‘he faid eHewhere ; probably, in the fpeeches he made to 
his councils or armies. Note, God takes notice of. the boafts 
of proud men, and will call them to an account, that he may 
What a mighty 


to the tops of the higheft mountains, forcing his way through 


“woods and rivers, breaking through all difficulties, and making 


himfelf mafter of all he had a mind of. “Nothing could ftand 
before him, or be with-held from him. No hills too high for 
him ‘to climb; ‘no trees too {trong for him to fell ; no waters 
too deep for him to dry up; as if he had the power of a God 
to {peak and it is done. 


ing, ver. 25, 26. Sennacherib, in his letter, had appealed to 
what Hezekiah had heard, ver. 11. Thou haji heard what the 
kings of Affjria have done; but, in anfwer to that, he is: mind- 
ed of what God has done for Ifrael of old, drying up the Red 
fea, leading them throygh the wildernefs, planting them in Ca- 
naan ; what are all thy doings to thefe?. And as for the defo- 
lations thou haft made.in the earth, and particularly in Judah, 


‘thou art but the inflrument in God’s hand, a mere tool ; it is 


1 that have brought it to pa/s ; I gave thee thy power, gave 
thee thy fuccefs, and made theé"what thou art ;. raifed thee up 
to lay wafte fenced cities, and fo to punifh them for their wic- 
kednefs, and therefore their inhabitants were of fmall power. 
What a foolifh infolent thing was it for him to exalt himfelf a- 


» bove God, and againft God, upon that which he had done by 


him and under him? Sennacherib’s brags here are expounded, 
Ifa. x. 13, 14. By the firength of my hand I have done it, and 


by my wifdom, &c. and they are anfwered, ver. 15. Shall the - 


ax boaft againft him that heweth therewith ? No}; it is abfurd 
for the fly upon the wheel to fay, What a duft-do [ make? or 
for the fword in the hand to fay, What execution do I do? If 
God be the principal agent in all that is done, boafting is for 
ever excluded. 

4thly, As under the check and rebuke of that God whom 
he blafphemed. All his motions were, (1.) Under the divine 
cognifance, ver. 27. J know thy abode, and what thou doft 


-fecretly devife and defign ; thy going out and coming in, march- 


es and counter-marches, and thy rage againft me and my peo- 
ple ; the tumult of thy paflions, the tumult of thy preparations, 
the noife and blufter thou make(t, I know it‘all. That was 
more than Hezekiah did, who wifhed for intelligence of the 
enemies motions ; but what needed it, when the eye of God 
was a conftant {py upon him? 2 Chron. xvi. g. (2.) Un- 
der the divine control, ver. 23. 1 will put my hook in thy nofe, 
thou great Leviathan, Job xli. 1, 2. my bridle in thy jaws, 


_ thou great Behemoth. I will reftrain thee, manage thee, tutn 


(2-) He took to himfelf the glory of 
doing thefe great things, whereas they were all: the Lord’s do-_ 


‘; 


NGS; 


thee where I pleafe, fend thee home, re infeéfa, like a fool, as 
thou cameft. Note, Jt is a great comfort to. all the church’s 
friends, that God has a hook in the nofe, and a bridle- in the 
jaws of all her enemies; can make even their wrath to ferve 
and praife him, and then reftrain the remainder of it: Here 
Jfoall its proud waves be flaid. 

2. Salvation and joy to» Hezekiah and his people. This 
fhall be a fign to them of God’s favour, and that he is recon- 
ciled to them, and his anger is turned away, Ma. xii. 1..a 
wonderin their eyes, (for fo a fign fometimes fignifies), a to- 
ken for good, and an earneft of the farther mercy God has in 
ftore for them, that a good iffue fhall be put to their prefent di- 
ftrefles in every refpect. * 

1/t, Provifions were fcarce and dear, and what fhofld they 
do for food? The fruits of the earth were devoured by the 
Affyrian army, Ifa. xxxii. 9, 160./@¢. Why, they fhall not’ 
only dwell in the land, but verily they /ball be fed. If God 
fave them,he, will not {tarve them, nor let them die by famine, 
when they had efcaped the {word : Eat ye this year that which 
groweth-of it/elf, and you fhall find enough of that. Did the 
Affyrians reap what‘ you fowed? you fhall reap what you did 
not fow. But the next year was the fabbatical year, when 
the land ‘was’ to reft, and they-muft neither fow nor reaps 
What muftthey do that year? Why, Fehovah jireh, The 
Lord will provide ; God’s blefling fhaft fave them feed and la- 
bour; and that year too the voluntary produéts of the earth 
fhall ferve to maintain them, to mind thent. that the earth 
brought forth before there was a’ man to till it; Gen. i. 12. and: 
then the third year their hufbandry fhould return into. its for- 
mer channel, and they fhould fow and reap as they ufed to do. 

2dly, The country was laid wafte, families were broken up 
and fcattered, and all was in confufion. - How should it, be o- 
therwife, when it was over-run by fuch an army ? As to this, 
it is promifed, that the remnant that is efcaped of the houfe of 
Judah, i.e, of the country people, fhall yet again be planted 
in their own habitations, upon their own eftates, fhall take root 
there, fhall-increafe and grow rich, ver, 30. See how their 
profperity is deferibed; it 1s taking root downward, and bear- 
ing fruit’ upward, being well fixed, and well proyided. for 
themfelves, and then doing good to’ others. Such is the prof- 
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“perity of the foul, it is, taking . root. downwards by, faith in 


Chrift, and then being fruitful in fruits of righteoufnefs.. 

3dly, The city was fhut up; none went out or came in, but 
now the remnant-in Jerufalem and Zion fhall go forth. freely, 
and there fhould be none to hinder them, or make them afraid, 
ver. 3t. Great deftruction had been made.both in city, and - 
country, but in both there was a remnant that efcaped, which 
typified the faved remnant of Ifraelites indeed, as. appears by 
comparing Ifa. x, 22, 23. which. {peaks of this yery event). 
with Rom. ix. 27, 28. they fhall go forth into the glorious li-- 
berty of the children of God, bide Sh UaipieOaa Sai epee 

4thly, The Affyrians were advancing towards Jerufalem,. 


| and would in a little time befiege it in form; andit was in 


great danger of falling into their hands ; but it is.here promif- 
ed the fiege they feared fhould be prevented, though the ene- 
my were now (as it fhould feem) incamped before the city; 


| yet they fhall never come into. the city, no, nor fo much as,/boat 


an arrow into it, ver. 32, 23. "He fhall be forced to setire- 
with fhame, and a thoufand times to repent his undertaking. 
God himfelf undertakes to defend the city, ver. 34.3 and that. 
perfon, that place cannot but be fafe, which he undertakes the 


_protedtion of. : 


sthlyy "The honour and truth of God -are engaged for the 
doing all this. ‘Thefe.are great things, but how will they, be | 


effeéted ? Why, the xeal of the Lord of hofts fball da this, ver. 


31. He is-Lord-of hofts, has all creatures at his beck, there~ 


Se 
J 


: 


- 
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fore he is able to do it ; he is jealous for Ferujialem with great 


_ Jealoufy, Zech. i. 14.5 having efpoufed her a ehafte virgin -to 
You - 


_ have reafon to think yourfelves unworthy that fuch great things 


himfelf, he will not faffer her to be abufed, ver. 21. 


fhould be done for you ; but God’s own zeal will doit. His 
zeal, (t.) For his own honour, ver. 34: Iwill do it for my 
own fake, to make me an everlafting name. God’s reafons 
of mercy are fetched from within himfelf.  (2.) For his own 
truth. “I will do it for my fervant David’s fake ; net for the 
fake of his merit, but the promife made to him, and the. cove- 
nant made with him, thofe fure mercies of David: Thus all 
the deliverances of the church are wrought for the fake of 
Chrift, the fon of David. 


35 J And it came to, pafs that night, that 
the angel of the Lorp went out, and {mote in 
the camp of the Afflyrians, an hundred four- 

’ feore and five thoufand: and when they arofe 
early in the morning, behold, they were all 
dead corpfes. 36 So Sennacherib king of Af- 
fyria departed, and went and returned, and 
dwelt at Nineveh. 37 And it came to pafs, as 
he was worfhipping in the houfe of Nifroch his 
god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his {ons 
{mote him with the fword: and they efcaped 
into the land of Armenia; and Efar-haddon 


his fon reigned in his ftead. 


Sometimes it was long ere prophecies were accomplithed, 
and promifes performed; but here the word was no fooner 
fpoken than the work was done. iieaks 

1. The army of Affyria was entirely routed. That night 

' which immediately followed the fending of this meffage to He- 
zekiah, when the enemy was ju{t fet-down before the city, 
and were preparing (as we now fay) to open the trenches, 
that night was the main body of their army flain upon the {pot 
by an angel, $+ Hezekiah had not. force: {ufficient to 
fally out upon them, and attack their camp, nor would God 
do it by fword or bow ; but he fent his angel, a deftroying 


. angel, in the dead of the night, to make an affault upon them, 


which their centinels, though never fo wakeful, eould neither 
difcover nor refift. 
or of a mean man, @ é. not of any man atall, -but ofan angel, 
that the Affyrian army was to fall, Tfa.. xxxi. 8.; fuch anan- 
gelas flew the firft-born of Egypt.’ Jofephus faith, it was done 


by a peftilenitial difeafe, which was their death prefently. The 


~ number flain was very great, one hundred and eighty-five 
 thoufand men, and Rab-thakeh, it is likely, among the rett. 
When the befieged arofe early in the morning, behold they were 
all dead corpjes ; {carce a living man among them. Some think 
the 7th pfalm was penned on this occafion, where we read, 
that the fout hearted’ were fpoiled, and flept their fleep, their 
lait, their ‘Tong fleep, ver. 5. See. how~ great. in power 
and might the holy angels are; when one angel in one: night 
could miake fo great a laughter. See how weak the mightieft 
of men are before almighty God.—Who ever hardened him- 


felf againft him and profpered? The pride and blafphemy of — 


the king is punifhed by the deftrugtion of his army. » All thefe 
lives are facrificed to. God’s glory and Zion’s fafety. 
prophet fhews, that therefore God fuffered this vaft rendezvous 
tO be made, that they might be gathered as fheaves into the 
floor, Mic. iv.12, 13. iy 


_ 2. The king of Affyria was hereby put into the utmoft con- 


fiufion ; afhamed to fee himfelf, after all his proud boafts, thus 


Tt was not by the fword of a mighty man . 
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defeated, and difabled to purfue his conquefts, and-fecure what 
he had, (for this, we may fuppofe, was the flower of his army ), 
and continually afraid of falling under the like {troke himfe!f, 
He departed, and went, and returned. 'The manner of the ex- 
prefion intimates the great diforder and diftraction of mind 
he was in, ver. 36.3; and it-was not long but God cut him off 
too by the hands of two of his oqwn fons, ver. 37. (1.) They 
that did it were very wicked, to kill their own father, whom 
they were bound to prote@, and in the a@& of his devotion. 
Monttrous -villany ! But, (2.) God was righteous in it. Jutt- 
ly are the fons fuffered to rebel againft their father that begat 
them, when he was in rebellion againft the God that made 
him. They whofe children are undutiful to them, ought to 
confider, whether they have not been fo to their Father in hea- 
ven. The -God of Ifrael had done enough to convince 
him, that he was the only true God, whom therefore he ought 
to worfhip ; yet he perfilts in his idolatry, and feeks to his 
falfe god for protection, again{t a God of irrefiftable power. 
Juftly is his blood mingled with his facrifices, who will not 
be convinced by fuch a plain and dear-bought demontftration of 
his folly in worthipping idols. ; 

His fons that murdered him were fuffered to efcape, and no 
purfuit made after them; his own kingdom; perhaps, being 
weary of the government of fo proud a man, and thinking 


themfelves well rid of him. And his fons would be looked 


upon as the more excufable in what they had done, if it be 
true which Bifhop Patrick fuggefted, that he was now vowing 
to facrifice them to his god, fo that it was for their own pte- 
fervation that they facrificed him. His fucceffor was another 
fon, Efaz-haddon 3 who (as it fhould feem) did not aim, like 
his’ father, to. enlarge his conquefts, but rather to improve them; 
for he it was that firft fent colonies of Affyrians to inhabit the 
country of Samaria, though it be mentioned before, chap. xvii. 
24. as appears, Ezra iv. 2. where the Samaritans fay, it was 
Efar-hadden that brought them thither. = 


CH ALP si XX, 


In this ‘chapter we have, 1. Hexekiah’s fickneft, and his 
_ recovery from that in anfwer to prayer, in performance 
of a promife, in the ufe of means, and confirmed with a 
Sign, ver. 1y—11: IL. Hezekiah’s fin, and his recovery 
Jrom that, ver. 12,19. In both thefe Lfaiah was God's 
meffenger to him. Ill. The conelufion: of his reign, ver. 
PE TMEAR ; 
N thofe days was Hezekiah fick unto death: 
. ‘and the prophet Ifaiah’ the fon of Amoz 
came to him, and faid unto him; Thus faith 
the Lorn, Set.thine houfe in order, for thou 
fhalt die,and not live. -2 Then. he. turned his 
face to the wall, and prayed unto the Lorn, 
faying, 3 I befeech thee, O Lorp, remember 


now how. l have walked before thee in truth, — 


and. with a. perfect heart, and have done tbat 
which iv good in thy fight : and Flezekiah wept 


fore. 4 And it came’to’pafs, afore Iaiah was 


gone out into the middle court, that the word 
of the Lorp came to him, faying, 5 Turn again, 
and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, - 
Thus faith the Lorn, the God of David thy fa- 
ther, I have heard thy prayer, I have feen thy 
tears: behold I will-heal thee; on the third 
AK 2 day 
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put it upon his enemies. 


longed. 


628 If, 
‘day thou fhalt go up unto the houfe of the 
Lorp. 6 And I will add unto thy days fifteen 
years, and I will deliver thee, and this city, out 


of the hand of the king of Affyria, and 1 will | 


defend this city for mine own fake, and for my 
fervant David’s fake. 7 And Tfaiah faid, Take 
a lump of figs. And.they took and laid i¢ on 
the boil, and he recovered... 8-9 And, Hezeki- 
ah faid unto Ifaiah, What /ball be the fign that 
the Lorp will heal me, and that I fhall go up 


into the houfe, of the Lorp the third’ day? 9 


And aiah: faid, This fign fhalt, thou have of 
the Lorn, that the Lor» will do the thing that 
he hath fpoken: -fhall the fhadow go forward 
ten degrees, or go back ten degrees?” ‘to And 
Hezekiah anfwered, It isa light thing for the 
fhadow to go down ten degrees: nay, but let 
the fhadow return backward: ten degrees. 11° 
And Iaiah the prophet cried unto the Lorn, 
and he brought the fhadow ten degrees back- 


“ward, by which it had. gone down in the dial of 


Ahaz. 


~The hiftorian having fhewed. us blafpheming Sennacherib 
deftroyed in the midft of the profpedts of life, here: thews: us 
praying Hezekiah delivered in the midft of the® profpeéts of 
of death ; the days of the former fhortened, of the’ latter pro-/ 
1. Here is Hezekiah’s ficknefs.. Jn thofe days, 1. e. in the 
fame year in which the king of Affyria befieged ferufalem; for 
he reigned in all twenty-nine years, and furviving this fifteen 
years, this muft be in his fourteenth year, and fo was that, 
chap. xvii. 13. Some think it was at the time that the Af. 


_dyrian army was befieging the city, or preparing for it, becatife 


God promiféth, ver. 6: will defend this city 3 which promife 
Was afterwards repeated, when ‘the danger came to be moit 
imminent, chap. xix. 34. Others think it was‘ foon after the 


- defeat of Sennacherib, and then it fhews us the uncertainty “of 


all our comforts in this world. Hezekiah, in the midft of his 
triumphs, in the favour of God, and over thé forces of his ‘e- 


“ nemies, is feized with ficknefs, and under the arreft¢ of death. 
~ "We mutt therefore always rejoice. with trembling. © It thould 


feem he was fick of the plague, for we read of the’*boil or 
plague-fore, ver. 7. The fame difeafe which ‘was killing to the 
Affyrians, was trying to him. ‘God took it from'him, and 
Neither greatnefs\nor goodnefs ‘can 
exempt from ficknefs, from fore and mortal ficknefles.. He- 
zekiah, lately favoured of Eeayen above mo{t'men, yet'is fick 
unto death, in the midft of his days, under forty, and yet’ fick 
and dying : and perhaps he was the more apprehenfive) of its 


being fatal to him, becaufé his father died when he Was about 


_ are in death, 


his age, two or three years younger. Inthe midf{t of life we 

2. Warning brought him to prepare for death. It is 
brought by Taiah, who had been twice in the former’ chapter 
a meffenger of good tidings to him, We cannot expect to re- 


ceive from God’s prophets any other than what they have re- 


ceived from the Lord; and that we mutt’ bid welcome, be it 


_pleafing or unpleafing, He tells him, (1.) That his ‘difeafe 


was mortal; and, if he were not recovered. by a miracle of 


mercy, would be certainly fatal: Thou /balt die, and not live. 


(2-) That therefore he muft with all {peed get ready for 
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him, 
lefs, both the peace of his kingdom, and the promife to Da, 
‘vid, would be in danger. But perhaps thefe avere tears of im- 

"portunity, and expreflions of a lively affedion in prayer. Jas. 
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death.. This we are moft highly concerned to do when we 
are in health, bat’ are moft loudly called to do when we, come 
to be fick: Set the heart in order, by renewed aéts of repen- 
tance and faith, and refignation to. God, with chearful fare- 
wells to this world, and welcomes to another: And if it be 
not done before, (whichis the beft and wifeft courfe,) fet the 
houfe in order, make thy will; fettle thy eftate, put thine affairs 
in-the'beft-pofture thew cantt, for-the eafe of thofe that fhall 
come’ after thee.  Ifaiah fpeaks not to Hezekiah of his king. 
dom, only of his houfes. David, being a prophet, had autho- 
rity to ‘appomt who fhould reign after him; but. other kings 
did not pretend.to bequeath their crowns, as part of their goods 
and chattels, rid 
3. His prayer hereupon: He prayed unto the Lord, ver. 2. 
Is any fick? Jet him: be prayed for, Jet him be prayed. with, 
and let’ him: pray. ‘Hezekiah had found, in the, foregoing 
chapter, that it was-not in vain: to wait upon God, but that the 
prayers of faith bring in anfwers of peace; therefore will he 
call upon God as long as he lives. Happy returns of prayer 
are engapements and encouragements to continue inftant in 
prayer. Hehad now received the fentence of: death within. 
himéfelf'; and, (1.) If it’ were reverfible, it mutt be reverfed 
by-prayer." When God purpofeth mercy, he will for sis be 
enquired of, Ezek. xxxvii. 37. We have not, if we afk -not, 
or afk amifs. (2.) If not, prayer assone of the- beft: prepara- 
tions for death, becanfe by it we fetch in’ ftrength and grace 
from God to enable us to finith well: Obferye, 9. > 
1/?, The circumftances of this prayer... (1s) He turned his 
Sace to the wall, probably as he lay invhis beds. This. he did 
eithet for privacy, he could not retire to his clofet as he ufled 
to do, but ‘he retired as well as he could, turned:from the com- 
pany that were about him to converfe with God.—When we 
cannot be fo private as we would be in our devotions, nor per- 
form them with the ufval outward expreflions of reverence and. 
folemnity ; yet we mutt not therefore omit. them, but-compofe, 
ourfelves to‘them:as well as we-can. Or, as fome think, he 
‘turned his-face towards the temple, to thew how: willingly. he 
would have gone up thither to pray. this ptayer, as he did, 
chap. xvili..1,—14. if he had a able, andoremembering 


“What encouragements were given to all the prayers that fhould 


be made in or towards that houfe. — Chrift is our temple, ta 
him we muft have an eye‘in all our prayers ;.for no man, 00 
fervice’ comes to the Father but by him. © (2:) He awept.fore. 
Some gather from hence, that he was unwilling to die. . It is 
the nature of man to have fome dread of the feparation of foul 
and body; and it-was not {trange, ifthe Old ‘Teftament: faints, 
to whom another world was but darkly revealed, were not fo 
willing to leave this as St Paul and: other » New. Teftament 
faints were. There was alfo fomething peculiar in Hezekiah’s 
cafe: He was now in the midft of his ufefulnefs, had begun @ 
good work of reformation, which he feared, if he. fhould die,. 
through the corruption of the people, would fall to the ground. 
If this: was before the defeat of. the Affyrian- army, as fome 
think, he might therefore be loth to die, becaufe his kingdom 
was in imminent danger of being ruined. However, it doth — 
not appear that he had now any fon; Manaffeh, that fucceeded 
was not born till three years after; and if :he die. childs 


cob wept and made fupplications and oureblefled Sayiour, tho? | 


) moft willing to die, yet offered up flrong. cries, with tears, to 


him that he knew able to fave him, Heb. v. 7s. Let Hezekiah’s © 
‘prayer interpret his tears, and in that we find ‘nothing that — 
{peaks him under any of that fear,of death, which. has either 


“bondege or,torment.. “ nite ; 
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2dly, The prayer itfelf: Remember now, O Lord, how I 
have walked before thee in truth, and either {pare me to live, 
that I may continue thus to walk 5 or, if my work be done, 
receive me to that glory which thou haft prepared for thofe 
that have thus walked. Obferve here, (1.)) The defeription 
of Hezekiah’s piety ; he had his converfation: in. the world 
with right intentions: J) have walked before theey.as under 
thine eye, and with an eye ever towards thee; from. a. right 
principle, inisruth, and with an upright heart 3 and.by.a right 
tule, J have done that which is good in thy fight. (2.) ‘The 
comfort he now had in refleétion “upon ‘it, it made his, fick- 
bed eafy. Note, The teftimony of confcience for us, that’ we 
have walked with God in our integrity, will be much our fup- 
port and rejoicing whén we come to look death «in. the face, 
2 Cor. i, 12. (3.) The humble mention: he: makes of -it .to 
God: Lord, remember it now: not as if God needed to be 
put to mind of any thing by us 3 hews greater than our hearts, 
and knows all things, or as if the) reward_ were /of debt, and 
might be demanded as due ; it is Chrift’s righteoufnefs. only 
that is the purchafe of mercy’ and grace ; but) our own finceti- 
ty may be pleaded as the condition of the covenant which God 


has wrought in-us: It is the work of thine own’hands, Lord, , 


‘own it. Hezekiah doth not pray, Lord, {pare me, or, Lord, 
take me, God’s' will be' done ; but, Lord, remember .me, whe- 
ther [live or die, let mebe thine. i . 


4. The anfwer which God immediately gave to this prayer » 


of Hezekiah’s. ‘The prophet was got but to the middle court 
when he was fent back with another meflage to Hezekiah, ver. 
4, 5. to tell him that he fhould recovers Not that. there, was 


. awith’God yea‘andinay, or’ that hevever faith and unfaith 5 but | 


upon Hezekiah’s prayer; which:he -forefaw, and which his fpi- 
vit inclined -him'to, God did that for him, which. otherwife, he 
would not have done." God here-ealls Hezekiah the captain 
‘of his people, to intimate that he would. reprieve, him for. his 

~ people’s fake, becaufe in this time of ‘war they could, ill. fpare 
fuch a captain. He calls himfelf soe God of David, xo. inti- 
“mate that he would reprieve him, out of regard. to. the,cove- 


nant made with David, and the promife that he would always. 


ordain a lamp for him. wa 3 ; . 
Tn this an{wer, (1.) God hononrs. his prayers: by the notice 
he takes of them, and the reference he has to: them in this mef- 

- fage: I have heard thy prayers, J have feen thy tears. Prayers 
that have much life and affeGtion in them, are in.afpecial man- 


ner pleafing to God. . (2.) God) out-does. his, prayers, He. 


only begged: God would remember his integrity, but God here 
promifeth, [1.] To recover from his illnefs: J ez/ heal thee. 
Difeafes are his fervants, as they go where he fends them,. fo 
_ they come when he remands them, Matth. vin. 8, 9. Jam 
the’ Lord that healeth thee, Exod. xv. 20. [2.] To reftore 
him to fuch a degree of health, that onthe third day be should 
go up to the houfe of the Lord, to return thanks.. God knew 
Hezekiah’s heart, how dearly he loved the habitation of God’s 
houfe, and the place where: his honour dwelt; and that as foon 
as he was well; he would go to attend on public ordinances ; 
thitherward he turned his: face when he was fick, and thither- 
‘ward he would turn his feet when he was recovered; and 
therefore, becaufe nothing would pleafe him better, he promif- 
eth him this, Let my foul dive, and it Jhall praife thee. The 
-man whom Chrift healed, was prefently found in the temple, 
John vi 14. [3-] To add fifteen years to his life. This 
~ would not bring him to be an old man, it would reach but to 
fifty-four or fifty-five ; yet that was longer than he had now 
lately expected to Jive. His leafe was renewed, which he 
- thought was'expiring. We have not the inftance of any other 
~ that was told before-hand juft how long he fhould live. That 


good man, no. doubt, made a good ufe of it; but God. has. 


‘ - 
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wifely kept us at uncertainties, that we may be always ready. 
[4.] To deliver Jerufalem from the king of Affyria, ver. 6. 
This was the thing which Hezekiah’s heart was upon as much 
as his own recovery, and therefore the promile of this is ,here 
repeated. If this was after’the railing ofithe fiege, yet there 
was caufe to, fear Sennacherib’s rallying again: No, faith 
God, J will defend this city. ; St 

5» The means which were'to bz uféd for his recovery, ver. 
7. Tfaiah was his phyfician } he ordered ah outward applica- 
tion, a very cheap and common ‘thing: Lay @ /ump: of figs to 
the boil, to ripen-it, and bring it to a: head, that the matter of 
the difeafe may be difeharged that way. (This might. contri- 
bute fomething to the cure, and yet, confidering to what a height 
the difeafe was come, and how fuddenly it was checked, the 
cure was no lefs than miraculous.’ Note, '(t.)/ It is! oun duty 
when we'are fick to make*ufe of fach means as are proper! to 
help nature; elfe we do not-truft God, but.tempt him. » (2+) 
Plain and ordinary medicines muft not be defpifed; for many 
fuch God has gracioufly ntade ferviceable to man, in confider- 
ation of the poor. (3.) What God appoints, be will facceed: 
and make efféftual. 7 > oF si} 

6. The fign which was given for the enconyagément of his 
faith, | (1.) He begged. it ;, not in any diftrut of the power 
or promife of God, or as if he {taggered at that, but becaufe: 
he looked upon the things promifed to be very preat things,, 
and worthy to be fo confirmed; and becaufe‘it had been utual. 
with God thus to glorify himfelf, and favour his peopie;{ and 
he remembered how) much God. was, difpleateay with his fas. 
ther for refufing.\to valk) a, fign, .. fas viie. 19,—12., Oblerve, 
Hezekiah afked;.. What.is.the fign?. not that Ifhall go up to 
the thrones, of judgment, orup,to; the, gate, but 1p a Sse 
of the Lord; therefore he defired to recover, that he might: . 
glorify. God in the gates of the, daughter, of Zion.—|t ts not 
worth while to live for any other, purpofe but to. ferve God. 


(2+) It was. put to his choice, whether the fun fhould go back 


or go forward ; for it was equal to Omnipotence ; and it would | 
be the more likely to confirm his faith, af he chofe that which 
he thought the, more difficult, of the twos, Perhaps to this that. 
of this prophet may refer, [asxlv. ui. 4/2 me of things to 
comes concerning my fons, and concerning the work of my hands 
command ye me. ,"The degrees are {uppofed to be half hours, 
and that it was ju{t.noon when the propofal’ was made, and. 
the queftion is, Shall the fan go back to, its place at feven in 
the morning, or forward to its place at-five.in the evening. 
(3.) He-humbly defired: the fun might go back ten degrees,, 
becaufe, though either might be,a great miracle, yet it being, 
the natural.courfe of the fun to. go forward, its. going back. 
would feem more f{trange, and would be more fignificant of 
Hezekiali’s returning to the days of his youth, Job xxxit. 25. 
and the lengthening out of the days of his life. It was accord-. 
ingly done upon the prayer of Mfaiah, ver. 11, He cried une 
to the Lord by. fpecial warrant and dire&tion, and God brought. 
back the, fun ten degrees, which appeared.to Hezekiah, (tur. 
the fign was: intendéd for lium), by the going back of the fha- 
dow upon the dial of Ahaz, which, it.1s likely, he could fee 
through, his chamber-window ; and the fame was obféived upoa 
all other dials, even in Babylon, 2 Chron. xxxu. 31. Whe-- 
ther this retrogade motion of the fun was gradual, or per fal- 
tum whether he walked back at the fame pace that he ufed 
to go forward, which would: make: the day ten hours longer 
than ufual; or. whether he leaped back, on a fudden, which. 
continued but a little, while, and-then all-was reitored again tov 
their ufual place, fo that no.change was made_ in. the dtate of | 
the heavenly bodies, (as the lcarned~Bifhop Patrick.thinks),.. 
we are not told. But this work of wonder fhews the power 


| of God ip.heayen, as well as on earth, the great. notice he: 


takes: 


030 nes 


takes of prayer, and the great favour he beats to his chofen. 
The moft plaufible idolatry of the. Heathen was theirs that 
worfhipped the fun; yet that was hereby convided of the moft 
egregious folly and abfurdity; for by that it “appeared, that 
their god was under the check ‘ofthe God of Ifrael. . Dr 
Lightfoot -fuggefts, that the fifteen fongs of degrees, Pfal. cxx. 
&c. might, perhaps, be fo called, becaufe picked. out by Heze- 
kiah to be fung to his ftringed inftruments, Ifa, xxxvill. 21. 
in remembrance of the degrees on the dial which the fun went 
back, and the fifteen_years added to his life, and obferves how 
much of thefe pfalms is applicable to Jerufalem’s diltrefs and 
deliverance, and Hezekiah’s ficknefs and recovery. 

12 “ At that time Berodach-baladan, the 
fon of Baladan king of Babylon, fent letters and 
a prefent unto Hezekiah: for he had heard that 
Hezekiah had ‘been fick. 1 3 And Hezekiah: 
hearkened unto them, and fhewed them all the 
houfe of his precious things, the filver, and the 
gold, and the {pices, and the pxecious oititment, 
and al/the houfe of his armour, and all that 
was-found in his treafures: there was nothing 

- in his houfe, nor in all. his dominion, that He- 
zekiah fhewed them not. 14 q Then came 
Ifaiah the prophet unto king. Hezekiah, and 
faid unto him, What faid thefe men? and from 
whence came they unto thee? and Hezekiah 
faid, They ate come from a far country, even 
from Babylon. rs And he faid, What have 
they feen in thine houfe? And Hezekiah an- 
{wered, All the things that are in’ mine houfe 
have they feen: there is nothing among my 
tr€afures, that I have not fhewed them. 46 

_ And Ifaiah faid unto Hezekiah, Hear the word 

-of the Lorp. 147 Behold, the days come, that 
all that és in thine houfe, and that’ which thy 
fathers have laid wp in ftore unto this day, fhall 
be carried into Babylon: nothing fhall be left, 

faith the Lorn. 18 And of thy fons that fhall 

-iffve from thee, which thou thalt beget, hall 

they take away, and they thall be éunuchs in 


the palace of the’ king of Babylon. 19 Then’ 


faid Hezekiah unto Haiah, Good is the word of 
the Lorp ‘which thou haft fpoken,’ And he 
faid, Is it not good, if peace and truth be in my 
days? 20 @ And the reft of the a@s of Heéze- 


kiah, and all his might, and how he made a 


pool, anda conduit, and brought water into the 
city, are they not written in the book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Judah? 21 And He: 
zekiah flept with his fathers:’ and Manaffe his 
fon reigned in his ftead, | 
Here is, 1. An embaffy fent to Hezekiah by the king of 
Babylon to congratulate his recovery, ver. 12. The kings of 
Babylon had hitherto been only deputies aad tributaries to 
the kings of Affyria, and Nineveh was the royal city. We 
find Babylon fubje& to the king of Affyria, chap. xvii. 24. 
Bat this king of Babylon began to fet up for himfelf, and by 
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have not foewed them, 


| beft treafure he had in his dominions, and who, by his prayers 


Chap. XX. 
degrees the tables turned, and Aflyria became fubje& to the 
kings of Babylon. ‘This king of Babylon fent to compliment 
Hezekiah, and ingratiate himfelf with, him, upon a double ac- 
count. (1.) Upon the account of religion. The, Babylonians 
worthipped the fun, and perceiving what honour their god had 
done to. Hezckiah, in. going back for his fake, they thought 
themfelves obliged to honour him likewife. It is good having 
thofe our friends, whom we perceive to be the favourites-of 
heaven. (2.) Upon the account of civil intereft, If the king 
of Babylon. was now meditating a revolt. from the king 
of Affyria, it was policy to get. Hezekiah into his intereft, 
in anfwer to whofe prayers, and for whofe protection, heaven 
had given that fatal blow to the king of Affyria. He found 
himfelf obliged to. Hezekiah, and his God, for the wakening of 
the Affyrian forces; and had reafon to think he could not. hayes 


' @ more powerful and valuable ally, than one that -had fo good 


an intereft in the upper world. , He therefore made his court 
to him’ with-all poflible refpe@, by ambaffadors, letters, and a’ 
prefent. ys Sees 
2, The kind entertainment Hezekiah gave to thefe ambaffa- 
dors, ver, 13, He ought tobe. civil to them, and receive. 
them. with.the refpect due to ambafladors; but he exceeded, 
and did it to a fault. (1.) He was too fond of them. He. 
hearkened unto them. Though they were idolaters; he became. 
intimate with them, was forward to come into a confederacy 
with the king their mafter, and granted them all they came 
for. He was more open and free than he fhould have been, - 
and-{tood not fo much upon his.guard. What reafon had he. 


.that was in covenant with God, fo -eagerly to. catch at an al- 


liance with a heathen prince, or. to value himfelf at al! upon his 
refpects ? What honour could this embafly add to one whom 
God had fo highly favoured, that he fhould pleafe himfelf fo — 
much with it? (2.) He was too fond of fhewing them his: pa- - 
lace, his treafures, and his magazines, that they might fee, and 
might report to their ‘mafter what a great king he was, and — 
how well worthy of the honour their matter did him, It is | 
not faid that he fhewed them the temple, the book of the law, 
and the manner of his worfhip that he might profelyte, them to 
the true religion, which he had now a fair opportunity of do- 
ing; but in compliment.to; them, left that fhould affront them, 
he waved that, and fhewed them the rich furniture of his clo- 
fet, that houfe of his precious things, the wealth he had heap- 
ed up fince the king of Affyria: had emptied his coffers, his jl-- 
ver, and gold, and fpices.. All the valuable. things he had he fhews 
ed them either by himfelf, or by his officers. .And what harm ; 
was there inthis? What more commonly, and we think more. . 
innocently done, than to thew {trangers the riches and-rarities —_ 
of a country? to fhew our friends. our houfes and. their: furni. 


, ture, gardens, ftables, libraries? But if we do this in the pride. $ 


| of our hearts, as Hezekiah did, to gain applaufe. from:men, 


and not giving praife to God, It, turns into fin\to us, as it did 
to him. ; ' 3d Ji58 ur ty baae aber cies 

3. The examination-of Hezekiah concerning this matter, 
ver. 14, 15. . Laiah, that had. oft. been his comforter, is now. 


| his reprover.... The bleffed, Spirit is. both, Jolin xvie7, 8. re 


Minifters mult be both, as there. is occafion.. Tfaiah: {poke ins 
God’s name, and therefore called him to account as one:ha»  - 


| ving authority... Who are thefe? whence come they? what ig \ 


their bufinefs? what have they feen? Hezekiah not sonly fub-. 
mitted to the examination, did not afk him, What was'that to: 
him? what, had he to do to queftion him? but made an inge- na 
nious confeffion, There vis nothing among my treafures that 1 
Why then did he. not bring them to. . 
Ifaiah, and thew him to them, who was, without. doubt; the } 
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and prophecies, had been inftrumental in all thofe wonders 


“4 ‘. 
Paes. 
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ay ¢ \ 
which thefe ambaffadors came to inquire into? I hope Heze- 


’ kiah had the fame value for Ifaiah now, that he had in his dif. 


trefs; but it had become him to fhew it, by bringing thefe am- 


_ bafladors to him in the firlt place, which might have prevented 


» that falfe {tep he took. 


' a prey, and his ety fhould be robbed of them all. 


, 


4. ‘The fentence paffed upon him for‘his pride and vanity, 
and the too great relifh he had of the things of the world, af- 


_ ter that intimate. acquaintance he had fo lately been admitted 


into with divine things, The fentence is, ver. FIRS fi) 
That the treafures he was fo proud of, fhould hereafter become 
It is juft 
with God, to take that from us, which we make the matter of 
our/pride, and in'which we put our confidence. (2.) That 
the king of Babylon, he was fo fond of an alliance with, {hould 


_ be the enemy that fhould make a prey of ‘them. Not that it 


was for this fin that that judgment: fhould be brought upon 
them. The fins of Manaffeh, his idolatries, and murders, were 
the caufe of that calamity. But it is now foretold to Heze- 
kiah, to convince of the folly of his pride, and of the value he 
had for the king of Babylon, and to make him afhamed of it. 
Hezekiah was fond of affifting the king of Babylon to rife, and 
to reduce the exorbitant power of the kings of Affyria ; but is 


"told, that the fnake he is cherifhing, will ere long {ting the bo- 


fom that cherifheth it, and that his royal feed fhould become 
the king of Babylon’s flaves ; which was fultilled, Dan. i. 3. 
than the thought of which, there could not be a greater morti- 
fication to Hezekiah. ‘Thofe'that are fond of Babylon, Baby- 
lon will be their ruin. Wife'therefore and happy are.they that 
some out from her, Rev. xviii. 4. : 


. §. Hlezekiah’s humble and patient fubmiffion to this fentence, 


ver. 29. Obferve how ‘he argues himfelf into this fubmiffion. 


(2) He lays it down for a'truth, that good is the cord of the 


Lord, even this word, though a threatening ; for every word 
of his is fo. Iris not only juit, but good; for'as he doth no 
wrong to any, fo he means no hurt to good‘men. “It is good, 


- for he will bring good out of it, and do me good by the fore- 


fight of it.” We fhould believe this concerning every provi- 
dence, that it is good,.is working for good. (2.) He. takes 
notice of that word which was good, that he fhould not live to 
fee this evil, ‘much lefs to fhare in it. He makes the beft 
of bad: 'Is itnot good’? Yes, certainly it is,‘and better than I 


 deferve. “Note, [2] ‘True penitents, when they are under 


divine rebukes,” call them not only juft; but good; not only 
fubmit to, but accept of the punifhment of their iniquity. /So 
Hezekiah did, and by this it appeared he was indeed humbled 
for'the pride of “his heart: “[2.] When at any time we are 
under dark difpenfations, or have dark profpects, public or per- 


 fonal, we muft take notice of what is for us, as well as of what 
is againit us, that we may, by thank{giving, honour God, and - 
may in our patience poflefs our own fouls. 


(3.) As to public 


affairs it is good, and we are bound to’think it is fo, if peace 


and truth be in our days. 


That is, -[1.] Whatever -elfe we 
want, it is good if we have. peace and truth: if we have the 
true religion profeffed and prote@ed, Bibles and minifters, and 
enjoy thefe in peace, not terrified with the alarms of war or 
perfecution. [2.] Whatever trouble 4may come when we are 


gone, it is good if all be well in’our days. — Not that we may — 


be unconcerned for:pofterity ; it is a priefeto forefee evils : but 


thus far’ we mult own, that’ the ‘debarring of judgments is a 


great favour in general ; and to have them deferred fo long as 


that we may die in peace, is‘a particular favour’to us ; for cha- 
nity begins at home. We know not how we fhall bear the 


trial, and therefore have’ reafon to think it well, if we may but 
get fafe to heaven ‘before it comes. pts 


- Laftly, Bere is the conclufion of Hezekiah’s’life and {tory} 
VERS 20,') 24, 


In the facred Chronicles, /:, 2. chap. xxix. 


bev 


. 


Wi SING 28, 


; 631 


XXX. XXxi. much more is recrded of Hezekiah’s work of re~, 
formation than is in this book of Kings: and it feems in the 
civil chronicles, not now extant, there were many things re- 
corded of his might, and the good offices he did for Jerufalem, 
particularly his bringing water by pipes into the city. To have 
water in plenty, without ftriving for it, andinot terrified with 
the noife of archers in the drawing of it, to have it at hand, 


_ and convenient for us, “is to be reckoned a great ‘mercy; for 


the want of water would be a preat calamity. But here this 
hiftorian leaves him afleep cwith his ‘fathers, anda fon in his 
throne that proved very untoward; for parents cannot. give 
grace to their children. Wicked A.haz was the fon of a’ god- 
ly father, and the father of a godly fon; holy Hezekiah was 
the fon of a wicked father, andthe futher of a wicked. fon. ° 
When the land was not reformed, as itdhould have been, by.a 
good reign, it-was plagued and ripened for ruin by a bad one; 
yet then tried again with a good one, that it might appear how. - 
loth God-was to cut off-his people. - 


CH AP. XXL 
In this chapter we have a fhort, but fad account, of the reigns - 
of two of the kings of Fudab, Manaffeh, and Amon. I... 
~ Concerning Manaffeh ; all the account we have of bim here 
is, (t.) That be devoted himfel! to fin, tq all manner of 
wickednefs, idolatry; and murder, ver. 1,9: and ver. 16. 
(2.), That.therefore God devoted-him, and Ferufalen for 
bis fake, to ruin, ver. ¥0,—18. In the book of Chronicles, 
we have an account of his troubles, and his. repentance. . 
II. Concerning Amon we are only tcld, that he hved infin, 
Ver. 19,—-22.\died quickly by the Sword, and teft good Jo- 
Sah, bis fagceffor, wer. 2 35—26. By thefe two regis Jeo - 
rufalem was much debauched, and much weakened, and fo 
haftened apace towards its deftruébion, which fumbered NOt. . 
f{ ANASSEH was twelve years old when he : 
M began to reign, and reigned fifty and: 
five years in Jerufalem: and his mother’s name - 
was Hephzi-bah. 2 And he did. that which 
was evil in the fight.of the’Lorp, after the a- 
bominations of the heathen, whom the Lorp caft, 
out before the. children of Ifracl. 3) For he built 
up again the high places which Hezekiah his ._ 
father had deftroyed, and he reared up altars for 
Baal, and made a grove, as did Ahab king of 
Ifrael, and worihipped all the hoft of heaven, 
and ferved them., 4 And he built altars in the 
heufe of the Lorn, of which the Lorp faid, In. 
Jerufalem will I put my name. 5 And he built. 


altars for all the hoft of heaven, in the two courts ~ 


of the houfe of the Lorp.. 6 And he made his . 
fon pafs through the fire, and obferved times, - 
and ufed inchantments,: and déalt with familiar 
fpirits, and wizards; he wrought much wicked- 
nefs in the fight of the Lorn, to provoke sim to - 
anget,...7.And he fet a graven: image of the 
grove that he had made, in the houfe of which 
the Loro faid-to Dayid, and to Solomon his fon, | 
In this houfe, and in Jerufalem, which I have | 
chofen out of all tribes of Ifrael, will I put my 
name for ever. 8 Neither will 1 make the feet 


of Ifrael move any more out of the land which 
she Leaves 
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1 gave their fathers; only if they will obferve 
to do according to all that 1 have commanded 
them, and according to all the law that my fer- 
vant Mofes commanded thém. g But they 
hearkened not: and Manafleh feduced them to 
do more evil than did the nations, whom the 
Lorp deftroyed before the children of Hirael. 


How delightful were our meditations on the laft reign ! how 
many pleafing views had we of Zion in its glory, that is, in its 
purity, and in its triumphs, of the king in-his beauty? Tt is 
fpoken of Hezekiah, Ifa. xxxiii. 17. and as it follows there, 
ver. 20. Ferufalem, a quiet habitation becavfe a city of righte- 
oufnefs, Ha. i. 26. But now we shave melancholy work upon 
our hands, unpleafant ground to travel, and cannot but drive 
heavily. How ts the gold became dim, and the mof fine gold 
changed! The beauty of Jerufalem is ftained, and all her 
glory, all her joy funk and gone. Thefe verfes give fach an 
\ account of this reign, .as make it in all refpeéts the reverfe of 
the laft, and in 4 manner the ruin of it. 


t. Manaffeh began young: He was but taelve years old 


avhen he began to reign, ver. t. born when his father was about 
forty-two years old, three years after his ficknefs. If he had 
fons before, either they were dead, or fet by as ‘unpromifing. 
This, as yet, they knew no ill by, and therefore hoped) for 
“ good from ; but he proved very bad ; and perhaps his coming 
to the crown fo young might help to make it fo, which yet will 
by no means excufe him}; for his grandfon Jofiah came to it 
younger than he, and yet did very well. But being young, 
(1.) He was puffed up with his honour, and proud of it: and 
thinking himfelf very wife, becaufe he was very great, valued 
himfelf upon his undoing what his father had done. It is too 
common for novices to be lifted up with pride, and fo to fall 
into the cora:mnation of the devil. (2.) He was eafily wrought 
upon, and drawn afide by feducers, that lay in wait to deceive. 
‘They that were enemies to Hezekiah’s reformation, and re- 
tained an affection for the old idolatries, flattered him, and fo 
gained his ear, and ufed his power at their pleafure. Many 
have been undone by coming too foon to their honours and 
eftates. 

2. He reigned long, longeft of any of the kings of Judah, 
‘fifty-five years. This was the only very bad reign that was a 
Jong one; Joram’s was but eight years, and Ahaz’s fixteen: 
but for-Manafleh’s, we hope that in the beginning of his reign, 
for fome time things went pretty well, in the courfe that his 
* father left them in ; and that in the latter end of his reign, af- 
_ ter his repentance, religion got head again; and, no doubt, 

when things were at the worft, God had his remnant that kept 

their integrity. Though he reigned long, yet. fome of this 

time he was a prifoner in Babylon, which may well be looked 
_ upon as a drawback from thefe years, yet pafs in the number, 
’ becaufe then he repented, and began to reform. 

3. He reigned very ill. (1.) He did that which was ewil 
in the fight of the Lord ; and which, having been well educat- 
ed, he could not but know was fo, ver. 2. He wrought much 
witkedne/s in the fight of the Lord ; as it were on purpofe to 
provoke him to anger, ver.6. (2.) He did after the abomina- 
tions of the heathen, ver. 2. and as did Ahab, ver. 3. not taking 
wafning by the deftruction both of the nations-of Canaan, and 
the houfe of Ahab, for their idolatry ; nay, ver. 9. he did more 
evil than did the nations whom the Lord deftroyed. When the 


holy feed degencrates, they are commonly worfe than the woift _ 


of the profane. 
More particularly, (1.) He rebuilt the high places which 
his faiher had deftroyed, ver. 3. “Thus did he trample upon 
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the duft, and affiont the memory of his worthy father, though 
he knew how much he was favoured of God, and honoured of 


Chap. XXT. 


men. It is likely he concurred with Rab-fhakeh’s fentiments, 
chap. xviii. 22. that Hezekiah had done ill to deftroy thofe 
high places, and pretended the honour of God, and the edifi- 
cation and convenience of the people, in rebuilding them. This 
he began with, but proceeded to that which was much worfe : 
For, (2.) He fet up other gods, Baal and Afhtaroth, (which 
we tranflate a grove), and ail the hoff of heaven, the fun and 
moon, the other planets, and the conftellations : thefe he wor- 
fhipped and ferved, ver. 3. gave their names to the images he 
made, and then did homage to them, and prayed for help from 
them. To thefe he built altars, ver. 5. and offered facrifices, 
no doubt, on thefe altars. (3.) He made his fon pafs through 
the fire ; by which he dedicated him a votary to Moloch, in 
contempt of the feal of circumcifion, by which he had been de- 
dicated to God. (4.)*He made the devil his oracle, and, in 
contempt both of Urim and prophecy, he u/ed inchantments, and 
dealt with familiar /pirits, ver. 6. like Saul. Conjurers and 
fortune-tellers, that pretended, by the flars or the clouds, lucky 
and unlucky days, good and bad omens, the flight of birds, or 
the intrails of bea{ts, to foretel things to come, were great_men 
with hirn, his intimates, his confidents; their arts pleafed hiy 
fancy, and gained his belief, and his counfels were ince their 
direction. (5.) We find afterwards, ver. 16. that he fhed in- 
nocent blood very much, in gratification of his own pafion and 
revenge. Some perhaps were fecretly murdered, others takew 
off by colour of law. Probably much of the blood he thed 
was theirs that oppofed idolatry, and witneffed againft it, that 
would not bow the knee to Baal.’ The blood of the prophets 
ufeth to be in a particular manner charged upon Jerufalem, and 
it is likely he put to death many of them. ‘he tradition of 
the Jews is, that he caufed the prophet Lfaiah to be fawn afun- 
der ; and many think the apoftle refers to that, Heb. xi. 37. 
where he {peaks of thofe that had fo fuffered. 

Three things are here mentioned as ageravations of Manaf- 
{eh’s idolatry. (1.) That he fet up his images and altars in 
the houfe of the Lord, ver: 4. in the two courts of the’ temple, 
ver. §. In the very houfe of which God had faid to Solomon, 
Here will I put my name, ver. 72 Thus he defied God to his” 


_ face, and impudently affronted him with his rivals under his 


nofe, as one that was neither afraid of God’s wrath, nor a- 
fhamed of his own folly and wickednefs. Thus he defecrated 
what had been confecrated to God, and did in effe& turn God. 
out of his own houfe, and put the rebels in poffeffion of it. 
Thus when the faithful worfhippers of God came to the place 


-he had appointed to do their duty to him, to their great. grief 


and terror, they found other gods ready to receive their offer- 
ings. God had faid, here he would record his name, here he 
would put it for ever, and here it was accordingly preferved, 
while the idolatrous altars were kept at a diftance ; but Ma- 
nafleh, by bringing them into God’s houfe, did what he could 
to altar the property, and to make the name of the God of If- 
rael to be no more in remembrance. (2.) That hereby ‘he 
put a great flight upon.the word of God, and his covenant 
with Ifrael. The favour he had thewed to that people, in 
putting his name among them; the kindnefs he intended them, 
never to make them move out of that good land, and the rea- 
fonablenefs of his expectations from them, only if they will ob- 
Jerve to do according to all that I have commanded them, - ver. 


71.8. Upon thefe good terms did Ifrael ftand with God, and 


had as fair a profpeé of being happy as any people could have ; 
but they hearkened not, ver. 9. They would not be kept clofe — 
to God, neither by his precepts, nor by his promifes, both 
were caft behind their back. (3.) That hereby he feduced 
the people of God, debauched them, and drew them into ido- 
- datry 
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Jatry, ver. 9. He made Judah to fin, -ver. 11.05; Jeroboam 
had made Ifrael to fin.» His very.example was enough to cor- 
rapt the generality .of unthinking pedple, whoiwould do as:their 


king did, ‘right or wrong. All that aimed ‘at: preferment, 
would dovas the court did; and’.others thonght it fafelt to | 
comply; for:fear of making their king their enemy. I"hus, one | 


way or other, the holy-city became an “harlot, : and »Manaffeh 


made her:fo. © Thofe will have a great. deal to anfwer for, » 
that not only are wicked’ themfelves, but: helpsto make: others 


fo. 


10 And the Lone. tpake by. his fervants 


Judah alfo to fin with his idols: 12 Therefore 


. 


thus faith the Lor'p God of ifrael, Behold, Iam 


4 


bringing fic evil upon Jerufalem and Judah, 


“that whofoever heareth of it, both his ears fhall- 
tingle. 13 And I will ftretch over Jerufalem | 
othe line of Samaria, andthe plummet. of the | 


houfe of\ Ahab: and 1 will wipe Jerufalem as 


a man wipeth a dith, wiping iz, and turning it 


~ upfide down. 


dow 14 And 1 wilt forfake the rem- 
. nant of mine inheritance, and deliver them into 


_ the hand of their enemies, and they fhall be- 


come a prey, anda fpoil:to all their ‘enemies ; 


_ vilin my fight, and have provoked ‘me to an-- 


- 


15 Becaufe they have done that which was e- 


ger fince the day their fathers came forth out 


of Egypt, even unto this day. 16 Moreover, - 


Manaffeh thed innocent blood véry much, till 


‘he had filled J erufalem fromi one end to ano- 


“ther, befide his fin wherewith he made Judah 


¢ 


to fin, in doing that which was evil in the fight 


£ 
si 


» of Manaffeh, and all that he did, and his fin. 
that he finned, are they not written in the book 


of the Lorp. 17 § Now the reft of the ads 


_ of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 18 


Chis ftead. 


. 


And Manaffeh flept. with. his 


fathers, and was 
- buried inthe garden of his own houle, in» the 
garden of Uzza: and Amon his fon reigned in 


*~ Here is the doom of Judah and Jerufalem read, and it is a 
heavy doom. | Whe prophets were fent, in the firft place, to 
; teach them the knowledge of God, to mind them of their du- 
“ty, and dire&t them in it. If they {ped not in that, their next 

work was to réprove them for their fins, and to fet them in 


~ view before them, that they might repent and reform, and re- 


~ turn to their duty: If in this they prevailed not, but. finners 
went on frowardly, their next work was to foretel the judge- 
~ ments of God, that the terror of them might awaken thofe to 


~ “repentance, who would not be made fenfible of the obligations 


of his love, of elfe that the execution of them in their feafon, 


might be a demonftration of the divine miflion af the prophets 


that foretold them. ‘The prophets were deputed judges to 
‘thofe that would not hear and receive them as teachers. We 


~ have here, 
VoL, I, 
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3. A recital of the erime. "The indiGment is read, upon 
which the judgment jis grounded, Manaffeh has done wickedly 
himfelf, though he knew better things, has even juftilied the 
Amorites, whofe copy he wrote after, by; outdoing them in im- 
pieties; and debauched the people of God, whom he has taught 
to fin, and forced to fin; and befide that, (though that was 
bad enough), e bas filled Ferufalem with innocent blood, ver. 
16. bas multiplied, his murders in every corner of the city, and 
filled the meafure of Jerfalem’s blood-guiltinefs (Matth. xxiii. 
32.) up tothe brim, and.all this againft the crown and dignity 
of the ‘King of'kings, the peace of his kingdom, ‘and the: {ta- 


' - tutes im thefe cafes made and provided: 
. ‘the prophets, faying, 11 Becaufe Manaflehking | 

of Judah hath «done thefe abominations, and - 
_hath done wickedly above all that the Amiorites _ 
did, which were before him, and hath made © 


‘20 A prediction of the. judgment) God. would bring upon 
‘them for ithis. They have done that which isvevil, and there- 
fore Lam bringing evil upon:thems it will come, and it is not 
far off. «The judgment fhould be, (1) Very. tetrible and a- 


~mazing, the yery report of it fhiould make mens ears to tingle, 


vers 42.27. e. their hearts to tremble. It fhould make a great 
noife in.the world, and occafion ‘many {peculations. (as) Tt 
fhould -be copied out (as the fins of Jerufalem had been) from 


Samaria, and the honfe of Ahab, ver. 13.. When’ God. lays 


‘Tighteoufnefs to the line, it fhall be te-line of Samaria, meafir- 


_ ing out to Jernfalem’ that which had. been the lot. of Samaria. 
» When he lays judgment to the-plummet, it fhall be. che plun- 


met of the houfe of Ahab, marking out for the fame ruin to 
which that wretched family. was.devoted. .. See If, xxviii. i. 
»Thofe who refemble and imitate others in their fins, mult ex- 
pect to fare as they fared. (3.) That it fhould bean utter de- 
ftrugion : J will wipe it qs a man wipes a difh. This inti- 
“mates, [4.] That every thing fhould be put‘into diforder, and 
their ftate fubverted ; they fhould be turned upfide down, and 
all their foundations put out of courfe. [2.] That the city 
‘fhould be emptied of its inhabitants, which -had been the filth 
of it, as.a difh is emptied when it is wiped. , They. fhall alt 


be carried captive, the /and fhall enjoy her fabbaths, and be laid 


by as a difh when it is wiped. See the comparifon of the boiled 
pot, not much unlike this, Ezek. xxiv. Iy-—4 . £3.] That 


yet this fhould be.in order.to the purifying, not the deftroying — 


of Jerufalem. The dith thall not be dropped, .nor ,broken to 
pieces, or melted down, but.only wiped. This fhall be the 
fruit, the taking away of the finners firft, and then of the fin. 
(4,) That therefore they fhould be deftroyed, becaufe. they 
Ahould be deferted, ver. 14. J will forfake the remnant of mine 


inheritance.  Juttly are thofe. that forfake. God, forfaken of 


him ; nor doth he ever. leave any till they have firft left him. 
But when God has forfaken a people, their defence is depart- 
ed, and they become a prey, an eafy prey to all their enemies. 
Sin is fpoken of here as the Alpha and the Omega of their 
miferies. _[1.] Old puilt came in remembrance, as that, which 
.began to fill the meafure, ver. 1 5. they ave provoked (me to 


anger from. their conception and birth as a people, jince the day 


that their fathers came out.of Egypt. This generation, tread- 
ing in their fathers {tcps, are) ju{tly reckoned, with for their fa- 
thers fins. [2.] The guilt of blood was it that filled the 
meafure, ver. 16. Nothing has,a Jouder cry, nor brings a for- 
er vengeance than:that. ; ; 
This is all we have here of Manaffeh ; he ftands convicted 


and condemned ; but we hope inthe book of Chronicles to, 


hear of his repentance, and acceptance with God, Mean time 
we mutt be content in this place to -haye only one intimation 
of his repentance, (for fo we are willing to take it,) that Ae 
was buried, it is likely by his own order, in she garden. of his 
own houfe, ver. 18. for ‘being truly humbled for his: fins, he 
judged himfelf no more worthy to be-called a Jon, a fon of Da- 
vid, and therefore not worthy to have even bis dead ‘body bu- 
ried zn the fegulchres of his fathers, True penitents take fhame 


” 


to themfelyes, not honour; yet having loft the credit of an in- © 


7 Nay Wie nocent, 


. 
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nocent, the credit of a penitent was the next beft he was cap- 
able of. And better it is, and more honourable for a finner, 
to die repenting, and be buried in a garden, than to die impe- 
nitent, and be buried in the abbey. 

19 § Amon was twenty and two years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned two 
years in Jerufalem: and his mother’s name was 
Methullemeth, the daughter of Haruz of Jor- 
bah, 20 And he did that which was evil in 
the fight of the Lorn; as his father Manafleh 
did. 21 And he walked in all the way that 
his father walked in, and ferved the idols that 
his father ferved, and worfhipped them: 22 
And he forfook the Lorn God of his fathers, 
and walked not in the way of the Lorp. 23 


@ And the fervants of Amon confpired againft 


him, and flew the king in his own houfe. 24 
And the people of the land flew all them that 
had. confpired againft king Amon, and the peo- 
ple of the land made Jofiah his fon king in his 
fiead. 25 Now the reft of the acts of Amon 
which he did, ave they not written in the book 
of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah? 26 
And he was buried in his fepulchre, in the gar- 
den of Uzza: and Jofiah his fon reigned in his 
ftead. 


Here is a thort account of the thort and inglorious reign of 
Amon, the fon of Manaffeh. Whether Manafleh, in his blind 
and brutith zeal for his idols, had facrificed his other fons ; or 
whether, having been dedicated to his idols, they were refufed 
by the people, fo it was that his fucceffor was a fon not born 
till he was forty-five years old. And of him we are here told, 

1. That his reign was very wicked. He Sorfook the God 
of his fathers, ver. 22. difobeyed the commands given to his 
fathers, and difclaimed the covenant made with his fathers, 
and x bee not in the way of the Lord, but in all the way which 
his father walked in, ver. 25, 21. He trode in the fteps of 
this father’s idolatry, and revived that which he in the latter 
end of his days had put down. 
amples, though they may repent themfelves, yet cannot be fure 
that thofe whom they have drawn into fin by their example, 
will repent; it is often otherwife. 

2. ‘That his end was very tragical. He having rebelled a- 
gaint God, his own fervants con/pired againft him, and flew 
bim, probably upon fome perfonal difguit, when he had reigned 
but two years, ver. 23. His fervants, that fhould have guard- 
ed him, murdered him. His own. houfe, that fhould have 
- been his caftle of defence, was the place of his execution. 

had profaned God’s honfe with his idols, and now God fuf- 
fered his own houfe to be polluted with his blood. How un- 
righteons foever they were that did it, God was righteous who 
fuffered it to be done. * ” 

Two things the Poe of the land did by their reprefenta- 
tives hereupon, (1.) They did judtice on the traitors that had 
flain the king, he was hair king, and it was a part of their al- 
legiance to him, to avenge his death, Thus they cleared 
themfelves from having any hand in the crime, and did what 
was incumbent on them, to deter others from ae like villanous 
practices. (2.) They did a kindnefs to themfelves, in making 
Tofiah his fon king in his fiead, whom probably the cig 
tors had a.defign to put by: but by people ftood by him, and 
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fettled him on the throne ; encouraged, it may be, by the in- 
dications he gave, even in his early days, of a good difpofition. 
Now they made a happy change from one of the worf{t to one , 


Note, Thofe who fet bad ex- 


He. 
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of the be(t of all the kings of Judah. Once more, faith God, 
they fhall be tried with a reformation; and if that fucceed, 
well; if not, then, after that, I will cut them down. Amon 
was buried in the fame garden where his father was, ver. 26. 
If his father put himfelf under that humiliation, the people will 
put him under it. : 


CH A Ps Seis 
This chapter begins the flory of the reign of good king Fofiah, 

whofe goodnefs /hines the brighter, becaufe it came juft 
after fo much wickednefs, which he had the honvur to re- 
form; and suf before jo great.a deflruction, which yet be 
had not the honour to prevent. Here, after his gencral 
charaéter, ver. 1, 2. we have a particular account of the 
re/pcd Be paid, I: Fo God's houfe which he repaired, ver. 
3,—7. IL. Jo God’s book which he was much affidied 
with the- reading of, ver. 8,—11. IIL. To God’s meffen- 
gers whom he’ thereupon conttiads ver. 12,—14. 


IVivs 


And by whom he received from God an anfuer, threaten= — 


ing Ferufalem’s deftruction, ver. 15,—17. but promifing 
Javour to him, ver. 18,—20. 


Upon which he fet about | 


that glorious work of reformation, which we have an ace 


count of in the next chapter. 

Ostau was eight years old when he Began 
J to reign, and he reigned thirty and one years 
in Jéerufalem: and his mother’s name was fe- 
didah, the daughter of Adaiah of Bofcath. 2 


And he did that which was right in the fight ~ 


of the Lorn, and walked in all the way of Da- 


vid his father, and turned not afide to the right _ 


hand or to the left. 


3 YJ And it came to pafs 


in the eightgenth year of king Jofiah, Hae 


the king fent Shaphan the fon of Azaliah, the _ 


fon of Mefhullam, the fcribe, to the Houle of 
the Logp, faying, 


keepers of the door have gathered of the peo- 
ple. 5 And let them deliver it into the hand — 
of the doers of the work, that have the over- 


fight of the houfe of the Lorn: and let them ~ 


give it to the doers of the work, which 7s in the 
houfe of the Lorp, to repair the breaches of the: 
houte, 6 Unto carpenters,-and builders, and. 


4 Go up to Hilkiah the . 
high prieft, that he may fum the filver whichis — 
brought into the houfe of the Lorp, which the 


mafons, and to buy timber and hewn ftone to 


repair the houfe. 7 Howbeit, there was no. 
reckoning made with them of the money that 


was delivered into their hand, becaufe they dealt. 


faithfully. 8.4 And Hilkiah the high. prieft 
faid unto Shaphan the feribe, 1 have found the 


- book of the law in the Hobie’ of the Lorp: and. 


Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read» 
it. 9 And Shaphan the feribe came to the 
king, and brought the king word-again, and faid, © 
Tk hy. fervants have gathered the: money that 


was found ia. the houfe, and have delivered, it 3) 


‘isos 


axe ~ into. - ci 
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into the hand of them that do the work, that 
have the overfight of the houfe of the Lorp. 
10 And Shaphan the f{cribe fhewed the king, 
faying, Hilkiah the prieft hath delivered me a 
book : and Shaphan read it before the kin f. 


Concerning Jofiah we are here told, 

1. That he was very young when he began to reign, ver. 
¥. but eight years old. Solomon faith, Wo uato thee, O land, 
when thy king is a child; but happy. art thou, O land, when 
thy king is-fuch a child. Our Englifh Ifrael had once aking 
that was fuch a child, Edward VI. Jofiah being young, had 
- Rot received any bad imprefhons from the example of his fa- 

ther and grandfather, but foon faw their errors, and God gave 
him grace to take warning by them. See Ezck. xviii. 14. &c. 
2. That he did that which was right in the ight of the 
Lord, ver..2. See the fovereignty of divine grace; the fa- 
ther paffied by, and left to perifh in his fin ; the fon a cho- 
fen veilel. See the triumphs of that grace : Jofiah, born of a 
wicked fathe, no good education, nor good example given 
Jhina, but. many about him who,:no doubt, advifed him to tread 
in his father’s fteps, and few that gave him any good counfel ; 
and yet the grace of God makes him an eminent faint, cuts 
him off from the wild olive, and graffs him into the good o- 
live, Rom. xi..24. Nothiog is too hard for that grace to do. 
- He walked in a good way, and turned not afide (as fomé of his 
prdeceffors had done who began well) to the right hand or to 
the left. There are errors on both hands, but God kept him 
in the right way ; he fell not either into fuperftition or pro- 
fanenefs. 
. 3. That he took care for the repair of the temple. This 
he did in the 18th year of his reign, ver. 3. Compare 2 
Chron. xxxiv. 8. He began much fooner to {eek the Lord, as 
appears, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 3. ; but it is to be feared the work 
of reformation went {lowly on, and met with mueh oppofition 
fo that he could not effe@ what he defired and defigned, till 
his power was thoroughly confirmed. It fhould quicken us 
when we come to years, to a@ with fo much the more vigour 
in the fervice of God, to confider how much time we una- 
_ voidably loft in our minority. Having begun late, we had need 
work hard. He {ent Shaphan, the fecretary of ftate, to Hil- 
kiah the high piieft, to take an account of the money that” 
was collected for this ufe by the door-keepers, ver. 4.3 for it 
feems they took much the fame way of raifing the money that’ 
Joath took, chap. xii. g. When people gave by a little at a 
time, the burden was infenfible ; and giving by a voluntary con- 
tribution, it was not complained of.—This money, fo collec- 
ted, he ordered him to lay out for the repair of the temple, 
ver. 5,6. And now it-feems the workmen (as in the days 
pf Joath( acquitted themfeives fo well, tha tthere was no reck- 
ning maile with them, ver. 7.; which is certainly mentioned to | 
the praife of the workmen, that they gained fuch a reputation for 
honefty ; but whether to the praife of them that employed 
them, I know not. A man fhould count money: (we fay ) 
after his own father.’ ‘It had not been amifs'to have reckoned 
with the workmen, that others alfo might be fatisfied of their 
honetty. | ar ! 4 
4. That in the repairing of the temple the book of the Jaw 
was happily found, and brought to the king, ver. 8, 10. Some 
think it was the autograph or original manufcript of the five 
_ books of Mofes, under his own hand. Others think it was 
_ only an ancient and authentic copy. Moft likely it was that 
which, by the command of Mofes, was laid up in the mot ho- 
ly place, Deut. .xxxi. 24. &c. - 
tft, It feems this book of the law was loft and mifling : 
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either it was carclefsly miflaid and negle&ed,-thrown by into 
a corner (as fome throw their Bibles) by thofe that knew not 
the value of it, and forgotten there’; or it was maticioufly con- 
cealed by fome of the idolatrous kings, or their agents, who 
were reftrained by the providence of God, or their own con- 
{ciences, from burning and deftroying it, but buried it, in hopes 
it would“never fee the lightyain.. Or, (as fome think) it was 
carefully laid up by fome of its friends, left it fhould fall 
into the hands of its enemies. - Whoever were the in{truments 
of its prefervation, we ought to acknowledge the hand of God 
init. If this was the only authentic copy of the Pentateuch 
then in being, which had (as 1 may fay) fo narrow a turn for 
its life, and was fo near perifhing ; I wonder the hearts of ali 
good people did not tremble for that facred treafare as Eli’s 
for the ark ; and am fure we now have reafon to thank God 
upon our knees, for that happy providence by which Hilkiah 
found this book at this time, found it when he fought it not, 
Ha. Ixv. 1. If the holy fcriptures had not been of God, 
they had not been in being at this day. God’s care of the Bi- 
ble is a plain indication of his intereft in-it. 

2dly, Whether this was the only authentic copy in being 
or no, it feems thé things contained in it were new, both to 
the king himfelf and to the high prieft : for the king, upon the 
reading of it, rent his clothes. We have reafon to think the 
command for the king’s writing a copy of the law, and that 

for the public reading of the law every feventh year, Deut. xvii. 
18. Xxxi. 10, 11. had neither of them been obferved ofa long 
time. And when the inftituted means of keeping up religion 
are negl: ced, religion itfelf will foon go to decay. Yet, on 
the other hand, if the book of the law was loft, it-is wondered 
what rule Jofiah went by in doing that which was right in the 

Sight of the Lord, and how the priefts and the people kept up 
the rites of their religion. Truly I am apt to think that the 
people generally took up with abftraéts of the law, like our a- 
brigements of the ftatutes, which the priefts, to fave themfelves. 
the trouble of writing, and the people of reading the book at 
large, had furnifhedthem with a fort of ritual, direéting them 
in the obfervances of their religion, but leaving out what they 
thought fit, and particularly the promifes and threatenings, Lev. — 
xxvi. and Deut. xxviii. &c; for I obferve that thofe were 
the portions of the law which Jofiah was fo much affected with 
ver. 13. for thofe were new to him. No fummaries, extracts, 
or collections out of the Bible, (though they may have their 
ufe, can be effeétual to convey and preferve the knowledge of 
God and his will like the bible itfelf t was no marvel, that 
the people were fo corrupt, when the book of the law was fuch 
a fcarce thing amongthem. Whete that vifion is not, the peo- 

ple perio. "They that endeavoured to debauch them, no doubt, 
ufed all the arts they could to get that book out of their hands. 

The charch of Rome could not keep up the ufe of images, but 
by forbidding the ufe of the {cripture. + , 

3dly, It was a great inftance of God’s favour, and a token 
for good to Jofiah and his people, that: the book of the law 
was thus feafonably brought to light, to dire and quicken that 
bleffed reformation which Jofiah had begun. It is a fign God 

has mercy in ftorg for a people, when he magnifies his law a- 
mong them, ard makes that honourable, and furnifheth them 
with means for the increafe of {eripture-knowledge. ‘The tran- 
flating of the {criptures into vulgar tongues, was. the glory, 
ftrength, and joy of the reformation from Popery.—And it is 
obfervable they were about a good work, repairing the temple 
when they found the book of the law. They’ that do their 
duty according to their knowledge, fhall have their knowledge. 
increafed: To him that has fhall be given. ‘The book of the 
law was an abundant recompenfe for all their care and coft a- 
bout the repair of the temple. 
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athly, 


‘“communed with her. 
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4thly, Hilkiah the prieft was exdeedingly pleafed with the 


difcovery; O, faith he to Shaphan, Rejoice with me, for J 
have found the book of the laws tuennce, evenxa, 1 have found 
I have found that jewel ofineftimable value ; here, carry it to 


the-king, it is the richeft jewel of his-crown ; read it before 
him ; he walks in the way of David his father, if he be. like 
him, he will love the book of thedaw, and bid that welcome, 
that will be his delight and his counfellor. : 


11 And it came to pafs when the king had 


heard the words of the book of the law, that 
he rent his clothes. 12 And the king com- 


“manded Hilkiah the. prieft, and Ahikam the 


fon of Shaphan, and Achbor the fon of Micaiah, 
and Shaphan the feribe, and Afahiah a fervant 
of the kings, faying, 
the Lorp for me, and for the people, and for all 
Judah, concerning the words. of this book 
that is found: for great is the wrath of the 
Lorp that is kindled againft_ us, becaufe our 


fathers have not -hearkened unto the words of 


this book, to do according to all that which is 
written concerning us. 14 So Hilkiah the prieft, 
and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan. and 
Afahiah, went unto Huldah the prophetefs, the 


wife of Shallum the fon of Tikvah, the fon of 


Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe, (now fhe 
dwelt in Jerufalem, in the college) and they 
_15 ¢ And the faid unto 
them, Thus faith the Lorp God of Ifrael, Tell 
the man that fent.you to me, 16 Thus faith the 
Lorn, Behold; I will bring evil upon this 
place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even 
all the words of the book which the king of Ju- 
dah hath read. 17 Becaufe they have forfa. 
ken me, and have burnt incenfe unto other 
gods, that they might provoke me to anger with 
all the works of their hands: therefore my 
wrath thall be kindled againft this place, and 
fhall not be quenched. 
Judah, which fent you tc enquire of the Lorp, 
thus fhall ye fay to him, Thus faith the Lorn 
Ged of Ifrael, 4s ‘touching the words which 


_ thou haft heard ; 19 Becaufe thine heart. was 


tender, and thou haft humbled thyfelf before 


the Lorp, when thou heardeft what I fpake a_. 


gainit this place, and againft the inhabitants 


thereof, that they ihould become a defolation 


and a curfe, and haft rent thy clothes, and wept 
before me: 1 alfo have heard the, faith the 
Lorp 
unto thy fathers, and thou fhalt be gathered 
into thy grave in peace, and thine eyes fhall not 
fee all the evil which I bring upon this place. 
and they brought the king word again. 


\ We hear no more of the repairing of the temple; no doubt 


et 
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13 Go ye, inquire of 


18 But to the king of. 


2c Behold, therefore, I will gather thee | 


re 
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that good work went on well: but the book of the law that 
/ was found in it fills us now ; and well it may. ‘It is not laid 
| up in the king’s cabinet as a piece of antiquity, a rarity. to be 
| admired 5 but it is read before the king. 'Thofe put the trueft 
) honour upon their Bibles, that ftudy them, and converfe witly 
_ them daily, feed on that bread, and walk by that light. Men 
of honour and bufinefs muft look upon an acquaintance with 
God’s word to be their beft bufinefs and honour. 

Now, here we have, r ne 
1. The imprefhons which the reading of the law made ups 
on Jofiah: He rent his clothes, as one afhamed of the fin of ~ 

his people, and afraid of the wrath of God. He had long 
thought the cafe of his kingdom’ bad,. by reafon of the idolatries 
and impieties that had been found among them ; but he never 
thought it fo bad as he perceived it to be by the book of the 
law now read to him. ‘he reading of his clothes fignified 
the rending of his heart for the difhonour done to God, and 
the ruin he faw coming upon his people. ; See 
2. The application he made to God hereupon: Go, enquire’ 
of the Lord for me, ver. 13. Inquire, (1.) What we fhalk 
do, what courfe we fhall take to turn away ,God’s wrath, and _ 
| prevent the judgments which our fins have deferved. Cons _ 
victions of fin and wrath fhould put (Bs upon this inquiry, 
What foall we do to be faved ?. Wherewithal fhall we come ben 
Sore the Lord? If ye will thus inquire, inquire quickly, before 
it be too late. (2.) What we may expect, and mutt provide 
| for. He acknowledgeth, Our fathers have not hearkened to 
the words of this book ; if this be the rule of right, certainly — 
| our fathers have been much in the wrong. Now ¢he commands 
ment came, fin revived, and appeared fin. In the- glafs of the 
law he faw the fins of his people more numerous, and more 
| heinous, than he had before {een them, and more exceeding 
finful.—He infers from hence, certainly great is the wrath 
that is kindled againff us. If this be the word of God, as no 
doubt it is, and he will be true to his word, as no doubt he 
| will be, we are all undone. I never thought the threatenings 
of the law fo fevere, and the curfes of the covenant fo terrible; 
as now I find them to be. It*is time to look about us, if thefe 
be in force againft us. Note, Thofe who are truly apprehen- - 
five of the weight of God’s wrath, cannot but be very folici- 
‘tous to obtain his favour, and inquifitive how they may make 
their peace with him. Magiftrates fhould enquire for their peo- 
ple, and ftudy how to prevent the judgments of God that they 
fee hanging over them. : ease 
This inquiry Jofiah fent, (1.) By fome of his great men; 
who are named, ver. 12. and again, ver. 14. Thus he putan 
honour upon the oracle, by. employing thofe of the firft rank ‘hig 
to attend it, (2.) To Huldah the prophetefs,ver.14. The 
{pirit of prophecy, that ineftimable treafure 
not only into earthen veffels, but into the 
the excetlency of the porw 
ped to lead Ifrael out 


And her being a wife was no pre 
prophetefs : 
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3 N ' 
foe dwelt at Ferufalem, ina place called Mifhueb, the Yecond 
rank of buildings from the royal palace. The Jews fay fhe 
prophefied among the women, the courtsladies, being herfelf 
one of them, whe, it is probable, had their apartments in that 
place. Happy the court that had a 
of it, and knew how to value her, 
3- The anfwer he received from God to-his inquiry. Hul- 
dah returned it, not in the language of a courtier, Pray give 
my humble fervice to his majefty, and let him know that this 
is the meflage I haveifor him from the God of Iftael; but in 
the dialect of a prophetefs, {peaking from him before whom all 
ftand upon the fame level : Tell the man that [ent you to me, 
ver. 15, Even kings, though gods to us, are men to God, 
and fhall fo be dealt with ; for qith him there.is no refpedl of 
perfons. ; 
iff, She lets him know what-judgments God had in ftore 
for Judah and Jerufalem, ver. 16, 17. My wrath fhall be kin- 
dled againft this place: and what is hell itfelf, but the fire of 
God’s wrath kindled againft finners ? Obferve the degree and 
duration of it; it is fo kindled that it fhall not be quenched, 
the decree is gone forth; it is too late now to think of preven- 
ting it, the iniquity of Jerufalem fhall not be . purged with fa- 
erifice or offering. Hell is unquenchable fire. And the re- 
ference it has, (1.).‘l’o their fins, which they have committed 
8 it were with defign, and on purpofe to provoke me to anger : 
tis a fire of their own kindling, they would provoke me, and 
i am provoked at length. (2.) To God’s threatenings. The 
vil I bring is juft, according to the words of the book which 
he king of Judah has read. The {cripture is fulfilled in it. 
Uhey that would not be bound by the precept, fhall be bound 
yy the penalty. God will be found no lefs terrible to impeni- 
ent finners than his word makes him to be. 
adly, She lets him know what mercy God had in’ {tore for 
im. (1.) Notice is taken of his preat tendernefs and con: 
ern for the glory of God, and the welfare of his kingdom, 
Pt £9, ‘Thine heart was tender. Note, 'Thofe ‘that diftin- 
uith themfelves, God will diftinguifh them. The generality 
f the people were hardened, and their hearts unbumbled ; fo 
vere the wicked kings his, predeceffors. But Jofiah’s heart 
vas tender ; he received the impreflions of God’s word, trem- 
led at it, and fubmitted to it: he was exceedingly grieved 
or the difhonour done to God by the fins of his fathers, and» 
fhis people ; he was afraid of the judgments of God which 
¢ faw coming upon Jerufalem, and earneftly deprecated. This- 
 tendernefs of heart, and thus he humbled bim/elf before the 
sord, and exprefled thefe pious affections by rending his 
lothes, and weeping before God, probably in his clofet ; but 
e that fees in fecret, faith it was before him, and he heard it, 
ad put every tear of tendernefs\into his bottle. Note, Thofe 
vat moft fear God’s wrath, are left Ikely to feel it. Tt fhould 
em thofe words, Lev. xxvi. 32. much affedted jofiah, 7 ail? 
ring the land into defolation ; for when he heard of the defo- 
tion and the curfe, 7c. that God would forfake them, and 
parate them to evil, (for till it came to that, ‘they were nei- 
er defolate nor accurfed), then he'rent his clothes ; that went 
his heart, (2.) A reprieve is granted till after his death, 
r. 20. [ will gather thee to thy fathers. The faints then, no 
ubt, had a comfortable profpect of happinefs on the other 
le of death, elfe being gathered to their fathers, would not 
ve been fo often made the matter of a promife, as we find it 
as. Jofiah could not prevail to prevent the judgment itfelf, 
t God promifed him he fhould not live to fee it ; which (e- 
ecially confidering that he died in the midft of his-days, be- 
re he was forty years old) would have been but a {mall re- 
ard for his eminent picty, if there were not another world 
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which he fhould be abundantly recompenfed, Heb. xi. 16, 
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—When the righteous is saden aevay from the evil to come, he 
enters into peace, Ua. lili. 1, 2. 'This is promifed to Jofiah 
here, Thou fhalt go to thy grave in peaces which refers not to \ 3 
the manner of his death, for he was killed in a battle, but to | 
the time of it; it was a little before the captivity in Babylon, 
that great trouble, in comparifon with which the reft were as 
nothing. So'that he might be truly faid to die in peace, that 
did-not live to fhare in that. He died in the love and favour ae 
of God, which fecures fiuch a peace as no circumf{tance of dy- 
ing, no, not dying in the field of war, could alter the nature 
of, or break in upon. 


‘ 
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We have here, 1. The happy contindance of the goodnefs of 

Jofah’s reign, and the progre/s of the reformation he be- 

gun, reading the law, ver. 1, 2. renewing the covenant, 

ver. 3. cleanfing the temple, ver. 4, and rooting out idols 

and idolatry, with all the relics thereof, tn all places, as 

far as bis power reached, ver. §,—20. beeping a folemn 

paffover, ver. 21,—23.and clearing the country of witches, 

ver. 24. and in all this aéting with extraordinary VIZIUP, 

ver. 25. II. Fie unbappy conclufion of it in bis untimely 

death, as a token of the continuance of God's wrath agdinff . 

‘Jerufalem, ver. 26.—38. III. The more unhappy con- 
. Sequences of bis death, in the bad reigns of bis fon Feboabax: 

and Feboiakim that came after him, ver. 31,—37. 2 


ND the king fent, and-they gathered unto © 
A him all the elders of Judah, and of Jeru- 
falem.. 2 And the king went up into ‘the houfe » 
of the Lorp, and all the men of Judah, and 
all the inhabitants of Jerufalem with him, and - , 
the prieits, and the prophets, and all the peo-. 
ple both fmall and great: and he read in their 
ears all the words of the book of the covenant 
which was found in the houfe ‘of the Lorp. 
3 J And the king ftoad by a pillar, and made 
a covenant before the Lorn, to walk after the 
Lorn, and to keep his commandments, and 7 
- his.teftimonies, and his ftatutes, with all their 
heart and all cheir foul, to perform the words - 
of this covenant that were written in this book: - 
and all the people ftood to the covenant. — 


Jofiah had received a meflage from. God, that there was - 
no preventing the ruin of Jerafalem, but he only thould deliver 
his own foul ; yet he doth not therefore fit down in defpair, 
and refolve to.do nothing for his country, becaufe he cannot ~ 
do all he would: No; he will do his duty, and then leave 
the event to God. A public reformation is the thing refolved 
on; if any thing prevent the threatened ruin, it muft be that. 
And here we have the preparations for that reformation. 

1. He fummoned a general aflembly of the ftates, the elders, 
the magiftrates or reprefentatives of Fudah and Ferufalem, to ’ 
meet him in the houfe.of the Lord, with the prie/ts and prophets, 
the ordinary and extraordinary minifters ; that they all joining 
in it, it might become a national aét, and fo the more likely 
to prevent national judgments. They were all called to at- | 
tend, ver. 1, 2. that the bufinefs might be done with the more 
folemnity, that they might all advife and aft in it,.and that 
thofe who were againft it, might be difcouraged from making 
any oppofition. Parliaments are.no diminution at all to the 
honour and power of good princes, but a great fupport to it. 

} 2. Inftead. 
. 7 
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2. Inftead of making a fpeech to’ this convention, he order- 1 the graves of the children of the people. 7 
ed the book of the law to be read to them; nay, it fhould And he brake down the houfes of the Sodo- 


feem he read it himfeif, ver. 2. as one much affeéted with it, 
and defirous that they fhould be fotoo. Jofiah thinks it not 
below him to be a reader, no more than Solomon did to be a 
preacher, nay, and David bimfelf to be a doar-keeper in the 
houfe of God. Befides the convention of the great men, he 
‘had a congregation of the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Ferufalem to hear the law read. It is really the ‘interefl of 
princes to promote the knowledge of the fcriptures in their do- 
minions. If the people be but as {tediaftly refolved to obey 
by: law, as he is to govern by law, the kingdom will be bappy. 
All people are concerned to know the fcripture, and all in au- 
thority to fpread the knowledge of it. 

3. Inftead of propofing laws for the confirming of them in 
their duty, he propofed an affociation, by which they fhould 
all jointly engage themfelves to God, wer. 3. ‘The book of 
the law was the book of the covenant ;- that if they would be 
to God a people, he would be to them a God. They here 
engage themfelves to do their part, not doubting but then God 
would do his. (1.) The covenant was, That they fhould 
walk after the Lord, in compliance with his will, in his ordi- 
nances and providences, fhould anfwer all his calls, and attend 
all his motions ; that they fhould make confcience of all his 
commandments, moral, ceremonial, and judicial, and fhould care-! 
fally obferve them with all their heart and all their foul, with 
all poffible care and caution, fincerity, vigour, courage, and re- 
folution, and fo fulfil the conditions of this-covenant, in depen- 
dance upon the promifes of it. (2.) The covenanters were, 
the king himfelf, in the firft place, who ftood by his pillar, 
(chap. xi. 14.), and publicly declared his confent to this co- 
venant, to fet them an example, and to affure them not only 
of his protection, but of his prefidency, and all the furtherance 
his power could give them in their obedience. It is no a- 
bridgement of the liberty, even of princes themfelves, to be in 
bonds to God. All the people likewife flood to the covenant, 
4. e. they fignified their confent to it, and promifed to abide 
by it. - It is of -good ufe with all poflible folemnitty to oblige 
ourfelves to our duty ; and is efpecia'ly feafonable after noto- 
rious backflidings to fin, and decays in that which is good. 
He that bears an honeft mind doth not ftartle at 
fat bind, falt find. 


_ 4 And the king commanded Hilkiah the | 
high prieft, and the priefts of the fecond order, ” 


and the keepers of the door, to bring forth out 
of the temple of the Lorn, all the veffels that 
qere made for Baal, and for the grove, and 
for all the hoft of heaven: and he burnt them 
without Jerufalem in the fields of Kidron, and 
carried the afhes of them unto Beth-el. 5 And 
he put down the idolatrous priefts, whom the 
kings of Judah had ordained to burn_imcenfe 
in the high places, in the cities of Judah, and 
in the places round about Jerufalem, them ‘alfo 
that burnt incenfe unto Baal, to the fun, and 
to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the 
hoft of heaven. 6 And he brought out the 
grove from the houfe of the Lorn, without Je- 


- yufalem, unto the brook Kidron, and burnt it | 


at the brook Kidron, and ftampt z¢ {mall to 
powder, and caft.the powder thereof upon 


affurances ; - 


mites that were by the houfe of the Lorp, 
where the women wove hangings for the grove., 


8 And he brought all the priefts out of the ci- _ 


ties of Judah, and defiled the high places where. 
the priefts had burnt incenfe, from Geba to” 
Beer-fheba, and brake down the high places. of 


‘the gates that were in the entering in of the 


gate of Jofhua the governor of the city, which 


qwere on a man’s left hand at the gate of the city. | 


9 Neverthelefs, the priefts of the high places 


. F 


| 


came not up to the altar of the Lorp in Jeru- | 


falem, but they did eat of the unleavened bread 


among their brethren. 10 And he defiled To- 


pheth, which 7s in the valley of the children of | 
Hinnom, that no man might make his fon_or | 
-his daughter to pafs through the fire to Molech. | 


rit And he took away the horfes that the kings 


of Judah had given to the fun, at the entering _ 


in of the houfe of the Lorp, by the chamber 


of Nathan-melech the chamberlain, which was — 


in the fuburbs, and burnt the chariots of the 
fun with fire. 12 And the altars that were on 


the kings of Judah had made, and the altars 


which Manafieh had made in the two courts-of - 


the houfe of the Lorn, did the king beat down, 


the top of the upper chamber of Ahaz, which | 


| 


‘ 


and brake them down from thence, and caf. 


the duft of them into the brook Kidron. 13 
And the high places that were before Jerufalem, 


which were on the right hand of the mount of 


corruption, which Solomon the king of Ifrael 
had builded for Afhtoreth the abomination of 


the Zidonians, and for Chemofh the abomina-_ 


| 


tion of the Moabites, and. for Milcom the abo- 
mination of the. children of Ammon, did the 


king defile. 14 And he brake in pieces the i- 
_ mages, and cut down the groves, and filled their” 


places with the bones of men. 415 4 Moreover, 
the altar that way at Beth-el,and the high plac 
which Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, who mad 


‘Tfrael to fin, had made, both that altar and the | 


high place he brake down, and burnt the 


place, and ftampt zz {mall to powder, and bur "4 


ae 
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the grove. 16 And as Jofiah turned himfelf, he ~ 


e 


fpied the fepulchres that were there in the* 
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God, which came from Judah, and proclaimed 

thefe things that thou haft done againft the al- 

tar of Beth-el. 18 And he faid, Let him alone, 
let no man move his bones: fo they let his bones 
alone, with the bones of the prophet that came 
out of Samaria. 
the high places that were in the cities of Sama- 
ria, which the kings of Ifrael had made to pro- 
_voke the LORD to anger, Jofiah took away,and 
did to them according to all the acts that he 
had done in Beth-el. 20 And he flew all the 
priefts of the high places that were there, upon 
the altars, and burnt mens bones upon them, 
and returned to Jerufalem. 214 And the king 
commanded all the people, faying, Keep the 
paffover unto the Lorp your God, as it 7s writ- 
"ten in this book of the covenant. 22 Surely 
there was not holden fuch a paflover, from the 
days of the judges that judged Hrael, nor in all 
the days of the kings of Ifrael, nor of the kings 
of Judah: 23 But in the eighteenth year of 
king Jofiah, wherein this paflover was holden to 
the Lorb in Jerufalem. 24 Moreover, the 
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_ workers with familiar {pirits, and the wizards, 
/ and the images, and the idols, and all the abo- 
_ minations that were fpied in the land of Judah, 
and in Jerufalem, did Jofiah put away, that he 
_ might perform the words of the law, which were 
~ written in the book that Hilkiah the prieft found 


; 
he 

® 
oy 


in the houfe of the Lorn. 


We have here an account of fuch a reformation as we have 
not met with in all the hiftory of the kings of Judah, fuch 
_ thorough riddance made of all the abominable things, and fuch 
_ foundations laid of a glorious good work. And here I cannot 
but wonder at two things, (1.) That fo many wicked things 
fhould be got in, and kept {tanding fo long, as we find here re- 
oved. (2.) That notwithftanding the removal of thefe 


ow 
“ fettlement, yet within a few years Jerufalem was utterly de- 
~ flroyed, and even this did not fave it; for the generality of the 
© people after all hated to be reformed—The founder melteth in 
vain, and therefore reprobate filver foall men call them, Jer. vi. 
129) 30. | 

_ Let us -here obferve, 
1. What abundance of wickednefs there was and had been 
in Judah and Jerufalem; one would not have believed it pof- 
fible that in Judah, where God was kuown, in Ifrael, where 
his name was great, in Salem, in Zion, where his dwelling- 
» place was, fuch abominations fhould be found, as here we have 
an account of. Jofiah had now reigned eighteen years, and 
had himfelf fet the people a good example, and kept up religion 
according to law: and yet, when he came to make inquifition 
hill he had to carry away. 

| sf, Even in the houfe of the Lord, that facred temple which 
~ Solomon built, and dedicated to the honour and for. the worfhip. 
of the God of Ifrael, there were found veflels, all manner of 
“utenfils for the worthip of Baal, and of the grove, (or Afhta- 
“Foth), and of all the hoff of heaven, ver. 4. Though J fiah 
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19 And all the houfes alfo of. 


icked things, and the hopeful profpeéts here given of a happy- 


for idolatry, it is incredible the. depth and extent of the dung- | 
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had fupprefled the worfhip of idols, yet the provifions made 
for that worthip were all carefully preferved, even in the temple 
itfelf, to be ufed again whenever the prefent reftraint fhould be: 
taken off; nay, even the grove itfelf, the image of it, was yet 
{tanding in the temple, ver. 6. fome make it the image of Ve- 
nus, the fame with Afhtaroth. 
2dly, Jult-at the entering in of the houfe of the Lord, was a 
{table for horfes kept, (would you think it?), for a religious afe ; 
they were holy horfes, given to the fum, ver. 11. as if he need- 
ed them, who rejoiceth as a firong man to runa race, Pfal. xix. 
5. or rather, they would thus reprefent to. themfelves the fwift- 
nefs of his motion, which they much admired, making their re- 
ligion to conform to the poetical fictions of the chariot of the 
fun, the follies of which, even a little philofophy, ~without any 
divinity, would have expofed, and made them afhamed of.— 
Some fay, thofe horfes were to be led forth in pomp every 
morning to- meet he rifing fun; others, that the wor{hippers 
of the fun rode out upon them to adore the rifing fun. 
It fhould feem they drew the chariots of the fun, which the 
people worfhipped. Strange, that ever men that had the writ- 
ten word of God among them, fhould be thus vain in their i- 
maginations ! 
3dly, Hard by the houfe of the Lord, there were houfes of 
the Sodomites, where all manner of lewdneds and filthinefs, e~ 
ven that which was moft unnatural, was practifed, and under 
pretence of religion too, in honour of their impure deities. 
Corporal and fpiritual whoredom went together, and the vile 
affections which they were given up to, were the puiifhment of 
their vain imaginations. ‘Whey that difhonoured their God,. 
were ju(tly left thus to difhonour themfelves, Rom. i. 24, Se. 
There were women that wove hangings for the grove, ver. 7« 
tents which encompaffed the image of Venus, where the wor- 


- fhippers committed all manner of lewdnefs, and this in the hou/e 


of the Lord. They did ill that made our Father's houfe a 
houfe of merchandife ; they did worfe that made it aden of 
thieves; but thofe did worft of all that made it (orrendum 
didu!) a perfeét bawdy-houfe, in an impudent defiance of the 
holinefs of God and his temple. Well might the apoitle calf 
them: abominable idolatries. 

4thly, There were many idolatrous. altars found, ver. 12. 
fome in the palace, om the top of the upper chamber of Ahaz 3 
the roofs of their houfes being ilat, they made them: their highs 
places, and fet up altars upon them,. Jer. xix. 13. Zeph.i. 5. 
domettic altars. The kings of Judah’ did fo; and though Jo-- 


‘ fiah never ufed them, yet to this time they remained there.. 


Manafleh -had built altars for his idols in the houfe of the Lord; 
when he repented, he removed them, and cafl them out of the 
city, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 15. but not deftroying them,his fon A- 
mon, it feems, had brought them again into the courts of the 
temple; there Jofiah found.them, and thence he Lroke them 
down, ver. 12s Wi 
sthly, There was, Tophet, in the valley of the fon of Hinnom,. 
very near Jerufalem, where the image or Molech (that god of 
unnatural cruelty, as others were of unnatural uncleannefs ) was- 
kept, to which fome facrificed their children, burning them in. 
the fire, others dedicated them, making them. to pafs through. - 
the fire, ver. 10. labouring in the very fire, Hab. iu. 13. It is- 
fuppofed to have been called Tophet from. toph, a.drum, be-- 
caufe they beat drums at. the burning of the children, that their” 
fhrieks might not be heard. - ae 
6thly, There were high places before Ferufalem, which Solo-- 
mon had built, ver. 13. he altars and images on thofe high. 
places, we may fuppofe, had been taken away. by fome of the: 
preceding godly kings, or,.perhaps Solomon himfelf, had remo- - 
ved them when he became a penitent; but the buildings, ‘or 
fome parts of them, remained, with other high places, to Jo— 
“4 fiah?ss 
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fiah’s time.——They that mtroduce corruptions into religion, 


‘ 


know not how far they will reach, nor how long they will laft; | {fs was 
{a grave, fo that in cafting them here he declared them moft 


antiquity is no certain proof of verity. There were alfo high 


places all the kingdom over, from Geba to Beer-focba, ver. 8. 
and high places of the gates, in the entering in of the gate of the | 
governor. In thofe high places (Bifhop Patrick thinks) they — 
| fight, as a loathfome thing, and forgotten, as dead men are out 


burnt incenfe to thofe tutelar gods,{to whom their tdolatrous 


kinos had committed the prote@tion of their city; and, proba- ~ 
§ Pp y 


bly, the governor of the city had a private altar for his penates, 
his houfe-Mold gods. _ 
wthly, There were ‘idolatrous priefts, that officiated at all 
thofe idolatrous altars, ver. §. “Chemarin, black men, or that 
wore black, fee Zeph. i. §. they that facrificed to Ofiris, or 


that wept for Tammuz; Ezek. viii. 14..or that worfhipped ithe © 


infernal deities, put on black garments as mourners. — J hofe i- 
__dolatrous priefts, the kings of Fudah had ordained to burn in- 


cenfe in the high places. Te thould feem they were priefts of © 


the houfe of Aaron, who thus profaned their dignity; and 
‘there were others alfo, who had no right at all to ‘the prieft- 
hood, that burnt incenfe to Baal. . 


8rhly, There were conjurers and wizards, and fuch as dealt 
with familiar /pirits. When they worfhipped the devil as their 


god, no marvel they confulted him’ as their oracle. 


2. What a full deftruétion good Jofiah made of all thofe-re- 
lics of idolatry; fuch is his zeal for the Lord of hofts, and his — 
‘holy indignation againft all that is difpleafing to him, ‘that no- 


thing fhall ftand before him. The law was, that the monu- 
‘ments of the Canaanites idolatry muft be all deftroyed, Deut. 


_ vii, 5. much more of:the idolatry of the Tfraelites, m whom it 


was much more impious, profane, and perfidious. 
1, He orders Hilkiah and the other priefts to clear the 
‘temple, that was their provitice, ver. 4. away with all the vef- 


fels that were made for Baal. They muft never be-employed 


“in the 'fervice of God,ino,:ne# referved for any common ufe; 
they mutt all be burnt, and the afhes of them carried ‘to Beth- 


sel. That place had been the common fource of idolatry; ‘for . 
“there was fet up one of the calves, and that lying next to Ju- 


 +dah, from thence the mfection had fpread into that:kmgdom? 


- —and therefore now he ‘makes it the. layftall of idolatry, the — 


- -dunghill to which he carries the filth and off-{couring of all 
‘that had been fond of it. 
2dly, The idolatrous priefts we: 
“them that were ‘not of the houfé of Aaron, or‘had facrificed to 


’ 


Baal, or other falfe gods, he put to death, according to the — 
claw, ver. 20.5 he flew them upon their own altars, the moft 
= acceptable facrifice that ever had been offered upon them, a fa- - 
~~. erifice to the jultice of God. Thofe that were defcendents _ 


- from Aaron, and yet had burnt incenfe in the high places, but 


- to the true God only, he forbade them ever to approach the ae? 
tar of the Lord, they had forfeited that “hononr, -ver.g.: he , 
brought them out of the cities of Fudah, ver. 8. that they might — 
not do mifchief inthe country, by fecretly keeping up theirold 

* Gdolatrous ufages ; but he allowed them to eat /of the unleavened — 
bread (the bread’of ‘the meat-offering, Lev. ti. 4, 5.) among 
their brethren, with whom’ they were to réfide, that, being un- | 
der their eye, they might be kept from doing hurt, and taught | 

to do-well. ‘That bread, that unleavened-bread, (heavy and 
vunpleafant as it was), ‘was' better than they deferved, and that 
‘would ferve to keep them alive ; but “whether they were »per- 
“mitted to cat of all the, facrifices, as blemifhed priefts were, | 
“Lev.xxit 22. which is called in-general the bread of theirgod, / 


may be juftly queftioned. 


-3dly, All the images were broken to pieces and burnt 5 the 


image of the grove, ver. 6. fume goddefs or other, «was redu- 


ced to athes, and the a/bes caf? upon the graves of the common 
aha . ss aa 


‘ 
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people, ver. 6. the common burying place of the city. > By the 


pire ss * 


. things, that, if poflible, it might be made ‘loathfome to thofe 
f Saar, % oP 


re all put down; thofe of | 


| thatin bis eye throughout this reformation. — 


“influence goes, our endeavours fhould :go to do 
the wickednefs of the wickedvto-an.end. — 
16. The golden calf, atthowld:feem 


that were wedded torth 
awas, (1.) ‘Defiled; vero16.° JJ 


ae, 
| 
D 


a 
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law, a ceremonial uncleannefs was contraéted by the touch of 


impure, and none could touch them but they mut make them. 
felves unclean by it. He caft it into the graves, fo the Chal.” 
dee, intimating, that he would have all idolatry buried, out of his 


of mind: ver. 14. He filled the places of the groves with the” 
bones of men. As he carried the afhes of the images to the 
graves, to mingle them with dead mens bones, fo he carried dead 
mens bones to the places where the images had been, and put 
them in the room of them, that both ways idolatry might be 
rendéred loathfome, and.the people kept both from the duft 
of the images, and from the ruins of the places where they had! 
‘been worfhipped. Dead men and dead gods were much a 
like, and fitteft to go together. ©’ oa a 
.athly, All the naughty houfes were fuppreffed, ‘thofe nefits” 
of impiety that harboured idolaters, the houfes of the Sodom— 
ites, ver. 7- down with them, down with, them, _rafe them to_ 
the foundations. The high places were in like manner broken 
down, and levelled with the ground, yer. 8. even that which 
belonged to the governor of the city ; for no man’s greatn fs 
or power may protect him in idolatry or profanenefs. Let go- 
vernors be obliged in the firft place to reform, and then the gox 
verned will be the fooner influenced. He defiled the high” 
places, ver. 8. and again, ver. 13. did all “he could to render, 
them abominable, and put the people out of conceit with them, 
as Jehu did when he made the houfe of Baal a draught-houfe, 
or jakes, 2 Kings x. 27- Tophet (which, contrary to other 
places of idolatry, was in a valley, whereas they were on hills 
or/high places) was likewife defiled, ver. 10. was made the 
burying-place ofthe city. Concerning this we ‘have a whole 
fermon, Jer. xix. 1, 2, &c. where it is faid, they fhall bi 
in Tophet, and the whole city is threatened to be made lik 


a 
My 


stbly, The horfes that had been given to the fun were t: 


away, and put to common ufe, and fo were delivered from the 


_-vanity to which they:were made fubjeét ; and the chariots « £ 


the fun (what pity was it that thofe horfes and 
‘be kept as the chariots and horfemen of Tftael!) he b 
fire ;-and if the fin bea flame, they never refemb 
‘they did when they were chariots on fire, 

- 6thly, The workers with familiar fpirits, and the wizards 
‘were put away, ver. 24. Thofe of them that were convitte 
of witchcraft, itis likely, he put to death, and fo de 
thers from thofe diabolical praétices. In allthis h 
cere regard to the words of the law which were writieni 
book lately found, ‘ver. 24.5. he made that his dle ady 


urnt wi 


‘him fo a8 


3. How his zeal extended itfelf to the cities of Iftael 
were within his reach. The ten tribes were carried ca 

the Affyrian colonies ‘did not fully people the coun 
it is likely many cities chad put themfelves under the 
of the kings of Judah, 2 Chron. xxx. 1. xxiv. 6 
chere vifits to carry on, his reformation © there. : ob 


aft, He defiled and -demolifhed Jer 
with the high place, and the: gtoveitha 


Samaria, has caf? thee off), but 


facking the old feats of idolatry, 
mount, in which, probably, ‘ 
-not far from the 


i 


- whom he found alive, ver. 20, 


( the fun; that there threatened, and this here executed, which 


_ ts in the hand of the Lord ; king Jofiah’s was fo, and he turn- 


- Bhofe fynogues of Satan that were in the citirs of Samaria, ver. 


“¢ ee was himfelf flain by a lion for difobeying the word of the 


~ no further than his death, but ended there, God fo ordered it, 


_ being mingled with that of the good prophet, was preferved for 


~~ only a memorial of their deliverance out of Egypt, but a token 
of their dedication to him that brought them out, and their 
communion with him. This he found written in the book of 
the law, here called the book of the covenant: for though the 
be. ‘mand, divine grace condefcends to federal tranfactions ; and 
_ ‘therefore he obferved it. We have not fuch a particular ac- 

count of this a as of that in Hezekiah’stime, 2 Chron. — 


ee bates ots Bee 
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they were fo. fond of, that they were defirous to lay their bones 
by it; thefe he opened, took out the bones, and burnt them up- 
en the akar, to fhew that thus he would have done by the 
priefts themfelves if they had been alive, as he did by thofe 
Thus he polluted the alar, 
—defecrated it, and made iit odious, It is threatened again{t i- 
dolaters, Jer, viii. 1, 2. that their bones fhould be fpread before 


- fpeaks their iniguity to be upon their bones, Ezek. xxxii. 27. is 
an intimation ‘, a punifhment after death, referved for thofe 
that live and die impenitent in that or any other fin. The 
burning of the bones, if that were all, is a {mall matter ; but if 
it fignify the torment of the foul in a worfe flame, Luke xvi. 
24. it is-very dreadful. This, as it was Jofiah’s at, feems to 

¢ be the refult of a very fudden refolve; he had not done it, but 

‘that he happened to turn himfelf and {py the fepulchres ; and 
yet it was foretold above three hundred and fifty years before, 
‘when this altar was firft built by Jeroboam, 1 Kings xiii. 2. 
God always forefees, and has fometimes foretold as certain, 
that which yet to us feems moft contingent. The king’s heart 


ed it (or ever he himfelf was aware, Cant. vi. 12.) to do this. 
No word of God {hall fall to the ground. (2.) It was demo- 
Wthed. He broke down'the altar and all its appurtenances, 
wer. 15.5 burnt what was combuftible; and fince an idol is 
nothing in the ‘world, he went as far towards the annihilating 
of it as poflibly he could, for he /lamped. it /mall to powder, and 
made it as duff before the wind. ye 

2dly, He deftroyed all the houfes of the high places, all 


ag. Thefe the kings of Ifrael built ; and God raifed up this 
king of Judah to pull them down, for the honour of the ancient 
houfe of David, from which the ten tribes had revolted. The 
priefts he jufly made facrifices upon their own altars, ver. 20. 
© 3dly, tHe carefully preferved the fepulchre of that man of 
God which came from Judah to foretel this, which now a king 
awhich came from Judah executed.. This was that good pro- 
phet who proclaimed thefe things againft the altar of Beth-el, and 


ord. But to fhew that God’s difpleafure againft him went 


_ that when all the graves about his were difturbed, his was fafe, 
wer. 17, 18. and no man moved his bones? He was entered 


into peace, and therefore fhall reft in his bed, Ifa. lvii. 2. The 
~ old lying prophet, who defired to be buried as near him. as 


might be, it fhould feem knew what he did; for his duft alfo 


his fake. See Numb. xxiii. 10. 


_ Laftly, We are here told what a folemn paffover Jofiah and 


“his people kept after all this. When they had cleared the 


country of the old leaven, then they applied themfelves to the . 
keeping of the feaft. When Jehu had deftroyed the worfhip | 


of Baal, yet he took no heed to walk in the commandments 


and ordinances of God: but Jofiah confidered, that we muft | 
- Jearn to do well, and-not only ceafe to do evil; and that | 
the way to keep out all abominable cuftoms, is to keep up all | 


“4nftituted ordinances; fee Lev. xviii. 30.3 and therefore he 
commanded all the people to keep the paffover ; which was not 


“divine authority may deal with us in a way of abfolute com- 
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xxx.; but in general, that sere was mot holden fuch a paffiver in 


any of the foregoing reigns, no not fram the days of toe judges, 
ver. 22.3 which, by the way, intimates, that though the ac- 


-count which the book of Judges gives of the ftate of Ifrael un- 


der that dyna{ty looks but melancholy, yet there were then fome 
goldea days. This paffover, it feems, was extraordinary, for 
the number and devotion of the communicants, their facritices 
and offerings, and their exact obfervance of the laws of the 
feaft. And it was not now as in Hezekiah’s, paflover, when 
many communicated that were not cleanfed according to the 
purification of: the fanctuary, and the Levites were permitted 
to do the priefts work. We have reafon to think, that, du- 
ring all the remainder of Jofiah’s reign, religion flourifhed, and 
the feafts of the Lord were carefully obferved'; but in this paf- 
fover, the fatisfaction they took in the covenant lately renew- 
ed, the reformation in purfuance of it, and the revival of an’ or- 
dinance-which they had lately found the divine original of in 
the book of the Jaw, and which had been long neglected or , 
flumbered over, put them into mighty tranfports of holy joy : 
and God was pleafed to recompenfe their zeal in deftroying 1- 
dolatry, with uncommon tokens of his prefence and favour. 
All this concurred to make it fuch a paflover as there had not 
been the like. 


25 And like unto him was there no king be- 
fore him, that turned to the Lorp with all his 
heart, and with all his foul, and with all his 
might, according to all the law of Mofes; nei- 
ther after him arofe there ay like him. 26 
Notwithftanding, the Lorp turned not from the 
fiercenefs of his great wrath, where with his anger 
was kindled againft Judah, becaufe of all the 
provocations that Manaffeh had provoked him 
withal. 27 And the Lorn faid,I will remove 
Judah alfo out of my fight, as I have removed 
Ifrael, and will catt off this city Jerufalem, which 
I have chofen, and the houfe of which I faid, 
My, name fhall be there. 28 Now the reft of 
the acts of Jofiah, and all that he did, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of 
the kings of Judah? 
raoh-nechoh king of Egypt went up againft the 


_king of Affyria to the river Euphrates : and 


king Jofiah went againft him, and he flew him 
at Megiddo, when he had feen him. 30 And 
his fervants carried him in a chariot dead from 
Megiddo, and brought him to Jerufalem, and 
buried him in his own fepulchre: and the peo- 
ple of the land took Jehoahaz the fon of Jofiah,. 
and anointed him, and made him king in his fa- 
ther’s ftead. 


Upon the reading of thefe verfes, we mutt fay, Lord, tho? 


“thy righteoufne/s be as the great mountains, evident and confpi- 


cuous, and patt difpute; yet thy judgments are a geeat deep, un- 
fathomable, and pa/? finding cut, Pfal. xxxvi. 6. What hall 
we fay to this? : 

1. It is here owned, that Jofiah was one of the beft kings 
that ever fat upon the throne of David, ver. 25. As Heze- 
kiah was a nonfuch for faith ‘and dependance upon God in 
ftraits, 2 Kings xviii. 5. {0 Jofiah was a nonfuch for fincerity 

4M> and 


29 q In his days Pha- »'- 
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and zeal in carrying on a work Of reformation: for this there 
was none like him. (1.) That he ¢urned to the Lord, from 
whom his fathers had revolted. It is true religion to turn to 
God as one we have chofen and love. 
to turn his kingdom alfo tothe Lord.~ (2.) That he did this 
with his heart and foul. His affetions and aims were right in 
what he did. . Thofe make nothing of their religion, that do 
not! make-heart-work of it. (3.) That he did it with all his 
heart, and all his foul; and alf his might 3 with vigour and eou- 
rage, and refolution. He could not otherwife have broke thro’ 
the difficulties he had to grapple with. What great things may 
we bring to pafs in the fervice of God, if we be but lively and 
hearty mn it. 
Mofes ;' in an exaé obfervance of that law, and with an actual 
regard to.it. His zeal did not tranfport him into any irregu- 
Jarities, but in all he did he walked by rule. 

2. Notwithftanding this, he was cut off by a violent death, 
‘in the midft of his days, and his kingdom was ruined within a 
few years after. Confequent upon fuch a reformation as this, 
one would" have expected nothing but the profperity and glory 


_ both of king and kingdom ; but, quite contrary, we find both 


under acloud, _ =A 
iff, Even the reformed kingdom continues marked for ruin. 
For all this, ver. 26. The Lord turned not from the fiercenefs 
of bis. great wrath. That is certainly true which God fpake 
by the prophet, Jer. xviii. 7, 8. that if a nation doomed to de- 
‘{truction turn from the evil of fin, God will repent of the evil of 
punifhment; and ‘therefore we muft conclude, that Jofiah’s 
people, though they fubmitted to Jofiah’s power, yet did not 
heartily imbibe Jofiah’s principles. However they were turn- 
_ed by force, they did not voluntarily turn from their evil way, 
but {till continued their affection for their idols; and therefore 
~ he that knows mens hearts would not recal the fentence, which 
“was, that Judah fhould be removed, as Ifrael had been, and 
Jerufalem itfelf calt off, ver. 37. Yet even this deftruction was 
' intended to be their effectual reformation: fo that we mutt fay, 
not-only that the criminals had filled their meafure, and were 
ripe for ruin, but rather that the difeafe was come to a crifis, 
and was ready for a cure: and this fhall be all the fruit, even 
the taking away of fin. eee 7 
2dly, As an evidence of this, even the reforming king is cut 
-off in the midit of his ufefulnefs; in mercy to him, that he 
might’ -not fee the evil which was coming upon his kingdom ; 
but in wrath to his people, for his. death was an inlet to their 
“defolations. The king of Egypt waged war, it feems, with the 
king of Affyria, (fo the king of Babylon is now called,) Jo- 
fiah’s kingdom ‘fay between them: he’ therefore thought him- 
felf concerned to oppofe the king of Egypt, and check the 
growing threatening greatnefs of his power; for though at this 
‘sime he protefled he had. no defign againft Jofiah, yet if he 
fhould prevail to unite the river of Egypt and the river Euph- 
rates, the land of Judah would {oon be overflowed between 
them ; therefore Fofiah went again/t him, and was killed in the 
firft engagement, ver. 29, 30. Here,.(4.) We cannot juftity 
‘Jofiah’s conduct. _ He had no clear call to engage in this war; 
nor do we find that he afked counfel/of God by Urim or pro- 
phets concerning it’ What had he:todo to appear and act as 
a friend and ally to the king of Affyria? Should he help the un- 
godly, and love them that hate the Lord? If the kings of Egypt 
and Affyria quarrelled, he had reafon to:think God would 
bring good out of it to him and his people, and make them in- 
{trumental to weaken’ one another. Some do fo underftand the 
promife made to him, that he fhould come to his grave in peace, 
fo as in the event it was not performed, becaufe, by his mif- 
carriage in this matter, he ferfeited the benefit of it.. .God 
has promifed to keep us ia all our ways; but if we go out of 
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He did what he could © 


(4.) That he did this according to all the law of 


- done. 


“more aétive warlike genius than his elder brother, and likely 


- ther’s death ; which perhaps the people were more folicitous a- 


7 ' 
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our way, we throw ourfelves out of his protection. I under- 
ftand the promife fo, as that I believe it was fulfilled; for he — 
died in peace with God and his own confcience, and faw not, 

nor had any immediate profpect of the deftrution of Judah and. 
Jerufalem by the Chaldeans: yet I underftand the providence 
to be a rebuke to him for his rafhnefs. (2.) We muft adore 
God’s righteoufnefs in taking away fuch a jewel from an un- 
thankful people, that knew not how to value it, They greatly 
lamented his death, 2 Chron. xxxv. 25. urged to it by Jere- 
miah, who told them the meaning of it, and what an ill omen 

it was; but they had not made a due improvement of the mer- 
cies they enjoyed by his life, which God taught them the worth: 
of by the want of it. $ 


31 J Jehoahaz was twenty and three years: 
old when he began to reign, and he reigned. 
three months in Jerufalem: and his mother’s 
name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah 
of Libnah. 32 And he did that which was evil 
in the fight of the Lorp, according to all that 
his fathers had done. 33 And Pharaoh-nechoh ~ 


oi 


put him in bonds at Riblah, in the land of Ha- _— 
math, that he might not reign in Jerufalem,and 
put the land to a tribute of an hundred talents 

of filver, and a talent of gold. 34 And Pha- 
raoh-nechoh made Eliakim the fon of Jofiah 
king, in the room of Jofiah his father, and turn- 

ed his name to Jehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz — 
away:and he came to Egypt, and died there.” — 
35 And Jehoiakim gave the filver and gold to 
Pharoah, but he taxed the land to give the mo- 
ney according to the commandment of Pharaoh; 
he exacted the filver and the gold of the people — 
of the land, of every one according to his tax- ~~ 
ation, to give zt unto Pharaoh-nechoh. 36 J 
Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years. _ 
in Jerufalem: and his mother’s name was Ze. 
budah, the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. 37 | 
And he did that which was evil in the fight of 7 
the Lorp, according to all that his fathers had © 


5 
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Jerufalem-faw not a good day after Jofiah was laid in his: 7 
grave, but one trouble came after another, till within twenty-  ~ 
two years it was quite deftroyed. Of the reign of two of his. | 
fons here.is a fhort account. The former we find here a pri a 
foner, and the latter a tributary to the king of Egypt, and both 
fo in the very beginning of their reign. This king of Egypt ~ 
having flain Jofiah, though he had not had any defign upon © 
Judah, yet being provoked by the oppofition which Jofiah gave 
him, now it fhould feem he bent all his force againft his family 
and kingdom. If Jofiah’s fons had trode in his fteps, they 
fhould have fared the better for his piety ; but deviating from 
them, they fared the worfe for his rafhnefs. a cele 

1. Jehoahaz, a younger fon, was firft made king by the peo- _ 
ple of the land probably becaufe he was obferved to be of a 


_to make head, again{t the king of Egypt, and to avenge his fa- 
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bont, in point of honour, than the keeping up and carrying on 


« ~ 


of his father’s reformation ; and the iffue was accordingly. 
1/2, He did ill, ver. 32. Though he had a good education, 
“and.a good example given him, and many a good prayer, we 
may fuppofe, put up for him; yet he did that which was evil 
in the fight of the Lord ; and it is to be feared began to do fo 
in his father’s lifetime, for his reign was fo fhort, that he could 
not im that much fhew himfelf. He did according ta all that 
his wicked fathers had done. ‘Though he had not time to do 
much, yet he had chofen his patterns, and fhewed whom he 
intended to follow, and whofe fteps he refolved to tread in. 
And having done this, he is here reckoned’to have done ac- 
cording to all the evil which they did whom he propofed to 
imitate. It is of great confequence to young people whom 
they choofe to take example by, and whom they emulate: an 
error in this choice is fatal, Phil. mi. 17, 18. 
adly, Doing ill, no wonder that he fared ill. He was but 
three months a prince, and was then made a prifoner, and lived 
and died fo. ‘The king of Egypt feized him,’ and put him in 
bands, ver. 33. fearing leaft he fhould give him difturbance, 
carried him to Egypt, and there he died foon after, ver. 34. 
This Jehoahaz is that young lion whom Ezekiel {peaks of in 


his /amentation for the princes of Ifrae/, that learned to catch 


the prey, and devour men, (that was the evil he did in the fight 
of the Lord); but the nations heard of him, he was taken in 
their pit, and they brought him with chains into the land of Egypt, 
* Ezek, xix. 1,—4. See Jer. xxii. 10, 11, 12. 
2. Eliakim, another fon of Jofizh, was made king by the 
king of Egypt. It is not faid in the room of Jehoahaz, his 


- reign was fo fhort, that it was fcarce worth taking notice of, but 


in the room of Jofiah. The crown of Judah hath hitherto al- 
ways defcended from a father to a fon, and never till now 
from one brother to another. Once the fucceffion had fo 
happened in the houfe of Ahab, but never till now in the honfe 
of David. —The king of Egypt. having ufed his power in mak- 


ing him king, farther fhewed it in changing his name, he call-_ | 


ed him Fehoiakim ; a name that has reference to Jehovah ; for 
he had no defign to make him renounce or forget the ‘religion 
of his country: All people will walk in the name of their God, 
and let him do fo. The king of Babylon did not do fo by 
thofe whofe names he changed, Dan. i. 7 


Of this Jehoiakim we are here told, (1.) That the king of 


Egypt made him poor, exaéted from him the vaft tribute of a 
hundred talents of filver, and a talent of gold, ver. 23. which, 
with much ado, he fqueezed out of his fubjects, and gave it to 
Pharoah, ver. 35. Formerly the Ifraelites had fpoiled the 
Egyptians, now the Egyptians fpoil Ifrael. See what woful 
changes fin makes. (2.) That which made him poor, yet. did 
not make him good. Notwith{tanding the rebukes of Provi- 
dence he was under, by which he fhould have been convinced, 
humbled, and reformed, he did that which was evil in the 
Sight of the Lord, ver. 37. and fo prepared againft himfelf 

_ greater judgments ; for fuch God will fend, if leffer do not do 
the work for which they are fent. 


CoH APs eX X1V. 
Things are here ripening for, and haflening towards the ut- 
ter defiruction of Jerufalem. We left Febviakim on the 
throne, placed there by the king of Egypt, now, bere we 


have, 1. The troubles of his reign, how he was brought 


into fubjedtion hy the king of Babylon, and feverely cha/li- 
fed for attempting to foake off the yoke, ver. 1,—6. and how 
t alfo was conquered by Nebuchadnezzar, ver. 7. 

Il. The defolations of his fon’s reign, which continued but 
three months ; and then be, and all bis great men} being 
forced to furrender at diferction, were carried captives to 
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Babylon, ver, 8,16. TIT. The preparativesof the next 
reign, which was the laff of all, for the utter ruin of Fe- 
rufalem, which the-next chapter gives us an account of, 
ver. 17,—=20 


N-his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
cameé up, and Jehoiakim became his fervant 
three years: then he turned and rebelled a- 
gainft him, 2 And the Lorp fent againft him 
bands of the Chaldees, and bands of the Syrians, 
and bands of the Moabites, and bands of the 
children of Ammon, and fent them againft Ju- 
dah to deftroy it, according to the word of the 
Lorp, which he f{pake by his fervants the pro- 
phets.. 3 Surely at the commandment of the 
Lorp came this upon Judah, to remove ¢hem 
out of his fight, for the fins of Manafleh, ac- 
cording to all that he did: 4 And alfo for the 
innocent blood that he fhed, (for he filled Je- 
rufalem with innocent blood) which the Lorp 
would not pardon. 5 4 Now the reft of the 
acts of Jehoiakim, and all that he did, are they 
not written in the book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Judah? 6 So Jehoiakim flept. with his 
fathers: and Jehoiachin his fon reigned in his 
ftead. 7 And the king of Egypt came not a- 
gain any more out of his land: for the king of 
Babylon had taken from the river of Egypt*un- 
to the river Euphrates, all that pertained to the 
king of Egypt. 


We have here the firft mention of a name which makes a - 
great figure both in the hiftories and in the prophecies of the Old 
Teftament. It is that of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
ver. 1. that head of gold: a potent prince, and one that. was 
the terror of the mighty in the land of the living ; and yet his 
name had not been known in facred writ, if it had not been — 
employed in the deftruétion of Jerufalem, and the captivity of 
the Jews. 

1. He made Jehoiakim his tributary, and kept him in fab- 
jection three years, ver. 1. Nebuchadnezzar began his reign 


‘in the fourth year of Jehoiakim ; in his eighth year he made 


him his prifoner, but re{tored him’ upon his promife of faithful. 
nefs to him. That promife:he kept about three years, but then 
rebelled, probably in hopes of affiftance from the king of Egypt. 
If Jehoiakim had ferved his God ashe fhould have done, he 
had not been fervant to the king of Babylon; but God would 
thus make him know the difference between. his fervice and 
the fervice of the kings of the countries, 2 Chron. xii. 8. If he 


had been content with his feryitude, and true to his word, his 


condition had been no worfe } but‘ rebelling again{t the king of 


- Babylon, he plunged himfelf into more trouble. 


3. When he rebelled, he fent his forces againft him to de- 
{troy his country, bands of Chaldeans, Syrians, Moabites, Am- 
monites, who were all now in the fervice and pay of the king 
of Babylon, ver. 2. and withal' retained, and now fhewed their 
ancient enmity to the [frael of God. Yet no mention is here 
made of their commiflion from the king of Babylon, but only 
of that from the King of kings: Zhe Lord feat againf? him alt 
thefe bands. And again, ver. 3. Surely at the commandment of 
the Lord came this upon Fudab, elfe the commandment of Ne- 

4 M2 buchadnezzar 


644 


buchadnezzar could not have brought it. 
-God’s purpofes, thet are not aware of it. 


Many are ferving 


Two things God intended in faffering Judah to be thus ha- 


rafled. (1.) The punifhment of the fins of Manafleh, which 
God now vilited upon the third and fourth generation. So long 
he waited before he vifited them, to fee if the nation would re- 
pent; but they continued impenitent, notwith{tanding Jofiah’s 
endeavours to reform thei, and ready to relapfe, upon the firft 
turn, into their former idolatries. Now the old bond was put 
in fuit, they were called up upon the former judgment; that 
was revived which God-had /aid up in flore, and fealed among 
his treafures, Deut. xxiii. 34. Job xiv. 17. and’ in remem- 
brance of that, he removed Judah out of his fight, and let. the 


' world know, that time will not wear out the guilt of fin, and 


that reprieves are not pardons. All that Manafleh did was 
. called to mind, but efpecially the innocent bluod that he Seed: 
tauch of it, we may fippofe, was the blood of God’s witnefles 
and worlhippers, which the Lord would not pardon.—Is there 
then any unpardonable fin but the blafphemy againft the Holy 
Ghoft? This is meant of the remitting of the temporal pu- 
mifhment. Though Manaffeh repented, and we have reafon to, 
think the perfecutions and murders he was guilty of were par- 
, doned, fo that he-was -delivered from the wrath to come}; yet, 
_as they were national fins, they lay ftill charged upon the land, 
crying for national judgments.” Perhaps fome were now living 
that were aiding and abetting ; and the prefent king was guilty 
of innocent blood, as appears Jer. xxii, 17. ‘See what a pro- 
‘woking fin-nurder is, how loud it cries, and how long. See 
what need nations have to lament the fins of their fathers, left 
they {mart for them. (2.) God intended hereby the accom. 
plifhment of the prophecies: it was according to the word. of 
the Lord, which be fpake by his fervants the prophets. Rather 
*fhall Judah be removed out of his fights nay; rather fhall Acaven 
and earth pafs aiay, than any word of God fall to the ground. 
Threatenings will be fulfilled as fure as promifes, if the finner’s 
Yepentance prevent not. 


3- The king of Egypt was likewife fubdued by the king of 


Babylon, and a great part of his.country taken from him, ver. i} 


Tt was but lately, thathhe-had opprefled Lrael, chap..xxiti.. 33. now 
he is himfelt brought down, and, difabled, to attempt: any thing, 
for the recovery, of his, lofles, or the affiftance-of his allies » he 


dares not, come any more out-of his land. Afterwards, he: at-. 


tempted. to give Zedekiah fome relief, but: was obliged to. re- 
tre, Jer. xxxvii. 7. 

4. Jehoiakim. feeing his country laid wafte, and himfelf rea- 
dy to. fall into the enemy’s. hand,.as it fhould feem, broke his: 
‘heart, and died for grief.in the midft of his days, ver. 6. So. 
Fehoiakim flept evith his fathers.s-butit-isnotfaid he was bu- 
vied with them; for, no doubt, the: prophecy of Jexemiah was 
fulfilled, that he fhould not. be lamentedy as his father was, but, 
buried with the burial of an aft, Jer. xxii 185 19. and. his 
dead body caft out, Jer: xxxvir 30. 

§ qj Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when. 
he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerufalem 
three months: and his mother’s name was Ne- 
hufhta, the daughter of Elnathan of Jerufalem. 
9 And he did that which was evil in the fight 
of the Lorn, according to all that ‘his’ father 
had. done. 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up a- 
gainit Jervfalem, and the city was befieged, 
11 And Nebuthadnezzar king of Babylon came 
againft the city, and his fervants did hefiege it. 
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_ remained, fave the pooreft fort of the people of 


What an unnatural father had he, who begat him to foffer for 
_ him; and by his own fin and folly had left himfelf nothingto. 
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12 And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out 
to the king of Babylon, he, and his mother, and 
his fervants, and his princes, and his officers + 
and the king of Babylon took him in the eighth, 
year of his reign. 13 And he carried out thence. 
all the treafures of the houfe of the Lorp, and 
the treafures of the king’s houfe, and cut in ple- 
ces all the veflels of gold which Solomon king 
of lfrael had made in the temple of the Lorn, 
as the Lorn had faid. 14 And he carried away: 
all Jerufalem, and all the princes, and all the 
mighty men of valour, even ten thoufand cap- 
tives, and all the craftfmen, and fmiths: none 


the land. 415 -And he carried away Jehorachin 
to Babylon, and the king’s mother, and the 


king’s wives, and his officers, and the mighty of. 
the land, ¢hofe carried he -into captivity, from 


Jervfalem to Babylon. 16 And all the men of 
might, even feven thoufand, and craft{men, and’ 
{miths a thoufand, all zhac were {trong and apt 


for war, even them the king of Babylon brought . 
17 4 And the king of — 


captive to Babylon. 
Babylon made Mattaniah his father’s brother 
king in his ftead, and changed his name to Ze- 
dekiah, 18 Zedekiah wus twenty and one 


Chap. XXIV, 


years old when he began to reign, and he reigns. | 
ed eleven years in Jerufalem: and his mother’s 


name was Hamutal, the daughter. of Jeremiah 
of Libnah. 19 And he did that which was 


evil in the fight of the Lorn, according to all 


that Jehoiakim had done. 20 For. through. the. 


anger of the Lorn it came to pafs in Jerufalem 


and Judah, until he had caft them out from. his 


_prefence, that Zedekiah rebelled againft the 


king of Babylon. 


This, fhould have been the hiftory of king Jehoiachin’s reign, 


but, alas, it is only the hiftory of king Jehoiachin’s captivity, 
as it is called, Ezek. i. 2. He came to the crowa not. to 


have the honour of wearing it, but the fhame of lofing. its 


Ldeo tantum venerat ut exiret. ; as 
1. His reign was fhort ‘and inconfiderable ; he reigned but. 
three months, and then was removed, and. carried Captive to. 


Babylon, as his father it is hkely would have been, if he had” 


lived but fo much longer, What an unhappy young prince 
was this, that was thra{t into a falling honfe, a finking throne! 


| bequeath to his fon: but his own iniferies !—Yet this, young 


Io 4 At that time the fervants of | 


prince reigned long enough to thew that he juffly fmarted for 


his father’s fins, for he trode in their fteps, ver. 9, he did that 
which was evil in the Sight of the Lord, as they had done. 


| He did nothing to cut off the entail of the curfe, to difcharge 
| the incumbrances of his crown ; and. therefore tranfit cum o~ 
! ea f Hes (205 8 ;, Fie Gah Rg 

| rere with his own iniquity, that of his fathers fhall come in- 


to, the account. 


- 2 The calamities that came ‘upon ‘him, and his family a 
i —~ . es ‘ ani A rh. 


aE 2 


LE ce A GON AVR eT MEO oe ee PO] 


‘oe 


. Chap. XIV. 


vous, 
i, Jerufalem was befieged by the king of Babylon, ver. 
10, 11, He had fent his forces to ravage the country, ver. 
2. now he came himfelf and laid fiege to the city. Now the 
word of God was fulfilled, Deut. xxvii. 49, &c. The Lord 
foal bring a nation againft thee from afar, of fierce countenance, 
that fhall firlt eat the fruit of thy land, and then befiege thee in 
all thy gates. 
2dly, Jehoiachin immediately furrendered at difcretion. As 
foon as he had heard the King of Babylon was come in perfon 
again{t the city, his name being by this time become very for- 
midable, he beat a parley, and went out to him, ver, 12. Had 
he made his peace with God, and taken the method that He- 
' Zekiah did in the like cafe, he needed not to have feared the 
king of Babylon, but might have held out with courage, ho- 
hour, and fuccefs; one fhould have chafed a thoufand; but 
wanting the faith and piety of an Ifraelite, he had not the re- 
folution of a maa, of a foldier, of a prince. He and his roy- 
al family, his mother, and. wives, his fervants and princes, de- 


livered themfelves up prifoners of war; and this came of their. 


heing fervants of fin. 
3dly Nebuchadnezzar rifled the treafuries both of the church 
and of the ftate, and carried away the filver and gold of both, 
_-ver. 13. Now the word of God by Ifaiah was fulfilled, chap. 
xx. 07. all that is in thine houfe fbail be carried to Babylon. 
Even the veffels of the temple which Solomon had made, and 
laid up in ftore to be ufed as the old ones were worn out, he 
_ cut off from the temple, and began to cut them in pieces, but 
upon fecond thoughts referved them for his own ufe ; for we 
find: Belfhazzar drinking wine in them, Dan. v. 2, 3. 
4thly, Fle carried away a great part of Jerufalem into cap- 
' tivity, to weaken it, that he might effectually fecure to himfelf 
the dominion of it, and prevent its revolt ; and to enrich him- 
felf with the wealth, or fervice of thofe he took away. There 


had been fome carried away eight years before this, in the firft.’ 


year of Nebuchadnezzar, and third of Jehoiakim ; among them 
were Daniel and his fellows. See Dan. i. 1, 2. They had 
approved themfelves fo well, that this -politic prince coveted 
more of them. Now he carried off, (1.) The young king 
himfelf, and. his family, ver. 15. and we find, chap. xxv. 25, 
29. that for thirty-feven years he continued a clofe prifoner. 
(2.) All the great men, the princes, and officers, whofe rich- 
es were kept for the owners thereof to their hurt, Eccl. vy. 
13. tempting the enemies to -make a prey of them firft. (3.) 
All the military men, the mighty mea of valour, ver. 14. the 
“mighty men of the land, ver. 15. the men of might, even all that 
_» were firong and apt for war, ver. 1§.. Thefe could not de- 
fend themfelves ; and the conqueror would not leave them to 
defend their country, but took them away to be employed in 
“his fervice. (4.) All the craftfmen and fmiths who made 


city, according to the Philiftines policy, 1 Sam. xiii, 19. In 
- this captivity Ezekiel the prophet was carried away, Ezek. i. 
#1, 2. and Mordecai, Efth. it. 6.—This Jehoiachin was alfo 
called Jeconiah, t Chron. iii. 16. andin contempt Coniah, Jer. 
XxXiil, 24. where his captivity is foretold. , * 

3. The fucceffor whom the king of Babylon appointed in 
the room of Jehoiachin. God had written him childlefs, Jer. 
 *xii. 30. and therefore his uncle was entrufted with the. go- 

-vernment. The king of Babylon made Mattaniah king, the 
~ fori of Jofiah, and to mind him, and let all the world know, 
_ that he was his creature, he changed his name, and called him 

Zedekiah, ver. 17. God had fometimes charged it upon his 

people, They, have fet up kings but not by me, Hof. vii. 4. and 
sow to punifh them for that, the king of Babylon fhall have 


- 


a“ 
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~ and people, in the very beginning of his reign, were very grie- 


weapons of war; in taking them, he did in effet difarm the 
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the fetting up of their kings... Thofe are juftly deprived of 
their liberty, that ufe it and infilt upon it againft God’s aus 
thority.—This Zedekiah was the, laft of the kings.of Judah. 
‘The name which the king of Babylon gave him, fignies, The 
Jufice of the Lord, which was.a prefage of the glorifying of 
God’s juftice in his ruin. 

if, See how impious.this Zedekiah was- Though, the 
judgments of God upoa his three immediate predeceflors might 
have been a warning to him not to tread in their {teps;, yet 
he did that which was evil, like all the relt, vere 14 

2dly, See how impolitic he was. As-his predeceffor lo& 


"his courage, fo he his conduct, with his religioa ; for he rebel 


led againft the king of Babylon, ver. 22. wholetribatary heawwas, 
and fo provoked him whom he was utterly unable to contend 
with, and who, if he had continued true to,-him, would have 
protected him; which was the. moft foohth thing he could 
do, and hattened the ruin of his kingdom. This came to pals 
through the anger of the Lord, that he might caft them out fromm 
his prefence. Note, When thofe that are intrufted with the. - 
counfels of a nation aé& unwifely, and again{t their true intereft 
we ought to take notice of the difpleafure of God in. it. 4 In: 
is for the fins of a people that God removes the:/peech of the 


trufly, and takes away the under/fanding of the aged, and hides, » 


Jrom their eyes the things that belong to 


the; public peaces Whoin 
God will deftroy, he infatuates. ~ 


CHAP. XXV. bi. 
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Ever fince Davids time, Ferufalem had been a famous place: a u 


beautiful for fituation, and the joy of the whole earth 5 
while the book of Pfalms lafts, that name will found gréat. 
In the New Tefament we read much of it, when it was, 
as bere, ripening again far its ruin. dn the clofe of the 
Bible, we read of a new Ferufalem ; every thing. therefore 
that concerns Ferufulem'is worthy our regard. In this 
chapter we have, 1. The utter defiruaion of Jerufalem by 
the Chaldeans; the city befieged and taken, ver.'1,—4. 
the houfes burnt, ver. 8, 9. the wall broken down, ver. 18. 
and the inbabitants carried away into captivity, ver. 11> 
12. The glory of Jerufalem was, (1.) That it was the’ 
royal city, there were et the thrones of the houfe of Davids 
but that glory is here departed, for the prince is made @ 
moft miferable prifoner, and the feed royal deflroyed, ver. 
5,—7. and the principal officers put ia death, ver. 18,— 
21. (2.) That it was the holy city, there was the telti-' 
mony of Ifrael; Sut that glory is departed ; for Solomon's ° 
temple 1s burnt tothe ground, ver. 9. and the facred veffels 
that remained are carried away to Babylon, ver. 1 3—— 
17, Thus is Ferufalem become aya widow, Tam. i. te 
Ichabod, Where 1s the~glory? I. The difiratiion and 
difperfion of the remnant that was left in Fudah under Ges 
daliab, yer. 22,—26. Ill. The countenance which after 
thirty-feven years imprifonment was given ta Feboiachin, 


the captived king of Fudah, Ver. 275—30- 
ND it came to pafs in the ninth year of his 
/ reign, in the. tenth month, in the tenth. 
day of the month, #hat, Nebuchadnezzar kingy 
of Babylon came, he and all his hoft again{t Je- 


i4 


rufalem, and pitched againft it, and they built _ 


forts againft it round about. . 2 And the city, 
was befieged unto the eleventh year of king 
Zedekiah, 3 Andon the ninth day of the fourt> 
month, the famine prevailed im the city, and 


‘there was no bread ior the people of the land. 


44 And 
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4 § And the city was broken up, and all. the 
men of war fed by night, by the way of the 
gate, between two walls, which is by the king’s 
garden, (now the Chaldees were againft the ci- 
ty round about), and rhe king went the way to- 
ward the plain. 5 And the army of the Chal- 
dees purfued after the king, and overtook him 
in the plains of Jericho: and all his army were 
feattered from him. 
and brought him up to the king of Babylon, to 
Riblah, and they gave judgment upon him. 7 
And they flew the fons of Zedekiah before his 
eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and 
bound him with fetters of brafs, and carried him 
to Babylon. 

We left king Zedekiah in rebellion againft the king of Ba- 


bylon, chap. xxiv. 20; contriving and endeavouring to fhake 


off his yoke, when he was no way able to do it, nor took the » 


right method, by making God his friend firft. Now, here we 
have an account of the fatal confequences of that attempt. 

1. The king of Babylon’s army laid fiege to Jerufalem, ver. 
1. ‘What fhould hinder them when the country was already 
in their poffeffion ? chap. xxiv. 2. 
the city round about, from whence, by fuch arts of war as they 
then had, they battered it, fent into it infiruments of death, 
and kept out of it the neceflary fupports of life. Formerly 
Jerufalem had been compaffed with the favour of God, as with 
a fhield, but now their defence was departed from them, and 
their enemies furrounded them on every fide. Thofe that by 
fin have provoked God to leave them, will find that inaumer- 
able evils compafs them ahout. "Two years this fiege lafted. 
At firft the army retired for fear of the ‘king of Egypt, Jer. 
XXXvii. 11. but finding him not fo powerful as they thought, 


they foon returned, ‘with a-refolution not to quit the city till | 


they had made themfeélves matters of it. 


2. During this fiege the famine prevailed, ver. 3. fo that for _| 


-a'long time they eat their bread by weight, and with care, 
Ezek. iv. 16. Thus they were punifhed for their gluttony and 
excefs, their fulne/s of bread, and feeding themfelves without 
fear, At length there was no bread for the people of the land, 
i. e. the common people, the foldiers, whereby they were 
weakened, and rendered unfit for fervice. Now they eat their 
own children for want of food ; fee this foretold by one pro- 


phet, Ezek. v. ro. and bewailed by another, Lam. iv. 3. Ge. . 


Jeremiah earneftly perfuaded the ‘king to furrender, Jer. 
xxxvili. 17. but his heart was hardened to his deftruction. 

3. At length the city was taken by ftorm, it was broken up, 
ver. 4. The befiegers made a breach in the wall, ‘at which 
they forced their way into it; the befieged, unable any longer 

to defend it, endeavoured to quit it, and make the beft of their 
way. Many, no doubt, were put to the fword, the victorious 
army being much exafperated by their obftinacy. 

4. The king and his family, and all his great men made 
their efcape inthe night, by fome fecret paflages, which the be- 

_ fiegers either had not difcovered, or did not keep their eye up- 
on, ver. 4. but thofe as much deceive themfelyes who think to 
outrun God’s judgments, as thofe who think to outface them ; 
the feet of him that flees from them,, will as furely ful as the 
hands of him that fights againft them: when God judgeth, he 
will overcome.—Intelligence was giyen to the Chaldeans of 
the king’s flight, and which way he was gone, fo that they 


foon overtook him, ver. 5. his guards were fcattered from him, - 
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6 So.they took the king, 


They built forts again 


_hufbandmen. 13 And the pillars of brafs that” 
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every man fhifting for his own fafety.. Had he put himfelf 
“under God’s protection, that would not have failed him nows 
he prefently fell into the enemies hands; and here we are to'd 
what they did with him. te 
1, He was brought by the king of Babylon, and tried by a 
council of war, for rebelling againit him who fet him up, and 
to whom he had fworn fidelitye God and man had a quarrel 
with him for this, fee Ezek. xvii. 16. The king of Babylon 
now lay at Riblah, which lay between Judea and Babylon, that: 
he might be ready to give orders both to his court at home and 
his army abroad. aks ; t 
-— -2dly, His fons were flain lefore his eyes, though children, 
sthat this doleful fpectacle, the laft his eyes were to behold, 
might leave a remaining impreflion of grief and horror upon 
his {pirit as long as he lived. In flaying his fons, they fhew- 
ed their indignation at his falfehood, and in effect declared, —_ 
that neither-he nor any of his breed were fit to be trufted. 
3dly, His eyes were put out, by which he was: deprived of 


that.common comfort of human fife which is given even to 


them that are in mifery, and to the bitter in foul, the light of the 
fun; by which he was alfo difabled for any fervice. He 
dreaded being mocked, and therefore would not be perfuaded _ 
to yield, Jer. xxxviii. 19.3 but that which he feared came up- 
on him with a witnefs, and, no doubt, added much to his mi-_ 
fery ; for as they that are deaf, are jealous every body talks of 
them, fo they that are blind, are jealous every body laughs at 
them; by this two prophecies that feemed to contradigt one 7 
another were both fulfilled. Jeremiah prophefied, that Zede- 
kiah fhould be brought to Babylon, Jer. xxxil. 54 xxXxiv. 3. | 
Ezekiel prophefied that he fhould not fee Babylon, Ezek. 
xii. 13.; he was brought thither, but his eyes being put Out, — 
he did not fee it. ‘Thus he ended his days before he ended — 
his life. Hi Ae SETTER ee 
4thly, He was bound in fetters of brafs, and fo carried te © 
Babylon. He that was blind needed not to be bound, his — ‘ 
blindnefs fettered him, but for his greater difgrace they led 
him bound; only, whereas common malefactors are laid in — 
iron, Pfal. cv. 18. cvii. 10. he, being a prince, was boand — 
with fetters of brafs ; but that the metal was fomewhat nobler 
and lighter, was little comfort, while {till he was in fetters. 
Let it not feem ftrange if thofe that have been held in the _ 
cords of iniquity, come to be thus eld in the cords of affidtion, — 4 
Job xxxvi. 8. ; es 
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8 ¢ And in the fifth month, on the feventh — 
day of the month (which is the nineteenth year. 
of king Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon) came 
Nebuzar-adan captain of the guard, a fervant of — 
the king of Babylon, unto Jerufalem: g And © 
he burnt the houfe of the Lorn, and the king’s — 
houfe, and all the houfes of Jerufalem, and e- — 
very great man’s houfe burnt he with fire. 10 ~ 
And all the army of the Chaldees, that were 
with the captain of the guard, brake down the 
walls of Jerufalem round about. 11 Now the © 
reft of the people chat were left in the city, and — 
the fugitives that fell away to the king of Ba ~ 
bylon, with the remnant ofsthe multitude, did 
Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carry. 
away. 12 But the captain of the guard left of 
the poor of the land, zo be vine-drefiers and — 
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“were in the houfe of the Lorn, and the bates, 
and the brafen fea that was in the houfe of the 
Lorn, did the Chaldees break in pieces, and 
carried the brafs of them to Babylon. 14 And 
the pots, and the fhovels, and the fnuffers, and 
the {poons, and all the veflels of brafs where- 
with they miniftered, took they away. 1 5 And 
the fire-pans, and the bowls, and fuch things 
as were of gold, in gold, and of filver, in filver, 
the captain of the guard took away. 16 The 
two pillars, one fea, and the bafes which Solo- 
ton had made for the houfe of the Lorn, the 
brafs of ali thefe veffels was without weight. 
17 The height of the one pillar was eighteen 
cubits, and the chapiter upon it was brafs: and 

the heigat of the chapiter three cubits: and 
the wreathen-work, and pomegranates upon 
the chapiter round about, all of brafs: and like 
unto thefe had the fecond pillar with wreath- 
en-work. 18 | And the captain of the guard 
took Seraiah the chief prieit, and ‘Zephaniah 
the fecond prieft, and the three keepers of the 

door. 1g And out of the city-he took an offi- 
cer, that was fet over the men of war, and five 

‘men of them that were in the king’s prefence, 

_ which were found in the city, aud the principal 
{cribe of the hoft, which muttered the people 
‘of the land, and threefcore men of the people 
of the land that were found in the city. 20 And 
Nebuzar-adan captain of the guard took thefe, 
and brought them to.the king of Babylon, to 
Riblah. 21 And the king of Babylon {mote 
them, and flew them at Riblah in the land of 
Hamath. So Judah was carried away out of 
their land. at ; 

Though we have reafon to think the army of the Chaldé- 
ans much enraged againft the city for holding out with fo 
much ftubbornnefs, yet they did not therefore. put all to fire 


and {word as foon:as they had taken the city, which is too 
commonly done in:that cafe; but about a month after (com- 


pare ver. 8. with ver. 3.) Nebuzar-adan was fent with orders - 
to complete the deftruction of Jerufalem. This {pace God - 


gaye them to repent after all the foregoing days of his patience; 
but in vain, their hearts (for ought appears) were {till harden- 
ed, and therefore execution is awarded tothe utmott: 

1. The city and temple are burnt, ver. 9. Itdoth not ap- 
pear that the king of Babylon defigned to fend-any, colonies to 
people Jerufalem, and therefore he-ordered it to be laid in 
afhes, as a neft of rebels. At the burning of the king’s houfe, 
and the houfes of the great men, one cannot fo much wonder, 
‘the inhabitants. had by their fins made them: combuttible > but 
that the Aou/e of the Lord fhould perifh in thefe flames, that 
that holy and beautiful houfe fhould be burnt with fire, Lf. 
Ixiv. 11. is very ftrange; that houfe which David prepared 
for, and which Solomon built at fuch a vaft expence; that 
houfe which had the eye and heart of God perpetually upon 
it, 1 Kings ix. 3: might not that have been {matched as a brand 
out of this burning? No, that will not be fire-proof again{t 


o 


God’s judgments ; this ftately ftru@ture muft into athes, and 
it is probable the ark in it; forthe enemies having heard how 
dear the Philiftines paid for the abufing of it, durft not feize 
‘that, nor did any of its friends take care to préferve it, for 
then we fhould have heard of it again in the fecond temple. 
One of the Apocryphal writers doth indeed tell us, that the 
prophet Jereiniah got it-out of the temple, aad conyeyed it to 
a cave in mount Nebo, on the other fide Jordan, and hid it 
there, 2 Mace. it. 4, 5-3 but.that could not be, for Jeremiah 
was a clofe prifoner at that time. By the burning of the tem- 
ple, God would thew how little he cares for the external pomp 
of his worfhip when the life and power of religion is neglected. 
The people trulted to the temple, as if that would protect them 
‘in their fins, Jer. vii. 4. but God by this lets them know, that 
when they had profaned it, they would find. it but a refuge of 
lies. About four hundred and twenty years (fome fay four 
hundred and thirty) this temple had ftood, the people having, 
forfeited the promifes made concerning it, thofe promifes mutt 
be underftood of the gofpel-temple, which is God’s reft for e- 
ver.—It is obfervable that the fecond temple was burnt by the 
Romans the fame month, and the fame day of the month, 
that the firft temple was burnt by the Chaldeans, which Jofe- 
phus faith was the tenth of Augutt.. 

2. The walls of Jerufalem are demolifhed, ver. 10. as if 
the victorious army would be revenged on them that had kept 
them out fo long, or at leaft prevent the like oppofition ano- 
ther time. Sin unwalls a people, and_ takes away their des 
fence :. thefe walls were nevér repaired till Nehemiah did it, 

3. The refidue of the people are carried’ away Captive to- 
Babylon, ver. 11... Mott of the inhabitants had: perifhed by 
fword or famine, or had made their efcape when the kiag did,. 
(for it is faid, ver. 5. Ais army qwas Jeattered from. him), {o that: 
there were very few left, who, with the deferters;. making in 
all but eight hundred and thirty-two perfons, (as appears Jer. 
lii. 29.), were carried away into captivity ; only ¢he poor of 
the: land were left behind, ver: 12. to till the ground, and drefs 
the vineyards for the Chaldeans, Sometimes poverty isa pro-- 
tection, and one has reafon to fay, Fare fall nothing ; for they 


that. have. nothing, have nothing to lofe. _When the rich » 


Jews, who had been oppreflive to the poor, were made ftran- 
gers, nay, prifeners in an enemy’s country, the poor, whom 
they had defpifed and oppreffed, had fiberty and peace in their’ 
own country... Thus providence fometimes remarkably -humbles 
the proud, ‘and ‘favours them of low degree. 


' 4. The brafen veffels and other appurtenances of the temple>_ 


are carried away, thofe of filver and gold being moft of them 
gone before; thofe two famous columns of brafs, Jachin and 
Boaz, which fignified the f{trength and {tability of the houfe of 
God, were broken to pieces, and the brafs.of them carried to Ba- 
bylon, ver. 13. When the things fignified were finned away, 
what fhould the figns ftand there for? Ahaz had profanely cut 0 

the borders of the bafes, and put the brafen fea upon a pavement 
of ftones, 2 Kings xvi. 17.5 jultly therefore are the bafes them- 
felves and the brazen fea delivered into the enemies hand. _ Te 
is juft with God to-take away his: ordinances: from thofe that 
profane and abufe them, that curtail and deprefs them. Some 
things remained of gold and filver,. ver. 15. which were now. 
carried off:- but moft of this plunder was. brafs, fuch a vaft 
quantity of it, that it is faid to be avithout weight, ver. 16. the 
carrying away of the veffels wherewith they miniflered, ver. 14. 
put an end to the adminiftration, It was.a righteous thing 
with God to deprive tnofe of the benefit of his worfhip that 


had flighted it fo long, and preferred falfe worthips before its. _ 


they that would have many.altars, now fhall have none. 
5+ Several of the great men are flain in cold blood. Serax 
jah the chicf prieft, who was the father of Ezra (as appears 
Ezra 
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Ezra vii. 1.), the feeond prieft, that svhen there was occation 
officiated for him, and three door-keepers of the temple, ver. 
18. the general of the army, five privy-counfellors, (atierwards 
they made them up feven, Jer. lit, 26), the fecretary of war, 
or paymafter of the army, -and threefcore country,gentlemen 
that had concealed themfelves. in the city; thefe being perfons 
of fome rank, were: brought to the king of Babylon, ver, 79> 
20. wha ordered. them, to be all: put to.;death, ver 21+ W nen 
in reafon. they. might have hoped. that furely the bitterntels of 
death was patts thefe the king of Babylon’s, regency looked 
upon as moft aétive in oppoling 
may {uppofe, looked upon them as ring-leaders in that idolatry 
~ and impiety which were punifhed by thefe defolations.—-T his 
completed the calamity: 5a Judah was carried away out of 
their land, about eight hundred and fixty years ager they were 
“putin pofleflion of it by Jofhua. Now the {cripture was fulfil 
Ted, The Lord fball bring thee, and the king which thou foalt fet 
over thee, into a nation which thou hafl aot known, Deut. xxvii. 
26. Sin kept their fathers forty years out of Canaan, and now 
turned them out. The Lord ts known by thofe judgments 
which be executeth, and makes good that word which he hath 
{poken, Amos iii. 2, You only have I known of all the fami- 
hes of the earth, therefore I will punifh you for all your ini- 
quities. : 
22 G And as for the people that remained in 
“the land of {udah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon had left, even over them he made 
Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam, the fon of Sha- 


phan, ruler. 23 And when all the captains of 


the armies, they and their men, heard that the | 


king of Babylon had made -Gedaliah governor, 


there came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ith-- 


mael the fon of Nethaniah, and Johanan the 


- fon of Gareah, and Seraiah the fon of Tanhu- | 


meth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the fon 
of a Maachathite, they, and their men. 24 And 
Gedaliah fware to them, and’to their men, and 


faid unto them, Fear not to be the fervants of © 


the Chaldees: dwell in the land, and ferve the 
king of Babylon, and it {hall be well with you. 
25 But it came pafs in the feventh month, that 
Lhmael the fon of Nethaniah, the fon of Elifha- 
«mah, of the feed royal, came, and ten men with 
him, and fmote Gedaliah, that he died, and the 
Jews and the Chaldees, that were with him at 
Mizpah. 26 And all the people both fmall and 
great, and the captains of the armies arofe, and. 
came to Egypt: 


Chaldees. 27 4 And it came to pais in the fe- 


‘wen and thirtieth year of the captivity of Jeho- - 


iachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on 
the feven and twentieth day of the month, that 
Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that 
he began to reign, did lift up the head of Jeho- 
‘jachin king of Judah out : 


he {pake kindly to_him, and fet his throne a- 


—bove the throne of the kings that were with — 
29 And changed his prifon- | 


him in Babylon. 


i. “K T7N*G Gi 
garments: 2nd he did cat bread continually be-- 
fore him alltthe days of, his ‘life. 


days of his life, 


him; but. divine juftice, we . 


“famous in Samuel’s time; 


for they were afraid of the | 


of prifon. 28 And | 


Chap. XRV. 


allowance was a continual allowance given him 
of the king, a daily rate for every day, all the 


i 


In thefe verfes we have, 
1/'The difperfion of the remaining people, the city of Jeru- 


“fale was quite laid wafte. ‘Some people there were in the 
land of Judah, ver. 22. that had rid out the ftorm, and (which 


was no fmall favour at this time, Jer. xlv. 5.) had sheir dives 
given them for a prey. Now fee, Te a 
1/7, What a good pofture they were put into. ‘The king of 
Babylon appointed Gedaliah, one ‘of themfelves, tobe their 
governot and protector under him, a very good man, and one 
that would thake the belt of bad, ver. 22.5 his father Ahikam 


~ was one that countenanced and protected Jeremiah when the 


princes had vowed his death, Jer. xxvi.-24. It was probable 


- this Gedaliah, by the advice of Jeremiah, had gone over to the 
| Chaldeans, and had approved hivnfelf fo well, that the king of 


Babylon intrufted him with the government. He refided not 
at Jerufalem, but at Mizpah, in the land of Benjamin, ‘a place 
thither thofe came that fled from 
Zedekiah, ver. 5. and put themfelves under his protection, ver. 
23. which he affured them of, if they would be patient and 


peaceable under the government of the’king of Babylon, ver. - 


24. Gedaliah, though he had not the pomp and power of a 
fovereign prince, yet might have been a greater blefing to them 
than many of their kings had been, efpecially having: fuch a 
privy council as Jeremiah, who was now with them, and inte- 
re(ted himfelf io their affairs, Jer. xl. 5,6. © 

2dly, What a fatal breach was made upon them prefently 


by the death of Gedaliah, within two months after he entered : 
_upon his government.—The utter extirpation of the Jews for 


the prefent was determined, and therefore it is in vain for them 


“to think of taking root again, the whole land muft be plucked 


up, Jer. xlv. 4. Yet this hopeful fettlement is dafhed to pie- 
ces, not by the Chaldeans, but by fome of themfelves. The 
things of their peace were’ fo hid from their eyes, that they 
knew not when they were well, nor would believe when they 
were told. 

(1.) They had a good governor of their own, and him they 
flew for fpite to the Chaldeans, becaufe he was appointed by 
Nebuchadnezzar, ver. 25. [fhmael, who was of the royal fa- 
mily, envying Gedaliah’s advancement, and the happy fettle- 
ment of the people under him, though he could not propofe to 
fet up himéelf, refolved to ruin him, and bafely flew him and 
all his friends, both Jews and Chaldeans. Nebuchadnezzar 
would not, could not have been a more mifchievous enemy to 
their peace, than this degenerate branch of the houfe of Da- 
yid was. “4 


run it, and went to Egypt for fear of -the Chaldees,, ver. 26. 
The Chaldeans had reafon enough to be offended at the mur- 
der of Gedaliah ; but if thofe that remained had humbly re- 


~ monflrated.to them that it-was only the aét of Ifhmael and his 


party, we may fippofe they who were innocent of it, nay, who 
faffered greatly by it, fhould not have been punifhed for it; but, 
under pretence of this apprehenfion, contrary to the counfel of 
Jeremiah, they all went to Egypt, where, it is probable, they 


“mixed with the Egyptians by degrees, and‘were never heard. 


of niore as Iffaelitese’ Thus was therea fall end made of them 
by their own folly and difobedience, and Egypt had the laft of 
them, that the laft veefe of that chapter of threatenings might 
be fulfilled after all the reft, Deut. xxviii. 68. The Lord fhall 
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(z.) They were as yet in their own good land, but they out- : 
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_afflitted, Pal. xc. 15. 
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Chap. XXV. 


bring thee into Fypt again, Thefe events are more largely re- 
lated by the prophet Jeremiah, chap. xl. to chap: xlv. Ques 
que ipfe miferrima vidit, et quorum pars magna fuit, © 

The reviving of the captive prince. Of Zedekiah we hear 
no more after he was carried blind to Babylon: it is likely he 


~ did-not live long, but when he died he was buried with fome 


marks of honour, Jer. xxiv. 5. Of Jehoiachin, or Jeconiah, 
who furrendered -himfelf, chap. xxiy. 12. we are here told, 
that as foon as Evjl-merodach came to the crown, upon the 


_ death of his father Nebuchadnezzar, he releafed him out. of 


prifon, where he had lain thirty-feven years, and was now 
fifty-five years old ; bake kindly to him, paid more refpec to 
him than to any other of the kings his father left in captivi- 
ty, ver. 28; gave him princely clothing inftead of his prifon- 
garments, maintained him in:his own palace, ver, 29. and al- 
lowed hima penfion for himfelf and _his family fome way a- 
reeable to his rank, a daily rate for every day as long as he 
Food, Confider this, : 
1ft, As a very happy change of Jehoiachin’s.condition. To 
have honour and liberty after he had been fo long in confine- 
ment and difgrace, the plenty and pleafure of a court, after he 
had been fo long accuftomed to the ftraits and miferies 


of a’ prifon, was like the return of the morning after 


a very dark and tedious night. Let none fay. they  fhall 
never fee good again, becaufe they have long {een little 
but evil; the moft miferable know not what bleffed turn Pros 
vidence may yet give.to their affairs, nor what comforts they 
are referved for, according to the days wherein they have been 
However, the death of afflicted faints, 
is'to them fuch a change as this here was to Jehoiachin ; it 
will releafe them out of their prifon, fhake off the body, that 


~ prifoi-garment, and open the way to their advancement ; will , 


4 
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fend them to the throné, to thevtable of the King of kings, the 
glorious liberty of God’s children. 

2dly, Asa very generous act of Evil-merodach’s. He thought 
his father made the yoke of his captives too heavy, and there- 
fore with the tendernefs of a man and the honour of a prince, 
made it lighter. It fhould feem all the kings he had in his 
power were fayoured, but Jehoiachin above them all; fome 
think for the fake of the antiquity of his family, and the ho- 
nour of his renowned anceftors, David and Solomon. None 
of the kings of the nations, it is likely, were defcended from fo 
long a race of kings in a direct lineal fucceflion, and by a male 
line, as the king of Judah. The Jews fay,this Evil-emerodach 
had been hinifelf imprifoned by his own father, when he re- 
turned from his madnefs, for fome mifmanagement at that time; 
and that in prifon he contraéted a friendfhip with Jehoiachin ; 
and therefore as foon as hé had it in ‘his power, thewed him 
this kindnefg as a fufferer, as a fellow-fufferer, Some fuggelt, 


“that Evil. merodach ‘had learned from Daniel and his fellows : 
the principles of the true religion, and was well affected to them, 
“and upon that account favoured Jehoiachin. ; 


3dly, As a good providence of God, for the encouragement 
of the Jews in captivity, and the {upport of their faith and hope 


"concerning their enlargement in due time. This happened jut 


about the midnight of their captivity; thirty-fix of the feventy 
years were now paft, and almo{t as many were yet behind, and 
now'to fee their. king thus advanced, would be a comfortable ear- 
neft to them of their own releafe in due time, in the fet time: 
Unto the upright there thus arifeth light in the darknefz, to encou- - 
rage them to hope even in the cloudy and dark day, that at e- 
vening time it foall be light; when therefore we are perplexed, 
let us not be in defpair. 
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©F THE FIRST BOOK-OF 


-Iy common things repetition is thought needlefs and naufeous; but in facted things precept muff be 


' upon precept, and line upon line. 


oe Zo me, faith the apoftle, 20 writ the fame things is not grievous, 
 » but-for you it is fafe, Phil. iii. r._ Thefe books of Chronicles are much of them repetition ; fo 


are much of the fecond and third of the four evangelifts : and yet no tautologies, either here or | 


there, no vain repetitions. 


Rat Vou, 8 Bae 


he: We may be ready to think of all the books of holy feripture, we 
_ could beft {pare thefe two books of Chronicles. 


Perhaps we might, and yet we could very ill 
pay 1 5 | | {pare 


Chap. Be 
{pare them ; for there are many moft excellent ufeful' things in them, whiclt we: find not 'elfe- 
where. And for, what we find here which we have already met with, 1. It might be of great ule- 
to thofe who lived when thefe books: were firft publifhed, before the canon ofthe Old Teftament 
was completed, and the particles‘of it put together ; for it would’ mind them of what was more: 
fully related in the other books. “Abftracs, abridgements, and references, are’ of ufe in divinity 
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as well as law... ‘Chat perhaps may not be faid in Vain, which yet has been faid before. 2 It is . 

ftill of ules that out of the mouth of two witneffes every word may be eftablifbed; and being in- — 
culcated; may be remembered. The penman of thefe-books is fuppofed to be Ezra, that ready- 
feribe in the law of the Lord, Ezra'vii. 6. | Tt is a: groundlefs' {tory of that apocryphal writer; 2° 


Efdr., xiy. 21, &c. that all the law being burnt, Ezra was divinely infpired to write it all over 


again, which yet might take rife, from. the books 
the fame ftory:repeated, yet the names of all tho 


of Chronicles, where we find, though not all. 
fe who were the fubje@ts of that ftory. Thefe 


books are ‘called in the Hebrew words’ of days ; journals, or annals, becaufe by divine diretion:, 


colleGed out of fome public and authentic records. 


The collection was made after the captivity, . 


and yet. the language of the originals. written before is fometimes retained, as 2 Chron. v. g.. 
There it is unto this day, which mutt.have. been written before the deftruction of the temple. 
The Septuagint calls it a book Hagzremouivon, of things left, or overlooked by the preceding hif-. 
torian$ ; and feveral fuch'things there are 'invit. It is’ the! rereward, theégathering hoft of this: 


_facred.camp, Which gathets up what remaine 


owe haye, L.A colleGion of facred genealogies, 


whom the apoftle:callsendlefs-genealogies; but e the AD 
“Divers little paflages of hiftory are here inferted, which: we had not before: 


d, that nothing might be loft. In this firft’book 
from Adari'to David’: aid:they are none of thofe 
have their’ ufe and end in Chrift, chap. i. —ixe 


Il. A repetition of” 


“the hiftory of the tranflation of the kingdom from Saul to David, and of the’ triumph of David's: 
. reign, with large additions, chap. x.—xxi,,. Hl. An original account of ‘the fettlenient David- 


made of the ecclefiaftical affairs, and. the pre 
chap. xxiii—xxix. ‘Thele are words.of days, 


. °Teftament-chirch. ‘The reigns of kings, and 
‘mon perfons, are reckoned by days ; for a littl 


nothing toeternity. 


%. 


ea A. & 


This chapter, and many that follow t,.repeat. she geneales 


vegies we have hitheria met with in the facred hiflory, and) 
put them arte together, with confider able. additions... We 
> may be tempted, tt may be, to think it had been well if they 


bad not been writ, becaufe when. they come to be compared? 


‘avith ‘other parallel places, there, are.differences. found, 
which we-canfearce accommodate to.our fatisfalhions, yet: 
we muf? not therefore fumble at the word, but blefs;God 
that the things neceffary to falvation are plain. enough. 
And fince the wife God has, thought. ft to write thefe 
things to.us, we fhould not pafs them over unread. Ali 
Jferipture 1s profitable, tho’ not all alike profiall ; and we may 
‘take occafion for good thoughtsand meditations even from thofe 
_ partsofferipture that do notofer us anyiplenty of obfer vations. 
‘Thefe gencalogies1.Werethen of great uje, when they were 
_ here preferved, andput into the fews bands after theirreturn 
from Babylon; for the captivity, like the deluge, had put 
all into confufion, and they in that difperfion and defpair, 
would be in danger of lofing the diflinélions of their tribes 
and famihes. (This therefore reuves the ancient, land» 


marks even of fome of the tribes,that were carried captive | 


into. Afyria. Perhaps tt might invite the Fews to fludy 
the facred. writings which had been negle&ed, to find the 
names of their anceffors, and the rife of their families in 
then. 2. They dre full of fome ufe for the illufrating of 


the feriptureftory ‘and efpecially for the clearing of the: \ | 
pedigrees of the Meffiah, that it might appear that our | 


paration, he made for the building of the’ temple, 
of the oldeft days, of the bef days, of the Old. 

dates of kingdoms, as well asthe “lives-of' com+: 

e time oft gives.a great turn, and yet all time is: 


=f ps 
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AS 


‘ ites Jpsiared ys 
bleffed Savicur was,..according fo. the prophecies which - 


“qwent before of him, the fon of David, the fon'¢f Fudab, the. 
| fon of Abraham, the fon of Adam. And now be is come for 
whofe fake thefe regiflers were preferved, the + ews finee 


have fo loft all their’ genealogies, that even that of the. 
pricfi, the moft acted of ail, is forgotten, and they know 


“not of any one man in the world that can prove himfelf — 
“of the houfe of Aaron. When the building is reared, the 


Jeaffolds are removed. When the § rOthi ed feed ts ‘conie, 


“rhe line that was'to lead to'bim is broke off.” In this chap’ 


ter we have an abjraét of alt the genealogies in the’ book” 
of Genefis till we come to Jacob. T. The defeents from 
wdam to Noab and bis fons, out of Gen. ¥. vers T,—4.2' 
Il, The poflerity of Noab's fans, by which the earth was 


_ repeopled,, out of Gen. x. ‘ver 5,—23. LE. The defeents” 
from Shem to Abrabam, outof Gen. xi. Vers 24,28. 

IV. The poflerity cf Ifbmael, and of Abrahan's fons by® 

- Keturab, out of Gen. xxy. ver. 29,35. Ve The pofperic’ 


ty of Efau, out of Gen. Xxxyi. Ver. 36,2664.” bfes 18° 
is likely, were paffed over lightly in Genefis; a nd theres” 


©, Chap. 
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‘And the fons:of Gomer; Afhchenaz and Riph- 
ath, and ‘Togarma.,. -7 And the. fons of Jayan : 
Elithah, and. Tarfhith, Kittim, and. Dodanini. 


8 J The fons‘of Ham; Cuth, and Mizraim, Put, 
~and Canaan. gAnd the fons of Cuth ; Seba, and- 


Hayvilah, and Sabta, and-Raamah and Sabtecha: 
and the. fons of Raamah,; Sheba and. Dedan. 
‘toAnd Guth begat Nimrod; he began to be migh- 


‘ty upon the earth. 11 And Mizraim begat Lud- 
‘am, and Anamim,and Lehabim,and Naphtuhim. 


42:And Pathrufim,and Cafluhim, (of whom came 


‘the Philiftines) and Gaphthorim. 13 And Canaan 


begat ‘Zidon-his(firft-born, and Heth, 14’The Je~ 
bufite alfo andthe Amorite,andthe Girgafhite, 15 
-And the Hivite, and the Archite and the Sinite 


16 And the Arvadite,and the Zemarite, and the . 


Hamathite.. 17.9 The fons of Shem ;. Elam, 
and Afhur, and Arphaxad,; and Lud, and Aram, 


_and Uz, and Hull, and Gether, and Methech. 
18 And Arphaxad begat,Shelah, and Shelah .} 


begat Eberi, ‘19, And unto,Eber were .born 
two fons: the name of the one was Peleg, (be- 
caufe in his) days the earth was divided) and 
his brother’s name was Joktan. - 20 And. Jok- 


tan begat..Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazar- . 
maveth, and Jerah, 21 Hadoram alfo, and Uzal, .: 


‘} for to.think the nations are all fo mingled with: one another, 


and Diklah, 22 And Ebal, and Abimael, and 


Sheba.,, 23 And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jo.. 


‘bab. All thefe were the fons of Joktan. 244 
Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah, 25 Eber, Peleg, Reu 
26 Serug; Nahor, Terah, 27 Abram, the fame 
is Abraham, _ ‘ ‘re k { 

This paragraph has Adam for its firt word, and Abraham 
for its laft. “Between the creation of the former, and the 
birth of the latter was two thoufand years: almoft the one 
half of which time Adam himfelf lived. Adam, the common 
father of our flefh, Abraham the common father of the faith- 
ful. By the breach which the former made of the covenant 
of innocency, we.were all,made. miferable : by the coyenant 
of grace made with. the latter, we all are, or may be made hap- 
py. We allare by nature the feed of Adam, branches of that 
wild olive. Let us fee.to it, that by faith we become the 
feed of Abraham, (Romi. iv. 11, 12.), that we be aiid in- 
to the good oliye,.and partake of its root and fatnefs. 

1. The four firft, verles of this paragraph, and the four laft, 
which are linked together by Shem, ver. 4,—24. contain 


< 
% i 


 forethe moons the people of Theffaly that they {prung from 
_ Atopes ; the Athenians that they grew out of the earth ; much 


4 . 
A 


° 


1. CHRONICLES. 


‘ixxxt'8: 


and Eldaah, 
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like the vain imaginations which fome of the philofophers had of 
the origin of the univeife.. The account which the holy {crip- 
ture gives both of the création of the world and of the rife of 
nations, catries with it as clear evidences of its:own: truth, as 
thofe idle traditions do of their own vanity aod falfehoods. 

2. All the verfes between, repeat the account of the replen- 
ifhing of the earth by the fons of Noah after the flood. “(1.) 
He begins with thofe that were ftrangers to the church, the 
fons of Japhet, who: were planted-in the ifles of the Gentiles, 
thofe weftern parts of the world; the countries of Europe. 
Of thefe he gives a fhort- account, ver. 5,-—7.; becaufe with 
thefe the Jews had hitherto had little or no dealings. (2.) 
He proceeds to thofe that had been many*of them enemies to 
the church, the fons of Ham, who moved fouthward ‘towards 
Africa, and'thofe parts:of Afia which lay that: way, : Nimrod 
of Cufh began;te be an-oppreflor, probably to the people. of 
God ia his,time.. “But Mizraim, from whom came. the Egyp- 
tians, and Canaan, from whom came the Canaanites, are both 
of them names of great note in the Jewifh {tory ;\ for! with 
their defcendants, thé Ifrael of God had mighty: ftruggles to 


} get out of the land of Egypt, and into the land. of Canaan ; 


and therefore the branches of Mizraim are particularly recorded, 
ver. 11, 12, and of Canaan, ver. 13,—16. See at what a 
rate God valued Ifrael, when he gave Egypt for their ran/om, 
Ifa. xii. 3. and caft out all thefe nations before ‘them, * Pfal. 


ver, 17,23. ‘Thefe peopled Afia, and {pread. themfelves 
ealtward; the Affyrians, Syrians, Chaldeans, Perfians, and 
Arabians defcended from thefe. * At firft the originals of the 
refpective nations were known 3 but at this day we have rea- 


‘by the enlargement of commerce and dominion, the tranfplant- 
ing of colonies, the carrying away of captives, and many 
fach occafions, that no one nation, no nor the greateft part of 
any, is defcended entire from any of thefe fountains: Only 
this we are fure of, that God has created of one blood all na- 
tions of men ; they are all defcended frdm one Adam, ‘one 
Noah. Have we not all one father ? has not one God created 
us ? Mal. ii. to. Our regifter haften's to the line of Abra- 
ham, breaking off abruptly from all the other families of the 
fons of Noah, but that of ‘Arphaxad, from whom Chrift was 
to come. “The great promife of the Meffiah (faith Bifhop 
Patrick) was tranflated from) Adam to Seth, from him to 
Shem, from him to Eber, and fo to the Hebrew nation, who 
were intruftéd above'all nations with that» facred treafure, till 
the ‘promife was performed, and the Meffiah was come, and 


_then‘that ‘nation was made not a people. 


28 The fons.of Abraham; Ifaac and Ifhma- 
el, 29 9 Thefe are their generations: The 
firft-born. of Ifmmael, Nebaioth; then Kedar, 
and. Adbeel, and, Mibfam, ». 30. Mifhma, and 
Dumah, Maflah, Hadad, and Tema, » 31 Jetur, 
Naphifh, and Kedemah. Thefe’ are the fons 
of Ifhmael. .32 Now the fons of Keturah, 
Abraham’s,concubine: fhe bare. Zimram, and 
Jokfhan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ifhbak, 
and Shuah. ‘And the fons of Jokfhan; Sheba, 


“and Dedan. © 33 And the fons’ of Midian ; E- 


phah,. and Epher, and Henoch, and. Abida, 
All thefe.are the fons of Keturah. 
34 And» Abraham’ begat. Ifaac. 


2N4 Taac ; 


(3:) He then gives an account of thofe that were — 
the anceftors and allies of the church, the pofterity of Shem, 


The fons of — 


~ 
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Ifaac; Ffau and Lfrael. 
fau'; Eliphaz, Reuel, and feufh, and Jaalam, 
and Korah, 36 The fons of Eliphaz; Teman, 
and Omar, Zephi, and.Gatam, Kenaz, and 


Timna, and Amalek.' 37 The fons of Reuel; 


‘Nahath; Zerah; Shamimah, and Mizzah. 38 
And the fotis of Séir; Lotan; and Shobal, and 
Libeon, and Anah, and Difhon, and Ezar, and 
- Ditham: 39 And.the fons-of Lotan, Hori, and 
Homam : and Timna*was Lotan’s fitter. 40 
The fons of Shobal; ‘Alian, and Manahath, 
and Ebal, Shephi, and Onam. And the’ fons 
..of Zibeon . Aiah, and, Anah.....41, The fons of 
vd Anah ;>Difhon.> And the fons of Difhon; Am- 
“yanis and Efhban, and Ithran, and Cheran. | 42 
The fons of Ezer;, Bilhan, and Zavan, and: Ja- 
kan. .. The fons of Dithan 3: Uz, and Aran, 43 


J Now thefe are the kings that reigned in.the 


: Vand of Edom, before: amy king reigned: over 
>the children of Iftaek;’Bela’ the fon of Beor : 
_ and the|name of his city was Dinhabah. 44 
And when. Bela,was dead, Jobab the fon of 
-oGerah, -of Bozrah, reigned: in his ftead.. 45 
“And when Jobab was dead, Hufham of the 
‘~Yand of the Femanites reigned in his ftead. 46 


_ And when Hufham was dead, Hadad the fon’ 
-of Bedad (which {mote Midian in the, field of 
Moab) reigned in. his ftead: and the name of | 


his city was Avith. 47 And when Hadad was 
dead, Samlah of Mafrekah reigned in his ftead. 


..4$ And when Samlah was dead, Shaul, of Re- — 


hoboth by the river, reigned in his ftead.. 49 
~ Ahd when Shaul..was dead, Baalhanan the fon 
of Achbor reigned in his ftead., 50 And-when 
. Baal-hanan was dead, Hadad . reigned: in -his 


“flead: and the name of his city was Pai; and 


~ his wife’s name avas Mehetabel, the daughter of 
sooMatréd, the daughter of: Mezahab.,. 51.4] Ha- 
juodadndied ‘alfo.: 
duke Timnah, duke'Aliah, duke jetheth, ° 5: 
- Duke: Aholibamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon. 


'53 Duke Kenaz, duke;,Teman, duke Mibzar. © 


we 
s 


dukes bf Edam, .*."9 ‘io bes 


soit All nations but the feed of ‘Abraham are already! thaken off 
‘SO ffom this genealogy,’ they havé no. part-or (lotin this) mat- 


ter: |The Lord's portion is his people, them, he, keeps account 
-of, and knows by name ; »but, thefe who are flrangers to him, 
the beholds afar off. Not that we are to ‘conclude,, that there- 
fore no particular perfons of any other nation but the feed of 
‘Abraham found favour with God. ’ It was a truth before Pe- 
“4er perceived it, ¢hat in every nation’ he that feared God, and 
°c qwrought righteou/nels, was accepted. of him. Miultitudes will 
be brought to heaven out of every nation, Rev, vil. 10, and we 
ate willing to hope there were many, very many good people 


‘in the world, that lay out of the’pale of God’s covenant of pes. 


» 
{ 
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35 4-The fons ‘of E-. 


And the dukes,of Edom. were; ‘ 


54 Duke Magdiel, duke Iram; Thefe-are the : 


‘them propagate. 
‘feth away, another comes, (Eccl. i, 4. Numb, xxxits:1 4.) 


Chap. I. 
culiarity with Abraham, whofe names were in the book of life, 
though not defcended from any of the following families. .writ- 


ten in this book. Zhe Lord knows them that are his. But 
Ifrael was a chofen. nation, eleé in type; and'no other nation, 
in its national capacity, was fo dignified and privileged as the 
Jewifh nation was. ‘That is the holy nation, which is the 
fubject of the facred ftory ;.and therefore we are next to fhake 
off, as decently as we can, all the feed. of Abraham, but the 
pofterity of Jacob. only, which were all incorporated into one 
nation, and joined to the Lord, while. the other defcendants 
from Abraham, for ought appears; were, eftranged both from 
God. and from one another...” Fan 

1. We {hall have little to fay to the Ifhmaelites ; they were 
the fons of the bond-woman, that were to be caft out, and net 
to be heirs. with the child of the promife; and their cafe was 
to _reprefent.that.of the unbelieving Jews, who. were rejected, 
Gal. iv. 22. &c. and therefore there is little notice taken, of 
that nation.’ Only Ifhmael’s twelve fons are named here, ver. 
29, 30, 31. to thew the performance of the promife, God 


amade. to Abraham in anfwer.to his prayer for him, that for A- 


braham’s fake he fhould become a great nation, and that parti- 
culatly he fhould beget twelve princes, Gen. xvil. 20. : 
2. We fhall have little to fay to the Midianites, who. de- 
fcended' from “Abraham’s children by Keturah; they were 
children of the ‘eaft, probably Job was one of them, and were 
difmiffed from Ifaac, the heir of the promife, Gen. xxv 6. | 
and therefore they are only named here, ver. 32. and of Midi-- 
an, (who became moft eminent, and perhaps gave denomina=- 
tion to all thefe families, as'Judah to the Jews), one genera 
tion more, vér: 3370) 798, Sia ft ri EG 
- 3. We shall not have much to fay to. the Edomites 5: they” 
had an inveterate. enmity to. God’s. Ifraels, yet becaufe :they 
defcended from Efau the fon of aac, we have here an aceount 
of their families, and the names of fome of their famous men, 
ver. 35. to'the end. Some inconfiderable ‘differences! there 


are between: fome of the’names here, and as we had»them, 


Gen. xxxvi. whence this whole.account is taken. . Three or 
four names that were written with a Vau_ there, are written | 
with aod here ; probably the pronunciation being g altered, as is 
ufual in other languages. We now write many words very dif- 


: ferently from what they were written’ but two hundred years ago. 


Let us take occafion, from thereading of thefe genealogies, 
to think, (1.) Of the multitudes that have gones through this. 


world, haye acted their part in it, and. then quitted it, -- Job, 
‘even in his early day, faw not only every man “drawing after 


him, but innumerable before him, Job xxi. 33. ~ All:thefe, and 
all theits, had their day, many’of them’ made a mighty noife 
and figure in the world; but their day came to fall, and their 
place knew them no more. ‘The paths of death. are trodden 
paths, and wefligia nulla retrorfum. (2.) Of the providence of 
God, which keeps up the generations of men, and fo prefetves 


“that degenerate race, though: ‘guilty and obnoxious, An being 
| ‘upon earth. How eafily could he cut it off without. either a 
deluge or a conflagration? Write bot all the children of men 


childlefs, as fome are, and in a few, years the earth will be ea& 
ed of its burden under which it groans; but the divine patience 
not only lets the trees grow that cumber the» ground; ‘but lets 
As one generation, even of finful’men, paf 


and will do fo while the earth remains. Delroy it not, for @ 
bleffing is mite ley, Saatate 4 ee 


Ct AR? st ee srsas hte s 


Esa) ae AERTS af 
We are now come to what was principally intended, the re 


gifler of the children of Ifrael, that’ diftinguphed people, 
that were tg dwell alone; and ‘not be reckoned; ameng’ the 


- pations.. 
Tx ‘ * 


-Canaanitefs.: 


-ycminadab,; 
* Rest fof the childiend of Judah 5 


4 6, and Joab, and Afahel, three. » 
“* bare Amafa; and the father oF Amata was je- 


Chap. II. he 


nations. Frere 7. is, T.eThe names of the twelve fons of I/- 
yael, ver. 1, 2. And then, IL An account of the tribe of 
Sut which bas thepreedency, not.fo much for tke fake 
- of David, as for the fake of the fon af David, out Lord, 
’ who fprang out of Judah, Hebiwil. tgs -(4.) The frft de- 
Jeendants from Fudal, down (0 Feffi, ver. JH12.(2.) 
“The children of ¥effe, ver. 13,—1'): (3. \ Lhe popflerity of 
 Hezron, not only through Ram, tram vtiom David came, 
- but Caleb, ver. 18,20. Segub, WEF D124. Yonah. 
meel, ver. 25,—33. and fi to, ver! 41. vind more by Ca- 
feb, ver..42,—49. with thé family of Caleb the-fon of 
Hur, ver. 50,—5 5. The beftexpofition: we can give of 
this and the following chapters, and whieh will give the 
cleareft view of them, is thofe genealogical tables which 
were publifhed with fome of the firft imprefficns of the laf 
» Engl Bible about an hundred years ago;-and contigued 
> for fome time ; and it +s pity but they were “revived. in 
Some of our later editions ; for they aré of great 1ifé to 
thofé who dil gently fearch the feriptures. They are faid 
to be drawn up by that Sreat mafler in feripture learning 
Mr Hugh apa dda ee We meet with them fometimes in 
old Bibles. 


SHESE are oe fons. of Ifrael ; 
«Simeon, :Levi, andi Judah, Iachar,/and 


‘Lebulert. i Dan, Jofeph, and Benjamin, Naph- 


tali, Gad, and Ather. 3.4 The fons of Judah; 

Er, and Onan, and Shelah: wich three were 
born unto him of the daughter of Shua the 
: And) Er, the firft-born of Judah 
‘was evil in the fight of the Liorp, and he flew 
‘him. 4 ‘And Tamar his daughter-i in-law, bare 


~ him Pharez and Yerah. All the fons of Judah : 


were fives. 5 The fons of Pharez; Hézron, 
and Hamul.:' “6 And the fons’of Zerah; ‘Zimri, 
and. Ethan, atid Heman, and. Calcol; aad Datar 

five of them’ ‘in all, “7 ‘And the fons of Catmi; 
Achar, the troubler.of Jfrael; who tranfgrefied 

‘in the thing accurfeds ».8\And-the fons of E- 


“than ‘Azariah’ *9 The fons alfo of Hezron, 


that were | ‘porn unto’ him; Jerahmeel, and 
“Ram, ‘and. Chelubai. . 10 And Ram begat Am- 
‘and, Amminadab. began Nahfhon, 


ahfhon ‘begat Salma, and Salma begat Boaz, 
42 And Boaz, begat Obed, and Obed begat 
Jefe... 1 13.91 And Jeffe begat his firft-born, E- 


ven anid Abmadab the fecond, and Shimma 


“the third, * 14 Nethaneel the fourth, Raddai 


A _ the’ fifth. 15 Ozem the fixth, David the fe. 
_. venth: 16 Whofe fifters. were Zerutah, and. 
Abigail. And the fons of Zeruiah ; Abifhai, 


17 And Abigail 


ther the itanaelites 


_ Here i is, 1. The family of JacbbO His twelve fons are here | 

wit aimed: that illuftrious number fo oft celebrated -almoft through- 
Lavoe the whole. Bible, from the firft to the Jaft book of it. 

aid Cs eath turn we meet with the twelve tribes that defcended from. 


At 


Reuben, 


11) And ° 


‘(r.) With fome that were! very ‘bad. 


Judah her father-in-law committed “ineeft) vers 41 


‘Hur. 


“of Machir, the father’ of Gilead. 


» of Tekoa. 
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thefé:twelve !patriarchs. » The perfonal charagier of feveral of 
them-was none of the beft; the four figft were much blemifhed, 
and yet the covenant was intailed on their feed; for it was of 
grace, free grace, that it was faid, Jacob have I loved: Not 
of works, left any man fhould bof. 

2. The‘ family ‘of Judah. That» tribe was moft: praifed, 
moft increafed; and molt dignified of any..of the tiises, and 
therefore; the genealogy of itis the firft and Jarge!t of them all. 
In the aecount here given of the firft branches of that illuftri- * 
ous tree; which Chriit4was'to be the top branch’ of, we “meet, 
Here®is Er, Judah’s 
eldeft fon, thatrwas evil an the fight of the Lord, and was-Cut 
off in the beginning of his days by’a {troke of divine vengeance ; 
the Lord flew him, ver. 3. . His next brother Onan, was no 
better, (and fared no betier). “Here is Tumar, with Whom 
And ‘here 
is “Achany ‘called Achar, a‘troubler, that troubled dfrael by 
taking of the adcurfed;thing- ver. 7. Notey ‘The belt and molt 
honourable families may have thofe belonging to them that have 


their blemithes. (2.) With fome that were very wife’ and pood, 


as Heman and Ethan, Calcol and Darda, who were not, perhaps, 


‘the immediate fons of Zerah, -but‘defeendants from him, and 
‘are named: becaufe they were the glory of their father’s houfe ; 
-for when, the- Holy ;Ghoft. would magnify the .wifdom of; So-. 


Jomon, he faith, he was wifer than thefe four men, who, though 
the fons of Mahol, are called Ezrabites, from Zerah, 1 Kings 
iv. 31. ‘That four brothers fhould’be eminent ‘for Wittont and. 
grace, was a rare thing.) ( 3:) With fome that were verygreat, 


_ as Nahfhon, who was prince of the tribejof Judah, when, the 


camp of Dfrael was formed i in the wildernefs, and, fo Ted. the 


“wan 1n.that glorious march 5 and Salman, or Salmon, who was* 


in that poft’ of honour when they énteted Canaan, ver. ‘TO,11. 
3. The'family of Jeffe; Of which !a particular account is kept 


for the fake of David; andthe fon of David, who is a rod out 
of the lem of Feffe, Ua. xi. 1. 


was a feventh fon ; that his three great commanders, Joab, A- 


Hence it appears, that David 


bifhai, and Afahel, were the fons of one of his fiffers, and A- 
mafa of another. Three of ‘the four went down fliain to: the- 
pit, though they were’ the terror of the mighty. 


18 J And ‘Caleb’ the ‘fon of ‘Hezron bib 


We of Azubah’ dis wife, ‘and of Jerioth > 


her fons are thefe; Jefher, and’ Shobab, and 
Ardon. ' r9 And whem Azubah was dead; /Ca- 
leb took unto him Ephrath, which bare him 
20 And Hur begat! Urip and Uri bégat 


Bezdleel. 21 qf And afterw Sed Hezron went 


‘in to the daughter of Machir, the father of ons 
‘Jead, whom‘ he married when he was threefcore 
‘years old, and fhe bare: him “Segub: 


22 And: 
Segub’ begat Jair, who had three and twenty 
cities in the land of Gilead, 23. And’ he’ took 
Gefhur,. and, Aram, with the towns of Jair, from 
them, with Kenath and the towns. thereof, even 
threefcore cities : all thefe belonged to the fons. 
24 And .after 
that. Hezron was dead’ in Caleb-ephratah, then 
Abiah Hezron’s wife bare him Ather the father 
25\9 And the fons. of. Jerahmeel 
the firtborty of Hezron’ were, Ram ‘the firft- 
born, and Bunah, and Oren, and Ozen, and 
Ahijah, ’ 26. Jerahmeel had alfo another wie 

whole 
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whofename was Atarah, fhe was the. mother 
of Onam. .27 And the: fons.of Ram the firft- 
born of Jerahmeel were, Maaz, and Jamin, and © 
Eker. 28 And the fons of Onam, were Sham- 
maiand Jada, And the fons of Shammai; Na- 
dab, and Abifhur. 29 And the,name,,of the 
wife of Abifhur was Abihail, and fhe bare him 
Ahban, and. Molid. 30 And the fons of.,Na- 
dab; Seled, and Appaim: but Seled died with- 
out children... 31 And the, fons of Appaim; 
Ifhi. And the;fons of Ifhi; Shefhan. And 
‘the children of Shefhan; Ahlai. 32 And the 
fons of Jada the brother of Shammai; Jether, 
and Jonathan: and Jether died without chil- 
dren. 33 And the fons of Jonathan; Peleth, 
and Zaza. Thefe were the fons of Jerahmeel.. 
34 4 Now Shefhan had no fons but, daughters : 
aud Shefhan had afervant, an Egyptian, whofe 
name was Jarha. 35 And Shefhan gave his | 
‘daughter to Jarha his fervant to wife, and fhe 
‘bare him Attai. 36 And Attai begat Nathan, 
and Nathan begat Zabad.. 37 And Zabad be- 
gat Ephlal, and Ephlal begat Obed, 38 And 
Obed begat Jehu, and Jehu begat Azariah, 39 
And Azariah begat Helez, and Helez begat 
Eleafah, 40 And Eleafah begat Sifamai, and 
Sifamai begat Shallum. . 41,.And Shallum- be- 
gat Jekamiah, and Jekamiah begat. Elithama. 
42 4 Now the fons of Caleb the. brother of Je- 
rahmeel, were Mefha his firft-born, which was 
the father of Ziph: and the fons of Marefhah 
the father of Hebron. 43.And.the fons .of, 
Hebron; Korah, and Tapuah, and Rekem, and 
Shema. 44 And Shema begat’ Raham, the fa- 
ther of Jorkoam: and Rekem begat Shammai. 
45 And the fon of Shammai_ was Maon: and), 
Maon. was the father.of Beth-zur. 46 And. 
_ Ephah Caleb’s concubine bare Haran, and Mo- 
za, and Gazez: ‘end Haran begat Gazez.” 47 _ 
And the fons of Jahdai; Regem, and Jotham, 
and Gefhan, and.Pelet, and Ephah,.and Shaaph,., 
48. MaachahCaleb’s concubine bare Sheber | 
and Tirhanah, 49 She bare alfo Shaaph the’ 
father of Madmannah,. Sheva the father of 
Machbenah, and the father of Gibea: and the 
daughter of Caleb was Achfa.... 50.4) Lhele. 
were the fons of Caleb the fon of Hur, the firft- 
born of Ephratah; Shobal the father of Kir- 
jath-jearim. 51 Salma the, father of Beth- 
lehem, Hareph the father, of Beth-gader....§2., 
‘And Shobal:the father of Kirjath-jearmm, had, 
fons; Haroeh, and half of the’ Manahethitesi 
53 And, the families of. Kirjathjearim ; the 


Ithrites, and the Puhites, and the Shumathites, 
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- minate not in.a-perfon, but ina place or country ; as one is. 


Chap. Th. 
and tht Mithraites:. of them came the Zareath- 
ites, and the Efhtaulites..: 54 The fons: of Sal. 


ma; Beth-lehem. and the’ Netophathites, Ata- 
roth, the houfe of Joab, and half of the Mana- 


hethites, the Zorites, 55 And the. families of 


the feribes-which dwelt. at Jabez.;, the Tirath-: 
ites, the Shimeathites, and. Suchathites: ‘Thefe- 
are the Kenites that came’ of Hemath, the’ fa- 
ther of the houfe of Rechab. - 


a do 


lefs, envy the families that,are built up, andre: lenifhed. ‘Shallour 
‘eye be evil, becanfe God’s is good ? Here is mention of one — 
who-had an only daughter, and married her to his fervant an 
1 ae i Ee ie eho OTe WEYL 2ORTHOROT: 
‘gyptian, ver, 34, 35- If it be mentioned to his aoe we | 
muit fuppofe, that, this Egyptian was profelyted to th e Jewith | 
‘religion ;, and that he was very eminent for wifdom and virtue 5 ~ 
elfe it had not become a true-born Ifraelite to match a daughter 
‘to him, efpecially an only daughter, If Egyptians becom re 
converts, and fervants do worthily, neither: their parentage nor 
their fervitude fhould be a bar to their preferment. oi ‘Such: z 
one this Egyptian fervant might be, that fhe who married h ma 
might. live as happily with him, as if fhe had married one of 
} Othe bast Wee Uf OVER, e ~¢ pt the ple we ES OSG 
che rulers of her tribe, The pedigree: of feveral of thefe ter- 
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of all the. families of Lfrael, none fo illuftrious as. the family 


Beth-lehem, ver. 51. which was afterwards David’s city ; 


 becaufe thefe places fell to their lot in the divifion! of the: land. 


Lafily, Here are fome. that are faid to be fumilies of feribes, 
ver. $5. fuch as kept’ up learning ia ‘their family, efpecially 
{eripture-learning, and taught the people the good knowledge 
of God. Among all thefe great families, we are-glad to find 
fome that were families ‘of feribes. \Woud'to God that all the 
Lord's people were prophets ! all the families of Ifrael families 
of {cribes, well-inftruéted: to the kingdom of heaven, and able 
to bring out of their treafury things new and old! 


CH ALP. ile 
of David. That is the family which was mentioned in 
the chapter before, ver. 15. Here we have a full account 
of tt 1, Davids fons, ver. 1,—9. II. His fucceffars-in 
ihe throne as long as the kingdom continued, ver. 10,16, 
Ill. The remains of his family in and afier the capiivity, 
wer. 17,—24. From this family, as, concerning the ;flefh, 
Chrift came. pie Ss ss 
OW thefe were the-fons of David, which 
were born unto him in’ Hebron ;. the firft:. 
born Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitefs: the 
fecond, Daniel; of Abigail the Carmelitefs: 2 
The third; Abfalom the fon of Maachah, the 
daughter of Talmai king of Gefhur: the fourth, 
Adonijah the fon of Haggith: 3 The fifth, 
Shephatiah of Abital: the fixth, Ithream by. 
Eglah’ his. wife... 4 The/e fix were born unto. 
him.in Hebron, and there he reigned feven 
years and. fix.months: and in: Jerufalem -he- 
reigned thirty and ‘three. years... 5 And. thefe: 
were born unto him in Jerufalem; Shimea, and. 
Shobab, and Nathan, and, Solomon, four, of 
‘Bath-fhua the daughter of Ammiel; 6 )bhar 
alfo;! and: Elifhama, and: Eliphielet, 7 And,No- 
gah, and-Nepheg,-and ‘Japhia, 8 And -Elitha- 


“ma, and Eliada, and Eliphelet, nine,” 9 Thefe’ 


were all the fons of Dayid, befides the. ‘fons of 
the concubines, and ‘Tamar their filter... F 

“We had an account of David’s fons, 2 Sam, iii. 2, €F¢\"and” 
Vs 1Ay ee _(1.) He had many fons ; and, no doubt, wrote” 
as he thought, Pfal. cxxvii...5. Happy is the man that. hath ‘his 


quiver full of thefe atrows. “(2.) Some of them were a grief: 
to him, as Amnon, Abfalom, and Adonijah.~ And we do not ~ 
-read of any of them that imitated his piety and devotion, ex- 


cept Solomon, and:he came’ far fhort of it. (3.) One of them” 
which Bath-fheba bare to him, he called” Nathan, probably in ° 
honour-of Nathan the prephet, who reproved him for his fin’ 
in that matter, and was in{trumental to bring ‘him to repeat 
ance. ft feems he loved him the better for it’ as Jong as. he 

lived., ‘It is. wifdom to efteem thofe out beft friends that deal 

faithfully with us. . From this ‘fon of David’ our Lord: Jefas * 


_ defended, as appears, Luke ili, 31. (4.) Here are two Eli- 


fhamas, and two Eliphelets, ver. 6: and ver. 8: ; Probably, the 


_ two former were dead, and therefore David called two more 


by their names 5 which he would not have done if there had 
been any ill omen in it, as fome fancy. (5.) David had many 


concubines ; but their children are not named, as not worthy 


_ of the honour, yer. 9. the rather, becavfe the concubines had 


dealt treacheroully with David in the affair of Abfalom. (6.) 
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Of all David?s fons,» Solomon’ was’ chofen to, fucceed “him ; 


perhaps ‘not for:any perfonal: merits, his wifdom was God’s’ 
gifts but fo, Father, becaufe it feemed good unto thee. 


10°F And Solomon’s ‘fon’ ‘was Rehoboam, 
Abia his fon; Afa his fon; Jehothaphat his fon, 
11 Joram his fon, Ahaziah his fon, Joath his fon, 
r2 Amaziah his’ fon,’ Azariah “his fon; Jotham- 
his fon, 43 Alaz his fon, Hezekiah his’ fon, 
Manaffeh his fon, “44 Aton his fon, Jofiah his 


|: fon! “15 -Afid‘the fons of Jofiah were, the firft- 


born Johanan, ‘the‘fecond Jehoiakim, the third 
, Ledekiah, the fourth Shallum: 26 And the 


|. fons of Jehoiakims Jeconiah his’ fon, "Ledekiah 


his fon. “47 YF And the ions of Jecdniah!°A fir, 
Salathiel his fon. “18 Malchiram’alfo,° and: Pe- 
daiah,'and .Sheniazar, ‘fecamiah, Hofhaina, and 

- Nedabia.” 19 And the fons of Pedaidlt’ ‘were, 
Zérubbabel; and Shiméi:’ and the {ons of Tee. 

_rubbabel; ‘Methullam,and‘Hananiah and Shel 

| lomith their fitter? 36) And Hamitiban: and 
Ohiel, and ‘Berechiah; atid Hafadiah, fulhab Hes 
fed, five’ 2t And the fons ‘of Hananiah ¢ Pe! 
latiah, and: Jefaiah: the fons ‘of Rephaiahi, the - 
fons of Arnan, the‘fons of ‘Obadiah, thé fons ‘of 
Shechaniah. * 22'‘And.the fons’of ‘Shéchaniah$. ” 
Shemaiah: and the fons of Shémaiahs Hettith,. 
and Igeal, and Bariah, and‘Néariah; ‘and’ Sha~ 


) phat, fix. 23 And the fons.of Neariah’ Elioe- 


nai, and Hezekiah, and Azrikam, three: 24. 
_ And the fons of Eleonai were, Hodaiah, ‘and 
 Eliafhib, and Peldiah, and Akkub; and Johanani, 
and. Dalaiah, and‘Anani, févén, © (0. 0") ae 

AG } : Th .As8TOA & fOtTsss 
David having nineteen fons, we may duppofe them to have. 
raifed_manynoble families in Irae}, whom we neyer hear of in. 
the hiftory. “But the fcripture gives us.an account only of t 1€ : 
‘defcendents of Solomon hére, and’ of Nathan,’ Luke iit.’ | The - 


* teft’had the honour‘ to'be the fons of Dawid ; but thefe only ‘had’ 


theyhonour to_be related to: the, Mefhiahs:- The fons of Nathan! 
were his fathers, as, man3 the fonssof Solomon his. predecefforsy «. 
as King, We have hére,. ' hres te ae ee A 
1. The great and celebrated names by:which the line of Da: 7 
‘vid is drawn down to’ thé-captivity} the kings of Jadaly in’a © 
lineal fuceeffion;. the hiftorp of whom ‘we: have ‘had at' large in? 
the two,beoks of Kingsy.and fhalb meet with again in the 
fecond book-of Chronicles. ; »Seldom, has a;crown “gone. in as 
diregt line from father, to, ‘fon for’, feventeen defcents togethers... 
‘as heres’ This’ was' the recompence of David’s piety. About’ 
the captivity the lineal defcent wastinterrupted, and the! crown) 
went'from one; brethen to another,/aid! from a nephewito-an’ 
uncle}; which, was a,prefage ofthe eclipfing.of the glory. of 
ithiateboule.g ea gp = 
2. The lefs fanious, and moft of them very obfcure nantes, 
in ‘which: thé houfe of David fubfilted after the captivity. "The 
only famous man of that/houfé, that wesmeet with at their re- 
‘turn frony captivity, was|Zerubabel, elfwhere called the fon of, 
Salathiel, but.appearing here to be his grandfon, ver. 17,19... 
which is ufual in, feripture.. Belfhazzar is called Nebpchad-. 
nezzat’s fon, but was his grandfon.  Salathiel is faid to be views 
M0) 


. 
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fon of Jeconiah, becaufe adopted by him, and fome think fuc- 


~ eeeding him in’the dignity to which he was reftored by, Evil- - 


merodach; -otherwife Jeconiah was written childlefs: he was 
the fignet God. plucked from his right hand, Jer. xxi. 24. and 
‘an fis room Zerubabel was placed; and therefore God faith to 
him, Hag. i. 23. 1 will make thee as afignet. The polteri- 
ty of Zerubabel here, bear not the fame names that they do in 


the genealogies, Math. i. or Luke ii; but thofe, no doubt, © 


were taken from the then herald’s office, the public regifters 
which the priefts kept of all the families of Judah, efpecially 
that of David. ; 

The laft perfon named. in this chapter is Anani; of whom 
Bithop Patrick faith the Targum adds thefe words, He is the 
hing Meffiah, who 1s toarbe revealed; ‘and fome of the Jewifh 
writers give this reafon, becaufe it is faid, Dan. vii. 13. the fon 
of man came im Anani, (with the clouds of heaven.) The 
reafon indeed is very foreign and far-fetched; but that learned 

- man thinks it may be made ufe of as an evidence that their 
minds were always full of the thoughts .of the Mefhiah,. and 
that they expected it would not be very long after the days of 
‘Zerubabel before the fet-time of his approach would come. 


fF CATA B. TW: 

In this chapter we have, 1. A further accoknt of the genea- 
logies of the tribe of Sudah, the moft numerous and moft 
famous of all the tribes. The pofterity of Shobal the. fon 
of Hur, ver. 1,—4. Of Afhur, the pofthumous ‘fon of 
‘Hezron, who was mentioned, chap. il. 24. with fomething 
particular concerning Jabez, ver. "5,—10- Of Chelub, 
“and others, ver. 11,—20- Of Sholab, ver. 21-23. Td. 
An account of the poflerity and cittes of Simeon, their con- 
queft of Gedor, and of the Amalkites in mount Seiry ver. 
24,—43- * NS : 

HE fons of Judah; Pharez, Hezron, and 
Carmi, and Hur, and Shobal. 2 And 

Reaiah the fon of Shobal begat Jahath, and Ja- 

hath begat Ahumi, and Lahad. Thefe are the 

families of the Zorathites. 3 And thefe were of 

the father of Etam, Jezreel, and Ifhma, and Id- 

bath: and the name.of their fifter was Hazelel- 

poni. 4 And Penuel the father of Gedor, and 

Ezer the father of Hufhah. Thefe are the fons 

of Hur, the firft-born of Ephratah, the father of 

Beth-lehem. 5 % And Afhur the father of Te- 

‘koah, had two. wives, Helah and Naarah. 6 
And Naarah bare him Ahuzam, and Hepher, 
‘and Temeni, and Haahafhtari. Thefe were 
“the fons of Naarah: 7 And the fons of Helah 
qwere, Lereth, and Jezoar, and Ethnan.. 8 And 

Coz begat Anub, and Zobebah, and the fami- 

ies of Aharhel, the fon of Harum. 9 {| And 

Jabez was more honourable than his brethren: 

and his mother called his name Jabez, faying, 

- Becaufe I bare him with forrow. 10 And Ja- 


bez called on the God of Mrael, faying, Oh that 
thou wouldtt blefs me indeed, and enlarge my 
coaft, and that thine hand might be with me, 


\ 


‘and that thou weuldft keep me from evil, that. 
it may not grieve me. And God granted him 
that which he requefted. , : 
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with much more forrow than others. 


. 


Chap. IV. ; 


One reafon, no doubt, why Ezra is here the mott particu 
lar in the regilter of the tribe of Judah, is, becaufe that tribe 
was it which, with its appendages, Simeon, Benjamin and Le- 
vi made up the kingdom of Judah; which not only long fur- 
vived the other tribes in Canaan; but in procefs of time, now 
when this was written, returned out of captivity, when the ge- 
pene of the other tribes: were loft in the kingdom of Af 
yria. ' 
The moft remarkable perfon in this paragraph is Jabez. Tt 
is not faid whofe fon he was; nor doth it appear in what age 
he lived; but it fhould feem he was the founder of one of the 
families of Aharhel, mentioned, ver. 8. Here is, 

1. The reafon of his name. His mother gave him the 
name with this reafon, becau/e I bare him with forrow, ver. 9. 
All children are born with forrow; for the fentence is upon 
the woman, in forrow halt thou bring forth children : but fome © 
Ufually the forrow in 
bearing is afterwards forgotten, for joy that the child is born : 
but here it feems it was fo extraordinary, that it was remem- 
bered when the child came to be circumcifed, and care taken 
to perpetuate the remembrance of it while he lived. Perhaps, 
the mother called him Jabez, as Rachel called her fon. Beno- 
ni, when fhe was dying of, the forrow. Or, if fhe recovered 
it, yet thus fhe recorded it, (1.) That it might be a continual 
memorandum to herfelf, to be thankful to God as long as fhe 
lived, for fupporting her under, and bringing her through that - 
forrow. It may be of ufe to be often minded of our forrows, 
that we may always have fuch thoughts of things as we had in 
the day of our affliétion, and may learn to rejoice with trem- 
bling. (2.) That it might likewife be a memorandum to him, 
what this world is into which fhe bare him, a vale of tears, in— 
_which he mutt expeét fev days and full of trouble. The -for- 
row he carried in his name might help to put a ferioufnefs up- 
on his fpirit. It might alfo.mind him to loye and honour ‘his 
mother, and ‘labour in every thing to be a comfort to her who 
brought him into the world with ‘fo much forrow. — It is piety 
in children thus to requite their parents, I Tim. v. 4: a2 

2. The eminency of his character: He was more honourable * 
than his. brethren, qualified above them by the divine grace, and — 
dignitied above them by the divine’ providence : they did virta- 
oufly, but he excelled them all. Now the forrow with which 
his mother bare him was abundantly recompenfed. ‘That fon | 
which of all the reft coft her moft dear, fhe was happy in, and 


- made glad in proportion to the affliétion, Pal. xc... 


We are not told upon what account he was more honourable 
than his brethren; whether becaufe he raifed a greater eftates 
‘or was preferred to the magiftracy, or fignalized shimfelf in 
awar; we have moft reafon to think it was upon'the account 
of his learning and piety; not only becaufe ‘thefe above-any 
thing put honour upon a man, but becaufe we -have reafon to 
think in thefe Jabez waseminent.  (1.) Tn learning ; becaufe. 
we find that the families of the fcribes dwelt’at Jabez, chap. ii. 
66. a city which, it is likely, took its name from this name- 
‘The Jews fay, he was a famous do&or of the law, and left 
many difciples behind him. And it fhould feem.by the, men- 
tioning of him fo abruptly here, that his name was well known 
when Ezra wrote this. (2.) Tn piety; becaufe we find here 
that he was a praying man. His inclination to devotion made 
him truly honourable; and by prayer he obtained thofe blef- 
fings from God, which added much to his honour. The way 
to be truly great, is to be truly good, and to pray-much, 
3. The prayer he made, probably like Solomon’s prayer for 
wifdom, jult when he was fetting out in the world. He fet 
himfelf to acknowledge God in all -his ways, put himfelf un- 
“der the divine blefling and protection, and “profpered accord- 


J ingly. Perhaps, thefe were the-heads on which he enlarged 
« vag ; 3 ) in 


= 


ay 


ey, 


Racer? 


i h 


en i 


he commands it: 


ought to be our défire-and prayer. 


he became more honourable than his brethren: 


tare the men of Rechah. 


ae ‘Othniel; Hathath. | 


Shap dV? <= 1. 


in his daily prayers3 to this purpofe: it was ie conftant prac- 
tice to pray alone, and. with his:family,-as Daniel. Some think, 
it was upon fome particular occafion, -when be was firaitened 
and threatened by his enemies, that: he Bare this prayer. 
Obferve, 

iff, To whonx he prayed. Not:to any a the gods: of the 
Gentiles: no, he called on the God» of Ifrael, the living and 
“true God, who alone can hear and anfwer prayer; and in 
prayer had an eye to him as the God of Ifrael, a God.in'co- 


. venant with his people, the God. with whom Jacob wreftled 


and prevailed, and was thence called J/rael. 

2dly, What was the nature of his prayer. (1) As the mar- 
gin reads it, it was a folemn vow, if thou qwilt ble/s me indeed, 
&c. and then the fenfe is imperfeét, but may eafily be filled up 
from Jacob’s vow, or fome fach like, then thou Shalt be my 
God. He doth not exprefs his promife, but leaves it to be un- 
derftood ; either becaufe he was afraid to promife in his owa 
{trength, or becaufe he refolyed to devotevhimfelf entirely to. 
God. He doth as it were give God a blank paper, let him 


. . write what he pleafeth :- Lord, if thou wilt blefs me and keep 


me, do what thou wilt with me, I will be at thy command 
and difpofe for ever. ‘(2.) As the text reads it, it was the lan- 


uage of a molt ardent and affectionate’ defire,, O ¢hat.thou 


would ble/y me! 

3dly, What was the matter of his prayer. Four things he 
prayed‘for: (1.) That God would b/e/s him indeed, ‘That 
blefing thou wilt blefs me; blefs me greatly with manifold. and 
abundant bleflings. Perhaps, he has an eye to the promife of 


_ God made to Abraham, Gen. xxii..17. that in blefing I will | 


ble c/s thee. Let that bleffing of Abraham come upon me. Spi- 


ritual bleflings are the beft bleflings ; and thofe are bleffed in- 


deed, who are bleffed with them. . God’s: bleflings are’ real 
things, and produce real effects. We-cam but with a blefling, 
thofe whom he 'bleffeth: are bleffed indeed. 

(2.) That he would enlarge his caaft'; that he would, profper 
his endeavours for the encreafe of what fell to» his lot, either 
by work or war. That God would enlarge ‘our hearts, and | 
fo enlarge our portion in himfelf, and in thesheavenly |Canaan, 
¢3.) That God’s, sand 
might be with him. "The prayer of Mofes for this tribe of :fu- 
dah was, That his’ own hands might be fufficient for him, Deut. 


. XXxill. 13 but? Jabez expeéts not that, unlefs. he have God’s 


hand with, him, _and'the prefence of bis power. God’s hand 


~ with us, to lead’ us,’ protect us, ftrengthen us, ‘and toswork all 
“our works in us ‘and for us, is indeed a hand fufhcient for us, 


* all-fufficient, 


(4. ) That he would: keep him from evils the. e- 
vil of fin, the evil'of trouble, all'the evil defigns of his enemies, 
that they might’ ‘hot hurt, nor grieve him, not»make him a, Ja- 


“bez indeed, a man of forrow. In the original there is an allu- 


fion to his ‘namé, Father in heaven, deliver me from evil. 

Athly, What | was the fuccefs of ‘his prayer. 
him that which he requefied; profpeted him remarkably, and 
gave him fuccef§ ih his ufdertakings, in his ftudies, in his 
worldly buf nefs, i in his conflicts with the -Canaanites; and fo 
God was of old 
ready to hear-prayer, and his ear is not yet heavy. 


pt ad q And Chelub the brother of Shuah, be-- 
~ gat Mehir, which ways the father of Efhton. 
12 And Efhton begat Beth-rapha, and Pafeah, 
aa and ‘Tehinnah the father of Ir-nahath. Theft 


13 And’ the fons of 
‘Kenaz; Othniel, and Seraiah: and the fons of 


- Opbra: “and Seraiah begat Joab, the father of 
Vou. | 
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_ that. sociygl Jine lineny yer. 21. 


-14 And. Meonothi begat. 
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the valley of .Charafhim, for they were craftf- 
men. 15 And-the fons of Caleb, the fon of Je- 
phunneh3°!tu, Elah, and Naam: and. the fons 
of Flah, even Kenaz' 16 And the fons of Je- 
haleleel; ‘Ziph,. and Zipha, ‘Tiria, and Afareel, 
17And the fons of Ezra were, Jether,and Me- 
red; and Epher, and Jalon: and fhe bare Mi- 
ram, and Shamma; and:Ithba the father of [.fh- 
temoa. 18 And his wife Jchudijah bare Jered 
the father of Gedor, and Heber the father of 
Socho,. and» Jekuthiel the: father of .Zanoah. 

And thefe are the fons of Bithiah the. daugh= 

ter of Pharaoh, which Mered took. 19 And 
the fons of his wife Hodiah, the fifter of Na- 
ham,. the-father of Keilah the Garmite, and 
Efhtemoa the Maachathite.. 20 And the fons 
of Simeon were, Amnon, and Rinnah, Ben-ha- 
nan, and Tilon. And the fons of Hhi-zwvere Zo- 
heth, and Ben-zoheth. 21 G The fons of She- 
lah the fon of Judah were, Er the father of Le- 
cah, and Laadah the father of Marefhah, and 
the families of the houfe of them: that wrought 
fine linen, of the houfe of Afhbea. 22 And 
Jokam, and the men of Chozebah, and Joath, 

and Saraph, who had the dominion in Moab, 

and Jafhubi-lehem: »»\And :thefe are ancient 
things. 23 Thefe were the potters, «and\thole 
that dwelt amongft plants and hedges: there 
they dwelt with the king for his work. 


we may obferve in thefe vce 
. That here is a whole family of craftfmen, ‘handicraft 


eeretnan that applied themfelves to all forts of manufaétures, » 


in which they were ingenious and induftrious above their neigh- 
bours, ver. 14. .'There was a-valley where ‘they lived, which. 
was from them»called, The valley, of crafi/men. They that are” 
craftfmen, are not therefore to be looked upon as mean men. 
Thefe craftimen, though two of a trade oft difagree, yet chofe 
to live together, for the improving of arts. by comparing notes, 
and that’ they might fupport one another’si reputation, |, -) 

2. That one of thefe married Pharaoh’s daughter, ver 18. 
that was the common names; of .the kings of Egypt. If an 


~Afraelite, in Egypt, before the bondage began, while Jofép h’s 
_ merits were yet frefh in mind, was preferred to be the: ikibe’s s 
God granted | 


fon-in-law, it is not to be thought {trange: few Ifraelites could, 
like Mofes, refufe an allidnee with the court. 

~ That another is/faid to be the father of the houje af u them 
It is inferted in their genea-_ 
logy , as their honour, ,that they, were the beft weavers in the 


kingdom, and they brought t up their children, from one gene- 


ration to another, to the: fame bufinefs, not aiming to make 
them gentlemen, “This Laadah iis/faid to be ‘the father of them 
that arought_finevlinen ;, as before the flood, Jubal is faid to be 


othe father ‘of muficians, and Jabal of fhepherds, &e. His polte- 
_ -rity-inbabited the city of Marefhah, the manufature or ftap- 
 ple- -commodity of which® place-was Jinen cloth,» with which 


their kings and priefts were clothed. 

‘qs That ‘another family had. had dominion in Meab,, but 

were now io fervitude in Babylon, ver. 22, 23¢ (1.) It.was 

found among the ancient things, that ey had the dominion it 
4 O Moab; 


\ 


' of captivity were expired. 


‘ 
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Moab ; probably in David’s time, when that country was con- 
quered, they tranfplanted themfelves thither, and were put in 
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places of power there, which they held for feveral generations ; _ 
but this was a great while ago, time out of mind. (2.) Their 


pofterity were now potters and gardeners, asis fuppofed; in 
Babylon, where they dwelt evith the king for his work 3 got a 
good livelihood by their induftry, and therefore cared not for 
returning with their brethren to their own land, after the years 
They that now have dominion, 
know not what their pofterity may be reduced to, nor what 
mean employments they may be glad to take up with. But 


they were unworthy the name of Ifraelites, that would dwell. 


among plants and hedges, rather than be at the pains to return 
to Canaan. 


24 J And the fons of Simeon were, Nemuel, 
and Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, amd Shaul: 25 Shal- 
Jum his fon, Mibfam his fon, Mifhma his fon, 
26 And the fons of Mifhma; Hamuel his fon, 
Zacchur his fon, Shimei his fon. 27 And Shi- 
mei had fixteen fons, and fix daughters; but 
his brethren had not many children, neither 
did all their family multiply, like to the chil- 
dren of Judah, 2% And they dwelt at Beer- 


~ Theba, and Moladah, and Hazar-fhual, 29 And 


at Bilhah, and at Ezen, and at Tolad, 30 And 
at Bethuel, and at Hormah, and at ‘Ziglag, 31 
And at Beth-mercaboth, and Hazar-fufim, and 


at Beth-beri, and at Shaaraim: thefe were. 


their cities, unto the reign of David. 32 And 
their villages were, Etam, and Ain, Rimmon, 
and Tochen, and Afhan, five cities. 33 And 
all their villages that were round about the 
fame'cities, unto Baal. _Thefe were their ha- 
bitations and their genealogy. 34 And Me- 
fhobab, and Jamlech, and Jofhah, the fon ‘of 
Amaziah, 35 And Joel, and Jehu the fon of 
Jofibiah, the fon of Seraiah, the fon of Afiel, 


ah, and Afaiah, and Adiel, and Jefimiel, and 
Benaiah, 37 And Ziza the fon of Shiphi, the 
fon of Allon, the fon of Jedaiah, the fon: of 
Shimri, the fon of Shemaiah. 38 Thefe men- 


tioned by their names, were princes in their fa- 


milies, and the houfe of their fathers increa- 
fed greatly. 39 4 And they went to the en- 
trance of Gedar, even unto the eaft fide of the 
valley, to feek pafture for their flocks. 40 
And they found fat pafture and good, and the 
land was wide, and quiet, and peaceable: for 
they of Ham had dwelt there of old. 41 And 
thefe written by name, came in the days. of 
Hezekiah king of Judah, and {mote their tents, 
and the habitations that were found there, and 


deftroyed them utterly unto this day, and dwelt | 
in their rooms; becaufe there was pafture | 


there for their flocks. 
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even of the fons of Simeon, five hundred men, 
went to mount Seir, having for their captains 
Pelatiah, and Neariah, and Rephaiah, and Uz- 
ziel, the fons of Iihi.. 43 And they {mote the 
reft of the Amalekites that were efcaped, and 
dwelt there unto this day. . St ER 


We have here fome of the genealogies of the tribe of Sime- 
on, (though it was not a tribe of great note), efpecially the 
princes of that tribe, ver. 38. Of this tribe -it is faid, that 
they increajfed greatly, but not like to the children of Fudab, ver. 
27. They whom God increafeth ought to be thankful, tho? 
they fee others that are more increafed. 

Here is, 1. The cities allotted them, ver. 28. Of which 
fee Jofh. xix. 1, &c. When it is faid, they were theirs unto. 
the reign of David, it mtimates, that when the ten tribes re- 
volted from the houfe of David, many of the Simeonites quitted 
thefe cities, becaufe they. lay within Judah, and feated them-— 
felves elfewhere. a 

2. The ground they got elfewhere. _When thofe of this — 
tribe that revolted from the houfe of David were carried cap- — 
tive with the reft into Affyria, thofe that adhered to Judah ~ 
were remarkably owned. of God, and profpered in their endea- 
vours to enlarge their coafts. It was in the days of Hezekiah — 
that a generation of Simeonites, whofe tribe had long fneaked  _ 
and truckled, was fpirited to make thefe bold efforts. (1.) 
Some of them attacked a place in Arabia, (as it fhould feem), — 
called the entrance of Gedor, inhabited by the pofterity of cur- 
fed Ham, ver. 40. made themfelves mafters of it, and dwelt: 
there. This adds to the glory of Hezekiah’s pious reign, that’ 
as his kingdom in general profpered, fo did particular families. 
It is faid, they found fat paftures, and yet the land was quict 5 
even then when the kings of Affyria were giving difturbance 
to all their neighbours, this land efcaped their alarms. The — 
inhabitants ‘being fhepherds, that molefted none, were not 
themfelves molefted, till the Simeonites came and drove theny = 


out, and fucceeded them, not only in the plenty, but in the a 


~ 36 And Eloenai, and Jaakobah, and Jefhohai- » 


42 And fome of them,’ 


peace of their land. ‘Thofe that thus dwelt (as we do) ina. 
fruitful country, and whofe land is wide and quiet, and peace- 
able, have reafon to own themfelves indebted to that God, who 
appoints the bounds of our habitation. (2.) Others of them, to. — 
the number of five hundred, under the command of four bre- — 3 
thren, here named, made a defcent upon mount Seir, and {mote 
the remainders of the devoted Amalekites, ahd took poffeflion. 
of their country, ver..42, 43. Now the curfes on Ham and. 
Amalek had a further accomplifhment, when they feemed dor- 
mant, if not dead; as had alfo the curfe on Simeon, that’ he- — 
fhould be divided and fcattered, Gen. xlix. 7. yet to him it. — 
was turned into a blefling ; for the families of. Simeon, that: 

thus tranfplanted themfelves into thofe diftant. comntries, are. 

faid to dwell there unto this day, ver. 43. by which-it fhould- — 
feem they efcaped the calamities of the captivity. Providence 
fometimes fends thofe out of trouble that are defigned for pre-. 

fervation. (SE aie 


\ 


see CUR APS: oo peers 
This chapter gives us fome account of the two. tribes and a half 
that were feated on the other fide Fordan, 1. Of Reuben, ver. 
1,—10. II. Of Gad, ver. 11,17. II. Of the half 
tribe of Manaffeh, ver. 23, 24. Concerning all three adling — 
in conjunction, we are told, (1.) How they conquered the Has» 
tee ver. vines 2. oe How they were at length them=._- 
_ felves conquered, and made captives by the. king of Affyriay.. 
becaufe they had forfaken God, ver. 25, 26.. - ¢ oy a 
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OW the fons of Reuben ‘the firft-born of 
Ifrael, (for he was the firft-born, but for- 
afmuch as he defiled his father’s bed, his birth- 
right was given unto the fons of Jofeph, the 
fon of Ifrael: and the genealogy is not to be 
reckoned after the birthright. 2 For Judah 
prevailed above his brethren, and of him came 
the chief ruler, but the birthright was Jofeph’s.) 
3 The fons, Z fay, of Reuben the firft-born of 
Mrael, were, Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and 
Carmi. 4 The fons of Joel; Shemaiah his fon, 
Gog his fon, Shemei his fon, 
Reaia his fon, Baal his fon, 6 Beerah his fon, 
whom Tilgath-pilnefer king of Affyria carried 
away captive: he was prince of the Reuben- 
ites. 7 And his brethren by their families 
(when the genealogy of their generation was 
reckoned) were the chief, Jeiel, and Zechariah, 


8 And Bela the fon of Azaz, the fon of Shema, ~ 


the fon of Joel, who dwelt in Aroer, even unto 
Nebo, and Baal-meon. ‘ g And eaftward he in- 
habited unto the entering in of the wildernefs 
from the river Euphrates: becaufe their cattle 
were multiplied in the land of Gilead. 10 And 
in the days of Saul they made war with the 
‘Hagarites, who fell by their hand: and they 
_ dwelt in their tents throughout all the eatt- 
land of Gilead. 11 & And the children of Gad 
dwelt over againft them, in the land of Bafhan 
unto Salcah: 12 Joel the chief, and Shapham 
the next, and Jaani, and Shaphat in Bafhan. 
_ 13 And their brethren of the houfe of their fa- 
_ thers were, Michal, and Mefhullam, and Sheba, 
and Jorai, and Jachan, and Zia, and Heber, 
~feven. 44 Thefe are the children of Abihail 
the fon of Huri, the fon of Jaroah, the fon of 
' Gilead, the fon of Michael, the fon of Jefhifhai, 
the fon of Jahdo, the fon of Buz; 15 Ahi the 
fon of Abdiel, the fon of Guni, chief of the houfe 
' of their fathers. 16 And they dwelt in Gilead 
in Bafhan, and in her towns, and in all the fu- 
burbs of Sharon, upon their borders. 17 All 
thefe were reckoned by genealogies in the days 
of Jotham king of Judah, and in the days of 
Jeroboam king of Ifrael. . 


We have here an extra out of the genealogies. 

3 1. Of the tribe of Reuben. Where we have, 1/, The rea- 
\ fon why this tribe is thus poftponed. It is confeffed he was 

_ the firft-born of Ifrael, and upon that account might challenge 

_ the precedency ; but he forfeited his birth-right by defiling his 
father’s concubine, and was for that fentenced not to excel, 
Gen. xlix. 4. Sin leffens men, thrufts them down from their 
excellency. Seventh commandment fins efpecially, leave an 

indelible {tain upon mens names and families, a reproach which 


LC HRONTELES, 


| fore they were divided. 


5 Micah his fon, . 
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difyrace of Reuben’s fin. Yet though that-tribe was degra- . 


ded, it was not difcarded or difinherited. The fullying of the 


honour of an Ifraelite, is not the lofing of his happinefs. Reu- 
ben lofes his birth-right, yet it doth not devolve upon Simeon 
the next in order; for it was typical ; and therefore muft. at- 
tend, not the courfe of nature, but the choice of grace.. The 
advantages of the birth-right were dominion, and a double 
portion. Reuben having forfeited thefe, it was thought too 
much, that both fhould be transferred to any one, and there- 
(1.) Jofeph had the double portion ; 
for two tribes defcended from him, Ephraim and Manaffeh, 
that had each of them. a child’s part; for fo Jacob by faith 
bleffed them, Heb. xi. 21. Gen. xlviii. 15, 22. and each of 
thofe two was as confiderable, and made as good a figure, as 
any one of the twelve, except Judah. But, (2.) Judah had 
the dominion ; on him the dying patriarch entailed the fcep- 
tre; Gen, xlix. ro. Of him came the chief ruler, David firit, 
and in the fulnefs of time Mefliah the prince, Mic. v. 2. This 
honour was fecured to Judah, though the birth-right was Jo- 
feph’s ; and having this, he needed not envy him the double 
portion. 

2dly, The genealogy of the princes of this tribe, the topping 
family of it (yet many, no doubt, omitted) to Beerah,. who 


_ was head of this clan when the king of Affyria carried them 


captive, ver. 4,—6. Perhaps he is mentioned as prince of 
the Reubenites at that time, becaufe he did not do his part to . 
prevent it. es 

3dly, The enlargement of the coafts of this tribe. They 
increafing, and their cattle being multiplied, they crowded out 
their neighbours the Hagarites, and extended their conquefts, 


- though not to the river Euphrates, yet to the wildernefs, which 


butted upon that river, ver. 9, 10. Thus God did for his peo- 
ple as he promifed them; he caft out the enemy from before 
them by little and little, and gave them their land as they had 
occafion for it, Exod. xxii. 30. . 

2. Of the tribe of Gad. Some great families of that tribe 
are here named, ver. 12. Seven, that were’ the children of 
Abihail, whofe pedigree is carried upwards from the fon to 
the father, ver. 14, 15. as that, ver. 4, 5. is brought down+ 
ward from father to fon. ‘Thefe genealogies was perfected in’ 
the days of Jotham king of Judah, but were begun fome years 
before, in the reign of Jeroboam II. king of Ifrael. What par- 
ticular reafon there was for taking thefe accounts then, doth 
not appear; but it was jut before they were carried away cap- 
tive by the Affyrians; as appears, 2 Kings xv. 29. 32. 
When the judgments of God were ready to break out again{t _ 
them for their-wretched degeneracy and apoftacy, then were 
they priding themfelves in their genealogies, that they were the 
children of the covenant; as the Jews in our Saviour’s time, 
who, when they were ripe for ruin, boafted, We have Abras 
ham to our father. Or there might be a fpecial providence in 
it, and a favourable intimation, that proven they were for the 
prefent caft out, they were not caft off for ever. What. we 
defign to call for hereafter, we keep an inventory of. 


18 The fons of Reuben, and the Gadites, 
and half the tribe of Manaffeh, of valiant men, 
men able to bear buckler and fword, and: to 
fhoot with bow, and fkilful in war, were four 
and forty thoufand feven hundred and _ three- 
{core, that went out to the war. 1g And they 
made war with the Hagarites, with Jetur, and 
Nephiih, and Nodab. 20 And they were help- 


a 
a 
> 


ed againft them, and the Hagarites were deli- 
402 vered 


os 


time fhall not wipe away. Reuben’s feed to the lat bear the 
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-vered into their hand, and: all that were with 
them: for they cried to God in the battle, and 
he was intreated of them, becaufe they put 
their truftin him. 21 And they took away their 
cattle ; of their camels fifty thoufand, and of 
fheep two hundred and fifty thoufand, and of 
affes two thoufand, and of men an hundred 
thoufand. 22 For there fell down many flain, 
becaufe the war was of God. And they dwelt 
in their fteads until the captivity. 23 @ And 
the children of the half-tribe of Manafieh, dwelt 
in the land: they increafed from Bafhan, unto 
Baal-hermon, and Senir, and unto mount Her-. 
‘mon. 24 And thefe were the heads of the houfe 
of their fathers, even Epher, and Whi, and E- 
liel, and Azriel, and Jeremiah, and Hodaviah, 
and Jahdiel, mighty men of valour, famous 
men, and heads of the houfe of their fathers. 
_ 25 4 And they tranfgretied againft the God of 
their fathers, and’ went a-whoring after the 
gods of the people of the land, whom God de- 
tiroyed before them. 26 And the God of If- 
tael ftirred up the fpirit of Pul king of Affynia, 
and the fpirit of Tilgath-pilnefer king of Affy- 
ria, and he carried them away (even the Reu- 
benites, and the Gadites, and the half-tribe of 
Manaffeh), and brought them unto Halah, and 
_ Habor, and Hara, and to the river Gozan, unto 
. this day. 
~The heads of the half-tribe of Manaffeh, that were feated on 
the other fide Jordan, are named here, ver. 23. 24. Their 
lot atfirft was Bafhan,; but only afterwards they increafed fo 
~ much in wealth’ and power, that they {pread far north, even 
unto Hermon. 
But two things are here recorded concerning thefe tribes on 
the other fide Jordan, in which they all went partners, ‘They 
-all fhared, 


1. In a glorious victory over the Hagarites ; fo the Ifhmael-_ 


ites were now Called, to mind them that they were the fons of 
the bond-woman, that. were caf out. We are not told when 
this vi€tory was obtained ; whether it be the fame with that 
of the Reubenites,' which is faid, ver. 10, to be in the days of 
Saul; or whether that’ fuccefs of one of thefe tribes animated 
and excited the other two to join with them in another expe- 
dition, is not certain. It. feems, though in Saul’s time the 
common interefts of the kingdom were weak and low, fome of 
the tribes that’acted feparately did well for themfelves. We 
are here told, {1.) What a brave army. thefe frontier-tribes 
brought into the field again{t the Hagarites, forty-four thou- 
fand men and upwards, all ftrong and ftont, and fkilful in war; 
fo' many effeclive men, that knéw how to manage their weap- 
ons; ver: 18. ‘How much more confiderable might Ifrael 
have been than they were in the time of the judges, if all the 
tribes had a€ted in conjunction? (2,) What courfe they took 
to enyage God for them: They cried to God and put their 
trufl in him, ver. 20.. Now they acted as Ifraelites indeed. 
[s.] As the feed of believing Abraham, they put their truft 
_ ia God. Though they had a powerful army, they relied not 
‘on that, but on the divine power. ‘They depended on the 


‘GC WRO NGS. 


| bibu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 4 Eleazar be- 
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commiffion they had from’ God to wage war with their neigh- 
bours for the enlarging of their coafts, if there was occafion, 


_even with thofe that were very far-off, befides the devoted na- 


tions. See Deut. xx. 15. ‘They depended on God’s provi- 
dence to give them fuccefs. [2.] As the feed of praying Ja- 
cob, they cried unto God, efpecially in the battle, when, perhaps 


at firlt they were in danger of being overpowered. ‘See the — 


like done, 2 Chron. xii, 14. In diftrefs God expects we 
fhould cry to bim : diftrains upon us for this tribute, this rent. 
In jour {piritual confli@s we muft look up to Heaven for 
ftrength ; and it is the believing prayer that will be the prevail-_ 
ing prayer. (3.) We are told what fuccefs they had: God 
was intreated of them, though need drove them to him; fo 


ready is he to hear and anfwer prayer: ‘They were helped a-— 


gain{t their enemies; for God never yet failed any that trulted 


in him. ~ And then they routed the enemy’s army though far 


fuperior in number to theirs, flew many, ver. 22. took one hun= 


dred:thoufand prifoners, enriched. themfelves greatly with the 3 


{poil, and‘fettled themfelves in their country, ver. 21, 22. And 
all this, becau/e the war was of God, undertaken in his fear, and 
carried on ina dependence upon him. 


when we take God along with us. 
2. They fhared at Jength in an inglorious captivity. 
they kept clofe to God and their duty, they had continued to. 


enjoy both their ancient lot and their new conquefts; but they — ‘ 
tranfgreffed againft the God of their fathers, ver. 25. They — 


lay upon the -borders, and. converfed moft with the neighbour-_ 


Tf the battle be the = 
_ Lord’s, there ig reafon to hope it will be fuccefsful.. Then 
we may expeét to profper in any enterprife, and then only, 


Had © | 


nations, by which means they learned their idolatrous ufages and _ 


tran{mitted the infection to the other. tribes; for this God ~ 
had a controverfy with them. He was a hujband to them, and 
no marvel his jealoufy burnt like fire, when they went a-who- 
ring after other-gods. Jultly is a bill of divorce given to the a= 


dulterefs. God flirred up the fpirit of the kings of Affyria, fix — 
one, and then another, again{ft them, ierved his own purpofes _ 
by the defigns of thofe ambitious monarchs, employed them to ~ 


chaltife thofe revolters firft, and when that reduced them not,” = 
- then wholly to root them out, ver. 26. Thefe tribes were 


firft placed, and they were firft difplaced.. They would have 
the beft land, not confidering that it lay moft expofed. But 


thofe who are governed more by fenfe than by reafon or faith 


in their choices, may expect to fare accordingly. 


CH A Pov iho ee : 


Though Fofeph and Judab fbared between them the porfeited et 


honours of the birthright, yet Levi was firft of all the iribess, 
dignified and dflinguifoed with an honour more valuable 


than etther the precedency or the double portion 3 and that 
‘J 


was the priefthood. That tribe God fet apart for himfelf: it 
was Mofes’s tribe, and perhaps for his fake was thus favoured.. 


Of that iribe we have an account in this chapter. 1. Their — 
pedigree; the firft fathers of the tribe, ver.1,—3. the line 


of the priefis, from Aaron to the captivity, ver. 4>—~—15-. 
and of fume other of their families, ver. 16,30. IL, 


Their work; the work of the Levites, ver. 331,—48. of | 
the priefts, ver.40,—5 3. Ill. The cites appointed heim 


in the land of Canaan, ver. 54,—8!.. , une 


~HE fons of Levi; Gerfhon, Kohat! ; and : 


Merari. 2 And.the fons of Kohath, Am- i 
ram, Izhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel. 3 And 


the children of Amram; Aaron, and Mofes, and. 
Miriam. The fons alfo of Aaron; Nadab, and A 


e 


ae 


~ his fon, Zerah his fon, Jeaterai his fon. 
- fons of Kohath; Amminadab his fon, Korah his 
fon, Affir his fon, 23 Elkanah his fon,and Ebia- 
- faph his fon, and Aflir his fon, 24 Tahath his fon, 
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q fon, Jeroham his fon, Elkanah his fon. 
_ And the fons of Samuel; the firftborn, Vafhni, 
and Abia. 


Signed them. 


ay 


Ee | A te 


And Abifhua begat Bukki, and Bukki begat 


_ Uz1i, 6 And Uzzi begat Zerahiah and Zerahi- 
ah begat Meraioth,.7 And Meraioth begat Am- 


ariah, and Amariah begat Ahitub, § And ‘Ahi- 
tub begat Zadok, and Zadok begat Ahimaaz, 


os 9 Ahimaaz begat Azariah, and Azariah begat 


Johanan, 10 And Johanan begat Azariah, (he 


it is that executed the priefts office inthe tem- 


ple that Solomon built in Jerufalem), rr And 
Azariah begat Amariah and Amariah begat A- 


i _ hitub, 12 And Ahitub begat Zadok, and Zadok 
__ begat Shallum, 13 And Shallum begat Hilkiah, 
_ and Hilkiah, begat Azariah, 14 And Azariah 


begat Seraiah, and Seraiah begat Jehozadak, 15 
And Jehozadak went into captivity, when the 
Lorp carried away Judah and Jerufalem by 
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar. 16 
fons of Levi; Gerfhom, Kohath, and \Mera- 
ri. 17 And thefe de the names of the fons 
of Gerfhom; Libni, and Shimei. 18 And the 
fons of Kohath were Amram, and Izhar, and 
Hebron, and Uzziel. 19 The fons of Mera- 
ri; Mahli and Mufhi. And. thefe are the 


_. families of the Levites, according to their fa- 


thers. 20 Of Gerfhom; Libni his fon Jahath 
his fon, Zimma his fon, 21 Joah his fon, Iddo 
22 The 


Uriel his fon, Uzziah his fon,and Snaul his fon. 25 


; _ And the fons of Elkanah; Amafai and Ahimoth. 


20 As for Elkanah: the fons of Elkanah; Zo- 
phai his fon, and Nahath-his fon, 27 Eliab his 
23: 


29 The fons of Merari Mahli, Lib- 
ni his fon, Shimei his fon, Uzzah his fon, 30. 
Shimea his fon, Haggaiah his fon, Afaiah his fon. 


The priefts and Levites were more: eoncerned than any other 
Ifraelites to preferve their pedigree: clear, and to be able to 
prove it; becaufe all the honours and privileges of their office 
depended upon their defcent. And we read: of thofe, who 
though perhaps they really were children of the priefts ; yet, 
becaufe they could not find the regifter of their genealogies, 
nor make out their defcent by any authentic record, they 


_ were, as polluted, put from the priefthood, and forbidden. to: eat 
- of the holy things, Ezra ii. 62, 63. 


It is but very little that is here recorded. of the genealogies 


of this facred tribe. 


1. The firt fathers of it are here named twice, ver. 15,.16. 


- Gerfhon, Kohath, and Merari, were three names we were 


‘very converfant with in. the book of Numbers, when.the fami- 


| 1 Hes of the Levites were marfhalled, and had their work af- |. 
. Aaron, and! Mofes, and Miriam, we have known 


much, more of than their names, and cannot pals them. over. 
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gat Phinehas, and Phinehas begat Abifhua, 5 
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here without remembering, that this was that Mofes and Aaron 
whom God honoured in making them the inftruments of If. 
rael’s deliverance and fettlement, and fzures of him that was 
to come ; Mofes asa prophet, and Aaron asa prieft. And 
the mention of Nadab and Abihu, (though, having no child- 
ren, there was no occafion to bring them: into the genealogy), 
cannot but mind us of the terrors of that divine juttice, which 
they were made monuments of for offering {trange fire, that we 
may always fear before him. sie 

2. The line of Eleazar, the fucceffor of Aaron, is here 
drawn down to the'time of the captivity, ver. 4,—15. It be. 
gins with Eleazar, who came out of the houfe of bondage in 
Egypt; and ends with Jehozadak, who went into the houfe of 
bondage in Babylon. Thus, for their fins, they were left as: 
they were found: which might alfo intimate, that the Leviti- 
cal priefthood made nothing perfe& ; that was to be done by 
the bringing in of a better hope. All thefe here named wére 
not high priefts ; for, in the time of the judges, that dignity 
was, upon fome occafion or other, brought into the family of 
Ithamar, of which Eli was; but in Zadok it returned again to 
the right line. Of Azariah it is here faid, ver. 10. He it ‘ds 
that executed the priefts office in the temple that Solom'n built. 
It is fuppofed, this was that Azatiah who bravely oppofed the 
prefampuion of king Uzziah when he invaded the prett’s of- 
fice, 2 Chron. xxvi. 17. though he ventured his neck by it. 
This was done like a prieft, like one that was truly zealous for 
his God.» He that thus boldly maintained and defended the 
prieft’s. office, and: made good its barriers again(t fuch a daring 
infult, may well be faid to execute it; and this honour is put 
upon him for it ; while Urijah, one of his fucceffors, for a bafe: 


| compliance with king Ahaz, in building him an idolatrous ale 


tar, has the difgrace put upon him of being left out of ‘this pe- 
nealogy; as perhaps fome others are. But fome think, that 
this remark upon. this Azariah, fhould have been. added to his’ 
grandfather of the fame name, ver. 9. who was the fon of Ahi- 


- Maaz ;, and that that was he who firft officiated in Solomon’s: 


temple. 

3. Some other of the families of the Levites are here ace. 
counted for. One of the families of Gi;‘hom, viz. that of 
Libni, is here drawn down as far as Samuel, who had the ho- 
nour of a: prophet added to that of a Levite. One of the fa- 
milies of Merari, viz. thatiof Mabli, is likewife drawn down. 
for fome defcents, ver. 29, 30. 

34 And thefe are they whom David fet over 
the fervice of fong in the houfe of the Lorp,, 
after that. the ark had reft. 32 And they mi- 
niftered before the dwelling- place of the taber-. 
nacle of the congregation, with finging, until 
Solomon had built the houfe of the Lorn in Je- 


rufalem.: and then they waited on: their office, 


according to their order.. 33 And thefe are 
they that waited. with their children: of the 
fons of the Kohathites; Heman, a finger, the’ - 
fon of Joel, the fon of Shenmuel, 34 The fon of” 
Elkanah, ‘the fon of Jeroham, the fon of Eliel,. 
the fon.of Toah, 35 The fon. of Zuph, the fon: 
of Elkanah, the fon of Mahath, the fon of Ama- 
fai, 36 The fon of Elkanah, the fom of Joel, 
the fon.of Azariah, the fon: of ‘Zephaniah, 3 
The: fon of ‘Tahath, the fon. of Aflir, the fon of 
Ebiafaph, the fon of Korah,. 38 The fon. of 
Izhar, the fon of Kohath, the fon. of. Levi,. sy : 

om 
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fon of Hrael. 39 And his brother Afaph, (who 
flood on his right hand) even Afaph the fon of 
Berachiah, the fon of Shimea, 40 The fon of 
Michael, the fon of Baafiah, the fon of Malchiah. 
41 The fon of Ethni, the fon of Zerah, the fon’ 
of Adaiah, 42 The fon of Ethan, the fon of 
Ziramah the fon of Shimei, 43 The fon of Ja- 
hath; the fon of Gerfhom, the fon of Levi. 44 
And their brethren the fons of Merari, /food on 
the left hand: Ethan the fon of Kithi, the fon 
of Abdi, the fon of Malluch, 45 The fon of 
. Hathabiah, the fon of Amafiah, the fon of Hil- 
kiah, 46 The fon of Amzi, the fon of Bani, 
the fon of Shamer, 47 The fon of Mahli, the 
fon of Mufhi, the fon of Merari, the fon of Levi. 
48 Their brethren alfo the Levites were ap- 
pointed unto all manner of fervice of the taber- 
nacle of the houfe of God. 49 § But Aaron 
and his fons offered. upon the altar of the burnt- 
offering, and on the altar of incenfe, and were 
appointed for all the work of the place moft 
holy, and to make an atonement for Ifrael, ac- 
cording to all that Mofes the fervant of God had 
commanded. s0 And thefe are the fons of 


Aaron; Eleazar his fon, Phinehas his fon, Abi- | 


- fhua his fon, 51 Bukkihis fon, Uzzi his fon, 
Zerahiah his fon, 52 Meraioth his fon, Ama- 
riah his fon, Ahitub his fon, 53 Zadok his fon, 
Ahimaaz his fon. 


‘When the Levites were firft ordained in the wildernefs, 
~ much of the work then appointed them, lay in carrying and 
taking care of the tqbernacle and the utenfils of it, while they 
were in their march through the wildernefs. In David’s time 
their number was increafed ; and, though the greater part of 
them was difperfed all the nation over, to teach the people the 
good knowledge of the Lord; yet of thofe that attended the 
houfe of God, there was not conftant work for them all; and 
therefore David, by fpecial commiffion and direction from God, 
new-modelled the Levites, as we fhall find in the latter part of 
this book. Here we are told what the work was which he 
~afligned them. 


1. Singing work, ver. 3. David. was raifed up on high to 


be the fweet pfalmift of Ifracl, 2 Sam. xxiii. 1. not only to | 


- pen pfalms, but to appoint the finging of them in the houfe of 
the Lord, (not fo much becaufe he was mufical, as becaufe he 


was devout); and this he, did after that the ark had ref. | 


While that was in captivity, obfcurity, and unfettled, theharps 
were ‘hung upon the willow-trees: finging was then thought 
unfeafonable; when the bridegroom is taken away, they. fhall 
fafl: but the harps being refumed, and the fongs revived, at 


the bringing up of the ark, they wer€ continued afterwards ; | 
for we fhould rejoice as much in the prolonging of our fpiritual 
privileges, as in the reftoring of them. When the fervice of i 
the ark was fuperfeded by its reft, they had other work cut out 
for them, (for Levites fhould never be idle), and were em- | 
ployed in the feryice of fong. Thus when the people of God . 
«come to the reft which remains for them above, they fhall take | 
Jeave of all their burdens, and be employed in everlafting fongs. 
- Thefe fingers kept up that. férvice in the tabernacle, till the | 
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_ of another family. 


the people and God ; not to magnify and enrich themfelves, 


had done in the tabernacle... It is pity the preferment of the 
Levites fhould ever make them remifs in their bufinefs. 

We have here an account of the three great matters who 
were employed in the fervice of the facred fong, each. with 


Chap. VI. 
temple was built, and then they waited on their office theres 


"ver. 32. | When they came to that ftately magnificent houfe, 
they kept as clofe, both to their office and to their order, as they 


their refpective families ; for they waited with their children, - 
i. e. that is, fuch as defcended from them, or were allied to 


them, ver. 33. Heman, Afaph, and Ethan, were the three 
that were appointed to this fervice 3 one of each of the three 


houfes of the Levites, that there might be an equality in the 


diftribution of this work and honour, and each knew his polt ; 
fuch an admirable order was there in this quire-fervice. 


if, OF the houfe of Kohath, was Heman and his family, ~ 
ver. 33. a man of a forrowful fpirit; if it be the fame Heman © 


that penned the 88th pfalm, and yet a finger. He was the 
grandfon of Samuel the prophet, the fon of Joel, of whom it is 


faid, that he walked not in the ways of Samuel, 1 Sam. viit.°25 — 


Thus doth the blefling entailed on the. feed of the upright, 
fometimes {kip over one generation, and faften upon the next. 
And this Heman, though the grandfon of that mighty prince, 
did not think it below him to be a precentor in the houfe of 


Rather, we may look upon this preferment of the grandfon in 
the church, as a recompenfe for the humble modeft refignation 


ny fuch ways God has of making up his people’s lofles, and 
balancing their difgraces. Perhaps David, in making Heman 
the chief, had fome refpeét to his old friend Samuel. 
ther, becaufe in the fame office, and of the fame tribe, though 
He was pofted on Heman’s right hand in 
the quire, ver. 39. Several of the pfalms bear his name, ei- 
ther penned by him, or tuned by him, as the chief mufician.- 


‘It is plain he was the penman of fome pfalms ; for we read of 


thofe that praifed the Lord in the words of David, and.of A- 
faph ; for he was a feer, as well asa finger, 2 Cron. xxix. 30. 
His pedigree is run up here through names utterly unknowns 
as high as Levi, ver. 39,—43.- Oh Sele 

3dly, Of the houfe of Merari was Ethan, ver. 44. who was 
appointed to Heman’s left hand. His pedigree is ‘alfo run up 
to Levi, ver. 47. 


penned the 88th and Soth plalms, there appears no reafon 


thofe fhould be called fo, who are mentioned chap. ii. 6, 

2. There was ferving-work, abundance of fervice to be done 
in the tabernacle of the houfe of God, ver. 48. to provide water 
and fuel; to wafh and fweep, and carry out afhes ; to kill and 


‘flay, and boil the facrifices ; and to all fuch fervices there were 


Levites appointed, thofe.of other ‘families, or perhaps thofe 
that were not fit to be fingers, that had either no good voice, 


‘or no good ear, ds every one has received the gift, fo let him 
 minifler. 


They that could not fing, muft not therefore be laid 
afide as. good for nothing; though they were not fit for ‘that 
fervice, there was other fervice they might be ufefulin. : 
3. There was facrificing-work, and that was to be done by 
the prieft only, ver. 49. ‘They only were to fprinkle the blood, 
and burn the incenfe ; and for the work of the place moft holy, 
that was to be done by the high prieft only.. Each had his 
work, and they both needed one another, and both helped one 
another in it. Concerning the work of the priefts, we are here 
told, (1.) What was the end they were to have in their. eyes 
they were to mate an atonemient for Lfrael ; to mediate between 


but 


iE 


3. but, it feems, though the fon did not, the grandfon dids : 


God. David himfelf was willing to have been a door-keeper. 


which the grandfather made of his authority in the ftate. Ma- - 


2dly, OF the houfe of Gerfhom was Afaph, called his bro- | 


If thefe were the Heman and Ethan that 


here why they fhould be called Ezrahites, as there doth why 


‘but to ferve the public. They were ordained for~men. (2.) 

a What was the’ rule they were to have in their eye ; they pre- 

,  -fided in God’s houfe, yet muft do as they were bidden, ac- 

* cording to all that God commanded. That law the: highéft 
are fubject to. , 


. 54 ¥ Now thefe are their dwelling-places 
_ throughout their caftles in their cofts, of the 
fons of Aaron, of the families of the Kohathites: 
_ for theirs was the lot. 55 And they gave them 
Hebron in the land of Judah, and the fuburbs 
_ thereof round about it. 56 But the fields of 
_ the city, and the villages thereof, they gave to 
© Caleb the fon of Jephunneh. 57 And to the 
~ fons of Aaron they gave the cities of Judah, 
_ namely, Hebron the city of refuge, and Libnah 
' with their fuburbs, and Jattir, and Efhtimoa, 
©. with her fuburbs, ‘58 And Hilen with her 
- fuburbs, Debir with her fuburbs, 59 And A- 
*  fhan with her fuburbs, and Beth-fhemifh with 

her fuburbs: 60 And out of the tribe of Ben- 

jamin; Geba with her fuburbs, and Alemeth 
' with her fuburbs, and Anathoth with her fu- 
’ burbs. All their cities, throughout their fami- 
-, lies were thirteen cities. 61 And unto the fons 
_ of Kohath, which were left of the family of 
_ that tribe, were cities given out of the half- 
a tribe, namely, out of the half-tribe.of Manaffeh, 
- by lot, ten cities. 62 And to the fons of Ger- 
{hom throughout their families, out of the tribe 
_ of Iffachar, and out of the tribe of Afher, and 
"out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the tribe 
| of Manaffeh in Bafhan, thirteen cities. 63 Un- 
to the fons of Merari, were given by lot, through- 


SN ae 


_ out their families, out of the tribe of Reuben, 
- and out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe 
- of Zebulun, twelve cities. 64 And the chil-. 


_. dren of Ifrael gave to the Levites. thefe cities 
_ with theirfuburbs, 65 And they gave by lot 
* out of the tribe of the children of Judah, and 
e out of the tribe of the children of Simeon, and 

out of the tribe of the children of Benjamin, 

thefe cities which are called by ¢hezr names. 
_, 66 And the refidue of the families of the fons of 
_ Kohath, had cities of their coafts, out of the 
' tribe of Ephraim. 67 And they gave unto 
__ them of the cities of refuge, Sechem in mount 
3 Ephraim, with her fuburbs: shey gave alfo 
' Gezer with her fuburbs, 68 And Jokneam 
_ with her fuburbs, and Beth-horon. with. her. 
fuburbs, 69 And Aijalon with. her fuburbs, 
' and Gath-rimmon with her-fuburbs: 70 And 
out of the half-tribe of Manafleh; Aner with 
her fuburbs, and Beleam with her fuburbs, for 
" the family of the remnant of the fons of Ko- 
a ‘ , & 
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hath. 71 Unto the fons of Gerfhom were given 
out of the family of the half-tribe of Manafleh, 
Golan in Bafhan with her. fuburbs, and Afhta- 
roth with her fuburbs: 72 And out of the 
tribe of Iflachar; Kedefh with her fuburbs, 
Daberath with her fuburbs, 73 And Ramoth 
with her fuburbs, and Anem, with her fuburbs: 
74 And out of the tribe of Ather; Mathal with 
her fuburbs, and Abdon with her fuburbs, — 75 
And Hukok with her fuburbs, and Rehob with 


_her fuburbs: 76 And out of the tribe of Naph- 


tali ; Kedefh in Galilee with her fuburbs, and 
Hammon with her fuburbs, and Kirjathaim with 
her fuburbs. 77 Unto the reft of the childien 
of Merari were given out of the tribe of Zebu- 


~ lun, Rimmon with her fuburbs. Tabor with her 
~ fuburbs. 


78 And on. the other fide Jordan by 
Jericho, on the eaft fide of Jordan were given 


_ them out of the tribe of Reuben;. Bezer in the 


wildernefs with her fuburbs, ‘and Jahzah with 
her fuburbs, 79 Kedemoth alfo with. her fu- 
burbs, and Mephaath: with her fuburbs: 89: 
And out of the tribe of Gad; Ramoth in Gi- 


~ lead with her fuburbs, and Mahanaim with her, 
~ fuburbs, 


8x And Hefhben with her fuburbs, 
and Jazer with her fuburbs. . 


We have here an account of the Levites cities:; their caf- - 
tles they are here called, ver. 54. ‘not only becaufe walled aad 
fortified, and well guarded by the country ; for it is-the intereft - 
of any nation to proteét.their minifters ; but becaufe they and 
their pofleflions were in a particular manner the care of the di- 
vine providence: as God was their portion, fo God was their 
protection ; and a cottage will be a caftle to thofe that abide 
under the fhadow of the Almighty. ; 

This account is much the fame with that which we had Jofh. . 
xxi. We need not be critical in comparing them ; what good . 
will it do us ?. nor will it do any hurt to the credit of the holy 
fcripture, if the names of fome of the places be not juft the .. 
fame here that they were there. We know it is common for 
cities to have feveral names, Sarum and Salifbury, Salop and 
Shrew/bury, are more unlike than Helon, ver. 55. and Holon, 
Joth. xxi. 15..4/bun, ver. 59. and Ain, Jofh..xxi. 16. Alco 
meth and Almon, Jofh. xxi. 18. And time changeth names. 

We are only to obferve, that in this appointment of cities . 
for the Levites, God.took care, (1.) For the accomplifhment 
of dying Jacob’s prediétion concerning this tribe, that it fhould 
be feattered in Ifrael, Gen. xlix.. 7. (2.) For the diffufing of 
the knowledge of himfelf and his law, to all parts of the land 
of Ifrael; every tribe had Levites cities in it; and fo every 
room was furnifhed with a candle, fo that none could be igno- 
rant of his duty, but it was either his own fault or the Leyites. 


(3) For. a comfortable maintenance for thofe that miniftered 


in holy things. Befides their tithes and offerings, they had 
glebe-lands, and cities of their own to dwell.in.. Some of the - 
moft confiderable cities of Ifrael fell to the Levites lot. E- 


very tribe had benefit by the Levites; and therefore every 


tribe imuft contribute to their fupport, Let him that is taught 
in the word communicate to him that teacheth, and do it 
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CHAP. VIl. 

dn this chaptcr we have fome account of the genealogies, I. 

_ Of Iffachar, ver. 1,—s. Il. Of Benjamin, ver. 6,—12. 
III. Of Naphtali, ver. 13. IV. Of Manoffeh, ver. 14,— 
39. V. Of Ephraim, ver. 20,—29.. VI. Of Afher, vet. 
30,49. Here is no account either of Zebulun or Dan. 
Why they only fbauld be omitted, we can affign no rea- 
fon; only tt ts the difgrace of the tribe of Dan, that tdola- 
iry began in that colony of the Daniies which planted in 
Loifh, ond called it Dan, and there one of the golden calves 
was fet up by Feroboam. Dan is omitted, Rev. vii. 


OW the fons of Iffachar were, Tola, and 
Puah, Jafhub, and Shimron, four. 2 And 
the fons of Tola; Uzzi, and Rephaiah, and Je- 
riel, and Jahmai, and Jibfam, and Shemuel, 
heads of their father’s houfe, zo wit, of Tola: 


they were valiant men of might in their genera- . 


tions ; whofe number was ia the days of David 
two and twenty thoufand and fix hundred. 3 
And the fons of Uzzi; Izrahiah: and the fons 
of Izrahiah; Michael, and Obadiah, and Joel, 


Tfhia, five: all of them chief men. 4 And with = 


them, by their generations, after the houfe of 
their fathers were bands of foldiers for war, fix 


and thirty thoufand men; for they had many © 


wives and fons. 5 And their brethren, among 
all the families of Iffachar, were valiant men of 
might, reckoned in all by their genealogies, 
fourfcore and feven thoufand. 6 § The fons of 
Benjamin : Bela, and Becher, and Jediael, three. 
+ And the fons of Bela; Ezbon, and Uzzi, and 
Uzziel, and Jerimoth, and Iri, five; heads of 
the houfe of their fathers, mighty men of va- 
Jour, and were reckoned by their genealogies, 
twenty and two thoufand and thirty and four. 
8 And the fons of Becher; Zimira, and Joath, 
and Eliezer, and Eleoenai, and Omri, and Jeri- 
moth, and Abiah, and Anathoth, and Alameth. 
All thefe are the fons of Becher. 9 And the 
number of them, after their genealogy by their 
generations, heads of the houfe of their fathers, 
_ mighty men of valour, was twenty thoufand and 
two hundred. 
han: and the fons of Bilhan; Jeufh, and Ben- 
jamin, and Ehud, and Chenaanah, and ‘Zethan, 
and Tharfhifh, and Ahifhahar. 11 All thefe 
the fons of Jediael, by the heads of their fathers, 
mighty men of valour, were feventeen thouland 


and two hundred /oldiers, fit to go out for war 


and battle. 12 Shuppim and Huppim, the 
children of Ir, and Hulhim, the fons of Aher. 
13 F The fons of Naphtali ; Jahziel, and Guni, 
and Gezer, and Shallum, the fons of Bilhah. 14 


€ The fons of Manaffeh ; Afhriel, whom fhe 
Dare: but his concubine the Aramitefs bare 
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10 The fon alfo of Jediael; Bil- - 


. 
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Machir the father of Gilead: 15 And Machir 
took to wife the fifter of Huppim and Shuppim, 
whofe fifter’s name was Maachah), and the 
name of the fecond was Zelophehad : and Ze- 
lophehad had daughters. 16 And Maachah the 
wife of Machir bare a fon, and fhe called his 
name Pereih; and the name of his brother was. 
Sherifh ; and his fons were Ulam, and Rakem. 
17 And the fons of Ulam; Bedan. Thefe were 
the fons of Gilead, the fon of Machir, the fon of 
Manaffeh. 18 And his fifter Hamoleketh bare 
Ifhod, and Abiezer, and Mahalah.. 19 And 
the fons of Shemida were, Ahian, and Sechem, 
and Likhi, and Aniam. : 


We have here a fhort view given us, 

1. Of the tribe of Iffachar, whom Jacob had compared to 
a ftrong afs, couching between two burdens, Gen. xlix. 14. an 
induftrious tribe, that minded their country-bufinefs very clofe, 
and rejoiced in their tents, Deut. xxxiii..18. And here it ap- 
pears, (1.) That they were a numerous tribe; for they had 
many wives: fo fruitful their country was, that they faw no 


-danger of over-{tocking the pafture ; and fo ingenious the peo- 
ple were, that. they could find work for all hands. “Let no 


people complain of their numbers, provided they fuffer none to. 
be idle. . (2.) That they were a valiant tribe ; men of might. 
ver. 2, 5. chief men, ver. 3. ‘They that were inured to labour 
and bufinefs, were of all others the fitteft to ferve their coun- 
try when there was occafion. The number of the refpective 
families,’ as taken in the days of David, is here fet down, a- 
mounting in the whole to above one-hundred forty-five thou- 
fand men fit for war. The account is fuppofed to be taken 
when Joab numbered the people, 2 Sam. xxiv. But I rather 
think it refers to fome- other computation that was made per- 
haps among 'themfelves; becaufe it is faid, 1 Chron. xxvii. 24. 
that-that account was not inferted into the chronicles of king 
David, it having offended God. ~ itt BA é 
__2+ Of the tribe of Benjamin. Some account is given of this 
tribe here, but a much larger in the next chapter. ‘Ihe mili- 
tia of this tribe fcarce reaches to fixty thoufand ; but they are 
faid to be mighty men of valour, ver. 7, 9, 11. Benjamin _fball 
raven as a wolf, Gen. xlix. 27. It was the honour of this 
tribe, that it produced Saul the firft king, and more its honour 
that it adhered to the rightful kings of the houfe of David, 
when the other tribes revolted. 9° 
Here is mention, ver. 12. of Hufhim the fons of Aher. 
The fons of Dan are faid to be Huthim, Gen. xlvi. 2 3-5 and 
therefore fome read Aher appellatively, Hu/bam the fons of an- 
othér, i. e. another of Jacob’s fons ;- or the fons of a ftranger, 
other than an Ifraelite fhould be; for fo the Danites were, 


_ when’ they fet up Micah’s graven and molten image among 


them. — BHI LF. . 
3. Of the tribe of Naphthali, ver. 13. ~The firft fathers 
of that tribe are only named, the very fame that we find Gen. 
xlvi.. 24. only that Shillem there, is Shallum here. None of 
their defcendants are named, perhaps, becaufe their genealogies 
were loft. 4 eS ETN 
- 4. Of the tribe of Manaffeh, that part of which was feated 
within Jordan; for of the other part we had fome account be- 
fore, chap. v. 23. Of this tribe obferve, (1.} That one of 
them married an Aramitefs, i.e. a Syrian, ver. 14. This was 
during their bondage in Egypt, fo early did they begin to 


mingle with the nations. (2.) That though the father mar- 


a x ae ried 


q 
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| | Chap. VIL. 


ee 


 Rezia. 4o All thefe were the children of A ther, 


? 


‘ried a Syrian, Machir' the fon of that marriage, perhaps feeing 
the inconvenience of it in his father’s houfe, took to wife a 
* daughter of Benjamin, ver. 15. It is good for the children to 
take warning by their father’s miftakes, and not {tumble at the 
‘fame ftone. (3.) Here is mention of Baden, ver. 17. who 
perhaps is the fame with that Bedan, who is mentioned as one 


_ of Ifrael’s deliverers, 1 Sam. xii. 11. Jair, perhaps, who was 


of Manaffeh, Judg. x. 3. was the man. 
20 {| And the fons of Ephraim; Shuthelah, 


and Bered his fon, and Tahath his fon, and Ela- 


dah his fon, and Tahath his fon. 21 YF And 
Zabad his fon, and Shuthelah his fon, and E- 
zer and Elead, whom the men of Gath rhat 
were born in ¢hat land flew, becaufe they came 
down to take away their cattle. 22 And E- 
phraim their father mourned many days, and 
his brethren came to comfort him. 23 q And 
when he went into his wife, fhe conceived and 
bare a fon, and he'called his name Beriah, be- 
caufe it went evil with his houfe. 24 (And his 
daughter was Sherah, who built Beth-horon 
the nether, and the upper, and Uzzen fherah) 
25 And Rephah was his fon, alfo Refheph, and 
Telah his fon, and Tahan his fon, 26 Laadan 
his fon, Ammihud his fon, Elifhama his fon, 
27 Non his fon, Jehofhua his fon. 28 Y And 
their pofleffions and habitations were Beth-el, 
and the towns* thereof, and eaftward Naaran, 
-and weftward Gezer, with the towns thereof, 
Sechem alfo and the towns thereof, unto Gaza 
and the towns thereof: 29 And by the borders 
of the children of Manafleh, Bethfhean and her 
towns, Taanach and her towns, Megiddo and 
her towns, Dor and her towns. In thefe dwe]t 
the children of Jofeph the fon of Ifrael. 30 4 
The fons of Afher; Imnah, and I{huah, and 
Ifhuai, and Beriah, and Serah their fifter. 31 


And the fons of Beriah ; Heber, and Malchiel, 
_ who zs the father of Birzavith. 


32 And He- 
ber begat Japhlet, and Shomer, and Hotham, 
‘and Shua their fifter. 33 And the fons of 
Japhlet ; Pafach, and Bimhal, and Athvath: 
thefe are the children of Japhlet. 34 And the 
fons of Shamer; Ahi, and Roghah, Jehubbah, 
and Aram. 35 And the fons of his brother 
Helem, Zophah, and Imna, and Shelefh and. 
Amal. 36 The fons of Zophah; Suah, and 
Harnepher, and Shual, and Beri, and Imrah, 
37 Bezer, and Hod, and Shamma, and Shiltha, 


and Ithran, and Beera. 38 And the fons of Je- 
ther; Jephunneh, and Pifpah, and Ara. 


39 
And the fons of Ulla; Arah, and Haniel, and 


heads of sheir father’s houfe, choice and mighty 
_ mien of valour,-chief of the princes. And the — 


Von I. 


TE SC FR O: Ni Grebe: S. 


665 


number throughout the genealogy of them, that 
were apt to the war and to battle, was twenty 
and fix thoufand men, 


We have here an account, 

‘. Of the tribe of Ephraim. Great things we-read of that 
tribe, when it came to maturity. Here we have an account of 
the difalters of its infancy, while it was in Egypt, as it fhould 
feem; for Ephraim himfelf was alive when thofe things were 
done ; which yet is_ hard to imagine, if it were, as is here 
computed, feven generations off. Therefore I am apt to think, 
either it was another Ephraim, or that thofe who were flain 
were the immediate fons of that Ephraim that was the fon of 
Jofephe In this paflage, which is here only related, we have, 

if, The great breach that was made upon. the family of 
Ephraim. The men of Gath, Philiflines, giants, flew many 


of the fons of that family, becau/e they came down to take away 


their cattle, ver. 21. It is uncertain who were the ‘aggreflors 
here. 1. Some make the men of Gath the agegreflors, men: 
born in the land of Egypt, but now refident in Gath, that they 
came down into the land of Gofhen, to drive away the Eph- 
raimites cattle, and flew the owners, becaufe they ftood up in 
the defence of them. Many a man’s life has been expofed 
and betrayed by his wealth ; far is it from being a ftrong citys 
2. Others think the Ephraimites made a defcent upon the men 
of “Gath to plunder them, prefuming that the time was come ; 
when they fhould be put in poffeflion of Canaan; but they 
paid dear for their rafhnefs and precipitation. They that will 
not wait God’s time, cannot expe&t God’s blefling. I rather 
think the men of Gath came down upon the Ephraimites ; be- 
caufe the Ifraelites in Egypt were fhepherds, not foldiers; a- 
bounded in cattle of their own, and therefore not likely to ven- 
ture their lives for their neighbours cattle: and the words may 
be read, the men of Gath flew them ; for they came down to 
take away their cattle. Zabad the fon of Ephraim, and Shu- 
thelah, and Ezar, and Elead his grandchildren, were the men 
that were flain: as Dr Lightfoot thinks. Jacob had foretold 
that the feed of Ephraim fhould become a multitude of nations, 
Gen. xlviii. 19. and yet that plant is thus nipped in the bud. 
God’s providences oft feem to contradi& his promifes ; but 
when they do fo, they really magnify the promife, and make 
the performance of it notwith{tanding fo much the more illu 
{trious. ‘The Ephraimites were the pofterity of Jofeph, and 
yet his power could not protect them, though. fome think he 
was yet living. The fword devours one as well as another. 

2dly, The great grief which opprefled the father of the fa- 
mily hereupon. Ephraim mourned many days. Nothing brings 
gray hairsto the grave with more forrow, than their following 
the green heads that defcend from them to the grave firlt; e- 
{pecially if in-blood. It is oft the burden of thofe that live to 
be old, that they fee thofe go before them, of whom they faid, 
Thefe fame Jhall comfort us. It was a brotherly, friendly of= 
fice which his brethren did, when they came to comfort him un- 
der this great afli@ion, to exprefs their fympathy with him, 
and concern for him, and to fuggeft that to him which would 
fupport and quiet him under. this fad providence. ‘Probably, 
they minded him of the promife of increafe with which Jacob 
had -bleffed him, when he laid his right hand upon his head. 
Although his houfe was not fo with God as he hoped, but 
a houfe of mourning, a fhattered family, yet that promife was 
fure, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. > 4 

34/y, The repair of this breach, in fome meafure, by the ad- 
dition of another fon to his family in’his old age, ver. 23. like 
Seth, another feed inflead of that of Abe! whom Cain flew, 
Gen. iv. 25. When God thus reftored comfort to his mour- 
ners, makes glad according to the days wherein he affided, 
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fetting the mercies over againft the crofles, we ought therein 
to take notice of the kindnefS and tendernefs of the divine pro- 
vidence, it is as if # repented God concerning his fervants, Pfal. 
xc. 13, 15.- Yet, joy that a man was born into his family, 
could not make him forget his grief; for he gives a melancho- 
ly name to this fon, Beriah, zm trouble ; for he was born when 
the family wasin mourning, when it qwent evil with his houfe. 
It is good to have in remembrance the affliction and the mifery, 
thé wormwood and the gall, that our fouls may be humbled 
aithin us, Lam. ii. 19. What name more proper for man 
that is born of a woman, than Beriah, becaufe born into a 
troublefome world? It is added, as-a farther honour to the 
houfe of Ephraim 
by name, at the time of Ifrael’s fetrling in Canaan, built” fome 
cities, either at her own charge, or by her own care; one /of 
them bore her name, Uzzen-fherah, ver. 24. A  virtnous wo- 
man may be as great an honour and bleffing to a family as a 
_ mighty man. (2.) That a fon of that tribe was employed in 
the conqueft of Canaan, Fa/hua the fon of Nun, ver. 27. In 
this alfo the breach made on Ephraim’s family was further re- 
paired ; and pethaps the refentments of this injury formerly 
done by the Canaanités to the Ephraimites, might make him 
more vigorous in the war. 

2. Of the tribe of Afher. Some men of note of that tribe 
are here named. Their militia was not numerous, in com- 
parifon with fome other tribes, 
in all ; but their princes were choice and mighty men of valour, 
chief of the princes, ver. 40. and perhaps it was their wifdom, 
that they coveted not to make their trained bands numerouss but 
rather to have a few, and thofé apt to the war, and ferviceable 
men, : 


CHA P. VIIL 
We had fome account given us of Benjamin ia the foregoing 
chapter; here we have a larger catalogue of the great 
men of that tribe. 1. Becaufe of that tribe Saul came, the 


_ firft king of Ifracl,to the flory of whom be is bafiening,y. 


chap. x. 1. Il. Becau/e shat tribe clave to Judah, inha- 


. bited much of Ferufalem, was of the tevo tribes that went 


tnto captivity, and returned back, and that flory alfo he 
_ had aneye to, chap. ix. 1. Here ts, (1.) Some of the 
heads of that tribe. named, ver. \,—32- (2%) A more 
particular. account of the family of Saul, ver. 332—492- 
NOW Benjamin begat Bela his firft-born, 
Athbel the fecond, Aharah the third, 2 
Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth. 3 And 
the fons of Bela were, Addar, and Gera, and 
Abihud, 4 And Abifhua, and Naaman, and A- 
hoah, 5 And Gera, and, Shephuphan, and Hu- 
ram. 6 And thefe are the fons of Ehud : thefe 


are the heads of the fathers.of. the inhabitants. 
of Geba, and they removed them to Mana-. 


hath; 7 And Naaman, and Ahiah, and Gera, 


he removed them, and begat Uzza, and Ahi. 


hud. i 
“country 
Huthim and Baara were his wives. 


Metha, 
chia, and Mirma. 
of the fathers. xz And of Huthim he begat 


and Malcham, 1o And Jeuz, and Sha- 


(1.) That a daughter of that tribe Sherah: 


only twenty-fix thoufand men 


-'Thefe were his fons, heads, 
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8 And Shaharaim begat ehi/dren in the © 
of Moab, after he had fent them away ; 
g And he | 
begat ‘of Hodith his wife, Jobab, and Zibia, and | 


_ upon earth, and many illuftrious. men in. them, whofe name 


Chap. VL, 


Ahitud, and Elpaal. 12 The fons of Elpaal>. 
Eber, and Mifham, and Shamed, who built: 
Ono, and Lod, with the towns thereof: 13 Be- 
righ alfo, and Shema, who were heads of the: 
fathers of the inhabitants of Aijalon, who drove 
away the inhabitants of Gath: 14 And shio, 
Shaihak, and Jeremoth, 15 And ‘Lebadiah, and’ 
Arad; and Ader, 16 And Michael, and I{pah, 
and Joha, the fons of Beriah: 17 And ‘Lebadi- 
ah, and Mefhullam, and: Hezeki,. and Heber,- 
18 Ifhmerai alfo, and Jezliah, and Jobab, the 
fons of Elpaab: rg And Jakim, and ’Lichri, and 
Zabdi, 20 And Elenai, and Zilthai, and Eliel,, 
21 And Adiah, and Beraiah, and Shimrath, the- 
fons of Shimhi; 22 And Ithpan, and Heber, and: 
Eliel, 23 And Abdon, and Zichri, and Hanan,. 
24 And Hananiah, and Elam, and Antothyah, 
> And Iphedeiab, and Penuel, the fons of Sha~ 
fhak : 26 And Shamfherai, and Shehariah, and: 
Athaliah, 27 And Jarefiah, and Eliah, and Zi-: 
chri;'the fons of Jeroham. 28 Thefe were heads: 
of the fathers, by their generations, chief: men.- 
Thefe dwelt in Jerufalem. 29 And at Gibeon: 
dwelt the father of Gibeon, (whofe wite’s name! 
wus Maachah) 30 And his firft-born fon. Ab= 
don, and Zur, and Kifh, and Baal, and Nadab,.. 
31 And Gedor, and Ahio, and Zacher. 32 And. - 
Mikloth begat Shimeah. And thefe alfo dwelt. 


. with their brethren in Jerufalem, over againft, 
< themuiisak: § uci’ eee 


There is little or nothing of Hiftory that occuts ‘ical: thefe: 


- verfes; we have not therefore much to obferve. 


1, As to the difficulties that occur in this and tlie ‘forego-. 


ing genealogies, we. need not perplex ourfelves; I prefume 


Ezra took them as he found them in the books of the kings of 


“Hrael and Fudab, chap. ix. 1. aecording as they were given. 


in by the feveral tribes, each obferving what method they, 
thought fit. Hence fome afcend, others defcend 5-fome have - 
numbers affixed, others places ; fome, have, hiftorical remarks 
intermixed, others have not ; fome. are; fhorter, others longer 3 
fome agree with other records, others differ; fome, it ‘is like- 
ly, were torn, razed, and blotted, others more legible: Thofe: © 
of Dan and Reuben were entirely'loft, This holy man'wrote . 


as he was moyed by the holy Ghofts bat there; was no ne- 


ceflity for the making up/of the defects, no, nor for the re@ti-. 
fying of the miftakes of thefe genealogies by infpiration : it was: 
fufficient that he copied them out as they came to his’ hand,’ 
or fo much of them as was requifite to the» prefent purpofe,, | 
which was’ the dire@ting of the returned captives to - fettle, as 


| near as they could, with thofe of their own family, and in, the — 


places of their, former refidence. We may fuppofe, many . 
things in thefe 8 nealogies which to us feem intric te, abrupi,. 


and perplexed, were’ plain and eafy to them then, who ews 


how to fill up the deficiencies, and abundantly anfwered the ins. 
tention of the publifhing of them. her uae: he 
2. Many great and mighty nations there Were now ae ran 


Baty. 


are buried in perpetual oblivion, while the names of multitudes.’ 


| of the Tftael of God are here carefully ptefer 


ved in éverlafting 
/ Kemmembrances 


a 
9 


aw 
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It is obfervable, that among all the genealogies of the tribes, 


a 


memory of the jufl is blefid. Mady ‘of thefe, we-have reafon to 
fear, come fhortiof everlalting honour, (for even the wicked 
kings of Judah come into the genealogy), yet the perpetuating 
of their names here, was a figure of the writing of the names 
of all God’s fpiritual Ifrael in the Lamb’s book of life. 

3- This tribe of Benjamin was once brought to a very low 
ebb in the time of the judges, upon the octafion of the iniquity 
of Gibeah; when only fix hundred men efeaped the fword of 
juftice, and yet in thefe genealogies it makes as good a figure 
as almoft any other of the tribes : for it isthe honour of God to 
help the weake(t, and raife up thofe that are moft ‘diininifhed 
and abafed. ; ; 

- 4. Here is mention of one Ehud, ver. 6. ~ In the verfe be- 
fore of one Gera, ver. 5. and ver. 8. of one that defcended 


_ from him that begar children in ‘the country of Moab; which 


there is no mention of any of the kings of Ifvael after their 
defection from the houfe of David, much lefs of their families; 
not a word of Jeroboam’s houfe, or Bafha’s, of Omri’s, or Je- 
hu’s 5 for they were all idolaters. But the family of Saul, 
which was the royal family before the elevation of David, we 
have here a particular account of. 

1. Before Saul, Kith and Ner only are named, his father 
and grandfather, ver. 33. His pedigree is carried higher, 
t Sam. ix. 1. only there ith -is {aid to be the fon of Abiel, 
here of Ner. He was in truth the fon of Ner, but the grand- 
fon of Abiel 3 as appears by 1 Sam xiv. sri where it is faid, 
that Ner was the fon of Abiel ; and that Abner, who was the 
fon of Ner, was Saul’s uncle, i. e. his father’s brother ; there- 
fore his father was alfo the fon of Ner. It is commion in all 
languages, to put fons for grandfons, and other defcendents, 


- inclines me to think it was that Ehud, who was the fecond of | much more in the fcanty language of the Hebrews. 
i the judges of Ifrael; for it is faid he was the fon of Gera, and © 2. After Saul, divers of his fons are named, but the potte- 
© a Benjamite, Judg. iii, 15. and he delivered Ifrael from the | rity of none of them, fave Jonathan only, who was blefled 
oppreffion of the Moabites; by. killing the king of Moab, which’ | with a numerous iffue; and thofe honoured with a place in the 
might give him a greater {way in the country of Moab than } facred genealogies, for the fake of his fincere kindnefs to Da- 
we find evidence of in his hiftory, and might occafion fome of | vid. ‘The line of Jonathan is drawn down here-for about ten 
his pofterity to fettle there. ~ : generations. Perhaps David was in a particular manner cares 
- 5. Here is mention of fome of the Benjamites that drove'a- | ful to preferve that, and afligned it a page by itfelf, becaufe of 
way the inhabitants of Gath, ver. 13. Perhaps, thofe that | the covenant made between his feed and Jonathan’s feed for 
2 had flain the Ephraimites, chap. vii. 21. or their pofterity, ‘by .] ever, 1 Sam. xx. 15, 23, 42. This genealogy ends in Ulam, 
; way of reprifal: and one of them that did this piece of juftice | whofe family became famous in the tribe of Benjamin, for the 
4 _ Was named Beriah too, that name in which the memorial of | number of its valiant men. Of that one man’s pofterity there 
a that injury was preferved. — thy were, as it fhould feem, at one time, one hundred and fifty 
ef - 6. Particular notice is taken of them that dwelt in Ferufa- | atchers brought into the field of battle, that were mighty men of 
lem, ver, 28. and again, ver. 32. that they whofe-anceftorshad || valour, ver. 40. That is taken notice of concerning them, 
a had there refidence there, might thereby be induced at their | which is more a man’s praife than his pomp or wealth is, that 
a return from captivity to fettle there too; which, for ought,ap- | they were qualified to ferve their country. ‘ 
.. pears, few were willing to do, becaufe it was the poft of dan- : 
~ ger tvand therefore we find, Neh. xi. 2. The people bleffed thofe CHA P. IX. 
kK that willingly offered themfelves to dwell at Ferufalem, molt in- This chapter intimates to Us, that one end of recording all 
bi clining to the cities of Judah rather. They whofe godly par- thefe genealogies, was to direét the Jews, now they were 
i ' ents had their converfation in the new Jerufalem, fhould there- returned out of captivity, with whom to incorporate, and 
J by be engaged to fet their faces thitherward, and purfue the |. where to refide; for here we have an account of thofe 
i. _ way thither, whatever it coft them. who firft took poffefion of Ferufalem after their return 


vii 32 And Ner begat Kith, and Kith begat | 
Saul, and Saul begat Jonathan, and Malchi- | 


dhuah, and Abinadab, and Efhbaal. . 34’And 
the fon of Jonathan was, Merib-baal ; and Me- 
rib-baal begat Micah. 35 And the fons of Mi- 
cah were, Pithon, and M 

Ahaz. 
Jehoadah begat Alemeth, and Azmaveth, and 


‘Zimti; and Zimri begat Moza, 37 And Mo- | 


Za begat Binea ;, Rapha was his fon, Eleafah 
his fon, .Azel his fon: 38 And Azel had fix 
fons, whofe names are thefe, Azrikam, Boche- 


be “ru, and Ifhmael, and Sheariah, and Obadiah, 


i) 


and Hanan. 


elech, and Tarea, and - 
36 And Ahaz, begat Jehoadah, and — 


from Babylon, and began the rebuilding of it upon the old 
foundation. 1. The Lraelites, ver. 2,—9. Il. The priefs, 
ver. 10,13. III. The Levites and other Nethinim. IV. 
Here 1s the particular charge of fome of the priefts and 
’ Levites, ver. 27,=34. V. A repetition of the genealogy 
of king Saul, ver. 35,—44. y ae 
O all Ifrael were reckoned by genealogies, 
and behold, they were written in the book 
of the kings of Ifrael and Judah, who were car- 
ried’ away to Babylon for their tranfgreffion, 
24 Now the fir inhabitants that dwelt in 
their poffeffions, in their cities were, the Iraels 
ites, the priefts, Levites, and’ the Nethinims: 
3 And in Jerufalem dwelt of the children of 
Judah, and of the children of Benjamin, and of 
the children-of Ephraim, and Manafleh: 4 U- | 


£4 soi a aa By at ats . hai the fon of Ammihud; the fon of Omri, the 
_. am his firft-born, Jehufh the fecond, and, Eli- t : v : cael: 

| ee RP : pst es 3? fon of Imri, the fon of Bani, of the children of 
i . Bee ee cc A eae mee ts Pharez the fon of Judah. 5 And of the Shilo- 
me oe ne Bye es : nites; Afaiah the firft-born, and his fons. 6 


~ ‘ . 


And of the fons of Zera ;> Jeuel, and their bres 
thren, fix hundred and ninety. “7 And ‘of the 
ar 2 fons 


/ 
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fons of Benjamin; Sallu the fon of Mefhullam, 
the fon of Hodaviah, the fon of Hafenuah, 8 
And Ibneiah the fon of Jeroham, and Elah the 
fon of Uzzi, the fon of Michri, and Mefhullam 
the fon of Shephatiah, the fon of Reuel, the fon 
of Ibnijah, 9 And their brethren, according 
to their generations, nine hundred and fifty 
and fix. All thefe men were chief of the 
fathers in the houfe of their fathers. 10 And 
of the priefts; Jedaiah, and Jehoiarib, and Ja- 
chin, 11 And Azariah the fon of Hiikiah, the 
fon of Mefhullam, the fon of ‘Zadok, the fon of 
Meraioth, the fon of Ahitub, the ruler of the 
houfe of God, 12 And Adaiah the fon of Je- 
roham, the fon of Pafhur, the fon of Malchijah, 
and Maafiai the fon of Adiel, the fon of Jahze- 

yah, the fon of Mefhullam, the fon of Mefhil- 
lemith, the fon of Immer, 13 And their bre- 
thren, heads of the houfe of their fathers, a 
thoufand and feven hundred and threefcore ; 
very able men for the work of the fervice of the 
houfe of God. 


The firft verfe looks back upon the foregoing genealogies, 
and tells us, they were gathered out of the books of the kings of 
Lrael and Judah : not that which we have is fo called in the 
canon of fcripture ; but another civil record, which was au- 
thentic, as the king’s books with us. Mentioning Ifrael and 
Judah, he takes notice of their being carried away to Babylon 

_for their tranfgrefion. Let that judgment never be forgotten, 
but ever be remembered for warning to pofterity, to take heed 
of thofe fins that brought it upon them. Whenever we {peak 
of any calamity that befel us, it is good to add this, it was for 
my tranfgreflion, that God may be jultified, and clear when he 
judgeth. 

Then follows an account of the firft inhabitants, after their 
return from captivity, that dwelt in their cities, efpecially in 
Jerufalem. 

1. The Ifraelites. That general name is ufed, ver. 2. be- 
caufe with thofe of Judah and Benjamin there were many of 


Ephraim and Manafleh, and other of the ten tribes, ver. 3. 


fuch as had efcaped to Judah, when the body of the ten tribes 
were catried captive ; or returned to Judah upon the revolu- 
tions in Affyria, and fo went into captivity with them, or met 
them when they were in Babylon, affociated with them, and 
fo fhared in the benefit of their enlargement. It was fore- 
told, that the children of’ Fudah and of Ifrael thould be gather- 


ed together, and come up out of the land, Hof. i. 11. and ‘that 


they fhould be one nation again, Ezek. xxxvil. 22. Trouble 


drives thofe together that have been at variance; and the pieces | 


of metal that had been feparated, when melted in the fame 
crucible, will run together again. Many, both of Judah aid 
= Vfrael, ftaid behind in captivity ; but fome of both, whofe {pi- 
rits God ftirred up, inquired the way to Zion’ again. Divers 
are here named, and many more numbered, that were chief of 


. the fathers, ver. 9. who ought to be remembered with honour, - 


as Ifraelites indeed. : 

2. The priefts, ver. 10. It was their praife that they came 
with the firft! Who fhould lead in a good work, if the priefts, 
the Lord’s minifters, do not? It was the people’s praife that 


they would not come without them; for who but they fhould | 


CHRONICLES. ep was 
_keep knowledge ? who but they fhould blefs them in the name. 


Chap. 1X. 


of the Lord ? 
3. It is faid of one of them, that he was the ruler of the 
houfe of God, ver. 11. Not the chief ruler, for Jofhua was 
then the high prieft; but the Sagan (the next under him, his 
deputy ; and who, perhaps, applied himfelf more to the bufinefs 
than the high prieft himfelf, In the houfe of God it is requifite 
there be rulers, not to make new laws, but to take care that — 
the laws of God be duly obferved by priefts as well as peo- 
le. 
2dly, It is faid of many of them, that they were very able’ 
men for the fervice of the houfe of God, ver. 13. In the houfe. 
of God there is fervice to be done, conftant fervice ; and 
it is well for the church when thofe are employed in that. fer- 
vice who are able for it ; able miniflers of the New Teftaments. 
2 Cor. iii: 6. The fervice of the temple was fuch as'required: 
at all times, efpecially in this critical jun@ture, when they were 
newly come out of Babylon, great courage and vigour of mind, -_ 
as well as ftrength of body ; and therefore they are praifed as. 
mighty men of valour. Mpls 8 


14 And of the Levites,;, Shemaiah the fon of * 
Hathub, the fon of Azrikam,-the fon of Hafha- 
biah, of the fons of Merari... 15 And Backbak-_ 
kar, Herefh, and Galal, and Mattauiah the. fon 
of Micah, the fon of Zichri, the fon of Afaph, — 
16 And Obadiah the fon of Shemaiah, the fon. — 
of Galal, the fon of Jeduthun, and Berechiah — 
the fon of Afa, the fon of Elkanah, that dwelt _ 
in the villages of the Netophathites. 17 And 
the porters were Shallum, and Akkub, and Tal. 
mon, and Ahiman, and their brethren: Shal- 
lum was the chief. 18 (Who hitherto waited — 
in the king’s gate eaftward) They were porters — 
in the companies of the children of Levi. 19° 
And Shallum the fon of Kore, the fon. of Ebi- | 
afaph, the fon of Korah, and his brethren: (of — 
the houfe of his father) the Korahites were over 
the work of the fervice, keepers of the gates of 
the tabernacle: and their fathers being over the 
hoft of the Lorn, were keepers of the entry. — 
20 And Phinehas the fon of Eleazar was the ru- 
ler over them in time paft, and the Lorp was: 
with him. 21 4nd ’‘Lechariah the fon of Mefhe- 
lemiah, was porter of the door of the taberna-_ 
cle of the congregation. 22.All thefe which. were — 
chofen to be porters in the gates, were two hun- 
dred and twelve. Thefe were reckoned by 
their genealogy in their villages: vt ee 
and Samuel the feer did ordain in their fet of 
fice. 23 Sothey and their children bad the 
overfight of the gates of the houfe of the Lor: 
namely the houfe of the tabernacle, by wards. — 
24 In four quarters were the porter, toward 
the eaft, weft, north, and fouth. 25 And their 
brethren, which were in their villages, were t 
come after feven days from time to time witl 
them. 26 For thefe Levites, the fout chief po et 
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ters were in their fet office, and were over the 
_ chambers and treafuries of the. houfe of God. 
27 4 And they lodged round about the houfe 
~- of God, becaufe the charge was upon them, 
and the opening thereof évery morning pertain- 
_ edtothem. 28 And ¢ertain of them had the 
_ charge of the miniftering veffels, that they 
- hould bring them in and out by tale. 29 Some 
_ of them alfo were appointed to overlee the vef- 
fels, and all the inftruments of the fanctuary, 
and the fine flour, and the wine, and the oil, 
and the frankincenfe, and the fpices. 30 And 
~ fome of the fons of the priefts made the oint-- 
“ment of the fpices. 31 And Mattithiah, one of 
the Levites (who was the firft-born of Shallum 
_ the Korahite) had the fet office over the things 
_ that were made in the pans. 32 And other of 
their brethren of the fons of the Kohathites, were 
over the fhew- bread to prepare it every fabbath. 
33 ‘And thefe are the fingers, chief of the fa- 
thers of the Levites, who remaining in the cham- 
bers, were free: for they were employed in 
_ that work, day and night. 34 Thefe chief fa- 
thers of the Levites were chief throughout their 
| generations; thefe dwelt at Jerufalem. 
, ‘We have here a farther account of the good polture which 
the affairs of religion were put into immediately upon their re- 
_ turn out of Babylon. They had {marted for their former ne- 
_ gleét of ordinances, and fmarted under the late want of ordi- 
nances; and both thefe confiderations made them very zealous 
_ and forward in fetting up the worfhip of God among them} - 
_ and fo they began their work at the right end. Inftances here- 
_ of we have here. 
| 1. Before the houfe of the Lord was built, they had the 
_ houfe of the tabernacle ; a mean and moveable tent, which they 
~ made ufe of in the mean time..: They that cannot yet reach 
to have a temple, muft not be without a tabernacle; but be 
_ thankful for that, and make the beft of it. Never let God’s - 
_ work be left undone for want of a place to do it in. 
__ 2. In alloting to the priefts and Levites their refpective em- 
_ ployments, they had an eye to the model that was drawn up 
_ by David, and Samuel the feer, ver. 22. Samuel in his time 
had drawn the {cheme of it, and laid the foundation, though 
‘the ark was then in obfcurity; and David afterwards. finifhed . 
it; and:both by immediate direétion from God.. Or David, 
as foon as he was anointed, had this matter in his head, and 
confulted Sampel about it, though he was then in his troubles, 


¢ 


and the plan was formed in concert between them two. This, _|- 


perhaps, had been little regarded for many ages: but now, af- 
tera long interruption, it is revived. Im dividing the. work, 
they obferved thefe ancient Jand-marks, © 
__ 3-°The moft of them dwelt at Jerufalem, ver: 34..yet there - 
__were fome that dwelt in the villages, vera.16,/22+ becaufe it | 
B: “may be there was not yet room for. themr in Jerufelem; but, . 
oy etc they were em loyed-in the fervice of the tabernacle, _ 
ver, 25. they were to come afier feven days. from:time to-time. | 
_ They had their week’s attendance in their-turns... 
|. 4+ Many of the Leyites were employed as. porters at the 
_ gates of the houfe, of God; four chief porters, ver. 26. and 
under them. to the number of two hundred and twelve,.yer. 22. . 
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the threfhold, as it is in the margin, ver. 19. and keepers of 
the entry. This feemed a mean office; and yet David would 

rather have it than dzwell in the tents of wickedne/s, Pfal. \xxxiv. 

10. ‘Their office was, (1.) To open the doors of God’s 
houfe every morning, ver. 27. and fhut them at night. (2.) 

‘To keep off the unclean, and hinder thofe from thrufting in. 
that were forbidden by the‘law. (3.) To direé and intro- 

duce into the courts of the Lord, thofe that came thither to 

worfhip, and to fhew them whither to go, and what to do, 

that they might not run themfelves into a premunire. This - 
required care, and diligence, and conf{tant attendance. Mini« 

{ters have work to do of this kind. 

5. Here is one Phinehas, a fon of Eleazar, that is faid to= 
be a ruler over them in time paf?, ver. 26. not the famous high 
prieft of that name; but (as is fuppofed) an eminent Levite, of 
whom it is here faid, that the Lord was with him; or, as the 
Chaldee reads it, the word of the Lord was his helper; the: 
eternal Word, who is Fehovah the mighty one, on whom held 
is laid. 

6. It is faid of fome of them, that becaufe the charge was 
upon them, they lodged round about the houfe of Goil, ver: 27. 
It is good-for minifters to be near their work, that they may 
grve themfelves wholly to it. The Levites pitched about the- 
tabernacle when they marched through the wildernefs. ‘Then 
they were porters in one fenfe, bearing the burdens of the fanc- 
tuary ; now porters in another fenfe, attending the gates and 
the doors, herein both keeping the charge of the fanctuary. 

7. Every one knew his charge. Some were iatrulted with 
the plate, the miniftering veffels, to bring them in and out by 
tale, ver. 28. Others were appointed to prepare the fine 
flour, wine, oil, &Sc. ver. 29. Others that were priefts made 
up the holy anointing oil, ver. 30. Others took care of the 
meat-offerings, ver. 31. Others of the fhew-bread, ver. 3 2s 
As in other great houfes, fo in God’s houfe, the work is likely 
to be done well, when every one knows the duty-of his place,.., 
and makes a bufinefs of it. God is the God of*order: but - 
that which is every body’s work, will be no body’s work. 

8. The fingers were employed'in that work’ day and night. 
ver. 33. ‘They were the chief fathers of the Levites that made ~ 
a bufinefs of it;, not’ meam finging-men, that made a trade of . 
it. ‘They remained in the chambers of the temple, that they 
might clofely and ‘conftantly attend it ; and were therefore dil- 
charged from all other fervices. It fhould feem fome compa- - 
nies or other were continually-jinging, at leaft'at {tated hours, - 
both day and night.. Thus was God continually praifed, as 
it is fit he fhould be, who is continually doing good. ‘Thus . 
devout people might. at any hour have afliftance in’ their devo- - 
tion, Thus was that temple a figure of the heavenly one, . 


where they ref? not day nor night, from praifing God, Rev. iv. 


8. Bleffed are.they that-dwell in.thine.houj2, they will be fill? 
praifing thee... : 

35-Q- And in Gibeon dwelt the father of Gi- 4 
beon-Jehiel, whofe wife’s name.was Maachah: 
36 And his firft-bora fon, Abdon, then Zur, - 


and Kith, and Baal, and Ner, and.Nadab, 37. 


And Gedor, and Ahioy and Zechariah, and Mik-: 
38 And Mikloth begat Shimeam: and: 
they-alfo dwelt with their brethren at Jerula- 


.lem, over againft their brethren.. 39,And Ner 
begat Kifh, and Kita begat saul, and Saul be-_ 
‘gat Jonathan, and Malehifhua, and Abinadab, . 
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' They had the overfight of the gates, ver. 23. were keepers of — 


and Efh-baal.*40.And the fon of Jonathan 
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eas Merib-baal: and Merib-baal begat Micah, 
at And the fons of Micah were, Pithon, and 
Melech, and Tahrea, and Abax, 42 And Ahaz 
begat Jarah, and Jarah begat Alemeth, and Az- 
maveth, and Zimri; and Zimri begat Moza. 
43 And Moza begat Binea; and Rephaia his 
ion, Eleafah his fon, Azel his fon. 44 And A- 
zel had fix fons, whofe names are thefe, Azri- 
kam, Bocheru, and Ifhmael, and Sheariah, and 
Obadiah, and Hanan. Thefe were the fons of 
Azel. 


Thefe verfes. are the very fame with chap. viii. 29,—38- - 


‘giving an account of the anceftors of Saul, and the polterity of 
jonathan. There it is the conclufion of the genealogy of Ben- 
jamin; here it is an introduction to the ftory of Saul. We 


take the repetition as we find it: but if we admitthat there are |, 


in the originals, efpecially in thefe books, {ome errors of the 
tranfcribers, I fhould be tempted to think this repetition arofe 
feom a-blunder. Some one, in copying out thefe genealogies, 
having written thofe words, ver. 34. Thefe drvelt in Ferufa- 
lem, caft his eye on the fame words, chap. vii. 28. The/e 
dwelt in Ferufalem, agd fo went on with what followed there; 
.and when he perceived his miftake, was loath to make a blot 
in his book, and fo let it ftand. We have a rule in our law, 
yedundans non nocet. What is only fuperfluous, is not noxious. 
" 
CH APP. Rm, : 
‘The defign of Exra in thefe books of the Chronicles, was to 
preferve the records of the houfe of David, which, though 
much funk and leffened in a common eye by the captivity ; 
yet grew more and more illufiriaus in the eyes of thofe that 
lived by faith, by the nearer approach of the fon of Da- 
vid. And therefore he repeats, not the hiftory of Saul’s 


reign, but only of bis death, by which way was made for 


: David to the throne. Ia this. chapter we have, 1. The 
atal rout which the Philifiines gave to Saul’s army, and 

the fatal froke be gave bimfelf, vet. 1,—17- Il. The Phi- 
Lifines triumph therein, ver. 8,—10. Ill. The re/pe 
avhich the men of Yabefb-gilead fhewed the royal corpse, 
swer, 11,12» IV. The reafon of Sauls rejechon, ver. 
(135. 14s ; | 
™ TOW the Philiftines, fought againft Ifrael, 
N and the men of Ifrael fled from before the 
Philiftines, and fell down flain in mount Gilboa. 
‘2, And the Philiftines followed hard after Saul, 
and after his fons, and the Philiftines. flew Jo- 
nathan, and Abinadab, and Malchifhua, the 
fons of Saul. 3 And: the battle went fore a- 
gaint Saul, and the archers hit him, and he 
was wounded of the archers. 
to his armour-bearer, Draw thy fword, and 
thrut me through therewith; left thefe uncir- 
ccumciled come, and abufe me. But his armour- 
dearer would not, for he was fore afraid, So 
Saul took afword, and fell upon it, 5 And 
when his armour-bearer faw that Saul was dead, 
he fell likewife on the {word, and died. 6So 
Saul died, and his three fons, and all his houfe 
died together. 7 Aud when all the men of If- 


L CHROMICIEE S. 1° 


4 Then faid Saul — 
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rael that were in the valley, faw that they fled, 
and that Saul and his fons were dead; then 
they forfook their cities, and fled: and the Phi- 
liftines came and dwelt in them. 


This account of Saul’s death, is the fame with that which 
we had, 1 Sam. xxxi. 1, &'c. We need not repeat the expo- 


 fition of it. Only let us obferve, 


1. Princes fin, and the people fuffer for it. Tt was a bad 
time with Ifrael, when they fled before the Philiftines, and fell 
down lain, ver. 1.3 when they quitted their cities, and the 
Philiftines came and dwelt in them, ver. 7. We do not find 
that they were at this time guilty of idolatry, as they had been 
before in the days of the judges, and were after in the days of 
the kings : Samuel had reformed them, and they were reform- 
ed: and yet they are thus given to the [poil, and to the robbers. 
No doubt there was enough in them to ‘deferve it; but that 


\which divine juftice had chiefly an eye to, was the fin of Saul. 


Note, Princes and great men fhowld in a fpecial manner take 
heed of provoking God’s wrath; for if they kindle that fire, 
they know not how many may be -confumed by it for their. 
fakes. ~ } 

2. Parents fin, and the children faffer for it. ‘When the 
meafure of Sanl’s iniquity was full, and his day came to fall, 
(which David forefaw, 1 Sam. xxvi. 10.), he not only de- 
fcended into battle, and perifhed himfelf, but his fons (all but. 
Ifhbofheth) perithed with him, and Jonathan among the ‘reft, 
that gracious, generous man; for al/ -things come alike to all, 
Thus was the iniquity of the fathers vifited upon the children 
and they fell as parts of the condemned father. Note, They 
that love their feed muft leave their fins, left they perifh not 
alone in their iniquity, but bring rain on their families with 


themifelves, or entail a curfe upon them when they are gone. — 


3. Sinners fin, and at length fuffer for it themfelves, though 


they belong’ reprieved for though fentence be not exe- 


cuted fpeedily, it will be executed. It was fo upon Saul; and 
the manner of his fall was fuch, as, in divers particulars an- 


' fwered his-fin. (1.) He had throwa a javelin more than once 


at David, and miffed him; but the archers hit him, and he 


was wounded of the archers. (2.) He had commanded Doeg 


to flay the priefts of the Lord; and now in defpair he com- 
mands his armout-bearer to draw his fword, and thruft him 
through. (4.) He that had difobeyed the command of God, 
in not deftroying the Amalekites, his armour-bearer difobeys 
his command, in not deftroying him. (4.) He that was the 
murderer.of the priefts, is jultly left to himfelf to be his own 
murderer; and his family is cut off, who cut off the city of 
the priefts. See and fay, the Lord is reghteous. bout < 

8 J -And it came to pais on the morrow when 
the Philiftines came to {trip the flain, that they 
found Saul and his fons fallen in mount Gilboa. 
g And when they had ftripped him, they took 
his head, and his armour, and fent into the land 


and faftened his head in the temple of Das 
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- under the oak in Jabeth, and fafted feven days. 
» £3 F So Saul died for his tranfgreffion which he 
- committed againft the Lorp, even againit the 
word of the Lorn, which he kept not, and alfo 
for afking coun/fel of one that had a familiar fpi- 
rit, to inquire of it; 14 And inquired not of the 
‘Lorn: therefore he flew him, and turned the 
kingdom uhto David’the fon of Jeffe. 


_ Here, 1. From the triumph of the Philiftines over the body 
of Saul, we may learn, (1.) That the greater dignity men are 
advanced to, the greater difrace they are in danger of falling 
into. Saul’s dead body, becaufe he was a king, was abufed 
more than any other of the flain.. Advancement makes men 
~ amark for malice. (2.) That if we give not to God the glo- 
_ ty of our fucceffés, even the Philiftines will rife up in judgment 
_ againft us, and condemn us; for when they had obtained’ a 
victory over Saul, they feat tidings to their idol. Poor idols, 
that knew not what was done a few miles off, till the tidings 
were brought them; nor then neither. They alfo put Saul’s 
armour in the hou/e of their gods, ver. 10. Shall Dagon haye 
fo great a room in their triumphs, and the true and living God 
be forgotten in ours? 

2. From the triumph of the men of Jabeth-gilead: in the re- 
{cue of ‘the bodies of Saul and his fons, we learn, that there is 


Lee 


God; for he did not till he was brought to the lait extremity ; 
and then it was too, late. 
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In this. chapter is repeated, 1. The elevation of David to the 
- throne, immediately upon the death of Saul, by common 
- confents vers 1,3. Ik. His gaining the calle of Zion out 
of the bands of the Febufites, vere 45—9. ILI. The cara- 


| + begue of bis wortbies,.and thee great men-of his kingdom, . 


RY ~ Ver. 10,47. ; 


TET HEN all Tfrael gathered themfelves to: Da- 


“thy bone. and thy: flefh. 2 And moreover in 
time patt, even when, Saul was king, thou wa/? 
"he that leddeft out, and, broughteft in Ifrael: 
Bd the ton thy God faid unto thee, Thou 
a feed my people Iftac], and thou fhalt be 


o 
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_ allegiance to -him, ver. 3. 


| have faid, David fhall rule, it is in vain to oppofe it. 
_ Men that’ have long ftood in their own light, when they have 
. long wearied themfelves with their lying vanities, it is to-be ho- 
- ped, will underftand the things that belong to their peace, and 


| obferve. : 
| defpotic power, David might, and:might as fafely as any be - 
| inttulted with it, and yet. he made’a covenant with the people, . 
| took the coronation-oath to rule by law. . 


_ kings. 


vid unto Hebron, faying, Behold, we are” 
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ruler over my people Ifraek 3 Therefore came 
all the elders of Ifrael to the king to Hebron, 
and David made a covenant with them in He- 
bron, before the Lorp, and they anointed Da- 
vid king over Ifrael, according to the word of 
the Lorp, by Samuel. 4 And David and 


all Hrael went to Jerufalem, which is Jebus, 
| where the Jebufites were, the inhabitants of the 
land. 
| David, Thou fhalt not come hither. Neverthe- 
_.lefs, David took the caftle of Zion, which 7s the 
_ city of David. 
_fmiteth the Jebufites firft, fhall be chief and 
_ captain. 


5 And the inhabitants of Jebus faid to 


6 And David faid, Whofoever 


So Joab the fon of Zeruiah went firft 
up, and was chief.. 7 And David dwelt in the 


_ caftle, therefore they: called it, the city of Da- 
vid. 
ven from Millo round about: and Joab repairs 
_ ed the reft: of the city. g So David waxed: 
| greater and greater : 
- With him. 


8 And he built the city round about, e- 


for-the Lor» of hofts was» 


David is here brought to-the poifeflion, 
1. Of the throne of Ifrael, after he had reigned feven years = 
in Hebron over Judah only. -In confideration of his relation 


_ to them, ver. 1. his: former good: fervices, and efpecially the 
' divine, defignation, ver. 2. they anointed him their king; he - 


covenanted to,proteét them, and: they to bear faith and true 
Obferve, (1.) God’s counfels will 
be fulfilled at laft, whatever difficulties lie in‘the way. If God 
(2.) 


return to their own mercies. (3.) Between prince and people 
there is an original contraét, which both” ought religioufly to 
If ever any prince might have claimed an abfolute 


2. Of the ftrong-hold of Zion, which was held by the Je- - 


am | bufites till David’s time. Whether God had a-particular eye’ 
 fwered him not: but here itis faid, Saul did not inquire of | 


upon it as a place fit.to make a royal’ city, or that he Had a . 
promife of it from God, itfeems.it was.one of his firft exploits / 
to make himfelf mafter of that.fort; and.when he shad it, he ~ 
called it the city of, David, ver. 7. To this reference is had,. . 
Pfal. ii. 6. L have fet my hing upon my holy bill of Zion. - See 
here what quickens: and engageth’ refolution in great. underta- 
(1.) Oppofitions When the Jebufites fet David-at.~ 
defiance,; and faid, Thou shalt not come. hither, he refolved to ~ 
forcerit, whatever it coft him. (2.) Profpeé. of preferment. - 

hen David propofed to give the general’s place to him that’ - 
would lead the attack upon the caftle of Zion, Joab was fired’ * 
with the propofal, and“he went up fir, and was chief. It has 
been faid, ‘Take away honour out of the foldier’s eye, and you 
cut off the fpurs from:his heels? 


10° Thefe alfo are the chief of the mighty: « 


| men whom David had, whoftrengthened them- 
felves with him in his kingdom, and with all It 
rael.to make hiny king, according to the word: _ 


of. 


ra 
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of the Lorp, concerning Ifrael. 
ir the number of the mighty men whom David 
had; Jafhobeam an Hachmonite, the chief of 
the captains: he lift up his fpear again{tt three 
hundred, flain by im at one time. 12 And af- 
ter him was Eleazar the fon of Dodo the Aho- 
hite, who was one of the three mighties. 13 He 
was with David at Paf-dammim, and there the 
Philiftines were gathered together to battle, 
where was a parcel of ground full of barley, and 
the people fled from before the Philiftines. 14 
And they fet themfelves in the midft of that 
parcel, and delivered it, and flew the Philiftines; 
and the Lorp faved them by a great deliver- 
ance. 159 Now three of the thirty captains 
avyent down to the rock to David, into the cave 
of Adullam, and the hoft of the Philiftines-en- 
camped in the valley of Rephaim: 16 And 
David was then in the hold, and the Philiftines 
-garrifon was then at Beth-lehem. 17 And Da- 
‘vid longed, and faid, Oh that one would give 
me drink of the water of the well of Beth-lehem, 
that zs at the gate! 18 And the three brake 
‘through the hoft of the Philiftines, and drew 
water out. of the well of Beth-lehem that was 
by the gate, and took zt, and brought 7¢ to Da- 
‘vid: but David would not drink of it, but pour- 


-ed out to the Lorp, 19 And faid, My God for- 4 


bid it me, that I fhould do this thing: fhall I 
drink the blood of thefe men that have put their 
lives in jeopardy? for with che jeopardy of their 
lives they brought it: therefore he would not 
drink it. Thefe things did thefe three migh- 
tie. 209 And Abilhai-the brother of Joab, 
he was chief of the three: for lifting up his fpear 
-againft three hundred, he flew them, and hada 
mame among the three. 21 Of the three, he 
was more honourable than the two, for he was 
their captain; howbeit, he attained not unto 
the fir/t three. 22 Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada, 
the fon of a valiant man of Kabzeel, who had 
_done many aéts, he flew two lion-like men of 
Moab ; alfo he went down and flew a lion in a 
pit ina {nowy day. 23 And he flew an Egyp- 
tian, a man of great ftature, five cubits high, 
‘and in the Egytian’s hand was a fpear like a 


weaver’s beam, and he went down to him with - 


a ftaff, and pluckt the fpear dut of the Egyp- 
tian’s hand, and flew him with his own {pear. 
24 Thele things did Benaiah the fon of Jehoi- 
ada, and -had the name among the three migh- 
ties. 25 Behold, he was honourable among the 
thirty, but attained not to the fir/t three : and 
David fet him over his guard. 26-4 Alfo the 
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valiant men of the armies, were Afahel the bro- 
ther of Joab, Elhanan the fon of Dodo of Beth-. 
lehem, 27 Shammoth the Harorite, Helez the. 
Pelonite, 28 Ira the fon of Ikketh the Tekoite, 
Abiezer the Antothite, 29 Sibbecai, the Hu-— 
(hathite, Iai the Ahohite, 30 Maharai the Ne- 
tophathite, Heled the fon of Baanah the Ne- 
tophathite, 3t Ithai the fon of Ribai of Gibe- 
ah, that pertained to the children of Benjamin, 
Benaiah the Pirathonite, 32 Hurai of the 
brooks of Gaafh, Abiel the Arbathite. 33 Az- 
maveth the Baharumite, Eliahba the Shaalbon- 
Ite; 84 The fons of Hathem the.Gizonite, Jona- 
than the fon of Shage the Hararite, -.33 Ahiam - 
the fon of Sacar the Hararite, Eliphel the fon of 
Ur, 36 Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahijah the 
Pelonite, 37 Hezro the Carmelite, Naarai the 
fon of Ezbai, 38 Joel the brother of Nathan, 
Mibhar the fon of Haggeri, 39 Zelek the Am-_ 
monite, Naharai the Berothite, the: armour- — 
bearer of Joab the fon of Zeruiah, 4o Ira the 
Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 41 Uriah the Hittite, 


-‘Labad the fon of Ahlai, 42 Adina the fon of 


Shiza the Reubenite, a captain of the Reuben- 
ites, and thirty with him, 43 Hanan the fon 
of Maachah, and Jofhaphat the Mithnite, 
44 Uzzia the Afhterathite. Shama and Jehial 
the fons of Hothan the Aroerite, 45 Jediael 
the fon of Shimri, and Joha his brother, the Ti- 
zite, 26 Eliel the Mahavite, and Jeribai, and 
Jafhaviah, the fons of Elnaam, and Ithmah the 
Moabite, 47 Eliel, and Obed, and Jafiel the 
Mefobaite. te of Joe gees ay 4 
We have -here an account of Dayid’s “worthies, the preat 
men of his time that ferved him, and were preferred by him. 
The firft edition of this catalogue we had, 2 Sam. xxiii. 8, &c, 


This is much the fame, only that thofe named here, from ver. 


14. to the end, are added. Obferve, i ibe os Soe al 
1. The conneétion-of this catalogue, with that which is faid- 

concerning David, ver. 9. (1.) David waxed greater and 

greater, and thefe were his mighty men. Much of the ftrength 


- and honour of great men is borrowed from their fervants, and 


depends upon them, which cannot but fomewhat diminith, pomp 
and power, in the opinion of thofe that are wife. David is greats. 
becaufe he has great men about him; take thefe away,and he 
is where he was. (2.) The Lord of hofis was with him, and 
thefe were the mighty men which be had. God was with-him, 
and wrought for him, but by men and means, and the ufe of 
fecond caufes. By this it appeared God was with him, that 
he inclined the hearts of thofe to come over to him,.that were 
able to ferve his intereft.. As if God-be for us, none can be 
again{t us 5 fo if God be for us, all hall be for us that we have. 
occafion for. Yet David afcribed his fuccefs and increafe not 
to the hofts he had, but to the Lord of ho/ts j not to the migh- 


| ty men that were with him, but to the mighty God, whole pre- 


fence with us is all in all. , ps ARES Spe 3 Sah OO oat 
.» 2+ Thetitle of this catalogue, ver. 10. Thefe are the “en 
who Sfirengibened themfelves with bims In ftrengthening him, 
Soe a ee 


RE US ay OT ogee 3.8 


¥ 's 


y 


Chap. XT. 13 

they flrengthened themfelves, and their own intereft 3 for his 
i. advancement was theirs. What we do in our places for the 
 fupport of the kingdom of the Son of David, we fliall be gain- 
erg by. In ftrengthening it, we ftrengthen ourfelves.. It ma 
_ «be read, They held frongly with him, and with all Frael. Note, 
. When God has work to do, he will not want fitting inftru- 
; 


ments to do it with. If it be work that requires mighty men, 
mighty men fhall be either found or made to effe& it, accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord. 
3. ‘That which made all thefe men honourable, was the good 
__ fervices that they did to their king and country ; they helped 
ui _ to make David king, ver. 10... A good piece of work! They 
/. flew the Philiftines and other public enemies, and were inftru- 
~ mental to fave Tfrael. Note, The way to be great, is to do 
good. Nor did they gain this honour without labour, and the 
__ -hazard of their lives. “The honours of Chrift’s kingdom are 
prepared for thofe that Aight the good fight of faith, that labour 
aed fuffer, and are willing to venture all, even life iefelf, for 
- Chriftand a good confcience. It is by a patient continuance 
in well-doing, that we muft feck for glory, and honour, and 
immortality ; and they that are faithful to the Son of David, 
fhall find their names regiftered and inrolled much more to their 
- honour, than thefe here are in the records of fame. 

4. Among all the great exploits of David’s mighty men, 
hete is nothing great mentioned concerning David himfelf, but 
his pouring out water before the Lord, which he had longed for, 
ver. £8,19. And there weré four very honourable difpofi- 
tions of David appeared in that aétion, which, for ought I 
know, make it as great as any of the atchievements of thofe 

_ worthies._ (1.) Repenting of his own weaknefs. It is really 
an honour to a-mai, when he is made fenfible, that he has faid 
or done any thing unadvifedly, to unfay it, and undo it again 

- by repentance 5 as it is'a fhame to a man, when he has {aid or 

_ done amifs, to ftand to'it. (2.) Denial of his own appetite. 

_ . He longed for the water of the well of Beth-lehem; but when 

 he-had it, he would not drink it, becaufe he would not fo far 

_ hamour himfelf, and gratify a foolith fancy. He that has fuch 

a tule as this over his own (pirit, is better than the mighty. It 

» isan honour to a mau to have the command of himfelf; but 

“he that will command himfelf, mult fometimes crofs himfelf. 

_ (3) Devotion towards God. That water which he thought 

too good, too precious for his own drinking, he poured it out 

4 to the Lord, fora drink-offering. If we have any thing better 

* than other, let God be honoured with it, who is the belt, and - 

_  fhould have the beft. (4.) Tendernefs of his fervants. It 

put him into the greateft confufion imaginable, to think that 
three brave men thould goin hazard of their lives to fetch was 
ter for them. In his account it turns the water into blood. It 

48 the honour of great men not to be prodigal of the blood of 

thofe they employ, but in all the commands they give them, to 
put their own fouls into their fouls ftead. 

~ 5. In the wonderful atchievements of thefe heroes, the pow- 
er of God miuft be acknowledged. How could one flay three 
hindred, and another the fame number, ver. 11, 20. another. 

__ two lion-like men, ver. 22. and another an Egyptian giant, 

|. ver. 23. ifthey had not had-an extraordinary prefence of Gad’ 

_ with them, according to that promife, Joth. xxiii. 10. One 

man of you: fall chafe a thoufand, for the Lord your God fight- 
| eth for you. enh iess 

+» 6. One of thefe worthies is faid to be an Ammonite, ver. 

39. another a Moabite, ver. 46.; and yet the law was, that an 

- . Ammonite, and a Moabite foould not enter into the congregation 

of the Lord, Deut. xxiii. 35. Thefe, it is likely, had approved 
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~ - themfelves fo hearty for the intereft.of Ifrael, that in their cafe - 


_, it was thought fit to difpenfe with that law, and the rather, be- 


Vor. OU. 


| fourth, Jeremiah the fifth, 


‘eaufe it was an indication that the Son of David would have ; 
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| worthies among the Gentilis: with him there is neither Greek 
nor Jew. 
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What the mighty did towards making David king, we read in 
the foregoing chapter. Here eve are told what the many did 
towards it. It was not all at once, but gradually, that Da- 
vid afiended the throne. His kingdom was to la/} » and there- 
fore, like fruits that keep lonzeft, is ripened flow/y. Afier he 
had long waited for the vacancy of the thrane, it was at two 
eps, and thofe above feven years diffant, that he afcended it. 
Now we are here told, 1. What help came in to him to Ziklag 
to make him king of Fudah, ver. \,—22. 1. What help 
came in to him in Hebron io make him king over ail Ijrael, a- 
bove feven years after, ver. 23,—40. 


| RW FOW thefe are they that ‘came to David to 
OL Ziklag, while he yet kept himfelf clofe, 
becaufe of Saul the fon of Kifh: and they were 
among the mighty men, helpers of the war. 
2 They were armed with bows, and could ufe 
both the right hand and the left, in hurting 
_ ftones, and /hooting arrows out of a bow, even 
of Saul’s brethren of Benjamin. 3 The chief 
_ was Ahiezer, then Joafh, the fons of Shemaah, 
_ the Gibeathite, and Jeziel, and Pelet, the fons — 
| of Azmaveth, and Berachah,and Jehu the An- 
| tothite, 4 And Hmaiah the Gibeonite, a migh- 
| ty man among the thirty, and over the thirty, 
| and Jeremiah, and Jahaziel, and. Johanan, and 
| Jofabad the Gederathite, 5 Elufai, and Jeri- 
| moth, and Belaiah, and. Shephatiah the Ha= 
Tuphite, 6 Elkanah, and Jefiah, and Aza- 
reel, and Joezer, and Jafhobeam, the Korh- 
ites, 7 And Joelah, and Zebadiah the fons’ of 
| Jeroham of Gedor, 8 And of the Gadites there 
| feparated themfelves unto David, into the hold. 
to the wildernefs, men of might, and men of 
} war fit for the battle, that could handle fhield 
and buckler, whofe faces were like the faces of 
| lions, and were as fwift as the roes upon the 
mountains: 9g Ezer the firft, Obadiah the fe- 
cond, Eliab the third, 10 Mifhmannah the 
1 Attai the fixth, 
| Eliel the feventh, 312 Johanan the eighth, El- 
zabad the ninth, 13 Jeremiah the tenth, Mach- 
 banai the eleventh. ,14 Thefe were of the fons 
of Gad, captains of the hoft: one of the leaft 
qwas over an-hundred; and the greateft over a 
thoufand. 15 Thefe are they that went over 
‘Jordan in the firft month, when it had over- 
Hlown all his banks, and they put to flight all 
them of the valleys, both toward. the. eait, and 
toward the weft. 16 And there.came of the 
children of Benjamin, and Judah, to the hold 
unto David. 17 And David went out to meet 
them, and_anfwered and faid unto them, If ye 


4Q be 


674 


be come peaceably unto me'to help mej; mine 
heart fhall be Knit unto you: but it ye be come 
to betray me to mine enemies, feeing there 7s 
no wrong in mine hands,the God ofour fathers 
look thereon, and rebuke zt... 18 Then the {pi- 
rit came upon Amafai, wo was chief of the 


captains, and he faid, Thine are,we,David, and _ 
on thy fide, thou fon of Jeffe:. Peace, peace be } 
unto thee, and peace be to thine helpers 3, for 


thy God helpeth thee. Then David received 
them, and made them captains of the band. 19 


And there fell /ome of Manafleh to David (when | 
he came with the Philiftines again{t Saul to bat- | 
tle, but they helped them not,, for, the lords of | 
the Philiftines, upon advifement, fent him away, | 


faying, He will fall to, his mafter Saul, to the 
jeopardy.of our heads) 20 As he went to Zik- 


lag, there fell to him of Manaffeh, Adnah, and — 


Jozabad, and Jediael, and Michael, and Jozabad, 


and, Elihu, and ‘Jalthai, captains of the thoufands | 


that were of Manaffeh, 21 And they helped 
Dayid.againft the band of the rovers: for they 
were all mighty men of valour, and were cap- 
tains in the hoff... 22 For at chat time day by 
day, there Sait fe aDavie to.help him, until it 
was a great hott, like the hoft of God. Bees 
We:have here an,account'of;them that appeared and, acted” 
as David’s friends. upon the death of Saul, to bring about the 
revolution then., Allthe forces he had while he was- perfe- 
cuted, was but fix hundred men, thofe ferved for his guards ; 
but when. the time was come that’ ‘he muft’ begin to act offen- 
fively, ‘Providence .brought in more to his afliftance. Even: 
“while he ept himfelf clofe becaufe-of Saul, ver. t. he did-not 
appear to invite or encourage his friends, and well-wifhers, to 
come if to-him, not forefeeing the death of Saul fo near. God 
was inclining and ‘preparing them to come over to him with 
feafonable fuccours: ‘They that truft4God to do his work for 
them in his own way and time, hall find his providence out- 
doing all their foreca(t.and contrivance. The war was God’s, 
and he found out helpers of the war, whofe forwardnefs to act . 
for the man God defigned for the government, is here record- 
ed to their honours pie 


a. Some, even of Saul’s brethren, of the tribe of Benjamin, — 
and a-kin to’him, came over to-Davidy ver. 2: What moved — 
them to it wevate not told; probably, a generous indignation | 


at the bafe treatment, which Saul, one of their tribe, gave him, | 


animated them to appear'the more vigoroufly for him, that the | 
guilt and reproach of it might note-wpon'them. ~Thefe Bébt | 


jamites are defcribed to be men fs greatodexterity, that were 


trained up in fheoting and flings , and. ufed both hands alike; . 


deal'of fervice. Several’ of the ‘leading 
named. Sée Judg. xx.)16JU07 Yi0oW: DI 
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_ ingenious active, men ; ‘a few. of thefe, Pipe ye Dayid a great 
en é 


(42, Some of the tribe of Gad): thouht featéd on the other | 


; ds to go to David 
the wilderne/s, ver. 8. Bh. | 


nefs for the government, that they Separated tham/elves . Sen | ‘ 
>) 


L> € WRONLCIL E S.- 


them are here | 


“4 ‘> . 


- to Darid’s {trength. Thofe'that’ had hitherto come: in:to his: 
afiitance, were moftofi them men. of broken fortunes; difbreffed,, 


But thefe, Gadites were brave meny.tmen' of wary andfit Sor the: 
battle, vere S«.\ For, (1) bey were, able-bodied men, men of 
incredible fwiftnefs,, not ito fly from, but to Aly upon the-ene>- 
my; and:to-purfue the featvered .farces 5 incthis, they: were ar 
fruift as the-roes upon the mountains, fo. that no man could: out. 


no man could out-fight »them../ (2«) They, were i difciphned: 
men, trained up to military exercifes ; they could handle fhield. 
and buckler, ufe both-effenfive and defenfive weapons. (3-): 
They were. officers of the militia in their own tribe, .vereiT 4. 
fo that. though they. did-not bring foldiers with them, they: had. 
them at command, hundreds,\thoufands... (4x) They were. 


Lie 


daring men, that could break through ithe, greateft difficulties. - 


fwam. over Jordan; when it overflowed all.its:banks, oWeredg§e 
Thofe are fit to.be employed in the caufe of: God,: that can. 
ventute thus in a, dependance, upon the divine protedtion, (53) 

They weresmen'that what bofinefs, they, engagedoin, they sould 


but they put.them to fight, with. their dion-like-faces,)and;purs 
fued them with matchlefs fury, both towards, the ea/l, rand. tor- 
wards the wef; which way foever, they tumed. they followed- 
their blow, and. did not do their workiby thevhalves.. 04) 
3. Some of Judah. and, Benjamin came. to a him, . ver.16.~ 
‘Their leader was Amafai ;.whether-the fame withithat Ama-. 


no, doth not appear. °. Now here, we haves 9) nous aloo! yar: 


fy of the intentions of their coming, haying been fo oft in-dan=. 


picious, who had been deceived in fo: many, that he faid-in: his 


were but few, eleven; ini all,here named} but they addestiniuch both iiThe' God.of aun gathers lookwhercony sand: rebukelut. 


, Obferve: 


‘ 
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- difcontented, and foldiers.of|; fortune, that came: toyhim rather: - 
‘for-protection, than.to. .do-him any fervice, 1 Same XX 20. 


rup thems and yet-they hadyfaces like, the faces of lions, fo that... | 


Upon. fome. expedition. or, other, _ pexhaps; ~ this toDavid, they: — 


go through. with... What enemies they were that they metrwith, © 
in-the. vallies;.when-they, had-pafled -Jordan,, doth net appears. 


fa that afterwards fided with Abfalom, (2 Sams xviie\25.) 06 


iff, David’s prudent treaty. with then, | vers am | He owas:, | 
furprifed to fee them, and could not. but. conceive fome;jealou- 


| ger by the treachery of the men of Ziph, and the men of Keis. 
lah, who yet were all.men of Judah. .He might well .be+tir 
morous, whofe life.was fo much {truck at ; might well be faf-.~ 


| hafte, all men are liars... No, marvel than he meets thefe men: | 


—_ an . a 
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— *Obferve in thisappeal: [1.} He ealls God, the God of our 
| «fathers, bothhis fathers and theirs. ‘Thus he minds them not 
~ ‘to deal ill with him; for they both were defcendents from the 
» ‘fame patriarchs ; they both were dependants on the fame God. 
_ hus he encourageth himfelf to believe that God would right 
_ hin, if he were abufed for he was the God of his fathers, and 
_ ‘therefore:a bleffing ‘was entailed on him; and a God to all 
_ _. Ifrael, ‘and therefore not only a judge to all the earth, but par- 
i ticularly” determining controverfies betwees contefting Ifrae- 
_ tites., [2.] He ee. not imprecate any fearful judgment up- 
_-on them, though they fhould deal treacheroufly, but very mo- 
| deftly refers himfelf to the divine wifdom and juttice ; the 
— Lord Look ‘thereon, and judge as he fees, (for he fees “mens 
_ hearts), and rebuke it. It becomes thofe that appeal ‘to God, 
to exprefs themfelves with: great temper and moderation; for 
the wrath of ‘man works not the righteou[ne/sofiGod. 
* 2dly, Their hearty clofure with “him; ver? 18) Aamafai was 
_ their fpokefman, on whom the Spirit'of the Lord came‘; ot a {pi- 
___-rit'of “prophecy, ‘but'a fpirit of wifdom: and'refoltitiony accor- 
ding 'to the occafion, putting wordy into his mouth, unpreme- 
__ ditated,which were proper both to give" David fatisfaction; and 
‘to-animate’ thofe that accompanied him.’ Nothing could be 
Gid'more fine; More tively, ‘nor more pertinent to the’occafion. 
For himfelf aid allhis- affociates; (1, ) He profefleth a very 
eordiab adherence to" David) andvhis'‘intere(t, again(t ‘all that 
_ eppofed Aim, anda refslution’ to ftand by him with the hazard 
.  OPalll that’ was dear to hitt. “Thine are ave, David, and on thy 
- &de, thou LIE TH. In’ calling him fon of Jeffe, they mind 
themfelves; that-he was lineally defcended from Nahfhon and 
Salmon; whoin their days were princes of the tribe of Judah. 
—- Saul-calledvhiey-fo in didain, -y Samooxx. 27. xxii. 7. but 
©. they look upon it aS His honour) © They were convinced that 
__ bewas'on God’sy fiderdnd’ that’ "God" was ‘onhis fide; and 
‘therefore tine areave, David, and ‘on'thy fide. It is good, if 
we mult fide, ‘to fide’ with thofe that fide with God, and have 
God with them. »°(2.) “He witheth profperity to David and 
his caufe, not drinking a health, but praying for peace to him 
abd <allibis” friends ‘and well-withers, Peace; ‘peace be unto thee, 


mong ‘whory we defire to be reckoned, ‘that peace may be on 
us. 9('3.) He affures hitth: of Kelp: from heaven ; for thy God 


we doubt not but’ peace’ fhall'be to’ thee and thy helpers. “God is 
_. thy God, and thofe that have him for their God; no doubt, have: 
him for their helper'in every time of heedand danger. From 


a 
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muft-be hearty well-withers: Hofanna;.profperity to his gof- 
_ pel.and kingdom; for his God helpeth him, and will, till he 

have ‘put ‘down all oppofing rule, principality and power. 

+ 3dly, David's chearful acceptance of them into his intereft 


and friendfhip. Charity and honour teach us to let fall’ our _ 
jealoufies, as foon as fatisfaction is given uss David received 


___ them, and preferred them to be captains of the band: 

-__ 4. Some of Manaffeh likewife joined in with him, ver. 19. 
‘Providence gave them a fair opportunity to do it, when he and 
_ his men marched through their country upon this occafion. A- 
_ chifh took David with him when he went out to‘fipht with 


draws), We have the ftory, + Sam. xxix. 4. ce. In his*re-_ 


_ turo, fome'great men of Manaffeh, who had no heart to-go join 


a swith Saul ‘againft the Philiftines, {truck in with David > and 


very feafonably, to help him again? the band of: Amalekites, 


_ Whovhad plundered Ziklag; they were not'many, but'they were — 


ps all the'good' thy ' heart “delires, and peace be t6'thine helpers, a- 


_.  helperh thee's “therefore “we “witly peace‘ may be, and therefore — 


thefe ‘expreffions' of -Amafaiy’ we may take inftrudtion how to | 
__ teltify our affeGion and allepiance to the Lord Jeftis ; his: we | 
~ moft be without refervation,. or power of revocation: on his — 

- fide we mutt be forward to appear and a@ ; to his intereft we _ 


my - Sauby~but—the_lords of the Philiftines obliged him! to with-— 
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all mighty men, and did David good fervice upon that occafion, 
1 Sam..xxx. See how providence provides. David’s intere(t 
grew {trangely, juft then when he had occafion to make ufe of 
it, ver. 22. Auxiliary forces flocked in daily, till he had a 
great hoft. When the promife comes to the birth, leave it to 
God to find ftrength to bring forth. 


23 J And thefe are the numbers of the batids 
that were ready armed to the war, and came 
to David to Hebron, to turn the kingdom of 
Saul to him, according to the word of the Lorp. 
24 The children of Judah that bare fhield and 
{pear, were fix thoufand and eight hundred, 
ready armed to the war. 25 Of the children 
of Simeon, mighty men of valour for the war, 
feven thoufand and one hundred. 26 Of the 
children of Levi, four thoufand and: fix hun- 
dred. 27 And Jehoiada was the leader of the 
Aaronites, and with him were three thoufand. 
and feven hundred. 28’ And Zadok, a young 
man mighty of valour, and of his father’s houfe 
twenty and two captains. 29 And of the chil- 
dren of Benjamin the kindred of Saul, three 

‘thoufand: for hitherto the gréateft part of them 
had kept the ward of the, houfe of Saul. 30 
And of the children of Ephraim, twenty thou- 
fand and eight hundred, mighty men of valour, 
famous throughout the houfe of their fathers. 
31 And of the half-tribe of Manaffeh, eighteen 
thoufand which were exprefled by name, to 
come and make David king.. : 32 And of the 
children of Iffachar, which were men that had 
underftanding of the times, to know what Ifrael 
ought to do: the heads of them were two hun- 
dred, and all their brethren were at their com, 
mandment. 33 Of Zebulun fuch as went 
forth to battle, expert in war, with all inftru.’ 
ments of war, fifty thoufand which could keep 


tank: they were not of double heart.. 34 And 


of Naphtali a thoufand captains, and with them 
with fhield and fpear, thirty and feven thoufand.. 
35 And of the Danites expert in war, twenty 
and eight thoufand and fix hundred: 36 And 
of Afher, fuch as went forth to battle, expert 

jn war, forty thoufand. 347 And on the _other , 
fide of Jordan, of the Reubenites, and the Gad: . 
ites, and of the half-tribe of Manaffeh, with all 
manner of inftruments of war for the battle, an 
hundred and twenty thoufand. 38 All thefe 
men of war, that could: keep rank, came with 
a perfect heart to Hebron; to make David king 
ver all “Ifrael: and all the teft alfo of Ifrael, 
‘were of one heart to make David king. 39 
And there they were with David three days, 
eating and drinking:, for their brethren had 
4Q2.°. prepa- 


» finceall the reft™ Tay fo near within call, as the others did of 
their zeal in bringing fo many. The men of Judah had enough 
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prepared for them. 40 Moreover, they’ that 


were nigh them, ever unto Iflachar, and Zebu-— 
jun, and Naphtali, brought, bread on affes,.and — 
on camels, and on mules, and on oxen, and | 


meat, meal, cakes of figs, and bunches of rai- 
fins, and wine, and oil, and oxen, and fheep a- 
bundantly, for there, was joy in Ifrael. 


We have here an account of thofe who were aétive in_per- 
fedting the fettlement of David upon the throne, after the death 
of Ifhbotheth. We read, ehap. xi. 1. and before, 2 Sam. v. 
1. that all the tribes of I/rael céme, ether themfelves, or by 
théir reprefentatives, to Hebron to make David’ king: now, 
here we have an account of the quota which every tribe brought 
in ready armed to the war, in cafe there fhould have been any 
oppofition, ver. 23. We may obferve here, 

1. That thofe tribes that lived neareft, brought in the feweft 
runibers Judah but fix thoufand, ver, 24. Simeon but feyen 
thoufand, ver, 1§. whereas “Zebulun, that'lay remote, brought 
fifty thoufand; Ather forty thoufand, and the two tribes and a 
half on the other fide Jordan, one ‘hundred and twenty thoa- 
fand. Not as if the next adjacent tribes were cold in the caufe ; 
but they fhewed ‘as much’ of their prudence in bringing few, 


td do to entertain thofe that came from afar. ~~ 

2. The.Leyites themfelves, and the priefts, called here the 
Aaronites ‘appeared Very hearty in this caufe, and were ready, 
if there were otcafion, to fight for David, as well as pray for 
him ; ‘becaufe they knew he was called of God to the govern- 
mént, ver. 26, 27; 28. ~~ i Bai 
3. Even fome'of the kindred of Saul came over to David, 
ver, 29. not fo many as of the other tribes 5 becaufe a foolifh 
- affeGtion for their own tribe, and a jealoufy for the honour of 
it, kept thdny of them long fi the finking intereft of Saal’s fa- 
Kindred fhould never over-rule confeienite. Call’ no 
cre : ; 
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weather-wife, cold advife their, eighBott fa'the proper tines 
for plowivg, fowing, teaping, &c.; the ‘Ceremonial times, the 
times dt Hither thet (sia i thete Ole ey ‘are fia 
to call The people t0'the’ mountain, Dede xxii. 19: } 

macks were not then fo common as now. 
tical times they npderftood public affairs, the temper. f the 
naib,” and” i Qeienched Mor vik ; Preferential 
periphyaGdl of Matefiten, ‘that they Broad she Yineest ERB D Bgli 
"Plofe of ithat,eibd iwveré great newlhiongérsyiand had gdod! 


- intelliggne, fron deoys 1 And they made, a; good.ule gf ity 


they knewywhat L/rael ought to dos; trom) thei able ryation,, 
ang experience, they learned both their own. waa babes! ee 
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"to make ‘David king.’ Ib.was:net only expedient 


. or three days, but for the whole life, nay, for eternity, — 


anil Foe hag feiviceable DMA interelt, as’ high || 
fit in thel oreatel® truihBers 7 CHER few beliig in'eHea 


Psey were men oF greab condi, 
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wt necefla 
ry ;/the. prefent ,pofture, of affairs called for it, The men of 
Teens deal mollly in-country bulines and did not much ine 
termeddle in public affairs ; which gave them an opportunity — 
of obferving othets, and’ converfing with themfelves. A ftan- 
der-by fees: fometimes more ‘than. a gametter.|;(2.) ‘They: . 
were men of greatiinterelts s:for all their prethren were at their 
commandment... ‘The commonality of that tribe baying, Locwed 
their [boulders to bear, (Gen. xlix. 15.) the, great men B ad 
them at their beck. . Hence we read of the princes’ o, Iffachary - 
Judg. vous. -They knew how to rule, and thereft knew how 
to obeys It is happy indeed, when thofe’ that fhould lead, — 
are intelligent and judicious ; and thofe whovare.to follow, mo- 
deft and cbfequious. A eee as A leet 
7. Tt is faid of them all, they engaged in this enterprife, | 
with a perfed heart, ver. 38.5 and ‘particularly of the mien ‘of 3 
Zebuiun, that they were not 


and: intereft.:. -In this critical junéture, they knew 


of double heart, ver..33. “They — 
were in this matter J/raelites’ indeed, in whom was no guile. 
And this was their perfection, that they were of one heart’ in 
it, ver, 38. None had any feparate “interefts, but all for- the’. 
_ public.good. wy. Te eRe BRT OE ae ISP 
Lajily, The men, of Judah, and others of the adjacent tribe 
ptepared for the vidtualling’ of their refpective camps Wwhety y 
they:came to Hebron, ver. 34. 40. ‘They that were at ‘the’ 
lea(t pains in travelling to this convention or congrefg of # * 
» tates, thought themfelves obliged to be at fo much the more — 
_ charge in-entertaining the reft, that there might be fomething 
of an equality. A: noble fealt was made (was made for Jaugh= 
ter, Eccl. x. 19.) upon this occafion, for there was. joy Tf 
rael, ver. 40. And good reafon; for when the righteous bear 
rule, the city rejoiceth. Thus, when the throne of Chrilt' is fet 
up in a foul, there is, ought to be, great joy in that foul: an 
provifion is made for the feafting of it; not as here, for 
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_ Chap. XUIL Se 
p bring! ehe ark of God’ fromiKujath-jearim. 6 
_ And Dayik went up,’andall_ MraebtoBaalah, 


. 


5 


_ dah, to bring up thence the ark of God the Loxp, 
that dwelleth -between the. cherudums,, whole 
name is called om it. 4 And:they carried, the 


‘ 
; 


> with all heir might,and, with dingmg, and with — 
harps, and with plalteries, and» with timbrels, 


and ‘with cymbais, and with trampets: 
— Here is, ¥«,David’s pious propofal to bring up the ark. of 
* God to. Jerufalem, that the royal city might be the. holy. city, 
“vers, 2,3. This part of the {tory we had not in Samuel. 
~ We may obferve in this propofal, .- Ps 
_ if, That as foon as David was warm on his throne, he had 
thoughts concerning the ark of God: Let us bring that to us; 
ver. 3. ‘I'wo things he aimed’.at herein. (1.) To do ho- 
- nourto God, by thewing refpe@ to his.ark, the toxen of his 
prefence. . As foom as he had power in-his hand, he would 
ufe it for the advancement and ‘encouragement of religion. 
Note, It,ought to be the firlt and great care of thofe that are 
~ enriched and preferred, to honour God with their honours, and 
to ferve him, and the interefts of his kingdom among men, 
~ with thetr wealth and power. Not what pompous thing fhall 
4 do now? or what pleafant thing? but, what pious thing ? to 
have the gomfort and benefit of that facred oracle. Let us 
bring it to us, not only that we may be a credit to it, but that 
it may be a blefing to us. They that honour God, profit 
~ themfelves. Note, It is the wifdom of thofe that are fetting 
out in the world, to take God’s ark with them, and to make 
his oracles their counfellors, and his laws their rule. Thofe 
- are likely to proceed in the favour of God, that thus begin in 
the fear of God. ‘ ie » 
2dly, That he confulted with the leaders of the people a- 
bout it, ver: 1. Though it was, without doubt, a very good 
work, and being king, he had authority to command the do- 
ing of it ; yet he chofe rather to do it by confultation, (1.) 


.. publicly. David was a yery- intelligent nian; himfelf,, and; yet! 
_ “confulted with his captains ; for in multitude of counfellors there; 
“ti willie ead ufe of others wifdom. — ( 3) 


-» He-fpeaks of the people.as a remnant that, yas efeaped :) Oy 


ox es 
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"that 73, to Rirjath-jeatim, which beongea'to Ju- 


~ and. prefent.mercies,:to feek unto God. 


~ ark of Godin’ a new cart, out’of the “houfe of 
> Abinadab: and’Uzza dnd “Abio drave the cart. 
- 8 And David.and all Ifrael played before God 


_ felf with others guilty of the neglea: 


Hb al icelanse is belt fected’ 


Orn 


brethren that are left in all.the land of I/raet, They'that had 
been, under {catering providences. ‘Their warg with the Phi- 
liftines, and with the houfe of Saul, ‘had «wafted the country, 
and cut off many. . We now hope'to fee at end of thefe troue 
bles: let: thent that are Jeft be quickened by Jate judgment, 
(3.) He takes care 
that the priefts and Levites efpecially fhould be fammoned to 
attend the ark ; for it was their province im a particular man. 
ner. Thus Chrifttan’ magiftrates fhould ftir -ap minifters to do 
their duty, svhen they fee them remifs. (4.) That all this is 
upon fuppofition, that it is of the Lord their God. ‘Though 
it fhould /eem good to you and me; yet, if it be not of the Lord 
our God, we will not do it. Whatever we undertake, this 
mult be our inguiry; Is it of the Lord? is it agreeable to his 
mind ? can. we approve ourfelves to him in je? and may we 
expect that he will own us? (5.) That thus it was requifite 
they fhould amend what had been amifs in the laft reign, and 
as it were atone for their negle@; for we enquired not at it 
in the days of Saul ; and that was the reafon things went fo ilk 
with us: let that original error be amended, and then we may 
hope to, fee our affairs in a better poiture, . Obferve, [1.] 
David makes no peevifh reflections upon Saul. He doth nog 
fay, Saul mever cared for the ark, at leaft in the latter end of 
his reign; but in general, ewe enquired not at it ; making him- 
It better, becomes us to 
judge ourfelves than others. Humble good men lament their 
own fhare in-national guilt, and take shame to themfelves, Dan. 
ix. 5, &e. Bit Sait. Gis 257 shmsgi 25 iva! Aq) 

2. The people’s ready agreement to this, propofal, ver. 4. 
The thing was right in the eyes of all the. people. No body. 
could fay to the contrary, but that‘it was a very good work, . 
and vefy feafonable ; fo that it was refolyed, nemine contradi- 
cente, that they would do fo. . They that prudently propofe a 


' good work, and lead in it, will perhaps find amore ready con- 
| currence ip it than they expected. Great mep know not what. 
| a great deal. of good they are capable of doing by their infla- 
~ ence: on, others, - : 


3. The folemnity of bringing up the ark, ver. 5. &c- which 
we read before, 2.Sam, vi. 1. &c.. Here therefore we fhall 
only obferve, (r.) That it ig worth while to- travel far to ate 
tend the ark of God. They came out of all parts of the coune 
try, from the river of Egypt, the utmolt part fouth, to the en- 
tering of Hemath, which lay firtheft north, ver. 5. to grace 
this folemnity. (2.)'That we have reafon greatly to Iejoice: 


, In the revival of negleted ordinances, and the return of the 
_ token of God's prefence. When th 
/ out of obfcurity, when it is openly: and: freely profefled, is 


e,light .of religion fhines 


brought into reputation, and countenanced by, princes.and great: 


| ones, it is fuch a happy.omen toa people as is worthy to be 


welcomed with all’ poflible expreftions of joy. (3.) Wheag. 


}) after long difufe, ordinances come to be revived, it is too com- 


mon for even wife and good men to make fome miftakes. Who: 


. Would have thought, that David fhould haye made fuch a 

| blunder as . this. to. carry the ark upon a cart; ver. 7. Be- 

’ caufe the Philiftines fo, carried it,;.and.a fpecial providence 

| drove the cart, 1 Sam..vi. 12he thought they. might do fo: 

too. But we muft walk by rule, fiot by example,. ‘when it va- 
rigs fromthe riley 

| owned.) 0: 


°3.no,,-nob, thole examples that Providenge has: 
£  2OO nitodise. dome 5h Ph ; Tbs 

isto 79K) J ctinnn orldudg F sothsliete ogdt. oH 
9. And when they came unto. the’ threth- 


. ing floor of Chidon, Uzza put forth: his hand to: 


Hold the ark, for the: oxen, ftumbled....10. And. 
the‘anger of the Lorn was kindled againft Uzza;, 


| aC he {note him, becaiile We put his hand ‘to 


one: 
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“the ark: and there he died before God. 11 
And David was difpleafed, becaufe the Lorp 
had made a breach upon Uzza ; wherefore that 
place is called Perez-uzza unto this day. 12 
And David ‘was afraid of God that day, faying, 
How fhall I bringthe ark of God home to me? 
13 So David brought not the ark home to him- 
elf to the city of David, but carried it afide 
into the houfé‘of Obed- edom the Gittites 14 
And the ark'of God remained with the family 
of Obed-edom inhis houfé three months. “And 
‘the Lorn bleffed the houte of Bien edor} and 
-all that he‘thad® | 
This breach upon Uzza, which caufed all the mirth to 
vecafe, we had an‘account of, 2 Sam. vi. 6, &c. 
1. Let the fin of Uzza wath us all to take heed of prefump- 
tion; rafhnefs,,and irreverence, in dealing about holy. things, 


Vers Oh5 seer! to think, that a good intention will juftify a 
ad action our communion with God, we mult carefully 


watch over our ‘own fearts, left fanlines breed riyoeeby 


and we think God is any way beholden to us. 

2. Let the punifhment of Uzza convince us, what a tealus 
God he is with whom we have to do. ; His death, like that 
of Nadab and Abibu, proclaims aloud, that. God. will be fanilie 

_ fied in thofe that come nigh unto him, Lev. x. 3.; and that the 


_ neater they are to him, the’more difpléafed he is with their — 


_ prefumptions.. Let/us not dare to trifle with God in our ap- 
proaches'to him; and yet Jet us, through Chrift, come boldly to 
the throne of grace ; for we are under the difpenfation of liber= 
ty and grace, not of bondage and. terror. 

3. Let thé damp this gave to the joy of Ifrael, ‘be a memo= 


‘randum to us, always to rejoice with trembling, and to ferve | 


the Lord with outs even then) when we iis him with gee 


nefs. >: 5 


eager t teks David’ s difpleafure upon-t this: ote caution us to . 
take heed to our fpirits, when we are under divine rebukes, | 
left, inftead of fabmitting to God, we quarrel with him. If — 


God be angry with uf, ‘hall we darétbe angry with hin? 
_o xg. Let:the {top thus put to the folemnity, caution us mot to 
_ be driven off from our,duty,by thofe providences which are 
only. intended, to drive us off from our fins. David fhould have 
> gone on with this. work, notwithftanding the breach ace up- 
on Uzza ;fo might the work’ fhave! been-made tip. 


Lafllyy Let the bleffing whichi therark | brought’ saith it’ to : 


~ the houfe of Obed-edont, encourage-us to. welcome; God’s or: 
ae aba into our houfes, as thofe that believe the ark i isia gueft 

Pe fhould lofe by; nor let it be the ‘lefs precious to us, 
ft its being to fome : a ftone of ‘ftumibling, ‘and a’ rock of of« 
fence. If the Bofpel' Be to fome a favour of death unto death, 


asithe arkiwas to) Uzza scyet let usireceive: it in the love wofiit, | 


and it will be to us.a favour of life unto fap po) sgh 
foc C HEA, Py XIViiy) 


‘In this chapter we haye, I. g eBid s He gflabli lifbed,, I. 
Bis family, built up, ver. 35— ea enemies the 
» 'Philifiines routed in pi cing 17. ia! ‘This 


is repétted here from 4) Bai. okt yon OG 


LOW? Hiran'kingof. Tyté, fetit ettigel 

“td: Dayid, “and timber of cedars, with 
mafons afi. ‘erperitérs: to build hith 4n ‘Houte. 
2 And David perceived that the Tdr'p Had -con- 


Eicet ‘him Rice over ited for his Bingdom ! ie ‘ 
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to the flefh. 


fore they. called the name of that place Baal-pe- 
; razim. ds: 
| there; David pave ‘a commandment, an 
“were burnt. with, fire. 


ie 
- Chap. xv, , 


was lift up on higts becaufe of his people Ifrael, 


3 ¢ And David took moe wives at Jerufalem : « 


td David begat moe fons and daughters. 4. 


Now thefe are the names of dis children which — 
he had in Jerufalém ; Shammua, and Shobab, 
Nathan, and Solomon, 5 And. Ibhar, and E- 

lifhua, and Elpalet, 6 And Nogah, and Ne- 
pheg, and Japhia, 7And es and Beeli-. 

ada, and Eliphalet. ate 


We may obferve here, r : 

1, There is no man that has fuch a 1 fufficiency in himfelf, 
but he has need. of his neighbours, and has reafon to be thank- 
ful for their help. David hada very large kingdom, Hiram a 
very little one; yet David cannot build him a houfe to his 
tind, unlefs Hiram furnith him both work-men and materials, 
ver. 1.5 which is a reafon why we fhould defpife none, but, as 
we have ‘Opportunity, be obliging to all. 

2: It is a great fatisfaction to a wife man to be fettled, and 
to a good ihah to fee the fpecial providence of God in his fet- 
tlement. The people/had made David king; but he could. 
not be eafy, nor think himfelf happy, till he perceived. that the 
Lord had confirmed him King over acl, Vere Te, Who. thal 
unfix me, if God hath fixed’ me? | 

3. We muft look upon all our Aavatedments as defigned f foe, 
our ufefi inefs. “David's kingdom was. tft. upon Digh, nat. 


for his own fake, that he might. took’ x gieat ; re t becaufe < of 
his people Ifrael, that he might be, a guide ig PIES to 
them. We ate therefore bleffed - deer We, ea: rile € flings. 


See Gen. xii. 2. We ate not born,, nor. do, we ‘live, fe for spn 
felves. 4a ai es : 

4. It is hatd to thrive, and not grow. paar and. ae 
It was David's infirmity, that when. he was fe ti 
tled in his kingdom, he took more wives, yer. 3. yet. the 1 nus” 
merous iflue he had, added to his honour ‘and flrength, ee 
children area Dts of the Lord. ‘We had an. account, of 
David’s children, not only in Samuel, ‘but in this book, chap. 
iii. r, &c. and now here again ; for it was their Aonopr ito 
have ‘fach a father. Yi 9S 3 


8 q And when tHe Philiftines Keled that T Di 
vid was anointed king over all Ifrael, all the 
Philiftines went up to feek David:.and David 
heard ofit,and went out againft them. - 9 And 


- the Philiftines came and {pread brace 
the valley of Rephaim. 
| ed of God, faying, Shall I ‘go up a 


10 And David inquir- 

| the. 
Philiftines > and wilt thou deliver them, into 
mine hand? And the Lorp faid unto “him, | 
Go'up, for I will deliver them into thine hand. . 
t1 So they came up to Baal-perazim, and. Da- 
vid fmote them there. Then David faid, God. 


hath broken in upon mine enemies by mine 


hand, like the breaking forth of waters: there. 


rz And whee they had left their : 


“13 And ‘the Philiftines 
yet again, fpread. themfelves abroad in the wake 
ley. Me ‘Bherefore ee eat again’ of 
ay, Wiad 4 es Pare | sis ts ; God 3 lex 


wy" 


yet» oe of a] r +, S 
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‘ Ch ap. xv. 1 


: God: and God' faid ’ unto hie “Go not up at- 
beter them, tun away fiom ‘them, and come up- 
_ on them over againft the mulberty- trees. 15 
_ And it fhall be, when thou {halt hear afound of 
going in the tops of the ‘mulberry-trees, that 
then thou fhalt’ go out to battle: for God is 
_ gone forth before thee, to {mite the hoftof the 
Philiftines. 16 David therefore did ‘as God 
commanded him: and they fmote the hoft of 
the Philiftines from Gibeon-even to Gazer. “17 
Re And the fame of David went out into all lands, 
~ andthe Lorp brought the fear of him upon all 
ations, Sa eee e 


Ra ey 


£..¥9 | 


SS TTS ‘narrative of David’s ease: over the Philiftines, i is 
= Snais the fame with that, 2 Sam. v.17. &c, 
i 1. Let the attack which the Philiftines made upon David, 
forbid us to be fecure in any fettlement or, advancement, and 
" engage us to expect moleltation in this world, _ When we are 
moft ealy, fomething or other raay come to be a terror or vex- 
Hae ie to.as. Chrill’s Kingdom will thus ‘be infulted by the 
erpent’s feed, efpecially when it makes any advances. 
ak det David? s inquiry of God, once and again, upon occa- 
: fion of the Philiftines invading him, direét us in all our ways 
5 to acknowledge him, in diftrefs to fly to him, when we are 
wronged to »peal to him, and,when we know not what to do, 
to afk ‘c unfel at his oracles, to put ourfelves, under his ccn- 
a dud, and. to. eg of him to. fhew us a right way. 
rs 3. Let David’s faccefs encourage us to’ refilt our fpiritual 
_" enemies, in obfervance of divine directions, and in dependence 
on divine ftrength. Refift the devil, and he fhall fly as the 
Philiftines did before David. 


and in the influences of his Spirit. When we perceive God 
to go before, let.us gird Up our loins, gird on our armour, and 
- follow him. 

5- Let David's burning the gods of the Philiftines, when 


dolatry, and all the remains of it. 


to God?’s altar. 


- pame give glorys\) (baa. 37 ‘ 


AEs upon as*a'typé and figure 6 
of D; david, ver. 19ND afaine of pie went out into all lands: 
‘hreives generally talked ofahd aside das iy all peoples: and she 
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; ted off nol perfe ebhed da by. € way in the bo 
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ee Gd) The priffswete ordéned4a\darry wt, verv-25 
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4. Let the found of the g going in the tops of the mulberry: 
trees, direct us to attend God’s motions, both in his providence | 


they fell into his hands, teach us a holy,indignation againft i- | 

6. Let David’s thankful [acknowledgment of the hand of 
God i in his fucceffés, dire us to bringlall ott facrifices of Epraife. | 
- Not sila 16) Lords not ane “ ‘but. to? 4 { 
, Laflly, Let the mi ty f fame and: reputgiion, at Dida not 


= only i a) his own tenons, bata eng his neighbour Syybe looks. 
4 Hee ealien honour ofthe Son 


4ord ne of hirteyupon; dlb nations: LA\Wlooked-ip- | 


given un. 2B, Tame ; 


4 
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Il. How it was done more 

“G.) Tbe Levies made 
(2.) David and the 
As 


attending on it, ver. Nae? t 
 fuccefsfully than before, ver. 25. 
no blunder tn their“work, ver. 26. 
people met with no damp upon their Joy, Vere 275/28. 
far Michal’s defpifing David, it was nothing, yer. 29. 
ND-—David made him houfes in the ;city of 
A David, and prepared a’ place for the ark: 
of God, and-pitched for it a tent. 
vid (aid: None ought to carry theark of ,God, 
but the Levites; forthem hath the Lor jcho- 
fen to carry,the ark of God, and to minilterun- 
to him for ever. 3 And5David gathered alt 
Ifrael together to Jerufalem, tos bying up. the 
ark of the Lorn unto his place, which he had 
prepared for it. 4 And David affembled the 
children of Aaron and the Levites.. 5 Of the 


fons of Kohath :" Uriel the chief, and his bre- 
6: Of the fons - 


thren an hundred and twenty. 
of Merari: Afaiah the: chief, and his bre- 
thren two hundred and twenty. 7 Of the fons: 
of Gerfhom 7 ‘Joel the chief, and :his brethren 
an hundred aid thirty. “8 Of the fons of Eli- 
zaphan: Shémaiah the chief, and his btethren 
two hundred. g Of the fhe of. Hebron : Eliel 
the.chief,..and his :brethren fourfcore... 10 OF 


-2 Then Da-- : 


the fons of Uzziel: Amminadab the chief, and. * 


his brethren an htndred ‘and’ twelve. ri And 
David called for Zadok and Abiathar the priefts,° 
and for the Levites, for Uriel, Afaiah, and, Joel, 

Shemaiah, and Eliel, and Amminadab,s 


»t2 And ° 


faid unto them, Ye are the chief of the fathers - 


of the Levites : 


fandtify yourfelves, both ye and’ - 


your children,. that, you may bring up. the, ark . 
of. the Lorp God, ofuLfrael,.i unto sbheplace ‘that 
J have prepared forcit.«? 23:Foribedaule ye did 


it not at the firth, the -Wsoxis our’'God° made”: - 


bredch’ upon ‘us, for that We fought’ hith not af. 


ter the: ‘due or der. 14,99 oer and the ; He ; 


vites fanGified: themfelves,toabsingup theark of. 
the Lorn God of Ifraek 1-95 And the 

thé ‘Levites’ bire° thé “ark* oF” God “ul uipe 
thotiders,. with the. ftayes’ thereon, as 
commanded, iaccording,.ito; 58 ace of 5 sae 


Lor pw: 2:16: Ando David :fpake Uto «thes chief — 


of the Levites; t6" appoitte’ their “bréthfen to 
be ihe. fingers. wighln.tturients ‘of mufic, ay ; 
ana Ray ia ayps) ‘and oa founding) > 
ting i up We dige With Joy. 17 So. the, fe 
vites appointed -Heman, the.fonof Joel: ane 

tsi Pepi ‘aph, the, fon. of Berechia 

of the fons of Naren their brethren, F 
he fon f Kuthaiah.. y Anda them,t cif 
ees eee ria 

and, Jaaziel, ja iramoth, and Jehie 
tian kliab, and Benaiah, and Maafeiah, wits 
Mattithiah, 


% 


srnneens s | 


re 


y 


- confiderately.; and therefore we {ped fo ill. Note, 1. It isnot - 


E85 


Mattithiah, and Elipheleh, and Mikneiah, and 
Obed-edom, and feiel, the porters. rg So the 
fingers. Heman, Afaph, and Ethan, were ap- 
pointed to found with cymbals of brafs; 20 And 
Zechariah, and Aziel; and Shemiramoth, and fe- 
hiel, and Unni, and Eliab, and. Maafeiah, and 
Benaiah, with pfalteries on Alamoth. 21 And 
Mattithiah, and Elipheleh, and Mekneiah, and 
Obed-edom, and Jeiel, and Azaziah, with harps 
on the Sheminith to excel. 22 And Chena- 
niah chief of the Levites was for fong: he in- 


 ftructed abeut the fong, becaufe he was fkilful. 


23 And Berechiah and Elkanah were door- 
keepers for the ark. 24 And Shebaniah, and 
Jehofhaphat, and Nethaneel, and Amatfai, and 
Zechariah, and Benaiah, and Eliezer the prietts, 
did blow with the trumpets before the ark of 
God: and Obed-edom, and Jehiah were door- 
keepers for the ark. | 


Preparation is here made for the bringing of the ark home 
to the city of David, from the houfe of Obed-edom. It is 
here owned, that in the former attempt, though it was a very 
good work,-and in it they fought God, yet they /ought him not 
after the due order, ver. 13. We did not go-about our work 


enough that we do that which is good, but we mult dovit well ; 
nor enough, that we feek God in a due-ordinance, but we mutt 
feek him in a due order. 2. Whee we have fuffered for our 
irregularities, we moft learn thereby to be more regular; then 
we anfwer the end of chaftifement. : 

Let_us fee how the matter was mended. 

1. David now prepared a place for the reception of the ark, 


’ ‘before he brought it to him ;,and thus he~ fought in the due 


order. He had-not time to build a houfe, but he pitched a tent 
for it, ver. 1. probably according to the pattern fhewed to Mo- 
fes in the mount, or as near it as might be, of curtains and 
boards, Obferve, When he made houfes for himfelf in: the 
city of David, he prepared a place for the ark. Note, Where- 
foever we build for ourfelves, we muft be fure to. make room: 


- for God’s ark, for a church in the houfe. 


2. David now ordered, that the’ Levites or priefts fhould 
carry the ark upon theit fhoulders.. Now he thought himfelf 
of that which he could not but know before, that noné ought 
to carry the ark but the Levites, ver. 2. ‘The Kohathites car- 
ried it in their ordinary marches, and therefore had no. wag- 
gons allotted them, becaufe their work was to bear upon their 
fooulders Numb. vii..9. But upon extraordinary occafions, as 


~ when they paffed Jordan, and compafled Jericho, the. priefts 


carried it. This rule was exprefs, and. yet David himfelf for- 
got it, and put the ark upon a cart. Note, Even they that 
are very knowing in the word of God, yet have it not always 
fo ready to-them as were to be wifhed, when they have occa- 
fion to ufe it. Wife and good men may: be guilty ofan over- 
fight, which, as foon as they are aware of, they will: correct. 
David doth not go about to juftify what had been done amifs,, 


nor to lay the blame on others, but owns himfelf guilty with 


A 


others of not feeking God in a due order 5 and now takes care 


‘not only to fummon the Levites to the folemnity, as he did all 


Ifiael, ver. 3. and had done before, chap. xii, 2.: but ta fee 
that they were affembled, ver. 4. efpecially the fons of Aaron, 
ver, 11. So them he gives that folemn: charge, ver. 12. You 


ore the chief of the fathers of the Egvites, therefore do you bring 
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ap the ark of the Lord. Note, Thofe that’ are advanced above 
| others in dignity, it is expected they go before others in duty 5 


} 


— 


4 
5 
i 


f 


2 


! a, him “an: ephod of linen. ; 


fn 


oy Chap. RV. 


you are the chief, and therefore more is expected from you 
than fronr others, both by way of fervice yourfelves, and mflu- 
ence on the reft. You did it not at firft, neither did your du- 
ty yourfelves, nor took care to inftruét us, and: we {marted for 
it, the Lord made a breach upon us. We have all fmaried for. 
your negleé&t : this has been by your means; fee Mal. 1, 9: 
therefore fanétify yourfelves, and mind your bufinefs. Whee 
thofe that fuffered for doing ill, thus learn’ to do better, the 
cofrection is well beftowed. : t 
3: The Leyites and priefts were fanétified. themfelves, ver. 
14. and were ready to carry the ark on their. fhoulders, ac- 
cording to the Jaw, ver. 15. Note, Many that are. very remils 
in their duty, if they weré but faithfully told of it, would’ ree 
form, and do better. ‘The breach upon Uzza made the priefts 
the more careful to fanétify themfelves, 4. e. to cleanfe them- 
felves from all ceremoniai pollution, and to compofe theffelves 
for the folenm fervice of God, fo as to fitike'a reverence upow 
the people. Some are made examples, that others may be 
made examplary, and very cautious. Pee eae 
4: Officers were appointed to be ready to bid the ark wel- 
come, with all poflible expreffions of joy, ver. 16. David ors 
dered. the chief of thé Levites to nominate thofe that they 
knew to be artifts, for this fervice. Heman, Afaph, and Ee 
thar, were now firft appointed, ver. 17. They undertook to 
found with cynibals, ver. 19. others with -pfalteries, vers 20. 
others with harps, on the Sheminith, or eighth, eight notes” 
higher or lower than the reft, according to the rules of ¢onfort, 


| ver, 2x. . Some that were priefts, blew with the truripet, ver. 
24. as was ufual at the removal of the ark, Numb. x. 8. and 


at folemn’ feafts, Pfal. Ixxxi. 3. And ome was appomted - 
for fong, ver. 22. for he was fkilful in it,-could fing well him=_ 
felf, and inftru@ others. Note, As every man has received the 


, gift, fo he ought to minifter the fame, v Pet. ivi to. “And 
_ thofe'that excel in any.endowment, fhould not only ufé it for 
_ ¢ommon good themfelves, but teach others alfo; and not ¢ 
| to- make others as wife as, themfelves. This way of | 
. God-by mufical inftruments had not hitherto: been in ui 
| David, being a prophet, inftituted it by divine dire@tion, ‘and 
' added it to the other cardinal ordinances of that. difpenfation, 
"as theapoftle calls them, Heb. ix. 10. ‘The New 'Veftament 
_ keeps up finging of pfalms, but’ has not appointed church-mufic. 
- Some were appointed to be porters, ver. 18. others door-keep-_ 


gredge 
aifing 


pre 
ufe } but. 


ers for tie ark, ver. 23, 24. and one of them was Obed-edom, 
who reckoned it, no doubt, a place of honour, and accepted it. 


as a recompence for the entertainment he had given to the-ark. 
| He had for three months been houfekeeper to the ark, a vd-in- 
_ deed its landlord. But when he might not be fo" any longer, 


fuch an affe@tion had he for it, that he was glad to be its door= 
keeper. ae age ee ee 


ag % So David and the elders of Trael, and 
the captains over thoufands, went to bring up 


_ the ark of the covenant of the Lorn, out of the 
- houfe of Obed-edom with joy. 26 And it came 
' to pafs when God helped the Levites that bare 
the ark of the covenant of the Loro, that they 


offered feven: bullocks, and feven. rams, 27 


| And David was clothed with a robe of fine 


linen, and all the Levites that bare the ark, and 
the fingers, and Chenaniah the mafter of the 
fong; with the fingers: David alfo dad upon 
28 Thus all Hrael 
eo ae > Droupat 


_. brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lorp 
with fhouting, and with found of the cornet, 
_ and with trumpets, and with cymbals, making 
_ a noife with'pfalteries and harps. 29 [ And it 
came to pafs.as the ark of the covenant of the 
, Lorp came to the city of David, that Michal 
_ the daughter of Sanl, looking out at a window, 
_ faw king David dancing and playing: and fhe 
_ defpifed him in her heart. 


All things being got ready for the carrying of the ark to 
the city of David, and its reception there, we have here ac- 
count of the folemnity of this conveyance thither from the 
._houfe of Obed-edom. - 
g 1. God helped the Levites that carried it. The ark was 
"no very great burden, that they that carried it needed any ex- 
traordinary help. But, (1.) 1t.is good to take notice of the 
_ afhitance of the divine providence, even ‘in thofe things that 
fall within the compafs of our natural powers : if God did not 
help us, we could not ftir a ftep. (2.) In all our religious 
_ -exercifes,-we mutt particularly derive.help from heaven. See 
Aéts xxvi. 22. All our fufficiency for holy duties is from 
God. (3.) Fhe Levites, perhaps, remembering the breach 
_ upon Uzza, were ready to tremble when they took up the ark ; 
but God helped them, “i. ¢. he encouraged them to it, filen- 
-ced their fears, and ftrengthened their faith. (4.) God help- 
ed them to do it decently and well, and without making any 
blunder. If we perform any religious duties, fo as to efcape a 
_~ breach, and come off with our lives, we muft own it was God 
a > that helped us; for had we been left to. ourfelves, we fhould 


ee have been uilty of fome fatal “mifcarriages. God’s minifters 
___ -that bear the veffels of the Lord, have fpecial need of divine 
-» help in their miniftrations, that God in them may be glorified, 
_ and his church edified.' And if God help the Levites, the 
_people have the benetit of it. 

2. When they experienced the tokens of God’s prefence 
with them, they offered facrifices of praife to him, ver. 26. 
_. This alfo he helped them to do. They offered thefe bullocks 
_ and rams, perhaps, by way of atonement for the-former error, 
_ that that might not now be remembered againft them, as well 
as by way of acknowledgement for the help now received. 

3. There were great expreflions of rejoicing ufed; the f{a- 
cred mufic played, David danced, the fingers fang, and the 
common people fhouted, ver. 27, 28. This we had before, 
2 Sam. vi. 14, 15. Learn hence, (1.) That we ferve a good 
_ mafter, who delights to have his fervants fing at their work, 
(2.) That times of public reformation are, and fhould be times 
"of public rejoicing. Thofe are unworthy of the ark, that are 
not glad of it. 

_ eft of men to thew themfelyes zealous in the aéts of devotion. 
_ Michal indeed defpifed David, ver. 29.5. but her defpifing him 


Ty 
a 


did not make him at all defpicable ; he did not value it-him- . 


__ felf, nor did any that were wife and good (and why fhould we 
* €ovet the efteem of any but fuch ?) think the worfe of him. 


= CH A Po XVI 


_ This chapter concludes that great affair of the fettlemént of 


the ark in the royal city ; and with it the fettlement of the 
public worfeip of God during the riign of king David. 
Here is, 1. The folemnity with which the ark was Sixeds 
~*~ ver. 1,—6. 


ce uat tate 


wor hip of God-in order from thenceforward, ver. 37,—43- 
4 EGO they. brought the ark of God, and {et it in 


ar AS 


e. 


aod 
yours 


Vou. I, 
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_ peace-offerings before God. . 


(3-) Itis not any difparagement to the great- 


Il. The plalm David gave to be fung on this 
 accnfion, Ver. Fy 36. TIL. The Jetting of the conftant. | 


the midft of the tent that David had pitch. 
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ed for it: and they offered burnt-facrifices, and 
2 And. when Da- 
vid‘had made an end of offering the burnt-of- 
ferings, and the peace-offerings, he blefled the 
people in the name of the Lorp. 3 And. he 
dealt to every one of Ifrael, both man and wo- 
man, to every one a loaf of bread, and a good 
piece of flefh, and a flagon of wine. 4 Y And 
he appointed certain of the Levites to minifter 
before the ark of the Lora, and to record, and 
to thank and praife the Lorp God of. Ifrael : 
5 Afaph the chief, and next to him Zechariah, 
Jeiel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Matti- 
thiah, and Eliab, and Benaiah, and Obed-edom: 
and Jeiel with pfalteries, and with harps: but 


. Afaph made a found with cymbals, 6 Benaiah 


alfo and Jahaziel the priefts with trumpets con-_ 
tinually before the ark of the covenant of God. 


It was a glorious day when the ark of God was fafely- lod- 
ged in the tent David had pitched for it. That good man had 
his heart much upon it, could not fleep contentedly till it was 
done, Pfal. cxxxii. 4. The circumftances of the ark were now, 
(1.) Better than what they had been. It had been obfcure in 
a country town in the fields of the wood, now it is removed to 
a public place, to the royal city, where all might have refort to 
it. It had been neglected, as a defpifed broken veflel ; now 
it is attended with veneration, and God is inquired of by it. 
It had borrowed a room in a private houfe, which it enjoyed 
upon courtefy ; now it has a habitation of its own, entire tqit- 
felf, is fet in the midft of it, and not ¢rowded into a corner. 
Note, Though God’s word and ordinances. may be clouded 
and eclipfed for a time, they fhall, at length, fhine out of ob- 
fcurity. Yet, (2.) They were much fhort of what was in- 
tended in the next reign, when the temple was to be built. 
This was but a tent, a poor mean dwelling, yet this was the 
tabernacle, the temple, which David in his pfalms oft {peaks of 
with fo much affeétion. David, that pitched a tent for the 
ark, and ftuck to it, did far better than Solomon that built a 
temple for it, and yet in his latter end turned his back upon it. 
The church’s pooreft times were its pureft. 

Now David is eafy in his mind: the ark is fixed, and fixe 
near him. - Now fee how he takes care, 

1. That God have the glory of it. Two ways he gives 
him honour upon this occafion; (1.) By facrifices, ver. 1. 
burnt-offerings.in adoration of his -perfeétions ; peace-offerings 
in acknowledgement of his favours. (2.) By fongs: he ap- 
pointed Levites to record this {tory in a fong for the benefit of 
others, or to celebrate it themfelves by thanking and praifing 
the God of Ifraci, ver. 4. All our rejoicings muft exprefs 
themfelves in thankfgivings to him from whom all our comforts 
are received. co 

2; That the people have.the joy of it. They thall fare the 
better for this day’s folemnity ; for he gives them all what was 
worth coming for, not only a royal treat, in honour of the day, 
ver. 3.; in which David fhewed himfelf generous to his fub- 
jects, “a8 he had found God gracious to him. ‘They, whofe 
hearts are enlarged with holy joy, fhould thew it by being o- 
pen-banded. But (which is far better) he gives them a Ale/- 
Jing in the name of the Lord, as a father, as.a prophet, ver. 2.; 
he prayed to God for them, and commended them to his 


_ grace. Jn the name of the word of the Lord, fo the Targum, 


the effential eternal word, who is Jehovah, and through whom 


all bleflings come to us. | 
iy @ 7 4 Then 


N\ 


- the’ Lorp made the heavens. 
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4 4 Then on that day, David delivered firft 
this pfalm to thank the Lor, into the hand of 
Afaph and his brethren. 8 Give thanks unto 
the Lorp, call upon his name, make known his 
deeds among the people. 
fing pfalms unto him, talk ye of all his won- 
drous works. 10 Glory ye in his holy name, 
let the heart of them rejoice that feek the Lorn. 
11 Seek the Lorp and his ftrength, feek his face 
continually. 12 Remember his marvellous 
works that he hath done, his wonders, and the, 
jadgments of his mouth. 13 O ye feed of If- 
rael his fervant, ye children of Jacob his chofen 
ones. 
ments are in all the earth. 15 Be ye mindful 
always of his covenant: the word which he 
commanded to a thoufand generations; 16 
Even of the covenant which he made with A- 
braham, and-of his oath unto Ifaac: 19 And 
hath confirmed the fame to Jacob for a law, 
and to Ifrael for an everlafting covenant, 18 
Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Ca- 
naan, the lot of your inheritance. 19 When 
ye were but few, even a few, and ftrangets in 
it: 20 And whén they went from nation to 
nation, and from one kingdom to another peo- 
ple: 21 He fuffered no man to do them wrong: 
yea, he reproved kings for their fakes, 22 Say- 
ing, Touch not mine anointed, and do my pro- 
‘phets no harm. 23 Sing unto the Lorp all the 
earth: fhew forth from day to day his falva- 
tion. 24 Declare his glory among the hea- 
then: his marvellous works among all nations. 
25 For great is the Lorp, and greatly to be 
praifed : he alfo 7s to be feared above all gods, 
26 For all the gods of the people are idols: but 
24 Glory and 
honour are in his prefence, firength and glad- 
nefs are in his place. 28 Give unto the Lorp 
ye kindreds of the people, give unto the Lorp 
glory and ftrength. 
the glory due unto his name : bring an offering 
and come before him, worfhip the Lorn in. the 
beauty of holinefs. 30 Fear before him all the 
earth: the world alfo fhall be flable, that it be 
not moved. 31 Let the heavens be glad, and 
let the earth rejoice: and let men fay among 
the nations, The Lorp reigneth. 32 Let the 
fea rore, and the fulnefs thereof: let thely@elds 
rejoice, and all that 7s therein. 33 Then {hall 
the trees of the wood fing out at the prefence 
of the Lorp, becaufe he cometh. to judge the 
earth. 34 O give thanks to the Lorn, for be is 
good: for his mercy endureth for ever. 35 


And fay ye, Save us, O God of our falvation, 


q 


9 Sing unto him, 


14 He is the Lorb our God, his judg- 


29 Give unto the Lorp. 
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_the heart of them rejoice that feek the Lord, much more they ‘that 
‘ have found him. Seek him and bis firength, and his faces a feek 
| him by the ark of his ftrength, in which he manifefts himfelf. 
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and gather us together, and deliver us from the - 
heathen, that we may give thanks to thy holy 
name, and glory in thy praife. 36 Blefied be 
the Lorp God of Ifrael for ever fand ever: and 


_all the people faid, Amen, and praifed-the Lorp. | 


We have heard the thankfgiving-pfalm which David, by the 
Spirit, compofed, and delivered to the chief mufician, to be _ 
fung upon occafion of the public entry the ark made into the 
tent prepared for it:'and fome think he had appointed this 
hymn to be daily ufed in the temple-fervice, as duly as the day 
came} whatever other pfalms they fung, they muft not omit 
this. David had*penned many pfalms before this, fome in the 
time of his troubles by Saul’ This was ‘compofed before; 
but was now firft delivered into the hand of Afaph, for the ufé 
of the church. It is gathered out of feveral pfalms. From 
the beginning’ to ver. 23. is taken from Pfal. cv. 1, &c.; and 
then ver. 23. to ver. 34. is the whole g6th pfalm, with little 
variation 3 ver. 34. is taken from Pfal. cxxxvi. 1. and divers 
others; and then the two lalt verfés. are taken from the clef. 
of Pfal. cvii4 which, fome think, warrants us to do likewife,— 
to make up hymns out of Dayid’s pfalms, a part of one, ard | 
a part of another, put together {o' as may be moft proper to 
exprefs and éxcite thé devotion of Chriftians. AS EE 
’ "Thefe pfalms will be beft expounded in their proper, places,, 


| Gf the Lofd will); here we take them as they are put toge- ‘ 


ther, with a defign to thank the Lord, ver. 7. a great duty, to 

which we need to be excited; and in which we need to be affifted. 
1. Let God be’ glorified in our praifes, let his honour be the 

center in which alt ‘the lines mcet..’ Let us glorify him by 


} our thankfgivings, Give thanks to the Lord; by our prayers, ~- 


call on his name, ver. 8.; by our fongs, fing plalms unto him ; ~ 
by our difcourfe, talk ye of all bis wondrous works, ver. Uae . 
Glorify him as @ great God, ‘and greatly to be prai/ed, ver. Bee 
as fupreme God, (above all gods), as fole God; for all others 
are idols, ver. 26.—Glorify him as moft bright and bleffed in 
himafelf, Glory and honour are in his prefence, ver. 27. as Crea~ | 
tor, The Lord made the heavens ; as the ruler of the whole 


“ ereation, His judgments are in all the earth, ver. 14.; and as 


ours, He is the Lord our Ged. "Thus mult we give unto the 
Lord the glory due to his name, ver. 28, 20. and own it, and. * 
much more his due. > yt ee A 
2. Let others be edified and inftruded: Make Rnown bis? < 
deeds among the people, ver. 8. Declare bis glory among the _ 


heathen, ver. 24. that thefe that ‘are {trangers to. him, may | 
be led into. acquaintance with him, allegiance to him, and the a= 
doration of him. ‘hus mult we ferve the interefts of his kings * 
dom athong men, that all the earth may fear before him, ve RO. 
_ 3. Let us be ourfelves encouraged to triumph and truft in 
God. They that give glory to God’s name, are allowed to 
glory in it; ver. 10. to value themfelves upon their relation to 
God, and venture themfelves upon his promife to, them, vWee 


hs Let the everlafting covenant be the- great matter of our. 
joy and praife: ver. 15. Be ye mindful of his covenant. In. 
the parallel place it is, He will be ever mindful of jt,” Plal. 
ev. 8. Seeing. God never will forget ‘jt, We never m 
The covenant is faid to be commanded 3) becaufe God has 
bliged us to obey the conditions of its and becaufe he 
both authority to make the promife, and ability to make i 
good. ‘This covenant was ancient, yet never to be forgotten. 
iS en ei with hye He and Jacob, who were lone: 
ince dead, ver. 17,18.; yet {till fare to the {piritual feed, and 
the promifes of it leit bie mh x He Af bn oii — 
5. Let God’s former mercies to his people of old, “to oO 
: . i ~ ancelto 


tion, when they came ftrangers to Canaan, and were fojour- 
ners in it; when they were few, and might eafily have been 
fwallowed up; when they were continually upon’ the remove, 
and fo expofed ; when there were many that bore them ill-will, 
and fought to do them mifchief: yet no man was fuffered to 
do them wrong 5 not the Canaanites, Philiftines, Egyptians ; 
kings were reproved, and plagued for their fakes. Pharaoh 
was fo, and Abimelech. They were the anointed of the Lord, 


- fandtified by his. grace, fanétified to his glory, had received the 


unction of the Spirit. ‘They were his prophets, inftraéted in 
the things of God themfelves, and commiflioned to inftruét o- 
thers; (and prophets are faid to be anointed, 1 Kings xix. 
16, Ifa. Ixi. 1.); and therefore if any touch them, they touch 
the apple of God’s eye; if any harm them, it is at their peril, 
ver. 19,—22. ’ 


6. Let the great falvation of the Lord be efpecially the | 


fubject of our praifes; ver. 23. Shew forth from day to day 
his falvation; that is, (faith Bifhop Patrick,) his promifed fal- 


vation by Chrift. We have reafon to celebrate that from day — 


to day: for we daily receive the benefit of it, and it is a fub- 
ject that can never be exhaufted, 

7. Let God be praifed by a due and conftant attendance 
upon him in the ordinances he has appointed: Bring an offer- 


- ing, then. the fruit of the ground, now the fruit of the lips, of 


the heart, Heb. xiit. 15.5 and wor/bip him in the beauty of 
holine/s, in the. holy place, and in-a holy manner, ver. 29. 


‘Holinefs is the beauty of the Lord, the beauty of all fanctified | 


fouls, and all religious performances. | 


- 8. Let God’s univerfal ‘monarchy be the fear and joy of all | 
. people. 
And let us rejoice in it: Let the heavens be glad and rejoice, 
~ becaufe the Lord reigns ; and that eftablifheth the world, fo | 
that though it be moved, it cannot be removed, nor the mea- | 
fares broken, which infinite wifdom has taken in the govérn- | 


Let us reverence it; Fear before him all the earth. 


ment of it, ver. 30, 31. 
g. Let the profpect of the judgment to come, poffefs us with 


- an awful pleafure. Let earth and fea, fields, and woods, though 
in the great day of the Lord they will all be confumed, yet | 
rejoice that he will come, he doth come to judge the earth, | 


bid CS 3 ei AES : : 
10, In the midit of our praifes, we muft not forget to pray 
for the fuccour and relief of thofe faints and fervants of God 


. that are in diftrefs: ver. 3'5. Save us, gather us, deliver us 
from the heathen, thofe of us that are feattered, and oppreffed. | 


When we are rejoicing in God’s favours to us, we mutt re- 


_ member our afflited brethren, and pray for their falvation and 


deliverance as our own. We are mémbers one of another; 


_ and therefore when we mean, Lord fave them) it is not.im- | 
proper to fay, Lord, fave us. zs 
_ Lafily, Let us make God the alpha and omega of all our | 
praifes. H 


added, Let all the people Sey amen. 


that attended fignified their confent and’ coacurrence, by faying, 


a Amen. And fo they pratfed the Lord, much affected, no 


doubt, with this newly inftituted- way of devotion, which had 
een hitherto ufed in the {choals of the prophets only, 1 Sam. 


Be x. 57. Andi thishway of praifine God plaje the Lord better 
_- than an om or a bullock that has horns and hoofs, the humble 
— Aheall fee it and be glad, Pfal. \xix. 31, 32. 


. 


7 
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anceftors and predeceflors in profeffion, be commemorated by , 
‘ us now with thankfulnefs to his praife. Let it be remember- 
- ed, how God protedted the patriarchs in their unfettled condi. 


i 
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37 Y-So he left there before the ark of the 

covenant of the Lorp, Afaph and his breth- 
ten, to minifter before the ark continually, as 
every day’s work required: 38 And Obed-e- 
dom, with their brethren, threefcore and eight; 
Obed-edom alfo the fon of Jeduthun, and Ho, - 
fah to be porters: 39 And Zadok the prieit, 
and his brethren the priefts, before the taber- 
nacle of the Lorp, in the high place that was 
at Gibeon, 40 To offer burnt-offerings unto the 
Lorp, upon the altar of the burnt-offering con- 
tinually morning and evening, and to do accord- 
ing to all that is written in the law of the Lorp, 
which he commanded Ifrael: 41 And with 
them Heman and Jeduthun, and the reft that 
were chofen, who were exprefled by name, to 
give thanks to the Lorp, becaufe his mercy en- 
dureth for ever. 42 And with them Heman 
and Jeduthun with trumpets and-cymbals, for 
thofe that fhould make a found, and with mufi- 
cal inftruments of God: and the fons of Jedu- 
thun were porters. 43 And all the people de- 
parted every man to his houfe: and David re- 
turned to blefs his houfe. ae eee! ; 

The worfhip of God is not only to be the work of a folemn 
day now and then, brought in to\grace a triymph ; butit ought 
to be the work of every day. David therefore fertlés it here , 
for a conftancy; puts it into a method, which he obliged thofe © 
that officiated to obferve in their refpective pofts. 

Tn the tabernacle of Mofes, and afterwards in the ‘temple: of 
Solomon, the ark and the altar were together; -but ever fince _ 
Eli’s time they had been feparated ; and {till continued fo till 
the temple was built. I cannot conceive’ what reafon there 
was, why David, who knew the Jaw, and was zealous for it, 
did not either bring the ark to Gibeon, where the tabernacle 
and the altar were, or bring them to mount Zion, where the 
ark was. Perhaps the curtains and hangings of Mofes’s ta- 
bernacle were fo worn with time and weather, that they were 
not fit to be removed, nor fit to be a fhelter for the ark, and 
yet he would not make all new, but only a tent for the ark, 
becaufe the time was at hand when the temple fhould be built. 
Whatever was the reafon, all David’s time they were afunder ; 
but he took care that neither of them fhould be negleéted. 

1. At Jerufalem where the ark was, Afaph and his brethren 
were appointed to attend, to minifler before the ark continually, 
with fongs. of praife, as every day’s work required, ver. 37 
No facrifices were offered there, nor incenfe burnt, becaufe the 


} | altars were not there ; but David’s prayers were direéfed as in- 
He began, ver. 8. Give thanks to the Lord; he — 


concludes, ver. 36. Bleffed be the Lord. And whereas in | 
the place whence this doxology is taken, (Pfal. evi. 48.) it is | 
Hallelujah; here we find | 
they did according to that dire@tory: 4/1 the people faid Amen, | 
* and praifed the Lord. When the Levites had finifhed this _ 
a jpfalm of prayer and praife, then, and not till then, the people — 


cenfe, and the lifting up of his hands as the evening facrifice; 
Pfal. cxli. 2. So early did fpiritual worfhip take place of ce» 
remonial, 

2. Yet the ceremonial worfhip, beigg of divine inftitution, 
muft by no means be omitted ; and therefore at Gibeon were 
the altars, where the priefts attended; for their work was to 
facrifice, and burn incenfe ; and that they did continually, morn- 
ing and evening, according .to the law of Mofes, ver. 39, 40- 
Thefe muft be kept up, becaufe however in their own nature 
|| they were inferior to the moral fervices of prayer and_praife ; 

yet as they were types of the mediation of Chrift, they hada 

' great deal of lonour put upon them, and the obfervance of 
them was of mighty confequence. Here Zadok attended to 
prefide in the fervice of the altar; as (it is probable) Abiathar 
4R2 feted 


2 
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fettled at Jerufalem, to attend the ark, becaufe he had the 
breaftplate of judgment, which muft be confulted before the 
ark: which is the reafon why we read, that, in David’s time, 
both Zadok and Abiathar were the priefts, 2 Sam. vit. 17. 
%xi. 25. one where the altar was, and the other where the ark 
was. At Gibeon; where the altars were,’ David alfo appoint- 
ed fingers to give thanks to the Lord; and the burden of all 
their fongs muft be, for his mercy endureth for ever, ver. 41. 
They did it with mufical inflruments of God; fuch inftruments 
as were appointed and appropriated to this fervice, not fuch as 
they ufed on other occafions. Between common «mirth, and 
holy joy, there is a vaft difference ; and the limits and diftan- 
ces between them mutt be-carefully obferved and kept up. 
Matters being thus fettled, and the affairs of religion put in- 
to a happy channel, (1.) The people were fatisfied, and went 
home pleafed. (2.) David returned to blefs his houfe, refol- 
ving to keep up his family-worfhip ftill, which public worfhip 
mui{t not fuperfede. _ 
CHAP. XVII. ; 
This excellent chapter is the fame with 2 Sam. vii. It will 
be worth while to look back upon what was there faid up- 
on it. Two things in general we have init, 1. God's 
gracious acceptance of David's purpofe to build hima 
houfe, and the promife be made thereupon, ver. 1,—15. 
II. Dawd’s gracious acceptance of God’s good promife to 
build him an houfe, and the prayer he made thereupon, 
ver. 16,—-27. 
OW it came to pafs, as David fat in his 
houfe, that David faid to Nathan the 
prophet, Lo, I dwell in an houfe of cedars, but 
the ark of the covenant of the Lorp remaineth 
» under curtains. 2 Then Nathan faid unto Da- 
vid, Do all that zr in thine heart, for God is with 
thee. 39 And it came to pafs the fame night, 
that the word of God came to Nathan, faying, 
4 Go and tell David my fervant, Thus faith the 
‘Lorn, Thou fhalt not build me an houfe to 
dwell in. 5 For I have not dwelt in an houfe 
fince the day that I brought up Ifrael, unto this 
. day, but have gone from tent to tent, and from 
one tabernacle to another. 6 Wherefoever I 
have walked with all Irael, fpake I a word to 
any of the judges of Ifrael (whom I command- 
ed to feed my-people), faying, Why have you 
not built me an houfe of cedars? 7 Now there- 
fore thus fhalt thou fay unto my fervant David, 
Thus faith the Lory of hofts, I took thee from 
the /Leep-cote, even from following the fheep, 
that thou fhouldft be ruler over my people If 
yael: 8 And I have been with thee whither- 
foever thou haft walked, and have cut off all 
thine enemies from before thee, and have made 
thee a name like the name of the great men 
that are mm the earth. g Alfo I will ordain a 
place for my people Ifrael, and will plant them, 
and they fhall dwell in their place, and fhall be 
moved no more; neither fhall the children of 
wickednefs -wafte them any more’: (as at the 


beginning, 10 And fince the time that 1 com. 


a 


_ come af 


? 
‘ay 


manded judges ¢o be over my people Ifrael) ~ 
moreover, { will fubdue all thine enemies. Fur- 
thermore, I tell thee, that the Lorn will build 
thee an houfe. 11 4] And it fhall come to pafs, 
when thy days be €xpired, that thou mutt go 

to be with thy fathers, that I will raife up thy ~ 
feed after thee; which {hall be of thy fons, and 

I will eftablith his kingdom. 12 He fhall build 
me an houfe, and I will eftablifh his throne for — 
ever. 13 I will be his father, and he {hall be 
my fon, and Iwill not take my mercy away > 
from him, as I took it from him that was before 
thee. 14 But I will fettle him in mine houfe, 
and in my kingdom for ever, and his throne 
fhall be eftablifhed for evermore. 15 Accord- 
ing to all thefe words, and according to all this 
vifion, fo did Nathan fpeak unto David. ee 


Let us obferve here, ib; 

r. How defirous and folicitous good people fhould be, to 
ferve the interefts of God’s kingdom in the world, -to the ut- 
moft of their capacity. David could not be eafy in a houfe of 
cedar, while the ark was lodged within curtains, ver. 1. The ~ 
concerns of the public fhould always be near our hearts, What 
pleafure can we take in our own profperity, if we fee not the 
good of Jerufalem? When David is advanced to wealth and 
power, fee what his cares and projeéts are. Not, what fhall I 
do for my children, to get portions for them ? what fhall Ido 
to fill my coffers, and enlarge my dominions ? But what fhall T _ 
do for Gad, to ferve and honour him? They that are contriving . — 
where to beftow their. fruits and their goods, would do well to. 
inquire, what condition the ark is in, and whether fome may, 
not be well beftowed upon it. _ aati ee 

2. How ready God’s prophets fhould be to encourage eve= 
ry good purpofe, Nathan was no fooner aware of David’s — 
good defign, but he bid him go and do all that was within his- 
heart, ver+ 2. for he had no reafon to think any other, but that 
God was with him in it. Minifters fhould ftir up the giftsand  - 
graces that are in others, as well as in themfelves. 

3. How little Godfaffe&ts external pomp and fplendor in his 
fervice. His ark was content with a tabernacle, ver. 5, and 
he never fo much as mentioned. the building of a houfe for it; 
no, not when he had fixed his-people in great and goodly cis. 
ties which they builded not, Deut. vi. 10. He commanded. 
the judges to feed his people, but never bid them build him a 
houfe, ver. 6. Good reafon why we fhould be content a while - 
with mean accommodations ;, God’s ark was fo.. 

4. How gracioufly God accepts his people’s good purpofes, 
yea, though he himfelf prevents the performance of them. Dar 
vid muft not build this. houfe, ver. 4. He mutt prepare for it, 
but not do it 5 as Mofes muft bring Ifrael within fight of Ca- 
naan, but muft then leave it to Jofhua to put them in poffeffion _ 
of it. It is the prerogative of Chrift to be both the author and: 
finifher of his work. Yet he muft not think that, becaufehe 
was not permitted to build the temple, (1.) His.preferment _ 


-was in vain 5 no, J took thee from the fheep-cote, though not to 


be a builder of the temple, yet to.be rulerover my people I/racl; > 
that is honour enough for thee, leave the other to one that fhall 
fter thee, ver. 7. Why fhould one man think to in- — 
grofs all the bufinefs, and-to bring every good work to perfec. _ 
tion ; let fomething be left for them that fucceed. God had 
given him vittories, and made him a name, ver. 8; and further 
intended by him to eftablifh his people Ifrael, and fecure them 
again{t their enemies, ver. 9... That muft be his, work,.who is 

i aman, — 


not himfelf fo fettled in God’s houfe, ‘as he fhould have been, - 


aman of war,and fit for itand he muft let building of church- 
~ es alone for one that was never cut out for-a foldier. Nor, 
(2.) Matt he think that his good purpofe was in vain, and that 
he fhould lofe the reward of it; no, it being God’s act to pré- 
vent the execution of it, he fhall be as fully recompenfed as if 
he had done it. The Lord will build thee an ‘houfe, and annex 
the crown of Ifrael to it, ver. 10. if there.be.a willing mind, 
it fhall not only be accepred, but thns rewarded. Nor, (3.) 
Muft he think that becaufe he might not do this good work, 


_ therefore it would never be done, and that it was in vain to 


think of it; no, J will raife up thy feed, and he hall build me 
an houfe, ver. 11, 12. God’s temple fhall be built in the time 
~ appointed, though we may not have the honour of helping to 
build it, or the fatisfaction of feeing it built. Nor, (4.) Mutt 
~ he confine his thoughts to the temporal profperity of his family, 

but mutt entertain himfelf with the profpe€ of the kingdom of 
the Meffiah, who fhould defcend from his loins, and whofe 
throne fhould be e/adblifhed for evermore, ver.14. Solomon was 


nor was his family fettled in the kingdom ; but there fhall one 


"> defcend from thee, whom I will fettle in my houfe, and in my 
-_ ~ kingdom ; which intimates, that he fhould be both a high prieft 


over the hdiife of God, and fhould have the fole adminiftration 
of the affairs of God’s kingdom among men, all. power both in 
heaven and in earth, in the houfe, and in the kingdom, in the 
church, and in the world: He fhall be a pric upon his throne 
and the counfel of peace [hall be between them both, and-he fhall 


+ build the temple of the Lord, Zech. vi. 12, 13. 


~ 164 And David the king came, and fat be 


fore the Lorp, and faid, Who am I, O LorD 
God, and what zs mine houfe, that thou haft 
brought me hitherto? 147 And yet this was a 


- {mall thing in thine eyes, O God, for thou haft 
_.alfo fpoken of thy fervant’s houfe for a great: 


ae 


while to come, and haft regarded me according 


_ to the eftate of a man. of high.degree, O Lorp 


God. 18 What can David /peak more to thee 
for the honour of thy fervant? for thou knoweft 


< thy fervant. 19 O Lor», for thy fervant’s fake, 


and according to thine own heart haft. thou done 


all this greatnefs, in making known. all the/e 
» great things. 2 

_ thee, neither zs there.any God befides thee, ac- — 
cording to all that we have heard with our ears. © 


20 O Lorn, there is none like 


21 And what one.nation in the earth zs like thy 
people Ifrael; whom God went to redeem ¢o- be 
his own people, to make thee a name of great- 
. nefs and terriblenef, by driving out nations from 
_ before thy people whom thou haft redeemed out 

of Egypt? 22 For thy people Hrael didit thou 

make thine own people for ever, and thou, Lorn, 
_ becamett theirGod. 23'Therefore now, Lorp, let 


the thing that thou haft fpoken concerning thy 


fervant, and concerning: his houfe, be eftablith- 
ed for ever, and do as thou-haft faid, 24 Let it 
"even be eftablijhed, that thy name may be mag- 
' nified for ever, faying, The Loxp of hofts is the 
» God of Ifrael, even a God to Ifrael :. and.Jet.the. 
houfe of David thy fervant be eftablifhed before 
‘thee. 25 For thou, O my God, haft told thy 
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and amen. 
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fervant, that thou wilt build him an houfe: there- 
fore thy fervant hath found ia bis heart to pray 
before thee. 26 And now, Lorn, (thou art 
God, and haft promifed this goodnefs unto thy 
fervant). 27 Now therefore let it pleafe thee 
to blefs the houfe of thy fervant, that it may be 
before thee for ever: for thou blefleft, O Lorp, 
and it /hall be bleffed for ever. 


We have here David’s folemn addrefs to God, in anfwer 
tO the gracious meffage he had now received from him. By 
faith he receives the promifes, embraceth them, and is perfuad- 
ed of them, as the patriarchs, Heb. xi. 13. How humbly 
doth he here abafe himfelf, and acknowledge his own unworthi- 
nefs! How highly doth he. advance the name of God, and 
admire his condefeending grace and favour! With what de- 
vout affections doth he magnify the God of Ifrael, and what a 
value has he for the Irael of God! With what an affurance 
doth he build upon the promife, and with what-a lively faith 
doth he put it in fuit! What an example is this to us of hum- 
ble, believing, fervent prayers! The Lord enable us all thus to 
feek him! Thefe things were largely obferved, 2 Sam. vit: 
We fhall therefore here obferve only thofe few expieffions, in 
which the prayer; as we find it*here, differs from the record 
of .it there, and has fomething added to it. . 

1. That which is there exprefled by way of queftion: Js" 
this the manner of men, O Lord God ? is here an acknowledge- 
ment, Thou haft regarded me according to the eflate of a man of 
high degree. Thou ha{t made me a preat.man, and then treat- 
ed me accordingly. God, by the covenant-relations into which 
he admits believers, the titles he gives them, the favours he 
beftows on them, and the preparations he has made for them, 

‘regards them according to the eftate of men of high degree, 
though they are mean and vile. Having himfelf diftinguifhed 
‘them, he treats them as perfons of diftinétion, according to the 
quality he has been pleafed to put upon them. Some give 
‘thefe words here another reading, Thou haft looked upon me in 
‘the form of aman, who art in the highef the Lord God ; or, 
thou haft made me to fee according to the form of a man, the ma- 
Jey of the Lord God. And fo it points at the Mefliah ; for 
as Abraham, fo David faw his day, and was glad; faw it by 
faith; faw him in fa/bion as-a man, the word made flesh; and 
yet faw his glory as that of the only begotien of the Father. 
And this was it; that God fpake concerning his houfe, for a. 
great while to come, the forefight of which affected ‘him more 
than any thing. And let it not be thought ftrange, that Da- 
vid fhould {peak fo plainly of the two natures of Chrift, who in 
fpirit called him Lord, though he knew he was to: be his fon, 
Pfal. cx. 1. and forefaw him lower than the angels for a litle 

while, but afterwards crowned with glory and honour, Heb, . 
“Hl 657 

2. What can David fay more unto theesit is here. added, for 
the honour of thy fervant-? ver. 18. Note, The honour God 
puts upon his fervants, by taking them into covenant and com- 
munion with himfelf, is fo great, that-they need not, they can- 
not defire to be more highly honoured. Were they to fit - 
down and wifh, they could not fpeak more for their own ho- - 


“nour, than that the word of God has fpoken... 


3. It is very obfervable, that what in Samuel is faid to be - 
Jor thy word's fake, is here {aid to. be for thy fervant’s fake, 
ver. 18,. Jefus Chrift is both the word of God, Rev. xix. 13. 
and the fervant of God, If. xlit. 1. and it is for his fake, upon 
the {core of his mediation, that the promifes are both made, 
and made good to all believers ; it isin him, that they ate yea 
For -his fake it is done, for his fake it is made 


known; to him we owe all this greatnefs, from him. we are to 
“. seek + 


\ 
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expect all thefe great things ; they are the unfearchable riches 


of Chrifi, which, if by faith we fee in themfelves, and fee inthe | 


hand of the Lord Jefus, we cannot but magnify them as great 
things, the only true greatnefs, and fpeak honourably of them 
accordingly. 

4. In Samvel the Lord of holts is faid to be the God over 
Ifjael; here he is faid to be the God of Ifrael, even a God to 
Ifrael, ver. 24. _ His being the God of Ifrael, {peaks his ha- 
ving the name of their God, and fo calling himfelf; his being a 
God to Lfrael, {peaks his anfwering the name, his filling up the 
relation, and doing all that to them which might be expected 
from him, ‘There were thofe that were called gods of fuch 

“and fich nations, gods of Affyria and Egypt, gods of Hamad 
and Arpad; but they were nd gods to them, for they {tood 
them in no ftead at all, were mere cyphers, and nothing but a 

name: but the God of Ifrael is a God to Ifrael ; all his attri- 

-butes and _perfections redound to their real benefit and advan- 
‘tage: Happy therefore, thrice happy is the people whofe God is 
Jehovah; for he will be a’ God to them, a God all-fufficient. 

5. The clofing words in Samuel are, With thy bleffing let 
the houfe of thy fervant be blefed for ever. ‘That is the language 
of a holy defire. But the clofing words here are the language 
of a molt holy faith; for shou bleffeft, O Lord, and it fball be 
bleffed for ever, ver. 27. (1.) He is ‘therefore encouraged to 
beg a blefling, becaufe God had intimated to him, that he had 
bleffings in {tore for him and his family ; thou bleffef, O Lord, 

and therefore unto thee fhall all flefh come for a blefling: unto 
thee do I come for the blefling promifed to me. Promifes are 
‘4ntended to direct and excite prayer. Has God faid, J will 
blefss let our hearts anfwer, Lord, blefs me. (2.) He is 
therefore earneft for the blefling, becaufe thofe whom God 
pleffeth, are truly and eternally blefled. Thou bleffe/?, and it 
foall be blefed. Men can but beg the bleffing, it is God that 

commands it; what he defigns, he-effects ; what he promifeth, 

“he performs ; faying and doing are not two things with him. 
Nay, it,hall be bleffed for ever. His bleffings fhall not be re- 
-voked, cannot be oppofed, and the benefits conferred by them, 
‘are fach.as will furvive time and days. David’s prayer con- 
_eludes as God’s promife did, ver, 14. with that which is. for 
ever. God’s word looks at things eternal, and fo fhould our 


defires and hopes. 
piitev€, HA Pe VEE 
David's piety and bis prayer we had an account of in the 
- foregoing chapter ; bere follows immediately that which 
- ‘one might reafonably expel, an account of bis profperity; 
for they that feck firft the kingdom of God, and the righ- 
teoufne[s thereof, as David did, feall bave other things 
added to them, as far as God fees goad for them. Here 
is, 1. His profperity abroad. He conquered the Philt- 
| tines, ver. 1. the Moabites, ver. 2. the king of Zobabh, ver. 
"3, 4. the Syrians, ver. 5,—8. made the king of Hamath 
his tributary, ver. 9,—11. andthe Edomites, ver, 12, 13. 
LL. His profperity at home. His court and kingdom Jlour- 
ifhed, ver: 14,—17. All this we had an account of be- 
fore; 2 Sam. viil. . 
TOW after this, it came to pafs, that Da- 
vid {mote the Philiftines, and fubdued 
them, and took Gath and her towns out of the 
hand of the Philiftines. 


and brought gifts. 3 4 And David fmote Ha- 


darezer king of Zobah unto Hamath, as he | 


went to eftablifh his dominion by the river Eu- 


_pbrates. 4 And David took from him a thou-_ 
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garrifons in Syria-Damafcus, and the Syrians 


| (Plal. xx. 7.), he would not ufe them. - 


2 And he fmote Mo-~ 
ab; and the Moabites became David's fervants, 


rh 


fand chariots, and. feven thoufand horfemen, | 
and twenty. thoufand footmen: David alfo || 
houghed al! the chariot-hor/es, but referved of |) 
them an hundred chariots. 5 And when the 
Syrians of Damafcus came to help Hadarezer || 
king of Zobah, David flew of the Syrians two” | 
and twenty thoufand men. 6 Then David put | 


became David’s fervants, azd brought gifts.’ 
Thus the Lor preferved David whitherloever 
he went. 7 And David took the fhields of gold 
that were on the fervants of Hadarezer, and . 
brought them to Jerufalem. 8 Likewife from 
Tibhath, and from Chun, cities of Hadarezer, | 
brought David very much brafs, wherewith So- 
lomon made the brazen fea, and the pillars, and 
the veflels of brafs. Hee. | 


After this, it is faid, ver. 1. David did thofe great exploits. 5 
After the {weet communion he had had with God by the: | 
word and prayer in the foregoing chapter, he went on in his\ 
work with an extraordinary vigour and courage, conqueringy — 
and toconguer. Thus Jacob after his vilion, Lift up his feet 
Gen. xxix. I. ‘ ere 

We have taken a view of thefe viétories’ before, and fhall 
now only obferve, cai og dae a ae 

1. Thofe that have been long enemies to the Irae] of God, 
will be brought down at laft.. ‘The Philiftines had for feveral. | 
generations been vexatious to Ifrael, but now David Subdued 
them,ver. 1. Thus thall all oppofing rule, principality, and | 
power, be at the end of time put down by the Son of Dayid 
‘and the moft inveterate enemies fhall fall before him. ei 

2. Such is the uncertainty of this world, that, many times | 
‘men lofe their-wealth and power, then'when they think to con- 
firm it. Hadarezer was {mitten as he went to eftablifh his domi- 
non, Ver. Be | a Peso kt te eee 

3. 4 horfe is a vain thing for fafety, fo ‘David faid, Pfal.. 
XXxXiii. 17. and it feems he believed what he faid, for he ough- 
ed the chariot-horfes, ver. 4. being refolved not to truft to them, 


‘ 


4. The enemies of God’s church are oft made to ruin them-. 
{elves by helping one another, ver. 5. The Syrians of 
mafcus were {mitten when they came to help Hadareze 
When hand thus joins in hand, they fhall not only not £0 
punifhed, but thereby they fhall be gathered as the /beaves into” 
the fivor, Mic. iv. Rr, 12- od : ele ae i 

. The wealth of the finner fometimes proves to have been 
laid up for the zuf. The Syrians brought gifis, ver. 6.. Their 
thields of gold, and their brafs was brought to Jerufalem, ve 
7,8. As the tabernacle was built sf the fpoils of the E. 
tians, fo the temple of the fpoils of other Gentile nations. 
happy prefage of the intereft the Gentiles fhould have in 
gofpel-churchi. et. : = 8 Nae 


9 F Now when Tou king of Hamath ‘he: ¢ 

how David had {mitten all the hoft of Ha 
rezer, king of Zobah: 10 He fent Ha 
his fon to king David, to inquire of his v 
fare, and to congratulate him, becaufe he hi 
fought againft Hadarezer, and {mitten him 
(for Hadarezer had warred with Ton) and 
with him all manner of veflels of gold, an 


’ 


Byes’ and brafs. 11 @ Them alfo king David 
| dedicated unto the Lorp, with the filver and 


' the gold that he brought ’from all she/e nations; 
_ from Edom, and from Moab, and ‘from the 

children of Ammon, and from the Philiftines, 

and from Amalek, 12 Moreover, Abifhai the 

fon of Zeruiah flew of the Edomites in the val- 
dey of falt, eighteen thoufand: 13 4 And he 
"put garrifons in Edom; and all the: Edomites 
_ became David’s fervants. ‘Thus the Lorp pre- 
~ ferved David whitherfoever he went. 14 4 So 
~ David reigned: over all Ifrael, and executed 
_ judgment and juftice among all his people, 5 


3 


and Jehofhaphat the fon of Ahilud, recorder. 

16 And Zadok the fon of Ahitub, and Abimel- 
ech the fon of Abiathar, were the priefts, and 
‘Shautha was fcribe. 17 And Benaiah the fon 
_ of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites, and the 
Pelethites: and the fons of David were chief 
about the king. 9 — 


Here let us learn, 

. 4. That it is our intereft to make thofe our friends who have 
_ the prefence of God with them. The king of Hamath hear- 

ing of David’s great fuccefs, fent to congratulate him, and to 
_ court his favour with a noble prefent, ver. 9, 10. Itis in vain 
_ to contend with the fon of David: Kifs the fon, therefore, lef} 
“he be angry; \et the kings and judges of the earth, and all in- 
ferior people too, be thus wife, thus inftru@ed. ‘The prefents 
We are to bring him are not weffelr of gold and filver, as here, 
_ thofe fhall be welcome to him, who have no fuch prefents to 
vbring ; bat our hearts and. fincere affe&tions, our ownfelves, 
_ our wholefelves, we mutt prefent to him as living facrifices. 
_ 2. That what God bleffeth us with, we mult honour him 
with. The prefents of his friends, as well as the fpoils of his 
enemies, David dedicated unta the Lord, ver. 11. i. e. he laid 
them up towards the building and enriching of the temple.: 
That is moft truly and moft comfortably our own, which we 
“have coafecrated unto the Lord, and which we ufe for his glo- 
ry. Let our menchandife and our hire be holine/s to the Lord, 

Ha. xxiii. 18, . 3 
- 3. That thofe who take God along with them wherever 
“they go, may expeét to profper, and ‘be preferved wherever 
“they go. It was faid before, ver. 6. and here again, ver. 13, 


“that the Lord preferved David whitherfoever he went. Thofe 


“ave always under the eye of God, that have God always in 


their eye. 


4. God gives men power, not that they may look great 


with it, but that they may do good with it. When David: 
reigned over all Ifrael, he executed judgment and jujlice among 
all his people, and fo anfwered the end of his elevation. He 
vas not fo intent on his conquefts ‘abroad, as to negleét the 
dminiftration of juftice at home. Herein he ferved the pur- 
-pofes of the kingdom of providence, and of that God, who fits. 
aie throne judging right; and was.an eminent type of the 
efiah ; the /ceptre of whofe kingdom is a right /ceptre. 
* ’ i \ 
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his flory is bere repeated of David’s war with the Am-- 
_monites, and the Syrians their allies, and the victories he 
4 btained over them, which we read juft as it is here rela- 


¥ 
~, 


» 
a 


“4 


_ And Joab the fon of Zeruiah' was over the hoft,. 


‘and fent them away. 


_ fadors villanoufly. 
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ted, 2 Sam. x. Here s, 1. David's civility to the hing of 
Ammon, in fending an embaffy of condslence.to him on ce- 
cafion of his father’s death, ver.1, 2. Il. His great inci 
wlity to David, in the bafe ufage he gave to his ambajja- 
dors, ver. 3, 4. 
the war which broke out thereupon, in which the Ammon- 
ats did politically in bringing the Syrians to their offipance, 
ver. 6,7. Foab did bravely, ver. 8,—13, aud Ifraed 


was.once and again viGurious, yer. 14,—19. 
N OW it came to pafs after this, that Na- 
hafh the king of the children of Ammon 
died ; and his fon reigned in his ftead.. 2 And 
David faid, I will thew kindnefs unto Hanun 


the fon of Nahafh, becaufe his father fhewed ~ 


kindnefs to me. And Dayid fent meflengers 
to comfort him concerning his father: fo the 
fervants of David came into the land of the 
children of Ammon, to Hanun, to comfort him.. 
3 But the princes of the children of Ammou 
faid to Hanun, Thinkeft thou that David doth 
honour thy father, that he hath fent comforters: 
unto thee? are not his fervants come unto thee 
for to-fearch, and to overthrow, and to fpy. out 
the land? 4 Wherefore Hanun took David’s. 


- fervants, and fhaved them, and cut off their: 


garments.in the midft hard by their buttocks, 
5 Then there went cer- 
tain, and told David how the men were ferved;- 
and he fent to meet them (for the men. were 


greatly afhamed) and the king faid, Tarry at' 


Jericho until your beards be grown, and men: 


_ return, 


Let us here obferve,, . 
1. That it becomes good people.to be neighbourly, and e- 


{pecially to be grateful. David will pay refpe& to Hanun, _ 


becaufe he is his neighbour ; and religion teaches us to be civil’ 
and obliging to all, to honour all men; and to be ready to do 


_all offices of kindnefs. to thofe we live among: and d.ficrence 


in religion mult be no obftruétion to it. But befides this, Da- 
vid remembers the kindnefs which his father fhewed to him. . 
They that have received kindnefs, muft return it as they" have - 
ability and opportunity :: they that have received it from the 
parents, mu(ft return it.to the childrea, whem they are gone. 

2: That, as faith the proverb of the ancients, Wickedne/s » 
proceedeth from the wicked, .1 Sam. xxiy. 13. The vile perfon 
will {peak -villany, and the inftruments of the churl will be evil, 


to defiroy thofe with lying words that Jpeak. right,. Via. xxxi. 


‘6, 7-.. They that are ill, and defign ill themfelves, are apt to 


be jealous, and to fufpect il of others without caufe. Hanun’s - 
-fervants fuggefted that David’s ambafladors came as: fpies; 2s~ - 


if fo great and mighty a man as David needed to do io mean 
a. thing... lf he had any defign upon the. Ammonites, he 


could effect it by open force, and had no occafion for any 


fraudulent practices; or, as if a man of fuch virtue and honour 
would do fo ill a thing. Yet Hanun. hearkened to the fug- 
geftion, and, againft the law of nations, treated Dayid’s ambaf- 

3. Mafters ought to proteé their. fervants, and. with: the 
greateft tendernefs to concern themfelves for them, if they 
come by any lofs or damage in their feryice. David did fo . 


for 


Til. David’s juft refentment of i', and . 
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For his ambaffadors, ver. 5. Chrift will do fo for his mini-— 
{ters; and Jet all matters thus give unto their fervants that which 
ts juft and equal. 


6 § And when the children of Ammon faw 
that they had made themfelves odious to Da- 
vid, Hanun and the children of Ammon fent a 
thoufand talents of filver to hire them chariots 
and horfemen out of Mefopotamia, and out of 
Syria-maachah, and out of Zobah. 7 So they 
hired thirty and two thoufand chariots, and 
the king of Maacha and his people, who came 
and pitched before Medeba. And the children 
of Ammon gathered themfelves together from 
their cities, and came to battle. 8 And when 
David heard. of it, he fent Joab, and all the hoft 
of the mighty men. g And the children of 
Ammon came out, and put the battle in array 
before the gate, of the city ; and the kings that 
were come were by themfelves- in the field. 
10 Now when Joab faw that the battle was fet 
againft him, before and behind, he chofe out of 
all the choice of Ifrael, and put them in array 
againft the Syrians. 11 And the reft of the 
people he delivered into the hand of Abifhai - 
his brother, and they fet them/e/ves im array a- 
gainft the children of Ammon. 12 And he 
{aid, If the Syrians be too ftrong for me, then 
thou fhalt help me : but if the children of Am- 
mon be too ftrong for thee, then I will help. 
thee. 13 Be of good courage, and let us be- 
have ourtelves valiantly for our people, and for 
the cities “of our God; and let the Lorp do 
that which is good in his fight. 14 So Joab 
and the people that were with him, drew nigh 
before the Syrians, unto the battle ; and they 
fled before him. . 15 And when the children 
‘Ammon faw that the Syrians were fled, they 
likewife fled before Abifhai his brother, and 
entered into the city. ‘Then Joab came to Je- 
- gufalem. 16 § And when the Syrians faw 
that they were put to the worfe before Ifrael, 
they fent meffengers, and drew forth the Syri- 
ans that were beyond the river: and Shophach 
the captain of the hoft of Hadarezer, went be- 
fore them. 17 And.it was told David, and he 
gathered all Ifrael, and pafled over Jordan, and 
came upon them, and fet the batt/e in array a-, 
-gainft them: fo when David had put the battle 
in array againft the Syrians, they fought with 
him. 18 But the Syrians fled before Ifrael, 
and David flew of the Syrians feven thoufand 
men, which fought in chariots, and. forty thou- 
fand footmen, and killed Shophach the captain 
of the hoft. 19 And when the feryants of Ha- 
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| off their allegiance with the Ammonites, and would help them: 


ae Chap. XX. 


darezer {aw that they were put to the worfle be- 
fore Ifrael, they made peace with David, and — 
became his fervants :-neither would the Syrians |, 
help the children of Ammon any more. 


We may fee here, ; 

1. How the hearts of finners that are marked for tuin, are || 
oftentimes hardened to their deftruétion.. The children of 
Ammon faw that they bad made themfelves odious to David, 
yer. 6. and then it had been their wifdom to have defired con- 
ditions of peace, to have humbled themfelves, and offered any 
fatisfaction for the injury they had done him; the rather, be- 
caufe they had made themfelves not only odious to David, but 
obnoxious to the juttice of God, who is King of nations, and 
will affert the injured rights, and maintain the violated laws of 
nations: But inftead of this they prepared for war, and fo 

gbrought upon themfelves, by David’s hand, thofe defolations — 
‘which he never intended them. Perera: {|| 

_ 2, How the courage of brave men is heightened and invigo- | 
rated by difficulties. When Joab faw that the battle was fet 
apainft him before and behind, ver. 10. inftead of meditating 
a retreat, he doubled his refolution ; and though he could not» | 
double, he divided his army, and not only fpoke, but, aéted | 
like a gallant man, that had a great prefence of mind when he | 
{aw himfelf farrounded. He engaged with his brother for 2 

mutual affiftance, ver. 12. excited himfelf, and the reft of the — 
officers, to at vigoroufly in their refpective pofts, with an eye — 
to God’s glory, and their country’s good, not to any honour 
and advantage of their own ; and then left the iffue to God : 
Let the Lord do that which is right in his fight. 

3. How vain the greateft art and ftrength is again{t juftice 
and equity. ‘The Ammonites played their cards as well as | 
men could poftibly do, brought as good a force into the field, | 
and difpofed it with as mach policy 5 yet having a bad caufe, | 


i] 


hee 


and a@ing in defence of wrong, it would not do 3 they were _ 
4. To how little purpofe it is for thofe to rally again, and — 
reinforce themfelves, that have not God on their fide. The | 
but ferving only as mercenaries to the Ammonites, when they i 
“were beaten, thought themfelves concerned to retrieve their ho- | 
the other fide Euprates: but to no purpofe, ftill they fed de- | 
fore Tfrael, ver. 18.3 they loft feven thoufand men, who are — 
For as now in a man of war for fea-fervice, they allot ten 
men to a gun; fo then in land-fervice, ten men to a chariot. AY 
them, and have found that they meddled to their own hurt, do 

well to learn wit at length, and meddle no further. The Sy- 


put to the worft. Right will prevail, and triumph at laft. 
Syrians, though no way concerned in the merits of the caufe, 
nour; and therefore called in the affiftance of the Syrians on 
{aid to be the men of feven hundred chariots, 2 Sam. x. 18. _ 
5» Thofe that have meddled with Srrife that belongs not to. 
rians finding that Ifrael was the conquering fide, not only brok 


no more, ver. 19. but made peace with David and became his 
Servants. Let thofe that have in vain ftood it out again{t God, 
be thus wife for themfelves, and agree with him quickly while 
they are in the way. Let them become his fervants ; for the} 

~ cannot but fee themfelves undone, if they be-his enemies. 
A : cs ne ; sh et ae 

| CH AP XK: ion tjee 
Here is a repetition of the fory of David's wars, 1. With ihe 
Ammonites, cand the taking of Rabbah, ver. 15—3- Ue 
With the giants of the Philiflines, ver. 4—8. ges 
Ao it came to pafs, that after the ye 
(% was expired, at the time that kings g 
out to battle, Joab led forth the power of tl 


army, and waited the country of the children 
of Ammon, and came and befieged Rabbah, 
(but David tarried at Jerufalem) and Joab 
_ dmote-Rabbah, anddeftroyed it. 2 And David 
_ took the crown of their king from off his head, 
and found it to weigh a talent of gold, and 
there were precious ftones in it, and it was fet u- 
-pon David’s head; and he brought alfo exceed- 
ing much fpoil out of the city. 3 And he 
___ brought out the people that were in it: and cut 
_ them with faws, and with harrows of iron, and 
with axes: even fo dealt David with all the ci- 
_ ties of the children of Ammon. And David 
~~ and all the people returned to Jerufalem. 


“+ 


_ How the army of the Ammonites, and their allies, was 

_ fouted in the field, we read in the foregoing chapters. Here 
~ we have the deftruction of Rabbah, the metropolis of their 
kingdom, ver. 1.; the putting of their king’s crown upon Da- 
vid’s head, ver. 2.; and the great feverity that was ufed towards 

the people, ver. 3. This we had a more full account of, 2 

| Sam. xi. and xii.; and cannot but remember by this fad token, 


_ that while Joab was befieging Rabbah, David fell into that. 


great fin, in the matter of Uriah. 


Butt is obfervable, that though the reft of the {tory be re- | 


peated, that is not; but only a hint given of it in thofe words, 
__ which lie here in a parenthefis, (But David tarried at Ferufa- 
dem). If he had been abroad with his army, he had been. out 
_ of the way of that temptation ; but indulging his eafe he fell 
~ into uncleannefs. Now, as the relating of that fin David fell 
into is an inftance of the impartiality and fidelity of the facred 
-writers ; fo the avoiding of the repetition of it here, when there 
‘was a fair occafion given to fpeak of it again, is defigned to 
_ teach us that though there may be a juft occafion to {peak of 
_ the faults and mifcarriages of others, yet we fhould not take 
delight in the repetition of them. That fhould always be look- 
___ ed upon as an unpleafing fubje@t, which though fometimes one 
_ cannot help falling upon, yet one would not chufe to dwell up- 
_ on, nor love to rake ina dunghill. Thofe perfons or actions 
awe can fay no good of,. we had beft fay nothing of. 


4 And it came to pafs after this, that there 


_ -arofe war at Gezer with the Philiftines, at which | 


time Sibbechai the Huthathite flew Sippai that 
was of the children of the giant, and they were 
_fubdued. 5 And there was war again with the 
 Philiftines, and Elhanan the fon of Jair, flew 
~ Lachmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, whofe 
fpear-ftaff wos like a weaver’s beam. 6 And yet 
again there was war at Gath, where was a man 
of great ftature, whofe fingers and toes were 
_ four and twenty, fix on each band, and fix on 
_€ach foot: and he alfo was the fon of the giant. 
_ 7 But when he defied Ifrael; Jonathan the fon 
_ of Shimea, David’s brother flew him. 8 Thefe 
_ were born unto the giant at Gath; and they fell 
_ by the hand of David, and by the hand of his 
fervants. . : ede wa, : 


ay 
* 


4 Vou. If. mt 
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The Philiftines Were pretty well. fubdued, chap. xviii. 1. ; 
but as it was in the deftruétion of the Canaanites by Jofhua, 


‘ becaufe they had God on their fide, 


the fons of Anak were lait fubdued, Joth. xi. 21 pfo here in 
the conqueft of the Philiftines, the giants of Gath were lait 
brought down. In the confli@s between grace and corrpp- 
tion, there are fome fins, like thefe giants, keep their ground 
a great while, and are not maftered without much dificylty, 
and long ftruggle: but judgment will be brought forth into yic- 
tory at laft. : : 
Obferve, 1. We never read of giants among the Ifraélites, 
as we do of giants.among the Philiftines ; the giants of Gath, 
but not giants of Jerufalem. The: growth of God’s plants is 
in ufefulnefs, not in bulk. They that covet to have cubits ad- 
ded to their flature, do not confider that it will but make them 
more unwieldy. In the balance of the fanQuary, David far 
outweighs Goliath. 
2. The fervants of David, though men of ordinary ftature, 
were quite too hard for the giants of Gath, in every encounter ; 
who takes pleafure in 
abafing the lofty looks, and mortifying the giants that are in 
the earth; as he did of old by the deluge, though they were 
men of renown. Never let the church’s friends be difheart- 
ened by the power and pride of the church’s enemies. We 
need not fear great men again{t us, while we have ‘the ‘great 
God for us. What will a finger more on each hand do, or a 
to€é more on each foot, in conteft with Onanipotence ? 


3- Thefe giants defied J/rael, ver. 7. and were thus made to 


_pay for their infolence. None are more vifibly marked for 


ruin, than thofe that reproach God and his Ifrael. God will 
do great things, rather than fuffer the enemy to dchave them- 
Selves proudly, Deut. xxxii. 27. As David’s vitories, fo thofe 
of the Son of David are gradual... We fee not ‘yet all things put 


under him ; but it will be feen fhortly: and death itfelf, the 


laft enemy, like thefe giants, triumphed over. 


Co AYP -XRE 


4s this rebearfal makes no mention of David's fin in the mate 
ter of Uriah, fo neither of the troubles of his Samily that. . 
Sollawed upon it ; not a word of Abfalon’s rebellion, or . 
( Sheba’s. But David's fin, in numbering the people, ts here 


related, becaufe in the atonement made Sor that fin, an ins 


timation was given of the fpot of ground on which the - 


temple foould be built, Here is, I. David's fin in forcing 
Joab to number the people, ver. 1,—4. 
vow far what he had done, 


Sulnefs of it, ver. 5,—8. III. The fad dilemma (ir, tri- 
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IL. David's far- 
as {con as he perceived the fin- — 


we 


‘lemma rather ) he was brought to, when it was put to him -, 


to chufe bow be would be puni/hed for this fin, and what 
rod he would be beaten with, ver. 9.—13. IV. Ti e190. 
ful bavock which was made by the pefiilence in the country, 
and the narrow efcape which Ferufalem bad of being laid 


waste by tt, ver. 14,—16. WV. David's repentance, and © 


Sacrifice upon this oceafion, and the Slaying of the plague 
thereupon, ver. 18,—30. 
with, and meditated upon, 2 Sam. xxiv. 


ND Satan ftood up againft Mrael and pro- f 


\ voked David to nimber Ifrael. 2 And 
David faid to Joab, and to the rylers of the 
people, Go, number Ifrael, from Beerfheba e- 
ven to Dan; and bring the ‘number of them. 
tome, that ] may know 7. 3 And Joab an 
{wered, The Lorp make his people an hun- 
dred times fo many more:as they de: but, my. 
lord the king, are they not all my lord’s fer- 
vants? why then doth my lord require this 

. 48 _ thing? 


This awful ftory we have met > 


dt thore of contradiétion, and therefore more of offenceto God, 


Ggo 


thing ?» why will he be a caufe of trefpafs to If 
rael? 4 Neverthelefs the king’s words prevail- 
ed againft Joab : wherefore Joab departed and 
went throughout all Ifrael, and came to Jeru-— 
falem, 5 And Joab gave the fum of the num- 
Ler of the people unto David. And all they of 
Ifrael wete a thoufand thoufand and an hun- 
dred thoufand men that drew fword: and Ju- 
dah was four hundred threefcore and ten thou- 
fand men that drew fword. -6 But Levi and 
Benjamin counted he not among them: for the 
king’s word was abominable to Joab. 


Numbering the people, one would think, was no ill thing. 
Why fhould ‘not the fhepherd know the count of his flock ? 
But God fees not as man fees. It is plain it was ill done of 
David to do it, and a great provocation to’ God ; becaufe he 
did it in the pride of his heart : and there is no fin that has in 


than pride. ‘The fin was David’s, he alone muft bear the 
blame of it: But here we are told, 

1. How aétive the tempter was in it: ver. 1. Satan frood 
up againft Lrael, and provoked David to do it. It is faid, 
2 Sam/xxiv. 1. that the-anger of the Lord was kindled againft 
Hrael, and he moved David to do it. The righteous judg- 
ments of God are 'to’be obferved and acknowledged even inthe © 
fins and unrighteoufnefs of men. ‘Weare fure God is notthe 
author of fin, he tempts no man; and therefore when it is faid 
he moved David to do it, it muft be ‘explained by this here, — 
that, for wife and holy ends, he permitted the devil to do it. 
Here we trace this foul ftream to its fountain. (1.) “Phat — 

~ Satan, the enemy of God and all good, fhould /land up againft 
Sfrael; is not {trange. It is what he aims at, to weaken the | 
ftrength, diminifh the numbers, and eclipfe the glory of God’s 
Ifrael’; to whom he is a Satan, a fworn adverfary. But, (2.) 
"That he fhould influence David, the man after God’s own | 
heart, to do an ill thing, may well be wondered at. One 
would think him-one of thofe whom the wicked one toucheth — 
not. No-even the beft faints, till they come to heaven, mutt. 
never think themfelves out of the reach ‘of Satan’s tempta- | 
~ trons. i 

Now, when Satan meant to do Ifrael mifchief,; what courfe © 
did he take? He did not move God againft them to deftroy 
them, as he did againft Job, chap. ii. 3.; but he provoked _ 


‘David,’ the beft friend they had, tommumber them, and fo to — 


offend God, and fet him againit them. ‘Note, (1-) The de- 


vil doth us more mifchief by tempting us to fin againft our — 
God, than he doth by accufing us before our God. Hede- | 
ftroys nove bat by their own hands. (2.) The greateft Spite 
‘he can-do to the church of God, is-to tempt the rulers of the . 
church to pride ; for none can conceive the fatal confequence 
of that fin in all, efpecially in church-rulers. Ye Shall not be 


fo, Luke xxii. 26. 
2. How pafhive the inftrument was. 


‘able. 
a needlefs thing, there was no oceafion at all for it. God had | 


‘ptomifed to multiply them, and he needed not queftion the ac- 
‘compliftiment'of that promife ; they were all bis fervants, and 
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Joab was the perfon | 
employed, an aétive man in public bufinefs ; but’ to this he was — 
‘perteétly forced, and did it with the greateft reluctancy imagin- — 


aff, He put in a remonftrance againft it before he began it. 

No man more forward than he in any thing that really tended — 
to the honour of the king, or the welfare of the kingdom ; but 
~ ap this matter be would gladly be excufed. For, (1.} It was | 
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he needed not doubt of their loyalty and affection to Ware ‘Their 


number was as much his ftrength as he could defire, (2.) It | 


was a dangerous thing. In doing it, he might be a caufe of 
trefpafs to Ifrael, and might provoke God againft them. This 
Joab apprehended, and yet David himfelf did not. The moft |, 


- earned in the laws of God, are not always the moft quick- 


fighted in the application of thofe laws. 

2dly, He was quite weary of it before he had done it; for 
the king’? word was abominable to Foab, ver. 6. Time was, - 
when whatever king David did, pleafed all the people, 2 Sam. 
iii. 36. But now there was a general difguit of thefe orders, 
which confirmed Joab in his diflike of them, fo that though the 
produce of this mufter was really very great, yet he had no heart 
to perfect it, but left two tribes unnumbered, ver. 5, 6. two 
confiderable ones, Levi and Benjamin: and, perhaps, was not 
very exact in numbering the reft, becaufe he did not do it with 
any pleafure ; which might be one occafion of the difference ~ 
between-the fums here and 2 Sam. xxiv. 9. 4 

4 And God was difpleafed with this thing, 
therefore he fmote Ifrael. § And David faid | 
unto God, I have finned greatly, becaufe 1 have 
done this thing: but now, I befeech thee, do 
away the iniquity of thy fervant, for I have — 
done very foolithly. 9 {| And the Lorn fpake _ 
unto Gad, David’s feer, faying. 10 Go and tel 
David, faying, Thus faith the Lorn, I offer thee 


three things, chufe the one of them, that I may 


do it unto thee. 11 So Gad came to David, 
and {aid unto him, Thus faith the f.orp, Chufe | 
thee, 12 Either three years famine, or three | 
months to be deftroyed before thy foes (while 
that the {word of thine enemies overtaketh thee) 
or elfe three days the {word of the Lorp, even — 
the peftilence in the land, and the angel of the — 
Lorn deftroying ‘throughout all the coafts of If 
rael > now therefore advife thyfelf, what word I 
fhall bring again to him that fent me. 13 And 
David faid unto Gad, J am in‘a great ftrait: let 
me fall now into the hand of the Lorn; (for 
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- 2, How he bore the correétion. 


__- Knew he was angry with him, and did not entertain any ill 


- 
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evil indeed ; but as for thefe fheep, what have 

they done? let thine hand,1 pray thee, O Lorn 
my God, be on me, and on my father’s houfe, 
but not on thy people that they fhould be 
plagued. 


_- David is here under the rod for numbering the people ; 
that rod of correétion, which drives out the foolifhnefs that is 
bound up in the heart, the foolithnefs of pride. Let us briefly 
obferve, BF 4 

1. How he was correéted. If God’s deareft children do. 
amifs, they muft expeét to fmart for it. 
' aff, be is given to underftand, that God is difpleafed 5; and 

that is no fmall uneafinefs to fo good a man as David, ver. 7. 

God takes notice of, and is difpleafed with the fins of his 
people ; and no fin’ more difpleafing to him than pride of heart. 
Nor is any thing more humbling, and grieving, and mortifying 

to a gracious foul, than to fee itfelf under God’s difpleafure. 

~‘- gdly, He is put to his choice, whether he will be punifhed 
by war, famine, or peftilence ; for punifhed he muft be, and by 
one of thefe.. Thus, for his further humiliation, he is put in- 
to a ftrait, a great ftrait ; and has the terror of all the three 
judgments impreffed upon his mind, no doubt, to his great 
amazement, while he is confidering which he fhell chufe. 
gdly, He hears of feventy thoufand of his fabjects, who, in 
- a few hours, were {truck dead by the peftilence, ver. 14. He 
was proud of the multitude of his people, but divine juttice 
took a courfe to make them fewer. Juftly is that taken from 
us, weakened or imbittered to us, which we aré proud of. Da- 
~ vid muft have the people numbered : Bring me the number of 
them, faith he, that J may know it. But now God numbers 
them after another manner, numbers to the fword, Ia. Ixv. 12. 
And David had another number of them brought, more to his 
. confufion than that was to his fatisfaction, wx. the number of 
the flain: A black bill of mortality, which is a drawback to 
his mufter-roll. 
qthly, He fees the deftroying angel, with his {word drawn 
apainft Jerufalem, ver. 16. ‘This could not but be very terrible 
to him, as it is a vifible indication of the anger of Heaven, and 
threatened the utter deftruction of that beloved city. Pefti- 
ences make the greateft devaftations in the moft populous pla- 
ces. The fight of an angel, though coming peaceably, and on 
a friendly errand, has made even mighty men to tremble ; how 
dreadful then muft this fight be, of an angel with a drawn 
{word in his hand, a flaming fword, like that of the cherubim, 
which turned every way to keep the way of the tree of life? 
While we lie under the wrath of God, the holy angels are 
~ armed againft us, though we fee them not as David did. 


1, He made a very penitent.conféffion of his fin, and pray- 
ee earneftly for the pardon of it, ver. 8. Now he owns he 
~ had finned, had finned greatly, had done foolifhly, very foolifh- 

ly; begs, that, however, he might be corrected for it, and the 
~ iniquity of it might be done away. a 
~ adly, He accepted the punishment of his iniquity, let thy 
hand be on me and on my father’s houfe. 1 fabmit to the rod, 
only let me be the fufferer, for I am the finner; mine is the 
~~ gttilty head at which the fword fhould be pointed. 
dlp, He caft himfelf upon the mercy of God, though he 


thoughts of him. However it be, Let us fall into the hands of 


| the Lord, for his mercies are great, ver. 13. Good men, even 


- when God frowns upon them, 
flay me, yet will IT truft in bim. ; 
_ ~ “qthly, He expreffed a very tender concern for the people, 


think well of him: Though he 
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and it went to his heart to fee them plagued for his tranfgref 
fion: Thefe (beep, what have they done ? 

18 § Then the angel of the Lokp command- 
ed Gad to fay to David, that David fhould go 
up and fet up an altar unto the Lorp, in the 
threfhing-floor of Ornan the Jebufite. ig Ant 
David went up at the faying of Gad, which’he 
fpake in the name of the Lorp. 20 And Or- 
nan turned back, and faw the angel ; and his 
four fons with him hid themfelves. Now Or- 
nan was threfhing wheat. 21 And as David 
came to Ornan, Ornan looked and faw David, 
and went out of the threfhing- floor, and bowed 
himfelf to David with his face to the ground. 
22 Then David faid to Ornan, Grant me the 
place of this threfhing-floor, that 1 may build 
an altar-therein unto the Lorn: thou fhall grant 
it me for the full price, that the plague may be 
ftayed from the people. 23 And Ornan faid 
unto David, Take it to thee, and let my lord 
the king do that which is good in his eyes: lo, 
I give thee the oxen alo for burnt-offerings, 
and the threfhing-inftruments for wood, and 
the wheat for the meat-offering ;~I give it all. 
24 And king David faid to Ornan, Nay, but I 
will verily buy it for the full price: for I will 
not take ¢bat which 7s thine for the Lorn, nor 
offer burnt-offerings without: coft. .25 So Da- 
vid gave to Ornan for the place, fix’ hundred 
fhekels of gold by weight. 26 And David 
built there an altar unto the Lorn, and offered. 
burnt-offerings, and peace-oflerings, and called 
upon the Lorp; and he anfwered him frony 
heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt-offering. 
27 And the Lory commanded the angel, and 
he put up his {word again into the fheath there- 
of. 28 F At that time, when David faw that 
the Lorp had anfwered him in the threfhing- 
floor of Ornan the Jebufite, then he facrificed 
there. 209 (For the tabernacle of the Lorn, 
which Mofes made in the wildernefs, and the 
altar of the burnt-offering, were at that feafon 
in the high place at Gibeon. 30 But David 
could not go before it to inquire of God; for — 
he was afraid, becawfe of the fword of the angel 
of the Lorp. 

We have here the controverfy taken up, and upon David’s 
repentance his peace made with God. Though thou waft an- 


gry with me, thine anger ts turned away. 
1. A ftop was put to the progrefs of the execution, ver. I 5. 


“When David repented him of the fin, God repented him of 


the judgment, and ordered the deftroying angel to fray his hand, 
and /heath his fword, ver. 27. . 
2. Direétion was given to David to rear an altar in the 
threfhing-floor of Ornao, ver. 18. ‘The angel commanded the 
prophet Gad, to bring David this direction. The fame angel 
48a ; "that 
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that had in God’s name carried on the war, is here forward to 
fet on foot the treaty of peace, for angels do not defire the 
woful day. ‘The angel could have given this order to David 
himfelf; but he chofe to do it by his feer, that. he might put 
an honour upon the prophetical office. ~ ‘Thus the revelation of 
Jefus Chrift was notified by the angel to John, and by him to 
the churches. The commanding of David to build an altar, 
was a bleffed ‘token of reconciliation ; for if God had_ been 
pleafed to kill him, he would not have ‘appointed, becaufe he 
would not have accepted, a facrifice at his hands. 

3. David prefently made a bargain with Ornan for the 
threfhing-floor ; for he would not ferve God at other people’s 
charge. Ornan generoufly offered it him gratis, not only in 

~ complaifance to the king, but becaufe he had himfelf Seen the 
angel, ver. 20. which put him into fuch a fright, that he and 
his four fons hid themfelves, as unable to bear the brightnefs of 
his glory, and afraid of his drawn fword. Under thefe appre- 
henfions, he was-willing to do any thing towards making the 
atonement. ‘Thofe that are duly fenfible of the terrors of the 

Lord, will do all they can in their places to promote religion, 
and all the methods of reconciliation for the turning away of 
God’s wrath. ss : 

_ 4+ God teftified his acceptance of David’s offerings. on this 
altar: he an/wered him from heaven by Jire, ver. 26. To fig- 
nify that God’s anger was turned away from him, 'the fire that 
might juftly have faftened upon the finner, faftened upon the 
facrifice, and confumed that ; and upon this, the deftroying 
fword was returned into its’ fheath. Thus Chrift was made 
fin, and a curfe for us, and it pleafed the Lord to bruife him, 
that through him God might be to us, not a confuming fire, 
but a reconciled father. 

5- He continued to offer his facrifices upon this altar. The 

brazen altar which Mofes made was at Gibeon, ver. 29. and 
there all the facrifices of Ifrael were offered: but David was 
fo frightened with the fight of the fword of ‘the angel, that he 
could not go thither, ver. 30. The bufinefs required hatte, 
when the plague was begun. Aaron"muft go quickly, nay, he 
muft run to make atonement, Numb. xvi. 46,47. And the 
cafe here was no lefs urgent ; fo that David had not time to 
go to Gibeon: nor durft he leave the angel, with his fword 
drawn over Jerufalem, left the fatal ftroke fhould be given be- 
fore he came: back. And therefore God, in tendernefs to 
him, bid him build an altar in that place, difpenfing with his 
own law concerning one altar, becaufe of the prefent diftrefs,’_ 
and accepting the facrifices offered on this new altar, which 
was not fet up in any oppofition to that, but in concurrence 
with it. The fymbols of unity were not fo much infifted on 
as unity itfelf, Nay, when the prefent diftrefs was over, (as 
it fhould feem,) David, as long as he lived, facrificed there, 
though the altar at Gibeon was ftill kept up; for God had 
owned the facrifices that were here offered, and had teftified 
his acceptance of them, ver. 28. On thofe adminiftrations 
where we have experienced the tokens of God’s prefence, and 
have found that he is with us of a truth, it is good to continue 
our attendance. Flere God has gracioufly met me, and there- 
fore I will ftill expect to meet with him. 


: athe Gok Aoi XK KTP: 
Out of the eater comes forth meat. Jt wap upon occafion of 
that terrible judgment, inflied on Lfrael for the fin of Da- 
utd, that God gave intimation of the Jetting up of another 
altar, and of the place where he would have the temple to 
be built, upon. which David was excited with great vigour 
10 make preparation for the great work ; wherein, though 
be had long fince defigned it, tt Should feem he was of late. 
grown remifs, till awakened by the alarm 
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The tokens of God's favour he received, afier thofe of. bis. 4 
dfpleafure, I. Diredled tim to the place, ver. T. II. En . 
couraged and quickened him to the work. (1.) He fet bitte 
felf to prepare for the building, ver. 2,— 5. . (2.) He tine 
Siruded Solomon, and gave him a charge concerning tbigcoke | 
work, ver.6—16. (3.) He commanded the princes 10 \— 
offift him tn tt, ver. 17,—19. There. is a great deal of 4) 
afference between the frame of David’s fpirit in the be- 234i 
ginning cf the former chapter, and in thé beginning of this... ||) 
There, in the pride of his. heart, he was numbering the |) 
people; here, in his humility, preparing for the fervice of, 
God. There corruption was uppermoft ; but the well of a) 
ving water in the foul, though it may be muddied, will. oy ; | 
work itfelf clear again 3. grace here has recovered the 
upper hand, 3 epitipeas hk aaae 
“YP HEN David faid, This is the houfe of the 
Lorn God, and this zs the altar of the “| 
. burnt-offering for Hfrael.. 2 And David com-. — 
manded to gather together the ftrangers that 3 
. were in the land of Irael; and he fet mafons ~ | 
to hew wrought ftones to build the houfe ot os 
God. 3 And David prepared ironin abundance 
for the nails for the doors of the gates, and fora 
the joinings; and brafs in abundance without 
weight; 4 Alfo cedar trees in abundance: fori * 
the Zidonians, and they of Tyre, brought much __ 
cedar-wood to David. 5 And David faid, So. 
lomon my fon is young and tender, and the-— ’ 
houfe that is to be builded for the Lorp muft be: 
exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory: 
throughout all countries ; I will therefore now 
make preparation for it. So David prepared. — | 
_,abundantly-before his déath. 4 2-> 22 Seteeemea 


Ghee 


| 


choofe the ground, for all the earth is his; and this is’ the. 
ground he makes choice of; ground that had pertained to a. 
Jebulite, and, perhaps, there was not a {pot of ground befides, | 
in or about Jerufalem that.did fo; a happy prefage of the fet-. 
ting up of the gofpel-temple among the Gentiles. See Ads — 
xv. 16, 17. The ground was a threfhing-Aloor ; for the church - 
of the living God is his floor, his threfhing, and the corn of 
his floor, Ma. xxi. 10. Chrift’s fan is in his hand thoroughly — 
to purge his floor. This is to be the houfe, becaufe this is the 
altar: the temple was built for the fake of the altar : there 
were altars long before there were temples. te are 
2. Preparations made for that building. David muft 
~ build it, but he would do all he could towards it; he prepared 
abundantly before his death, ver. 5. It intimates, that the con- 4 
fideration of his age and growing infirmities, which fhewed 
him his death approaching, quickened him towards his latter ~ 
end, to be very diligent in making this Preparation. What 
_our hands find to do for God, and our fouls, and our genera, 
tion, let us do it with all our might, before our death, becaufe 


after death there is no device nor working. 
Now. we are here told, 2 eet Hag ik WEE): 
rf, What induced him to make fuch preparation. | 
“things he confidered. (1.) That Solomon was young an 
tender, and not likely to. apply himfelf with any grea vigour * 
ig! : ieee i SS o 
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~ a-going, he would be in danger of lofing a great deal of time 
» at firft, the rather, becanfe being young, he would be tempted 
+ to put it off; whereas, if he found the materials got ready to 
his hand, the moft difficult part of the work would be over, 

and it would excite and encourage him to go about it in the 
_ beginning of his reign. Note,"Thofe that. are aged and ex- 

perienced, ‘fhould confider thofe that are young and tender, 
~ and provide them what help they can, that they may make the 
__ work of God as eafy to them as pofible. (2.) That the houfe 
mult be exceeding Magnificent, very ftately and {umptuous, 
~ ftrong and beautiful, every thing about it the beft im its kind ; 


- 
_ te this bufinefs at firft; fo that unlefs he found the wheels fet 


_ and good reafon, becanfe it was intended for the honour of the , 


© great God, the Lord of the whole earth, and was to be a type 


~ of Chrift, in whom all fullnefs dwells, and in whom are hid all. 


~ treafures. ‘Men were then to be taught by fenfible methods, 
_and the grandeur of the houfe, would help to affe& the wor- 
fhippers with a holy awe and reverence of God, and would in- 
* vite ftrangers to come to {ee it, as the wonder of the world, 
who thereby would be brought acquainted with the true God ; 
therefore it is here defigned to be of fame and glory through- 
_ Out all countries. David foretold this good effect of its. being 
" magnificent, Pfal. Ixviii. 29. Becaufe of thy temple at Ferufa- 
lem, foall kings bring prefents unto thee. 
2dly, What preparation he, made : In general he. prepared 
abundantly, as we fhall find afterwards 3 cedar and ftones, iron 
and brafs are here inftanced ‘in ver. 2; 3, 4. Cedar he had 
~ from the T ysians and the Zidonians 3 The daughter of Tyre foall 
be there with a gift, Pfal. xlvy. 12.. He alfo got workmen to- 
gether, the f{trangers that were in the land of Iracl.. Some 


- think becanfe they were generally better artifts, and more inge- | 


» nious in mannal operations than the Ifraelites; or rather, be- 
_caufe he would not employ the free-born Ifraelites in any thing 
that looked mean and fervile. They were delivered from the 
bondage of making bricks in Egypt, and muft not return to 
~hew ftone. Thefe {trangers- were profelytes to the Jewifh re- 
igion, who, though not enflaved, yet were not of equal dignity 
with Ifraelites, . < 


_ 6 Then he called for Solomon his fon; and 
charged him to. build an houfe for the Lorp 
God of Ifrael. 7 And David faid to Solomon, 
My fon, as for me, it was.in my mind.to build 
an houfe unto the name of the Lorp. my.God: 
8 But the word of the Lory came to me,, fay- 
ing, Thou hatt fhed. blood abundantly, and haft 
made great wars: thou {halt not build an houfe 
‘unto my name, becaufe thou haft fhed much 
blood upon the earth in my fight. g Behold, 
a fon fhall be born.to theé who fhall be a.man 
of reft, and I will give him reft from all his e- 
uemies round about : for his name fhall be So- 


Jomon, and. Iwill give peace and quietnefs un- | 


to Ifrael in his days. 10 He fhall build an 
houfe for my name, and he fhall be my fon, and 
1 will be his father, and I will eftablith the 
throne of his kingdom over Ifrael for ever. 11 
Now, my fon, the Lorn be with thee, and pro- 
{per thou, and build the houfe of the Loap thy 
God, ashe hath faid.of thee. 12 Only the Lorp 
give thee wifdom and underitanding, and give 
ee 
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thee charge concerning Ifrael, that thou mayeft 
keep the law of the Lor thy God.. 23 Then 
halt thou profper, if thou takeft heed to fulfil 
the. ftatutes and judgments which the Lorp 
charged Mofes with, concerning Irael: be ftrong, 
and of good courage, dread not, nor be difmay- 
ed. 14 Now behold, in my trouble I have pre- 
pared for the houfe of the Lorp- an hundred 
thoufand talents of gold, and a thoufand thou. 
fand talents of filver; and of brafs, and iron, 
without weight (for it is in abundance:)° tim 


ber alfo and ftone have I prepared, and thou. 
-mayeit add thereto, 


15 Moreover, there aré 
workmen with:thee in abundance, hewers,.and 


workers. of ftone and timber, and all manner of ° 
cunning men for every’ manner. of. work. 16- 


Of the gold, the filver,. and the. brafs, and the 
iron, there is no number. 


Though Solomon was young and tender, he was*capable of © 


receiving inftruétions concerning the work, for which he was 
defigned, which his father here gives him. When David came 
to the throne, he had many things to do; for the.foundations 


_ were all out of courfe ; but Solomon. had only one thing in 
_ charge, and that was to build a houfe for the Lord God of Lf 


racl, ver. 6.. Now, ‘ 
1. He tells him why he did not do it himfelf. It. was in 
his miad to do it, ver. 7.3 but God forbid him, becanfe he had 


JSoed much blood, yer. 8. Some think it refers to the blood of 


Uriah, which faftened fuch a reproach upon him, as rendered 


him unworthy the honour. of building the temple; but that ho-" 


nour was forbidden him before he had thed that blood: there- 


_ fore, it.muft.be meant, as-it is here explained, of the blood he. 


fhed in his wars, for he had been a man of war from his youth ; 


| which, though fhed very juftly and honourably, and in the fer- 


vice of God and Ifrael, yet made him unfit to be employed in 
this fervice, or rather lefs fit than another that had never been: 
called to fuch bloody work. God, by afligning this as the 
‘reafon. of laying David afide from this work, fhewed how pre- 


; cious human life is to him, and intended atype of him who 


fhould build the gofpel-temple, not by deflroying mens lives, but 
Saving them, Luke ix. 56. 
2. He gives him the reafon why he impofed. this tafk upon 


him.. (1.) Becaufe-God had defigned him for it, nominated ' 
_ him as the man that fhould do it; 4 fon /hall be born to thee, 


that fhall be called Solomon,. and he Soall build a houfe for my, 
name, vet. Gy 10» Nothing is more powerful to engage us to, 


~ and encourage us in any fervice. for God, than to know that. 


hereunto we are appointed: (2.) Bécaufe he would have lei. 


- fure and opportunity todo it: He fhould be a man of reft,. 


and therefoye fhould not have his time, or thoughts, or wealth. 
diverted from this bufinefs.. He fhould have re{t from his ene. 
mies abroad, none of them fhould invade or threaten him, or 
give him provocation ; and he fhould have ‘peace and quietnei® 
at home, and therefore let him build the houfe. Note, Where 
God gives reft he expeéts work. (3-) Becaufe God had pro- 
mifed to. eftablith his kingdom. ‘Let’ this encourage him to. 
honour God, that God had honour in ftore for him ; let him 
build up God’s houfé, and God ‘will build up his throne. Note, 
God’s gracious promifes fhould quicken and invigorate our re- 
ligious fea: : 

$, He 


Arife:therefore, and* 
be doing, and the Lory be withthee. 


tar oe 
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3. He delivers him ah account of the-vaft preparations he 
thad made for this building, ver. 14. not in a way of pride and 
vain-glory ; no, he {peaks of it as a poor thing, J have tn my 
_poverty prepared, marg. but as an encouragement to Solomon 
to engage chearfully in the work, that he began with a good 
bottom. The treafure here mentioned of one hundred thou- 
fand talents. of gold, and ten hundred thoufand talents of filver, 
amounts to fuch an incredible deal, that moft interpreters either 
allow~an error in the copy, or think the talent here fignifies no 
more but a plate or piece 3 ingots we call them. I am apt to 
think a certain number is here put for an uncertain, becaufe it 
is faid, ver. 16. that of the gold and filver, as well as of the 
-brafs and iron, there was no number, and that David here in- 
cludes all the dedicated things, chap. xviii. 11. which he de- 
figned for the houfe of the Lord, i. e. not only for the building 
of it, but for the treafure of it, and patting all together, it might 
‘come pretty near what is here {poken of. Hundreds and thou- 
{ands are numbers which we often ufe to exprefs that which is 
very much, when yet we would not be underftood ftridtly. 

4. He chargeth him to keep God’s commandments, and to 
take heed to this duty in every thing, ver. 13. He muft not 
think, by building the temple, to purchafe a difpenfation to fin; 
no, but on the contrary, his doing that would not be accepted, 
nor accounted of, if he did not take heed to fulfil the /latutes 
avbich the Lord charged Mofes with, ver. 13. Though he was 
‘to be king of Ifrael, he mauft always remember that he was a 
fubje& to the God of Tfrael. 

‘5. He encourageth him to go about this great work, and to 
go on in it, ver. 13. Be frrong and of good courage; though it 
is a vaft undertaking, thou needeft not fear coming under the 
teproach of the foolifh builder, that began to build, and was 
not able to finith ; it is God’s work, and it fhall come to per- 
fection ; dread not, nor be difmayed. n our fpiritual work, as 
well as in our fpiritual warfare, we have need of courage and 
srefolution. ; 

- 6. He quickens him not to reft in the preparations he had’ 
made, but to add thereto, ver. 14. Thofe that enter into the 
" Yabours of others, and build upon their advantages, muft {till be 

' gmproving. 

Laftly, He prays for him. The Lord give thee qwifdom and 
under fianding, and give thee charge concerning Ifracl, ver. 12. 
“Whatever charge we have, if we fee God giving us the charge, 
and calling us to it, we may hope he will give us wifdom for 
the difcharge of it. Perhaps Solomon had an eye to this pray- 
er of his father for him, in that prayer of his for himfelf, Lord, 
give me a wife and underftanding heart. He concludes, ver. 

16. wp and be doing, and the Lord be with thee. Hope of God’s 
‘prefence muft not flacken our endeavours ; though the Lord 
be with us, we muft rife and be doimg, which, if we do, we 
have reafon to believe he is, and will be with us. Work out 

- your falvatton, and God will work in you. apm 
17 4 David alfo commanded all the princes 
of Urael to help Solomon his fon, faying, 18 Js 
not the Lorp your God with you? and hath he 
not given you reft on every fide? for he hath gi- 
ven the inhabitants of the land into mine hand, 
and the land is fubdued before the Lorn, and 
_ before his. people. 19, Now fet your heart and 
your foul to feek the Lorp your God ; arile 


‘therefore,and build ye the fanétuary of the Lorp. 
God, to bring the ark of the covenant of the 
Loxp, and the holy veffels of God, into the houfe - 


‘that is to be built to the name of the Lorp. 


\ 
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| work as eafy to him as they could, by promoting it every one | 


| him as your chief good and higheft end, and this with your | 


| of his fan@uary. Let but the heart be fincerely engaged for — 
| God, and the head and hand, the eftate and intereft, and all’ | 
| will be ehearfully employed for him. — Poe bee eee 


| David having given charge concerning the building of t | 


 .) made Solomon. his fon king over Hira 
| 24 And he gathered together all the princes 
| Hrael, with the priefts and the Levites. 3) 
| the Levites were numbered from the age 
_ thirty years and upward : and their number bj 
_ their polls, man by man, was thirty and 
| thoufand. 4Of which, twenty and four 
- fand were to fet forward the work of the 
| of the Lorp; and fix thoufand were officers 
judges. 5 Morever, four thoufand were 

ters, and four thoufand praifed the Loxp wi 
_inftruments which I made (/aid David) 
| praife cherewith. 6 And David divided 

into courfes among the fons of Levi, na 
| Gerfhon, Kohath, and Merari. 7 Of t 
_ fhonites, were Laadan and Shimei.- 


w te 
# 
i 


Chap, XXL. | 


David here engageth the princes of Tfrael to affit Solomon | 
in the great work he had to do, and every one to lend him a | 
hand towards the carrying of iton. They that are in the || 
throne cannot do the good they would, unlefs thofe about the: 
throne fet in with them. David would therefore have the 
princes to.advife Solomon, and quicken him, and make the. || 


in his place. sis i} 
4. He fhews them what obligations they lay under to bg. || 
zealous in this matter, in gratitude to God for the great things 
he had done for them; he had given them victory, and reft, | 
and a good land for an inheritance, ver. 18. The more God | 
has done for us, the more we fhould ftudy to do for him. __ 
2. He preffeth that upon them which fhould make them zeal- | 
ous in it,ver.g. Sct your heart and foul to feck God, place your | 
happinefs in his favour, and keep your eye upon his glory; feek | 


heart and foul ; make religion your choice and bufinefs, and | 
then you will ftick at no pains or coft to promote the building ~ 


5 CHAP. XXIIl. eas 


temple, in this and the following chapters, fettles the me- 
thod of the temple-fervice, and puts into order the offices of — 
it. In the late irregular times, and during the wars tn | 
the beginning of his reign, we may /uppofe, though the Le- 
vitical ordinances were kept up, yet not in that order, nor — 
with that beauty and exa@ne/s that was defireable: Now 
David being a prophet, as well as a prince, by divine war- 
rant and dire€tion fet in order the things that were wanting. 
da this chapter, 1. He declared Solomon to be bis fucce lor, 
.ver. t. Il. He numberéd the Leviies, and appointed them 
to their refpodiive offices, ver. 2,—5. III. He took an ace 
count of the feveral families of tie Eeviies, ver. 6,23. | 
IV. He made a new reckoning of them from twenty years | 
old, and appointed them thew work, ver. 24,—32. dnd in | 
this be prepared for the temple, as truly as when he laid up | 
gold and filver for it; for the place is of /mall account in | 
comparifon with the work, . at 


O when David was old and full of days, he 


cig 


of Laadan, the chief was Jehiel, an 
and Joel, three. 9 The fons of Shime : 


Loony 


a | 
> Chap. XXII. L. 


_ mithand Haziel, and Haran, three. Thefe were 
_ the chief of the fathers of Laadan. 16 And the 
~ fons of Shimei were, Jahath, Zina, and Jeuth, 
» and Beriah. . Thefe four were the fons of Shi- 
mei. 11 And Jahath was the chief, and Zizah 

_ the fecond: but Jeuth and Beriah had not ma- 
“ny fons; therefore they were in one reckoning, 
_ according to their father’s houfe. 12 The fons 
~ of Kohath; Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel, 
_ fes: and Aaron was feparated, that he fhould 
fanctify the moft holy things, he and his fons for 

_ ever, to burn incenfe before the Lorp, to mini- 
~ fter unto him, and to blefs in his name for ever. 
_ 14 Now concerning Mofes the man of God, his 
_ fons were named of the tribe of Levi. 315 The 
fons of Mofes were Gerfhom and Eliezer. 16 
Of the fons of Gerfhom, Shebuel was the chief. 
17 And the fons of Eliezer were Rehabiah the 
chief. And Eliezer bad none other fons; but 
‘the fons of Rehabiah were very many. 1% Of 
_ the fons of Izhar; Shelomith the chief. 19 OF 


"the fons of Hebron ; Jeriah the firft, Amariah | 


_ the fecond, Jehaziel the third, and Jekameam 
the fourth. 20 Of the fons of Uzziel ; Micah 


_ the firft, and Jefiah the fecond. 21 ¢The fons — 
of Merari; Mahbli and Muthi: the fons of Mahli; 
_ Eleazar, and Kifh: 22 And Eleazar died, and — 
_ had no fons, but daughters: and their brethren _ 
_ the fons of Kifh took them. 23 The fons of | 


~ Mufhi; Mabli, and Eder, and Jeremoth, three. 


* ° ‘ : . an i 
_ Here is, 1. The crown entailed, according to the divine ap- | 
David made Solomon king, not to reign | 


a . 
. {pointment, ver. 1. 
with him, or reige under him, but only to reign after him. 


| This -he did, (1.) When he was old and full of days. He | 
was but feventy years old when he died, and yet he was full | 
of days, fatur dierwm, fatisfied with living in this world. When - 
he found himfelf going off, he took care for the‘kingdom when | 
“he was gone, and pleafed himfelf with théshopefal profpects of © 
a happy fettlement, both in church and ftate. {2.) He did it 


j which made Adonijah’s attempt to break in upon Solomon’s 


culous. Note, The fettling and fecuring of the crown in the 
interefts of the temple, is a great blefling to a people, anda 
‘great fatisfaction to thofe that are themfelves leaving the ftage. 

» 2. The Levites numbered, according to the rule in Mofes’s 


_time, from thirty years old to fifty, Numb. iv. 2, 92 > Phe 3 
mumber in Mofes’s time, by this rule, was eight thoufand five _ 
~ Aundred and eighty, Numb. iv. 47, 48.; but now it was in- 


--creafed above four-fold, much more ‘in proportion than the reft 


‘of the tribes ; for the ferviceable men of Levi’s tribe, ‘were | 


_ pow thirty-eight thoufand ; unlefe we fuppofe, that here thofe 
were reckoned who were above fifty, which were ‘not there. 


a. 


aa 
‘ 


. not fear wrath for it, 


& 
oF 
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_ four. 13 The fons of Amram; Aaron and Mo- - 


“an parliament, in a folemn affembly of all the princes of Ifrael, 
‘ | anfwer to their names, which each family might do for itfelf. 
- title, and fet it afide, notwithftanding this public recognition | 
-andieftablifhment of it, the more impudent, impious, and ridi- | 


Joab had not numbered the Levites, chap. xxi. 6. but David | 
Beer sid 3 not in pride, but for a good -purpofe, and then he 
ie . 
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3. The Levites diftributed to their refpective pofts, ver. 4, 
5. that every hand might be employed ; for of all mea an idle- 
Levite makes a very ill figure, and that every part of the work 


_ might be carefully done. Now, (1.) It was for the honour of 


God, that fo great a number of fervants attended his houfe, and 
the bufinefs of it. Much of the ftate of great men confilts in 
the greatnefs of their retinue. When God kept hovfe in If 
rael, fee what a great houfehold he had, and all well fed’and 
well taught. But what were thefe to the attendants of his. 
throne above, and innumerable company of angels? It was the 
happinefs of Ifrael, that they had among them fuch a confi- 
derable body of men, who were obliged by their office to pro- 
mote and keep up religion among them. If the worfhip oF 
God go to decay in Ifrael, let it not be faid, it was for want 


-of due provifion for the fupport of it, but that they who fhould 


have done it, were carelefs and falfe. 

The work affigned the Levites was four-fold, (1.) Some, 
and indeed far the greater number, were to fet forward the 
work of the honfe of the Lord. Twenty-four thoufand, al.. 
mott two-thirds, were appointed for this fervice, to attend the 
priefts in killing the facrifices;, flaying them ; wathing them; 
cutting them up: burning them; to have the meat-offerings 
and drink-offerings ready, to carry out dirt, and keep all the 
veflels and utentils of the temple clean, and every thing in its 
place, that the fervice might be performed both with expedi- 
tion and with exaétnefs. Thefe ferved a thoufand a-week, 
and fo went round in twenty-four courfes, Perhaps while 
the temple was in building, fome of thefe were employed to fet. 
forward that work, to aflift the builders, at Jealt to quicken 
them, and keep good order antong them, and the decorum 
which became temple-work. (2.) Others were officers and 
judges, not in the affairs of the temple, and in controverfies. 
that arofe there, for there we may fuppofe the priefts prefided,. - 
but in the country, they were magiftrates to give the laws of 
God in charge, to refolve difficulties aad to determine con-- 
troverfies that arofe upon them. Of thefe there were four 
thoufand in the feveral parts of the kingdom, that aflifted the 


| princes and elders of every tribe, in the adminiftration of juf= 
| tice. 


(3-) Others were porters to guard all the avenues of 
the houfe of God to’ examine them that defired entrance, 
and to refilt thofe that woutd force an entrance. "Thefe were 
the life-guards of the temple, and probably were armed accor- 
dingly. (4.) Others were fingers, and players on inftruments: 
whofe bufinefs it was to keep up that past of the fervice ; this: 


‘was a new erected office. 


4- The Levites muftered, and difpofed of into their refpec- 
tive families and kindreds, that.an account of them might the 
better be kept, and thofe that neghected their duty, might the eafi- 
er be difcovered by. calling over the roll, and obliging them to 


When thofe ofthe fame family were employed together, it: 
would engage them to love and affift one another. When 
‘Chrift fent forth his difciples, two and two, thofe that were 
brethren he put together. ‘T'wo families were here joined in: 
one, ver. a1. becaufe they had not many fons. Thofe that. 
are weak and little parately, may be put together,and make 
a figure. 

That which is moft obfervable in this account of the fami- 
lies of the Levites, is, that the pofterity of Mofes (that great 
man ) ftood upon the level with common Levites, and had no 
dignities or privileges at all peculiar to them; while the pot 
terity of Aaron were advanced to the prief’s office, to 
Santtify the mof holy things, wer. 13. It is faid indeed of 
the grandfon of Mofes, Rehabiah, that Air /ons were highly 
multiphed, ver. 17, marg. When God propofed to him, that 
if he would let fall his interceflion for Lfrael, he would make 
‘ . : of 


| fabmitted himfelfin his own perfon to his j junior, in compliance 


ty. years and upward. 


26 And alfo’ unto the Levites: they thall*no 
more carry the tabernacle, nor, any veffels of it. 
for the fervice . thereof, 
z words of David, the Levites were numbered | 
at Bapaulls | 
on, 
eli eat ite DC: lite oe 


zs courts, geiy in Aes Snes Rd in ‘the nS 


ee fabbaths, iy the new- moons, and o on the fet. featts, 


- tabernacle of the congregation, and the charge: | 
of the holy place, and the charge of the fons of 
_ Aaron their brethren, in ie fertiee of: ae houte 


bread, and for the fine flour for’ meat-offering, 
ih yd fot the unleavened cakes, and for that which’ 


_and_ for all manner. of, meafure. and. fines 


effective men of the Levites, that whereas i in Mofes’ s time they | 
were not lifted, nor taken into fervice till ‘they. “were thirty se 


yeas old, nor admitted as probationers til! twenty- five, Numb, : i nei that none might come: nigh , bus fuch as were a 
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of him a great nation, he generoufly refufed it ; in recompenfe 
of which his family is here’ greatly increafed, and makes up 
in number what it wants in figure, in the tribe of Lies Now, 
(1.) The levelling of Mofes’ family with the reft, is an evi- 
dence of his felf-denial. “Such an intereft had he both with 
God and man, that if he had aimed to raife his own family, 
to dignify and enrich that, he might eafily have done it 3 but 
he was no felf-feeking man 3 and Bit appeared, when he left 
to his*children no marks of diltindtion 3 3 which was a fign he 
had the Spirit of God, and not the fpirit of the world.’ “ (2-) 
The elevation of Raton? s family above the reft, was 4 recom- 
penfe of his felf-denial. When Mofes (his younger brother) 
was made 4 god to Pharaoh, and he only his prophet or {pokf- 
man, to obférve his orders, ‘anak do as he was bidden, Aaron 
never difputed it, nor infifted upon “his feniority, but readily 
took the inferior poft God put him in, fubmitted to Mofes, 
and upon occafion, called him ‘his Lord; and becaufe he thus 


with the will of God, God highly exalted his family, even a- 
bove that of Mofes Himfelh Thofe that are content to {toop, 
are in the faireft way to rife. Before honour is humility. © 


24.9 Thefe were the fons of Levi after the. 
houfe of their fathers; even the chief of the fa- 
thers,as they were counted by number of names” 


by: their polls, that did the work for the fervice 


“of the: houfe of the Lorn, from the age of twen- | 
25 For David faid, The 


Lorp God of Ifrael hath giver reft unto his peo- 
ple that they may dwellin Jerufalem for ever ; 


27.For. by the daft 


from be rears alt and nae 


ing of, all holy things, and the work of the fer- 
vice of the houfe of God; 29'Both for the fhew- 


is baked in the pen, and for that which is fried, 
30 
And to ftand every morning to thank and: praife 
the Lorn, and likewife at even; 31° “And to of- 
fer all burnt-facrifices unto ‘the. “Lorp in the 


by number, according to the order commanded 


unto them -continually before the*Lorp 3: 42. | 


And that they fhould’ keep the charge of ‘the | 


of the Lorp. 4 id i an 


Here is, 1. ‘An alteration made in the computation of ike 
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on all meafure and fize, ver. 29. The ftandards of al Ww 


/ ver. 30..at the offering of the morning and even 


affedting to the worthippers, but was not. articulate, 


Chap: XXL 


viii. 24. David ordered, by Atedion from. God, shat ste! 
fhould be ‘numbered for the fervice of the houfe of the Lord, 
from the age of twenty years and upwards, ver. 24. This 
order he confirmed by his laft words, ver. 27. When he put 


appointed this to be done for ever after; yet not he, but the 
Lord. (2.) Pethaps the young Levites having no work 4ap- 


a habit of idlenefs, or grew addicted to their pleafures, which 
their ufefulnefs afterwards; ta prevent which inconvenience 


years old. . Thofe that will be eminent; muft learn to take 
care, and tilee pains betimes. (2. .) When the’ work of the | 
-Levites was to carry burdens, heavy burdens, the tabernacle 
and the furniture of it, God would not call any to it till they — 
were come to their full {trength ; for he. confiders | our frame, 
and in fetvice as well as fufferings, will lay no’ more upon. us 
than we are able to bear. Bat now God had given. eft to his 
people, and made Jerufalem his dwelling-place for ever ; fo that 
there was no more occafion to carry- the tabernacle, and ‘the 
veflels thereof ; ‘the fervice was much eafier, and what would 
“not over-work them, nor over-load them, if they entered upon | 
‘it'at twenty years old. .(3.)/Now the people of Ifrael: were 
spulyslieds and there was a more general refort to Jerufalem, ct 
_and, would be when the temple was built, than had’ ever been | 
‘to ‘Shiloh, < or Nob, or Gibeon ; it was requifi te there fhould 

“be more hands employed in the ‘temple-fervice, that every [ 
‘raelite that brought an offering might find a’ Levite ready to, 
aft -him.. ‘When more workis to be done, it is pity. but t ere 
fhould be more workmen fetched in. for the doing of it.. Whea 
the harvelti is plenteous, why { fhould the labourers, be. a . 
2s A further: account of p? Levites be ila the \ wor k 


a. aad 
‘yet Ae had work ae ad good work, according. to that | 
to de they were appointed, ver. 4, 5. (1.) Thole of them 


a 

| 

i 

were: faccia to evait on the fons of Aaron, ver.’ 28, veh to 

do. the. drudgery-work (if any work for,God is to be: called | 

drudgery ) of the ‘houfe of God, to keep the courts and cham- | 

bers clean, fet things in their. places, and have them ready when | 

there was occafion to ufe them. ‘They were to. prepare the 
fhew-bread which the priefts were to fet on the table, to. pro~ 

vide the flour and cakes for the meat-offerings, that: the priefts, 

might have every. thing ready to their hands. (2.),T of 

them that were judges and Officers, particularly had 2 

A 


and meafures were kept in the fanétuary, and the Lev : 
the care of them to fee that they were exaét, and to. try: other | 
weights and meafures by them when they were. appealed. to. 
_ (3.). The work of the fingers was to thank and d praife the Lordy, 


_and_other oblations on the fabbaths, new moons, ver. : 
_ Mofes appointed that they thould blow with - trumpets over their 
burnt-offerings, and jother facrifices, and on their folemn- days, - 
umb, Ze: The found of which was awful, and might be | 
or fuch- 
a reafonable fervice as this which David appointed, , of finging 
pela ‘on thofe ‘occafions. - As the Jewith church: grey 
from its onan it ~ more.and more. intelligent. i in 
votions, till it came at len, th i in the gofpel to put away a ld 
‘ite. things, Gal. 1Ves39) Dee be = ‘The a of, x porters aa 
5.) was to keep the charge yi the tabernacle, 5 


and of tie holy 


his laft hand to. the draught of this eftablifhment, he exprefsly | 


pointed them till twenty-five years old, had many of them got 1 
proved both a blemifh to their reputation, and a hinderange_ to | 


they are fet to work, and brought under” difcipline ‘at twenty 


SS 
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were likewife to keep the charge of the fons of Aaron, to be 
at their beck, and go on their errands, who yet are called their 
brethren, to be a memorandum to the priefts, that though they 


were advanced to a high ftation, yet they were bean out of the | 


Jame rock with common Levites, and therefore muft not lord 
it over them, but in all inftances treat them as brethren. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


_ This chapter gives us a more particular accqunt of the dif- 


- tribution of the priefs and Leviies into their refoeAive 
claffes, for the more regular difebarge of their offices, ac- 
cording to their families, 1. Of the prieftsy ver. 1,—19. 
II. Of the Levites, ver. 20,—31- 

| OW thefe are the divifions of the fons of 
i Aaron: The fons of Aaron; Nadab.and 
Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 2 But Nadab and 


' Abihu died before their father, and had no chil- 


~ dren: therefore Eleazar and Ithamar executed 


+e 
¢ 


~ ‘forth to Jehoiarib, the fecond to Jedaiah,. 8 _ 
The third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim, 9 
The fifth to Malchijah, the fixth to Mijamin, 
10 The feventh to Hakkoz, the eight’ to Abi- 
jah, 11 The ninth to Jefhuah, the tenth to 


the piiefts office. And David diftributed 
them, both Zadok of the fons of Eleazar, and 
Abimelech of the fons of Ithamar, according to 
their offices in their fervice. 


than of the fons of Ithamar; and thus were they 


divided: Among the fons of Eleazar there were | 


fixteen chief men of the houfe of their fathers, 
and eight among the fons of Ithamar, accor- 
ding to the houle of their tathers. 5 Thus were 
they divided by lot, one fort with another ; for 
the governors of the fanétuary, and governors 
of the boufe of God, were of the fons of Eleazar, 
and of the fons of Ithamar. 6 And. Shemaijah 


~ the fon of Nethaneel, the fcribe, ove.of the . Le- 


ken for Ithamar. 


vites, wrote them before the king and the prin- 
ces, and Zadok the prieft, and Ahimelech the 
fon of Abiathar, and before the chief of the fa- 


thers of the priefts and Levites: one principal. 


houfehold being taken for Eleazar, and one ta- 
4 Now the firft lot came 


Shecaniah, 12 The eleventh to Eliafhib, the 


twelfth to Jakim, 13 The thirteenth to Hup- 
_ -pah, the fourteenth to Jefhibeab, 


14 The fit 
teenth to Bilgah, the fixteenth to Immer, 15 


The feventeenth to Hezir, the eighteenth to 
_.Aphfes, 106 The nineteenth to Pethahiah, the 
- twentieth to Jehezekel, 17 The one and twen- 


_ ‘tieth to Jachin, the two and twentieth to Ga- 


ee \ 
- the four and twentieth to Maaziah. 19 Thefe 
were the orderings of them in their fervice to. 


18 The three and twentieth to Delaiah, 


Vor. I. 


. 


I. CHRONTOLES. 


_ and thofe no nearer than was allowed them, ver. 32. They 


place and work, the more the better. 


: 4 And there were | 
amore chief men found of the fons of Eleazar, © 


‘ken for Eleazar, and one for Ithamar. 
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come into the houfe of the Lord, according to 
their manner, under Aaron their father, as the 
Lorp God of Ifrael had commanded him, 


The particular account of thefe eftablifhments is of little ufe 
to us now; but when Ezra publithed it, it was of great ufe to 
dire&t their church-affairs after their return from captivity into 
the old channel again. The title of this record we have, ver, 
1. Thefe are the divifions of the Jons of Aaron; not by- which 
they divided one from another, or were at variance one with 
another ; it-is pity there fhould ever be any fuch divifions among 
the fons of Ifrael, but efpecially among the fons of Aaron; but 
the diftribution of them; in order to the dividing of their work 
among themfelves ; it was a divifion which God. made, and 
was made for him. 

1.This diftribution was made for the more regular difcharge 
of their office. “God was, and ftill is, the God of order and 
not of confufion ; particularly in the things of his worfhip. 
Number without order, is but a clog, and an occafion of tu- 
mult; but when every one hath; and knows, and keeps his 
In the myftical body e- 
very member has its ufe, for the good of the whole, Rom: 
mit. 4, $.1 Cor. xii 12, 

2. It was made by lot, that the difpofal thereof might be of 
the Lord, and fo all quarrels and contentions might be pre- 
vented, and no man could be charged with partiality, nor could 
any fay they.had wrong done them. As God is the God of 
order, fo he is the God of peace. Solomon faith of the lot, 
that it can/eth contention to ceafe. : 

3- The lot was caft publicly, and with great folemnity, in 
the prefence of the king, princes, and priefts, that there might 
be no room for any fraudulent prattices, or the fufpicion of 
them. The lot is ah appeal to God, and® ought to be mana- 
ged with an agreeable reverence and fincerity. Matthias was 
chefen to the apoftlefhip by lot with prayer, Adts i. 24. and 
I know not but it might be ftill ufed in faith, in parallel cafes, 
as an inftituted ordinance. We have here the name of the 
public-notary that was employed in writing the names, \and 
drawing the lots, ver. 6. Shemaiah one of the Levites. 

4. What thofe priefts were chofen to was, to prefide in the 
affairs of the fanétuary, ver. 5. in their feveral courfes and 
turns. That which was to be determined by the lot, was on- 
ly the precedency, not who fhould ferve, for they chofe all the 
chief men ; but who fhould ferve firft, and who next, that e- 
very one might know his courfe, and attend in it. ‘The twen- 
ty four chief men of the priefts, were fixteen of the houfe of 
Eleazar, and eight of Ithamar ; for the houfe of Ithamar might 
well be fuppofed to dwindle-fince the fenterce pafled on the 
family of Eli, who was of that houfe. The method of draw- 
ing the lots is intimated, ver. 6. one chief houfehold being ta- 
The fixteen chief 
names of Eleazar, were put in one urn, the eight for Ithamar — 
in another, and they drew out of them alternately, as long as 
thofe for Ithamar lafted, and then out of thofe only for Ele- 


_azar 3 or two for Eleazar, and then one for Ithamar, through- 


out. 

5. Among thefe twenty-four courfes, the eighth is that of 
Abijah or Abia, ver.10. which is mentioned, Luke 1. 5. as 
the courfe which Zechariah was of, the father of John Baptift: 
by which it appears, that thefe coutfes which David now fet- 
led, though interrupted perhaps in the bad ‘reigns, and long 
broken off by the captivity ; yet continued in fucceffion till the 
deftruétion of the fecond temple by the Ronians. And each 
courfe was called by the name of him in whom it was firft 
founded, as the high prieft is here called Aaron, ver. 19. be- 
caufe fucceeding in his dignity and power, though we read nop 


Agi; of 
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ef any, of them that bore that name. , Whoever was high 
prieft, muft be reverenced and obferved by the inferior priefts 
as their father, as, Aaron their father. Chrift:is high prieft o- 
ver the honfe of God, to whom all believers, being made 
prie(ts, are to be in fubjeétion. 


_ 20 ¥ And the reft of the fons of Levi were 
thefe: Of the fons of Amram ; Shubael: of the » 


fons of Shubael; Jehdeiah. 21 Concerning Re- 
habiah.: of the fons of Rehabiah, the firft was 
Isthiah. 21 Of the Izharites; Shelomoth : of 
the fons of Shelomoth; Jahath..23 And the 


fons of Hebron ; Jeriah tie jfir/f, Amariah the | 


fecond, Jahaziel the third, Jekameam the fourth. 
24 Ofthe fons of Uzziel, Micah: of the fons 
of Micah; Shamir, 25 The brother of Mi- 
cah was Isfhiah: of the fons of Isfhiah; ‘Zecha- 
riah. 26 The fons of Merari were Mahbli and 
Muthi: the fons of Jaaziah; Beno. . 27 The 
fons of Merari by Jaaziah; Beno, and Shoham, 


and Zaccur, and bri. 28 Of Mahli came Elea-~ 


zar, who had no fous. .29 Concerning ‘Kifh : 
the fon of Kith was. Jerabmeel. 
alfo of Mufhi; Mahh, and Eder, and Jeremoth. 
Thefe were the fons of the Levites, after the 
houfe of their fathers. 31 Thefe likewife caft 


lots over againft their brethren the fons of A-_ 


aron, in the.prefence. of David the king, and 
‘Ladok and Ahimelech, and the chief of the fa- 
thers of the prieits and Levites, even the prin- 
cipal fathers, over, againit their younger bre- 
thren,. 


The Levites here named were moft of them mentioned be- 
fore, chap. xxili.,16, &c.." hey were of thofe who: were: to 
attend the priefts in the fervice of the houfe of God... But are 
here mentioned again as heads of the twenty-four courfes of 
Levites, (and about fo many are’here named), who were to 
attend the twenty-four courfes of the priefts: they are there- 
fore faid to caf lots over againfh their brethren, (fo they are 
called, not their lords) the fons of Aaron, who wete not tolord 
it over God’s clergy, as the original word is, 1 Pet. v.. 3. 
aind that the whole difpofal of the affair might be of the 
Lord, the principal fathers caft lots over againft their younger 
brethren; 7. ¢. thofe that were of the elder houfe, came upon 
the level with thofe of the younger families, and took theit 
place, not by feniority, but as God by the lot direéted.. Note, 
In Chrift no difference is made between bond and free, elder 
and younger. ‘The younger brethren, if they be faithful and 
fincere, fhall be.no lefs acceptable to, Chrift than.the., principal 
fathers. et GAB ae Whe cae 


Co, A de GS Vine ok Seat eat 
David having fettled tie courfes of thefe Lewites that, were 
to attend the priefs in their miniftrations, proceeds in this 
_ ebapter to put thofe into a method that. were appointed to 
be fingers and muficians in the temple, Here is, 1. The 
perfons that were 10 be employed, Afaph, Heman, and Je- 
duthun, ver. 1, their fons, yer. 2,—5. and other ariifts, 
ver. 7. UL. The order in which they were to altend de- 


termined by lot, ver.8,—-3 1», fi ocuiy: deslitea 
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| fons of Afaph; Zaccur, and Jofeph, and Ne- 


_ ding-to the order of the king. «3 Of feduthun: 


30 The. fons’ 


fathers; for fong im the-houfe of the’ Lorp, with 


\ 


Chap. XXV. 


ff Orrover, David and the captains of the «| 
M hoft feparated to the fervice of the fons || 
of Afaph, and of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who | 
fhould prophefy with harps, with, pfalteries,and | 
with cymbals : and the number of the Wwork- | 
men, according to’their fervice, was: 2 Of the | 


thaniah, and Afarelah, the fons,of Afaph, under _ 
the hands of .Afaph, which prephefied accer- | 


the fons of Jeduthun’; Gedaliah, and Zeri, and 
Jefhaiah. Hafhabiah, and Mattithiah, fix, under 
the hands of their, father Jeduthua, who. pro- 
phefied with.an: harp:-to. give thanks, and. to 
praife the Lorp::' 4’Of Heman ‘the fons of 
Heman ; Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, 
and Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, 
Giddalti,, and -Romanti-ezer, Jofhbekafhah, — 
Mallothi, Hothir, and Mehazioth:.; 5 All thefe | 
‘were the fons of Heman ‘the king’s feer in the — 
words of God, to lift up thé horn. And God 
gave to Heman fourteen fons, and three daugh- 
ters. 6 All thefe were under the hands of their 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


cymbals, pfalteries, ‘and harps, for thé. fervice 
of the houfe of God, according to the king’s 
order, to Alaph, Jeduthun, and. Hemans..17 So | 
the number of them, with their brethren,: that — 
were inftructed in the fongs*of thé’ Horb, even _ 
all’ that Were cunning, was two hundred four- 

FCOTE ANG BIBNEG is can 9: mois iicdcett nna ae 


19. poor erie fA5t r Gt sj8NSE Bvt Row } 
-Obferve, 1. Singing the praifee of Gad is here called pro- | 
phefyings Net» 1o.2s 3-1 not.that all thofe who were employed 
in this fervice were honoured with the vifions of God, .or.covld | 
foretel things te come, Heman indeed is faid to be, the hing’s | 
feer in the words of God, ver. 5. but the pfalms, they fanp{were 
compofed. by prophets, and many of. them. were prophetical 5 
and tle edification of the. church was intended in it, aswell as 
the glory of. God. . In Samuel’s. time, finging the praifes of | 
God went by the name of prophefying, 1. Sam. x. 5. xix. 20. : 
and perhaps that is intended in what. St Paul. calls prophefy- oy 
ing, 1.Cor. xl. 4. xiv. 24... Ys ATT awe | 
| 
: 


“2. This is bere called a férvice, and the perfons employed 
in it workmen, ver, 1... Not but that, it is the, greateft liberty 
and pleature tobe employed in praifing God ;_ what is heaven — 
but that? But it intimates, that it is our daty to make a bufi- “s 
nefs of it, and ftir up all that is withinus to it; and that,ia 
our prefent {tate of corruption and infirmity, it will notbe done, — 
as it fhould be done,, without labour and.{truggle,. We mult 
take pains with our hearts to bring them, and keep them to this, 
work, and to engage all that is within us. tu Nike “s e 

3- Here were, in compliance with the | temper of that dif 
penfation, a. great variety of mufical in{truments wled, harps, 
pfalteries, cymbals, ver. 13,6. and here -was one that lifted up — 


the horn, ver. 5, 2..¢,. ued wind-moufic. . Whe bringing of fuck 


concerts of mufic into the worthip.of God now, is what none 
pretend to. But thofe that ufe fuch concerts for their own en- 
tertainment, fhould {ce themfelyes obliged to preferve them.al- 

Oe he ways. 


. ee 


“ 
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Chap: XXV. 


Fs 
Ways very innocent from any thing that favours of immoralitye 
or profanenefs ; by this confideration, that time was when they 
were facred; and then they were juftly condemned, who 
brought them even into common ufe: Amos vi. 5. 
wented to themfelues infiruments of mufic like David. 
~ 4 The glory and honour of God was principally intended 
in/all this temple-mufic, whether vocal or inftrumental: It was 
to give thanks, and praife the Lord, that they were employed, 
ver. 3. It was in the fongs of the Lord that they were infirud- 
ed, ver.7. 4. é. for fongs in the houfe of the Lord, ver. 6. ‘This 
agrees with the intention of the perpetuating of pfalmody in 
the gofpel-church, which is, to make melody with the heart, in 
sonjunction with the voice, unto the Lord, Eph. v. 19. 
_ §. The order of the king is likewife taken notice of, ver. 2, 
‘and again, ver. 6. ‘In thofe matters indeed, David acted as a 
prophet; but his taking care for the due and regular obfervance 
of divine inftitutions, both ancient and modern, is anexample 
-to-all in authority to ufe their power for the promoting of reli- 
gion, and the inforcing of the laws of Chrift. Let-them thus 
be minifters of God for good. = 
' 6. The fathers pfefided in this fervice, Afaph, Heman, and 


ie Jeduthun, ver. 1. and the children were under the hands of their 


under their hand. 


ies 


f 
; 


Sather, vers 2, 3,6. This gives a-good example to parents to 
train’ up their children, and.indeed to all feniors to inftrué 
their juniors in the fervice of God, and particularly in praifing 
ef him; than which there is no part of our work more necef- 
fary, nor ihore worthy to be tranfmitted to the fncceeding ge- 
nerations. It gives alfo an example to the younger to /ubmit 
themfelves. to the elder, whofe experience and obferyation fits 
ahem, fer conduct ; and, as far as may be, to do what they do 
ler t. It is probable, Heman, Afaph, and. Jedu- 
thun were bred up under Samuel, and had their education in 
the fchools of the propliets, which he was the founder and prefi- 
dent ofg. then they were pupils, now they came to be matters. 
Thofe that would be eminent muft begin: early, and, take 
time to prepare themfelves. This good workof finging God’s 
praifes Samuel revived, and fet on foot, but lived not to fee it 
brought to this perfection it appears in here. Solomon perfeets 
what David began, fo David perfects what Samuel began. Let 
each in their day do what they can for God and his church, 
though they cannot carry it fo far as they would; when they 
are gone, God can out of ftones’raife up others, who fhall 
fuild upon their foundation, and bring forth the top-ftone. 


_/7.Vhere were others alfo, befides the fons of thefe three’ 


great men, who are called their brethren, (probably becaufe 
they had been wont to join with them in their private con- 


- _eerts), who were infiruéted in the fongs of the Lord, and were 


ctinning or well-flilled thereiny ver. 7. They were all Le- 
vites, and ‘were in number two hundred eighty and eight. 
Now, (1.) Thefe were a good number, and a competént num- 
Berita keep up the fervice in the houfe of God ; for they were 
all fcilful-in the work to which they were called. When Da- 
vid the king was fo much addiéted to divine poefy and mutfic, 


many others, all that had-a genius for it, applied their ftudies « 


and éndeavours that way. TThofe do religion a great deal of 
good fervice, that bring the exercifes of religion into reputation. 
(2.) Yet thefe were but a fmall number in comparifon with 


_ the four thoufand whom David appointed thus to praife the 


Lord, chap. xxiii. 5. | Where were all the reft, when only 
two hundred eighty and eight, and thofe but by twelve in a 
courfe, were feperated ‘to this fervice? It,is probable, all the 
reft were divided into as many courfes, and were to follow, as 


_-thefe led. Or, perhaps, thefe were for Jong in the houfe of the 
_ Lord, ver. 6. with whom any that worfhipped in the courts of 


4 


~ that houfe might join; and the reft were difpofed of all the — 


- 
a 


Kingdom over, to prefide in the country-congregations, in this 
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good work; for though the facrifices inftituted by the hand of 
Mofes, might be offered but at one place, ‘the pfalms: penned 
by David might be fung every where, 1 ‘Tim. il. 8. 

8 ¥ And they caft lots, ward againf{ ward 
as well the {mall as the great, the teacher as the 
{cholar. 9 Now the firft lot came forth for A- 
faph to Jofeph: the fecond to Gedaliah, who 
with his brethren and fons were twelve: TO 
The third to Zaccur, #e, his fons and his bre- 
thren were twelve: 11 The fourth to Izri, be, 
his fons and his brethren were twelve: 12 The 
fifth to Nethaniah, he, his fons and his brethren 
were twelve ? 13 The fixth to Bukkiah, be, his 
fons and his brethren were twelve: 14 The fe- 
venth to Jefharelah, he, his fons and his bre- 
thren were twelve: 15 The eighth to Jethaiah, 
be, his fons'‘and his brethren were twelve: 16 
The ninth to Mattaniah, ‘be, bis fons and his 
brethren were twelve: 17 The tenth to Shi- 
met, be, his fons and his brethren were twelve : 
18 The eleventh to Azareel, he, his fons and 
his brethren were twelve: 19 The twelfth to 
Hafhabiah, de, his fons and his brethren were 
twelve : 20 The thirteenth to Shubael, 4e, his 
fons and his brethren were twelve:'21 The 
fourteenth to Mattithiah, 4e, his fons‘ and” his 
brethren were twelve: 22 The fittéenth to Je- 
rimoth, de, hisfons and his brethren were twelve: 
23 The fixteenth to Hananiah, be, his fons and 
his brethren were twelve: 24 The feventeenth 
to Jofhbekathah, be, his fons and his brethren 
were twelve 225 The eighteenth to Hanani, he, 
his fons and his’brethren were twelve: 26 ‘The 
ninéteenth to Mallothi, be, his fons and his bre- 
thren were twelve: 27 The twentieth to Elia- 
thah, de, his fons and his brethren were twelve : 
28 The one and twentieth to Hothir, be, his 
fons and his brethren were twelve : 29 The two 
and twentieth to Giddalti, be, his fons and his 
brethren were twelve: 30 The three and twen- 
tieth to. Mahazioth, be, his fons and his brethren 
were twelve: 31 The four and twentieth to Ro- 
manti-ezer, be, his fons and his brethren were 
twelye, _ 


Sg Twenty-four perfons were named in the foregoing paragraph, 


‘as fons of thofe three great men, Afaph, Heman, and Jedu- 


thun. Ethan was the third, chap. vi. 44.3 but it is likely he 
was dead before the eftablifhment was perfected, and Jedu- 
thun came in his room. Of thefé three, Providence fo ordered 
it, that Afaph had four fons, Jeduthun fix, ‘and Heman four- 
teen, in all twenty-four, which were named, ver. 2, 3, 4. who 
were all qualified, for the fervice, and called to it. But the - 
queftion was, in what order they muft ferve ? and that was de- 
termined by lot, to’ prevent ftrife for precedency: A fin which 
mott eafily befets many, that otherwife are good people. 
1, The lot was thrown impartially. \ They were placed in 
; 412 ; twenty-fowr 
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twenty-four. companies, twelye in a company, in two rows, - 


twelve companies in a row, and fo they caft lots, ward aguinf} 
ward, putting them all upon a level, {mall and great, teacher 
and fcholar: they did not go accgrding to, their age,, or ac- 
cording to their ftanding, or the degrees: they had taken in the 


mufic-fchools ; but it was referred to God, ver. 8.; {mall and ~ 


great, teachcrs and {cholars f{tand alike before God, who goes 
not according to our rules of diftin@tion, and precedency. See 
Matth. xx. 23, e 

2. God determined it as he pleafed, probably with, regard 
to the perfonal merits of the perfons, which are much more 


confiderable than feniority of age, or priority of birth... Let us , 


compare them with the preceding catalogue,\and we fhall find, 
that, (1.) Jofeph was the fecond fon of Afaph.  ( 
liah eldeft fon of Jeduthun. (3.) Zaccur.the eldeft of Afaph. 
(4.) Izri fecond of Jeduthun. (5.) Nethaniah third of Afaph, 
(6.) Bukkiah eldeft of Heman, (7.) Jetharelah youngelt of 
Afaph. © (8.) Jefhaiah third of Jeduthun. 
third of Heman. (r1o.) Shimei youngeft of Jeduthun, ; (114+) 
Azareel third of Heman., ( £2.) Hafhabiah fourth of Jedu- 
thun. (13.) Shubael fourth of Heman. (14.). Mattithiah, 
fifth of Jeduthun. (1 5.) Jeremoth fifth of Heman. (16.) 
Hananiah fixth of Heman,, (17,) Jofhbekafhah eleventh of 
Heman. “(18.) Hanani feventh of Heman. (19-) Mallothi 
twelfth of Heman. (20.) Eliathah eighth., (21.). Hothir 
the eleventh. (22.) Giddalti the ninth. . (23.) Mehazioth 


the fourteenth, And, /a/ly, Romanti-ezer the tenth of He- . 


man. See how God increafed fome hands, and preferred the 
younger before the elder. jf 
' 3, Each of thefe had in their chorus the number of twelve, 


' galled, their fons and their brethren 3 becaufe they obferved 


them as fons, and concurred, with them as, brethren... Probably 
twelve, fome for the voice, and others for the inftrument, made 
up the concert. Let us learn with one mind, and one mouth 


iy R 


to glorify God; and that will be the beft concert. 
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We.bave res an account of the bufinels-of the’ Levitess That? 
tribe had made but. a very mall figure-all the time of the 
. gudges, tll Eh and Samuel appeared eyrinent.of that tribee 4 HOLSrL So. UE See HAG ‘ 
But Lewites | among the fons of Kore, and among the fons of _ 
| Merari. - Fibs 


| But when David revived religion, the Levites were of all 
men in the greatef? reputation. And happy it was, they 

| had Levites that were men of fenfe, fit to fupport the ho- 
nour of their tribe, We have here an account 1. ‘Of the 
Levites that were appointed to be porters, ver. 1,—19. 
Il. Of thofe that were appointed to be. treafurers and 
Storekeepers, Ver.20,—28. III, Uf thofe that were of- 
Jicers and judges in the country, and were intrufted with 
the adminjfirauon of public affairs, ver. 29,32. 


“NONCERNING the divifions of the porters: 
\ 4 Of the Corhites was Mefhelemiah the fon 


of Kore, of the fons of Afaph. 2 And the fons |- 


of Mefhelemiah were, Zechariah the firft-born, 
Jediael the fecond, Zebadiah the third, Jath- 
niel the fourth, 3 Elam the fifth, Jehohanan 
the fixth, Elioenai the feventh. 4 Moreover, 
the fons of Obed-edom were, Shemaiah the 
firft-born, Jehozabad the’ fecond, Joah the 


third, and Zacar the fourth, and Nethaneel the 


fifth, 5 Ammiel the fixth, [ffachar the feventh, 
Peulthai the eighth; for God blefled him. 6 
Alfo. unto Shemaiah his fon were fons born, that 
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- brethren, able men for ftrength for ‘the fervice’ || 


(2.) Geda- 


(9,) Mattaniah - 


| temple, who guarded all the avenues that led to it, opened ands” 
_ ftate, but for fervice, to dire& and inftrué thofe who w 
| going to worfhip in the courts of the fanétuary, ‘in the de 
» Tum they were to obferve; to encourage tho: 
» Morous, to fend back the ftrangers and unclean, and to gua: 


- God. 


Y Chath. 


il. 43. As for thofe that excelled in ftrength of body, 
for the poft afligned them ; 


5 ; 


- 


7 
Chap. XXVE | 


iihu and Semachiah, 8 All thefe of the fons of |) 
Obed-edom: they, and their: fons and. their || 
were threefcore and two of Obed-edom.. g And_ || 
Mefhelemiah had fons and brethren,. ftrong 
men, eighteen. 10 Alfo Hofah of the children | 
of Merari, had fons.; Simri the chief (for zhough” | 
he was not the firft-born, yet his father made’ || 
‘him the chief. -11 Hilkiah the fecond, Teba- | 
hah the third, Zechariah the fourth; all the fons. | 
and, brethren of Hofah qwere thirteen, -12A-— 
mong thefe were the divifions of the porters, 

even among the chief men, Having wards one — 
again{t another, to minifter.in the houfe of the — 
Lorp. 13 { And they caft lots as. well, thec | 
fmall as the great, according to: the -houfe of | 
their fathers’ for every gate. ‘14 And the lot 
eaf{tward fell to Shelemaiah ; then for Zecha- | 
riah his fon (a wife counfellor) they. caft lots, 
and his lot came out northward. 15 To Obed- | 
edom fouthward ; and to his fons, the houfe of | 
Afuppim. “15 'To Shuppim and Hofah, the lez. 

came forth weitward, with the gate Shallecheth, — 
by the caufey of the going up,. ward againft 


ward. 16 Eaftward were fix Leyites, north-./ 


ward four a day, fouthward four a day, and to. 


ward Afuppim two and two. 18 At Parbar 
weftward, four at the caufey, and two at Par-- 
bar. 19, Thefe are the divifions of the porters. 


Af 


Obferve, 3. There were porters appointed to attend) the 


fhut all the outer gates, and attended at them, not. only for 


that were 


againft thieves, and others that were enemies to the how: 
Tn allufion to this office, minifters are faid to have : 
keys of the kingdom of heaven committed to them, Matth. x 
19. that they may admit and exclude according to the’ 


2. Of feveral of thofe that were called to this fervice, it 
taken notice of, that they were ‘mighty men of valour, ver. 
Jrong men, ver. 7. able men, ver. 8.3 and of one of thei 
that he was @ wife counfellor, ver. 14. who, probably, Ww 
he had ufed this office of a deacon well, and gave proo 


_ more than ordinary wifdom, purchafed to himfelf a good degrety 


and was preferred from the gate to the council-board, 4 T 


courage and refolution of mind, they were thereby qualified 
-pott for whateyer fervice God ca 
men to, he either finds them fit, or makes them fo. 
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3. The fons of Obed-edom were employed in this office, 
_ fixty-two of that family, This was he that entertained the 
ark with reverence and chearfulnefs ; and fee how he was. re- 
warded for it: (1.) He hadeight fons, ver. 5. for God bleffe-d 
him. ‘The incteafe and building up of families, is owing to 
the divine blefling: anda great blefling it is to a family to have 
many children, when they are as thofe here, able for, and’ emi- 
nent in the fervice of God... (2.), His fons were preferred ta 
places of truft in the fanduary. ‘They had faithfully attended 
the ark in their own houfe, and now were called to attend it 
_ in God’s houfe.’ He that is trufty in little, fhall be trufted 
_ with more.» He that keeps God’s ordinances in’ his dwn tent, 
is fit to have the ‘euttocdy. of them in God’s tabernacle, © Tim: 
in. 4,5. J dave Rept thy. Jaw, faith David, -and ;this had, 
_ becaufe L kept thy precepts, Pfal. cxix. 55, 56. 
_ 4 Itis faid of one here, that though he was not the frfl- 
born, his father made him the chief, ver. ¥O.; either becaufe he 
was very excellent, or beeaufe the elder fon was very weakt 
. He, was made chief, perhaps notin inheriting the -eftate,, for 
that was forbidden by the law, Deut. xxi..16, 17 -but inthis 
fervice, which required perfonal qualifications, 
4. The porters, as the fingers, had the ‘poft affigned them 
by lot ; fo many at fuch a gate, and fo many at fuch aJone} 


that every one night. know:his poft, and) make it pood, ver’. 


13. It-ts not faid they were caft into, twenty-four, courfes, as 
_ before ; but here are the names of about twenty-four, vere In 


—11. and the pofts’ afligned are twenty-four, ver. 17, 18. 


We have therefore reafon to think they were diftributed’ into 


“as many companies. Happy they who dwell in God’s houfé: - 


- for as they: are well fed, well taught, and well emplaytd’s fo 
they are well puarded..;. Men, attended at the. gates. of the 
“ten 
oxxi P2)” nets 

20: And-of the Levites, Ahijah was over the 
-treafures of the houfe of God, and over the 
_treafures. of ‘the dedicate things: 21 Ay con- 
cerning the fons of Laadan: the fons of the 


-Gerfhonite Laadan, chief fathers, even. of Laa- 


“dan the 'Gerfhonite were, Jehieli. 22 The fons 


of Jehieli;: Zetham, and Joel his brother, which . 
| mong them of Ifrael on, this-fide of. Jordan weft- 
- ward,.in all. bufinefs ofthe! ‘Lorp, and in the 


qere over the treafures of the -houfe of the 
Lorp.. 23, Of the -Amramites, and. the Izhar- 


ites, the’ Hebronites, ‘and’ the Uzzielites:’ 24. 


And ‘Shebuel the fon of Gerthom, the. fon. of 
Moles, was ruler, of the -treafures. 25. And 
‘his brethren by Eliezer; Rehabiah his fon; and 
Jethaiah his fon, and Joram: his fon, and: '/ich- 
mi, his fon; arid Shelomtith his fo, 26 Which 
Shelomith, and his brethren, qwere over all the. 
treafures of the, dedicate, things, which David 
the king and the chief fathers, the captains 0 
ver thoufands'and ‘hundreds, and’ the captains 
of the hoft had dedicated.’ 27 Out of the f{poils 
‘won in battles did they dedicate to maintain the 


hhoufe of the Lorp. 28-And all that Samuel the |: 
feer, and Saul the fon of Kith, and Abner the: 


fon of Ner, and Joab the fon of Zeruiah had’ 
‘dedicated, and whofoever had dedicated any 
thing, it was under the hand.of Shelomith, and. 
of his brethren. 

ra Me 


J 
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aple, but angels at the gates ae the new. Jerufalems Rey,.. 


Il CHRONICLES, 701 


Obferve, 1. There were treafurcs of the bouft of God. A 
great houfe cannot be well kept without ftores of all manner 
of provifions.’ Much was expended daily upon the altar ; 
flour, wine, oil, falt, fuel, befides the lamps ; quantities of thefe 
were to be kept before hand, befides the facred veltments and 
utenfils. Thele were the Treafures of the houfe of God. And 
becaufe money anfwers all things, doubrlefs they hada great 
deal’of ‘cafh, which was receivéd from the people’s offerings, 
wherewith they bought in what they had occafion for. And, 


perhaps much was laid up for an exigence. TThefe treafures ° 


typitied the plenty there is in our héavenly father’s houfe,. e- 
nough and to fpare.’ In, Chrift, thée-true temple, are hid frea- 
Jures of wifdom and knowledge, and unfearcheable riches. 

2: There were trea/ures of dedicate things ; dedicated moft- 
ly out of the [poils won in battle, ver. 24. as a grateful acknow- 
ledgemeht oF the divize' protection.’ * Abraham ‘gaye Melchi- 
fedec thé tenth' of ‘the “fpo.is, Heb.'vii. 4. In, Moles’s time; 
the officers of the army, when they rerurned victorious, brought 

sof their {pails an ob/ation-to the Lord, Numb. xxxi. 50.- OF 
late this pious cultom had been revived; and not only Samuel 
aud David,’but Saul and Abner, and Jab," ‘had dedicated’ of 
their {poils‘to'the honour and ‘fapport ‘of ‘the Noufe of God,’ 
ver? 281° Note; "Phe more God be(tows upon us, the more, 
he expétts. from us in’ works of picty and ‘charity... Great 
hits! call ‘for proportionable réturns. “When we look, over our ) 


eftates; ‘we! fhould°confider, heré ‘are’ convenient things, rich _ 


things, it may be, andMfine things ;* but whéte are the dedica- 
ted'things ? Men‘ of war muft honour God with their {poils. , 

3. ‘Thefe treafures had treafurers, thof that were over them, 
ver. 29, 26. whofe bufinefs it ‘was to keep them,.that neither 
moth nor ruff might corrupt them, not thieves break through and 
Seal’ to give out“as there was ‘Occafion, and’to fee they were 
not walted,’embezzled, or alienated to ‘any’ common: ufe ;! and 


it is probable, they kept account’ of all that “was brought in, 


and how it was laid’ out. © 


29 { OF the Izharites, Chenaniah and his fons 


were for the outward bufinefsover Lfrael, for 


officers and judges: 30 4nd of the Hebronites, 
Havhabiah and his brethren, men. of valour, a 
thoufand and feven hundred. were. officers .a- 


fervice of the king. 3r Among the Hebronites 
was Jerijah the chief, even among the Hebron=: 
ites, according to the generations. of, his fathers. 
In the fortieth, year of the reign of David, they 
were fought for, and there were found.among. 


them mighty men of valour, at Jazer of Gilead.. | 
32 And his brethren, men.of valour, were two. 
thoufand and feven hundred chief fathers, whom, 


king David made. rulers over the Reubenites, 
the Gadites, and. the half-tribe of Manaffeh, for 
every matter pertaining to God, and affairs of, 
the king... 


as officers and judges, in the outward, bufinefs,.which mutt not,. 
be neglected, no, not for the temple itfelf. The magiltracy is 


an ordinance.of God forthe good of the church, as truly as . 
the miniftry is... And here-we are told, 


1. That the Leyites were.employed in the:adminiftration of 
age jultice, 


All the offices of the houfe of God being well provided with 
Levites, we have here an account of thofe that were employed». 


Or 


juttice, in conéurrence with the princes and elders of she feve- 
ral tribes, who could not be fuppofed to underftand the Jaw fo 
well as the Levites, who made it their bufinefs to ftudy it. 
None of thofe Levites who were employed in the fervice of 
the fan@uary, none of the fingers or porters were concerned in 
this outward butinefs ; either one was enough to engage the 
whole man, or it was prefumption to undertake both. 

2. Their charge was both ia all'bujine/s of the Lord, and in 
the fervice of the king, ver. 30. and again, ver, 32. They ma- 
naged the affairs of the country, as well ecclefiaftical as civil, 
took care both of God’s tithes and-the king’s taxes; punifh- 
ed offences committed immediately againft God and his hon- 
our, and thofe againft the government and the public peace ; 
guarded both againft idolatry and againft injuftice ; and took 
care to put the laws in execution again{t both. Some, it is 
likely, applied eta(tlves to the affairs of religion, others to fe- 
cular. affairs ; and fo between both, God and the king were 
well-ferved. -It is happy with a kingdom, when its civil and 


facred interefts are thus twifted, and jointly minded and ad-, 


vanced. ; 
3. There were more Levites employed as judges with the 
two tribes and a half on the other fide Jordan, than with all 
the reft of the tribes; there were two thoufand feven hundred; 
whereas on the welt fide of Jordan, there were but one thou- 
fand feven hundred, ver. 30, 32. Either thofe remote ‘tribes 
were not fo well furnifhed as the reft with judges of their own ; 
or becaufe they lying furtheft from Jerufalem, arid on the bor- 
ders of the neighbouring nations, were moft in danger of being 
infected with idolatry, and moft needed the help of Levites to 
prevent it. ’' The frontiers mutt be well guarded. 
« ‘4.x This is faid to be done (as were all the foregoing fettle- 
ments) in the fortieth year of the reign of David, ver. 31.5 
that’ was ‘the laft year of his reign. We’ fhould be fo much 
the more induftrious to do good, as we fee the day approaching. 
If we live not to’ enjoy the fruit of our labours, grudge it’ not 
to thofe'that fhall’come after us.” 


‘C HPA Pi XXVTY 
‘In this chapter we have the’ civil lift, including the military. U1. 
Lhe twelve captains for every feveral month of the year, ver. 
yy iiig.) IT. Fhe princes of the feveral tribes, ver 16, 
aa. ‘TIL. Theofficers of the court, ver. 25,—34- 
OW the children of Ifrael after their num- 
LN ber, to wit, the chief fathers and captains 


‘of thoufands and hundreds,and their officers — 


that’ferved the king in any matter of the cour- 
fes; which came in and ‘went out month by 
month, throughout all the months of the year, 
of every courfe were twenty and four thoufand. 
2, Over the firft courfe for the firft month, was 
Jafhobeam the fon of Zabdiel : and in his courfe 
were twenty and four thoufand. 3 Of the 
children of Perez, was the chief of all the cap- 
tains of the hoft for the firft month. 4 And 
over the courfe of the fecond month, was Do- 
da an Ahohite, and of his courfe was Mikloth 
alfo the ruler: in his courfé likewife qere twen- 
ty and four'thoufand.. 5 The third captain of 
the hoft for the third month was Benatah, the 
fon of Jehoiada a chief prieft : and in his courfe 
qwere twenty and four thoufand. 6 This zs that 
Benaiah, who was mighty. among the thirty, 
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~ got together prefently. It is the wifdom of governors, 
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and above the thirty; and in his courfe was 
Amizabad his fon. 7 The fourth captain for 
the fourth month, was Afahel the brother of 
Joab, and Zebadiah his fon after him: and in 
his courfe were twenty and four thoufand. 8 — 
The fifth captain for the fifth month, was 
Shamhuth the Izrahite: and in his courfe were 
twenty and four thoufand. 9 The fixth captain 
for the fixth month, was Ira the fon of Ikkefh 
the Telsoite: and in his courfe were twenty 
and four thoufand. 10 The feventh captain for_ 
the feventh month, was Helez the Pelonite, of 
the children of Ephraim : and in his courfe were 
twenty and'’four thoufand. 11 The eight cap, 
tain for the eighth month, was Sibbecai. the 
Hufhathite, of the Zarhites : and in his courfe 
were twenty and four thoufand. 12 The ninth 
captain for the ninth month, was Abiezer the 
Anetothite, of the Benjamites : and in his courfe 
were twenty and four thoufand. . 13 The tenth 
captain for the tenth month, was Maharai the 
Netophathite, of the Zarhites : and in his courfe 
were twenty and four thoufand. 14 The €le- 
venth captain for the eleventh month, was Be- 
naiah the Pirathonite, of tne children of Eph- 
aim: and in his courfe qwere twenty and’ four 
thoufand. 15 The,twelfth captain for the 


twelfth month, was Heldai the Netophathite, 


of Othniel: and in his courfe were twenty and _ 
four thoufand. aang Soret Oe 
_ We have here an account of the militia of the kingdom, ana 

the regulation of that. David was himfelf a nian Of wat, and 

had done great things with the fword; great armies he had 

brought into the field: now here we are told how he marfhal- 

led them, when God had given him reft from all his enemies. 

He did not keep them all together ; for that would have been 
a hardfhip on them and the country: yet he did not difband. 
and difperfe them all; then he had left his kingdom naked, 
and ‘his people would have forgot the arts of war, wherein they 
had been inftruéted. He therefore contrives to keep up a con= 
ftant force, and yet not a ftanding army. The medel is very: 
prudent. ‘ =f a a 
1. He kept up twenty-four thoufand conftantly in arms, be 
fuppofe in a body, and difciplined, in one part or other of the 
kingdom ; the freeholders carrying their own arms, and bear- 


ing their own charges while they were up. This was a fufi- 
cient ftrength for the fecuring of the public peace and fafetys 
Thofe that are Hfraelites indeed muft learn war 5 for we have. 
enemies to grapple with, whom we are concerned con({tantly to 
{tand upon our guard againft. Le 

2. He changes them every month ; fo that the whole number > 
of the militia amounted to two hundred and eighty-eight thou Pr 
fand ; perhaps about a fifth part of the able men of the _ king-. | 
dom. By diftributing them thus into twelve courfes they were, 
all inftrugted in, and accuftomed to military exercifes ; and yet” 
none were compelled to be in fervice, and upon charge abov ef 
one month in the year, which they might very well afford, un 
lefs upon extraordinary occafions, and then they might all b 
a 


much | 
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/much their praife, while:they provide for the public fafety, to 

_ contrive how to make it effectual, and yet ealy, and as little as 
pollible burdenfome tothe people. 

___ 3. Every courfe had a commander in chief over it, befides 
the fubaltern officers that were rulers over thoufands, and hun- 
dreds, and fifties ; there was one general officer to each courfe 
or legion. All thefe twelve great commandets’are mentioned 

among David's worthies and- champions, 2 Sam. xxiii. and 1 

Chron. xi. , "They had firft finalized themfelves by their great 
aétions; and then they were advanced to thofe great’ prefer- 

_ments. It is well with a kingdom when honour thus attends 
merit. Behaiah is here called a’ chief prieft, ver. 5. But 

_ cohen fignitying both’a prieft and a) prince,. it might better be 

- tranflated here a chief ruler, or (as in the margin) a principal 

_ officer: Dodai had:Mikloth, (ver. g.) either for his fubftitute 

~ when he was abfent or infirm, or for his facceffor when he was 
dead? ~Benaiah ‘had his fon under him, ver. 6. Afahel had 
his fon atter him, ver. 7. and by that, it feems, that this’ plan 
of the militia was laid in the beginning of David’s reign; for 

- Afahel was kiiled by Abner, while David reigned in Hebron. 
And when his wars were over, he revived this method, and 
left the military affairs in this polture, for the peaceable reign 
of his fon Solomon: When we think ourfelves: moft fafe; yet 
while we are here {n the body, we'mult keep in a readinefs for 
{piritual.confliéts : Let not him that girdeth on the baraefi boaft 
as he that puts tt off. 


16 § Furthermore, over the tribes of Ifrael - 
‘the ruler of the Reubenites was Eliezer the fon 


over the olive-trees, and the fycomore-trees, 


that were in the low plains, was Baal-hanan the 


Gedarite: and over the cellars of oil was Joath. 
29 And over the herds that fed in Sharon, was 
Shitrai the Sharonite: and-over the herds that 
were in the vallies, was Shaphat the fon of Ad- 
lai... 30 Over the camels alfo, way Obil the 
Ifhmaelite:: and over the affes, ious Jehdeiah 
the Meronothite. 31 And over the flocks wus 
Jaziz the Hagerite. “All thefe were the rulers 
of the fubftance which was king David’s, 22 
Alfo Jonathan David’s uncle was a counfellor, 
a wife man, and a fecribe , and Jehiel the fon of 
Hachmani was with the king’s fons. 33 And 
Ahithophel was the king’s counfellor, and Hu- 
fhai the Archite was the king’s companion. 
34 And after Ahithophel was Jehoiada the fon 
of Benaiah, and Abiather: and the general of 
the King’s army was Joab. 
. We have-here an account, ; 

1. Of the princes of the tribes : fomething of the ancient or 
der inftituted: by Mofes in the-wildernef& was {till kept up, that 
every tribe fhauld haye its prince or chief. It is probable, it 


was kept up all along, either by election or by fucceflion, in thre 
fame family ; and thofe are here named, who, were found in 


_ of Zichri: of the Simeonites, Sephatiah the fon 
of Maachah: ..27-Of the Levites, Hafhabiah 
the fon of Kemuel; of the Aaronites, ‘Ladok. 
18 Of Judah, Elihu, oxe of the brethren of Da- 
vid: of [flachar, Omri the fon of Michael: Ig 
Of Zebulun, Ifhamiah the fon of Obadiah: of 
-Naphtali, Jerimoth the fon of Azriel: 20 Of 
the children of Ephraim, Hofheah the’ fon of 
_Azaziah: of the half tribe of Manaffeh, Joel the 
fon of Pedaiah:;,.21.Of the half-rribe, of. Ma- 
-naffeh in Gilead, Iddo the fon of Zechariah: of 
Benjamin, Jaafiel the fon’ of Abner: 22 Of 
Dan, Azraeel the fon of Jeroham. Thefe were 
the princes of the tribes of Ifrael. 23 4] But 
-David took not the number of them: from twen- 


that ofice when this account was taken. | Elihu, or Eliab, who: 
was prince of Judah, was-the eldeft fon, of Jefle, and defcend- 
ed in a right’ line from, Nahfhonand Salmon, /\the princes, of 
this tribe in, Mofes’s time,. . Whether, thefe princes. were in the- 
nature of lord-lieutenants, that guided them. ia, their military 
affairs, or chief juftices that prefided in. their) courts ,of\ judg 
ment, doth not appear. ‘Their power we may fuppofe much 
lefs now all the tribes| were united under one king, than it had 
been, when for the moft:part they acted. feparately. Our res 
ligion ebligeth us ito be fubject not.only to, the ding.as fupreme,. 
but unto governors under. him, 4 Pet. ii. 433 14. the. princes- 
that decree jattice.. Of Benjamin; was. Jaaziel the fon of Ab- 
ner, ver. 21, “Fhough Abner was David’s enemy, and op-- 
' pofed his coming to the crown, yet David would not oppofe 
the preferment of his fon, but, perhaps, nominated him to this. 

poft of honours which teaches 'us to render good for evil. 
2. Of-the numbering of the people, ver. 23, 24. It is here: 


ty years old and under: becaufe the Lorn hdd 
faid, he would increafe Ifrael like to the {tars of 
the heavens. -24 Joab the fon of Zeruiah be- 


gan to number, but he finithed not, becaufe. 


there fell wrath for it againft Ifrael, neither was. 
the number put in the account of the chroni- 
cles of king David. 25 { And over the king’s. 
treafures was Azmaveth the fon of Adiel: and 
over the ftore-houfes in the field, in the cities, 
and the-villages, and in the caftles, was Jeho- 
“nathan the fon of Uzziah: 26 And over*them 
‘that did the work of the field for tillage of the 
ground, was. Ezri the fon of Chelub. 27 And 
over the vineyards was Shimei the Ramathite : 
over the increafe of the vineyards for the wine- 
‘eellars, was Zabdi the Shiphmite. 28 And 


a 


+ , 


faid, (1.) That, when; David ordered. the people to be. num« 
bered, he forbade the numbering of thofe under twenty years: 
old, thinking thereby to fave the refle@tion, which what he did,. 


. might otherwife calt upon the promife, that they fhould be ir-- 


numerable ; yet it was but a poor falvo ; for thofe understwen- 
ty never. were ufed to be/numbered, and the promife of their 
numbers chiefly refpected the effective men. (2.) That that 
account which David took of the people in the pride of his 
heart, turred.to no good account;. for it was never. perfected, 
nor done with exaétnef$, nor was it ever recorded as an-au- 
thentic account: Joab:was fick of it, and did ‘it by the halves 5; 
David was.afhamed of it, and willing it fhould be forgotten,, 
becaufe there fell wrath for.it againit Ifrael. A good man: 


_ cannot, in the refle&tion, pleafe himfelf with that, which he: 


knows God is difpleafed with; cannot make ufe of that, nor: 
take comfort in that which is obtained’ by fim 
3. Of the officers;of the court. . 
_ Yf, The rulers of the king’s fubftance, as. they. are called,. 
ver. 31. fuch as had the overfight and charge of the king’s til _ 
Jage, his vineyards, his oliveyards, his herds, his camels, his» 
35, 


704 LE 
affes, his flocks. Here are no officers for ftate, none for fport, | 
no matter of the wardrobe, no mafter of the ceremonies, no / 
mafter of the horfe, no matter of the hounds, but all for fub- 
ftance, agreeable to the fimplicity and plainnefs of thofe times. _ 
David was a great foldier, a greatfcholar, and a great prince, | 
and yet a great hufband of his eftate, kept a great deal of | 
-ground in his own hand; and ftocked it, not for pleafure, but 
for profit ; for the king himfelf is ferved of the field, Ecclev. 
9» And thofe magiftrates that would have their fubjects in- 
duftrious, mutt be themfelves examples of induftry, and ap-— 
‘plication to bufinefs : however, afterwards, the poor of the 
land were thought good- enough to be vine-dreflers and buf- 
bandmer. Now David put his great men to prefide. in thefe 
employments. 
2dly, The attendants on the king’s. perfon. They were 
fach as were eminent for Wwifdom, being defigned for Con- 
verfe. His uncle, that was a wife man, and a f{cribe, not only — 
-well filled in politics, but well read in the fcriptures, was his 
counfellor, ver. 34. ‘Another, who, no doubt, excelled in 
learning and prudence, was tutor’to his children. Ahithophel, | 
a very cunning man, was his couiifellor : but Hufhai, an ho- 
neft man, was his companion and confident. ‘It'doth’ not ap- 
pear that he had many counfellors ; but thofe he had were. 
men of great’ abilities. Much of the wifdom of princes is feen 
in the choice of their miniftry. But David, though he had | 
all thefe trufty and well-beloved-cotfins and ‘counfellots about | 
him, preferred his bible before them all : Pfal. cxix.24.°Thy | 
teflimonies are my delight and my counfellors. bie 


re 


ie Cl Wp sour” ere 
‘The account we had of David’s exit in the beginning of the firft 
- book of Kings, does not make his fun near fo bright as this | 
here, in this and the following chapter, where we have his | 
folemn farewell both to his fon and his JSubjeds, and muft own } 
that he finifoed well. In this chapter we have, 1. Ad general . 
convention of the fates fummoned to meet, ver. 1. LU. A fo- 
lemn declaration of the divine entail both of the croton, and of . 

the honour of building the temple, upon Solomon, Vers 2y—7- | 
TIL. An exhortation both to the people, and to Solomon, to 
- make religion their bufinefs, ver. 8,—10., 1V, The model and I 
materials delivered to Solomon for the building: of the temple, | 
ver. 11,—19. V. Encouragement given him to undertake it; 

and proceed init, Ver. 20, 21% 4. 


"A ND David affembled all the princes of If. 
f\ rael,, the ,princes of the tribes, and the 
captains of the companies that minifired to the 

“king by courfe, and the captains over the thou- 

-'fands, and captains over the hundreds, and the 

_ftewards over all the fubftance and pofleffion of 
the king; and of his fons, with,the officers, and 

“with the mighty men,-and withall the valiant, 
men, unto Jerufalem. \ 2 Then David the'king’ 


‘ftood up upon his feet, ‘and faid, Hear me my 
} Pp ps i ; Wo i y 


brethren, and,,my people, 4s, for mes I had. in! | 


- mine heart to build.anshoufe ofvreft for the ark 
‘of the covenant of the Lorn, and for the foot-. 


“flool of our God, and had made ready for the} | 
building : 3 But God faid unto me, Thou fhalt |» 
not build an houfe for my name, becaufe thou, }%° 

“bat been a man of war, sand haft fhed blood. 


4 Howbeit, the Lorp God of -Hrael chofe me 


& 


CHRONICLES. 


ver Ifrael for ever! for he hath chofem Judah 
to be the rulers and of the hotfe of Judah, the | 
houfe of my father; and among the fons of my | 
father, hetiked me to make me king over all If- 
rael: sg And of all my fons (for the Lorp hath © 
given me, many fons) he hath chofen Solomon — 
my fon, to fit upon the throne of the kingdom — 
ofthe Lorp over. Ifrael. 6 And he faid unto 
me,'Solomon thy fon, he fhall build my hovufe | 
ahd my eoutts: fotl have chofen him to be my — 
fon, and J will be his father. 4 Moreover, I will 
eftablith his kingdom for ever, if he be conftant 
to do my commandments and my judgments, as 
at ‘this day! ©8 Now therefore, in the fight 

all Ifrael, the congtégation' of the Lorn, an 
the audience of qur fa 


sod, keep and feek 
the commandments of theLorp your God, tha 
ye may poflefs this good land, and lea yet 
‘an inheritance for yout children after 
ever,,, 9 f And thou, Solomon, my 

thow the God of thy father, and ferve hu 
a'perfe@ heart. and with a willmg 
the Lorp féarcheth all hearts, and 1 
eth all the imaginations of the thoug 
feek, him, he will be found. of th 
forfake him, he will caft thee off fo 
"Take ‘heed now, for the Lorp ‘hath’ 
to build’an houfe for the fandouaty. 
and do it. FG SE EAA S 5 F 


e: Galo 03 47 bead ee eee 
“A great deal of fervice David had dom pe 
forved hisgeneration according'to the ail of *Géd, Aas’ 


46008 Bur dow the tiie draws'nigh that.he tuft diey and, as. 
deype ofthe Son of David, the hearer he Comes to-his ends 
the Moré’ bufy he is, and doth his work ‘with’ kllchis mi 

He is now.a little recovered from that ill fit he had, ae ngs: 


‘.when they covered him with clothes,’ and he go 
but what cure is there for éld ape’? He theréfore imp 
‘recovery, as giving him an’ opportunity ‘of doing Gor 
Zou) ate ee eee Bo RA es ae Fs 
~ y.He fummions all the great meh to atten him, 

might take leave of them all togethers ver r? “Thu 
did, Deut. xxx. 28. and Jofhiua, Chap. xxiii: 2 
David would notidetlaid the fettleitieut of the ¢ 
the prefence, -and'to'the {arisfagtion of thofe that 
_prefentativ 8 of t Ne peG ples | a). 0 6a hate BS Git BG 
| 2He addreff-th himfelf to them, with a ; 
fect. nd’ ténder efs. He not only made a fh 
his, bed, to give thei the inceting, the oc putt 
Lies tS Min Boe He 18 SOU oP his chair, and food 
{pirits into - € role out of his cl air,’ a d flood 
verence:ta God, whofe Will he 

nce,to i8 folerin ; “of the 


ver. 1. in revetehce 
id in reverence to this folemin affembly 
if he loc ed Upon. imfelf, though y : 
His age and infirmities, as 
a 


‘and infirmities, as wel 
9 Bi. Pgs Waa geo 
Pi. un oe 


1$ Oe 
taf 


a 


ipa eine 


| Chap. KXVIIL. -  L CHRONICLES, 


\ whom he loved, his people, whom he took care of, not his fer- 
vants whom he had the command of. Hear me, my brethren, 
_ and my people, It becomes fuperiors thus to fpeak with affec- 
_ tion and condefcenfion, even to their inferiors, they will not be 
the lefs honoured for it, but the more loved. Thus he engages 
their attention to what he was about to fay. 
3. He declares the purpofe he had to build a temple for 
God, and Gods difallowing of that purpofe, ver. 2, 3. This 
“ he had fignified to Solomon before, chap. xxii. 7, 8. A houfe 
of reft for the ark is here faid to be a houfe of reft for the 
foot{tool of our God, for the heaven is his throne of glory; 
- the earth, and the moft magnificent temples that can be built 
upon it, is but his footftool. So much difference is there be- 
_ tween the manifeftations of the divine glory in the upper, and 


the lower world. Angels furround his throne, If. vi. 1. We, 


_ poor worms, do but worfhip at his footfool, Pfal. xcix. 5. 
- Xxxii- 7. As an evidence of the fincerity of his purpofe to 
build the temple, he tells them he had made ready for it, but 
_ God would not fuffer him to proceed, becaufe he had cut out 
_ ether work for him to do, which was enough for one man to 
do, viz. the managing of the wars of Ifrael ; he mutt ferve the 
public with the fword, another muft do it with the line and 
plummet. Times of reft are building times, Ads ix. 31. . 
4. He produceth his own title firft, and then Solomon’s to 
athe crown; both were undoubtedly jure divine. They could 
make, out fuch a title as no monarch on earth can, the Lord 
God of Ifrael chofe them both immediately, by prophecy, not 
providence, ver. 4, 5. No right of priniogeniture is pretended, 
_ detur digniori, not feniori. (1.) Judah was not the eldeft fon 
~ of Jacob, yet God chofe that tribe to be the ruling tribe, Ja- 
_ cob entailed the fceptre upon it, Gen. xlix. 10. (2.) It doth 
_ mot appear that the family of Jefle was the fenior houfe of that 
tribe ; from Judah it is certain it was not, for Shelah was be- 
fore Pharez; whether from Nahfhon and Salmon, is not cer- 
tain. .Ram, the father of Nahfhon, had an elder brother, 1 
Chron. it. 9. perhaps fo had Boaz, Obed, Jeffe, yet God chofe 
the honfe of my father. (3.) David was the youngelt fon of 
_ Jeffe, yet God liked him to make him king, fo it feemed good 
unto him. God takes whom he likes, and likes whom he makes 
_ like him, as he did David, a man after his own heart. (4.) 
Solomon was one of the youngeft fons of David, and yet 
God chofe him to fit upon the throne, becaufe he was the 
 fikelieft of them all to build the temple, the wifeft and belt in- 
clined. : . 
_.. 5. He opens to them God’s gracious purpofes concerning 
- Solomon, ver. 6, 7. f have chofen him to be my fon. 'Thus he 
“declares the decree, that the Lord had faid to Solomon, as a 
© type of Chrift, Tou art my fon, Pfal.ii. 7 the fon of my love 4 
for he was called Jedidiah, becaufe the Lord loved him, and 
Chrift is his beloved fon. Of him God faid, as a figure of him 
that was come, (1.) He fball build my houfe; Chrift is both 
the founder, and the foundation of the gofpel-temple. (2.) Z 
will cflablifh his bingdom for ever. This mult have its accom- 
plifhment in the kingdom of the Mefliah, which fhall continue 
in his hands through all the ages of time, Ifa. ix. 7. Luke 1. 
33. and fhall then be delivered up to God, even the Father, 
be yet, perhaps, to be delivered back to the Redeemer for ever. 
_ As to Solomon, this promife of the eftablifhment of his king- 
_ dom is here made conditional, Jf he be conftant to do my com- 
_ mandments, as at this day. Solomon was now very towardly 
and good, if he continue fo, his kingdom fhall continue, other- 
wife not. Note, If we be conftant to our duty. then, and not 
~ otherwife, we may expect the continuance of God’s favour. 


My this, if they be conftant, they are happy 3 perfeverance wears 
_ the crown, though it wins it aot. 
rhe >" ' 


ae Vot. I. 


a 
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6 He charges them to adhere ftedfaftly to God and their 
duty, ver. 8. Obferve, (1.) The matter of this charge: Keep 
and eek for all the commandments of the Lord your God. The 
Lord was their God, his commandments muft be their 
rule, they mut. have refpect to them all, muft make conf{ci- 
ence of keeping them, and, in order thereunto, mutt feek 
for them, 4. e. mult be inquifitive concerning -their’ duty, 
fearch the fcriptures, take advice, feck the law at. their 
mouth, whofe lips were to keep this knowledge, and pray 
to God to teach and dire@ them. God’s commandments 
will not be kept without great care. (2.) The folemnity 
of it. He chargeth them in the fight of all Tfrael, who 
would all have notice of this public charge, and in the au- 
dience of their God. God is witnefs, and this congregation 
is witnefs, that they have good counfel piven them, and. fair 
warning, if they do not take it, it is their faul:, and God 
and man will be witneffes againft them, See 1 Tim. vy. 21, 
2 Tim. iv. 1. Thofe that profefs religion, as they tender 
the favour of God, and their reputation with men, muft be 
faithful to their profeffion. (3.) The motive to obferve this 
charge ; it was the way to be happy to have the peaceable pof-' 
feflion of this good land themfelves, and to preferve the entail 
of it upon their children. ; 

7+ He concludes with a charge to Solomon himfelf, ver. 9 
10. ~ He is much concerned that he fhould be religious, He 
was to be a great man, but he mutt not think religion below 
him ; a wife man, and this will be his wifdom. Obferve, (1.) 
The charge he gives him. He mutt look upon God, as the 
God of his father, his good father, who had devoted him. to 
God, and educated him, for God.. He was born in God’s 
houfe, and therefore bound in duty to be his ; brought up in 
his houfe, and therefore bound in gratitude. Thine own friend, 
and thy father’s friend forfake not. He mutt ksow God, and 
ferve him; we cannot ferve God aright, if we do not know 
him ; andin vain do we know him, if we do not ferve him ° ferve 
him with heart and mind. We make nothing of religion if we do 
not mind it,and make heart-work of it; ferve him with a per- 


fect, i, ¢. an upright heart; for fincerity is opr gofpel-perfecion: — 


and with a willing mind, from a principle of Jove, and as a wil- 
ling people, chearfully, and with pleafure. (2.) The arguments 
to enforce this charge. Two arguments of general inducement. 
[1 ] That the fecrets of our fouls are open before God; he fearch- 
eth all hearts, even the hearts of kings, which to men are’ un- 


_fearchable, Prov. xxv. 3. We mutt- therefore be fincere, be- 


caufe, if we deal deceitfully, God fees it, and cannot beampo- 
fed upon ; mutt therefore employ our thoughts, and engage 
them in God’s fervice, becaufe he fully underftands all the i= 
Maginations of them, both good and bad. [2.] That we are 
happy or miferable here, and for ever, according as we do, or 
do not ferve God. If we feek him diligently, he will be found 
of us, and that is enough to make us happy, Heb. xi. 6. If we 
forfake him, defert his ‘fervice, and turn from following him, 
he will caft us off for ever, and that is enough to’make us mi- 
ferable.. Note, God never cafts any off, till they have firft caft 
him off. Here is one argument peculiar to Solomon: ver.10. 
Thou art to build an houfe for the fan@uary; therefore feek 
and ferve God, that that work may be done from a good prin- 
ciple, im a right manner, and may be accepted. (3.) The 
means prefcribed in order hereunto, and they are prefcribed to 
us all. [1.] Caution. Take heed; beware of every thing 
that looks like, or leads to that which is evil. [[2:] Courage. 
Be {trong and do it. We cannot do our work as we fhou'd, 
unlefs we.put on refolution, and fetch in ftrength from divine 
grace. : ‘ 


4U as Then 
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11 Then David gave to Solomon his fon the 
pattern of the porch, 


per chambers thereof, and of the inner parlours 
thereof, and of the place of the mercy-feat, 12 


"And the pattern of all that he had by the fpi- 
rit, of the courts of the houfe of the Lorp, and | 
of all the chambers round about, of the treafu- | 


ties of the houfe of God, and of the treafuries of 
the dedicate things. 
the priefts and the Levites, and for all the work 
of the fervice of the houfe of the Lorn, and for 
all the veffels of fervice in the houfe of the 
Lorp. 14 He gave of gold by weight, for 
things of gold, for all inftruments of all manner 
of fervice, fiver alfo for all inftruments of fil- 
yer, by weight, for all inftruments of every kind 
of fervice: 15 Even the weight for the candle- 


fticks of gold, and for their lamps of gold, by ‘| manded. | The pi lat models are here mentioned 5 
| porch, which was higher than thé reff, Yike’a‘ftéeple; “then'the 


weight for every candlettick, and for the lamps 
thereof: and for the candlefticks of filver by 
weight, both 


ry candleftick. 
for the tables of fhew-bread,for every table, and 
likewife filver for the tables of filver; 17 Alfo 
pure gold for the fle{h-hooks, and the bowls and 
the cups: and for the golden bafons, be gave 
gold by weight for every bafon; and Lkewi/e 
filver by weight for every bafon of filver: 18 
‘And for the altar of incenfe, refined gold by 
weight; and gold for the pattern of the chariot 
of the cherubims, that fpread out their wings, 


and covered the ark of the covenant of the: 


Lorp.' 19 All this, faid David, the Lorp made 
me underitand in writing by dis hand upon me, 
even all the works of this pattern. 20 And 
David faid to Solomon his fon, Be ftrong and of 
good. courage, and do it: fear not, nor be dif- 
mayed, for the Lorp God, even my God, will 
be with thee, he will not fail thee, nor forfake 


thee, until thou haft finifhed all the work for. 


the fervice of the houfe of the Lorp.. 21 And 
behold the courfes of the priefts and the Levites, 
even they fpall be with thee, fot all the fervice 


thee for all manner of workman fhip, every wil- 
ding fkilful man,for any manner of fervice: alfo 
the princes and all the people will be wholly at 
thy commandment. | | 


As for the general. charge that David gave his fon to feck 
God and ferve him, the book of the law was in that his only | to 
| T recommend thee ; he will be with thee, to ea oe; 


rule, and there needed no others but in building the temple, 
David, was now to. give him three things, 


L CHRONICLES. 


and of the houfes. there-: ing as neither he nor this architeéts ever faw. Mofes 


of, and of the treafurtes thereof, and of the up-— 
upon him, ver. 1.9», as given a 
the minitiry of an angel, or as clearly and exactly ng ey } 
to his mind, as if it had been in writing. But it is faid,, ver., 


of David’s devotion, or of “Solgmon’s. wifdom, muft not be — | 


ih A | 320 Bae # feo ‘ sd) AVE 
facced thing, abd a type of Chrift ; there mult be in it, not on- 


13 Alfo for the courfes of | 


and. therefore it mutt not be left. to man’s art or invention to: 


| the world for God’s glory and ours. ‘This pattern David gave 
| to Solomon, that he might know what to provide, and might 


| to build his gofpel-church, he gave them'an exaét 1 ode} of it, 
| ordering them to obferve that, and ue eb ae ‘He'tom-_ 


} houfes, both the holy place, peed dapat fooms* | 
: | ddtoinine, which were for treafurics, chambers ‘and parlours, i 
for the candleftick, and alfo for | clpecialf the place of the mercy-feat, ver, 11. Of Me “courts 
the lamps thereof, according to the ufe of eve- >, and th di 
16 And by weight he gave gold |} : vSietad) ae . 
ther things, the tabernacle which Mofes reared, ‘and all the u- 
| tenfils of it, which there was now no further occafion for, were 
| faid up heres fignifying, that in the fulnefs of time all the Mofaic | 
| ceconomy, all the rites and ceremonies of that difpenfation fhould 
| be decently laid afide, and fomething better come in their room. — 
| He gave him a table of the courfes of the priefts, patterns of | 
| the veffels of fervice ver, 13. and 4 pattern of the chariot of _ 
| the cherubims, ver. 18. 
| mercy-feat, there were two much larger, whofe wings reached ~ 


| Tikewile, and the chambers about them, in which the dedicate 


from wall to wall, 1 Kings vi. 23, Se, and of hefe David 
| here gave Solomon the pattern, called a chariot ; for the an- 
| gels are the chariots of God, Pfal. lxvin. 17. ‘ 


| than which nothing more pure and perfect. 


of the houfe of God, and there /pall be with | 
| dertaking. 


| thee, and thou mu{t look up to him in the firft place, ver. 
The Lord God, even my God, whom I have chofen and ferve 


a Fe ‘ 
ee } f r a 
1. A model of the building, becaufe it was to be fbeh abuild- a : 


had @ | 


attern of the tabernacle fhewed him ih the mount, Heb. viii, | 
5. fo had David of the temple, by the immediate hand of God » 


Tt was given him in writing, probably by 


12. He had this pattern by-the Tpinit. ‘The contrivance either — || 


i 


trufted to in an, affair of this nature, _ Phe, temple mutt bea . 


ly conyenience, but fignificancy 3 it was a kind of facramenty 


contrive it; but it muft be framed by divine inftitution. ‘Chrift, — 
the true temple, the church, the gofpel-temple, and heaven the 


everlalting temple, are all framed according to, the divine coun- 


| 


cils, and the plan laid in the divine wifdom, ordained before 


go by acertain tule. When Chriftleft wich his difciples acharge | 


manded, The particular models are here mentioned; of the | 


things were laid up. Bifhop Patrick fuppefeth; that among ot | 


-Befides the two. cherubims over the — 


a es 


2. Materials for the moft coftly of the utenfils of the temple. 
That they might not be made any lefS than the patterns, he 


| weighed out fluff enough for each veflel, both of gold and fil- 


ver, ver. 14. In the tabérnacle there was but one golden can= 
dleftick, in ‘the temple ten, 1 Kings vil. 49. befidgs filver ones, af 
which, it is fuppofed, were hand candlefticks, ver. 15. “Th the 
tabernacle there was but one table ; but in the temple, befid 
that on which the-fhew-bread was fet, there were ten other 
for other ufes, 2 Chron. iv. 8. befides filyer tables. For this, 
houfe being much larger than that, it would look bare if it hac 
not furniture proportionable. The gold for the altar of incenfe, 


| is particularly faid to be refined gold, ver..18. purer than eny 


of the reft: for that was typical of the interceffion of Chrift, — 
eae hn ee re 
| 


A 
A 


3. Direétions which way to look for help in this great un- 


” 


Fear not oppofition; fear not the charge, care and _ 


ope 
i 


| trouble, fear not mifcarrying in it, as in the cafe of Uzza; fear — 
| not the reproach, of the foolith builder, that began to build, and 


was not able to finifh. Be not difmayed, (t.) God will help 


who has all along been prefent with me, and ptofpered.me, and. 
to whom, from my own experience of his powerand goodnef&,. 


and profper thee ; he will not fail thee. nor forfake thee. Note 


-) 


‘. 


+ 
a 
_" 
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Chap. K XIX. 
"Phe God that owned our fathers, and carried them through 
the fervices of their day, if we be faithful to him, we may be 


fare ‘he will, in like manner go along with us in our day, 
and will never leave us, while he has any work to do in us, 


br by us. The fame that was Jothua’s encouragement, Jofh. - 


- i, 5. and Solomon’s here, is given to all believers, Heb. xiii; 
9. He will never leave thee, nor forfake thee. God never leaves 
any, unlefs they firft leave him. (2.) Good men will help 
thee, ver. 2r.. The priefts and Levites will advife thee, and 
thou mayeft*confult with them. Thou hatt good workmen, 
that are both willing and fkilful, and thofe are two very good 
properties in a workman, efpecially in thofe that work at the 


_ temple. And laftly, the princes and the people will be fo far 


ys 


‘ 
AS 
% 
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from oppofing, or retarding the work, that they will be wholly 
at thy command, every one in his place ready to further it. 
Then good work is likely to go on, wheh all parties concern- 
ed are hearty in it, and noue fecretly clog it, but drive ‘on Hear- 
tily in it. 5 
H AP. XXIX. 
he had to fay to Solomon. But he had 
Something more to fay to the cangregation before he parts with 
them, i. He preffeth them to contribute according so their abi- 
_ lity, towards the building and furnifbing of the temple, ver, 14 
- =5. LL. They made their prefents accordingly, very generouf- 
My vers 6—9. ILI. David : offered up folemn prayers and 
_ praifes to God upon that occafion, ver. 10,20, with facri- 


a Cc 
David had Jaid what 


Jjices, ver. 21. IV. Solomon. was hereupon inthroned with 


| great joy and magnificence, ver. 22,—25. V. David foon 
. after this finifbed his courfe, ver.26,—30. And it is hard to 


_ fay which frines brighter here, the fetting fun or the rifing fun. 


WUrtTHER More, David the king faid unto all 
ik the congregation, Solomon my fon, whom 
alone God hath chofen, is yet young and ten- 


der, and the work és great: for the palaces not 1 Bute to the carrying of it on. . The palace to be built was not 


| for man, but for the Lord God ; and the more was contribu- 


for man, but for the Lory God; 2 Now Ihave 
pepe’ with all my might for the houfe of my 
God, the gold for things to be made of gold, and 
the filver for things of filver; and the brafs for 
things of brafs, the iron for things of iron, and 


-marble-ftones in abundance. . 3 Moreover, be- 
_caule I have fet my affeGtion to the houfe of my 


_ God, I have of mine own proper good, of gold 
and filver, which 1 have given to the houfe of — 


my God, ,over and above all that I have 


mys" ; Pipes 
red for the holy houfe, 


- 4 Liven three thoufand 


talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and feven — 
thoufand talents of refined filver, to overlay the _ 
the walls of the houfes witha/: 5 The gold for | 
things of gold, and the filver for chings of filver, — 


‘and tor all.manner of work to be made by the 


hands of artificers»’ And who then is willing to _ 
 confecrate his fervice this’ day unto the Lorp? 
04 Then the chief of the fathers and princes of | 
the. tribes of iifrael, and the. captains of thou- 
__fands, and of hundreds, with the rulers over the 


king’s work, offered willingly, 


7 And gave for 
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the fervice of the ‘houfe of God, of gold, five: 
thoufand talents, and ten thoufand drams 3 and 
of filver, ten thoufand talents 3 and of brafs, 
eighteen thoufand talents; and one hundred 
thoufand talents of iron. 8 And they with 
whom precious ttones were found, gave them to 
the treafure of the houfe of the Lorn, by the hand 
of Jehiel the Gerfhonite. 9 Then the people re- 
Joiced, for that they offered willingly, becaufe 
with perfec heart they offered willingly to the 
Lorp: and David the king alfo rejoiced with 
great joy. 

We may here obferve, 

1. How handfomely David {poke to the great men of Ifrael, 
to engage them to contribute towards the building of the tent- 
ple. It is our duty to provoke cae another to love and to da 
good works not only to do good ourfélves, but to draw In o- 
thers to do good too as much as we can. There were many 
very rich men in Ifrael, they were all to fhare in thé benefit of 
the temple, and of thofe peaceable days which were to befriend 
the building of it; and therefore, though he would not impofe ° 
it on them asa tax, what they fhould giye towards it, he would 
propofe it to them, as a fair occafion for a free will-offering ; 
becaufe what is done in works of piety and charity, fhould be 
done willingly, and not by conftraint ; for God loves a chears 
ful piver. : 

aft, He would have them confider, that Solomon was young 
and tender, and needed help; but he was the perfon whom 
God had chofen to this work, and therefore was well worthy 
their affiftance. It is good fervice to encourage thofe in the 
work of God, that are as yet young and tender. 

2dly, That the work was great, and all hands fhould contria 


ted towards the building, the more magnificent it would be; 
and therefore would the better anfwer the intention. ; 

3dly, He tells them what great preparations had been made 
for this work. He did not intend to throw all the burden up- 


45 } on them, nor that it fhould be built-wholly by contributions ; ° 
wood for things of wood; onyx-ftones, and — y ? 


Jtones to be fet, gliftering ftones, and of divers 
colours, and all manner of precious ftones, and | 


but that they fhould fhew their good will, by adding to what was 
done, ver. 2. J have prepared with all my might, i.e. I have 
made it my bufinefs. Work for God mutt be done with al 
our might, or we fliall bring nothing to pafs in it. ; 
4thly, He fets them a good example. | Befides what was de- 


| dicated to this fervice out of the {poils and prefents of the neigh- 


bour-nations, which was for the building of the houle; of which 
before, chap. xxii. 14.3 he had, out of his own fhare, offered 
largely for the beautifying and enriching of it, three thoufand 
talents of gold, and feven thoufand. talents of filver, VE, Ay 5.5 
and this becaufe he had fet his affection to the: houfe of his 
God. He gave all this, not as Papifts build churches in com- 


mutation of penance, or to make atonement for fin; poras . - 


Pharifees gave alms, to be feen of men; but purely becauife he- 
loved the habitation of God’s houfe ; fo.he profeffed, Pfal, 
xxvi. 8. and here he proved it- Thofe that fet thetr affe@ion 
upon the fervice of God, will think no pains’ or coft too much 
to beftow upon it. And then our offerings are pleafing to 
God, when they come from love. They that fet, their affecs | 
tion on things above, will fet their affection on the houfe of 

God, through which’ our ‘way to heaven lies. Now this he 


Yee (y . 
‘gives them an account‘of, to ftir them up to do likewife. Note, 


Thofe who would draw othefs to that which is’ good), mult 


tead themfelyes. 'Thofe-efpeetallythat are advanced»above 0+. 
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thers in place and dignity, fhould efpecially contrive how to 
make their light fhine before men, becaufe the influence of 
their example is more powerful and more extenfive than that of 
~ other. people. 

sihly, vie ftirs them up to do as he had done, ver. 5. And 
awho then is willing to confecrate his fervice this day unto the 
Lord? (1.) We mult-each of us in our feveral places ferve 
the Lord, and confecrate our fervice to him, feparate at from 
other things that are foreign, and interfere with it, and direct 
and defign it for the honour and glory of God. (2.) We muft 
make the fervice of God our bufinefs ; mutt fill our hands to 
the Lord, fo the Hebrew phrafe is. They that engage them- 
felves in the fervice of God, will have their hands full ; there 
is work enough for the whole man in that fervice. The filling 
of our hands with the fervice of God, intimates, that we mult 
ferve him only, ferve him liberally, and ferve him in the ftrength 
of grace derived from him. _ (3.) We mult be free herein, do 
it, willingly.and {peedily, do it this day, when we are ‘in a good’ 
mind. Who is willing ?. Now let him fhew it. 

2. How handfoinely they all, contributed towards the build- 
ing of the temple, when they, were thus ftirred up to it. Tho” 
they were perfuaded to its yet it is faid they offered awillingl); 
ver, 6, So he faith, who, knew their hearts. 

“fered with a perfeé heart, from a good principle, and with a 
fincere refpe& to the glory of God, ver. 9- ‘How generous 
they were, appears by the fum.total of the contributions, ver. 
7,8. ‘They gave like themfelves, like princes, like princes of 
Iftael. Anda pleafant day’s work it was: For, (1-) The 
people rejoiced. Which may be meant of the-people them- 
felves that offered: they were glad of the opportunity ‘of ho- 
nouring God thus with their fubftance, and glad of the profpect 
of bringing this good work to perfection. Or the commen peo- 
ple rejoiced in the generofity of their princes, that they had 
fach rulers over them, who were forward to this good work. 
Every Ifraelite is glad to fee temple-work carried on with vi- 
gour. (2.) David rejoiced with great joy, to fee the good ef- 
feét of his pfalms, and other helps of devotion he had furnifh- 
ed them with ; rejoiced that his fon and fucceffor would have 
thofe about him that were fo well affected to the houfe of God, 
and that this work, which his heart was fo much fet upon, was 
likely to go on. Note, Itis a great reviving to good men, 
when they are leaving the world, to {ee thofe they leave behind 
gealous’for religion, and likely to keep it up, Lord, now Jette 
thou thy fervant depart in peace. i : 


10 ¢ Wherefore David blefled the Lorp be- 
fore all the congregation: and David faid, Blef- 
fed be thou, Lorp God of Irael our father, for 
ever and ever. 11 Thine, O Lorn, zs the great- 
nefs, and the power, and the glory, and the vic- 
tory, aud the majefty: for all that zs in the hea- 
ven, and inthe earth, 7s thine; thine 7s the 
kingdom,O Lorn, and thou art exalted as head 
above all. -12 Both riches and honour come of 


thee, and thou reigneft over all, and in thine’ 
hand is power and might, and in thine hand z¢ 


is to make great, and to give ftrength unto all. 
13 Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and 
praife thy glorious name. 14 But who am I, 
and what zs my people, that we fhould be able 
to offer fo willingly'after this fort? for all things 
-gome of thee, and of thine own have we given 


CHRONICLES. 


thou trieft the heart, and. haft, pleafure in up- — 


-_rael, our fathers, Keep this for'ever im the ima- a 


keep thy commandments, thy teftimonies and | 
Nay, they of! _ th ites 
build the palace, for the which I ‘have made sil 


_ gregation, Now blefs the Lorp. your God. _ And | 


- thoufand rams, avd a thoufand lambs, with their 


all Ifrael: 22 And did eat and drink before — 


} well becomes aged faints, and dying faints, to have their hearts 


_ on 
thee. 15 For we afe flranifers before thee,and 
fojourners, as were all our fathers: our days on 
the earth are as a fhadow, and there is none 3- — 
biding. 16 O Lorp our God, all this ftore that. — 
we-have prepared to’ build thee an houfe for 

thine holy name, cometh of thine hand, and is © 
all thine own. 171 know alfo, my God, that — 


Path 
- 
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ne 
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rightnefs. As for me, i the uptightnefs of mine 
heart I have willingly offered all thefe things? — 
and now have I feen with joy thy people which a 
are prefent here, to offer willingly unto thee, — 
18 O Lorp God of Abraham}, Ifaac, and. of If 4 


gination of the thoughts of the heart of thy peo 4 


-ple, and prepare their heart unto thee. rgAnd 


give unto Solomon my.fon.a perfect heart, to | 


thy flattites, and to do-all cheferthingsy andta 


b 


. x 7 Oe eee La | Oi batts ‘ 
provifion. 20% And David faid to all the con= — | 


all the congregation blefled the Lorp God. of | 
their fathers, and bowed down their heads, and 
worfhipped the Lorp and the king. 21 And — 
they facrificed facrifices. unto the Lorn, and of. 
fered burnt-offeririgs unto the Lorp on the mor- 
row after that day, even a thoufand  bullocks, a ~ 


] 
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drink-offerings, and facrifices in abundance for a 


the Lorp on that day with great gladnefs, and — 
they made Solomon the fon of Dayid king the 
fecond time, and anointed bim unto the Lorn 
to be the chief governor, and Zadok to be prielt. 
We have here, . $y 2p ss pies oa 
1. The folemn addrefs which David made to God upon: 
occafion of the noble fab{criptions of the princes, towards the 
building of the temple: ver. 10. Wherefore David blefed t 
Lord, not only alone in his clofet, but, defore all the congres : 
tion. Vhis 1 expected when we read, ver. 9. that David 
joiced with great soy ¢for fuch a devout man,as.he,, would 
queftion, make that the matter of his thankfgiving, which 
fo much the matter of his rejoicing. He that looked. 
with comfort, would certainly look up with praife. D: 
was now-old, and looked upon himfelf as near his end; and it 


mach enlarged in praife and thank(giving. | ‘This will fil 
their complaints of their bodily infirmities, and help to n 
the profpetts of death itfelflefs.. David's pfalms, towards 
latier end of the book, are moft of them pfalms of praife. ’ 
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rs *idproperly ‘praifing ‘Grd. x ith holy. atone severence, and ‘a- 


-grecable affection, acknowk dging, (1.) His infinite perfec- 


tions ; not only that he is great, powerful, glorious, &c. but 
that, his ‘is the greatnefs, power) and plory, 4. ¢. h@ has them in 


i 
5 


himfelf;' he ‘is the fountain and: cette) of every, thing 
that is buight and bieffed. All -thatwe can,, in,our moft ex- 
alted,praifes, attribute to him, he has an unqueltionable title to, 
His is the'greatnefs, his, sreatnefs is immenfe, and incompre- 

~ fienfible’; and all’ Greate We Are poching in’éomparifon of 
him. ‘His? isthe’ “powers! and it is almighty aid irrefi{tible ; 


. power belongs to himyand all the power ofval} the creatures is 


__ derived from him, and depends upon him. ...His,is the glory 5 
_ for his glory is his own end, and the end, of the whole creation. 
All the glory we'can give him with our hearts, lips,’ and lives, 


comes infinitely thort of What!is ‘his due? UAlis is the-vidtory:: 


; 


- he ‘ranfeends and farpaffeth’ all abdhis able: to. conquer and) fub- 


duevall things) to -himfelf; and: his-victories-are. unconteltible, 


»* ancontrollable. And his is the majefty, real and perfonal ; 


Ps 


~ notice of, and join.in, that.they might not think they had me- | 


/ 


; pes is terrible majefty, inexprefhble, and unconccivable. 
- (2.) His fovereign dominion; as rightful owner’ and poffeffor 
of all, All that is inthe heaven and in the earth is thine, and’ at 


thy difpofe, by the! indifputable right) of ‘creation y and as: fu 


preme ruler jand: commander of alli; Thine is the bingdom, and 
‘all, kings are.thy fubjects);. for thou art head, and art;to be eX- 
alted and 1 jorfhipped as head above ‘all. (3). His’ univerfal 
salachee Undliyshe “AW that aré' rich and honourable a+ 
‘mong the children ‘of men,have their riches and honours ‘from 
Gods): ‘Thistacknowledgment he would have the princes. take 


' sited, any thing At God , by their gory for from God 
- ‘they had their riches and | 
ed to -hini, Was but a’ finial? part of what they ‘had iréceived ‘froni: | 


es and honour 3 “and what they ‘had ‘return 


_ hint.” Whoever. are great among men, it is God’s band that 
makes them fo; and whatever ftrength we have, it is God 


- that-gives it. us, as the Ged of Ifrael our father, ver. 10, Pfal. 
© Axviil. 35.0 ahs BLO BR os cy 
“Gy 2dly, He acknowledgeth with thankfulnefs the grace of 


God enabling them to contribute fo. chearfully towards the 


building of the temple: ver.i13, 14.. Now therefore our God 


7. 


"ue thank thee. Note, The more we do for God, the more ~ 


- ‘were indebted to him, for the honour of being employed in 


¢ 


his fervice, and grace enabling us in any meafure to ferve him. | 


\ Doth he therefore thank that fervant? Luke xvii..9. \No: 


but that fervant has a great deal of reafon to thank him. He 


- thanks God that they were able to afer’ fo. willingly. : Note, 


1.) Itis a great inftance of the, power of God’s grace in us, 


~ to be able to do the work of God willingly. He works oth 


* go will and to do and it is inthe day of his power. that his 
people are’made: willing, “Pfalcx. 3. (2..) We muft give 
‘God all the glory of all.the good that is at any time done by 


~ ourfelves ox others. Our own good works muft not be the 


- (4.) For himfelf, and thofe. that joined wit 


_+.tice of them, and do fo much for. them :, ver..14. Who am I, 


"matter of our pride, nor others good. works the matter of oun 


flattery, but both the matter of our praife;, for certainly it is — 


’ the greateft honour and pleafure in the world, faithfully to 
ferve Gods 8 0) | 


the offerings they had now prefented to God. . ) 
ied with them, though 
they were princes, he admired that God fhould take fuch no- 


~ and what is my people? David-was.the moft honourable. per- 
fon, and Ifrael the moft honourable people then in the worlds 
~ lyet thus doth he fpeak of himfelf and them; as unworthy, the 
~ Aivine cognizance and favour.. David now looks very great, 


_ *prefiding in an augutt affembly, appointing his fucceflor, and. 
~ making a noble prefent to the honour: of God ; and: yet litle. 
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mon, that both might hold on, as they began. 
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and low, in his own eyes; Whe am. J, O Lord? for, ver. tk. 

We are jirangers before thee, and fojourners, poor defpicable 
creatures. Angels in heaven are at home there, faints on 
earth are bur ftrangers here: Our days on the earth are as @ 
JSeadow. David’s days had as much of fubftance in them as 
‘moft mens; for he was a great. man, a good man, avfeful man, 
‘and now aa old man; one that lived long, and lived to good 
-purpofe : and yet puts himfelf not only into the number, but 


| in the front of thofe who muft acknowledge, that their days on 


the earth are as a foadow; which {peaks our life a vain life, a 


| dark life, a tranfient: life, and a life that will have its period 


either in perfeé light, or perfect darknefs. The next words! 
explain it, there is no abiding, Heb. no expectation. We can-’ 
not €xpect any great maytsss from it, nor can we expect any 
long continuance of it. ‘This is mentioned. here, as that whicly- 


- forbids us to boaft of the fervice we do to God: alas! it is 
confined to a fcantling of time, it is the fervice of a frail and’ 
| fhort life, and therefore what can we pretend to merit by it! 


(2.) As to their offerings, Lord, faith he, of thine own have 
we given thee, yer. 14. and again, ver. 16. Zé. cometh of thine 
hand, and is all thine own. We have it from thee; as a free 


_ gift, and therefore are bound to ufe it for thee; and. what we 
| prefent to thee is but rent or intereft from thine own. In 


ix 


f ledge God in: all {piritwal. things, referring’ every” good 
| “ thought, good purpofe, good work, to his grace, from whom 


“ we receive it.” Let him that glories therefore, glory in the 


| Lord. 


-(3-)He appeals to God concerning his own fincerity in what. 


he did, ver. 17. It is a great fatisfaétion to a good man, to’ 
think that God fries the heart, and has plea/ure in uprightne/s 5 


that whoever. mifinterpret or contemn it, he is acquainted with, 
and approyes, of the way. of the righteous. 1t was David’s 
comfort, that God knew with what pleafures he both offered 


|} his own, and. faw the people’s offering. He was neither proud: 
| of his own good work, nor envious of the good works of o--_ 
| thers. . 


-(4-) He prays to: God both for the people and for Solo-- 
In this prayer 
he addreffeth. himfelf to. God as the God of Abraham, -Lfaac, 
and “Jacob, a God in covenant with them, and with us for 
their fakes. Lord, give us grace to make good our part of 


\ the covenant, that we may not forfeit the benefit of it. Or 
| thas: They were kept in their integrity by the grace of God 


eftablifhing their way;, let. the fame grace that was fufficient 
for them be, fo for us. [1..) For the poor people he prays, ver. 
18. that. what good God had put into their-minds, he would 


. always keep there, that they might-never be worle: than they 


were now 5. might never. lofe the convictions they, were now 
under, nor. cool in their affections to the howfe of God; but- 


' always-to-have the fame thoughts of things they now feemed to. 


have. It is of great confequence to us whatiis innermolt, and! 
what uppermoft; in the imagination. of the thoughts of our 
heart ; what we aim at,.and-what we love-to think: of. Ifany 


as bsas each 230 | |- good have got pofleflion of our, hearts, or the hearts of our 
_ gdly, He Speaks very humbly of himfelf, and his people, and 


friends, it-is:good by prayer.to-comant the cultody of it to the 


grace of. Gods: Lord, keep it there, keep it for ever there. -- 


David has prepared materials for:the temple; but, ‘Lord, do 
thou prepare their hearts for fuch a. privilege ; efab/i/h their 
hearts, fo the, margin.. Confirm: their refolutions ;. they are inu 
a good mind, keep them fo, when. I:am gone, them.and theirs 


» for ever. .[2-], For Solomon he prays, ver..19. Give him ax 
perfect heart, He had charged him, chap. xxviii. 9;. to ferve: 


God with a perfect ‘hear! now-here he prays to God. to pive 
him fuch a heart. ‘He dotli not pray, Lord, make him a rich= 


" wpan, a great man, a learned man, ; but,. .Lord,, make him an» 


honelk= 


* like manner, (faith Bifhop Patrick) “we ought to acknow- . 
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t 
honeft man ; for that is better than all. Lord, give dim 4 


per fed heart, not only in general, to keep ihy commandments, but 
‘in particular, to build the palace, that he may do that fervice | 


with a fingle eve. Yet his building the houfe would not prove 


him to have a perfe&t heart, unlefs he made confcience of | 
keeping God’s commandments. _ 
churches that will fave us, if we live in difobedience to God’s 


It is not helping to build 


law. 


great folemnity. 

1f, They joined_-with David in ‘the adoration of God. 
When he had done his prayer, he called to them to teftify 
their concutrence ; (Now &le/s the Lord your God, ver. 20) 3 


‘which accordingly they did, by owing down their heats, a 


gefture of adoration. Whoever is the mouth of the congre- 


gation, thofe only have the benefit who join with him, not by . 


bowing down the head, {o much as by lifting up the foul. 
2dly, They paid their refpeéts to the king, looking upon him 


as an inftrument in God’s hand of much good to them; and — é | : 
| were divine! Urim and prophets were the ptivy counfellors of — 


4n honouring him, they honoured God.. 


3dly, The next day they offered abundance of facrifices to 
God, ver. 21. both burnt offerings, which wete wholly con- _ 
fumed, and peace-offerings, which the offerer had the greateft 
part of to himfelf. Hereby they teftified a generous gratitude | 
to God for the good pofture their public affairs were im, tho’ . 


David was going off. . ; 
4thly, They feafted and rejoiced before God, yer. 22. In 


token of their joy in God, and communion with him, they | 
feafted upon their peace-offerings, in a religious manner before © 


the oord. What had been offered to God, they fealted up- 
on; by which was intimated to them, that they fhould be ne- 
ver the poorer for their late liberal contributions to the fervice 


of the temple, they themfelves fhould feaft upon the comfort | 
~of it. ; Sibel 
_ sthly, They made Solomon king the fecondtime. He ha- | 


ving been before anointed in hafte, upon occafion of Adoni- 


jah’s rebellion, it was thought fit to repeat it, for the greater | 


fatisfaction of the people. They anointed shim 16 the Lord. 


Magiftrates muft look upon themfelves ds fet apart for God, to. 


be his minifters, and muft rule accordingly in the fear of God. 
Zadok alfo was anointed to be prieft, in the room:of Abiathar, 
who had lately forfeited his honour. 
rael, under fuch a prince and fuch a pontiff. 


23 Then Solomon fat on the throne of the 


Lord as king inftead of David his father, and 
profpered, and all Ifrael obeyed him. 24 And | 
all'the princes and the mighty men, and_all the 
fous likewife of king David fubmitted them- | 
felyes unto ‘Solomon the king. 25 And the — 


Lorn magnified Solomon exceedingly in the 
ficht of all Ifrael, and beftowed upon him .fuch 


royal majeéfty. as had not been ow any king’ be- _ 
fore ‘Him in }frael. 26° Thus: David the fon | 
27 And the « 
time that he reigned over Ifrael, was forty 
years; feven years reighed he in. Hebron, and | 
thirty and three years reigned he in Jerufalem. | 
28 And he died in a'good:old age, full of days, | withthe 

| honoured both of God and:man. He had be 


of “Jeffe’ reigned over ‘all Ifrael, 


riches, and honour: and Solomon his fon reign- 


ed in his ftéad:' 29 Now the a@s of David the | 
king, firft and laft, behold, they ave written. in 
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2. The cheatful conentrence of this great aflembly in this 


| profpered. 


‘the fons of David, though by feniority their title to the crow 


- to him. God inclined their heatts to do fo, that his reign mi 


| long delay, and by many and flow fteps. . David had more. . 
_ faith, and therefore had it more tried. They /ubmitied them-~ + 


Happy att thou, O If | 


| Deborah, Gideon, Eli, Samuel, and Saul; who were befor 
| him, ‘and Solomon after him. ~ y a‘ 


| preferved through all the dangers of a military life, liged : 
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the book of Samuel the feer, and in the book of | 
Nathan the prophet, and in the book of Gad | 
the feer, 30 With all his reign and his might, | 
and the times that went over him, and over 
Ifrael, and over all the kingdoms of the coun- | 
tries, - Recs 
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Thefe verfes bring king Solomon to his throne, and king || 
David to his grave. Thus the rifing generation thrufts out _ || 
that which went before, and faith, Make room for us. Every — 
one has his day. a 
_ Here is Solomon rifing, ver. 33. So/omon fat.on the throne of |) 
the Lord. Not his throne which he prepared in the heavens, — 
bat the throne of Ifrael is called the throne of the Lord, becaufe 
he is not only king of all nations, and all kings rule under him, — 
but was ina peculiar manner King of Lfrael, 1 Sam. xii. 12. — 
He had the founding, he had the filling of their throne, by — 
immediate direction, The municipal laws of their kingdom — 


theit princes, therefore is theit throne called the throne of the 
Lord. Solomon's kingdom typified the kingdom of the Mef= _ 
fiah, and ‘his is indeed the throne of the Lord; for the Father | 
judgeth no man, but hath committed. all judgement to, hina 
hence he calls him Ais King, Pfal. ii. 8. Being fet on the © 
throne of the Lord, the throne to which God called him, he — 
They that follow the divine conduét, may expect — 
fuccefs by the divine blefling. Solomon profpered; for, 

1, His people paid honour to him, as one to whom honour — 
is due. d/l dfrael obeyed him, i e. were! Teady to fwear alle. _ 
giance to him, ver. 23. the princes and mighty men, and even 


was ptior to his, and they right think themfelves wronged by 
his advancement ; yet becaufe God thought fit to. make him 
king, and made him fit to be fo, they all /ubmitted themfelocs 


from the firft be’ peaceable. His father was-a better Tagen: 
he, and yet came to the ‘crown with much difficulty; after ~ 


felves, Heb. They gave the hand under Solonion, i. e. bound 
themfelves by oath to be true to him. Putting the hand uns. — 
der the thigh, was a ceremony anciently ufed in fwearing ; 6ry 
they wete fo entirely devoted, that they would pet their hand 
under his feet toferve him. 24 Beh ead oe 
2dly, God put honour upon him; for thefe that ih 
him, he will honour: The Lord magnified Solomon evsceec 
dy, ver. 25. His very countenance and prefence, I am. pt 
to think, had fomething in them very ercat atid awful : < 
faid, and all ‘he did, commanded /refpect. _Nonevof all 


judges or Kings of Tfrael, his predeceffors, thade duch a- 


3 


aas-he did, nor lived in fuch {plendor, — ak 

_ 2. Here.is David's fetting ; that great man going of t 
ftage. The hiftorian here brings him to the end of ‘his 
leaves him afleep, and draws the cuttains about him. \ is! shee 
af, He gives.a fommary account of the years of his ‘rei ; 
ver. 26,27. He reigned forty years, as Mofes did, Oth 


| adly, He gives a‘fhortaccount*of shis: death, vexiealis hat 
he died fall of daysyrichet; and honour; that 18, (4.) Ta 

He was very old: and very rich, 
from his‘youth, and as fuch had his foul’ c 
hand3 yet he was not cut off in the midft of his days, - 
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_ good old age, and died in peace, died in his bed, and yet in , - his reader to the hiftories or yecords of thofe umes, which 

the bed of honour... (2.) Satiated with them. He was full | were written by Samuel-while be lived, and, continued after 

of days, riches, and Aonoui, i- ¢. be had'enough of this world, {| his death by Nathan and Gad, ver. 29. ‘There was related 

and of the riches and honours’ of it; and knew when he had what was obfervable in his government at home, and his wars 

~ enough 5 for he was-very ‘willing to die and leave it, having | abroad, the times, 7. e. the events of time that was concerning 
faid, Pfal. xlix. 15. God fhall receive me; and Pfal. xxiii, 5. | -him, ver. 29, 30. Thefe regifters were then in being, butare 
Thow art with me. A good man will fbon be ‘full of days, | now loft. Note, Good ule may be made of thofe hiftories of 
riches, and honour ; but will never be fatisfied with them ; no the church which are authentic, though not.facred, or of di- 

_ fatisfation but in, God's loving kindnefs.  _ ae vine infpiration. 

3+ For.a fuller account, of David's life and reign, he remits Z 
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‘This book begins with the reign of Solomon, and the building of the temple, and theneeforward Fe = 

continues the hiftory of the kings of Judah to the captivity ; and fo. concludes with the fall of a* ; 

that illuftrious monarchy, and the deftruction of the temple. That monarchy of the houfe of ge 

: David, as it was prior in time, fo it was fuperior in worth and dignity to all thofe four celebrated. - 

- ones which Nebuchadnezzar dreamed of. The Babylonian monarchy I reckon-to begin in Ne- 3 

 puchadnezzar himfelf: Thou art that bead of gold, that lafted but about feventy years; the 
” Perfian monarchy in feveral families, about one hundred and thirty ; the Grecian in their feve- — om 

ral branches about three hundred ; and three hundred more went far with the Roman ; but as» an 

.. Treckon David a greater hero than any of the founders of thofe monarchies, and Solomon a. — |; 

" » more magnificent prince than any of thofe that were the glories of them, fo the fucceflion was : 

kept up in a lineal defcent throughout the whole monarchy, which continued confiderable be- 

- tween:four and five hundred years: and, after a long eclipfe, fhone forth again in the kingdom. 
of the Meffiah, of the increafe of whofe government and peace there /ball be no end. This hif- | 
“tory of the Jewifh monarchy, as it is more authentic, fo it is more entertaining and more In- 
__ ftruétive than the hiftories of any of thofe monarchies. We had’ the ftory of the houfe of Da~ F 
_ vid before in the firft and fecond books of Kings, intermixed with that of the ‘kings'of Ifrael,, ~  * * 
_, which there took more room than-that of Judah; but here we have it intire. Much ts repeated - » 

’- here which we had before, yet many of the paflages of the ftory are enlarged upon, and divers. a 

added, which we had not before, efpecially relating to the affairs of religion ; forit is a church- P 

_hiftory, and it is written for our learning, to let nations and families. know that then and then. . . 

only they can expect to profper, when they keep in the way of their duty to God ; for all along. 

_ the good kings profpered, and the.wicked kings fuffered. The peaceable reign of Solomon we: 

 Yhavye, ‘chap. i.—ix..;, the blemifhed reign of Rehoboain, chap. x,—Xil. the (hort but bufy reign. - | 

_. of Abijah, chap. xiii. the long and happy reign of Ala, chap. Xiv.—xvi. the pious and ie ee : 

mi": ? gous. - 
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that defpife me, fhall be'lightly eftcemed. The learned. Mr Whitton, in his chronology; fuggefts, 
that the hiftorical books which were written after the captivity, v7z. the! two ‘books of 'Chro- | 
nicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah, have more miftakes in names and numbers than all the books of 


the Old Teftament befides, through the carelefinefs of tran{cribers::, but though that fhould be | 


allowed, the: things are. fo»very minute, that we may be confident, The foundation of God 


ftands fure' notwithftanding. 


CHA Ps I. (i 
dIn-the.clofe of the foregoing book we read how Géd magnified 


Solomon, and Ifracl obeyed bim ;.God-and lfrael concurred — 


to honour bim. Now here we have.an account, 1. How 
he honoured God by facrifice, vet. 1,6. and by prayer, 


ver.\7,—-12. El, How be honoured Tfrael, by increajfing 


their firength, -wealih, and trade, Vero13y—P 7.) 


ft ND Solomon, the fon of David, was 
ftrengthened in his kingdom, and the 


Lorn his God was with him, and magnified him 


exceedingly. 2 Fhen Solomon fpake unto all 
Ifrael, to the captains of thoufands‘and of hun- 
dreds, and to the judges, and to every governor 
in all Ifrael, the chief of the fathers. 3 So So- 
lomon, and all the congregation with him, went 
‘to the high place that was at Gibeon, for there 
was the tabernacle of the congregation of God, 


which Mofes the fervant of the Lorp had made © 
4 But the. ark of:God-had ° 
David brought’up from Kirjath-jearim, to’ the — 
place which David had prepared for it: for He — 
had pitched. a. tent for it at, Jerufalem. 5. 


in the wildernefs. 


Moreover, the brazen..altar that. Bezaleel the 


fon of Uri, the fon of Hur had made, he put — 
before the tabernacle’ of the Lorb ‘and Solo- © 


mon and the congregation fought unto it. 6 
And Solomon, went up ‘thither to,the brazen 


altar. before the Lorp, which was.at the taber- 


nacle of the congregation, and offered a thou- 


. fand burnt-offerings upon it. 7 q In that night | Well belto thofe that 
did God appear unto Solomon, and faid unto | God, and the promoting « 


him, Alk what | fhall give thee...8 And Solo. 
mon faid unto God, Thou haft ifhewed great 


merey unto David my father, and’ haft made 
‘ me to reign in his ftead. 9 Now, O Lorp God, 
Jet thy promife unto David my. father be efta- 


blithed ;. for thou haft. made me: king.over a 


people, like the-duft of the earth in multitude. 


10.Give me now wifdoin and knowledge, that 


£ 


\ 


rodt tthinow isn VE <2: 


Jans. gosh 
iti-e1 todt Des sv Atsour ainda: swe AL~ oon air omnes 
I may-go out and come-in: before this people 
for who can judge this thy people, chat zs fo 
great? 11 And God faid to Solomon, Becaufe 
this was in thine heart, and thou haft not afked 
riches, wealth, or honour,: nor the life of thine 


haft afked wifdom ‘and knowledge for thyfelf, 
that thou mayeft judge my people, over whom 


| ‘I have made thee king..,.12 Wifdom and know- — 
ledge zs granted unto thee,-and1-willigive thee — 
riches, and wealth, and honour, fuch as none if 


‘of the kings have had’ that “have been del 


like. 
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phet, a pfalmift, and he kept mottly to the ark ; 
having read much in his Bible concerning th 
Mofes built,. and the altars there, paid 
than it fhould feem. David had done. 

neither be cenfured, If the f 
to one in{tance of religion, 
let them not judge or defpife one 
re All his great men mutt th 
mult join with him in worfhippi 
captains and judges, the gover 
~_go with him to Gibeon, “ver. 
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enemies, neither yet haft afked long life ;~but. 
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baosl, aatish yo else ba igdo ad? yeh 

rae 8 hough. 

m, he Se % 


x 


eh 


7 


oa 


> 


ay 


bs 
A" 
3 
x 

* 
ss 
4: 
os 


4 


KY 


eo i ~ 
Chap. I. 
z. Lord: Where God fows plentifully, he expects to reap ac- 


~ cordingly.- His father David had Jeft him flocks and herds 


in abundance, 1 Chrop. xxvii. 29,/g1.-and thus he gave God 
his.dues out of them. 4 he atk was at Jerufalem, ver. 4. but 


“the altar was at Gibeon, ver. 5. and thither he brought his fa- 


eS Mae Neo ts) 3 


and defires, 
"as, What wouldft thou do? Whether he was one of the children 
ef this world, that fay, Who will /hew us any good? or of the 
_ children of light, that fay, Lord, lift up the light of thy counte- 


_ nance upon us. 


ctifices ; far it is the a/tar that fandifieth every gift. 

adly, He prayed a good prayer to God; this, with the an- 
fiver toit, we had before, 1 Kings iii, 5. &'%c. (1.) God bid 
him afk what he would: not only that he might put him in 
the right way of obtaining the favours that were intended him, 
Ajfk, and ye foall receive, that your joy may be full; but that 
he might try him, how he ftood affected, and might difeover 
‘what was in his heart. Mens charaéters appear in their choices 
What wodld{t thou have ? tries a man as much 


As we chufe, we fhall have, and that is like 


_ to be our portion to which we give the preference, whether the _ 
_-wealth and pleafure of this world, or fpiritual riches and de- 


Yights. (2.) Like a genuine fon of David, he chofe {piritual 
bletfings rather than temporal. His petition here is, Give me 
“wifdom and knowledge He owns thofe‘ defirable: gifts, ‘and 
God the giver of them, Prov, ii. 6. God’gave the faculty of 


_ aunderftanding, and to him we muft apply ourfelves for the fur- 


 -niture of it. T'wo things are here pleaded which we had not - 
in kings: [1.] Thou haf made me reign in my father’s fteat, 


ver. 6. 


it, What fetvice we have reafon to believe God calls us to, 


~ ave have reafon}to hope he will qualify us,for. But that is not 
all; Lord, thou haft put me into this place in the ftead of 


David, the great*and good man, that filled it up fo well ; 
therefore give me wifdom, that Ifrael may not fuffer damage 


by the change. Mut I reign in my father’s ftead? Lord, 


‘tive me my father’s fpirit. 


‘went before us, and the obligation that lies upon us to keep up 
and carry on the good work they were engaged in, fhould 


» Tele 
ead 


af \aee al . . 
_ provoke us to a gracious emulation, and quicken our prayers 


to God for wifdom and grace, that we may do the work of 
God in our day, as faithfully and well as they did in theirs. 


 [2.] Let thy promife to David my fath-r be eftablifbed, ver. 9. 


~ He means the promife concerning his fucceffor. 


In perform- 


~ ‘ance of that promife, Lird, give me wifdom. We do, not 
- find that wifdom was any of the things promifed, but it was 


2 Sam. vii. 13,14. | 
_ for my name, I “will efablifh his throne, he Joall be my fon, and 
“* my mercy Spall not depart from him. 


f 


neceflary in orc er to the accomplifhment of what was promifed, 
2 The promife was, He Soall build a houfe 


Now, Lord, unlefs thou 


Pe 


~~ give me wifdom, thy houfe will not be built, nor my throne 
fetta ifhed 3 L fhall carry it unbecoming my relation to thee.as 


i fat er, fhall forfeit thy mercy, and fool it away ; therefore, 


‘Lord, give me wifdom. Note.1.] God’s promifes are our 
‘belt pleas in “prayer 3 Remember thy word unto,ty fervant. 
2.] Children may take the comfort of the promifes of that co- 
-venant which their parents in their baptifm Taid claim to, and 


took hold of for them. ,.] The belt way to obtain the be- 
‘nefit of the promifes and privileges, of the covenant, is to be © 


cong J g } ee if er i See | 
eat ‘ or wie tace to do the 
-earneft in prayer with God fo , wy dom and gtac h 


duties of it. 


ey : OF HO" 4 bag avis 3d3 
athly, He received a gracious anfwer, f''this prayer, ver. 


4 “Ti, 12... (1-) God gave him the wifdom tha he, afked for, 


-becaufe he afked for ir. Wifdom is a gift that God pives as 


Vo . II. 


Lord, thou haft put me into this place ; and therefore — 
_ I can in faith afk of thee grace to enable me to do the duty of 


Note, The eminency of thofe that 


z * que * rk) AVS. ADL, : 

freely and te aa as ay gift to thie that valke, it, and 
o's i aks TES) gigi titi St) jt RIAD SRK | 
Pi ectthe Or it, and will refolve to make We St it “and he’ up- 
- “braideth not the poor petitioners with their folly, James i. 5. 
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God’s grace fhall never be want'ng to thofe who fincere'y de- 
fire to know and do their duty. (2.) God gave him the wealth 
and honour which he did not aflx for, becaufe he aflked-not for 
it. Dhofe that purfue prefent things moft earneftly, are mo‘t 
likely to mifs of them ; while thofe that refer themfelves to 
the providence of God, if they have not the moft of thofe 
things, have the moft comfort in them. ‘Thofe that make this 
world their end, come fhort of the other, and are difappointed 
in this too ;-but thofe that make the other world their end, 
fhall not only obtain that, and full fatisfa@tion in it, but shall 
take as much as is convenient of this world in their way. 


13 J Then Solomon came from his journey, 


«to the high place that was at Gibeon, to Jeru- 


falem, from before the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, and reigned over Ifrael. 14 And 
Solomon gathered chariots and horfemen : and 
he had a thoufand and four hundred chariots, 


and twelve thoufand horfemen, which he placed 


in the chariot-cities, and with the king at Je- 
tufalem. 15 And the king. made filver and 
gait at Jerufalem as plenteous as ftones, and ce- 

ar-trees made he as the fycamore-trees that are 
in the vale for abundance. 16 And Solomon 
had horfes brought out of Egypt, and linen 
yarn : the king’s merchants received the linen 
yarn at a price. 17 And they fetcht up, and 
brought forth out of Egypt a chariot for fix 
hundred /bekels of filver, and an horie for an 
hundred and fifty: and fo brought they out 
horfes for all the kings of the Hittites; and for 
the kings of Syria by their means. 


Here is, 1. Solomon’s entrance upon the government, ver. 
13. he came from before the tabernacle, and reigned over Ifr el, 
He would not do any aéts of government till he had dorie his 
acts of devotion ; would not take honour to himéelf till he had 
given honour to God ; fir{t the tabernacle, and then the throne, 
But when he had obtained wifdom from God, he did not bu- 
ry his talent, but as he hdd received’ the gift, niiniftéeced the 
fame, did not give up himfelf to eafe and pleafure, but minded 
bufinefs ; he reigned over Ifrael- c 11h 
2. The magnificence of his court, ver. 24: ; Ae gathered 
chariots and horfemen.- Shall'we praife tim for this ? We 
praife him not; for the king was forbid to multiply horfes, 
Deut xvii. 16. I do not remember that’ evetQve find “his 
good father in a chariot, or op | borfeba:k ; aimule was the 
highe(t he mounted.'. .We fhould ratherjaff-&, to excel thofe 
that went before us,in goodnefs, than in grandeur, | |, 
3. The wealth and trade of bis kingdom. He made filver 
and ‘gold very chéap and conimon, ver. 12. SV he thetéafe of 
gold dowers the value of it ; butshe dincreafe of giaee davait ath 


“its price 3the more men have df that. the more they vabieyits 


how much better,therefore is it to get wifyow than gold ?.. He 
opened alfo a trade with Egypt, from swhenco he imporied 
horfes and linen’ yarn, which he exported ap in to the kings of 
Syria, with gheat advantage, nd-doubliger46, 14. “Phis we 
had béforegit: Kings x. .8, 29. ft: is the) wifiiom of princes 
to, promote induftry;;and encottygge! trade in their dominions. 


Perhaps Solomon, togk the hint fh fetting, ap the. lingn-manu-- 


fasture, brioging linen-yarn out of E jypt, working it int. cloth, 


| and then fending that to other nations, from what his mother 


ei taught 


4 Xe 


414 Il. 


taught him among the characters of the yirtuous woman, Prow, 
XXX. 24. that fhe maketh fine linens and. fellethity and deli- 
Tn -all, labour -there! is 


are bh. girdles of it to. the merchant. 
profit. 
Co Ads Ana ttble 
Salbemani trading, which we read of in the clofe af thefores 
going chopter, and the encouragement hé gave both to..mer- 
chandijé.and wanufadure, -was.veny\commpendal le. 


bis appointing o 
2y hp 18. LL. Ain requel to. Huram, king of Tyres to 
fareifh kim (both with ariifts and materials, ver. 35>-10- 


As Hur ams obliging, anfwer- ie, and compliance withbis 


vague Vers Ids 1.6. 


for his kingdom. 2 And Solomon told’ out 
threcfcore and ten thoufand men to bear. ‘bur- 
dens, and. fourfcore..thoufand. to, hew..in. the 
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But | 
building was the work be was, defigned. for andy.to that | 
bof ft be is here applying baenfalf | Rereisy J, Solomon's 
deter minasin ta, build the tenit le anda royal palace, and 
if labourers to- be employed. beréin, Ver. 1, 


ND. Solomon: ional to build-an howfe ) 
for the name’ of the Lorp;: and an ‘houfe — 


“mountain, iand-three thoufand. and. fix hundred | 


to overfee’ them: 3° And’ Solomon':fent® to 
Hutam the’king of byte, faying, as thou didi 
deal with David r my father, and didit fend him 
cedars to. build him an houfe. to dwell therein, 
even fo deal with me. 4 Behold, TV build-an 
‘houfe to the name of the Lorp my God,*to'de- 


; dicate i? to him, aad to burn before’ ‘him’ feet | 


. imcenie, and. foe. the continual fhew-bread,, and 


for’ the burnt-offerings: morning» and sevening, 


ou’ the fabbaths, and! on the new-moons, and on. 


the folemn- feafts of! the Lorb® our God. 
‘Gs an ordinance for ever to Ifrael.. 
shoufe, which. build 75-.great.5 
God babove, alk gods.’ 


kp his 


56! Beeb «who i is) able sto 


“puild him’ an houfe; feeing: the heaven; ‘and hea- 


‘yen of heavens cannot | contain hith > “who am I 
then that 1 fhould build him an houfe, fave only 
to burn facrifice-before-him? ..7.Sendimé now 
therefore-aiman, ‘cunning-t0: ‘works me gold, rand 
fe int fiver, and’ ify brags, and ite irot, and | int pur- 
‘ple,: ‘and. ‘crimfon, and blue, ‘and’ an’ fill 


that | can, 


to, grave: with, the.« cunning, eae that care with 


“mein Judah and in! Jerufalem,; whom David my 
father did provide. 


sic know. that’ thy, fervants,can. kill, to, cut tim. 


ber in Lebanon) and. beliold,. my, fervants foall 


\be with thy fervants.: 9'Even»'tos “prepare "me 


timber in abundance: for the houfe’ Which: L 
“am about to build, foal be wonderful great, ‘Io. 


And behold, 1. will give to thy, feryants; the 
hewers that cut timber, twenty thoufandmea- 


fares’ of beaten wheat, and itwenty” thoufand } 
meafitres of barley, and twenty thoufind baths 


of wine, and twenty thoufand baths of oil. 


15 And, the 


for, great. vis Our. 


“8 Send me alfo cedar-treés, 
~“fir-treés, “and algum-trees: out! of. Lebanon (for 


nuk? 
Cid de ie Oey a place 


nat-God to, whe 
; dedicated ; for. beyween. finite an ‘infinite there can be no 


“ence of the priefts and wor 


) do may occafion, concernmg ata fo. Sslomon ee here <a 


fet we here. (1.) He’ defires. Huram y wot 


“oe Sn 


ba 
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Chap. If, 
Pee ters x bs bivorug | 
me Bolema’ 3 hore was. ve him, not metals for fpeculze 
sist: to ettertain himfelf,: (though iv is indeed’a princely enter-. 
tainment); nor merely for Conyerfatiop to-entertain'his friends,. 
but for aétion 5 and| therefbes toi atbs Sas pepe gi ook int 
ei Sibert, da ene) * 
His refolution: aithon hiea(elf Be ett his ae ae es ver. ©) 
iin Te determined to build, in the! firkt places :a < shoufe for the 
name of the Lord, It-is-Atsbe that!i8 the firltodhould be firt ~ 
ferved ; firft a temple, and then a palace; a houfe not formuch- 
for, pimfelf, and his own: conveniencesand-magnitudé,/as for the 4| 
kingdom, > forithe honour. of it among:its: veighbours,: and: for 
the decent{reception/ of the! people; whenever they had occa-- 
fion!to apply themfelyes!to their prince ; £0 thabyin, both;. bed 
‘aimed,at the public’ good. ../Thofe, are the -wifeft!men that la 
out, themfelves moft for the hononrof.the name of the Lord, 
and, the, syelfere-oF communities »-we-ttre, mdse bdracforr ourlelees, 
bitefor Gad end.euk couttiyey 713 26. nanvfiaw to0q aiods 4 
2. His embafly to Huram, Line oF te, to, eogage eat 
fiftance in the. -profecution , of his defigns.. The, purport of his i 
errand | ‘to him,” is much the fanie’ hee: as we ‘had it) I Kings s = 
v8. only hete it ismore' largely fet forth, 20 J Ui | 
oat, The reafons-why he makes this application to foam,. | 
care here-moreifully reprefeadt? for, aofonnayon to/Huram, as 
ae f inducement. (a 
pleads ° ee ‘Pecher’s. ihtereft 19) ‘Butam, anid The 5 . 
agate pela a ‘fom Hinde veto 3° Ht [OE RP eal i 
ae David, fo deal: with me. Asiwe mult thew! kindnefso 
yee may expect kindnefs from ‘oun: hese, and with 
fhould cultivate a correfpondence, ae 164.51 vod ; 
3 .) He reprefents his defign in spate ae temple a | 
‘of religious. worfhip, vere | 4 that a all the 4 
~‘offetinigs ‘whic 'God had appointed forthe hohiour eareye 7 


ermipht bec offered up theresovThe houfecwascbibleithat semighe MI 


beldedicated to, God,:and, ufed in, His Service }, this we fhou! qa | 
-alm.at in all our bufinefs, that. our hayings and don may ty 
“allt ‘to the glory of God. He mentions divers p part se ences. ay 
that! were there! td bé‘performed, for the Sahneion of Hiram. % 
5 The Iniyfteries' of the: seb eligiohy Maee Gidfood Le Guede. e 
Nageeve coveted not! concealments'2 lo tonsa vane 
2 e/¢hdeavours tc th; tand) 
hi 8 ete the. God of ie, an ea ae 
“veneration he had for his holy name, NGhey is our God above » 
alll gods} above all idols, above all princes. Idols’ are nothings, 
‘princesvare little, andoboth/under the controulofisthe God of 
_Afraels sand; therefore; of kJ}, (The honfeintuft,be greats, Both in. 
proportion to, the greataefs of.th hom: it is. to ibe a 
TO 
| portion, ABE ink fome. proportion to” ie et ‘value! and “efteem:, 4 
we have for this God:0 [2.]] Wet,’ be it never fo. ‘greaty itdéne 4 
not bela habitationofor the great \Godii Let not! Haram think: — 
that the God, of Ifael,) like the gods of the nations, feelin Y 
temples 1 made with hands, A&s. XYUs, 24. no, the; heaven. of hea~ 
~vens ‘éannot coniain him. It is ‘intended only for the conveni-. Ss 
pl nias “that they may have a ‘fit 
ting place wherein! to. burn factifice’ before! him’ [3ttHe © 
parse 4 himfelf, though a mighty) prince, as; moat pr gt the “ 
i 
¥ 
: 


honour of being employed in: this) _ great, work. Who am I,. 
that L foould build a houfe 2 It is part of the wifdom eee 
we ought to walk towards them that are without, carefully to- 
‘guard againft all mifapprehenfion, which any thing we’ fay or: 


his treaty with Huram. 
2dly, The requefts he makes t eh are 


re 2 parca btell ye 
id’ farnith, him | % 
with a good hand to work, ver. 7. fend me a ‘man. “Fle Had i 
_ eunning, men with him in Jerufalem and Judab, whom David: a 


provi ide de: 4 


_ ia ; ety, i i 
: “Chap. IL. ied 


provided, 1 Chron. xxii. 15. Let them not think but that 
» the Jews had fome among: theny that were: artifts, ‘but fend me 
aman toodirest them... There are ingenious: men in ferufalem, 
Sut not fuchi engravers as are: in Tyre ; and’ therefore,‘ fince 
temple-work malt be the beft in’ its kind; ‘let me ‘have the beft 
workmen that can be got. (2.) With good ftuff'to work. om, 
ver..8)5 cedar, and:-other ‘timber in abundance, ver. '8,'9. ; 
“for the houfe mufb-be wonderful great, doe. very flately and 
magnificent; no. coft muft be fpared, noriany contrivance: want- 
Angin itor stuod 6; 93slky 8 aacia bi qc jhit-.¢ Ds 
>|) 3dly,»Ekere'is:Solomon’s engagement’to maintain the work- 
“men, ‘vers To. to: give:them fo:much wheat and'barley, fo much 
wine and oil: Hedidnot-feed his workmen with bread and 
water, “but with’ pleniigeend every thing of the belts °/They 
that employ labourers ought to take care they be not only well 
«paid, but well provided’ for,° with: fufficient ‘of that which is 
~ awholefome ‘and fitting for thems! Tet the rich matters''do for 
their poor workmen, as they would''be done by, if-the-tables 
x! “were turned: ©: ig 10 amid eS © y! Gin 2ikd 8 
arr 34 rare vate BAQuely Sal 1B, BOOS ie" fj if Sas) 
©. 41, ¥ Then Huram the king of Tyre anfwer- 
edtin writing, which he fent, to; Solomon, Be- 
-eaufe the Lorp hath loved his people,»he “hath 


{6 gs il hm Js 


~ 
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readinefs to ferve him. Leffler people may learn of thofe great 
ones to be neighbourly and complaifant. 

¥/l; He congratulates the happivefs of Hrael, in having fuch 
a king ‘as Solomon ‘was; °ver. 11.3 Becaufe the Lord loved 
his people, he has made thee king. Note, A wife and good go- 
vernment is a great blefling toa people, and may well be ac- 
counted: a fingular: token. of God’s favour, “He-doth not fay, 
Betanfe he loved thee (though that was true, 2 Sam. xiii°24. ) 
he- made thee king bit *beeaufe he‘/oved his peoples Princes 
‘muft Took uponthemfelves as preferred for the public ‘good, not 
for their own" petfonal fatisfaction; ‘and fhould' rule fo,as'to e- 
vidence they were giver in love, and not im anger.’ 
\ -2dly, He bleffeth God for raifing up fuch a facceffor to Da- 
vid; ver. 12. - Tt fliould feem, Huram'was-not only:very well 
affected to the’ Jewifh nation, and “well pleafed ‘with their pro- 
fperity; but that he was -profelyted to the Jewifh religion, and 
worfhipped Jehovah, the God of Ifrael (who was not known 
by! that ‘name to’ the ‘neighbournations) ‘as rhe God that made 


heaven and earth, and the fountain of-power asytwell-as being ; . 


for he fets up kings.» Now the -peaple of | Ifrael kept, clofe. to 
_ the law and worfhip of God,, and fo preferved their honour ; 
the neighbour-nations were as willing to be inftruéted by them 
“in thé'trué religion, as ‘they had been, in the days ‘of their apo- 


“made thee kine over them!” 12° Haram’ fad || | ftacys: to! be: infeéted) with the idolatties and fuperttitionsiof 


moreover, Blefled de the Lox God of Tfrael 
that made heaven and earth, who hath given 
to David.the king,a wife.fon, endued with pru- 
_ dence and underftanding, that might build an 


: Site’. Sait, OHS TE AOushp, epi cinsisigst ore as 
dom. 13 And now TP haye rah cunning man 
: ith underftanding) (of, Huram.my.fa- 


, and. with the cunning men of thy 


to fet the people a-work., 1" , 
Here is, ‘The return which Huram’ made! to Solomen’s em- 
ae _ bafly, in which he fhews a great refpect for Solomon, and a 


otheir-néighbours-,| ‘This| made them highy;that they lent,to ma- 
my;nations .and did not borrow, lent. truth to.them, and did. 
not. borrow error ftom them ; as when they did contrary, it 
“was their fhame. ° v 
‘gdly, He fent him a very ingenious! curious workman, ’ that 
would not fail to anfiwer his expectations in every, things, One 
that,,had'both Jewith and jGentile blood meeting in. him, for 
his mother was an Iraelite. (Fluram thought ihe was of the 
“tribe of Dan, and therefore faith fo heré, ver. 14. but it feems 
fhe was'of ‘the tribe of Naphtalt; 1-Kings vite 14.) “but his 'fa- 
“theriwasva Tyrian3 (a good ‘omen! of umiting’ Jew and Gentile 
1p the gofpelstemplesoas is it was likewife,,|that! the building of 
the fecond temple was greatly. furthered. by Darius, (Ezra vi. ) 
“who is fappofed to have been the fon of Efther, an Thraelite by 
the mother’s fide.“ °**> ~~ Reh ys ee 
!O4thiy, He! engaged fot the timber, as atiuch as)he ‘would! have 
Soceafien for, and undertook'to deliversit at Joppa 3 and syithal, 
fignified his dependence upon, Solomon, for; the. maintenance of 
- the workmen; as-he had.promifed, vers 159. 16.. “This agree- 
ment we had, 1 Kings v. 8, 9. mi? us 
“"3.°T he orders ‘which ‘Solomon ‘gave’ about the workmen. 


He would nomemploy theifree-born Traelites ‘in’ theidrudgery- - - 


bawork jof.the temple itfelf nor fo much as to besoverfeers oft, 
but. in. this he employed: the -ftrangers; that) were profelyted to 
the Jewith religion, who had not;lands of inheritance in Cana- 
“an, asthe Iftaelites had ;~and therefore applied’ themfelves to 
trades» and got their! diving By them ingenuity ‘and indultry 5 a 
vaft number of thefe there was'iat |this time; (wers/17..) who, if 
they; were, of any ofthe deyoted-nations, itis: probably falling 
_within the cafe, fell under . the Jaw. of the ; Gibeonites,, to-be 
hewers of wood for the congregation : if not, yet being in ma- 
“ny cafes swell provided ‘for by the law of. Mofés, and put’npon 
\\ equakisor with thethative Tfraclites, they’ wére bound in ‘grati- 
> tnde-to.do whatithey: sould for the fervice of the temple, -yet, 
, no doubt, they, were,well -paid, in,money, or, money’s worth ; 
the law Hag Shalt not opprefs a, firanger. The diftribu- 
“tion of them” we have ‘here, ver. 2! and again, ver. 18. One 
hundred! and fifty thoufand invalki Canaan was 4‘ frititfol land, 
thar’ found: meat foryfoimany nioutlis) more than’ the numerous 
natives;/ and the;templey;a vaft building,: that found work for 
fo many -hands,.:. But (Mr. Puller thinks), that religious criti- 
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eifin, peculiar to this ftrudture, of framing all before-hand, 
mult “needs. increafe the work ; ‘I. think’ it sather deft fo 
much the more room for: this, vaft multitude:ofthands to. be 
employed in it; for in; the foreft of Lebanon they might 
all be at work together, without crowding one another, which 
they could not have been upon mount Sion. And if ‘there 
kad not been fuch vaft numbers employed, fo large ‘and 


curious a fabric; which was begun and-vénded in feven: years,» | 


might, for ought I know, have: been as'Jong in building “as 
St Paul’s. 


Bi, BAD 5 on ca) ea 8 8 
ft wos a much larger and more particular ascount of the 
build ng of the temples which we had in the book of Kings 
than is here in. this book of Chronicles. In this chapter 
we have, 1. The place andtime of building the temple, ver. 
1,2. U. The dimenfions and rich ornaments-of it; ver. 3; 


—9- Ills The cherubims in the moft holy place, ver. 10: 
—13.. 1V. The vail, ver..14- Vs Thetwo pillars, ver. 
15,—17-. Ofall which we bave already had an account, 


1 Kings vi. 


HEN Solomon began to build the houfe of 

the Lorp at Jerufalem, in mount. Moriah, 
where the LORD appeared unto David his. fa- 
ther; in the place that David had prepared in 
the threfhing-floor of Ornan the Jebufite.. 2 
And he began to build in the fecond day of the 
fecond’ month, in the fourth year of his reign, 


3 Ff Now thefe are the things wherein Solomon,.| 


was inftructed for the building of the houfe of 
God. The Jength by cubits after the. firft mea-. 
fure’ was threefcore cubits, and the breadth 


twenty cubits. 4 And the porch that was in. | 
“the front of the hou/e the length of it was ac.|, 
cording to the breadth of the houfe, twenty.,cu,,,} f 
_ bits, and the height was an hundred and ¢wen-..| 
ty: and he overlaid’ it within with pure. gold, 


5 And the greater houfe-he cieled with fir-tree. 
which he overlaid with fine gold, and fet there- 
in palm-trees and chains. 6 And he garnifhed 
‘the houte with precious ftones tor beauty.:..and 
the gold way gold of Paryaim. 7. He overlaid 


alfo'the: froufe,’ thé “beams, the. pofts, and jthe,, 


walls thereof, and the: doors thereof with. gold, 


and graved’ cherubims on the walls, 8 And he, 
made the mott ‘holy houfe, the length whereof 
was according to the breadth of the houfe,. 


VC 


twenty. cubits, and. the breadth. sPekeat twenty 


cubits: and he overlaid # with fine gold, 
of the nails wus fifty {hekels of gold: and, he o-. 
verlaid the upper chambers with gold. 


. Here is, 1. The place where) the temple was built. | Solo- 
mon’was neither at-liberty. to chufe, nor, at-a lofsito fix the 
places It was before determined, .1 Chron. xxil. 1. which 
was an-eafe to bis mind. *(1.) It muft be at Jerufalem ; for 
that was the place where God had’ chofen to put his namie 


there. ‘The royak city muft be the holy city : there muft be © 


Ii -C HR OUN PGi E S&S : { 


t by; 
) cubits. the length and breadth after the” firft theafurey %. 
. cording tothe meafure. that was fir fixed) owhich there as! 
|; no reafon, to make-any-alteration of; whensthe-worko came to : 
/ and what Ged doth, it foall be for ever ; nothing caw 


» the laft. ‘ 


| boffed with palm-trees and chains. It was of gold of Parwaim, 


)) were overlaid quith gold, ver. 9. The moft holy: place; 


+ ALAC WAL CG, AOURLS No ftew, or pins with, which. the golden plates were “fatten 
ing to'fix hundred talents. g And the weight: | the walle ‘hor tid nw EREGA 

| were worth fo much; workmanthip: and: all. cA ‘great ma 
| precious {tones were. dedicated to.God, 1 Chron xxix! 


_ the ornaments of the temple, were more fubflantially x 
_ Was fet with precious flone, becaufelit:wasia type of t 
Jerufalem 5 which has therefore.no temple im-it, becawfe it’ 


the telimony of Lfrael ; for there are fet the ‘thrones of judg 
ment, Pfal. cxxii. 4, 5: (2.) It muft be in mount Moriah 
which fome think was that very place in the land of Moria 
where Abraham offered VWaac, Gen. xxii. 2.. “So the Tar 
gum faith exprefsly, adding, Bat he was delivered by the wore 
of the Lord, and a ram provided in his place. Vhat was typ 
cal of Chrift’s.facrifice of himfelf. : therefore fitly was the tem- 
ple there built, which was likewife a type of him, (3.) I 
mult'be where the Lord appeared to Davi 5 and anfwered hi 
by fire, » Chron. xxi,’ 18, 26. "There atonement was mad 
once ; and therefore, in: remembrance ‘ofthat, there atonemen 
mutt ftill be made... There where G 


2. The time when it was begun ; not-till t 
Solomon’s reign, yer. 2. Not that the th 
trifled away, or {pent in deliberating whether th 


/ then the year i 
batical 


be done:, for the dimenfions were given oby divine” 


it, or taken from, EKecl. iii. 14, His firft oe 
1h dade ation 46 Gdesd iahear 
| 4, Ihe ornaments of the temple, wherewith it-was garnifheds 
The, timber, work, was very fine sand yet within cit was! over) 
laid qwith, pure. gold, ver,.av swith fine gold, veri 51 and that ite”? 


ver. 6. the beft gold. The beams and pofis, the walls a 


was ten, yards {quare, was, all-overlaid ‘with jine’ gold; : 
even. the upper chamber s,or_tather the: upper floor or roo 
bottom, and fides, were all overlaid with gold. Every 


we 


the walls that were overlaid with them, weighed fifty theke 


8. ; and thefe were fet. here and theres where they would 
to the beft advantage. The fineft houfes now pretend t 
better gacnifhing than good paint on the roof and walls » ‘bu 


all temple, and the walls, gates, and foundations of which, 
res 
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we are made nigh, and:have boldnefs not only to luok, but ‘to | 
enter ito the holieft.' On ‘this he wrotight cherabims, ‘Heb, : 
he caufed them: to afcend, i.e. they were made in “tailed work, 


“ 


Z ILL. I CHRONICLES. 
are faid to be of precious Sones and pearls, Rew. xxiai8, 19, 
OO LY cp aD Lorie ; . : Tt . 


~ “Yo And in the moft holy houfe he made two 
_cherubims of image-work, and he overlaid them 
with gold. 11. And the wings of the cheru- 
_ bims were twenty cubits long : one wing of the 
one cherub war five cubits, reaching to. the wall 
ot the honle;..and the other wing was likewife 
five cubits, reaching to the wingof the other 
cherubs (72'And'one wing of the other che: 
tub was five cubits, reaching to the wall of the 
“houfe: and the other, wing was five cubits ava, 
_joining to the. wing,.of the other cherub. arg 
~The-wings.of thefecherubims {pread themfelves 
forth twenty cubits’: and’ they’ ftood on) their 


imboffed. - Or he'madé them ‘onthe wing in an afcehding ‘pof- 
ture, to mind the worthippers to lift up their hearts, and to foar 
upwards in their devotions. 

3+ The two.pillars which were fet up before the temple. 
Both, together were: fomewhat? above thirty-five ‘cubits’ in 


lengthy. ver. 15. about eighteen” cubits bigh a piecé, 1 Kings | 


vil. 15,@6c. We there took a view of thofe pillars, “Jachin 
and Boaz, eftablifhment and ftrength in temple-work, and 
by it. 


€ HS As Pio by; 

We hove here a further account of the furniture of God's 
houfes: 1. Thofe things that were of bras. Fhe altar 
Sor burnt-offerings wer. ty the fed and Iavers to hold wi. 
tery vers 25—-6.)\ the\\plates with whith the dears of the 
court were overlaid, ver. Qs the viel? of the altar, and: 


feet, and their faces were inward. I4 @ And other things, ver: 10,=18.. EE Thofe that were ‘of sald. a 
he made the vail of blue, and purple, and crim= The candlefticks and tables, ver. 7,—8. the altar of in- 
fon, and fine linen, and wrought cherubims cenfe, ver. 19. and the appurtenances of eath of thef, ver. 


thereon. 15 Alfo he made before thé’ houfe 


two pillars of thirty and five cubits high, and 


soil birent wart dtd ay 2 i d : 
the chapiter that qwas on the top of .each. of. | 


them qwas five cubits. 16.And.he made-chains 
as in the,oracle, and put them on the “heads? of 
the pillars, and made‘an hundred pomegranates, 
and put tem on the chains. 17 And he, reared 


up the pillars before the. temple, one: om the 


BY 3} 


and the name of that on the left, Boaz, . 


Here is, 1. An account of the two cherubims, which ‘were ’ 
fet up.in the holy. of holies. There were two alteady over the 
ark, which coyered. the: mercy‘feat with’ thein ‘wigs ; thofe” 


“were {mall ones.’ .. Now: the: moft: holy place: 'was' enlarged, 
though thofe were continued, being appurtenances to the ark, 
hich was. not to.be- made new, as all the other utenfils of the 
bernacle were ; yet thofe two large ones were added, doubt: 
Jefs, by divine,appointment, to fill'up: the ‘holy ‘place ; which 
otherwife would look bare, <like a: room unfurnifhed: . “Phefe 
‘cherubims are faid to be of image work, ver. 10. defigned, it 
is likely, to reprefent the angels, whovattend the divine Ma» 
Jelly. Each wing extended five cubits, fo that the'wholé was 
twenty cubits, -vers 125) 13439, which was juft the breadth’ of the 
moft holy place, vers 8. »‘They ftooddn their fet'ag fervatits; 
their faces inwatds.towards:the arkjwwer- 13. that it might ap- 
pear they,were not {ut there to be adored; forthen they would’ 
have been.made fitting as.on a throne, and their faces towards 
their worfhippers ;, but rather as themfelves attendants oh the 


invifible \God... We miuft aot’ worthip angelsy but Awe “mul” 


worthip with angels, for: we aré come! ‘into ¢onm union with’ 
them, Heb. xii. 22..andimuft do the will of God as the angels 
doit. . This will help to poflefs us with reverence of God in 
all our approaches.to him, that we are ‘worlhipping him before 
whom the’ angels cover their faces. ‘Compate # Cor, xi. 16. 
Bath AG.syih acing dor cold DowaledT (ogeiusybs dled ¢ 
_ 2. The vail that parted: between: the temple and. the’ ‘moft 
holy place,iver. 14. This noted the durknelyof that difpen- 
fation, and the diftance which the worthippers. ‘were ‘kept at 
but at the death of Chrift this vail was rent 5 for through him 


= 


va Ne ee 


20.—22, All thefe, except the brazen altar, ver. 1. were 


accounted fr more largely, 1 Kings vii. 23,0 o 


fe ff Oneover, he made an altar of brafs, twen- 


LV ty cubits the length thereof, and twenty. 


s 


cubits the breadth thereof, -and ten cubits the - 


height thereof. 2 Alfo he made a molten 


> fea of ten cubits from brim to brim, round. in 


, compafs, and five cubits the height thereof, and 


‘right hand, andthe other onsthe left ;and dali}! 4 Une of thirty cubits did compals it, round a- 


ded-the name of that onthe right hand; Jachin’’| Bren ; 
6 gists | oxen, which did compafs it round about: ten in 


bout. '3'And under it war the fimilitude of 


_ 4 cubit compaffing' the fea round about, . Two. 


_ Tows of oxen, were caft, when it was cait, Ss 


\ ftood upon ‘twelve oxen, three looking toward 
» the ‘north, and three looking toward the welt, 
“and three looking toward the fouth, and three 


_ looking ‘toward the eaft ; and the fea was Ab Sketg 
, above ‘upon them, and all their hinder, parts 
\ were inward. 5 And ‘the thicknefs of it was ari. 
» hand-breadth, and the brim of it like the work 

_ of the brim ofa\cup, with flowers of lilies ; awd: 


it received and ‘held three ‘thoufand baths., 6. 


right hand,’ and five on the left, to wath in. 


" them? fuch things as they offered for the burnt- 
- offering, they ‘wathéd ih them, but the fea Was; 
_ for the priefts to'wath in. 7 And he made ten: 
> candlefticks: of gold according to :the form, 
‘and fet'them in the temple, five. on the. right, 


hand, and ’five on the left. -"8 He made allo ten 
tables and placed them in the temple, five on. 


the right fide, and five on the left: and he made 
an hundred batons of gold... 9 ¢ Furthermore, 
he made the court of the priefts; and the great 


court, and. doors for the court, and overlaid the 


| doors of them with brafs. x0 And he°fet' 'the- 


few 


{] He made alfo ten lavers, and put five on. the. v 


) fe. 


fea on the right fide of the eaft end, over againft } 
the douth. 


David often fpeaks with much affection, ‘both of the -hou/e 
of the Lordy and of the courts of our God. Both without 
doors and within, there was that which typified the grace of 
the gofvel, and /hadowed out good things to come, of which the 
fubftance is Chrift. ; 

1. There were thofe things in the open court, in the view 
6f all the people, which were very fignificant. ga} 

1, There was the brafen: altar, ver.1. ‘The making of 
this was not mentioned in the Kings. -On this all the. facri- 
fices were offered, and it fanétified the gift. This altar was 

- four times as Jarge as that which Mofes made in the tabernacle ; 
shat was five cubits {quare, this was twenty cubits fquare. Now 
rael was become’ both more numerous and more rich, and it 
was to be hoped more devout; (for every age fhould aim to 
be wifer and better than that which went before it); it was ex- 
pected, that there would be greater plenty of offerings brought 
to God’s altar than had been: it ts therefore made fuch a ca- 
pacions {caffold that it might hold them. all, and none might 
excufe themfelves from bringing thofe teftimonies of their de- 
votion, with this, that there was not room to receive them. 
God had greatly enlarged their borders, it was ‘therefore’ fit 
that they fhould: enlarge his’altars.. Our returns fhould: bear 
fome proportion to our receivings. It was ten’ cubits high, fo 
that the people who worfhipped’in the courts, might fee ‘the 
facrifices burnt, and their eye might affe&t their heart with for- 
tow for fin: It-is of the Lord’s mercies that Iam not thus 
confumed, and that this is accepted as an expiation of my 
guilt: "hey might thus be led to confider the great’ facrifice 
which fhould be offered inthe fulnefs’ of time, to take away 
fin, and abolifh death, which: the | blood of bulls and* goats 
could not poffibly do. And with the fmoke of the facrifices 
théir hearts might afcend to heaven in holy defires towards 
God and his favour. In all our devotions we muft keep the 
eye of faith fixed upon Chrift, the great propitiation. How 
they went up 'tothis altar, and carried:the facrifices up to it, 
we aré not told 5 fome think by a plain afcent like ahill: If 
by {teps, doubtlefs they were fo contrived, as that’ the end’ of 
that law might be anfwered, Exod. xx..26. That thy nakedne/s 
be not difeovered. és rig) ba 

2dly, There was the molten fea. ‘A very large brafs-pan, 
in which they put water for the’ priefts to wath in, ver. 1, 6. 
It was put juft at the entrance into the court of the priefts, like 
the font at the’church-door. If it were filled to the brim, it 
would hold three thoufand baths, as here, vers’. but ordinari- 
ly there/were but two thoufand baths init, 1 Kings vii. 26. 
‘The Holy Ghoft | by this fignified, (1.) Our great gofpel-pri- 
wilege, thatthe blood of Chrift cleanfeth from all finy 1 John i. 
-4, Tous there is a fountain opened for all believers, who are 
{piritual priefts, Rev. 1.5, 6. nays for all the inhabitants of Fe- 
rufalem. to qwa/kin, from fin, which is uncleannefs.. There is 
>a fulnefs of merit in Jefus Chrift, forall thofesthat by faith ap- 
ply themfelves to him for the» purifying of "them ‘confciences, 
that they may. ferve the: /eving Gad, Heb. ix. rg! 9°€2.) Our 
great gofpel-duty; which is to:cléan fe ourfelves) by’true’repent- 
ance from all, the pollutions ofthe flefh,and the ‘corruption 
that is in the world. Our hearts muft be fanétified, or’ we can- 
not fanétify the name of God. They that draw nigh to God, 
mult cleanfe their hands, and: purify their hearts, Jam. iv. 8. 
If L wafh thee not, ‘thow haft no part with mé; and he that is 
wafbed tik needs to wa/b his feet, to. renew his repentance - 
whenever he goes tn to minifer, John xiti tO. 

+ gdly, ‘There were ten lavers of brafs, im which they ewa/bed 

fuch things as theyroffered: for the burnt-offerings, ver. 6. As 


4 
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-bundance : for the wei ht of the braf: 


-all thefe ‘veflels that wer e for t 
the golden altar alfo, and the t: 


Chap. IV. © 
. ’ vie 4} 
the priefts mult be wathed, fo mult the facrifices. We mutt — 
not only purify ourfelyes in preparation for our religious per 
formances, but carefully put away.all thofe vain thoughts, and ~ 
corrupt aims, which cleave to our performances themfelves, and 
pollute them. SITET Bo: 
* gthly, The doors of the court were overlaid with brafs, ver. 
g. both for ftrength and. beauty,..and that they, might not ;be 
rotted with the weather, to which they were expofed. _ (Gates |) 
of brafs we read of, Pfal. evil. 16.0 peace age ga 
703, There were thofe things in the houfé of the’ Lord,’ into — 
which the priefts went only in to’ minifter, chat Were very fignit | 
ficant,. All was of gold there. "he nearer we come to: God, || 
the purer we muft be, the purergwe thall be. .(- ,.. 4) || 

rt, There were ten golden caudlefticks, according to the || 


Tote peal 


ee 


belonged an hundred golden bafons,or difhes ; 
is well furnifhed. d wide: hte 


the brafenialtar: © Chrift,: thathonce> for all omade> atonenté 
for fin, ever lives making interceflion in virtue of that aton 
mentee ee ws 
RRRES oe Metis I I ry 
_iit And: Horant made the pots, “and (He dhe 
vels, and the bafons, and Husam finifhed the | 
work that he was to. make for kmg) Solomon 
for the houfe.of God;.12 Fo. wit, the: two pillars, 


piters which were on the top of the. pill 
13 And four hundred pomegranates. on the 
wreaths ; two. rows of pomegranateson ea 
wreath, to cover the two pommels. of the « 
piters, which were upon the, pillars... 
made alfo bafes ; and lavers made he upo 
bafes: 15 One fea, and twelve oxen under 
16 The pots alfo and the fhovels, and. the fle | 
hooks, and all their inftruments, did Huram., 
father make to. king Solomon for, the Bs ule 
the Lor», of bright brafs. 17 In. the plan 
Jordan did the king caft. them, in, the c 
ground, between Succoth and. Zexedathah . 
Thus Solomon made all thefe veflels in. gr 


not.be found out. 19 § And 


3 


4 


a et ae 
aS 
an ° 


| the “fhew-breitd “was Jer $36 “Moreover, thé 
~candlefticks with their lamps, that they fhould 
burn after the manner, befote the oracle, of pure 
‘gold; 21 And the flowers, arid the lanips, and 
the tongs, made be of gold, nnd that pervee gold. 


22° And the fnuffers, “and ‘the bafons, and the. 


fpoons, and the centers, of pure gold sand the 

entry of the houfe, the, inner doors thereof>for 

the moft holy place, and the doors of the houfe 
» of the temple; Ywere of gold 28 9 


5s We have here fach-a fummary; both of the brafs-work, and 


_ the gold-work of the temple,ias we had: béfore,!1 Kings vii. | 


13s e.oih which we have nothing thdre to obferve, but, (6i.) 
That Huranathe workman was: yery pun@uals f7e finifhed all 
| bat hevwas to makes versctx.and left noi parteof his work: un- 

done. ..Huram his father, he is called, ver. 16. Probably it 
was a fort of a nickname by Which he was. cemmonly known, 


a 


Father Huram ; for the king of Tyre called him Huram dei,. 


my father ; in compliabce with whom Solomon called him-his ; 


he being agréat artilty and: farher of the artifiecrs in’ brafscand 


trom. He acquitted bimfelf very well, bothfor ingenuity and 

Adnduftry., -(2.) Solomion was very generous.. He made a// 
- the veffels in great cbundance, yer. 18. many of a. fort, ahat 
somany hands might be employed, and fo the work mught go°on 
_ With expedition ; or that fome might be laid wp for ule: when 
others were wore out. Freely he has received, and he will 
_ dreely give, . When he hadsthade veffels enow forthe prefent, 
~ hecwould not convert:the remainder'of the brafs tochis: owh 

pfs. itis devoted to God,.and it'fhall be ufed forshini: 
6any fe 3 Nrete Beat Tehiie : chy a Sys f 


CHAP V.. 15s 


Fhe temple being built and furnifhed for God, we have here, T. 
. Poffeffian given to him, by bringing in. the dedicated things, 


ee ver. 3. Jui efpecially the ark, the\token of his prefence, ver. 2, 
“aero. ~ LT. Pofelfion taken by him, in“a cloud, yer 1t—— 

iq Pons f any, min open the door of his Beart to God, he 
ell come ins Revoitio 2e. boy, 3 

HLUS all the Work ‘that Solomon made for 

fL. the houfe of the Lop was finifhed : and 

_ Solomon brought in a// the things, that David 
‘his father had dedicated; and the filver and the 


‘Treafures of the Houle of God: 2 {Then Solo- 
Mon affembled the elders of Ifracl, and all the 


heads of the tribes, the chief of the’ fathers of | 


‘the children of Ifrael, ‘unto Jerufalem, to bring 
up the ark of the covenant of the Lorp, out of 


the city of David which i Zion. 3 Wherefore . 


all the men of ffrael affembled themfelves unto 
_ the king in the feaft, which was in the feventh 
-month. 4 And all the elders of Iftael came, 
and the Levites took up the ark. ~ 5 And they 
_ brought up the ark, and the tabernacle of the 
' Congregation, and all the holy veffels that were 


SRB thefe did the priefts and the | 
/Levites bring up. 6 Alfo king Solomon and all | 


if 
“Ainto him before the ark, facrificed fheep and 


~~ 


| lal 


+ 


+) 


gold, and all the inflruments, put he amiong the | 


the congregation of Iftael that.were affembled 
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oxen, which could not be told nor numbered 
for multitude. 7 And the priefts brought: in 
the ark.of the covenant of the Lorp. unto his 
place,,to the oracle of the houfe into the mot 
holy place, even under the wings of the cheru- 
bims... 8 For the cherubims fpread forth. their 
wings over the-place of the ark, and the. cheru- 
bints covered the ark and the ftaves theteof, 
above. 9 And they drew out the ftaves of the 


ark, that the ends of the ftaves were feen from - 


the ark beiore the “oracle, but they were not 
feen without. ...And. there it is unto, this day. 
10% here was nothing in the ark fave’ the: two 


tables which Mofes put cherein at Hoveb, when. 
the Lory made a covenant with the children of. 


Hfrael, when they came out of Egypt., 


This agrees with what we had, 1. Kings vius-2. €9c. Where: 


aa account was given of the folemn introducing of the atk into 
the new-erected temple. SF 
a. There needed no great folemnity for the bringing. in of 
the dedicated things, ver. 1. They added ta the wealth, and 
perhaps- were fo difpofed as to add to the beauty of it ; but 
they could not add. to the holinefs; for it was the temp’e that 
Jondlifieth the gold, Matth. xxiit..17.. See how jal Solomon 
was both.to God and to his father. Whatever David had de- 
dicated to God, though he had neverfo much mind to ithim- 
dels, he would by no means alienate it, but put’ it among the 
treafures. of the temple... Thofe «children »that/ would. inherit 
4 their godly parents blefling, mutt religioufly. parfte. their pious 
intentions, and not defeatthem: .When Sclomon had made 
all the veffels of the temple im abundance, chap. iv. 18.. there 
was 2.great deal of the materials left, which he would not con- 


of need. Dedicated things: multinot be: alienated It. is fa-. 
yerilege to/do ite tol te 
2. Bat it was fe the-ark fheuld be brought in with great 
folemnity ; and fo it was. All-the other veflels: were: made 
new, and bigger, -in proportion to the ‘houfe, than they had 
been inthe tabernacle ; but the ark, with the mercy-feat and 
| the cherubims, were the fame; for the prefence'and the grace 
of God, is the fame imdittle affemblies that.it-is in large ‘ones, 


~there is-he.as truly prefent, with them, \as:if there were ‘two or 
three thoufand.. .The ark was brought in,»attended by avery 
great affembly of the elders.of Iftael, who cameito grace the 
folemnity ; and a very. fumptuous appearance, no doubt, they 


brought into.the-moft boly place, and. put, under: the avings: of 
the great cherubim: which Solomon had: fet ups there; 2 vers 7, 
8; There they are unto this: day\not the day: when: this 

book was written after-the captivitys: bat whenthat. was: writ- 
ten outeof which this {tory was tranfcribed. Or they «were 
there (fo it might better be read) unto this day, the day of 
Jerufalem’s defolations, that fatal day, Pfal. cxxxvii. 7. The 
ark was a type of Chrift, and as fuch a token:of. the prefence 
of God. That gracious promife, Lo, Jam with you always 
even unto the end of the world, doth in effect bring the ark. in- 
to our religious aflemblies, if we by faith and prayer: put: that 


neft for ; Lord, if thy prefence go not up with.us, wherefore 
‘fhould we go up? The temple itfelf, if Chrift leave it, is a 
defolate place, Matth. xxiii. 38. 

. 3. With 


vert to any-other. ufe, bat lzidsit up in the treaftry fora time . 


in.the poor condition of\the church, that: iti is ini its! profperous . 
-eftate, -wherever two or three -are gathered jin Chrifl’s name, . 


made, ver. 25.354. It was‘ carried; by the’ priefts, wer. in 


promife in fuit ; and this we fhould be moft folicitous ‘and: ear. - 


720. 


- 2, With the ark they brought up the tabernacle, and all the 
holy veffels that were in the tabernacle, ver. 5. They were not 
alienated, becaufe they had been ‘dedicated to God ; not alter- 
ed or melted down for the new work, becaufe there was no 
need of them: but they were carefully laid up as monuments 
of antiquity ; and as many of the veflels as-were fit for ufe, it 
is likely, were {iil ufed, 

4. This was done with great joy. They kept a holy feaft 
upon the occafion, ver 3. and ficrificed /heep and oxen without 
number, ver. 6. Note, (1.) The eftablifhment of the public 
worfhip of God, according to his inftitution, and with the to- 
kens of his prefence, is and ought to be matter of great joy to 
any people. (2.) When. Chrift is formed in a foul, the law 
written in the heart, the ark of the covenant fettled there, fo 
that it becomes the temple of the Holy Ghoft, there is true 
fatisfaGion in that foul... (3.) Whatever we have the comfort 
of, we mult, by the facrifices of praife, give God the glory of, 
and not be ftraitened therein ; for with fuch facrijices God is 
quell pleafed. If God favour us with his prefence, we mutt ho- 
nour him with our fervices, the beft we have, ASS 


11 4 And it came to pafs when the priefts 
were come out of the holy place: (for all the 
priefts rhat were prefent were fanctified,, and 
did not then wait by courfe. 12 Alfo the Le- 
vites which were the fingers, all of them of A- 
faph, of Heman, of Jeduthun, with their fons, 
and their brethren; being arrayed in white li- 
nen, having cymbals, and pfalteries, and harps, 
ftood at the ealt end of the altar, and with them 
an hundred and twenty priefts, founding with 
trumpets). 13 It came even to pafs, as the 
trumpeters and fingers were as one, to make 
-one found to be heard in praifing and thanking 
the Lorn; and when they lift up their. voice 
with the trumpets and cymbals, and inftruments 
of mufic, and praifed the Lorp, /aying, For be 
zs good, for his mercy endureth for ever: that 
then. the houfe was filled with a cloud, even the 
houfe of the Lorp; 
could not ftand to minifter by reafon of the 

‘ cloud: for the glory of the Lorn had filled the 
houfe of God. . Ee RT: : 


Solomon, and the’ elders of Ifrael, had done what they could 
to grace the folemnity of the introduction of the ark ; but God, 
by teftifying his ae of what they did, put the greateft 
honour upon it. e cloud. of glory that filled the houfe, 
beautified it more than all the gold with which it was overlaid, 
or the precious {tones with which it was’ garnifhied, ‘and yet 
that was no glory in comparifon with the glory of the gofpel- 
difpenfation, 2 Cor. iii. 8, 9, 10. Obferve, 

1, How, God took poffeflion of the temple; he filled it with 
a cloud, vet. 13. 
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"in his courts with holy reverence and fear. Crhrift’s difciples "| 


_ priefts attended, and not any one particular courfe ; ail the 


“was work’ enough for them all, when fuch a. multitude of facri- 


the boufe was: filled with a cloud. i 
~ it°was not when they offered facrifices; but when they / S 


- endureth for ever ; (it is twenty-fix times.in one pfalm, (Pfa 


14 So.that the priefts, 


(1.) Thus he fignified his acceptance of 
this temple to be the fame to him, that the tabernacle of Mo-— 
{es was, and affured them, that he would be the fame. in it; 
for it was by a cloud that he made his public entry into that, 
Exod. xl. 34. {2.) Thus he confidered the weaknels and in- 
firmity of thofe to whom he manifefted himfelf, who could not 
bear the dazzling luftre of the divine light, it would have over- 
powered them; he therefore /preads a cloud upon it, Job xxvi. 

_g. Chrift revealed things unto his difciples as they were able 


to bear him, and in parables, which wrapped up divine things | 
as in-acloud. (3 ) Thus he would affe& all that worfhipped._ 


were afraid when they entered into a cloud, Luke.ix. 34. | 
(4.) Thus he would intimate the darknefs of that difpenfation, | 
by reafon of which, they could not. {tedfaltly look to the end 
of thofe things that were now abolifhed,. 2 Cor. iif 13. 
2. When he took pofleflion of it. (1.) When the pricfs 
were come out of the holy place, vet. 11. This is the way of \ 
giving poffeffion. All muft come out, that the rightful owner — 
may come in. | Would we have God dwell in our hearts, we || 
mutt leave'room for him’; let every thing elfe give way. We- 
are here told that upon this oceafion, the whole family of S 


7 
ta 


prichs that were prefent were fandlified, ver. 11. becaufe ther 


fices were to be offered, and becaufe it was fit they fhould all d 
be eye-witnefles of this folemnity, and receive the impreflions 
of it. (2.) When the fingers and muficians praifed God, t 
This is very obferyal 
ihe praifes of God, that God gave them this token of favour 
for the facrifice of praife plea/eth the Lord better than that 4 
an o% or bullock, Pial. kxix. 31. All the fingers and 'mufici 
were. employed, thofe of each of the three families; a 
complete the concert, one hundred and twenty prielts, 
their trumpets, joined with them, all ftanding at the ea 
the altar, on that fide of the court which lay oiitmoft 
the people, ver. 12. And when this part of the fervice’ 
the glory of God appeard. Obferve, [1.] It was when » 
were unanimous, when they were as one, to make on 
The Holy Ghoft defcended on the apoftles, when the 
with one accord, A@s ii. r.° Where unity is,’ the Lord 
mands the blefling, [2.] It was when-they wére lively 
hearty, and Jift up their voice to praife the Lord. The 
ferve God acceptably, when we are fervent. in fpirit, 
him. [3.] It was-when they were in their praif @8, ¢ ; 
the everlafting mercy and poodnefs of God, As th 


one faying more often repeated in {eripture than this, bis 7 


eet 
1.? 
cxxxvi.) and often elfewhere), fo theresis none mere fignally — 
owned from heaven; for it was not the expreflion of f 
rapturous flights that the’priefts were finging. when the 
of God appeared, but this plain fong, he is govd, and. 
endureth for ever. Which fhould make'us in love wi 
words. Gog’s goodnefs is his glory, and he is. pleafed 
we give him the glory of it, — ttn esta tee eet 
3. What was the effect of it? The prieffs them/elves could — 
not fland to minifler by reafon of the cloud, ver. 14. which, as — 
it was an evidence that the law made men priefts that had in- 
firmity, fo, (as Bifhop Patrick obferves) it was/a plain in 
tion that the Levitical priefthood fhould ‘ceafe, and ftan 
longer to minifter, when the *Meffiah fhould come, “in-who 
the fulne/s of the Godhead fhould dwell bodily In him the glo: 
ry of God ‘dwelt among us,- bat covered with a cloud. © 
word was made flefh, and when he comes to his temple 
refiner’s fire, who may abide the day of his coming 2° 
foal fand when he appeareth? Male iti. 152. 


eee CH A GUE Ne or ee 
The glory of the Lord, in the vebicle of a thick 

filled the houfe wich Sol:mon built, “by whic 

| fefied his prifence ther-, he prefently lays bu 

portunity, ant addr effeth birfelf to ‘God, as a God 

a pecuhar manner nigh at band. 1. He makes a 

declaration of his intent and meaning tn the builds 


“oh. VE ogc Sa 


$ ee ey ‘to the Jotisfation of the people, and the honour of : 
x 


Gad, both which he bliffed, ver. 4—11.. 11. He-makes a 
_) plemn, prayer to ‘God, that he would pleafe gracioufly to ace 
rs Ps cept and anfwer all the prayers that foould be made in or 
; ‘Bega that houf, ver. 12 42. This whole chapter we 
oe had. before with very little variation, + Kings vill 12,— 
33. to wh: eb it may not be amis here to look back. 


“HEN faid Solomon, The Lorp hath faid 
“that! he would ees in the thick -dark- 


+ 
\ 


z “eh x But. I have built an houfe ‘of habita-- 


“tion, for, thee, .and.a place for thy dwelling for 
ever. v9: And the king: turned ‘his: face, and 
bleffed the swhole’ congregation of Ifrael (and 
1 the congregation of Ifiael ftood).* 4 And he 
laid, Blefled be the Lorp God. of Ifrael;who hath 
with ‘his hands. fulfilled’ that which, he {pake 
with his mouth to my father David, faying, 5 
Since the day that I brought forth my people 
~ out.of the land of Egypt, I chofe no city among 


all the tribes of Ifracl to. build an. houfe in, that. 
myname: might: be there,.neither chole, I any.’ 


man tobe a ralerover my people: ffrael:s 6 But 
-Thave chofen Jerufalem, that my name ‘might 
be there, and. haye chofen David to be ‘over my 
" people ‘Taek 7 Now it was in the heart of 
~ Davidemy father. to build an houfe for the name 
_of the Lorp God of Irael. §-But the Lorp 
: - faid to David my father, Forafmuch.as it was in 
“thine heart to build an houfe for my name,thou 
_ didftywell-in,that it-was in thine heart ; 9 Not- 


_withftanding,.\thow halt snot» build the steel 


but thy fon'which fhall come forth out of thy: 
loins, he. fhall build the houfe* for my name. 
~ 10 The,Lorp therefore hath performed his word 

“that | he hath {poken: for L-am/rifen-up in the 

root of David my father, and am fet on the 

throne of Efrael, as the Lorn promifed, and have 
Built the honfe for'the.name of the Lorp God 
of Ifrael.-.11 And in it have 1 put the ark, 
wherein 7s the covenant of. the Loxp, that. he 
“made with the children of Ifrael.” 


oa each great confequence i in all our bette actions that we 
PB eiebeghe vel and: that our-eye be fingle. If Solomon had ‘built 
this temple)in the pride of his hearty as Ahafuerus made his 
feat, only to Jew the riches of his kingdom, and the honour. of 
his majefly, it would not have turned at all to his account. But 
he here declares upon. what indiicements he undertook it, and 
they are fuch as not only jultify, but magnify the undertaking. 
v. He did it for the. glory and. honourof God ; this was 
. Eni: higheft and ultimate end: in it. It was. for the name of 
the Lord God of Ifrach, veri 10. to bea boufe of habitation for 
2 him, ver. 2. He has indeed, as to us, made darkne/s his pa- 
“pilion, ver. 1.3 but let this houfe be the refidenceé of that dark- 
fs; for.it is in the upper world: that he, dwells in light, fuch 
as no’eéyé can approach, . 
»._ .2v He: did it in compliance: with the aaiae God had been 
- pleafed, to.make of penta, to be the bbe which he would 


+ ee ‘\YoL. H-* 
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record his name: ver. 6. 1 have chofen Fernfalem. A great 
many f{tately buildings there were in Jervfalem for tie king, his 
princes, and the roy: yal family. 
fit there be a building for him, which may excel all the reff. 
Were: men thus hanouned there, let God be thus honoured. 

3- He did it in purfuance of his father’s pood intentions, 
which he never had an epportunity to put in execution. /¢ 
was in the heart of David my faiber to build a houfe for God; 
the proje& was his, be it known to his honour, ver. 7: and 
God approved of it, though he permitted him not to put it in 
execution: ver. 8. Thow di? well that it was in thine heart. 
Temple- -work is often thus done ; one fows, and another reaps, 
John iv. 37, 38.; on¢ age begins that which the next brings 
to perfection ; and fet not the wifeft of men, think it any difpa- 
ragement to. them to purfue the good defigns which thofe that 
went before them haye laid, and to build upon their foundation. 
Every good piece is not an original, 

4. He déd it in performance of the word which God had f{po- 
ken.. God nad faid, Thy fon foall build the houfe for my name ; 


and now I have done it, ver. 93 15. The {ervice was appoint- 


ed him, and‘ the honour of it defigned him by the ‘divine 


promife; fo that he did’ not do it of his own ‘head, but was 
called of God.to.do.it.. He that. appoints the work, .it is fit 


he fhould have the appointing of the workmen ; and thofe may © 


go on in their work, with ae fatisfaction, who fee their call 


to e ‘clear. 


12 ff ‘And he, ftood before the altar of the 
rae in the prefence of all the ‘congregation 
of Ifrael, and {pread forth his hands; 13 (For 
Solomon had made a brazen {caffold, of five cu- 
bits 3 long, and five cubits broad, and three cu- 
bits high, and had fet it ‘in the. midtt of the 
court, and upon it he ftood, and kneeled down 


‘upon his knees before all’ the congregation of 


Ifrael, and fpread forth his hands towards hea- 


yen) 14 And faid, O Lorp God of Ifrael, there ~ 


is no God like thee in the heaven, nor in the> 
earth; which. keepeft covenant, and foeweft 
mercy unto thy fervants, that walk before thee 
with all their hearts: 15 Thou which hatt kept 
with thy-fervant David my father, that whic: 


thou hat’ promifed him ; and fpakett with thy 


mouth, and hat fulfilled it with thine hand, as 
it is this day. 16 Now therefore, O Lorp God. 
of Ifrael, keep with thy fervant David my. fa- 
ther, that which thou hat promifed him, fay- 


| ing,'There fhall not fail-thee a man in my fight 


to fit upon the throne of Ifrael; yet fo, that thy 
children take heed to their way to walk i in my 
law,.as thou haft walked before me. 17 Now 
then, O Lorp God of Hrael, let:thy word be ve- 
rified, which thou haft fpoken unto thy fervant 
David. 18 (But will God in very deed dwell 
with men on the earth? behold, heaven, and 
the heaven of heavens. cannot contain thee ; 
how much lefs this houfe which I have built!) 
19 Have refpect therefore to the ae ae of thy 
fervant, and to his’ fupplication, O Lorp my 
4Y¥ God, 


If God chufe that place, it is: « 


, 


-and an,oath-:beJaid: upon), him,. to: make: him 


- 


“this houfe : 
-own head, and by juftifying the righteous, eBy 


before the enemy, - 
“hame, and pray, and make fupplication ‘béfore 
the heavens, and forgive the fin of thy people 
thou’ gaveft to'them, and to their fathers, «26, 


_ vain, bécaufe they have finned againft thee ; yet 


“atid forgive the fin of thy fervanits,’ and of thy 
“people Irael, when thou haft iit them the 
good way, w 


if their enémies . 


fupplication , foever fhall be made of any man, 
_ or of all thy people Ifrael, when every one hall 
know-his own fore, and his own grief, and fhall | 
30 Then | 


thy ways fo long as they live in the land which, 


32, {1 Moreover, “thetefore fhall now only gleanup fome few sphee ni 


422 If. 
God, to hearken unto the cry and the prayer 
which thy fervant prayeth before thee: 20 That | 
thine eyes may be open.unto this houle day and- 
night, upon the place whereof ‘thow haft faid,’ 
that thou wouldit put thy name there; to heat- 
ken unto the prayer, which thy fervant prayeth 
towards this place,’ 21 Hearken, therefore un- 
to the {upplications of..thy fervant, .andiof thy 
people: ‘Afrael, which they'fhall> make towards 
‘this place: Heat thou from thy dwelling-place, 
even, ‘from heaven; and when thou heareft, for- 
give. 229 1fa man fin againtt his. neighbour, 


fwear, andthe: oath come ‘before thine altarin 
~-23'Then hear thou fori heaven, 
and do, and judge. thy fervants by. Yequitting 
the wicked, by recompenfing his. way, upon: his 


siving him according to his righteoufnefs. 24 
4 And if thy people Ifrael be put to the Hee 
ecaufe they. have finned, a- 
gainft thee ;.and fhall return and. confefs thy 


thee in this hotwife: 25 Then hear thou from 


Ifrael, and bring them again unto, the land which 
‘| When the heaven is fhut up, and there is no 
if they pray towards this, place, and Eotitets thy 


name, and, turn from. their fin when thou doit 
afi them: 27 Then hear thou ftom heaven, 


wherein they fhould walk; and fend 
rain upon the land which thou haft given unto 
thy people for an inheritance. 28 if there be 


déarth in thé land;ifthere be peftilence, ifthere | 


‘be blafting, or inildew, locufts, or caterpillars ; 
their land; whatfoever fore, ,or whatloever fick- 
nefs there ‘be: “29 Then what ‘prayer, or what 


fpread forth‘his hands in this houfe: 
hear thou from heaven thy: dwelling. place, and 


thou only knoweft the hearts of the children of 
men) 31 That they may fear thee, to walk in 


thou gaveft unto our fathers, 
concerning the Hanger, which is not. af et 


& 
a 
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epray in. this houfe.” 
the heavens, even oth Por dialing “place, an 


-thee,! (for: there is no man which 
and: thou be: ‘angty with them, and 
| over before. their enemies, an 


Yet, they bethink themfelves in th 
| ther they are carried captive,and: fu 
 unté thee in ‘the land of theit captivit 
| We have finned, we have done amif 


~all theitsheart an : 
ae) their captivity, whither theyh 
: thert Pacha and pray towa 


; 1 their caufe, and 3. | 
a Siege hoy have aleed a gaint thee. 


efiege them in the cities. of | 


| and thy faints Tejoice in. good ie 


‘remember: the. mercies.of David: thy fervant 


| itswere) the deed of dedication, by which the temple. 
forgive, and. render unto every man according = 
. unto all his ways, whofe heart thou knoweit: (for 


_ allour prayers, and to. expect all God’s favours and to. whom 
“Wwe are to have an aie in eyety Arig! ‘we have‘ to 


people Ifrael, but j is, cons from a far. coun 
thy great namics fake, 
and thy fivetched. out armas yi 

039 Then hear thoutt 


do according to all that the ftranger. calleth t 
thee for;.that all people. of the earth. may. how 
thy name,.and fear thee, asidorh thy peopled 
rael, and may know that. this ‘houfe which 
have built, is called By: “thy name. 034 if thy 
people go out to war. againtt. their. enemies A 
the WAY: that. thou. Ahalt dens th 


eae ‘prayer and. their fae 
maintain. their caufe,- 36 ne? they: 


away captives unto a land. far off or 


dealt, wickedly. ;. git ‘they return to 7 


with all their fo 


Now, my God, ‘let (I befeech: hed th 
be: open, and let thine ears eae 
therefore Rik 0) Lorn. Godt ; 
place, thou, and the ark of thy { 
priefts, O Lorn God, be ‘clothed wi 

420 L | 
God, turn not away the face of thine. a inted 


Solomon had) j in the foregoing verfes, figned cite fealed’ 


propriated t to the honour and fervice of God. 


prays the confécration-prayer, by which it Wat made.a fig 
of Chrift, the great Mediator, through whom’ we are tO offe 


with God. 
“We opeaed: the partiedlare! iiraih prat yet, 4 ‘Rings 


RH ae 


S: viii, : 


may’ be the Aue fubjetts of our E nledtasio PO 


’ 


a Chap. VI. 
© OS) Hele ate fome. doatrinal truths occaficnally laid down. 


BAS, €1.) That the God of Ifrael is a being of incompatable 
perfection. We cannot defcribe him ; but this we know, there 


ee <1 = r 
a .) ." 


As none like him tn heaven or in earth, ver.t4. All the creatures | 


have their fellow-creatures, but the Creator has not his peer. 
Ue is infinitely above all, and over all God blefed for ever. 
 (2.) That he is, and will be true to every word that he: hath 


“ fpoken ;.and all-that ferve him in fincerity, fhall certainly find | 


_ bir both: faithful and kind. . 'Thoféithat fet’God always ‘be- 
- fore, them, and. walk before him awvith’ all their hearts, thall 
-_ find him as good as his word, and better ; he will both keep 
_ covenant with them, and thew mercy to them, ver. 14. (3.) 
_ ‘Phat he is a being infinite and immenfe, whom the heaven, 
and heaven of heavens cannot contain, and to whofe felicity 
_ ‘nothing is added, by the utmoft we can do in his fervice, ver. 
“48. He is infinitely beyond the bounds of the: creation, and 
“infinitely above the praifes of all intelligent creatures. . (4.) 
That he, and he only knows the hearts of the children of men, 
~ ver. 30. All-mens thoughts, aims, and-affections, are naked 
and:open before him, and however’the imaginations and intents 
of our hearts may be concealed from men, angels, and devils, 
_. they cannot be hid from God who knows not only what is in 
the heart, but the heart itfelf, and all the beatings of it. (5-) 
That there is no fuch thing as a finlefs perfe@tion to be found 

_ «in this life, ver. 36. There-is' no man which finneth not; nay, 
which doth good'and finneth not ; {o'he ‘writes, agreeable'to what 
he here faith, Eceél: viis.20.. 5 oH 


S « 


2. Here are fome fuppofitions or cafes put, which are to be | 
» taken notice of. © (1.) He fuppofeth, that if doubts and-con- | 


_ troverfies arofe between man and man, both fides would agree 


20 appeal to God, and ‘lay’an oath upon: the perfon whofe tef- 


timony/ muft decideithe matter, ver. 22. ‘The teligious reve- 


rence. of an oath, as it was ancient, fo it may be prefumed it. 


awill continue as long as there are amy remains. of confcience 


and right reafon among men. (2.) He fappofeth, though If 
_ vael'enjoyed a profound: peace and tranquillity, that troublefome 
_- times would come. He‘did not think the mountain of their | 


_ profperity. ftood fo ftrong but that it might be moved ; nay, he 
expected fin would.move it. (3,)\ He fuppofeth, that-thofe 
who had not cailed ‘upon God at other times, yet in their af- 
-fiétion would feek him early, and earneftly. When they are 
“in ‘diftrefs, they-will’confefs their’ fins, and confefs thy name, 
and make fupplication tosthee. ‘Trouble will drive thofe to 


- fappofeth that” ftrangers would come from afar to worfhip the 
' God of Tfrael, and to.pay homage to him; and this alfo 
_ mightreafonably be expected, 'confidering what worthlefs.things 
“the gods of the nations were, ‘and what, proofs the-God of 
[frael had given of hisbeing Lord of the whole earth. 
3, Here are. petitions very pertinent. . 
’ 1ft, That God would own this houfe, and have an eye to it, 
as the place of which he faid he would put his name there, ver. 
20. He could not infaith have afked God to thew fuch pe- 
culiar favour to ithis houfe above any other, if he himfelf had 
not faid it-thould »be his reft-for‘ever.. The prayerthat will 
_ fpeed, mutt, be warranted by.the word, We may therefore 
___ with-humble confidence.pray to.Gad to, be well pleafed with 
_ us in Jefus Chrift, bec: he has declared -himfelf well-pleafed 


~~ God that chad faid'to him ee wer. 24;,:26, 28. (4) He . 


in him; this is my beloved Sou ; but faith not now.of any houfe, | 


this is my beloved place. » ye be 
__2dly, That God would hear and accept the prayers which 
 fhould be made in, or towards that place, ver. 21, He afks 


a 


not that God fhould help them, unlefs. they prayed for them- | 


__ felves; but that God would help them in anfwer to their prayers. 
_ Even Chrift’s interceflions do not fuperfede, but encourage our 
 fupplications. He prays that God would hear from his dwel- 
7 
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ling-place, even front heaven ; that is his dwelling-place {till ; 
not this temple ; and thence help muft come. 


And when'thou-heareft forgive: Note, “The: forgivenefs of 
one fin, is that which makes way for all the other anfwers to : 


Our prayers, removendo probibens. : 
--34ly, That God would give judgment according to equity, 
upon all the appeals that fhould be made to him, ver. 23, 30. 


‘This we may in faith pray for, for we ate fare it fhall bedone. — 


God fitteth’on the throne judging right. 
4thly; That God would return ‘in mercy to his people, when 


_ they repented and reformed, and fought unto him, ver, 25, 27; 


38, 39: This we alfo may in faith pray for, building upon 
the repeated declarations God has made of his readinefs to ac- 
cept penitents. 
5thly, That God would bid the ftrangers‘welcome to this 
houfe, and anfwer their prayers; vers 3 3w+ for if-there be in 
duty, .why fhould there not. be, in: privilege, one law for the 
ftranger, and one born in the land, Lev. xxiv. 22. 
6thly, That God would upon all occafions, own and pléad 
the caufe of his people Iftael, again{t all the oppofers' of it, ver. 
35. maintain their caufe 3 and again; ver..39. | If they be the 
I{rael of God, their caufe is. the-caufe of God, and he willef 
poule it. - eee 5 
Lajftly, He conclades this prayer with fome, expreffions, 


‘which he had ‘learned of his good father, and borrowed from 


one of his pfalms. We had ther not in thé Kings, but here 
we have‘them, ver. 41, 42. The whole word of God is of ufe 
to.dire& us in prayer, and how can we exprefs ourfelyes.inbet- 
ter language to God, than that of his own fpirit? But, thefe 
words were of ufe in a fpecial manner to diregt Solomon, be- 


' ¢aufe they had reference to this very work that he-was now 


doing: We have them, Pfal. cxxxi.’ 8, 9, 10: He’ prays, 
€ver. 41.) (1.), That God would-take pofleftion ofthe temple, 
and keep.pofleffion ; that he, would make it. his. refting-place- 


Thou and the ark ; what will the ark do without the God of : 
_the ark! ordinances without the God of the ordinance$ ! (2.) 


That he would make the minifters of the temple public blef- 


- fings,"clothe them with falvation, i. e. not only fave them, but 


make.them.inftrumental to fave others, by offering the facri- 


fices of righteoufnefs. (3.) That the-fervice of the temple 


might turn abundantly to the joy and fatisfaction of all the Lord’s: 


"people. Let thy faiats rejoice in goodne/s, i. . in the goodne/s 


of thy boufe, Pfal. xv. 4. Letvall that come hither to'wor- 
fhip, like the Eynuch, go away rejoicing. | He pleads two 
things, ver, 42.  [1.] -His own relation to:'God :; Tura not 
away the face of thine anointed. Lord, thou haft appointed me, 
to be king, and wilt not thou own me? [2.] God’s coyenant 
with his father: Remember the mercies of David thy fervant. 
‘The piety of David towards God, fo fome underftand it, and 
fo the word fometimes fignifies, his pious care of: the ark, and 
concern for it. See Pfal. cxxxii. 1, 2,5. , Qr, the promifes 
of God to David, which were mercies to him, his great fup- 
port and comforts in all his troubles. “We may plead, as So- 
‘lomoa doth here, with an eye to Chrift. “We deférve that 
God fhould turn-away-our face, that he) fhould treje@-usyand 
our prayers ;, but we come in the name of the Lord ‘fefus, shine 
anointed, thy Meffah, fo the word is, thy Chrij? ; fo the Se- 
venty. Him thou hedreft always, and wilt never curm away. 
his face.’ We have no righteoufnefs of our own to plead, but 
Lord remember ‘the mercies of David thy fervant. Chrift is 


-God’s fervant, ; Ha. xlii. 1. and is called David, Hofvin. 5. 


Lord, remember his mercies, and accept of us on, the account 
of thera, Remember his tender concern for his Father’s ho- 
nour, aid man’s falvation, and what he did and fuffered from 
that principle. Remember the promifes of the everla{ting co- 
venant, which free grace has, made to us in Chrift, and which 

. 4 Y 2 are 


724 If. 
are catled the fure mercies of David, Ifaolv. 3. and As xu. 
34, Lhis mutt be all our defire,, and. all. our, hope, all our, 
prayer, and all our plea, for it is all our falvation. 


(ay 5 fs) ES et |b 
In this chapter we have God’s'anfiver to Solomon’s’ prayer. 
1. .His public anfwer by fire fromibeaven, wich confumed 
the facrifices, ver. 1, with which the priefs and peaple 
mere much affefed, ver. 25). and by that token of God's 


acceplance, were encouraged to continue the folemnities of > 


the fea for fourteen days, and Solamon was encouraged 
to purfue all his defigns for the Bonour of God, ver. 4,—11. 


\ 


TL. His private anfwerby word of mouth, na dream or | 


wifion of the night, yet. 125-22,  Mofl stot things 
we. bad Defare, I Kings Vill. and i Eke ts 


JOW when Solomon. had readies an end of 
praying, the fire: came down from heaven, 

and confumed the burnt!offering and the facri- 
fices; and the glory of the Lorp filled the 

houfe,. 


» Lorp ‘had’ filled ‘the ‘Lorp’s ‘houle. 3’ And 


when all the children of Hrael faw how the fire | 
came down, and the glory of the Lorp upon | 
the houfe, they bowed: themfelves with: their” 


faces to.the ground upon the payement, and 


worfhipped, and praifed the Lorn, fuying,: For 


cigs 
‘Then the king and all the people’ offered fa- 


be is good, for‘his mercy endureth for-ever: 


crifices before the Lorp.. 5 And king Solomon 
offered a facrifice of twenty and two thoufand 
oxen, and an hundred and twenty thoufand 


fheep; fo the king and all the people dedicated © 
the houfe of God: 6.And the priefts waited | on | 


their offices : the Levites. alfo with inftruments 


of mufic. of the, Loap,. which. David the king 
had made to praife the Lorp, becaufe his mer- 
cy endureth for ever, when David praifed by’: 
“and” the priefts founded trum- 


their miniftry : 
pets before them, and. all Ifrael ftood. -7 More- 


over;, Solomon hallowed the middle of the:court. 
that was before the houfe of the:Lorp: for | 


_there he offered burnt-offerings, and the fat of 
the peace-offerings, becaufe the brazen. altar 


which Solomon had made, was not able to re-. 
ceive the. burnt-offerings, and the meat-offer-_ 
8 4 Alfo at the fame time’ 


ings, andthe fat. 
Solomon kept the feaft feven days, and all Ifrael 
with him, a very great. congregation, from the 


entering, in of Hamath, unto the river.of Egypt.. 


9 And in the eighth day they made a folemn 

aflembly : for they kept the ‘dedication of the 
altar feven days, and the feaft feven days. 0 
And on the three and twentieth day of the fe- 


venth month, he fent the people away into their. 


tents, glade and merry in. heart for the goodnefs 


2 And the priefts could not enter into) 
the houfe’ of the Lor», becaufe the glory of the > 
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_ they faw the fire of God come: down from heaven thus 


_ prefence, and their! inability. to: {land before the power of 


¢ 


“made. to: Shiono? siprayer., The fir 


Solemn dn, "and to Lfrael his Pp 

Solomon fnithed. the “houfe te re 
the king’ s houfe and. all ines into, 
mon’s heart to'make in. the houfe of! the-Larp 
and'in his‘own houte, he profperoufly effected 


root gistod? bays 
ch, God. jmmediately 
pwn from heave 
and confumed. the facrifice were 1... In, | Way | God. tefti 
his -acceptance, of Mofes,- Ley. ix. 24, of Gideon, Judg. 
24. of David, 1,Chron. xxi. 264; of Elijah, }.1. Kings 
38. and in general, to accept the burnt-facrifice, iss intl 
-brew.phrafe,,to turn. it to. alhes,Pfalaxx. 3+, «Lhe fire came, 
down here, not uponthe. killing, of the. facrifice et 
ing of the prayer. |, This fire fpake God,,(1.) | 

felf; for our; God ts.a confuming fies terrible ev 
places. 7 -Dhis fire, breaking fonth (as it,is probab 
thick darknefs, made it the more, terrible, as;on 
Exod. xxiv. 46,/.17- . Ube fioners in. Sion had dae to 
afraid.at thisi fight, and.to fay. Who among us. Spall well 
this-devouring pre? Ua, xxxiii. 14. And. yet, (2 
‘to Utael;- for, this. fire, which might: jultly. hav 
them), and eon hat the facrifice. i aptd was ostenety 


a Peete ie jth ceeclen return! 


jfead and confyumed that 5. 


away sees them. » Let us an tits, ee 
_of Chrift ;, when it pleated the Lord ife 
to-grief, -in that he. fhewed. his. 2 
on, him the iniquity of all. , His: 
was made fin.and a curfe, shat. we m 
and, a blefling,, That facrifice was, €o 
efcapez/Here am I, let thefe go away. 
cation of the Spirit, who defcendeth like. 
lofts and corruptions, thofe bealts:that 
~ arelundone ; and Kincligges in our fo 
devout affections, al be 
heart... ‘The fureft. 
is the defcent of this ly fire | upon 
within ut)? Luke xxiv., 32. ~ a fa 
God accent os Solomon’s prayer, fill the glory of the L 
led the boufe? ‘The heart that is thus filled with a holy aw 
and reverence of the: divine. glory, to’ which God pubes 
himfelf in bis greatnefs, and | (which is. no le his ait) 
his goodnefs, is thereby. owned as a living tem) 
2. The grateful return. made to God fon this 
of his favour. 


ift, The people “uapliippot ott Saif God} ete! : 


did not sun away ina fight, but kept their ground in: the 
of the Lord, and took occafion from it, 1. With rever 
adore the glory of God; they bowed their faces to the g 
and worfbipped, thns exprefling their awful dread of the di 
Majefty, their chearful fubmifiion to the divine authority, 
the fenfé they‘had of their own ‘unworthinefs to come: int 


wrath. 2. With: thankfulnefs.to- acknowledge the goodnefs 
God, even, then, when the fire of the Lord came down, | 
_ they praifed’ him, faying, For he is good, for his mer 
forever: iP halise foog never out of ferfon, af 
our Kearts and. tongues fhould be never ont of tune, | ve 
it: bey yet God.is pood. .When:he. manifelts himfelf as a cor 
fuming fir si fianers; his people can, rejoice in in 

light. they had reafon to fay, ‘that in 
good 5 ht 3 a Me. ciel mercies that we. are not. co 
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“dat thefacuificei in our ftead, for which we are. bound: to be 
“very thankful. 
-adly, The king ak all the sient seas fe aGITTCeS 1 in abun- 


dance, ver. Ani 5s “With thefe they féafted this. ‘holy fire, ‘and 
“bid it welcome Sis the altar. 'They had offered facrifices be- 
fore,!but now they increafedthem.’ Note, Phe tokens of Gad’s: 
favour to us fhould enlarge, our hearts \in-his feryice, and make 
Bs to abound therein more and. more. ‘The king’s example 
-ftirred tip’ the people. ‘“Godd work !Ys: then likely: to go" on, 
“when the’ leadéts of ‘a people’ lead in ity The! facrifices’ were 
fo ‘Dumerovs, that 'the'alear could not contain them all, but ra- 
; ther than any of them fhould be ‘turned back, though we imay 
fappofe the blood of them all was {prinkled upon the altar, yet 
ie é fleth of the burnt- offerings, ’ and the'fat of the peace’offer- 
“ings was burnt in the mid of thé court, ver! 7. which Sdlo- 
“mon either hallowed foi that fervice, or ‘hallowed by it. = 
: cafe of necefiity, the p pavement right ‘be an altars: 
aS ‘3dly; The priefts did theit'part, ‘they waited ‘on their affees} 
Vand the fitigers ‘and’ siuficians on ‘theirs; ver. 6. with the in- 


 ftruments that! David made, and the | hynin that’ David had put- 


- into their hand," ‘as fome think it’ may be read; meafinp that, 
-y Chron, xvi: 7: Or, as we tead it, when David praifed? by 
their ‘miniltry. He employed, directed, and encouraged them’ 
in this work of p ; raifing God j and therefore their performatices' 


were. ackepted #0 his att, ‘and™ he i is cea to praife™'by threire 


Dos rea dn ane 


caminiftry) eo 
. 4thly, The whole pice aor eRe the® greatelP joy 
tid fatisfaction imaginable. ‘They kept the fealt of the dedi+ 
ation ‘of the altar fever days,°from the fecorid to the ninth, 
hen ‘the’ tenth day was the day’ of atonement, when they were 
midit of their rejoi ditihgs': ‘then on the rth day, began the fealt 


of tabernacles} “which: éontinued to the! 2d) and. they did aot! 
“part till ‘the: aad. “We mnilt' never'gradge the time that'we - 


“fpend in thé ‘worlhip of God, and’ ‘communion ‘with him § ae 
y think Gt long,’ ot grow fi fick of it. 


‘sthly, Solomon went on’ in his work,’ and breifperolly ef | 


a feéted all he’ defigned, ‘for the adorning both of God’s hoofe 


and his own, ver. 111 'Thofe'that begin with the fervice'of 


God} ‘are ‘ikely" ‘to goon ficcefsfully in'their own affairs: © It 
ras” Soloition? $ praife, that what he undertook he went through 
with, arid i it was by: ee piace of God that he profpered:i ine it. 

i STB: gaz) ‘ t CLIN 
12 q ‘And. the Lorn. appeared to Solomon by 
night; ‘and faid unto him, I have heard thy 


prayer, and have schofery this’ place to: myfelf 


for an houfe of* facrifice: 13 IfT fhut up hea- 
yen that there be no.rain,_ or.if I command the 
locufts to devour. the. land, or if I fend peftilence 
. among my people's 14 If my people which are 
‘called “by my name, ‘fall humble themfelves 
‘and { pray, and feek1 my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways: then will, I hear, from, heaven, 
and will forgive. their fin;and- will heal. their 
dand.° 1 5 Now mine eyes:fhall be open, and 


‘mine éars attent unto ‘the: “prayer that is made 
in this place. 16 For now. have. a chofen and. 


fanGtified this, houfe, that my, name, may be 


‘there for ever: -and-mine! eyesiand ‘mine heart | 
all be there perpetually-'i7 And as for thee; - 
of thou wilt walk before me, as David thy fa-- 


‘ther walked, and do according toall that I have 
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foie their fouls for fin, and that was not unfeafonable in the > 


commanded thee, and fhalt obferve my ftatutes 
and my judgments: 18 Then will f ftablih the 


throne of thy kingdom, aecording as I have co-> 


venation w ith David thy father, daying, The re 


ig But.if-ye turm away; and forfice miyvitatutes 
and my commandments which T have fet before 
you, and fhall go and ferve other gods, and 
worfhip them :. 20:Then will I pluck them up. 


by the reots.out of my land which L have given: 


them; and this houfe-which I-have fan@ified. 
for my name, ‘will L caft out: of my fight,and. 
will make it to be a proverb, and a by-word a- 
mong all nations. .21 And this houfe which is 
high, fhall: be an aftonifhment.to-every one that 
pafieth by it; fo that he thall fay,;Why hath 
the Lorp done thus. unto this land, and unto 
this houfe? 22 And it fhall-be anfivered,. Be-. 
cauife! they/forfook the Lorp God) of} thei: fa- 
thers, which ‘brought them forth eat of the land 


of, Egypt; and laid hold on other gods, and: wor- 


fhipped them, and ferved them : therefore hath: 
he: brought all this evil upon them, 


That God accepted Solomon’s prayer, appeared by the fire 
from heaven.’ But it’ is. poflible a prayer may be accepted, 
and ‘yet-not anfwered in’ the letterof its “and therefore Gods, - 
appeared. tovhim inthe. night, as he did once befores chap. is” 


7. and after a day of facrifice too, as then; and.gaye him.a 


particalar anfwer to. his prayer. We had the fabltance of i It 
| before 1 Kings ix. 2,0. 


1. He) promifed' to iown ‘this houfe for a bu fe of facrifice: 
to Ifrael, and a houfe of prayer for all people, Uae Wis 7. vere 


12, 16. My name. fhal] ibe :there for ever, in e, there, will 2 


make myfelf known, and there will I be called upone 

2. He promifed to anfwer the prayers of his people that 
fhould at any time be made in that place, ver. 12,—155. Ci } 
National judgements are here fuppofed, ver. 13. - Famine and. 


peltilence, and perhaps war is intended by the locufts devour- 
ing the land, enemies as greedy as locutts, and Jaying-all wafte.. . 


(2.) National repentance, prayer, and.reformation are required, 

ver. 14. God expects that his people, who are called by his. 
name, ifthey have difhonoured his namé by ‘their'i iniguity, fhould. 
honour it. by accepting the punifhment oftheir iniquity. Vhey 


muft humble themfelves undershis, hand, mutt pray, for the re-.- 


movali of the judgement, muft feek the face and favour.of God; 
and yet all this will not do, unlefs they turn from their wicked 
ways,,and return. to the God:from whom they ‘have’ revolted. 
(3-) National merey'is them promifed; that'God will forgive: 
their fin, which brought the judgement upon them, and then 
heal their ‘land, redrefs all. their. grievances. , Pardoning. mer-. 
cy makes: way for healing mercy, Pfal. ci. 3 Math. ix.. 

3. He promifed’ to perpetuate Soloman’s kingdom, ope: 
condition- he perfevered 1 in his duty, ‘ver. 17, 18., If he ho- 
ped for the benefit of God’s covenant with ‘David, he mutt i-- 


. mitate the example: of. David. 


But he fets before him death aswell as life, the curfe as well! 
as the blefling. (1. ) He fuppofeth it poflible, that though they 
had'this temple built to the honour of God, yet.they might be 
drawn’ afide' to worthip’ 6ther gods, ver. rg. He Knew their 
bent. to backflide into that fin. (2.) He. threatens: it as cer-- 


tare 
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fain, that: if they did fo, it would certainly be the rain of both | 


chureh and ‘ftate. [1.J It would be the rem of: their ftate, 
vet) 20.' Though they have taken déep root, and taken root 
long in this good and, yet I will pluck them up: by the ‘roots, 


éxtirpate the whole nation, pluck them’ up as: men pluck up — 
weeds out of their garden, which*are thrown to the donghill, 


Of 2. It would. be the ruin of their church. This’ fan@uary 


Would be no fanétuary’ to them to provect them fromthe judge- | 
qnénts of God, as they imagined; faying, The temple ofthe Lord | 
are we, Jer. vii. 4. This houfe' which is‘high, not'only for | 
the’ magnificence of its {truéture, but for the defigned ends and — 


ufes of it fhall be an aftonifhment, it fhall come down wonder- 
fully; Lam. 'f. 9. to the ‘amazement of all the neighbours. 


\ast tenses) 5 H AP: vith 


Tw this chapter we are told, 1 What cities Solomon built, ' 
ver 1, £6. ° IT. What workmen’ Solomon employed, ver. — 
“g —yo. “IT. What care he took about a proper Jettlément | 
for bis wife, ver. 11. 1V. What a good method be put the | 
“remple fervice into, vet. 12,—16. V. What trading he | 


had with foreign countries, ver. 147, 18. 


it, 4 And (he built Tadmor in the wildernefs, 


and all the ftore-cities, which he built in Ha. | 
math. .5,Alfo he built Beth-horon the upper, | 
and Beth-horon the nether, fenced cities, with 
walls, gates, and bars: 6 And Baalath, and all | 


the ftote-cities that Solomon had, and all the 


chariot-cities, and the cities.of the horfemen, — 


and all that Solomon defired to build in Jeru- 


land of his dominion, 744s for all the people 
shat wereleft of the Hittites, and the Amorites, 


falem, and'in Lebanon, and Sec uae the | 
ral 


and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Je- | 
bufites, which were not of Mracl; 8' But of | 
their childten who were Jeft after them in the — 
land, whom the children of Hrael confumed not; _ 


them did Solomon make to pay tribute, until 
this day.” 9 But of the children of Ifrael did 
Solomon’ make no fervants fot his work : ‘but 
they were men of war, and chief of his captains, 
and captains of his chariots and horfemen. 10 
And thefe were the chief of king Solomon’s of- 
ficers, even two hundred ‘and: fifty, that bare 
rule over thé people, 11 | And Solomon 
brought up the daughter of Pharaoh out of the 
city of David, unto the houfe that he had built 
for her: for he faid, My wife fhall not dwell in 


the houfe of David’ king of Ifrael, becaule the 
- places are holy, whereunto the ark of the Lorv | 


hath come. 


A NDaiit came to-pafs (at the end. of twenty a One PE STNG Do NE Ee oe 
‘years; whereimSolomon had built» the | 
houfe of the Lord, and his own houfe), °9 "Phat 3 

- the ‘cities which Huram_ had, reftored to Solo- 
mon, Solomon built them, and caufed the chil- } 
dren of Ifrael to dwell there, 3 And Sclomon | 
went to Hamath-zobah, and prevailed againft - | 

: | ) fs, | fires. He was none of them, that enlarge them endlefsly, and 


- court of the temple that was the court of the women. 


at i 


of wat, which is as much)a man’s bafinefs, as it is in fummier 


913-10,231THOo Sit, Sonia 
2: As be was a man_of pofimeds bienlsti ane dic not confult 
his. own eafe, fo he employed a great many hands, 


ipl at ma ands, kept, abun-_|| 
dance of ‘people to work! It is the intereft Of a ftate by all 
means pofhible to promote and encourage induftry, and to keep 
its fubjects from idlenefs. A great many ftrangers there were: 
in, Ifrael,..many that. remained of the Camaanites;,and | 
were welcome to live there, but not to live and do notht 
The men of Laith, ‘who had no bufinefs were.an ealy p 
the invaders, Judg- XVIti. be Of ea oo? LV Gack ig @ 
3. That when Solomon had: begun. with building’ the. 
of Goi, and/made good work and quick work of that, che j 
{pered in all his undertakings, fo that he built IE 
to build, ver..6.  Thofe that have a genius for 


On ) 
bh 


and improve the‘former. Now obferve, (1.). 
prayidence even. gratified Solomon’s! humour, and: 
{ucgefs)not only in, all, that-he needed to build, and) th 
for his advantage to build,. but-in all that he had a mi 
build. “ So indulgent a father God is fometimes to 


cent’ defires of his children that { Thu pleaf 
Jacob with that promife,’ Fo/eph: his hand on thi 
eyes. (2) hat Solomon knew how to fet Bounds’ to ‘his. 


can never be-fatisfied, but knew when to take up; for he 4- 
nifhed all-he defired,,and then he=defired no! : id. not 
fit dewn.and.fret that he had not-more cities to AS | 


holy David had-prayed many a good prayer; and fung | 
{weet pfalm. Not that-all the laces hmueeaPesel "had bec 
were, fo, holy.as,neyer to be put toa common ufe then 
the houfes of Abinadab and Obed-edom muft have. 
But the place where it had been fo: long, and had been fo 
blicly attended, on, was fo venerable, that it was not fit ‘too 
the place-af fo,much gaiety, not to fay iniquity as was to: 
found, it; wasito-be feared, inthe court that-Pharaoh’s daught 
kept. ; Note; Between. things facred and things common +t 
ancient.land-marks ought tobe. kept: up. ‘Tt, was an outs 


' 32 §Then Sclomon. offered burnt-offerir 
unto, the Logon, on, the altar of the Loan, which 
he had built before the porch: 13. Even a 
a-certain rate every day, offering according 


t 


. See 
Chap. VIIL 
“the commandment of Mofes;. on the: fabbaths, 
sand on the new-moons, and on -the ‘folemn 
-featts, three tumes/in the year, even in the featt 
_of unleavened bread, and in the featt.of weeks. 
and in the,feaft.of tabernacles. - 14 9 And the 
appointed, according to:the order of David ‘his 
father, the courfes of the priafts to their -fervice, 


and the Levites to'their cHargés) to /praile and 
-minifter. before the priefts, as the duty of every | 


day required: the porters.alfo by. their’ courfes, 
atvevery gate! forsfo had David the man of 
God commanded. ~ 5 And they departed’ not 
from the commande 


olomon ‘was ‘prepared unto the “day of the | 


foundation of the houfé of the Loxp, and wntil 
it ye ibithid 3 fo the houfe of the Lorp. was 


perfected... 17 4 Then. went Solomon to Ezion- 
geber,.and to Eloth,atcthe fea-fide in the land | 
18And> Hurant fent’ him by the | 
tands of ‘his fervants, “fhips, and fervants that — 
had Knowledge of the fea; and they- went,with 
the feryants \of Solomon: to Ophir, and took — 
thence: fourchundredvand fifty talents | of gold, 


of Edom 
hands’ of ‘his 


and brought them to king’Sdlomon.”” 
Sit SOY OF Ww Waist Sid“ badatint. 4d 
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20 Hete isy:ax: Solomon's devotion!! The building of the teint 


ple was im order to the fervice of the temple ; whatever'colt he 
"Was atin rearing the ftru@ure, if he negletted the worfhip 
that was to be performed there, it had been all-to no purpofe. 
Ailing theodevotion of others will sot atone for oir own'ne- 
gisdts.:. When? Solomon ‘had:built the temple, 
sol f, He kept upi the holy facrifices there, according’ to the 


“not been! conftantly brought as'the food of that altar, and ‘the 


-fuelvof that’fire.:. There were daily factifices, a certain rate | 


every day, as duly as the day came; ‘weekly *facrifices “on ‘the 
fabbath, double to’what was offered ‘on other’ days ; ‘monthly 
Aacrificess' onthe new moons ; and yearly facrifices, at the three 
folemn feafts.-)'They are {piritual facrifices that ate now ‘re. 
“quired of us, which we are'to bring daily and Weekly; and it 
ts good to be in a fettled: method of devotion.. ty, 20d 
 _2dly, Tle kept up the holy fongs there, according to the Jaw 
of David, who is here called the man of \God, as Mofes was, 
becavfe he was both inftruéted ‘and authorifed’ of God to make 
thefe eftablifhments’: and Solomon took care to fee ‘them ob- 
ferved, asthe duty of every day required, ver.14. Solomon, 
though a wife and great man, ‘and the builder of the” temple, 
did not attempt to amend, alter, or'add towhat the “man: of 
God had, in God’s name, commanded; but elofely adhered to 
that, and ufed his authority to have that’ duly obferved, and 
then none departed from the ¢ommandment of the king, concern- 
ing any matter, ver. 15, He obferved ‘God’s laws, and then 
“all obeyed his orders. When. the fervice of the temple was 
put into this good order, then’ it is faid, the Bonfe of the Lord 
was perfeded, ver. 16. The work was the main matter, not 
the place, the temple was unfinifhed till all-this was done. 
__ 2. Solomon’s merchandife. He did +himfelf in perfon.vifit 
‘the fea-port towns of Eloth and Ezion-geber; for they that 
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rom the commandment of the king ‘unto the 
prieits ‘and Levites, concerning. any; matter, -or | 
ens the. treafures../ 16:Now-all the work | 
¥: 
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deal much in the world, will find it their intereft; as far as they 
can, to-infpect their affairs themfelves, and to. fee with. their 
own. eyes, ‘ver. 17. Canaan.was.a rich. country, and yet mult 
fend to Ophir for gold. The Ifraelites were.a.wife and: un- 
der{tanding people,, and yet muft be beholden: to the King .of 


Lyre for aten-that had knowledge. of the fray ver. 18.5,and,yet™ 


Canaan was’God’s peculiar Jand, and Ifrael God’s pecuhar 
peoples: which seacheth us, that. grace, and not gold, is the belt 
riches, and acquaintance with, God. and his law, avotayith arts 
and ferences, the,beft kaowledge. 1 ato ae 


Cr As Pati bX 


abroad. We bad this account of his grandeur, x Kings x. 
nothing ts here added.3* but bisdefztitan towards bis latter 
vend, which we have there, chap. xi. 19 bere, omitted, and 
the clofe of this chapter brings bhimto the grave with an 
unflarned reputation. E think, none. of therehapters in. the 
Goromeles agree fo, much with a chapter in the Kings, as 
this doth with 1 Kings x. vere for ver[2, only that the twe 
Jef verfes thereare put into one berey. and vere 25, here 
7s ain Ee 1 Kings iv. 26. and the three lai verfes here 
(from 1 Kings xi..q1,—43. 6 Berets, Li The hondu? which 
+ the queen of Sheba: did. to: Solomons, in, the-pifit. foe snide 
hin £0 hear. bis wwifdom, ver. 14-—~13,... il. Many inflances 
_given of the riches and Jolendor of Solomons court; vere 
“43-28. ILL. The conclusion of his reign, Ver. 20,—3 16. 


| ND-when the queen of Sheba, heatd of 


_. the fame of Solomon, fhe ¢ame to proye 


Solomon with hard queftions at Jerufalem, with 
a yery great company, and. camels that bare 


Apices, and gold in abundance, and_ precious 
ftones: and. when fhe ‘was. come to Solomon,. 


fhe communed with him of all that was in, her 
heart. 2 And Solomon.told ,her all her que- 
flions: and there was nothing hid from Solo- 


} mon, which he told her not. 3 And. when the 
Jaw'ioh Mofes, ver. £25/1'3..0In wainhad the altar been ‘built, 
“andinivain had fire come down fromheaven, if facrifices had _ 


queen of | Sheba had feen. the, wifdom of Solo- 
monand the houfe that he had: built, 4 And 
the meat of his table, and, the fitting of his fer- 


.vants, and the attendance of his minifters, and 
| their apparel, his cup-bearers alfo, and their 


apparel, and his afcent ‘by, which he ‘ went up 
into. the houfe of the Lorp.; there. was.no more. 
fpirit in her. 6 And the faid to, the king, Jt 
was a true report which I heard in mine own 
land, of thine aéts, and of thy wifdom : 6 How- 
beit, 1 believed not their words, until’ I came, 
and mine eyes had feen it: and behold, the 
one half of the greatnefs,of thy wifdom was not 
told me: for’ thou .exceedeft the fame that I 
heard. 7 Happy are thy men, and happy are 
thefe thy fervants, which fland continually be-~ 
fore thee, and hear thy wifdom. 8 Blefled be. 
the Lorn thy God, which. delighted in thee: 
to fet thee on his throne, %¢ be king for the. 
Lorp thy God: becaufe thy God loved Ifrael; 
to eftablith them for ever, therefore made, he- 
thee king over them, to do judgment wee 

ice, 


Solomon here cantinues to look very great both, at home ,and: 


gz 


---fhe had brought unto the king: fo the turned, [> 
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flice. 9 And fhe pave the king an hundred. 
and twenty talents. of gold, and of {pices great 
abundance, and precious. ftones.:, neither was. 
thefe any fuch {pice as the queen of Sheba gave ; ers, 
“king Solomon. 10 And the fervants alfo of | 
“Huram,\and. the fervants of Solomon, which, }, 
brought gold from Ophir, brought algum-trees,| | 
and precious ftones. 11 And the king made’ ; 
of thealaum-trees, tertifes to the houfe. of the 
_Lorp, and to the king’s palace, and harps and 
-plalceries for fingers; and there were none fuch 
‘teen before in the land of Judah, h2 And king Ita eaedPhoy to 

Solomon gave tothe queen of Sheba, all her de-) / 

fire, Whatfoever {lie aiked, befides thaé which | 


z 
23 


& 


ern 
ye dee Rates tre eter ew 


and. went.away to her, own. land, fhe and «her 
fervants. Me BA eck tee oe 


ple to doin our, inquiries. after him, Matth. xi, 42. we mutt 
hsthO Se CEE GAS Br 


x.. That -thofe, that honour God, he. awill honour, 1 Sam il. 


} me, W 
_faftened to # a'ftdys “on’ ‘each: 
of the fitting-place, and tw lions ftandin 
othe ftaysy 19 And twelve liens, od there 
“the one fide and on» the: other, ,upon, the. 
fieps.” ‘Phere “was tot! the likey'ma : 
kingdom. , 29, 4 And all the dit 
| .of king Solomon wer i ge 


ares 


24 And’ they brought every: 
_vellels of filver, and vellels oF 
-harnels, and fpices, horfes 


nent were they, it was honour enough to be named ftom them. ' 
6. We ought to rejoice and give God thanks for the gifts, 


7. yee 


’ 
~ 


os 
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~ Chap. IX. 
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~ fand ftalls for horfes and chariots, and twelve 


thoufand herfemen, whom he beftowed in the 


‘chariot-cities, and with the king at, Jerufalem. 
26 @ And he reigned over all the kings, from 
the river, even unto the Jand of the Philiftines, 


and to. the border. of Egypt. 27 And the king 


“made filver in Jerufalem as. ftones, and, cedar- 


. trees made he as the fycomore-trees, that .are 


in the low plains, in abundance.’ ©28°And they 
brought. unto,Solomon horfes out of Egypt, and 
eut of all lands. 29 4 Now the reft,of the acts 
of Solomon, firft and laft;: are they not, written 


in the book of ‘Nathan the prophet, and in the 


Mors feeptra figonibus equat. :. 
_- 1. Here is Solomon reig 


-. had, or Jball have, chap. i. 12. 
if, Never any prince appeared in public with greater: fplen- 


prophecy, of Ahijah the Shilonite, and in the 
vifions.of Iddo the. feer, againft Jeroboam the 
fon of Nebat? 30 And Solomon reigned. in 
Jerufalem over all Ifrael forty years... 31 And 
Solomon flept with his fathers, and he was bu- 


x 


“ried in the city of David his father, and Reho- 
~- boam-his fon reigned in his ftead. | 


6 
Pal 


We have here Solomon in his! throne, and Solomon in his 
grave; for the throne would not fecure him from the grave. 


. Her lomon reigning in wealth and power, in: eafe 
and fulnefs, fuch, for ought I know, could never fince'be pa- 


~ ralleled by any king whatfoevers I cannot pretend:to be critical 


in comparing the grandeur of Solomon with, that, of fome: of 


- the great princes of the earth 5 but:the moft illuftrious of them 


were famed for their wars, whereas Solomon reigned forty 
years in profound peace. Some of thofe that might be thought 
‘to vie with Solomon, affected retirementy kept people’ in. awe 
by keeping them at a mighty diftance; no-body muft fee them, 
‘or come near’them upon pain of death.” But Solomon went 
much abroad, and. appeared. in public bufinefs ; fo that, all 
things confidered, the promife was fulfilled, that God would 
give him riches.and wealth, and honour, fuch as no kings have 


dot than Solomon did, which to thofe that judge by the fight 


of the eye, as moft people do, would very much recommend | 
him. He had two hundred targets, and three hundred thields, — 
_ all of beaten gold, carried before him, ver. 15, 16. fat upon a | 
 moft ftately throne, ver. 17, 18, 19. There ewas not the like in 


any Kingdom: The luftre wherein he appeared. was typical of 


~ the fpiritual glory of the kingdom of the Mefliah, and but a°| 
faint reprefentation of his throne, which is above every throne. 


Solomon's pomp was all artificial ; and therefore our Saviour 


__ prefers the nataral beauty of the lilies of the field before it: 
Marth. vi. 29, Solomon in all his glory was not arrawd like 


ane of thefe. i paid) 
~ adly, Never any prince had greater plenty of gold and fil- 
-yer, though there were no gold or filver mines in his own king- 


“dom. Either he made himfelf mafter of the mines in’ other 


“countries, and having a populous country, fent hands to dig 


. ‘out thofe rich metals ; or having a fruitful country, he export- 
- ed the commodities of it, and with them) fetched home all 


this yold that is here {poken of, vers 13534, 21. 
"_3dly, Never any prince had fuch prefents. brought him by 


. all his neighbours as Solomon had: wll the kings of Arabia, 
and governors of the sountry, brought him gold and filver, yer- 


Vou. IL 
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“dy year. 25% And Solomon had four thou- 


14. . Not as tribute which. he extorted from them, but as free- 
wil offerings. to. precure his favours, or in a way.of exchange 
for fome of the produéts of his hufbandry, corn, or cattle. Ail 
the kings of ‘the earth brought him prefents, i.e. all in. thofe 
parts of thé world, ver. 24, 28. becaufe they coveted his ac- 
quaintance and friendfhip. ; Herein he was a type of Chritt, 
to: whom,.as foon as he was bora, the wife men of the eatt 
brought prefents, gold, frankincen/e, and myrrh, Matth. ii. 11. 
and to whom all that are about ‘him muft bring prefents, Pfal. 


svi. PS Roms xii. 


4thly, Never any prince was, fo renowned for: wifdom, fo 


_ courted, fo confulted, fo admired: ver. 23. The kings of the 


earth (for it was too great a favour for common perfons to pre- 
tend to) fought to hear his wifdom. — Either his natural philo- 


»fophy; or his fkill in phyfic, or his ftate-policy, or his rules of 


prudence for thesconduét of human life, or perhaps the princi- 
ples of his religion, and the reafons; of it, The application 
which they then made to Solomon to hear his wifdom, will 
ageravate, fhame, and condemn mens general contempt of 
Chrift, and his gofpel; though im them are Aid all the treafures 
of wifdom and knowledge ; yet none of the princes of this world 
defire to know them, for they are foolifhnefs to them, 1 Cor. 


i. 8, 14. 
2. Here is Solomon dying ; {tripped of his pomp, and leay- 
ing all his wealth and power, not to one whom he knew not 


ahether he would be a wife man or a’ fool,’ Eccl. ii, 19. but 
who he knew would'be a fool. ‘This was'not only vanity, but 
vexation of fpirit, ver. 29, 30, 31. 

It is very obfervable, that no mention is here made of So- 
lomon’s departure from God in his latter days, not the leaft 
hint given of it. (1.) Becaufe the Holy Ghoft would teach 
us not to take delight in repeating the faults and follies of o- 
thers. If thefe that have been in reputation for wifdom and 
honour,,mifcarry themfelves, though 1t may be of ufe to take 
notice of their mifcarriages for warning to ourfelves and others, 
yet.we muft not be forward to mention them < once {peaking 
of them is enough ; what needs that unpleafing ftring be again 
ftruck upon ?, Why can we not do as the facred hiftorian here 
doth, fpeak largely of that in, others which’ is praife-worthy, 
without faying any thing of their blemithes, yea, though they 
have been grofs and obvious, This is but doing as we would 
be done by. (2.) Becaufe though he fell, yet he was not ut- 
terly caft down: Therefore his fin is not again recordédy be- 
caufe it was repented of, and pardoned, and fo became as if 
it had never been. Scripture-filence fometimes {peaks. I 
am willing to believe, that its filence here, concerning the fin of 
Solomon, is an intimation, that none of the fins he commit- 
ted were mentioned againft him, Ezek. xxxiii. 16. When 
God pardons fin, he ca/ts it behind his back, and remembers it 
no mores ee: eee 3 
3 3} : C H A Py ks oats : ; 
This.chapter is copied almofi verbatim from 1 Kings xii. 1, 

—19, where. ut. was opened atlarge. Solomon's defec- 

tion from God was not repeated, but the defection of the 

ten dribes from his family 1s, 1 this chapter 3 where we 
-» find, 1, How foolt/h Rehoboam was in bis treating with 
thems Vr A+ boris. Al, How wicked the people were 
in complaining of Salomon, ver, 2,—4. and forfaking Re- 
hoboum, ver. 16,—19. III. How juff and righteous 


God was in all thisy,ver. 15. his counfel was thereby ful- ~ 


filled. . With bim ts firength and wifdom, both the decei- 
ved.and the; deceiver, (the fool and. the knave) are his, 
Job xii, 26,5 #.¢. are made ufe of by him, to ferve bis pur- 
profess . 


; ide ee AND 


- 
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4 ND Reboboam went to Shechem: for to 
FA Shechem were all Hrael come to make 
him king. 2 And it carne to pafs when Jero- 
boam the fon of Nebat (who wus in Lugypt, 
whither he had fled from, the prefence of Solo-_ 
mon the king) heard zi, that Jeroboani. return- 
ed out of Egypt. 3 And they fent and. called 
him; 4o-Jeroboam and all Ifrael. came, and 
fpake, to Rehoboam, faying, 4 ‘Thy. father 
made. our yoke grievous, now therefore: eafe 
thou fomewhat. the grievous’ fervitude,of thy 
father, and-his heavy yoke that he put upon_us, 
and we will ferve thee. 5 And he faid unto 
them, Come again unto me after three days, 
And the people departed. 6 J And king. Re- 
hoboam took counfel with the old men that had 
ftood before Solomon his, father while he. yet 
lived, faying, What counfel give ye me, to jke- 
‘turn anf{wer to this people? 7, And they {pake 
‘unto him, faying, If thou be kind to this peo- 
ple, and pleafe them, and {peak good, words to ~ 
them, they will be thy fervants for ever, 8 
But he forfook the counfel which the old men 


gave him, and took counfel. with the young | 


men that were brought up with him, that flood 


before him. ~g And he {aid unto them, What | 


advice give ye, that we may return anfwer to 
this people, which have fpoken to me, faying, 
Eafe fomewhat the yoke that thy father did put 
upon us?’ 10 And the young men ‘that ‘were 
brought up with him, fpake unto him, faying, 
Thus fhalt thou anfwer the people that fpake. 
unto thee, faying,. Thy father.made our: yoke | 
heavy, but make thou 7¢ fomewhat lighter for 
as: thus fhalt thou fay unto them, My’ little - 
finger fhall be thicker than may fathér’s’ loins. 
t1 For whereas my father put a heavy yoke.up- 
on you, | will put more to your yoke: my father 
chaftifed you.with whips, but’ [ will cha/tife 
jouw with {corpions.. igh ee 
We may obferve here... fons 
1. That the wifeft and beft cannot give every body content. 
Solomon enriched and. advanced his kingdom,. did all (one 
would think) that could be done to make them happy and 
eafy ; and yet either he was indifcreet in burdening them. with 


» the impofition. of taxes and“fervices, or at leaft'there was fome |: 


colour. of reafon to think him fo,. .Noiman is perfealy wife. 
It is probable, it was when Solomon-had. declined from God 
_and his duty, that his wifdom failed him, -and: God. Jeft him 
to himfelf to aét thus impoliticly.. Even: Solomon’s: treafures 
were exhaufted by his love of women sand, it is probable, it 
was.to maintain them, and their pride, luxury, and idolatry, that 
he fqueezed his fubjects. we ved L soe? GRO 

2. That turbulent and ungrateful fpirits will find faule with 
the government, and complain of grievances, ‘when they have 
very little reafon to.do fo. | Had they not peace in:Solomon’s 
time? Never pluodered, by inyadersyas formerly; never put in” 


CHRONICLES, 


| that being another man from what his father was; he’ Ought’ to- 


| high-mettled horfe may be kicked and fpurred by him that has 


| is-at/his peril.» Rehoboam paid:dear for threatening and talk- | 
| ingebigy and thinking to carry it with a high hand: Teas. : 

_ Job’s wifdem, as wellas his virtue, that he defpifed not the 
- caufe of his man-fervant, or maid-fervant, when they argued 
| withchim, Job-xxxi, 13.-but heard them patiently, eonfidered- 


Gentlenefs. will do: what violence wilknotido. “Mott people ; 


than to leave them 
_ fon. 


_ day..,13 And the king anfwered them rou 


form his word which he fpake by the hand ofa 
Ahiah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the fon of 
Nebat: 16 7 And when all Ifrael aw that the~ 
king would not hearken unto them, the people- 
‘antwered the king; faying, What portion .have 

_we in David? and we bave none. inheritance in_ 
‘the fon of Jefe: every man to your h 
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fear by the alarms of war, nor obliged to jeapard their lives im i 
the high places of the field. Had they not plenty? Meat e- — 
nough, and. money enough, what would they more? O fortu- 
nati nimium, bona fi fua norint! And yet they complain, that .” 
Solomon made their yoke grievous. [fany complain thus of — | 
the yoke. of Chrift, that they may have a pretence to break his 
bands in.funder, and caft away his cords from them, we are 
furé he never gaye them any caufe at all for the complaint, 
whatever ‘Solomon ‘did. | Fis! ‘yoke is-eafy, and his burden 
light. . He never made us ferve with an offering, ‘nor ewearied 
us with mcenfe. ea 

-3, That many-ruin themfelyes and their interefts, by tram- 
pling upon, and provoking their inferiors. Rehoboam thought, 
becaufe he was king, he could king it as well as his father had> 
done, have what he would, and do what he would, and catry “ty 
all-before hime: But though ~he wore his father’s ‘crown, he 
wanted his father’s head-piece, and ought to have confidered,. 
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so 
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take other meafures : fuch a wife man’as Solomod' may do’ as 
he willy but fuch a fool as Rehoboam muft do as he can’- The 


the art of, managing himy;. but-if an unfkilful horféman do it; it 


their reafons, and gave them a foft anfwer.° Andithe like ten-. 
der confideration of thofe in fubje@ionsvand a forwardnefs to | 
make themveafy; will be. the comfort.and praife of all in -au- 
thority, in, church; ftate, and familiessi& 0nd) sip 4oon 

»/4«:"Fhat moderate counfels’ are! generally owifelt and ‘belt: 


love! to- be: fpoken, faiv. . Rehoboam’s old: experienced  coune 
fellors directed him to this methods ver.:4...Be kind to this peos 
ple, and pleafe them, and {peak good words to them;and thou art: — 
fure of them forever. Good words coft nothing bur a ‘little 
felf-denial, and yet they purchafe greatthingss =) 9 
o$« That‘ God fulfils the counfels. of his own wifde : 
tentimes by infatuating men, and giving them up to the coun-- 
fels of their.own folly. No more needs be done to ruin men,, 
to themfelves, and their own pride and paf- : 


“12 FY So Jeroboam and all the people came a 
to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king 
bade, faying, Come again to me on the third 


ly; and king Rehoboam forfook the’c 
of the old men, 14 And anfwered. then 
the advice of the young men, faying, 1 1 
ther made your yoke heavy, but 1 will add 
thereto: my father chaftifed you: with whips, 
but P wilt eha/tie you with fcorpions.' 15 So 
the king hearkened not unto the people, for. 
the caufe was of God, that the Lorp might per-_ 


tents, O 
~ [frael: 


ot = 
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" Afrael sand now David fee’ to thine own. 
~ houfe. So all Ifrael went to their tents.. 17 But 
_@s for the children of Ifrael that. dwelt in the 


“A. ND when Rehoboam was’ conte to Jerufa- 
\. lem, he gathered of the houfe of Judah 
_ and Benjamin, an hundred and fourfcore thou- 


cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. 
18 Then king Rehoboam fent Hadoram that 


was over the tribute, and the children of Ifrael 


~ ftoned him with ftones, that he died :. but king 

Rehoboam made fpeed to get him up ‘to dis 

_ chariot, to flee to Jerufalem. 19 Aind Lfrael 

_ tebelled againit the houfe of David unto this 

EEE sat aah os | . 
We may learn here; ai act A i 

1. That when. publicsaffairs are in a ferment, violent pro- 

ceedings do. but amake ill worfe. :Rough anfwers (fach as 

Rehoboam here. gave) do but ftir up anger, and bring oil to the 

flames, . The pilot has need to fteer fteady inia ftorm: Many 

haye been-driven to the mifchief they did not intend, by being 

too feyerely dealt with, for what they did intend. Aga 

2, That.whatever the devices and defigns of men are, God 


_ is by all, doing his. own work, and fulfilling the word ‘which he: 
has {poken, no iota or title of which {hall fall to the ground’ 
‘The caufe,of the king’s. wilfulnefs and incogitancy was! of Gad; 
that he might perform the word which he fpake by Ahijah, ver 


_ 53. This doth not.at all excufe Rehoboam’s folly, nor leffen 
__ the guilt of his haughtinefs.and paffion, that God was pleafed 
_. to ferve his own ends by it. anrahi E 
3. ‘That worldly-wealth, honour, and dominion, are very 

uncertain things. Solomon reigned over all: Ifrael, and one 
would think had done enough to fecure the monarchy: entire to 
his, family for manyages; and» yet he is {carce vcold in his 
grave, before-ten of the twelvetribes finally:revolt from his fon. 
All the good fervices he. had done for Ifvael,. are now forgot+ 
ten. What. partion have we. in David? Thus is the govern- 
ment of Chrift caft off by many, notwithftanding all he hath 
done to oblige the children-of men for ever to himfelf ; they 
fay,, We will not bavethis man toreigu: over us. ‘ But this re- 
bellion will certainly be their ruin. e 


40, That God. often vilits, the iniquities of the fathers upon | 


the children. Solomon forfakes God, and therefore not he; 
- but his fon after him is forfaken, by the greateft part of his 


people. Thu’ God, by making the penal confequences of fin - 


to laft long, and vifibly to continue after the finner’s death, 
would give an indication of its malignity, and, perhaps fome in- 
_ timation of the perpetuity of its punifhment. He that fins a- 
- gainft God, not only wrongs his foul but perhaps wrongs ‘his 
feed more than he thinks, of. ) 
eae: Be ‘That when God is fulfilling his threatenings, he will, take 
_ care that at the fame time promifes.do not fall to the ground. 
When Solomon’s iniquity is remembered, and. for it his fon 
loffeth ten tribes, David’s piety is not forgotten, mor the pro- 
mife, made to him ;, but for the fake of that, his, grandfon had 
two tribes preferyed to him,. The failings of the faints {hall 
not fruftrate any promife, made. to Chrift their head.... They 
fhall"be chaftifed, but the covenant not broken, Pfal. Ixxxiv. 33, 


- (CSHoaY Bil por! oy 


We are here’ going on with the hiftory of Reboboant. 1. His 


_ attempt to recover the ten tribes he had loft, and thevletting 
fall of that attempt,in obedience to the divine command,ver. 
— 244 IL. His fucce/sful endeavours to preferve the two. 
tribes that remained, ver. §,—12. IN, The refort of the 


of bis wives and children, yet. 18;—-22. 


< “* 


es 


pricis and Levites. to hint, ver.135-17. 1V. ‘An account 


fand- chofen men which were warriors, to fight 
againft Hrael, that he might bring the kingdom 
again to Rehoboam. ' 2 But the word of the 
Lord came'to Shemaiah the man of God, fay- 
ing, ..3 Speak unto Rehoboam the fon of Solo- 
mon king of Judah, and to all Ufrael in Judah 
and Benjamin, faying, 4 Thus faith the Lorn, 
Ye fhall not go up, nor fight againft your bre- 
thren: return every man to his houfe, for this 
thing is done of me. And they obeyed the 
words of the Logp, and returned from going a- 
gainft Jeroboam. 54 And Rehoboam dwelt in 
Jerufalem, and built cities for defence in Judah. 
6 He built even Beth-lehem, and Etam, and 


| Tekoa, 7 And Beth-zur, and Shoco,-and A= 


dullam,. 8 And Gath, and Marefhah, and ‘Ziph, 
9 And Adoraim, and Lachith, and Azekah, to 
‘An dZorah, and Ahijalon,and Hebron, which are 
in Judah,and in Benjamin, fenced cities. rz And 


he fortified the ftrong holds, and put captains in - 


them, and {tore of victual, and of oil and wine, 
t2 And in every feveral city be put fhields and 


fpears, and made them exceeding ftrong, having 


Judah and Benjamin on his fide. 


. How-the ten tribes deferted the houfe of David, we read . 


in the foregoing chapter. ‘they had formerly fat loofe’ to that 
family, 2 Sam, xx. 1, 2. and now they quite threw, it off ; not 
oonfidering how much it would weaken the common interelt, 
and take Hrael down from that pitch of glory to which it was 
arrived in the laft reign. - But thus: the Kingdom mutt be cor- 
rected-as well as'the houfe of David. 

1, Rehoboam at length, like a bold man, raifeth an army 
with a defign to reduce the revolters, ver, £.. Judah and Ben- 
jamin were not only refolved to continue their allegiance to him, 
but ready to give him the be(t afliftance they could for the re- 
covery of his right. Judah was his own tribe, that owned hint 
fome years, before the reft did ; Benjamin was’ the tribe in’ 
which Jerufalem, or the greateft part of it {tood.5 which: pers 
haps was one reafon why that tribe clave to him. 

2. Yet, like a confcientious man, when God'forbade him te 
profecute this defign, in obedience to him, he let it fall; either 
becaufé he reverenced the divine authority, or becaufe he knew 
he fhould not profper if he-fhould go contrary to God’s com- 
mand; butinftead of retrieving what was loft, would be in dan- 
ger of lofing» what he had. “Itis dangerous undertaking any 
thing; but efpecially undertaking ‘a war, contrary tothe will of 
God. «God calls-himy:ver.°3.. Rehoboam the fon of Solomon, 
to,intimate, that this was determined for the fin of Solomon; 
and it» would be to no_purpofe to oppofe. a decree that was 
gone forthe, They obeyed the words of the Lord; and though 
it looked mean, and would turn to their reproach among their: 
neighbours ; yet becaufe God would have it fo, they laid down 
their arms. a 

3+ Like a difcreet man he fortified his own country. He 
{aw it was to:no purpofe to think of reducing thofe that were 


revolted. A. few good. words might haye prevented their de~ 


4Z2 fection; 
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fection, but now all the foree-of his kingdom cannot bring them 
back ; the thing is done, and fo it muft reft; t is his wifdom 
to make the beft of it. Perhaps the fame young counfellors 
that had advifed ‘him to anfwer them roughly, urged him to 
fight them, notwithftanding the divine inhibitions ; but he had 
paid dear enough for being advifed by them, and therefore now 
we may fuppofe his aged and experienced counfellors were ‘hear- 
kened to, and they advifed him. to fubmit to the will of God 
concerning what was loft, but to make it, his wifdom to keep 
what he had. It is probable it was by'their advice that, (1.) 

- He fortified his frontiers, and many of the principal cities of 
his kingdom, which in Solomon’s. peaceable reign no care had 
been taken forthe defence of. (2.) He furnifhed them with 
good ftore of victuals and arms, ver. 1i, 12. Becaufe God 
forbade him to fight, he did not therefore fit down fullen, and 
fay he qwould'do nothing for the public fafety, if he might not 
do that; but prudently provided again(t-an attack. They that 
may not be conquerors, yet may be builders, 


139 And the priefts and the Levites that 
qvere in all I{rael,reforted to him out. of all their 


coafts../14 (For the Levites left their fuburbs,. 


and their poflefiion,and came to Judah and je- 
rufalem: for. Jeroboam, and his, fons had, caft 
them off from executing the priefts office unto 
the Lorp. 15 And he. ordained. him priefts.for 
the high-places, and for the devils, and for the 
calves which he,had made.) 16,And afier them 
out of all the tribes of. Ifrael,, fuch,as fet their 
_ hearts to feek.the Loxn-God of Ifrael, came.to 
Jerufalem. to facrifice. unto the Lorp God of 
their fathers. 17 So,they ftrengthened. the 


kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam the fon 


‘of Solomon ftrong, three years; for three years 
they walked in’ the way, of David and Solomon, 
18, 9) And, Rehoboam, took him Mahalath the 


daughter of Jerimoth the fon, of; David to wife, , 


and Abihail the daughter of Eliab, the fon. of 
Jefle:. 19 Which bare him children;,, Jenth, 
and Shamariah, and/Zaham. 20 And after her, 
he took . Maachah-the :daughter. of, Abfalom, 
which bare (him Abijah, and Attai,.and Ziza, 
and.Shelomith., 21 And Rehoboam loved Maa- 
chah..the daughter of Abfelom, above all his 
wives. and, concubines: (for she took. eighteen 
wives, and threefcore ‘concubines, ,and begat 
twenty and eight fons, and threefcore daughters) 
22. AndRehoboam made Abijah the fon of Maa- 
chah the chief, to de ruler among his, brethren: 


for be thought to make him king.. .23, And he. 


dealt wifely, and difperfed of all his children 


throughout all the countries of Judah and Ben-_ 
jamin,,unto every, fenced. city: and he gave. 
them: viétual in abundance: and he defired ma- . 
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See here, 1. How Rehoboam’ was ftrengthened by the ac- : 
ceffion'of the priefts and Levites, and all the devout and-pious: 


7 


CHRONICLES. 


" temptation to fome bafe compliances, and in danger of being’ 


than plenty in the way of fin. Better live upon alms, or die 
ina prifon with a good confcience, than roll in wealth ‘and | lea 
fare witha proftituted one. (3.) It was the wifdom ‘and praif= 
_ of Rehoboam and his people, that they bid them’ welcome, 


that the righteous nation which keepeth trath may enter in; it 
‘ POS ater a 


~ the devout pious Lfraclites of every‘tribe followed thems Stich 


ACO a 
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Ifraelites to him; even all that were true to their God, and: 
their religion. bd) 2 ee 
_ iff, Jeroboam caft them off; i. ¢. he fet up fuch a way of 
worthip as he knew they could not in confcience comply with, a 
which obliged them to withdraw from his altar, and at the : 4 
fame time he would not allow them to go up to Jerufalem te: ~ | 
worfhip at the altar there: fo that he totally caf them off from |) 
executing the priefts officeyver-t4. And very willing he wasthey 
fhould turn themfelves out of their places, that:room might be | 
made for thofe. {candalous paltry fellows which he ordained 
priefls for the high places, ver. 45. compare 1 Kings xii. 31. — 
No marvel if he that caft off God, caft off his minifters; they 
were not for his purpofe, would not do whatever he bid them 
do, would not ferve his gods, nor worfbip the golden image 
which he had fet up. Ay Rout: NYSE aN an 
adly, They thereupon J/eft their fuburbs and poffeffions, vers: 
14. Out of the lot-of each tribe, the Levites'had. cities allow.’ 
ed them, where they, were comfortably provided for, andhad’ 
opportunity of doing much good. .\But now they were driven 
out of all their cities, except thofe in.Judah and Benjamin: ' 
One would think: their maintenance well fettled, and yet they - 
loft it.- It was a comfort to them, that the law fo often told: 
them the Lord was their inheritance ; and fo they thould: find » 
him, when they were turned out of their: houfe and harbou 
But why did they leave their poffeflions?..-(1:)»Becaufe they. 
faw.they could do no good among their neighbours, in: whomy: | 
now Jeroboam fet up his calves, the old:pronenefs to idolatayy 
revived... (2.) Becaufe they themfelves would be in.continual © 


fe 


drawn infenfibly to that which was evil. If 'we pray in fine 
rity not to be-led into temptation, we will get ‘and keep as far 
as we can out of the way of it. .(3.)-Becaufe, if they retaine 
their integrity, they had-reafon to expect perfecution: from Je- 
roboam and his fons. The priefts. they made for’ the devils,! 
would not let the Lord’s priefts be Jong among them. N 
cular advantages whatfoever fhould draw us thither, or det ne 
us there, where we are in danger of making fhipwreek of faith + 
and.a good confcience. » List spiked eae Wigan Pes $e 
3dly,. Chey came to Fudah and Ferufalem, ver. 14. and. 
prefented themfelves to Rehoboam,, ver. 1 3. marg.. Where - 
fhould God’s priefts and Levites be, but where his altar was? 
Thither they came becaufe it was their bufinefs to:attendat the | 
times appointed. (1.) It was a mercy to them that they had 
a place of refuge to flee to; and that when Jeroboam caft them 
off, there were thofe fo near that would’ entertain. them, and 
bid them welcome, and they were not forced. into the lands of) 
the Heathen.. (2.) It was-an evidence they loved their work a 
better than their, maintenance, in that they /eft their fuburbs and’. 
poffeffions.in the country, where they might. have lived at ea 
upon their own, becaufe they were reftrainéd from ferving God 
there, and ca{ft themfelves upon God’s providence, and t ; 
charity of their brethren, to come there. where they might haves 
the free enjoyment, of God’s ordinances, according to his 
ftitution, Poverty in the way of duty, is to be chofen rather 


je 
Dp iaer: 


though they crowded themfelves, perhaps, to make room for 
them. Confcientious refugees will bring a blefling along with 
them to the countries that entertain them, as they leave a cutle 
behind them, with thofe that expel them. Open ye the gates, 
will be good policy. See Mar-xxvis 1) 2. 

-4thly, When the priefts and Levites came to Jerufalem, ‘all 
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as fet their heart, to feek the Lotd God~ of Lrael, that made 
_ confcience of their duty to God, and were fincere and refolute 
~ In it, they left the inheritance of their fathers, and went and 
‘took houfes in Jerufalem, that they might have free accefg 
to the altar of God, and be out of the temptation to worfhip 
the calves, ver. 16. Note, (1.) ‘That is belt for us that is 
beft for our fouls ;,and in all our choices, advantages for -re- 
~ ligton muft take place of all outward: conveniencies. (2.) 
Where God’s faithful priefts are, his ‘faithful people: fhould 
be. If Jeroboamcaft off God’s minilters, every true-born 


them. — Forfake not the Levite, the out-caft Levite, as long as 
thou live. When the ark removes, do you remove and go afier 
#, Jofh. ii..3. 
5thly, They firengthened the kingdom of Fudah, ver. 17. 
~ not only by the addition of fo many perfons to it, who, it: is 
hkely, brought what'they could«of their effe@ts with them; but 
by their piety and their prayers ‘they procured a blefling upon 
_ the kingdom which was a fanétuary to-them, See Zech. xii. 5. 
It is the intereft of a nation to proteé&t and encourage ‘religion 
and religions people, and'adds more than'any thing to its ftrength. 
‘They made ‘him and’ his people rong three years : for fo long 
they walked inthe way of David and Solomon, their pood way3 
but when’ they forfook that, and fo threw themfelves. out. of 
God's favour and proteétion, the’ beft friends they: had could! 
- novlonger’ help:to ftrengthen them. We retain’ our ftrength 
_ while we: ftick'to: God and our duty, and no longer.’ 
_ _ 2s How Rehoboam was weakened by indulging himfelf in 


his pleafures; “He defired many wives, as his father did, ver. 


23: yet, (t-) Invthis he was’more wife than his father, “that 
for ought’appearsihe did not marry with ftrange wives: ©The 
wives: mentioned here, were not only’ daughters of Ifrael, but 
ofthe family of David ; one was a° defcendant from” Eliab, 


_ David’s brother, vers-1 8. another from Abfalom (that Abfalom, ° 


~ itis fuppofed, whoi was) David’s fon, ver. 20. another of Jeri- 
moth David’s fon. (2.) In this he \was’more happy than ‘his 

_ father, that he had many fons and daughters ; whereas we read 
- mot of more than one fon that his father had. One cam fcarce 


_ umagine he had no more; but no more that were worth mention-' 


ing ; whereas feveral of Rehoboam’s fons are here named, ver. 
_ 19..20+asmen of note, and fuch active men, that he thought it 
_ his wifdom to difperfe them throughout the countries of Sfudah 
and Benjamin, ver. 23. either, [4.] That they might not be 

rivals with his fon Abijah, whom he defigned for his fucceffor; 


or rather, [2.] Becaufe he could repofe a confidence in them, 
for the preferving of the public peace and fafety, could -trult- 


-” 


Hfraelite will think himfelf obliged to own them, and ftand by. 


/ 


8,—11. Laftly, Here ts.@ general charafter of Rehiboam 
and bis reign, and the conclufion of it, vers 13;—16s 
ND it came to pafs when Rehoboam had 
eftablifhed the kingdom, and had ftrength- 
ned himfelf, he forfook the law of the Lorn, and 
all Uffael with him. 2 And it came’to pats; 
that in the fifth year of king Rehoboam,’ Shi- 
fhak king of Egypt came up againit ferufalem 
(becaufe they had tranigrefied againft the Lorn) 
3 With twelve hundred chariots, and threefcore 
thoufand horfemen: ‘and the people were with- 
out number that came with him out of Egypt; 
the Lubims, the:Sukkims, <nd the. Ethiopians, 
4And Ne took the'fenced cities which pertained 
to Judah, and*came to ferufalemr. 5 J Then 


“came Shemaiah the prophet to Rehoboam, and 


te the princes of Judah, that were gathered ta+ 
gether to Jerufalem, becaufe of Shifhak, and 
faid ‘unto them, Thus faith the Lorp; Ye-have 


forfaken me, and therefore have I alfo left you 
‘in the hand of Shifhak. 6 Whereupon the: 


princes of Ifrael, and the king humbled them-\ 


felves, and they faid, The Lorp 7s righteous. 24° 


And when the Lorn faw that they humbled: 
themfelves, the word of the Lorp came to She> 
maiah, faying, They have humbled themfelves,: 


therefore 1 will not deftroy theni, but’ I will 


grant’ them’ fome deliverance, and my wrath. 
{hall not be poured out upon Jerufalem'by the 
hand of Shifhak. 8 Neverthelefs, they. fhall be 
his fervants ; that/they may know my fervice, 
and the fervice of the kingdomsof the countries,’ 
9 So Shifhak king of Egypt came*up againit Je-. 
rufalém,and took away the treafures of the houfe- 
of the Lorp, and the’ treafures. of the’ king’s 


-houfe, he took! all: he carried away alfo the 


fhields of gold which Solomon had) made... re: 
Inftead of which, king Rehoboam: made fhields 


~ them with fenced cities, which he took care to have well vic: 
~ tualled, that they might ftand him in ‘ftead in cafe of an inva- 
- fion. . Thus he dealt foolithly at firft, dealt wifely afterwards 

in his affairs. After-wifdom is better than none at ‘all; nay, 
_ they fay, ‘ Wit is never good till it is bought ;?? though his 


of brafs,' and ¢ommitted them to the hands of” 
the chief of the guard) that kept the entrance of © 
the king’s*houfe.’ rz And when the king en-- 
_ tered into the houfe of the Lorp,the guard came > 


was dear bought with the lofs of a kingdom. 
no a a aie Os 3 
This chapter gives.us a more full.account of the reign of Re- 


_ hoboam than we bad before in Kings, and itis a very me- | 
lancholy account. Methinks we are in the book of Fuages. 


again; for,\. Rehobsam and bis people did evil in the fight 
of the Lord, ver. 1... I]. God thereupon fold them inio the 
hands of Shifhak king of Egypt, who greatly opprefjed them, 


wer. 2,—4. Ll. God fent.a prophet. tothem, to expound | 
to them the judgmentyand to call them to rcpentance, Vets $< 


IV. They thereupon humbled themfelves, ver..6...W. Gods 


upon their ‘repentance, turned from. his anger, ver. 7,12. 


and yet left them under the marks.of bis difpleafure, vero. 


\ 


and fet them, arid brought them again into the. 


-guard-chamber.. 12 And when he humbled 
 himfelf, the wrath of the Lorn turned from him, . 


that he would not deftroy him altogether: and 
alfo in-Judah things went well. - eras 


Trael was very much ‘difgraced. and weakened by being di- a 


vided into two kingdoms; yet the kingdom of Judah having 
both the temple and the ‘royal: city, both the houfe of David . 
and the houfe.of Aaron, might have.done very well if they had + 
continued in the -way of their. duty ; but here we have-all-out of « 
order. there... 


1. Rehoboam and bis people. left, Gods He forfaok the 


Vas of the Lord, and, fo. in..¢ffect. forlookGod, and all Jf - 
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rael with him, ver. 1. He had his happy triennium, when 
he walked in, the way of David and Solomon, chap. xi..7. 
but it expired, and he grew remifs in the worfhip of God : in 
what inftances we are not told, but he fell off, and Judah with 
him, here called Z/rue/, becaufe they walked in the evil ways 


which Jeroboam had drawn the kindgdom of Ifrael into. This , 


he did when he had effablifhed the kingdom, and ftrengthened 
himfelf. As long as he thought his throne tottered, he kept 
to his duty, that he might make God his friend ; but when 
he found it ftood pretty firm, he thought he had no more oc- 
. cafion. for religion ;-he was fafe enough without it. Thus 
the profperi ity of fools defroys them. _Fefourun waxed fat and 
kicked». When men profper, and are, in no apprehenfion of 
troubles, they are ready to fay to God, Depart from us. 

‘2. God prefently brought troubles upon’ them, to awaken 
thém, and recover them to repentance before their hearts were 
hardened: It was but im the fourth yeat of Rehoboam, that 
they began. to corrupt themfelves, and, in the. fifth year, the 
king of Egypt came. up againft them with a va{t army, ‘took 
the “Fenced cities of Judah, and came againft Ferufalem, ver. 2, 
3, 4. This great calamity coming upon them fo foon after 
they began to defert the worfhip of God, by a hand ‘they bad 
ttle reafon to fufped having had-a great deal of friendly cor- 
refpondence with Egypt in the laft reign, and coming, with fo 
‘much violence, thatiall the fenced cities of Fudah, which Re- 
Hoboam. had lately. fortified and partifoned, and on which he 
rélied mucly for the fafety of his kingdom, prefently fell into 
thé hands’of the‘enemy, without making any refiltance, plain- 
ly thewed that it was of the Lord, beta les they had! trang ef- 
apain{t him. 

3. Left they thould not fede or not, rightly pederfiand 
the meaning of this providence, God by the word explains the 
rod, ver. ¢} “When the princes of ‘Judah Were all’ met at Je-- 
rufalem, probably: in a: great council of war, to. concert: mea 
fures for their ewn fafety in this: critical jun@ure, he fent a’ 
prophet to them, the fame that, had brought. them. an injunc- 


tion from. God not to fight apainit | the ten tribes, chap. Ki. 29.1 


Shemaiah by name, and he told’ them plainly the ‘reafon why 
Shifhak prevailed’ abainft them, ‘was ‘not becaufe they had been 


impolitic in the management of their: “affairs, which’ perhaps the 


princes in this “congrefs were inquiring into. the inftanccs, of, 
but becavfe they had for faken God, God never leaves any, till 
they firft leave him. 

4. Fhe rebukes both-of the word and of the rod: being thus 
- joined, the) king and princes ‘humbled’ themfelves before 
God for their imquity, penitently :acknowledged the fin, and 
patiently accepted the punifhment, of-it, faying, The Lord: is 
righteous, ver. 6. We have none to blame but. ourfelves ; let. 
God be clear when “he judgeth. “Phus it becomes us when 
we are utider the ‘rebukes of providence’ to juftify’ God, and 


judge: ourfelyes 5: even kings and ; princes: muft either! bend? of ~ 


break before God; either be humbled) or be ruined. 

Re 2 Upon the profefiion, they made of repentance, God fhew- 
ed them fome favour, faved them from ruin, and yet left them 
under fome oe fears of ey judgiment, to Pigabe ee 
revolt again. | ) 


Whek gS or ht 


iffy God in mercy singithd tke defim@ign they were now ~ 


upon the brink of. Such a valt, and now. victorious army as 
Shifhak Bad, having made spenslelogs matters of all the fenced 
cities, what other could ‘be expected, ‘but that the whole ae 
try, and even Jervfalem itfelf, would tm a little’ time’be theirs ? 


But.when God faith, Here Joiall the proud waves be flayed ; ee 
moft threatening force flrangely dwindles; and becomes impo- | 


tent. Here again, the deftroying angel, when he comes to Je~ 


rufalem, is gytden 46 deftroy that ; my wrath Spall not be | 
_ poured out upon Serufalem not at this time, not by this.hand, 
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not utterly to _deftroy it, Vers # 12. Note, Thofe shad age | 
knowledge God righteous in afflicting them, fhall find him gras } 
cious. ‘They that : humble themfelves before him, fhall find 
vour with him. So ready isthe God of mercy to take 
firft occafion to fhew mercy. If we have humbled hearts. un. 
der humbling providences, the afli@ion bas done its, work, and 
it fhall either be removed, or the property of it altered. 
2dly, He granted them fome deliverance ; not complete, 'bu 
in part, gave them fome advantages againft the enemy, fo tha 
they recruited a little. Gave them deliverance for a littie while, ~ 
fo fome. They reformed but partially,’ and for a little while, 
foon relapfing again ; and.as their reformation was, fo. was chief 
deliverance. Yet itis, faid, ver. 12..,in. Fudah. things. wenk 7 
well, and began to look with a better face. (1) In refpe H 
of piety 5 there were good things in Judah, fo it’ is in ‘th 
margin. Good minifters, good people, good families; - w x 
were made better’ by the calamities of thei’ country. No 
In times of great corruption and: degeneracy, it is fome ¢ 
fort if there be a remnant among whom good things.are found, 
and that is ground of hope in Ifrael. (2.) In ee, of | prof 
perity. In Judah things went ill, when all the: fenced cities 
were.taken, ver. 4.; but when they repented, the pofture; 0 
thew affaits-altered, and things went well. Note, If things da. 
not go fo well as we could with, yet we have reafon. fa tak 
notice of it with thankfulnefs, if they . go better than i 
better than they have gone, and better than we expected o 
ferved, and to own God’s goodnefs, if he: do but grant us 
deliveranee: aS 
3dly, Yet he left them to cas forely om the fand of Shi 
fhak, both in their liberty and in. thei Ith. 
(1.) Ip their liberty: ver. 8. Z Jrall be 
(i. é. they thal be much at his mercy, 
bution by him, and fome of them, perhaps 
and held in captivity by him, that they_m 
and the. “fervice of the kingdoms of the cou 
plained, “it may be, of the {tridineffes,of their r 
therefore Sforfook the law of the- Lordy, (ver. 
thought 1 it a. yoke too hard, too heavy. upor 
God, let them mend their fervice if they c 
bouring princes rule them a whiles, fince they. are not 
fhould’ rule them, and let them try how they like tha 
might have ferved God with joyfulnefs and. Jdaah of heart, 
and would not; let them Jerve their enemies. then in hunger and 
thirft, Dent. xxviii. 47, 48. tll they think: oft returning tot ts 
felt mafter, for then it was ‘better with them, Hof. ii tee 
fome think, isthe meaning of that, Ezek. xx. 24, 25. 1 u 
they defpifed my flatutes, TF gave them flatutes that were 1 n0 
good. Note, [1.] The more God’s fervice i is 
other: fervices, the more reafonable and. eafy i it will appa’ 
Whatever difficulties or hardthips we may imagine ther 
the way of obedience, it is better a thoufand tim 
through them, than to expofe ourfelves to.the + 
difobedience. Are the laws of temperance thou 
effets of intemperance will be-much harder. The 
virtue is perfect liberty ; the fervice of lutt i is perfedt flavery.... 
(2.) In their wealth. The king of Egypt plundered bot 
the temple and the’ exchequer, the treafures of both which. 
lomon left very full; but he took them ¢ away 5 yea ‘he too 
all he could lay’ Ais hands ¢ on, ver. 9g. That was it he 
for. David and Solomon, that walked in the way of 
filled the treafuries, one by war, and the other by mercha 
but Rehoboam, that forfook'the law of ‘God, “emptied 
The taking away of the golden fhields, and the fu 
brazen ones in their place, ver. 9, 10, 1 x we had 
of a r — xiv. 2 Sy 28. sabi ' 
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‘Chap. XII. 


eel So. king Rehcboany ftrengthened him- 
Aelf in Jerufalem, and reigned: for Rehoboam 


was one and forty years old when he began to 


‘reign, and he reigned feventeen years in Jeru- 
falem, the city which the Lorp had chofen out 
‘of all the tribes of Ifrael, to put his name there: 
‘and his mother’s name was Naaman an Am- 
onitefs.. 14 And he did evil, becaufe he pre- 
-pared.not his heart to feek the Lorp.. 15 Now 
the acts of Rehoboam, firft and lat, are they 
Not written in the book of Shemaiah thé pro- 
phet, and of iddo the feer, concerning genea- 
dogies ? And there were.wars between Reho- 
boam and Jeroboam continually. «16 And Re- 


Tieboam flept with his fathers, and’was. buried 


in the city of David; and Abijai his fon reign- 
ed in his ftead. 


The {tory of Rehoboam’s reign is here concluded, much a3 
the ftory of the other reign concludes. ‘Two things efpecially 
até obfervable here, 3 

4. ‘That he was at length pretty well fixed in his kingdom, 
ver. 13.\ His fenced cities in Judah did not an{wer his ex- 
pectation, fo he now Strengthened him/felf.in Ferufalem, and made 
it his bufinefs to fortify that; “and there he reigned feventeen 
ae city which the Lord had chofen to put his name there. 
‘This {peaks his honour and privilege, that he had his royal: feat 


in the holy city, which yet was but an aggravation of his im- 
piety : near the temple, but far from God. Frequent {kir- - 


mifhes there were between his fubjeéts and Jeroboam’s, fuch as 


amounted to. continued wars, ver. 15,: but he held his own 


and reigned, and, as it fhould feem, did not fo. profsly forfake: 


the law of Gcd as he had done, ver. 1. in his fourth year. . 

2. That he was never rightly fixed in his religion, ver. 14.; 
he never quite caft off God; and yet in this he did evil, that 
he prepared not, he engaged not his heart to feck the Lord. See 


What the fault is laid upon. {1.) He did not ferve the Lord, . 
becaufe he did not feek the Lord. He did’ot-pray, as So- |} 


lomon did, for wifdom and grace.. Would we pray better, we 
fhould be every way better. Or, he did not confult the word 


of God, did not feck to that as his oracle, nor take directions _ 
(2.) He made nothing of his religion, becaufe he | 
did not fet his heart to it; never minded it with any clofenefs _, 
of application, bad never any hearty difpofition to it, nor ever 


from that. 


on up toa fteady refolution in it. What little goodnefs he 


Pgh 
Gi 


good 


he walked in, the fins of his father, azd his heart was, not 
- sight with God, 1 Kings xy.\2, 3. But here we find bim 


| Here is, 1. The armies brought into the field.on both fides, 
ver. 3. The remonfrance which Abyab made before ihe 


ie. 
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+ them: 


did evil, becaufe he was never determined for that which is | 


we found that his charadler was nobetter than his father’s. 


more brave,and fucce/ful, in, war, than pis father was. 
ie reigned hut. three years, and was chiefly famous for g 
glorious viGory be obtamed ever, the forces of Feroboam. - 


~~! 
?30 


battle, fetiing forth the jufive Of bis caufey were 4,12, 

II!, Lhe diftre’s which Fadab was brought into by the po- 

hey of Feroboan, ver. 13, 14. IV. Tbe vidlory they ob- 

tained, notwithflanding, by the power of God, ver. 15;—20. 
~V~. The conclufian of Abijah’s reign, Ver. 24, 22. 


UTS ee SS ee 


is eh in the eighteenth year of king Jero- 
| I ; boam, began Abiah to reign over Judah. . 
2, He reigned three years in J@rufalem: (his | ce 
mother’s name a//o. Was Michaiah the daughter 
ot Uriel of Grbeah) and there was war between 
Abijah and Jeroboam. 3 And Abijah fet the ‘ 
battle in array, with an afniy of valiant men of 5 
war, éven fous hundred thouland chofen men : 
Jeroboam alfo fet the battle in array againft- him: 
with eight -hundred-thoufand chofen men, deing: 
mighty men of valour... ‘4S And‘ Abijah flood” 
up upon mount Zenaraim, ‘which zs in. mount. 
Ephraim, and faid, Eear.me,.thou, jerdboam, 
and all ifmaelics 5 Ought you not. toknow, that 
the Lory God of Ifrael gave the kingdom over 
Iitael to Davitl for ever; éven to him and t6 ‘his 
fons by a covenant of falt? 6 Yet Jeroboam. 
the fon..of Nebat,. the fervant, of Selomon, the 
fon. of David; is: wien up,°and-hath rebelled | 
againit his lord... 7 And there are gathered un 
to him vain men ‘the children of Belial, and,. 
| have ftrengthened themfelves againit Rehoboam, 
the.don of Solomon, when, Rehoboam was young: 
and: tender-hearted; and ‘could not »withftand } 
8 And now ye think ‘to withftand the . 
kingdom of the Lorn, in the hand of the fons 

of David; and ye. de..a great, multitude, and 

there are with you golden calves, which Jero- 
boam made you for gods. ‘9 Have ye not caft’: 
out the priefts of the Lorn, the fons-of Aaron, . 
. and the Levites, and have made you prietts, af- 

ter the manner of the nations of otber lands? . 

fo-that whofoever cometh to:confecrate *himfelf. 

with a young bullock and feven rams, the Janie 
may be a prieft of them that are no gods. 10-. 
But as for us, the Lorn. zs our God,.and we. 
have not forfaken him.;and the: priefts which: 
minifter unto the Lorp, are the fons of Aaron, 
and the Levites wait upon their bufinefs. (11, 
And they burn unto the Lorp every morning . 
and every evening, burnt-facrifices and fweet. 
-incenfe>s the /ew-bread alfo fet they in order 
upon the pure table, and the candleftick of pold’ 
with the lamps thereof, to burn every evening ; 
for we keep the charge of the Lorp-our God ; 
but: ye, have. forfaken .him...12 And. behold,’ 
God himfelf is with us for our captain and his + 
priefts “with founding trumpets to cty alarnt 
againit you: O children of Hrael, fight ye not. . 

againtte. 


| 
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againft the Lorp God of your fathers, for you 
‘hall not proiper. 


Abijah’s mother was called Maachah, the daughter of Ab- 
falom, chap. xi. 20. 5 here fhe is called Michaiah, the daugh- 
ter of Uriel. It is molt probable, fhe was a grand-daughter of 
Abfalom, by his daughter Tamar, '2 Sam. xiv. 27. and that 
her immediate father was this Uriel. But we are here to at- 
tend Abijah intogthe field of battle, with Jeroboam king of 
Ifrael. Pee: 
1. God gave him leave to engage with Jeroboam, and owned 
‘him in it, though he would not permit Rehoboam to do it, 
chap. xi. 4. (1-) Jeroboam, it is probable, was now the ag- 
greflor, and what Abijah did was in his own neceflary defence. 
Jeroboam, it may be, happening to furvive Rehoboam, claimed 
the crown of Judah by furvivorfhip, at leaft hoped to get it 
‘from this young king, upon his acceflion to the throne. Againtt 
thefe impudent pretenfions, it was bravely done of Abijah to 
take up arms, and God {tood by him. (2.) When Rehoboam 
‘attempted to recover his ten tribes, Jeroboam was upon his 
good behaviour, and there mutt be fome trial of him ; but now 
*he had difcovered what manner of man he was, by fetting up 
‘the calves, and cafting off. the priefts, Abijah is allowed to 


‘chaftife him; and it doth not appear.that he intended any ~ 


more: whereas. Rehoboam aimed at no lefs than, the reducing 
of the ten tribes, which was contrary to the counfel of God. _ 
2. Jeroboam’s army. was double in number to that of Abi- 
yah, ver.. 3-5. for he had ten tribes to raife an army.out of,, A- 

_ bijah had but.two. \ Yet the inferior number proves viétorious 3 
for the battle is not always to the ftrong, nor the caufe to the 
gamMajoritys Las saszerqg yaulisysty’ adeie s ry 
_» 3+ Abijah, before he-fonght them, reafoned with them, to 
perfuade them, though not to return. to, the houfe; of David, 
that matter was fettled by the divine determination, and he,ac- 
.quiefced 3 yet:to defift. from) fighting againft the houfe of Da. 


wid, He would-not have them with/and the kingdom sof: the yjthan in aM OR pf, Tirael,) with “BIR were now) | 
ntending. (3.), It sii ) he pow: 


‘ Lord in thé: hands of the fons.of David, ver..8i but at leat to 
-be content withiwhat they: had: Note, Lt is good to: try rea- 
fon before we ufe. force.’ If the point.may be gained\hy dint 

. of argument, better fo than by dint of fword.\..We mult never 
Aly to violent methods, till alhthe atts ofiperfuafion have been 
tiied in vain. War mult be the ratio ultima regums) the daft 
refuge of injured right. Fair reafoning may do argreat deal of 
good, and prevent a great deal of mifchief': How,forcible are 
right words! y Abijahy was: got with his army: into) theobéart 
of their country ; for he'made'this fpeech upon:a hill in:mount 
“Ephraim, where’ hecmight be heard: by ‘Jeroboam, and vth 
principal officers, with whom, itis probable, he défired to have 
a treaty, which they confented to.) It has-been ufuab forgreat 
generals to make'{peeches to ‘their: own foldiets, to animate 
them,and this’ fpeech of Abijah: hada tendency.thats way, 
but was directed to Jeroboam and all Ifrael. ay sro, 

-Two'things Abijah undertakes to makerout fot the fatisfac- 
tion of his°own men, and the conviction ofithe enemy, 87 | 

“af, That he had righv‘on his fide, ‘a jus diyinumy an indif2 

putable right: you know, or ought to know, that’ God gave 

the kingdom to David and his fons for every ver. 5 5 not by 

‘common providence, his ufual way of difpofing kingdoms, but 

- “by a covenant of falt, a lafting edvenant, a covetiafit made’ by 
factifice, which was always falted; fo Bithop Patrick. All 

Jfrael liad owned ‘that David’ was'a king of God's making, 
and that God had entailed the ctown’tpon his’faimily:; fo that 
Jeroboam’s taking the crown of Hraél-at firlt, was not jattifi- 
able: yet it is not certain he refers chiefly to that, for he knew 
Jeroboam had’a grant from God of the ten tribes but, how- 
ever, his attempt’ now to diftarb the peace and poffeftion’ of 
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4 We worthip no images; ‘haye%ne priefts ‘but what he has 


Chap. XU | 


the king of Judah, was by no means excufeable; for whem 
the ten tribes were given him, two.were referyed for the houfe _ 
of David: He thews, (1-) That there was a great deal of © 
difhonefty and difingenyity in his firft fetting ‘up of himfelf, | 
He rebelled againft his lord, who. had preferred him, 1 Kings | 
xi. 28. and bafely took advantage of Rehoboam’s weaknefs in | 
a critical junéture, when, in gratitude to his old matter, and ‘| 
in juttice to his title, he ought rather, to have ftood by him, — 
and helped to fecure the people in their allegiance to him, than — 
to head a party againft him, and make a prey of him; which — 
was unworthily done, and what he could not,expec to prof 
“per in. They that fupported him, he calls vain men, (a cha- — 
racter perhaps borrowed from Judg. xi: 3.) men that did not 
"ad from any fteady principle, byt were | given to change, and — 
men of Belial, that were for fhaking of the yoke of government, 
and fetting thofe over them that ‘would do jutt as they would — 
have them do. (2.) That there was a great deal of, impiety 
in his prefent attempt; for in fighting againtt the houfe i) Da- 
vid, he fought again/i the kingdom of the Lord: They. that 
oppofe right, oppofe the righteous God, that fits in the throne 
‘judging right, and cannot promife themfelves fuccefs in fo _de- 
‘ing. Right may indeed go by the worft for a times but it | 
will:prevail at Jaft. ; Ag bout, tee | 
2d/y,That he had God on his fides \Phis he io its, much | 
upon, that, the religion of Jeroboam and his army, ag alfe 
“and idolatrous ; “but for his part, he and his nedpley the men 
of Judah, had the pure worfhip’of the’ true ‘ahd ‘living God a- 
> mong them..5 It appears by Abijah’s character, 1 Kings £V. Ze) 
«that he was not himéelf truly religions, and yet ;herejhe jencou- | 
faged himfelf in, this war chiefly, ftom the religion: of his king- | 


dome ‘Whatever he, was otherwifey it fhould fee. 


doing kor (Fa), Wubaterce Be Wes oe ea are | 

he Was no, idolater, "or if che cannive ‘at the igh laces and 
Cljanpés, chap xiv. 3, §. yet He conftantly kept whe temples 
 ifervides.s:{2.) Whatever corruptions there! w 


| x6 in the’ king- | 
. domvof Judah, the|ftaté of religion [among theny:was better 


contending. _ (3-), It is commen. for th eny the pow- 
‘er of re a tillga an ae form of! ‘(qt wae tae 
caufe of his kingdony that‘he was pleading; and though he ‘was 
not timfelf fo good as hé fhould be, yet he hoped that, for 
the fake of the good men: and\ good things that were in Judah, _ 
ie fred ead now appear for them. Many that have little re- 
ligion themfelyes, yet have fo much fenfe and grace,as to, vas | 
ibe it in others. ‘See how he defcribes, = at eres 
| G4.) The apoftaty of Tfrael from God’ You are’ a’ great | 
multitudes faith hes farfuperior’ to us in numbers 5’ but’we need 
onotcfear yous for you) bave ithat-arnong Yourfelyes that is enough: 
, to Fuimyou-4 Fora [tJ ete alves for*your, gods, \ver. 
, 8, that are, unable to, protect ee elp you, and cee inly 
| “engage the trhe and Rete Go “again “you. Tho “will be. 
‘Achans, troublers of your ¢amp.’[2.] You! Have edunWre is 
for your priefts, ver. g. ’You have eatti off) the tribe’ of (Levi, 
aod the houfe of Aaron,,;whom God/appointed:to iphinifter im 
holy thing: 3 and,, in conformity to the cultom of the idolatro s 
nations, make ahy man a Bie that has a mind to the offices 
and will be at the charge of the confecration, though never fo 
niuch a feandal to thecharaéter. Yet fuch, though vety unfit 
‘to be priefts, were fitteltcofiall to be their prielts ;° for what. 
more agreeable toigdds that: weresno gods, than priefts that 
were no 'priefts2i) Likesto like, both pretenders and! ufurpers. 
jue( 2) Thétadherencesofifudah to Goll. But as for us'(vets 
0. iqwe have not \forfaken Ged. Jehovatvis our'God, the God 
~ of our fathers, the God of Ifrael, who is able to proteét- us 
‘and give us fuccefs.) Heig with us, for’ we are with hime 
‘{'v.] Athome in his temple, we deep his charge, ver. 10. at 
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Chap. XUL- II, 


_. Wained, no rites of worfhip but what he has preferibed. Both 
the temple-fervice and the temple-furniture, are of his appoint. 
ing: his appointment we abide by, and neither add nor dimi- 
nifh. "Thefe we have the comfort of, thefe we now ftand up 
in the defence of: fo that upon a.religious, as well as a civil 

_ account, we have the better caufe, [2.] Here in the camp, 
he is/our captain, and therefore we may be fure he is with us, 

~ becanfe we'are with him, ver. 12. And,as a token of his pre- 
dence, we have here with us his prie(ts, founding his trumpets 
according to the law, as a teftimony againft you, and an afflur- 

_ ance to us, that in the day of battle, we thall be xemembered be- 
Sore the Lord our God, and faved from our enemies ; for fo this 
facred fignal is explained, Numb. x. 9. Nothing more ‘effec. 

_ tual to embolden men, and put fpirit into them, than to be fire 

_ that God is with them, and fighteth for them. “He concludes 


with fair warning to his enemies, Fight not againft the God of 


- jour fathers. Tis folly to fight againft the God of almighty 
power ; but it is treachery, and bafe ingratitude to fight againit 
your father’s God, and you cannot expeé to profper. 

13 q But Jeroboam caufed an ambufhment 
~ to come about behind them: fo they were be: 
fore Judah, and the ambuthment was. behind 

_ them.” 14 And when Judah looked back, be- 

hold, the battle was before and behind: and 
they cried unto,the Lorn; and the priefts found- 
ed with the trumpets, 
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15 Then the: men of 
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One ftratagem, thinks he, is worth twenty fuch fpeeches; we 
will give him an anfwer prefently to all his arguments ; he thal 
foon find himfelf overpowered with numbers, furrounded on e- 
very fide with the inftruments of death ; and then let him boaft 
of his religion, and his title to the crown. It is probable a par- 
ley was agreed upon; yet Jeroboam bafely takes the advantage 
of it, and while he was treating, laid his ambu/bment behind 
them, againtt all the laws of arms. What honour could be ex- 
pected in a fervant when he reigned ? Abijah was for peaccy 
but when he /poke, they were fer_war, Plal. cxx. 6, 

2. Abijah and his.people, that trufted in their God, came 
off conquerors, notwith{tanding the difproportion of their 
ftrength and numbers. — 

iff, They were brought into a great trait, put into a great 
fright ;-for the Latile was before and behind. A good caufe, 
and. which is defigned to be victorious, may be in diftrefs’ and 
ata plunges It was David's cafe, They compaffed me about - 
like bees, Pfal. cxviii. 10, 11,12. Bh ek iy 

2dly, In their diftrefs, when danger was on every fide, Which 
way fhould they look but upwards for deliverance? And an 
un{peakable comfort it is, that no enemy, not the imoft power= 
ful or politic, no ftratagem or ambufhment, can cut off our com- 
munication with Heaven: Our ‘way thitherward is always o- 
pen. (1.) They cried unto the Lord, ver. 14. We hope they 
did that before they engaged in this war; but the diftrefs they 
were in, made them renew their prayers, and quickened them 
to be importunate. God brings his people-into ftraits, that he 
may teach them to cry unto him. Earneft praying is’ crying. 


|< (2.) They relied on the God of their fathers, depended on his 


» Judah gave a fhout: and as the men of Judah 
_ thouted, it came to pafs, that God fmote Jero- 
-boam a 1 Tfrael before Abijah and Judah, 


power to help them, and committed themfelves to him, ver. 18. 
The prayer of faith is the prevailing prayer; and this’ is ‘that 
by which’ we overcome the world, even our faith, 1 John v. 4. 
(3+) The pricfts founded the trumpets\to animate them, ' by giv- 


am and al _ before Abija 
16 And thechildren of Ifrael fled before Judah; 


_and God delivered them into their.hand.. 17_ 


- And Abijah‘and his' people flew them with a 
~ great‘flaughter’: fo there fell down’ flain’ of If 
Yael five hundred thoufand chofen men. 18 
_ Thus the children. of Ifrael were brought under 

» at that time, and the. children of Judah prevail- 


ed; becaufe they relied upon the Lorp God of 


their fathers. 19 And Abijah’ purfaed after 
~ Jeroboam, and took cities from him, Beth-el 
_..with the towns thereof, and Jefhanah with the 
» towns, thereof, and. Ephraim with the towns 
* thereof. «20: Neither did: Jeroboam ‘recover 
~*ftrength again in the days of Abijah = And the 
“Lorn. ftruck him, and he died. “21 But Abjah 


waxed. mighty, .and married, fourteen wives, 


and begat twenty and two. fons, and fixteen 
daughters. 22 And the reft of the acts of Abi- 
jah, and his ways, and his fayings, are written 
_ in the ftory of the prophet Iddo. 

é We do not find that Jeroboam offered to make any anfwer 
_-at.all to Abijah’s fpeech. Though it was much to the pur- 
_ pote, he refolved not to heed it ;. and: therefore took on him 
_ not to hear it: he came'to fight, notto difpute; the longett 


_ {word he thinks will determine the matter, got the better caufe. 


> Let us therefore fee the! iffue; whether right.and religion carry 
othe day or. no, ( IS Reh h: Fetehirie ah or , 
Bat Ts Jeroboam, that trulted to his»politics,. was beaten. He 
was fo far from fair reafoning, that he was not for fair fighting. 
We may fuppofe he laughed in his fleeve at Abijah’s harangue. 


ing them an affurance of God’s prefence with them.” It was 
not only a martial, but a facred found,’ and putilife into their 
faith. (4.) They fhouted in confidence of vitory: the day 
is our own, for God is withus. ‘To the ery-of prayer, they 
added ‘the fhout of faith, and fo became more than conquerors. 
3d/y, Thus they obtained a complete victory. 4s the men of 
Fudah fhouted for joy in God’s falvation, God fmore Feroboam 

and his army with fuch terror and amazement, ‘that they could , 
not ‘trike a {trokey but fled with the greateft precipitation ima- 
ginable, and the. conquerors gave ho quarters»fo that they, put 
to the {word five hundred thoufand chofen men, ver. BY7.:: 

More (they fay) than ever we read of in any hiftory to have | 
been killed in one battle. . But. the’ battle was the - Lord’s, 
who would thus chaftife the idolatry of Ifrael; and own “the 
houfe of David. But fee the fad effects of divifion: it wasthe 
blood of Ifraelites; that was thus fied like water by Ifraelites, 
while the Heathen, their neighbours, to whom the name. of 
Ifrael had formerly been’ a tervor, cried, Aha, fo wonld we 
have it. td. ts 

4thiy, The confequent of this was, that the children’ of If 
rael, though they were not brought.back to the houfe of David, 
which by. fo great:a blow fure they would have been, had not 
the determinate counfel of God been otherwife; yet for that 
time they were brought under, yer. 18. Many cities were ta - 
ken, and remained in the poffeffion of the kings of Judah; -as 
Beth-el particu'atly, ver..19. . What went with the golden 
calf there when it came into the hands of the king of Judah, 
we are not'told; perhaps it removed to fome place of greater 
fafety, and at length to, Samaria, Hof. viii, 5.3 yet in Jehu’s 
time we find it at Beth-el, 2 Kings x. 29. Perhaps Abijah, 
when it was in his power to demolith it, fuffered: it..to {tand, 
for his heart was not perfec with God; and not improving 
‘what he had got for the honour of God, he {oon loft it all again. 
. 5 A Lofily, 
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Lafily, The death both of the conquered, ‘andvof the con- ] 
queror, not long after. 3 ; 
(1.) Jerobown never looked up after this defeat, though he — 
lived two or three yeats after. He could:not recover firength — 
again, ver. 20. But'the Lord ftruck bim either swith ome 
bodily difeafe, of which he languifhed’; or with melancholy, 
~ and trouble of mind, ‘his heart was broke, ‘and vexation at his. | 
lofs brought ‘bis head, probably by this ‘time a hoary head, © 
with forrow to the grave. He efeapéd the fword wf Abyahs — 
but Cod {truck him: there is no efcaping ‘his fword. \ i 
(2.) Abijah waxed mighty upon it. What number of | 
wives and children he had before, doth not appear ; “but now ) 
he multiplied his wives to fourteen in all; by whom “he had | 
chirtyseight children, ver. 21. Happy is the man that hath | 
his quiver full of thofearrows. It feems he had ways by | 
him{elf, and fayings of his own, which were recorded with his | 
ads, in the hiltory of thofe times, ver. 22. But the number | 
of his months was cut off in the midft; and foon .after his | 
‘conquelts, death conquered the conqueror. Perhaps he “was | 
‘00 miuch lifted up with his victories, and therefore God would | 
not let him live long-to enjoy the honour of them. — 


CHAP. XIV. 

Un this and the two following chapters we have the hiftory of | 
‘the reign of Afa’;'a-good'reign, and a long one. In this | 
‘chapter ‘we have, 1. His pitty, ver. 1,—5- Il. His policy, 
ver. 6. III]. ‘His profperiry, ‘and particulary a‘glorions vic- 

tory be obtained over a great army of Ethiopians ‘that came | 

out again? bim. 
€<O Abijah flept with his fathers, and they bu- | 
8 ied him in the city of David, and Afa his | 

_ -fon reigned in his ftead’: in his days the land 
“was quiet ten years. 2 And Afa did ‘that which 
was good and right in the eyes of the Lorp-his 
‘God. 3 For he ‘took away the altars..of the 

_ ftrange ‘gods, and thé high places, and brake 
down the images, and cut down the groves: 
-4 And commanded Judah to feek the Lorp 
‘God of their fathers, and to do the law and the 
‘commandment. 5:Alfo-he took away out of 
all the cities ‘of Judah, the high"placesand the | 
jmages: and the kingdom was ‘quiet before | 
him. 6 And he built fenced cities in Judah: } 
for the land had reft, and he had~“no war m 
thofe ‘years; becaufe the Lorp' had given him 
reft. 7 Theréfore-he faid unto Judah, Let us 
“puild thefe cities, and make about them walls 
‘and towers, gates and bars, while the-land is | 
yet ‘before us; becaufe ‘we have fought the | 
‘Lorp- our God, we “have ‘fought 2m, and he | 
hath given us reft on every fide ; fo they built | 
‘and profpered. 8 And Afa had an army of men 
that bare targets and {pears, out of Judah three 
hundred thoufand, andout of Benjamin, that 
‘pare fhields, and°drew bows, two hundred and 
“fourfcore thoufand: all thefe’ were mighty'men. 
of valour. : sl Pile | 
Here is, '1.Afa’s general’ charaéter, ‘ver.'2. ‘He’ did that’ 
‘avbich°wasg60d and right inthe eyes of the Lord ‘his God, 
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(1.) He’aimed at pleafing 
to him. ‘Happy they that walk by tt 


‘not for fhame but comply with them. ‘Note, They that have 


. preflion of profatieriefs 'and the. reformation ‘of mariters, ‘wil 
- inét meet with fo-much difficulty and oppofition’ therein as per | 


: nate poole 
Ghap. X1V. | 
God; ‘ftudied to approve Himfelf — 
xis rule, to do that, not 
only which is right in their own eyes, or in the eyes of the 
world, but which is fo in’God’s:eyes,  (2.) He faw God’s 
eye always upon him ; and that helped much to keep him. 47) 
to that which is good and right. (3.) God gracioufly acs % 
ceptéd of him in what he did, aod approved at ‘as good and: 
right. - 
a A bleffed work of reformation whichvhe fet dn foot ime 
mediately upon his acceflion to the crown. BH SOI 
iff, He removed and -abolithed “idolatry.” Since Solomon. 
admitted it, in'the Hitter eid of his reign, nothing’ had ‘been 
done tofupprefs it; and fo we prefume it shad got ground. 
Strange gods were worfhipped, ‘and had their altars, images, 
and groves; andthe temple-fervice, though ‘kept up by ‘the 1) 
priefts, chap. xiii. 10. was negleéted by ‘many of the people. 
Afa, as foon as he had power in his hands, made it his bufi- 
‘nefs to deflroy all thofe idolatrous altars and images, ver. 35. 
s. they being a great provocation*of the jealous God, and-a 
great temptation to a carelefs unthinking people. He hoped 
‘by deltroying the idols to réform the idolaters, which he aim= 
ed at, and ‘not'the ruin of them. [97 Aa me 2 
adly, He revived and ‘eftablifhed the pure ‘worfhip'of God; 
and fince the priefts did their part in ‘attending 'Ged’s valtars, 
he obliged the people to do theirs: ver. 4. fe commanded Fu- 
dah to feck. the Lord God of their fathers, and not the gods” 
the Heathen ; and fo do the law and the conimandment ; 1. €. 
to obferve all divine inftitutions, which smany had ‘Heslecte 
and never miridéd. In’ doing this the \land ‘was quiet “before 
him, ver. 5. "Though they were-much in“love ‘with their i- 
“dols, and very loth:to leave them’; yet therconvictions of their 
confciences fided ,with-the commands of Afa, and they cou 
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power in their hands, 'and will ufe it vigoroufly for the fup- 


haps they feared. Vice is a ineaking thing, and virtue has 
reafon enough on its fide to make iniquity flop her mouth “Phals 
evil a2 ee ‘ ped ee eee Be 2° ae 
3. The tranquillity of his kingdom, -after two :conftant ‘a- a 
‘Jarms of war during the two aft reigns. Jn shis days the‘ land. 
-was quiet ten years, Ver. 1.3 NO War with the kingdom .of Tf 
~yael, who did not recover the blow given them in the laft reiga . 
‘of a great whilé. Abijah’s vidtory, which was owing 1 
‘God to his courage ‘and bravery, laid a foundation for 
‘peace, which was the rewatd‘of his piety and ‘reformati 
'Vhough Abijah had little ‘réligion himfelf, he was inftrumen 
‘to prepare the way for one thatyhada great deal. If Ab 
had not done what he-did to qniet-the land, Afa could 
‘have done what he did to reform it; for inter arma fil. 9 
4. The prudent improvement he made.of that ‘tran 
The land had reft, for the Lord had given him re/t 
God give quietne/s, who then can make trouble 2 
29. ‘Thofe have reft indeed, to whom God give 
‘indeed, to whom Chrift gives peace, not as the 
John xiv. 27. Now, (1.) Afa takes notice of this 
-had, both as the gift of God, He hath given us ret 
jfide. Note, God mutt be acknowledged with 'thankfulne: 5 
“the reft we are bleffed with, of body and mind, family an 
‘country; and as the reward of the reformation begun. Z 
caufe we have foughithe Lord our God, heshas ngeven us 
Note, Ass the! frow nsand rebukes of providence fhould 1 
ferved for a check to us in an evil way, fo the {miles of 
dence‘ fhould -be taken notice’ of for our encouragement 
-which is good, See Hag. i. 18, 19. Mal. 1 
find by ‘experiénce that-itlis:good to feck! the Lor. 
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“they were duit up, Ads ix: 31. 


the common good. 


 Zephathah at Marefhah. 


Chap. XIV. 


ref. While we purfue the world, we meet with nothing but 
vexation. (2.) He confults with his people by. their repre- 


peace enjoyed, and concluded with them, [1.] That they 
mu(t.not be idle but bufy. Times of reft from war fhould be 
employed in work ;, for we mult always find ourfelves. fome- 
thing to do. In the years whenhe had no.war, he faid,. let 
us build, ftull let us be doing, When the churches had ref, 
When: the {word is fheath- 
ed take up the trowel. [2] That they muft. not. be fecure, 
but prepare for wats. In times of peace we muft be getting 
ready for trouble, expect it, and lay up in fore for it, [1] 
He fortified, his principal cities with qwalls, towers, gates, and 
bars, ver. 7. 
before us, i. e. while we have opportunity and advantage for it, 
and have nothing to hinder us, He {peaks as if he expected 


that fomé way or other trouble would arife, when it would be 


toorlate to fortify, and when. they would with they. had done 
it: So they built and profpered. [.2.] He had a good army 
ready to bring into the field, ver. 8. not a ftanding army, but 


the militia or trained-bands of the country. Judah and Ben- | 
jamin were muttered feverally, and Benjamin, (that not Jong | Arca gNCGr Seterncaldy Pak teckk $4. 
| help the weakeft, and perfe rength out of the mouth of babes 
| and fucklings. We-do not fay, Lord, take our part, for we 
| have a good army for thee to work by ; but take our part, for 


ago was little Benjamin, Pfal. Ixviti. 27.) had almoft.as many 
foldiers as Judah, came as near as’ twenty-eight to, thirty, fo 


_ ftrangely had that tribe increafed of late. The blefling of God 


can make a little one to beconie a thoufand. It fhould feem 


~ thefe two tribes were differently armed, both offenfively and 


defenfively. The men of Judah guarded themfelves with tar- 


gets, the men of Benjamin with {hields, the former much big- 
ger than the latter, 1 Kings x. 16, 177... The men of Judah 


fought with {pears when they clofed in with the enemy ; the 


men of Benjamin drew bows to reach the enemy.at.a diftance, 


both did good fervice,:and neither could. fay to the other, I 
have no need of thee. Different gifts and employments are for 


SnSIGU 


of And there came ae againft them Zerah 
the Ethiopian, with an hoft of a thoufand thou- 


fand, and three hundred chariots, and came un- 
to Marefhah. 16 Then Afa wentout againft him, 
and they fet the battle in array in the valley of 
iz And Afa cried 
unto the Lorn his God, and faid, Lorn, 7¢ is 
nothing with thee to help, whether with many, 


__ or with them that have no power: help us, O 


Lorp our God ; for we reft in thee, and in ‘thy 


mame we go againft this multitude: O Lorp,, 
thou art our God, let not man prevail againtt 
“thee. 12 So the Lorp {mote the Ethiopians 
“before Afa and before Judah, and the Ethiopians 


fled. 313 And Afa and the people that were 
with him, purfued them unto Gerar: and the E- 
thiopians were overthrown, that they could not 
recover themfelves, for they were deftroyed be- 


_ fore the Lorp, and before his ,hoft; and they 
carried away very much fpoil. 14 And they {mote 
all the cities round about Gerar, for the fear of | 


the Lorp came upon’ theny: and they fpoiled 


all the cities, for there was exceeding much fpoil © 


in them. 15 They {mote alfo the tents of cat- 
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This let us do (faith he) while the land is yet | 


| him his God. 
| He gives to God the glory of his infinite power and fovereign- 
| ty. “Lt ts nothing with thee to help, and fave, by many or few, 
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tle, and carried away fheep and cariels in a- 


‘ | bundancé, and returned to ferufatem. 
fentatives; how to make-a good ufe of the prefent gleams of | ‘ x: J 


Here is, 1. Difturbance given to the peace of Afa’s king. 
dom by a formidable army of Ethiopians, that invaded them, 
ver. 9,10. Though-ftill they fought God, yet this fear came 
upon them, that their faith in God might be tried, and that 
God might have an opportunity of doing great things for them. 
It was a va{t number that the Ethiopians brought againft him, 
a thoufand thoufand men, and now he found the benefit of hav- 
ing an army ready raifed again{t fuch a time of need. ‘That 


| provifion we thought neediefs may foon appear to be of great 


advantage. 
2. The application Afa made to God, on occafion of this 
threatening cloud that hung over his head, ver. rr. He that 


| fought God in the day of his peace.and profperity, could, with 


holy boldnefs, cry to God in the day of his trouble, and. call 
His prayer is fhort, but has much in it. (1.) 


by them that are mighty, or by them that have no power, See 
1 Sam. xiv. 6. God works in his own ‘ftrength, not in the 


Nay, it is his glory to 


without thee we have no power. (2.) He takes hold of their 
covenant-relation to God as theirs,'O\Lord our God, and a- 


‘gain thou art our God, whom we have chofen, and cleave to 


as ours. (3.) He pleads their dependance upon God, and the 
eye they had to him in this expedition. He was well pre- 
pared for it, yet trufted not to his preparations ; but, Lord, 
we ref? on thee, and in thy name qwe go again/f this great niulti- 
tude, by warrant from thee, aiming at thy glory, and trufting 
to thy {trength. (4.) He intere(ts God in their caufe, /et not 
man (mortal man, fo the word is,) prevail againft thee. Tf he 
prevail again{t us, it will be faid that he prevails again{t thee; 
becaufe thou art our God, and we reft on thee, and go forth 
in thy name, which thou haft encouraged us to do. ‘The e- 
nemy is a'mortal man3z make it to appear what an unequal 
match he-is for an immortal God, Lord, maintain thine own 
honour ; hallowed be thy name. 

3. The glorious victory God gave him over his enemies ; 
(1.) God defeated the enemy, and put their forces into dif 
order: ver. 12. The Lord fmote the Ethiopians, {mote them _ 
with terror, and an unaccountable confternation ; fo that they 
fled, and knew neither why nor whether. (2.) Afa and his 
foldiers took the advantage God gave them apain{t the enemy, 
[t.] They deftroyed them. They fell before the Lord, (for 
who can ftand before him?) and before his fof, either an in- 
vifible hoft of angels that were employed to deftroy them, or 
the hoft of Ifrael, called God's. hoff, becaufe owned by him, 
[2.] They took the plunder of their camp 5 carried away very 
much fpoil, from the flain, and from the bag and baggage. [3.] 


| They /mote the cities that were in league with them, to which 


they fled for thelter, and carried off the {poil of them, ver. 14. 
and they were not able to make any refiftance, for the fear of 
the Lord came upon them, i.e. a fear which God {truck them 
with to that degree that they had no heart to withftand the 
conquerors. [4.] They fetched away the cattle out of the 
enemy’s country in vaft numbers, ver. 1. Thus the wealth 
of the finner is laid up for the juft. ‘ 


vi C*EIAS BO XV. 
Afa and bis army were now returning in triwmph from the 
battle laden with fpoilsy and adorned with ihe trophies of 
: 5A2 viclory 
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udory. The pious prince, we may fuppofe, fludying what 
he Jhould render to God for this great favour; he knows 


the work of reformation which he had begun in his hing-- 


dom ts not perfeted. His enemies abroad were /ubdued, 
but there were more dangerous enemies at home, that were 
yet unconquered; tdols in Judah and Benjamin: his vice 
sory over the former emboldens bim vigoroufly to renew 
his attack upon the latter. Now, here we have, 1. The 
méeffige which God fent him by a prophet to engage him to, 
and encourage him in, the profecution of bis reformation, 
ver, 1,—7. Il. The dife which this mefJage put into that 
good caufe, and their aGtings in purfuance of it. Idols rez, 
moved, ver. 8. The fporl dedicated to God, ver. 9,—I11. 
4 covrnant made with God, and a law for the puni/bing 
~ of idolaters, ver. 12,—15. A reformation at court, ver. 
16. Dedicated things brought iato the houfe of God, ver. 
18. All well, but that the high places were permuted, 
ver. 17. And the effeG of this was great peace, ver. 19. 


. gabe the fpirit of God came upon Azariah 
- the fon of Oded. 2 And he went out 
to meet Afa, and faid unto, him, Hear ye me, 
Afa, and all Judah and Benjamin, The Lorp 1s 
with you, while ye bé with ‘him, and if ye 
feek him, he will be found of you; but if ye 
forfake him, he will forfake you. 3 Now fora 


long feafon Ifrael hath beén without the true > 


God, and without a teaching prieft, and ‘with- 
out law. 4 But when they in their trouble did 
turn unto the Lorp God of Ifrael, and fought 
him, he was found of them. 5 And.in thofe 
times ¢hete was no peace to him that went out, 
nor to him that came in, but ‘great véexatioris 
were upon all the inhabitants of the countries, 
6 And’nation was deftroyed of nation, and city 
of city: for God did vex them with all adver- 
fity. 7 Be ye flrong therefore, and let not your 
hands be weak : for your work fhall be reward- 
eu a one 


It was a‘great happinefs to Ifrael that they had prophets a- 
mong them; yet, while they were thus bleffed, they were 
ftrangely addiéted to idolatry ; whereas, when the fpirit of pro- 
phecy was ceafed undet’the fecond temple, and the canon of 
the Old Teftament was Completed, which was conftantly read 
in their fynagogiits, ‘they were? “pure from, idolatry ; for ‘the 
{criptures are of all other the moj? fure ward of prophecy, and 
moft cffe@ual, and the church dotild not be fo eafily impofed 
upon by a counterfeit bible, as by a'counterfeit prophet. ass 

Here was a prophet fent'to Afa and his army, when they 
returned victorious from the war with ‘the Etbiopians, not to 
compliment them, and congratulate theit fuccefs, but to quick- 
en them to their duty; that is ‘the ‘Proper bufinefs of God’s 
minifters, even with princes, and ‘the foc of men. The 
frit of God came upon the prophet, Ver. 1. both to inftruct 


% 


him what he fhould fay, and to enable him to fay it with clear- 


fiefs and boldnefs. 


1. He told them plainly upon what terms they ftood with | 


God: let them'not think that now they had got this victory 
all was their own for ever; no, he Jets them know they were 
upon their good behaviour. Let them do well, and it would 
be well with them, othérwife not. (1.) The Lord is with 
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. elders,. yet no law to any purpofe, ver. 3. Thefe were fad ; 
__ times, when they were frequently opprefled by one, enemy, or 


,.them. . Then was that maxim often verified, that God is with ._ 
—us, while we are with him. Whatfoever, things of this. kiad 


. and other occafions, not mentioned. ‘They provoked Goa! * 


Chap. XV,» 


you, while you be with him. This is both a word of comfort, 
that thofe that keep clofe to God fhall always have his prefence 
with them, alfo a word of caution, he is with you while you 
be with him, but no longer.. You have now a fignal token of — 
his favourable prefence with you, but ‘the continuance of it de- 
pends upon your perfeverance in the way of your duty. (2+) 
Tf you feek him, he will be found of you ; fincerely defire his fa» 
vour, and aim at it, and you fhall obtain it. Pray and you 
fhall prevail ; he never faid, nor never will, /eek ye me in vain. 
See Heb. xi. 6. But, (3.) If you forfake him and-his ordi- 
nances, he is not tied to you, but will certainly forfake you, 
and then you are undone, your prefent triumphs will be no fe~ _ 
curity to you. Wo to you, when God departs. gio 
2. He fet before them the dangerous confequences of for- 
faking God and his ordinances, and that there was no way of = 
having grievances redrefled, but by repenting, and returning un- 
to God. When Ifrael forfook their daty, they were over-run 
with a deluge of atheifm, impiety, irreligion, and all irregulari- 
ty, ver. 3. and were continually imbarraffed with vexatious and 
deftroying wars, foreign and domeftic, ver. 5,6. But whea 
their troubles drove them to God, they found it not in vain- 
to feek him, ver. 4. But the queftion is, what time this re- 
fers to? . igh, Aaa . Peek ¥ 
1/7, Some think it looks as far back as the days of the judges. 
A long feafon ago Urael was without the true God 3 for they . 
worfhipped falfe gods: Itswas a time of ignorance ; for though 
they had priefts, they had no teaching priefts; though they had 


other, and grievoufly harrafled by Moabites, Midianites, Am~_ 
monites, and other nations, they were vexed with all adverfity, — 
ver. 6.; yet when in their perplexity they turned to God by — 
repentance, prayer, and reformation, he raifed up deliverers for 


were written afore-time, were written for our admonition, —__ 
2dly, Others think it defcribes the prefent ftate of the ten 


-priefts. Jes 
roboam’s priefts were no teachers, and thus they came to be 
without law. It is next to impoflible, that any thing of ireli- 
gion fhould be kept up witout a preaching miniftry.,..._In -thofe 9 
times there was no peace, ver. 5. ‘Their war with Judah gave _ 
them frequent alarms: fo did the late infurreétion -of _ Baatha, . 


with all iniquity, and them he vexed them qith all adverfity, yet 
when they turned to God, he was intreated for them. Let Ju= 
dah take notice of this, let their neighbours harms be their 
warnings. Give no countenance to graven images; for you. 
fee what mifchiefs they are the rife of. ~ “and ae 
3dly, Others think the whole paflage may be read in the fu- 
ture tenfe, and that it looks forward; hereafter [rael will be — 
without the true God, and a teaching pricf, and they willbe de- 
{troyed by one judgment after another, till they return to Gody. 
and feck him. See oft. gq. OTS SBE RA Soggs 
3- Upon this he grounded his exhortation to them, to’pro- — 
fecute the; work of reformation with vigour, ver. 7. Be firong' : 
for your work fhall be rewarded. Note, (1.) God’s y 
fhould be done with diligence and chearfulnefs, but wil 
done’ without refolution. rh 2.) This fhould quicken 
work of religion, that we fhall be fure not to lofe by 
run. It will not go unrewarded.. How fhotld® jt wh 
work is its own reward 2. hii Sere inn 


¢ 
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8 And when Afa heard thefe words, and the 


“prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took courage, 
and put away the abominable »idols: out. of all 


the land of Judah and Benjamin; and outeof | 


the cities which he had taken” from mount E-" 
phraim, and renewed the altar of the Loxp that 
was before the porch of the Lorp,. g, And he 
gathered all Judah and Benjamin, afd the ftran- 
_ gers with themsout of Ephraim and Manafleb, 
and out of Simeon: (for they fell to him out of 
Ifrael in abundance, when they faw that the 
Lorp his God was with him:) 10 So they 
‘gathered themfelves together at Jerufalem ‘in 
the third month, in the fifteenth year of the 
reign of Afa. r1 And they offered unto the 
Lorp the fame time, of the fpoil which they had 
brought, feven hundred oxen, and:feven thou- 
fand fheep. 12 And they entered into a cove- 
nant to feek the Lorp God of their fathers, 
with all their heart, and with all their foul: 1 3 
‘That whofoever would not feek the Lorp God 
of Ifrael, fhould be put to death, whether fmall 
or great, whether man or woman. — 14 And they 
fware unto the Lorp with’ aloud’ voice, and 
with fhouting, and with trumpets, and with | 
comets, 15 And all Judah rejoiced at the oath: 
for they had fworn with all their heart, and 
fought him with their whole defire, and he was 
found of them: and the Lorp gave them reft 
round about. 16 { And alfo concerning Maa- 
chah the mother of Afa the king, he removed 
her from being queen, becaufe fhe had made an 
idol ima grove: and Afa cut down her idol, 
and ftamped it, and burnt it at the brook Kid. 
ron. 17 But the high places were not taken 
away out of Ifrael: neverthelefs, the heart of 
Afa was perfe@ all his days. 18 4 And he 
brought into the houfe of God the things that 
his father had dedicated, and that he himf{élf 
had dedicated, filver, and gold, and veflels. 19 
And there was no more war unto the five and 
thirtieth year of the reign of Afa.’ 
We are here told what good effect the foregoing fermon had 
upon Afa. ra 
1. He grew more bold for God than he had been; his vic 
tory would infpire him with fome new degrees of refolution, 
but this meffage from God with much more- Now he took 
courage ; he faw how neceffary a farther reformation was, and 
what affurance he had of God’s prefence with him in it; and 
this made him daring, and helped. him over the difficulties 
which had before deterred him, and driven him off from the 
undertaking. Now he ventured to deftroy ‘all the abominable 
idols, (and all idolatries are abominable, 1 Pet, iv. 3.), as far 
as ever his power went: Down with them all. He allo re- 
newed the altar of the Lord, which, it feems, was gone out of 
repair, though it was not paft thirty-five years fince Solomon’s 
| a ; 


/ 
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head was laid, who ere@ed it. So foon did thefe ceremonial 
iaftitutions begin to wax Old, as things that in the fulnefs of 
time mult wani/b away, Heb. viii. 13. 
2. He extended his influence further than before, ver. 9. 
de fummoned a folemn affembly, and particularly brought the 
{trangers to-it, who were: come over to him from the ten tribes. 
(1.) Their coming was a great encouragement to him; for 
the reafon why they came, was becaufe they faw that the Lord 
his God was with him. It is good being with thofe that have 


. ‘ sO - ° 
» God with them, to‘come’ into rélation to, and contraét ac- 


quaintance and friendfhip with thofe that live in the fear and 
favour of God: We will go with you, for we have heard that 
God is with you, Zech. viii. 23. (2.) The cognifance he 
took of them, and the invitation he gave them to the general 
affembly, was a great encouragement to them. All’ ftrangers 
are to be helped ; but thofe that caft themfelves upon God’s 
good providence, purely to keep a good con{cience, are worthy 
of double honour. Afa gave orders for the gathering of then 
together, ver. 9.3 yet it is faid, ver. 10. they gathered them- 
Jelves together, made it their own act, fo forward were they to. 
obey the king’s orders. This meeting: was held in the. third 


month; probably at the fealt of Pentecolt, which was in that. 


month. 

3. He and his people offered facrifices to God, as his fhare 
of the {poil they had got, ver. 11. Their offering here was. 
nothing to Solomon’s, chap. vii. 5.; which was owing to the 
diminution either of their zeal, or of their wealth, or of both. 
Thefe facrifices were intended, by way of thankfgiving for the 
favours, they had received, and fupplication for further fae 
vours. Prayers and praifes are now our {piritual facrificés. 
And as he took care that the altar fhould have its gift, fo he 
took care that the temple fhould have its gold: He brought in- 


to the houfe of God all the dedicated things, ver. 18. It is ho- . 


nefty to render to God the things that are his. What has. 
been long defigned for him, and long laid by for him, as it 
fhould feem thefe dedicated things had been, let it at length 


be laid out for him. Will a man rob God, or make flow pay= - 


ment to him, who is always ready to do us good? 

4. They entered into covenant with God, repeating that they 
had violated their engagements to him, and refolving to do bet- 
ter for the future. It is. proper for penitents, for converts, to 
renew their covenants. . It fhould feem, the motion came not 
from Afa, but from the people themfelves. Let every man 
be a volunteer that covenants with God. . Thy people fball be 
willing, Pfal. cx. 3.  Obferve, 

iff, What was the matter of this covenant. Nothing bne 
what they were obliged to: and though no vow or promife of 
theirs could lay any higher obligation upon them, than they were 
already under from the divine precept, yet it would help: 
to increafe their fenfe of the obligation, to arm them againit 
temptations, and would be a teftimony to the equity and good- 
nefs of the precept. Acd by joining all together in this co- 
venant, they ftrengthened the hands one of another. ‘Two 
things they engaged themfelves to. (3.) That they would 
diligently feek God themfelves, feek his precepts, feek his fa- 
vour. What-is religion but feeking God, enquiring after him,, 
applying to him upon all occafions? We hall not enjoy him. 
till ‘we come to heaven, while we are here, we muft cons. 


| tinue feeking. That they would feek him as the God of their 


fathers, in the way that their fathers fought him, and in depen 
dence upon the promife made to their fathers 3 and that they 


would do it with all their heart, and with all their foul 3 for ~ 


thofe only feek God acceptably and faccefsfully, that: are ite 


\| ward with him, intent upon him, and entire for him in their 


feeking of him. We make nothing of it, if we do not make 


heart-work of it. God will haye all the heart, or none. And 
whem 
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when a jewel of fueh ineflimable value as the divine favour is 
co be found, it is worth while to feek it wah all our foul. (2+) 
That they would, to the utmolt. of their power, oblige others 
to feek him, ver. 13. They agreed, that whofocver would 
not [eek ibe Lord God of Jfrael, 2. e. would either worfhip 0- 
ther gods, or refufe to join with them in the worfhiprof the 
tine God, that was either an obftinate idolater, or an atheift, 
he /bould be put to death. ‘This was no new law of their own 
making, but am order to put in execution that law cf God to 
this purpofe, Deut. xvii. 2. €9e3 which, if it had been duly 
executed, there had not been fo many abominable idols found 
in Judah and Benjamin-as were, ver. 8. “Whether men may 
now, under the gofpel, be compelled, by fuch methods ag. thefe 
to feck the Lord, is juftly queflioned 5 for the weapons of our 
‘warfare are not carnal, and yet mighty. 
_ _2dly, In what manner they made this covenant. (1.) With 
great cheerfulnefs, and all poffible expreflions of joy: They 
{ware unto the Lord; not {neakingly, as if they were either a~. 
“hamed of what they did,:or afraid of binding themfelves too 
falt to him ; but with a loud voice, to exprels their own: zeal, 
and to animate one anotlter ; and they all rejoiced at the oath, 
ver. 14, 15,: did not fwear to God with relu€tancy, as’ the © 
poor debtor confeffeth a judgment to his creditor ; but with all . 
the pleafure and fatisfaction imaginable, as the bridegroom | 
plights his truth to the bride in the marriage-covenant..’ Every 
honeft Ifraelite was\pleafed with his own engagements to God, | 
and they were all.pleafed with, one another’s. They rejorcéd © 
in it as a hopeful expedient to prevent their apoftacy from God, © 
and a happy indication of God’s prefence with them. Note, | 
‘Phe times of renewing our covenant with God, fhould be | 
times of rejoicing: And national reformation cannot but give | 
general fatisfaétion to all that are good. It is an honour and | 
happinefs to be in bonds to God.  (2.) They did it with | 
great fincerity, zeal, and refolution $ They fware to God wth . 
all their hearts, and fought him with thew whole defires Tt 
was an extraotdinary good frame that Ifracl was now in: O | 
that there had always been but fuch a heart’ in them ! This 
comes in as the reafon why they rejoiced fo much in ‘what 
they did, it was becaufe they were hearty in it. Note, Thofe 
only experience the pleafure and comfort of religion, that ‘are 
fincere.and upright in it. What ts done in hypoerify;'is a 
mere drudgery. But if God have the heart, we have the’ joy- 
Lafily, Weare told what was the effect of this theitfolema 
covenanting with God. pie 
sft, God did very well for them. He wias found of them, 
and gave them reft round about, ver. 1 3- fo that there was no 
war of a long time after, ver. 19. no open general war, though 
there were conftant bickerings between Judah and Ifael upon — 
- the frontiers, 1’ Kings xv. 16; National piety procures nation- | 
al bleflings. aes mguCg Shen Rae Wate aI aT 
~ 2dlys They did pretty well for him!" They carried ‘on the 
reformation fo far, that Maachah the queen-motlier was depo- 
fed for idolatry, and her idol “deftroyed, ver:'16.° “This was 
bravely done of Afa, that he would not connive at idolatry in | 
thofe-that were neareft to him, like Levi, that /aid to’ bis father | 
and mother, I have not feen him, Deut. xxxifvo. Afa knows | 
he muft honour God more than ‘his’ gtatidmother, “and dates | 
not leaye an idol in an apartment of his palace} ‘white’he'is de- 
“ftroying idols in the cities of his kingdom. ‘We may firppofe 
this Maachah was fo far ‘convinced of her Gn, that Me was ‘wil- 
ling to fubfcribe the affociation, mentioned ver. 12; °13+ bind- 
ing herfelf to feek the Lord, and therefore was not'put to death, 
as thofe were that refufed to fign it 5 ‘great a8 weltvas’ {niall, 
awomen as well as men, (which perhaps they'put in with aiveye 
to het): but beeaufe fhe had. been an idolater, Afa thought! fit 
to diveft her of the dignity and ‘authority the ‘had ‘had 3) and 
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| .it falls to be the, fixteenth, of Afa's reign, But then, chap 


probably 


ken away, though many of them were, chap. XIV. 
in the ‘cities were removed, but not!thofe in the countiy-villa- 
ges; or thofe in the cities of Judah, 
Ifrael, which were reduced to the.houfe of David ¢ or thofe 
that were ufed in the fervice of falfe gods, not thofe that were 


ufed in the fervice of the God of Tlrael: thofe he connived — 


at, and yet his heart was perfect. There may be defects in fome 
particular duties, where yet the heart for the main is upright with 
God. Sincerity is fomething lefs than finlefs perfection: ; 

i ‘CH APY XVI 
This chapter concludes the hiftory of the reign 


- 


of Afas but delle ; 


not reprefent his latter end fo good. as his beginning. 1, Here 


isa foolifh treaty with 
Il. The reproof which God fent 


9. IIL, Afa’s difpleafure againft the prophet for his faith. 


_Sulnefs, ver.10. INV. The fickne/s, death, and burial of Aja, — 


vet. TIT As 


Judah, and built Ramah}. .to the intent that he 
might let none go out or come in to Afa king 


of Judah. 


hadad king of Syria, that’ dwelt at Damatcus, 
faying, 3 There is a league between me and 
father: behold, 1, 
go, break thy league with Baafha king of Lrael, 
that he may depart from me,,..4 And Ben-ha- 


thee, as ¢here was between my father and thy 
have, fent thee filver and gold; | 


2 Then Afa brought out filver and — 
gold out of the treafures of the. houfe of the 
Lorp, and of the king’s houfe, and.fent to Ben- | 


him by a prophet, ver. Jo— 


aii 
- 


‘|Nthe fix and thirtieth, year of the reign of 
, wAfa, Baatha king of Lfrael came up againit: 


at 


Chap. XVh 4) 
he’ had banifhed her the comt, and confined’ her to 
urivacy, left fhe fhould influence and infect others. ‘But the 7 
reformation was not complete, the high places were not allta» © |) 
a, § Thofe 4 


' 


not thofe in the cities of +|| 


Ben-hadad hing of Syria, ver. 1,—6, | 


: 


dad hearkened unto king Afa,and fent the cap-_ 


tains of -his armies, againit 
and they fmote ljon, and Dan, and Abal-maim, 
and all the ftore-cities of Naphtali. 5 And it 
came to,pafs, when Baafha heard 2, that he left 


off building of Ramah, and let his work ceafe. 


6 Then Ala the king took all Judah, and they 
| carried away the flones. of, Ramah, and the tim. 


ber. thereof, wherewith. ae 4 building, 


and he built therewith Geba a 
“How to reconcile the date of this event qwith the hiftory of 


the kings, I am quite at a Jofs.” Baatha died, in.the twenty 

"How then could this be 
de his t when Baafha’ s family was quite 
cut off, and Omri was upon the throne? It is generally faid-to 
‘be meant'of the’ thirty-fixth year of the kingdom of Afa, wise 


fixth year of Afa, 1 Kings xvi. 8. 
doné in his thirty-fixth year, 


that of Judah, beginning from the firft of Rehoboam, and { 


19. mutt be fo underftocd; and how could it be fj sckew Gee ‘ 
a great thing, that'there Was now'no war till the ‘Aieentth eal 
of Afa, When that ‘paflagé) immiediatély before was in his fife 


sth, 


teerith year, ‘cHap. xv. 10.5 Jand after” this mifcarriage of his, 


here, he-had-wars, ver. 9,, Jofephus places it.in his twenty-fistt 4 
ein the tranfcriber 


lyse Aa ks we moult fuppofe 2 miftz xe 
here, and chap. xv. 1 -s which, if we adniit, the computatio 
6 ety. : P : ide. ; & if ‘od af BEI vhf WES oe 
"This paflage we had before, 1 Kings xv. 17, &e 1m 


the cities of Ifrael 5 


] Mizpah, poll | 


e 
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~~ So, nor where it wil! end. 


-_ and betake himfelf to the defence of his own country north- | 
_ wards, which “gave'Afa*an opportunity not-only’ to demolifh | 
_ his fortifications, but ‘to feize the materials, and convert them | 
- foshis own ue. ey het 


AJ — 2, 
4 , 


P.Chap. XVI" af 


‘Make a league with Ben-hadad, +a ‘Heathen king, and to value | 


doing it} and if fo, it certainly was afin in Afa to move him 
_ to it, efpecially to hire him ‘to doit. The public faith of kings 
and kingdoms muft not be ‘made fo:cheap a thing. (4.) To | 
~ take filter-and gold out of the hoafe of the Lord ‘for this pur- 
> pofe, was'a preat appravation of the fin, ver. 2. 
- temple he pluhdered to ferve ‘his’ carnal policies : he bad bet- | 
' ter have brought ‘gifts and offerings, with prayers and fupplica- | 


nS 
i} 


- ficians.:- x39 And ‘Ada flept:with his fathers, | 


‘was feveral ways faulty‘in it. (1.) He did not do well to | 
hinnfelf fo mucheupon it, as he feems to do, ver. 3. Had he | 
Felied ‘more upon his covenant, and his father’s, with God, he | 
wouldnot have! boalted fo mach of his leagee and his-father’s | 
with ‘the royal family of Syria. 
gard to tlie honour‘ of [irae] in-general, he would have found | 
fome other éxpedient to give Biafha'a-diverfion, than by call- 


ing in a foreign force, and inviting into the country a-common- | 


enemy, that in procefs of time might be a plague to Judah too. | 
(3-) It was doubtlefs'a fin in Ben-hadad to: break his league | 
with Baatha, upon no provocation, bur-only to get a bribe for 


tions, -to ‘the houfe-of the Lord, that he might ‘have engaged -| 


‘God on his fide, and made him his friend ; then he had not_ | 
needed to have been at this “expeneé to make Ben-liadadihis | 
friend. °€5.) I with Afa were not to anfwer for all the mif- | 


chief that the army of Benthadad did ‘unjaftly to the ‘cities of 


=< Ufrael, all-the Blood they.thed, and all the {poil they:made, ver. | 
4. Pérhaps Afa intended not they fhould carry the matter fo | 
far. ~But ‘they that draw others to fin, know-not what they | 
‘The beginning of fin is as the et- | 


ting forth of water. 


_a powerful tiverfion, obliged him to leaye.off building Ramah, 


veafe te fought not to the Lorn, but to.the phy- 


‘Si ca 
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(2.) If he had had a-due re+ | 


Mott of the | 


However, the projet “fucceeded.  Ben-hadad gave Baafha 


4@ Amd at that. time Hanani the feer came — 
to Ada ‘king of Judah, and faid:unto*him, Be- | 
_ caufe thou haft:relied-on the king of Syria, and | 
not réelied on the Lorn thy God, therefore is the — 
’ hoftof the King of Syria efcaped-out of thine | 

hand: ‘s Were not'the Ethiopians and:the Lu- | 
_ -bims, a huge thoft, with very many-chariots and | 
- hotfemen? “yet, becaufe thou didfl:rely on:the 
- Born, ‘he delivered them into thineshand. 9 For | 
_ the eyes of the Lorp run to and fro throughout — 
| the whole earth, ito thew himfelf ftrong in the — 
‘behalf of them whofe heart zr perfect towards — 

him. ‘Herein thou haft done’ foolifhly; ‘there-_ 
_ ore from/henceforth thou thalt have wars.. 10 { ;. 
‘Phen Afa was wroth with the feer, and put ‘him | uit 
gna prifon-houfe ; for be wasn arage with | 
a -him becaufe of this things And. Afa-opprefied || Tuns, it's ‘intent, it’ runs to and fro, it’ reacheth ‘far, through 
| -fome of the people the fame time. «11: And | 
- -behold, -the aéts:of Afa, ‘fir and aft, lo, they | 
_-areiwritten in the book:of ithe kings of Judah - 
and ffradl. 12! And: Afa m the thirty and ninth | 
-tyear of shis reign was idifeafed in his feet, until | 
this-difeafe was exceeding great: yet in his dif- 
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and died inthe -one ‘and fortieth -year of his 
reign. 14 And they buried him in his own fe- 
pulchres, which he had made for himfelr in the 
city of David, and laid-him in the bed which 
was filled with fweet- odours, and divers kinds 
of {pices prepared by the apothecaries art: and 
they made a very great burning for him. 


Here is, 1. A plain and faithful reproof given to Afa by a 
prophet of the Lord for making ‘this league with ‘Ben-hadad. 
‘Phe reprover was Hanani the feer, the father of Jehu, another 
prophet, whom weiread of, 1 Kings xvi. a. 2 Chron. xix. 2. 
We obferved feveral things amifs in Afa’s treaty with Ben-ha- 
dad. But that which the prophet here chargeth upon him, as. 
the greateftfault he was guilty ofin this matter, is his -redping 
on the king of Syria, and not onthe Lord bis God, ver. 7. He 
thought thoagh God was on his. fide, that would not ftand him 
in ftead, unlefs he had \Ben-hadad on his fide: that God either 
could-not,/or-would notthelp:him; bat ‘he muft take this in- 
dire&t courfe to help himfelf Note, God is mach difpledfed 
when ‘he is difteufted, and when-an arm-of ‘flefh is relied on 
more'than his power and-goodnefs. By putting our coniidence 
felfiaffronted, ifiwe give that honour to another. He plainly 
tellsithe king, herein he*had done foolishly, ver. 9. It is a 
foolifl, thing to Jean-on a’broken reed, when we-have the rock. 
Of ages to-rely upon. ‘Lo-convince him of his folly, the fhews 
him, F 

iff, That ‘he .a@ted againft ‘his experience, ver. 8. He of 
all men had no-reafon to diftraft God, who had found him fuch 
a prefent powerfulhelper, by whom ‘he‘had ‘been made to.tri- 
umph over a very threatening enemy, as his father before him, 
becaufe he relied upon'the Lord his God, ‘Chap. xiil. 18. -Xiv. 
11. What, faith the prophet, were notithe Ethiopians and the 
Lubims a huge hoft 2-enow to'fwallow up a kingdom ? and-yet 
because thou didft rely on the Lord, he delivered them into thine 
hanil; and was-not he fufficient to help thee again{ft Baafha? 
Note, The many experiences weihave had of the goodnefs of 
God to us, aggravate our-diftraft-of him. Has ‘he not helped 
us in fix troubles ?-and have we-any‘reafon to fufpect him in 
the feventh ? But fee how deceitful. our hearts are? We truf{t 
in ‘God when we have /nothing elfe to truft to; when need 
drives us to him:; but when we’ have other things to ftay -on, . 
we are apt to {tay too much on them, and'to Jean to ourown 
underftanding-as Jong:as that has any'thing;to offer ;"but a be- 
lieving confidence will-be in‘God-enly, when a fmiling world: 
courts it moft. 


providerce, ver..9. Afa‘could notbe‘ignorant thatthe eyes 
of the Lord: runto and fro'through the earth, flrongly to -hold 
vith them’ (fo'it may be'read) whofe’ heart is perfect towards 
That is, (1.). That God governs the world in. infinite 
wifdom, and the creatures and all their actions are continual- 
ly-under’his: eyes” ‘The seye of ‘Providence is quick-fighted; it 


the whole earth, no corner of it is’ from under it, not the mott 
idark or-diftant ; and ‘his eye directs his haad, and the arm of 
his power; for he fhews himfelf {trong. Doth Satan wa/é 
to-and froin the earth ? Providence runs to and fro, is never, 
out’ of the'way ; ‘never to-feck, never sat a lofs. (2-) That 
“God governs the world:for the good of his people ; doth all 
inpnrfuance of the counfels of his love concerning their falve- 
‘tion, allfor Facob-his fervant’s fake, and-I/rael his elec, Ifa. 
uly. 5. Chrift is-head over-all things'tohis church, Eph. i. 22. 
((3.) That: they whofe hearts -are-upright with him, may be 


fure 
: 


in’God, ‘we ‘givehonour to him and therefore “he takes. him- ~ 


- adly, That she aéted-againtt-his knowledge of God and hig — 


: 
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fure of his proteétion, and have all the reafon in the world to 
depend upon it. He is able to proteét them in the way of 
their duty ; for wifdom and might are his, and he actually in- 
tends their protection: and a pratical difbelief of this, is 
at the bottom of all our departures from God, and double- 
dealing with him. Afa could not truft’ God, and therefore 
made court to Ben-hadad. 


3dly, That he aéted againft his intereft. (1.) He had loft 


an opportunity of checking the growing greatnefs of the king - 


of Syria, ver. 7. His hoff is efcaped out of thy hand, which 
otherwife would have joined with Baafha’s, and fallen with it. 
(2.) He had incurred God’s difpleafure, and from henceforth 
mu(ft expect no peace, but the conftant alarms of war, ver. 9. 
They that cannot find in their hearts to tru{t God, forfeit his 
protection and throw themfelves out of it. 

2: Afa’s difpleafure at this reproof. Though it came from 
God by one that was known to be his meffenger ; though the 
reproof was juft, and thé reafoning fair, and all intended for 
his good ; yet he was wroth with the feer, for telling him of 
his folly ; nay, be was in a rage with him, ver. 10. Is this 
Afa? Is this he whofe heart was perfec with the Lord his 
‘God all his days ? Well, Let him that thinketh he flands, take 
heed left he fall. A wife man! and yetin arage! An Ifrael- 

ite! and yet in a rage with a prophet! A good man ! -and yet 


impatient of reproof, and that cannot bear to be told of his faults fs 


Lord, what is man, when God leaves him to himfelf?. ‘They 
‘that idolize their own condué, cannot bear contradiction; and 
they, that indulge a peevifh paflionate temper, may be tranfport- 
ed by it into impieties, as well as into indecencies, and will 
fome time or other fly in the face of God himfelf. See what 
gall and wormwood this root of bittermefs bore. (1.) In his 
rage he committed the prophet to jail: Put him in a prifon- 
houfe, as a malefactor.; in the ftocks, fo fome read it, or into 
little eafe. God’s prophets meet with many that cannot bear 
reproof, but take it heinovfly ; yet they mult do their duty. 
(2.) When his hand was in, he oppreffed fome of the people ; 
probably fuch as owned the prophet in his fufferings, or were. 
‘known to be his particular friends. He that abufed his power 
for the perfecuting of God’s prophet, was left to himfelf further 
‘to abufe it forthe crufhing of his own fubjects, whereby he 
weakened himfelf, and loft his intereft. Moft perfecutors have 
been tyrants. , 
3. His ficknefs. ‘Two years before he died, he was difeafed 
in bis feet, ver. 12. afflicted with the gout in a high degree. 
He put the prophet in the ftocks, and now God put him in 
the f{tocks ; fo his punifhment anfwered his fin. His difeafe was 
exceeding 3 it came to the height; fo fome. It flew up to his 
head\; fo others. And then it was mortal. This was his 
afflition ; but his fin was, that, inftead of feeking to the Lord 
for relief, he fought. to the phyficians. 
- -ficians was his duty.; but truf{ting to them, and expecting that 
from them which was to be had from God only, was his fin 
and{folly. The help of creatures muft always be ufed with an 
seye to the Creator, and in dependence upon him, who makes 
-every creature that to us which it is, and without whom the 
moft fixilful and faithful, are phyficians of no value. Some think 
thefe phyficians were ftrangers to the commonwealth of Ifrael, 
‘and were a fort of conjurers, to: whom he applied, himfelf, as 
, if there were not a God in Ifrael. ee 
» 4. His death and burial. His funeral had fomething of ex- 
traordinaty folemnity in it, ver- 14. they made a magnificent 
burying for him. 1am loth to think, (fo fome do,) that he 
himfelf ordered this fanéral pomp ; and that it was an inftance 


‘>of his vanity, that he would be buried like the Gentiles, and - 


= 


pot after the wayof the Jews. It is faid indeed, he digged the . 
vjfepulchre for himfelfy. as one mindful of his.gvaye ; but I am | 
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And his heart was lift up in the ways of the 
His making ufe of phy- — ae 


Chap. XVIf. 


willing to believe, it was rather an expreffion of the preat re= 
{pee his people retained for him, notwithftanding the failings 
and infirmities of his latter days. It was agreed to do him | 
honour at his death, Note, ‘The eminent piety and ufefulnefs j 
of good men ought to be remembered to their praife, though | 
they have had their blemithes. Let their faults be buried in~ 
their graves, while their fervices are remembered over their — 
graves. He that faid, There is not a juf man that doeth good | 
and fins not, yet {aid alfo, The memory of the guf is bleffed 5 -) 
and let it be fo. ‘ eee || 
. : Pee: || 
CH BoP. 2XVib eal 
Here’ begins the life and reign of Jebofbaphat, who was | 
one of the firft three among the royal worthies, one of the 
beft that ever fwayed the fceptre of Judah fince David's ~ 
bead was laid. He was the good fon of a good father 5 
Jo that at this time grace ran in the blood, even in the blood- 
royal. Happy the fon that bad fuch a father, to lay a good © 
foundation in him and for him. Happy the father that 
hath fuch a fon, to build fo well upon the foundation be had 
laid. And happy the kingdom that was blefed with twe | 
Juch kings, two fuch reigns together. In this chapter we | 
~ have, 1. His acceffion to, and eftablifoment in the throne, | 
ver. 1, 2,5. Il. His perfonal piety, ver. 3, 4,6. All. — 
The course he took to promote religion in bis kingdom, vers | 
—1y—g. IV. The mighty fway ‘i bore among the neigh- 
hours, ver. 10, 11. V. The great firength of his kingdom, — 
both in garrifons and flanding firces, ver. 12,—19. Thus — 
was his profperity the reward of bis piety, and bis piety — 
really the brightef grace and ornament of bis profperity. 
ND Jehofhaphat his fon reigned in his 
“\ ftead, and ftrengthened himfelf againft 
Ifrael. 2 And he placed forces in all the fen- | 
ced cities of Judah, and fet garrifons in the land — 
of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim, which 
Afa his father. had taken. 3 And the Lorp was. 
with Jehofhaphat, becaufe he walked in the firft -| 
ways of his father David, and fought not unto | 
Baalim; 4 But fought to the LORD God of his 
father, and walked in his commandments, and 
not after the doings of Ifrael: 5 Therefore the 
Lorp ftablifhed the kingdom in his hand, and — 
all Judah brought to Jehofhaphat prefents, and 


7 


he had riches and honour in abundance. 6 


Lorp : moreover, he took away the high place 
and groves out of Judah. 7 Alfo im the thir 
year of his reign, he fent to his princes, even to 
Ben-hail, and to Obadiah, and to Zechariah, and 
to Nethaneel, and to Michaiah, to teach in the 
cities of Judah. 8 And with-them be /ent Le- 
vites, even Shemaiah, and Nethaniah, and Ze- 
badiah, and Afahel, and Shemiramoth, and Je-— 
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honathan, and Adonijah, and Tobijah, an Tol 


adonijah, Levites; and with them Elifhama, 

and Jehoram, priefts. g And they taught in— 

Judah, and bad the book of the law of the Lor 

with them, and went about throughout all th 

cities of Judah, and taught the people. 
| * Aer 
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4. That his heart was lift up in the ways of the Lord, ver. 
6. or he lift up his heart.  f1¢,broughthis heart to his work, 
and lift up his heart init; i,¢.:he had a fincere regard to God 
in it. Unto thee, O Land, do I lift up my foul "His heart 
was enlarged in that whichis good, Pfal. cxix. 32. He ne- 
ver thought he could do enough for God. He was lively and 
affectionate in his religion, fervent in Jpirit, /erving the Lord ; 
chearful and pleafant in it, and went on in his work with ala- 
crity ; as Jacob, who, after his vifion of God at Bethel, lift up 
his feet, Gen. xxix. a. marg. He was bold and refolute in 
the ways of God, and went on with courage ; his heart was 
lifted up above in the confideration of the difficulties that were 
in the way of his duty ; he eafily got over them all, and was 
not frightened with winds and clouds, from /owing and reaping, 
Eccl. ix. 4. Let us walk in the fame {pirit. 

» 3, What a ufeful man he was; not only a good man, but a 
good king. —He not only was good himfelf, but. did good in 
his generation, did a.great deal of good. 

iff, He took away..the teachers of lies; fo images are cal 

; led} Hab. it,.18.. the igh places and the groves, ver.6. It is 
might. expect the. blefling of God,..and, in which he,trufted j,.meant of thofe.in which idols were worfhipped ; far thofe that 

*-G, 33 4 1 | were dedicated\to:the true God only, were not taken away, 
chaps. XX. 33+ 0 Idolatry he: wholly abolifhed. Nothing de- 
{bauched, the ‘nationmore than thofe idolatrous groves, orimages, 
eswhichihe took:away-.ac onus b roy Tess) 

a P2dlyy Hei fent:forth teachers of truth. is When che inquired 


|. Here we-find conceriting Jehofhaphat, 4 

eT What a wife man he was. As foon as he came to the 
crown, he firengthened bimfelf againft [frael, ver,.1. Ahab 
“had now been three years upon the throne of Ifrael, an active 
"warlike prince. The vigour of his beginning falling in with the 
decay of Afa’s conclution, it is probable the kingdom of Ifrael 
had of late-got ground of the kingdom of Judah, and began to 
_— grow formidable to it; fo that the firft thing Jehofhaphat had 
to do, was to make his part good on that fide, and.to check 
the growing greatnefs of the king of Ifrael; which,he did fo 
"  effeétually, and without bloodfhed, that Ahab foon courted his 
alliance; fo far was :he; from giving him any difturbance, and 
__,,Proved more, dang erous as_a friend, than be.could have been as 
an enemy, a Scnoiha hat ftrengthened himfelf, not to act offen- 
" fively againft Lfrael,. or invad them, but only to maintain his 
4. own, which he did ‘by fortifying the: cities that were.on his 
frontiers, aod. putting gartifons, {tronger than had been, in the 
_. fities-of Ephraim, which he was matter of, ver. 2. ..He did ~ 


_ not ftrengthen, himfelf as his father did, by a league. with the 


King of Syria, but. by, fair and.regular methods,,.on avhich he. 
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2+ What a,good man.he.was.. Lt is,an excellent character 
ae that is here, given oF at eT Ratt eS ek 19¥ 
(= Mey Lhat be, walled in the.ruays of his faiber. David. I 
= the charaéters,of.the Kings, David's, ways arejoften.made th 
-_ <ftandard,.as, 1 Kings xv,-3, fe 2/Kings xiv. 3.) Xviecde Xvil. 
. 3. But never with, fuch. a.diftingtion as here-between, his firkt 
~ Mays and his Jalt ways, fos. the lalt were not fo, good.as th 
© firlt, «9 His ways, befaresbe fell fo foullyinithesmatten of, Uria 
(which is mentioned long after as the bar in_ his efcutcheo 
m Kingsraviagjiwere lgoad| ways 5. and) though hé happily r 
+ soxered froshythat falls cyst! penhaps jhe!ynever, while 
BD ae rieyed the {pin BRD ot ,comfort he folt-by i 
_ Jehofhaphat followed Davad ;as _ ar_ ashe ollowed, God, a 

‘no farther! “St. Paul himfelf ths fimlts' ur imitation 
Cor. UA Pollotp meas Ffolloas'Chrip, and not, other, 
wifes. eee chaves hads theio cfirttl mat 
ops ot 


rgenerallyivery: ignorant, they Anew not that they did evil; even 
{ian ithe lat good reign there had been littlecare taken to inftruct 


thofe ini the countiy’ heyext to teachin thescities| of fudab,sver. 
14v \FLecordéred them, inithe adminittrationzof juftice, not only 


;atheigt fin love, whichawas their froage 
we. propole..towrite as, we mu 
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s Khotetaddboof Godt! andsthely dueyn\ Phefe itinerant” judges, 
and itinerant preachers together, were iAttremental' to diffu ea 
plefedilighucl Redghoosithe: Idities of Judah. = But “it 1 faid 
. othey dead sbelbook wpthe larw of the Lord with them, [1.4 For 

ditheit owsbcomdie) )thatftom thence they might fech all the 


pani Sanaa ee the! pent andi not to léaah for’ doc- 
Michewiof inen. 


“no i i pripebabe chitin fia.) For the ‘convidiott of 
eg £ igi sae ee it \the:pbople, that theysinfight fee thht they hed a'divihe warrant 
De rule, esq S83 sagrint hos’ Edu) .0 e209 + shsfok what they faids aif delivered'to theni that only. whieh they 
en, Vor it : . 5B receive 


ie 
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received from the Lord. Note, Minifters, when they go to 
teach the people, fhould have their Bibles with them. 

4. How happy he was in the favour cf his Ged, who fig- 
nally owned and blefled him. The Lord was with him, ver. 
3. The word of the Lord was ts helper, fo the Chaldee pa- 
raphrafe. The Lord cftablifhed the kiigdom in bis hard, ver. 
5. ‘Lhofe f{tand firm that have the prefence of God with 
them.. If the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us, that will 


cftablifo the work of our hands, and eltablifh us in our inte- | 


grity. 

‘ How happy he was in the affections of his people, ver. 5. 
All Fudah brought him prefents, in acknowledgment of his 
kindnelfs in fending preachers among them. ‘The more there 
is of true religion among a people, the more there will be of 
confcientious loyalty, A governor that anfwers the end of 
government, will be fixpported. The effect of the favour both 
of God and his kingdom, was, that he had riches and honour 
in abundance. It is undoubtedly true, though few will believe 
. it, that religion and piety are the beft friends to outward prof- 
perity. And obferve, it follows immediately. brs heart was 
hft up in the ways of the Lord. 
dance, proves to mafy a clog, and an hinderance in the ways 
of the Lord, an occafion of pride, fecurity, and fenfuality : 
but. it had a quite contrary effe@ upon Jehofhaphat; his a- 
bundance was oil to the wheels of his obedience; and the 
more he had of the wealth of this world, the more was his 
heart ified up in the ways of the Lord. 

10 § And the fear of the Lorn fell upon all 
the kingdoms of the lands that were round a- 
bout Judah, fo that they made no war againit 
Jebofhaphat. x1 Alfo /ome of the Philiftines 


brought Jehofhaphat prefents, and tribute-fil-. 


ver; and the Arabians brought him flocks, fe- 
ven thoufand and {even hundred rams, and fe- 
ven thoufand and feven hundred he-goats. 12 
q And Jehofhaphat waxed great exceedingly ; 
and he built in Judah, caftles and cities of ftore. 
13 And he had much bufinefs in the cities of 
Judah: and the men of war, mighty men of 
valour, were in-Jerufalem. 14 And thefe are 
‘the numbers of them according to the houfe of 
their fathers : Of fudah, ‘the captains of thou- 
fands ; Adnah the’ chief, and with him mighty 
men of valour, three hundred thoufand. rs 
And next to him was Jehohanan the captain, 
and with him two hundred and fourfcore thou- 
fand. 16 And‘next him was Amafiah the fon 
of Zichri, who willingly offered himfelf unto the 
Lorp 3 and with him two hundred thoufand 
mighty men of valour. 17 And of Benjamin ; 
Eliada a mighty man of valour, and with him 
armed with bow and fhield, two hundred thou- 
fand. 18 Apd next him was Jehozabad, and 
with him an hundred and fourfcore thoufand, 
ready prepared for the war. 19 Thefe waited 
on the king, befides thc/e whom the king put 
in the fenced cities, throughout all Judah. 
We have here a further account of Jehothaphat’s ateat prof- 
perity, and the flowrithing flate-of his kingdom, = 
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Riches and honour in abun-- 


that he willingly offered himfelf: unto the Lordy vets. 16.5 not 


this good man offered himfelf firlt to the Lord, and then his 


‘ 
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Chap. XVI 


, 
1. He had a very good intereft in the neighbouring princes * 
and nations. Though he was not perhaps fo great a foldier — 
as David, which might make him their terror 5 nor fo great a | 
{cholar as Solomon, which might make himtheir oracle: yet | 
the fear of the Lord fell fo upan them, i, e. God fo influenced 4 
and governed their {pirits, that they had all a reverence for be | 
him, ver. 10. And, (1.) None of them made war againfl 
him. God’s good providence fo ordered it, that while. the |. 
princes and priefts were in{tructing and reforming the country, | 
none of |,is neighbours gave him any moleftation to take him —— 
oft from that good work. Thus, when Jacob and his fons | 
were going to worfhip at Beth-el, the terror of God was upon. | || 
the neighbouring cities, that they did not purfue after them,Gen. 
xxxv. 5. and fee Exod. xxxiv. 24. (2.) Many of them 
brought prefents to him, (ver. 11.) to fecure his friendfhip. ~ ||| 
Perhaps it was.a tribute impofed, upon them by Afa,who made ~~ 
himfelf mafter of the cities of the Philiftines, and-the tents of 
the Arabians, chap. xiv. 14, 15. It is probable, with the fe- 
ven thoufand and feven hundred rams, and the fame number ~ 
of he-goats, which the Arabians brought, there was a propor- 
tionable number of ewes and lambs, fhe-goats and kids, =. > 
- 2. He had very confiderable {tores laid up in the cities of 
Judah ; pulled:down his barns and built bigger, ver. 22. Cajlles | 
and cities of ftore, for arms and victuals. He was a man of » | 
bufinefs, and aimed at the public goed in all his undertakings, 
either-to preferve' the peace, or prepare for-war, 
3. He had the militia in a very good pofture ; it. was never 
in a better fince David, modelled it. Five lord-lieutenants Gf 
I may fo call them) are here named, with the numbers.of thofe 
under their command, the ferviceable men, that were fit for war, 
in their refpective diftri@s; three in Judab, and two in Benja- 
min. ' It is-faidof one of thefe great commanders, Amafiah, 
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only to the king, to ferve him in this. poft, but to the Lord, >:} 
to glorify him in it. He was the moft eminent. among them 
for religion ; accepted the: place, not for the honour, or power, — » 
or profit of it, but for confcience fake towards God, that he 
might ferve his‘country.. It was ufual for great generals then 
to offer of -their fpoils to the Lord, 4 Chron. xxvi. 26.; but 
dedicated things. » ee gee Shy 
- Thenumber of the foldiers under thefe five generals, amounts. _ 
to eleven ‘hundred. and fixty thoufand men. A vaft number — 
for fo fmall a compafs of ground.as Judah’s and Benjamin’s lot. 
was to furnifh out and maintain. Abijah could bring into the 
field but four hundred thowfand men, chap. xiii. 3.; Afanot 
fix hundred thoufand, chap. xiy. 8.; yet Jehofhaphat has at 
command: almoft twelve hundred thoufand. But it muft.be 
confidered, (r.) That God had promifed to make the feed of 
Abraham like the fand of the fea for number., (2.) There 
had now been a long peace. (3.) The city of Jerufalem, we 
may {uppofe, very much enlarged. (4.) Many were come a 
ver to them from the kingdom of Ifrael, chap. xv... which 
would increafe the numbers of the people. (5.) Jehofhaphat . ~ 
was under a fpecial blefling of God, which made his affairs to 
profper greatly. The armies, we may fuppofe, were difperfed. 
all the country over, and each man refided, for the moft part, © 
on his own eftate;. only appeared oft to be mutitered and trains _ 
ed, and were ready at call whenever there was occafion ; but». 
the commanders waited on the king, ver. 19. as officers of hig 
court, privy-counfellors, and tminifters of flat Tek 
But (Jaftly) obferve, It was not this formidable. army that 
{truck a terror upon the neighbour-nations, that reftrained then: 
from attempting any thing againft:Mrael, or obliged them to. / 
pay tribute; but thesfear of God, which fell upon them when 
Jehothaphat reformed his country, and fet up a preaching mi- 4 
- : PO ORS ni eae 


Chap. XVII. 


__niftry in it, ver, 10. The ordinances-of God are more the 
_. ftrength and fafety of a kingdom, than its military force ; its 
men of God, more than its men of war. 
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The flory of this chapter we had juft as it ws here, related in - 


| the fory of the reign of Abab king of Ifrael, 1 Kings xxi. 
There it looks one of the greateft beauties of the reign of 
_.. Abab, that he was in league with fo good a man as Feboe 
¥ 5 fh iphat. Here it looks one of the greateft blemilbes of the 
reign of Jehofhaphat, that he joined in affinity wih fo ill 
aman as Abab. Here is, 1. The alliance he contraded 
with Abab, ver.1. U1. His confent to join with him in 
bis expedition for the recovery of Ramoth-gilead out of the 
~ hands of the Syrian, ver. 2,3. WI. Their confulung 
with the prophets, falfe and true, before they went, ver. 4, 
27. IV. The fuccefs of their expedition.  Febofhaphat 
_ hardly efeaped, ver. 28,—32. and Abab received his death's 
wound, ver. 33, 34- 
TOW Jehofhaphat had riches and honour 
in abundance, ard joined affinity with 
Ahab. 2 And after certain years, he went 
~. down to Ahab to Samaria: and Ahab killed 
- fheep and oxen for him in abundance, and for 
the people that be sad with him,and perfuaded 
him to go up with him to Ramoth-gilead. 3 And 


ns 


of Judah, Wilt thou go with me to Ramoth-gi- 
lead? And he anfwered him, I am as thou art, 
_ and my people as thy people, and we will be 
with thee in the war. ‘ 

+ — © Here is, 1. Jehothaphat’s growing greatnefs. Tt was faid be- 
fore, chap. xvii. 5. he had riches and honour in abundance « and 
here it is faid again, his wealth and honour increafed upon him 
by piety and good management. \ 

i But, 2. Not growing wifer, elfe he would not have joined 
~~ with Ahab, the degenerate Ifraelite, who had fold himfelf to 
1 work. wickednefs. What good could he get by a man that 
~~ was fo ill? an idolater, a perfecutor? with him he joined in 
8 affinity, z. e. married his fon Jehoram to Ahab’s daughter A - 
___ thaliah, the worft. match. that ever was made by any of the 
: houfe of David ; I wonder what Jehofhaphat could promife 
~~ himfelf by it: (1.) Perhaps pride made the match, as it doth 
/ many a one which fpeeds accordingly. His religion forbade 


to thy fon, and having riches and honour in abundance, he 

thought it a difparagement to marry him to a fabject ; a king’s 

daughter it mutt be, and therefore Ahab’s, little confidering 

that. Jezebel was her mother. (2.) Some think he did if in 

m policy, hoping, by ‘this expedient, to unite the kingdoms in his 

-. fon, Ahab perhaps ‘flattering him with hopes, that he would 
make him his heir, when he intended no fuch thing. 

3 "This match drew Jehofhaphat, (1.) Into an intimate fami- 

_. larity with Ahab. He made him a vifit at Samaria; and A- 

hab, proud of the honour which Jehothaphat did him, gave 


of thofe times, he filled /beep and oxen for him, plain meat, in 
abundance, ver. 2. In this Jehofhaphat did not walk fo clofely 
as he fhould have done in the ways of his father David ; for 
“he hated the congregation of evil doers, and would not fit with 
the wicked, Pal. xxvi. 5. nor defired to cat of their duinties, 


. 


I, CHRONICLES. way 


_ Abab king of Ifrael faid unto Jehofhaphat king | 


him to marry his fon to a daughter of any of the-heathen prin-. 
‘ces that were about him, Thou halt not take their daughters 


him a very fplendid entertainment, according to, the fplendor © 


Pfal.cxli. 4. (2.) Into-a league with Ahab againtt the Syrians. 
Ahab perfuaded him to join forces with him man expedition, 
for the recovery of Ramoth-gilead, a city in the tribe of Gad, on 
the other fide Jordan. Did not Ahab know that that, and all 
the other cities of Hrael, did of right belong to Jehofhaphat, 
as heir of the houfe of David ? With what face then could he 


“afk Jehofhaplrat to aft him in recovering it for himfelf, whof® 


title to the crown was no lefs than precarious? Yet Jehotha- 
phat, an eafy man, yields to go with him, J am as thou art, 
ver. 3. Some mens kindneffes are dangerous, as well as their 
fociety infetions. The feaft Ahab made for Jehofhaphat, was 
defigned only to wheedle hinyinto this expedition. “The kiffes 
of an enemy are deceitful. 


4@ And Jehothaphat faid unto the king of - 


Ifrael, Inquire, | pray thee, at the word.of the 
Lorp to-day. 5 Therefore the king of Ifrael 
gathered together of prophets four hundred 
men, and faid unto them, Shall we go to Ra- 
moth-gilead to-battle, or fhall I forbear? And 
they faid, Go up; for God will deliver it inte 
the king’s hand. 6 But Jehofhaphat faid, Zs 
there not here a prophet of the Lorn befides, 


that we might inquire of him? 7 And the king 


of Ifrael faid unto him, 7bere is yet one man, 


by whom we may inquire of the Lorp: but 1 


hate him, for he never prophefieth good unto 
me, but always evil: the fame is Micaiah the 
fon of Imla. And Jehofhaphat faid, Let.not the 
king fay fo. 
for one of bis officers, and faid, Fetch quickly 
Micaiah the fon of Imla. g And the king of 
Ifrael, and Jehofhaphat king of Judah, fat ei- 
ther of them on his throne, clothed in their 
robes, and they fat in a void place at the enter- 
ing in of the gate of Samaria, and all the pro- 
phets prophefied before them.. 10 And Zede- 


of iron, and faid, Thus faith the Lorp, With 
thefe thou fhalt puth Syria, until they be con- 
fumed. 11 And all the prophets prophefied fo, 


for the Lorp fhall deliver it into the hand of 
the king. . 12 And the meflenger that, went to 
call Micaiah, fpake to him, faying, Behold, the 
words of the prophets declare good to the king 
with one affent : let thy word therefore, L.pray 


13 And Micaiah faid, 4s the Lorp liveth, even 


“what my God faith, that will I fpeak. 14And_ 


when he was come to the king, the king faid 
unto him, Micaiah, fhall we go to Ramoth-gi- 
lead to battle, or fhall. I forbear? And,he faid, 


vered into your hand. 15 And the king faid 


to him, How many times shall Ladjure thee, 


that thou fay nothing but the.truth tome, 
5’B'2 - the 


8 And the king of Ifrael called’ 


kiah the fon of Chenaanah, had made him horns | 


faying, Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and profper + 


thee} be like one of theirs,and fpeak thou good. — 


Go ye up, and profper, and,they fhall be deli- | 


es 
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the name of the Lorn? 16 Then he faid, L.did 
fee all Ifrael fcattered upon the mountains, as 
fheep that-have no fhepherd: and, the Lorp 
faid, Thefe have no mafter; Jet them return 
ther “efore every man to his houfe in peace. . 17 
(And the king of Lfrael {aid to Jehofhaphat, Did 
1 not tell thee tbat he would not’prophefy good 
unto me, but evil?) 18 Again he faid, There- 
fore hear the word of the Lorn, Ifaw the Lorp 
fitting upon his throne, and all the hoft of hea- 
ven ftanding on his right- hand, ‘and on his left. 
19 And’ the Lorn faid; Who fhall entice Ahab 
king of Sfrael, that he may go up and_ fall at 
Ramoth-gilead ? And one fpake, faying after 


this manner, and another faying after that man- 


ner. 20 Then there came out a fpirit, and ftood 
‘before the Lor vb, and faid, I will entice him. 


And the Lorn faid,unto him, Wherewith? 21. 
And he faid, 1 will go out, and be a lying f{pit.. 


in the mouth of allhis prophets. And the LORD 


faid, Thou fhalt entice bim, and thou fhalt alfo 
prevail: go out, and do even fo. 22 Now there- 


' fore behold, the Lorn hath put a lying fpirit in 
the mouth of thefe thy prophets, and the Lor 
hath fpoken evil againft thee. 


fpeakiainto thee? 24 And Micaiah faid, Behold, 


thou fhalt fee‘on that day, when thou fhalt go— 


into an inmer chamber to hide thyfelf.. 25 Then 


the king of Irael. faid, ‘Take. ye Micaiah, and, 


carry” him back to. Amgn the governor of the 
city; and to: ‘Joath the king’s fon’: | 
Thus. faith the king, Put’this fellow i in the pri- 


fon, and feed him with bread of. affliction, and _ 


with water:of.afflidion, until I return. in peace. 
27 And Micaiah faid, If thou:certainly return in’ 


peace; then hath not the‘Lorp fpoken by me." 


And he faid, Hearken, all ye-people..” v4 


This is alii word for word t the fame with what we’ had,” 
We will not répeat what was there faid, nor 


a Kings xxii. 
have we thich'té‘add;, but may take occafion to'think, 

1, OF the’ great ity of acknowledging God in all our ways, 
and enquiring at his word, ‘whatever We undertake. ~Jebofha- 
- phat was not willing to, proceed till i had done ‘this, ver.’ 4. 


By particular believing g prayers by an ‘unbiaffed confulting of the 
nfciences, and by an obfervant regard” 
to the hints of providence, we may’ take: fach’ adi and 


fcripture, and our own 


very much to our fatisfaction. 


2. Of the great danger of bad company even to good! men; ‘s 


thofe that. have moft wifdom, grace, and refolution, cannot be 
fare that theycan cénverfe'familiarly with wicked people, and 


get no hurt by them. “Jehofhaphat here, in complaifance to | 


Ahab, ‘fit? in his robes patiently "hearing the falfe’ prophets 
vee lies in the Aas ‘of the Lord, ver. Q: can {cares find 


‘IL’ © HER: OFNAI Oe Sie 


. children of difobedience. 


deftroys men by deceiving them. > a ee | 


. fions to believe a lie, who will not receive ‘the love of the truthy 
_ but rébel againft it, ver. 21, 
» tice thofe to their ruin, that will. not be oe to He ray 


23 Then Zede- }* often been: to be hated, and perfecuted, and ill treated, for be- 


_ kiah the fon of Chenaanah ‘came near, dnd 
fmote Micaiah upon the cheek, and faid, Which, , 


way. went the {pirit of the. ros from me, to/]. But he could with afnpance appeal to the iffue,” as all thofe. 


} may do who-are run down for their faithfulnefs, Wer.i 25: The 
. day will declare who is in the right, and who in the wrong,, > 
"when Chrift will appear to the’ unfpeakable confolation of his: 
perfected ‘people, and’ the everlafting confufion of their perfe- 
cutors; who’ will be made ‘to /ee i in that ‘lags Bee oe — ey 
ey will not now oe one Dig as he tcd 


(26 And fay, | 


of Ifrael difguifed himfelf, and’ they 
“the battle. 
commanded the captains. of the chariots tha 
-.avere with him, faying, Fight ye not with fmall. 
| or great, fave” ‘only with the king of Ifrael. ¥ 


“the chariots “faw. Jehofhaphat, that’ 


out, and the Lorp helped. him, and God mo 
ved them to depart from him. 32 Fc : 
* to pafs, that'when the captains. 1 ariots. 
| perceived that it was not the king of Ifrael, hi é 


; Chap. XVI ¢ 


in his heat to give him a too mild and gentle reproof | for hats a4 4 
ing a prophet of the Lord, ver. 4. and dares not rebuke tha 
falfe prophet who bafely abufed that faithful feer, nor oppofe- | 
-Ahab-who committed him to prifon. “hey who venture. ae | 7 
mong the feats of the {cornful, cannot come.off without a great ~ Ll 
deal of the guilt, at leaft. of the omiffion of their duty, uns | 
lefs they fave fuch meafures of wifdom and courage as few By 
can pretend to. \ 
3. Of the unhappinefs of thofé’ who: are farrounded with’ a 
flatteries, efpecially flattering prophets, who cry peace to them, 
and prophefy nothing but “fmooth things. ‘Thus was Ahab. 
cheated into his ruin, and jultly; for he hearkened to fuch, 
and preferred them that humoured him, before a good prophet 
that gave him fair warning of his danger. Thofe do beft for ~~ 
themfelves that give their friends leave, and particularly their « a 
minifters, to deal plainly and faithfully with them, and. take it. 
not only patiently but kindly. ‘That counfel is hot gate § belt 
for us,, that is molt pleafing to us.- Pe i 
4, Of the power of Satan, by the-divine eremead ‘in he 
One lying fpirit can make four hun- > 
dred lying prophets, and make ufe of them to deceive Ahab, 
ver. 21, - The devil becomes a. murderer By bene a Hary and 


25 ne tas 


5. OF the juftice of God. in giving thofe | up to- trong dads Fal 
Let the dying fpirit prevail to en- | 


and happinefs. vee 
5.-Of the hard cafe of faithful- Sith any whole ‘lov! it: hath. oe 


ing true to their God, and juft and kidd to the fouls of. men. ag 
Micaiah, for difcharging a good confcience, was buffeted, im-. 
prifoned, and condemned, to the bread and water of aMiGion. 


28. So he ‘king ‘of ified,” and! eee a | 
the king of Judah went up to Ramoth-gilead, 


29 And the king of Ifrael faid unto Jehofha. 
_ phat, I will difguife myfelf, and will go to: the. ~ 


battle, but put thou on thy robes. So the king. 
went tO. 


30 Now the king of Syria had 


31 And it came to pafs when the captains of 

they. faid 
It\is the “King” of Ifrael: therefore they « On 
fed about him, to fight: but Jehofhaphat cried 


turned back ; again from purfu ing him. 3: 
a certain t man drew at bow at a venture, a a: 


pehap. XIX. II. 


* 


fmote the king of Ifrael between the joints of 
Pthe harne{s: therefore he faid to his chariot- 
“man, Turn thine hand, that thou-mayeft car- 
“ry me out of the hoft, for [am wounded. 34 
And the battle increafed that day: howbeit, 
“the king of Ifrael flayed dim/fe/fup tn fs cha- 
“riot againft the Syrians, until the even: and 
“about the time of the. fun gomg down, he 


died. 


“his robes, therein. endangered and yet delivered. We have 
~ reafon to think that Ahab, while he pretended friendthip, real- 
~ ly aimed-at Jehothaphat’s life, to take him off, that he night 
- have the managément of his fucceflor, who. was his fon-inlaw, 
_-elfe he would never haye advifed him to enter into the battle 
“with his robes on, which “was-but to make. himfeif an eafy 

mark to the enemy > and if really he intended that, it was. as 
~ villainous-a piece of treachery as ever man wa’ guilty of, and 
_ joftly was he himfelf taken-in the pit he digged for his, friend. 


~The enemy had foon an eye upon the robes, and vigoroufly | 


- ‘attacked the unwary prince, who now, when it was too late, 
_ wifhed himfelf in the habit of the pooreft foldier, rather than 
in his princely raiment. He cried out, either to his friends 
to relieve him, but Ahab took no care of-that; or, to his e- 


to whom elfe fhould he cry? And he found it was not in vains 
the Lord helped him out of bis diltrefs, by moving the captains 


hand, and turns them as he pleafeth, contrary to their own firft 
Gntentions, to ferve his purpofes. Many are moved unaccount- 
‘ably both to themfelves and others, but an invifible, power 
moves them. oy ‘ : . 3 
2. Wicked, Ahab, difguifing, himfelf, arming himfelf, there- 
“by he thought fecuring himfelf, and yet flain, ver. 33-.No art, 
no arms, can 7 
“What can hurt thofe whom God will prote&?, And what can 
fhelter thofe whom God will deftroy? Jehofhaphat is fafe in 
~ his robes, ‘Ahab killed in.his armour 5. for the race is not to the 
. fwft, nor the batile to the flrong. aa 
ee re HA P XTXS 
We have here a further account of the good’ reign 
 fhaphat.... 1. His return in peace to ferufalem, ver». II. 
- "The. reproof given him for bis / 
—— aéling in conjunéinn with him, ver. 2, 3 ILI. ‘The great 
care he took thereupon to reform his hingdom, vet. 4. IV. 
‘The inftrudtions he gave to the judges, both thofe in the 
country-towns that kept the inferior courts, ver. 51—7- And 
_ thofe in Ferufalem that fat in the fupreme judicature of the 
_ Ringdom, ver, 8.11... : a 
‘”® ND Jehofhaphat the king of Judah return- 
ed to his houfe in peace to J erufalem. 2 
“And Jehu the fon of Hanani the feer, went out 
; J 4 Sa Sc Sgr are. P 4%: 
to met him, and faid to king Jeho! haphat, 
~ Shouldft thou help the ungodly, and love them 
that hate the Lorp 2? therefore zs. wrath. upon 
thee from before the Lorn. 
" there are good things found in thee, in that thou 
shaft taken away the groves out of the land, and 
haft prepared thine heart to feck God. 4,.And 
‘ 4 J * . \ 


ane 
3 


; 
{ 


e 


a 
> 


¥ 


CHRONICLES. 


» We have here, 1. Gand Jehofhiaphat expofing, iiaatele : 


‘nemies to rectify their miftake, and let them know that he was | 
not the king of Iftael; or to God, for fuccour.and deliverance: , 


'. to depart from him, ver. 3%. . God has all mens hearts in his. - 


fave thofe whom, ‘God has appointed to ruin. . 


of Feboe. 
league with Abab,.and his | 


3 Neverthelefs, 
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| Jchofhaphat dwelt at Jerufalen’: and_he went 
eut again through the people, from Beer-fheba 
to mount Ephraim, and brought them back un- 
to the Lorp God of their fathers. 


ere is, -3. The great favour God thewed to Jehofhaphat, 
1. 1s bringinghim-back again in fafety from his dangerous ex+ 
pedition with Alhab,. which had like to’ have coft him dear. 
He returned to his house. in peace. —Nouce is taken of this to 


had bees timminentperil, “and yet came home tm peace. 
Whenever we return in peace to our houles,, we ougnt to ac- 
at : hia ie ; 

knowledge God’s providence in preferving.our going ont.and 
our coming in} but if we have been kept through more than 


ful. There-was but a ftep perhaps between us and death, and* 
yet we are alive. (2.) That he fared: better than he deferved:. 
he was out of the way of his duty, had been out upon an ex 
pedition which he could not well account for to;God and his. 
“eonfeience, and yet he returned in peace, for God is not ex- 
treme to mark. what we do amifs, nor doth he withdraw his 
protection every time we forfeit it. 
than Ahab king of Ifrael did, who was: brought home flain 
though Jehofhaphat had faid to Abab, 7 am as thou art, God. 
diftinguifhed him, for he knows and owns the way of the righs 
teous, but the way of the ungodly /hall perifo. Dittinguithing, 


in peace... 

2. In 
It is a great mercy to be made fenfible of our faults, and to be 
told in time wherein we have erred, that we may repent and 
amend the error before it’be too late: The prophet, by whonr 
the reproof is fent, is Jehu the fon of: Hanani. The father 


that Afa put him in the ftocks: for. his plain dealing ;_yet the 
fon was not afraid to reprove another king, St Paul would 
have his fon Timothy not only: not’ difcouraged, but animated by 
his fufférings, 2 Tam. itt. .17, 14. . 


ing. with Ahab ;./bouldf thou, a godly man, elp .the-ungodly ;- 
give them a hand of fellowfhip, and Jend them a-hand of affilt- 
ance? or, /houldft thou love them that hate the Lord ? wilt thow 


black chara&ter of wicked peoples that they are haters of Gad, 
Rom. i. 30. Idolaters are fo reputed in the fecond command, 


delight in them, nor. contraét an intimacy with thems Do not 
I hate thofe, faith David, that hate thee? Pfal. cxxxix, 21; 


22. 
to debafe themfelves. 


for thee. He did fo, and God’s anger was turned away. Yer. 
his: trouble in the next chapter was a.rebuke to him. for med- 
dling with {trife that belonged not to him. If he be fo ford. 


_ the juft punifhment of his affinity with that houfe. . 

gdiy, Yet he takes notice of that which. was praifé-worthy, . 
as it' is convenient for us to do when we give a. reproof; ver. 
3. There are goad things found in-thee; and therefore, though 
God be difpleafed with thee, he doth not, he will pot, caf 
thee off. His abolifhing idolatry with a heart fixed for py 
an. 


intimate, (1.) That he fared-better than he-had expected. He’ , 


ordinary dangers, we are in a {pecial manner bound to be thank. i 


(3-) That he faréd better ~ 


fending him a reproof for his sft with Ahab... 
was an eminent prophet in the laft reign, by the fame token. 


iff, He tells hum plainly, That he’ had done very illin joins | 


lay thofe in thy bofom whom Géd! beholds afar off? It isthe ~ 
ment; and therefore it is not for thofe that love God to take. 


Thofe whom the grace of God has dignified, ought not»: 
Let God’s people be of God’s mind... 
2dly, That God.was difpleafed with him for doing this: 
There is wrath upon thee, from before the Lord,.and.thoumult 
by repentance make thy peace with him, or it,will be the worfe. 


mercies are very obliging : two kings in the field together, one 
taken. and the other left; one brought home in blood, the other: 


bw 


of war, he fhall have enough of.it; and the great mifchiefs. — 
_ which his-feed-after him fell into by the houfe of Ahab, was _ 
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and engaged to feck him, was a pood thing which God accep- 
ted-of, aie would have him'go on with for all this. 
athiy, The return of duty which Jehofhaphat made to God 
for this favour. He took the reproof very well, was not wroth 
with the feer, as his father was, but fabmitted. Let the righ- 
teous finite me, tt foall be a kindnefs.- See what effe& the re- 
proof had upon him. (1.) He> dwelt at “Ferufalem, ‘ver. 4. 
yninded his own bufinefs at home, and would not expofe him- 
felt by making any more fuch vifitsto Ahab. Rebuke a qwife 
# ran, and he will be yet wifer, and will take warning, Prov. 1X. 
8, 9., (2.) To atone (as I may fay) for that vilit he made to: 
Ahab; he made a pious profitable vifitation of his own king- 
dom ; he went out through the people, in his own perfon, Sora 
Beerfheba, in the fouth, to mount Ephraim, in the north, and 
brought them back to the Lord God of their fathers, i. e. did all 
he could towards it. [1.] By what the prophet faid, he per- 
ceived that his former attempts for reformation were well plea- 
fing to God, and therefore hé revived them, and did what was 
then left undone, It is g00d when commendations thus quick- 
“en us to our duty, and the more we are praifed for doing well, 
the moré vigorous we are in well-doing. [2.] Perhaps he 


found that his late affinity with the idolatrous houfe of Ahab © 


and kingdom of Ifrael, had an ill’influence upon his own king- 


dom, Many, we may fuppofe, were emboldened to revolt to — 


idolatry, when they faw even their reforming king fo intimate 
with idolaters ; and therefore he thought himfelf obliged to do 


all he could to reduce them. _ If we truly repent of our fin, 
_ we will do our utmoft to repair the damage we have any way - 


done bv it to religion, or the fouls of others. We are parti- 


cularly “concerned to recover thofe that have fallen into fin, or . 


been hardened in it by our example. 

5 q And he fet judges in the land, through- 
= all the fenced cities of Judah, city by city > 
» © And faid to the judges, Take heed what ye 

do: for ye judge not for man, but for the Lorn, 
who zs with you in the judgement. 4 Where- 
fore now, let the fear of the Lorp be upon you, 
take heed and do it. for there is no iniquity 
with the Lorn our God, nor refpect of perfons, 
nor taking of gifts. 8 4 Moreover, in Jerufa- 
lem did | ehofhaphat fet of the Levites, and of 
the priefts, and of the chief of the fathers of 
Ifrael, for the judgement of the Lorn, and for 
controverfies, when they returned to Jerufalem. 
9 And he chatged them, faying, Thus fhall ye 
do in the fear of the Lorn, faithfully, and with 
a perfedt heart. 1o And what caufe foever 
fhall come to you of your brethren that dwell 
in their cities, between blood and blood, be- 
tween law ahd commandment, ftatutes and 
judgments, ye fhall even warn them. that they 


trefpafs not againft. the Lorp, and /o wrath 


come upon you, and upon your brethren this 
do, and ye fhall not trefpafs. 11 And behold, 
Amarialy the chief prieft 1s ove you, if all'mat- 

- ters of the Lory; and Zebadiah the fon of Ifh- 
mael, the ruler of the houle of Judah, for all the 
king’s matters + alfo the Levites /ball be officers 
before*you? > Déal Courageoutly, at si Loro 
shall’ bé with the good. 


| good, be is here providing, if poffible, to keep’ them fo, by the | 
| influence of a fettled senntoaee He had. fent: preachers ae | 


. viGen did well: but now he a it farther requifite to fend 
' judges among thei, to fee the laws pnt in execution, and to be” 


| bufinefs, or the people flighted them, fo that the end of the ins || 


| of the temple, or the horns of tee altar. eke ufed. a is 


< was referved for the court at Jerufal 


Jchothaphat. having done what he esa to make his people 
mong them to inftrud them, chap. xvil. 7, %, 9. and that pros” 


a terror to evil doers. Tt is very likely there were judges up_ : 
and down the country before ; but either they neglected their” 


i 
} 
| 
ftitution’ was not anfwered ; and therefore it was neceffary it | 
fhould be new-modelled, new men employed, and a new charge i 
en them. That is it which is here done. ~ a 
. He ere&ed inferior courts of juftice in the Teveeat cities ¢ 4 
ise kingdom, ver. §. The judges of thefe courts were to keep 
the people in the worfkip of God, to punith the violations of the — 
law, and to decide controverfies between man and man. Hete 
is the charge he gave them, ver. 6. In which we have. 
iff, The means he prefcribes to them for the keeping | af. 
them clofe to their duty, and thefe are two. (1.) Great cau- 
tion and circumfpedtion: Take heed what you do, ver. 6.; and 
again, Take heed and do it, ver. 7. . Mind your bufineds ; 3 take | 
heed of making any miftakes; be afr aid of mifunderftanding ae. | 
ny point of law, or the matter of faét. Judges, of all men, | 
have need to be catttious, becaufe fo much depends upon their 
taking a thing right. (2.) Great piety and religion: Let # 
fear of God be upon you, that. will be a reftraint upon you | 
keep you from doing wrong, Neh. v.15. Gen. xlii, 18. and aa 
encoursgement to you to be active in doing the duty. of. your 7 
place. “Let deftmuétion from God be a terror to them, as Job. 
fpeaks, Job xxxi. 23. and then they will be a terror to none 
but evil doers. 
adly, The motives he would have them onthe: to ee ge 
them to faithfulnefs; and thefe are three, all taken from G 
(1.) That from him ‘they had their ‘commiffion ; his mini 
they were. The powers that be are ordained Ke him, ind f 
him: Ye judge not for man, but for the Lord; your bufinel is 
to glorify him, and ferve the interefts of his kingdom among 
men. (2.) That his eye was upon. them. Hei with jou in. 


the judgment, to take notice what you do, and call ye you to an - 


account if you do amifs. ‘(3.) That he is the great example of. | 


| juftice to all magiftrates: There is no iniquity with him ; no bri- 


bery, nor refpect of perfons. Mapiftrates are called gods, and is 
therefore. muft endeavour to refemble him. 

2. He erected a fupreme court at Jerufalem, which | was aides 
vifed with, and appealed to, in all the difficult caufes that ¢ oct 
curred in the inferior courts, and which gave. judgment | upon den 


| murrers, (to {peak in the language of our own law), ‘fpecial ver-— 


dics, and writs of error. This court fat in Jerufalem, for there 
were fet thrones of judgment, there they would be under ¢ rt 
{peétion of the king himfelf. Obferve, v 
1f, The caufes conufable in this court; and. ‘they | were of 

two kinds, as with us. (1.) Pleas of the crown, - called here { 
the judgment of the Lord, becaufe the law of God: 
of the realm. All criminals were charged with the biench a , : 
foe or dther law of his, and were faid to offend seen his 
peace, his crown and dignity. — (2. ) Common’ pleas, be 
party and party, called here controverfi hes, ver, 8. and tat Of 
their brethren, ver. 10. differences between blood and blood. This | 
refers to Deut. xvii. 8. between the blood of ‘the, perfon fain, 
and the blood of the man-flayé yer. Since the revolt. of ‘the 

. tribes, all the cities of refuge, except Hebron, belonged t to” 
kingdom of Irael ; and therefore. ‘we may fuppofe the cou 
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fan@uaries in that cafe ; ; and. therefore the trial of homicides — 
ite ms icidiaier "jae : 
did fiot agree about: the. fenfe of any la or f cdaimandments 


. 5 Fats wy | . . 
“Chap. XIX. 


“ftatute or judgment, this court muft determine the controverly. 
__ 2dly, The judges of this court, were fome of the Levites 
“and priefis that were mott learned in the law, enainent for wif- 
dom, and of approved integrity, and fome of the chief of the fa- 

thers of Ifrael ; peers of the realm, as I myy call them, or per- 

foas of age and experience, that had been men of bufinefs, who 
would be the moft competent judges of matters of fact, as the 
_ puetts and Levites were of the feufe of the law. 

_3dly, The two chiefs, or prefidents of this court. . Amariah 
_ the high prieft was to prefide in ecclefialtical caufes, to divect 
' the court, and be the mouth of it, or perhaps to be lat confult- 
ed in cafes which the judges themfelves doubted of; and Zeba- 
- diah, the prime minifter of that ftate, in all civil caufes, ver. 11. 
_ Thus there are diverfities of gifts and. operations, but all from 
_-the fame Spirit, and. for the good of the body. Some under- 
{tand belt the matters of the Lord, others the king’s matters 5 
neither can fay to. the other, I have no need of thee, for God’s 
Sd frael has need of both ;and as. every one hath received the 
~ gift, folet bim mivifter the fame. Bleijed be God both for 

magiftrates and minifters; {cribes and ftate{men : men of books 

and men of bufinefs. ’ 

. 4thly, The inferior officers of the court; fome of the Le- 
wites (fach as had not parts to qualify them for judges) /ha/l 
‘be officers before you, ver. 114 They were to. bring caufes in- 
to the court, and: to fee the fentence. of the judges executed. 

And thefe hands and feet, were as neceflary in their places, as 
_ the eyes and heads, the judges in theirs. 

+. 5thly, The charge which thé king gave them. (1.) They 
‘mutt fee to it that they acted from a good princtple ; muft do 


ees rg te Se ee ARS OM. 5 
We have bere, I: The great danger and diftrefs that Febos 
. fhaphat and his kingdom were in from a foreign invajfion, 
ver. 1, 26 II. The pious courfe be took for their fafety, by 
_* fafting and praying, and seeking God, ver. 3,—13- IIl. 
The afferance which. God by a prophet immediately gave 
them of vidtory, ver. 1417+ LV. Their thankful belie- 
wing reception of thofe affurances, ver. 48,—21.., V. The 
defeat which God gave to their enemies thereupon, Ver. 22, 
mag. VI. A folemn thankfgiving which they kept for 
their vittory, and for the happy confequences of it, ver. 26, 
30. Vil. The conclufion of ‘the reign of Febofbap bat. 
not without fime blemifbes, ver. 31,37 . 
| ET came to pafs after this alfo, that the chil- 
‘q ] - dren-of Moab, and the children of Ammon, 
and ‘with them other befide the Ammonites, 


1, CHR ON LELE S rent 


_ allin the fear of the Lord, fetting him always before them, _| 


came again Jehothaphat to battle. 2 Then 


there came fome that told Jehofhaphat, faying, 
There cometh a great multitude againit thee 
from beyond the fea, on this fide syria, and be- 
hold they de in Hazazon-tamar, which. 7¢ En-ge- 


| di, .3 And jehofhaphat feared, and fet himlelf 


to feek the Lorn, and proclaimed a faft through- 
out all Judah. 4 And Judah gathered them- 
felves together, to afk be/p of the Lorp; even 
out of all the cities of Judah they came to feel » 
the Lorp; 5 4 And Jehofhaphat ftood in the 

congregation’ of Judah and Jerufalem, in the 

houfe of the Loxp before the new tourt,-6 
And faid, O Lorp God of our fathers, art not 

thou God in heaven? and ruleit not thou o- 

ver all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in 
thine hand zs there not power and might, jo 
that none is able to withftand thee? 7 rt not 

thou our God, who didft drive out the imhabi- 

tants of this land before thy people Ifrael, and 

gaveft it to the feed of Abraham thy. friend: for 
ever? 3 And they dwelt therein, and have built 
thee a fan@uary therein for thy name, faying, 
9 If, when évil cometh upon us, as the {word, 
judgment, or peftilence, or famine, we ttand be- 

fore this houfe, and in thy prefence, (for thy 

name is in this houfe).and cry unto thee i our 
affliGion, then thow wilt hear and help. 10 

And now, behold, the children of Ammon, and 

Moab, and mount Seir, whom thou wouldit not 

let Ifrael invade, when they came‘out of the 

land of Egypt, but they turned from them, and 

deftroyed them not? 11 Behold, Z fay, bow they 

reward’ us, ‘to'come to caft us out of thy pofle{+ 

fion, which thou hatt given us to inherit! 12 
O our God wilt thou not judge them? for we 
haye no might againft this great company that. 
cometh againft us : neither know we what to do; 
but our eyes are upon thee. 13 And all Judah 

ftood before the Lorn, ‘with their little ones, 
their wives and their children. 


| We left Jéhofhaphat in the foregoing chapter, very well em- 


ployed in reforming his ‘kingdom, and providing for the cue 


- adminiftration of juftice, and fapport of religion mi it, and exs 


pected nothing bat to-hear of the peace’and profperity, off his 
reign ; but here we have him in diftrefs, yet that in order to 
fuch a glorious deliverance as was an abundant recompenfe for 
his piety. If we meet with trouble in the way of dury, we 
may believe, itis, that God may have an opportunity of fhew- 
ing us fo much the more of his marvellous loving-kindneds.. 
We have here, 4 ae 
1. A formidable invafion of Jehofhaphat’s kingdom by the 
Moabites and Ammonites, and their auxiliaries, ver. J. and 
the furprifing notice of it brought to Jehofhaphat, when they 
had-already entered his country, ver. 2.; what ee 
had to: quarrel with . Jehofhaphat,; doth not appears they ia 
faid to come from beyond the fea, meaning the dead fea, where 
Sedom had flood. It fhould Seem they marched prose 
- thefe 


il, 
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thofe ‘of the ten tribes that lay’ beyond: Jordan, and they gave 
© them paffige through ‘their ‘borders ; fo uagratefub were they 
to Jehofhaphat’ who had lately pat -hisshand'tovhdlp theny 1 
recovering ‘Ramiorh-pilead.® . Several nations joined in. this cons 
féderacy, bat ee bu childrensof Lot, whormthe'rett help- 
eds -Pal. lxxxiit. 6,79, S20 The neighbour-nationsshadofeared 
‘Fehofhaphat;\ chap, xvii. rol bit perhaps his affinity: with aA. 
hab had leffened him in their: efteém, and they: had» had fome 
intimation that his;God was difpleafed with him for it, which 


“they fancied would give tice ant opportunity to make a prey 


of his’ kingdom. 


2. The preparation jenbusnie made apse the‘invaders, | 


Normentton is made of his muftermg his forces; no‘doubt that 
was done; God muft be trufted in the-ufe of means. But his 
great care was to obtain the favour of God, and fecure hinr on 
“hits fide, which perhaps he was the more flicttous' about, be- 


‘caufé he had’ been lately told, that there was wrath upon him — 


from before the Lord; chap. xix. 2. ‘Butche is of the mind of 


‘his father David, if.we mutt befcorreéteds-yet let unt fall in- 


fo the hands of man, (1.) He feared ; confeience of guilt made 
~ him fear : 
~ farptife added ‘to the fright. “Holy feards a {pur to prayet and 
preparation; Heb. xi! 7. 9! (%.) “He fet hinifelf to feek'the Lord, 
and, in thefirft placesito makehim his friend) They that would 
feek the Lord fo as td find him, and to find fayour with him, 


mult fet, themfelves to feek him, muft do it with fixednefs of | 


~ thought, fi incerity of intention, with the utmoft vigour ‘atid re- 
* folution to continue feeking him. 
“< throughout all Judah, appointed a day of humiliation and pray- 


er, that they might join together in confefing their fins’and — 


ofking help of the Lord. VaSting from bodily refrefhments upon 


fach extraordinary occafions, is a token of felf-judging for the | 
fins we have committed. We own ourfelves unworthy of the — 


bread we eat, and that God might juftly with-hold it from us ; 


‘and of feifdenial forthe future. Fafting from fin, ‘implies'a re- | 


folution to: faft from it, though it has been to us as.a {weet mor- 
fel. Magiftrates are to call their people.to the duty of fafting 
aad prayer upon fuch occafions, that it pkg a national at, 
and fo: may obtain national mercies. (4.) The people readily | 
~ aflembled out of all 'the cities of Judah in the court of the:tem- 
ple to join in'prayer, ver. 4. and they ftood before the Lord, 
goa beggars at his ‘door, with, their wives and children ; they. and 
their ‘families were in danger, and therefore they ‘bring’ them 
~ “with them to feck the Lord. Lord we are indeed‘a provoking 
~“ypeople, that’ deferve to*be abandoned to'ruin ;( but here are lit- 
‘gle ones-that are innocent, let theni not peniths inthe ftorm. | Ni- 
= neveh was {pared for the fake of the little ones, Jonah iv... 
+ ‘The place they met in was the hou/e of the Lord, before the new 
court, that was pethaps lately added to the former courts ; fome 
think, that Which’ was Called the court of the women. This they 
“Seame within teach GF that gracious promife which\God “made in 
iiSanfwer to’'Solémonts! prayers: chaps vil. 15. mine cars /ball be at- 


vv bent tothe prayer that is made in this place. 5 Jehofhaphat. him- } 


felf was ‘the mouth of the congregation to ‘God, and did not de- 


~~ -volve the: work up6n his chaplains. Though the kings were for- 


pI] 


~ bidden to burit’incenfe, they were allowed to pray ‘andipreach 5 
~ as Sdlonion ‘and Jehofhaphat here. Ste ray 


Oss » The: prayer Jebofhaphat prayed upon. this. cca on is ig) hete = 


+ yrecorded, or pat of it, and an excellent prayer it, 1S, 


if, He ackaowledgeth the fovereign dominion oft the Dik = 
“providence 5 ; gives to God the glory of it, and takes to himéelf | 


a «the comifort ‘of it: ver. 6. Art not thou the: God i in\ | heaven ? 


poPiakes it tor appear: ier: Is not thy dopant fapr et aE 
doms themfelves, and univerfal, over all kingdoms, even thofe 
of the Heathen that know thee not? Controut thele “Heathen 


CHRONTCLES ; 


~intereftial him 


thofe that have leaft fin, are-moft fenfible of it. The + 


(3.) He proclaimed ‘a faft © 


| come “t0 ta, 


then ; fel bounds to their daring, siptbacertite ‘bala ‘As)there 
not in thy hand that power and, might which ngne -isvable to 
evitifand? Lord exert at on our behalf, Glory ping ones i 
“omnipotence. 
& Badly, We: lays hold-on their ‘covénant-relation!! to’ Ged ‘anc 
‘Thou that-att God in heaven, art the. God o 
‘our fathersy ver. 6s cand! our God, vers-7: » Whom fhould: 
feek to, whom fhould we truft to Hp relief but to, the. Gods 
have chofen and ferved? 
“adh, He fhews the titles they had to this good land they | 
were” now'in poffeffion of :an indifputable ’ ‘title i¢ -was.5° th. 
wavifh itt0 the'feed of dbrabam thy: friend. Hepwas) thy friend, 
ity is referred: toy James ti..23. tothew.the honour of Abra- 
ham, that be wascalled, the friend of God; swe are, his Seed 
and hope to be Lelowed for’ the father’s “fakes Rom. x. 28 
~Dett.” ‘Vil g.  We-hold this land by grant from thee: Lord ; 
maintain thine dwn /grant;’ and) warrant at againit all unjaft | 
claims\! ‘Suffer us not'to be caf? out of thy poffefions: we-are te- 
nalts, fais art our landlord, ‘wilt thownot. hold. thine, own ? 
ver. 11s »; They that ‘ule what they have’ for God, my, com ‘ 
“fortably hope that he will fecure it to them. 
4thly; He makes mention of the fandtuary, the ‘dinblelthey (| 
had built for God’s name, ver, 8. nct asdf that meritedcany 
thing at God’s hand, for of his own they gave him; but it was | 
fuch a token of God’s favourable prefence with them, as tha 
they had promifed themfelves he would hear and help 1 ther 
when in their diftrefs they’ ‘cried to him before’ that. houfe, 
ver.8, 9. Lord when it was built, “it'was Yntended for the ~ 
‘encouragement of our faith at fuch ‘a time ‘as ‘this. — ‘Here thy — 
name is, here we are; Lord help us for the glory’ of thy 1 name. 
5ehly, He’ pleads’ the ingratitude ‘and injuftice of his ene- 
mies : we are fuch as it will be thy glory'to appear for 5 they 
“are fach as it will be thy glory: to- appear apaini®s for (153 
“They il ill réqiite our ancient kindhefles. Phou would notbet I 
: raed ‘invade them, hor give them ‘ahy” diftarbance,’ Deut. 
9,19. Medle' not with the Edomites, di iftre/s not the Moabites 
| ase el nigh the ‘children of Ammon; no not though’ they- ‘pro- 
voke you r yet now fee how they'invade ts. We mayscom-— 
“fortably” appeal’ to God” againft thofe that render tis evil for 
good. (25). ‘They. break in upon’ our ancient rights. They — 
‘us out of our poffeffions, and feize our land for 
themfelvess > O or God wilt thou~ “nok jecge them ?° ver. 12s 
Wile thou‘ fot. ‘give fentence avain{t thém, and execute it upon. 
them? The’ _fjoltice of God! is pid eee ‘of thofe that are. 
wronged. 3: NGie MTORR aeS 
~~ * 6thly, He srrofedfeth his ent tire Aiaiaents ‘ipoiGOBsBides 5 : 
liverance. Though he had a’ pteat!arihy ‘on foot, and well difci 
plined, yet (faith he) ‘we blive\no® might cena hg sr com 
pany, none without. thee, none that we: can expr g 
from without ie Pi coe Sel i 
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"Chap: ee | 


thou king Jehofhaphat, This faith the Lorn 
unto you, Be not afraid, nor difmayed by rea- 


be 
é* 


a] 


‘fon of this great multitude; for the battle is 
not yours, but God’s. 16 Tomorrow go ye 


down againft them: behold, they come up by | 


‘the clif of Zz, and ye fhall find them at the 
‘end of the brook, before the wildernefs of Je- 
ruel. 17 Ye fhall not need to fight in this bat- 
tle; fet yourfelves, ftand ye /zill, and fee the 
falvation of the Lorn with you, O Judah and 


_~ Jerufalem: fear not, nor be difmayed ; to-mor- 


4 


Tow go out againft them, for the Lorn will be 
with you.. 18 And Jehofhaphat bowed his 
head, with dis face to the ground: and all Ju- 
dah, and the inhabitants of Jerufalem fell before 
the Lorp, worfhipping the Lorp. 19 And the 
Levites of the children of the Kohathites, and 
of the children of the Korhites, ftood up to 
praife the Lorp God of Ifrael with a loud voice 
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battle be his, the victory fhall be his too. . 
tian foldier go out againft his {piritual enemies, and the God of 
peace will tread them under his feet, and make him more than a 
, conqueror. x pe pyaar Se , 


We have here God’s gracious anfwer to Jcholhaphat’s pray- 


er; and it was.a fpeedy anfwer: while he was yet {peaking, 


God heard, before the congregation was difmiffed, they had af- 
furance given them that they fhould be victorious ; for it is ne- 


- ver in vain to feek God. 


1, The fpirit of prophecy came upon a Levite that was pre- 
 fent,' not in any place of eminency, but ix the midf of the con- 
gregation, ver, 14. The fpirit, like the wind, blows where he 
lifeth, and on whom. | He was the fon of Afaph, and there- 
fore one of his fingers; on that office God would put an ho- 
nour. Whether he was a prophet before this or no, is uncer- 
tain, moft probably he was, which would make him the more 
_ regarded. ‘There needed no fign ; the thing itfelf was to be 
_ performed the very next day, and that would be confirmation 
enough to his prophecy. er 
_ 2. He encouraged them to truft in God, though the danger 
_ was very threatening, ver. 15. Be not afraid ; you have admit- 
ted fear enough to bring you to God, now admit not that 
which will drive you from him again: The battle is not yours 5 
it is not in your own ftrength, not for your own caufe that you 
engage, the battle is God’s ; he doth and will, as you have de- 
fired, jntereft himfelf in the caufe. — 
3. He gives them intelligence of the motions of the enemy, 


. and orders them to march towards them, with particular direc- 
- tions where they fhould find them. To-morrow 


(the day aie 
ver. 16,17. It is fit he 
command thofe for 
and give the necefia- 


ter the faft) go ye down againft them, 
that commands the deliverance, fhould 
whom the deliverance is to be wrought; 
ry orders, both for time and place. : 

" 4. He affures them not that they fhould be’ the glorious in- 
ftruments, but the joyful {fpectators of the total defeat of the e- 
nemy. You hhall not need to ftrike a ftroke, the work fhall be 
done to your hands ; only ftand {ti ] and fee it, ver. 17..as Mo- 
- fes faid to Ifrael at the Red Sea, Exod. xiv. 13. God is with 

‘you, who is able to do his work himfelf, and will do it. If the 
Let but the Chrif- 


: "y.. Jehothaphat and his people “received thefe. aflurances 


~~ with faith, reverence, and thankfulnefs.- (1.) They dewed their 


Vo. Ii. - 
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the fear of God was 


753 
heads. Jehothaphat firft, and then ‘all the people, fell before the 
Lord, and worfbipped ; receiving with a holy awe-and fear of 
God this token of his favour, and faying, with faith, Be it un- 
to us according to thy word,  (2.) They’ lifted’ up their voices 
in praife to God, ver. 19. An attive faith can,give thanks for 
a promife, though it be not yet performed, knoWing that God’s 
bonds are as good as ready money : God hath fpaken ine his holt- 
nefs, I will rejoice, Pfal. Ix. 6. eae 

20 @ And they rofe early in the morning, 
and went forth into the wildernefs of Tekoa : 
and as they went forth, Jehofhaphat ftood, and. 
faid, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of 
Jerufalem, Believe in the Lorn your God, fo 
{hall ye be eftablifhed; believe his prophets, fo 
fhall ye profper.. 21 And when he had confult- 
ed with the people, he appointed fingers unto 
the Lorp, and that fhould praife the beaiity of 
holinefs, as they went out before the army, and 
to fay, Praife the Lorp, for his mercy endureth 
for ever.. 22 § And when they began to fing. 


| and to praife, the Lord fet ambufhments againft 


the children of Ammon, Moab, and Mount 
Seir, which were come againft Judah, and they 
were {mitten. 23 For the children of Ammon 
and Moab, ftood up’ againft the inhabitants of 
Mount Seir, utterly to flay and deftroy. them ¢ 
and when they had made an end of the inhabi- 
tants of Seir, every one helped to deftroy ano, 
ther. 24 And when Judah came toward the 
watch-tower in the wildernefs, they looked un- 
to the multitude, and behold, they were dead 
bodies fallen to the earth, and none efcaped. 
2s And when Jehofhaphat and his people came 
to take away the fpoil of them, they found a- 
mong them in abundance both riches with the 
dead bodies, and precious jewels (which they 
ftript off for themfelves) more than they could 
carry away: and they were three days in ga- 
thering of the fpoil, it was fo much, 26 F And 
on.the fourth day they affembled themfelves in 
the valley of Berachah ; for there they bleffed. 
the Lorp: therefore the name of the fame 
place was called, The valley of Berachah, unto 
this day. 27. Then they returned every ‘man 
of Judah and Jerufalem, and Jehofhaphat in 
the forefront of them, to go again to Jerufalem, 
with joy : for the Lorp had made them.to re- 
joice over their enemies: 28 And they came 
to Jerufalem with -pfalteries, and harps, and 
trumpets, unto the houfe of the Loxp. 29 And 
on ail the kingdoms of tho/e 
countries, when they had heard that the Lorn . 
fought againft the enemies of Ifrael. 30 So the 
realm of Jehofhaphat was quiet ; for his God 


gave him reft round about. Bie ta 
aa a 5 Cra ~ We 
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We have here the foregoing prayer anfwered, and the fore- 
going promife performed, in the total overthrow of the enemies 
forces, and the triumph (for fo it was rather than a victory) of — 


Senettaohes s forces over them. 


. Never was an army drawn out to the field of battle fo as 
He had foldiers ready prepared for | 
‘but here is notice taken of their mili- — 


Thing ta? s army was. 
qvar, chap. xvii. 18, 5 

tary equipment, their ied or fpears, their thields or bows. 
But Jehofhaphat took care, (1.) That faith fhould be. their ar- 
mour. As they went forth, inftead of calling them to handle 
their arms, and ftand to them; to keep ranks, obferve orders, 
and fight valiantly, he bids them de/iewe in the Lord Ged, and 
give credit to his word in the mouth of his "prophets, and then 
they thould profper and be cftablifbed, ver. 20. That is true 
“courage which faith infpires a man swith : nor will any. thing 
contribute more to the eftablithing of the heart in fhaking times, 
than a firm belief of the power, and mercy, and promife of 


God. The heart-is s fixed that thus truffeth in the Lord, and is | 


kept in perfedt peace. In our fpiritual confliéts,. this is the 


viétory, this is the profperity, even our faith. (2.) That praife | 
/Jehofha- | 
phat called a council of war, and it was’ refolved,” to- appoint i 
fingers to go out before the army, to'charge in the’ front, who | 
had noching elfe.to do but to praife Giod, to praife:his holinefs, 
which: is his beauty ; to praife him.as.they did in the temple, f 


and thank{giving fhould be their vanguard, ver, 24 


that beauty, of hol inefs, with that good old doxology, which e- 


ternity itfelf will not wear thread-bare, Praife the Lord, his | 
By this ftrange advance towards the | 


mercy endureth for ever. 
field of battle, Jebothaphat intended to exprefs his firm reliance 


wpon the word of God, which enabled him to triamph before i 
the battle, to animate bis own foldiers, to confound the enemy, » 
and to engage Géd on their fide ; for praife pleafeth God bet- 


ter than all burnt offering and facrifice. 


2. Never was army fo unaccountably deftroyed ‘as that of | 
the enemy: not:by thunder or‘ hail, or the fword’ of an angel; - 
not by dint of fword,, or. {trength of arm, or any furprifing a-— 
larm, like. that. which Gideon gave. the Midianites ;. but the © 


Lord fet amsufhments againft them, either hofts of angels, or, 
as Bifhop Patrick thinks, their own ambufhments, whom Cod 


fteuck with fuch cosfafion, that they fell upon their own friends, © 


as if they had been enemies, and fo, they all went together by 
the. ears, and nobody, knew why or wherefore. This God did 
when his fea began to jing and to praife, ver. 223 for he de- 
Rights to urnifh thofe with matter for praife, that ae hearts 
for it.) We'read: of his being’ angry at the prayers of his peo- 
ple, Pla. xxx. 4cbut never! at their>praifes.’ When: they 


did; but begin the work of praife, God perfeéted the work of 


their. deliverance. What ground there was for their - jealoufies 
one of another, ‘doth not appear, ‘perhaps there was none ; 
“but fo-it was that: the Ammonites and the Moabites fell foul 
~“Wipon’ the ‘Edoniites; and ‘cut theni off, and’ then they fell out 
with: one | anothers and cut one another off, ver. 23... Thus 
God; ol ‘often omakes wicked people inftraments of deftruction 
to one sapere: and. what eS can. be fo firm as to. 


ot ie were enemies. : 
was fpoil fo oad divided, ‘for pate hat! s 
cadence: t0do but that: the reft was ond forlthem. 

“When they came to the yiew) of this att amy, inftead of find- 
ing living men to fight with, they found, them all deadinien, — 
and their, carcafes fr fpread as dung. upon. the face fi ithe, earth, | i 
ay ase See How rich” God is is in mercy to ‘the em that call | 


hofhaphat at the head of them, ta Jerufalem, that the country, — 
“but our praifes, when we have received me 


Public’ mercies call! for public’ acknowledgements, Sy. in v ibe te ie 


| and obliged to own, that fince the 


‘| after this ‘fort, he only i is to be worlhipped, a anc {in that we ay a 
| which himfelf has’ appointed. 


| fear of infults from’ theit neighbours, ‘God ‘having given the em . 
| reft round about. _ And ‘if he give Felt, who can give ae s 


| be was thirty and five years old when he began 
| to reign, and he, reigned twenty.and five years. 
im Jerufalem: and his mother’s name was: Az 
‘| bah the daughter of ai s oe 
edi in the’ 


not from i, doing that. ‘whic! 


NICLES. 


upon him in truth, and how oft he out-does the prayers. and 
expectations of his people. Jehothaphat and his people prays % 
ed to be delivered from being {poiled by the enemy ; and God 18 
not only did that, but enr iched them with the fpoil of the. ent} 
nemy. ‘The plunder of the field was very great, and very rich; 
they found precious jewels with the dead bodies, which yes 
could not fave them from being lothfome careafes; the /poil 
‘was more than they could carry away at once; and they were a 
three days in gathering it, ver, 25. Now it. appeared what 
was God’s end in bringing this great army againit Judah, it 
was to.humble them, and prove them, that-he might,do them 
good i in their latter end. Tt feemed at, cre a, difturbance. £04} 
their reformation, but. it proves a recompenfe: “of i Mees igh oe 
4. Never was victory celebrated with more folemn and ene = | 

batgeal thankfgivings. (41.) They kept a‘day of praife-in the — 
camp before they drew their-forceé out. of the field. Many 
thank{givings, no-doubt,, were offered up to. God immediately; Za 
but on the fourth day they aflembled in a valley, where they 
bleffed God with fo ‘much zeal and fervency, that that day’s 
work gave a name to the place, the valley of “'Berachab, t. e. ‘ay 
blefling, vet. 26. The remembrance of this work of wonder f 

| 

| 


es = : 


vale 


a vei 


we 


was hereby perpetuated for the encouragement of fucceeding 
generations to truft in Ged. (2.) Yet they. did ni not think this 
enough, but came in folemn procefhon, all in a body, and Jee 


as they paffed along, might join with them in their praifes 5 rea 
and that they might give ‘thanks: ‘for the mercy there, where — 
‘they ‘had ‘by prayer obtained it, in the houfe ‘of the Lord, ver, 
27, 28. -Praifing God muff’ not be the work ‘of a day only = ee 
tey, | aft, be oft coe | 
in ‘the purfuit of 


‘peated,'as our prayets were when we: Ww 


‘tt. Every day ‘we muft blefs God’; as long as we live, and 8 


while’ we ‘have ‘any being, we. mult praife hi, s foending, o 


ae | 
time ii that Work, in’ which we ‘hop ‘to . 


{pend our ity. = 


‘of the Lords houfe, Pfal. cxvi. 19. 

5. Never did vi@ory tern * a better account ‘than this, 
For, (i-) Jehofhaphat’s kingdom was _ ‘hereby made to look 
very gréat‘and confiderable abroad, ver. 29. When they ° heard 
that God fought thus for Ifrael, they could not “hie fay, 


| "“Lhere is none like'unto the God of Fe/burun 3 and, ‘Happy art 


| 
thou, O Tfracl! it begat in the neighbours, a reverence of God, | 
and a cautious fear of doing any injury to his people. It is *.4 
dangerous fighting againft thofe who bave God. with them. oa 
2.) Tt was made very eafy and’ quiet at home, ver. 30. They sy 
were qitiet among themfelves. Th 


hofe that were “difpleafed a 
the deftroying of the i images and ’ i 


TOVES, were- nd) aw fatishe 


‘od ‘of Tfrael ¢ ld deliver : é 


They were alfo « quiet fr om. the 


bance > : 
3 SS Sas 


I 


31 7 ‘Amd Tehohgoat: vee eer Joaati: : 


And he walk- 
5 fa oe a i: : 
fight ol f the ‘Lorp: 83 How beit).th cipninplaes 4 
were not taken: awayssfor ad. eal ch ep sebte te na a 
now prepa eit oe : 


aca “eh * 


“way, ‘of Afa t his £ 


a 


‘ - fathers. 34 Now the reit of the aéts of Jehofha- | 


, _ the book of Jehu the fon of Hanani, who is men- 


x “joined thyfelf with .Ahaziah, the Lorp hath bro- 


- -prelfed to j 


~- 


_ places, ver. 
| Range gods 


_ could not expect to profper 5 yet he joined himfelf with ,him ; 


ateLERt BEAD AALS has (AAT OH le wed ‘ 
- “him in an Eat India fleet, bound for Ophir, ver. 35, 36. There 
js an emphafis laid upon the time, after this, after God had 
v fr: a3} Ae PEPLIAT tpl . t : 
done fach great things for him, without any fuch fcandalous 
3 ry 23RD pus vo : a ‘ 


phat, firit and-laft, behold, they are written in 


tioned in the book of the kings of Ifrael. 35 
And after this did Jehofhaphat ‘king of Judah | 
join himfelf with Ahaziah king of Ifrael, who 
‘did very wickedly: 36 And he joined him-- 
felf withhim to make fhipstogoto Tarfhifh: and 
they made the thipsin Ezion-geber. 37 Then Eli- 


‘ezerthe fon of Dodavah of Marefhah, prophefied — Mi 


again{t. Jehofhaphat, faying, Becaufe thou hait 


ken thy works, And the fhips- were broken, 
that they were not able to’go to Tarthifh. ~ 


-_ We are now drawing towards the clofe of the hiftory of | 
“Tehofhaphat’s reign, for a further account of which they who | 


lived when this book was publifhed, were referred to an au- 
thentic hiftory of it, written by Jehu the prophet, chap. xix. 


2. which was then extant, ver. 34. ‘This was the general 
_ character of his reign, that he did that which was right in the. 
figkt of the Lord; kept clofe to the worfhip of God himfelf, . 
- and did what he could to keep his people clofe to it. But 

_two things.are here to be lamented, 


4. That the people ftill retained a kindnefs for the high 
33: Thofe that were erected to the honour of 


ie 


.true God was worlhipped, being lefs culpable were thought al- 
lowable,tand, Jehofhaphat was, loth to difoblige the people fo far 
as to take them away ; for as yet they had not prepared. their 


ere peu rf 5 


the people are cool in it. 
2. That Jehofhaphat 


bring to pafs what they would in reformation, when 


ee himfelf {till retained a kindnefs for 
the houfe of Ahab, becaufe he had married his fon to a daugh- 
ter of that family, ‘though he had been plainly reproyed for it, 
and had like tq have {niarted for it. He faw and knew that 
Ahaziah the fon of Ahab did very wickédly, and therefore 


not in war, as with his father, but in trade, went partner with 


and pernicious confederacies, given him not only victory, but | 


“wealth yet after this, . to go and join himfelf, with a wicked 
king, was ery ungrateful. | fier Cod had given him, fuch 
a deliverance as this, foould he again break God’s commandments, 
and join:in, affinity with the people, of theJe abominations | What 
could h cnet but that God fbould be angry with him, Ezra 
Gx.arsh Th. ‘Yet he fends to him'to fhew him his error, and | 
Ybriig’ him’ to repentance, (1.) By'a prophet, who foretold the 
plafting: of his: projeGyrvers1g7.° And, (2.)'By aottorm, | 
which, broke’ the: fhips in the; iport, before they: fet ‘fail, by which | 
he was war! ied to break off his alliance with Ahazjab : and it | 
sabi He tack te warning ; for when Ahaziah was afterwards | 
join! with’ him, be would not, 1 Kings xxii. 4y. See | 
show pernicious’ a ‘thing’ itis to join in friendfhip and fogiety | 
fwath evil-doer 8 it} 89a hard mattens to breakioff from it. A} 
gan may much better keep himfelf from being,taken in the 
frase, than recover himfelf out of it.. F 
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were taken away, chap. xvii. 6.3 but thofe where the 


- 


755 


”% 
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; Cul A Pe ae 
Never fure did any kingdom change tts king Jo much for the 
worfe as Judah did, when Feboram, one of the vile/?, fic 
ceeded Febofbaphat, ane af the bef. Thus were they pusi/bed 
or not making a better ufe of Jeho/baphar’s good gavern- 
"ment, and their difaffctednefs, or coldnefs at leaft, to bis 
" reformation, chap. XX. 33. They that knew not bow to 
value a good king. are jufily plagued with a bad one. Fere 
is, L. Yehoram’s elevation fo the throne, very 1.— Ce I. The 
wickd courfe he tock to fablish himfelf in it, by the murder 
“of, bis brethren, ver. 4. IIL. Tbe idolatries, and other 
“wickednefs be was guilty of, ver. 5, 6, 11. IV, The pri- 
_ phecy of Elijah agait/t bim, ver. 12,—15. V.. The judges 
menis of God upon him inthe revolt of bes fubjecis from hin, 
ver. 8,—10.; and the fuccefs of bis enemies agaiu/t bit, 
ver. 16,17. VI. His miferable ficknefs, and ingloriais 
exit, ver. 18,—20. VIL. The prefervation of ibe boufe of 
David for all this, ver. 4, Ba seen! Sept en 


N OW Jehofhaphat flept with his fathers, and 


was buried with his fathers in the city. of 
David: and Jehoram his fon reigned in his ttead. 
2, And he had brethren the fons of Jehofhaphat, 
Azariah, and Jehiel, and Zechariah, and Aza- 
riah, and Michael, and Shephatiah: all thefe 
were the fons of Jehofhaphat-king of Irael.. 3 
And their father gave them great gifts of filver 
and of gold, und of precious things, with fenced 
cities in Judah: but the kingdom gave he to 
Jehoram, becaufe he was the firft-born.. 4 Now 
when Jehoram was rifen up to the kingdom of 
his father, he ftrengthened himfelf, and flew all 
his brethren with the fword, and divers alfo of 
the princes of Ifracl. 5 {| Jehoram was thirty 
and two years ald when he began to reign, and 
he reigned eight years ia Jerufalem. 6 And he 
walked in theway of the kings of Irael, like ds 
did the houfe of Ahab: for he,had,the daugh- 
ter of Ahab to wife:. and he wrought-that which 
was evil in the eyes of the Lor. i ‘Howbeit 
the Lorp would not deftroy the’houte of David, 
becaufe of the covenant that he had made with 
David, and.as he promiied to; give a light, to 
him, and to his fons fonieveri:.. 809 Inihis days — 
the Edomites revolted from underthe:dominion 
of Judah, and made theinfelves 4 King. 9 Theh 
Jehoram went forth with his plinces, and all his 
chariots with him: and he /rofe,qip. by night, 


and {mote the Edomites whichcompaffed: him 
_inpand:the ¢aptains‘of the chariots:’s ‘10 So the 


Edomites tevolted ‘from under ‘the nant oF j ii- 
dah unto this, day. . ' 


a this day. , The, fame. time, aljo did 
Libnah revolt from under his hand 5 becatife-he 
had forfaken the Lorp God of his fathers: ‘Tr 


‘Moreover, he made high places ‘in the moiin- 
tains of Judah, and 


caufed the imbabitants. of 
5 C2 Jerufalem 


456 Il. 


Jerufalem to commit fornication, and compelled: 
Judah thereto. 


the find here, 

> That Je hofhaphat wat a very cave indulgent father to 
janoveris” He'had many fons} who are ‘here named, vety 2.3 
‘and it is faid here, ver. 13. they were better than Jehoram, 
* vhad-a great deal more wifdom and:virtue, and lived up to their 
education, which he’went counter to. They were very hope- 
fal, and any of them more fit for the crown than he and yet, 
becaufé he was the firlt-born, ver. 3. this | father feebrad the 


kingdom'to him; ‘and portioned his brethren, and difpofed of 


them4fo as that they would ‘be eafy, and ‘gave him no diftur- 
bance as! Abraham,’ when he made Ifaac his heir, difmifled his 
rother children with gifts.) Herein Jehofhaphat ‘was very kind 
and fair to his fon, which'might*have obliged him to “be te- 
fpectfal to him} and treaded in’ the” fteps of good a father. 
But it is no new thing for the children that have been moft 
indulged by their parents to be leaft dutiful'tothem. But whe- 
ther‘in doing this, he aéted wifely: and ‘well for his’ people, and 
was julb to thém,#I. cannot fay. His birth+right intitled him 


to @ double portion’of his father’s éftate;-Deut. xxi, 17. But | 
if he appeared utterly urifit for' government, (the end of which’ 


is the ‘good’ of ‘the people), and -likely to/undoiall that his‘ fa; 
ther Had ‘done, it had’ been better'perhaps ‘to have fet him afide, 
and'taken the next-that was hopeful,’ and not inclined «as he 
“was to idolatry. Power. “is a facred' thing, with which men 


may do’either much ‘good or much hurt’; and therefore dete A 


dighioris: Salas popili Suprema: Taal. 28" 

- ah"Phat! Jelioram was’ a ‘molt barbarous brother. to Rist iso 
thet’s' foris, °uUARO foon ‘ashe ‘had fettled him in the throne, he 

flewall his brethren with? the fword;' either ‘by falfe accufation, 


under edlour! of law, of rather by affaflination-; by fome Bae 

ed ‘hand or other he Wor theny all murdered’; *pretending’ (it ig’ 
likely) o¢kiat“he! edald ‘not ‘think ‘himfelf fafe'in ithe: goverriment 
-tilbothéy “were! taken out ofthe. way. : 


pene “are commonly" without caule: jealous of thofe-about! 
therty! THe Wicked: fear where no fear is, or pretend’ todo: 
fo, to! give unibrage to'their’ malice. | 


 “impietys andSwon»themy that efteem with’ the people: ‘which he 
chad fot: 
who adhered to:them, ‘or were likely ‘too revenge their death. 


‘Phe! princes! oft Juda ‘thofe who had talight the good know-" 
xvii ly parehere calledoprinces of IP 


ledge’ of the bord, ch - 
rath as before. fathers of [fracl, chap. xix.l8.becaufe they 
were Lfiaélites ‘indeed; men of integrity. The fword' which 
the good father- had put into their hands, this wicked fon 
fheathed in theit'-bowels Wo unto him that thus foundeth a 
kingdom i in blood, Hab. ii. E255 
willif nklthefaperftimétare 


begh ap" of A BS 


3. Thaw Jehoram was''a? moft wicked king, that corrupted 


and*debauched his kingdom, ' ruined the°reformation that his 
good father and grandfather had carried’ on ¥ He walked in 
the way of the houfe of Ahab, ver. 6i-made high places; which’ 
the people were of themfelves ‘too forwatd to iriake, and did 
his utmoft to'fet up idolatry again, vero'rp. Cr. As for the’ 
inhabitants’ of Jerufalem, where'‘he kepé ‘his court, he-eafily 
drew them into his'fpiritial whoredom; he catifed them to com- 
mit fornication, feducing them 10 eat sites \facrificed to idols,” 
Revrii,ol ™(2,)v The ‘country-peoplé {eem ‘to’ have ‘been 
more hatdly brought? to ie; butthey that wouldnt be’ cor” 
rupted bycflatteries;! were: driven cby force to partake’ in'this‘abo- 
pice sia Ki ert ges day one thereto. pl He wi ee 


C HOR ON LG E 8: 


| heré.given,.not only why, God permitted i it, butiwhy. they did Ze 


Elijate the prophet, faying, Thus fait fake Lory ‘3 


'Thofe that mean ilk 


Ets likely, ° Jehoram ha-’'’ 
ted his brethreny and flew them, for the fame reafon that Cain’ 


hated” Abel, and flew him, obecaufe their piet condemned this -| 
en And ‘thou foalt have. great fic 


‘With thent he: flew divers of 'the°pritices' of Iftael, 


the Lorp ftirred up agit, Jehoram, ae teem “) 


it will prove a foundation that \ 


the youngeft of his:fons. 


in procefs of time,, after fei Ce a 


Chapa. XE 
power for the deftrugtion, of, the ighurch,t whith was given his 
for the edification of its. ah 

4. "That when he forfook God and his worthip, his fabjetts. 
withdrew fron their allegiance to him. (1.) Some ar 
provinces. abroad aids fo, thatswere ‘tributaries to himy -Tthe — 
Edomites revolied, .. ver. 8.4 and though.jhe: chaftifed | the | 
ver, 9. (2.), One of athe, gries of bis awn Jeingdon. a 


Libnah. revolted, ver. 10. and, fet up for arfree flate,. as of oldss— 
it had a king of its .own, {Jolly xiiid Ssh tAnd. the reafon is , | 


it ;, they fhook off his government, begaufe +he,had, forfaken the 
Lord, God:of his fathers, was become .anjidolatery andi.a wor- 
fhipper of falfe gods; and they; could, not), continue, fabject to, fc 
him,, without Ree danger of being, themlfelyes alfo, drawn away: 
from>God and their, duty., . While he, adhered: to God, they. 
adhered toyhimi; but when ke. calt. God. off, they.caft,him off 
Whether. this. reatins will jattify,, them ,;,ina, their, revolt “RO, It 
will jultify God’s providence which,ordered it fo.jsfag a) 38 A 


& That, ae God was tender, pal his, correank tnt 2 an 


7 te things we had. before, 2) aan srintmaa The i! 
tenor of the. covenant was, that Dayid’s feed fhouldsbe \wifited . 
for their tranfgrefhions, but. the, cayspart gaveraule boi pe 
Bee Pfal. Ixxxix. 30. 


LWORTS b bil to nee rr 
oh 


@ And there caine'a eto Siok from 


\ 
t 


God ‘of David thy father, Becaufe ae 100 haft x not ae 
walked 4 in the ways of Jehotha 1phat thy, father, =<) 
or inthe ways of Afa king of. Judah; «3 -Buti> 
aft: walked 1 in the way of the: kings'df Ifradl" | 
and haft’made Judah and the inhabitants of Jeo 
rufalem ¢ to go a- whoring, like to the Shoked ne 
of the houfe of Ahab, and, allo; haft. flain. thy. 
brethren: of thy father’s houfe; eames were bet ang 

ter than thyfelf: 14 Behold, with apr predt plagtic Bay 
will the Lorn finite’ thy” “peop 1é, ‘and (thy chi oH Seay, 
dren, and thy wives,-and a thy psrateonah 
cnefs by difeafe of. : 
thy bowels, until thy bowels fall out, by reafon’” 
of ‘the ficknefs day by day.” 16°F. ‘Motéover er 


of the ‘Philiftines, and.of t e. Arabians, thatrwere: we 
near the’Ethiopians. . 17 And: they ‘came’ up. 
into’Judah, and brake into it; ec Bs 


all the fubfance® that ‘Was found “the ‘k a 
houfe, and his fons alfo, and, his v Saat ee Bee - 
there was never, ai fon left. a Saves i lath 
18s A pe all. 
this, the Lorp fmote hiny vin his bowels,” than? ee 

that, | 


incurable difeafe. 19 °An¢ it canie! to pals pan 
his bowels. fell out by reafon of at ations 
he died of fore‘ difeafes "And his peopl 
no ‘burning for hitn;: aie tHe on) OF 
thers, 3 Eada LW, 


when he | 


els b-foull 


ie a *) ond 
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ng defired  howbeit they buried him in the 
-eity of David, but not in the fepulchres of the 
“Kings. 2 | 

© Here is, 1. A warning fiom God fent to Jehoram by a 
writing’ from’ Elijah the prophet. By this it appears, that Je. 
horam: came’to the throne, and fhewed himfelf what -he was 
“Before Ehjah’s tranflation. It is true, we find Elifha attend- 
ing Jehofhaphat, and defcribed to be he that poured water on 


-gravation of his degeneracy. 

_. tft, His-crimes are plainly charged upon him. — His!depar- 
_ ture from the good ways of ‘God, in. which -he-hadbeenedu-_ 
“cated, and which he had been directed: and encouraged to walk 
in by the example of his good father and_ Eee baie ; 
» lived and diéd in péeacé/ and ‘honour, Verh 2. ~ His ‘conform: 
ty to the ways of the Houfe of Ahab, ‘that? intipious feaddalous 
- family,: his fetting, up Oe ace inj his Kingdom, 
and murdering his brethren, becayfe theyrwere better; than dim-., 
» felf, ver. 13: : mga eee a ety ea : 
y him. ; YEOQRMY SLES at gah LOO W eR (OD) O45 sss 


-. adly, Judgment-is given ‘again tt him for’ thefe “crimes > He ‘ 
is plainly telds that his:fin fhould certainly’ be rithe cruiny! (1) 
Of his kingdom and family, ver. 14: with a heavy ftroke; evens 
‘that of war and captivity, wi// the Lord fmite thy people and 
thy children ?. &c. Bad men bring God’s judgments upon all 
about them. — His people jettly faffer, becaufe they had com- 
plied with his idolatry; land’his wives, becaufe they had drawn 
him,ta it. (2.) Of his, {healthy card , life.!:* Thou. fhalt have 


x5. Thiy he is warned of before. - That his blood might be 
upon hig head, the watchman had delivered his foul ; and that 
when thefe thin gs fo particularly foretold ‘camie to’ pafs, it might 
“appear they: did not/comeiby chance, but!as the punifhment of 
his fins, and were fofintended.,; Andnow, as he had learned” 
of Ahab to do wickedly,, ify he had but learned even of Ahab 
to humble bimfelf upon the receipt of this threatening meflage 
from Elijah : ifAiKe him, (1 “Kings xxi. 27.)-he had rent his 
clothes, puton fackoloth, and fafed, who knows but, like him, 
he might, have| obtained at laft a reprieve? But it doth not ap- 
pear, that.he took. notice of it, he threwst by as watte-paper 5 


BRR 


_ Elijah feemed to. him as one that mocked. But they that will 
not believe, fhall feel. Pd Oe 
ay The judgimetits thtearened broight:tipdn him becaufe be _ 
_ flighted the warning‘! No ‘marvel bardéned inners are:not 
_ frightened from, fin, and forr gpentance;-byithe ;threatenings of | 
epeilery Jn promenade PRT cr aRIONE ene 
_ the certain res of mifery in si wor rity inking of their 
-eltates, and th Gain af tigie Healebss Sil “pot! reftrain, them — 
from Viéious courkes. ad bay’ HQT O ats he pep f 
sf SeecJeborarh, herescftrippédiof all'ibis:comforts God ” 
fivred op the fpirit of his neighbours againft him, who had:Jo- 
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great fickne/s,wery painful and tedious, and/mortal atlaft, ver. | 


757 
ved and feared Jehothaphat, but hated and defpifed him, look- 


ing wpon it as a {candalous thing for a‘nation. to change their 
‘gods. Some occafion or other they took to quarrel with him, 
invaded his country ; but, as it fhould feem, fought neither» a- 
gain{tdmall nor-great, but the king’s houfe-only ; they made 
diredtly to that, and carried away all the fubflance that was 
found in it : no mention. is made of their carrying any away 
captive, but the Aing’s. wives and his fons, ver. 17«. Thus God 
made it evident, that the controverfy was. with him, and. his 
houfe.. Here‘it is only faid,. they carried.away his fons ;..but. 
we find, chap. xxii.'1, that they /lew them all. Blood for. 
blood.. He had flain’ all his brethren to ftrengthen himfelf, 
and now all his fons are flain, but one; and fo. he is weaken- 
ed. Ifthe had not been of the houfe of David, that one had. 
not efcaped.. When Jerobéam’s houfe, and Baafha’s, and A- 
hab’s, -were deftroyed, there was none left; but David’s houfe 
mutt not bewholly extirpated, though fometimes wretchedly 
degenerated, -becaufe a. blefling was. in it.no-lefs a blefling . 
than that,ef the, Mefhiahi),, 


| .2dly,,Seehim tormented with. /ore difealess and of long con- - ° 


tingnce,fach ag were/threatéaed in-the daw, again{t ithofe that 
would not fear the (Lord. theirs Godly Deut. xxwille $85 59-oe 
His, difeafe was -very-grievous;rit,laytin-his bowels;.a continual 
priping of the igutsé (With! that there was a complication, of 
other fore difeafes..’ dt-was very; tedious,/ two years he conti« 
nued ill, and: could-get'no relief; for the difeafe. was incurable, : 
though he was:in the prime, of his-time, snot) forty:.years old, 
Afa, whofe heart was perfeé with God, though; in fome),in- 
ftances he ftept.afide, was difeafed.only in his feet; but, Je- 
horam, whofe heart was-wicked,! was {truck in. his! inwards; 
and, he.that had. no, bowels.of compaflion towards his brethreny .. 
was.fo,plagued.in: his bowels, that they-fell out..Even good. 
men, and thofe who, are very: dear, to, God, maybe afided 
with difeafes of this kind 5, but,to, them)they are, fatherly hchaf- . 
tifements ; and, bythe fupport/ of divine. confolations, the foul. 
may: dwell apjeafe,éven then when: the body. lies in. pain. 
Thefe, fore difeafes feized him juftafter his,houle was plunder. ‘ 
ed,.and his,wives and -children carried away. >(1-) Perhaps 
his grief.and anguilhof mind for that calamity,, might occafion. 
his -ficknefs,. or)at leatt contribute to the heightening of it. (2.), 
By his ficknefs he, was: difabled. to do any thinig for the /reco-- 
very) of them, jor the revenge of the injury done himé «( 3e)odt- 
added, no,doubt,.very:much to his grief in. his ficknefs, | that; 
he wanted the fociety of his wives,and, children, and that, all... 
the fubftancesof his houfe, was carried) away... |) To} be fick and . 
poor, fick and folitary, but efpecially to be fick andiin fin, fick : 
and under the curfe of God, fick,and to. have wo grade to -bear- 
it with, no inward comfort to,balance,it withs, 1s a moft de. 
plorable cafe. . wit sora! Ie bed .rediet- bqeq” adit 
gdly, See shim buried in’ difgrace. Heoreigned but eight», 
years, and then departed without being defired; yers.29, «Nox « 


body valued him while-he lived, none Jamentéd, him  whenjjhe 


died,, but, wifhed. never greater lofs, camewton Jerufalem: To > 
fhew what litle affection,or refpect  theysdiad. for him, theyo, 
would not dury him in the fepulchres, of the kings, as. thinking » 
him unworthy to be nambered among them, who had kinged,« 
it fo ill. . The. excluding of his body from the fepulchres of 
his fathers, might be ordered by Providence, as an intimation ° 
of the-everlafting, feparation of'the fouls of the, wicked, afters. 
death from, the f{pirits of juft men.\,,, This further difgrace,they 5 
put\upondinm, that they made no burning for him, like the burn-. 
ing of his fathers, Nets 19» His memory was far from being: 
{weet.and precious,to them; ‘and therefore they did not ho- 
‘nour it-with any fweet odours, or» precious fpices, though we » 
may fuppofe his dead, body,, after, fo long and loathfome-a. dif; 
eafe, needed fomething to perfume it. The generality of ue 
people, 


io 


Il, 


an 
people, though prone enough to idolatny,.yet had no true kind- - 
nefs for their idolatrous kings. Wickednefs and profanenefs 
make men defpicable, even-in the eyes of thofe who have but 
little religion themfelves, whilft-natural:confcience itfelf, often 
gives honour to thofe who are. truly pious, They. ‘that.de/pife 
* God fhall be lightly ¢ ies as sone WAS. isk 


CHAP. XXIT, Po i 
We read in the foregoing chapter” of the ‘carrying away of | 
Jehoram’s fons and his wives’; but here we find one of bis 
fons, and one of his wives left, his Jon Abaziah, and, bis 
wife Athaliah, both refer ned to be: the Jbame and plague of | 
bis family. ‘1. Ahaztahqwas the Jhame ofit as a parta- | 
ker, (1.) In his fin, and, (2.) In the defirudtion of the boufe | 
of Abab, ver,.1,—9.- Hy, Athaliah was the plague ofr; 
for [be de ofroyed all the {Sipe and ufurped the throne, 
ver. TOs——1 2. 
ND the inhabitants ok Jerailem made. A« 
haziah his youngeft fon, king> in his 
ftead : “for the band ofmen that came with the | 
Arabians tothe camp, . had flain all the eldett. 
So Ahaziah the fon of Jehoram, king;of Judah — 
neigned. , 2, Forty and two years-old jaas Aha+ 
ziah when he; began to. reign, and. he reigned | 
one year, in Jerufatem.?, his, mother’s name alfo 
was. Athaliah, the daughter of Omri. 
fo walked in. the ways of the houfe of Ahab: 
for his mother was his counfellor to do wick- . 
edly. 4 Wherefore he did, evil in the fight; of 
the Lorp, like the houfe of Ahab: for. they. 
were his; counfellors after the death of his fa: 
ther, to his deftrudtion. 5 He walked alfo 
after their counfel, and went with Jehoram the 
fon of Ahab king of Ifrael, to war againft Ha- 
wo king ‘of Syria at. Ramoth-gilead : and the 
Syrians f mote, Joram. 6,And she returned to 
be healed in Jezreel, becaufe - -of. the. wounds 
which. were. given him, (at. Ramah, when he 
fought with “Hazael king of. Syria. And Azato 
riah the fon of Jehoram.king of}, Judah, :went : 
down, to. fee Jehoram,t the fen of Ahabiat Jez 
reel, becaufe.hie was fi ka tt, And; the; deftrac- ; 
tion of Selamat 9 of God -by.;coming;to Jo=y 
ram :, for. whenyhe;was come, he went out with; 
Jeboram againi Jebu the fon of Nifbmi, whom | 
The Hane ha asiented. shia she dinate of 
Ahab. ads 8 And it came, to, pals that when: Jehu 
wag enecutng Arno upon, theshoufe of As 
hab, and age? g pringes pot, fudphs fand} the} 
fons of the k face Pt ible eB Bio AIRS. apni tters ¢ 
ed to Abaziah 5, he... flew, themq.u@ And. hes: 
fought Ahaziah: and they caught, himd(fobber 
was hid in, | Samar ) anid brgught dhim,toi Jolin vai 
and when they had lain him, they buried diipo, 
becaufe re aid. they); be ay the, fon ef jehofhas: 
ee who fought the Lorn with all;his Hea:tis 


3 \He ale | 


counfellors. to da’ wickedly, and it was to his deftruétion. 


CHRON I C DE Ss, 
So the houfe 6fAhaziah had tts 'to ke 


| puted to the author, but the candid reader amendsithem by the 
| fenfe, or by comparing them with: fome hnaasieke “3 edit: : 
| as we may eafily do this. 


ithofe, of  Baalim, ; and them to, be as greatyand as goody ag. ; 
and upon, this account more eligible than raul Baalim en- 


e 


_and referved for the crown, notwithftanding he was the young. 
“eft of them. Though the inhabitants of Ferufalen, when the 
~ had buried his father inglorioufly, made him king, in’ hopes : 

would take warning By that not toitread his fteps; sbut wor 

do better for himfelf and his kingdom, yet he was not influen- 
’ ced by the favours either of God or man, but walked ér tn the way 
of the honfe of Ahab, did evil in the fight of the L 


fhipped, Baalim ‘and Athtaroth, fuppofing (as the learned Bi-. 
_might have eafier accefs to the Supreme Numen, the God sae 


Ifrael;\or that the/e they might refort to, at all timesy-and 
| matters as being nearer at hand, and nat of fo bighta 


| were nor worfe ; and am jealous’ that ‘they Took a ck “uh = 
Acoderadte 


Chap, x 


ae “i 


ftill the kingdom. eee i ee as 
, We have here an-account sa the reign of hei; a ‘hot | 
reign, but of one year, yet long enough unlefs-it liad been’ bet sf 
ter. He was Called Jehoahazy chap. xxi. 17? here Abaziah, | 
which j is the fame name,cand of the fame fignificatian, only | 
words; of which it is compounded tranfpofed.. He is here {aid 
to be forty-two years old when hejbegan‘to yeign, ver. 22} which 
could not be, for his father, his immediate predeceffor, was but — 
forty when -he died 3 .and itois faid, (2'Kings viii. 26. that he 
was: twenty-two years-old phen he hegantorrelgn. Some make 
this forty-two.to be the age ofhis *motheroAthaliah ; for in the 
original it.is, ewas the fon of forty-two years, ioe. the fon’ 
a mother that was,of that agej'and juftly.asher. age put for his) 
in reproach to him, becaife {he wmanagedhim,’ and did what — 
fhe would; fhe in effegt reigned, and he had little mcre thay 
the title of. king. ; Many-good expofitors'are ready'to yield this, 
with fome few more fuchdifficulties, to-arife from the miftake — 
of fome tranfcriber, who put forty-two for twenty-two; andthe — 
ope by which the error fhould have been corrected, ‘ihight'le | . 
Many ancient tranflations read it here twentys two.’ Few 
Se are. now printed without fome errata 5 yet the authors. 
not therefore difown. them ; nor are the-errors of the ‘prefs ir 


ees 


ne 
rer Siteeta Write: icpapnemdead oe 


The biftory of Ahaziah’s reign i is: ‘bei fig fidiesie ui: in twe 
claufes, ver. 3, 4. That his mother, and her:telations’ were’ his 


1. He did wickedly. Though  by,a fpecial providence » of 
God he was preferved alive, when. all his brethren were flain, 


ord, ike them, 
ver. 3,4. i.e. he worthipped the fame falfe pods that they wore 


fhop Patrick thinks) that thefe demons, as mediators, bik 


dignity, 

ofa Mt nature between the immortal God aod mort aa men: 
| deified ‘heroes ; fo | they worthipped eae? the ¢ aH of of 
doth {iints “and? angels.” "That was ‘bad enough 


¥ 


'vahy the God. of; their fathers, to: be ialtogether fa 


‘coufagetl alf mannersof lewdnels and fen fuahity 
pers, which the God of Hrael triatly forbade. 


ner neh 


2. He was counfelled by bis mother, and b 

do fo. She das Bi: ali ae nd ref a 
thereat of bis father, ee ve i Mie “father lived, ; 
caté'te Keep hit ere eu he. vate 
of Athab featea ‘ at a fale 5 ue ae 7 f 
frowraty ay there fore th ey eg ja ‘ 
tighttdity tnd to'make im, Jéven.simer, spo 

than themed! sat sua 
(TAS Youty pr Eni i 

eae in ites a 7 
witestchut hud Been’ famous epee 


vi 
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“Chap, XXL. 1 CHRO 


teaching the knowledge of God:s hut. the: *houfe of Ahab hu- 
“movred him, and de walked after thein coun/el, gave himfelf, up 

“to be led by them, and did juft as they would have him. Thus 

do they debaie and deftroy eerie that forfake the divine 
conduct, 

3. He was counfelled . by:them to tig deftruftion. So it 
proved. Thole that couhfel us to do. wickedly; ‘counfel is to 
our deftruatign ; while they fawn and flattes,-and pretend friend- 

_fhip, they are really our worlt en¢miess © They that’ debauch 
young men, deftroy, them: 

iff, It was.bad enough that they ecepaleeh ‘hint! to the: fun 

af the Syrians, drawing him-in tto\join ‘with: Joram king of If 


- vael,.in an expedition, to. Ramoth-gilead, where Joram was — 
‘Thofe | 


wounded ; an expedition» that«was not for his honours: 
that give us-ill counfel in the affairs:of religion,’ if we take “it, 


© God may juftly make: them: our couifellors to do foolitily i in | 


" eur own affairs. — But that was nor all?” 

_2dly, By engaging: him: imam intimacy with Jovan: kide of 
Viel, they involved -him in-the.common ruif‘of the- Houle’ of 
Ahab... He:cameconia,vifit to Joram, ver. 6: juft at the time 
that Jehu, was-executing the judgment of God upon that ido- 
datrous family,sand fo was cut! off with them, ver. 19. 
Heres, (1) See and dread the 'mifchief of bad) company, “and 
of joining in; with {inners. “If not the infeGioa,'yet let the de- 
ftrugtion, be: feared 3; Come out from Babylon, that falling houfe, 
| Rev. xviii. 6. <i) Seevand acknowledge the juftice of God. 
His providence brought Ahaziah juft at this fatal junéture to 
fee Joram, that-he might fall with him, and be taken’ as in a 
foare, This. we had ano account’ of before, 2 Kings ix. 27, 

628. Ttis there added; ‘that he was decently’ biaee fey! as “Jee 
- horam;-whofe dead! body was’ ‘caft into Naboth’s ° ‘vineyard, 

- 2.Kings ix. 26./and the reafon given is, becaufe| Ke was the’ 
_ for, (¢.,e-\the grandfon) of: ik Jehothaphat, who fought Be 
- Lord -with all his ‘heart.~'Thus is he: remembered with 
honour Jong afterthis death;: wail fome refpet fhewed’ even to 
-his degenerate unworthy feedfor his fake. The memory of the 
poh is) pees fy dt the name 2 of the’ ‘avicked feall rot. 


) 


. wed 7 But when ‘Athaliah: the'mother ée ANAS 
~-tiah faw that her for'was dead, fhe arofe, and 
-deitroyed all the feed- royal of the, houfe of Ju- 
dah, 11 But t Jehothabeath the daughter of the 
king, took. joath.the fon: of Ahaziah, ‘and:ftole 
him, from among'the king’s fonsthaz were Main, 
and’ pot‘him ‘and his’ nutfe in'a bed-chamber. 
“So Jehothabeath the daughter of king Jehoram, 
the wife of. Jehoiada. the prieft (for (he was the 
"fifter of Ahazia’,) hid him from Athaliah, fo that 
the fleve: im | moti a2 And ne was > with them 


“We have ree we-' Had reel z els Ri. 3, €5c. 
= pQAE wicked” Aan endeavouring to deftroy the houfe of 
is “Dai, ‘that fhe mipt it fet tas ilies or set upon the ruins. 
of i it.” Atthaliah’ barb aro! eed sige » Veh. 10. 


4 _ per i! intending 0 tran sean “ihe ae rs > after her- 
elf, efene “Of Hy ewes elations, “thar Be nah Paige, 
“eit oi Tradl Si ae ria plant pus Bie v.40 
aS good’ ‘uomah' ef Hel lee nlp eng whol, sell 
pacipae “ Otie rae i ae ie “ofa year” t 
aioe rt Fe ig the dea 2 rte if aie the 
i of Jal 2 yaa ky 3 vere 1, BQ. ae’ M30 
4 sh on 
z, 
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Ad in ithe houfel ‘of “Godi” “Te And he ‘fet'a 
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dained for God's ann for no word of God fhall fall te 
the ground. 


CRP APY XT 
Six years bloody Athaliab had tyrannized ; inthis chapter we 
have her depofed and flain, and: Youypa ther: ghtful heir én~ 
throned. We had the Story before, much as itis here re- 
luted, 2 Kings ix, 49,00. oly Jekoiada prepared the people 
Sor the hing, acquanied them with hiy. defign, armed them, 
and appoutted them their pofft, vets ty--1Q» 11. Produced 
the king to the people, crowned and anointed him, ver. 11+ 
Til... He Slew the ufurper, Vet. 12)—-15, IV. He vue 
the kingdom, re. -fablifbed CR and 7, chorea the. aul 
EOVEr nme nt, VET Oya 2h « f 
Fe Saas in‘the-féeventh:- year Jehoiada ftrenath. 
ened himfelf ‘and took ‘the ¢aptains of 
hundreds, Azariah the fon of Jeroham, and ihe 
maelothe “fort ‘oft Jehohanan; and “Azatiah 
fon of Obed, and Maaféiah the fonof A fat 
and Elithaphet the fon of Zichtt ihto'eoveblant 
| with him! |'2 And they wentabdbt iA ‘Fitdah, 
_ and gathered ‘the’ Levites out! oF all the: cities of 
| Judah, and ‘theehief of the fathers of Ifrael and 
_ they:came’ to‘ Jerafalem,’ 3 "Aid? all' thé ‘conte | 
Bases made a covenant with’ the. King tp the 
eld 


1, ey 


| vi ye! ‘fell 4 | a ohne 4 HOKE 
| othe fabbath of the prié Sai 8 af he Levite 
foal be portefs of the ais6u3%6 ip vie And’a «hie 
part /hall be at the’ king’s' houfe? ‘aid & athitd 
part at the pate’ of the foundation - and all’ the 
people fall be iii the courts Of eet tite: ‘ok t the 
| Eorpi 56 But'létnoné conte ‘ints the houfe of 
the Lorn, fave the priefts, and’ they’ thar minis 
{ter of the Levites; they’ fhall’go%in, for they « are 
holy: but all the’ ‘people’ hall’ Keep the wate 
of the Lorp. And the ce ia halt’ cont] 
) the king round: about} every man With his being 
| pons in his hand, and ‘Wholbevel eet thins 
| to the /houfe, hé'fhall be pat "to death’? vit Wes 
| you with the king ‘when’ he’ comethitn, and - 
| when he goeth out. ‘8 So’the’ ‘Levités" ghd a i | 
_ Judah did according to all things that Jehoiada, 
| the prieft had commanded, and todk every man, 
his'nen'that ‘were to come! in onthe fabbath, 
| with them that Were‘to go ou? on the ‘fubbath>” 
. forJehoiada the’ prieft difinifled not the couifes. | 
_ g Moreover, Jehoiada the prieft’ delivered to chee 
_ captains ‘of hundreds, {pears, ‘and bucklers, and. 
fhields, that bad Been king David’s, which an, : 
t 
| people (every iman havitig: “his weapon in’ his": 
| hand)pfrom'the ight fide ‘of the temple to 


rou ee 


to the: 
| left fide of ‘the témple, along by’ the Va fa 
the 


»690 If. 


_the temple, by the king round about. 11 Then 

. they brought out the king’s fon, and put upon 
him the crown, and gave him the teftimony,and 

made him king: and Jehoiada and his fons a- 

nointed him, and faid, God fave the king. 


We may well imagine the ill pofture of affairs in Jerufalem 
during Athaliah’s fix year’s ufarpation, and may wonder that 
God permitted it, and his people bore it folong. But after 
fuch.a dark and tedious night, the returning day in this revo- 
lution was the more bright, and the more welcome. ‘The con. 
-tinuance of David’s feed and throne was what God had fworn 
by his holinefs, Pfal. Ixxxix. 36. and an interruption was no 
defeazance ; the {tream of government here runs again in the 
right channel. The inftrument and chief manager of the re- 
{toration is Jehoiada. 

t. He here appears to be a man of great condud; that re= 
feryed the young prince for fo many years, till he was fit to ap- 
pear in public, and till the nation was grown weary of the ufur- 
per; prepared his work before-hand, and then effected it with 
admirable fecrecy and expedition. When God has work to 
do, he will quality and {pirit men for it. 

2. A man of great intereft. ‘The captains joined with him, 
ver.1. The Levites and the chief of the fathers of Ifrael came at 
his call to Jerufalem, ver. 2. and were there ready to receive 
his orders. See what a command wifdom and virtue will give 
men. The Levites and all Fudah did as Fehoiada commanded; 
ver. 6. and (which is ftrange) all that were intrufted with the < 
fecret kept their own counfel, till it was*executed. Thus the 
words of the wife are heard in quiet, Eccl. ix. 17. : 

3. A man of great faith: It was not only common equity, 
much lefs his wife’s relation to the royal family, that put him | 
upon this undertaking, but a regard to the word of God, and 
the divine entail of the crown: ver. 3. The king’s fon fhall 
reign, mutt reign, as the Lord hath faid. His eye to the pto- 

“mife, and dependence upon that, added a great deal of glory to 
this undertaking. rift 

4. A man of great religion. This matter was to be done in 
the temple, which might occafion fome breach of rule, and the 
neceflity of the cafe might be thought to excufe it; but he gave’ 
fpecial order that none of the people fhould come into the houfe 
of the Lord, but the priefts and Levites only, who were holy, 
upon pain of death, ver. 6, 7. Never-let facred things be pro- 
faned, no not for the fupport of civil rights. : 

5. A man of great refolutioi. When he had undertaken 
this bufinefs, he went through with it, drought out the king, 
crowned him, and gave him the teftimony, ver.\11. Te ventured 
his head, but it was in a good caufé, and therefore he went on 
boldly. It is here faid, that his fons joined with.him in anoint- 
ing the young king, one of which, it is likely, was that Zecha- 
rias whom Joafh afterwards put to death’for reproving him, 
chap. xxiv. 20.3 which'was fo much the more ungrateful, be- 
caufe he had actually a hand in anointing him. 


124 Now when Athaliah heard the noife of 
the people running and_praifing the king, fhe 
came to the people into the houfe.of the Lorn. 

13 And the looked, and behold, the king ftood 
at his pillar, at the entering in, andthe princes 
and the trumpets by the king: and all the peo- 
ple of the land rejoiced, and founded with trum- 
pets, alfo the fingers with inftruments of mufic; 
and fuch as-:taught to fing praife. ‘Then Atha- 


CHRONIC L ES. 


| vid. . 19 And he fet the porters at the gates of | 


bles, and the governors ‘of the people, and all 


to fee what they defpaired of ever feeing, a king of the houfe 


man fo far honoured, yO SE Raa eee ae 
Bae: The original contract agreed to, ver. 16. “In the Kings» 
| it was faid Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord, the 
| people, and the king, 2 Kings xi. 17, Here it is faid to. 
| between him, the people, andthe king; for he, as God’s pr 
| Was his reprefentative in, this tranfaétion, or a fort of mec 

a ay ses oy } ~_ es 3 . : » 


‘Chap. Sh 
peatiott Tete A a 
liah rent her clethes, and faid, Treafon, treatenta 


14 Then Jehoiada the prieft brought out the 

captains of hundreds that were fet over the ho. 4 
and faid unto them, Have her forth of the renee 
and whofo felloweth her, let him be flain with — 
the fword. For the prieft faid, Slay her not int 


4 
i 


her there. .169And Jehoiada madea covenant | 
between him, and between all the people, and’ 
between the king, that théy fhould be the Lorp’s © 
people. 17 Then all the people went to the | 
houfe of Baal, and brake it down, and brake his” 
altars, and his images in pieces, and flew Mat- 
tan the prieft'of Baal before the altars. 18 Alfo | 
Jehoiada appointed the offices of the houfe of — 
the Lorp by the hand ofthe priefts the Levites, | 
whom David had diftributed in the houfe of the 
Lorp, to offer the burnt-offerings of ‘the Lorn, || 
as it is written in the law of Mofes, with rejoi-. | 
cing and with finging, as it is ordained by Da- 


engine 
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the houfe of the Lorn, that none which was 
unclean in any thing, fhould enter im. 20And | 
he took the captains of hundreds, and the no- ~ 


the peoplé of the land, and brought down the » 
king from the houfe of the Lorn: and they came’ 


. through the high gate into the king’s houfe,and — 
‘fet the king upon the throne of the kingdom. 


21 And all the people of the land rejoiced: and’ 


|. the city was quiet, after that they had flain A~ 
thaliah with the fword. Bei ty inten aeeeh 


_ Here is, 1. The people pleafed, ver. 12,13. When the king 
ftood at his pillar, whofe right it was to ftand there, all the peo~ 
ple of the land rejoiced to fee a rod fprung out of the flem o 4 
Feffe, Uf. xi. 1. when it feemed a withered root is day broad 


+ 


Ay 
of David ; what a pleafing farprife was it to them! They ran 
in tranfports of joy to fee this fight, -praifed the king, and prai- 
fed God} for they had with them fuch as taught to fing praife. 

2. Athaliah flain. She ran herfelf upon the point: of the 
fword of juftice ;\ for, imagining her intereft much better tharr 
it was, fhe ventured into the houfe of the Lord at that time, and 
cried; Treafon, treafon; bat no body feconded her or fided’ 
with hér; the pride of her heart deceived her; the thought all 
was her own, whereas nbne were ‘cordially fo. “Jehoiada, as 
protector in the king’s minority, ordered her to be flain, vers 


| 14. which was done immediately, ver. 15. only ‘care was ta-_ 


ken that the fhould not be /lain in the houfe of the Lord ; that 


facred place mult not be fo far difgraced, nor that-wicked 
C Sey Ameae rg: 4 PS 
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ad es Se ee ee - 5 . ’ 
as Mofes wass? “Phe! indénturé was tripartite ; 'but thectrue in- 


© tert andemeaning of thewhole was; that they Jhould beithe Lord’s 
‘\ people. -God'covenanted.by Jehoiadar to. take them. for. his peo- 


_ ple; the king and people covenanted with him to be-hisy and | 


thenthe king covenanted with the people to govern them as 
the people of God, ‘and the people with the king to~be fubje& to 


© it will have a.mighty, influence uponus. in the difcharge of all 

our duty both to God and man. > 
> 4. Baal'deftrdyed, ver. 17. “They-had notidone fo much as 
_ half their work, ifthey had Oorly deftroyéd the ufurper of thie 
_ king’s right, -and-not the ufarper sof God’s right; if they bad 
_ -afferted the’ honour of the thronejand not that ofjthe,altar 5, the 
- grteate(t grievance of Athaliah’s reign, was-the bringing in the 


a worfhip of Baal, and fupporting of that; therefore that muft be | 


abolifhed ‘in the firft'place. Doiwn with Baal’s houfe, his al- 


> tars, his images $sdown with them-allpand let theiblood’of his _ 


 prieft bermingled with’ his faerifices.;: for, Ged-had command- 
‘ed that feducers to idolatry fhould: be. put.to. death, Deut. xii. 


Sy Cs eee 4 . BE : 
P22 ane ‘temple-fervice revived, ver. 18, 19. That had been - 
“Heglected inthe Jaft reigns; the prieft and people wanting ei- | 
ther power or tzeal:torkeep it up;'/whenithey had. princes that 
_ were -difaffected.to its) But Jehoiada put the offices, of the haoufe 
_ of the Lord into.the proper courfe, and proper hands, again, | 
_. which in the late times had been difturbed and invaded. ~(1.) 
- ‘He appointed the priefts to their courfes, for the due offering — 

‘of facrifites’according to the law of Mofes. (2.).The fingers | 
‘to theirs: according to the appointment of David. “Phe facri- 
_ fices (it fhould feem).were. offered with rejoicing and finging, 
- and,good reafon 'we joy in God when we receive the atonement, 


Rom. v. rr. °(3.) The porters were put in their refpective | 
~ pofts as David ordered, ver. 19. and their office was‘to take | 
~~ *eare}that none who were upon/any account ceremonially unclean, © 
~ fhould, be admitted into the,courts of the temples} ying) 
_ 6. The civil, government re-eftablifhed, ver. 20. They | 
brought the king in ftate to his own palace, and fet him upon 
_ the thrdne of \the kingdom, to give law, and give judgment, or | 
his tutor for/him. °:Thus was this happy revolution perfected, | 
~ the generality of. the people rejoiced in it, the reftywere quiet, | 
and mai €,nooppofition, ver, 21. ‘When the Son of Dayid is 
giieg * EEO VV Se bp es ons 2+ 
oa inthroned in the foul,, all is quiet, and {prings of joy are o- 


I A invites 160k Fe dby Bob X Wester i te EA 
We have bene the hiftory of thereiga of Joa/b, the progre/s, 
aud elpecially the period of which, was not of a.prece with 
dts, hegianing, nor [bone with fo much lufre: How wonder- 
Mey hen e.was preferved for the \throne,and placed an it, we 
read before.. Nowhere we aretold bow he\began in the 
-., Upirit, but, ended in the flefhu. 1, Inthe beginning of bis time, 
- wwbile Jeboiada fived, he: did wells, particularly, he took | 

.4,,8are, to put the.temple in good repair, ver. 1,—1 4. Il. Jn 
i the latter end of his time, after Febotada’s death, be apofta- | 
tized from God, and his apoftaly was.bis ruin. (1-) He fet) 
up the worfhip of Baal agains yer. 15,7718. éhough warn-- 
ed ta.the contrary, ver..19,, (2+) He put Zechariah the : 
prophet todeath, becaufe he reproved bim for it, ver,20,— | 
22. IL. The judgments of God came upon him. for it. The | 


SARE RAM Vt 


eteiendinin ths detcteteeei oes epepeniantenianasine 


% 


.. tifeafess, bis own servants. confpired again him and flew 
him s, and, as.a, markyof infamy upon bun, he was not bu- 
; _, nied inthe burying-place of the kings, Ver: 25,—27-° 

“i SH: was feven years old-when he:began | 


> 4p tovreign, and he reigned forty years in Je-' 
m4 - Vor. IL. : 


Syrians invaded him, ver. 23,24. He was firuck with fore 
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rufaleni: hismother’s name alfo was Zibeah of 
Beerfheba. 2 And-Joafh did that which was 
right in the fight.of.the orp, all the days of 
Jehoiadas the: prieft.; 3 And Jehoiada took for 


| him twowives,and he begat fonsiand daughters. 
© im) as theiLord’s. people in his féaand for his fakeyyLet us 
look upon ourfelves‘an@® ane another ag ithe Lord's, people, and 


4 4 And it came to pals after this, that Joafh 
was. minded, to repair, the honfe, of the Lorn. 
3 And hesgathered together the priefts-and thre 
Levites, and {aid'to' them; Go*out unto the cities 
of Judah, and’ gather of all Tfrael money to re- 
pair the .houfe of ;your God. fromyyear, to, year, 
and fee. that ye hafte,the matter: howbeit the 
Levites’ haftened:ginoten6 And the king call- 
ed for Jehoiada the chief, and*faid unto him, 
Why. haft thou not required of the Levites to 
bring in out, of, Judah and.out of Jerufalem, the 
colleGtion, according to.tbecommandmentof Mo- 
fes the fervant’of the Lorpy and of the congre- 
gation of Ifrael, for the tabernacle of witnefs? 
7 For the fons of Athaliah that wicked woman, 
had., broken up:the,,houfe of God, and, alfo all 
the dedicate: things ofthe houfe ofthe Lorp 
‘did®they ‘beftow: upon Baalim. : 8"And ‘at the 
king’s commandment they made a cheft, and 


fet it without at the gate of the houfe of the 


‘Judah and Jerufalem, to bring in to the Lorn, 
‘the colle@tion that Mofes the fervant of God /atd 
‘upon Ifrael in the wildernefs. 10 And all the 
princes, and, all the people rejoiced, and brought 
in, and caft into the cheft, until they had made 
an end... rt Now it came to pafs, that at what 
‘time the cheft was brought unto the king’s of- 
fice, by the hand of the Levites ; and when they 
faw.that there, was, much) money; the, king’s 
feribe;:and» the: high: prieft’s: officer came.and 
emptied the cheft, and took it, and carried‘it to 
“his place again... Thus they did day by day, 
and.gathered,,money.in, abundance. 12, And 
»the:king and, Jehetada gave 
swork'of the fervice of the: houfe of the Lorn, 
and hired mafons and carpenters to repair the 
“houfe.of the Lok, and, alfo fuch as wrought i- 


_13So the workmen wrought, and the work was 
perfected ay them, and’ they fet ‘the houfe of 
“Godsin his ftate, and ftiéngthéned it.” 14 And 
-when they had! finithed it, they. brought the reft 
ofthe motiey before the king “and Jehoiada, 
“whereof were made veffels for the houfe ofthe 
Lorp, even vellelsto minifter,and to offer witbal, 
and {poons, and veffels of gold and filver: and 
c they offered burntofferings in the houfe of the 
‘Edrp continually, all the days of Jehoiada. 
D 


5 This 


Lorp..9 And they made a proclamation.through. 


t : V7 Dk pit af LA TU ‘ 
ron and brais,, to,mend, the houfe, ot the, Lorp. 


it tofuch as did the” 


fea Il. 


This acconnt of Joafh’s good beginnings we had as it ftands 
here, 2. Kings xii. 1, &c. though the latter part of this chap- 
ter, concerning his apattaly we had little of there. What is 
good in men, we fhould take all occafions to fpeak of, and oft 
repeat it; what is evil, we fhould make mention of but {paring- 
ly, and no more than is needful. 

Ms ¢ {hall here only obferve, 

That is a happy thing for young people, when they are 
fessiog out in the world, to be under the direction and conduct 
of thofe that are wife and good, and faithful to them, as Joafh 
was under the influence of “Jehoiada, during whofe time he did 
that which was right. Let thofe that are young, reckon it a 
bleffing to them, md not a burden and check upon them, to 
have thofe with them that will caution them again{t that which 
is evil, and advife and quicken them to that which is good ; 
and let them reckon it not a mark of weaknefs and fubjeétion, 
but of wifdom and diféretion to hearken to fuch. He that will 
not be counfelled, cannot be helped. It is efpecially prudent 
for young people to take advice in their marriages, as foafh 
did, who left it to his guardian to chufe him his wives, becaufe 
Jezebel and Athaliah had been fuch plagues, ver. 3. ‘That is a 
turn of life, which often proves either the making or marring of 
yon people, and therefore fhould be done with great care. 

Men may go far in the external performances of religion, 
ae keep long to them, merely by the power of their education, 


and dheubiucace. oftheir friends, who yet have no hearty af- | 


fection for divine things, nor any inward relifh of them. Fo- 
reign inducements may pufh men on to that which is good, 
who are not acted by a living principle of grace in their hearts. 

3. Inthe fhews of devotion, it is poflible thofe who have 
only the form of godlinefs may out-{trip thofe that have the 
power of it. Joafh is more folicitous and more zealous about 
the repair of the temple than Jehoiada himfelf, whom he re- 
proves for his remiffnefs in that matter, ver. 6. 
build temples than be temples to God. 


+4. The repairing of churches is a good work, which all in : 


their places-fhould promote, for the decency and conveniency 
- of religious affemblies. The learned tell us, that in the Chrif- 
tian church anciently part of the tithes were applied that way. 
5. Many a good work would be done that now lies undone, 
if there were but'a few ’aétive men to ftir in it, and put it for- 
ward. ‘When Joath found that money did not come in as he 
expected one way, he tried another way, and that anfwered the 
intention. Many have honefty enough to follow, that have 
not zeal enough to lead in that which is good. The throwing 
of money into a cheft through a hole in the lid of it, was a 
_ way that had not been ufed before, and perhaps the very new- 
nefs and oddnefs of the thing made it a fuccefsful expedient 
for the raifing of money ; a great deal was thrown in, and 
with a great deal of cheerfulnefs; they all rejoiced, ver, 10. 
An invention to pleafe people’s‘humour, may fometimes bring 
them to their duty. Wifdom herein is profitable to diredt. 
6. Faithfulnefs is the greateft praife, and will be the greateft 
comfort of thofe that are entrafted with public treafure, or em- 
ployed in public bafinefs. The king and Jehoiada faithfully 


paid the money to the workinen, who faithfully did the work, . 


ver. 12, 13- 

454 But Jehoiada waxed old, and was Fall of 
days when he died; an hundred and thirty 
years old was he when he died. 16 And they 
buried him in the city of David among the 
kings, becaufe he had done good in Lrael, both 
towards God, and towards his houfe. 
after the death of Jehoiada, came the princes 
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them again unto the Lorp, and they teftified a~ | 


| bove the people, and faid unto them, Thus © 
faith God, Why tranfgrefs ye the command= 


It is eafier to. 


17 Now 


ere. @ 4 | 


© o¢ 
- 


Chap. XXIV, 


oe 


“Se 


of Judah, and made obeifance to the king: then 
the king hearkened unto them. 18 And they . 
left the houfe of the Lorn God of their fathers, 
and ferved groves and idols: and ‘wrath came 
upon Judah and Jerufalem for this their tref. — 
pafs. 19 Yet he fent prophets to them, to bring | 


a ne mse ear 


in 


gainft them: but. they would not give ear. | 
20 And the fpirit of God came upon Zechariah — 
the fon of Jehoiada the prieft, which ftood a- — 


ments of the ‘Lorp, that ye cannot gt § 
becaufe ye have forfaken the Lorp, he hath 
alfo forfaken you. 21 And they confpired ae a 
gainft him, and ftoned him with ftones at the 3 
commandment of the king, in the court of the 
houfe of the Lorn. 22 Thus Joath the king — 
remembered not the kindnefs which Jehoiada — 
his father had done to him, but flew his fon: : 
and when he died, he Taid, the Lorp look upon | 
it, and tequire it. 23 And it came to oe | R 
at the end of the year, that the hoft of seat | 
came up againft him: and they came to es 
and Jerufalem, and deftroyed all the princes ofS 
the people from among the people, and fent all 
the {poil of them unto the king of Deimaieus 4 
24 For the army of the Syrians came with a {mall 
company of men, and the Lorn delivered a ve- ~ 


““MXeiieas 


eisds 


“ry great hoft into their hand, becaufe. they 


had forfaken the Lorn God of their fathers: fo | 
they executed judgment.againit Joath, 25 And: 
when they were departed from him, (for they 
left him in great difeafes) his own fervants con- 
fpired againft him, for the blood of the fons of 
Jehoiada the prieft, and. flew him on_ his bed, - 
and he died: and they buried him in the city . 
of David, but they buried him not in the fepul- 
chres of the kings. 26 And thefe are they 
that confpired againft him; Zabad the fon of . 
Shimeath an Ammonitefs, ‘and Jehozabad the 
fon of Shimrith a Moabitef’. 27 | Now con- 
cerning his fons, and the greatnefs of the bur | 
dens /aid upon him, and the repairing of the ~ 
houfe of God, behold, they are written in: the 
{tory of the. book of the kings, feet ‘neh & 
his fon reigned in his ftead. a 
We have here-a fad account of the degeneracy andi apoltty 
of Joafh. ‘God had done great things for him ; he bad don 
fomething for God, but he proyed ungrateful to his. God, and 
falfe to, the engagements he had. laid himfelf under to him. — 


How is the gold ore dim, and the mop yee’ hanged 
fie 1Sy 


. The eccahic ons of his eras When he did Hon which: ay: 
was che, it was not with a berfell heart ; he never was fin- a 


$ 


7 


Chap. XXIV. . 


" eere, never acted from a principle, but in complaifance to Jehoi: 
_ ada, who had helped him to the crown, and becaufe he had been 


¢ 


“protected inthe temple, and rofe upon the ruins of idolatry. 


“And therefore when the wind turned, he turned with it. 

if, His good counfellor left him, and was by death re- 
moved from him. It wasa mercy to him and his kingdom 
that Jehoiada lived fo long. One hundred and thirty years, 
ver, 15.; by which it appears that he was born in Solomon’s 
time, and had lived fix -entire reigns, before this. Jt was an 
encouragement to him to go on in that good way which Jehoi- 


_ ada had trained him up in, to fee what honour was done to Je- 


hotada at his death: they buried him among the'kings, with 


- this honourable encomium, perhaps it was part of the infcrip- 


tion on his grave-{tone, that be had done good in Lfrael. 
dah is called. Ifrael, becaufe the other tribes having revolted” 


ju. 


~ ftom God, they only were Ifraelites indeed. Note, It is the 


_ went all to naught. 


L 


gieateft honour to do good in our generations ; and thofe’ who 


do that which is good, Jhall have praife of the fame. He had 


«done good towards God; not that any man’s goodnefs can 


extend unto him,” but he had done good towards his houfe, in 
reviving the temple-fervice, chap. xxiii. 8. Note, Thofe do the 
-greateft gocd to their country, that lay out themfelves in their 
places to promote religion. (Well, Jehoiada finithed his courfe 
with honour ; but that little religion that Joafh had, was all bu- 
ried in his grave, and after his death both king and kingdom 
~ See how much fometimes one head holds 
- up, and what ‘a great judgment to any prince or people the 

death of godly, zealous, ufeful men is. See how neceffary it 


- Is,.that, as our Saviour f{peaks, we »have /falt in our/elves, that 
» we act im religion from an inward principle, which will carry 


us on through all changes. ‘Then the lofs of a parent, a mini- 
fter, a friend, will not be the lofing of our religion. 


' 2dly, Bad counfellors got about him, infinuating themfelves 


into his affections, wheedled him, flattered him, made obei/ance 
to him, and, inftead of condoling, congratulated him upon the 
- death of his old tutor, as his releafe from the difcipline he had 
been fo long under, unworthy a man, aking. They tell him 


he mutt be prieft-ridden no longer, he is now difcharged from 


were fo induftrious to debauch him, ver. 17. 


. grave leffons and reffraints ; he may do as he pleafeth: and 


(would you think it?) the princes of Judah were the men that 
Fis father and 


“ grandfather were corrupted by the houfe of Ahab, from whom 


~ no better could be expected. 


> to an opinion of his abfolute power, promifed to f{tand by him, | 


But that the princes of Judah 
fhould be feducers to their king, was very fad. 
incline to the coun/féls of the ungodlf, will never want ungodly 
counfellors. They made obeifance to the king, flattered him in- 


"in making his royal will and pleafure pafs for a law, any di- 
_. vine precept or inftitution to the contrary in any wife notwith- 
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y 
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and difgrace. 


- God, and ferved groves and idols. 
had a requeft to the king, which they tell him; they durft not 
ie offer while Jehoiada lived ; but now they hope it will give no 
- offence ; it is, that they may fet up the groves and idols again, 


_ felves, but he joined with them. 


_ftanding. And he hearkened to them: their talk pleafed him, 
and was more agreeable than Jehoiada’s dictates ufed to be. 
Princes, and leffer people, have been many a time thus flattered 


’ into their ruin by thofe that have promifed them liberty and dig- - 


nity. ; but have really brought them into the greateft fervitude 


They left the houfe of 
The princes, it is likely, 


2. "The apoftafy \itfelf: ver. 18. 


which were thrown down in thesbeginning of “his reign; for 


awhile ago were repairing the temple, now forfook the tem- 
‘ple ; that had pulled down groves and idols, now themfelves 


~ guilt to it. 


| fequences of it. 
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ferved them. So inconftant a thing ts man, and fo little con- 
fidence to be put in him. vane? 

3. The aggravations of this apoftafy, and the additions of 
God jent prophets to them, ver. 19.° to reprove 
them for their wickednefs, and to tell them what would be in 
the end thereof, and fo to bring them again unio the Lord. 
That is minifters work, to bring people not.to themfelves, but 
to God ; to bring thofe again to him that have gone a-whoring 
from him. In the moft degenerate times God Jeft not bim/elf 
without a witne/s. Though they had dealt very difingenuouf- 
ly with God, yet hefent prophets to,them to convince and in- 
{tru&-them, and to affure them that they fhould find favour 
with him if they would return.; for he would rather finners 
fhould turn and live, than go on and die ; and they that perifh, 
fhall be left inexcufable. The prophets did their part, they 
teflified again them, but few or none received their teftimony. 

if, They flighted all the prophets; they would not give 
ear; were fo {trangely wedded to their idols, that no reproofs, 
warnings, threatenings, or any of the various methods which 
the prophets took to convince them, would reclaim them., Few 
would hear them, fewer would heed them, but feweft of all 
believe them, or be governed by them. : 

2dly, They flew one of the moft eminent ; Zecharias the fon 
of Fehoiada, and perhaps others. Concerning him, Obferve, 

(1.) The meflage which he delivered to them in the name 
of God, ver. 20. ‘The people were affembled in the court of 
the temple, (for they had not quite left it), it is likely, on oc- 
cafion of fome folemn feaft, when this Zecharias, being filled. 


| with the fpirit of prophecy, and known (it is likely) to be a 


prophet, {tood up in fome, of the defks that were inthe court 


| of the priefts, and very plainly, but without any provoking lan- 


guage, told the people of their fin, and what would be the con« 
He doth not impeach any particular perfons, 
nor predié any particular judgments, as fometimes the prophets 
did, but, as inoffenfively as poflible, minded them of what was 
written in the law. Let them but look into their Bibles, and 
there they would find, [1.} The precept they broke, ye tran/- 
grefs the commandments of the Lord; you know you'do fo in 


ferving groves and idols, and why will you fo offend God and _ 
wrong yourfelves? [2.] The penalty they incurred; you know, . 
if the word of God be true, you cannot profper in this evil 
| way: never expect to do ill and fare well. 
| ready, that Lecaufe you have forfaken the Lord, he hath forfaken 
But they that . 


you, ashe told them he would, Deut. xxix. 25. xxxi. 16, 
17. This is the work of minifters, by the word of God, asa 
lamp and a light, to difcover the fin of men, and expound the 
providences of God. - 


(2.)’The barbarous treatment they gave him’ for his kind+— 
- nefs and faithfulnefs in delivering this meflage to them, ver. 
By the confpiracy of the princes, or fome of their party, ~ 
and by the commandment. of the king, who thought himfelf af- 


21. 


fronted by this fair warning, they {toned him to death immedi- 
ately ; not under colour of law, accufing him as a blafphemer, 
a traitor, or a falfe prophet, but in a popular tumult, in the 


court of the houfe of the Lord; as horrid a piece of wickednefs, as 


perhaps any we read of in all the hiftory of thekings. The per- 
fon was facred, a prieft ; the place facred, the court of the tem- 
ple, the inner court, betaveen the porch and the altar ; the meflage’ 
yet more facred, we have reafon to think, that they knew it came. 
from the fpirit of prophecy ; the reproofwas juft,the warning fair, 
both backed with {eripture, and the delivery very gentle and ten- 
der ; and. yet fo impudently and daringly do they defy God him- 


felf that nothing lefs than the blood of the prophet, can fatisfy — 


their indignation at the prophecy. Be affonifbed, O heavens, at. 
this, and tremble, O. earth, that ever fuch villainy fhould be com- 


' mitted by men, by Iffaelites, in contempt and violation of e~ 


5Dz very 


Nay, you find al- — 
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very thing that is juft, honourable, and facred! That’ king, 
a king in. covenant with Godys-fhould command the murder of 
one, Whom it was his office to proteé and countenance! ‘The 
Jews fay, there were feven_tranfgreflions in this; for they kil- 
led a prieft, a prophet, a judge, they fhed innocent blood, pol- 
luted the court of the temple, the fabbath, and the day of ex- 

piation ; for on that day, their tradition faith, this happened. 
(3-) The aggravation of this fin. That this Zeeharias, who 
faffered martyrdom for his faithfulnefs to God and his coun- 
try, was the fon of Jehoiada, who had done fo much good in 
Ifrael, and, particularly, had been as a father to Joath, ver. 
22. The affront done by it to God, and contempt put on re- 
ligion, is not fo particularly taken notice of, as the ingratitude 
there was in it to the memory of Jehoiada. He remembered 
not the kindnefs of the father, but flew the fon for doing his 
duty > and what the father would have done, if he had been 
there. Call a man ungrateful, and you can call him no worfe. 
(4.) The dying martyr’s prophetical imprecation of ven- 
geance upon his murderers, The Lord /ook upon it; and require 
#t! This came not from a fpirit of revenge, but a fpirit of pro- 
phecy, be will require it. "This would be the continual cry of 
the blood they fhed, as Abel’s blood cried againft Cain: let 
the God to whomi vengeance belongs, demand blood for blood. 
He will do it, for he is rightéous. This precious blood was 
reckoned for prefently in the judgments that came upon this 
apoftate prince ; it came into the account afterwards in the de- 
ftruction of Jerufalem by the Chaldeans: their: mifufing the 
prophets, was that which brought upon them ruin without re- 
medy, chap. xxxvi. 16. ; nay, our Saviour makes the perfe- 
cutors of him and his gofpel anfwerable for the blood of this 
Zecharias ; fo loud, fo long, doth the blood. of the martyrs 
“« ery. See Matth. xxii. 35.: fuch as this is the cry of the 
fouls under the altar, Rev. vi. 10. How long ere thou avenge 

our blood ? for it {hall not always go unrevenged. 
Laftly, The judgments of God which came upon Joath for 
this aggravated wickednefs of his. . 
1f, A {mall army of Syrians made themfelyes matters of 
Jerufalem, deftroyed the princes, plundered the city, and fent 
the fpoil of it to Damafcus, ver. 23, 24. God’s people, while 
they kept in with God, had often been conquerors, when the 
enemy had the advantage of the greater number ; but now,.on 
'. the contrary, an inconfiderable handful of Syrians routed a we- 
ry great hoft of Lfraelites, becaufe they had forfaken the Lord 
God of their fathers; and then they were not only put upon 
the level with their enemies, but {tood upon the utmoft difad- 
vantage ; for their God not only departed from them, but 
_turned to be their enemy, and fought againft them. ‘The Sy- 
_Yians were employed .as inftruments in God’s hand to execute 
judgments againf? Foafb, though they little thought fo, Ifa. x. 
6, 7.: and fee Deut. xxxii. 30. 

_ 2dly, God {mote him with great difeafes of body, or mind, 
~ or both ; either like his grandfather, chap. xxi, 18. or like 
‘Saul, an evil fpirit from God troubling him. While he was 
plagued with the Syrians, he thought, if he could but get clear 
of them, he fhould do well enough; but before they departed 
- from him, God-{mote him with difeafes. IF vengeance purfue 
men, the end of one trouble will but be the beginning of another. 
3dly, His own fervants confpired againft him. Perhaps he 
began to hope his difeafe would be cured ; he was but a mid- 
‘dle-aged man, and might recover it: but he that cometh up out 
of the pit, foall fall into the fnare ; when-he thought he fhould 
efcape death by ficknefs, he met it by the fword ; they flew 
him in his bed, for the blood of the fons of Jeboiada; by 


which it fhould feem, that he did not flay Zecharias, but others 


of the fons of Jehoida for his fake. Perhaps they that flew 
‘him intended to take vengeance for that blood ;. however, that 
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was it which God intended if permitting them to do it. 


_fands, and captains over hundreds, according’ 
the houfes of their fathers, throughout all 
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that drink the blood of the faints, fhall have their own bloo i 
given them to drink, for they are worthy. ‘The régicides ai 
here named, ver. 26.; and it is obferyable, that the mot 
of them both were foreigners, one an Ammonitefs, and the o-) 
ther a Moabitefs. “The idolatrous kings, it is likely, countes) | 
nanced thofe marriages which the law prohibited, for the pre-¥ | 
vention of idolatry ; and fee how the produéts of them turns 
upon themfelves. so ea Se 
4thly, His people would not bury-him in the fepulchres 
the kings, becaufe he had {tained his honour by his mal-admi- 
niftration. Let him not be written with the righteous, Pfal. | 
Ixix. 28. Thefe judgments are called the burdens laid upon > 
him, ver. 27. ; for the wrath of God is a heavy burden, too 
heavy for any man to bear. Or it maybe meant of the thre, 
enings denounced again{ft him by the prophets; for thofe 
called burdens. Utually God fets fome fpecial marks of h 
difpleafure upon apoftates in this life, for warning to_all to r 
member Lot’s wife. es 


C°HAA: Po sek KV a ¥ 
Amaziah’s reign is recorded in this. chapter; none of the | 
worft, and yet far from good. Muft of the paffages in this 
chapter we had before more brily related, 2 Kings xiv.” 
Here we find Amaziah, 1. A juft revenger of bis father?s | 
death, ver. 1,—4. Il. An obedient obferver of the com-— 
mand of God, ver..§,—10.. IIL. A cruel conqueror of 
the Edomites, ver. 11,—13. IV. A fiolifb worfbipper of 
the gods of Edom, and impatient of reproof for tt, ver. 14. 
—16. V. Rafhly challenging the king of Ifrael, and /mart= 
ing for bis rafbnefs, ver. 17,24. And, lafily, ending hii 
days inglortsufly, ver. 25,—28. ed, akg 
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ae. 
_ & Mazian was twenty and five yea aie 
~\ when he began to reign, and he reigned” 
twenty and nine years in Jerufalem: and his 
mother’s name was Jehoaddan of Jerufalem. 
2 And he did that which was right in the fight - 
of the Lorn, but not with a perfect heart. — Pe 
4] Now it came to pafs, when the kingdom was’ 
eftablifhed to him, that he flew his feryants that 
had killed the king his father. 4 But he flew 
not their children, but did as 7 is written in the 
law in the book of Mofes, where the Lorp com. 


dah and Benjamin: and he numbered 
from twenty years old and above, a1 
them three hundred thoufand choice 7, 
to go forth to war, that could handle fp: 
fhield. — 6 He hired alfo an hundred 
mighty men of valourout of Ifrael 
dred talents of filver. 7 But thei 
of God to him, faying, O king, let r the 
my of Ifrael go with thee; for the L RD is 
with Ifrael, ro wit, with all the children of 
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‘phraim. 8 But if thou wilt go, do it, be ftrong 
. battle: God fhall make thee fall before 
‘the enemy? for God hath power to help, and 
‘to cait down. g And;Amaziah faid to the man 
of God, But what fhall we do for the hundred 
talents which I have given to the army of I{- 
fael? And the man of God anfwered, The 
Lorn is able to give thee much more than this. 
ao Then Amaziah feparated them, to wit, the 
army that was come to him out of Ephraim, to 
“go home again: wherefore their anger was 


greatly kindled againft Judah; and they return-_ 


ed home in great anger. 11 {| And Amaziah 
‘ftrenethened himfelf, and led forth his people, 
“and went to the valley of falt, and {mote of the 
“children of Seir, ten thoufand. 12 And other 
_ten thoufand /cf alive,.did the children of Ju- 
_ dah carry away captive, and brought them un- 

to the top of the rock, and caft them down 

from the top of the rock, that they were broken 

all in pieces. “13 ( But the foldiers of the ar- 
my which Amaziah fent back, that they fhould 
- not go with him to. battle, fell upon the cities 


of Judah, from Samaria even unto Beth-horon, » 


and {mote three thoufand of them, and took 
much fpoil. ” ) 

 . Here is, 1. The general character of Amaziah: He did 
that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, worthipped the 
true God, kept the temple-fervice a-going, nd countenanced 
religion in his kingdom; but he did not do it with a perfed 
_ heart, ver. 2.3 i. ¢. he was nota man of ferious piety or de- 
~ yotion himfelf, nor had he any zeal for the exercifes of reli- 
gion. He was no enemy to it, but a cool and indifferent 
Viena: The charaéter of too many in this Laodicean age. 
“They do that which is good,’but not with the heart, not with 


7 ane 
8 perfect heart. : : e 
- 2. A neceflary piece of juftice which he did upon the trai- 


ee | 


~ tors that murdered his father ; he put them to death, ver. 3. 


Though we fhould fuppofe they intended to avenge on their 
- king the death of the prophet, as was intimated, chap. xxiv. 
25.5 yet that would by no means juttify their wickednefs ; for 
they were not the avengers, but prefumptuoufly took God’s 
work out of his,hands. And therefore Amaziah did what 
ecame him, in calling them to an account for it; but kept 
hin the rule of that law which forbade the -putting of the 
nildren to death for the parents fin, ver. 4. 


3. An expedition of his againft the Edomites, who fome _ 


time ago had revolted from under the dominion of Judah, to 
which he attempted to reduce them. — Obferve, Bf : 
aff, The great preparation he made for this expedition. 
_ (1.) He muttered his own forces, and marthalled them, 
ver. 5, and found Judah and Benjamin in all but three hun- 
dred thoufind men, that were fit for war; whereas, in Jeho- 
‘ fhaphat’s time, fifty or fixty years before, they were four times 
as many. Sin weakens a people, diminifhes them, difpirits 
~ them, and leffens their number and figure, 
- (2.) He hired auxiliary troops out of the kingdom of If 
‘racl, ver. 6. Finding his own kingdom defeétive in men, he 
thought to make it up with his money, and therefore took in- 
o his pay one hundred thoufand Lraelites, 
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If he had advifed © 


with any of his prophets-before he did this, or had but confi- 
dered how little any of his anceftors got by their alliances with 
Ifrael, he would not have had this to undo again. But rath- 
nefs makes. work for repentance. . 

zdly, The command which God fent him by a prophet to 
difmifs out of his fervice the forces of Lael, ver. 4,3." He 
would not have him call in any affiftance at all; it looked 
like diftrult of God. If he made fure of his prefence, the 
army he had of his own was fufficient: but particularly, he 
muft not take in their afiftance ; for the Lord is not with the 
children of Ephraim, becaufe they are pot with him, but wor- 
fhip the calves. This was a good reafon why he fhould not 
make ufé of them, becaufe he could not depend upon them to 
do him any fervice. What good could be expeéted from them 
that had net God with them, nor his blefing upon their under- 
takings? It is comfortable employing thofe that we have reafon 
to hepe have an intereft in Heaven, and dangerous affociating 
with thofe from whom the Lord is departed. The prophet 
threatened him,.that if he perfifted in his refolution to, take 
thefe idolatrous apoftate Iraelites with him, in hopes thereby 
to make bimfelf {trong for the battle, it was at his peril; they 
would prove a dead weight to his army, would fink and betray 
it: God /hall make thee fall before the enemy, and thefe Ifrael- 
ites will be the ruin of thy caufe : for God has power to help: 
thee without them, and to caft thee down, though thou haft 
‘them with thee. 

3d/y, The objection which Amaziah made againft this com- 
mand, and the fatisfa€tory anfwer which the prophet gave to 
that objeétion, ver. 9. ‘The king had remitted one hundred 
talents to the men of Ifrael for advance-money.. Now, faith 
he, if I fend them back, I fhall lofe that: But what Jeall we 
do for the hundred talents? This is an objeétion men often 
make againft their duty, they are afraid of lofing by it, Ne- 
ver heed that, faith the prophet, the Lard is able to” give thee 
much more than this, and thou mayeft depend upon it. He will 
not fee thee lofe by him. What is one hundred talents be- 
tween thee and him? He hath ways enow to make up the lofs 
to thee, it is below thee to fpeak of it. Note, A firm belief of 
God’s all-fufficiency, to bear us out in our duty, and to make 
up all the lofs and damage we fuftain in his fervice abundantly 
to our advantage, will make his yoke very eafy, and his bur- 
den very light. What is it to truft in God, but to be willing 
to venture the lofs of any thing for him, in confidence of the 
. goodnefs of the fecurity ne gives us that we fhall not lofe by 
him, but it fhall be made up to us in kind or kindnefs, When 
we grudge to part with aby thing for God and our religion, 
this fhould fatisfy us, that God is able to give us much more 
than this. He is juft, he is good, and he is- folvent. This — 
king loft one hundred talents by his obedience; and we find. 
juft that fum given to his grandfon Jotham as a prefent, chap. 
xxvii. 5.; then the principal was repaid ; and for intereft tea 
thoufand meafures of wheat, and as many of barley. 

4thly, His obedience to the command of God, which is up- 
‘on record to his honour. He would rather lofe his money, 
difoblige-his allies, and knock off a fourth part of his army, 
jut as they were going to take the field, than offend God. 
He feparated the army of Ephraim, to go home again, ver. 10. 
And they went home in great anger, taking it as a mighty af- 
“front thus to be made fools of, and to be caihiered as men not’ 
fit to be employed, and being perhaps difappointed of the ad- 
vantages they promifed themfelves in fpoil and plunder, by 
joining with Judah againft Edom. Men are apt to refent that 
which toucheth them in their profit or- reputation, though it 
free them from ‘trouble. : 

sthly, His triumphs over the Edomites, ver. 11, 12. Ten 
thoufand men he left dead upon the fpot in the field of battles 
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ten thoufand more he took prifoners, and barbaroufly killed 
them all by throwing them down fome fteep and craggy preci- 
pice. What provocation he had to exereife this cruelty to- 
wards them, we are not told; but it was certainly very fe- 
vere, 


did to the cities of Judah, either in their return, or foon after, 
ver. 13. They took it fo heinoufly to be fent home, that if 
they might not go to fhare with Judah in the fpoil of Edom, 
they would make a prey of Judah. Several cities that lay up- 
on the borders they plundered, and killed three thoufand men 
that made tefiltance. But why fhould God fuffer this to be 
done? Was it not in obedience to him that they were fent 
home, and yet fhall the country thus fuffer by it? Surely God’s 
way is in-the fea! Did not the prophet fay, that God was not 
with the children of Ephraim, and yet they are fuffered to pre- 
vail againft Judah? Doubtlefs, God intended hereby to ,chaf- 
tife thofe cities of Judah for théir idolatries, which were found 
moft in thofe parts that lay next to Ifrael. The men of Iirael 
had corrupted them, and now they were made a plague to 
them. Satan both tempts and torments. 


14 ¢ Now it came to pafs, after that Ama- 
ziah was come from the flaughter of the Edo- 
mites, that he brought the gods of the children 
of Seir, and fet them up zo be his gods, and 
bowed down himfelf before them, and burned 
incenfe unto them. 15 Wherefore the anger 
of the Lorp was kindled againft Amaziah, 
and he fent unto him a prophet, which faid un- 
to him, Why haft thou fought after the gods 
of the people which could not deliver their own 
people out of thine hand? 

‘pats, as he talked with him, the king faid unto 

him, Art thou made of the king’s counfel? for- 
bear; why fhouldft thou be fmitten? Then the 
prophet forbare, and faid, I know that God 
hath determined to deftroy thee, becaufe’ thou 
haft done this, and haft not hearkened unto my 
counfel. > ; 


Here is, 1. The revolt of Amaziah from the God of Ifrael 
to the gods of the Edomites. Egregious folly! Ahaz wor- 
fhipped the gods of thefe that had conquered him; he had 
fome little colour for that, chap. xxviii, 23. But to worfhip 
the gods of thofe whom he had conquered, who could not pro- 
tect their own worfhippers, was the greate(t nonfenfe that could 
be. What did he fee in the gods of the children’ of Seir that 
could tempt him to fet them up for Ais gods, and dow down 
hirafelf before them ? yer.14. ‘If he had, caft the idols down 
from the rock, and broken them to pieces, inftead of the prifo- 
ners, he had difcovered more of the piety, as well as more of 
the pity of an Ifraelite. 
humanity, he was given up to this ridiculous idolatry. 

2. The reproof which God fent to him bya prophet for this 
_ fin, The anger of the Lord was kindled againft him, and juft- 
ly ; yet before he fent to deftroy him, he fent to convince and 


reclaim him, and fo to prevent his deftru@ion. The prophet — 


reafoned with him very fairly, and very mildly, Why haff thou 
fought the favour of thofe gods which could not deliver their 
own people? ver. 15. If men would but duly confider thein- 


ability of all thofe things to help them, which they have re+ | 
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courfe to when they. forfake God, they wou'd not be fuch ¢- i‘ 


6thly, The mifchief which the difbanded foldiers of Ifrael 


_ him, but he muft be upbraided as ufurping the place of a privy- | 


| muft be attributed to the witchcraft of idolatry. He was eafi- — 
"ly perfuaded to part with his talents of filver, but by no means 5 


16 And it came to | condition of that man with whom the blefled pirit, by minif- “ 


‘ tion, Prov. XIX. 1. 


‘king of Ifrael fent to Amaziah king of Judah, 


But, perhaps, for that barbarous in. 


thee? 20 But Amaziah would not hear, for it) 


o ne? 


Chap. XX 
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_-nemies to themfelves. ’ . 

3. The check he gave to the reprover, ver, 16. He could — 

fay nothing in excufe of his own folly : The reproof was too » 

juft to be anfwered ; butvhe fell into a paffion with the repro-_ 
ver, (1.) He taunted him as faucy and impertinent, and 

meddling with that which did not belong to him. Art thou — 

made of the king’s counfel# Could not a_man fpeak reafon te ~ 


st 


counfellor ? But as a prophet, he really was made of the king’s 
counfel by the King of kings, in duty to whom the king was 
bound not only to hear, but to afk and take his counfel.. (2) 4 
He filenced him : bid him forbear, and fay not a word more 
tohim. He /faid to the feer, See not, Ifa. xxx.10. Men 
would gladly have their prophets thus under their girdles, as 
‘we fay, to {peak juft when, and what they would have themy —— 
{peak, and not otherwife. (3.) He threatened him: Why - | 
JSoould?t thou be fmitten ? It is at thy petil, if thou fayefta word 
more of this matter. He feems to mind chim of Zechariah’s 
fate in the laft reign, who was put to death for making bold =~ 
with the king, and bids him take warning by him, ‘Thus he — 
jultifies the killing ofthat prophet by menacing this, and fo in 
effe& makes himfelf guilty of the blood of both. he prophet 
which had ordered him to fend back the army of Ifrael, tho’ 

he contradicted ‘his politics, and loft him a hundred talents, 
yet he hearkened to, aod was ruled by, ver. 10. But this.’ 
prophet, who diffluaded him from worfhipping the gods of the 
Edomites, he rh upon with‘an unaccountable rage. Which F 
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with the gods of filver. : — 

4. The doom which the prophet pafled upon him for this. 
He had more to fay to him by way of inftruction-and advice 5 ae 
but finding him kick thus again{t the pricks, he forbore. He 
is joined to idols, le: him alone, Hof. iv. 17. Miferable is the ~ 


ters and‘conf{cience, fordears to°frive, Gen. vi. 3. And both 


the reprovers in the gate, and that in the bofom, if long brow- _ 


| beaten and baffled, will at length forbear ; fo J gave. them up 
| to their own hearts lufs. The fecure finner, perhaps, values — 


lenced his reprovers and monitors, and to get clear of them : 


~ but what comes of it ? F know that God has determined to dea 
 frroy thee ; it is a plain indication thou art marked for ruin, 
ay 


that thou haft done this, and haf? not hearkened to my counfel, 
They that are deaf to reproof, are ripening apace for defruce 


himfelf upon it as a noble and happy atchievement to have fi- ; 


17 ¥ ‘Yhen Amaziah king of Judah took ade _ 
vice, and fent to Joath the fon of Jehoahaz, the ~ 
fon of Jehu king of Ifrael, faying, Come, let vg 
fee one another in the face. 18 And Joath © 4 


faying, The thiftle that was in Lebanon, fent: 
to the. cedar that was in Lebanon, faying, Give 
thy daughter to my fon to wife: and there 
patied by a wild beaft that wasin Lebanon, and. __ 
trode down thé thiftle. 29 Thou fayelt, Loy 


thou haft {mitten the Edomites, and thine heart 
_lifteth thee up to boaft: abide now at hore, 
_why fhouldft thou meddle to thine hurt, that 
, thou fhouldft fall, even thou, and Judah with 


7 


ai 
i 


A 


» not written in the book of the kings of Judah | 
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Of Ifrael, fifteen years. 
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» after the gods of Edom. 21 So Joath the king 
of Ifrael went up, and they faw one another in 
the face, both he and Amaziah king of Judah, 
at Beth-fhemefh, which be/ongeth to Judah. 22 
‘And Judah was put to the worfe before Ifrael, 
and they fled every man to his tent. 23 And 
Joath the king of Ifrael took Amaziah king of 
Judah the fon of Joafh, the fonof Jehoahaz, at 
Beth-fhemefh, and brought him to Jerufalem, 
and brake down the wall of Jerufalem, from 
the gate of Ephraim to the corner-gate; four 
hundred cubits. 24 And se took all the gold, 
and the filver, and all the veflels that were 


“found in the houfe of God with Obed-edom, 


and the treafures of the king’s houfe, the hofta- 
ges alfo, and returned to Samaria. 25 4 And 


Amaziah the fon of Joath king of Judah, lived 


after the death of Joafh fon of Jehoahaz king 
26 Now the reft of the 
aéts of Amaziah, firft and laft, behold, are they 


and Ifrael? 24 {| Now after the time that A- 
maziah did turn away from following the Lorp, 
they made a confpiracy againft him in Jerufa- 
lem, and he fled to Lachifh: but they fent to 
Lachifh after him, and flew him there. 28 And 
they brought him upon horfes, and buried him 
with his fathers in, the city of Judah. 
- We have here this degenerate prince mortified by his neigh- 
hour, and murdered by his own fubjects. 

q. Never was proud prince more foundly mortified than A- 
maziah was by Joath king of Ifrael. This part of the ftory was 
ds fully ‘related, 2 Kings xiv. 8. fc. as it is here. The 
foolifh chalienge which Amaziah fent to Joafh, ver. 17, his 


haughty fcornful anfwer to it, ver. 18. with the friendly: 


advice lie gave him to fit ftill, and know when he was well, 
ver, 19; his wilful perfifting in his challenge, ver. 20, 21. the 
defeat that was given him, ver. 22. and the calamity he brought 


“upon himfelf and his city thereby, ver. 23, 24. Now this 
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pride will bring him low, Prov. xxix. 23. 


ftory verifiés two of Solomon’s proverbs, (1-) That a man’s 
: It goes before his 
deftryation, not only procures it meritorioufly, He that exalteth 
him/elf fhall be abafed, but is oft the immediate occafion of it. 
(2.) That he that goes forth ha/lily to Jrive, perhaps will not 
know what to doin the end thereof, when his neighbour has put 
him to foame, Prov: xxv. 8. He that is fond of contention, 
may have enough of it fooner than he thinks of. 
But here are two paflages in this ftory, which we had not 
before in the Kings. (1.) That Amaziab took advice, before 
the challenged the king of [frael, ver. 17. But of whom? 


~, Not of the prophet, he was not. made of the king’s counfel ; but 
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of his f{tatefmen that’ would flatter him, and bid him go up 


sand profper. It is'good to take advice, but then it mutt be of 


_ thofe that are fit to advife us. Thofe that will not take ad- 


__-yice from the word of God, which would guide them aright, 


will jaflly be left to the ill advice of thofe that will counfel 
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"came of God, that he might deliver them into. 
the hand of their enemies, becaufe they fought 


_ baal, and the Mehunims. 
‘nites gave gifts to Uzziah, and his name {pread. 


them to their deftrudtion. Let thofe be made fools, that will 
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not be made.wife. (2.) Amaziah’s imprudence is here made the 
punifhment of his impiety: ver..20. It was of the Lord; he was 
left to himfelf to a& thus foolithly, that he and his people might 
be delivered into the hands of their enemies, becaufe they had for- 
faken God, and fought after the gods of Edom. Tirey that will 
not be perfuaded to do well for their fouls, will juftly be given 


_ up to their own Counfels, to do ill for themfelves even in their 


outward affairs. 

2. Never was poor prince more violently purfued by his owm 
fubjedts: From the time that he departed from the Lord, (fo 
it may be read, ver. 247.), the hearts of his fubje&ts departed. 
from him, and they began to form a defign againft him in |e 
tufalem. It is likely they were exafperated zgainft him 
more for his rafh engaging in a war againit Ifrael, than for his 
worfhipping the pods of Edom. But at length the ferment 
prew fo high, and he perceived the plot laid fo deep, that he 
thought fit to quit his royal city, and flee to Lachifh, either as 
a private place where he might be hid, or as a ftrong place 
where he might be guarded; but they fent after him thither, 
and flew him there. By this it feems to have been’ done déli- 
berately, and to have been the act, not of a difgufted fervant 
or two, but of a confiderab'e body that dur{t avow it--How un- 
righteous foever they were herein, God was righteous. 


eS ay. ee Od e 
This chapter gives us an account of the reign of Uzxiah ( Axa~ 
riah be was called in the Kings) more fully than we bad it 
before; though it was long, and in fome re[pcéts illufirioas 5 
yet it was briefly related, 2 Kings xiv. 21. xy. Ve, We. 
Here is, 1. His good charaéter in general, ver. t3—-5-) 
His great profperity in bis wars, bis buildings, and all the 
affairs of his kingdom, ver. 6—15. ILI. His prefumption 
in invading the pricfts office, for witch be was fruck with 
a leprofy, and confined by it, vet. 16,—21. even to his. 
death, ver. 22, 23. 
HEN all the people of Judah took Uzziah, 
who was fixteen years.old, and made him: 
king in the room of his father Amaziah.. 2 He 
built Eloth, and reftored it to Judah, after that 
the king flept with his fathers. 3 Sixteen years 
old was Uzziah, when he began ro reign, and he 
reigned fifty.and two years in Jerufalem: and» 
his mother’s namealfowas Jecoliah of Jerufalem.. - 
4 And he did that which was right in. the fight. 
of the Lorn, according to all that his father A- 
maziah did. 5 And he fought God in the days: - 
of Zechariah, who had underftanding in the vi— 
fions of God: and as long as he fought the: 
Loxp, God made him to profper. 6 And he: 
went forth and warred againi{t the Philiftines,. 
and brake down the wall of Gath, and the wall. 
of Jabneh, and the wall of Afhdod, and built: 
cities about Afhdod, and among the Philiitines... 
7 And God helped him againit_ the Phaliftines,.. 
and againft the Arabians that dwelt in Gur- 
8 And the Ammo- 


abroad. even to the entering in of Egypt, tor he 
ftrengthened bim/e/f exceedingly... g Moreover, 
Uzziah built towers in Jerufalem, at the corner 
gate, and at the valley-gate, and at the turning 


‘ 
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built towers in the defart,-and digged many 
wells, for he had much cattle, both in the low-. 
country, and in the plains: hufbandmen adja, 
and vinedreflers in the mountains, and in Car- 
mel: for he loved hufbandry. 11 Moreover, 
Uzziah had an hoft of fighting men that went 


out to war by bands, according to the number | 


of their account, by the hand of Jeiel the fcribe, 
and Maafeiah the ruler, under the hand of Ha- 
naniah, one of the king’s captains. 12 The whole 
number of the chief of the fathers of the migh- 
ty men of valour, were two thoufand and fix 
hundred. 13 And under their hand was an ar- 
my, three hundred thoufand and feven thoufand 


and five hundred, that made war with mighty 


power, to help the king againft the enemy. 
14 And Uzziah prepared for them throughout 
all the hoft, fhields, and fpears, and helmets, and 
habergeons, and bows, and flings to ca/f ftones. 
15 And he made in Jerufalem engines, invented 
by cunning men, to be on the towers, and up- 
on the bulwarks, to fhoot arrows and great 
ftones withal: and his name fpréad far a- 
broad, for he was marvelloufly helped till he 
was ftrong. PEPE 
We have here an account of two things concerning Uzziah. 
: 1. His-piety.. In this he was not very eminent or zealous; 
yet he did that which was right in the Sight of the Lord. He 
kept up the- pure worthip of the true God, as his father did : 
and herein better than his father, that we have no reafon to 
think he ever worfhipped idols as his father did, no not in his 
latter days, when his heart was liftedup. Itis faid, ver. 5. 


~ he fought God in the days of Zechariah, who, fome think, was - 
the fon of that .Zechariah- whom his grandfather Joafh flew. 
~_ He was one that had underflanding in the wifions of God; ei-- 


ther the vifions which he himfelf was favoured with, or the vi- 
fions of the preceding prophets. He was well verfed in pro- 
phecy, and converfed much with the upper world ; was an intel- 
ligent, devout, good man ; and, it feems, had a great influence 
upon Uzziah. tiappy are the great men, who have fuch, a- 
bout them and are willing to be advifed by them; but un- 
happy thofe, who feek God only while they have fuch with 
them, and have not a principle in themfelves to bear them out 
to the end. aon aes ‘ 
2. His profperity. In general, as ‘long as he fought the 
Lord, and minded religion, God made. him to profper; Note, 
(1.) Thofe only profper, whom God makes to profper ; for 
‘profperity is his gift. (2.) Religionand piety is a good friend 
to outward profpetity. Many have found and owned this, 
that as long as they fought the Lord, and kept clofe to. their 
duty, they profpered ; but fince they forfook God, every thing 
has gone crofs.. isha’ tegen ts SY ans ft 
Here are divers particular inftances of his profperity.. 
iff, His fuccefs in his wars : 
then he triumphed over the Philiftines, thofe old enemies of 
Ged’s people, demolifhed the fortifications of their cities, and 
put garrifons of his own among them, ver. 6. He obliged the 
Ammonites to pay him tribute, ver. 8. He made all quiet a- 
bout him, and kept them in awe. ae 


and fortified: them. 10 Alfo he 


| that the wars and fightings which come from mens-lnft, have 


| lifted up to Ais deftrudtion : for he tranfgreffed — 
_ againft the Lorn his God, and went ir nu 


| went in after him, and with him fourfcore 


God helped him, (vet. 7+), and ~ 
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adly, The greatnefs of.his fame and reputation, H 
“was celebrated throughout all the neighbouring countries, ver. | | 
8. and it was a good name, aname for good things wi +h God, od 
and good people. This is true fame, and makes a man truly be ii 
honourable. é CYS ee 
3. His buildings. While he aéted offenfively abroad, he =} 
did not negleét the defence of his kingdom at home, but built 
towers in Ferufalem, end fottified them, ver. 4. ‘The wall of © 
Jerufalem was in his father’s time much of it broken down, 
particularly at the corner-gate, chap. xxv. 233 probably his fa~ 
ther had repaired it ; but he, to prevent the like mifchief for” 
the future, fortified it, and built a tower at the corner-gate. 
But his beft fortifications of Jerufalem were his clofe adhet- 
ence to the worfhip of God, which, if his father had not for- 
faken, the wall of Jerufalem had not been broken down, While ~~ 
he fortified the city, he did not forget the countty, but dui/t tow- 
ers in the défart too, ver. 19. to proteét the country-people 
from the inroads of the rapparees, bands of which fometim x 
alarmed them, and plundered them, as chap. xxi. 16. 
4. His Hufbandry. He dealt mich in cattle and corn, 
employed many hands, and.got much wealth by it ; for he took 2 
pleafure init, he loved hu/bandry, ver. 10. and, it is probable 
did himfelf infpe@ his affairs in the country ; which was no 
difparagement to him, but an advantage, as it encouraged in- 
duftry among his fubjeéts. It is an honour to’ the hufband- 
man’s calling, that one of the moft illuftrious princes of the ~ 
hovfe of David followed it, and loved it. He was none of 
thofe that delight in-war, nor addiéed himfelf to fport and 
pleafure, but delighted in the innocent and quiet employments 
of the hufbandman. fe pera) £ . 
5. His ftanding armies. He had, as it fhould feem, tw 


military eftablifhments. (1.) An hoff of fighting me 
to make excurfions abroad, they went out to war 
ver, 11. _Party-men, that fetched in {poil from the ne 
ing countries, by way of reprifal for the depredations they 
many a time made ypon Judah. (2.) Another army for, 
and garrifons, that were ready to defend the country, i 
it fhould be invaded, ver. 12, 13. So great was their num- 

ber and valour, that they made war with mighty power 3 nO 
enemy durft face them, or at leaft could ftand before them. | 
Men unarmed can do little in war. Uzziah therefore fure. 
nifhed himfelf with a great’armoury, whence his foldiers were 
fupplied with arms, offenfive and defenfive, ver. 14. fpears, “if 
bows and flings, fhields, helmets, and habergeons ; {words are 
not mentioned, becaufe, it is probable, every man had a fword 
of his own, which he wore con{tantly. Engines were invented _ 
in his time, for the annoying befiegers, with darts and ftones — 
fhot from the towers and bulwarks, ver. 15. “What pity it is 


made it neceflary for cunning men to employ their fkill, in ins 
venting inftruments, of death ? Tye oee = aan ey 


teehee: Wh ao Oe 
16 { But when he was ftrong, his heart wa 


a 


temple of the Lorp, to burn incenfe upon th 
altar of incenfe. 17 And Azariah the re: 


a 
| 
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trefpaffed, neither /hall it be for thine honour 
» from the Lorp God. 19 Then Uzziah waswroth, 
~ and bad a cenfer in his hand, to burn incenfe : 
‘and while he was wroth with the priefts, the le- 
profy even rofe up in his forehead, before the 
priefts in the houfe of the Lorn, from befide 
the incenfe-alfar. 20 And Azariah the chief 
prieft, and all the priefts looked upon him, and 


behold he was leprous in his forehead, and they 


thruft him out from thence, yea, himfelf hafted 
alfo to go out, becaufe the Lorp had fmitten 
him. 21 And Uzziah the king was a leper un- 
to the day of his death, and dwelt in a feveral 
houfe being a leper, for he was cut off from the 
hhoufe of the Lorp: and Jotham his fon was 
over the king’s houfe, judging the people of the 
land. 22 G Now the reft of the acts of Uzziah, 
firft and laft, did Ifaiah the prophet the fon of 
Amos write. 23 So Uzziah flept with his fa- 
thers, and they buried him with his fathers in 


‘the field .of the burial which belonged. to the © 


kings; forthey faid, He 7s a leper: and Jotham 
‘his fon reigned in his ftead. 


Here is the only blot we find on the name of king Uzziah, 
and it is fuch a one as lies not on any other of the kings. 
Whoredom, murder, oppreflion, perfecution, and efpecially ido- 
latry, gave characters to the bad kings, and fome of them ble- 
‘mifhes to the good ones, David himfelf not excepted, witnefs 

~ the matter of Uriah. But we find not Uzziah charged with 
any of thefe; and yet he tran/greffed again/} the Lord his God, 
and fell under the marks of his difpleafure for it; not as other 
kings, in vexatious wars or rebellions, but an incurable difeafe. 

1. His fin was invading the priefts office. The good way 

is one, by-paths aré many : the tranfgreflion of his predeceffors 
was, forfaking the temple of the Lord, and flying from it, chap. 
xxiv. 18. and burning incenfe upon’ idolatrous altars, chap. 
xxiv. 14. He was intruding into the temple of the Lord, far- 
‘ther than was allowed him, and attempting himfelf to durn in- 
“cenfe’upon the altar of God, for which, it is likely, he pre 
tended an extraordinary zeal and affection. \See how hard it 
‘js to avoid one extreme, and not run into another. 
1, That which was at the bottom of his fin, was pride of 
heart, a luft that ruins more than any other whatfoever. When 
he was firong, ver. 16. (and marvelloufly helped by the good 
providence of God, till he was fo, ver. 15.) when he was grown 
very great and confiderable in wealth, intereft, and power, in- 
ftead of lifting up the name of God in gratitude to him, who 
‘ had done fo much for him, his Aeart was lified up to his de- 
Sftruttion. "Thus the profperity of fools, by puffing them u 
with pride, deftroys them. Now he had done fo much buf 
nefs, and won fo much honour, he began to think no bufinefs, 
no honour, too great or too good for him; no, not that of the 
priefthood. Mens pretending to forbidden knowledge, and 
~ exercifing themfelves in things too high for them, 1s owing to 


“the pride of their heagt, and the flefhly mind they are vainly , 


puffed up with. as 

~ “gdly, His fin was, going into the temple of the Lord to burn 

\incenfe 3 probably on fome folemn fealt-day, or when he him- 
-  felf had fome fpecial occafion of fupplicating the divine favour. 

“What fhould move him to this piece of prefumption, or put it 
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into his head, I cannot conjecture : none: of all his predecef- 
fors, not the beft, not the worft, attempted it: the law he 
knew was exprefs again{t him, and there was no ufage or pre- 
cedent for him r he could not pretend any neceflity, as there 
was for Dayid’s eating the fhew-bread.. (1.) Perhaps he fan- 
cied the priefts did not do their office fo dexteroufly, decently, 
and devoutly, as they ought, and he could do it better. Or, 
(2.) He obferved that the idolatrons kings did themfelves burn 
incenfe at the altars of their gods ; his father did fo, and Jero- 
boam, 1 Kings xiii. 1. an ambition of which honour was per- 
haps one thing that tempted them from the houfe of God, 
where it was not permitted them; and he being refolved to 
cleave to God’s altar, would try to break through this reftraint, 
and come as near it as the idolatrous kings did to their altars. 
But it is called a tran/greffion againf! the Lord his Ged. He 
was not content with the honours God had put upon him, 
but would ufurp thofe that were forbidden him, like our firit 
parents. 

3dly, He was oppofed in this attempt by the chief prieft, 


-and other priefts that attended and aflifted him, ver- 17, 18. 


They were ready to burn incenfe for the king, according to 
the duty of their place ; but if he offer to do it himfelf, they 
plainly let him know, he meddles with that which doth not 
belong to him, ‘and it is at his peril. They did not refift him \ 
by laying violent hands on him, though they were valiant men, : 
but by reafoning with him, and fhewing him, (1.) That it was 


“not lawful for him to burn incenfe : Jt appertaineth net to thee, 


O Uxzziah, but to the priefs, whofe birth-right it is, as fons of 
Aaron, and who are confecrated to the fervice. Aaron and 
his fons were appointed by the law to burn incenfe, Exod. 
Xxx. 7: See Deut. xxxili. 10. 1 Chron, xxiii. 13. David 
had bleffed the people, Solomon and Jehofhaphat had prayed 
with them, and preached to them; Uzziah might-have done 
this, and it would have been to his praife ; but for burningin- 
cenfe, that fervice was to be performed by the priefts only. 
The kingly and prieftly office were feparated by the law of 
Mofes, not to be united again but in the perfon of the Mefliah.. 
If Uzziah did intend to honour God, and gain acceptance 
with him in what he did, he was quite out in his aim ; for be- 
ing a fervice purely of divine inftitution, he could not expect 
it fhould be accepted, unlefs it were done in the way, and by 
the hands that God hadi appointed. (2.) That it was not fafe. 
It fhall not be for thine honour from the Lord God ; more is 
implied, it willbe thy difgrace, and it is at thy peril. The law 
runs exprefs againft all ftrangers that came nigh, Numb. iit. 10. 
—xvyili. 7. ze. all that were not priefts. Korah and his ac- 
complices, though Levites, paid dear for offering to burn in- 
cenfe, which was the work of the priefts, Numb. xvi. 35. 
The incenfe of our prayers muft be by faith put into the hands, 
of our Lord Jefus, the great high prieft of our profeffion, elfe 
we cannot expect it fhould be accepted with God, Rev. viii. 3. 
qthly, He fell into a paflion with the priefts that reproved 
him, and would puth forward to do what he intended notwith- 
ftanding: ver. 19. Uzziah was wroth, and would not part 
with the cenfer out of his hand: he took it ill to be checked, 
and would not bear it. Nitimur in vetitum. ; 

2. His punifhment was an incurable leprofy, which rofe up 
in his forehead while he. was contending with the priefts. If 
he had fubmitted to the priefts admonition, acknowledged his 
error, and gone back, all. had been iwell ; but when he was 
wroth with the priefts, and “fell foul upon them, then God was 
wroth with him, and fiote him with the plague of leprofy. 
Jofephus faith, he threatened the priefts with death if they op- 
pofed him, and that then the earth fhook, the roof of the temple 
opened, and through the cleft a beam of the fun dasted direét- 
ly upon the king’s face, wherein immediately the leprofy ap- 
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peared. And fome conjecture, that that was the ¢arthquake 
in the days of Uzziah, which we read of, Amos i. 1. and Ze- 
chanah xiv. 5. 


Now this fudden ftroke, 


if, Ended the controverfy between him and the priefts ;~ 


for when the leprofy appeared, they were emiboldened to thruft 
him out of the temple: nay, he himfelf Aafled to go out, becaufe 
ihe Lord had finiiten him with a difeafe that was in a particular 
manner a token Of his difpleafure, and that, he knew, fecluded 
him from common converfe with men, much more fromthe altar 
of God: He would not be convinced by what the priefts faid, 
but God took an effedtual courfe to convince him. If prefump- 
tuous men will not be made to fee their error by the judgments 
of God’s mouth, they fhall be made 'to fee it by the judgments 
of his hand. It evidenced fomie religious fear of God in the 
heart of this king, even in the midft of his tranfgreflion, that 
as foon as he found God was angry with him, he not only let 
fall his attempt, but retired with the utmoft precipitation. 
Though he ftrove with the priefts, he would not ftrive with 
his thaker. 


2dly, It remained a lalting punifhment of his tranfgreflion; for | 


| tly. 3 He built the high gate of the houfe of © | 


he continued a leper to the day of his death, {hut up in confine- 
ment, and fhut out from fociety, and forced to leave it to his 
fon to manage all his bufinefs, ver. 21. 


repentance, and a long {pace to repent, which we have reafon 


to hope lie made ‘a good improvement of. He had been a man of — 


bufinefs in the world, but being taken off from that, and confin- 


ed to a feviral houfe, he had leifure to think of another world, | 
and prepare for it.’ By this judgment upon the king, God in- | 


tended to poffefs the people with a great veneration for the tem- 


ple, the priefthood, ‘and other facred things, which they had | 


~ been apt to think meanly of. While the king was a leper, he 


was as good’as déad, dead while he lived, and buried alive, and | 
fo the law was in effe& anfwered, that the ftranger which com- | 
eth-nigh fhall be put todéath. The difgrace furvived him; for | 7. | Me peg as A ree Te 
haste sells detaly altby. wel ot Bully: hity sh thie Buk ands || ues the enae WOEten AN the-Deok OP ie aes ae 
_ of the kings, becaufe he was a leper, which {tained all his other | be ecete aes ; 4 
| years old when ‘he began to reign, and reigned ~ 


glory. 


to face in a glafs. 
him. 


Jar manner, madé-him fubject to the infpection’ and fentence of 
the priefts ; for to thet pertained the judgment of the leprofy, 


Deut. xxiv. 8. (3.) He thruft himfelf into the temple of God, 


whither the priefts only had admiffion, and for that was thruft 
_ out of the courts of the temple, into which the meanelft of his 


fubjeéts, that were ceremonially clean, had free accefs. (4.) 


He confronted the pricfts that faced him, ahd oppofed his pre- 


famption, and for that the /epro/y roje in his forehead, which, in _ 
-Miriam’s cafe, is compared to her father’s /pitting in her face, 
Numb. vii..14. (5.) He invaded the dignity of the priefthood, 
which he had no right to, and for that is even deprived of his 
They that covet for- | 
bidden honours, forfeit allowed ones. Adam, by catching at | 
the tree of knowledge which he might not eat of, debarred him- | 
felf from the tree of life, which he might Have eaten of. Let 


royal dignity, which he had a right to. 


all that read it fay, The Lord is righteous. — 
“CHA P. -XXVU.~ 


Here is avery foort account of the reign of Fotham, a piausy. : 


Il) €HRON TEL ES, 


Thus God gave an 
inftance of his reiifting the proud, and of his jéaloufy for the — 
purity and honour of his own inftitutions: Thus he gave fair 
warning even to great and good men to know and keep their — 
_diftance, and not to intrude into thofe things which they have | 
not feen. Thus he gave to Uzziah a loud and conftant call to — 


3dly, It was a punifhment that anfwered the fin, as face doth — 
(1.) Pride was at the bottom of his tranf- 
areffion, and thus God humbled him, and put difhonour upon 
(2.) He invaded the office of the priefts in contempt of — 
them, and God ftruck him with a difeafe, which, in‘a particu- 


‘his rule, and (which {peaks him to aé& from a good principle) 


walked circumfpeétly, and with much caution, contrived + 


loft their credit by their inconitancy and inconfiftency with 
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profperous prince, whom one would wifh to have bnowh 
more of: but we may the better difpenfe with the brevity — 
of his fory becaufe that which lengthened the. hiftory of the 
three laf kings, was their degeneracy in their latter end, 
which we have had a faithful account of ; but there was | 
no oecafion for fuch a melancholy conclupfion of the biflory | 
of this reign; which 1s only an account, I. Of the date | 
and continuance of his reign, ver. 1,—8, Il. The ge~ | 
neral good charader of ity ver.1,—6. III. The prof= 
perity of it, ver. 3,—5. IV. The period of it, ver. 
(xen i d ¢ a 
yOruam was twenty and five years old when 
.) he began to reign, and he reigned fixteen ~ 
years in Jerufalem: his mother’s name alfo was — 
Jerufhah, the daughter of Zadok. 2 And he ~ 
did that which was right in the fight of the 
Lorn, according to all that his father Uzziah 
did: howbeit he entered not into the temple — 
of the Lorp. Andthe people did yet corrup- 


the Lorb, and on the wall of Ophel he built 
much... “4 Moreover, he built cities in the 
mountains of Judah, and in the forefts he built — 
caftles and towers. 5 {| He fought alfo with | 
the king of the Amimonites, and ‘prevailed a- __ 
gainft them. And the children of Ammon 


year and the third. 6 So Jotham became — 
mighty, becaufe he prepared his ways before 
the Lorp his God. 7 4] Now ‘the reft of the 
dts of Jotham, and all his wars, and his ways, | 
Ifrael and Judah. 8 He-was five and ‘twenty 
fixteen yearsin Jerufalem. 9 @ And Jotham 
flept with his fathers, and they buried him‘in © 
the city of David: and Ahaz-his fon reigned in 
his ftead. g3 siege Sais ae 
_ There is not much more related hete concerning Jotham 
than we had before,:2 Kings xv. 32,€c. 
‘1. That he reigned well: he did that which was right in 
the fight of the Lord: the courfe of his reign was good and 
‘pleafing to God, whofe favour he made his end, and his ‘word. © 


he prepared his ways before the Lord his God, ver. 6.4. He 


to fhun that which was evil, and compafs that which was goods. 
he looked before him, and caft his affairs into fuch a pofture,. 
and fuch a method, as made the regular management of them 
the'more eafy: or, he eftablithed, or fixed, bis ways before 
the Lord, # e. he walked {teadily and onftantly in the way of 
his duty, was uniform and refolute in it; not like fome of thofe 
that went before him, who, though they had fome good inthem, 


themfeives. ‘They had run well, but fomething hindred them. 
Tt was not fo with Jotham, feree : TARO ee gate de 


, He triumphed over them, and exacted great contributions from 


a we 
° 
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"Two things are obferved here in his: character. 

--_ if, That what was amifs in his father, he amended in him- 

~ felf: ver. 2. he did according to all that his father did well and 
wifely ; howbeit, he would uot imitate him in what he did a- 
mifs; for he entered not into the temple of the Lord to burn incenfe 
as his father did ; but took warning by his fate, not to dare fo 
prefumptuous a thing. Note, We mutt not imitate the beft 
men, and thofe we have the greateft veneration for, any further 
-tham they did well ; but, on the contrary, their falls and harms 


_ - by them, mutt be warnings to usto walk the more circumfpect- 


ly, that we ftumble not at the fame {tone that they ftumbled at. 

2dly, That what was amifs in his people he could not pre- 

vail to amend. The people did yet corruptly. Perhaps it reflects 

fome blame upon him, that he was wanting in his part towards 

the reformation of the land. Men may be very good themfelves, 

and not have courage and zeal to do what they might do to- 

ward the reforming of others. However, it is certain, it re- 

flects a great deal of blame upon.the people, that they did not 

do what they might have done to improve the advantages of 

fo good a reign : they had good inftruétions given them, and a 

good example fet before them, but they would not be reform- 

ed ; fo that even in the reign of their good kings, as well,as the 

_ bad ones, they were treafuring up wrath againft the day of wrath ; 
~ for they {till did corruptly, and the founder melted in vain. 
2. That he profpered, and made a very good figure.. 

tf, He built. And in building he began with the gate of 

the boujfe of the Lord ; repaired, beautified, and raifed that: 

’ and then fortified the wall of Ophel, and built cities in the moun- 


tains of Fudah, ver 3) 4-3 took all poffible care for the forti- 


fying of his country, ahd the replenifhing of it. 
2dly, He conquered. 
who had invaded Judah in Jehofhaphat’s time, chap. XxX. I. 


them, ver. 5. 


gdly, He became mighty, ver. 6. in wealth and power, and : 


influence upon the neighbour-nations, who courted his friend- 


- hip, and feared his difpleafure; and this he got by preparing — 
his ways before the Lord his God. The more ftedfaft we are - 
5 in religion, the more mighty we are both for the refiftance of 
_-~» that which isevil, and for the performance of that which is good. 
3 That he finifhed his courfe too foon, but finifhed it with | 
: midft of his days 5. | 
but to balance that, the happinefs not to outlive his reputation, 
He died when he was but | 
_ forty-one years of age, ver. 8. but bis wars and his ways, bis — 
wars abroad, and his ways at home, were fo glorious, that they | 


~ honour; had the uahappinefs to die in the 


as his three next predeceffors did. 


were recorded in the book of the kings of Ifrael, as well as of 


the kings of Judah ver. 7- The laft words of the chapter carry — 


on the heavielt accent of any in the chapter, that hax his fon 
reigned in bis flead, whofe character in all refpects was the reverfe 
‘of his. When that wealth and power, which wife men have 
done good with, devolves upon fools that will do hurt with it, it 
is a lamentation, and fhall be for a lamentation. 


eee AP, oe MALT, 
- This chapter is the biflory of the reign of Ahaz; the fun of 


Fotham 3 an ill reign it was, and which helped to augment 


the fierce anger of the Lord. We have here, 1. Ais great 


wickedne/s, Ver. Iy—4« Ll. The trouble he brought him- 
Self into by ity ver. 5,—8. LI. The reproof which God 
fent by a prophet to the army of Irael for trampling upon 


their brethren of Fudah, and the obedient ear they gave to” 


- that reproaf, ver. 9-1 5- IV. Tbe many calamities that 
followed after to Abaz, and bis people, ver. 16,—21. N 
The continuance of bus idolatry notwithfanding, vet. 225 
2g. and bis flory ends, ver. 26, 27- 
/ F = 
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Prevailed againft the Ammonites, 
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HAZ was twenty years old when he be. 
gan to reign, and he reigned fixteen years 
in Jerufalem: but he did not that which was 
right in the fight of the Lorn, like David his 
father. 2 For he walked in the ways of the 
kings of Ifrael, and made alfo molten images for 
Baalim. 3 Moreover, he burnt incenfe im the 
valley of the fon of Hinnom, and burnt his chil- 
dren in the fire, after the abominations of the 
heathen whom the Lorn had caft out before the 
children of Ifrael. 4 He facrificed alfo, and 
burnt incenfe in the high places, and-on the hills, 
and under every green tree. 5 Wherefore the 
Lorp his God delivered him into the hand of 
the king of Syria, and they {mote him, and car- 
ried away a great- multitude of them captives, 
and brought ¢hem to Damafcus; and he was alfo 
delivered into the hand of the king of Ifrael, who 
{mote him with a great flaughter. 


Sure never man had greater opportunity of doing well than — 
Ahaz had, finding things in a good pofture, the kingdom rich 
and ftrong, and religion eftablifhed, and yet here we have him 
in thefe few verfes, 3 

1. Wretchedly corrupted and debauched. He had had a 
good edfication: given him, and a good example fet him ; but 
parents cannot give gracc totheir children ; all the inftructions 
he had were loft upon him, 4e did not that which was right in 
the fight of the Lord, ver. 1.3 nay, he did a great deal that was 
wrong, a wrong to God, to his own foul, and to his people ; 
he walked in the way of the revolted Ifraelites, and the devo- 
ted Canaanites, made molten images, and worfhipped them, 
contrary to the fecond commandment ; nay, he made them for 
Baalim, contrary to the firft commandment. He forfook the 
temple of the Lord, and facrificed and burnt incenfe on the 
hills, as if thofe would help him nearer heaven ; and under e- 
very green tree, as if thofe would fignify the protection and in- 
fluence of heaven by their thade and dropping. And to com- 
plete his wickednefs, as one perfectly divefted of all natural af- 
fection as well as religion, and perfectly devoted to the fervice 
and intereft of the great enemy of mankind, he burnt his chil- 
dren in the fire to Moloch, ver..3- not thinking it enough to 
dedicate them to that infernal fiend, by caufing them to pafs _ 
through the fire. See what an abfolute fway the prince of the 
power of the air bears among the children of difobedience. 

2. Wrietchedly {poiled and made a prey of. - When he for- 
fook God, and at a valt expence put himfelf under the protec- 
tion of falfe gods, God, that of right was his God, delivered 
him into the hands of his enemies, ver. 5. (1.) The Syrians 
infulted him, and triumphed over him, beat him in the field, 
and. carried away a great many of his people into captivity. 
(2.) The king of Ifrael, though an idolater too, was made a 
{courge to him, and /mote him with a great flaughter. The 
people fuffered by thofe judgments, their blood was fhed, their 
country watted, their families ruined 5 for when they had a good 
king, though they did corruptly, chap. ¥xvil. 2. yet then his 
goodnefs fheltered them ; but now they had abad one, all their 
defence was departed from them, and an inundation of judge- 
ments broke m upon them. ‘They that. knew not their happi- 
nefs in the foregoing reign, were taught to value it by the mi- 


feries of this. 
52 6 § For 


Il. 


64 For Pekah the fon of Remaliah flew in 
Judah an hundred and twenty thoufand in one 
day, which were all valiant men ; becaufe they 


472 


had forfaken the Lonp God of their fathers. 7° 


And Zichri a mighty man of Ephraim, flewMaa- 
feiah the king’s fon, and Azrikam the governor 
of the houfe, and Elkanah that was next to the 
king. 8 And the children of Ifrael carried a- 
way captive of their brethren, two hundred 
thoufand women, fons and daughters, and took 


alfoaway much {poil from them, and brought the 


{poil to Samaria. g But a prophet of the Lorp 
was there, whofe name was Oded: and he went 
out before the hoft that came to Samaria, and 
faid unto them, Behold, becaufe the Lorp God 


_ of your fathers was wroth with Judah, he hath 


delivered them into your hand, and ye have flain 
them ima rage that reacheth up unto heaven. 
ro And now -ye purpofe to keep under the chil- 


_ Gren of Judah and Jerufalem for bond-men, and 


bond-women unto you: but aré there not with 
you, even with you, fins againft the Lorp your 
God? 11 Now hear me therefore, and deliver 
the captives again, which ye have taken captive 
of your brethren: for the fierce wrath of the 
Lorp7s upon you. 12 Then certain of the heads 


_ of the children of Ephraim, Azariah the fon of 


‘pais: for our trefpafs is great,and ¢here is fierce | 


‘Johanan, Berechiah the fon of Mefhillemoth,and 
Jehizkiah the fon of<Shallum, and Amafa the 


fon of Hadlai, ftood up againft them that came 


from the war. 13 And faid unto them, Ye fhall 
not bring in the captives hither: for whereas 


we have offended againit the Lorp a/ready, ye 


intend to add more to our fins and to our tref- 


wrath againft Hrael. 14 So the armed men left 
the captives and the {poil, before the princes and 
all the .congregation. 15 And the men which 


were exprefled by name, rofe up, and took the | 
captives, and with the fpoil clothed all that — 


were naked among them,and arrayed them, and 
fhod them, and gave them to.eat and to drink, 
and anointed them, and carried all the feeble 
of them upon affes, and brought them to Jeri- 


cho, the city of palm-trees, to their brethren: | 
then they returned to, Samaria. 


We have here; “ae j ' ' 
1. ‘Preacherous Judah under the rebukes of God’s provi- 
dence, ‘and they are very fevere. Never was fuch bloody 


work made among. them fince they were a kingdom, and by. 
Ifraelites too. Ahaz walked in the ways of the kings of Ifrael, 
and the king:of Ifrael was the inftrament God made wfe of for: 
his punifhment. ‘ Thofe whom we make our patterns, or make) 
ourfelf partners with in fin, it is joft with God to make thema_ 
plague to ns. A. war broke out between Judah and Lfrael, in 
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| great deltrugtion upon Judah. 


' forfaken them. 


“had. given them over their brethren. 


“thing. ‘Though you are now made the inftruments of c 


- cent yourfelves ; no, youalfo are guilty before God, "This ist 


“~ 


Chap. XXVI 


which Judah went by the worft. For, (1.) There was agreat 
flaughter of men in the field of battle: va{ft numbers ; one hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand men, and valiant men too at oth 
times, were flain, ver. 6. and fome of the firft rank ; the king”, 
fon for one. He had facrificed fome of his fons to Moloch ; 
juftly therefore is this facrificed to the divine vengeance. Here 
is another that was next’ the king, his friend, the prime mini- — 
fter of tate, or perhaps next him in the battle, fo that the king: Z | 
himfelf had a fair efcape, ver. 7. The kingdom of Tfrael was. 7 | 
not {lrong at this time, and yet ftrong enough to bring this — 
But certainly fo many men, 
great men, {tout men, could not have been cut off in one day, 
if they had not been ftrangely difpirited, both by the confciouf- 
nefs of their own guilt, and the righteous hand of God upon 
them. Even valiant men were numbered as /heep for the flaugh- i 
ter, and became an eafy prey to the enemy because they had 
Jorfaken the Lord God of their fathers, and he had therefore 
(2.) There was.a great captivity of women 
and children, ver. 8; when the- army in the field was routed, 
the cities and towns, and country villages were all-eafily ftrip- 
ped, the inhabitants taken for flaves, and their wealth for a 
prey. : Fas i cca 
: . Even victorious Ifrael, under the rebukes of God’s word, . 
for the ill principle they had gone upon in making war with. — | 
Judah, and the ill ufe they made of their fuccefs, and the good. - 
effect of this rebuke. Here is, a 
If, The meffage which God fent them by a prophet, who 
went out to meet them, not to applaud their valour, or congras. > 
tulate their viétory, though they returned laden with fpoils and 
triumphs, but in God’s name to tell them of their faults,” and, 
warn them of the judgments of God. 
(1.) He tells them how they came by. this victory they were 
fo proud of ; it was not becaufe God favoured them, or that 
they had merited it at his hand, but decaufe he was wroth with. 
Judah, and made them the rod of his indignation. . Not for. 
jour righteoufne/s, be it known to you, but for their qwickednefey 
Deut. ix. 5. they are broken off, therefore be not high-minded : 
but fear, left God alfo fpare not you, Rom. xic 26, $1 yo Stee 
2.) He chargeth them with the abufe of the power God 
They underftand not — 
what victory is, who think it gives them authority to do what 
they will, and that the longeft {word is the cleareft right to 
lives and eftates (Fu/que datum feeleri): no, as it is impolitic 
not to ufe a victory, fo it is impious to abufe it, The conquer-. 
ors are here reproved, [1.]} For the cruelty of the flaughter. 
they had made in the field. They had indeed /hed the blood 
of war in war; we fuppofe that lawful, but it turned into fin! © 
to them, becaufe they did it from an ill principle of enmity to 
their brethren, and after an ill manner, with a barbarous fury 25 
a rage reaching up to heaven, i. e. that cries to God for ven=~ 
geance againft fach bloody men, that delighted in military ex= 
ecution. They that ferve God’s jultice, if they do it with rage, 
and a fpirit of revenge, make themfelves obnoxious to it, and. 
forfeit the honour of ating for him, For the wrath of man 
worketh not the righteoufne/s of Gad. [2.] For the imperious 
treatment they gave their: prfoners: Ye now purpofe to kee 
them under, to wle them, or fell them, as flaves, though the 
are your brethren, and free-born Ifraelites. “God takes notic 
of what men purpofe, as well as of what they fay and do. 
(3.) He minds them of their own fins, by which they: 
were obnoxious to the wrath of God. Are there not with 
even with you, fins ayainft the Lord your God ? He ap 
their own confciences, and to the notorious evidence of 


| 


ing Judah for fin, yet do not think that you are therefore 


intended? 7 


as ae ees , plea) ae ~ 
wal : ‘ ' 
4 pe a ung” 
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“intended as a check, [1.] To their triumph in their faccefs ; 
“you are finners, mak it ill becomes finners to be proud; you 
have carried the day now, but be not fecure,. the wheel may 
“ere long return upon youifelves ;° for if judgment begin thus 
“with thofe that have the houfe of God among them, ai at fhall 
‘be the end of fuch as worfhip the calves? fas } To their fe- 
‘verity towards their brethren ; “you have now got them under, 
*but you ought to fhew mercy to them, for you yourfelves are 
undone if you do not find mercy with God. It ill becomes 


finners to be cruel. You have tran{grefions enow to anfw er | 


ot already, and need not add this to the reft. a 

»(4.) He commands them to releafe the prifoners, and to 
Bist them home again carefully, ver. 11.5 the fierce cvrath of 
* God is upon Jou, and there is no other way of efcaping it, but 

- by fhewing mercy. 

; 2dl > The suite of the princes Y thereupon not to detain 
- the ‘prifoners. They food up again? them that came from the 
“war, though flufhed with victory, and told them plainly, they 
*fhould not bring their captives into Samaria, ver. 12,13. They 
had fin enough already to anfwer for,‘and would have nothing 
"done to add to their trefpafs. In this they difcovered an obe- 

"dient regard to the word of God by his prophet, and a tender 

 compaflion toward their brethren, which was wrought in them 

‘by 'the tender mercy of God ; for he regarded the affliction of 
this poor people, and heard their cry, and made them to be. pitied 

A of all thofe that carried them captive, Pfal. cvi. 44, 46. 

__ 3dly, The compliance of the foldiers with the refolution of 
the princes in this matter, and the difmiffion of the captives 

“thereupon. (7.) The atmed men, though being armed, they 

- might by force’ have maintained their title to what they got by 

the fword, acquiefced, and left their captives, and their fpoil, 

~ to.the difpofal of the princes, ver. 14. and herein they fhewed 
oa more trué heroic bravery, than they did in taking them. It 


* is a great honour for any min to yield to the authority of rea- . 


~ fon and: religion, againft ‘his intereft. (2,) The princes Very 
“generoully fent honit the -poor captives, well accommodated, 
ver. 1g." Thofe that hope to find mercy with God, muft leara 
from hence, with what tendernefs to carry themfelves towards 
thofe that Jie at their mercy. It is ftrange, that thefe | PREECE, 
“who in this inftance difcovered ftich a deference to the word 


grace, as, in obedience to the calls of Ged by fo many: pro- 
“ phets, to root. idolatry out of their kingdom, which foon after 
¥ this, was “the ruin of it. 


169 -At that time did king Ahaz fend unto 


_the kings of Affyria to help him. 17 For again 
“the ‘Edomitesshad ‘come and fmitten fudah,and 
“carried away captives. 

“had invaded the cities of the low-country, and 

“of the fouth of Judah, and had taken Beth-the- 

meth, and Ajalon, and Gederoth, and Shocho 

with the villages thereof, and Timnah with the 
“villages ther eof, Gimzo ailfo and the villages 
thereof: and they dwelt there. 1g For the 


“of Ifrael; for he‘made Judah naked, and trant- 
greffed fore againit the LorD. 20 And Tilgath- 


of the Lorn, and‘ out of the’ houfe of the 
| aie and of the princes, and* gave iz unto the 
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of God, and fach an influence upon the people, had not fo much» 


18 The Philiftines alfo | 


Lorn brought. Judah low, becaufe of Ahaz king | 


pages king of Affyria came unto him, and: 
-diftreffed him, but ftrengthened, him not. 21} 
For Ahaz took away a portion ovt of the houfe: 


i 


king of Affyria: but he helped him net. 22 
| And in the time of his diftrefs did he trei- 
pafs yet. more again{t the Lorn: this is ‘bat king 
Ahaz. 23 For he facrificed unto the gods of 
Damafeus, which {mote him: and he faid, Be- 
caufe the gods of the kings of Syria help them, 
ther ofore will I facrifice to them, that they may 
help me: but they were the ruin of him and of 
all Ifrael.. 24 And Ahaz gathered together the 
vefieis of the houfe of God, and cut in pieces 
the veffels of the houfe of God, and fhut up. 
the doors. of the. houfe of the Lorp,- and he 
made him altars in every. corner-of Jerufalem. 
25 Andim every feveral city of Judah he made 
high places to’burn incenfe unto other gods,. 
and provoked to anger the Lorp God of his fa-. 
thers. 269-Now the reft of his ads, and of all 
his weys, firft and laft, behold, they are written 
in the book of the kings of Judah and lirael. 
27 And Ahaz flept with’ bis fathers, be they 
buried him in oe cit Ys even, in Jerufalem: but 
they brought him not into the fer: tebe of the 
kings of Ifrael: and Ffezekiah. his fon reigped 


in. his ftead. - = 


Here is, 1. The great diftrefs ye the es of Be ; 


(az) The Lord brought 


was reduced to'for his fin. In genera! 


Kudah low, ver. 19: They had lately bobs very highin wealth aa 


and power; but God found means to take then! down, and 
make them as defpicable as they had been: formidable. ; "Phey - 


‘that will not humble themfelves under the word: of God, will 


juitly be humbled by his judgments. Iniquity Jrings men fow, 
Plak.evis.43.. (2.) Ahaz made Jiidah naked. “AS his fin de- 
bafed them, fo it expoféd them. - It made them. naked to their 
Joame ; for it expofed them to conteinpts as»'a_man unclothed. 
It made them naked to their danger; for it expofed them ta: 
affaults, as a man unarmed, Exod. xxxii. 25.. Sin {trips men. 


‘In particilar, the Edomites, to, be revenged for. Amaziah’s - 


cruel ufage of them, chap. xxv. 12. finote’ fudah, and carried — 


(OF maby caplives, ver. 17. ‘The Phililtines alfo infulted them, ”- 


took and kept pofleflion of feveral, citics.and villages that lay 
towards them, ver. 18. and fo they. were revenged for the in- - 
curfions which Uzziah had. made upon then), “chap. XXvi."6, - 
And to fhew that it was purely the fis of Ahaz ‘that brought 
the Philiftines upon his country, in the very year that he died, 


the prophet [faiah foretold the deftrudiion of the Philiftines by 


his fon, Ifa. xiv. 28, 20. 
2. The addition which Ahaz ‘made, both to the a siehal ditt 
bret, and the national guilt, \ 


ii, He added to the diftrefs, by making court to ftrange - 


kings, in hopes that they would relieve him. When the Ed-m- 
ites and Philiftines were vexatious to him, he /ent to the kings 
of Affjria to help him, ver. 16.3 for he found Lis own kingdony - 
weakened, and made naked,’ and he could not put any confi- 
dence in God; and therefore was at a valt expence to’ get an 
intereit in the ing of Affyria. He pillaged the houfe.of God; 
and the king’s hoafe, and {queezed theupritices for money to 
hire thefe foreleg forces into his fervice:. ver, 21..- Though he 
had conformed to the eedatey of the heathen nations, his 
neighbours, they did not value hiny for that, nor love him the 
better 5 nor did his compliance, by which he loft God, gain» 


“thent ; nor-could he make any caerelk 3 in them, but with his 


money, 
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money. tis oft found, that wicked men themfelves have no 
real affection for thofe that revolt to them, nor care to do them 
a kindnefS. A degenerate branch is looked upon on all fides 
as an abominable branch, If. xiv. 19. But what did Ahaz get 


by the king of Affyria? Why, he came to him, but he difreffed 


him, and _firengthened him rot, ver. 20. helped: him not, ver. 2 t- 
‘The forces of the Affyrian quartered upon his country, and fo 
* -impoverifhed and weakened it: grew infolent and imperious, 
and created him a great deal of vexation, like a broken reed, 
which not only fails, but pierces the hand. 

adly, He added to the guilt, by making court to ftrange gods, 
in hopes they would relieve him. In his diftrefs, inftead of re- 


penting of his idolatry, which he had reafon enough to fee the — 


folly of, he trefpaffed yet more, ver. 22. was more mad than ever 
upon his idols: A brand of infamy is here fet upon him for it. 
This is that king Ahaz, that wretched man, that was the fcan- 
dal of the houfe of David, and the curfe and plague of his ge- 
neration. Note, Thofe are wicked and vile indeed, that are 
made worfe by their affliGtions, inftead of being made better by 
them ; who in their diftre/s tre{pafs yet more, have their corrup- 
tions exafperated by that which {hould mollify them, and their 
hearts more fully fet inthem to do evil. Let us fee what his tref- 
pafs was. (1.) He abufed the houfe of God ; for he cut in pie- 
ces the veffels of it, that the priefts might not perform the fervice 
of the temple, or not as it fhould be, for want of veffels ; and 
at length /hut up the doors, that the people might not attend it, 
yer. 24, This was worfe than the worft of kings before him 
had done. (2.) He confronted the altar of God, for he made 


him altars in every corner of Ferufalem ; {o that, as the prophet — 


{peaks, they were like heaps in the furrows of the field, Hof. 
xii. 11. And in the cities of Judah, either by his power or by 
his purfe, or both, he ereéted high places for the people to burn 


incenfe to. what idol they pleafed, as it were with defign to pro- _ 


voke the God of his fathers, ver. 25. (3-) He caft off God him- 
felf ; for he /acrificed to the gods of Damajfcus, ver, 23.; not 
becaufe he loved them, for he thought they fmote him ; but be- 
caufe he feared them, thinking they helped his enemies ; and. if 
he could bring them into his intereft, they would help him. 
Foolifh man ! it was his own God that {mote him, and ftreng- 
thened the Syrians again{t him, not the gods of Damafcus ; had 
he facrificed to him, and to him only, he would have helped 


him. But no marvel, mens affections and devotions are mifpla- 


ced, when they miftake the author of their trouble and help. 
- And what comes of it? The gods of Syria befriend Ahaz no 
morethan the kings of Affyria did; they were the ruin of him, 
and of all I/rael. This fin provoked God to bring judgments 
upon them, to cut him offin the midit of bis days, when he was 
but thirty-fix years old; and it debauched the people fo; that 
the reformation of the next reign could not prevail to eure them 


of their inclination to idolatry, but they retained that root of 


bitternefs till the captivity in Babylon plucked it up. 


The chapter concludes with the conclufion of the reign of A- 
haz, ver. 26, 27. For ought appears, he died impenitent, and © 


therefore died inglorious; for he was not buried in the /epul- 
chres of the. kings. Jultly was he thought unworthy to, be laid 
among them, that was fo unlike them; to be buried with kings, 
who had ufed his kingly power for the deftruction of the church, 
_and not for its protection or edification. 
‘ CA AP” SRE 
_ _. We are here entering upon a pleafant fcene, the good and glo- 
rious reign of Hezekiah ; in which we fhall find more of 
God and religion, than perhaps tn any of the good reigns we 
have yet met with; for he was a very zealous, devout, good 


man, none like him. In this chapter we have an account of | 
the-work of reformation which be fet about with vigour, | 


have trefpafled, and done that whieb was evilin | 


| God of Ifrael, that his fierce wrath may 


His exhortation to the priefts and Levites, when he put 
them. in poffiffion of the bonfe of God again, ver. i,—11- Ih, | 
The care and pains wich the Levites took to cleanfe the ~ 
temple, and put things into order there, ver. 12,—19- IIL.) 
A folemn revival of God's ordinances that bad been negled- | 
ed, in which atonement was made for the fins of the laft | 
reign, and the wheels fet a-go.ng again, to the great fatisface | 
- tion of king and people, ver. £9.30 . 4 
’¥Ezexian began to reign when he was five 
and twenty years old, and he reigned nine” 
and twenty years in Jerufalem: and his mother’s — 
name was Abijah the daughter of Zechariah. | 
2 And he did that which was right in the fight | 
of the Lorp, according to all that Dayid his ta- | 
ther had done, 3 { He, in’the firft year of his~ 
reign, in the firit month, opened the doors of the — 
houfe of the Lorv,and repaired them. 4 And 
he brought in the priefts,.and the Levites, and | 
gathered them togetherinto the eaft flreet. 5 And | 
faid unto them, Hear me, ye Levites, fanctify” 
now yourlelves, and fanctify the houfe of the | 
Lorp God of your fathers, and carry forth the | 
filthinefs out of the holy place. 6 For our fathers | 


sercnintstel fay Cs ote 


the eyes of the Lorn our God, and have forfla- 
ken him, and have turned away their faces from 
the habitation of the Lorp, and turned their 
backs. 7 Alfo they have fhut up the doors of | 
the porch, and put out the lamps, and have. 
not burnt incenfe, nor offered burnt-offerings in | 
the holy place, unto the God of Ifrael. 8 Where-. 
fore the wrath of the Lorp was upon Judah and - 
Jerufalem, and he hath delivered them to trou-» 
ble, to aftonifhment, and to hiffing,as ye fee with 

your eyes. 9 For lo, our fathers have fallen by 
the fword, and our fons, and our daughters, and © 
our wives are in captivity for this. 10 Now ais 
in mine heart to makea covenant with the Lorp _ 


Sisko 


away from us. 11 My fons, be not now negli 


gent: for the Lorp hath chofen you to ftand 
before him, to ferve him, ane that you fhould— 
minifter unto him, and burn incenfe. 


Here is, 1. Hezekiah's age when he came to the crown, 
he was twenty-five years old. Joath, that came to the crown 
after two bad reigns, was but feven years old ; Jofiah, that 
came after two bad reigns, was but eight; which occafioned 
the delay of the reformation: but Hezekiah was come to 


_years, and fo applied himfelf prefently to it. We may well 


think, with what aforrowful heart he beheld his father’s ido-— 
latry and profanenefs, how it troubled him to fee the doors £ 
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2. His general charadter. He did that which was right, 
‘dike David, ver. 2. Of feveral of his predeceffors it had been 
aid, they did that which was right, Sut not like David, not with 
-Davyid’s integrity and zeal. But here was one that had as hear- 
ty an affection for the ark and law of God as ever David had. 
3. His fpeedy application to the great work of reftoring re- 
sligion, ‘The firft thing he did, was to open the doors of the 


houfe of the Lord, ver. 3. We are-willing to hope his father _ 


had not quite fupprefled the temple-fervice ; for then the holy 
fire on the altar muft have gone out, which we do not read of 
the rekindiing of: but he had hindred the people from attend- 


ing it, and the priefts, but fuch of them as were of his own — 


“party, 2 Kings xvi. 15. But Hezekiah immediately threw 
the church doors open, and brought in the pricfis and Levites. 
He found Judah low and naked, and yet did not make it his 

“firft ‘bufinefs to revive the civil interefts of his kingdom, but 
to reftore religion to its good pofture again. - Thofe that begin 


‘with God, begin at the right end of their work, and it will | 


-profper accordingly. 


4. His fpeech to the priefts and Levites: It was well | 
+ known, no doubt, that he had a real kindnefs for religion, and © 


was difaffected to the corruptions of the laft reign; yet we do 


not find the priefts and Levites addrefling themfelves to him | 
for the reftoration of the temple-fervice; but he-calls upon them; 


_ which, I doubt, {peaks their coldnefs, as much as his zeal: and, 


-pethaps, if they had done their part with vigour, things had | 


not been brought intoifo very bad a pofture'as Hezekiah found 
A them: io.) 2<5: “3 , 

» Hezekiah’s exhortation to the Levites is very pathetical. 
__1ff, He lays before them the defolations of religion, and the 


“deplorable {tate to which it was brought among them : ver. 6, — 


“™. Our fathers have trefpaffed. He faith not, my father, be- 


eaufe it became him, as a fon, to be as tender as might be: of 


his father’s name, and bécaufe his father would not have done 
all this, if their fathers had not neglected their duty. 
the prieft had joined with Ahaz, in fetting. up an idolatrous 


“altar. He complains, (1.) That the houfe of God had been © 


‘deferted: They have forfaken God, and turned their backs upon 
“bis ‘habitation. Note, Thofe that turn their backs upon God’s 
ordinances, may truly be faid.to forfake God himfelf. . (2-) 
That the inftituted worthip of God there had been let fall; the 
lamps were not lighted, incenfe was not burnt. 


_that-was fignified by the burning of incen/e. 


__ .2dly, He thews them the fad confequences of the neglect — 
“and decay of religion among them, ver. 8,9. ‘This was the _ 
-eaufe of all the calamities they had Jain under ::God had in — 
“anger’delivered them to trouble, to'the fword, and to captivity. 


‘When we are under.the rebukes of God’s providence, it is 


“good for us to enquire whether we have not neglected God’s — 
ordinances, and whether that be not the controverfy he has 


‘with us. 


» 'gdly, He Aeelaredthis owen full purpofe and ‘refolution to re- 


-wive religion, and make it his bufinefs to promote ‘it: ver. 10. 


Ft is in my heart, i. e. Lam fally refolved to make a.covenant 
‘with the Lord God of Ifrael; i. e. to worfhip him only, and 
in that way which he hath appointed ; for I am fure that o- — 
os This | 
ing his -peo- | 


therwife his fierce anger will not turn away from us. 
‘covenant he would not only-make himfelf, but: br 
ple into the bond of. . 


~~ gthly, He engageth and exciteth the Levites and /priefts to. 


do their duty on this occafion. This he begins with, ver. 5. 


“this he ends with, ver. 11. calls them Levites, to mind them 
4 their obligation to God ; calls them his fons, to mind'them ' 
‘9 3 
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Urijah | 


The like ne- | 
gleéts are now, and no lefs culpable, if the word be not duly | 
read’and opened, for that was fignified by the dighting of the 
damps ; and if prayers and praifes be not duly offered up, for 
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of their relation to him, that he expetted that, as a jon with 
the father, they fhould ferve with him in the reformation of ‘the 
land. (1.) He tells them what was their duty; to fandtify 
themfelves firft, by repenting of their negleéts, reforming their 
own hearts and lives, and renewing their covenants with God, 
to do their duty better for time to comes and then to Jfan&ify 
the houfe of God, as the fervants, to make.it clean from every 
thing that was difagreeable, .cither through the difufe er the 
profanation of it, and to fet it up for the purpofes it was made. 
(2.) He ftirs them up toit: ver. 11. Be not now negligent, 
or remifs in your duty: Let not this good work be retarded 
through your careleffnefs. Be mot deceived, fo the margin. 
They that -by their negligence in the fervice of God, think to 
mock God, .and put a cheat upon him, do but deceive them- 
felyes, and put.a damning cheat upon their own fouls. Be not 
fecure, fo fome, as if there were no hafte to do it, or no dan- 
ger in not doing it. . Mens negligence in religion, is owing to 
their carnal fecurity. The confideration he quickens them 
with, is their office: The honour God had putupon them; he 
has chofen. you to ftand before him: The work he expeged 
from them ;. they. were not chofen to be idle, to enjoy the dig- 
nity, and leave the «duty .to be done by others, but to ferve 
him, and to minifter to-him. They muft therefore be -afha- 
med of their late remiffnefs, and now the doors of the temple 
were opened, again fet about their-work there with doable di- 
ligence. 


12, Then the Levites arofe, Mahath the _ 
fon of Amafai, and Joel the fon of Azariah, of 
the fons of the Kohathites: and of the fons of 
Merari; Kifh ‘the fon of Abdi, and Azariah 
the fon of Jehalelel: and of the Gerfhonites ; 
Joah the fon of Zimmah, and Eden the fon of 
Joah: 13 And of the fons of Elizaphan; Shim- 


ri and Jehiel: and of the fons of Afaph; Ze- 


chariah and Mattaniah: 14 And of the fons 
of Heman;.Jehiel and Shimei: and of the 
fons of Jeduthun ; Shemaiah and ‘Uzziel. 15. 
And they gathered their*brethren, and fanéi— 
fied themfelves, and came, according to the 
commandment of the king, by the words of the 


‘Lorp, to cleanfe the houfe of the Lorp. 16. 


And the priefts went into the inner part of the 
houfe of the Lorn, to cleanfe it, and brought 


out all the uncleannefs that they found in the. 


temple of the Lorp, into the court of the houfe 
of the Lerp. And the Levites took 7t, to car- 
ry it out abroad unto the brook Kidron. 17 


‘Now they began on the firft day of the firft 


month to fanctify, and on the eighth day of the 
month.came they to the porch of the Lorn : fo: 
they fandtified the houfe of the Lorp in eight 
days, and in the fixteenth day of the firft month. 
they made an end... 18 Then they went in to 
Hezekiah the king, and faid, We have cleanfed 


-all the houfe of the Lorp; and the altar of burnt- 


offering, with all the veffels thereof, and ‘the 
fhew-bread table, with all the veffels thereof. 
19. Moreover, all the veflels which king Ahaz in 
ae , his. 


-. they ‘cleared the temple, and. cleaned it, and in eight days 


fare, thofe they gathered together, fandified them, and laid in 
their place before the altar. ‘Though the veffels of the fanéiu- 


--and idolatrous altars that were fet up'in it, which, though kept 
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his reign did caft away in his tranfgreflion, have 
we prepared, and fanétified, and behold, they 
are before the altar of the Lorn. 

We have here bufy work, and good work, needful) work, 
the cleanfing of the houfe of the Lord. 

‘1. "Fhe perfons employed in this work were the priefts and 


“-Levites, who fhould have kept it clean; but not having done — 


that, were concerned to malte it clean. Several of the »Le- 
vites are herenamed; two of each of the three principal hou- 
fes, Kohath, Gerfhon, and Merari, ver. 12. atid two of each 
of the three families of fingers, Afaph, Heman, and Jeduthun, 
ver. 13. We cannot think thefe are named merely becaufe 
they were chief in place ; for then fure the high prieft, or fome 
of the heads of the courfes of the priefts, would have been 
mentioned ; but becaufe they were more active than the reft. 
When God has work to do, he will raife up leading men to 
prefide in it. And it is not always that the firft in place and 
rank are mott fit for fervice, nor molt forward to it. Thefe 


Levites not only beftirred themfelves, but gathered their bre- — 


thren, and quickened them to do according to the commandment 
of the kirig by the words of the Lord. Obferve, they did ac- 
‘cording to the king’s command, but with an eye to God's 
word. The king commanded them what was already their 
duty by the word of God, and in doing it they regarded God’s 
word as a rule to them, and the king’s commandment as a {pur 
to them. ee 

2. The work was cleanfing the houfe of God, (1.) From the 
common dirt it had contraéted while it was fhut up, duft, and 
cobwebs, and the ruft of the veffels. (2,) From the idols 


never fo'neat, were a greater pollution to it, than if it had been 
made the common fewer of the city. The priefts were none 
of them mentioned as leading men in this work, yet none but 


they durft go into the inner part of the houfe, ‘no ‘not to cleanfe — 


it, which they did; and perhaps the high prieft into the holy 
of holies to cleanfe that. And though the Levites had the 
honour to be the leaders in the work, they did not difdain to 
be fervitors to the prielts according to their office ; for what 
filth the priefts brought into the court, the Levites carried to 
the brook Kidron. Let not mens ufefulnefs, be it never fo 
eminent, make them forget their place. ; aii 8 

3. The expedition with which they did this work was very 
remarkable. They began’on the firft day of the firft month, 
a happy beginning of the new-year, and that promifed a good 
year; thus fhould every year begin with the reformation of 
what is amifs, and the purging away of all the defilements con- 
traéted the foregoing year, by true repentance. In eight days. 


more the courts of the temple, ver..1'7. Let thofe that do 
good work learn to rid work, and get it done. Let what is 
amifs be amended quickly. : 


4. The report they made of it to Hezekiah was very agree- _ 


able, ver. 18, 19. They gave him an account of what, they 
hyad done, becaufe it was he that fet them on work, boafted not 
of their own, care of pains ; nor did’ they come to him to be 
paid, but to let him know that all the things that had. been 
profaned were now fanétified according to Jaw, ‘and were rea- 
dy to be ufed again whenever he pleafed. 
good king had fet his ‘heart upon God’s altar, and longed to 


be attending that, and therefore they infifted moft upon the — 
readinéfs they had put that into ; that the veflels of the ‘dltar ~ 
-were {coured and brightened, thofe which Ahaz in his’ tran/- 


grefion had caft away, as veflels in which there was no plea- 
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_fhall be fuffered to fail for ever. 


‘the fons of Aaron, to offer them on the altar of — 


‘and the priefts received the blood, and {prink- 


the priefts killed them, and they made reconci- 


“an atonement for all Ifrael: for the king com- 


They knew the | : ee ee erratic: tS 
; and. worfhipped. .31 Then Hezekiah anfwered 
- and faid, Now ye have confecrated  yourlelves 
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ary may be profane fora while, God ‘will find a time and 4s 
way to fandtify them.‘ Neithér his ordinances nor his peoplé ~ 


20 YF Then Hezekiah the king rofe early, 
and gathered the rulers of the city, and went 
up to the houfe of the Lorp. 21 And they ~ 
brought feven bullocks, and feven rams, and. | 
feven lambs, and feven he-goats, for a fin-of- | 
fering for the kingdom, and for the fanduary, 
and for Judah: and he commanded the priefts 


> 


the Lorp. 22 So they: killed the bullocks, © 


led it on the altar : likewife when they had kil- | 
led the rams, they ‘fprinkled the blood upon 
the altar: they killed alfo the lambs, and they | 
fprinkled the blood upon the altar. 23 And 
they brought forth the he-goats for the fin-of- 
fering, before the king and the congregation, © 
and they laid their hands upon them: 24 And ~ 


ljation with their blood upon the altar, to make ™ 


manded that the burnt-offering, and the fin-of- 
fering /hould be made for all Mrael. 25 And he 
fet the Levites in the houfe of the Lorp, with 
cymbals, with pfalteries, and with harps, accor- 
ding’ to the commandment of David, and of Gad 
the king’s feer, and Nathah the prophet : for /o 
was the commandment of the Lorp by his pro- 
phets. 26 And'the Levites ftood with the in-_ 
{truments of David, and the priefts with the 
trumpets. 27 And Hezekiah commanded to” 
offer the burnt-offering upon the altar: and 
when the burnt-offering began, the fong of the 
Lorp began a//o with the trumpets, and with | 
the inftruments ordained by David king of Ie 
rael. 28 And all the congregation worfhipped, 
and the fingers fang,and the trumpetersfounded: 
and all this continued until the burnt-offering 
was finifhed. 29 And when they had made 
an end of offering, the king and all that were 
prefent with him, bowed themfelves and wor- 
{hipped. 30 Moreover, Hezekiah the king, 
and the princes commanded the Levites to fing 
praife unto the Lorp, with the words of Da- 
vid, and of Afaph the feer: and they fang prai- 
fes with gladnels, and they bowed. their heads 


unto the Lorp, come near, and bring facrifices, 


_and thank-offerings ito the houfe of the Lorp. 
And the congregation brought in facrifices, and 


thank-offerings, and as many as were of a free 
| heart, 
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heart, burnt-offerings. 32 And the number 
of the burnt-offerings’ which the congregation 


‘brought, was, threefcore and ten bullocks, an 


hundred rams, and two hundred lambs: all 


thefe were for a burnt-offering to the Lorn. 


33 And the confecrated things were fix hun- 
dred oxen, and three thoufand fheep. 34 But 


the priefts were too few, fo that they could not 


but they brought a fin-offering. 


flay all the burnt-offerings : wherefore their bre- 
thren the Levites did help them till the work 
was ended, and until the other priefts had fanc- 
tified themfelves: for the Levites were more 
upright in heart, to fanctify themfelves, than 
the priefts, 35 And alfo the burnt-offerings 
‘were in abundance, with the fat of the peace- 
offerings, and the drink-offerings for every 
burnt-offering. othe fervice of the houfe of 
the Lorp was fet in order. 36 And Hezekiah 
rejoiced, and all the people, that God had pre- 
pared the people: for the thing was done Aad 
denly. 

The temple being cleanfed, we have here an account of the 


good ufe that was immediately made of it. A folemn af- 
fembly was called to meet the king at the temple the very next 


~day, ver. 20. and very glad, no doubt, all the good people in ~ 


Jerufalem were, when it was faid, Let us go up to the houfe of 
the Lord, Pfal. cxxii. 1. As foon as Hezekiah heard that 
the temple was ready for him, he loft no time, but made it ap- 
pear he was ready for it. 
of the Lord, earlier on that day than on other days, to fhew 
that his heart was upon his work there. 

Now this day’s work was to look two ways; 

1, Atonement muft be made for the fins of the laft reign. 
they thought it not enough to lament and forfake thefe fins, 
Even our repentance and re- 
formation will not obtain pardon, but in and through Chrift, 
who was made fin, i. ¢. a fin-offering for us, No peace but 
through his blood, no not for penitents. Obferve, 

1/?, The fin-offering was for the kingdom, for the fancluary, 


and for Fudah, ver. 21, 7. e. to make atonement for the fins’ 


of princes, priefts, and people; for they had all corrupted their 
way... The law of Mofes appointed facrifices to make atone- 
ment for the fins of the whole congregation, Lev. iv. 13, 14. 


_ Numb. xv, 21, 25, that the national judgments which their 


‘national fins deferved, might be turned away : for this we muft 


now have an eye to Chrift, the great propitiation, as well as for 
the remiflion and falvation of particular perfons, 

‘2dly, The law appointed only one goat for the fin-offering, 
as on the day of atonement, Lev. xvi. 15. and on fuch extra- 
‘ordinary occafions as this, Numb. xv. 24. But they here of- 
fered feven, ver. 23. becaufe the fins of the congregation had 


been very great, and long continued in. Seven is a number 


ec 


of perfection: our great fin-offering 


ed is but one, yet that one 
perfeds for ever them that are fan@ified. 


‘3dly, The king and the congregation (i. e. the reprefenta- 


tives of the congregation ) laid their hands on the head of the goats 
that were for the /in-offering, ver. 23. thereby owning them- 
felvés guilty before God, and exprefling their defire, that the 


guilt of the finner might be transferred upon the facrifice. By 


faith we lay our hands on the Lord Jefus, and fo receive the 
atonement, Rom. v. 11. | “og 
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He rofe early to go up to the houfe — 
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4th/y, Burnt-offerings were offered with the f{in-offerings, 
Seven bullocks, feven rams, and feven lambs. The intention 
of the burnt-offerings was to give glory to the God of Ifrael, 
whom they own as the only true God, which it was proper ta 
do at the fame time that they were by the fin-offering making 
atonement for their offences. The blood of thofe, as well as 
of the fin-offering, was /prinkled upon the altar, ver. 24. to 
make reconciliation for all J/rael, ver. 24. and not for Judah 
only. Chrift is a propitiation not for the fins of Ifrael only, 
but of the whole world, 1 John ii. 1, 2. , : 
sthiy, While the offerings were burning upon the altar, the 
Levites fang the fong of the Lord, ver. 27. the pfalms compo- 
fed by David and Afaph, ver. 30. with the mufical inftru- 
ments which God by his prophets had commanded the ufe of 
ver. 25. and which -had been long negle&ed. Even forrow 


~ for fin maft not put ws out of tune for praifing God\ By faith 


we mutt rejoice in Chrift Jefus as our righteoufnefs ; and our 
prayers and ptaifes mult afcend withshis offering, to be accep- 
ted only in the virtue of it. 

6thly, ‘The king and all the congregation teftified their con- 
fent to, and concurrence in, all that was done, by dowing their 
heads and wor/hipping ; exprefling an awful veneration of the 
divine Majefty, by. poftures of adoration. This is taken no- 
tice of, ver. 20, 29, 30. It is not enough for us to be where 
God is worfhipped, if we do not ourfelves worfhip him, and 
that not with bodily exercife only, which profits little, but with 
the heart. 

2. The folemnities of this day did likewife look forward : 
the temple-fervice was to be fet up again, that it might be 
continually kept up; and this Hezekiah calls them to, ver. 
31. Now ye have confecrated yourfelves to the Lord, have 
both made an atonement, and made a covenant by facrifice ; 
are folemnly reconciled and engaged to him; now come near, 
and bring facrifices. Note, Our covenant with God mutt 
be purfued, and improved in communion with him. Having 
confecrated ourfelves in the firft place to the Lord, we mutt 
bring the facrifices of prayer, and praife,and alms to his 
houfe. Now in this work it was found, 

1/2, That the people were free; Being called.to it by the 
king, they brought in their offerings, though not io fuch abun- 
dance as in the glorious days of Solomon: for Judah was now 
diminifhed, impoverifhed, and brought low; but according to 
what they had, and as much as one could expect, confidering 
their poverty, and the great decay of piety among them. (1.) 
Some were fo generous as to bring burnt-offerings, which were 
wholly confumed to the bonour of God, and of which the of- 
ferer had no part: of this fort there were feventy bullocks, 
one hundred rams, and two hundred lambs, ver. 32. (2) 
Others brought peace-offerings, and thank-offerings, the fat of 
which was burnt upon the altar, and the flefh divided between 
the priefts and the offerers, ver. 35. of this fort there were fix 
hundred oxen, end three thoufand fheep, ver. 33. » Perhaps 
the remembrance of their fin in facrificing on the high pla- 
ces, made them more willing to bring their facrifices now to 
God’s altar. } 

2dly, That the priefls were few, too few for the fervice, ver. 
34. Many of them, it is likely, were fufpended, and laid a- 
fide as polluted and uncanonical, for having facrificed to idols 
in the Jaft reign, and the reft had not the zeal that one might 
have expected upon fuch an occafion. "Uhey thought the. 
king needed not to be fo forward, that there was no fuch hafte 
of opening the doors of the temple, and therefore they took no 
care to fandtify themfelves ; and being unfandtified, and fo un+ 
qualified, they made that their excufe for being abfent. from 
the fervice ; as if their offence would be their defence. It is 
recorded here, to the perpetual fhame of the priefts, that 

5 EF though 
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though they were fo well provided for out of the offerings of 
the Lord made by fire, yet they did not mind their bufinefs. 
Here was work to do, and there wanted proper hands to 
do it. 

3dly, That the Levites were forward. They had been 
more upright in heart to fanétify themfelves than the pricfts, 
ver. 34. were better affected to the work, and better prepared 
and qualified for it : this was their praife, and in recompenfe for 
it they had the honour to be employed in that which was the 
priefts work ; they helped them to flay the offerings. This was 
not according to the law, Lev. i. 5, 6. But the irregularity 
was difpenfed. with in cafe of neceflity, and that-encourage- 
ment. might be given to the faithful zealous Levites, and a ju 
difgrace put upon the carelefs priefts. What the Levites want- 
ed in the ceremonial advantages of their birth and confecration, 


was abundantly made up in their eminent qualifications of flall 


and will to do the work. 


4thly, That all were pleafed. The king and all the people : 


rejoiced in this bleffed turn of affairs, and the new face of re- 
ligion which the kindgdom had put on, ver. 35. _‘T'wo things 
in this matter pleafed them. (1.)-That it was foon brought 


about, the thing qwas done fuddenly, in a little time, with a great | 


deal of eafe, and without any oppofition. ‘Thofe that go a- 
bout the work of God in faith, and with refolution, will find 
there is not that difficulty in it which they fometimes imagine, 
but it will be a pleafing furprife to them to fee how foon it is 
_ done. (2.) That it was plain the hand of God was in it ; 
God had prepared the people, by the fecret influences of his 
grace, fo that many of thofe who had in the laft reign doted 
on the idolatrous altars, were now as much in love with God’s 
altar. This change God wrought on their minds did very 
much expedite and facilitate the work. Let magiftrates and 
‘minifters do their part towards the reforming ofa land, and 
- then let them truft God to do his, and afcribe to him the glo- 
ry of what is done, efpecially when it is done fuddenly, and 
is a pleafing furprife. This is the Lord’s doing and it is mar- 
welious. a ta 
: CHAP. XXX. 5 
In this chapter we have an account of the folemn paffover 
which Hexehiah kept in the firft year of bis reign: 1. The 
confultation about tt, and the refolution he and bis people 
came to for the obfervance of it, yer. 2,—5. IL. The in- 
witation he fent to Judah and I/rae{ to come and keep it, 
ver. 1,6,—12. III. The joyful celebration of tt, ver. 13, 
—27. Aid by this the reformation fet on foot tn the fore- 
going chapter was greaily advanced and chablifbed, and 
that nail in God’s holy place clenched. 


' « ND Hezekiah fent to all Ifrael and Judah, 
, and wrote letters alfo to Ephraim and Ma- 
nafleh, that they fhould come to the houle of 
the Lorp at Jerufalem, to keep the paflover un- 
tothe Lorp God of Ifrael. 2 For the king had 
taken counfel, and his princes, and all the con- 
gregation at Jerufalem, to keep the paffover in 
the fecond month. 3 For they could not keep 
it at that time, becaufe the priefts had not fanc-. 
tified themfelves fufficiently, neither had the 


people gathered themflelves together to Jerufa, 


lem. 4 And the thing pleafed the king, and 
all the congregation. 
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fhould come to keep the paffover unto the Lorp 


princes, by the word of the Lorp. 


5 So they eftablithed a | 
decree, to make proclamation throughout all _ 
-Ifrael, from Beer-fheba even to Dan, that they — 


God of Hrael at Jerufalem : for they had not ~ 
done it of a long time in fuch fort as it was writ- 
ten. 6 So the pofts went with the letters from _ 


=e RR 


fed againft the Lorp God of their fathers, who ~_ 
therefore gave them up to defolation, as ye fee. 

8 Now be ye not ftiff-necked as your fathers | 
were, but yield yourfelyes unto the Lorp, and ~ 
enter into his fanétuary, which he hath fanai- 
fied for ever: and ferve the Lorp your God, © 
that the fiercenefs of his wrath may turn away 
from you. g For if ye turn again unto the 
Lorn, your brethren ‘and your children foal 
jind compaffion before them that lead them — 
captive, fo that they fhall come again into this — 
land: ‘for the Lory your God is gracious and — 
merciful, and will not turn away bis face from | 
you, if ye return unto him. 10 So the pofts — 
pafied from city to city, through the country of 
Ephraim and Manafleh, even unto-Zebulun: — 
but they laughed them to feorn, and mocked — 
them. 11 Neverthelefs, divers of Afher, and — 
Manaffeh, and of Zebulun, humbled themfelves, — 
and came to Jerufalem. 12 Alfo ig Judah, the — 
hand of God was to give them one heart to do. 
the commandment of the king, and of the 


ee 


ak 


a eS 


is ot 


Here is, 1. A paffover refolved upon. ‘That annual feaft — 
was inftituted as a memorial of the bringing of the children of B 
Ifrael out of Egypt: it happened that the reviving of the tem- ad 
ple-fervice fell within the appointed days of that fealt, the > 
feventeenth day of the firft month; this brought that forgotten — 3 
folemnity to mind. What {hall we do, faith Hezekiah, about, 
the paffover? It is a very comfortable ordinance, and has been ae 


long negleéted, how fhall we revive that? The time is lapfed 
for this year ; we cannot go about it immediately, the congre- ~ 


| gation is thin, the people have not got notice, the priefts are 
| not prepared, ver. 3. Muftwe defer it to another year? Many, 


it is likely, were for deferring it: but Hezekiah confidered,, a 
that by that time.twelvemonth the good affections of the peo- 
ple would cool, and it would be too Jong to want the benefit‘of 
the ordinance ; and therefore finding a provifo inthe law oka 
Mofes, that, particular perfons who were unclean in the firft qi 
month, might keep the paflover.the fourteenth day of the fe 
cond month, and be accepted, Numb. ix. 11. he doubted not 
but that might be extended tothe congregation. | Whereupon we 
they refolved to keep the paflover in the fecond month. Let the — 
circumttance .give way to the fubltance, and let not the thing 
itfelf be loft upon a nicety about the time. It is good ftriking 

my qe ee yee 
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» fervice to work for him. 


Chap. XXX, 


while the iron is hot, and taking people when they are in a good 
mind. Delays are dangerous, 


2. A proclamation iflued out to give notice of this paffover, — 


and to fummon the people to it. 

if, An invitation was {ent to the ten revolted tribes to ftir 
them up to come and attend this folemnity. Letters were 
written to Ephraim and Manafich to invite them to Jerufalem 
to keep the paflover, ver. 1. not with any politic defign to bring 
them back to the houfe of David, but with a pious defign to 
bring them back to the Lord God of Ifrael; let them take 


> who they will for their king, faith Hezekiah, fo they will but 


take him for their God. ‘The matters in difference between 
Judah and Ifrael, either upon a civil or facred account, fhall 
not hinder, but that if the people of Ifrael will fincerely return 
to the Lord their God, Hezekiah will bid them as welcome 
to the paflover as any of his own fubjects. LExcpreffes are. fent 
throughout all the tribes of Ifrael, with memorials, earneftly 
_prefling the people to take this opportunity of -returaing to the 
God from whom they had revolted. Now here we have, 
(1.) The contents of the circular letters that. were difpatch- 
ed away upon this occafion, in which Hezekiah difcovers 
great concern both for the honour of God, and for the welfare 
of the neighbouring kingdom, the profperity of which he feems 
paflionately defirous of, though he not only received no toll, 


_ tribute, or cuftom from it; but it had oft, and not long fince, ° 


been vexatious to his kingdom. This is rendering ‘good for 
evil. Obferve, [1.] What it is which he preffeth them to, 
ver. 8. Yield yourfelves unto the Lord. Before you can come 
into communion with him, you muft come into-covenant with 


him. Give the hand to the Lord; fo the word is, i.e. confent - 


to take him for your God, A bargain is confirmed by giving 
the hand ; ftrike this bargain. Join yourfelves to him in an 
 everlafting covenant. Sub/cribe with the hand to be his, H- 
xliv. 5; Give him your hand in token of giving him your 
heart; lay your hand to his plough ; devote yourfelves to his 
Yield to him, i. e. come up to his 
terms ; come under his government ; ftand it not out any long- 
er again{t him. Yield to him, to be abfolutely and univerfally 
at his command, at his difpofe ; to be, and do, and have, and 


. , foffer whatever he pleafeth. In order to this, be not if 


- 


necked as your fathers were 5 let not your corrupt and wicked 
wills rife up in refiftance of, and rebellion againff, the will of 
God. Say not, you will do what you pleafe, but what he 
_ pleafeth. There is in the carnal mind a {tiffnefs and_ob(tina- 
cy, an unaptnefs to comply with God; we have it from our: 
fathers; it is bred m the bone with us: this muft be conquer- 
ed; and the will that had in it a fpirit of contradiction, muft 


- ~ be melted into the will of God; and tohis yoke the neck mutt 


be bowed and fitted that was an iron finew. In purfuance to 


this refignation to God, he preffeth them #o enter into the fanc- 


tuary, i.e. to attend upon him in that place which he had cho- 
fen to put his name there, and ferve him in the ordinances 
“which he had appointed. The doors of the fanctuary are now 
opened, and you have liberty to enter ; the temple-fervice is 
now revived, and you -are welcome to join in it; the king 
faith, Come, ‘the princes and priefts fay, Come, whoever will, 
Tet him come. This he calls, ver. 6. Turning to the Lord God; 
- for they had forfaken him, and worfhipped other gods; repent 
‘now, and be converted. hus they that through grace have 
turned to Godthemfelves, fhould do all they can to bring back 


+ others to him. [2-] What arguments he ufeth to perfuade 


them to do this. 1. ] You are children of Ifrael, and there- 
fore ftand related, ftand obliged, to'the Ged ot Ifrael, from 
whom you are revolted. 2.] The God you are called to re- 


. aurn to, is the God of Abraham, Hfaac, and Jacob, a God in 


/ 
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covenant with your firft fathers, ye ferved him and. yielded 
themfelves to him; and it was their honour and happinefs. 
3.] Your late fathers that forfook him, and trefpaffed againft 
him, have been given upto defolation ; their apoftafy and’ idols 
atry has been their ruin as you fee, ver.7. Let the'r harms 
be your warnings. 4.] You yourfelves are but a remnant nar- 
towly efcaped out of the hands of the kings of Affyria, ver. 0. 
and therefore are concerned to put yourfelves under the protec- 
tion of the God of your fathers, that you be not quite fwallow- 
edup. 5.] This is the only way of turning away the fierce- 
ne/s of God’s anger from you, ver. 8. which will certainly con- 
fume you if you continue {tiff necked. 6.] If you return to 
God in a way of duty, he will return to you in a way of mer- 

cy. This he begins with, ver. 6. and concludes with, ver. 9. 

_ In general, you will find him gracious and merciful, and one 
that will not turn away his face from you, if you feck him, 

notwithftanding the provocations you have given him. Parti- 
cularly;~you may hope that he will turn again the captivity of 
your brethren that are carried away, and bring them back to 
their own land. Now, could any thing be expreffed more pa- 

“thetically, more movingly? could there be a better caufe, and 
better pleaded ? 

(z.) The entertainment which Hezekiah’s meffengers and 
meflage met with. It does not appear that Hofhea, who was 
now king of Ifrael, took any umbrage from, or gave any op- 
pofition to the difperfing of thefe proclamations through his king- 
dom, nor that he forbade his fubjects to accept the invitation : 
but left them intirely to their liberty, they might go to Jerus 
falem to worfhip if they pleafed ; for though he did evil, yet not 
like the kings of Ifrael that were before him, 2 Kings xvii. 2., 
He faw ruin coming upon his kingdom, and if any of his fub- 
jects would try this expedient to prevenit it, with 'all his heart. 
But for the people, . ; 

[1.] The generality of them flighted the call, and turned 
a deaf ear to it. The meffengers went from city to city, fome 
to one, and fome to another, and ufed prefling inftances with 
the people to come up to Jerufalem to keep the paflover; but 
they were fo far from complying with the meflage, that they 
abufed them that brought it, /aughed them to scorn, and mocked 
them, ver. 10.3 not only refufed, but refufed with difdain. 
Tell them of the God of Abraham, they knew him not ; they 

| had other gods to ferve, Baal and Afhtaroth ; tell them of the 
fan@uary, their high places were as good; of God’s mercy and. 
| wrath, they neither dreaded the one, nor defired the other. No 
marvel the king’s meflengers were thus defpitefuly ufed by this 
apoftate race, when God's meffengers were fo, his fervants the 
prophets, that produced credentials from him. The deftruction 
of the kingdom of the ten tribes was now at hand, it was but 
two or three years after this that the king of Aflyria laid fiege 
to Samaria, which ended in the captivity of thofe tribes. Juift 
before this, they had not only a king of their own that permit- 
ted them to return to God's fan@uary, but a king of Judah 
that earneftly invited them to. do it. Hadi they generally ac- 
cepted this invitation, it might have prevented their ruin; but 
their contempt of it haftened and aggravated it, and left them 
inexcufable. . 

[2.] Yet there were fome few that accepted the invitation. 
The meflage, though to fome it was a favour of death unto — 
death, was to others a favour of life unto life, vet. 11. Inthe 
worft of times God has had a remnant ; fo he had here, divers 
of Afher, Manaffeh, and Zebulun, (here is no mention of any 
out-of Ephraim) Aumbled, themfelves and came to Ferufalem, 
i.e. were forty for their fins, and fubmitted to God. Pride 
keeps men from yielding themfelvs to the Lord; when that is 
brought down, the work is done. : 
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[3..] A command was given to the men of Judah to attend 
this folemnity ; and they univerfally obeyed it, ver. 12. They 
did it with one heart, were all of a mind-in it, and the hand of 
God gave them that one heart; for it is in the day of power 
that Chrift’s fubjefts are made willing. It is God that works 
both to will and to do. When.people at any time difcover an 
unexpected forwardnefs to that which is good, we mult ac- 
knowledge the hand of God in it. 


13 G And there affembled at Jerufalem much 
people, to keep the feaft of unleavened bread 
in the fecond month, a very great congregation. 
14 And they arofe, and took away the altars 
that were in Jerufalem, and all the altars for in- 
cenfe took they away, and caft them into the 
brook Kidron. 15 Then they killed the paf- 
fover on the fourteenth day of the fecond month: 
and the priefts and the Levites were afhamed, 
and fandtified themfelves, and brought in the 
burnt-offerings into the houfe of the Lorp. 16 
And they ftood in their place after their man- 
ner, according to the law of Mofes the man of 
God: the priefts fprinkled the blood, which 
they received of the hand of the Levites.. 17 
For there were many in the congregation that 
were not fanctified : therefore the Levites had 
the charge of the killing of the paffover, for e- 
very one that was not clean, to fanctify them 
unto. the Lorp. 18 For a multitude of the 
people, even many of Ephraim and Manaffeh, 
Iffachar and Zebulun, had not cleanfed them- 
felves ; yet did they eat thé paflover, otherwife 
than.it was written: but Hezekiah prayed for 

them, faying, The good Lorp pardon every 
one, 19 That prepareth his heart. to feek God, 
the Lorp God of his fathers, though he be not 
cleanfed according to the purification of the 
-fanctuary. 20 And the Lorp hearkened to He- 
~zekiah, and healed the people. 


? 

The time appointed for the paffover is now come, and a 
‘very great congregation came together upon this occafion, ver. 
°13. Nowhere we have, . ie ; 

1. The preparation they made for the paflover ; and good 
preparation it was: they took away all the idolatrous altars 


that were found not only in the temple, but in Jerufalem, ver. - 


14. Before they kept the feaft, they caft out this old leaven. 


The belt preparation we can make. for the gofpel-paflover, is 


to caft away our iniquities, our {piritual idolatries. 

2. Their celebration of the paffover. In this the people 
were fo forward and zealous, that the priefts and Levites 
bluthed to fee themfelves out-done by the commonality, to fee 
them more ready to bring facrifices, than they ‘were to offer 
them. ‘This put them upon fanéifying themfelves, ver. 16. 
that the work might not ftand {till for want of hands to carry 
it on. The notice we take of the zeal of others, thould make 
us afhamed of our own coldnefs, and quicken us not only todo 


‘our duty, but to do it well, and to fandtify ourfelves to it. > 
They did according to the duty of their place, yer, 16, fprink.° 


UC WRONG BS, 


‘regularity. 


_this is the one thing needful, that we /eek God, his favour, his 
| tive’as it fhould be; here is a ‘defect in fanétuary-purification 3” 


- quities of our holy things, is to feck it of God by prayer; it 


r to Peay. fof them ; as Hezekiah here. . 
a 


ling the blood upon the altar, which was a type of Chrift our ~ 

‘paflover facrificed for us. . eee 
3. The irregularities they were guilty of in this folemnity. 

The fubftance was well managed, and with a great deal of de- 7 
votion ; but befides that, it was a month out of time. (1.) 7 
The Levites killed the pafover, which fhould have been done 7} 
by the priefts only, ver. 17. ‘They alfo afhfted more than ore | 
dinarily the law allowed, in offering the other facrifices, parti- 
cularly thofe that were for the purifying of the unclean, many 
of which there were now occafion for. Some think it was the _ 
offerers work, not the priefts, that the Levites had here the 
charge of. Ordinarily every man killed his lamb, but now for 
thofe that were under any ceremonial pollution, the Levites did _ 
it. (2.) Many were permitted to eat the paflover, that were 
not purified according to the ftri€inefs of the law, ver. 18. This 7 
was the fecond month, and they had no warrant to put them 
off further to the third month, as if it had been the firftmonth 
the law had permitted them to eat it the fecond. Andthey | 
were loth to forbid them communicating at all, left they fhould 
difcourage new converts, and fend them away complaining, 
whom. they defired to fend away rejoiciug. Grotius obferves_ 
from this, that ritual inftitutions maft give way not only to a 
public neceflity, but to a public benefit and advantage. , 

- 4« Hezekiah’s prayer to God for the forgivenefs of this ir- 
It was his zeal that had called them together in 
fuch hafte, and he would not that any fhould fare the worfe for 
being ftraitened of time in their preparation: he therefore — 
thought himfelf concerned to be an interceffor for thofe that — 
eat the paffover otherwife than it was written, that there might — 
not be wrath upon them from the Lord. His prayer was, . 

it, A fhort prayer, but to the purpofe. The good Lord — 
pardon every one in the congregation that has fixed, engaged, ~ 
or prepared his heart to thofe fervices, though the ceremonial 
preparation be wanting. Note, (1.) The great thing required 
in our attendance upon God in folemn ordinances, is, that we 
prepare our hearts to feck him; that we be fincere and upright _ 
in all we do, and the inward man be engaged and employedin _ 
it, and we make heart-work of it, it is all nothing without this. ~ 

Behold, thou defireft truth in the inward part. Hezekiah doth 
not pray that this might be difpenfed with, or that the want of — — 
other things might be pardoned where there was not this, for — 


honour, and that we fet our hearts to do it. (2.) Wherethis 
fincerity and fixednefs of heart is, yet it is poffible there may _ 
be many defeéts and infirmities, both the frame of the fpirit 
and the performance of the fervice fhort of the purification of 
ihe fanfuary. Cortuptions not fo fully conquered, thoughts 
not fo clofely fixed, affedtions not fo lively, faith not fo opera~ 


there 1s nothing perfed@ under the fun, nor a ju/? man that doth 
good, and finneth not. (3.) Thefe defects need pardoning, 
healing grace ; for omiffions are fins in duty, as well as of du» 
ty. If God fhould deal with us in ftrié juftice, according to 
the beft of our performances, we are undone. (4.) The way 
to obtain pardon for our deficiencies in duty, and all the ini- 


petition through the blood of Chrift. 5.) In this 

mu{t take encouragement from the goodnefs of G 
good Lord pardon; for when he proclaimed his goo 
infifted upon'this branch of it, forg. i 
and fin. (6.) It is the duty ‘of 
of others, not only to look to themf 
ate under their charge, to fee wherein the 


is not fo a pardon of courfe, but that it. muft-be obtained 


; 2dl) A fuccefsful prayer: The Lord’ | 


~ 
s, 


> * 
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it 


— kiab, was greatly well-pleafed with his pious concern for the 
-_ congregation, and in anfwer to his prayer, healed the people, ver. 
20. not only did not lay their fin to their charge, but ‘graci- 
oufly accepted their fervices notwith{tanding, for healing notes 
not only forgivenefs, Ifa: vi. 10. Pfal. ciii, 3. but comfort and 
peace, Ifa. lvii. 18. Mal. iv. 2. 


21 And the children of Irael that were pre- 
fent at Jerufalem, kept the feait of unleavened 
bread feven days with great gladnefs: and the 

» Levites, and the priefts praifed the Lorn day 
by day, finging with loud inftruments unto the 
Lorp. 22 And Hezekiah fpake comfortably 
- unto all the Levites that taught the good know- 
~ ledge of the Lorn: and they did eat through- 
out the feaft feven days, offering peace-ofier- 
- ings, and making confeflion to the Lorn God 
of their fathers. 23 And the whole affembly 
took courifel to keep other feven days: and 
‘they kept other feven days with gladnefs. 24 
For Hezekiah king of Judah did give to the 


“congregation. a thoufand bullocks, and feven 


» thoufand fheep ; and the princes gave to the 
_ congregation a thoufand bullocks, and ten 
__thoufand fheep; and a great number of priefts 
- fandtified themfelves. 25 And all the congre- 
_ gation of Judah, with the priefts and the Le- 
_vites, and all the congregation that came out 
of Ifrael, and the ftrangers that came out of the 
_ land of I{rael, and that dwelt in Judah, rejoiced. 
26 So there was great joy in Jerufalem: for 
ince the time of Solomon the fon of David, 
_ king of Hrael, there was not the like in Jerufa- 
~lem. 27 ¥ Then the priefts the Levites arofe, 
_ and Dleffed the people = and ‘their voice was 
heard, and their prayer came wp to his holy 
_ dwelling-place, even unto heaven. . 
After the paffover followed the feaft of unleavened’ bread, 


which continued feyen days. How that was obferved, we are 


here told, and every thing in this account looks pleafant and 
~ lively. Bel tat 4 
f Ec Penes of facrifices were offered to God in peace- 
- offerings, by which they both acknowledged and implored the 
_ favour of Gad, and on part of which the offerers feafted with 
their friends during thef2 feven days, ver. 22. in token of their 
communion with God, and the comfott they took in his fa- 
vour, and their reconciliation to him. To keep up this part 


of the fervice that God’s altar might be abundantly regaled _ 


__with the fat and blood, and his priefts and people with the 
_ fieth of the peace-offerings, Hezekiah gave out of his ‘own 
_ ftock one thoufand bullocks, and feven ‘thoufand fheep, and 


__the princes, excited by his pious example, gave the fame num: _ 


' ber of bullocks, and a great number of fheep, and all for peace- 
_ offerings, ver. 24. By-this God was honoured, the joy of 
the feftival was kept up, and the, {trangers were encouraged to 
- come again to Jerufalem. It was generoufly done of the king 
_ and the princes, thus plentifully to entertain the whole con- 
_ pregation ; but what is a great eftate good for, but that it puts 
men into a capacity of doing fo much the more good. Chrift 
4 ‘ 

yg : 


_ part till they had doubled the time. 
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feafted thofe that followed him, I believe’ neither Hezekiah 
nor his princes were the poorer at the year’s end, for this their 
pious liberalitys . 

2. Many good prayers were put up-to God, with the peace- 
offerings, ver. 22. They made confeffion to the Lord God of 
their fathers, in which the intent and meaning of the peace- 
offerings was direéted and explained. When the priefts 
fprinkled the blood and burnt the fat, they made confeffion, fo 
did the people when they feafted on their part. They made 
a religious confeflion of thcir relation to God and dependeneé 
upon him; a penitent confeflion of their fias and infirmities 3 a 
thankful confeflion of God’s mercies to them ; and a fupplica- 
tory confeflion of their wants and defires; and in all thefe had 
an eye to God as the God of their fathers, a God in covenant 
with them, 

3. There was a great deal of good preaching. The Levites 
(whofe office it was, Deut. xxxiii. 10.) taught the people the 
good knowledge of the Lord, read and opened the {criptures,. 
and inftructed the congregation concerning God and their du- 
ty to him; and great need there was of it, after fo long a fa- 
amine of the word as had been in the laft reign. Hezekiah did 
not himfelf preach, but he fpake comfortably to the Levites that 
did, attended their preaching, commended their diligence, and 

Jaffared. them of his protection and countenance; and thereby, 
encouraged them. to ftudy hard, and take pains, and put a ree 
putation upon. them, that: the people might refpect and regard 
them the more. Princes and magiftrates, by owning and en- 
conraging faithful and laborious preachers, greatly ferve the in- 
‘terelt of God’s kingdom among men. 

4. They fung pfalms every day: ver. 21. The Lewites and 
pricfs praifed the Lord day by day, both with fongs and mufi- 


. cal inftruments ; thus exprefling their own, and exciting one 


another’s joy in God, and thankfulnefs to him... Praifing God. 
fhould be much of our work in our religious affemblies. 

5. Having kept the feven days of the fealt in this religious 
manner, they had fo much comfort in it, ¢hat they hept other 
Jeven days, ver, 23. Uhey did not inftitute any new worthips,. 
but repeated and continued the old. The cafe was extraordi- 


. nary; they had been long without the ordinance, guilt had 


been contracted by the: neglect of it. They had now got a: 
very great congregation together, and were ina devout ferious 
frame :. they knew not when they might have fuch another op- 
portunity; and therefore could not now find.in their hearts to: 
Many of them were a- 
great way from-home and had bufinefs in the country to look , 
after ; for being in the fecond month, they were in the mid(t: 
of their harveft, yet they were in no halte to return, the zeal. 


. of God’s houfe made them forget themfelves,. and their fecu- 
~ lar affairs. 


How far unlike thofe who fnuffed at God’s fer-- 
vice, and faid, What a wearine/s is if ? or thofe who alked,. 
When will the fabbath be gone ? The fervants of God fhould 
abound in his work.. ‘ 

6. Adi this they did: with gladne/s, ver. 23,; they all ree. 
joiced, and particularly the frangers, ver. 25. So there was a 
great joy in Ferufalem, ver. 25. Never was the like fince the 
dedication of the temple in Solomon’s time. Note, Holy du- 
ties fhould: be performed with holy gladnefs : we fhould be for- 
ward'to them,.and take pleafure in them, relifh the fweetnefs 
of communion with God, and look. upon it as a matter of un- 
fpeakable joy and comfort that we are thus favoured, and. have 
fuch earnetts of everlafting joy. 

7. the congregation was at length difmiffed with a folemn 
bleffing, ver. 27. (1.) The priefts: pronounced it ; for it was : 
part of their office to dlefs the people, Numb. vi. 22, 23. in. 
which they were both the people’s mouth to God, by way of 

prayer; and God’s mouth to the people by way of sa ; 
or 


® 
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for their blefling included both. In it they teftified both their 
defire of the people’s welfare, and their dependence upon God, 
and that word of his grace, to which they commended them. 
What a comfort is it to a congregation, to be fent home thus 
crowned. (2.) God faid Amen to it. The voice of the 
priefts, when they bleffed the people, was heardin heaven, and 
came up to the Aaditation of God’s boline/s. When they pro- 
nounced.the blefling, God commanded, and perhaps gave fome 
fenGble token of the ratification of it. The prayer that comes 
up to heaven in a cloud of incenfe, will come down again to 
this earth in fhowers of bleflings. 
CHAP. XXXI. 
We have here a further account of that bleffed reformation 
which Hezekiah was a glorious infirument of; and what 
further happy advances he made init. 1. All the rem- 
nants of idolatry were deftroyed and abolifhed, ver. 1. 
II. The priefts and Levites were fet to work again, every 
man in bis place, ver. 2. ULI. Care was taken for ther 
maintenance. (1) The royal bounty to the clergy, and 
for the fupport of the temple-fervice, was duly paid, ver. 
3. (2.) Orders were given for the raifing of the people's 
quota, ver. 4. (3-) The people thereupon brought in their 
dues abundantly, ver. §;—10. (4.) Commifioners were 
appointed for the due diftribution of what was brought in, 
ver. 11,19. Laftly, Here ts the general praife of He- 
zekiah’s fincerity in all bis undertakings, vet. 20, 21. 
OW when all this was finifhed, all Ifrael 
_ that were prelent, went out to the cities 
of Judah, and brake the images in pieces, and” 
cut down the groves, and threw down the high 
places, and the altars out of all Judah and Ben- 
jamin, in Ephraim alfo and Manafleh, until they 
had utterly deftroyed them all. Then all the 
children of Ifrael returned every man to his 
pofleffion into their own cities. 2 f And He- 


zekiah appointed the courfes of the priefts and | 


the Levites after their courfes, every man ac- 
cording to his fervice, the priefts and Levites 
for burnt-offerings, and for peace-offerings,. to 
minifter and to give thanks, and to praife in the 
gates of the tents of the Lorn. 3 He appointed 
alfo the king’s portion of his fubftance, for the 
burnt-offerings, to wit, for the morning and 
evening burnt-offerings, and the burnt-offerings 
- for the fabbaths, and for the new-moons, and 
for the fet feafts, as it is written in the law of 
the Lorp. 4 Moreover, he commanded the 
people that dwelt in Jerufalem, to give the por- 


tion of the priefts and the Levites, that they © 


might be encouraged in the law of the Lorp. 

And affoon as the commandment came a- 
broad, the children of Iftael brought in abun- 
dance the firft-fruits of corn, wine, and oil, and 
honey, and of all the increafe of the field, and. 
the tithe of all things brought they in abun- 
dantly. 6 And concerning the children of Ii- 
~ yael and. Judah, that dwelt in the cities of Ju- 


> 
\ 
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| this kind, 2 Kings xviii. 4. but the people could difcoyer thofe — 


| “cities are meant, which were come under the proteétion and the — 


soll ’ Bh ,. = Cae | * 
* Chap. XXXL. 


dah, they alfo brouglit in the tithe of oxen anda | 
fheep, and the tithe of holy things, which were | | 
confecrated unto the Lorp their God, and laid )} 
them by heaps. 71n the third month they be- ae 
gan to lay the foundation of the heaps, and fi- | 
nifhed them in the feventh month. 8 And 
when Hezekiah, and the princes came and faw 
the heaps, they blefled the Lorn and his peo- 
ple Hrael. g ‘Then Hezekiah queftioned with 
the priefts and the Levites concerning th 
heaps. ro And Azariah the chief prieft of the 
houle of Zadok, anfwered him, and faid, Since” 
the people began to bring the offerings into the 
houfe of the Lorp, we have bad enough to eat, 
and have left plenty : for the Lorp hath blef- 7) 
fed his people ; and that which is left, zs this gy 
great ftore. -' ae ee Bi, 

We have here an account of what was done after the paffo- 
ver: what was wanting in the folemnities of preparation for it 
before, was made up in that which is better, a due improvement 
of it after. When the religiots exercifes of a Lord’s day,'or a 
communion, are finifhed, we muft not think that then the work | 
is done: no, then the hardett ES of our work begins, which is — 
to exemplify the impreflions of the ordinance upon our mindsin | 
all the inftances of a holy converfation. So it was here; when 
all this was finifhed, there was’ more to be-done. ie # ; mB 

1. They applied themfelves with vigour to deftroy all the 
monuments of idolatry. The king had done what he could of 


jurifdi@tion of the kings of Judah. Others think, that Hofhea, — 
king of Lfrael, not forbidding it, their zeal carried them out to — 
the deftru@ion of idolatry, even in many parts of his kingdom. _ 
At leaft thofe that came out of Ephraim and Manaffeh to keep | : 
the paffover, (as many did, chap. xxx. 18.) deftroyed all ee 
own images and groves, and did the like for as many more as ~ 
they had influence upon, or could make intereft in, for leave to 
do it. We fhould not only reform ourfelves, but do all we c 

to reform others too. (2.) They deftroyed all, they utterly de: 
ftroyed all, they fpared none for favour or affection, either to 
the images, or to their worfhippers ; though never fo } 
never fo coftly, never fo beautiful, and never fo well patr 


betrayers and deftroyers of their country, 
Perhaps the prophet Ifaiah pointed to this, 
he {poke of a day, in which. men fhould. 


i 


en 
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 dols which themfelves had ntade. So forprifing was this bleffed 


change, If, ii, 20. xxxi, 6, 7. 

- 2. Hezekiah revived and reftored the courfes of the priefts 
and Levites, which David had appointed, and which had of late 
been put out of courfe, ver. 2. The temple fervice was put into me- 
thod again, to run in the old channel. Every man was made to 
know his work, his place, his time, and what was expected 
from him. Good order contributes much to the carrying on of 
a-good work. The priefts were appointed in their courfes 
for burnt-offerings ,and peace-offerings, the Levites in their 


 courfes were fome to minifter to the priefts, others to give 


thanks and praife, See 1 Chron. xxiti. 4, 5+ And all this inthe 
gates or Courts of the tents of the Lord. The temple is here cal- 
led a tent, becaufe the temple-privileges are moveable things, 
and this temple was fhortly to be removed. 


3. He appropriated a branch of the revenue of his crown to | 


the maintenance and fupport of the altar. ‘Though the people 
were to beat the charge of the daily offerings, and thofe on the 


fabbaths, new-moons, and fec{ts, yet rather than they fhould be — 


burdened with the expence, he allowed out of his own eftate, 
or out of his exchequer, for all thofe offerings, ver. 3. it was 
a generous act of piety, wherein he confulted both God’s ho- 
nour.and his people’s eafe, as a faithful fervant to him, and a 
tender father to them. Let princes and great men reckon that 


_ well beftowed, and fet out to the beft intereft, which they give 


for the fupport and encouragement of religion in their country. 
- 4. He iffued ont an order, to the inhabitants of Jerufalem 


- fut, ver. 4. (shat they who were nearelt the temple, and both 
_ faved and got by being fo, might give good example to others), 


” 


but which was afterwards extended to, or at leaft admitted, by 
the cities of Fu dah, that they fhould carefully pay in their dues 
by the law to the priefts and Levites. This had been long ne- 
glected, which made the work to be negleéted, for a fcandalous 
maintenance makes:a fcandalous miniftry. But Hezekiah ha- 
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ving himfelf been liberal, may with 4 good grace require his _ 


Subjects to be juft to the temple-fervice. And obferve the end 
he aims at in recovering and reftoring to the priefts and Levites 
their portion, that they might be encouraged in the law of the 
Lord, in the ftudy of it, and in doing their duty according to 
it. Obferve here, (1.) That it is fit minifters fhould be not 
only maintained, but encouraged, that they fhould not only be 


~ kept alfo to do their work, but that they fhould have where- 


with to live comfortably, that they may do it with cheerfulnefs. 


_ (2.) That yet they are to be maintained not in idlenefs, pride, 


and luxury, but in the law of the Lord, in their obfervance of it 


. themfelves, and teaching others the good knowledge of it. 


i dy. 


5- The people thereupon brought in their tithes very readi- _ 
They wanted nothing but to be called upon; and there- 
fore, as foon as the commandment came abroad, the firft-fruits | 


and all the holy things were duly brought in,'ver. 5, 6. What — 


bs the priefts had occafion for, for themfelves and their families, 


they made ufe of, and the overplus was aid in heaps, ver. 6. 


All harveft-time they were increafing thefe heaps, as the fruits _ 


of the earth were gathered in ; for God was to have his dues 
out of them all. Though a prefcription, may be to a modus — 


* concerning them why they did got ufe what was paid in, but 
- hoarded it up thus? ver..g.- ‘T’ 


decimandi, yet it cannot be pleaded pro non decimando. 


When harveft ended, they finifhed their heaps, ver. 7. Now — 


here we have, (1.) The account given to Hezekiah con- 
_cerning thofe heaps : he gueflioned with the priefis and Levites 


‘To which it was anfwered, that 


? sthey had made ufe of all they had occafion for, for the main- 


> Dse . eas a6 7 - - 
tenance of themfelves and their families, and for their winter- 


 ftore, and this was that which was left ‘over and above, yer: 


10. They did not hoard thefe heaps for covetoufnefs, but to 


_ fhew what’ plentiful provifion God by his law had mad¢ for 


ie 


| well to the great as to the {mall. 


among the Levites. 
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them, if they could but have it colle&ed and brought in. And 
that they who confcientioufly give God his dues out of their 
eftates, bring a blefling upon all they have; /ince they began te 
bring in the offerings the Lord has bleffed his people. See for 
this, Hag. 1.19. ‘Try me, faith God, if you will not other- 
wife tru{t me, whether, upon your bringing the tithes into the 
ftore-houfe,~you have not a biefling poured out upon you, 
Mal. ii. 10, 11. Ezek. xliv. 30. (2.) The acknowledge- 
ment which the king and princes made of it, ver. 8. They 
gave thanks to God for his good providence, which gave them 
fomething to bring, and his good grace, which gave them 
hearts to bring it. And they alfo d/effed the people, t. e. com- 
mended them for their doing well now, without reproaching 
them for their former negleés. It is obfervable, that after they 
had tafted the fweetnefs of God’s ordinances in the late com- 
fortable _pafiover they had kept, they were thus free in main- 
taining the temple-fervice,. They that experience the benefit 
of a fettled miniftry, will not grudge the expence of it. 


114 Then Hezekiah commanded to prepare 
chambers in the houfe of the Lorp; and they 
prepared them, 12 And brought in the offer- 
ings, and the tithes, and the dedicate things 
faithfully: over which Cononiah the Levite was 
ruler, and Shimei his brother was the next. 13 
And Jehiel, and Azaziah, and Nahath, and. A- 
fahel, and Jerimoth, and Jozabad,and Ehiel,and 
Ifmachiah, and Mahath, and Benaiah, were o- 
verfeers under the hand.of Cononiah, and Shi- 
mei his brother, at the commandment of Heze- 
kiah the king,and Azariah the ruler of the houfe 
of God. 14And Core, the fon of Imnah he tee 
vite, the porter toward the eaft, was over the 
free-will-offerings of God, to diftribute the ob- 
lations of the Lorp, and the moft holy things. 
15 And next him were Eden, and Miniamin, 
and Jefhua, and Shemaiah, Amariah, and She- 
caniah, in the cities of the priefts,in their fet of- 
fice, to give to their brethren, by courles, as 
16 Befide 
their genealogy of males, from three years old — 
and upward, even unto every one that entereth 
into the houfe of the Lorp, his daily portion for 
their fervice in their charges, according to their 
courfes: 17 Both to the genealogy of the priefts 
by the houfe of their fathers, and the Levites, 
from twenty years old and upward, im their 
charges by their courfes: 18 And to the ge- 
nealogy of all their little ones, their wives, and 
their fons, and their daughters, through all the 
congregation: for in their fet office they fanci- 
fied themfelves in holinefs, 19 Alfo of the fons 
of Aaron the priefts, which were in the fields, 
of the fuburbs of their cities, in every feveral 


city, the men that were expreffed by name, to 


give portions to all the males among the priefts, 
and to all that-were reckoned by genealogies, 
20 € And thus did Heze- 

kiah 
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kiah throughout all Judah, and wrought that 
which was good and right and truth before the 
Lorp his God. 21 And in every work that he 
began in the fervice of the houfe of God, and in 
the law, and in the. commandments to feek his 
God, he did zt with all his heart, and profpered. 


Here is, 1. Two particular inftances of the care of Heze- 
kiah conctrning church-matters.; having put them into good or- 
der, to keep them fo. 
brought in, he provided, 

1/, That they fhould be carefully laid up, and not left. ex- 
pofed in loofe heaps, liable to be waited and embezzled. He 
ordered chambers to be made ready in fome of the courts of 
the temple for ftore-chambers, ver. 11. and into them the of- 
ferings were brought, and there kept under lock and key, ver. 
12; 13. Treafurers or {tore-keepers were appointed, which had 
the overfight of them, to fee that moth and ruff did not corrupt 
them, nor thieves break through to fleal. This wifdom of lay- 
ing up the furplufage in days of plenty, we may learn from the 
ant, who provideth meat in fummer. ‘The laying up.in {tore 
what was brought. in, was an encouragement to. people to pay 
in their contributions. That will be given chearfully to the 
public, which appears to be well hufbanded. 

_ 2dly, That they fhould be faithfully laid out, to the ufes they 
were intended for. Church-treafures are not to be hoarded a- 
ny longer than till there is occafion for them, even the ru{t will 
be a witnefs againft them that do. Officers were appointed, 
men (no doubt) of approved wifdom and faithfulnefs, to di/irt- 
bute the oblations of the Lord, and the moft holy things among 
the priefts, ver. 14. and to fee that they all had a competent 
maintenance for themfelves and their families. The Jaw, pro- 
vided fufficient for them all, and therefore, if fome had too lit- 
tle, it mult be becaufe others had too,much ; to prevent fuch 
inequality, thefe officers were to go by fome certain rule of 
proportion in the difpofal of the incomes of the temple. — It is 
. faid of the priefts here, ver. 18. that.in their fet office they fanc- 

tified themfelves in faith, they fandtified themfelves ; fo the word 
is, 7. é..(as Bifhop Patrick explains it,) they attended their mi- 
niftry at the houfe of God, not doubting but they fhould be 
provided of all things neceffary. Now, becaufe they ferved 


God in that confidence, care was taken that they fhould not be ~ 


made afhamed of their hope. ‘They that fanétify themfelves to 
God and his fervice in faith, believing that he will fee them 

_ want nothing that is good for them, Verdly they /hall be fed. 
Out of the offerings of the Lord diftribution was made, 
(1.) To the priefts in’ the cities, ver. 15. who ftaid at home 
while their brethren went-to Jerufalem, and did:good there in 


teaching the good knowledge of the Lord. The preaching priefts 


were maintained as well as the facrificing priefts ; and they that 
abode by the ftuff, as they that, warred the warfare. (2.) To 


thofe that entered into the houfe of the Lord, all the males from 
three years old and upwards ; for ‘the male children, even at 
that tender age,’ it feems, were allowed to. éomé into the tem- | 
ple with their parents, and fhared with them inthis diftribution, ‘ | 


yer.16.. (3,) Even the Levites from twenty, years old and 
upwards had their fharé, ver. 17. (4.) The wives and chil: 
dren of the priefts and Levites had a comfortable maintenance 
out of thofe offerings, ver. 18. In maintaining miinifters, regard 


muft be had to their families, that not they only,: but. theirs’ 
conw In fome -covntries, .where mini- 
nifters have their falary paid them by the ftate, an addition is ’ 


may have food convenient. 


made to it apon the birth of a child. (5.) The priefts in the 


couhtry, that lived in the fields of the fuburbs, were not over- ° 


looked in this miniftration, ver. 19. they alfo had their fhare 
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 spofed to live at a lefs expence. . 


The tithes and other holy things being | 


_ & FTER thee things, and the eftablithment _ 


| and. fhields in abundance. 6.And he fe 


* 


who were inhabitants ‘of aby villages, though they may be fup- a | 


.2. A general charaéter of Hezekiah’s fervices for the fup- me |! 
port of religion, ver. 20, 21. (1.) That his pious zeal reach- 
ed-to all the parts of his kingdom ; thus he did throughout all | 
Fudah, every part of the country, and not thofe only that lay next 
him fhared in the good fruits of his government. (2.) That he 
fincerely defigned to pleafe God, and approved himfelf to him ~ 
in all he did: he wrought that which was good before the Lord | 
his God. All his care was to do that which fhould be accept. — 
ed of God, which was right, (4. ¢. agreeable to natural equity 
and truth, 7. e. agreeable to divine revelation, and his covenant — 
with God) éefore the Lord; to do according to that law, 
which is holy, juft, and good. (3.) That when he began, he 
went through with it, profecuted it with vigour, and did tt with || 
all his heart. (4.) That all his gcod intentions were brought 
to a good iffue. Whatever he did in the fervice of the houfe 
of God, and in the government of his kingdom, he profpered 
in it. What is undertaken with a fincere regard to the glory of | 
God, will fucceed to our own honovr and comfort at laft. © 


CH A PLA Xx. a 
“This chapter continues and concludes the hiflory of the reign | 
of Hezekiah, 1. The defcent which Sennacherth made upon a 
him, and the care be took to fortify himfelf, bis city, and the 
minds of his people, againft that enemy, ver. 1,—8. I]. 
The infolent blafphemous letters and meffages which Senna- | 
cherib fent him, ver. 9,—19. El. The real anfwer God 
gave to Sennacherib’s blafphemies, and to Hezekiah’s pray= 


ers, in the total rout of the Affyrian army, to the fhame of | 
Sennacherib, and the honour of Hezekiah, ver. 20,—23. 
IV. Hezekiah’s ficknefs, and his recovery from that, bis — 
Jin, and his recovery from that; with the honours that ate 
tended him living and dead, ver. 24,—33. aS 


[* thereof, Sennacherib king of Affyriacame, — 
and entered into Judah, and encamped againit — 
the fenced cities, and thought to win them for 
himfelf. 2 And when Hezekiah faw that Sen- - : 
nacherib was come, and that he was purpofed — _ 
to fight againft Jerufalem; 3 He took counfel 
with his princes, and his mighty men, to ftop _ 
the waters of the fountains, which were without 
the city: and, they did help him. 4 So there — 
was gathered much people together, who ftopt 4 
all the fountains,and the brook that ran through. 4 | 
the midft of the land, faying, Why fhould the ~ 
“king of Afiyria come, and find much water? — 
5 Alfo he ftrengthened himfelf, and built up all _ 
the wall that was broken, and raifed it-up to 4 
the towers, ‘and another wall without, and re- | 
paired Millo in the city of David, and mac dar 
-Cap= 
tains of war over the people, andymelhensd ied: 
‘together to him in the ftreet of the ‘gate of the 
city, and fpake ‘comfortably ‘to them, faying, 
7 Be flrong and courageous, “be jnot affaid, nor | 


diftaayed: for the king of Affyria, nor for all the 


multitude that 7s with him: for there be more 
with us, than with him. 8 With'him zs an arm 


id 


iy 


- 
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ple refted themfelves upon the words of Heze- 
kiah king of Judah. 


Here is, 1. The formidable dcfign of Sennacherib againit 
Hezekiah’s kingdom, and the vigorous attempt he made upon 
it. This Sennacherib was now, as Nebuchadnezzar was after- 


wards, the terror and fcourge and great oppreffor of that part 


_.and the eftablifbntent thereof, one would expect to hear of no- 


_ and is ready to lay all wafte. 


of nothing but all was his!own. 
“fenced cities, ver. 1. and purpofed to fight again? Ferufalem, 


a 


this is the policy commonly practifed now-a-days, of deftroy- 


of the world, that aimed to raife a boundlefs monarchy for him- 
felf upon the ruins of all his neighbours. His predeceffor, Sal- 
manaffar, had lately made himfelf mafter of. the kingdom of 
Tfrael, and carried the ten tribes captive. Sennacherib thought 
in like manner to win Judah to.himfelf. Pride and ambition 
put men upon grafping at univerfal dominion ; and it is obfer- 
vable, that juft about this time Rome was built by Romulus, a 
city which afterwards came to reign more than any’other had 
done over the kings of the earth. Sennacherib invaded Judah 
immediately after the reformation of it, and the re-eftablifhment 
of religionin it: After the/e things he entered into Fudah, ver.1. 
(1.) It was well ordered by the divine providence, that he did 
not give them this difturbance before the reformation wasfinifhed 
and eftablifhed, which might have put a ftop to it. (2.) Per- 
haps he intended to chaftife Hezekiah for deftroying that ido- 
Jatry, which he himfelf was devoted to: he looked upon He- 
zekiah as profane in what he had done, and that he had thrown 
himfelf out of the divine protection, and might therefore be ea- 
fily made a prey of. (3.) God ordered it at this time, that 
he might have an opportunity of fhewing himfelf {trong on the 
behalf of his returning reforming people. He brought this 
trouble upon them, that he might have the honour, and might 
put on them the honour, of their deliverance. After the/e things 


thing but perfeét peace, and thar none durft meddle with a peo- 
ple thus qualified for the divine favour ; yet the next news we 
hear is, that a threatening deftroying army enters the country 
Tt is poflible we may be in the 
way of our duty, and yet meet with trouble and danger. God 
orders it fo, for the trial of our confiderice in him, and the 
manifeftation of his care concerning us. The little oppofition 
which Sennacherib met with in entering Judah, made him think 
He thought to win all the 


‘ver, 2. See 2 Kings xvul. 7, 33. — 


2. The preparation which Hezekiah prudently made again{t _ 


this ftorm that threatened him, He tock counfel with his prin- 
ces what he fhould do, what meafures he fhould take, and with 
their advice he provided, (1.) That the country fhould give 
him a cold reception ; for he took care he fhould find no wa- 
ter in it, and then his army mult perifh for thirft, or at leaft 
that there fhould bea fearcity of water, by which it would be 
‘weakened and disfitted for fetvice. 
‘want water but a few days, will be but a heap of dry duft. All 
chands were fet on work prefently, to /fop up the fountains, and 
the brook that ran through the mid? of that land, turning that 
(it i& probable) into the city by’pipes under ground. Such as 


.ing the forage before an invading army. (2.) That the city 


fhould give him a warm reception: in order to this, he repair- | 
_ ed the wall, raifed towers, and made darts, or, as it is in the 
. margin, /words or weapons, and thields in abundance, ver. 5. 


and appointed captains, ver. 6. Note, Thofe that trutt God 
with their fafety, muft yet ufe proper means for their fafety, 
‘elfe they tempt him, and do not truft him, God will provide, 
but fo muft we alfo. ae 
Vow AL. i+ rk Abe? 
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of flefh, but with us zs the Lorn our God, to. 
help us, and to fight our battles. -And the peo- 


A powerful army, if it | 


785 


3. The encouragement which he gave to his people to de- 
pend upon God in this diftrefs. He gathered them together 
in a broad open ftreet, and fpake comfortably to them, ver. 6. 
He had a good heart on it himfelf, and was confident it would 
iffue well ; was not like his father who had much guilt to ter- 
rify him, and no faith to encourage him 3 fo that’ in a time of 
public danger, his heart was moved, as the trees of the wood are 


' moved with the wind, and then no marvel that the heart of the 


people was fo too, Tfa. vii. 2. With what he faid she put life 
into his people, his captains efpecially, and /pake to their heart, 
as the word is. (1.) He endeavours to keep down their fears. 
Be firong and courageous; do not think of {urrendering the ci- 
ty, or capitulating, but refolve to hold it out to the laft man: 
do not think of lofing the city, nor of falling into the enemy’s 
hand; there is no danger. Let the foldiers be bold and: brave, 
make good their pofts, ftand to their arms, and fight manfully, 
“and let the citizens encourage them to do fo. Be not afraid 
nor difmayed for the king of Affyria.- The prophet hath thus en- 
couraged them from God, Ifa. x. 24. Be not afraid of the 
Affyrian ; and here the king from him. Now it was that the 
finners in Zion were afraid, Wa, xxiii. 14. but the righteous 
dwelt on high, ver. 15, 16. and meditated terror, fo as to con- 
quer it, ver. 18. which refers to this here. (2.) He endea- 


‘yours to keep up their faith, in order to the filencing and fup- 


prefling of their fears. He hath a mu/titude with him, and yet 
there be more with us than with him; for we have God with 
us, and how many do you reckon him for? with him is an arm 
of flefh, which he truits to; but qwith us is the, Lord, whofe 
power is irrefiftible; our God,whofe promife is inviolable ; God 
in covenant with us, fo help us, and to Sight our battles ; not 
only to help us to fight them, but to fight them for us, if he 
pleafeth : and fo he did here. Note, A believing confidence 
in God, will help us above the prevailing fear of man. He 
that feareth the fury of the oppreffor, forgetteth the Lord his ma- 
her, Ma. li. 12, 13. It is likely, Hezekiah faid more to this 
purpofe. Aind the people refted themfelves upon what he faid, 
not merely upon his word, but on the things he faid concerning 
the prefence of God with them, and his power to rélieve them. 
The belief of this made them eafy. Let the good fubjects and 
foldiers of Jefus Chrift reft themfelves thus upon his word, and 
boldly fay, Since God is for us, who can be againf? us? 

9 After this did Sennacherib king of Affyria 
fend his fervants to Jerufalem, (but he bim/elf, 
laid fiege againft Lachith, and all his power with 
him) unto Hezekiah king of Judah, and unto 
all Judah, that were at Jerufalem, faying, Io 
Thus faith Sennacherib king of Affyria,Where- 
on do ye tru‘t, that ye abide in the fiege in Je- 
rufalem? 11 Doth not Hezekiah perfuade you 
to give over yourfelves to die by famine and by 
thirft, faying, The Lorn our God thall deliver 
us out of the hand of the king of Affyria? 12 
Hath not the fame Hezekiah taken away his 
high places, and his altars, and commanded Ju-. 
dah and Jerufalem, faying, Ye fhall worfhip be- 
fore one altar, and burn ineenfe upon. it? 13 
Know ye not what I and my fathers have done 
unto all the people of ober lands? were the 
gods of the nations of thofe lands any ways able 
to deliver their lands cut of mine hand? . 14 
Who was there among all the gods of thofe na- 
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tions, that my fathers utterly deftroyed, that 
could deliver his people out of mine hand, that 
your God fhould be able to deliver you out of 
mine hand? 15 Now therefore let not Heze- 
kiah deceive you,nor perfuade you on this man- 
ner, neither yet believe him: for no god of any 
nation.or kingdom was able to deliver his peo- 
ple out of mine hand, and out of the hand of 
my fathers: how much lefs fhall your God de- 
liver you out of mine hand? - 16 And his fer- 
vants {pake yet more againft the Lorv God, and 
again his fervant Hezekiah. 17 He wrote alfo 
letters to rail on the Lorp God of Lfrael, and to 
ipeak againft him, faying, As the gods of the 
nations of orhér lands have not delivered their 
people out of mine. hand, fo fhall not the God 
of Hezekiah deliver-his people out of mineshand: 
18 Then they cried witha loud voice im the 
Jews fpeech unto the people of Jerufalem that 
were on the wall, to affright them, and to trou- 
ble them, that they might take the city. 19 
And they fpake againft the God of Jerufalem, 
as again{t the gods of the people of the earth, 
which were the work of the hands of man. (20 
And for this caufe Hezekiah the king, and the 
‘prophet Laiah the fon of Amoz prayed, and 
criéd to heaven. 21 And the Lorp fent an an- 
gel which cut off‘all the mighty men of valour, 
_ and the leaders and captains in the camp of the 
king of -Affyria: fo he-returned with fhame of 
face to his own land» “And when he was come 
intd the'houfe of his god, they that €ame forth 
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of his own bowels flew him there with the fword. | | 


22, Thus the Lorp faved. Hezekiah, andtthe in-., 
habitants of ferufalem from the hand of Senna- + 
chetib the king of Afiytia, ‘and from the hand. 
of all ‘ozber, anid euided them on every fide. 23 | 
And many brought. gifts unto the Lorn, to Je- | 
rufalem, and. -prefents'to Hezekiah -king of-Ju- 


‘dah’: fo'that be! was" malgnifred ithe fight of | 


This Rory of the rage and blafphemy of Sennacherib, He- | 
zékiah’s prayer, and the deliverance of Jerufalem by the de- 
ttrugtion of the Affyrian army, we had more at, ‘large in the 
-book of Kings, 2 Kings xviii. and xix. It is contracted here, © 

yet large enough to fhew thefe three things: 7 © 
1. The impiety and malice of the church’s*enemies.' Sen- 
nacherib has his hands full in befieging Lachifh, ver, g. but 
hears that Hezekiah is fortifying Jerufalem, and encouraging 
his people to f{tand it out; and therefore, before he come in 
perfon to befiege it, he fends meffengets to make fpeeches, and 
himfelf writes letters to hector Hezekiah and “his people Ynto’ 
a furrender of the city. See (1,) His great malice ‘againft 
the king of Irael, in endeavouring to withdraw his (ubjedts 
from their allegiance to him. He doth not treat Hezekiah, as’ 
“aman of honour would have done, nor propofe. fair terms to” 
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| gainit the God of Ifrael, the God of Jerufalem, he is called, 


"Mans having received this difgrace, was cut off by 
Ash kp } 2 BTR 5) MT ere CD Ohi 1b Pa C7 
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ra Rey) 
him, but ufeth mean and bafe artifices, unbecoming a crowned 
head, to terrify the common people, and perfuade them to de- 
fert him. He reprefents Hezekiah as one that defigned to de- ~ 
ceive his fubjeéts into their ruin, and betray them to famine and 
thirft, ver. 11. As one that' had doné them great wrong, and. 
expofed them already to the divine difpleafure by taking away — 
the high-places and altars, ver. 12. and that againft the com 
mon: intereft of his people, held out again{t a force that would 
certainly be their ruin, ver. 16. . (2.) His’ great impiety a= 


ver. 19. becaufe that was the place he had chofen to put his 
name there, and becaufe that was the place that was now =~ 
threatened by the enemy,:and which the divine Providence had 
under its fpecial protection. ‘This proud blafphemer compares. 
the great Jehovah, the Maker of heaven and earth, with the 
dunghill-gods of the nations, the work of mens ‘hands, and 
thinks him: no.more able to deliver his worfhippers, than’ they: 
were to:deliver theirs, ver. 1g.: as if ‘an infinite iand. eternal) 
Spirit had no moré wifdom and power than a ftone, or the 
ftock of a tree. He boalts of his triumphs over the gods of the 
nations, that they could none of them proteé their people, ver. 
13,—15. and thence infers not only, How /hall your god de- 
liver you? vet. 14. but as if he were inferior to them all: How 
much lels feall your God deliver you? as if he were lefs able to 
help than, any of them. . Thus did they. rail; rail in writing 
(which. being more deliberate, is fo much the worfe) on she 
Lord God of Ifrael, as if he were a cypher, and an empty — 
name, like all the reft, ver. 17. Sennacherib, in the inftruc- — 
tions he gave, {aid more than enough; but as if his~blafphe= 
mies had been too little, his fervants, who learned infolence 
from their matter, fpake ‘yet more than-he bid them again/? the — 


who defied the {word of any man, G 
proud and fecure. The Targum, faith, 


was the night in which the angeb ideftroyed :the firfiborn of 
gypt. But, that was not all... (2.),T heats He ri 
the fword « 
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his own fons; they that came forth out of his own bowels flew 
him, ver. 21. Thus was he mortified firlt, and-then murdered; 
fhamed firlt, and then flain. Evil purfues finners ; and when 


they efcape one mifchicf, they run upon another unfeen. 


Now by this work of worder, (1.) God was glorified, as 
the protector of his people. Thus he faved Jerufalem, not on- 
ly from the hand of Sennacherib, but from the hand of all o- 
ther ; forfuch a deliverance as this, was an earneft of much 
mercy in {tore ; and he-guided them, i. e, he guarded them on 
every fide. God defends his people by directing them, fhews 


- them what they fhould do, and fo faves them from what is de- 


figned or done again{t them. For this many brought gifts unto 


Cathe ord, when they faw the great power of God in the de- 


fence of his people, ftrangers were thereby induced to fuppli- 
cate his favour, and enemies to deprecate his wrath, and both 


brought gifts to his temple, im token of their care and defire.. 


(2.) Hezekiah was magnified as the favourite and particular 
care of Heaven; many brought prefents ta him, (ver. 22, 23-) 
in token of the honour they had for him, and to make an in- 
tereft in him. By the favour of God, enemies are loft, and 
friends gained. 


244 In thofe days Hezekiah was fick, to the 
death, and prayed unto the Lorn: and he fpake 
unto him, and he gave him a fign. 25 But He- 
zekiah rendered not again according to the be- 
nefit done unto him: for his heart was lifted up; 


therefore there was wrath upon him, and upon: 


Judah and Jerufalem. 26 Notwithitanding, 
Hezekiah humbled himfelf for the pride of his 
heart (doth he and the inhabitants of Jerufalem) 
{o that the wrath of the Lorp came not upon 
them in the days of Hezekiah. 27 And He- 
zekiah had exceeding much riches and honour: 
and he made himfelf treafuries for filver and 


for gold, and for precious {tones, and for f{pices, . 


- and for fhields, and for all manner of pleafant 


jewels; 28 Store-houfes alfo for the increate of 
‘corn, and wime, and oil; and {talls for all man- 


~ ner of beatts, and cotes for flocks. 29 Moreover, 
he provided him cities, and pofleflions of flocks, . 
and herds in abundance: for God: had given: 
‘him fubftance very much. © 3 
zekiah alfo ftopped the upper water-courfe of, 


Gihon,and brought 


~ fide of the city of David... And Hezekiah pro- 


fpered in all his works. 


# 


kiah, and, his goodnels, behold, they ave wiitten 
in the vifion of Haiah the prophet,.the fon of. 
Amoz, and-in the: book of: the kings.of, Judah: 
and ‘Irael. 33 And:Hezekiah flept with his fa~ + 
thers, and they buried him in the’chiefeft of the © 
fepulchres of the fons of David: and all Judah» 


honourable embafly to him, to congratulate his recovery. 


30 This fame He- 


wt aga 


it ftraight down to the weit-., 


31 Howbeit inthe: 
_ bufinefs of the ambafladors of the princes of Ba- 
bylon, who-fent unto him to inquire, of the won- . 
der-that was done in the-land,.God/left;him.to » 
try him, that he might know all sbat-was in ‘his:} 
heart. 32 4 Now the reft of the acts of Heze-} 
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and the inhabitants of Jerufalem did him ho- 
nour at his death: and Manafleh his fon reign- 
ed in his ftead. 


Here we conclude the ftory of Hezekiah, with an account 
of three things concerning him. , 

1. His ficknefs, and his recovery from it, ver. 24. It is 
but briefly mentioned here: we hada large narrative of it, 
2 Kings xx. His difeafe feemed likely to be mortals. In the 
extremity of it he prayed, God anfwered him, and gave him 
a fign that he fhould recover ; the going back of the fun ten 
degrees. ; 

2. His fin, and his repentance for this: this alfo was more 
largely related, 2-Kings xx. 12, &c. yet feveral things are 
here obferyed concerning it, which we had not there. 

iff, The occafion of it was the king of Babylon’s fending an 
But 
here it is added, that they came to inquire of the wonder that 
was donein the land, ver. 31. either the deftruction of the Af- 
fyrian army, or the going back of the fun, The Affyrians 
were their enemies, they came to inquire concerning their fall, 
that they might triumph in it. ‘The fun was their god, they 
came: to: inquire concerning the favour he had fhewn to He- 
zekiah, that they.might honour him whom their god honoured, 
ver. 31. Thefe miragles were wrought to alarm and awaken 
a ftupid, carelefs world, and turn them from dumb and lame 
idols to the living God; and men were ftartled by them, but 
not converted, till a greater wonder was done in that land, in 
the appearing of Jefus Chrift, Matth. ii. 1, 2. 

2dly, God left himto himfelf in it, to try him, ver. 31. 
God, by the power of his almighty grace, could have prevented 
the fin; but he permitted it for wife and holy ends, that by 
this trial, and his weaknefs in it, he might know, ¢. e. it might 
be known (an ufual Hebraifm) what was in his heart; that 
he was not fo perfeét in grace, as he thought ‘he was, but had 
his follies and infirmities as well as other men. God left bim- 
to himfelf, to be proud of his wealth, to keep him from, being 
proud of his holinefs. It is good for us to know ourfelves, 


and our own weaknefs and finfulnefs, that we may not be con- 


ceited, or felf-confident, but may always*think meanly of our- 
felyes, and live in a dependance upon divine grace. We know 
not the;corruption pf out own hearts, nor what we Shall do if 
God leaye us to ourfelves. Lord, ead ms not into tempta- 
tion. 
3dly, His fin was, that his heart was lified up, ver. 25. He 
‘was proud of the honour God had put upon him in fo many. 
inftances : the honodr his neighbours did. him, in bringing him 
‘prefents ; and now that the king of Babylon fhould fend an 
embafly to him, to carefs and court him? this exalted him a- 
bove meafure. When Hezekiah had deftroyed. other idolatries, 
he began to. idolize ‘himfelf. O what need have great men, 
*and good men, and ufeful men, to ftudy their own infirmities ~ 
‘and follies, and their obligations to free grace, that they may 
never think highly of themfelves, and to beg earneftly of God, 
that he. will hide pride from them, and always keep them 
humble.- sine . een 
aibly, The aggravation of his, fin was, that he made fo ill a 
return to God for his favours to him, making even thofe favours _ 
the food and fuel of his pride : ver. 25. He rendered not again 
according unio the-benefit done unto him. Note, It is juftly ex- 
pected that, they that have received mercy from God, fhould 
ftudy to make fome: fuitable returns forthe mercies they have 
received ; and af they do not, their ingratitude will certainly 
be charged upon them. . Though we cannot render an equiva- 
lent, or the payment of a debt, we muft render the acknow- 
5G2 ledgment 
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ledgment of a favour: What /ball I render, that may be fo ac- 
cepted ? Pfal. cxvi. 12. 

5tbly, The divine difpleafure he was under for this fin; 
though it was but a heart-fin, and the overt-aét feemed not only 
innocent, but civil, the fhewing of his treafures to a friend ; 
yet wrath came Phe him anid his kingdom for it, ver. 25. 
Note, Pride is a fin that-God hates as much as any other, and 
particularly'in his own people. They that exalt themfelvés 
muft expect to be abafed, and put under humbling providences. 
Wrath came on David for-his pride in numbering the people. 

6thly, His PP ata 27 for this fin. He humbled himfelf for 


the pride of his heart. Note, " .) Though God may, for wife | 


and holy ends, faffer his people to fall into fin, yet he will not 
faffer them to be ftill in it; they /ha/l-not be utterly caf? down. 
' (2.) Heart-fins are to be repented of, though they go no fur- 


ther. (3.). Self-humiliation is a neceffary branch of repent-” 


ance. (4.) Pride of heart, by which we have, lifted up ourfelves, ° 
is a Sn for which we ought, in a {pecial manner, to humble 
ourfelyes. (5.) People « ought to mourn for the fins of their 
rulers. ‘The inhabitants of Jerufalem humbled themfelves with 
Hezekiah ; either becaufe-they knew they alfo had been guilty 
of the fame fin, or, at leaft, feared they might fhare in.the pu- 


nifhment. When David, in his pride, numbered the people, | 


they all fmarted for it. 

qthly, The reprieve granted thereupon. The wrath came not 
in his days. While he lived, there was peace and truth; fo 
much doth tepentance avail to put by, at leaft to put off, the 
tokens of God’s anger. 

Here is the honour done to Hezekiah; (1.) By the pro- 


. vidence ofiGod while he lived. He had exceeding much riches 


and honour, ver.\27. replenifhed his flores, vidtualled his camps, 
fottifiedhis city, and ‘did “all he wifhed to'\do; for God Aad 
given him fublance very much, ver. 29. Among his great per- 
formances, his turning the watet-courfe of Gihon is mentioned, 
ver. 30.3 which was done upon occafion of Sennacherib’s in- 
* yafion, ver. 3, 4. ©The water had come into that which. is 
called the'old pool, Ha. xxii. 114 and the upper pool, Ta. vii. 
3.3 but he gathered the waters into a new place, for the greater 
» “Convenience of the cy, ‘called the Zower pool, Ha. xxii. g. 
And in “general, he, profpered in all his works, for they were 
good wotks,  (2.) “By the refpects paid to his memory when 


he was dead. “[1¥] ‘The’ prophet Taiah wrote his life and: 


reign, ver. 32. His a€ts and his goodnefs, or piety, part of 


the honour of which is to be. recorded ‘and remembered, for 


‘example to others. [2.] The people did him honour at his 
“death, ver. 33. buriedhim in the chiefeft of the fepulchres, 
“made as great burning for him as for Afa; or, which isa much 

greater honour, made great lamentation for him, as for Joh ah. 

“See how the honour of ferious godlinefs is manifefted in the 
~confciences of men. ‘Though it is feared the generality of the 

“people did not heartily comply with the reforming kings, yet 
they could not but praife their endeavoyrs for reformation, and. 


_ the memory of thofe kings was bleffed among them. It is a | 


debt we owe to thofe who have been eminently ufeful in their 

day, to do them honour at their death, when they are out of 
the reach of flattery, and we have eae the end of their con- 
verfation. The due payment of this debt: fated be an encou- 
ragement to others to do likewife. 
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In this cheaper we have the h iffory of the reign, 1. Of Manaf- - 


Jeb, who reigned long. (1.) His wretched apoftafy from 
God, and revolt to idolatry, and all wickedne/s, ver. 15-10. 


(2.) His happy return to God, in his affliion ; his repent 


ance, vet. 1t,>—13. His reformation, vet. 1 5-17: And 


profperiiy, ver. 14. ‘with the conclufion of his reign, ver. 18, 


—20. II. Of Amon, who réigned very wickedly, ver. 21, 
—23. and foon ended his days unhappily, ver. 24, 25. 


five years in Jerufaiem : ‘2 But he did that 
qwhich was evil in the fight of the Lorn, like 
unto the abominations of the heathen, whom. 

the Lorp had cat out before the ahildicsel of 


welch Heyeial his father had broken dow is 
and he reared up altars for Baalim,, and made 
groves, and worfhipped all the: holt. of heaven, 
and ferved them. 4 Alfo he built ‘altars inthe: 
houfe of the Lorp, whereof the Loxp had faid, 
In Jerufalem fhall my name be for. ever. AS 
And he built altars for all the hott of heaven, i in 
the two courts of the houfe of the‘Lorp. 6 
And he caufed.his children to pafs through tlie . 
fire in the valley of the fon of Hinnom : ‘and bres 
obferved times, and ufed enchantments, and 
ufed witchcraft, and dealt with a familiar fpirit, 
and with wizards: he wrought much eyil in the 
fight of the Loxp, to provoke him to anger.” 7 — 
And he fet a carved i image (the idol which he . i 
had made) in the houfe of God, of which God | 1 
had faid to David, and to Solomon his‘fon, In % | 
this houfe, and in ferufalem, which I have chofen 
before all the “tribes of Ifrael, will 1*put my — 
name for ever: 8 Neither will L any more re- 7 
move the foot of Ifrael from out of the land — 
|. which I have appointed for your fathers; fo — 
that they will take heed to do all that I have 
commanded them, according to the whole law, 
and the ftatutes, and the ordinances by the hand 
of Mofes. g So Manafleh made Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem to err, and todo worfe 
than the heathen, whom the Lorn had deftroyed — 
before the eniaren of Hrael.-10 And the LorD — 
fpake to Manafleh, and to his el ist : but ees | 
would not hearken. : 


We have here an account of the great wckadek of Ma. 
naffeh. It is the famey almoft word for word, with that which - 
we had, 2 Kings xxi, 1,—9. and took a melancholy view of 3. 
it is no fuch pleafing fabje@t, that we fhould delight to. 
dwell upon it again. ‘This toolift young prince, in contradic. 
tion to the good example, and good education, his father § 
him, abandoned himfelf to all i impiety tranferibed the 


and unravelled his father’s plavious reformation, He 
the houfe of God with his idolatry, ver. 4 dedicated his 
children to Molech, and made the devi 3 oracle 
guides ; ay os Hie ver.6. In. f the 


with ne “he cnibtacedt other Gy pro faned | cho! 
temple, and sebatohiee) his chofen penple, he made them to-e 
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ANASSEH was twelve years old when: he 
began to reign, arid he reigned fifty and 


3 ¥ For he built again the high places 


‘i 
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‘and: do wore than ihe heathen, ver. 9. 5 for if the unclean fpi- 


“fit return, he brings with him fewen other pirW's more wicked 
than himfelf. That which aggravated the fia of Manaffeh was, 
that*God /pake to him and his people, by the prophets, but chey 


would not hearken, ver.,10.).' We may here admire the grace 


of God in {peaking to them, and their obitinacy in turning a 


deaf ear to him, that either their badoefs did not quite turn 
“away his goodnefs, but {till he waited to be gracious 5 or that 
his’goodnefs'did not tut them from their badnefs, but «fill 


"they hated to be reformed. 


~~ ‘Now, from'this let us learn, (1.) Thatatas no new thing, 
- but a very fad thing, for the children of gadly parents to turn 


afide fromt that good way of God in which they have. been 
trained up. Parents may give many good things to their chilt 
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_ dren, but they: cannot ‘give them grace.’ (2-) Corruptions in 


worfhip, are fuch difeales, of the church as even then, when 


_ they feem to be cured, it is very apt to relapfe into again., (3-) 


The god of this world hath {trangely blinded mens minds, and 
has a wonderful power over thofe that are led captive by him, 
elfe he could not draw them from Ged; their beft fiend,. to 
depend upon their fworn enemy. ii 
11 Wherefore the Lorp-brought upon them 
the captains of the hoft of the king of Aflyria, 
which took Manafleh among the. thorns, and 
‘bound him-with fetters, and carried him to Ba- 
bylon. “12 And when he was in affli@ion, she 


_ befought the Lorp his God, and humbled him- 


7 


~ very great height, and put captains of war in all 
the fenced cities of Judah. 15 And he took © 


- houfe of the Lorp, and all the altars, that he . 


felf greatly before the God of his fathers. 13 
And prayed unto him, and he was entreated of 


him, and heard: his fepplication, and brought — 


him again to Jerufalem into his kingdom, ‘Then 
Manatieh knew that the Lorp he was God. 


14 Now after this, he built a wall without the _ 


city of David; on, the weft-fide of Gihon, in the 
-yalley, even tothe entering in at the fifl-gate 
and compaffed about Ophel, and raifed it up ia 


away. the ftrange gods, and the. idol out of the 


had built in the mount of the houfe of the Lorn, 


and in Jerufalem, and caft hem out of the cityi. | 
16 And he repaired the altar of the Lorp, and © 
facrificed thereon peace-ofierings,;and thank- | 
offerings, and commanded Judah to-ferve the | 
Lorp God of Ifrael. 17 Neverthelefs, the people | 


did facrifice ftill. in the high places, yet unto the 


‘Lorp their God only... 18. Now the reft of | 


the acts of Mahafleh, and his prayer unto his 


God, and the words of the “feers that fpake to | 


him in the name of the Lorp God.of Irael, be- 
hold, they are written inthe. book of the kings | 
of Ifrael. 19 His prayer alfo, and. ow God was - 
entreated of him, and all-his fin, and his tref- | 
pafs,and the places wherein he built high-places, | 
and fet up groves and graven images before he | 


~ was humbled: behold, they ave written-among 


the fayings of the feers. 20. 4 ‘So Manafieh flept. 


with his fathers, and: they. buried him in: his 
own houfe: and Amon his fon reigned in his 
ftead. 


We have feen. Manaffeh, by his wickednefs, undoing the 
good that his father had-done ; here we have him, by repent- 
aace, undoing the evil that he himfelf had done. It ts.ftrange 
this-was not fo. much as mentioned in the book of Kings; not 
doth any thing appear, there to, the contrary, but that, be. per- 
fifted and perifhed in his fin. But, perhaps the reafon was, 
becaufe the defign of that hiftory was to fhew the wickednefs 
of the. nation, which brought deftrugtion upon them, and this ., 
repentance of Manaffeh, and the benefit of it, being perfonal 
only, and: not natiogal, it is: overlooked there ; yet here it is 
fully related, anda memorable inftance it, is of the niches. of 
God’s pardoning mercy, and the power of his renewibg graces. 
Herd -is,-- 5 

1.The occafion of Manaffzh’s repentance 3: and that» was: 
his afflictions. In his diftrefs he did not {like that king Abaz). ° 
trefpafs yet more againfi Gods but humbled himfelf, and return- 
ad to Gods | Sanstified affli@ions oft prove happy means of 
converfion.... What his diftrefs was, we are here told, ver. 1h, 
God.brought,a foreign enemy upon him ; the, king of Babylon,.. 
that courted his father, who faithfully ferved (cod, invaded 
him now. he. was treacheroufly departed from. God, He is 
here called king of Affyria, becaufe he had raade himfelf maf- 


ter of Affyria; which he would the eafier-do, for the defeat 


of Sennacherib’s army, and the de‘truétion. of it. before Jeru-- 
Galems He aimed at the treafures which the ambafladors) had 
{een, and all thofe precious things; but God. fent him to.cha- 
(tife a finful people, andsreduce a {traying pringe, The, cap- “ 
tains took Munafféh among the thorns, in fome, bulh or, other, . 
perhaps:in his. garden, where he had hid shinafelf, Or it.ts 


{poken figuratively :) he was perplexed in-his,counfels, and im- 


barraffed in his affairs. He -was, aswe fay, in the briars, and 
knew: not. which, way to-extricate himfelf, and fo became an 
eafy prey to the Affyman icapiains 5 who, no doubt, plundered his 
houfe, and took away what they. pleafed, as Lfaiab. had foretold, . 
2 Kings xx. 17,18... What was Hezekiah’s pride, was their 
prey. Dhey bound, Manaffeh, who had bcen held. before with 
the cords of his. own iniquity, and carried him prifoner, to. Ba- 
bylon.  About-what time of his.reign this was, we are nottolds -~ 
the Jews fay it was.in his twenty-fecond year. nite 
2. The exprefhions ‘of his. repentance ? ver. 125°13- When 
he was.in.affidtion,-he had, time\to bethink himfelf, and reafon 
enough too» He faw what’ he; had brought hunf-lf to by his 
fins, He found the gods he: had:ferved .unable to. help him. 3° 
he knew that repentance: was,the’ only way.of reftoring his, af-. 
fairs; and: therefore -toyhim-he, returned from whom he had 
revoltedJc Gr.) Hehwas: convinced jthat Jehovah. is the one 
only living and.trae God... Then,. he knew, ist he, believed 


‘and confideréd that: the Lord: he was God. | He might have 


known itrat-a lefs expence, if he wouldyhaye given due attend. 


ance and credit jto, the word written and ipreached ; but it. was 


betrer-pay-thus dear for the knowledge of, God, than perifh in 
ignorance iand cunbeliefs > Had he been a-prince in the. palace 
of Babylons it is probable ‘he shad. been confirmed in his ido- . 
latry ; but being’ a captive) in the. prifons of Babylon, be 
was convinced of it, and réclaimed from it. (2.) He ap- 
plied himfelf to him ‘as Kis God nowy! renouncing all othersy 
and refolving to- cleave to: him ‘only ;. the God. of his. fathers, . 
and a:God. in covenant, with him.. (3.), He,humbled him- 
felf greatly before him 5 \was-traly. forry for his fins, afhamed 
of them, and afraid of the ‘wrath of God. It, becomes fie=, 
ners to humble themfelves. before the face of that God. they. 
have, offended:,: It becomes .fufferers to humble ahamaiglrce 
undes 
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under the hand of that God that corrects them and to accept. 
the punitihment of their iniquity. Our hearts fhould be humble 
ander humbling providences ; then we accommodate ourfelves 
to them, and anfwer God’s end in them, (4.) He prayed to 
him for the pardon of fin, and the retusn of his favour. Pray- 
er is the relief of penitents, the relief of the afflicted. "That is 
a good prayer, and very pertinent to his cafe, which we find 
among the apocryphal books, intitled The prayer of Manaffes, 
king of Judah, when he was. holden captive in Babylon. 
Whether it was his or no, is uncertain. If it were, in it he 
gives glory to God, as the God of their fathers and their righte- 
ous feed: as the creator of the world, God’ whofe. anger is 
unfupportable, and yet his merciful promife unmeafurable. He 
pleads, that God has promifed repentance and forgivenc/s to 
them that havefinned, and has appointed repentance unto_fin- 
ners that they may be faved s not unto the juft, as to Abraham, 
Lfaac, and Facob, but to mie. (faith he) that am a finner ; for I 
have finned above the number of the fands of the fea. So he con 
feffeth his fin largely, and aggravates it, prays, forgive me, O 
Lord, forgive mg, and deflroy me not ; pleads, Zhou art the 
God of them that repent, &c, and concludes, Therefore I will 
praifé thee for ever, 8c. 

3. God's gracious acceptance of his repentance: God was 
intreated of himy and heard his fupplication. Though affli@ion 
drives us to God, he will not therefore reject us, if in fincerity 
we feek him 3 for afflictions are fent on purpofe to bring us to 
him. Asatoken of God’s favour to him, he made a way for 
his efcape. Afflictions are continued no longer than till they 
have done their work. When Manaffch is brought back. to his 
God, and to his ‘duty, he fhall foon be drought back to his king- 
dem. See how ready God is to accept ‘and welcome return-. 

ing finners, and how /zurft to’ /bew mercy. Let not great 
'finners defpair, when Manaffeh himfelf, upon his’ repentance, 
found favour with God: In him God /bewed forth a pattern 
of long-fuffering, as 1 Tim. i. 16. Tf, i. 17. 
4. Vhe fruits meet for repentance, which he brought forth. af- 
‘ter*his return to/his own land, ver. 15,16. (1.) He turned 
from his fins. Took away the ftrange gods, the images of them, 
and that idol. (whatever it was) which he had fet up, with fo. 
much folemnity i the houfe of the Lord, as if it had been ma-. 
fter of that houfe ; he caft out all the idolatrous altars that 
were in the mount of the hone, and in Jerufalem, as deteftable 
things: now (we hope) he loathed them as much as ever he 
had loved them, -and faid to them, Get ye hence, If. xxx. 21." 
What have I to do any more ‘with idols ? T have had enough of 
them. (2.) He returned to his duty, for he repaired the altar 
of the Lord, which had either been abufed and broken down by 
fome of the idolatrous priefts, or at leaft negleéted and gone 
out of repair. He facrificed thereon peace-offerings to implore 
God’s favour, and thank-offerings to praife him for his deliver- 
‘ance. Nay, he now ufed his power to reform his people, as 
he before had abufed’it-to corrupt them: He commanded Fu- . 
dah to ferverthe Lord God of T/rael. Note, Thole that. truly , 
repent of their fins, will not only retutn to’ God themfelves, but 
will do all they can to, reduce thofe that have! by theirexample — 
-been feduced, and drawn away from-God.;~elfe we.do:not tho- / 
-roughly (as we ought) undo what we have+done:amifs,. nor j 
make the’ plaifter as*wide as the wound. And-we find he pre-.\| 
vailed to bring them: off from their fal/e gods, but-not from their 
high places, ver.:07.; they {till {acrificed in-them, yet to the | 
Lord their God only. . Manafieh could: not carry'the reforma- - 
tion fo far as he had’ carried the corruption. It is.an eafy 
thing to debauch men’s manners, but not fo eafy to. reform | 
-them again, ay iy a 
5. His profperity, in fome: meafure, after his repentance. He 
might plainly fee it was fin that ruined him 3 for when he re~ 


Se Bic SO POA fate aw 


them of their fins, and warn them of their danger, and call 


mentioned as a remarkable thing) and haw God was intreated 


people that foould be created might. praife the Lord, for his rea~ 


 dinefs to receive returning prodigals. 


-chres of the kings, but in his own houfe : he was buried private. 
| -ly, and nothing of that honour was done him at his death, that 
«was done to his father.” 
fooner_than their credit. 


made, and ferved them; 23 And humbled not 
himfelf before the Lorp,as Manafieh his father 
had humbled himfelf; but Amon trefpafied 


that had conipired againft:king Amon, andthe 
‘people of the 
bis flead. - amas | 


‘lefs it were better. 


‘Chap, XXX 


turned to God in a way of duty, God returned to him in | 
way of mercy :.and then he duilt a wall about the city of Das 
vit, ver. 14.3 for by fin he had unwalled it, and expofed it to 
the enemy. He alfo put captains of war in the fenced cities, 
for the fecurity of his country. Jofephus. faith, that all the 
re{t of his time he was fo changed for the better, that he w, 
looked upon as a very happy man. pee ‘yaad 
' Laftly, Here is the conclufion of his hiftory. ‘he hea 
of thofe things, for a full narrative of which we are referred - 
the other writings that were then extant, are more than any of 
the kings, ver. 18, 19. A particular account it feems was 4] 
kept, (1.) Of all bis fin, and his irefpafs, the high places he 
built, the groves and images he fet up, before he was humbled. ~ 
Probably this was taken from his own confeflion which he 
made of his fin, when God gave him repentance, and whic’ 
he left upon record, and was inferted in a book, intitled The 
words of the feers. 'Thofe feers that jpoke to him, ver. 18. 
to reprove him for his fin, he fent his confeflion to when he 
repented, to be inferted in their memoirs, as a token of his 
gratitude to them for their kindnefs in reproving him. Thus 
it becomes penitents to take fhame to themfelves, to give thanks. 
to their reprovers, and warning to others. (2.) Of the words 
of the feers that [pake to him in the name of the Lord, (verv10.). 
the reproofs they gave him for his fin, and their exhortations 
to repentance. Note, Sinners ought to eonfider, that how lite 
tle notice foever they take of them, an account is kept of th 
words of the feers that fpeak to them from, God, to admoni 


them to their duty, which will be produced againft them in’ 
the great day. (3.) Of his prayer to God, (that is twice ~ 


of him. This was written for the generations to come, that the. 


Notice is taken of the place of his burial; not in the fepul- 


Penitents may recaver their comfort 


21 Amon was two and twenty-years old 
when he began to reign, and reigned two years _ 
in Jerufalem. 22 But he did that which was 
evil in the fight of the Lorp, as did Manaffeh 
his father: for Amon facrificed unto all the 
carved images, which Manafleh his father had 


more and more. 24 And his fervants confpir- 
ed againft him, and flew him in his own houfe 
25 4 But the people of the land'flew-all' them: 


land made Jofiah his fon king 


» “We have little recorded concerning A 
Herevis,; Aq “a5 

14 His great wickednefs. He didias 4 
in the days of his apottafy, ver. 22. 
evidence, that Manaffeh did not trul 


eth 


iy . 
“Chap. XXXIV. 
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which required them to burn the images with fire, Dent. vii. 
‘5. How neceffary that Jaw was, this inftance fhews ; for the 
tearved images-being only thrown by, and not burnt, Amon 
“knew where to fiad them, foon fet them up, and facrificed to 
them. It is added, to reprefent him exceeding finful, and to 
juftify God in cutting him off fo foon, -(1.) That he outdid 
his father in finning ; He tre[buffed more and more, vcr. 23. 
His father did ill, but he did worfe. They that were joined 
to idols, grew more and more mad upon them. (2.) That he 
came fhort of his father in repenting: He Aumbled not himfelf 
before the Lord, as bis father had humbled bimfe'f. He fell 
“Tike him, but did not get up again like him. Itis not fo much 
fin, as inypeniteace in fin, that ruins men; not fo much that 
_ they offend, as that they do not humble themfelves for their 
"offences ; not ‘the ‘difeafe, bu: the neglect of the remedy. 
_ 2. His%peetly deftruGion. “He reigned but two years, and 
then his fervants Zén/piredagain/? him, and flew him, ver. 24. 
. Perhaps’ when Amon finned, as~his father did, in the begin- 
_ning of his days, he promifed himfelf that he fhould repent as 
his father-did in the latter end of his days. But his cafe thews 
what a madnefs it is to prefume upon that. If he hoped to 
repent when he was old, he was wretchedly difappointed ; for 
~ he was ‘cut off when he was young. He rebelled again{t God, 
and his-own feryants rebelled againft him. Herein God was 
“righteous, but they were wicked, and juftly did the people of 
the land put them to death as traitors. The lives of kings are 
“ particularly under the proteétion of providence, and the laws 
_ both of God and man. 
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Before we fee Judah and Ferufalem ruined, we fhail.yct fee 
fome glorious years, while good Pofiah fits at the heln. 
 - By his pious endeavours for reformation, God tried them 
- et once more: If they had known in this their day, the 
| day of their vifitation, zoe things that belonged to their 
peace, and improved them, their ruin might have been pre- 
vented. Byt after this reign they were hid from their eyes, 
and the next reigns brought an utter defolation upon them, 
én this chapter we have, 1. 4 general account of Fofiah’s 
chara@er, ver. 1, 2. Il. His zeal to root out idolatry, ver, 
85-7. ITT. His care to repair the temple, ver. 3,—13. 
IV. The finding of the book of the law, and the good ufe 
| -made of it, ver. 14,—28. | V. The public reading of the 
law to the people, and their renewing their covenant with 
- God thereupon, ver. 19,—33- Much of this we had, 2 
_ Kings xxii. ; 
_ ¥Ostan was eight years old when he began to 
qs reign, and he reigned in Jerufalem one and 
thirty years. 2 And he did that which was 
right in the fight of the Lorp, and walked in 
the ways of David his father, and declined nei- 
ther to the right hand nor to the leit. 
_For inthe eighth year of his reign, while he 
was yet young, he began to feek after the God 


of David his father: and in the twelfth yeat 
he began to purge Judah and Jerufalem from — 


the high places, and the groves, and the car- 
ved images,-and the molten images. 4 And 


thé carved images, and the. molten images he 
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|’ brake in pieces, and made duit .of them, and 


ftrowed zt upon the graves of them that had fa- 
crificed unto them. 5 And he burnt the bones 


Judah and Jerufalem. 6 And fo did bein the 
cities of Manafieh, and Ephraim, and Simeon, 
even-unto Naphtali, with their mattocks, round 
about. 
‘altars and the groves, and had beaten the .gra- 
ven images into powder,. and cut down all the 
idols throughout all the land of Ifrael, he re+ 
turned to Jerufalem. 


Concerning Jofiah we are here told, 

1. That he came to the crown. when he was very youny,, 
but eight years old; yet his infancy did not debar him from his 
right, and reigned ¢hirty-ane years, ver. 1.: A conliderable time. 
‘But I doubt, in the beginning of his reign, things went muchas: 
they had done in his father’s time, becaufe, being a child, he 
mutt leave the management of them to others; {fo that it was: 
not till his twelfth, years which goes far in the number Of his 

_ years, that the reformation began, ver.. 3: He coujd notyas He- 
zekiah did, fall about it immediately. 

2. That he reigned very well, ver. 2 approved himfelf to 
God, and trode in the fteps of David, and did not decline either 
to the right hand or to the left ;. for there are @rois on »botly 
hands, ' 

3. That while he was young about fixteen years old, he 43 
gan_to feck after God, ver. 3, We have reafon to, think, ‘he had 
nothing fo good an education as Manaffeh had:3;it is well if 
thofe about him did not endeavour to corrupt and debauch him = 

_ yet he thus fought God when he was young. It isthe duty and 
intereft of young people, and will particularly be the honour of 
young gentlemen, as foon as they come to yeurs of underftand- 


hin. ~ E 

4. That in his twelfth year, (shen, itis probable, he took 
the adminiftration of the government, entirely into hisown hands), 
he began to purge his kingdim from the.remains of idolatry. ‘He 
deftroyed the high places, groves, images, altars, all the uteniils. 
of idotatry, ver. 3,4. He not only caft them out as Manaffely 
did, but broke them to pieces, and made duft of them. ‘This 


_it was faid, 2 Kiogs xxiil. 23. to be in his.eighteenth year : 
fomething was done towards it now. in.his tweltih year; then 
he began to purge out idolatry; but probably that good work 
met with oppofition, fo that it was not thoroughly done till they 
had found¢he book of the law fix yearsafter; but here the 
whole work is laid together briefly, which: was much more large-: 
ly and particularly related in the JCings. . His zeal carried him 
out to do this not only in Judah and Jervfalem, but in the cities 
of Ifrael too, as far as he had.any influence upon them. 


8 4 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, 
when he-had purged the land, and the houfe, he 
fent.Shaphan ‘the'fon of Azaliah, and Maafeial. 
_ the goyernior of the city, and Joah the fon of Joa- 


| haz the recorder, to, repair the houfe of the 
| Lorn, his God...9 And when they came to Hil- 
they brake down the altars of Baalim in his | 
prefence ; and the images that were on. high a- | 
‘bove them he cut down,, and the groves, and | 


kiah*the high prieft, they delivered the money 
that was brought into the houfe of God,. which: 
: the, Levites that. kept the doors, had gathered of. 
the hand. of Manafleh.and Ephraim, and‘of ‘all 


of the priefts upon their altars, amd cleanfed- 


7 And when he had broken down the: 


ing, to begin to feek God ; for they that feek him early, fhall find 


deftruction of idolatry is here faid.to be in his twelfth year; but’ 


the 
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the remnant of Ifraei, and ofall Judah, and Ben- 
jamin, and they returned to Jerufalem. ro And 
they put it inthe hand of the workmen, that had. 
the overfight of the houfe ofthe Lorn, andthey 
gave it to. the workmen that. wrought in the 
houfe of the Lorn, to repair and mend the houfe. 
11 Even to the artificers and builders gave they 
it, to buy hewn ftone, and timber for couplings, 
and to floor the houfes, which the kings of Judah 
had deftroyed. 12 And the men did the work 
faithfully: and. the overfeers of them were Ja- 
hath, and Obadiah, the Levites, of the ions ot 
Merari;. and Zechariah and Mefhullam, of the 
fons of thé: Kohathites, to fet it forward: and 
Lother of the Levites, all that coudd fkill of inftru- 
ments of mufic. 13 Alfo they were over the bea- 
rers of burdens, and were overfeers of all that 
wrought the work in any mannet of fervice: and 
‘of the Levites there were fcribes, and officers, 
and porters. . 

“Here, 1. Orders are given by the king for the repair of the 
temple, ver. 8. When he had purged the houfe of the corrup- 
tions of it, he began to fit it up for the fervices that were to be 
performed in it. Thus we mult do by the fpiritual temple of the 
heart ; get it cleanfed from the pollutions of fin, and then re- 
newed, fo as to be transformed into the image of God. Jofiah, 
in this order, calls God the Lord his God. They that truly 
love God, will love the habitation of his houfe. 

2. Care is taken about it, effectual care. The Levites went 
about the country, and gathered money towards it, which was 
returned to the three truftees mentioned ver. 8, they brought 
jt to Hilkiah the high prieft, ver. 9, and he and they put it in- 
to the hands of workmen, both overfeers and labourers, who 
undertook to do it by the great, as we fay, or in the gros, ver. 
10, 11. It is obferved, that the workmen were induftrious and 

““honelt, they did the work faithfully, ver. 12.: and workmen aré 
not compleatly faithful, if they are not both. careful and dili- 
‘gent ; for a confidence is repofed’in them that they will be fo. 
Alfo that the overfeers were ingenious; for it is faid all thofe 
were employed to ihfpect this work, that could fkill of inftru- 
ments of mufic: not that their fkill in mufic would be of any 
ufe in architeGture ; but it was an evidence that they were men 
of fenfe and ingenuity, and particularly that their genius lay to- 
‘wards the mathematics, which qualified them very much for this 
truft. Witty men are then wife men,ewhen they employ their 
“wit in doing good, in helping their friends, and, as ‘they have 
‘opportunity, ferving the public, Obferve in this work how God 
difpenféth his gifts varioufly. Here were fome that were dearers 
‘of burdens, cut out for bodily labour, and fit for work. ‘Here 
“Were others made (meliori Juto) that had fkilf in mufic, and 
they were overfeers of them that laboured, and {cribes and offi- 
cers; the former were the hands, thefe were the heads; they 
‘had need of one another, and the work needed both. Let not 


‘the overfeers of the work defpife the bearers of burdens, nor let | 


them that work in the fervice, grudge at thofe whofe officeis to 
dire& ; but let each efteem and ferve the other in love, and 


-let God have the glory, and the church the benefit olgbe ditfe- 


rent gifts and difpofitions of both. aaa 
14 And when they brought out the money 
that was brought into the houfe of the Lorn, 


= 
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“the Lorp, given by Mofes. 15 And Hilkiah an 


| Hilkiah, and zhey that the king had appointed, — 


_er of the wardrobe; (now fhe dweit in Jerula-_ 


- Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and u-— 


| place, and fhall not be quenched. 26 And as fo 


VS) at 4 ae 
i on 


Chap. XXXIV, 
Hilkiah the prieft found the bcok of the law ¢ 


s r i 
: i 


{wered and faid to Shaphan the fcribe, I hay 
found the book of the law in the houfe of th 
Lorp. And Hilkiah delivered the book to Sha 
phan : 16‘And Shaphan carried the book to-th 
king, and brought the king word back again, fay 
ing, All that was committed to thy fervant 


they do it. r7 And they have gathered together 
the money that was found in the houfe ofthe 
Lorp, and have delivered it into the hand ef th 

overfeers, and to the hand of the workmen. 
18 Then Shaphan the fcribe told the king, fay 


ing, Hilkiah the prieft hath given me a book. ¢ 
And Shaphan read it before the king. 119 And | 


<a 


as 
it came to pafs when the king had heard the) | 
words ofthe law, that he rent hisclothes. 20 And 
the king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam th 
fon of Shaphan, and. Abdon the fon of Mica 
and Shaphan the fcribe, and Afaiah a fervant 
of the king’s, faying, 21.Go, inquire of the Lorp 
for me, and for them that are left in Ifrael, and 
in Judah, concerning the words of the book 
that is found: for great zs the wrath of the | 
Lorp that i poured out upon us, becaufe our) 
fathers have not kept the word of the Lorn, to 
do after all that is written in this book. 22 And 


went to Huldah the prophetefs, the wife of Shal-~ 
lum the fon of Tikvath, the fon of Hafrab; keep-— 


lem, in the college) and they fpake, to her to. 
that-efed. 23 7 And the anfwered them, Thus 
faith the Lory God of Ifrael, ‘Tell ye the man 
that fent you to me, 24 Thus faith the Lorn, - 


pon the inhabitants thereof, even all the curfes — 
that are written in the book which they have 
read before the king of Judah: 25 Becaufe thi 
have forfaken me, and have burned incenfe u 
to other gods, that they might provoke me 
anger with all the works of their hands ; thei 
fore my wrath fhall be poured out upon thi 


the king of Judah, who fent you to inquire o 
the Lorn, fo {hall ye fay unto him, Thi 
the Lorp God of Lrael concerning. 
which thou haft heard. 27 Becaufe thine 
was tender, and thou didft humble t 
fore God, when thou heardit his wor 
this place, and againft the ini 
and humbledft thyfelf befor 


thy clothes, and weep before me; I have « 
heard thee alfo, faith the Lorp,. 28 Beh 
; SN ones ie Ae bit: ie mt $50! SR 


. 


. the city of our God. - Ufus communis aquarum. 
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will gather thee to thy fathers, and thou fhalt be 


_ gathered to thy gtave in peace, neither fhall 
thine eyes fee all the evil that I will bring upon . 


‘this place, and upon the inhabitants of the 


fame. So they brought the king word again. 


This whole paragraph we had juft as is here related, 2 Kings 
xxii. 8,—20. and have nothing to add here to what was there 
obferved. 

But, 1. We may from hence take occafion to blefs God, 
that we have plenty of bibles, and they are or may be in all 
hands ; that the book of the law and gofpel is not loft, is not 
fcarce; that in this fenfe the word of the Lord is not precious. 
Bibles are jewels ; but, thanks be to God, they are not rari- 
ties. The fountain of the waters of life is not a {pring fhut up, 
or a fountain fealed, but the ftreams of it in all places make glad 
What a great 
deal fhall we have to anfwer for, if the great things of God’s 


law, being thus made common, fhould be accounted by us as 


ftrange things ? 

» 2. We may from hence learn, whenever we read or hear the 
word of God, to affect our hearts with it, and to get them 
poffefled with a holy fear of that wrath of God. which is there 


revealed againft all ungodlinefs, and unrighteoufnefs of men, 


as Jofiah’s tender heart was. When he heard the words of 


‘the law, he rent his clothes, ver. 19. and God was greatly 
pleafed with his doing fo, ver. 27. Were the things contained | 


in the fcripture new to us, as they were here to Jofiah, furely 
they would make deeper impreflions upon us than commonly 
they do; but they are never the lefs weighty, and therefore 
fhould not be the lefs confidered by us for their being well 
known. Rent the heart therefore ;. not the garments. 

--3. We are here directed, when we are under convictions of 
fin, and apprehenfions of divine wrath, to inquire of the Lord: 
fo Jofiah did, ver. 21. It concerns us to afk as they did, A&s 
iit, 37. Men and brethren, what foall we do ? and more par- 
ticularly, as the jaylor, faying, What hall I do to be faved ; 
Aas xvi. 30. If ye will thus inquire, inquire ye, Ifa. xxi. 12. 
And, blefled be God, we have the lively oracles to which to 


Ss : apply ourfelves with thefe inquiries. 


tions and kingdoms. 


4. We are here warned of the ruin that fin brings upon na- 

They that forfake God, bring evil upon 

themfelves, ver. 24, 25. and kindle a fire which “foal not be 

quenched, {uch will the fire of God’s wrath be, when the de- 

cree is gone forth again(t thofe who- obftinately, ‘and impeni- 
-tently, perfift in their wicked ways. 

. We are here encouraged to humble ourfelves before 


God; and feek unto him, as Jofiah did: if we cannot prevail 


thereby to turn away God’s wrath from our land, yet we ‘hall 
* deliver our own fouls, ver. 27, 28. 
here taught to be fo far from fearing death, as to welcome it 


And good people are 


rather when it takes them away from the evil to come, See 


__ how the property’ of it is altered, by making it the matter ofa 
“promife : Thou /halt be gathered to thy grave in peace ; hovfed 


in that ark, as Noah, when a deluge is coming. 


i 29 q Then the king fent, and gathered to- 
“gether -all the elders of Judah and Jerufalem. 
_ 30 And the King went up into the houfe of the 


Lorp, and all the men of Judah, and the inha: 


-pitants of Jerufalem, and: the priefts, and the 


v 


‘Levites, and all the people great and fmall: 


and he read in their ears all the words of the 


‘book of the covenant, ¢hat was found in the 


Vot. II. 
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_ fathers. 


we find, that in the days of Fofiab, Jer. ui. 6. 
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houfe of the Lorn. © 31 And the king ftood in 
his place,and made a covenant before the Lorn, 
to walk after the Lorp, and to. keep his com- 
mandments and his teftimonies and his ftatutes, 
with all his heart and with all his foul, to per- 
form the words of the covenant which are writ- 
ten in this book. 32 And he caufed all thaz 
were prefent in Jerufalem and Benjamin to ftand 
to it. And the inhabitants of Jerufalem did ac- 
cording to the covenant of God, the God of their 
fathers. 33 And Jofiah took away all the abo- 
minations out of all the countries that pertained 
to the children of Ifrael, and made all that were 
prefent in Ifrael to ferve, even to ferve the Lorp 
theirGod. Ard allhis days they departed not 
from following the Lorp, the God of their 


We have here an account of the further advances which Jo- 
fiah made towards the reformation of his kingdom, upon the 
hearing of the law read, and the receipt of the meflage God 
fent him by the prophetefs. Happy the people, that had fuch 
a king : for here we find, : 

1. That they were well taught. He did not go about to 
force them to their duty, till he had firft inftruéted them in it. 
He called all the people together, great and {mall, young and 
old, rich and poor, high and low: He that hath ears to hear, 


det him hear the words of the baok of the covenant 5 for they are 
all concerned in thefe words. ‘To put an honour upon the fer- 


vice, and to engage attention the more, though there were 
priefts and Levites prefent, the king himfelf read the book to 
the people, ver. 30. and he read it, no doubt, in fuch a man- 
ner, as to fhew that he was himélf affected with it, which 
would be a means to affect the hearers. 

2. That they were well fixed. The articles of agreement 
between God and Ifrael being read, that they might intelli- 
gently covenant with God, both king and people here, with 
great folemnity, do as it were fubfcribe the articles. The king . 
in his place covenanted to keep God’s commandments with all 
his heart and foul, according to what was qwritten in the book; 
ver. 31. and urged the people to declare their confent likewife 
to this covenant, and folemnly to promife, that they would 
faithfully perform, fulfil, and keep all, and every thing that was 
on their part to be done, according to the covenant; which 


_ they did; they could not for fhame do otherwife. He caufed 


all that were prefent to fland to it, ver. 32. and made them all 
to ferve, even to ferve the Lord their God, ver. 22. To do it, . 
and to mae a bujinefs of it ; he did all he could to bring them 
to it; to ferve, even to feive; the repetition notes, that that 
was the only thing his heart was on ; he aimed at nothing elfe 
in what he did, but to engage them to God and their duty. 

3. That they were well tended; were honeft with good 
looking to. ll his days they departed not from foll. wing the 
Lord ; he kept them with much ado, from running into idola- 
try again : All his days. were days of reftraint upon them ; but 
this intimated, that there was in them a 4ent-to blackflidey a” 
(trong inclination to idolatry. Many of them wanted nothing 
but to have him out of the way, and then they would have 
their high-places and their images up again. “And therefore 
God charged 
it upon treacherous Judah, that the had aot returned to him 
with all her heart, but feignedly, ver. 10. nay, had played the 
harlot, ver. 8. and thereby had even juflified backfliding I/rae’, 

gad ver 
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ver. 22. And in the twenty-third year of his reign, four or 
five years after this, that they had gone on to provoke God ta 
anger with the works of their hands, Jer. xxv. 3,--7- And, 
which is very obfervable, it is from the beginning of Jofiah’s 
reformation, his twelfth or thirteenth year, that the iniquity of 
the houfe of Fudabs. which brought ruin upon them, and which 
the prophet was to bear lying on his right fide, was dated, 
Ezek. iv. 6, For, from thence to the deftruétion of Jerufa- 
Jem, was juft forty years. Jofiah was fincere in what he did, 
but the generality of the people were averfe to it, and hankered 
after their idols {till ;, fo that the. reformation, though well de- 
fioned, and well profecuted by the prince, had little or no ef 
feat upon-the people. It was with reluétancy that they parted 
with their idols; {till they were in, heart joined to them, and 
wifhed for them again: this God faw, and therefore from that 
t:me, when one would have thought the foundations had been: 
laid-for a perpetual fecurity. and peace, I fay from the very 
time did the decree go forth for theix deftruction. Nothing 
haftens the ruin of a people, nor mipens them for it, more than 
the baffling of hopeful attempts for reformation, and an hypo- 
critical return to God. Be not deceived, God is not mocked. 


CHAP. XXXV. 

Weare here to, qttend. Fojah, 1. To, the temple, where ave. fee 
his religious care, for the due obfervance of the ordinance of 
the paffover, according to the law, ver. I-19. LH. To de 
. field of battle, where we fee his, rafhnefs, in engaging: with the 
king of Egypt, and how dear it coft him, ver. 20,—25. ILI. 
To the grave, where we fee him bitterly. lamented, vers 24,— 
27° And fo. we muft take our leave of Fofiah.. 

FOREOVER, Jofiah kept a paffover unto the 
Lorp in ferufalem: and they killed the 
‘paflover on the fourteenth day of the firft month. 
2. And he fet the priefts. in: their charges, ands 
‘encouraged them to the: fervice of the houfe of 
the Lorp. 3 And faid unto the Levites that 
-taught all Ifrael, which were holy unto the 
Lorp, Put the holy ark in the houfe which. 

Solomon the fon. of David king of Ifrael did 


build ; it /ball not be a burden upon your fhoul- 


ders: ferve now the Lorp your God, and _ his 
people Ifrael, 4, And prepare your [elves by. the 
houfes of your fathers, after your courfes, ac- 
cording to the writing of David king of Hrael, 
and according to the writing of Solomon his fon. 
5 And ftand in the holy place, according to the 
divifions of the families of the fathers of your 
brethren.the people; and after the’ divifion of 
the families of the Levites.. 6 So kill the paf 
fover, and fan@tify yourfelves, and prepare your 
brethren, that they may do according to the: 
word of the Lorp, by the hand of Mofes. 7. 


And Jofiah gave to the people, of the flock, 


lambs and kids, all for the paflover offerings, 
for all that were prefent, to the number of thir- 
‘ty thoufand, and three thoufand bullocks: thefe 
were of the king’s fubflance. 8: And,his. princes: 
gave willingly unto the people, to the priefts 
and to the Levites: sar and Zechariah,, 
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fand and fix hundred fmall cattle, and three, 


| thoufand /mal/ catile, and five hundred oxen. 
| ro So. the fervice was prepared, and the priefts. 
| ftood in their place, and the Levites in their 
 courfes, according to the king’s commandment, 
_ rr And they killed the paffover, and. the priefts. 
| {prinkled the blood from their hands, and the 


habitants of Jerufalem. 
year of the reign of jofiah, was: a J smontie: i: 
kept. es 


' ofthe paffover,. which was but.touched upon there, i Kings: 


and Jehiel, rulers of the houfe of God, gave uns» a 
to the priefts for the paflover-offerings, twothou- 


hundred. oxen. g Conaniah-alfo, and Shemaiah, 
and Nethaneel, his brethren, and Hatfhabiah, 
and Jehiel, and Jozabad, chief of the Levites, 
gave unto the Levites for paflover-offerings, five 


Levites flayed them. 12 And they removed 
the burnt-offerings, that they might give 
according to the divifions of the families 
of the people, to offer unto the, Lorp, as_ 
it is written m the book of Mofes: and fo. 
did they with the oxen. 13 And they roafted 
the paflover with fire, according to the ordi- 
nance: but the other holy, offerings fod they in. 
pots, and im caldrons, and in pans, and divided: 
them fpeedily among all the people. rq And — 
afterward they made ready for themfelves, and 
for the, priefts : becaufe the priefts the fons of 
Aaron were bufied in offering. of burnt-offerings ; 
and the fat until night; therefore the Levites 
prepared for themfelves and for’ the priefts the” 
fons of Aaron. 15 And the fingers the fons. of 


Afaph, were in, their place, according to- the be 


commandment of David. and Afaph, and He= 
man, and Jeduthun the king’s feer: and the _ 
porters wazted at every gate ; they might not’ 
depart from their fervice ;, for their brethren 
the Levites. prepared. for them. 16 So all the 4 
fervice of the Lorp was prepared the fame day, 
to keep the paflover, and to offer burnt-offer- 
ings upon the altar of the Lorp, according to. 
the commandment of king, Jofiab.. 17 And the 
children*ef Irael. that were prefent, kept the, 
paflover at that time, and: the feait of unlea- 

vened bread feven days. 18 And there was no 
paflover like to that, kept in: Ifrael, from the 


_ days, of Samuel. the prophet, neither did all the 


kings of Ifrael keep fuch a paflover as Jofiah: — 
kept, and the priefts, and the Levites, and all’ — 

Judah and Hrael that were prefent, and the in- 
19: In. the eighteenth, | 


The deftruaion which Jofiah made of idols eh idsletry. - 3 
was more largely related in the Kings, and but jut mentioned 
here in the foregoing chapter, ver. 33, But his” folemnizing. 


‘sexu. 


ie 
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| &xili. 21. is very particularly related here. Many were the 


feats of the Lord, appointed by the ceremonial law, but the 


~-paflover was the chief; it began them al/in the night that If 


rael came out of Egypt. It concluded them all in the night 
wherein Chrift was betrayed; and in the celebration of it, He- 
zekiah and jofiah, thofe two great reformers, revived religion 
in their day. The ordinance of the Lord’s fupper is now 
neareft a-kin to that of any of the Jewifh feftivals; and the 


_ due obferyance of that ordinance, according to the rule, is an 


inftance and means both of the growing purity and beauty of 


_ churches, and of the growing piety and devotion of particular 


Ae Ae 


Chriftians. Religion cannot flourifh where that paffoveris 
either wholly neglected, or not duly obferved ; return to that, 
revive that, make a folem bufinefs of that affedting binding or- 
@inance, and then it is to be hoped there will be a reformation 
an. other inftances alfo. mee. ; 
In the account we had of Hezekiah’s paffover, the great 
zeal of the people was obfervable, and the tranfport of devout 


_ affe@ion that they were in; but little of that appears here. 


It was more in compliance with the king, that they all kept 


‘the paflover, ver. 17, 18. than from any great mclination they 
_ had to it themfelves. 
_ godlinefs, but little pleafure in the power of it. 


Some pride they took in this form of 
But whate- 
ver defect there was among the people in the infide of the du- 
ty, both the magiftrates and the minifters did their part, and 


_ took care the external part of the fervice fhould be performed 


with a due decorum. ; 
1. The king exhorted and directed, quickened and encou- 


a raged the priefts and Leyites to do their office in this folem- 


“pity. 


Perhaps, he faw them remifs and indifferent, unwilling 
to. go out of their road, or mend their pace: if minffters are 


_» fo, it is not amifs for any, but moft proper for magiftrates, to 


_ therein by the pradice before the temple was. built. 


ftir them up to their bufinefs. Say to Archippus, Take heed 
to thy minifiry, Col, iv. 17. Let us fee how this good king 
managed his clergy upon this occafion. ; 

1, He reduced them to the office they were appointed to 
by the law of Mofes, ver. 6. and the order they were put into 
by David-and Solomon, ver. 4. He fet them in their charge, 
ver. 2. did not cut them out new work, nor put them into any _ 
new method, but called them back to their inftitution. Their 
-courfes were fettled in writing, let thent have recourfe to that 
writing, and marfhal themfelves according to the divifion of 
their families, ver. 5. Our rule is fettled in the written word: 
let magiftrates take care that minifters walk according to that 
rule, and they do their duty, 

. 2dly, He ordered the ark to be put in its place, which it 
fhould feem had of late been difplaced, either by the wicked 
kings, to make room for their idols in the moft holy place, or ' 
Hezekiah to make room for. the workmen that repaired the 
temple; however it was, Jofiah bids the Lewites put the holy 
ark in the houfe, ver. 3. and not carry it about from place to 
place, as perhaps of late they had done, jultifying themfelves 
Now the 
prielts were’ difcharged from this burden of the ark, they muft. 


_ be. careful in other fervices about it. 


oe 


adly, He charged them to ferve God and his people Ifrael, 
ver. 3. “Minifters mutt look upon themfelves as fervants both 
to Chrift and to:his church for his fake, 2 Cor. iv. 5. They 
mutt take care, and take’ pains, and lay out themfelves. to; the 
utmoft, (17.) For the glory and honour of God, and to ad- 
vance the interefts of his kingdom among men. Paul, a fer- 
vant of God, Tit. i. 1. (2+) For the welfare and benefit of 
his. people, not as having dominion over their faith, but‘as fer- 


r .vants of their holinefs and joy ; and it will be no difficulty, in 


the ftrength of God, honeftly to ferve thefe two mafters. 
_ Athly, He charged them to fandify themfelves, and prepare 


' 
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their brethren, vet. 6. Minifters work mult begin at home, 
and they mutt fan&tify themfelves in the fiurlt place, pwify 
themfelves from. fin, fequefter themfelves ftom the world, und 
devote themfelves to God 5 bet it muft not end there, they 
muft do what they can to prepare their brethren, by admonith- 
ing, inftrudting, exhorting, quickening, ahd comforting them. 
The preparation of the heart is indeed from the Lord; but mi- 
nifters muft be in{ftruments in his hand. 

sthly, He encouraged them to the fervice, ver. 2. He {poke 
comfortably to them, as Hezekiah did, chap. xxx. 22. He 
promifed them his countenance. Note; Thofe whom we 
charge, we fhould encourage. Moft people love to be fpoken 
fair, and will be wrought upon by encourageménts more than 
by threats. 

2. The king and the princes (influenced by his example) 
gave liberally for the bearing of the charges of this paffover. 
The ceremonial fervices were expenfive, which perhaps waé 
one reafon why they had been negleéted. People had not 
zeal enough to be at the charge of them ; nor were they now 
very fond of them for that purpofe. And therefore, 

1, Jofiah, at his own proper coft, furnifhed the congrega- 
tion with pafchal lambs, and other facrifices, to be offered dur- 
ing the feven days of the feaft. He allowed out of his own’ 
eftate, thirty thoufand lambs for paffover-offerinags ; which the 
offerers were to feat upon, and three thoufand bullocks, ver. 
7. to be offered during the following feven days. Note, Thofe 
who 4re ferious in religion, when they perfuade others to that 
which is good, fhould make’it as cheap and eafy to them as may | 
be. And where God fows plentifully, he expeéts to reap ac+ 
cordingly. It is to be feared the congregation generally had 
not come provided; fo that if fofiah had not furnifhed them, 
the work of God muft have ftood ftill. - 

2dly, The chief of the priefts, that were meén of great e- 
ftates, contributed towards the priefts charges, as Jofiah to- 
the people’s: The princes, ver. 8. i. e. the chief of the prielts, 
the princes of the holy tribe, rulers of the houfe of God, bore 
the priefts charges. And fome ofthe rich and great men of 
the Levites, furnifhed them alfo with cattle, both great and 
{mall, for offerings, ver. 9. Thofe that fincerely defire to be 
found in the way of their duty, fometimes Providence raifeth 
them up friends to bear them out in it, beyond what they could 
have expected. a er ase, 

3. The priefts and Levites performed their office very rea~ 
dily, ver. 10. They killed the pafchal lambs in the court of 
the temple, the priefts fprinkled the blood upon the altar, the 
Levites flayed them, and then gave the flefh to the people ac- 
cording to their families, ver. 11, 12. not fewer than ten, nor 
more than twenty, to a lamb; they took it to their feveral a- 
partments, roafted it, and eat it according 10 the ordinance, ver. 
13. As for the other facrifices that were euchariftical, the 
flefh of them was boiled, according to the law of the peace- 
offerings, and was divided fpeedily among the people, that they 
might feaft upon it as a token of their joy in the atonement _ 
fade, and their reconciliation to God thereby. And (laftly) 
the priefts and Levites took care to honour God by cating of 
the paffover themfelves, ver. 14. Let not minifters think that 
the care they take for the fouls of others, will excufe their ne- 
gledt of their own: or that being employed. fo much in public 


‘ worthip, will fuperfede the religious exercifes of their clofets 


and families. The Levites here made ready for themfelves and 
for the pricfs, becaufe the priefts were wholly taken up all day 
in the fervicé of the altar ; therefore, that they might not have 
their lamb to drefs when they fhould eat it, the Levites got it 
ready for them againft fupper-time. Let minifters learn hence 
to he!p one another, and to forward one another’s work; ag; 
brethren, and fellow-feivants of the fame matter. 
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4. The fingers and porters attended in their places, and did 
their office, ver. 15. The fingers, with their facred fong and 
mufic, expreffed and excited the joy of the congregation, and 
made the fervice very pleafant to them. And the porters at 
the gates took care that there fhould be no breaking in of any 
thing, to defile or difquiet the affembly, nor going out of any 
from it, that none fhould fteal:away till the fervice was done: 
and while they were thus employed, their brethren the Levites 
prepared pafchal lambs for them. iat 

5. The whole folemnity was performed with great exactnefs 
according to the law, ver. 16, 17. and upon that account 
there was none like it fince Samuel’s time, ver. 18.3 for.in 
Hezekiah’s paffover there were feveral. irregularities. And 
Bifhop Patrick obferves, that in this alfo it exceeded the other 
paflover, which the preceding kings had kept; that though 
Jofiah was nothing fo rich as David and Solomon, and Jeho- 
fhaphat, yet he furnifhed the whole congregation with beafts 
for facrifice, both pafchal and euchariftical, at his own ‘proper 
coft and charge, which was more than any king ever did be- 
fore him. | 


20 4 After all this when Jofiah had prepa- 
red the temple, Necho king of Egypt came up 
to fight againft Carchemith by Euphrates: and 
Jofiah went out againft him. 21 But he fent 
ambaffadors to him, faying, What have 1 ta do 

“with thee, thou king of Judah? I come not a- 
gainft thee this day, but againft the houfe where- 
with I have war: for God commanded me to 
make hatte, ws thee from meddling with 
God, who is with me, that he deftroy thee not. 
22 Neverthelefs Jofiah would not turn his face 
from him, but difguifed himfelf that he might 
fight with him, and hearkened not unto the 
words of Necho from the mouth of God, and 
camé to fight in the valley of Megiddo. 23 
And the archers fhot at king Jofiah; and the 
king faid to his fervants, Have me away, for I 
am fore wounded. 24 His fervants therefore 
took ‘him out of that chariot, and put him in 
the fecond chariot that he Fad; and they brought 
him to Jerufalem, and he died, and was buried 
in one of the fepulchres of his fathers: and all 
Judah and Jerufalem mourned for Jofiah. 25 
€ And Jeremiah lamented for Jofiah, and all 
the finging-men and the finging-women fpake 
of Jofiah in their lamentations to this day, and 
made them an ordinance in Ifrael: and behold, 
they are written in the lamentations. 26 Now 
the reft of the acts of Jofiah, and his goodnefs 
according to that which was written in the law 
of the Lorp, 27 And his deeds firft and laft, 
behold, they are written in the book of the 
kings of Hrael and Judah, 

It was thirteen years from Jofiah’s famous paffover to his 
death ; during which time, we may hope things went well in 
his kingdom; that he profpered, and religion flourifhed : yet 
we are not entertained with the pleafing account of thofe years, 


but they are paffed oyer in filence, becaufe the people. for all - 


- 
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_caufe, let him not expect to profper ; God is ‘no re[pecter of per- 


_ Sennacherib did in a like cafe, 2 Kings xviii. 25. hoping there-- 


_perfon and-fought the Egyptian army in the valley of Megiddo,. 


That. Jeremiah lamented him I do not wonder; he was the 


this were ‘not turned from the Jove of their fins, nor God from 
the fiercenefs of his anger ; the next news therefore we hear 
of Jofiah, is, that-he is cut off in the midft of his days and 
ufefulnefs, before he is full forty years old. We had this fa¢ 
ftory, 2 Kings xxiti. 29, 30. Here it is fomewhat more large- — 
ly related ; that appears here more than did there, which re- 
fleéts with fach blame on Jofiah, and fuch praife on the peo- 
pleas ‘one would not have expected. * EY he 
1.Jofiah was a very good prince, yet he is much to’ be 
blamed for his rathnefs and prefumption, in going out to war — 
again{t the king of Egypt, without caufe or call. It was bad e- 
nough, as it appeared in the Kings, that he meddled with ftrife 
which belonged not to him. But ‘here it looks worfe; for it 
feems the king of Egypt {ent ambaffadors to him, to warn him 
again{t this enterprife, ver: 21.’ He argués, (1.) From principles — 
of juftice. The king of Egypt profeffeth he had no defign to 
do himany hurt,’and therefore it was unfair; againft common 
equity, and the law of nations, for Jofiah to take’ up arms a- 
gainft him If even a righteous man engage in an unrighteous — 


fons. See Prov. iii.’ 30. xxv. 8. (2.) From principles of te- 
ligion. - God is with me; nay, He commanded me to make hafle ; 
and therefore-if thou retard my motions thou meddle? with God. 
-It cannot be that the king of Egypt only pretended this, as — 


by to make Jofiah defift, becaufe he knew he had a veneration 
for the word of God; for it is faid here, ver. 22. that the 
words of Necho were from the mouth of God: we mutt there- 
fore fuppofé that either by a dream, or by a {trong impulfe upon: — 
his fpirit, which he had ’reafon to think from God, or by Jere- 
miah, of fome other prophet, he had ordered him to make’ war — 


_ upon the king of Aflyria. ~(3.) From principles of policy; 


that he deftroy thee not. \t is at thy peril, if thou engage’ againft _ 
one that has both a better army, and a» better caufe, and God 
on his fide. AS a a Pee ae ea TR ee 
Tt was notin wrath to Jofiah, whofe heart was upright with _ 
the Lord his God, but in wrath'to a hypocritical nation, who” _ 
were unworthy of fo good a king, that he was fo far infatuated, 
as not to hearken to thofe fair reafonings, and defift from his 
enterprife. He would not turn his fate from him, but went in 


ver. 22. If perhaps he could not believe that the king of Egypt 
had a command from God to de what he did, yet, upon his plead- 
ing fuch a command, he ought to have confulted the oracles of 
God before he had gone out againft him. “His not doing that, _ 
was his great fault and of fatal confequence. In this matter he — 
walked not in the ways of David his father; for had it been — 
his cafe, he would have enquired of the Lord, /hall I go 
up ? Wilt thou deliver them into mine hands? How can we 
think to profper in our ways, if we do not acknowledge God- 
in them? , Prag ed ae Seo S 
2. The people were a very wicked people, yet they are much: 
to be praifed for lamenting the. death of Jofiah as they did. 


weeping prophet, and plainly forefaw the utter ruin of his coun. 
try following upon the death of this good king: but it is flrange 
to find that all Judah and Jerufalem, that {tupid fenfelefs peo- 
ple, mourned for him, ver. 24. contrived how to have their 
mourning excited by finging-men. and finging-women ; how to~ 
have it {pread thro’ the kingdom, they made an ordinance in 
Ifrael, that the mournful ditties, penned on this fad occafion,. 
fhould be learned and fung by all forts of people. And, laftly,~ 
how to have the remembrance of it perpetuated, thefe elegies 
were inferted in the colleétions of ftate-poems, they are written 
in the lamentations. Hereby it appeared, (1.) That they had 
fome refpedt to their good prince, and tkough they did not cor- 

; fer ja nek dially. 


/ 
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dially comply with him in all his good defigns, yet they could 
not but havea great honour for him. Pious ufeful men will 
“be manifefted in the confciences even of thofe that will not be 
influenced by their example ;. and many that will not fubmit 
to the rules of ferious godlinefs themfelves, yet cannot but give 
it their good word, and efteem it in others. Perhaps thofe 
lamented Jofiah when he was dead, that were not thankful to 
~ Ged for him while he lived. The Ifraelites murmured at Mo. 
_ fes and:Aaron while they were with them, and fpake fome- 
times of {toning them, and yet when they died, they mourned 
- for them forty days. We are often taught to value mercies 
- by the Iofs of them, which when we enjoyed, we did not prize 
as we,ought. (2.) That they had fome fenfe of their own 
danger, now he was gone. Jeremiah told them, it is likely, 
of the’ evil they muft now expect would come upon them, from 
~ which he was taken, away ; and fo far they credited what he 
~ faid, that they lamented the death of him that was their de- 
fence... Note, Many will eafier be perfuaded to lament the 
_ miferies that are coming upon them, than to.take the proper 
“way by univerfal reformation, to prevent them; will fhed tears 


for their troubles, but will not be prevailed upon. to part with - 


their fins. But godly forrow worketh repentance, and that.re- 
pentance will be to. falvation. ; 


a vind eoCrd A. P.. XXXVI. 

We have here, 1. A fhort but fad account of the butter ruin 
of Fudah and Ferufalem, within a few years after Jofah’s 
death, . (1.) The hiflory of it in ibe unhappy reigns of Fe- 

 boabaz for three months, ver. 1,—4. Fehotakim, ver. 5, 
8. fer eleven yearsy Feboiachin three months, ver. 9, 10. 
and Zedekiah eleven years, ver. 11. Additions were made 
fo the national guil', and advances towards the national 
defirufion in each of thofe reigns, which at length was 
-compleated in the flaughter of multitudes, ver. 17. the plun- 

~ dering and burning of the temple,.and all the palaces, the 
defolation of the city, ver. 18, 19.5 and the captivity of the 

| people that remained, ver. 20. (2.) Some remarks upsn it; 
‘that berein fir was punifhed, Zedekiab’s wickedne/s, ver. 
12,13. The idalatry the people were guilty of, ver. 14. 
and abufe of God?s prophets, ver. 15, 16. , The word of 
God was herein fulfilled, ver.21. 11, The dawning of the 
day of their deliverance in Cyrus’s proclamation,Ver, 22,23. 
a ‘HEN the people of the land: toole Jehoahaz 
the fon of Jofiah, and’ made him king in 

his father’s ftead in Jerufalem. 2 Jehoahaz was 
twenty and: ‘three, years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned three months in Jerufa- 
lem. 3 And the king of Egypt put him down! 
at Jerufalem, and condemned. the land in an 


‘hundred’ talents of. filver, and a.talent of gold. . 


_4 And the king of.Egy pt made Eliakim his bro- 
_ ther, king over Judah and Jerufalem, and turn- 
ed his name to Jehoiakim.’ And Necho- took’ 


Jehoahaz his brother, and earried him toEgypt. . 


5 4 Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old 


when he began to reign, and.he reigned eleven: 


. fears in Jerufalem: and. he did that which was: 
evil in the fight of the Lorn his God. 6 Againft 


him came up Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 


and bound him in fetters to carry him to Baby- 
jon, 7 Nebuchadnezzar alfo carried off the vef-. 


Fa . 
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fels of the houfe of the Lorp to Babylon, and 
put them in his temple at Babylon. 8 Now the 
reft of the acts of Jehoiakim, and his abomina- 
tions which he did, and that which was found 
in him, behold, they are written in the book of 
the king’s of Ifrael and Judah: and Jehoiachin 
his fon reigned in his ftead: 9 4 Jehoiachin was 
eight years old when he began to reign, and ‘he ~ 
reigned three months and ten days in Jernfa- 
lem,and he did that. which was evil in. the fight. . 
of the Lorn. “10 And -when-thevyear was :ex-! 
pired king Nebuchadnezzar fent, and brought 
him to Babylon, with the goodly, veffels of the 
houfe of the Logp,.and made:Zedekiah his bro-. 


ther, king over Judah.and Jerufalem.. 


The deftru@ion of Judah and Jerufalem is here coming on 
by degrees. God fo ordered it to fhew, that he has no plea- 
fure in finners rain, but had rather they would turn and live ; 
and therefore gives them both time and inducement to repent, 
and waits to be gracious. The hiftory of thefe reigns was 


. more largely recorded in the three laft chapters of the fecond- 


of Kings. < 

ft. Jehoahaz: was fet up by the people, ver. 1. ; but in one, 
quarter of a year was depofed by. Pharaoh-Necho, and carried 
a prifoner to Egypt, and the land fined for fetting him up, ver. 
2,;—4: Of this young prince we hear no more. Had he trode: 
in the fteps of his father’s piety, he might have reigned long 
and profpered 3 but-we are told*in the Kings, that se did evil 
in the fight of the Lord, and-therefore his triumphing was but } 
fhort, and, his joy but for a moment. 

2. Jehoiakim was fet up by the king of Egypt, and reigned 
eleven years. How low was Judah brought when the king of 
Egypt, an old enemy to their land, gave what king he pleafed 
to the kingdom, and what name he pleafed to the king, ver. 4. 
He made Eliakim king, and called bim Jehoiakim,. in token 
of his authority over him. He did that which was evil, ver. 
5. nay, we read of the abominations which he did, ver. 8; he 
was very vile and wicked. Idolatries generally go under the 
name of abominations. We hear no more of the king of E- - 
gypt, but the king of Babylon came up againft him, ver. 7. ~~ 


| feized him, and bound him with a defign.to carry him to Ba- 


bylon ; but it feems he either changed his mind, and fuffered 
him to reign as his vaffal, or death releafed: the prifoner be- 
fore he was carried away. . However, the beft and molt va- 
luable veffels cf the temple were now carried away, and made 
ufé of in Nebuchadnezzar’s temple in Babylon, ver. 6.; for we 
may fuppofé no temple in the world~was fo richly furnifhed as 
that of Jerufalem.+ ‘I he fin of Judah was, that they had brought 
the idols of the Heathen into God’s temple ; and- now their 
punifhment was; that the veflels of the temple were carried a- 
way unto the fervice ofthe gods of the nations. If men will 
profane God’s’ inftitutions by their fins, it is juft with God to 
fuffer them to be’ profaned by their enemies... Thefe were the 
veflels which the-falfe -prophets’ flattered. the people with tle 
hopes of the return of, Jer. xxvii. 17.; but Jeremiah told them, 
the reft: Mould “go after them, ver. 22. and they did fo. But 
as the carrying’away of the veffglsto Babylon began the cala- 
mity of Jerufalem,’ fo Belihazzar’s daring profanation of them 
there, filled the meafure of the iniquity of Babylon ; for when’ 
he drunk wine ‘in them, to the honour of his gods, the hand.- 


“writing on the wall prefented him with his decom; Dan. ¥. 3.. 


In the reference to the book of the- Kings, concerning this Je- 
“ hoiakins; 


793 
hoiakim, mention is made of ‘hat which was found in him, ver. 
8 ; which feems to be meant of the treachery that was found 
in him towards the king of Babylon: but fome of the Jewith 
writers under{tand it of certain private marks, or fignatures, 
found in his dead body in honour of his idol; fuch cuttings as 
God had forbidden, Lev. xix. 28. 

3. Jehoiachin, or Jeconiah, the fon of Jehoiakim, attempted 
to reign in his {tead, and reigned long enough to fhew his evil 
inclination ; but after three months and ten days, the king of 
Babylon fent and fetched him away captive, with more of the 
goodly veffels of the temple. He is here faid to be eight years 
old, but in Kings he is faid to be é¢ighteen when he began to 


reign ; fo that this feems to be a miftake of the tranfcriber, un- | 


lefs we fappofe that his father took him at eight years old to 
join with him in the government as fome think. 


119 Zedekiah was one and twenty years old 
when he began to reign, and reigned eleven 
years in Jerufalem. 12 And he did that which 
qwas evil in the fight of the Lorn his God, and 
humbled not himfelf before Jeremiah the pro- 
phet, /peaking from the mouth of the Lorn. 
13 And he alfo rebelled againft king Nebuchad- 
_ mezzar, who had made him {wear by God, but 
he ftiffened his neck, and hardened his heart 
from turning unto’ the Lorp God of Ifrael. 
14 J Moreover, all the chief of the priefts, and 
the people tranfgrefled very much, after all the 
abominations of the heathen, and polluted the 
houfe of the Lorp, which he had hallowed in 
Jerufalem. 315 And the Lorp God of their fa- 
‘thers fent to them by his meffengers, rifing up 
-betimes, and fending; becaufe he had compaf- 
fion on his people, and on his, dwelling-place : 
16 But they mocked the meflengers of God, and 
defpifed his words, and mifufed his prophets, 
until the wrath of the Lorp arofe again{t his 
‘people, till there was no remedy. 17 Therefore 
he brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, 
~who flew their young men with the fword, in 
the houfe of theiy fanctuary, and had no com- 
paffion upon young man or maiden, old man, 
or him that ftooped for age: he gave them 


all into his hand. 18 And all the veflels of the ° 


houfe of God, great-and {mall, and the treafures 
of the houfe of the Lorp, and the treafures 
of the king, and of his princes; all the/e he 
brought to Babylon. 19 And they burnt the 
houfe of God, and brake down the wall of Jeru- 
- falem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with 

_ fire, and deftroyed all the goodly veffels there- 
of, 20 And them that had efcaped from the 
fword, carried he away to Babylon: where they 


were fervants to him and his fons, until the reign. 


of the kingdom of Perfia; 21 To fulfil the 
word of the Lorp by the mouth of Jeremiah, 


until the land had enjoyed her fabbaths: fur as 
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_ that kindnefs wherewith they had been loved for the father’ 


- ruin. 


_ them ; to his counfels, and be-reled by them ; fhould lay him 
. felf under the commanding power of the word of God in hi 

mouth ; and becaufe he would not thus make himfelf a fervan 
| to God, he is made a flave to his enemies. 


' hymble them. 


_ prophets, to them. 
in covenant with them, and whom they worfhipped, though 
this degenerate race forfook. him, therefore he fent to them by 


long as fhe lay’defolate, fhe kept fabbath, to ful 
fil threefcore and ten years. a. 


We have here an account of the deftru@tion of the kKingdo 
-of Judah, andthe city of Jerufalem by the Chaldeans.  Abrs 
ham, God’s friend, was called out of that country, from Ur of 
the Chaldees, when God took him into covenant and commu. 
nion with himfelf, and now his degenerate feed were carried’ 
into that country again, to fignify that they had forfeited a 


fake, and the benefit of that covenant into which he was called 
all was now undone again. 
Here is, 1. The fins that brought this defolation. emt 
iff, Zedekiah the king, in whofe days it came, brought it, 
upon himfelf by his own folly. For he carried himfelf very ill 
both towards God, and towards the king of Babylon, 1. If h 
had but made God his friend, that would have prevented th 
Jeremiah brought him meflages from God, which, if he 
had given due regard to, it might have been a lengthening o 
his tranquillity ; but it is here charged upon him, that he bum- 7} 
bled not himfelf before Feremiah, ver. 12. It was expected s 
that this mighty prince, as big as he was, fhould humble him- 
felf before a poor prophet, when he /poke from the mouth of tha 
Lord, fhould fubmit to his admonitions, and be amended by 


| They that will 
not humble themfelves, God will find fome way or other to 
Jeremiah, as a prophet, was fet over the nations | 
and kingdoms, Jer. i. 10. And as mean a figure as he made, 
whoever would not humble themfelves before him, it was at 
their peril, 2. if he had been but true to his covenant with — 
the king of Babylon, that would have prevented his ruin; but | 
he rebelled againft him, though he had {worn to be his faithful ~~ 
tributary, and perfidioufly violated his engagements to him, — 
ver. 13. ‘Ibis was it that provoked the king of Babylon to 
deal fo feverely with him as he did. All nations looked upon ~~ 
an oath as.a facred thing, and thofe that durft break through — 
the obligations of it as the worft of men, abandoned of God, _ 
and to be abhorred by all mankind: if therefore Zedekiah 
falfify his oath, when, lo, he has given his hand, he Jeall not e- 
Scape, Ezek. xvi. 18: Though Nebuchadnezzar was a hea- 
then, an enemy, yet if having {worn to him, he be falfe to him, 
he fhall know there is a God to whom vengeance belongs. The 
thing that ruined Zedekiah was not only, that he turned not 
to the Lord God of Ifrael, but that he Sliffened his neck, and 
hardened bis heart from turning to him, t. e. he was obftinately 
refolved not to ‘return. to him, would not lay his neck under 
God’s yoke nor his heart under the impreffions of his word, 
and fo in effeét he would not be healed, he would not live. 
2dly, The great fin that brought deftruction was idolatry: ; 
the priefts and people went after the abominations of the heathen, 
forfook the puré worfhip of God for the lewd and filthy: rites 
of the Pagan fuperftition, and fo polluted the houfe of the Lord, 
ver. 14. The priefts, the chief of the priefts, that fhould have 
oppofed idolatry, were ring-leaders in it. That place is not — 
far from ruin, in which religion is already ruined. 
3dly, The great aggravation of their fin, in that which filled” 
the meafure of it, was.the abufe they gave to God’s prophets, iy) 
who were fent to call them to repentance, ver. ¥ 5916.3 wheres 
we dawe, #9" La itt & See ee ive 
‘(1.) God’s tender compaflion towards them, in fending — 
Becaufe he was the God of their fathers, 


an’ 


his ‘ 4 
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bis meffengers, to convince them of their fin, and warn them of 
the rum they would bring upon themfelves by it, rifing up be- 
times and fending ; which notes not only that he did it with 
the greateft care and concern imaginable, as men rife betimes 
to fet their fervants on work, when their heart is upon their 
bufinefs ; but that upon their firft deviation. from God to 
idols, if they took but one ftep that way, God_prefently 
fent to them by his meffengers to reprove them for it: he 
gave them early, timely notice both) of their duty and dan- 
ger. Let this quicken us to feek God early that he rifeth 
betimes to fend tous, The prophets that were fent rofe 
_betimes to fpeak to them, were diligent and faithful “in 
their office, loft no time, flipped: no. opportunity of dealing with 
them, and therefore God is faid to rife betimes. The more 
pains minifters take in their work,- the more. will: the people 
‘have to anfwer for, if it be all in vain. ; The reafon given, why 
God by his prophets did thus ftrive,with them, is, becaufe be 
had compaffion on his. people, and on bis dwelling place, and. 
‘would by thefe means have prevented their ruin. . Note, ‘The 
“methods God takes to reclaim finners by his word, by mini- 
fters, by confcience, by proyidences, are’all. inftances' of his’ 
_ compaflion towards them, and his unwillingnefs that an ys foould’ 
perifh.  . i 2 
(2.) Their bafe and difengenuous carriage towards God, ver. 
¥7. they mocked the meffengers of God, which was:a high’ affront 
_to him that fent them, defpifed his words in their mouths ; and 
not only fo, but mifufed the prophets, treated them as their e- 
“mnemies. The ill ufage they gave Jeremiah, who lived at this 
‘time, and which we read much of in the book of his prophecy, 
is an inftance of this. This was an evidence of an implacable 


enmity againft God, and an invincible refolution' to-go on in - 


their fins. This brought, wrath upon them without remedy ; 
for it was finning again{t the remedy. . Nothing is more pro 


voking:to God, than abufes given to his faithful minifters ; for ° 


what was done again{t them, he takes as done again{t himfelf, 
Saul, Saul, why perfecutef! thou-me ? Perfecution was the fir 
that brought upom ferafalem its final deftruction’by the Romans, 
See Math. xxiii. 34, 37- Thofe that. mock at God’s faithful 
-minifters, and do: all they can to render them: defpicable or o- 
-dious, that vex and mifufe them,.to difcourage them, and to keep 


others from hearkening to them, let them know’ that’ a wrong 


‘done to-an.ambaffador is conftrued as done to’ the prince that 


fends him:: and: the’ day. is: coming, when they will finduit bad | 


been better for them, they had. been thrown into the fea with 
a mill-ftone. about their necks ;. for hell is deeper and: more 
dreadful. 


2. The defolation itfelf, and fome few of the'particulars of - | 


it, which we had: more largely, 2. Kings: xxv. 

iffy, Multitudes were put to the fword, even inthe houfe of: 
their fanduary, ver. 17. whether they:fled for refuge,. hoping} 
the holinefs of the place would be their proteétion ; but how 
could’ they expeét to find it fo,. when they themfelves had pol- 


luted it with their abominations; ver. rq... Tihofe that caft off 


‘the dominion: of their religion, forfeit all the benefit and comfort’ 
it. The Chaldeans not only paid no-reverence to the: fanctua- 
ry, but fhewed no natural pity either to the tender fex, orto 
the venerable age. They forfook God, who had compaflion on 


them,.ver. 15. and would have none of him; juftly therefore. 


are they given up into the hands of cruel mens that had no com- 
paflion on: young man or maider. ° 

’ adly, All the remaining veffels of the temple; great and {mall, 
and all the treafures, facred-and fecular, the treafures of God’s: 


houfe, and the king and his princes, were feized,: and brought. 


to Babylon, ver.18. $e 
_ 3dly,'The temple was burnt, the walls of Jerufalem’demolith- 
ed, the houfes (called here the palaces, as Plal, xlyiii. 3. fo. 
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ftately, rich; and fumptuous were they) laid in aflyes, and all 


} the furnitures called here she goodly veffels thereof, deltroyed, 
ver. 19. 


Let us fee here what woful haveck fin makes ; and 
as we tender the comfort and continuance of our eftates, keep 
that worm from the root of them. 

4thly, The remainder of the people that efcaped the ford, 
were carried Captives to Babylon, ver. 29. impoverifhed, enfia- 
ved, infulted, and expofed to all the miferiesy not only of a 
ftrange and: barbarous Jand, but of an enemy’s land, where - 
thofe that hated them, bare rule over them. They were fer- 
vants to thofe monarchs, and, no doubt, were ruled with rigour 
as long as that monarchy lafted. Now they fat down by the ri- 
vers of Babylon, witlr the ftreams of which they mingled their 
tears, Pfal. cxxxvii.1. And though there it fhould feem they 
were cured of idolatry ; yet, as appears by the prophet Ezekiel, 
_they were not cured of mocking the prophets. 

sthly, The land lay defolate while they were-captives in Ba- 
bylon, ver. 21. That fruitful land, the glory of all lands, was 
now turned into a defart, not tilled nor hafbanded. ‘ The paf+- 
tures not clothed as they ufed to be, with flocks, nor the val-- 


Y leys with corn, buttit lay neglected. Now this may be cenfider- 


ed, (1.)! A’s the juft punifhment of their abufe of it. They had» 
ferved Baal with its, firft fivits, cun/ed therefore is the ground 
for their fakes. Now the land enjoyed her fabbaths, ver. 21. as 
Go had threatened by Mofes, Lev. xxvi. 34. and the reafon 
here given, ver. 35. is, becaufe it did not ref? on your fabbaths, - 
you profaned the fabbath-day, did not obferve the fabbatical 
year. ‘They many, a time ploughed and: fowed their land in 
the feventh year when it fhould have refted, and now itlay un- 
ploughed and unfownjfor ten times feven years. NoteyGod will » 
be no lofer in his glory at long-run by the difobedience of men s~ 
if tribute be not paid, he will diftrain and: recover it, as he = 
: fpeaks, Hof: it 9. If they: would’ nor le the land reft, God 
would make it reft whether they-would or no. Some think ~ 
they had negleéted the obfervance of feventy fabbatical years in ~ 
all, and juft fo many, by way of reprifal, the land now en- 
» joyed ; or, ifthofe neglected were fewer, it was fit the law fhould 
» be futisfied' with’ interelt, We fisd one of the’ quarrels God . 
: had! with them at this time,. was for not obferving another law, ». 
" which related to the feventh year, and. that was the releafe of, 
fervants, Jer. xxxiv. 13. &¥c. (2.) Yet we may. confider it as giz 
ving forne encouragement to their hopes, that they fhould in « 
due’ time return toit again. Had others come’ and taken pol- - 
) feflion: of it, they might have defpaired’ of ever recovering it; . 


, but while it lay defolate;. in. didy as it’ were, lie’ Waiting. for (© 


_ them again,.and refufe to acknowledge any other owners.*- 

22: € Now. inthe firt year of Cyrus’ king of 
Perfia (that tre word of the Lor'a, /poken by the - 
» mouth of Jeremiah, might'be accomplifhed ) the : 
 Lorp ftirred'up the-fpirit of Cyrus’ king of Per- - 
: fia, that he made. a proclamation throughout all . 
his kingdom, and pue it alfo’ in writing, faying, © 
. 23 Thus faith’ Gyrus’ king of Perfia,.AH the ° 
the kingdoms of the earth huth:the Lor God 
of heaven given me, and‘he hath charged me to » 
build }:im.an houfe in Jerufalem, which zs in Ju- - 
, dah: who is there among yowof allhis people? the 
“Lorn his God be with bim, and let him’ goup, 
Thefe:two aft verfes of this‘book ‘havea double'refpet. 
© y, They Jook back to'thé prophecy of Jeremiah, and'fhew-: 
| how that was‘accomplifhed; ver. 22. God-had by him ‘proniif-~ 


' ed the reftoring of the captives, and the rebuilding of Jerufalem » 
aba. 
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at the end of feventy years, and that time to favour Sion, that 
fet time came at laft. After a long and dark night, the day- 
fpring from on high vifited them. 
every word he has fpoken. 

2. They look forward to the hiftory of Ezra, which begins 
with the repetition of thefe two laft verfes. They are there the 
introduction to a pleafant ftory, here they are the conclufion of 
a very melancholy one ; and fo we learn from them, that though 
God’s church be caft down, it is rot caft off; though his peo- 


Ee 2a Ree ga a 


God will be found true to °} 


“TY, Wait for it. 


ple be corrected, yet they are not abandoned; though thro 
into the furnace, yet not loft there, norleft there any longer t 
till the drofs be feparated. Though God contend long, he will ~ | 
not contend always. The Ifrael of God fhall be fetched out 7 
of. Babylon in due time, and even the dry bones made to live. © 
It may be long firft ; but the vifion is for an appointed time, 
and at the end it fhall fpeak and not lie ; therefore though it ta 
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OF THE BOOK OF 


E 


The Jewith church puts on 


L, 


¥ 


what it had been formerly. 


og CPL ASP. ssh: 

In this chapter we have, 1. The proclamation which Cyrus 
king of Perfia, iffued out for the releafe of all the Fews 

~ that he found in Babylon, and the building of the temple in 
. Yerufalem, ver. 1,—4. 11. The return of many thereupon, 


ver. §,6, II. Orders given for the refloring of the veffels 


quite another face in this book, from what it had appeared with ; i 
ftate is much better, and more pleafant than it was of late in Babylon, and yet far inferior t 
The dry bones here live again, but in the form of a fervant ; the yoke 
of their captivity is taken off, but the marks of it in their galled necks remain. King 
no more of : The crown is fallen from their beads. Me 
_ in their re-eftablifhment ; but after a while, prophecy ceafeth among them, till the great Prophet _ 
appears, and his forerunner. The hiltory of this book is the accomplifhment of Jeremiah’s pro- 
_ phecy, concerning the return of the Jews out-of Babylon, at the end of feventy years, and a type © 
_of the accomplifhment of the prophecies of the Apocalypfe, concerning the deliverance of the 
pel church out of the New-Teftament Babylon. 
lution, and tranfmitted them to the church in this book. His name fignifies a helper; and 
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Kings we hear % 


Prophets they are bleffed with, to dire@t them — 


Ezra preferved the records of that great rev 


of the temple, ver. 711. And th 

day of their deliverance. 
N OW in the firf& year of 
LN fia, (that the word of the 
mouth of Jeremiah, might b 


is is the dawning @ 


Bs Fee 


ie : 


Chap. he 


_ pious regard to the. prophecy of Ifaiah, which had been publifh- 


Misa 
a« 


hye veriatting: Bathonie 4k Ag. 
. / Now here we are told, 


_- chadnezzar, that he opened not the houfe of his prifoners, Uf. xiv. 
a ys: “And if he had fhewed mercy to the poor Jews, Daniel 
told him, it would have been the engthening of his tranquillity, 

~ Dan. iv..27.. But the meafure of the fins of Babylon was at. 
length full, and then deftruétion was brought upen them by Da-. 

~ rius the Mede, and Cyrus the Perfian, which we read of, Dan. 


ved ‘up the fpirit of Cyrus. Note, the hearts of kings are. in the 


- power of thofe that hated them, had nothing they could call their 
- eriemies ridiculed them. And yet they had prophets among 


~ them, Ezekiel and Daniel; were kept diftinct from the heathen ; 
fome of them were preferred at court, others had comfortable | 


. for God, and for whom God would. do great things, If. xliv. 


Lorn ftirred up the fpitit of Cyrus king of Per- 
fia, that he made a proclamation throughout all 
his kingdom, and put rt alfo in writing, faying, 


2 Thus faith-Cyrus king of Perfia, the Lorp: 


God of heaven hath given’ me all the kingdoms 
of the earth, and he hath charged me to build 
him an houfe at Jerufalem, which 7s in Judah. 


_ 3.Whots there among you of all his poople? his 


God be with him, and let him go up to Jerufa- 


lem, which 7s in Judah, and build the houfe of, 


_the Lorp God of Ifrael (he is the God) which zs 
in Jerufalem. 4 And whofoever remaineth inany 
place where he fojourneth, let the men of his 
place help him with filver, and with gold, and 


‘with goods, and with beafts, befides the free= 
will-offering for the houfe of God that zsin Jeru-. 


falem.. 


- It will be proper for us here to contider, 
1. What was the ftate:of the captive Jews in Babylon. It 
was upon many accounts very deplorable: they were under the 


own; they had no temple, no altar. If they fung pfalms, their 


fettlements in the country ; and they were born up with hope, 
that in due time they fhould return to their own land again ; in 
‘expectation of which, they preferved among them the diftin@tion 
of their families, the knowledge of their religion, and an aver- 
fion to idolatry. . 
2. What was the flate of the government, under which they 
were. Nebuchadnezzar carried many of them into captivity, in 
the firft year of his reign, which was the fourth of Jehoiakim ; 
he reigned forty-five years, his fon Evil-Merodach twenty-three, 
and his grandfon Belfhazzar three years; which make up the 
feventy years. So Dr Lightfoot.. It is charged upon Nebu- 


v. Darius being old, left the government to Cyrus, and he was 
‘employed as the inftrument of the Jews deliverance, which he 


- gave otder for, as foon as.ever he was matter of the kingdom of ; 


Babylon, either in contradiction to Nebuchadnezzar, whofe fa- 


_mily he had cut off, and becaufe he took a pleafure in undoing - 
what he had done ; or in policy, to recommend his new-acquir-.. 


ed dominion, as merciful and gentle; or, as fome think, in a 


ed, aod well known above one hundred and fifty years before, 
svhere he was exprefsly named, as the man that fhould do this 


28. xlv. 1. &'c.; and which, perhaps, was fhewed him by thofe 
about him. His name (fome fay) ia the Perfian language, fig- 
nifies the fun, for he brought light and healing to the church of 
Gad, and was an eminent typeof Chrift. the fun of righteou/- 
nefs, Some fay. his name fignifies, a; father, and Chrift is the e- 
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1, Whence this proclamation took its rife : The Lord flir- 


Vox. IL. 
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hand of the Lord, and, like the rivulets of water, he turneth 
them which. way foever he will. It is faid.of Cyrus that he 
knew. not God, nor how to, ferve him; but God knew him, 
and how to ferve himfelf by him, Ifa. xlv. 4. God. governs > 
the world by his influence on the fpirits of men ;-and whatever 
good is done at any time, it is God that ftirs up. the fpirit to 
do-it, puts thoughts into the mind, gives to the underftanding 
to form a right judgment, and dire&ts the will which way he 
pleafeth. . Whatever good offices therefore are at any time 


done for the church of God, he muft have the glory of them. 


2dly, The reference it had to the prophecy: of Jeremiah, by 
whom God had not only promifed that they fhould return, 


-but-had_fixed the-time; which fet time to favour Zion was 


now come. Seventy years were determined, Jer. xxv. 12. 
xxix. 10. And he that kept the promife made concerning If- 


“rael’s deliverance out of Egypt to a day, Exod. xii. 41. doubt- 


lefs was as punétual to this. What Cyrus now did, was long 
fincé faid to be the confirming of the word of God’s fervants, — 
Ha. xliv. 26. Jeremiah, while he lived, was hated and defpi- 
fed: yet thus did Providence honour him long after, that a 
mighty monarch {hall act in purfuance of the word of the Lord 
by his mouth. ; 

3dly, The date of this proclamation : It was in his firft year; 
not the firft year of his reign over Perfia, the kingdom he was 
born to, but the firft year of his reign over Babylon, the king- 
dom he had conquered. Thofe are much honoured, whofe 


_ fpirits are ftirred up to. begin with God, and to ferve him in 


their firft years. : 

4thly, The publication of it, both by word of month, he 
caufed a voice to pafs throughout all his kingdom, like a jubtlee 
trumpet, (a joyful fabbatical year after many melancholy ones), 
proclaiming liberty to the captives; and in black and white 
too, he put it in writing, thatat might be the more fatisfa¢to- 
ry, and might be fent to thofe diftant provinces where the ten — 
tribes were {cattered in Affyria and Media; 2. Kings xvii. 6. 

sthly, The purport of this proclamation of liberty. 

(1.) The preamble fhews the caufes and confiderations him 


thereunto moving, ver. 2. It fhould feem his mind was en- — 
lightened with the knowledge of Jehovah ; for fo he calls him, 


the God.of Ifrael, as the only living and true God, the God of — 
heaven, who is the fovereign. Lord, and difpofer of all the king- 
doms of the earth: Of him he faith, yer. 3. He is the God, 
God alone; God above all. Though he had not known God 


_ by education, God made him fo far to know him now, as that 
_. he did this fervice with an eye to him. 


He profefleth that he 
doth it, [1.] In gratitude to God for the favours he had be-' 


_ {towed upon him: The God of heaven has given. me all the 


kingdoms of the earth. This founds a little vain glorious, for 


there were many kingdoms of the earth which he had nothing 


to do with ; but he means; that God had given him all that was’ _ 
given to Nebuchadnezzar, whofe dominion, Daniel faid, was 


to the end of the earth, Dan. iv..22. v. 19. Note,,God is the 


fountain of power; the kingdoms of the earth are at his dif- 
pofe. “Whatever fhare any have of them, they have it from 
him. And thofe whom God has intrufted with great power, 
and large poffeffions, fhould look upon themfelves as obliged 
thereby to do much for him. .‘[2.] In obedience to-God. 
He hath charged me to build him a houfe at Ferufalem ; proba- 
bly by a dream, or vilion of the night, confirmed by comparing 


' with it the prophecy of Ifaiah, where his doing it was “fore- 


told: Tfrael’s difobedience to: God’s charge, which they were 


often told of, ‘is aggravated by the obedience of this Heathen 
king. 


* N < . * 
(2.) He gives free leave to’ all the Jews that were in his 


- dominions to go up to Jerufalemy and ‘to build the temple of the 


Lord, there, ver. 3. His regard to God made him overlook, 


gt {u] The 


Bie 


[1.] The fecular intereft of his government. It had been his 
policy to keep fo great a number of ferviceable men in his do- 
minions, and feemed impolitic to Jet them go and take root a- 
gain in their own Jand; but. piety is the beft policy. [2.] 
. ‘The honour of the religion of his country. Why did he not 
order them to build a temple to the gods of Babylon or Per- 
fia? No, he believes the God of Hrael to be the God of hea- 
ven, and therefore obligeth his Iracl to worfhip him only: 
Let them walk in the name of the Isord their God. 
(3-) He fubjoins a brief for a colleétion to bear their char- 
- ges that were poor and not able to bear their own, ver. 4. 
Whofoever remaineth, becaufe he has not wherewithal to bear 
his charges to Jerufalem, let the men of his place help him, 
Some take it as an order to the king’s officers to fupply them 
oot of his revenue, as chap. vi. 8 But it may mean a war- 
rant to the captives, to afk and receive the alms, and charitable 
contributions of all the king’s loving fubjets. And we may 
fuppofe the Jews had carried themfelves fo well among their 
neighbours, that they would be as forward to accommodate 
them, becaufe they loved them, as the Egyptians were, becaufe 
they were weary of them. At leaft many would be kind-to 
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_ them, becaufe they faw the government would take it well. . 


Cyrus not only gave his good withes with them that went, 
their God be with them, vers 3. but took care alfo to furnifh 
‘them with fuch things as they needed. He took it for grant- 
éd, thofe among them that were of ability, would offer their 
free-will-offiring for the houfe of God, to promote the rebuild- 
ing of it. But, befides that, he would have them fupplied out 
of his kingdom. Well wilhers to the temple, Fee) be well- 
doers for it. 


§ & Then rofé up the chief of the fathers of 
tudes and Benjamin, and the priefts and the 


Levites, with all them whofe {pirit God had rai- | 
fed to go up, to build the houfe of the Lorn - 


_ which is in Jerufalém. 6 And all they that 
were about them, ftrengthened their hands with 


vefiels of filver, with gold, with goods, and with 


beafts, and with precious things, befides all shar 
was willingly offered. 7 4 Alfo Cyrus the 
king brought forth the veffels of the houfé of 
the Lorp, which Nebuchadnezzar had. brought 
forth out of Jerufalem, and had put them in the 
houfe of his gods. 8 Even thofe did Cyrus 
king of Perfia bring forth by the hand of Mith- 
redath the treafurer, and numbered them unto 
Shefhbazzar the prince of Judah. g And this 
is the number of them: thirty charges of gold, 
a thoufand charges of filver, nine- and twenty 
knives. 10 Thirty bafons of gold, filver bafons 
of afecond /oré four hundred and ten, and other 
veffels a thoufand. 11 All the velléls of gold 
and of filver, were five thoufand.and four hun- 
dred. All she/e did Shethbazzar bring up with 
them of the captivity, that were brought uP from 
Babylon unto Jerufalem. 

We are here told, 

‘1. How Cyrus’s proclamation fueceeded with others. 

ff, He having given Jeave to the Jews to go up to Jerafa- 


Jem, many of them went accordingly, v. 5. The leaders here- 
in were the chief of the fathers of Fudah and Benjamin, emir 


help them, they did fo, ver. 6, 
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nent and experienced men, from. whom it might jullly be exe 


pected, that as they were above their brethren in dignity, fo 
they thould go before them in duty. The priefts and Levites” 


were (as became them) with the firft that fet their faces again J 

If any good work is to be done, let minifters © 1} 
They that ‘accompanied them were fuch as God || 
had inclined to go up. The fame God that had raifed up the 


toward. Sion. 
lead in it. 


{pirit of Cyrus to proclaim this liberty, raifed up their {pirits 
to take the-benefit of it; for it was done, not by might, nor by 


power, but by the Spirit of the Lord of hofts, Zech. iv.6. The — 
temptation perhaps was {trong to fome of them to ftay in Ba- 
bylon; they had convenient fettlements there, had contracted — 


an acquaintance with the gird that was pleafing enough 
to them, and were ready to fay, /¢ és good to be heres the difz 
couragements of their return many and great, the journey long, 
their wives and children unfit for travel, their own land was to 
them a ftrange land, the toad to it an unknown road. Goup — 


to Jerufalem. What fhould they do there? It was all in ruins, — 


and in the midft of enemies, to whom they fhould be an eafy 


prey. Many were wrought upon, by thefe confiderations, to a 
{tay in Babylon, at leaft not to go with the firft. But there — 
were fome that broke through thefé difficulties, ventured to 


break the ice, and feared not the lion in the way, the lion in 
the ftreets ; and they were thofe whofe fpirits’ God’ raifed. 
He, by His Spirit and grace; filled then? with a generous awm- 


bition of liberty, a gracious affection to their own land, and a 


defire of thé free and public exercife of ‘their religion. Had 
God left then to themfelves, and to the counfels of Ath and — 
blood: they had {taidin Babylon; but he put if wto their hearts 
to fet their faces Sionward, and as ftrangers to afl the way 
thither, (Jer. 1. §.)5 for they being 2 new generation, went 
out like their father Abraham, from this land of the Chaldees, 
not knowing whither they went, Heb. xi. 8. 
ver good we do, it is owing purely to the grace of God, and — 
he raifeth up out fpirits to the doing of it; ‘works in ns ‘both to 
will and to do. ur fpirits naturally” incline to this earth, and 


tions, or good aétions, it is God that raifeth them. 


Note, Whate- le 


4 


to the things of it; if they move upwards in any good affec= 5 


H 


rd 
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The call and offer of the gofpel is like Cyrus’: s noite! Jets 


| tion, deliverance is preached to the captives, Luke iv. 18. Thofe 


that are bound under the unrighteous dominion. of fin, and — 


| boand over to the righteous judgment.of God, may be made 
| free by Jefus Chrift. Whoever will, by tepentance and faith, 

} return to God, his duty to God, his happinefs in God, Jefas 
| Chrift has opened the way for bitin and Jet him go up, out of” 
| the flavery of fin, into the glorious liberty of the children. of 


God. ‘The offer is general to all; Chrift makes it im purfu- 


ance of the grant which the Father has made him of all power 
Loth in heaven and in earth, a muct greater dominion than that — 


given to Cyv#us, ver. 2. and of the charge given him to bxild 


God a houfe, to fet him up a church in the world, a kingdom ee 
Many that hear this joyful found, chofe to fir — 


among men. 
fill in Babylon, are in love with their fins, and will not ven=. 
ture upon the difficulties of a holy life; but fome there are, 
that break through the difcouragements, and tefolve to build 
the houfe of God, to make heaven of their religion, whatever it — 


- coft them ; and they are thofe whofe /pirit God hath raifed, a- 
 bove the iicda and the flefh, and whom he has made willing ‘ 
| in the day of his power, Pfal. cx. 3. Thus ‘will the heavenly 


Canaan be replenifhed, though many perith in Babylon ; and 


_ the gofpel-offer will not be made in vain. 


2dly, Cyrus having given orders that their seiehbnd Ss ‘thonle 


suet mae 4 
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AM they that were about 
» them, furnifhed them with plate and goods, to beat 
| of their journey, and to help them in’ eg and ee 
; Both thete own houfes and God’s. 


“sie 


* into the church in due time. 


Chap. IL. 


made of the fpoils in Egypt, and the fint temple built by the 
labourers of the {trangers ; fo the fecond by the contributions 
of the Chaldeans; all intimating. the admiflion of the Gentiles 
God can, where he pleafes, in- 


eine the hearts of ftrangers to be kind to his people, and make 


thofe to {trengthen their hands, that have weakened them: 
The earth helped the woman. Befides what was willingly of- 
Seved by the Jews themfelves; who ftaid behind, from a prin. 


_ciple of love to God, and his houfe, much was offered, as one 


may fay, unwillingly, by the Babylonians, who were influenced 
to do it, by a divine power on their minds, which they them- 
felves could give no account of. 

_ 2. How this proclamation was Leconded by oan binstelf 
To give proof of the fincerity of his affection to the houfe of 
God, he nat ‘only releafed - people of God, but reftored 
the veffels of the temple, ver. 7, 8. Obferve here, (1.) How 
careful Providence was of the veffels of the temple, that they 
were not loft, melted down, or fo mixed with other veffels, 
that they could not be known, but that they were now all 


a forthcoming : fuch care God-has of the living weffels of mercy, 


if. 


ia captivity. 


- his own 
ger in Babylon; fo he looked upon himfelf, and that Jerufa- 
em was his home, though, as Jofephus faith, he was captain | 
of the life-guard to the ‘king of Babylon. 


ey; That many returned out of Babylon upon Cyrus's pase 3 
a. We bave here | 


veffels of honour, of whom it is faid, 2 Tim. ii..19, 20. The 
Lord knows them that are his, and they fhall none of them per- 
_(2.) That thongh they had been put into an idol’s tem- 
ple, and probably ufed in the fervice of idols, yet they were 


_ given back to be ufed for God. God will recover his own; 


and the fpoil of the {trong man armed, fhall be converted to 
the ufe of the conqueror. (3-) That Judah had a prince even 
‘Shefhbazzar, fuppofed to be the fame with Ze- 
rubbabel, is here called prince of JFudab 5 the Chaldeans called 
him She/bbazzar, which fignities joy in tribulation ; but among 

nae he went by the name of Zerubbabel; a ftran- 


the affairs of the Jews,,and had fome authority over them, pro- 
bably fince the death of Jehoiachin or Jeconiah, who made 
him his heir, he being of the houfe of David. (4.) That to 
him the facred veffels were numbered out, ver. 8. And he 


“took care for their fafe conveyance to Jerufalem, ver. rt. It 


would encourage them to build the temple, that they had fo 


- ouch rich furniture ready to put in it when it was built. , 
“Though God’s ordinances, like the veffels of the fanctuary, 


may be corrupted and profaned by the New Teftament Baby- 
jon, they fhall in due time be reftored to their primitive ufe 


and intention; for not one jot or title of divine inftitution fhall | 


fall to the ground. 
-¢ H A P. II. 


tion, we were told in the foregoing chapter. 
| acatalogue of the feveral families that returned, ver. 1. 


1. The leaders, ver. 2. 11. The people, ver. 3,—35. III. | 
at ri, efits, Levites, and retainers to the temple, ver. 36, 
IV. The fum total, unth an account of their retie | 
MUty Ver. 64,67. V. Their. herings to the fervice of | 


_ the vemple, ver. 68,—70. 


JOW thefe are the ehilligen of the province | 
; that went up out of the captivity, of thofe | 


which had been carried away, whom Nebu- 


chadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried a-_ 


way unto Babylon, and came again unto Jeru- 
falem and Judah, everyone unto his city; 2 
bites came with Zama brie! etsy: Nehe- 
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Ve. took care of | 
“hundred twenty and three. 
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miah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilfhan, 
Mizpar, Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah. The num- 
ber of the men of the people of Ifrael. 3 The 
children of Parofh, two thoufand an hundred 
feventy and two. 4 The children of Shepha- 
tiah, three hundred and feventy and two. 5 
The children of Ara, feven hundred feventy 
and fives 6 The Children of Pahath-moab, of 
the children of Jefhua and Joab, two thoufand 
eight hundred and twelve. 7 The children of 
Elam, a thoufand two hundred fifty and four. 
8 The children of Zattu, nine hundred forty 
and five. g The children of Zaccai, feven 
hundred and threefcore. 10 The children of 
Bani, fix hundred forty and two. 11 The chil- 
dren of Bebai, fix hundred twenty and three, 
12 The children of Azgad, a thoufand two hun- 
dred twenty and two. 13 The‘children of A- 
donikam, fix hundred fixty and fix. 14 The 
children of Bigvai, two thoufand fifty and fix. 
15 The children of Adin, four hundred fifty 
and four. 16 The children of Ater of Heze- 
kiah, ninety and eight. 17 The children of 
Bezai, three hundred twenty and three. 18The 
children of Jorah, an hundred and twelve. 1g . 
The children of Hafham, two hundred twenty 
and three. 20 The.children of Gibbar, ninety 
and five. 21 The children-of Beth- Ichem, an 
22 The men of 
Netophah, fifty and fix. 23 The men of Ana- 
thoth, an hundred twenty and eight. 24 The 
children of Azmaveth, forty and two. 25 The 
children of Kirjath-arim, Chephirah and Bee- 
roth, feven hundred and forty and three. 26° 
"The children of Ramah and Gaba, fix hundred 
twenty and one. 27 lhe men of Michmas, an 
hundred twenty and two. 28 The men of 
Beth-el and Ai, two hundred twenty and three. 
29 The children of Nebo, fifty and two. 30 
The children of Magbifh; an hundred fifty and 
fix. 31 The children of the other Elam, a thou- - 
fand two hundred fifty and four. 32 The chil- 
dren of Harim, three hundred and twenty. 33 
The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, feven 
hundred twenty and five. 24 The children of 
Jericho, three hundred forty and five. 35 The 
children of Senaah, three thoufand and fix hun- — 
dred and thirty. 


We may obibte here, — 

x. That an account was kept in writing -of the families ‘that 
came up out of captivity, and) the numbers of each family; (1.) 
For their honour, as part of their recompenfe for their faith 
and courage, their confidence in God, and their! affection | to 
their own Jand, and to flir up others to imitate their good ex- _ 
ample. Phofe that honour God, he will thus honour. The 

512 names 
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names of all thofe ifraclites indeed, that accept the offer of 
deliverance by Chrift, fhall be found to their honour in a more 
facred record than this, even in he Lamb’s book of life. (2.) 
For the benefit of pofterity, that they might know from whom 
they defcended, and to whom they were allied. : 

2. That they are called children of the province. .Judah,- 
that had been an illuftrious kingdom, to which other kingdoms 
had been made provinces fubject to it, and dependent on it, 
‘now was itfelf made a province, to receive laws and commif- 
_fions from the king of Perfia, and to be accountable to him. 
See bow fin diminifheth and debafeth a nation, which. righte- 
oufnefs would exalt. But by thus being made fervants, as the 
patriarchs being fojourners 4 in their own country, which was 
theirs by promife, they were minded of the better country, that 
23-the heavenly, Heb. xi. 14. a kingdom which cannot be moved, 
or changed into a province. 

3: That they are faid to come’ every one to bis city, i.e. the 
city appointed them, in which appointment an eye, no doubt, 
was had to their former fettlement by Jofhua, and to that_as 
near as might be they returned ; for it doth not. appear that 
any others, at leaft none that were able to oppofe ee had 

poficfled them in their abfence. 

4. That the leadersare firft mentioned, ver. 2. meas 
bel and Jofhua were their Mofes and Aaron, the former their 
chief prince, t the latter their chief prieft. Nehemiah and Mor- 
decai are mentioned here ; fome think not the fame with the 
famous men we afterwards meet with of thofe names: probably 
they were the fame; but afterwards returned to court for the 
one of their country. 

. Some of thefe feveral families are here named from the 
pertck that were their anceftors, others from the places in 


which they had formerly refided ; as with us, many furnames : 


are the proper names of perfons, others of places« 
6. Some Tittle difference there is between the taiheks of 
e fome of the families here, and in Neh. vii. where this catalogue: 
1s repeated, which might arife from this, that-fome, who had 
-given in their names at firft to come, afterwards drew back, 
- faid, L go, Sir, but went not, which would leffen the punibe: 
of the families they belonged to; others that declined at firft, 
afterwards repented and went, and fo increafed the number. 
7+ Here are.two families that are called the children of 
“Elam, one, ver. 7. another, ver. gi. and, which is ftrange, the 
number of both 1 is the fame, one thoufand two hundred fifty- 
four. 
8. The children of Adonikam, which fignifies a high lord, 
were fix hundred fixty-fix, juft the number of the beaft, Rev. 
"xiii. 18. which is there faid to be the number of a man, which 
> Mr Hugh Broughton thinks has reference to this man. 
. The children of Bethlehem, (ver. 21.) were but one 
hhunered and twenty-three, though it was David’s city; for 


Bethlehem was little among the thoufands of Fudah, yet there 


mutt the Mefliah arife, Mic. v. 2. 


10, Anathoth had been a famous place in the tribe of Ben- — 


‘jamin, and yet here it numbered but one hundred twenty-eight, 
ver 23. which is to be imputed to the divine curfe, which the 


men of Anathoth brought upon themfelyes, by perfecuting Je- 


remiah, who was of their city, Jer. xi. 21, 23. there hall be 

no remnant of them, for I will bring evil upon the men of Ana- 

thoth. And fee a..x. 3¢. O poor Anathoth ; bdr Boe 
. Tuin ona people fooner than perfecution. 


36 | The priefts : the children of Jédaian, 
of the houfe. of Jefhua, nine hundred feventy 
_ and three. 37 ‘The children of Immer, a thou- 

“fand fifty and two, 38 The children of Pafhur, 


_dren of Afaph, an hundred twenty and eigh 


. dren of Hatita the children: Ok: & 


“kub. - 


- the children of Nekoda, ‘the children of Gaz 


ferries: ci sen fete were t 


a thoufand two undid forty and feven. 
The children of Harim, a thoufand and fev: 
teen. 40 9. The Levites:! the children of Je- 


fhua, and Kadmiel, of the children of Hodayia 
feventy and four. 41 The fingers: the ch 


42 J The children of the porters: the ‘children 
of Shallum, the children of Ater, the child 
of Falmon, the children of’ Akkub, the c 
Shobai, i, all, 
an hundred thirty and nirie.’ 43 4 The Nethi. 
nims: the children of Zila, the children of H 
fhupha, the children of Tabbaoth, 44 T 
dren of Keros, the children ‘of ae the 
dren of Padon; 45 Uhe childrens of L 
the children of Hagabah, ‘the children < 
46 The children of Hagab, the children 
of Shalai, the children of Hanan, oe 


chile of Reach 48 The chilean Of Rezn, 
zam, 49 The children of Uzza, the. children 
of. Pafcah, the children of Befai. 50 The chil. 
dren of ‘Afna, the ‘children of Mehunim, | 
children of. Nephufim. - SSE He; ‘children: of 
Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha, ‘the child 
of Harhur. 52 The children of Bazluth, tlie 
children of Mehida, the children. of arth 
The children: of-Barkos, the children: of: ig 
the children of Thamah, “ka The child “e 
Neziah, the children “of Hatipha. . 55. 
children of Solomon’s fervants: the childre: 1 ot 
Sotai, the children of Sophereth, the children of 
Peruda, 56 The children of Jaalah, the children 
of Darkon, the children of Giddel, 57 The 
children of Shephatiah, the children on Hattil, 
the children of Pochereth of Zebaim, the 
dren of Ami. 58-All the Nethinims, ar 
children of Solomon’s fervants, were 
hundred ninety and two. 59 And thele were 
pe te went ge ie Tel- melah, - el- har 


whether he were of ei 60 T 8 chi dr 


| of Delaiah, the children of Tobial, the child ra a 


of Nekoda, fix hundred fifty an 
And of the children of the priefts: the chil 
of Habaiah, the children ‘of Koz, the child 
of Barzillai:: (which took a wife 
ters of Barzillai the Gileadi 
after their'name) :.62.'T. 
gifter among thofe that’y 


NS : 
Chap. Il. , 
63 And the Tirfhatla faid unto them, that 


Dthey fhould »not-eat of the moft holy things, till 
“there ftodd‘up a prieft with Urim and with 


‘ 


Thamminy. - 

Herd is, 2 An “account 
* they were a confiderable number; about‘a tenth part of the 
whole company: for the whole were forty-two thoufand and 


‘odd, ver. 64.,and four families of priefts made up: forty-two 


~ knodred, and. odd, wer. 355-39: thus was the tenth God’ 

- part a bleffed decimation. * Three of the fathers of the priefts 
here’ named ‘were heads bof courfes, 1. Chron. XIV. 7) Oo T4e- 
“4 °Yhe fourtheis Pafhur,veri'38. If ithefe were of the’ polterity 


~ of that. Pathur that .abuled: Jeremiah Jer. xxi it: is ftrange that _ 


fo all a man fliould have fo good a feed, and fo numerous. 
= 9. OF the “Levitess and..1 cannot ,but admire at the {mall 
‘numberof them, for taking 
wer. 40) 41, 42. they did not ‘make: three hundred and. fifty. 
_SPime was, when the Levites wereimore forward to their duty 
~ “than the-prieftsy 2. Chron xxix. 34. but they were not fo now 
'* Tf one place, one family, has, the reputation for pious zeal now 
“another may have it another time. The wind blows where i 
. > Tiffeth, and shifts its point. Qed BEEN Seine Gi de 
=) 3 O£ the Nethinims, who itis fappofed were the’ Gibeon- 
-~ 4tes, given: (fo their name. fignifies’) by. Joshua firft,- Joth rx. 
- 29. and again by David, Ezra-viil. 20. when Saul had expel- 
» ded them, to be employed by the Levites.in the work of God’s 
““vhoufe, as hewers of wood, and drawers’ of water ; and with 
“them of the ‘children “of Solomon's ‘fervants, ‘whom he gave 
forthe like ufe, (whether they | were Jews or Gentiles doth 
‘not appear,) and who are here taken notice of among the re- 
‘tainers to the temple, vand numbered with the Nethinims, ver. 
56, 58. Note, It is. an-honour to belong to God’s houfe, 
- “though in the meaneft office there. <a 
Rt OS. OF fome that were- looked upon as Ifrdelites- by birth, 
- and others as priefts, 
to the honours: -; 5. wettetiok 2a ft Va j Ge 
_- aft, There were fome that could not prove themfelves. If- 
“yaelites, ver. 59,60, A confiderable number, who prefumed 
‘they were of the feed of Jacob, but could not produce their 
_- pedigrees, and yet would go up. to Jerufalem, having an affec- 
*-~ “tion to the houfe and people of Gods thefe fhamed thofe that 
“were true-bora Lfraclites, and yet not to be called Iffaelites in- 


“deed; came out of the waters of Fudab, Va. xlviit. 1. ‘but had © 


-. “Yoft the relifh of thofe waters. . 
“2 adly, There : 
“priefts, and yet were fuppofed to be of the feed of Aaron. 
~ What is not preferved in black and white, will in all Jikeli- 
_. ‘hood be forgotten in, a little time: 
Ee) How they loft their evidence. 


} ; 


_. ‘would hhave his ‘children’ called ‘after Barzillar’s family 5 and») 
‘their’ pedigree preferved tn the regifters of that houfe, not. of. 


\. “the honle of ‘Aaron sand fo they loft it. Yn Babylon, ‘there 
Macs «Wag nothing to 'be got bythe priellheod, and therefore they ca- 
» sed not for béing a-kin.to it... Thole who hink their miniftry, 
é ‘6p their relation’ ‘to Hiinitters,” on ara 
Yel hema forget whld it was: chat id, 
What thay Zo? with ine) Te 


is 


te ees Head | 

|» tybuldegladly be Id0dk20: upon as 

ie + theit birthright,’for the honour 0 
a et a 


= re a 


wnt 


SORE ZR a 


Eteeg sexs fequeftration, 
of thé priefts that returned, and - 


in both the fingers and the porters — 


and yet:could, not. make out a clear “title 


were’ others that could not prove themfelves: | 


Now we are here told, — 
‘One’ of their anceftors | 
a “matried a‘daughter.of Barzillai.; that great ‘man whom we read 4 
J) “ofin David’s time, was proud of an-alliance to that honourable . 
> HMfamily, and, preferring that before the dignity of his priefthood,. 


‘a. dimintition’ or difparagement 
4h SAAT sagt) my efes C22) 
: fhould ‘not be: tiken’for- granted, 
«Grek hed ald nce prbdue Whelt proof, "bik wey ete, «| 
i, olluted,: ‘put fram the priefhood. ‘Now the priefts had/recovet- | 
; ; “altar: ‘to live upon again, they © 
“ ptieft?? “But they ‘had fold | 

being ‘gentlemen, and’ there 


> 
805 
fore were julily degraded, and forbidden to eat of the moft holy 
things. Note, Chrift will be afhamed of thofe that are afham- 
ed of him and his fervice. at : 

Tt was the Tirfhatha or governor that put them under this 
which fome underftand of Zerubbabel, the pre- 
fent governor, others of Nehemiah} who is fo called Neh. viii. 
9. x. 1; and gave this~ order when he came fonte years after. 
But the prohibition was not abfalute, it was only a fufpenfion, 
till there fhould be a high prieft wich Urim and Thummim, by 
whom they might know God’s mind in this matter. This it 
feems, was éxpected and defired, but it doth not appear that e- 
ver they were bleffed with it under the fecond temple.  “Phey- 
had the canon of the Old Teltament complete, which was bet 
ter than Urim; and by the want of that oracle, we are: 
taught to expedt the Mefliah the great oracle, which the U- 
rim and’Lhummim was but a type of. Nor doth it appear 
that the fécond temple had the ark in it, either the old one or 
d new oné; thofe fhadows by degrees vanifhed, as the fab- 
fkance approached; and. God, who, by the prophet, intimates ; 
to his people; that they fhould fftain no damage by the want- 
of the’ark, Jer. tii, 16. — Zn ¢ho/e days, when they fhall call Fe-- 
rufalem the ihrone of the Lord, atid all the nations fhall be ga-~ 
thered. to it, they fhall fay no more the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord, neither fhallit come ta mind, for-they thal] do well enough 
without-it. 3 

64 & The whole congregation together, was 
forty and two tho ufand three hundred andthree- 
{coré; 65 Befides their. fervants and their maids,. 
of whom thers were leven thoufand three hun- 
dred thirty and feven: and there were among 
them two hundred finging men and finging wo- 
men. 66 Their chorfes were feven hundred. 
| thirty and fix 3 their mules, two hundred forty 
and five: 67 Their camels, four hundred thirty 
and five: their affes, fix thoufand feven hun- 
dred and twenty. 68 4 And fone of the chiet . 
of the fathers, when they came to the houfe of 
the Lorp-which~is-at Jerufalem; offered freely . 
for the houfe of God, to fet it up in his place: 
‘69 They gave after their ability unto the trea-» 
fare of the work, threefcore and one thoufand 
drams of gold, and five thoviand pound of fil- 
ver, and one hundred priefts garments. 70 $0, 
the priefts and the Levites, and fome of the peo- 
ple, and’ the fingers, and the porters, and ‘Bhe:* 
Nethinims, dwelt in their-cities, and_all rael in: - 
their cities: re : 

Here is, 1.. The fum total of the company that returned ~ 
pow out of Babylon. ‘The particular fams, before-mentioned, 
athount not quite to thirty thoufand, (twenty nine thonfand 
‘eight hundred and eighteen); fo that there were aboye twelve 
thoufand that come not into any of thofe accounts, who, it is 
probable, were of the reft of the tribes of Ifrael, befides Judah 
and Benjamin, that could not tell of what particular family ox 
‘city they Wwefe, but that they were Ifraelites, and’ of what tribe. - 
Now, (1: Thisswas more than double, the number that were © 
‘edrtied Captive fito Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, fo that, as 
‘in Egypt, the time of their affiGion was the time of their in- 
Gieafe. (2. "Thee wete but few to begin 4 nation with ; and 
yet, by virtue “of the. old promife imade to their fathers, they 
multiplied, fo as, before their laft deftrugtion by the Romans, 

’ sag abont 


1 


$o5 eh d 
about five hundred years after, to be a very populous country, 
When God faith, increafe and multiply, a diitle one fhall become 
a thoufand. 

2. Their retinue. They were themfelves little better than 
fervants, and therefore no wonder their fervants were compa- 
ratively but few, ver. 65. and their beafts. of burden. about as 
many, ver. 66,67. It was not with them now as in days 
pait. 
‘men they had among them, who we will fuppofe intended as 
thofe, 2 Chron, xxxv. 25. to excite their mouraing; for it 
was foretold they fhould upon this occafion go weeping, Jer. 1. 
4+ with ditties of lamentauion ae 

3. Their oblations. It is faid, ver. 68, 69. (1.) That 
they came to the houfe of the Lord at Ferufalem, and yet that 
houfe, that ‘hely and beautiful houfe, was now io ruin, a heap 
of rubbifh ; but, like their father Abraham, when the altar was 
gone, they came with deyotion to the place of the altar, Gen. 
Xi. 4. and it is the chara@er of the genuine fons of Zion, 
that they favour even ¢he duff thereof, Pfal. cil. 14. (2.) That 
they offered freely towards the /etting of it up in its place. Vhat, 
it feems, was the firft houfe they talked of fetting up, and_ 
though they came off a journey, and were beginning the world, 
two chargeable things, yet they offered, and offered. freely, tO- 
wards the building of the temple. Let none complain of the 
neceflary expences of their religion, but believe, that when they 
come to balance the account, they will find it quit coft. Their 


offering was nothing, in comparifon with the offerings of the | 
“the princes in David’s time; then they offered by talents, 1 | 


Chron, xxix. 7. now by drams ; yet thefe drams being after 


their ability, were ‘as acceptable to God as thofe talents, like | 


the widow's two mites. The fixty-one thoufand drams of 


-gold amounts, by Cumberland’s calculation, to fo many pounds | 


of our money, and fo many groats. Every maneh, or pound 


of filver, he reckons to be fixty fhekels, viz. thirty ounces, — 
which we may reckon feven pound ten fhillings of our money, . 


~ fo that this five thoufand pound of filver will be above thirty- 
feyen thoufand of our. money. It feems God had bleffed them 
with the increafe of their wealth, as well as of their numbers - 
in Babylon, and as God had profpered them, they gave chear- 
fully to the fervice of his hou 
Citiesy Ver, 90. Thongh their cities were out of repair, yet be- 
caufe they were their cities, fuch as God had afigned them, — 
they were content to dwell in them, and were thankful for li- . 
berty and property, though they had little of pomp, plenty, or 
power. Their poverty was a bad caufe, but their unity and 
unanunity, was a good effed of it. Here was room enough 
_ dor them all, and all their fub(tance, fo that there was no f{trife 
among them, but perfect harmony, a bleffed prefage of their _ 
fettlement, as their difcords in the latter times of that {tate 


“were of their ruin. 


| 'OUrAP. poe 
In the clofe of the foregoing chapter, we deft Urael in their | 


cities, but we may well imagine what an ill pofture their | 


-ofairs were in, the ground untilled, the cities in ruins, all 

out-of orders but bere we have an eccount of the early 

care they took about the re-effablifhment of religion among 

them. Thus did they lay the foundation well, and begin 

their work at the right end. 1. They fet up an altar, and 

_ fered facrificer upon rity kept the feaps, and contributed 

towards the rebuilding the temple, ver, Ege Il, They 

laid the foundation of the temple, with a mixture of jay 

| and forrow, ver, 8,-1.3. TAty was the.day-of {mall things, | 
which was not to be defpifed, Zech. iy. » wate 


Ceo 


But notice is taken of two hundred finging men and woe | 


fe. (3.) That they dwelt in their - 


Chap. I 


R 

_ ND when the feventh month was come 
. a and the children of. Hrael were in the ¢ 
ties, the people gathered themfelyes together 
one man to Jerufalem. 2 Then ftood up Jefhu 
the fon of Jozadak, and his brethren the prieft 
and’ Zerubbabel the fon of Shealtiel, and h 
brethren and builded the altar of the God 
litael, to offer burnt-offerings thereon, as it is 
written in the law of Mofes the man of God. 
3 And they fet the altar upon his bafes, (for 
fear was upon them, becaule of the people of 
thofe countries), and they offered’ burnt-offer- 
ings thereon unto the Lorp, even burnt-ofter- 
ings, morning and evening, 4 They kept alfo 
the feaft of tabernacles,. asizt is. written, and 
of: red the daily burnt-offerings by number, ac- 
cording to the cuftom, as the duty of every day 
required ; 5 And afterward offered the ‘conti: 
nual burnt-offering, both of the new-moons, and 
of all the fet feaits of the Lorp, that were con- 
fecrated, and of every one that willingly offered 
a free-will offering unto the Lorp. 6 From © 
the firft day of the feventh month began the: 
to offer burnt-oflerings unto the Lorp: but the 
foundation of the temple of the. Lorp was not’ 
yet laid. 4 They gave money alfo unto the ma- 
fons, and to the carpenters ; and meat, and 
drink, and oil, unto them of Zidon, and to them 
of Tyre, to bring. cedar-trees from Lebanon to 
the fea of Joppa: according to the grant that 

they had of Cyrus king of Perfia. ae 
Hete is, 1. A general aflembly of the returned Traclites at 
Jerufalem, in the feventh month, ver. 1. We may fuppofe they Z| 
_came from Babylon in the fpring, and mult allow at lealt four | 
months for the journey ; for fo long Ezra and his company — 
were in coming, Ezra vii.g.; the feventh month therefore foon 
came, in which many of the fea(ts of the Lord were to be fo- 
lemnized, and then they gathered themfel ae 
ment among themfelve 
_ tity, to Jerafalem. 


Wie 


a 


| 


7 


which might have . 
excufed. them from attending on God’s altar, till the hurty 
y put off their coming to th 


to att 
bel 


Chap. IL. 


‘ix. 11, 18, 23. fuppofeth this altar was erected there, to be 
_ufed while the temple was'in building. Let us learn hence, 
“(1i.) To degin aith God. The more difficult and necefiitous 

our caléis, the more converned we are to take him along with 

us in all our ways. If we expeét.to be direéted by his oracles, 
let him be honoured by our ‘offerings: « (2.) To do what 
we caw in the worthip of God, when we cannot do what we 


would. They could not prefently have a temple, bat they— 


* would not be without an altar. Abraham, wherever he came, 
built aw altar; aid wherever we come, though we may perhaps 
» waat the benefit of the candleftick of preaching, and the fhew- 


_ bread of the Eucharift y yet if wé bring not the facrifices of 
_ prayer and praife, we are wanting in our duty 5 for we have an | 


altar that fandtifies the gift ever ready.” 
- Obferve the’ reafon here given why they haftened to fet up 
the altar, Fear was upon them, becdufe of the people of the land. 
- They were in the mid{t of enemies that bore il-will-to them 


and their religion, for whom they were an unequal match. 


_ correfpondence with him. ‘This good wfe we fhould make of 


4 


And, (#.) Though they were fo, yet they built the altar ; fo 
fome read it » they would not’be frighted from their religion 


by the oppofition. they were’ like to-meét with in it. Never | : 
| which they had from Cyrus. 


_ Yewthe fear of man/bring us into this {nare. (2) Becaufe they 
_ were fo, therefore they fet up the altar: Apprehenfion of dan- 
_-ger fhould {tir us up to our duty. Have we many enemies! 

Then it is good to have God our friend, and to-keep up our 


- our fears, we fhould be driven by them to our knees. Even 


Saul would think himfelf tndone, if the enemy fhould come 


_ upon: him, before 
bal. ng. 


he had made his fupplication to God; rt Sari 


3. The factifices they offered upon the altar. The altar was 


_ reared to be ufed, and they ufed it accordingly. Let not thofe 


that have an altar {tarve it. ~ 


. tf, They began on the fir day of the feventh month, ver. 6. 
It doth not appear they had any fite from heaven to begin with, 


as Mofes and. Solomon had, but conittion fire ferved them as 


- it did the patriarchs. 


2dly, Having begun they kept up the continual burni-offering, 


| ver. 5. morning and evening, vers 3. They had known by fad 
~ experience, what it was to want the comfort of the daily facri~ 
- fice, to plead in their daily prayers and how it was revived, 


a 
z 


~ the Lamb of God, whofe righteoufhefs muft be our confidence 


ys 


A, 


 feafonable. 


they refolved not to les it fall again. The daily lamb typified 


iw all our prayers. — ; : : 

 _ 3dly, They obferved all the /et feafs of the Lord, and of- 
- fered the facrifice appointed for each, and particularly ihe Seaft 
. of tabernacles, ver. 4, 5. Now they had received fuch. great 
mercy from God, that joyful feaft was in a fpecial manner 
And now they were beginning to fettlein their ci- 


+ ties, it might do well to remember their fathers dwelling in tents 


drew on. Of the fervices of this feaft, which continued feven - 


in the wildernefs. That feaft alfo, which had a peculiar re- 
ference to gofpel-times, (as appears Zech. xiv. 18.) was 
brought in a fpecial manner into reputation, now thefe times 


- days, and had peculiar facrifices appointed, it is faid, they did 


as the duty of every day required. See Numb. XE I 3s 175 


&c. The word, or matter of the day in its day. So. it is in ~ 


the original, Verbura diet indie fua. Ac phrafe that has be- 
come proverbial with thofe that have ufed themfelves to 
- feripture-language ;. and if the fealt of tabernacles was a figure 


‘ of gofpel converfation, in refpect of continual weanednefs from 


s 


the world and joy in God, we may infer, that. it concerns us 


all to do the word of the day in its day, according as. the duty 
of the day requires, \. ¢. (3-) We mult improve time, by find= 


ing fome bufinefs to do every day, that wi 
count. (2.) We muft improve opportunity, by accormmoda- 


T 


a ee 
) 
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— 


Tturn to a goodiac- } | 
' heard afar off, 
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ting ourfelves to that which is the proper bufinefs of the pre- 
fent day. Every thing is beautiful in its feafon, The tenth 
day of this month was the day of atonement, a folemm day, 
and very feafonable now. It is very probable they obferved it, 
yet it is not mentioned, nor indeed, in all the Old Teftament, 
do I remember the leaft mention of the obfervance of that 
day; as if it were enough that we have the law of it, Lev. 
xvi. and the gofpel of it, which was the chief intention of it, 
in the New T’eftament. 

athly, They offered every man’s free-will offering, ver. 5. 
The law required much, but they brought more ;. for though 
they had little wealth to fupport the expence of their facrifices, 
they had much zeal; and we may {fuppofe, fpared at their own 
tables, that they might plentifully fupply God’s altar. Happy 
they, that bring with them out of the furnace of affli@tion’ fuch 
a holy heat as this. 

4. The preparation they made for the building of the temple, 


| ver. 7. -This they applied themfelves immediately to.; for 


while we do what we can, we muft {till be aiming to do more! 


| and better. Tyre and Zidon mult now, as of old furn#h thenr 


with worknten, and Lebanon with timber, orders for both 
What God calls us to, we may» 
dépend upon his providence to furnifh us with. 

8 ¢ Now in the fecond year of their coming 
unto the houfe of God at Jerufalem, in the fe- 
cond month, began Zerubbabel the fon of Sheal- 


tiel, and Jefhua the fon of Jozadak, and the — 


remnant of their brethren the priefts and the 
Levites, and all they that were come out of the 


captivity unto Jerufalem; and appointed the: — 


Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to- 


‘fet forward the work of the houfe of the. Lorp.. 


g Then ftood Jefhua with his fons, and his bre- 


- thren, Kadmiei and his fons, the fons of Judah. 


together, to fet forward the workmen in the 
houfe of God: the fons of Henadad, with their 
fons and their brethren the Levites, 1o And- 
when the builders laid. the foundation of the 
temple of the Loxp, they fet the priefts. in-their~ 
apparel with their trumpets, and: the Levites. 


the fons of Afaph, with cymbals to. praife the 
Lorn, after the ordinance of David king of If 
11 And they fung together by courfe, ins — 
| praifing and giving thanks unto the Lorn; be: 


rael. 


caufe be is good, for his mercy endureth- for e-. 
ver towards Ifrael.. And all the people fhouted : 
with a great fhout, when they praifed the Loro, . 


- becaufe the foundation of the houfe of the Lorp. 
was: laid. 
| vites, and chief ofthe fathers, who were ancient 


12 But many of the priefts and Le-- 


men, that had feen the firft houfe, when the» 
foundation of this houfe was. laid before their - 
eyes, wept with aloud voice, and many fhouted: 
aloud for joy: 13.So that.the people could not. 


- difcern the noife of the fhout of. joy, from the- 
- noife of the weeping of the people: for the peo-. 


ple fhouted witha loud fhout, and the noife was:. 


Theres 


Wo; 


» 


¥ 


Be burden of Pfal. xxxvi. 


it be, yet God is  pobdd to Dfrael, Pfal. Ixxiii. 


Bo8 E 

‘Thete was no difpute among ‘the returned’ Jews, whether 
vi ey fhould build the temple or no; that was immediately re+ 

folved on, and that it fhould be done with. all {fpeed. What 
sii Afort could they take in their owa land, if they had not that 
token of God’s prefence with them, and the: record of his 
name_among them. We have here therefore an account. of 
the beginning of that good work. Obferve, 

1 When it was begun, in the fecond day of the fecond 
nionth, as foon as ever the feafon of the year would permit, 


(ver. 8. ) and when they had ended the folemnities of the paff- 


over. They took little more than ‘half.a year for making pre- 


-paration of the ground and materials; fo much were their hearts 


npon it. Note, When any good werk is to be done, it will be 
our wifdom to fet about it quickly, and not to lofe time ; 
though we forefee difficulty and oppofition in it. Thus we en- 
gage ourfelves to it, and engage God for us. Well begun, we 
fay, is half ended. 

2. Who began it; Zerubabbel, and Jofhua, and their brethren. 


Then the work of God i likely to goon well, when magi- — 


ftrates, minifters, and people, are hearty for it, and agree in 
their places to promote it. It was God that, gave them one 
heart for this fervice, and it boded well. 

3. Who were employed to further it : 
Levites to fet forward the work, ver. 8.; and they did it by 


Jfetting forward the workmen, ver. 9.and {trenthening their hands 
* with good and comfortable words. 
work themfelves, may yet do good fervice, by. quickening and 


Note,. They that do not 


encouraging thofe that do work, 


4: How God was praifed at the laying of the foundation oF | 
the temple, ver. 10, IT. 


The priefts with the trumpets, ap: 
pointed by Mofes, and the Levites-with the cymbals, appoint- 
ed by David, made up a concert of mufic, not to pleafe the ear, 


but to aflift the finging of that everlafting hymn, which will, 


never be out of date, and to which our tongues fhould never be 
out of tune, God is good, and his mercy endureth for. ever, the 
Let all the ftreams of mercy be run 
up to the fountain. Whatever our condition. is, how many 
foever our griefs and fears, let it be owned that God is good ; 

and whatever fails, that his mercy fails not. “Let this be lage 


swith application, as here ; not only his mercy endures for ever, 


but i it, endures ‘for ever: owas Ifrael: Ifreal, when captives 
in a ftrange land, and ftrangers in their own mie However 
good to us. 
Let the reviving of the church’s interefts, shee they feemed 
dead, be afcribed to the continuance of Gore wercy for a5 
for therefore the church continues. 

5. How the people were differently affeded. A aatatetble 
mixture of various affections there was upon this occafion. Dif- 


ferent fentiments there were among the people of God, and 


\ 


_ at all, when they faw but the foundation of one laid, praifed 


each expreffed himfelf according to his fentiments ; and yet 


‘there was no difagreement among them, their minds were not 


alienated from’ each other, nor thé common concern retarded 
by it. . 
aff, Thofe that only knew the mifery of Liles a no semiple 


To them even this 


the Lord with fhouts. of joy, ver. 11, 


foundation feemed great, and was’as. life from the dead ; to” 
_ their hungry fouls even this. was fweet. 


They fhouted fo that 


- the noife was heard afar of Note, We ought to be thankful 


for the beginnings of mercy, though it be not yet come to per- 
fection, and the foundations of a temple, after long defolations, 
cannot but be fountains of joy to every faithful Traelite. 

2d/y, Chofe that remembered the glory of the firft temple, 
which Solomon built, and confidered how far this was Daca 
to be inferior to that, perhaps in dimenfions, however in mag- 
nificence and nopaiee wept with a loud voice, vere 12. 


{ 4 j 


‘ 


yeas, 


‘They appointed the | 


| Fejoicing ; but here on earth we can {carce di/cern the foots of © 
Joy from the noife of the weeping. Let us learn to rejoice with 


_ felves to rejoice as oe we came eee and weep t as 5 thobe 


The: cob aan of rebuilding the temple was no fooner 


"captivity builded the temple unto the Lorp 
_ God of Hfrael : 


- bel, and to the chief of the fathers, and faid 


your God. as ye do, and we do facrifice 
_ him, fince the days of Efer-haddon : 


ce 
| babel and Jefhua, and the reft of the hie 
| the fathers of Ifrael, faid, unto them, ~ 
ee to do with us, to. build a 


hoiakim, it was but ete ie two years fince the: wees 
burnt ; if from Jeconiah’s captivity, it was but fifty-nine. 
that many now alive might remember it {tanding > and a gr 
mercy it was to the captives, that they had the lives: of fo m 
ny of their priefts and Levites lengthened out, who could tel 
/ them what they themfelves remembered of the glory of Jerus 
falem, to quicken them in their. return. . Thefe. lamented 
difproportion between this temple and the former.. And; ( 
There were fome reafons for it ; and if they turned their t 
into the right channel, and bewailed the fin that was the c: 
of this melancholy change, they did well... Sin fullies the , 
ry of any church or people, and when they, find themfelves 
minifhed and brought low,. that muft bear the blame. »“( 
Yet it was their infirmity to mingle thofe tears with the com 
mon joys, and fo caft a damp upon them. » ‘They defpifed th 
day of fnall things’; and were unthankful for the good they en 
joyed, becaufe it was not fo much astheir-anceftors had, though 
it was much more, than they deferved. In the | harmony:of 
public joys, let not us, be: jarring, {trings. ». It was: an aggray 
tion /of the- difcouragements they. hereby gave to: the: people 
that they were. priefts and Levites, who should have know. 
~and taught others how to. be duly affeéted under various pr 
vidences, and not to let the remembrance bas ‘former affliction: 
drown the fenfe of prefent mercies. 

This mixture of forrow and joy here is a ‘eepralouuaioe 
this world. Some are bathing 1 in rivers of j Joy, while other 
are drowned irr floods of tears. In heaven. all are finging, | 
none fighing ; in hell all are weeping and wailing,’ and none 


them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep ; and our. 


we wept not. vs ak 
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it prefently met with oppofiion from thofé that bore i : 
it. The Samaritans were enemies to the Fowsy and their re- 
ligion, and they fet themfelves to obfirud i ft eeae bhi 
to come.in partners in the building of it, that th 1m 
it in their power to retard it, but were refufed, ver. 36 
Il. They difcouraged them in it, and difuaded them from i 
over. 4, $+ ILI. They bafely mifreprefented the undertakin 
and the undertakers, to the king of Perfia, by a memoric 
Sent him, ver. 6,—16. 1V. They obtained from: 
der to flop the building, ver. 17;—22. meer hee imme 
put in execution, ver. 23,24. : 


ow when the: civadbane of Judah andl 
Benjamin, heard. that the children of th 


2. Then they came to Zerut 


“to then, Let us build with you, for we 


fur, which" brought us up hither, 1t 


Novas 
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. 
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the people of Judah, and troubled them in 


~ building. 5 And hired counfellors asainft them, 


Rev. iii, 9. 


+ nea .. 


“~~ 


a. VN Bae 
a se Nat 
es 


ae, 


_ of it, however to hinder their comfortable enjoyment of it. As 
— good almoft not have it, as not have it to themfelves, for the 


as in his heart. 


that they meant them no 


to fruftrate their purpofe all the days of Cyrus 


- king of Perfia, even until the reign of Darius 


king of Perfia. 


- ‘We have here an inftance of the~old enmity that was put 


between the feed of the woman andthe feed of the ferpent. 


God’s temple cannot be built, but Satan will rage, and the 
gates of hell will fight again it. The gofpel-kingdom was in 


like manner to be fet up with much ftruggle and contention. 


- And-in that refpeét the glory of the latter houle was greater 


than the glory of the former ; and it was more a figure of the 
temple of Chrift’s church, in. that Solomon built his. temple 
when there was no adverfary, nor evil occurent, -« Kings v. 4. 
But this fecond temple was built, notwith{tanding great oppo- 
fition, in the removingand conquering of which, and the bring- 
ing of the work to perfection at laft in defpite of it, 
dom, power, and goodnefs of God was much glorified, and 
the church encouraged to truft in him. 


1. The undertakers are here called the children of the capt 


wity, ver. 1.. which makes them look very little. They were 


_ newly come out of captivity, were born in captivity, had ftill 


the marks of their captivity upon them ; though they were not 


- now captives, they were under the control of thofe whofe cap- 


tives they had lately been. Tfrael was God’s fon, his firft-born; 


_ but by their iniquity they fold and inflaved themfelves, and fo 


became children of the captivity: but it fhould feem, the 
thought of their being fo quickened them to this work ; for it 
was by their neglect of the temple, that they loft their freedom. 

2. The oppofers of the undertaking are here faid to be the 


-adverfaries of Fudah and Benjamin, not the Chaldeans or Per- 


fians, they gave them no difturbance, let them build and wel- 
come ; but the relics of the ten tribes, and the foreigners that 
had joined themfelyes to them, and patched up that mongrel 
religion we had an account of 2 Kings xvii. 33. They feared 
the Lord, and ferved their own gods too. They are called the 
people of the land, ver. 4. The worft enemies Judah and Ben- 
jamin had, were thefe that Jaid they were Fews, and were not, 


3. The oppofition they gave had in it much of. the fubtilty 
of the old ferpent. When they heard that the temple was in 
building, they were prefently aware it would be a fatal blow to 
their fuperftition, and fet themfelves to appofe it. They had 
not power to do it forcibly, but they try all the ways they can 
to do it effectually. 


if, They offered their fervice to build with them, only that 


thereby they might get an opportunity to retard the work, while 
they pretended to further it. 
~ Now, (1.) Their offer was plaufible enough, and looked 
kind: We will build with you, will help you to contrive, and 
will contribute towards the expence 5 for we feck your God as 
you do, yer. 2. This was falfe, for though they fought the fame 
God, they did not feek him only, nor feek him.in the way he 


appointed, and therefore did not feek him’as they did. Here- " 


in they defigned, if it were poflible, to hinder the building 


pure worlhip of the true God, and him only. Thus are Aiffes 
of an enemy deceitful; words. fmoother than butter, when qwar 


But, (2.) Their refufal of their proffered fervice was very 
joft, ver. 3+ The chief of the fathers of Trael were {oon aware 
kindnefs, whatever they pretended, 


Vout: 
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~ the people of the !and weakened the hands of 


the wif. 


” lites, the Apharfites, the 


80g 


but really defigned to do them a mifchief: and therefore 
(though they bad need enough of help, if it had been fuch as 
they could confide in) told them plainly, 2u have noching to 
do with us, have no part nor lot in this matter, are not true- 
born Ifraelites, nor faithful worfhippers of God, you wor/bip 
you know not what, John iv. 22. - You are none of thofe with 
whom we dare hold communion, and therefore we ourfelves 
will build. They plead not to them the law of their God, 
which forbade them to mingle themfelves with ftrangers, though 
that efpecially they had an eye to; but that which they would 
take more notice of, the king’s commiflion, which was di- 
reéted to them only, the king of Perfia has commanded us to 
build this houfe, and we fhall diftruft and affront him, if we 
call in a foreign aid. Note, In doing good, there is need of 
the qifdom of the ferpent, as well as the :nnocency of the deve, 
and we have need, as it follows there, to Jeware of men, Marth. 
x. 16, 17. Take heed who we go partners with, andon whofe 
hand we lean. While we truft God with a pions confidence, 
we mut truft men with a prudent jealoufy and caution. 

2dly, When this plot failed, they did what they could to 
divert them from the work, and difcourage them in it, weak- 
ened their hands, by telling them it was in vain to attempt it, 
calling them: fooli/h builders, who began what they were not 
able to finifh, and by their infinuations troubled them, and 
made them drive heavily in it. All were not alike zealous in 
it, thofe that were cool and indifferent, were by thefe artifices » 
drawn off from the work, which wanted their help, ver- 4 
And becaufe what they themfelves faid the Jews would {ufpect 
to be ill meant, and not be influenced by, they under-hand hi- 
red counjellors againft them, that, pretending to advife them for 
the belt, fhould diffuade them from proceeding, and fo fruftrate 
their purpofe, ver. 5. or difluade the men of Tyre and Sidon 
from furnifhing them with the timber they had bargained for, 
chap. iii. 7. Or what bufinefs they had at the Perfian court, 
to folicit for any particular grants or favours, purfuant to the 
general edict for their liberty, there were thofe that were hired, 
and lay ready to appear of counfel againft them. Wonder not 
at the reftleffnefs of the church’s enemies, in their attempts a- 
gainft the building of God’s temple : he whom they ferve, and 
whofe work they are doing, is unwearied in walking to and fro 
through the earth, to do mifchief. And let thofe who difcou- 
rage a good work, and weaken the hands” of thofe who are 
employed in it, fee whofe pattern they follow. 


6 And in the reign of Ahafuerus, in the be- 
ginning of his reign wrote they unto bim an ac- 
cufation againft the inhabitants of Judah and © 
Jerufalem. 7 4] And in the days of Artaxerxes 
wrote Bifhlam, Mithridath, Tabeel, and the reft 
of their companions unto Artaxerxes king of 
Perfia ; and the writing of the letter was writ- 
ten in the Syrian tongue, and interpreted in the 
Syrian tongue. 8 Rebum the chancellor, and 
Shimfhai the fcribe, wrote a letter‘againit Jeru- 
falem to Artaxerxes the king in this fort : 9. 
Then wrote Rehum the chancellor, and Shim- 
fhai the feribe, and the reft of their companions 5 
the Dinaites, the Apharfathchites, the Tarpel- 
Archevites, the Baby-. . 

lonians, the Sufanchites, the Dehaviies, avd the . 
Elamites, 10 And the reft of the nations whom 
“the great and noble Afnapper brought, over, 
oe aye aaa 
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and fet in the cities of Samaria, and the reft that 
are on this fide the river, and at fuch a time. 
11 J This zs the copy of the letter that they 
fent unto him, even unto Artaxerxes the king, 
Thy fervants the men on this fide the river, and 
at fuch a time. 12 Be it known unto the king, 
that the Jews which came up from thee to us, 
are come unto Jerufalem, building the rebellious 
and the bad city, and have fet up the walls 
thereof, and jomed the foundations. 1 3 Be it 


known now unto the king, that if this city be, 


builded, and the walls fet up again, then will 
they not pay toll, tribute, and cuftom, and fo 
thou fhalt endamage the revenué of the kings. 
14 Now, becaufe we have maintenance from 
the king’s palace, and it was not meet for us to 
fee the king’s difhonour: therefore have we 
fent and certified the king, 15 That fearch may 
be made in the book of the ‘records of thy fa~ 
thers : fo fhalt thou find in the book of the re- 
cords, and know that this city zs a rebellious ci- 
ty, and hurtful unto kings and provinces, and 
that they have moved [edition within the fame 
of old time: for which caufe was this city de- 
ftroyed. 16: We certify the king, that if this 
city be builded again, and the walls thereof fet 
up, by this means thou fhalt have no portion on 
this fide the river. © 7 u 


Cyrus ftedfaftly adhered to the Jews intereft, and fupported 
his own grant ; it was to no purpofe to offer any thing to him 
in. prejudice of it; what he did was from a good principle of 


- the fear of God, and therefore he {tuck to it: but though his 


seign in all was thirty years, yet after the conqueft of Baby- 
lon, and ‘his decree for the releafe of the Jews, fome think he 


reigued but three years, others feven, and then either died, or ' 


gave up that part of his government, in which his fucceflor was 
Ahafuerus, ver, 6. called alfo Artaxerxes, ver. 7. Suppofed 
to be the fame, that in Heathen authors is called Cambyfes, 
who had never taken that cognifance of the defpifed Jews, as 
to concern himfelf for them, nor had he that knowledge. of 
the God of Ifrael that his predeceffor had. To him thefe Sa- 
maritans applied themfelves by letter, for an order to {top the 
building of the temple: and they did it in the beginning of 
his ‘reign, being refolved to lofe no time, when they thought 
they had a king for their pnrpofe. See how watchful the 
church’s enemies aré to take the firft opportunity of doing it a 
mifchief, let not its friends be lefs careful to do it a kindnefs, 
Here is,’ : ! ‘ 
1. The general purport of the letter which they fent to the 
king, to inform him of this matter. It is called, ver. 6. An 
accufation againf? the inhabitants of Fudah and Ferufalem. The 
devil is the accufer of the brethren, Rev. xii. 10. And he car- 
ries on his malicious defigns again{t them, not only by accufing 


- ‘them himfelf before our God, as he did Job, but by adting as 


a lying fpirit, in the mouths of his inftruments, whom he em- 
ploys to accufe them before magiftrates and kings, and to. make 
them odious to the many, and obnoxious to the mighty. 
Marvel not, if the faine arts be (till ufed. to ran down ferious 


godlinefs, 


BGR ay "Chap. TV. 


| the poffeffion of, and of whom: they were therefore jealous, left 


Salted with the falt of the palace, fo it is in the margins We 


| building of the temple, which would c rtainly be the king’s, 


| have no king but Cefare But, (to allude to this) if they that 


thus to argue ourfelves into a pious concern for Gods honour: 


- vent it. 


_ a loyal city to its rightful princes, and ‘its prefent inhabitants — 


of his provinces whatfover. 
lately approved himfelf fo faithfal to his prince, that his worft 
' enemies could find no fault in. his management, Dan. vi. 4.. 3 


2. The perfons concerned in writing this letter. The con. 
trivers are named, ver. 7. that plotted the thing; the WTitersy 
ver- 8. that put it into form; and the fubfcribers, ver. g. that. 
concurred in it, and joined with them in this reprefentation, 
this mifreprefentation 1 fhould call it. Now fee here, (1.) 
Howsthe rulers take counfel together againft the Lord and his 
temple, with their companions, The building of the temple 
would do them no harm, yet they appear againft it with the ; 
utmoft concern, perhaps becaufé-the prophets of the God of If, 
rael had foretold the'fami/bing and peri/ing of all the gods of 
the Heathen, Zeph. it. 11. Jer. x» 11. (2.) How the people 
concurred with them in imagining this vain thing: They fol- 
lowed the ery, though ignorant of the merits of the caufe. All 
the feveral colonies of that plantation (mine are here mention. 
ed) who had their denomination from the cities or countries 
of Affyria, Chaldea, Perfia, &'c. from whence they. came > fer ae 
their hands by their reprefentatives to this letter. Perhaps they 
were incenfed again{t thefe returned Jews, becaufe many of the — 
ten tribes were among them, whofe eftates they were got into 
they fhould attempt the recovery of them hereafter. ie 
- 3. A copy of the letter itfelf, which Ezra inferts. here, out 
‘of the records of the kingdom of Perfia, into which it had 
been entered. And it is well we have it, that we may fee 
whence the like methods ftill taken to expofe good people, and 
baffle good defigns, are copied. . 

ifr, They reprefent themfelves as very loyal to the govern- 
ment, and mightily concerned for the honour and intereft of 4 
it; and would have it thought, that the king had no fuch lo- | 
ving faithful fubjeéts in all his dominions as they were, nor fo 
fenfible of their obligations to him : ver. 14. Becaufe we are 


have our falary from the court, and could no more live with- — 
out it, than flefh. could be preferved without falt; or; as fome _ 


Note, A fecret enmity 
to Chrilt and his gofpel, is oft gilded over with a pretended 
affection to Cxfar and his power. The Jews hated the Ro- — 
man government, and yet, to ferve a turn, could cry, We 


lived upon the crown, thought themfelves bound in gratitude 
thus to fupport the intereft of it, much more reafon have we 


We have our maintenance from the God of heaven, and are falt- 
ed with his falt, live upon his bounty, and are the care of his. 
providence ; and therefore it is not meet for us to fee his difba- 
nour, without refenting it, and doing what we can to pre~ 


2dly, They reprefent the Jews as difloyal, and dangerous — 
to the government ; that Jerufalem was she rebellious and bad 
city, ver. 12. hurtful to kings and provinces, ver. 15. See how 
Jerufalem, the joy of the whole earth, Pfal. xlviii. 2, is here re- 
proached as the fcandal of the whole earth. The enemies: of | 


se 


the church could not do the ill things they defign againit it, if 
they did ‘not firft put it into an ill name. - Jerufalem had been. 


were as well affeted to the king and his. goverdment, as any 
Daniel, who. was a Jew, had 


ene But. - 


__. therefore very unfair, yet not uncommon, for them to impute 
the iniquity of the 


Be was grofsly falfe in matter of fa&. Very careful they are to in- 
form the king, that they had fetup the walls of this city, nay, had 


' 


e- 


ee 


; 


__. the king would have no portion:at all on this fide the river, ver. 


(- 


pir 


. this temple they 


- felves and their anceftors fovereign princes, and their efforts to 


‘gs if that mat for ever after go under the name of the rebelli- 


‘4aftances of their good behaviour, as were fufficient to roll a- 


ver. 12. when it was nothing fo. 
build the temple, which Cyrus commanded them to do; but 


_ thefe falfe pens, /barp arrows 


3.) Their prognottics. 
s groundlefs and abfurd. 
‘have t 
built, not only the Jews would pay no toll, tribute, 


and to the reft of their companions that dwell 
. in Samaria, 


_ 
ae 


Chap. 1V. 


and forbidding to give tribute 
to Cefar ; and we mutt not think it {trange, if the fame game 
be ftill played. Now, here, 

(1.) The hiftory of what was palt is invidious : That with- 
in the city fedition had been moved of old time, and for that cau/e 
it was deffroyed, ver. 1§. It cannot be denied, but that there 
was fome colour given for this faggeftion, by the attempts of 
Jehoiakim and Zedekiah, to hake off the yoke of the king of 
Babylon ; which, if they had kept clofe to their religion, and 
were now rebuilding, they had never come 
under. But it mult be confidered, (1.) That they were them- 


recover their rights, if there had not been in them the viola- 
tion of an oath, for ought I know, had been juftifiable, and 
faccefsful too, had they taken the right method, and made 
their peace with God firft. (2.) Though thefe Jews and 
their princes had been guilty of rebellion, yet: it was unjuft 
therefore to faften this to be an indelible brand upon this city, 


ous and bad city. The Jews in their captivity had given fuch 


way that one reproach with any reafonable men; for they 
were in{truéted (and we have reafon to hope they’ obferved 
their ‘inftructions) to feek the peace of the cities where they were 
captives, and pray to the Lord for it, Jer. xxix. 7. It was 
fathers to the children. ® > 

(2.) Their information concerning what they were now doing, 


finithed' them, fo it is in the margin, and joined the foundations, 
They had only begun to 


for the walls, there was nothing done nor defigned towards 
the repair of them, as appears by the pofture they were in ma- 
ny years after, Neh. 1. 3. all in ruins. What fhall be given 
and what done to thofe falfe tongues ? Nay, which is worfe, 
doubtlefs of the mighty, and 
coals of juniper, Pfal. cxx. 3, 4+ If they had not been per- 
fealy lott to all virtue and honour, they would not, and if they 
had not been very fecure of the king’s countenance, they durft 
not have written that to the king, which all their neighbours 
knew to be a notorious lie. See Prov. xxix. 12. 
of the confequences were altogether 
They are very confident, and would 
he king believe it upon their word, that if this city be 
or cuflom, vet. 
lie is as foon fpoken as a little one) that 


13. but (fince a great 


16. that all the countries on this fide Euphrates would in{tant- 
ly revolt, drawn to it by their example; and if the prince in 
ffefion fhould connive at this, he would wrong, not only 
himelf but his fucceffors: Thou fhalt endamage the revenue of 
the kings. See how every line in this letter breathes both the 
fabtilty and malice of the old ferpent. 
17 J Then fent the king an anfwer unto Re- | 
hum the chancellor, and to Shimfhai the feribe, 


and unto the reft beyond the river, - 
Peace, and at fuch a time. 18 The letter which | 
ye fent unto us, hath been plainly read before © 
me. 19 And I commanded, and féarch hath — 


EZ 


b But thus was Elijah moft unjuftly charged ‘with troubling If 
gael, the apoftles with turning the world upfide-down, and Chrift 
- himfelf with perverting the nation, 


is always jult, becaufe he fees things as they are, 


RA. Sit 
been made, and it is found, that this city of old 
time hath made infurreCtion again‘ kings, and 
that rebellion and fedition have been made 
therein, 20 There have been mighty kings al- 
fo over Jerufalem, which have ruled over all 
countries beyond the river; and toll, tribute, 
and cuftom was paid unto them. 21 Give ye 
now commandment, to caufe thefe men to 


-ceafe, and that this city be not. builded, until 


another commandment fhall be given from me. 
22 Take heed now that ye fail not to do this :’ 
why fhould damage grow to the hurt of the 
kings? 23 § Now when the copy of king Ar- 
taxerxes letter was read before Rehum and 
Shimfhai the fcribe, and their companions, they 
went up in hafte to Jerufalem, unto the Jews, 
and made.them to ceafe by force and power. 


24 Then ceafed the work of the houfe. of God 


which is at Jerufalem. So it ceafed unto the. 
fecond year of the reign of Darius king of Pertia. 


Here is, - The orders which the king of Perfia gave, im 
anfwer to the information fent him by the Samaritans againft 
the Jews. He fuffered himfelf to be impofed upon by their 
fraud and falfehood, took no care to examine the allegations 
of their petition, concerning that which the Jews were now 
doing, but took it for granted the matter of fact was true, and 
was very Willing to gratify them with an order of council to 
{tay proceedings. - 

1, He confulted the records concerning Jerufalem, and’ 
found that it had indeed rebelled againft the king of Babylon, 
and therefore it was, as they called it, a bad city, ver. 19. 
And withal,.that in times palt kings had reigned there, to 
whom all the countries on that fide the river had been tributa- 
ries, ver. 20. And therefore there was danger, that if ever . 
they were able, (which they were never likely to be), they | 
would claim theny again. ‘hus he faith as they faid, and pre- 
tends to give a reafon for it. See the hard fate of princes, 
that mult fee and hear with other mens eyes and ears, and give 
judgment upon things as they are reprefented to them, and of- 
ten are they reprefented falfely. Therefore God’s judgment 
and it is 
according to truth. : 

2dly, He appointed the Samaritans to {top the building of 
the city immediately, till further order fhould be given about 
it, ver. 21, 22. Neither they in their letter, nor he in his 
order, makes any mention of the temple, and the building of 
that, becaufe both they knew and he knew, that they had not 
only a permiffion, but a command from Cyrus to rebuild that, 
which even they had not the confidence to move for the repeal 
of, but only of the city, let not that be built, viz. as a city 
with walls and gates; whatever you do, preven: that, lea/t 
damage grow to the hurt of kings. He would not that the 
crown fhould lofe by his wearing it. 


2. The ufe which the enemies of the Jews made of thefe 


orders they had fraudulently obtained; upon the receipt ofthem . ~ 


they went up in bafle to Ferufalem, ver. 23. Their feet rum 
to evil, Prov. i. 16. They were impatient till the builders 
were ferved’with this prohibition, which they produced as theit 
warrant to make them ceafe by ferce and power. As they a- 
bufed the king in obtaining this order, by their mif-informa- 
tions, fo they abufed him in the execution of it: for the order . 

sK2 nly 
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only was to prevent'the walling of the city. But having force 
and power on their fide, they conftrued it as relating to the 
temple ; for that was it which they had an ill will to, and 
which-they only wanted fome colour to hinder the building of. 
‘There was indeed a general claufe in the order, to caufe thofe 
men to ceafe, which bad reference to the complaint about build- 
ing the walls, but they applied it to the building of the temple. 
See what need we have to pray, not only for kings, but for all 
in authority under them, andthe governors Jent by them, becaufe 
the quictnefs and peaceablenefs of our lives, in all godline/s and 
honey, depend very much upon the integrity and wifdom of 
inferior magiftrates, as well as the fupreme. 

The confequence was, that the work of the houfe of God 
cea/ed for a time, through the power and infolence of its ene- 
mies, and fo through the coldnefs and indifferency of its friends, 


it ftood ftill till the fecond year of Darius Hyftafpes; for to 


me it feems clear by the thread of this facred hiftory, that it 
was that Darius, ver. 24. And thovgh now a {top was put 
to it by the violence of the Samaritans, yet that foon after 
they might have gone on by connivance, if they had had a due 
affection to the work, appears by this, that before they had that 
exprefs warrant from the king for doing it, chap. vi. they were 
reproved by the prophets for not doing it, chap. v. 1. compar- 
ed with Hag. i. 2. &¢. If they had taken due care to inform 
Cambyfes with the truth of this cafe, perhaps he had recalled 
his order; but, for ought I know, fome of the builders’ were 
almoft as willing it fhould ceafe as the adverfaries themfelves 
were. At fome times the church had fuffered more by .the 
coldnefs of its friends, than by the heat of its enemies: but 
both together commonly make church-work flow work. 


C AVAASRE FV 


We left the temple-work at a full flop, but, being Gods work, 


it [hall be revived, and here we have an account of the 
reviving of it. It was hindered by might and power, but 
‘it was fet a-going again by the Spirit of the Lord of hofts. 
Now here we are told how that bleffed Spirit, 1. Warm- 
ed its cool hearted friends, and excited them to build, ver. 
1,2. II. Cooled cts hot headed enemies, and brought them 
to better tempers; for though they fecretly difliked the work, 
as much as thofe in the foregoing chapter, yet, (1.) They 
aere more mild towards the builders, ver. 3,—5.. (2-) 
They were more fair in their reprefentation of the malter 
to the king, which here we have an account of, ver. 6,— 


19. 


r-4¥~HEN the prophets, Haggai the prophet, | 


and Zechariah the fon of lddo, prophe- 


- fied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Je- 


rafalem, in the name of the God of Ifrael, even 
unto them. 2 Then rofe up Zerubbabel the 
fon of Shealtiel, and Jefhua the fon of Jozadak, 
and began to build the houfe of God, which zs 
at Jerufalem: and with them were the prophets 


_ of God helping them. 


Some reckon it was but nine years. I am willing to believe | 


fifteen was the outfide that the building of the temple ftood at 


a ftay ; during which time they had an altar and a tabernacle, 


which, no doubt, they made ufe of: for when we cannot do 
what we would, we muft do what we can in the fervice of 
God, and be forry we can do no better. © But the counfellors 
that were hired to: hinder the work, chap. iv. 5. told them, 


‘and perhaps with‘a pretence to infpiration, that the time was 
Rot conie for the building of the temple, Hag. i, 2. urging, that 


: Dauey Agen tay ©, 7 bis i, 


. PERE CNG, iam 
- it was long ere the time came for the building of Solomon’s™ ~ 
_ he dead. 


’ year of Darius, as appears Hag. i. 1. Ziech. i. 1.” 


- fhop Patrick, for they reproved them becaufe they did not 


with their power to put life into, every good work ;-thus it 


-examplary care and zeal, to fulfil all.righteou/ne/s, and to go 


| two verfes), and fee what great things God doth by his word, 


ing with it. 


to them, Who hath commanded you to -build 


 ceafe, till the matter came to Darius: and then — 


ote 
ag 


temple, and thus the people were made eafy in their own cie/- 
ed houfes, wiule Goa’s houfe lay qwajfle.’ Nowhere we are 
told how life was put into that good caufe, which ‘feemed to 


1. They had two good minifters, that in God’s name ear-_ 
neftly perfuaded themr to fet the wheel a-going again, Haggai 
and Zechariah, who both began to prophéefy in the fecond 
Obferve, 
(1.) The temple of God among nien is to be built by prophe- 
fy, not by fecular force (that oft hinders it, but feldom furthers 
it) but by the word of God; as the weayons of our warfare, 
fo the inftruments of our building are not carnal but /piritual, 
and they are the minifters of the gofpel that are the mafter-_ 
builders. (2.) It is the bufinefs of God’s prophets to ftir up’ 
God’s people to that which is geod, and to help them in it, to” 
ftrengthen their hands, and by fuitable confiderations, fetched. 
from the word of God, to quicken them ‘te their duty, and» 
encourage them in it. (3.) It is a figa God has mercy in 
a {tore for a people, when he ‘raifeth up prophets among them _ 
to be their helpers in the way and work of God, their guides, 
overfeers, and rulers.  ~ ‘ ieee 
. Further obferve; (1.) To whom thefe prophets were fent. 
They prophefied unto the Jews (for as to them pertained the 
giving of the law fo alfo the gift of prophecy, and therefore 
they are called the children of the prophets, AGs ii. 25. be- 
caufe they were educated under their tuition: and inftruétion) 
even urito them, upon them, even upon them, fo it is in the origi-~ 
nal, as Ezekiel prophelied, upon the dry bones, that they might 
live, Ezek. xxxvil. 4. ‘They prophefied again{t them, fo Bi- — 


build the temple.» The word of God, if it be received now as 
a teftimony to us, will not be received another day asa. 
teftimony againft us, and will judge us. (2.) Who fent 
them. They prophefied in the name, or, as fome read it, in — 
the caufe, or for the fake of the God of Ifrael; they {pake by 
commiflion from him, and argued from his authority over them, 
his intereft in them, and the concern of his glory among them. 
z. They had two good magiftrates, that were forward and 
active inthis work ; Zerubbabel their chief prince, and Jefhua 
their chief prieft, ver. 2. They that are in places of dignity 
and power, ought with thei dignity to put honour upon, and 


becometh them that prefide, and them that prefide with an’ 


before in a good work. ‘Thefe great men thought _it no difpa- 
ragement to them, but a happinefs to be taught, and preferibed 
to by the prophets of the Lord; and were glad of their help 
in reviving this good work. Read the firft chapter of the pro- 
phecy of Haggai here, (for that is the beft comment on thefe 


which he magnifies above all his name, and by his Spirit work. 
VEC NG # 


3 4 At the fame time came to them Tatnai, 
governor on this fide the river, and Shethar- 
boznai, and their companions, and faid thus un- 


this houfe, and to make up this wall?. —4Fhen 
faid we unto them after this manner, What are 
the names of the men that make this building? 
5 But the eye of their God was upon the elders. 
of the Jews, that they could not caufe them to — 


. + . 
“ 4 


a 
- 
. 
: 


. they returned anfiver by letter concerning this 
» matter. 


the king, that we went into the province of 


~ elders, and faid unto them thus, Who com- 


names of the men that were the chief of them: 


- 


‘ 
our fathers had provoked the God of heaven 
unto wrath, he gave them into the hand of Ne- 
* buchadnezzar the king, of Babylon the Chal- 


2) 


king Cyrus made a decree 


: 
; 
A 


7 “temple that i in Jerufalem, and let the houfe 


i 


F Chap. V. 


the temple of Babylon, and they were deliver- 
“ed unto one whofe name was Shefhbazzar, whom ; 
he had made governor: 15 And faid unto him, - 


6 { The copy of the letter that Tat- 
nai, governor on this fide the river, and. She- 
thar-boznai, and his companions the A pharfa- 
chites, which were on this fide the river, fent 
unto Darius the King: 7 They fent a letter un- 
to him, wherein was written thus; Unto Da- 
tius the king, all peace. 8 Be it known unto 


- Judea, to the houfe of the great God, which is 
builded with great ftones, and tiiber 1s laid in 
the walls, and this work goeth faft on, and prot- 
pereth in their hands. . g Then afked we thofe 


manded you ‘to build this houfe, and to make 
up thefe walls? 10 We afked their names’ al- 
fo, to certify thee, that we might write 'the 


rr And thus they returned us anfwer, faying, 


‘Weare the fervants of the God of heaven and 


earth, and build the houfe that was builded 
thefe many years ago, which a great king of H- 
“vael builded, and fet up. 12 But after that 


dean, who deftroyed this houfe, and carried the 
people away into Babylon. 13 But in the firft 
year of Cyrus the king of Babylon, the fame 
‘ee to build this houfe 
of God. 14 And the veflels alfo of gold and 
filver of the houfe of God, which Nebuchad- 
nezzar took out of the temple that was in Je- 
-yufalem, and brought them into the temple of 
Babylon, thofe did Cyrus the king take out of 


Take thefe veflels, go, carry them into the 
of God be builded in its place. 16 Then came 
the fame Shefhbazzar, and laid the foundation 
of the houfe of God which iv in, Jerufalem. 

And fince that time even until now, hath it 


been im building, and yet it is not finifhed. | 


17 Now therefore, if. a /eem good to the king, 
let there be fearch made in the king’s treafure- 
houfe, which is there at 
be /o that a decree was made of Cyrus the king 
to build this houfe of God at Jerufalem, and 
let the king fend his pleafure to us concerning 
this matter. St 
“We have here, Mag 
; Bae vane which their neighbours foon took of the 


= 
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, of provinces. 


| unreafonable. 
_ tween the builders and thofe inguifitors, ver. 3,,4.; but breaks 


upon them,.even their God. 


Babylon, whether it’ 
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reviving of this good work. A jealous eye, it feents, they 
had. upon them, and no fooner did the Spirit of God ftir up 
the friends of the temple to appear for it, but the evil fpirit 
ftirred up its enemies to appear again{t it. While the people 
builded and cieled their own houfes, their enemies gave them 
no moleftation, Hag. i. 4. though the king’s order was to put 
a {top to the building of the city, chap. iv. 21. But when 
they fell to work again at the temple, then the alarm is taken, 
and all heads are at work to hinder it, ver. 3, q. The adver- 
faries are. here named, -Fatnai and Shethar-boznai. The go- 
vernors we read of, chap. iv. were, it is probable, difplaced at 
the beginning of this reign, as is ufual. It is the policy. of 
princes often to change their deputies, proconfu's, and rulers” 
Thefe, though real enemies to the building of 
the temple, were men of better temper'than the other, and that 
made fome.confcience of telling truth. If all men have not 
faith, 2 Theff. iii. 2. it is well fome. have, and a fenfe of ho- 
nour. ‘Fhe church’s enemies are not all alike wicked and 
The hiftorian begins to relate what pafied be- 


of his account, referring hirafelf to the enfuing copy of the 


“letter they fent to the king, where the fame doth and may -ap- 
_ pear more fully and at large, which he began to abridge, ver. 


4. or make-an extract out. of, but upon fecond. thoughts infer-. 
ted the whole. : 
2. Thecare which the divine providence took of this good” 


work, ver. 5. The eye of their God was upon the elders of 
> the Fews, who were aétive in the work, fo that their enémies 


could not caufe them to. ceafe, as they would have done, til. 
the matter came to Darius. They defired they would only ceafe, 
till they had inftraGtions from the king about it. But they © 
would not fo much as yield them that ; for the eye of God was 
And, (1.) That bafHed their e-° 
nemies, infatuated and enfeebled them ;. and protected the build- 
ers from their malicious defigns. While we are employed in 
God’s work, we are taken under his fpecial protection, his eye 
is upon us for good, feven eyes upon one {tone in his temple. 
See Zech. iii, g. iv. ro. 2.) That quickened them. ‘The 
elders-of the Jews faw the eye of God upon them, to obferve 
what they did, and own them in what they did well, and then 
they had courage enough to face their enemies, and go on vigo- 
roufly with their work, maugre all the oppofition they met with. 
Our eye upon. God, obferving his eye upon us, will keep us to. 
our duty, and encourage us in it, when difficulties are never fo.- 
difcouraging. 

3. The account they fent to the king of this matter. In» 
which we may obferve, 

if, How fully the elders of the Jews gave the Samaritans 
‘an account of their proceedings. They finding them both bu- 
fy and profperous, that all hands were at work to run up this « 
building, and that it went faft on, put this queltion to them, By 
what. authority they did thefe things? and who gave them that. 
authority ? Who fet them to work, and whether they had ‘that 
which would bear them out ? To this they anfwered, that they 
had fufficient warrant to do what they did for, (1.) We are 


> the fervants of the God of heaven and earth. The God we-wor- 


{hip is not a local deity ;.and therefore we cannot be charged 
with making a faétion, or fetting up a feét, in building this tem- 
ple to his honour. But we pay our homage to a God, on whom 
the whole creation depends ;.and therefore ought to be protect-- 
ed and aflifted by all, and hindered by none. It is the wifdom, _ 
as well as the duty of kings, to countenance the fervants of the 
God of heaven. (2.) We have a prefcription to: this houfe ; it 
was built for the honour. of God by Solomon, many ages ago. 
It is no novel invention of our own, we are but raifing the 
foundation of many generations, If, vy. 8, 12. (3+) Tt_was to 
; punifhs 


R14. 


punith us for our fins, that we were for a time put out of the 
pofléflion of this houfe ;.not becaufe the gods of the nations had 
prevailed againft our God, but becaufe we had provoked kim, 
ver. 12. for which he delivered us and our temple into the hands 
of the king of Babylon, but never intended thereby to pat a fi- 
nal period to our religion. We were only fufpended for a time, 
not deprived for ever. *(4.) We have the royal decree of Cy- 
rus to juftify us, and bear us out in what we do. He not only 
permitted and allowed us, but charged and commanded us to 
‘build this houfe, ver. 13. and to build it in its place, ver. 15. the 


{ame place where it had ftood before. -And this not only in | 


compaflion to the Jews, but in veneration of their God, faying, 
He is the God. He alfo delivered the veffels of the temple to 
cone whom he intrufted to fee them reftored to ‘their ancient 
place and ufe, ver. 14. And they had thofe to thew in confir- 
mation of what they alledged. (5.) The building was begun 
according to this order, as foon as ever we were returned, fo 
that we have not forfeited the benefit of the order, for want of 

urfuing it in time, ftill it has been in building, but becaufe we 
hak met with oppofition, it is not finifhed. But @bferve, they 
mention not-the falfehood and malice of the former governors, 
nor make any complaint of that,though they had caufe enough, 
to teach us not to render bitternefs for bitternefs, nor the moft 
juft reproach, no not for that’ which is moft unjuft, but to think 
it enough if we can obtain fair treatment for the future, without 
an invidious repetition of former injuries, ver. 16. This is the 
‘account they gave of their proceedings, not afking what autho- 


_rity they had to examine them, or upbraiding them with their 


_ idolatry and fuperftitions, and medley religion. Let us Jearn 


¢ 


hence, with meeknefs and-fear, to give a reafon of the hope that 
is in us, ¥ Pet. iii. 15. rightly to underftand, and then readily 
-to declare what we do in God’s fervice, and why we do jit. 
2dly, How fairly the Samaritans reprefented this to the king. 
(1.) They call the temple at Jerufalem, the howfe of the great 
God, zer. 8., for though the Samaritans, as it fhould feem, had 
‘yet gods many, and lords many, they owned the God of Ifrael 
to be the great God, that is above all gods, it is the houfe of 


> the great God ; and therefore we dare not oppofe the building 
. without orders from thee. (2.) They tell him truly what was 


done, not as their predeceffors did, that they were fortifying the 
-city, a8 if they intended war, but only rearing the temple, as 
thofe that intended worfhip, ver. 8. (3-) They fully reprefent 
their plea, tell him what they had to fay for themfelves, and are 
willing the caufe fhould be fet in a true light. And then, lalt- 
ly, they leave it to the king to confult the records, whether Cy- 
rus had indeed made fuch a decree, and then to give directions 
as he fhould think fit, ver, 17: We have reafon to think, if 
Artaxerxes, in the foregoing chapter, had had the Jews caufe 
as fairly reprefented to him, as it was here to Darius,he would 
not have ordered the work to be hindered. God’s people could 
not be perfecuted, if they were not belied ; could not be bait- 


_ ed, if they were not dreffed up in bears fkins. Let but the 


caufe of God and truth be fairly f{tated, and fairly heard, and it 


~will keep its ground. 
; CHA Pr VT. ' 

How folemnly the foundation of the temple was laid, we read 
chap. iit. How flowly the building went'on, and with how 
much difsculty, we found chap. iv. and v.; but how glcri- 
oufly the top-fone was at length brought forth with /hout- 
ings, we find in this chapter, and even we, at this diflance 
of time, when we read of it, may ery, Grace, grace to it. 
As for God, bis work is perfed ; tt may be flow work, but 
it will be /ure work, We have here, 1. A recital of the de- 
eree of Cyrus for the building of ihe temple, ver. 1,—5. Il. 
The enforcing of that decree by a new-order from Darius 


\ 


EZ Rok: 


where the treafures were laid up in Babylor 


are beyond the river, be ye far from thence 


_ ver, I make a decree, what ye fhall do to the el- _ 
| ders of thefe Jews, for the building of this houfe — 
| of God: that of the ‘king’s goods, even of the _ 


falt, wine, and oil, according to the appointment _ 
| of the priefts which are at Jerufalem, let it be 


hath caufed his name to dwell ther 


Chap. 


for the perfecting that work, ver. 6—12, Ill. Ti 
nifbing of 1t thereupon, ver. 13,—15. IV. The folemn de 
dication of it when it was built, ver.16,—18. And , 
handfelling of tt (as I may fay) with the celebration of th e 
pafjover, ver. 19;—-22. And now we may Jay, that in Ju- 
dab and Ferufalem things went very well. ay 
“HEN Darius the king made a decree, and 
fearch was made in the houfe of the rolls, | 
2 And there was found at Achmetha, in the pa- 
lace that is in the province of the Medes, a roll 
and therein was a record thus written: 3. 
the firft year of Cyrus the king, the /ame 
Cyrus the king made a decree concerning th 
houfe of God at Jerufalém, Let the houfe be 
builded, the place where they offered facri- 
fices, and let the foundations thereof be ftrong- 
ly laid, the height thereof threefcore cubits, anc 
the breadth ‘thereof threefcore cubits, 4 Wii 
three rows of great ftones, and a row of né 
timber: and let the expences be given out of 
the king’s houfe. 5 And alfo let the golden and 
filver veffels of the houfe of God, which Nebu. 
chadnezzar took forth out’ of the temple which 
is at Jerufalem, and brought unto Babylon, be 
reftored, and brought again unto the temple 
which és at Jerufalem, every one to his place, and — 
place chem in the houfe of God. 6 Now therefure 
Tatnai, governor beyond the river, Shethar-boznai, 
and your companions the Apharfachites, whic 


7 Let the work of this houfe of God alone; let the ~ 
governor of the Jews, and the elders of the fews, _ 
build this houfe of God in his place. 8 Moreo- 


tribute beyond the river, forthwith expences be 
given unto thefe men, that they be not hinder. 
ed. g And that which they have need of, bott 
young bullocks, and rams, and lambs, for the 
burnt-offerings of the God of heaven, wheat 


4 ¥ 


given them day by day without fail: ro Tha 
they may offer facrifices of fweet favours 


up, let him be hanged thereon, and let 
made a dunghill tor this. 12 And th 


kings and people that fhall put to ¢ 


to alter and deftroy this howle of God v 


—” 


Chap. Vi rh 
at Jerufalem : I Darius have made a decree, let 
it be done with {peed. 


We have here, . > - 

1. The decree of Cyrus for the building of the temple repeat- 
ed. To this the Samaritans referred themfelves, becaufe the 
Jews pleaded it, and perhaps hoped it would not be found, and 
then their plea would be over-ruled, and a ftop put to their 
work. -Search was ordered to be made) for it among the re- 
cords, for it -feems the tribes had not taken care to provide 
themfelves with an authentic copy of it, which might have {tood 
them in good ftead; but they muft appeal to the original. It was 
looked for in Babylon, ver. 1. where Cyrus then was, when he 
figned it; but when it was not found there, Darius did not 
make that a pretence to conclude, that therefore there was no 
fuch decree, and thereupon to give judgment again{t the Jews ; 
but it is probable, having himfelf heard for certain, that fuch a 
decree was made, he ordered the rolls in other places to be 
fearched, and at length it was found at Achmetha, inthe pro- 
vince of the Medes, ver. 2. Perhaps fome that durft not de- 
firoy it, yet hid it there out of ill-will to the Jews, that they 
might lofe the benefit of it. But providence fo ordered that it 
came to light ; and it is here inferted, ver. 3, 4, 5. (1:) Here 
is a warrant for the building of the temple, /et the houfe of God 
at Ferufalem, yea, let that houfe be builded. So it may be read, 
within fuch and fach dimenfions, and with fuch and fuch ma- 
terials. (2.) A warrant for the taking of the expences for the 
building out of the king’s revenue, ver. 4. We do not find that 
they had received what was here ordered them, the face of 
things at court being foon changed. (3.) A warrant for the re- 
ftoring of theveffels andutenfils of the temple, which Nebuchad- 


nezzar had taken away; ver. 5. with order that the priefts, the 


Lord’s minifters, fhould return, them each to their place in 
the houfe of God. 


- 2. The confirmation of it by adecrée of Darius grounded | 


upon it, and in purfuance of it. By which, 

* ‘iff, He foe officers to do any thing in oppofition to 
the building of the temple. The manner of expreflion intimates, 
that he knew they had a mind to hinder it; for, (faith he) be 
ye far from thence, ver. 6. Let the work of this houfe of God a- 
fone, ver. 7.' Thus was the wrath of the enemy made to prai/e 
God, and the remainder thereof did he reftrain. 

 adly, He orders them out of his own revenue, to affift the 
builders with money, (1.) For carrying on the building, ver. 8. 
Herein he purfues the example of Cyrus, ver. 4. (2.) For 


maintaining the facrifices'there when it was built, ver. 9. He | 


orders they fhould be fupplied with every thing they wanted, 
both for burnt-offerings and meat-offerings. He was content 


it fhould be rent-charge upon his revenue, and orders it fhould | 


be paid every day, and this without fail, that they may offer fa- 


arifices and prayers with them (for the patriarchs when they of- | 
fered facrifice, called on the name of the Lord, {fo did Samuel, _ 


Elijah, and others) for the life, i. ¢. the happinefs and profperi- 


of the king and his fons, ver. 10. See here he gives honour, _ 
(1.) To Ifrael’s God, whom he calls once and again, the God — 


of heaven. (2.} To his minifters, in ordering his commilhoners 
ro give out fupplies for the temple-fervice, at the appointment 
of the priefts: they that thought to have controuled them, now 


muft be in this matter at their command. It was a new. thing | 


for God’s priefts to have fuch an intereft in the public money. 
3.) To prayer, that they may pray for the life of the hing. He 
tnew they were a praying people, and had heard:that God was 
igh to. them in. al that which they called. upon him. for. 
He was fenfible he needed their prayers, and might receive be- 
refit by them; and was therefore kind to them, that he might 
jaye an intereft in their prayers. It.is the duty of God’s peo- 


, 


$ 
4. 


& 
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ple to pray for thofe that are in authority over thems not only 


for the good and gentle, but alfo for the froward: but they are 
particularly bound in gratitude, to pray for their prote€tors and 
benefactors ; and it is the wifdom of princes to defire their 
prayers, and’'to engage them. Let not the greate{t princes de- 
{pife the prayers of the meaneft faints ; it is defireable to have 
them for us, and dreadful to have them againit us, 

3dly, He inforceth his decree with a penalty, ver 17. Let 
none either oppofe the work and fervice of the temple, or with- 
hold the fupports granted to it by. the crown, upon pain of 
death. If any alter this decree, let him be hanged before 
hi: own door, as we fay, hanged upon a beam of his own hoafs, 
and as an execrable man, let his hou/e be made a dunghill. 

4thly, He entails a divine curfe upon all thofe kings and peo- 
ple that fhould ever have any hand in the deftruction of this 
houfe, ver. 12. What he could not do himfelf for the protec+ 
tion of the temple, he defires that God, to whom vengeance be- 
/ongs, would do. ‘This fpeaks him zealous in the caufe ; and 
though this temple was at length moft juftly deftroyed by the righ- 


teous hand of God, yet perhaps-the Romans, who were the in— 
_ ftruments of that deftruction, felt the effects of this curfe; for ~ 


that empire fenfibly declined ever after. 
Now, from all this we learn, (1.) That the heart of kings is 
in the hand ef God, and he turns it which foever way he plea- 


feth: what they-are he makes them to be, for he is King of | 


kings. (2.) That when God’s time is come for the accomplifh- 
ment of his gracious purpofés concerning his church, he will 
raife up inftruments to do it, from whom fuch good fervice was 
not expected. The earth fometimes helpeth the woman, Rev. 
xi. 16. and thofe are made ufe of for the defence of religion 
that have religion themfelves. (3.) T’hat what is intended for 


_ the prejudice of the church, has oft, by the over-ruling provi-. 


dence of -God, been made ferviceable to it, Phil. i. 12. The 
enemies of the Jews, in appealing to Darius, hoped to get an 
order to fupprefs them, but initead of that, got ai order to. 
fupply them. hus, out of the eater comes forth meat. The 
apocryphal Efdras {or Ezra), Book I. chap. iii. and iv. 
gives another account of this decree in favour of the Jews, that 
Darius had vowed, if ever he came to the kingdom, he would. 
build the temple at Jerufalem, and that Zerubbabel, who was 
one of his attendants, (whereas it is plain, here he was now 
at Jerufalem), for making an ingenious difcourfe before him on» 


that fubject, [great is the truth, and will prevail, | was bid to. 


afk what recompence he would, and afked only for this order, 
in purfuance of the king’s vow. 
13 4 Then Tatnai, governor on this fide the. 
river, Shethar-boznai, and their companions, 
according to that which Darius the king had- 
fent, fo they did:{peedily.. 14,And the elders 
of the Jews builded,and they profpered through. 
the prophefying of Haggai the prophet, and Ze- . 
chariah the fon of Iddo; and.they builded and. 
finifhed. 27, according to the commaudment ot 


| ‘the God of Urael, and. according to the com-- 


mandment of Cyrus and Darius, and Artaxerxes 
king of Perfia. 15 And this. houfe was finifhed 
on the third day of the month Adar, which was 


in the fixth year of the reign of Darius the king. 
16.4] And the children of Lirael, the priefts and. 


the. Levites, and the reft of the children of the 
captivity, kept the dedication of this houfe of. 
God with joy, 17 And offered at the dedica-. 

tion: 


/ 


\ 
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tion of this houfe of God, an hundred bullocks, 
two hundred rams, four hundred lambs; and - 
for a fin-offering for all Ifrael, twelve he- goats, 
according to the number of the tribes of Ifrael. 
19 And they fet. the priefts in their divifions, and 
the Levites in their courfes, for the fervice of 
God which 7s at Jerufalem 5 as-it is written in 
the book of Mofes. 19 And.the children of the 
captivity kept the paflover, upon the fourteenth 
day of the firt month. 20 For the priefts and 
the Levites were purified together, all of them 
were pure, and killed the paflover for all the 
children of the captivity, and for their brethren 
the priefts, and for themfelves. 21 And. the 
children of Ifrael, which were come again out 
of captivity,and all fuchas had feparated them- 
{elves unto them, from the filthinets of the hea- 
then of the land,to feek the Lorp God of Ifrael, 
did eat. 22 And kept the feaft of unleavened 
bread feven days with joy: for the Lorn had 
made them joyful, and turned the heart of the 
king of Affyria unto them, to ftrengthen their 


hands in the work of the houfe of God, the God 


of Lrael. . 


_ Here we have, 

_ 1. The Jews enemies made their friends. 
ceived this order from the king, they came with as much hafte 
‘to encourage and afhft the work, as their predeceflors had to 
puta {top to it, chap.iv. 23. What the king ordered they 
did, and becaufe they would not be thought to do it with re- 

~ lu@ancy, they did it /peedily, ver. 13. The, kings moderation 
_made them, contrary to their own inclination, moderate too. 

2. The building of the temple'carried on and finifhed in a lit- 
tle time, ver. 14, 15: Now the elders of the Jews builded 
with chearfulnefs. For ought I know, the elders themfelves 

— Jaboured at it. with their own hands ; and if they did, it was 
no difparagement to their elderfhip, but an encouragement to 
the other workmen. (1.) They found themfelves bound to 


it by the commandment of the God of Lrael, who had given - 


then power, that they might ufe it in his fervice. (2.). They 


found themfelyés fhamed into it by the commandment of the _ 


Heathen kings, Cyrus formerly, Darius now, and Artaxerxes 
fome time after. Can the elders of the Jews be remifs in this 
good work, when. thefe foreign princes appear fo warm in it? 
Shall native Ifraelites grudge their pains and care about. this 
building, when ftrangers grudge not to be at the expence of it? 
(3.) ‘ihey found themfelves encouraged in it by the prophecy- 


ing of Haggai and Zechariah, who, it is likely, reprefented to . 
them (as Bifhop Patrick fnggefts) the wonderful goodnefs of | 
God, in inclining the heart of the king of Perfia to fayour | 


chem thus. And now the work went on fo profperoufly, that 
in four years time it was brought to perfection. ds for God, 
his work is perfea@. The gofpel-church, that fpiritual temple, 
is long in the building, but it will: be finifhed at laft, when the 


myftical body is completed. Every believer is a living temple, 


building up himfelf in bis moft holy faith. Much oppofition is 
given to this work by Satan and our own corruptions: we trifle 
and proceed in it with many ftops and’ paufes, “but he that 
has begun the work will fee it performed, and will bring forth 
judgment unto victory. Spirits of juft meni will be made perfect. 


ROA, 


_ children of the captivity or tran[portation; which intimates, that 


hereby taken. of their mean and afflicted 


| great trial of affliction, the abundance of their joy, and th 


When they re- 


Chap. 1 


ie 

3. The dedication of the temple. When it was built be 
defigned only for facred ufes, now they Jhewed by anvex 
how it foould be ufed, which (faith Bifhop Patrick) is the p 
fenfe of the dedicate. They entered upon it. with folemn 
and_probably with a public declaration of the feparating of 
from common ufes, and the furrender of it to the honour of Gor 
to be employed in his worfhip. (1+) The perfons employed in 
this fervice were not only the prie/ts and Levites who officiated, © 
but the children of Trael, fome of each of the éqelve trib 
though Judah and Benjamin were: the chief, and the reff of t 


‘there were many befides the children of Iffael, of other na 
tions, who tranfported themfelves with them, and become pri 
felytes to. their religion ; unlefs we read it, even the remnant 
the children of the captivity, and then, we may fuppofe, notice 
condition, becaufe 
the confideration of that helped to make them devout and fe 
ous in this and other religious exercifes. A fad change! 
children of Lfrael are become children of the captivity, and t 
appears but a remnant of them neither ; according to that pi 
dition, Ifa. vii. 3. Shearjafhub, The remnant, {hall returns (2 
The-facrifices that were offered upon this occafion, were Sul- 
locks, rams, and lambs, ver. 1'7. for burnt-offerings, and peace-_ 
offerings, nothing for number, in comparifon with what had _ 
been offered at the dedicetion of Solomon’s temple, but, being. 
according to their prefent ability, it was accepted, for after Z 


poverty, abounded to the riches of their liberality, 2 Cor. vith. 2 
Thefe hundreds were more to them, than Solomon’s tho’ 
{ands were to him. But, befides thefe, they offered twelv 
he-goats for fin-offerings, one for every tribe, to make atone: 
ment for their fins, which they looked upon as neceffary, in 
order to the acceptance of their fervices. Thus, by gettin 
niquity taken away, they would free themfelves from that 
had been the {ting of their late troubles, and, if not remo) 
would be a worm at the root of their prefent. comforts. 
This fervice was performed with joy ; they. 

fee the temple built, and the concerns of 1 
Letus learn to welcome holy ordinance 


No beauty like the beauty of-holinefs. § 
4. The celebration of the paffover in the 
ple. Now they were. newly delivered out of the 
Babylon, it-was feafonable to commemorate 
out of their bondage in Egypt.. Frefh mer 
in mind of former mercies. We-may fupy 
the paffover, after a fort, every year fince t 
had an altar and a tabernacle. But 
quent. difturbances. from, their 
} room, and had not convenienc 
could not doit, with due folemnity, 
and now they made a joyful. feltive 
next month after the temple was finifhed an 
Notice is here taken, (1.) Of the puitty 


i 


Chap. VIL. } 


Levites that Ailled the paffover, ver. 20. In Hezekiah’s time, 
they were many of them under blame for not purifying them- 
felyes. But now it is obferved to their praife, thatthey were 
purified together as one man, {o the word is ; they were:unani- 
mous both in their refolutions, and in their endeavours, to make 
and keep'themfelves ceremonially clean for this folemnity : they 


_ joined together in their preparations, that they might help one 
ahd a 
another, fo that all of them were pure to. a man. 


The purity of 
vainifters adds much to the beauty of their miniftrations, fo doth 
their unity. (2.) Of the profelytes that communicated with 
them in this ordinance. All fuch as had feparated themfelves 
unto them, had left their country and the fuperftitions of it, and 


- calt in their.lot with the Lracl of God, and had turned from 


the filthinefs of the heathen in the land, both their idolatries and 


their immoralities, 4o feck the Lord God of Ifrael, as their God, 


did eat the paflover. See how the profelytes, the converts, 
are defcribed ; they feparate themfelves from the filthinefs of 
fin, and fellowthip with finners, join themfelves to the Tfrael of 
-- God in conformity and communion, and fet themfelves to feek 
the God of Ifrael; and thofe that do fo in fincerity, though 
~ ftrangers and foreigners, are welcome to eat of the gofpel-fealt 
as fellow-citizens with the faints and of the houfehold of God. 
(3.) OF the great pleafure and fatisfa@ion wherewith they keep 


| the feaff of unleavened bread, ver. 22. the Lord made them joyful, 


had given them both caufe.to rejoice. and hearts to rejoice. It 


was now about twenty years fince the foundation of this tem- 


ye 


RY 


- ple was laid, and we'may fuppofe the old men that then wept 
. at the remembrance of the firft temple, were moft of them 
_ dead by this time, fo that now there was no tears mingled 


~ with their joys. Thofe that are upon good grounds joyful, 


hhave therefore reafon to be thankful, becaufe it is God. that 


_ makes them to rejoice. He is the fountain whence all the {treams 


of our joy flow. God has’ promifed to all thofe who take 
hold of his covenant, that be will make them joyful in his houfe 
@ prayer. ‘The particular occafion they had for, joy at. this 
- time was, that God had turned the heart of the emperor to 


— them to ffrengthen their hands. 1 thofe that have been, or 


we feared would have been, again{t us prove to be for us, we 
may rejoice in it as a token for good, that our ways plea/e the 


Lord, Prov. xvi. 7. and he mutt have the glory of it. 


Ua aAcR Se VAT: 


 Exra’s precious name faluted us at firf in the title of the 


book, but in the hftory, we have not met with it, wll this 
chapter introduce:h him inio public adion, in another reign, 
that of Artaxerxes. ZLerubbubel and Fefbua, we will 
Suppofe by this time to be grown old, if not gone offs nor 
_ hear we any more of Haggar and Zechariah ; they bave 
_ spinifbed their teflimony. 
af God and Ifracl, when thife ufeful infiruments are lard 
afide? Truft-God, who has the refidue of the fpirit, to raife 
up others in their room. Ezra here, and Nehemiah in the 
next book, areas ferviceable in their days, as thofe were 
in thews. Here is, 1. An account in general of Exra hin- 
Self, and of bis expedition to Jerufalem for the pubhe good, 
ver. 1,—10. Il. 4 copy of the commiffion which Artax- 
erwes gave, ver. 11,26. ILI. His thankfulnefs to God 
for it, ver. 27, 28. The next chapter will give us amore 
particular narrative of his affociates, bis journey, and ar- 
rival at Yerufalem. oer? 


KT OW after thefe things, in the reign of Ar 


taxerxes king of Perfia, Ezra the fon of 


_ Seraiah, the fon of Azariah, the fon of Hilkiah, 
_ 2The fon of Shallum, the fon of Zadok, the fon 


of Ahitub, 3 The fon of Amariah, the fon of 
wneiVon. If. 


What fhall become of the caufe | 
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Azariah, the fon of Meraioth, 4 The fon of Ze 

rahiah, the fon of Uzzi, the fon of Bukki, 5’‘The 
fon of Abifhua, the fon of Phinéhas, the ton of 
Eleazar,the fon of Aaron the chief prieft: 6 This 
Ezra went up from Babylon, and he was a rea- 
dy fcribe-in the law of Mofes, which the Lorp 
God of Ifrael had given: and the king had 
granted him all his requeft, according to the 
hand of the Lorp his God upon him. 7 And 
there went up /ome of the children of Ifrael,and 
of the priefts,-and the Levites, and the fingers, 
and the porters, and the Nethinims, unto Jeru- 
falem, in the feventh year of Artaxerxes the 
king. 8 And he came to ferufalem in the fifth 
month, which was inthe feventh year of the 
king. 9For upon the firft day of the firft month 
began he to go up from Babylon, and on the 
firtt day of the fifth month came he to Jerufa- 
lem, according to the good hand of his God up- 
on him. 10 For Ezra had prepared his heart 
to feek the law of the Lorn, and to do z¢, and 
to teach in Ifrael ftatutes and judgements. 


Here is, 1. Ezta’s pedigree. He was one of the fons of 
Aaron, a prieft. Him God chofe to be an inftrument of good 
to Ifrael, that he might put honour upon the priefthood, the 
glory of which had been much eclipfed by the captivity. He 
is faid to be the fon of Seraiah, that Seraiah, as is fuppofed, 
whom the king of Babylon put to death, when he facked Je- 
rufalem, 2 Kings xxv. 18, 21. If we take the fhorteft com- 
putation, it was feventy-five years fince Seraiah died, and ma- 
ny reckon it much longer; and becaufe we will fuppofe Ezra 
called out in the prime of his time to public fervice, do there- 
fore think that Seraiah was not his immediate parent, but his 
grandfather, or great-grandfather ; but he was the firft eminent 
perfon that occurred in his genealogy upwards, which is carried 
up here as high as Aaron, but leaving out many for brevity’s 
fake, which may be fupplied from 1 Chron. vi. 4, &c. . He 
was younger brother, or his father was Jozadak, the father of © 
Jefhua, fo that he was not-high prielt, but nearly allied to the “ 
high prieft. . ; 

2. His good charaéter ; though of the younger houfe, his 
perfonal qualifications made him very eminent. 

iff, He was a.man of great learning.. A fcribe, a ready 
Scribe in the law of Mofes, ver. 6. He was very much conver= 
fant with the fcriptures, efpecially the writings of Mofes, had — 
the words ready, and was well acquainted with ‘the fenfe and 
meaning of them. It is to be feared, learning run low among 
the Jews in Babylon; but Ezra was inftrumental to revive it. 
The Jews fay, he collected and collated all the copies of the 
law he could find out, and publifhed an accurate edition of it, 
with all the prophetical books, hiftorical and poetical, that were 
given by divine infpiration, and fo made up the canon of the 
Old Teftament; with the addition of the prophecies and hifto- 
ries of his owntime, which, if he were raifed up of God, and 
{pirited to do, all generations have reafon to call him bleffed, 
and blefs God for him. God fent to the Jews prophets and 
Jeribes, Mat. xxiii. 34. Ezra went under the latter denomina- 
tion ; now prophecy was about to ceafe, it was time to promote 
{cripture-knowledge, purfuant to the counfel of God by the laft 
of the prophets, Mal. iv. 4. Remember the law of Mofes. Gof- 


pel-minifters are called /cribes inflrudted to the kingdom of hea- 
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* there ; and none went, but thole who/e /pirits God raifed, to 
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wen, Mat. xii. 52. New Teftament feribes, . It was pity fuch 
a worthy name as this fhould be worn as it was, in the dege- 
nerate ages of the Jewifh church, by men that were profeffed 
enemies to Chrift and his gofpel: Wo unto you, Jcribes and 
Pharifees, who were learned in the letter of the law, but {tran- 
gers to the fpirit of it. 


adly, He was a man of great piety and holy zeal: ver. Ic. 


He had prepared his heart to feck the law of the Lord, &c. 
(1.) That which he chofe for his ftudy was the law of the Lord. 
The Chaldeans, among whom he was born and bred, were 
famed for literature, <fpecially the ftudy of the ftars, to which, 
being a bookifh man, we may fuppofe Ezra was tempted to ap- 
ply himfelf; but he got over the temptation, the law of his 
God was more to him, than all the writings of their magicians 
and aftrologers, which he knew enough of, with good reafon 
to defpife them. (2.) He fought the law of the Lord, 1. e. he 
made it his bufinefs to inquire into it ; fearched the {criptures, 
and fonght the knowledge of God, and his mind and will in the 
{criptures, which is to be found there, but not without feeking. 
(3-) He made confcience of doing according to it; fet it before 
him as his rule, formed his fentiments and temper by it, and ma- 
naged himfelf in his whole converfation according to it. ‘This 
ufe we muft make of our knowledge of the fcriptures ; for happy 
are we, if we do what we know of the will of God. (4.) He 
fet himfelf to teach Ifrael the {tatutes and judgments of that 
Jaw. What he knew, he was willing to communicate for the 
good of others ; for the miniftration of the [pirit 1s given to eve- 
ry man to profit withal. But oblerve the method; he firft 
learned, and then taught ; fought the law of the Lord, and fo 
laid vp a gocd treafure, and then initruéted others, and laid out 
what he had laid up. Fie alfo firft did, and then taught, praétifed 
the commandments himfelf, and then directed others in the 
pratice of them. Thus his example confirmed his doctrine. 
_(5-) He prepared his heart to do all this, or fixed his heart. 
He took pains in his ftudies, and thoroughly furnifhed himfelf 
for what he defigned, and then put on refolution to proceed 
and perfevere in them, and thus he became a ready {cribe. 
Mofes in Egypt, Ezra in Babylon, and both in captivity, were 
wonderfully fitted for eminent fervices to the church. 
_ 3. His expedition to Jerufalem for the good of his country. 
He zvent up from Babylon, ver. 6. and in four months time 
came to Jerufalem, ver. 8. It was ftrange fuch a man as he 
ftaid fo long in Babylon, after his brethren were gone up ; but 
God fent him not thither, till he had work for him to do 


go up. Some think this Artaxerxes was the fame with that 
Darius, whofe decree we had, chap. vi. and that Ezra came 
the very year after the temple was finifhed, that was the fixth 
year, this the feventh, ver. 8. So Dr Lightfoot. My worthy 
and learned friend, lately deceafed, Mr ‘Fallents, in his chro- 
nological tables, placeth it about fifty-feven years after the fi- 
nifhing of the temple; others further on: I have only to ob- 
ferve, (1.) How kiod the king was to him? He granted him 
all his requeff, whatever he defired, to put him into a capacity 
to ferye his country. (2.) How kind his people were to him : 
When he went, many more went with him, becaufe they defi- 
red not to ftay in Babylon when he was gone thence, and be- 
caufe they would venture to dwell in Jerufalem, when he was 
gone thither. (3.) How kind his God was to him: he ob- 
tained this favour from his king and country, by the good hand 
of the Lord that qas upon him, ver. 6, 9. Note, Every crea- 
ture is that to us that God makes it to be, and from him our 
judgment proceeds. As the events that fhall be we muft fee 
in God’s hand, fo the events that are we muft fee God’s hand in, 
and acknowledge him with thankfulnefs, when we haye reafon 


tocall it his good hand. 
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the province of Babylon, with the free-will-of- 


| in Jerufalem: 17That thou mayft buy fpeedily 


thou fhalt have occafion to beftow, beftow 7 out 
of the king’s treafure-houfe. 
- Artaxerxes the king, do make a decree to all 


bute, or cuflom upon them. 25 And. thov 
ares i 


11 4 Now this is the copy of the letter that 9 
the king. Artaxerxes gave unto Ezra the prieft, | 
the feribe, even a fcribe of the words of the com- © 
mandments of the Lorp, and of his flatutes to } 
lfrael. 12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, Unto Ez- 9} 
ra the prieft, a fcribe of the law of the God of @ 
heaven, perfect peuce, and at juch a time. 13 
I make a decree, that all they of the people of 
Ifrael, and of his priefts, and Levites in my realm, 
which are minded of their own free will to go 
up to Jerufalem, go with thee. 14 Forafmuch 
as thou art fent of the king, and of his feven 
counfellors, to inquire concerning Judah and 
Jerufalem, according to the law of thy God 
which is in thine hand: 15 And to carry the 
filver and gold, which the king and his coun- 
fellors have freely offered unto the God of Ifrael, 
whofe habitation is in Jerufalem. 16 And all 
the filver and gold that thou canft find in all © 


fering of the people, and of the priefts, offering 
willingly for the houfe of their God, which is — 


with this money, bullocks, rams, lambs, with © 
their meat-offerings, and their drink-offerings, 
and offer them upon the altar of the houfe of — 
your God, which is in Jerufalem.- 18 And what- 
foever fhall feem good to thee, and to thy bre- 
thren, to do with the reft of the filver and gold, 
that do after the will of your God. 19 The vef- 
fels alfo that are given thee, for the fervice of - 
the houfe of thy God, tho/é deliver thou before - 
the God of Jerufalem. 20 And whatfoever more — 
{hall be needful for the houfe of thy God, which 


21 And I, even! - 


the treafurers which are beyond the river, that 
whatfoever Ezra the prieft,the {cribe of the law 
of the God of heaven, thall require of you, it b 
done fpeedily; 22 Unto an hundred talents of 
filver,and to an hundred meafures of wheat,and 
to an hundred baths of wine, and to an hundred 
baths of oil, and falt without prefcribing bow 
much, 23 Whatfoever is commanded by th 
God of heaven, let it be diligently done f 
houfe of the God of heaven: for why ~ 
there be wrath againft the realm of the kun 
and his fons? 24 Alfo we certify you, th 
touching any of the priefts and Levites, finge 
porters, Nethinims, or minifters of this houfe 
God, it fhall not be lawful to impofe toll, tr 


after the wifdom of thy God, that i 1 


= 


, 


Chap. Vil. 


thine hand, fet magiftrates. and judges, which 
may judge all the people that are beyond the 
river, all fuch as know the laws of thy God; 
and teach ye them that knowshem not. 26 And 
whofoever will not do the law of thy God, and 
the law of the king, let judgment be executed 
fpeedily upon him, whether 7t de unto death, or 
to banifhment, or to confifcation of goods, or to 
unprifonment. 

We have here the commiffion which the Perfian eniperot 
granted to Ezra, giving him authority to aét for the good of 
the Jews ; and it is very ample and full, and beyond what 
could be expected. The commiffion runs, we fuppofe, in the 
ufual form. 
for any mortal man to aflame. » He was indeed king of fome 
kings ; but to fpeak as if he were king of all kings, is to ufurp 
his prerogative, who hath all power both in heaven and in carth. 
He fends greeting to his trufty and well-beloved Ezra, whom 
he calls /eribe of the law of the God of heaven, ver. 124; a title 
which (it feems by this) Ezra valued himfelf by, and defired 
no other, no not when he was advanced tothe proconfular dig- 
nity. He reckoned it more his honour to be a feribe of God’s 
Jaw, than to be a peer or prince of the empire. Let us ob- 
ferve the articles of this commiffion. 

1. He gave Ezra leave to go up to Jerufalem, and as many 
of his countrymen as pleafed to go up with him, ver. 13. He 
and they were captives, and therefore they would not quit his 
dominions without his royal licence. 

2. He gives him authority to inquire into the affairs of Ju- 
dah and Jerufalem, ver. 14. The rule of his inquiry was to be 
the law of bis God which was in his hand; whether the Jews 
in their religion had and did according to that law; whether 
the temple was built, the priefthood fettled, and the facrifices 
offered conformable to the divine appointment ; if, upon ingui- 
ry, he found any thing amifs, he maft fee to get it mended, 
and, like Titus in Crete, mult /et in order the things that were 
wanting, Tit.i. 5. Thus is God’s law magnified and made 
honourable, and thus are the Jews reftored to their ancient 

privilege of governing themfelves by that law, and are no long- 
er under the flatutes that were not good, the {tatutes of their 
_ oppreffors, Ezek. xx. 25. 
3. He intrufts him with the money that was freely given by 
the king himfelf and his counfellors, and collected among his 
fubjeats for the fervice of the houfe of God, ver. 15, 16. Let 
- this be taken notice of, (1.) To the honour of God, as the 
one only living and true God ; for even thofe that'worfhipped 


other gods, were fo convinced of the fovereignty of the God. 


of Ifrael, that they were willing to be at charge to recommend 
themfelves to his favour. See Pfal. xlv. 12. Ixviii. 29. (2-) 
To the praife of this Heathen king; that he honoured the 
God of Ifrael, though his worfhippers were a defpicable hand- 
fal of poor men, that were not able to bear the charges of theit 
own religion, and were now his vaffals; and that though he 
was not wrought upon to quit his own fuperftitions, yet he pro- 


tected and encouraged the Jews in their religion, and did not | 


only fay, Be ye warmed and be ye filled, but gave them fach 
things as they needed. (3.) To the reproach of the memo- 
ry of the wicked kings of Judah. They that had been trained 
up in the knowledge and worfhip of the God of /rae/, and had 
his law, and his prophets, oft plundered and impoverifhed the 
temple, but here a Heathen prince enricheth it. Thus after- 
wards the gofpel was rejected by the Jews, but welcomed by 


the Gentiles. See Rom, xt. 114 Through their fall, falva- 


tion is come to the Gentiles, Acts xiii. 46. 


2s) ae ee 


Artaxerxes, ding of kings, that is too high a title. 
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Ezra is intrufted, (1.) To receive this money, and to carry 
it to Jerufalem; for he was a man of known integrity, whom 
they could confide in, that he would not convert that, nor the 
leaf{t part of it, to his own ufe, which was given to the public. 
We. find St Paul going to. Jerufalem upon fuch an errand, -ta 
bring alms to his nation, and offerings, A&ts xxiv. 17. (2+) 
To lay out this money in the beft manner, in facrifices to be 
offered upon the altar of God, ver. 17. and in whatever elfe 
he of his brethren thought fit, ver. 18.; With this limitation on- 
ly, that it be after the awill of your God, which they were better 
acquainted with than he was. Let the «will of our God be al- 
ways our rule in our expences, and particularly in what we lay 
out for his fervice. God’s work mutt always be done accord- 
ing to his will. Befides money, he had veflels alfo given him 
for the fervice of the temple, ver. 19. “Cyrus reftored what of 
right belonged to the temple; but thefe were given over.and 
above. Thus it receiweth its own with ufury. Thefe he mutt 
deliver before the God of Ferufalem, as intended for his honours 


- there where he had put his name. 


(4.) He draws him a bill, or warrant rather, upon the érea- 
furers on that fide the river, requiring them to furnifh him with 
what he had occafion for out of the king’s revenues, and place 
it to the king’s account, ver. 20, 21, 22, This was confi- 
derately done 5 for Ezra, being yet to inquire into the ftate of 
things, knew not what he fhould have occafion for, and was 
modeft in his demands : it was alfo kindly done, and eviden- 
ced a very great affection to the temple, and a great confidence 
in Ezra. It is the intereft of princes and great men to ufe their 
wealth and power, for the fupport and encouragement of reli- 
gion. And what elfe are great revenues good for, but that they 
enable men to do much good of this kind, if they have but 
hearts to do it. - 

5. He chargeth him that nothing fhould be wanting, that 
was requifite to be done in or about the temple, for the honour 
of the God of Ifrael. Obferve in this charge, ver. 23. how 
honourably he fpeaks of God; he had called him before the 
God of Ferufalem ; but here, left it fhould be thought he look- 
ed upon him as a local deity, he calls him twice, with great 
veneration, the God of heaven : How ftridtly he eyes the word 
and law of God, whieh, it is likely, he had read and admir- 
ed; whatfoever is commanded by your God,(whofe inftitutions, 
though he wrote himfelf ding of fings, he would not prefume, 
in the leaft iota, or title, to add to), let it be done, let it be 
diligently done, with cate and fpeed. And how folicitoufly 
he deprecates the wrath of God, Why /hould there be wrath a- 
gainft the realm ? The negleét-and contempt of religion. brings 
the judgments of Ged upon kings and kingdoms ; and the like- 
licft expedient to turn away his wrath, when it is ready ‘to 
break out againft a people, is to fipport and encourage religion. 
Would we fecure our peace and profperity, let us take care, 
that the caufe of God be not ftarved. : 

6. He difchargeth all the minifters of the temple from pay- 
ing taxes to the government, from the greatelt of the priefts to 
the leaft of the Nethinims. It fhall not be lawful for the 
king’s officers to impofe that toll, tribute, or cuftom upon them, 
which the other king’s fubje€ts paid, ver. 24. This put a 
great honour upon them, as free denizens of the empire, and, 
would gain them refpe& as favourites of the crown: and it 
gave them liberty to attend their miniffry with more chearful- 
nefs and frejdom. We fuppofe it was only what they need- 
ed for thea #lves and their families, and the maintenance of 
their arin yy, that was hercby allowed to come to them cuf- 
tom-free.° ff any of them fhould take occafion from this pri- 
vilege to meddle in’ trade and merchandize, they juftly lofe the 
benefit of it. 

. He empowers Ezra to nominate and appoint judges and 

sL2 magiftrates 
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magiltrates for all the Jews on that fide the river, ver. 25, 26. 
}t was a great favour to the Jews to have fuch nobles of them- 
felves, and efpecially to have them of Ezra’s nomination. (TH) 
All that knew the laws of Exra’s God,i. e. all that profefled the 
Jewith religion, were to be under the jurifdiction of thefe judges; 
which intimates that they were exernpted from the juridiction 
of the Heathen magiftrates. (2.) Thefe jndges were allowed 
and encouraged to make profelytes : Let them teach the laws 
of God to thofe that do not know them. Though he would not 
turn few himfelf, he cared not how many of his fubjeéts. did. 
{3.) They are authorifed to enforce the judgments they gave, 
and the orders they’ made conformable to the law of God, 
(which was hereby made the law of the ting), with fevere 
penalties, imprifonment, banifhment, fine, or death, according 
as their law directed. They are not allowed to’ make new Jaws, 
but fee the laws of God duely executed; and therefore they 
are intrufted with the fword, that they may be a ¢error to evil 

- doers, — What could Jehofhaphat, or Hezekiah, or David him- 
felf as king, have done more for the honour of God, and the 
furtherance of religion ! 


27 4 Blefied be the Lorp God of our father, 
which hath put /uch a thing as this in the king’s 
heart, to beautify the houfe of the Lorn which 
7s in Jerufalem: 28 And hath extended mercy 
unto me, before the king and _ his counfeilors, 
and before all the king’s mighty princes: and 
I was ftrengthened as the hand of the Lorp my 
God was upon me, and I gathered together out: 
of Ifrael, chief men to go up with me. — 

Ezra cannot proceed in his ‘{tory, without inferting this 
thankful acknowledgment of the goodnefs of God to him and 
his people in this matter. As foon as ‘he has concluded the 
King’s commiflion, inftead of fubjoining, God fave the king, 
though that had been proper enough ; he adds, Bieffed Le the 
Lord ; for we mult in every thing give thanks, and whatever 
accurrences pleafe us, we muft own God’s hand in them, and 
praife his name. ‘Two things Ezra bleffed God for. 

1. For his commifion. We fuppofe he kiffed the king's 


~ hand for it 3 but that was not all: Bleffed be God, (faith he) | 
that-put fuch a thing as this into the kings heart. God can put. 


things into mens hearts, which would not arife there of them- 
felves, and into their heads too, both by his providence and by 
his grace, in things pertaining both to life and godlinefs. If any 
good appéar to be in our own hearts, or in thehearts of others, 
we muft own it was God that put it there, and blefs him for. 
it; for it is he that worketh in us both to will and to do that 
which is good. When princes and magiltrates act for the fup- 
preflion of vice, and the encouragement of religion, we mutt 


thank. God, that put it into their hearts to do fo, as much as if | 


they had granted'us fome particular favour, When God’s houfe 
was built, Ezra rejoiced in what was done to beautify it. We 
read not of any orders given to paint, or gild it, or garnifh it 
with precious ftones; but to be fure that. the ‘ordinances of 
God were duly adminiftered there conf{tantly, and carefully, and 
exactly, according to the inftitution; and that was indeed the 
beautifying ofthe temple. 

2. Kor the encouragement he had to.aé in pusfuance of: his 
‘commifiion, ver. 23, He has extended mercy to motyThe king, 
in the honour he did him, we may fuppofe had af eye to his 
merits, and preferred him, becaufe he looked upon him’to be a 
very fenfible, ingenious man: but he himfelf afcribes it purely 
_ to God’s mercy, that it was it that recommended him to the 
favour of his prince, Ezra himfelf wasa man of.courage, yet 


EL Res 


. God’s hand : I war ftrengthened to undertake the fervices, as 


‘went up with me from Babylon, in the reign of e 


fons alfo of Adin ; Ebed: the fon of Jonathan, 


| him feventy males.- 8 And of the fons of She- 


he attributes his en¢ouragement, not to his own heart, but to 


the hand of the Lord my God was upon me, to diveé&t and fup- — 
port me. If God gives us his hand, we are bold and ‘chearful 5 y 
if he withdraw it, we ate weak as water. Whatever fervice 
we are enabled todo for God and our generation, God muft | 
have all the glory of it. Strength, for it is derived from him, 
and therefore the praife of it muft be given to him, 


C AAP EAT OS ee 
This chapter gives us a more particular narrative of E%ra’s 
journey to Ferufalem, which we had a general account of — 
in the foregoing chapter. 1. The company, that went up 
awith him, ver. 1,—20. IL. The /olemn faft which he kept 
with his company, to implore God?s prefence with them in 

this ourney, ver. 21,—23. Ill. Lhe care he took. of the 

treafure be had with him, and the charge be gave the pricis 
concerning it, to whole cuflody he committed tt, ver. 2.4-— 
30. IV. The care God took of him and his company in 
the way, ver. 31. V. Thar fafe arrival at F-rufalem, 
where they aelivered their treafure to the priefts, Ver. 335: ~ 
34.-their commiffions to the king*s heutenants, yer. 36. of- 

fered facrificrs to God, ver. 35. and then applied themfelves- 
to their bufine/s. bag Wa rede 
HESE are now the chief of their fathers, 
and this is the genealogy of them that 


Artaxerxes. the king.. 2 Of the fons of Phine- 
has; Gerfhom: of the fons of Ithamar; Da- - 
niel :; of the fons of David; Hattufh: 3 Of the 

fons of Shechaniah, of the fons of Pharofh ; Ze- 

chariah: and with him were réckoned by ge- 
nealogy of the males, an hundred and fifty. Of — 
the fons of Pahath-moab ; Elihoenai the fon of 
Zerahia, and with him two hundred males. 5 | 
Of the fons of Shechaniah ; the fon of Jahaziel, 
and with him three hundred males. 6 Of the 


and aith him fifty males. 7 And ofthe fonsof | 
Elam ; Jefhaiah the fon of Athaliah, and with 


phatiah ; Zebadiah the fon of Michael, and with 
him fourfcore males. 9 Of the fons of Joab; — 
Obadiah the fon of Jehiel, and with him two — 
hundred and eighteen males. 10 ‘And of the 
fons of Shelomith; the fon of Jofiphiah, and. 
with him an hundred and threefeore males. 11 
And of the fons of Bebai; Zecliariah the fon 
of Bebai, and with him twenty and eight males. 
12 And of the fons of Azgad ; Johanan, the fon. ae 
of Hakkatan, and with him an hundred and ten — 
males. 13 And of the laft fons of Adonikam, — ~ 
whofe names are thefe, Eliphelet, Jeiel,and She: 
maiah, and with them threefcore males. 14 Of” 
the fons. alfo of Bigvai; Uthai and Zabbud, and 
with them feventy males: 15 4 Andi gathered: — 
them together to the river that runneth to A- 
hava; and there abode we in'tents three days: | 
: Oe oe 


 ‘underftand it to their honour, that now. all the fons of that fa- 


~ our God. 
God upon us, they brought us a man of under- 


Chap. VILL. 
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and I viewed the people, and the priefts, and 
found there none of the fons of Levi. 16 ‘Then 
fent I for Eliezer, for Ariel, for Shemaiah, and 
for Elnathan, and for Jarib, and for Elnathan, 
‘and Nathan, and for Zechariah, and for Mefhul- 
lam, chief men ; alfo for Joiarib, and for EIna- 
than, men of underftanding. 17 And 1 fent 
them with commandment unto Iddo the chief, 
at the place Cafiphia, and I told them what 
they fhould fay unto Iddo, and to his brethren 
the Nethinims, at:the place Cafiphia, that they 
fhould bring unto us minifters for the houfe of 
18 And by the good hand of our 


ftanding, of the fons of Mahli, the fon of Levi, 
the fon of Hrael, and Sherebiah, with his fons 


and his brethren, eighteen; ‘9 And Hafhabiah, 


and with him Jefhaiah of the fons of Merai, his 
brethren and their fons, twenty ; 20 Alfo of the 
Nethinims, whom David and the princes had 


‘appointed for the fervice of the Levites, two 


hundred and twenty Nethinims: all of them 


were expreffed by name. | 


Ezra having received his commiflion from the king, beats up 


_ bylon, is difpofed to go to Jerufalem, now the temple there is 
finifhed, and the temple-fervice fet a going, now is their time. — 


- mounting in all to one thoufand four hundred ninety and fix. 


nikam, ver. 13. which fome underftand to their difpraife, that 


for volunteers, as it were, fets up an enfign to affemble the out- 


calts of Ufrael, and the difperfed of Judah, Ifa, xi. 12. Who- | 


ever of the fons of Sion, that dwell with the daughters of Ba- 


‘Now one would think that, under fuch a leader, with fach en- 
couragements, all the Jews fhould at length have /baten them- 
felves from their duff, and loofed the bands of their neck, accord- 
ing to that call, Ifa. lili. 1, 2, &c. 1 wonder how any of them 
could read that chapter, and yet flay behind. But multitudes 
did, that loved their eafe better than their religion, thought 
themfelves well where they were, and either believed not that 
Jerufalem would better their condition, or durft not go thither 
‘through any difficulties. But here we are told, 


1. That fome offered themfelves willingly to go with Ezra. 
-'The heads of the feveral families are here named, for their ho- 


-nour, and the numbers of the males that each brought in, a- 


Two priefts are named, ver. 2. and one of the fons of David ; 
“but it fhould feem they came without their familiés,, probably 
intending to fee how they liked Jerufalem, and then either to 
fend for their families, or return to them, as they faw caufe. 
Several of their families, or clans, here named, we had before, 
chap. ii. ‘Then fome went up from them, now more, as God 
inclined their hearts: fome were called into the vineyard at 
the third hour, others. not till the eleventh: yet even thofe 
were not rejected. But here we read of the /a/? fons of Ado- 


‘they were the laft that lifted themfelves ‘under Ezra; I rather 


‘mily returned, and none ftaid behind. 

2. That what Levites went-in this company, were ina man- 
ner preffed into,the fervice.. Ezra appointed a general ren- 
dezvous of all his company, at a certain place. upon newyears- 


day, the firft day of the firft month, chap. vii. 9. then and | 
there he took a view of them, and multered them, and (which ' 


ae OVAL : 825 
was ftrange) found there none of the fons of Levi, ver. 17. Some 
prielts there were, but none other that were Levites: Where 
was the fpirit of that facred tribe! Ezraa prieft, like Mofes, 
proclaims, Who ts on the Lord’s fide 2? And they, unlike to 
Levi,’ fhrink, and defire to abide among the fheepfolds, to hear 
the bleatings of ihe flock. Synagogues, we fuppofe, they had 
in Babylon;in which they prayed and preached, and kept fab- 
baths ;/and_ when they could not have better, they had reafon 
to be thankful for them: bat now the temple at Jerufalem was 
opened, to the fervice of which they were ordained, they ought 
to have preferred the gates of Sion before all thofe fynazogues : 
it is upon record here to their reproach, but te// it not in Gath. 
Ezra, when he obferved that he had no Leyites in his retinue, 
was much at a lofs: he had money enough, for the fervice of 
the temple, but wanted men. “The king and princes had more 


. than done their part, but the fons of Levi. had not half done 


theirs. Eleven men, chief men, and'men of under{tanding, he 
chufes out of his company, to: be employed for the filling up 
of this lamentable vacancy. And here we are told, 

1/, How well they were fent, that Ezra fent-them to a pro- 
per place, where there was a college of Levites, the place Cas 


fiphia, probably: a ftreet or fquare it’ Babylon, allowed for thax ——————~ 


purpofe; (Silver-{treet, one may call-it, for Cefep» figvities GE 
ver ;) he fent them to a proper perfon, to Iddo; the chief -pre- 
fident of the college; not to. urge him’ to come-himfelf, we will 
fuppofe him to be old, and unfit for fach a remove, but to fend 
fome of the juniors, m niflers for the houfe of our God, ver. 17. 
The farnifhing of God’s houfe with good minifters, is a good 
work, and which will redound to. the comfort and credit of all 
that have any hand in it. : 
2dly, How well they fped: They did not return without 
their errand, but though the warning was fhort, they brought 
about forty Levites to attend Ezra, Sherebiah, ncted for a ve- 
ry intelligent man, and 18 with him, ver. 18: Hathabiah and 
Jefhaiah, and twenty with them, ver. 19. By this it appears 
they were not averfe to go, but were flothful, and only: wanted 
to be called upon to go. What pity is it thamgood men fhould 
omit a good work, merely for want of being fpoken to 5 pity 
they fhould need it, and, if they do, pity they fhould want it. 
Of the Nethinims, the fervitors of the facred college, the /pecies: 
infima of the temple-minifters,. more appeared: forward to go~ 
than of the Levites:themfelves. Of them two hundred and 
twenty, upon this haity fammons,. lifted themfelves, and had 
the honour to be expreffed: by name in Ezra’s multer-roll, ver... 
20.. Thus (faith Ezra): were we furnifhed with Levites, dy 
the good hand of God upon us. If, where minifters have been 
wanting, the vacancies are well fupplied; let God have the glo- 
ry, and his good hand qualifying them for the fervice, inclining: 
them to it, and then opening a door of opportunity for them. . 


21 § Then I proclaimed a faft there, at the’ 
river Ahava, that we might afflict ourfelves: be- 
fore our God, to feek of him a right way for us, 
and for our little: ones; and forall ourfubftances. 


‘92 For I was afhamed to require of the king a 


band of foldiers and horfemen, to help us. againit 
the enemy in the way + becaufe we had fpokem 
unto the king; faying, the hand’ of our God's 
upon-all them for good,. that feek him,.but his: 
power and his wrath is. againft all them that for. 
fake him...23 So we fafted and befought our: 

God for this, and he was intreated of us.. 
Ezra has procured. Levites to go along with him, but: what’ 
will 


f 
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qwill that avail, unlefs he have God with him? That is there- 
' fore his chief care. In all our ways we muft acknowledge 
God, and in thefe particularly wherein we are endeavouring to 
{erve the intereft of his kingdom among men; Ezra doth fo 
here. Obferve, 

1. The ftedfaft confidence he had in God, and in his gra- 
cious protection. He told the king (ver. 22.) what principle 
he went upon, that thofe who feek God are fafe under the 
fhadow of his wings, even in their greate(t dangers ; but thofe 
who forfake him are continually expofed, even then when 
they are moft fecure: God’s fervants have his power engaged 
for them, his enemies have it engaged againft them. This 
Ezra believed with his heart, and with his mouth made con- 
feflion of it before the king; and therefore he was afhamed to 
afk of the king a convoy, left thereby he fhould give occafion 


to the king, and thofe about him, to fufpect either God’s power 


to help his people, or Ezra’s confidence in that power. They 
that truft in God, and triumph in him, will be afhamed of 
feeking to the creature for protection, efpecially for ufing any 
forry {hifts for their own fafety, becaufe thereby they contra- 
di& themfelves, and their own confidence. Not but that thofe 
sho depend upon God, muft ufe proper means for their pre- 
fervation, and they not be afhamed to do it ; but when the ho- 
nour of God is concerned, one would rather expofe one’s felf, 
than do any thing to the prejudice of that, which ought to be 
dearer to us than our lives. 

2. The folemn application he made to God in that corifis 
dence : He proclaimed a faft, ver. 21. No doubt, he had 


himfelf begged of God direGion in this affair, from the firlt — 


time he had it in his thoughts: but for public mercies, public 


prayers muft be made; that all who are to fhare'in the comfort 


of it, may join in requeft for it. Their faiting was, (1.) To 
exprefs their humiliation, “This he declares to be the intent 


and meaning of it, that we might affic ourfelves before our 


God for our fins, and fo be qualified for the pardon of them. 

When we are entering upon any new condition of life, our 

care fhould be to bring none.of the guilt of the fins of our for- 

mer condition into it. When we are in any imminent peril, 

let us be fure to make our peace with God, and then we are 
»F ae 


fafe, nothing caik do us any real hurt. (2:) To excite their 
fupplications. Prayer was always joined with religious fafting. 


There errand to the throne of grace was to feck of God a right -| 


qay, i- e. to commit themfelves to the conduét of the divine 


providence, to put themfelves under the divine-proteétion, and | 


to beg of God to guide and keep them in their journey, and 


bring them fafely to their journey’s end. They were ftrangers 


in the road, were to march through their enemies countries, 


and had not a pillar of cloud and fire to lead them, as their | 


fathers had ;, but they, believed the power and favour of God, 


_and the miniftration of his angels, would be to them inftead of | 


that, and hoped by prayer to engage this for them. Note, All 


our concerns about ourfelves, our families, and our eftates, it | 
is our wifdom and duty, by prayer to commit to God, and — 


leave the care of them with him, Phil. iv. 6. 


3. The good fuccefs of their doing fo, ver, 23. We befought — 


our God by joint prayer, and he was intreated of us. hey 


shad fome comfortable affurance in their own miinds, that their — 
_ prayers were anfwered: and the event declared it, for never — 


any that fought God in earneft, fought -him in vain. 


24 4 Then | feparated twelve of the chief. 


of the priefts, Sherebiah, Hafhabiah, and ten of 
their brethren with them. 


fels, even the offering of the houfe of our God, 


Eo Zs Se, 


25:And weighed | 
- unto them the filver and the eold, and the vel. 


Chap. VI 


which the king, and his counfellors, and his 
lords, and all Ifrael there prefent, had offere 
26-I even weighed unto their hand, fix hun-~ 
dred and fifty talents of filver, and filver veffels — 
an hundred talents, avd of gold an hundred ~ 
talents: 27 Alfo twenty bafons of gold, of a ~ 
thoufand drams, and. two veiflels of fine copp 
precious as gold. 28 And I faid unto the: 
Ye are holy unto the Lorp, the veflels are ho- 
ly alfo, and the filver andthe gold are a free- 
will-offering unto the Lorp God of your fa 
thers. 29 Watch ye, and keep them, until y. 
weigh them before the chief of the priefts, and ~ 
the Levites, and chief of the fathers of Ifrael at © 
Jerufalem, in the chambers of the houfe of the © 
Lorp. 30 So took the priefts and the Levites, 7 
the weight-of the filver and the gold, and the 
veflels, to bring them to Jerufalem unto the 
houfe of our God. ee ee 
We have here an account of the particular care which Ezra 
took of the treafure he had with kim that belonged to God’s 
fanétuary. Obferve, (1.) Having committed the keeping of 1 
to God, he committed the keeping of it to proper men,- whofe 
bufinefs it maft be to watch it: though without God they watch 
in vain. Note, Our prayers muft always be feconded with — 
our endeavours 3 the care of Chrift’s gofpel, his church and. 
ordinances, mult not be fo left with him, but that it muft alfo- 
be committed to faithful men, 2 Tim. ii. 2. (2.) Having pray- 
ed to God to preferve all the.fubftance they had with them, 
he fhews himfelf efpecially folicitous for that part of it which 
belonged to the houfe of God, and was an offering to him. 
Do we expeét that God fhould by his providence keep that 
which belongs to us, let us by his grace keep that which be- 
longs to him. Let God’s honour and intereft be our care, 
and then we may expect that our lives and comforts will be 
his. Pei ; 
Obferve, t. The perfons to whom he delivered the offer. 
ings of the houfe of God. Twelve chief priefts, and as many 


. Levites he appointed to this truft, ver. 24, 30. who were 12 


bound by their office to take care of the things of God, and _ 
were in a particular manner to have the benefit of thefe facred. _ 
treafures. Ezra télls them why he put thofe things into theit - 
hands, ver. 28. Ye are holy unto the Lord, the weffels are holy 4 
alfo; and who fo fit to take cate of holy things as holy per- — 
fons? ‘Thofe that have the dignity and honour of the prieft- = 
hood, mult take along with it the truft and duty of it. The — 
prophet is foretelling the return of God’s people and minifters — 
out. of Babylon, when he gives that charge, Ta. liis 1 1, Be ye 
clean that bear the wefjels of the Lord. 2. es 
2. 'The great exactnefs with which he lodged this truft in _ 
their hands : Fle weighed to them the filver, the gold, and the ee 
vefelss ver. 25. becaule he expected to have it from - them a- | 
gain by weight. | Tn all trofts, but efpecially,. facred ones, bes 
ought to be punctual, and preferve a right underftanding cn 
both fides, Tn Zerubbabel’s time the yellels were delivered | 
by number, here by weight, that all might be forthcoming, and _ 
it might eafily appear if any were miffing; to inti 
fuch ds are intrufted with holy things, (as all the ftewa i 
the mylteries of God are), are concerned to rem mber, both ; 
in receiving their truft, and in difcharging it, that they mult 


, 
: 


4 


Chap. VILL. 


-» and Noadiah the fon of Binnui,. Levites : 


offering unto the Lorn. 


_ fhortly give a very particular account of it, that: they may be 
_ faithful to it, and fo give up their account with joy. 


3. The charge he gave them with thefe treafures: ver. 29. 
Watch ye and keep them, that they be not loft or embezzled, 
or mingled with the other carriages ; keep them together, keep 
them by themfelves, keep them fafe, till you weigh them in 
the temple, before the great’ men there ; hereby intimating 
how much it was their concern to be careful and faithful, and 
would-be their honour to be found fo. Thus when St Paul 
chargeth Timothy with the gofpel treafare, he bids him keep 
it until the appearing of Fe/us Chrif, and his appearing before 
him to give account of his trult, when kis fidelity would be his 
crown. eke 


31 | Then we departed from the river of 
Ahava, on the twelfth day of the firft month, 
to go unto ferufalem; and the hand of our 
God was upon us, and he delivered us from the 

hand of the enemy, and of fuch as lay in wait 
by the way. 32 And we came to Jerufalem, 
and abode there three days. 33 ¢ Now on the 
fourth day was the filver and the gold, and the 
veflels weighed in the houfe of our God, by the 
hand of Merimoth the fon of Uriah the prieft, 
and with him was Eleazar the fon of Phinehas, 
and with them was Jozabad the lon of Jefhua, 
54 
By number, and by weight of every one: and 
all the weight was written im that time. 35 
‘ Alfo the children of thofe that had been carri- 
ed away; which were come out of the captivi- 
ty, offered burnt-offerings unto the God of If 
rael, twelve bullocks, for all Hrael, ninety and 
fix rams, feventy and feven lambs, twelve he- 
goats for a fin-offermg: all ¢+zs was a burnt- 
36 4 And they deli- 
vered the king’s commiffions unto the king’s 
lieutenants, and. to the governors on this fide the 
~ iver, and they furthered the people, and the 
houfe of God. 

We are now to attend Ezra to Jerufalem, a journey of a- 
bout four months in all; but this multitude made his marches 
flow, and his {tages fhort: Now here we are told, 

1. That his God was good, and he owns it: The hand of 
our God was upon us, to fpirit us for our undertaking, and to 
“him they owed it, (r.) That they were preferved in their jour- 
_ney, and not all cut off; for their were enemies that laid wait 
for them by the way to do them a mifchief, and, at lealt, like 
Amelek, #0 fmite the hindmoft of them, but God protected theni, 
ver. 31. Even the common perils of journies, are fuch as o- 
blige us to fanctify our going out with prayer, and our returns 
in peace with praife and thankfgiving; much more ought God 
to be thus eyed in-fuch a dangerous expedition as this was. 
(2.) That they were brought in fafety to their journey’s end, 
ver. 32. Let them that have ftedfattly fet their faces towards 
the new Jerufalem proceed and perfevere to the end, é// they 
appear before Godin Zion, and they fhall find he that has be- 
gun the good work will perfed it. 

"2. That’ Iris treafurers were faithful, When they were 
come to Jerufalem, they were impatient ‘to be difcharged of 
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their truft, and therefore applied themfelves to the great men 
of the temple, who received it from them, and gave them an 
acquittance in full, ver. 33, 34. It is a great eafe to. one’s 
mind to be difcharged from a-tru(t; and a great honour to 
one’s name, to be able to make it appear that it hath beea ful- 
ly difcharged. 

3. That his companions were devout. As foon as they 
came to be-near the altar, they thought themfelves obliged. to 
offer facrifice ; whatever they had done in Babylon, ver. 35. 
That will be difpenfed with when we want opportunity, which 
when the door is opened again will be expected from us. It 
is obfervable, (1.) Chat among their facrifices they had a fin- 
offering : for it is the atonement that fweetens and fecures e- 
very mercy to us, which will not be truly comfortable, unlefs 
iniquity be taken away, and out peace made with God. (2.) 
That the number of their offerings related to the number of the 
tribes, twelve bullocks, twelve he-goats, and rams_ninety-fix, 
eight times twelve. Hereby fignitying the union of the two 
kingdonis, according to what was foretold, Ezek. xxxvii. 22. 
They did not any longer go two tribes one way, and ten ano- 
ther, but all the twelve met by their reprefentatives at the fame 
altar. 

4. That even the enemies of the Jews, became their friends,. © 
vailed to Ezra’s commifion, and inftead of hindering the »peo- 
ple of God, furthered them, ver. 36. purely in complaifance 
to the king, when he appeared moderate they all coveted to 
appear fo too. Then had the churches re/t. 


Cubs A Pe Td. " 

The affuirs of the church were in a very good poflure, we: 

~moy well fuppofe, now Ezra prefided in them. Look 
without, the government was kind to them. We bear no 
complaints of perfecution and oppreffion, their enemies had 
either their hearts turned, or at leaft their hands tied. 
Their neighbours were civil, and we hear of no wars or 
rumours of wars; none to make them ufraid; all was 
well as could be, confidering that they were fewand poor, 
and fubjeéts to a foreign prince. Look at home, and we hear 
nothing of Baal or Afbtaroth, or Moloch; no tmages or 
groves, or golden calves, no not fo much as high places ; not 
only no idola'rous altars, but no feparate ones, but the temple 
duly refpected, and the temple-fervice care ully kept up: and 
yet all was not well neither. The pureft ages of the church 
have had fome corruptions, and it will never be prefented 
without {pot or wrinkle, /i// it 1s a glorious church, a thurch 

triumphant, Eph. v. 27. We have here, \. A complaint 
brought to Ezra of the many marriages that had been made 
with range wives, ver. 1, 2, II. The great trouble which 
he, and others iaflucnced by his example, were in upon this 
information, ver. 3, 4. IE. The folemn confefion which - 
he made of this in to God with godly forrow and shame, 
Vere 5;-—1 5: 


Nee when thefe things were done, the 
princes came to me, faying, The people 


_ of Hrael, and the priefts, and-the Levites have 


not feparated themfelves from the people of the 
lands, doing according to their abominations, 
even of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Periz- 
zites, the Jebufites, the Ammonites, the Moab- 
ites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 2 For 
they have taken of their daughters for them- 
felves, and for their fons: fo that the holy feed 
have mingled themfelves with.the people of 

thofe. 
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thafe lands: yea the hand of the princes and (93, The information that.was given of this. to Ezra. It wi 
rulets hath been chief in this trefpals. 3 Amd | given by the perfons that were mott proper to, compli 
when I heard this thine, E rent ‘my warment 4 PERCE thofe of them that had kept ¢! eir insegsitys and wi 
oe. : Soe it their dignity 3 they could not have accufed others, if they ~ 
and my mantle, and pluckt off the hair of MY | themfelyes had not been free. from-blame. Jt was given to 
head, and of my*beard, and fat down aftonied. | the perfon that had power to mend the matter, that as a ready 
4 Then were afiembled unto me every.one that feribe in the law of Gad, could argue with them, and, as king 
trembled at the wotds of the God of Mraek:’ bes commifhioner, could awe them. It is likely, thefe princes ha 


3 = eA oft endeavoured to redrefS this grievance, and could not, -br 
~ a } 0 rr B He , Rg hy > 2 qos * ; LS Rd f 
caule of the tranigreflion of thofe that had been now-apply themfelves*to Ezra, hoping his wifdom, authority 
carried away, and I fat attonied until’the evén- and-intereft, would -prevail to do it, . Thofe that cannot o: 


ing facrifice. themfelyes reform public abufes, may yet do good fervice, b 


giving information to thofe that can, The Me vies 2 
4. The imprefhion this made upon Ezra: ver. 3. He rene 
his clothes, plucked off his hair, and fat down aftonied. "Thus 
he; expneffed) the: deep) fenfé ‘he! ‘hady.( 1): Of the difhonour 
hereby done to God... It grieved him to the heart, to thin 
that a people called by his name, fhould fo grofsly violate his. 
| law, fhould be fo little benefited by his correction, and make 
{uch ill returns for his favours. (2.) Of the mifchief the peo- 
ple had hereby done to themfelves, and the danger they were 


Ezra, like Barnabas, when he came to Jerufalem, and /aw 
the grace of God to his brethren there, no doubt was glad and 
exhorted them ally that with purpofe of Aeart they would cleave | 
to the Lord, A&s xi. 23. he faw nothing amifs. Many’ cor~ 
ruptiohs lurk out of the view of the moft vigilant rulers” But 
here is adamp upon his joys ; information is brought’ him, that 
many of the people, yea and fome of the rulers, had married 
wives out of the heathen families, and joined themfelves in af- 


finity with ftrangers. ; = in.of the wrath of God breaking out againft them. Note, 
Obferve, 1. What the fin. was that they were guilty of,” it [1.] Others fins fhould be our. forrow, and the injury done” 
Was mingling themfelyes with the people of thofe lands, vers2 | by them to Ged’s honour.and.the fouls of men is what we 
affociating with them both in trade and in’ converfation, ma- |) fhould lay to “heart. ‘L2.] Sorrow for fin muft be a great {or-, : 
‘king themfelves famikar with them; and, to complete the afi: | (ur: fach Ezra’e was} ae for an only fon er a firf-born ‘3.9 
nity, taking their daughters in marriages to theit fons. “We | "phe feandalous fins of profeffors, are what we’ have reafon to 
are willing to hope they did not worfhip their gods; their cap-’ | po atonied at. 
tvity had cured them of their idolatry ; it is {aid indeed they’ Te aye 


be aftonied at. We may ftand amazed to fee men contradiét,: 
, : wat ee parage, prejudice, ruin themfelyes. Strange, that men fhould) 
did according to their abominations : but that (faith Bithop Pas _ att fo inconfiderately; and fo inconfiftently with themfelyes ; 
trick) here fignifies only the imitation of the Heathen, in PIO- | upright men are'allonied abit, 2 ‘ 
mifcuous matriages with any nation whatfoever 5 which|by de- bse Theiinfuenté whith Borate grief Hor! Gis had ‘upon oo 
grees would lead them to idolatry again. Herei (1.) ‘They’ thers... We may fappofe he awentup to the houfeiof the Lord, é 
difobeyed the exprefs command of God; which forbade-allin- ere to humble himfelf, becaufe ‘he had-an eye to «God in his» 
“timacy with the Heathen, and particularly in matrimonial con- |, OEE and that was the pi dper place of deprecating his. difplea=. 
tracts, Deut, vii, 3. (2+) ‘They profaned: the crown of thei | fure. | Pablic notice was foon taken of it, and all the devout, 
peculiarity, and {et themfelves upon a level with thofe, above {erious people that: were at hand,-affembled themfelves to him; 
whom God had, by fingular marks -of. his ‘favour, of late as \ 


: "it fhould fem of their own accord\s forefothing aé (aidlof thee. 
well as formerly, dignified. them... (3.) They diftrufted the Re EE pe te ee eee 
power of God to proteét and adyance them,/and were led ‘by 


| being fent to, ver. 4s Note, (a.)sIteis the, charaétersof good) 

tM yt toca | Vand omakeani |, Pcople-that they tremble at God?s.qvords. they, fland in awe of| 
carnal policy, hoping: to, ftrengthen| themfelves, and omake'an’| the authority’ of its precepts, and. the ene etic. at aa 
intereft among their neighbours by. thefe alliances A pradtical’ |, threateniiiés, and’to ‘then thax do fo will Cod lok, Yi her 
difbelief of God’s all-ufficiency, is at the: bottom of af ehe! |! ., ((2.) They that tremble’az the word of God, cannot bet 
ny Tis ee male Aoibely custelvest iqt) They Saved |) ele arstheynaay meay by which the law of God is brow! 
themfelyes, and much more their children, to the peril of ido- ken, and his wrath and curfe incurred. (3. The:piois,zeal. 4 
Beenie ie oF Re che aa creer May tanta once” 1) oF oho actin Sn, may. pete provoke Neve mane de el 
Dear fac rin of Sbetechareh and wationes eyvditie Sin Fok 1) see almciRne. Te dame 2'Cor. ix. 2+ Many will 
2; Who, wers the perfons thas, were guiley: ofthis fin? abt” |) ratiow ahiaébake wal confdetarion, conda@,” and \éourage 'e2) 
only fome of the unthinking. people,of Hrael that knew no bets’ | nough, to leadvina-good works oq 4.) ci goed: people oughé) 
ter, but many of the prielis and Levites, whofe; office it was to ‘to own thofe that appear and act in the caufe of Godragainits — 
teach the law, and this among the reft, and in whom, by rea-"'| vice and profanenefs, to ftand by them, and do what they can 
fon of their elevation above common Ifraelites, it was a great- | tg {trengthen théir hands,. dh is*hh4 4 Yo aGOM Lape aul: ed Se 


er crime. It was a.diminytion to the fons of that tribe to” Rog Fd ae ios ath shih 9 Ob cee 
match in any, other tribe, and they feldom. did, except inthe | 5’ “| And at the evening factifice, Larofe up 
royal tribe ; but for them to match with Heathen, with Canaane’ from my- heavinels, and having, rent. my gar. 
ites, and Hittites, and I know not how, «was, fuehoa difpas Ay mantle. It niente eae 
ragement as if they had had any fenfe, though notiof duty, yet) 
of honour, one would think they fhould never have been guilty 
of. Yet this was not the worlt neither 3 the hand of the prin- 
ces and rulers, who by their power, fhould have prevented or i¢ 70s. f 
reformed this high mifdemeanor, wag chief in this trefpafs. If |~ our Iniquities ‘ate increafed over 4 ur head, and 
princes be in a trefpafs, they will be charged as chief in it, be- Teen : ej aetca ete’ donk shennan ae va 4 
caufe of the influence their example, ‘will have upon others ; eet Bue at : Sig, Sapa UN A 
many will follow their pernicious th But miferable is the Since the day SOF our fathers > bave pie been a 
cafe of that people whofe leaders debauch themiand:caufe them: | 2 great, trefpafs unto this day , and for our ini 
#0 et. pea in got AME AIO quities have we, our kings, and our priefts, been 
a | Seay a hia ea Te ec ae Gs EV enedd 
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Chap. IX. 


Pedeliveredl ints the-hand of the kings of the lands, 


3 


as 


to‘the {word, to captivity, and to a {poil, and to 
confufion of face, as-it is this day. 8-And now 
for a little {pace grace hath been /bewed from 
the Lorp our God, to leave, us a remnant to e- 
feape, and to give usa nail in his holy place, 
that our God may lighten our eyes, and give us 
a little reviving in our bondage. 9 For we were 
bondmen, y.t our God hath not foziaken us in 
eur bondage, but hath extended mercy unto 
us in the fight of the kings of Perfia, to give us 
a reviving to fet up the houfe of our God, and 
to repair the defolations thereof, and to give us” 
a wall in Judah and in Jerufalem. ro And 
now, O our God, what fhall we fay after this? 
for we have forfaken thy commandments, 11 


“Which thou haft commanded by thy fervants 


‘the prophets, faying, The land unto which ye go . 
to poffefs it,is an unclean land and with the filthi- 


nefs of the people of the lands, with their abomi- 


nations, which have filled it from one end to ano- 


- 


ther, with their uncleannels. 12 Now therefore 
give not your daughters unto their fons, neitlier 


take their daughters unto your fons, nor feek 


their peace, or their wealth for ever: that ye may 
‘be ftrong, and eat the good of the land, and 
leave it for an inheritance to your children for 
ever. 13 And after all that is come upon us, 
for our evil deeds, and for our great trefpafs, 
feeing that thou our God haft punithed us lefs 
than our iniquities de/erve, and haft. given us 
Juch deliverance as this: 14 Should we again - 
‘break thy commandments, and join in affinity 


_ with the people of thefe abominations? wouldft 


. 
4 


_ trefpaffes : 


not thou be angry with us, till thou hadft con- 


fumed us, fo that there /bould be no remnant 
nor efcaping? 15 O Lorp God of Ifrael, thou 
art righteous, for we remain yet efcaped, as it 
is this day: behold, we are before thee in our 
for we cannot ftand before thee, be- 


caufe of this. 


What the meditations of Ezra’s heart weré, while for fome 
hours he fat down altonied, we may guefs by the words of his 


_ mouth; when at length. he /pake with his tongue ; and a molt 


pathetical addrefs he here makes to heaven upon this occafion. 
Obferve, : 

1. The time when he made this addrefs ; at the evening fa- 
crifice, ver. 5. Then (itis likely) devout people ufed to come 
into the courts of the’ temple, to grace the folemnity of the fa- 
‘crifice, and to offer up their own prayers to Godin concurrence 
with it. In their hearing, Ezra chofe to make this confeflion, 
that they might be made duly fenfible of the fins of their people, 
which hitherto they had either not taken notice of, or had made 
Vight of. Prayer may preach. The facrifice, and efpecially the 
evening-facrifice, was a type of the great propitiation, that d/e/- 


fd Lamb of God, who, in the evening of the world, was to take 


do) gee 8 
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away fin by the Jace fice of. bimfelf, to which we may fuppofe z- 
ra had an eye of faith in this penitential addrefs to God. He 
makes confeflion with his hand, as it were, npon the head of 
that great facrifice, through which «we receive the atonement. 
Certainly Ezra was no f{tranger to the meffage which the angel 
Gabriel had fome years ago delivered to D niel, at the time of 
the evening facrifice, and as it were in explication of it, concern- 
ing Mefliah the prince, Dan. ix. 24. and perhaps had regard 
to that in chufing this time. 

z. His preparation for this addrefs. (1.) He rofe up from 
his heavineft, and {o far fhook off the burden of his grief, as was 
neceflary to the lifting up of his heart to God. He recovered 
himfelf from his aftonifhment, got the tumult of his troubled {pi- 
rits fomewhat ftilled, and his {pirit compofed for communion 
with God. (2.) He fell upon his knees, put himfelf into the 
pofture of a penitent, humbling himfelf, and a petitioner fuing 
for mercy, and in both reprefenting the people for whom he was 
now an interceflor. -(3.) He /pread out his hands, as one af- 
fected with what he was going to fay, offering it up to God, 
waiting and reaching out, as it were, with an earneft expectation 
to receive a gracious anfwer. And in this he had an eye to 
God, as the Lord and his God, a God of power, but a God 
of grace. 

3. The addrefs itfalf. It is not 
for there is not a word of petition in it; but if we give prayer 
its full latitude, it is the offering up of pious and devout affec- 
tions to God, and. very devout, and very pious, are the affec- 
tions which Ezra here exprefleth. His addrefsis a penitent con- 
feflion of fin, not his own, from a confecience burdened with its 
own guilt, and apprehenfive of his own danger, but the fin of 
his people, from a gracious concern for the honour of God and 
the welfare of Ifrael. Here is a lively pigture of ingenuous re~ 
pentance. Obferve in this addrefs, 

iff, The confeflion he makes of the fin, and the aggravations 
of it, which he infifts upon, to affect his own heart, and theirs 
that joined with him, with holy forrow and fhame and fear in 
the confideration of it, that they might be deeply humbled for 
it. And it is obfervable, though he himfelf were wholly clear 
from this guilt, yet he,puts himfelf into the number of the fin- 
ners, becaufe he was a member of the fame community, our yins 
and our trefpaft. Perhaps he now remembered it again{t him- 
felf, as his fault that he had ftaid fo long after his brethren in 
Babylon, and had not feparated himfelf fo foon as he might to 
have done from the people of thofe lands. When we are la- 
menting the wickednefs of the wicked, it may be, if we duly re- 
flect upon ourfelyes, and give our own hearts leave to deal faith- 
fully with us, we may find fomething of the fame nature, though 
in a lower degree, that wealfo have been guilty of. However, 
he {peaks that which was, or fhould haye been, the general com- © 

laint. 

: (1.) He owns their fins to have been very great, our inigqui- 
ties are-increafed over our heads, ver. 6.3 we are ready to perifh 
in them as in deep waters : fo general was the prevalency of 
them, fo violent the power of them, and fo threatening were 
they of the moft pernicious confequences. Iniquity is grown up 
to that height among us, that it reaches to the heavens: fo ve- 
ty impudent, that it dares Heaven; fo very provoking, that, 
like the fia of Sodom, it cries to Heaven for vengeance. But 
let this be the comfort of true penitents, that though their fins 
reach to the heavens, God’s mercy is in the heavens, Pfal. 
XXXxvi. §. where fin abounds, grace will much more abound. 

(2.) Their fin had long been perfifted in, ver. 7.: Since the : 
days of our fathers have we been in a great trefpafs. The ex- 
ample of thofe that were gone ‘before them, he thought fo far 
from excufing their fault, that it aggravated it. We thould have 
taken warning not to ftamble at the fame ftone. The corruption 
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properly to be called a prayer, 


$26 


is fa much the worfe, that it bas taken deep toot, and begins to 
plead prefcription ; but by this means we have reafon to fear the 
meafare of thé iniquity near full. ‘sodee 

(3) The great and fore judgements which God had brought 
"upon them for their fins, did very much aggravate them. For 

our iniguitics we have been delivered tothe fword and to cap- 
sivity, ver. 7. and yet not reformed, yet not reclaimed ; brayed 
in the mortar, and yet the folly not gone, Prov, xxvi. 22. cor- 
regted but not reclaimed. 

(4.) The late mercies God had beftowed upon them did hke- 
wife very much aggravate their fin. ‘This he infifts largely up- 
on, ver. 8, 9 Obferve, [1.] The time of mercy, Nod for a 
little fpace, i. e. it is but a little while fince we had our liberty, 
and it is not like to continue long. This greatly aggravated their 
fin, that they were fo lately in the furnace, and that they knew not 
how foon they might return to it agains what, and yet be fecure? 
(2.) The fountain of mercy ; gruce hasbeen /beced us from the 
Lord. The kings of Perfia were the inftruments of ‘their en+ 
largement; but he afcribes it to God, and to his grace; his free 
grace, without any merit of theirs. [/3..] The ftreams of mer- 
cy. They were not forfaken in their bondage, but even in Ba- 
bylon had the tokens of God’s préfence, that they were a tem- 
nant of Ifraelites left, a few out of ‘many, and thofe narrowly 

. efcaped out of the hands of their enemies, by the favour‘of the 
kings of Perfia: but efpecially that they had a nail in his holy 
place, i. e. (a8 it is explained, ver. 9.) that they had fet up the 
houfe of God. “They had their religion fettled, and the fer- 
vice of the temple in a conftant method. We are to reckon 
it a great comfort and advantage, to have ftated opportunities of 
worfhipping God. Bleféd are they that dwell in Gods houfe, 
like Anna that departed not from the temple ; this is my ref 
for ever, faith the gracious foul. [4.] The éffects of allthis. 
It enlightened their eyes, and it revived their hearts, 2. 2. it was 
very comfortable to them, atid’ the more fenfibly fo, becaufe it 
was in their bondage} it was life from the.dead tothem: though 
but a little reviving, it was a great favour, confidering that they 
deferved none: and the day of fmall things was an earneft of 
areater. Now (faith Ezra) how ungrateful are we, to offend a 
Ged that has been fo kind to us? How difingenuous, to mingle 
in fin with thofé nations from whom we have been in wonder- 
ful mercy delivered! How unwife, to expofe ourfelves to‘God’s 
difpleafure when we sare tried’ with the returns’ of his favour, 
and are upon our good behaviour for'the continuance of it ? 

(5.)‘It was a great’ aggravation of the fin that it was againtt 

an exprefs command, We have forfaken thy commandments, ver. 
+0. It feems ‘to’ have’ been an ancient law of the houfe of Jacob, 
pot to match with the families “of the: uncircnmeifed, Gen. 
xxxiv. 13. But befides that, God had {triétly forbidden it, : He 
recites the command, ver. 11,12. for then fin appears fin, -ap- 
pears exccedingly finful, when we’ compare it! with thedaw 
which is broken. by ait < nothing could be more exprefs,. “Give 
ho? your daughters to their fons, nor take their daughters to your | 
fous. The reafon given is, becaufe if they mingled with thofe | 

' “pations, they would pollute themfelves: “itis:anotnclean dand, — 

and you are a holy people: but if they kept-themfelves:difting 
from then, it would’ be their honour and fafety, and the: perpe- 
tuating of theit profperity. Now, to’violate'a command fo ex- — 
prefs, backed'with fuch reafons, anda fundamental law of their 
conftitution, was very provoking to'the God: of heaven. 

(6.) That in the jadgments’ of which they had already . 
fmasted for their fins, God had punifhed them le[s than their 1- 
‘nigquities deferved 5 fo thathe looked upon them {till to be in debt 
upon the old account: what? and yet ‘fhall ‘we rua upon a new 
“fcore ? Has God dealt fo gently with us in correcting us, and — 
fhall we thus abufe hisfavour, and ‘turn his grace: into wanton- 
nefs? God, in his grace and mercy, had faid concerning Sion’s 
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. fins, U6. xl. 2.5 but Ezra, in a penitential fenfe of the great ma- 
} great, owns it L/s than they deferved. 


this confeflion. Speaking of fin, 


_ciful to. me a finner, and the like. 


but that God fhould be angry with us till he had confumed uty 


that will be wrought upon neither by the one nor by the other, 


_ Chap. IXY 
captwity, She hath received of the Lord’s hand double for alll her ‘ 


lignity that was in their fin, though the punifhment was yer , 
i 
adly, ‘The devout affeétions that were working in him makin 4 


(1.) He fpeaks as one much afhamed. With this he be- = 
gins, ver. 6..0. my God, Iam afbamed, and blufh, O my Gody ~ 
(fo the words are placed) to lift up my face unto thee. Note, © 
f1.] Sin isa shameful thing. As foon as ever our firft pa- — 
rents had eaten forbidden frit, they were afhamed of the 
felves.  [2.] Holy fhame is as neceflary an ingredient in t 
and ingenuous repentance as holy forrow.. [3.] Others fin 
fhould be our fhame, and we fhould bluth for thofe that do noe 
bluth for themfelves. We may well be afhamed that we ar 
any thing a-kin to thofe who are fo ungrateful to God, and un- 
wife for-themfelves,.. ‘This is cleariag ourfelves, 2 Cors vile 11. 
[4.] Penitent finners. never fee fo much reafon, to blufh an 
be afhamed, as when'they come to lift up. their faces before 
God. A natural fenfe of our own honour which we have in- 7 
jured, will make us afhamed when we have done an ill thing 
to look men in, the face; but a gracious concern for God" 
henowr will make us much more afhamed to look him in the 
face. The publican, when he went to the temple to prays 
hung down his-head more than ever, .as one afhamed, Luke 
xviii. #3. [5.] An eye to God as our God, ‘will be of great” 
ufe to us in the exercife of repentance. Ezra begins, O my. be 
God, and again, in the fame breath, my God. ‘The confider- a 
ation of our covenant-revelation to God as ours, , will. help to. — 
humble us, and break our hearts for fin, that we fhould violate — 
both his precepts to us, and our promifes to him: it will alfo 
encourage us to hope for pardon upon repentance. He is my ~ 
God for all this, and every tranfgreflion in the covenant doth 
not throw us out of the covenant. 

(2.) He {peaks as one much amazed: ver. 10. What hall 
I fay after this ? For my part, I know not what to fay; if ~ 
God do not help us, we are undone. The difcoveries of guilt 
are amazing, the more we think of fin, the worfe it looks; the 
difficulty of the cafe is amazing, how fhall we recover our- 
{elves ?-which way fhall we make our peace with God? Lit 
The true penitents are at a lofs what to fay: fhall we fay we. . 
have not finned, or that God will not requite it? If we do, we 
deceive ourfelves, and the truth is not inus. Shall we fay,have 
patience with us, and we will pay thee all, with shoufands of ~ 
rams, or our firfi-born for our tranfgreffion? God will notthns ~ 
be mocked, he knows we are infolyent. Shall we fay, there 
is no hope, and let come on us what will? ‘That is but to make 
ill worfe. [2.] Tre penitents will confider what to fay, and. ~ 
fhould, as Ezra, beg of God to teach them. ‘What fhall we 
fay ! fay I have finned; I have done foolifhly; God be mer~ . 
See Tio xiv. 2. 

(3.) He fpeaks as one much afraid, ver. 13, I4. After — 
all the judgments that are come upon ts, to reclaim us from. 
fin, and all the deliverances that have been wrought for us, to % 
engage us to God and duty, if'we fhould again break God’s ~ 
commandments, by joining in affinity with the children of dif — 
obedience, and learning their ways, what elfe could w. “expedts 


-and’ there fhould not be fo much as a remnant left, nor any to 

efcape the deftruction,  "Fhere is not a furer or fadder prefage ~ 
of ruin to any people, than cst nerin to the fame fins — 
again, after great judgments, and. great—deliverances. . "They 


se 


are fit to be rejected, as reprobate filver, for the founder melicih 
in-vain. > pe pa anehee a 


he iy is Wd eR seer awe a 
(4:) He fpeaks as one much affured of the righteoufhels of © 


» Chap. X. 


God, and refolved to acquiefce in that, and to leave the matter 
~ with him, whofe judgment is according to truth, ver. 15. thou 
art righteous, wife, and jult, and good, that wilt neither do us 
wrong, nor be hard upon us ; and therefore behold we are Je- 
fore thee, waiting our doom, we cannot fland before thee, infitt- 
ing upon any righteoufnefs of our own, havingno plea to fup- 
port us, or bring us off, and therefore we fall down before thee, 
an our trefpafs, and caft ourfelves on thy mercy, do unto us 
wwhatfoever feemeth good unto thee, Jadg. x. 15. We have no- 
thing to fay, nothing to do, but to make fupplication to our 
Fudge, Job ix. 15. ‘Thus doth this good man lay his grief 
_ before God, and then leave it with him. : x 


CHAP, X. 


In this chapter we have that grievance redreffed, which was 
~ complained of and lamented in the foregoing chapter, -Ob- — 
Serve, 1. How the people’s' hearts were prepared for there- | 


drefs of tt, by their deep humiliation for the fin, ver. 1, V1. 
How it was propofed to Ezra by Shechaniah, ver. 2,—4- 
Ill. How the propofal was put in execution. (1.) The 
' greatmen were fworn to fland to it, ver.5. (2.) Ezra 
appeared firft in tt, ver. 6. (3.) A general affembly was 
called, ver. 7,~9. (4.) They all, in compliance with 
'  Ezra’s exhortation, agreed to the refurmation, ver. 10 
“14. (5.) Commiffioners were appointed to fit, de die’in 
diem, to inguire who had married firange wives, and to o- 
blige them to put them away; which ts done accordingly, 
ver. 14.—17. and a Uift of the names of thofe that were 
|. found guilty given in, ver. 18,—44. 


A JOW when.Ezra had prayed, and when he » 
<p had confefled, weepmg-and cafting ‘him. | 
felf down before the houfe of God,-there affem- | 
bled unto him out of Ifrael, a very great con- 


-gregation of men, and women, and children: 
for. the people wept) very fore. ».2 And,She- 


‘chaniah the fon of fehiel; ‘one of the fons of E- | 


jam, anfwered ‘and faid ‘unto Ezra, We have 
_ trefpaffed againft our God, and have taken 


firange, wives of the. people. of.the land: yet 


now: there is hope in: Ifrael concerning this 


thing. 3 Now therefore let us ‘make’ a ‘cove- ° 
nant with our God, to put away all the wives, | 
and.fuch,as are born. of them, according to the 
counfel of my. Jord; and: of thofe that tremble 


at the' commandment of our God, and let it’ be 
done according to the law. 4 Arife: for zbis 
matter belongeth unto thee; we alfo will be with 
thee : be of good. courage, -and.do.it.. 5 Then 
arofe Ezra, and made-the. chief :priefts, the. Le- 
~vites, and all Ifrael ‘to fwear; that they fhould 
do according to this word: and they fware. ~ 
_ We are here told, PT aries fi > 
1. What good impreflions were made upon the people by 
‘Ezra’s humiliation, and. confeffion of fin. No fooner was it 
noifed in the city, that their new governor, whom they had 
joy in, was himfelf in grief, and to fo great a degree, for them 
and their fin ; but prefently there, afembled to him, a véry great 
congregation, to fee what the matter was, and to mingle their 


tears with his, ver. 1.. Our weeping for other people’s fins, — 
-may perhaps fet them a-weeping for them themfelves, who o- | 
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therwife would have continued fenfelefs and remoifelels. See 
what a happy influence the good examples of great ones may 
haye upon their inferiors. When Ezra, a feribe, a {cholar, a 
man in authority. under the king, fo paflionately lamented the 
public corruptions, they concluded they were indeed very gri:- 
vous, elfe he would not thus have grieved for them, and this 
would. draw tears- from every eye, men, women, and children, 
wept very fore, when he wept thus. 

2. What a good motion Shechaniah made upon this occa- 
fion. The place was Bochim a place of weepers; but, for ought 
appears, there was a profound filence among them, as among 
Job’s friends, who jpake not a word to him, becaufe they 
faw that his grief was very great, till Shechaniah (one of E- 
zra’s companions from. Babylon, chap. viii. 3, 5.) ftood up 
and made a fpeech addrefled to Ezra, in which, 

17, He owns the national guilt, {ums up all Ezra’s confef- 
fion in oné. word, and fets to his feal that it was true, we have 
trefpaffed againft our God, and have taken flrange wives, ver. 
2.~ The matter is too plain to be denied, and too bad to be 
excufed. It.doth not appear that Shechaniah was himfelf 
culpable in this matter, if he had had the beam in his own 
eye, he could not have feenfo clearly to pluck, it out of his 
brother’s eye ; but his. father was guilty, and divers of his fa- 
ther’s houfe, as appears, ver. 26. and therefore he reckons him- 
felf among the trefpaffers : nor doth he feek to excufe or palli- 
ate the fin, though fome of his own relations were guilty of it, 
but, in the caufe of God, faith to his father, I have not known 
him, as Levi, Deut. xxxili. 9, Perhaps the ftrange wife ~ 
that his father had married ; had been an unju(t unkind ftep» 
mother to him, and had made mifchief in the family, and he 
fuppofed others had done the like, which made him the more. . 
forward to appear again{t this corruption ; and if.fo, it was 
not the only time. that private refentments have been over-ru- 
led, by the providence of God, to ferve the public good. __ 

2dly, He encouraged. himfelf and others to hope, that tho’ 
the matter. was bad, it might be amended, yet now, there is 
hope in Ifrael (where elfe fhould be hope but in Ifrael ? they 
that are {trangers ta that commonwealth are faid to have. xo 
hopes Eph.tt. 12+). even. concerning: this, thing. The cafe is 
fad, but itis not defperate ; the difeafe threatening, but not 
incurable. Thereis hope that the people may. be reformed, 
the guilty reclaimed, a {top put to, the fpreading of the conta- 
gion,.and fo the judgements, which the fin deferves may be 
prevented, and all will be well. Mow there is hope ; now the 
difeafe is difcovered, it is half cured. .. Now.the alarm is taken 
the people begin to be fenfible of the mifchief, and to lament, 
at, a fpirit. of repentance, feems to be poured out upon them, 
and they: are all thus humbling themfelves before God for it ; 
now there ts hope, that.God will forgive and have merey. The 
walley of chor, i« e. of trouble, is the, door of hope, Hoff. ii. 
‘154: for the fin that truly troubles us fhall not ruin us. There 
is hope now, Ifrael has fuch a prudent, pious, zealous govern- 
or as Ezra, to manage this affair.. Note, (1.) In melancholy 
times we mutt fee and obferve what makes for us, as well as, 
what makes againft us. (2.) There may be good hopes, thro’ 
grace, even then whem there is the fenfe of great guilt before 
God. (3.) Where fin is feen.and lamented, and good fteps 
taken towards a reformation, even finners ought to be encou- 
raged. (4.) Even great faints muft thankfully receive feafon- 
able counfel and comfort from thofe that are much their infe- 


_riors, as Ezra from: Shechaniah. 


3dly, He advifeth that a fpeedy and effectual courfe fhould 
be taken for the divorcing of the {trange wives. The cafe is 
plain, what has been done amifs, muft be undone again, as far 
as poffible ; nothing Jefs than that is true repentance. Let us, 
put away all the wives, and fuch as are born of them, ver. 3. 


S 5M2 Ezra, 


_ 
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Ezra, though he knew this was the only way of redrefling the 
grievance, yet perhaps did not think it feafible, and defpaired 
of ever bringing the people to it, which put him mto that con- 
fafion that we left*him i in, in the foregoing chapter ; but She- 
chaniah, who converfed more with the people than he did, af 
fured him the thing was practicable, if they went wifely to 
work. As to us now, it is certain fin muft be put away, a bill 
of divorce muft be given it, with a refolution never to have 
any thing more’ to-do‘withit, elfe no pardon, no peace ; tho’ 
it be dear as the wife of thy bofom, nay, as.a right eye, or a 
right hand. What. has been unjuftly got, cannot be juftly 
kept, but muft be reftored. But as to the cafe of being un- 
equally yoked with unbelievers, Shechaniah’s counfel, which he 
was then fo clear in, wil] not hold now ; fuch marriages, it is 
certain, are finful, and ought not to be nlge) but they are not 
null, quod fieri non debuit, fadlum valet, our rule under the gof- 
pel is, 1-Cor. vil. 12, 13. Ifa brother has a wife that belie- 
veth not, and fhe be pleafid to dwell with bin; let him not put her 
AWAY. 

sthly, He puts them into a good method for the effecting 
of this reformation, and fhews them not only that it mutt be 
done, but how. (1.) Let Ezra, and all thofe that were pre- 
fent in this affembly, agree in a refolution that this mult be 
done ; pafs a vote immediately to this pur pofe, it will now pafs 
nemine contradicente, that it may be faid to be done according 
to the counfel of my lord, the prefident of the affembly, with 
the unanimous concurrence of thofe that tremble at the com- 
mandment of our God, which is the defcription of thofe that 
were gathered to him, chap. ix. 4. Declare it to be the fenfe 
of all the fober ferious people among us, which cannot but 
have a great {way among’ Ifraelites. (2.) Let the command 
of Godin this matter, which Ezra had recited in his prayer, 
be laid before the people, and let them fee that it is done ac- 
cording to the law: wehaye that to warrant us, nay, that binds 
us to what we do: it is not an addition of our own to the di- 
vine law, but the neceflary execution of it. (3.) While we | 
are in a good mind, let us bind ourfelves by a folemn vow and 
covenant, that we will do it, left, when the prefent impreflions - 
‘are worn of, the thing be left undone. Let us covenant not 
only that, if we have ttrange wives ourfelves, we will put them 
away ; but-that, if we have not, we will do what we can in 
our places to oblige others to put away theirs. (4.) Let Ezra 
himfelf prefide in this matter, who is authorifed, by the king’s 

‘commiflion, to inquire whether the law of God was duly ob- 
ferved in Judah and Jerufalem, chap, vii. 14, and let us all 
refolve to ftand by him in it, ver. 4. Arife, be of good courage. 
Weeping in this cafe is good, but reforming is better. See 
what God faid to Jofhua in a like cafe, Jofh. vil. 10, tr. 

3. What a good refolution they came to upon this good mo- 
tion, ver. 5. They not only agreed that it fhould be done, 
but bound themfelves with an oath that they would do accord- 
to this word. Faft bind, faft find. 


6 q Then Ezra rofe up from before the houfe 
‘of God, and went into the chamber of Johanan 
the fon of Eliafhib : and when he came thither, 
he did eat no bread, nor drink water: for he 
mourned becaufe of the tranfgreffion of them 
that had been carried away. 7 And they made 
proclamation throughout Judah and Jerufalem, 


fhould gather themfelyes together unto Jertifa-_ 
Jem ; 8 And that whofocever would*not come | 
within three days, according to the counfel of 


Re 


EL Be AG ; 


the congregation of thofe that had been carri 


ple are many, and 7t is a time of much rain, an 


tend him at Jerufalem within three days, ver. 7,8 


at Jerufalem, and made their appearance ia the Sreet of ct ho 
unto all the children of the captivity, t that ee a 


Ys 2 
_were fo awed by-the penalty, that. they. durft not ftay. away 


the princes and the elders, all his fubftance | 
fhould be forfeited, and himfelf feparated fro. 


away. g { Then all the men of Judah a 
Benjamin, gathered themfelves together ur 
Jerufalem, within three days: it was the nin 
month, and the twentieth day of the mon 
and all the people fat in the ftreet of the houf 
of God, trembling becaufe of sis matter, an 
for the great rain. 10 And Ezra the prieé 
ftood up and faid unto them, Ye have tranf- 
grefled, and, have taken ftrange wives to in- 
creafe the trefpafs of Ifrael. 11 Now therefore ” 
make confeffion unto the Lorp God of your ~~ 
fathers, and do his pleafure: and feparate your- 
felves from the people of the land, and from 
the ftrange wives. 12 Then all the congrega-— 
tion anfwered, and faid with a loud voice, As 4 
thou haft faid, fo muft we do. 13 But the peo- | 


we are not able to ftand without, neither fs this 
a work of one day or two: for we are. man 
that have tranfgreffed in this thing. 14 Let now 
our rulers of all the congregation ftand, and let 
all them which have taken ftrange wives in our 
cities, come at appointed times, and with them 
the elders of every city, and the judges there- 
of, until the fierce wrath of our God for this 
matter be turned from us. : : oe 


We have here an account of tit prsecedians upon the felon 
lutions lately taken up concerning the > flrange wives ; no time 
was loft; they {truck when the iron was hot, and foon fet the @ 
wheels of reformation a-going. . 9 

1. Ezra went to the council-chamber, here: it is ‘probable; 
the priefts ufed to meet upon public bufinefs. And til/ he came 
thither, ({o Bifhop Patrick thinks it fhould be read), till he faw. — 
fomething done, and more likely to be done for the redrefs of 
this grievance, he did neither eat nor drink, but continued mourn- 
ing. Sorrow for fin fhould be abiding forcow 5 be fare to let 
it continue till the fin be put away. 

2. He fent orders to all the children of thie papell to at. 
5 and being 
authorifed by the king to inforce his orders, with penalties a 
nexed, chap. vii. 26. he threatened, that whofoever refufed to 
obey thefe fummonfes, fhould forfeit his eftate, and be outla Ve 
ed. He that would not. attend on this religious account, his 
doom fhould be, that his fabftance fhould, in his ftead, be ever 
after appropriated to the fervice of their religion, and he hi 
felf, for his contempt, fhould be ever after excluded from t : 
honours and privileges of their religion ; that he thould be eX= 
communicated. — 


3: Within the time limited, the generality of gic peuple m 


of God, ver. 9. They that had» no zeal for the v 
were called to, nay, perhaps had a diflike to it, being 
delinguents, yet paid fuch a deference to Ezra’s au 


4 Godogave them a token of, his difpleafure, i in the gr 
| rain that happened at that. time, ver. g. and again, yer. 1; 


- “not afhamed to own, that the advice came from them, no more 


Chap. X. 


which perhaps kept fome away ; however, it was grievous to 
them that met in the open ftreet, when they ‘wept, the heavens 
iwept too, fignifying, that though God was angry with them for 
their fin, yet he was well pleafed with their repentance, and 
{as it is faid, Judg. x. 16.) Ais foul was grieved for the mifery 
of Ifrael ; and it was alfo an indication of the good fruits of 
their repentance, for the rain makes the earth fruitful. 

5. Ezra gave the charge at this great aflize, told them upon 
what account he called them togethee now, becaufe he found, 
that, fince their return. out of captivity, they had: increafed the 
trefpafs of Ifrael, by marrying firange wives, added to their 
former fins this new tranfgreflion, which would certainly be a 
means of introducing idolatry again, the very fin they had fmart- 
ed for, and which he hoped they had been cured of. in their 

- captivity. And he called them together, that they might 
-confefs their fins to God ; and haying done that, might de- 
clare themfelves ready and willing to do his pleafure, as it 
fhould be made known to them, which all thofe will do, that 
truly repent of what they have ‘done to incur his difpleafure, 
~ and particularly that they might feparate themfelves from all 1- 
dolaters, efpecially idolatrous wives, ver..10, 11. . On thefe 
heads, we may fuppofe, he enlarged, and probably made fuch 
another confeffion of the fin now, as he had made chap. ix. 
which he required them to fay Amen to. my sin 
6. The people fubmitted themfelves not. only to Ezra’s ju- 


~ yifdidtion in general, but to his inquifition and determination in~ 


this matter. 4s thou hafl faid fo muf? we do,ver.12. We have 
finned in mingling ourfelves with the Heathen, and have there- 
by endangered, not only our being corrupted by them, for we 
are frail, but our being loft among them, for we are few; and 
therefore we are convinced there is an abfolute neceflity of our 
feparating from them again. ‘Then there is hopes of people, 
when they are convinced not only that ‘it is good to part with 
their fins, but alfo that it is indifpenfably neceffary ; we mu!t do 
it, or we are undone. 
7. It was agreed, that this affair fhould be carried on not in 
a popular affembly, nor that they fhould think to go. through 
with it all on a fudden; but that a court of delegates fhould be 
appointed. to receive complaints, and to hear and determine up- 
on them. It could not be done at this time, for it was not put 
into a method, nor could the people ftand out becaufe of the 
rain ; the delinquents were many, and it would require time to 
difcover and examine them. Nice cafes would arife, which 
could not be adjudged without debate and deliberation, ver. 13. 
And therefore let the crowd be difmiffed, and-the rulers ftand 
to receive informations ; let them proceed city by city, and let 
the offenders be convicted before them, in the prefence of the 
jadges and elders of their own city, and Jet them be intrufted 
to fee the orders executed. ‘Thus take time, and we /ball have 
done the fooner ; whereas, if we do it in a hurry, we fhall do 
it by halves, ver. 14. And if in this method a thorough refor- 
mation be made, the ferce wrath of God will be turned from 
us, which we are fenfible is ready to break forth again{t us for 
this tranfgreflion. : 


Ezra was willing that his zeal thould be guided by the peo- Je, 


_ple’s prudence, and put the matter into this method: and is 
pes p P J 


than he was to comply with it. 


15 § Only Jonathan, the fon of Afahel, and | 


Jahaziah the fon of )Tikvah, were employed a- 
_ bout this matter : and Mefhullam and Shabbe- 


- thai-the Levite helped them. 16 And the chil- | 


dren of the captivity did fo: and Ezra the prieft, 
with certain chief of the fathers, after the heufe 
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firft_ month. 


-moth. 
Adna and Chelal, Beniah, Maafeiah, Mattaniah, _ 


§29 


of their fathers, and all of them by heir names 
were feparated, and fat down in thefitft day of 


‘the tenth month to examine the matter. 17 


And they made an end with all the men that 
had taken ftrange wives, by the firff' day of the 
1§ § And among the fons of the 
priefts, there were found that had taken ftrange 
wives: gamely, of the fons of Jefhua the fon of 
Jozadak, and his brethren; Maafeiah, and Elie- 
zer, and 'Jarib, and Gedaliah. 19 And ‘they 
gave their hands, that they would put away their 
wives; and being guilty, they offered a ram of 


the flock for their trefpats.. 20 And of the fons 
of Immer; Hanani and Zebadiah. 


21 And of 
the fons of Hatim; Maafeiah, and Elijah, and 
Shemaiah, and fehiel, and Uzziah. 22 And of 
the fons.of Pafhur; Elioenai, Maafeiah, [thmael, 


Nethaneel, Jozabad, and Elafah. 23 Alfo of the 
‘Levites ;» Jozabad, and Shimei, and.Kelaiah, 
‘(the fame 7s‘Kelita) Pethahiah, Judah, and E- 


liezer. 24 Of the fingers alfo; Eliafhib: and. 


of the porters.;.Shallum, and.‘Telem, and Uri 


25 Moreover, of Ifrael: of the fons.of Paroth.; 
Ramiah, and Jeziah, and Malchiah, and Mia-’ 
min, and Eleazar, and Malchijah, and Benaiah. 
26 And of the fons of Elam; Mattaniah, Ze- 
chariah, and Jehiel, and Abdi, and Jeremoth, 
and Eliah.' 27 And of the fons'of Zattu 5, Eli- 
oenai, Eliafhib, Mattaniah,,and Jeremoth, and. 
Zabad, and Aziza. 28 Of the fons alfo of Be- 
bai; Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai, and Athlai. 
29 And of the fons of Bani; Mefhullam, Mal- 
luch, and Adaiah, Jafhub, and Sheal, and Ra- 
30 And of the fons of Pahath-moab ;: 


Bezaleel, and Binnui, and Manaileb.~31 And 
of the fons of Harim; Eliezer, [fhyah, Malchiah, 
Shemaiah, Shimeon. 32 Benjamin, Matluch, 
and Shemariah. “33 Of the fons of Hathum; - 


Mattenai, Mattathah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, 


‘Manafieh, and Shimei. » 34 Of the fons of Bani; 


Maadai, Amram, and Uel,: 35 Benaiah, Bedaiah, » 
Chellub, ‘ 36°Vaniah Meremoth, Eliafhib, 37 


_ Mattaniah, Mettenai, and’ Jaafau, 38 And Ba- 
‘ni, and’ Binnui, Shimei, 39 And Shelamiah, 
and Nathan, and Adaiah, © 40 Machnadebai, 
’ Shafhal, Sherai, 41 Azareel, and‘ Shelemiah, 


Shemariah, 42 Shallum, Amariah, azd Jofeph. 
43 Of the fons of Nebo; Jeiel, Mattithiah, Za- 
bad, Zebina, fadau, and Joel, Benalah. © 44 All 
thefe had taken ‘ftrange wives: and /éme of then: 
had wives by whom they had children. 


" The method of proceeding in this_ matter being concluded 
on, and the congregation difmiffed, that each, in their refpec- 
tive, 
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tive places, might gain and ‘give intelligence, to facilitate the 
matter. We are here told, 

1. Who were the perfons that undertook to manage the mat- 
ter, and bring the caufes regularly before the commiflioners, Jo- 
nathan and Jahaziah, two active men; whether of the priefts 
or of the people, doth not appear ; probably they were the men 
that made that.propofal, ver. 13, 14. being the fitteft to fee it 
purfued ; and two honelft Levites joined with them, and helped 
them, ver. 15. Dr Lightfoot gives a contrary fenfe of this: 
Only (or neverthele/s) Fonathan and Fahaziah flood againft this 
matter, (which reading the original will very well bear); and 
thefe two Levites helped them, in oppofing it,, either the thing 
itfelf, or this method of proceeding. It was ftrange, if a work 
of this kind was carried’on, and met with no oppofition. 

2, Who were the commiffioners that fat upon this matter. 
“Ezra was prefident, and with him certain chief of the fathers, 
who were qualified with wifdom and zeal above others for this 
fervice, ver. 16. It was happy for them they had fach a man 
as Ezra to head them ; they could not have done it well with- 
out his condu¢t, yet he would not do it without their concur- 
rence. , : 

3. How long they were about it. ‘They began the fir? day 
of the tenth month to examine the matter, ver. 16. which was but 
ten days after this: method was propofed, ver. 9. and they fi- 
nifhed in three months, ver. r7. They fat clofe, and minded 
_ their bufinefs, elfe they could not have difpatched fo many 
caufes as they had before thentin fo little time; for we may fup- 
pofe, all that were impeached were fairly afked, what caufe they 
could fhew why they fhould ‘not be parted? and (if we may 
judge by other cafes) provided the wife were profelyted to the 
Jewifh religion, fhe was not to be put away ; the trial of which 
would require great care. 

=) 


~ away, ‘were well provided for, according to their rank. One 
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' 4. Who the perfons were that were found guilty of this 
ctime: Their names are here recorded to their perpetual ree 
proach; many of the priefts, nay of the family of Jofhua, the 
high priefts, were found guilty, ver. 18.; though the law had 
particularly provided for the preferving of their honour in their 
marriages, that being holy themfelves, they fhould not marry ) © 
fuch as were profane, Ley. xxi. 7. They that fhould kave 
taught others the law, broke it themfelves, and by their exam- | 
ple emboldened others to do likewife. But having loft their — is 
innocency in this matter, they did well to play an after-game, 
and lead in repentance, and give an example of that too. For, 
(1.) They promifed under their hand to put away their ftrange 
wives, and fome think, {ware it with their bands fifted up. (2.) 
They took the appointed way of obtaining pardon, bringing the 
ram which was appointed by the law for a tre[pa/s-offering, 
Lev. vi, 6,; fo, owning their guilt, and the defert of it, and 
humbly fuing for forgivenefs. pee eae 

About one hundred and thirteen in all are here named, who 
had married ftrange wives, and fome of them, it is faid, ver. 
44. had children by them; which implies, that not many of 
them had, God not crowning thofe. marriages with the blefling . 
of increafe. Whether the children were turned off with the — 
mothers, as Shecaniah propofed, doth not appear, it fhould feem 
not : but, however, it is likely, that the wives that were put 


would think this grievance was now thoroughly redreffed, yet 
we meet with it again, Neh. xiii. 22. and Mal. ii.11.; forfuch 
corruptions are eafily and infenfibly brought in, but not without 
great difficulty purged out again. The belt reformers can do 
but their endeavour; but when the Redeemer himfelf hall 
come to Sion, he fhall effeétually turn away ungodline[s from 
Jacob. iy ena 
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EX POSIT 10 Ny aoe 
, ‘OF THE BOOK OF : (oid bs : 
NE H EM 1 A-He 
. ; iy oe ae : & es } 


This book continues the hiftory of the children: 
returned out of Babylon to their own land)’ 


mention of other nations, 


of the captivity ; the poor Jews that were lately” 
re ’ At this time not only the Perfian monarchy flou- 
tifhed in great pomp and power, but Greece and Rome began to be very great, and make a fi- 
gure. Of the affairs of thofe high and mighty ftates, we have authentic accounts extant; but — 
the facred and infpired hiftory takes cognifance only of the ftate of the Jews, and makes no 
but as the Ifrael of God had dealings with them ; for the Lord’s por- 
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Chap. 1. Nae He Boo SLA aE 831 
tion is his people, they are his peculiar treafure, and, in comparifon with them, the ret of the 
world is but as lumber; and in my eye, Ezra the fcribe, and Nehemiah the Tirfhatha, though 
neither of them ever wore a crown, commanded an army, or conquered any country, q were 

famed for philofophy or oratory; yet both of them being pious praying men, and very fervice- 
able in their day to the church of God, and the interefts of religion, were really greater men, 
and more honourable not only than any of the Roman ce*nfuls or diGators, but than Xenophon, 
or Demotthenes, or Plato himfelf, who lived at the fame time, the bright ornaments of Greece, 
Nehemiah’s agency for the advancing of the fettlement of Ifrael, we have a full account of in 
this book of his own commentaries or memoirs ; wherein’ he records not only the works of his 
hands, but the workings of his heart in the management of public affairs ; inferting in the ftory 
many devout reflections and ejaculations, which difcover in his mind a very deep tin@ture of fe- 
rious piety, and are peculiar to his writing. ‘Twelve years ago he was governor or Judea, under 
Artaxerxes king of Perfia, from his twentieth year, chap. i..1. to his thirty-fecond year, chap. 
xul. 6. whom Dr. Lightfoot fuppofeth to be the fame Artaxerxes from whom Ezra had his com- 
miffion. This book relates, I. Nehemiah’s concern for ferufalem,-and the commiffion he had 
obtained from the king to go thither, chap.i.2. II. His building of the wall of Jerufalem, 
notwithftanding the oppofition he met with, chap, iii. 4. UL His redreffing the grievances of 

' the people, chap. v. IV. His finifhing the wall, chap. vi. WV. The account he took of the 
people, chap. vii. VI. The religious folemnities of reading the law, fafting and praying, and 
‘renewing their covenants, which he called the people to, chap. viii.g, 10. VII. The.care he 

_ took for the replenifhing of the holy city, and the fettling of the holy tribe, chap. xi. 12... VI. 
His zeal in the reforming divers abufes, chap. xiii. Some call this the fecond book of Ezra, 
ot becaufe he was the penman of it, but becaufe it is a continuation of the hifory of the fore- 
going book, to which it is conneted, ver. 1. This was the laft hiftorical book that was written, , 
as Malachi the laft prophetical book of the Old Teftament. 


a CHAP: I. the palace, or royal city, of the king of Perfia, where the court 


Here we firfl meet with Nehemiah at the Perfian court, where was ordinarily kept, ver. 1. and 11. that he was the king’s cup- 
we find bim, 1. Inquifitive concerning the flate of the Fews 
and Ferufalem, ver. 1. L..Informed-of their deplorable 
fate, ver. 3. IIL. Fafling and praying thereupon, ver. 4. 
with a particular account of bis prayer; ver. §,—11. 


Such ws the rife of this great man, by piety, not.by policy, ' 


HE words of Nehemiah the fon of Hacha- 
liah. And it came to pafs in-the month 
Chiffeu, in the twentieth year, as I was in 
Shufhan the palace.. 2 That Hanani one of my 
brethren, came, he and certain men of Judah, 
and I afked them concerning the Jews that had 
efcaped, which were left of the captivity, and 
concerning Jerufaleém. 3,And they faid unto 


me, The remnant that are left of the captivity 


there in the province are in great affliCtion.and 
reproach : the wall of Jerufalem alfo is broken 
down, and the gates thereof are burnt with fire. 
€ And it came to pafs. when I heard thefe 
words, that I fat down and wept, and mourned 
certain days; and. faited, and prayed before the 
God of heaven. SANT: 
What tribe Nehemiah was of, doth no where appear 5 but 


if it betrue, whieh we are told by the author of the Maccabees, 
lib. ii, cap. i, 18. that he offered factifice, we muft conclude 


him to be.a prieft. We are here told, that :he was in Shufhan, ’ 


: 


bearer. Kings and great men probably looked upon it as a 
piece of {tate, to be attended by thofe of other nations, By 
this place at court, (1.) He would be the better qualified for - 
the fervice of his country, in that poft for which God had de- 
figned him ; as Mofes was the fitter to govern, for being bred. 
up in Pharaoh’s court, and David in Sanl’s. (2.) He would 
have the fairer opportunity of ferving his country, by his inte- 
re{t inthe king, and thofe about him. Obferve, He is not 
forward to tell us what great preferment he had at court ; it is 
not till the end.of the chapter, that he tells us he was the king’s 
cup-bearer, (a place of great truft, as well as of honout and 
profit) when he could not avoid the mentioning of it, becaufe 
of the following {tory ; but at firft, he only faith, J was in 
Shufban the palace 3. whence we may learn to be humble and 
modeft, and {paring to {peak of our own advancements. But 


|. in the providences of God concerning him, we may obferve to . 


our comfort, [1.] That when God has work to do, he will 
never want inftrumerts to do it with. [2.] That thofe whom 
God defigns to employ in his fervice, he will findsout proper - 
ways? both to fit theni for it, and to call them to it. [3.4 
That God has his remnant in all places: there was Obadiah 
in the houfe of Ahab, faints in Czfar’s houfehold, and a de- 
vout Nehemiah in Shufhan. the-palace. [4.] That God can 
make the courts of princes fometimes nurferies, and fometimes- 
fanétuariés, to the friends and patrons of the church’s caufe. 

Nowyhere wejhave; . 

1. Nehemiah’s tender.and compaffionate inquiry concerning 
the ftate of the Jews in their own land, ver, 2. It happened 
that a friénd and relation of his came to the court with fome 


other company, by whom he had an opportunity of informing 


himfelf 


NE 


himfelf fully, how it went with the children of the captivity, 
and what polture Jerufalem, the beloved city, was in. Nehemiah 
lived at eafe, in honour, and fulnefs himfelf, but cannot forget 
that hé is an Ifraelite, nor fhake off the thoughts of his brethren 
in diftrefs, but he doth in'fpirit (like Mofes, Aéts vii. 23.) vi- 
Jit them, and look upon their burdens. As diltance of place did 
not alienate his affections from them, though they-were out of 
fight, yet not out of mind, fo neither did, (4.) The dignity to 
which he was advanced. ‘Though he was a great man, and pro- 
bably rifing higher, yet he did not think it below him to take 
cognifance of his brethren that were Jow and defpifed; nor 
was he afhamed to own his relation to them, and concern for 
them. (2.) The diverfity of their fentiments from his, and the 
difference of their practice accordingly. ‘Though he did not go 
to fettle at Jerufalem himfelf, (as we think he ought to have 
done, now liberty was proclaimed), but conformed to the court, 
and {taid there, yet he did not therefore judge or defpife them 
that were returned, or upbraid them as impolitic,. but kindly 
concérned himfelf for them, and was ready to do them all the 
good offices he could : and that he might know which way to 
do them a kindnefs, be a/eed concerning them. Note, It is law- 
ful and good to enquire, what news? We fhould inquire efpe- 
cially, concerning the {tate of the church and religion, and how 
it fares with the people of God; and the defign of our enquiry 
muft be, not that, like the et chiine we may have fomething 


to talk of but that we may know how to direét our prayers — 


and praifes. 

2. The melancholy account which is here given him of the 
prefent {tate of the Jews at Jerufalem, ver. 3. Hanani, the per- 
fon he inquired of, has this charaéter given of him, chap. li. 2. 


that he feared God above many, and therefore would not only — 


fpeak truly, but when he fpake of the defolations of Jerufalem, 
{pake tenderly ; and, it is probable, his errand to court at this 
time,’ was to folicit for fome favour, fome relief or other that 
they ftood in need of. Now the account he gives is, (1.) That 
the holy feed was miferably trampled on, and abufed; in great 
affliction and reproach ; infulted upon all occafions by their 
neighbours, and filled with the Jcorning of them that are at café. 
(2.) That the holy city was expofed, and in ruins. ‘The wall 
of Jerufalem was {till broken down, and the gates, as the Chal- 
deans left them, in ruins. ‘This made the condition-of the inha- 
_bitants both very defpicable under the abiding marks of pover- 
ty and flavery, and very dangerous, for their enemies might 
when they pleafed make an eafy prey of them. The temple was 
built, the government fettled, and a work of reformation brought 
to fome head, but here was one good work yet undone ; this was 
full wanting. Every Jerufalem on this fide the heavenly one will 
have fome defeét or other in it, for the making up of which it 
a require ‘the help and fervice of its friends. 


. The great affli€tion this gave to Nehemiah, and the deep . 


content it put him into, ver. 4. (1+) He wept and mourned. It 
was not only jut when he heard the news, that he fell into a 
pation of weeping; but his forrow continued certain days. 

Note, The defolations and diftrefles of the church, ought to be 


the matter of our grief, how much foever we live at eafe.” (2.) 


He fafled and prayed, not in public, he had no opportunity of 
doing that, but before the God of heaven, who fees in fecret, and 
will reward openly. By his falting and praying, [1.] He con- 
fecrated his forrows, and direéted his tears aright; forrowed af- 
ter a godly fort, with an eye to God, becaufe his name was re- 
proached in the contempt caft on the people, whofe caufe there- 
fore he thus commits to him. [2.] He eafed his forrows, and 
unbordened his fpirit by pouring out his complaint before God, 
and leaving at with him. [3.] He took the right method of 
fetching in relief for his people, and direction for bimfelf in 
avhat way to ferve them, Let them who are forming any good 
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defi ignsfor the fervice of the public, take God along with them, a 
from the firft conception of them, and utter all their projects bes a 
fore him; that is the way to profper in them. 4 
5 And faid, I befeech thee, O Lorp God of 4 
heaven, the great and terrible God, that keeperh : 
covenant and mercy for them that love him‘and — 
obfetve his commands: 6 Let thine ear:-now be 
attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayeft — 
hear the prayer of thy fervant, which I pray be-. 
fore thee now, day and night, for the children ofa 4 
Ifrael thy fervants, and confefs the fins. of the 4 
children of Ifrael, which we have finned againft- 
thee : both I, and my father’s houfe have finned. 
7 We have dealt very corruptly againft thee, 
and have not kept the commandments nor the | 
ftatutes nor the judgments which thou com- 7 
mandeft thy fervant Mofes.. 8 Remember, | be-— 4 
feech thee, the word that thou commandedft thy . 
fervant Mofes, faying, Jf ye tranfgrefs, + will 
fcatter you abroad among the nations: 9 But if — 
ye turn unto me, and-keep my commandments, — 
and do them ; though there were of you caft 
_out unto the uttermoft part of the heaven, yer 
will 1 gather them from thence, and will bring - 
them unto the place that I have chofen to fet 
my name there. 10 Now thefe are thy fervants, 
and thy people, whom thou haft redeemed ye 
.thy great power, and by thy ftrong hand. 110 | 
Dorp, I befeech thee, let now thine ear “be ate 
‘tentive to the prayer ‘of thy fervant, and to the 
prayer of thy fervants, who defire to fear thy 
name; and profper, I pray thee, thy fervant ~ 
this day, and grant him mercy in the fight of 
this man. For I was the king’s cup- -bearer, 
We have here Nehemiah’s prayer; a prayer that has refers. 
ence to all the prayers which he had for fome time before 
been putting up to God day and night, while he continued his _ 
forrows for the defolations of Jerufalem; and withal to the- 
petition he was now intending to prctegs x to- the ing, Se maf- — 
ter for his favour to Jerufalem. ; te 
We may obferve in this prayer, aN 
1. His humble and reverent addrefs to God, in. “which I tea 
proftrates himfelf before him, and gives unto him the glory due 
unto his name, ver. 5.3 it is much the fame with that of Da-— 
niel, chap. ix. 4. It teacheth ns to draw near to God, 
| (1.) With a holy awe of his majefty and glory, remembering 
that he is the God of heaven, infinitely above us, and fovereign 
Lord over us, and that he is the greet and terrible. God, infi- 
nitely ex@elling all the principalities and powers, beth of the - 
upper and of the lower world, angels arid kings: and he i ce mae 
‘God to be worthipped with fear by all his people, and whofe — ~ 
_ powerful wrath all his- enemies have reafon to be afraid of, _ 
Even the terrors of the Lord are improveable, for the comfort | 
atid encouragement of thofe that truftin him. (2.) With a — 
holy confideace in his grace and truth, for he beepeth covenant — — 
and mercy for them that love him; not only for the mercy that 
is promifed, but even more than he promifed§ nothing fhall be 


thought too much to be done for them that lowe him, and ae 
Ais commandments. 
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* 2. His general requeft for the audience and acceptance of 
all the prayers and confeffions he now made to God: ver. 
6. Let thine ear be attentive to the prayer, not which I /ay, 


(bare faying prayer will not ferve), but which I pray Lefore 
thee; then we are like to fpeed in praying, when we pray in _ 


praying ; and let thine eyes be open.upon the heart, from which 
the prayer comes, aad the cafe which is in prayer laid before 
‘thee. God formed the eye, and planted the ear, and therefore 
fhall he not fge‘clearly ? fhall he not hear attentively? 

3. His penitent ¢onfeffion of fin. 
ned, it was-no great mortification to him to own that, but / 
and my father’s houfe have finned, ver. 6. Thus doth he humble 
himfelf, and take fhame to himfelf in this confeflfion ;. wehave 
(I and my family among the reft have) dealt very corruptly a- 
gainfl thee, ver. 7.5 in the confeflion of fin, let thefe two things 
be owned as the malignity of it, that it is a corruption of our- 


felves, and an ‘affront to God; it is dealing corruptly againft | 


God, {etting up the corruptions of our own hearts in oppofition 
to the commands of God. 

4. The pleas he urges for mercy for his people Ifrael. 

t/?, He pleads what God. had of old faid to them, the rule 
he had fettled of his proceedings towards them, which might 


be the rule of their expectations from him, ver. 8,9. He had | 


5 faid indeed, that if they broke covenant with’ him, he would 


Scatter them among the nations, and that threatening was fulfilled 


in their captivity. Never was people fo widely difperfed“as If 


rael was at this time ; though at firft fo clofely incorporated : 
_ but he had faid withal, that if they turned to him, (as now they 
began to do, having renounced idolatry and kept to the temple- 
fervice), he would gather. them again. This he quotes from 


- Deut. xxx. 1,—5’. and begs leave to put God in mind of it, 


(though the eternal mind needs no remembrance), as that 
which he guided his defires by, and grounded his faith and 


_ hope upon in praying this prayer; remember I befeech thee that 
 -mord; for thou haft faid, put me in remembrance. 
owned, ver. 7. We have not kept the judgments whieh thou . 


He had 


commandeft thy fervant Mofes, yet begs, ver. 8. Lord, re- 
member the word which thou commandeft thy fervant Mofes, for 
the covenant is often faid to be commanded. If God were 
not more mindfal of his promifes, than we are of his precepts, 
we were undone.’ Our beft pleas therefore in prayer, are thofe 
that are taken’ from the promife of God, the word on which 
he has caufed us to hope, Pfal. cxix. 49. ° . 
“2dly, He pleads the relation wherein of old they {tood to 
God; thefe are thy fervants and thy people, ver. 10. whom 
thou halt fet apart for thyfelf, and taken into covenant with 
thee. Wilt thou fuffer thy fworn enemies to trample upon 
and opprefs thy fworn fervants? If thou wilt not appear for 
*hy people, whom wilt thou appear for? See Ifa. Ixitix rg. 
/As‘an evidence’ of their being God’s fervants, he gives them 
this charaéter,'ver. 11.\they defiré to fear thy name. They are 
not only called: by thy name, but really have a reverence for 
thy name: they now worthip thee, and thee only, according to 


7 thy will, and’ have an awe ofall the difcoveries thou art plea- 


fed to make of thyfelf. ‘This they have a defire todo, which 
notes, (1.) Their good will to it. It is*their conftant care 
and endeavour to be found in the way of their duty, and they 
"aim at it, though in many‘inftances they come fhort. (2.) 
Their complacency in it; they take pleafure to fear thy name, 
fo it may be read; not only to do their duty, but to dosit 


with delight. Thofe fhall gracioufly be accepted of God, that 


truly defire to fear his name ;:\for thofe defires’ are his own 
Work. PA EE MH I IE HSA she gy : ° 

‘3 3dly, He pleads. the préatithings: God had formerly done 
forthem, ver. 10. whom thou haft redeemed by thy great power, 


in the days of old, and thy power is ftill the fame; wilt thou 
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Not only Ifrael has fin- ‘ 
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not therefore {till redeem them, and perfect their redemption ? 
Let not them be overpowered by theenemy, that have a God 
of infinite power on their fide. 

Lajfily, He concludes with a particular petition, that God 
would profper him in’his uadertaking, and give him to find fa- 
vour with the king: This man he calls him, for the greaté{t 
of men are but men before God; they muft know themfelves: 
to be fo,.Pfal. ix. 20. and others mut know them to be fo, 
who artthow that thou fhould). be afraid of a man? Mercy in 
the fight of this:man,.is what he prays for, meaning not the 
king’s mercy, but mercy from God in his addrefs to the kings 
Favour with. men is then comfortable, when we can {ee it 
{pringing from the mercy of God. 
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How Nehemiah-wre/Hed with God and. prevailed, we read 
~ tn the foregoing chapter. Now here we are told, how like 
« Facob he prevailed with men alfo, and fo found that his 


> prayers were heard and anfwered. 1. He prevailed with 


the king to fend him to Ferufalem with a commiffion to build 
a wall about it, and grant him what was nece ary for it, 
ver, 1,—8. Il. He prevailed againff the enemies that 
would have obfiructed him in his journey, ver. Qy—11. 
and laughed him out of bis undertaking, ver. 19, 20¢ III. 


He prevailed upon his own people to join with him in this - 


good work; viewing the defolations of the wall, ver. 12;— 

_ 16. and then gaining them to lend every one a hand to- 

wards {the rebuilding of them, ver. 17,18. Thus did 
God own him in the work to which he called him. 

ND it came to pafs in the month Nifan, in 

the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, 

that wine was before him: and I took up the 


wine, and gave 7¢ unto the king.. Now 1 had _ 


not been before time fad in his prefence. 2 
Wherefore the king faid unto me, Why zs thy 
countenance. fad, feeing thou art not fick? this 
is nothing e//e but forrow of heart... Then I 
was very fore afraid, 3 And faid unto the king, 
Let the King live for ever: why fhould not my 
countenance be fad, when the city, the place of. 
my father’s fepulchres, /icth wafte, and the gates 
thereof are confumed with fire? 4 Then the 
king faid unto me, For what doft thou make 
requeft? So'l prayed to the God of heaven. 5 
And I faid unto the king, If it pleafe the king, 
and if thy fervant have found -favour in thy 
fight, that thou wouldft fend me unto Judah, 
unto the city of my fathers fepulchres, that I 
may build it. 6 And the king faid unto me, 
(the queen alfo fitting by him) For how long 
fhall thy journey be? and when wilt thou re- 
turn? So it pleafed the king to fend me, and I 
fet him a time. . 7 Moreover I faid unto the. 
king, If it pleafe the king, let letters be given 
me to the governors beyond the river, that they 
may convey me over till I come into Judah; 8 
And a letter unto Afaph the keeper of the 
king’s foreft, that he may give me timber to 
make beams for the gates of the palace which 
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' $34 


appertained to the houfe, and for the wall of 
the city, and for the houfe that [ fhall enter 
into. And the king granted me according to 
the good hand of my God upon me. . 
“When,Nehemiah fhad prayed for the relief of his country- 
men, and perhaps in David's words, Pfal. li. 18. Build 
thori the walls of Ferufalem ; he did, nov fit Mill and fay, let 
God. now do his own. work; for Ihave no: more te do ; but 
fet himfelf to, forecaft what he could do towands it... For our 
prayers mult be feconded wath our ferious endeavours, elfe we 
mock God. Near four months pafled, from Chifleu to Ni- 
fan, from November to March, before Nehemialr made his ap- 
plication to: the king for leave to go to Jerufalem; either be- 
caule the. winter was not a proper time for fuch a journey, and 
lec. would not make. the motion: till he: ‘could. purfue it; oF 
becaufe it was fo long before his month of waiting came, and 
there wasno coming into the king’s-prefence uncalled, Efth. 
Ww. 11.’ Now he attended the king’s table, he hoped: to 
have his ear. 
in our addreffes to the King of kings, but have liberty. of ac- 
cefs to him at all times: to the throne of grace we never come 
unfeafonably. Now here. is, 
t. The occafion which he gave the king to enquire into 


his cares and griefs, by: appearing fad in his:prefences! \Thofe _| a 
their unjul and unreafonable gricfs and fears: but Nehe- 


| miah could give fo good a reafon. for his fadnefs, as to ap- 
peal to the king himfelf concerning it. Obferve, [1.}- 


that {peak to fuch great men, matt not fall abruptly, upon their 
bufinefs, but fetch, a compafs.. Nehemiah would try. whether 
he were: in a good humour, before he ventured to tell him his 
errand, and this.method he took to try him. 
wine, and: gave it to the king when he called for it, expecting 
that then he would look him in the face. “He had not ufed 


the court, (as courtiers muft do), which would admit no for- 
rows, Efth. iv. 2. Though he was a ftranger, a captive, h¢ 
was eafy and pleafant. Good men fhould do what they can 
by their chearfulnefs, to convince the world of the pleafantnefs 
of religions ways, and to roll away the reproach caft upon 
them as melancholy ; but their is a time for all things, Eccl. 
~ iii, g. . Nehemiah now faw caufe both to be fad, and to,appear 
fo. The miferiesof Jerufalem gave him caufe to be fad, and his 
fhewing it will give occafion to the king to enquire into the 
eaufe. He did not diffemble fadnefs ; for he was really in grief for 
“the affliGions of Jofeph, and was not like the hypocrites who 
disfigure their faces ; yet he could have concealed his grief, 
if it had been neceffary; the heart knows its own bitternefs, 


and in the midit of laughter is often fad: but it would, now 
“ferve his purpofe to difcover his fadnefs. Though he had | 


wine before him, and probably, according to the office of the 
eup-bearer, did himfelfdrink of it before he gave it to the king; 
yet it would not make his heart glad, while God’s Trael was 
in diftrefs. Re 
2. The kind notice which the king took of his fadnefs, and 
the inqniry he made into the caufe of it: ver. 2. Why is thy 
gountenance fad, fecing thou art not Sick? Note, (1.) We ought, 
from a principle of Chriftian fympathy, to concern ourfelves 
in the forrows and fadneffes of others, even of our inferiors, 
~ and not fay, what is itto us} Let not matters defpife their 
fervants griefs, but defire to make them eafy. The great God 
is not pleafed with the dejeétions and difquietnefs of his peo- 
ple, but would have them both ferve him with gladnefs and 
eat their bread with joy. (2.) it is not ftrange, if thofe that 
are fick have fad countenances, becaufe of what is felt, and 
what is feared. Sicknefs will make thofe grave that were moft ai- 
rae gay. Yet a good man even in ficknefs may be of good 
chear, if he knew that his fins are forgiven. (3.) Freedom 
fiom ficknefs is fo great a ‘mercy, that while we have that, we 
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nance without ficknefs. — 


We are not thus limited to certaim moments . 
| itis when (though: I myfelf am well, and at eafe) the citys 


pulchres lieth wofte? Many are melancholy and fad, but can 


He took up the .} 


us to think. often of our father’s fepulchres, We are apt to 


to be fad in the king’s prefence, but conformed to the rules of . dwell in our thoughts upon their honours and their titles, their 


and confider that they who have gone: before us in the world,. 


| why fhould I not-be fo? There is a time even for pious and 
| profperous men to be fad, and to fhew it. The beft men muft 


Y it is avale of tearswe pafs through, and we muft fubmit. to the 


| have a concern for God’s honour, and that are living members. 
| vour even Zion’s duft, Pfal. cil, 14. : 

| mind, and the application he thereupon made in his hear 
: not pleafed to fee him melancholy, and, itis likely, had a 


commiflion he gave to Ezra, who was a church-man,. an: 
"again in'the power he put Nehemiah into, who was a 
- man; wanting therefore only to know how. he mig! 
' able to Jerufalem, he afks this its careful Laas 
, thou make requeft ?-fomething thou would have, w 
_ was afraid to. 


+ promife that we fhall fpeed, enable us to. come boldly. to the 
throne of.grace.. Nehemiah immediately. prayed to the God of 


- 


ought not tobe inordinately dejeded under any outward burs 
den; yet forrow for our own fins, and the fins of others, ang 
the calamitics of God’s church, may well fadden the counter — 


3. The account which Nehemiah gave. the king of the caufa 
of his fadnefs, which he gives with meeknefs and fear. (1.)_ 
With fear; he owns that now (though it appears by the fol- 
lowing ftory he was a man of courage) Ae was fore afraid, pere 
haps of the king’s wrath, for thofe eaftern. monarchs aflumed, 
an abfolute power of life and death, Dan. m. 12; 13. ¥. 19s 7 
or mifplacing a word, and, lofing his requeft by the mifmanage- — 
ment of it. Though he was a wife man he was jealous of —~ 
himfelf; left he thould fay any thing imprudently: it becomes 
us to be fo, A good affurance is indeed a good accomplifh= — ‘ 
ment, yet a humble felf- difidence is no man’s difpraife. (2.)_ 
With meeknefs, without reflection upoe any man, and with . 
all the refpeét, deference, and’ good-will imaginable to the» 
king his matter, in thefe words, Let the hing live for ever ¢ 
he is wife and good, and the fitte(t man-in the world to rules 
he modeftly afked, Why /hould not my countenance be fad? as 


(the king knew what city he-meant) the place of my fathers few . 


give no. good reafon for it, cannot tel] why or wherefore; fuch —— 
{hould chide themfelves for, and: chide themfelves out of 


He calls Jerufalem ihe place of bis fathers fepulchres,- 
the place where his anceftors were buried, It is good. for 


houfes and: eftates; but Jet us. think alfo of their fepulchresy : 


have alfo gone before us out of the world, and their monu- 
ments are mementos to us ;-and there is a great refpect owin: ae 
to the memory of our fathers, that that be not injured. rie 

nations, even thofe that have had no expectation of the refur- 
reétion of'the dead, have looked upon the fupulchres of their 
anceftors as in fome degree facred, and:not to be violated. 
[2] He jultifies himfelf in his grief: I do well to be fad ;. 


not think to antidate heaven, by banifhing all forrowful thoughts, 
temper of the climate. [3.] He afligns the ruins of Jerufa- 
lem, as the true caufe of his grief. Note, All the grievances. 
of the church, but. efpecially its defolations, are and ought to 
be matter of grief and fadnefs. to all good people, to all that 
of Chrift’s myttical body, and are of a public fpirit ; they fas. 

4. The encouragement which the king gave him to tell his. 
God, ver. 8... The king had an affection for him, and. 


nefs for the Jews religion; he had difcovered it befor 


t be fe 
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fpeak, ver. 2, but this gave him boldnefs.. Mach 
more may the invitation Chrift has given us to pray, and the: 


. » heaveny 


i 
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heaven, that he would give him wifdom to afk decently, and 
incline the king’s heart to grant him his requeft. They that 
_ would find favour with kings, mutt fecure the favour of the 
King of kings. 
~. Ty above even this mighty monarch, It was not a folemn 
_ prayer, he had not opportunity for that, but a fecret fudden e- 
_> jaculation ; he lift up his heart to that God who underftands 
' the language of the heart: Lord, give mea mouth and wifdom 3 
: Lord, give me favour in the fight of this man. Note, It is 
__. good to be much in pious ejaculations, efpecially upon particu- 
| lar occafions ; wherever we are, we have a way open heaven- 
ward. This will hinder no bufinefs, but farther it rather ; 
therefore let rio bufinefs hinder this, but give rife to it rather. 
~ Nehemiah had prayed very folemnly with reference to this ve- 
‘Ty oceafion, chap. i. 12.3 yet when it comes to the puth, he 
prays again. Ejaculations and folemn prayers muft not juitie 
Out one another, but each have its place. > 

5. His humble petition to the king ; when he had this en- 
couragement, he prefents it very modeftly,’and with fubmif- 
fion to the king’s wifdom, ver. 5. But very particularly, he 
afks for a commiflion to go governor to Judah, to build the 
wall of Jerufalem, and to ftay there for a certain time, fo ma- 
ny months we muft fuppofe ; and then either he had his com- 
miflion renewed, or went back, and was fent again, fo that be 
prefided there twelve years at lealt, chap. v. rq. He alfo afk- 
ed for a convoy, ver. 7. and an order upon the governors, 

__ hot only to permit and fuffer him to pafs through their refpec- 
tive provinces, but to fupply, him with what he had occafion 
for: with another order upon the keeper of the foreft of Le- 
-banon, to give him timber for his work that he defigned. 

“6. The king’s great favour to him. In afking him ‘when 
he would return, ver. 6. he intimated, that, he would not lofe 
him, nor could be long without him} yet, to gratify him, and 
do a real office of kindnefs to his people, he would fpare him 
a while, and let him have what claufes he pleafed inferted. in 
his commiflion, ver. 8. Here was an immediate anfwer to his 
prayer ; for the feed of Jaeob never fought the God of Jacob 
m vain. In the account he gives of the fuccefs of his peti- 
tion, he takes notice, (1.) Ofthe prefence of the queen, the 
Yat by, ver. 6. which (they fay) was not ufual in the Perfian 
court, (Efth. i. 13.) Whether the queen was his back- 
- friend, that would have, hindred him, and he obferves, it to 
' the praife of God’s powerful providence, that though fhe was 
by, yet he fped; or whether the was his true friend, and it is. 

- obferved to the praife of God’s kind providence, that fhe was 
prefent to help forward his requelt, is not certain. 
the power and grace of God, He gained his point, not ac- 
cording to hts merit, his intereft in the king, or his good 


management, but’ according to the good hand of 1s God upon | 


him. Gracious fouls take notice of God’s hand, his good 
hand in all events which turn in favour of them: This is the 
Lord’s doing, and therefore doubly acceptable. 
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97 Then I came to the governors beyond 
‘the river, and gave them the king’s letters. 
(Now the king had fent captains of the army, 
and horfemen with me). 10 When Sanballat 
the horonite, and Tobiah the fervant the Am- 
monite, heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly 


that there was come a man to feek the welfare | 


-_ of the children of Ifrael. 11 So I came to Jeru- 
falem, and was there three days. 12 4 And I 
arofe in the night,l and fome few men with me, 


od { 
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He prayed to the God of heaven, as infinite. | 


(2-) Of 


neither told I any man what my God had put 
in my heart to do at Jerufalem: neither was 
there any beaft with me, fave the beaft that [ 
rode upon. . 13 And I went out by night, by 
the gate of the valley, even before the dragon- 
well, and to the dung-port, and viewed the 
walls of Jerufalem, which were broken down, 
and the gates thereof were confumed with fire. 
14 Then I went on to the gate of the fountain, 
and to the king’s pool: but ‘bere was no place 
for the beaft that was under me to pals. 15 
Then went I up in the night by the brook, and 
viewed the wall, and turned back, and entered 
by the gate of the valley, and /o returned. 16 
And the rulers knew not whither I went, or 
what I-did, neither had I as yet told zt to the 
Jews, nor to the priefts, nor to the nobles, not 
to the rulers, nor to the reft that did the work. 
17 { Then faid I unto them, Ye fee the diftrefs 
that we are in, how Jerufalem “eth watte, and 
the gates thereof are burnt with fire: come and 
let us build up the wall of Jerufalem, that we 
be no more a reproach. 18 Then I told them 
of the hand of my God, which was good upon 
me; as alfo the king’s words that he had fpoken 
unto me. And they faid, Let us rife up and 
build. So they ftrengthened their hands for 
this good work. 19 But when Sanballat the 
Horonite, and Tobiah the fervant the Ammon 
ite, and Gefhem, the Arabian heard zt, they 
laughed us to fcorn, and defpifed us, and faid, 
What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel a- 
gainft the king? 20 Then anfwered I them, 
and faid unto them, the God of heaven, he will 
profper us; therefore we his fervants will arife 
and build: but you have no portion, nor fight, 
nor memorial in Jerufalem. ne ee 


We are here told, 

1. How Nehemiah was difmiffed by the court, he was fent 
from: The king appointed captains of the army and horfemen 
to go with him, ver. g. both for his guard, and to fhew that he 
was aman whom the king did delight to honour, that all the 
King’s fervants might refpeét him accordingly, Whom the King 
of kings fends, he thus protects, he thus dignifies with an holt 
of-angels to attend them. : 

2. How he was received by the country he was fent to. 

if, By the Jews and their friends at Jerufalem. We are told, 

(1.) That while he concealed his errand, they took little 
notice of him: He was at Ferufalem three days, ver. 11. and 
it doth not appear that any of the great men of the city waited 
on him to congratulate his arrival, but he lay incognito. The 
king fent horfemen to attend him, ‘but the Jews fent none to 
meet him; he had-no beaft with him, but that which he him- 
felf rode on, ver. 12. Wife men, and thofe who are worthy 
of double honour, yet covet not to corne with obfervation, to 
make a fhew, or make a noife, no not when they come with 

the greateft bleflings. They that thortly are to have the domi- 
sNz2 \ nion 


Re 
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nion in the morning, the world now knows not, but they lie hide 
t John ii. 1. ae . Of 
(2.). That though they took: little gone of him, he took 
great notice of them and their ftate. He rofe in the-night, and 
viewed the ruins of the walls, probably by moon-light, ver. 13. 
that he might fee what.was to be dofe, and in what method 
they muft go about it, whether the old foundation would ferve 
and what there was of the old materials that would be of vufe; 
Note, [1.] Good work is then like to be well done, when it 
is firt well confidered. [2.] It is the wifdom of thofe who 
are engaged in public bufinefs, as much as may be, to fee with 
their onun eyes, and not to proceed altogether upon the reports 
and reprefentations of others, and yet do thiswithout noife, and, 
if poflible, unobferved. [3.]. They that would build up the 
church’s walls, muft firft take notice of the ruins of thofe walls. 
They that would know how to mend, mutt inquire what is a- 
mifs ; what necds reformation, and what may ferve as it is. 
(3:) ‘That when he difcovered his defign to the rulers and 
people, they chearfully coricurred with him in it. He did not 
tell them at firlt what he came about, ver. 16. becaufe he would 
not feem.to do: it for oftentation ; and that if he found it im- 
practicable, he might retreat the more honourably. Upright 
humble men will not found a trumpet before their alms, or any 
other their other good offices. But when he had viewed and 
-confidered the thing, and_probably felt the pulfe of the rulers 
and people, he told them what God had put into his heart, 
ver. 12. éven to build up thé wall of Ferufalem, ver. 17. Ob- 
ferve, [1.] How fairly he propofeth it to them: Ye fee the 
diftre(s we are in, how we lie expofed to the enemies that are 
‘sound about us; how juftly they reproach us, as foolifh and 
defpicable ; how eafily they make a prey of us whenever they 
have a mind. Come therefore, and let us build up the wall. He 
doth not undertake to do it without them. It could not be 
the work of one man; nor doth he charge and command im-’ 
perionfly, though he had the king’s commiffion, but in a friend-" 
ly brotherly way exhorts and excites them to join with him in 
this work. 'T'o encourage them hereto, he {peaks of the de-. 
fign, [1.] As that which oued its original to the /pecial grace 


of God. He takes not the praife of it to himfelf, as a good — 


thought of his own ; but acknowledgeth that God put it tnto 
his heart, and therefore they all ought to countenance it ; what- 
' ever is of God muft be promoted ; and might hope to profper 
~ in it, for what God puts men upon, he will own them ins [2.] 
As that which owed its progrefs hitherto to the fpecial provi- 
dence of God. He produced the king’s conimifhon, told them 
how reagily it was granted, and how forward the king was to 
favour his defign, in which he faw the hand of his God good 
upon him. It would encourage both shim and them to 


proceed in an undertaking which God had fo remarkably. : 


fmiled upon. Thus he propofed it to them and, [2.] ‘They 


prefently came to a refolution, one and ‘all, to concur with . 


him: Let'us rife up and build. ' They are afhamed that they 


have fat ftill fo long, without fo much as attempting this, 


needful work, and ‘now refolve to rife up out of their floth- 


fulnefs, to beftir themfelves, and to ftir up one another. Let 


us rife up, ie. let us do it with vigour, and ‘diligence, and 
’ yefolution, as thofe that are determined to. gq through with it. 
So they flrengthened their hands, their own, and one anothers, 


for this goed work, Note, [1.] Many agood work would. 


\ find hands ‘enough to be laid to it, if there were but one good 
head to lead in it. They all faw the defolations’ of -Jerafalem, 
_yet none propofed the repair of them.’ But when Nehemiah 
propofed it, they all confented to it. 
tion fhould be loft purely for want of one to move it, and to 
_ break the ice in it... [2..] By lirring up ourfelves and. one a- 
nother to that which is good, we /irengthen ourfelves and one ane 


‘ 


 tyyab) becaufe we.are cold tovit, indifferent, and unrefolved. 


“facaking paltry arts to weaken Ifrael wete thus baffled and) 


“them. Nothing isia greater vexation, to,the enemies. of go 


- be grieved. 


‘it.  Thus.may the impotent menaces of the church’s, enemies, — 
“be eafily defpifed by the church’s friends. aiee 


It is a pity a good mo- 


ze) 


_ Chap. I 
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other for it; for the. great reafon why we are weak in out d 


. 2dly, Lict us now fee how Nehemiah was received by thos j 
that withed ill to the Jews; whom God and his Ifrael bleffed; 
they curled. ; tenet ? 

(1.2) When he did but thew his face, it vexed them, ver. 10. 
Sanballat and 'Tobiah, two,of the Samaritans, but by birth the — 
former.a Moabite, the latter an, Ammonite,> when they, faw ~ 
one come.armed with a-commifion from the king, to do fer- 
vice to Ifrael, it grieved them exceedingly, that’ all their little 


fruftiateds by 2 fair, and noble, and generous project to ftrengthen 


people, who have mifreprefented them to princes ‘as. tarbule 
and faétious, and not fit to live, than to fee them. ftand right in. 
the opinion of their rulers, their innocency cleared, ‘and. their 
‘reproach rolled away ; and’ that they are thought, not. only fit © 
to live, but fit to be trufted. When they, faw a man come in ~ 
‘that ports who profefledly fought the welfare of the children of 
Ffrael, it vexed them to the heart : The wicked Joall fee it, and 
(2.) When he began to act, they fet themfelves to hinder.) 
him, but in vain ver..149, 20. [1+] See here with what lit. 
tle reafon ‘the enemies difcouraged them. . They reprefented_ 
the undertaking as q filly thing ; they laughed us to feorn, and 
defpifed us as foolifh builders, that could not finifh what we bee © 
gan: and as an iil thing, no better than treafon, Will ye rebel 
again/? the king 2 Becaufe this was the: old. invidious _ charge, 
though now they had a commiffion fromthe king, and. were’ 
taken under his proteétion, yet {till they mutt be called rebels, 
[2.} See alfo with what good reafon they flighted thefe dif- 
couragements. They bear up themfelves with this, that. they 
were'the fervants of the God of heaven, the only true and | 
ing God, that they wereiatting for him'in what they did, and 
that therefore he would bear.them out, and profper.them, tho” 
the heathen raged, Pfal. ii. 1. They confider alfo, that the 
reafon:why thefe enemies did fo malign them, was, 
they had no right in Jerofalem, but envied them their right- 
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Saying and doing are often two things ; many are ready to ay» 
Let us rife up and bnild, who fit fill and do nothing; like 
that fair-/poken fon, who faid, I go, Sir, but went not. ‘The 
undertakers here were none of thofe. As foon.as they had 
refolved 10 build ithe wall about Ferufalem, they loft na 
time, but Jet about it prefenily, as we find in this chapter, 
Let it never be faid we left that good work to be done to-. 
morrow, which we might as well have done to-day. This 
chapter gives an account of two things, 1. The names of the 
builders, which are recirded hereto their honour ; Ser they 
were fuch as hercin difcovered a great xeal for God an 
their country; both a pious and a public fpirit > @ grea 
degree bath of indufiry and courage ; and what they did 
was fit to be thus largely regiftered, both for their pra: 
and for the encouragement of others to follow their examp 
_ IL, Lhe order: of the burlding, they took it before them, a 
ended wherethey begun, They repaired, (1.) From the { 
gate to the fifh-gate, ver. 1, 2. (2.) Thence to the o' 
ver. 3-5. (3+) Thence to the valley-gate, ver. 6, 
~(4:) Thence to the dung-gate, ver. 14. (5.) Thence 
gate of the fountain, ver. 14. (6.) Thence to the water-gate, 
vere 15;-=26. (7.). Thence by the horle-gate. to the fheep: 
gate, again whence they began, ver..27,—32.; and , bey 
brought their work quite round thecity, = 


. > a 


' 
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Chap. AI, 


PY HEN-Ehathib the high-prieft rofe'up with 
ig j his brethren the priefts, and they built the 
fheep-gate, they ‘fan@ified it, and fet up the 
* doors of it; even unto the tower of Meah they 
-fanGtified it unto the tower of Hananeel. 2 And 
next unto him builded the men of Jericho* and 
“next to them builded Zaccur the fon of Imri. 
3 But the fith-gate did the fons of Hafenaah 


build, who alfo laid the beams thereof, and fet, 


“ap the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the 


bars thereof. 4 And next unto them repaired 


_~ Merimoth the fon of Urijah, the fon of Koz: and 
next unto them repaired, Mefhullam: the fon of 


Berechiah, the fon of Mefhezabeel: :and next 
unto them repaired Zadok the fon of Baana. 
5 And next unto them the Tekoites repaired ; 
but their nobles put not their necks to the work 


© “of their Lord, 6 Moreover, the old gate repaired 


Jehoiada the fon of Pafeah, and Methullam the 


don of Befodaiah ; they laid the beams thereor,: 
- and fet up the doors thereof,and the locks there?’ 
_ of, and the bars thereof. 7 And next unto them” 
-. repaired Melatiah the Gibeonite, and: Jadon the ~ 
~ Meronothite, the men of Gibeon, and of Mizpah, 
- unto the throne of the governor on this fide the 
“river. 8 Next unto him repaired Uzziel the fon | 


of Harhaiah, of the gold{miths: next..unto him 


__alfo repaired Hananiah, the.fon of one of the a- 


 pothecaries, and they fortified Jerufalem unto 
- the broad wail. 9 And next unto them repaired 


- Rephaiah the fon of Hur, the ruler of the half. 


. part of Jerufalem.. ro And next unto. them re- 


. paired Jedaiah the fon of Harumaph, even over: 


4 againit his houfe: and next unto him repaired 


_ Hattuth the fon of Hafhabniah. 11 Malchyah 
- the fon of Harim, and Hafhub the fon of Pahath- 


_ Moab, repaired the other piece, and the tower ° 


of the furnaces.» 12 And next unto him repair- 


~ ed Shallum the fon of Haioheth, the ruler of the 


half part of Jerufalem, he and his daughters. 
13 The yalley.gate repaired Hanun and the in- 
habitants of Zanoa.; they built it, and fet up 
the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars’ 
thereof, and a thoufand cubits on the wall unto 
the dung-gate. .14 But the dung-gate repaired 
Malchiah the fon of Rechab, the ruler of- part of 
Beth-haccerem: he built it, and fet up the doors 


thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof.. 
r5-But the gate of the fountain’ repaired Shal-. 


lum the fon of Colhozeh, the ruler of part. of 


Mizpah: he built it, and covered.it, and-fet up, 
_the doors thereof; the locks thereof, and the bars - 


thereof, and the wallof the pool of Siloah by the 


king’s garden, and urito the ftairs that go down | 


EL 
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from the city of David. 316 After him repaired 
Nehemiah the fon of Azbuk, the ruler of the 
half part of Beth-zur, unto the place over againtt | 
the fepulchres of David, and to the pool that was 
made, and unto the houfe of the mighty. 17 Af- 
ter him repaived the Levites, Rehum the fon of 
Bani:next unto him repaired Hathabiah the ruler 
of the half part of Keilahyin-his part. 18, After 
him repaired their brethren, Bavai the fon of 
Henadad, the ruler of the ‘half part of Keilah: 
ig And next to him repaired Ezerthe fon-of Jes- 
{hua, the ruler of Mizpah, another piece over a-.. 
gainit the going up to the armoury at the turning 
ofthe wall. 20 After him Baruch the fon of Zab- 
bai, earneftly. repaired the other piece, from the- 


turning of the wail, antothe door of the houfe of 


Eliafhib the high-prieft.. 2. After him repaired 
Merenioth the fon of Urijah, the fon-of Koz, ano- 


' ther piece, fromthe door of the houfe of Eliathib, . 
evento the end of thehoufe of Eliafhib. 22 And 


after him repaired the priefts, themen ofthe plain. 
23 After him repaired Benjamin, and. Hathub, 
over againift their houte: after him repaired Aza- 
riah, the fon of Maafeiah, the fon of Ananiah, by 
his houfe. 24 After him repaired Binnui the fon - 
of Henadad, anather piece, from the houfe of A-- 


| zatiah, unto the turning @f rhe wall, even unto’ ~~ 


the corner. 25 Palal the fon of Uzai, over againft 


the-turning of the wall, and the tower which. 
lieth out from the king’s high houfe, that was 
by the court of the prifon: after him, Pedaiah.. 
the‘fon of Parofh. 26 Moreover, the Nethinims - 


dwelt in Ophel, unto the place over againft the ~ 
water-gate toward the eafty and the tower that 
lieth out. 27 After them.the Tekoites repaired | 


another piece, over again{t the great tower that 


lieth out, even unto the wall of. Ophel. 28 From. 
above the horfe-gate repaired the priefts, every 
one over againft his-houfe. . 29 After them re- 
paired Zadok the fon of Immer, over‘againtt his - 
houfe : after him repaired alfo Shemaiah, the fon. 
Shechaniah, the keeper of the eaft-gate. 30 Af- - 
ter him repaired Hananiah the fon.ot Shelemiah, . 
and Hanan the fixth fon of Zalaph, another 
piece: after him repaired Mefhullam the fon of 


- Berechiah, over. againft his chamber, 31 After 
- him repaired Malchiah, the. goldf{mith’s fon, un-_ 


to the place of the Nethinims, and of the mer- 


‘chants, over againft the gate Miphkad, and to 


the going up of the corner. _ 32 And between» 
the .going up.of corner unto the the theep-gate, 
repaired the goldfmiths and the merchants. 


The beft ‘way to know how to divide this chapter, is to obferve - 


how the work was divided among the undertakers, that every 
; one: 


Ne ae 


ae 


one might know what he had to de, and mind it accordingly 
with a holy emulation, and defire to excel, yet without any 
‘contention, animofity, or feparate intereft. Na f{trife appears 
among them, but which fhould do moft for the public good. 

Several things are obfervable in the account here given of 
the building of the wall about Jerufalem. 

1 That Eliafhib the high prieft, with his brethren the priefts, 
Jes] the van in this troop of builders, ver. 1. Minifters fhould 
be firft and foremoft in every good work ; for their office obli- 
geth them to teath and quicken by their example, as well as 
by their doétrine. If their be labour in it, who-fo fit as they_ 
to work ? If danger, who fo fit as they to venture? The dig- 
nity of the high prieft was very great, and obliged him to fip- 
nalize himfelf in this fervice. 
gate, fo called, becaufe through it the fheep were brought that 
were to be facrificed in the temple ; and therefore the prielts 
undertook the repair of it, whole inheritance the offerings of the 
Lord made by fire were. And of this gate only, it is faid that 
they fanctiied it with the word and prayer, and perhaps with 
facrifices; either; (1.) Beeaufe it led to the temple; or, (2.) 
Becaufe with this the building of the wall began, and it is pro- 
bable (though they were at work in all parts of the wall at the 
fame time) this was firft finifhed; and therefore at this. gate 
they folemnly committed their city and the walls of it to the 
divine protection. Or, (3.) Becaufe the priefts were the build- 
érs of it, and it becomes minifters above others, being them- 
felves in a peculiar manner fanétified to God, to fanctify to him 
all their performances, and to do even their common actions 
after a godly fort. 5 

2. That the undertakers were very many, who each took 
their fhare, fome more, and fome lefs in this work, according 
as their ability was. Note, What is to be done for the public 
good, every one fhould affilt in and further, to the utmoft of 
this place and power. United force will conquer that which 
no one dares venture on. 

_ 3 That many were adtive in this work, who were not them- 
felves inhabitants of Jerufalem, and therefore confulted purely 
‘the public welfare, and net any private intere(t or advantage 
of their own. Here is'the men of Jericho with the firft, ver. 
2. the men of Gibeon and Mizpah, ver. 7. and Zanoah, ver. 
‘13. Every Ifraelite fhould lend a hand towards the building 
of Jerufalem. he ak 5 

4 That feveral rulers, both of Jerufalem and of other cities, 
were active in this work, thinking themfelves bound-in honour 
to do the utmoft that their wealth and power enabled them to 
do for the furtherance of this good work. But it is obferve- 
able they are called rulers of part, or the half part of their re- 
{pedtive cities. AAs one that was ruler of the half part of Fe- 

' rufalem, ver. 42. Another of part of Beth-haccerem, ver. 14. 
Another of part of Mizpah, ver, 15. Another of the half part 

: af Bethzur, ver. 16. One that was ruler of one half part, and 

another of ¢he other half part of Keilab, ver. 17, 18. Perhaps 
the Perfian government would not intruft any one with a ftrong 


“city, but appointed two to’be.a watch upon each other. Rome 


had two confols. 

5 Here is a juft reproach faftened upon the nobles of 'Tekoa, 
that they put not their necks to the work of the Lord, vet. 5.3 i. e. 
they would not come under the yoke of an obligation to this 
. fervice ; as if the dignity and liberty of their peerage were their 

difcharge from ferving God, and doing good, which is indeed 
the higheft honour, and the trueft freedom. Let not nobles 
think any thing below them, by which they may advance the 
interelts of their country ; for what elfe is their nobility good 
for, but that it puts them in a higher and Jarger {phere of ufe- 
fulnefs, than that in which inferior perfons move, 

6. ‘Two undertakers joined in repairing the old gate, yer. 6. 


~ ders, were active in this work, gold/miths, apothecaries, mere 


The priefts repaired the fheep- | 


. be mended. 


Many hands will make light work. — 
- fixth fun of his father, ver. 30. 
- feems, laid not their hand to this work, but he did. In doing 


_ caufe their nobles fet them an ill example, by withdrawing from 


_ undertook not any particular piece of the wall, yet he 


encouraged the builders, fet hishand to the work where he 


| 
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and fo were co-founders, and fhared.the honour of it between 
them. ‘The good work we cannot compafs ourfelves, we mult 
be thankful to thofe that will go partners with us in. 
think this is called the o/d gute, becaufe remaining of the ancient 
Salem, and faid.to be firft built by Melchizedek. “ech 

7. Several good honett tradefmen, as well as priefts and rue | 


chants, yer. 8, 32. ‘They did not think their callings exe 
cufed them, nor plead, that they could not leave their fhops ta 
attend the public bufinefs, knowing, that what they loft would 
certainly be made up to them by the blefling of God upoa their 
callings. “ii i 
8. Some ladies are fpoken of as helping forward this work. 
Shallum and his daughters, yer. 12. who, though not capable 
of perfonal fervice, yet having their portions in their own hands, 
or being rich widows, contributed money for buying materials, 
and paying workmen. St Paul {peaks of fome good womea 
that laboured with him in the gofpel, Phil. iv. 3. eres 
g. Of fome it is faid, that they repaired over againft their 
houfes, ver. 10, 23, 28, 29. 3 and of one who, it is likely, was: 
only a lodger, that he repaired over again/? his chamber, ver. 30. 
‘When a general good work is to be done, each fhould apply 
themfelves to that part of it that falls neareft them,-and within — 
their reach. If every one will {weep before his own door, the 
{treet will be clean. If every one will mend one, we fhall all 
If he that has but a chamber, will repair before 
that, he doth his part. ; oe ace: oy 
10. Of one it is faid, that he eameftly repaired that which 
fell to his fhare, ver. 20. with an inflamed zeal. Not that 
others were cold and indifferent ; but he was the moft vigorous 
of any of them, and made himfelf remarkable for it. It is goo 
to be thus xealou/ly affected in a good thing ; and it is probable 
this good man’s zeal provoked very many, to take the m 
pains, and make the more hafte.. pe peat ee 
11. Of one of thefe builders it is obferved, that he was the 
His five elder brethren, it. 


that which is good, we need not ftay to fee our betters go be-~ 
fore us 5 if they decline it, it doth not therefore follow that we - 
muft, Thus the younger brother, if he be the befter man, and — Sy 
doth God and his generation better fervice, is indeed the bet- | 
ter gentleman. ‘Thofe are moft honourable, that are moft 
ufeful. ae Share 
12. Some of them that had fr? dene, helped their fellows, 
and undertook another fhare, where they faw there was ‘moft 
need. Merimoth repaired, ver. 4. and again, ver. 21. And 
the Tekoites, befides the piece they repaired, ver. 5- undertook. 
another piece, ver. 27.; which ts the more remarkable, be- 


the fervice ; which, inftead of ferving them-for an excufe to fit — 
{till, perhaps made them the more forward to a double-work, 
that by their zeal they might either fhame or atone for the co» 
vetouinefs and careleffnefs of their nobles. © == 

Lajily, Here is no mention of any particular fhare that 
hemiah himfelf had in this work. A name-fake of his i 
tioned, ver. 16. But did he do nothing? Yes, tho: 


than any of them; for he'had the overfight of them all. 
of his fervants worked where there was moft need, and th 


ther half {tood centinel, as we find after, chap, iv. 16. 3° 
he himfelf in his own perfon walked the rounds, direéte 


faw occafion, and kept a watchful eye upon the motions of the 
enemy, as we fhall find in the next chapter. The pilot nee 


not haul at a rope, it is enough for him to fleer. — 


os —~ 


& CHAP IV. ; : 

We left ald bands at work for the building of the wall ahout 

Jerufalern. But fuch good work doth nat ule. to be carried 
on without oppofition: naw here we are told what oppof- 
tion was given to it, and what methods Nehemiah betsok 
ta forward the work, notwithfanding that oppofiion. 1. 

~ ‘Their enemies reproached aid ridiculed their undertaking 3 
but their feof they anfwered with prayers, heeded then net, 
but went on with their work notauithPanding, ver. 1,—6. 
TH. They formed a bloody defign. againft them, ta hinder 
them by force of arms, vet. 7,12. And to guard againft 
this, Nehemiah prayed, ver. 9. fet guards, ver. 43. and en- 
couraged them to fight, ver. 14. by which the defign was 
broken, ver. 15. and fo the avork was carried on with all 
needful precaution azainft a furprife, ver. 16,—-23. In all 
this Nehemiah approved himfelf a man of gveat condu 
and courage, as well as great piety. 


pUT it came to pafs, that when Sanballat 
4 -heard that we builded the wall, he was 
wroth, and took great indignation, and mocked 
the Jews. 2 And he fpake before his brethren 
and the army of Samaria, and faid, What do 
thefe feeble jews? will they fortify themfelves? 


will they facrifice? will they make an endina ° 


_ day? will they revive the ftones out of the 
_. heaps of the rubbith, which are burnt? 3 Now 
‘Tobiah: the Ammonite was‘by him, and he 
faid, Even that'which they build, if a fox go 
up, he fhall even break down their f{tone- wall. 
4. Hear, O our God, for we are defpifed: und 
turn their reproach upon their owm head, aad 
give them for a prey im the land of captivity : 
5 And cover not their iniquity, and let not their 


fin be blotted out from before thee: for they | 


_ have provoked tee to anger before the build- 
ers. 6 So built we the wall; and all the wall 
was joined together unto the half thereof: for 
the people had a mind to work. 


Here is, 1. The fpiteful, {cornfal reffe@ion which Sanballat - 


and Tobiah caft upon. the Jews, for their attempt to. build the: 
wall about Jerufalem. The country rang of it: prefeatly, in- 
telligence was brought of it to Samiaria, that neft of enemies 
to the Jews and. their profperity ; and here we are told how 
they. received. the tidings. (1.)i In heart they were very an- 
gry at the undertaking, and had. great indignation, ver. 1. It 
vexed them that Nehemiah came to. feek their welfare, chap. 
ii, 30.3 but when they heard of this great undertaking for their 
good, they were out of ali patience. They had hitherto plea- 
fed themlelves with.the thoughts that while Jerufalem was un- 
_ walled, they could {wallow it up, and make themfelyes matters 
of it when they pleafed ;, but if it be walled, it will not only: 


be fenced again{t them, but by degrees. become formidable to. | 
them. The ftrength and fafety of the church is the griefvand» | - 


vexation of its enemies. (2.) In word they*defpifed it, and. 
made it the fubje& of their ridicule, in which they did fuffiz 
ciently, fpit they venom, but good was brought olit of its for 


8 looking upon)it as a foolifly undertaking, that would fink under 


its own. weight, they did not go about to obftradt-it till it was. 
too late. Let us fee with. what pride and malice they fer 


themfelves publicly to banter it. [1,], Sanballat {peaks with . 
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{corn of the workmen, thofe feeble Yeas, ver. 2. What will 
they do for materials? Will they revive the flones out of the 
rubbifh! And what mean they to, be fo hafty? Do they think 
ta make the walling ofa city but one day’s work ? and to keep 
‘the featt of dedication with facrifice the next day? Poor filly peo- 


‘ple! fee how ridiculous they make themfelves! £2.) ‘Tobiah 


{peaks with no lefs fcorn of the work itfelf. He has his Jout too, 
and mult thew his wit, ver, 3. Profane {coffers fharpen one 
another. Sorry work (faith he) they are likes to make of it, 
they themfelves will be afhamed of it, if a fox go up, not with 
his fubtility, but with his weight, he wil/ break down their 
Jtone-wall. Many a good work has been thus- looked upen 
with contempt by the proud and haughty /corners.. 
2. Nehemiah’s humble and devout addrefs to God, when: 
he heard of thefe reflections. He had notice brought him 
what they faid; it is probable they themfelves fent him a mef 
fage to this purpofe to difcourage him, hoping to jeer him out: 
of his attempt, but he did not anfwer thefe fools according to 
their folly, did not upbraid, them with their weaknefs, but 
looked up to God by prayer. (1.) He begs of God to take 
notice of the indignities that were done them, ver. 4. and im 
this we are to imitate. him. Hear O our God, for we are dem _ 
Jpifed. Note, [1.] God’s people have oft been a defpifed peo- 
ple, and loaded. with contempt. [2.] God doth and wilk 
hear all the flights that are put upon his people, and it is their 


_ comfort that he doth fo, and a good. reafon why they: fhould: 


be as deaf, Pfal. xxxviii. r3, 14. .Thow art our God to 
whom we appeal ; our caufe needs no more but a. fair hearing. 
(2.) He begs of God to avenge their caufe, and turn. the re— 
proach upon the enemies themfelves, ver. 4, 5. and this was. 
{poken rather by a fpirit of prophecy than.by a {piri of prayer,. 
and: is not to be imitated by us who are taught of Chrilt to 
pray for them that de/pitefully ufe and perfecute us ; Chrift him= 
{elf prayed for thofe that reproached him, Father, forgive them; 
Nehemiah here prays, Cover not'their iniquity. Note, [1.}; 
They that caft contempt on God's people, do but prepare e€-- 


_-verlafting fhame for themfelves. [2.] It is a fin from which. 


finners are feldom. recovered, Doubtlefs, Nehemiah had rea- 
fon to think the hearts.of thofe finners were defperately har-- 
dened, fo that they would never repent of it, elfe he would: 
not have prayed that it might never be blotted out. The rea 
fon he gives is not, they have abufed us, but they have provoked’ 
thee, and that before the builders, to whom,, it is likely, they 
fent a fpiteful meflage. Note, Therefore we fhould be angry: 
at the malice of perfecutors, not becaufe it is abufive to us,. 
but becaufe it is offentive to God,.and on that we may ground! 
an expectation that God. will appear againit it, Pial. Ixxiv.. 
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3. The vigour of the builders, notwithitanding: thefe reflec— 
tions, ver. 6. They made fuch good fpeed, that, ina little. 
time, they had run up the wall to-half its height, for she peor - 


» ple had a mind to work, their hearts were upon it, and they: 


Note, (1.) Then good. work goes. 


would have it forward. 
(2.) The reproach-- 


on well, when people have a mind to it. 


es of*enemies fhould: rather quicken us to our duty than drive. 
‘usfrom ite. 


74 But it came to pats, chat when Sanbal— 
lat, and. Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the: 
Ammonites, and the Afhdodites, heard.that the 


. walls of Jerufalem were made up, and that the: 
_ breaches began to be ftopped, then. they were: » 
very. woth, 


8 And confpired all of them. to. 
gether, to come and to fight againit Jerufalem,, 
andi 
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and to hinderit. g Neverthelefs} we miade our 
prayer unto our God, and fet a watch againft 
them day and night, becaufe of them. 10 And 
Judah faid, The ftrength of the bearers of bur- 
dens is decayed, and there is much, rubbifh, fo 
that ‘we are not able to build’the wall. 11 
And our adverfaries faid, They fhall not know, 
neither fee, till we come in the midft among 
them, and flay them, and caufe the work to 
ceafe. 12 And it came to pafs that when the 
Tews which dwelt by them, came, they faid 


. unto us ten times, From all places, whence ye 


fhall return unto us, they will be upon you. 13 
4| Therefore fet I in the lower places behind 


the wall, and on the higher places, I even fet 


the people after their families, with their fwords, 
their fpears, and their bows. 14. And, I look- 
,ed, and rofe up and faid unto the nobles, and 
-to the rulers, and to the reft of the people, Be 


not ye afraid of them: remember the Lorp 


which is great and terrible, and fight for your 
brethren, your fons and your daughters, your 


wives and your houfes. 15 And it came to pafs 


when our enemies heard that it, was known un- 
to.us, and God had brought their counfel to 
nought, that we returned all of us to the wall, 
every one unto his work. 


‘We have here, 
_ 1. The confpiracy which the Jews enemies formed againft 
-them to flay the building, by (laying the builders. The con- 
fpirators were not only Sanballat and ‘Tobiah, but other neigh- 
bouring people whom they had drawn into the plot. ‘They, 
flaitered themfelvesjwith a fancy, that the work fhould foon 
ftand {till of itfelf; but when they heard that it went on and 
profpered, they were angry at the Jews for being fo hatty to 
pufh the work forward, and angry at themfelves for being fo 
flow in oppofing it, ver. 7. they were very wroth. Curfed be 
their anger, for it was fierce, and their wrath, for it was cruel. 


Nothing would ferve but they would fight againfi Ferufalem, 


ver. 8. Why, what quarrel had they with the Jews? Had | 


they done them. any wrong? or did they defign them any? 
No, they lived peaceably by them; but it was merely “out of 
envy and malice; they hated the Jews piety; and were there- 
fore vexed at their profperity, and fought their ruin. _Obferve, 
41.) How unanimous they were: They conjpired all of them 
together, though of different interefts among themfelves, yet, 


one in their oppofition to the work of God, (2.) Hew clofe © 


they were ; they faid, éhey /hall not know, neither fee, till we 
have them at our mercy. ‘T"hus they took crafty counfel, and’ 
digeed deep to hide it from the Lord, and promifed themfelves 
fecurity and fuccefs from the fecrecy of their management. 


— (3.) How cruel they were ; we will come and flay them. If 


nothing lefs than the murder of the workmen’ will put a ftop 
to the work, they will not {tick at that ; nay, it is their blood 
they thirft for, and they are glad of any pretence to glut them. 


_ felves with it.. (4.) What the defign was, and how confident 
they were cf fuccefs; it was to caufe the work to ceafe, ver. 1 8 


and this they doubted not but to effe&. The hindering of a 


good work is that which bad men aim at, and promife them- 


NE H'E MIA #. 


| to fecure ourfelves by prayer only, without watchfulnefs, we are 


lll, Pile eA ee ee, 


Chap. I ve 
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felves ¢ but good work is God’s work, and it fhall profper. © 
2. The difcouragements which the builders themfelves 
boured under. At the fame time when the adverfaries { 
lei us caufe the work to ceafe, Fudah faid, \et us cven le 
fall, for we are not able to go forward with it, ver. 10. They” 
reprefent the labourers tired off their legs, and the remaining 
difficulties infuperable, even of that firft part of their work, 
removing of the rubbifh; and therefore think it advifeable t 
defift for the prefent. Can_Judah, that warlike valiant tribe, — 
fneak’thus ? Aétive leading men have many times as much — 
to-do to grapple with the fears of their friends, as with the 
terrors of their enemies. 3 fier 
3. The information that was brought to Nehemiah of th 
enemies defigns, ver. 12. There were Fews that dwelt by thei 
in the country, who though they had not zeal enough to brin, 
them to Jerufalem, to help their brethren in building the wall 
yet having, by their fituation, opportunity to difcover the ene- | 
mies motions, they had fo much honefty and affection to the = 
caufe, as to give intelligence of it; nay, that it might be the | 
more credited, they came themfelves to give notice of it; and ~ 
they faid it ten times, repeating it ten times, repeating it 
-men in-earneft, and under a concern, and the report was cc 
firmed by many witneffes. The intelligence they gave is » 
preffed abruptly, and finds work for the critics to. make 
the fenfe of it; which perhaps is defigned to intimate, tha’ 
they gave this intelligence as-men out of breath and in confu- 
fion, whofe very looks would make up the deficiencies of their 
words ; I think it may be read without any fupply, whateve 
"place ye turn to, they are againft us, {fo that you have need to — 
be upon your guard on all fides... Note, God has many ways ~ 
of bringing to light, and fo bringing to nought the devices and ~ 
defigns of his and his church’s enemies : even the cold and the 
feeble Jews that contentedly dwell by them, fhall be made to” 
ferve as {pies upon them ; nay, rather than fail, @ bird of 
air fhall carry their voice. Ss Dig a 
4. The pious and prudent methods which Nehemiah here- 
upon took to baffle the defign, and_to fecure his work an 
workmen ; it is faid, ver. 14. he looked. (1.) He looked up, © 
engaged-God for him, and put himfelf and his caufe under the — 
divine protection, ver. 9. we made our prayer unto our God.’ — 
That was the way of this good man, and fhould be our way; 
- all his cares, all his: griefs, all his fears, he fpread before God, ~ 
and thereby made himfelf eafy.. This was the firft thing he ~ 
did; before he ufed any means, he made his prayer to God ;_ 
for with him we muft always begin. (2.) He looked about — 
him, Having prayed, he /et @ watch againft them: The ins 
ftructions Chnift has given us in our fpiritual warfare apree wit 
this example, Matth. xxvi/ 41. Walch and pray. Tf we thin 


flothful, and tempt God. If by watchfulnefs without pray. 
we are proud and flight God ; and either way we forfeit 
protection, ; ie Uses ae i 
Obferve, (1.) How he pofted the guards, ver. 13.” 
lower places he fet them behind the wall, that they 
noy the enemy over it, as a breaft; but in the his 
where the wall was raifed to its full height, he fet 
it, that from the top of it they might throw down 
darts upon the head of the affailants; he fet the 
families, that mutual relation might engage th 
fiftance. (2.) How he animated and encourage 
He obferved even the nobles and rulers them 
: the reft of the people, to be under a great. c 
the intelligence that was brought them, and read 
were all undone, by which their hands were 
- for work and war; and therefore he. endeavours to fil ce th 


. fears.” Come (faith he) be not afraid of them, but behave y 


} 
~ 
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felves valiaiitly, confidering, [1.] Who you fight under ; you 


_ cannot have a better captain, remember the Lord who is great 
_ and terrible; you think you enemies great and terrible, but 


what are they in comparifon with God, efpecially in oppo- 
fition to him? he is great above them to controul them, and 


will be terrible to them when he comes to reckon with them. 


Thofe that with an eye of faith fee’ the church’s God great 
and terrible, will fee the church’s enemies mean and defpicable. 
The reigning fear of God» is the beft antidote again{ft the en- 


{naring fear-of man. . He that is afraid of @ man that fall die, | 


forgets the Lord his maker. Tifa. li. 12, 13. ~ [2..] Who you 
fight for, you cannot have a better caufe, you fight for your 
brethren, (Pfal. cxxii. 8.) your fons and your daughters. All 
that is dear to you in this world lies at ftake, therefore Lehave 
yourfelves valiantly. 

5. The happy difappointment which this gave to the enemy, 


a ver. 15. When they found their defign was difcovered, and 


that the Jews were upon their guard, they concluded it was 
to no purpofe to attempt any thing, but that God had brought 
their counfel to nought. ‘They knew they could not gain their 
point bnt by furprife, and if their plot-was known, it was quath- 
ed. The Jews hereupon returned every one to his work, with 
fo much the more chearfulnefs, becaufe they faw» plainly that 
God owned it, and owned them in the doing of it. Note, 
-God’s care of our fafety ; fhould engage and encourage us to 


~ go on with vigour in our duty. As foon as ever our danger is 


over, let us return to our work, and truft God another time. 


16 And it came to pafs from that time forth, 


that the half of my fervants wrought in the 


work, and the other half of them held both the 
fpears, the fhields and the bows, and the ha- 
bergeons; and the rulers were behind all the 
houfe of Judah. 17 They which builded on 
the wall, and they that bare burdens, with thofe 
that laded, every one with one of his hands 
wrought in the work, and with the other band 
held a weapon. 18 For the builders, every 


‘one had his fword girded by his fide, and /o 


builded: and he that founded the trumpet was 
by me.. 19 § And I faid unto the nobles, and 


to the rulers, and to the reft of the people, The 


“Nan 
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work zs great and large, and we are feparated. 


upon the wall, one far from another. 20 In 
what place therefore ye hear the found of the 
‘trumpet, refort ye thither unto us: our God 


‘fhall fight for us. 21 So we laboured in the~ 


work: and half of them held the fpears, from 
the rifing of the morning, till the ftars appear- 
22 Likewife at the fame time faid 1 unto 
the people, Let every one with his fervant lodge 
within Jerufalem, that in the night they may 
be a guard to us, and labour on the day: 23 


So neither J, nor my brethren, nor my fervants, 


nor the men of the guard which followed me, 
none of us put off our clothes, /aving that every 
one put them off for wafhing. | 

When the builders had fo far reafon to think the defign of 
the enemies broken, as to return to their work, yet they were 
not fo fecure as to lay down their arms, knowing how reft- 


lef and unwearied they were in their attempts, and if one de~ — 
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fign failed, they would be hatching another. Thus mult we 
watch always again{t our {piritual enemies, and not expect that 
our warfare will be accomplifhed till our work is. See what 
courfe Nehemiah took that the people might hold themfelyes 
in a readinefs, in cafe there fhould be an an attack. 

1. While one half was at work, the other half was undet 

their arms, holding /pears, and fhields, and bows, not only for 
themfelves,-but for the labourers too, who would immediately 
quit their work, and betake themfelyes to their weapons upon 
the firft alarm, ver. 16, And, it is probable, they changed fers 
vices at fuch~and fuch hours, which would relieve the favigue of 
both, and particularly would be an eafe to the bearers of burdens, 
whofe frength is decayed, ver. 10. while they held the weapons, 
they were eafed, and yet not idle. Thus they divided their time 
between the trowels and the fpears, are {aid to work with one 
hand, and hold their weapons with the other, v. 1'7. Which cannot 
be underftood literally, for the work would require both hands; 
but it intimates that they were equally employed in both. Thus 
muft we work out our falvation with the weapons of our ware 
fare in our hand; for in every duty we muft expect to meet 
with oppofition from oar fpiritual enemies, again{t whom we 
mutt {till be. fighting the good fight of faith. 

2. Every builder had a fword by his fide, ver, 18. that he 
could carry without-hindering his labour. The word of God 
is the {word of the fpirit, which we ought to have always at 
hand, and never to feek; both in our labours,» and in our con- 
flicts as Chriftians. 

3. Care was taken both to get and to give early notice of 
the approach of the enemy, in cafe they fhould endeavour to 
furprife them. Nehemiah kept a trumpeter always by him, to 
found an alarm upon the firft intimation of danger, ‘The work 
was large, and the builders were difperfed ; for in all parts 
of the wall they were labouring at the fame time. Nehemiaii - 
continually walked round to overfee the work, and encourage 
the workmen, and fo would have fpeedy intelligence if the e+ 
nemy made an attack, of which, by found of trumpet, he would 
foon give notice to all, and they muft immediately repair to 
him, with a full affurance, that their God would fight for them, 
ver. 18,—20. When they acted as workmen, it was requifite 
they fhould be difperfed wherever there was work to do; but 
when as foldiers, 11 was requifite they fhould come into clofe 
order, and be found in a body. Thus fhould the labourers in 
Chrift’s building, be, ready to unite again{t a common foe. 

‘ 4. The inhabitants of the villages were ordered to lodge 
within Jerufalem, with their fervants, not only that they might 
be the nearer to their work in the morning, but that they might 
be ready to help in-cafe of an attack in the night, ver. 22. 
The f{trength of a city lies more in its hands than in its walls, 
fecure them and God’s blefling upon them, and be fecure. - 

5. Nehemiah himfelf andvall his men, kept clofe to-their 
bufinefs. The fpears were held up, with the fight of them to 
terrify the enemy, not only from fun to fun, but from twilight . 
to twilight every day, ver. 21. Thus ought we to be always 
upon our guard again{t our fpiritual enemies, not only (as here) 
while it is Light, but when it is dark; for they are the rulers 
of the darknie[s of this world. Nay, fo very intent was Ne- 
hemiah upon his work, and fo faft did. he hold his fervants to 
it, that, while the heat of the bufinefs lafted, neither he himfelf, 
nor his attendants, went into bed, but every night lay and flept 
in their clothes, ver. 23. except that they fhifted them now 

and then, either for cleanlinefs, or in a cafe of ceremonial pol- 
lution. It was a fign their heart was upon their work, when 
they could riot find time to drefs and undrefs, but. refolved 
they would be at all times ready for fervice. "Then good work 
is likely to go on fuccefsfully, when thofe that labour iit thus 
make a bufinefs of it. . 
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How bravely Nehemiah, asa wife and faithful governor, 
food upon his guard againft the attacks of enemies abroad, 
we read in the foregoing chapter. Here we have him no 
lefs bold and adive to redre/s grievances at home, and ha- 
ving kept them from being defiroyed by their enemies, to 
keep them from deftroying one another, Here is, 1. The 
complaint which the poor made to bim, of the great hard- 
JSoips which the rich (of whom they were forced to borrow 
money) put upon them, ver. 1,—5. 11. The effedual courfe 
which Nehemiah took, both to reform the oppreffors, and to 
relieve the oppreffed, ver. 6,—13. Ill. The good example 
which he bimjelf, as governor, fet them of compaffion and 


tender ne/s, ver. 14,—19. 
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ND there was a great cry of the people, - 


J-\ and of their wives, againft their brethren 
the Jews. 2 For there were that faid, We, our’ 
fons, and our daughters are many: therefore 
we take up corn for them, that we may eat and 
live. 3 Some\alfo there were that faid, We 
have mortgeged our lands, vineyards, and hou- 
_fes, that we might buy corn, becaufe of the 
dearth. 4 There were alfo that faid, We have 
borrowed money for the king’s tribute, and that 
upon our lands and vineyards. 5 Yet now our 
fleth zs as the flefh of our brethren, our children 


as their children: and lo, we bring into bon-~ 
_dage our fons and our daughters, to be fer- 


vants, and fome of our daughters are brought 
mto bondage a/ready, neither 7s it in our pow- 
er to redeem them: tor other men have our lands 
and vineyards. \ 


We have here the tears of the oppreffed, which Solomon’ 
confidered, Eccl. iv. 1. , And let us confider them as here 


they are dropped before Nehemiah, whofe office it was, as go- | 


vernor, to deliver the poor and needy, and rid them out of the 
band of the wicked oppreffors, Pf. Ixxxii. 4. Hard times, and 
‘hard hearts, made the poor miferable. 

‘1. The times they lived in were hard. There was a dearth 
‘of corn, ver. 3. probably for want of rain, with which God_ 
had chaftifed their neglect of his houfe, Hag. i. 11. and the non- 
payment of their church-dues Mal. iti. 9, 10. Thus foolifh 
“finful men bring God’s judgements upon themfelves, and then 
fret and complain of them. When the markets are high, and 


provifions fcarce and dear, the poor Yoon feel from it, and are | 


"pinched by it. Blefled be God for the mercy, and God de- 
liver us from the fin of fulne/s of bread, Ezek. xvi. 49. That 
which made the fcarcity here complained of the more grievous, 


~ was, that their fons and their daughters were many, Vet. 2. | 


‘The families that were moft neceflitous, were moft numerous. _ 
Here were the mouths, but where was the meat? Some have | 


eftates and no children to ‘inherit them, others have children 


and no eftates to leave them: thofe that have both have reafon © 


to be thankful, thofe that have neither may the better ‘be con- 
tent. Thofe who have great families and little fubflance, mutt 
learn to live by faith in God’s providence and promife; and 


thofe who have little families and great fubflance, mult mage _ 


their abundance a Supply for others want. But this was not all, 


as corn was ‘dear, fo the taxes were high; the kinp’s tribute 


mutt be paid, ver. 4.° This mark of their’ captivity ftill re- 
Perhaps it was a poll-money that was | 


mained upon them. 
required, and then their fons and their daughters being many, 
i-rofe the higher. The more they had to maintain (a hard 


| mours of the poor are not always juft) while we fit down and 


cafe,) the more they had to pay. Now it feems they had not — 
wherewithal of their own to buy corn, and pay taxes, but were © 
neceffitated:'to borrow. Their families came poor out of B 
bylon, they had been at great expence in building them houfes, — 
and had not yet (as we fay) got up their backs, when thefe — 
new burdens came upon them. he ftraits of poor houfe- ( 
_ keepers, that make hard fhift to get an honeft livelihood, and ii 
fometimes want what is fitting for them and their families, are 7 

well worthy the compaffionate confideration of thofe, that ei. ~ 
ther with their wealth, or with their power, are in a capacity — 
to help them. a 
2. The perfons they dealt with were hard. Money muft 4 
be had, but it muft be borrowed, and they that lent them mo. © 
ney, taking advantage of their neceflity, were very hard upon- 7 
them, and made a prey of them. (s.) They exacted intereft ~ 
from them at twelve per cent. the hundred part every month, % 
ver. 12. Ifmen borrow large fums to trade with, to increafe ~ 
their ftocks, or purchafe land, there is no reafon but the lender 
fhould fhare with the borrower in his profit, or if to fpend up- ~ 
on their Jufts, or repair what they have fo fpent; why fhould 
they not pay for their extravagancies? But if the poor borrow | 
to maintain their families, and we be able to'help them, it is — 
certain-we ought either to lend freely what they have occafion 
for, or (if they be not likely to repay it) to give freely fome- 
thing towards it. Nay, (2.) They forced them to mortgage 
to them their lands and houfes, for the fecuring of thesmoney, 
ver. 3. and not only fo, but took-the profits of them for inte= 
re{t, (ver. 5. compare ver. 11.) that by degrees they might 
make themfelves mafters of all they had. Yet this was not the 
worlt, (3.) They took their children for bond-fervants, to be ~ 
enflaved or fold at pleafure, ver. 5. This they complain of 
moft fenfibly, as that which touched them in a tender part, 
and aggravate it with this, our children are as their children, 
as dear to us as theirs are to them; not only of the fame hu- 
man nature, and intitled to the honours and liberties of that, ~ 
(Mal. 11.10. Job xxxi. 15.) but of the fame holy nation, free~ 
born Sfraelites, and dignified with the fame privileges. Our — 
flefh carries in it the facred feal of the covenant of circumci- _ 
fion, as well as the fle/h of our brethren, yet our heirs mut be 
their flaves, and itis not in our power to redeem them. This 
they made a humble remonftrance of to Nehemiah, not only — 
becaufe they faw he was a great man that could relieve them, 
but a good man that would. Whither fhould the injured poor 
flee for fuccour, but to the fhields of the earth? Whither but to 
the chancery, to the charity in the royal breaft, and thofe de- 
ae by it, for relief againft the /ummum jus, the extremity oF 
the Jaw, . 
We will leave Nehemiah hearing the complaint, and enqui- sy 
ring into the truth of the complainants allegations (for the cla- 
f 


look, (i.) With a gracious compaflion upon the oppreffed, and 7 
lament the hardfhips which many in the world are groaning | — 
under, putting our fouls into their fouls ftead, and remembering + 
in our prayers and fuccours them that are burdened, as burden- 
ed with them. (2.) With a gracious indignation at. the op- 
preflors, and envy again{t their pride and cruelty, who drink. ~~ 
the tears, the blood of thofe they have under their feet. But 
let thofe who fhew no mercy, expect judgment without mercy. 
Tt was an aggravation of the fin of thefe opprefling Jews, that: 
they were themfelves fo lately delivered out of the houfe of. 
bondage, which obliged them in gratitude to undo the heavy — 
burden, Ta. \viti. 6. eee 


6 Y And 1 was very angry, when I heard | 
their cry, and thefe words. 7. Then I confulted . 
‘with myfelf, and I-rebuked the nobles, and the: 
rulers, and faid unto them, You exact ufury eve- 
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ry one of his brother, And I fet a great affem- 
bly againit them. 8 And I faid unto them, We; 
after our ability, have redeemed our brethren 
the Jews, which were fold unto the heathen ; 
and will you even fell your brethren? or {hall 
they be fold unto us? Then held they their 
peace, and found nothing to anfwer. 9 Alfo I 
faid, It is not good that ye do: ought ye not 
to walk in the fear of our God, becaufe of the 
reproach of the heathen our enemies? 10 [| 
likewife, avd my brethren, and my fervants, 
might exad of them money and corn: I pray 
you let us leave off this ufury. 11 Reftore, I 
pray you, to them, even this day, their lands, 
their vineyards, theiroliveyards, and their houfes, 
alfo the hundredth part of the money, and of 


‘the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye exact of 
“them. 12 Then faid they, We will reftore them, 


and will require nothing of them; fo will we 


do as thou fayeft. . Then I called the priefts, 


and ‘ook an oath of them, that they fhould do 
according to this promife. 13 Alfo I fhook my 


Jap, and faid, So God thake out every man from 


his houfe, and from his labour, that performeth 
not this promife, even thus be he fhaken out, 
and emptied. And all the congregation faid, 
Amen, and praifed the Lorp. And the people 
did according to this promife, 


Tt fhould feem the foregoing complaint was made to Nehe- 
miah, at the fame time when he had-his head and hands as full 
as poflible of the public bufinefs about building the wall; yet, 
perceiving it to be jult, he did not reject it becaufe. it was un- 
feafonable : did not chide the petitioners, nor fall into a paflion 
with them for difturbing him, when they faw how much he 
had to do; a fault which men of bufinefs are too often guilty 


- of: no, nor did he fo much as adjourn the hearing of the caufes, 


or proceedings upon it, vill he had more leifure. The cafe cal- 
led for fpeedy interpofal ; and therefore he applied himfelf im- 
mediately to the confideration of it, knowing, that let him 
build Jerufalem’s walls never fo high, fo thick, fo {trong, the 
city could not be fafe while fuch abvfes as) thefe were tole- 


"rated. 


Now obferve, what method he took for the redrefs of this 
grievance, which was fo threatening to the public. 


_1. He was very angry, ver. 6. He expreffed a great dif- 


pleafure atit, as a very ill thing. Note, It well becomes ralers 


- to thew themfelves angry at fin, that by the anger itfelf they 


may be excited to their duty, and by the expreflions of it o- 
thers may-be deterred from ill. . 
2. He con/ulted with him/felf, ver. 7. By this it appears his 


"anger was not exceflive, but kept within bounds, that though 


his fpirit was provoked, he did not fay or do any thing unad- 
vifedly. Before he rebuked the nobles, he confulted with him- 
felf what to fay, and when, and how. Note, Reproofs mutt 
be given with great confideration, that what is well meant may 
not come fhort of its end, for want of being well managed. It 


is the reproof of inflruttion that giveth life. Even wife men | 
Jofe the benefit of their wifdom fometimes for want of confult- | 


ing with themfelves, and taking time to deliberate. 
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3. He rebuked the nables and rulers, who were the moneyed 
men, and whofe pawer, perhaps, made them the more bold to 
opprefs. Note, Even nobles and rulers, if they do that which 
is il, ought to be told of it by proper perfons, Let no man 
imagine that his dignity fets him above reproof, 

4. He feta great affembly againft them, called the people to- 
gether to be witnefles of what he faid, and to bear their telti- 
mony (which the people will generally be forward to do) a- 
gain{t the oppreflions and extortions their rulers were guilty of. 
Ezra and Nehemiah were both of them very wife, good ufeful 
men, yet in cafes not unlike theirs, a great deal of difference 
between their management. When Ezra was told of the fin 
of the rulers, in marrying ftrange wives, he rent his clothes, 
and wept, and prayed, and was hardly perfuaded to attempt a 
reformation, fearing it impraéticable ; for he was a man of a 
mild tender {pirit. When Nehemiah was told of as ill a thing, 
he warmed prefently, fell foul upon the delinquents, incenfed 
the people again{t them, and never refted till, by all the rough 
methods he could afe, he forced them to reform ; for he was 
a man of a hot and eager fpirit- Note, (1.) Very holy men - 
may differ much from each other in their natural temper, and 
in other things that refult from it. (2.) God’s work may be 
done, well done, and fuccefsfully, and yet ditferent methods 
taken in doing of its; which isa good reafon why we fhould 
neither arfaign others management, nor make our own a ftan- 
dard. There are diverfities of operation, but the fame fpinit. 

5+ He fairly reafoned the cafe with them, and fhewed them 
the evil of what they did. The regular way of reforming mens 
lives, is to endeavour, in the firft place, to-convince their con 
{ciences. Several things he offered ta their confideration, 
which are fo pertinent and juft, that it appeared he had con- 
falted with himfelf. He'lays it before them, (1.) That thofe 
whom they opprefled were their brethren, you exad? every one 
of his brother 3 it was. bad enough to opprefs {trangers, but 
much worfe to opprefs their poor brethren, from whom the di- 


vine law Gid not allow them to take any ufury, Deut. xxhi. 19, 


20. (2.) That they were but lately redeemed out of the hand 
of the heathen, the body of the people was fo by the wonderful 
providence of God, fome particular perfons among them were 
fo, who, befides their fhare in the general captivity, were ty 
fervitude to heathen matters, and ranfomed at the charge of Ne- 
hemiah, and other pious and-well-difpofed perfons. Now, faith 
he, have we taken all this pains to get their liberty out of the 
hands of the heathen, and fhall their own rulers enflave them? 
What an abfurd thing is this Mult we be at the fame trouble 
and'expence to redeem them from! you, as we were to redeem 
them from Babylon, ver. 8. Thofe whom God by his grace 
has made free, ought not to be again brought under 4 yoke of 
bondage, Gal.v. 1. 1 Cor. vii. 22. (3.) That it was a great” 
fin to opprefs the poor, ver. 9. L# és not good that ye do, tho’ 
you get money by it, you contract guilt by it, and ought ye not 
to walk in the fear of God ? Certainly you ought, for you pro- . 
fefs religion, and relation to him ; and.if you do, you will not 
be either covetous of worldly gain, or cruel towards your bre- ~ 
thren. They that walk in the fear of God, will not dare to 
do an ill thing, Job xxxi. 13, 14, 23. (4.) That it was a 
great feandal, and a reproach to their profeflion ; confider she 
reproach of the heathen our enemies, enemies to us, to our God, 
and to our holy religion. They will be glad of any occafion 
to fpeak againft us, and this will give them great occafion ; 
they will fay, thefe Jews that profefs fo much devotion to God, 
{ee how barbarous they are one to another. Note, [1.] All 
that profefs religion, fhould be very careful that they do no- 
thing to expofe them(elves to the reproach of them that are 
without,. lett religion be wounded through their fides. [2.] | 
Nothing expofes religion more to 7 reproach of its enemies, 
. 5 2 
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than the worldlinefs and hard-heartednefs of the profeffors of 
it. [3.] That he-himfelf had fet them a better example, ver. 
10. which he enlargeth upon afterwards, ver. 14, &c. They 


that rigoroufly infilt upon their right t 
very ill grace perfuade others to recede 


hemfelves, will with a 
from theirs.” 


6. He carneftly prefleth them not only not to make their 
poor neighbours any more fuch hard bargains, but to reftore 
that which they had got into their hands, ver. 11. See -how 
familiarly he {peaks to them, Ler us leave of this ufury, put- 


ting himfelf in, as becomes reprovers, 
any way guilty of the crime. See how 
bly he perfuades them, Z-pray you leav 


though far from being 
earneftly and yet hum- 
e off; and TL pray you 


reftore ; though he had authority to command, yet, for love's 
Sake, he rather befeeches’ See how particularly he preffeth them 
to be kind to the poor, give them up their mortgages, put them 
again in poffeflion of their eftates, remit the intereft, and give 
them time to pay in the principal. He urged them to their 


lofs, yet urging them to their duty, it 


would at ength turn to 


their advantage. What we charitably forgive, will be remem- 
bered and recompenfed, as well as what we charitably give, 


7. He laid them under all the obl 


igations poflible, to do 


what he preffed them to. (1.) He got a promife from them, 


ver. 12, We will reftore them. (2:) 
to give them their oath, that they woul 


Now their convigtions were ftrong, and they feemed refolved, 


he would keep them to it. (3.) Heb 
curfe or execration, hoping that would 


He fent for the priefts 
d perform this promife, 


ound them by a folemn 
{trike fome awe upon 


them, So let Ged /hake out every man that performeth not this 
promife, ver. 14. ‘This was a threatening that he would cer- 
tainly do fo, to which the people faid, Amen, as to thofe curfes 
at mount Ebal, Deut. xxvii. That their throats might be cut 
with their own tongues, if they fhould falfify their engagement, 
and thus, by the dread of that, they might be kept to their pro- 
mife, with their Amen the people praifed the Lord ; {o far they 
were from promifing with regret, that they promifed with ail 
poflible expreffions of joy and thankfulnefs. Thus David, when 


he took God’s vows upon him, Sang an 
12. ‘This here was well, but that whi 


d gave praife, Pfal. lvi. 
ch follows was better ; 


they did according to this promife, and ftuck to what they had 
done, not as their anceftors in a like cafe, who re-enflaved 
thofe whom a little before they had releafed, Jer. xxxiv. ro, 
11, 18. Good promifes are good things, but good perform- 


ances are all in all. 


14 | Moreover, from the ti 


me that I was ap- 


pointed to be their governor in the land of Ju- 
dah, from the twentieth year, even unto the 
two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes the king, 
that is, twelve years, I and my brethren have 


not eaten the bread of the go 


vernor. 15 But 


the former governors that had been before me, 
were chargeable unto the people, and had taken 


of them bread and wine, befid 


e forty fhekels of 


filver, yea, even their fervants bare rule over 
the people: but fo did not I, becaufe of the fear 
~of God. 16 Yea, alfo I continued in the work 


of this wail, neither bought w 
all my fervants were gathered 


e any land: and 
thither unto the 


work... 17 Moreover, there were at my table 


an hundred and fifty of the 
befides thofe that came unto u 
heathen that are about us. 18 


Jews and rulers, 
s from among the 
Now that which 


| Was prepared for me daily, was an ox, and f 


. fatisfa@tion of doing good, neither bought we any land, ver. 16. i 
‘Say not then he was an ill hufband, but then he was a good. 
governor, who aimed not to feather his own neft, ~ ¥ 


| here, (1.) How little Nehemiah Teceived of what he might 
_have required ; he did the work of the governor, but he did. 


common excufe for rigour in fuch cafes, that it would be a. 


choice fheep; alfo fowls were prepared for m 
and once in ten days, ftore of all forts of wine: 
yet for all this required not I the bread of the: 
governor, becaufe the bondage was heavy upon 
this people. “1g Think upon me, my God, for: — 
good, according to all that I have done for this 
people. ae 


Nehemiah had mentioned his own praétice, as an induces 
Ment to the nobles not to burden the poor, no not with jolt de. 
mands} here he relates more particularly what his practice was, 
not in pride or vain-glory, or to pafs a compliment upon him= 
felf, but as an inducement. both to his fucceffors, and to the 
inferior magiftrates, to be as tender as might be of the people’s 
eafe. : Shy, 

1. He intimates what had been the way of his predeceffors, 
ver. 15. Fle doth not name them, becaufe what he had to fay 4 
of themr was not to their honour, and in fach a cafe it is good 
to {pare names ; but the people knew how chargeable they had © 
been, and how dear the country paid for all the benefit of their ~ 
government. The government allows them forty fhekels of | 
filver, which was near five pound, fo. much a-day (it is proba- 
ble); but befides that, they obliged the people to furnifh them: 
with bread and wine, infifting upon it as perquifites of their of. 
fice, and, not only fo, but they fuffered their {ePvants to {queeze » 
the people, and to get all they could out of them. Note, (1.) - 
It is no new thing, for thofe who are in public places to feek 
themfelves more than the public welfare, nay, and to ferve them- 
felves upon the public lofs, (2.) Matters mutt be accountable. 
for all the aéts of fraud and injuftice, violence and oppreffion,._ 
which they connive at in their fervants, Cpe sae? Rs 

2. He tells us what had deen his way. In general, he had ~— 
not done as the former governors did, he would not, he durft 
not, becaufe of the fear of God. He had an awe of God’s ma 

jefty, and a dread of his wrath. And, (1.) That reftrained ~~ 
him from opprefling the people. Thofe that truly fear God, 
will not dare to do any thing cruel or unjuft. (2.) It was ~ 
purely that which reftrained him : he was thus generous, not 
that he might have praife of men, or ferve a turn by his inte. 
re{t in the people, but purely for confcience fake, becaufe of the 
fear of God ; that will not only be a powerful, but an accept- 
able principle both of juftice and charity. What a good hand 
his predeceffors made of their place, appeared by the eftates 

they raifed ; but Nehemiah for his part got nothing, but the: 


Let us remember the words of our Lord, how he faid, it is. 
more bleffed to give than to receive, Aés XxX. 35. And obferve 


not eat the bread of the governor, ver. 14. did not require it, 

ver. 18. So far was he from extorting more. than his due,, 
that he never demanded that ; but lived upon what he had got 
in the king of Perfia’s court, and his own eftate in Judea; and. 
the reafon he gives for this piece of felf-denial is, becaufe the 
bondage was heavy upon the people. He might have ufed the _ 


wrong to his fucceflors not to demand his dues ; but let them 
look to themfelyes, he confiders the prefent ftate of the Jews, 
and while they groaned under fo much hardfhip, he could not 
find in his heart to add to their burden, but would rather lefs 
fen his own eltate than ruin them, Nets fa omterancl we ahi 
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mutt confider not only the juftice of them, but the ability of 


7 


thofe on whom we make them: where there is nothing to be 
had, we know who lofes his right. (2.) How much he gave, 
which he might have with-held. (1.) His fervants work, 
ver. 16. The fervants of princes think themfélves excufed 


~from labour ; but Nehemiah’s: fervants, by his order, no doubt, 


were all gathered to the work. 'Thofe that have many fervants, 
fhould contrive how they may do good with them, and keep 
them well employed. [2.] His oqwn meat, ver. 17, 18. He 
Kept a very good table, not on certain days, but conftantly ;. he 
had many honourable guefts, at leaft aa hundred and: fifty of 
his own countrymen, perfons of the firft rank, befides ftrangers 
that came to him upon bufinefs: and he had plentiful provifions 
for his guefts, beef, and mutton, and fowl, and all forts of wine. 


Let thofe in public places remember that they were preferred , 


to do good, not to enrich themfelves, and let lefler people leara 
to ufe hofpitality one to another without grudging, 1 Pet. iv.g. 
Lajfily, He concludes with a prayer, ver. 19. Think upon 
me, my God, for good. -(3.) Nehemiah here mentions what he 
had dove for this people, not in pride, as boafling of himfelf, nor 
in paflion, as upbraiding them ; nor doth it appear that he had 
occafion to do it in his own vindication, as Paul had to relate 


_ his like felfdenying tendernefs of the Corinthians, but to fhame 


_the rulers out of their oppreflions. Let them learn of him to 
be neither greedy in their demands,, nor paltry in their expen- 
ces, and then they would have the credit and comfort of it as 
he had. (2.) He mentions it to Cod in prayer, not as if he 


: _ thought he had hereby merited any favour from God, as a debt, 
* but to thew that he looked not for any recompence of his ge- 
_ nherofity from men, but depended upon God only to make up 


to him what he had loft and laid out for his honour; and he 
reckoned the favour of God reward enough ; if God do but 
think upon me for good, I Have enough. His thoughts to us- 
ward, are our happinefs, Pfal. Ix. 5. He refers himfelf to 
God to: recompenfe him-in fuch manner as he pleafed. If 
men forget me, let my God think on me, and I defire na 
more. 


eee. opr! 


The cries of oppreffed poverty being jiilled, we are now to in- 


quire bow the builting of the wail goes forward, and in 
this chapter we find rt carried on with vigour, and finifbed 
with soy, notwithflanding the refilefs attempts of the gates 


of bell to hinder it. How the Few: enemies were baffled 


in their defign, to put a flop to it by force, we read bif re, 
chap. iv. Here we fird how th ir end:avours to drive Ne- 
hemiah off from it, were fruflrated, 1. When they. courted 
him to an interview, with a defign to do him a mifchief, be 
would not flir, ver. 1,—4. II. When they would have 
made him believe his undertaking was reprefented as fedi- 
tous and treafonable, he regarded not the infinuation, ver. 
§,-—9. ‘ILL, When they had bired pretended prophets to 
advife him to retire into, the temple for his own fafety, frill 
he kept his ground, ver. 10.—14. IV. Notwithflanding 
the fecret correfpondence that was kept up between them 


and fome falfe and treacherous Jews, the work was finifb-— 


ed in a hort time, ver. 15,—19.. Such as thefe were the 


ruggles between the church and its enemies : but great ts. 


God? s cauf, and will be profperous and vittorious.. 


INP it came to pafs, when Sanballat, and: 

> Tobiah, and-Gefhem the Arabian, and. 
the reft of our enemies heard that Lhad builded . 

_ the wall, and thaz there was no breach left there- 


in; (though at that time I had not fet up the 


doors upon the gates,)’ 2 That Sanballat and 
Gefhem fent unto me, faying,Come, let us meet 
together in /ome one of the villages in the plain 
of Ono: but they thought to do me mifchief, 
3 And I fent meflengers unto them, faying, Lam 
doing a great work, fo that 1 cannot come down: 
why fhould the work ceafe, whilft | leave it and 
come down to you? 4 Yet they fent unto me 
four times after-this fort ; and I anfwered' them 
after the fame manner. 5 Then fent Sanballat 
his fervant unto me, in like manner, the fifth 
time, with'an operi letter in his hand: 6 Where- 
in was written: It is reported among the hea- 
then, and Gafhmu faith zt, that thou and the 
Jews think to rebel: for which caufe thou build- 
eft the wall, that thou mayeft be their king, ac- 
cording to thefe words. 7 And thou hatt alfo 
appointed. prophets to preach of thee at Jeru- 
falem, faying, There iv a king ‘in Judah: and. 
now fhall it be reported to the king according - 
to thefe words. Come now therefore, and let 


‘us take counfel together.. 8 Then I fent unto 


him, faying, There are no fuch things done as ~ 
thou fayeft, but thou feigneft them_out of thine 
own heart. g For they all made us afraid, fay- 
ing, Their hands fhall be weakened from the 
work, that it be not done. Now therefore, 0» 
God, ftrengthen my hands.. 


Two plots upon Nehemiah we have here an’ account ofs.: 
how cunningly they were laid by his enemies, and how happi- 
ly fruftrated by God’s good providence, and his prudence. 

1. A plot to trepan him into a fnare. The enemies had 
an account of the good-forwardnefs the work was in, that all ° 
the breaches of the wall were made’ up, fo that they looked 
upon it as good as done; though at that time the doors of the 
Sates were off the hinge, ver. 1. And therefore they muft 
now or never, by one bold ftroke, take off Nehemiah. They 
heard how well guarded he was, fo that there was no attacking , 
him upon the fpot ; they will therefore try, by. all the arts of — 
wheedling to get him among them. Obferve, (1.) With what 
hellith fubtilty-they courted him to meet them, not in any city, 
left that fhould have given him umbrage to fufpect..that they 
intended to fecure him,.but in a village in the lot.of Benjamin, 
come let us meet together ta confult.about the common. interefts 
of our provinces ; or they would have him think, that they co« 
veted. his friendfhip, and would be glad to be better acquainted - 
with him, in order to a good underitanding between them, and - 
the fettling a good correfpondence., But they thought to, do 
him a mifchief; itis likely he had fome fecret intelligence 
given him, that they. defigned to imprifon or murder. him: or, . 
he knew them fo well, that withont breach 'of.charity he cone - 
cluded they aimed at-his life; and therefore, when. they /poke 
fair he belieded them not. (2.) See with what heavenly wif- 
dom:he declined the motion. His God did infiru& him to - 
give them: that prudent anfwer, by«meflengers of his own, J 
am doing a great work, am very bufy, and am loth to let the 
work fland, while I leave it to come down to you, ver. 3. His 
care was that the work might not ceafe, he knew it. would if — 
he left it never fo little, and why /hould it ceafe while J come ~ 

‘down 


$46 NE Be 
down to you ? He faith nothing of his jcaloufies, nor reproach- 
eth them for their treacherous defign, but gives them a good 
reafon, and one of the true réafons why he would not ‘come, 
Compliment muft always give way to bufinefs. Let thofe tbat 
are tempted to idle merry meetings by their vain companions, 
thus anfwer the temptation, we have work to do, and mutt not 
negle&t it- Four times they attacked him with the fame foli- 
citation, and he as oft return¢d the fame anfwer, which we 
may fuppofe was very vexatious to them ; for really it was the 
ceafing of the work that they ‘aimed at, and it would make 
them defpair of breaking the undertaking, to fee the undertaker 
fo intent upon it. I anfwered them (faith he) after the fame 
manner, ver. 4. Note, We mutt never fuffer ourfelves to be 
overcome by the greateft importunity, to do any thing ill or 
imprudent ; but when we are attacked with the fame tempta- 
tion, ftill vefift it with the fame reafon and refolution. 


_ 2. A plot to terrify him from his work. Could they but 


drive him off, the work would ceafe of courfe. This there- 
fore Sanballat attempts, but in vain. (1-) He endeavours to 
poffefs Nehemiah with an apprehenfion, that his undertaking to 
build the walls of Jerufalem was generally reprefented as fac- 
fious and {editious, and would be refented accordingly at court, 
wer. 5,6, 4. 


is written to him in an open letter, as a thing generally known 
and talked of, that it was reported among the nations, and 


Gafhma will aver it for truth, that Nehemiah was aiming to | 
Note, | 
It is common for that which is the fenfe only of the malicious, | 


make himfelf king, and to fhake off the Pesfian yoke. 


to be falfely reprefented by them, as the fenfe ‘of the many. 


Now Sanballat pretends to inform Nehemiah of this, asa friend, | 


that he might haften to court to clear himfelf, or ftay his pro- 


ceedings, for fear they fhould be thus mifconftrued ; at leaft | 
upon this farmife he urgeth him to give him the meeting, /et | 
us take counfel together, how to quell the report, hoping by this _ 
means either to take him off, or, at leaft, to take hun off from | 
his buGinefs. Thus were his words /fofter than oil, and yet | 
_ war was in his heart, and hé hoped, like Judas, to kifs and © 
kill. But farely in vain is the net fpread in the tight of any © 


* bird ; Nehemiah was foon aware what they aimed at, to weaken 


their hands from the works ver. 9. and therefore not only de- — 


nied that fuch things were true, but that they were reported. 
He was better known than to be thus fufpeéted. (2.) Thus 
he efcaped the {nare, and kept his ground ; nor would he be 


frightened by winds and clouds from fowing and-reaping. Sup- | 


pofe it was thus reported, we muft never omit known duty 


merely for fear it fhould be mifconftrued, but while we keep.a — 


But 


good confcience, let us truft God with our good name. 


indeed it was not thus reported. God’s people, though fuf- 
ficiently loaded with reproach, yet are not really in fo illaname | 


as fome would have them thought to be in. f 


In the midft of his complaint of their malice, in endeavour- — 
1 in his own houfe, either under pretence of retirement for me- 


ing to frighten him, and fo weaken his hands, he lifts up his 


heart to heaven in this fhort prayer, Now therefore, O God, | 
It is the great fupport and relief of good _ 
people, that in all their ftraits and difficulties they have a good — 
God to go to, from whom by faith and prayer they may fetch | 
in grace to filenee their fears, and frrengthen their hands, when — 
their enemies are endeavouring to fill them with fears, and | 
weaken their hands. . When, in our Chriftian work and war- 
fare, we are entering upon any particular fervices or conflicts, © 
this is a good prayer for us to put up, I hae fuch a duty to | 


_frrengthen my hands. 


do, fuch a temptation to grapple with, now therefore, O ‘God, 
firengihen my hands. 


now therefore I will firengthen my hands. Note, Chriftian for- 


The beft men, even in their molt innocent and 
excellent performances, have lain under this imputation. This | 


‘ quit his work, and retire for his own fafety. The pretended 


Some read it not as a prayer, but as a — 
holy refolution (for O God is fupplied in our tranflation) — 


MIAH. Chap. VIL” 


titude will be fharpened by oppofition, Every temptation to 
draw us from duty, fhould quicken us fo much the more to ~ 
duty. : ‘y Patch ue 

ro Afterward I came unto the houfe of She- © 
maiah the fon of Delaiah, the fon of Meheta- 7 
beel, who was fhut up; and he faid,;Let us meet 
together in the houfe of God, within the tem~ 
ple, and let us {hut the doors of the temple; for 
they will come to flay thee, yea, in the night 
will they come to flay thee. 11 AndI faid, 
Should fuch a man as { flee? and who is there 
that being as 1 am, would go into the temple 
to fave his life? I will not goin. 12.And lo, 
1 perceived that God had not fent him, but that 
he pronounced this prophecy againit me 5 for 
Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. _13 © 
Therefore was he hired, that I fhould be a- 
fraid; and do fo, and fin, and that they might 
have matter for an evil report, that they might 
reproach me. 14 My God, think thou upon 
Tobiah and Sanballat, according to thefe their — 
works; and on the prophetefs Noadiah, andthe 
reft of the prophets, that would have put me in — 
fear. . 


The Jews enemies leave no {tone unturned, no way untried, 
to take Nehemiah off from the building the wall about Jera- 
falem ; in order to this, they had tried to fetch him into the | 
country to them, but in vain: now they try to drive him into 
the temple for his own fafety ; let him be any where but at 
his work. Obferving him to be a cautious man, they will en- 
seer to gain their point by making him cowardly. Ob 

erves os ay ae 
1. How bafely the enemies managed this temptation. _ 

1, That which they defigned was to bring Nehemeh to. — 
do a foolifh thing, that they might laugh at him, and infult o- 
‘ver him for doing it, and fo leflen his intereft and influence, _ a 
ver, 13. that I fhould be afraid, and fo they might have maiter — 
for an evil report, and might reproach me. This was indeed 2 
doing the devil’s work, who is mens tempter, that he may be 
their accufer, draws men to fin, that he may glory in their 
fhame. ‘The greateft mifchief our enemies can do to us, is ~ 
to frighten us from our duty, and bring us to do an ill thing. - 

2dly, The tools they made ufe of were a pretended prophet — 
and prophetefs, whom they hired to perfuade Nehemiah to a 


prophet was Shemaiah, of whom it is faid, that he was fhutup 


ditation, and to confult the mind of God, or to give Nehe- 
miah a fign in like manner to make himfelfareclufe. It fhoul 
feem Nehemiah had a value for him; for he went to his houfe — 
to confult with him, ver. 10. Other prophets there were, 
and one prophetefs Noadiah, ver. 1.4. that were in the intereft 
of the Jews enemies, penfioners to them, and traitors to their 
country. Whether they pretended to infpiration doth not ap- 
pear; they do not fay, Thus faith the Lord, as the falfe pro- 
phets of old did: if not fo, yet they would be thought te ex- 
cel in divine knowledge, and human prudence, and to have un- 
common meafures of infight and forefight, and were therefor 
confulted in difficult cafes, as prophets had been. -Thefe th 
enemies fee’d to be counfel forthem. Let us hence take oc- 

yesh ; Ek ‘cafion 


“ 
é 


\ 


‘ 


' #9 Nehemiah, 


_ believe was true ; they would 


_ fervation is a fundamental principle of the law of nature, yet 


and came off a conqueror. 


- 


do fo. and fin. 
~ fraid of nothing but. fin. 


é 


Chap. VI, PREC E He 


cafion to lament, (1.) The wickednefs of fuch bad men as 
thefe prophets. That ever any thould .be fo perfidious, as to 
betray the caufe of God and their country, even under the 
pretence of communion with God, and concern for their coun- 
try. (2.) The unhappinefs of fuch good men as. Nehemiah, 
who are in danger of being impofed upon by fuch cheats, and 
to whom no temptation comes with more force than that 
which comes under the colour of religion, of revelation and 
devotion, and is brought by the hand of prophets. 

3dly, The pretence was plaufible. Thefe prophets fuggelted 
that the enemies would come and flay him, in 
the night they would flay him, which he had reafon enough to 
if they could, if they durft. 
They pretended to be much concerned for his fafety; they. 
were all undone if any harm fhould come to him; and there- 
fore they very gravely advifed him to hide himfelf in the tem- 
ple till the danger was over: that was a {trong and facred 
place, where he would be under the {pecial protection of hea- 
ven, Pfal. xxvii. 5. If Nehemiah had bees prevailed with to 
do this immediately the people would both have left off their 
work, and thrown down their arms, and every one would have 
thifted for his own fafety ; and then the enemies might eafily, 
and without oppofition, have demolifhed the works, broken 
down the wall, and fo gained’ their point. Though felf-pre. 


that is not always the beft and wifett counfel, which pretends 
to go upon that principle. 
2. See how bravely Nehentiah vanquifhed this temptation, 


vt, He immediately refolved not to yield to it, ver. rr. 
See here, (1.) What his reafonings are, hould fuch a man as 
AT flee? Shall I defert God’s work, ot difcourage my own 
workmen, whom I have employed and encouraged? Shall I 
be over-credulous of report, and over-folicitous about my own 
life ? I that am the governour, on whom fo many eyes are, 
both of friends and foes ; another might flee, but not I. Who 
as there that being as [ am? in my poft of honour, and power, 
and truft, would go into the temple, and fneak there when buf. 
nefs is to be done, yea, though it were to dave his life. Note, 
When we are tempted to fin, we fhould remember who, and 
what we are, that we may not do any thing unbecoming us, 
and the profeflion we make. Jt is not for kings; O Lemuel, 
Prov. xxxi. 4. (2.) What was the refult of his reafonings ; 
he is ata point, I will not go in, I will rather die at my work, 
than live in an inglorious retreat from it. ° Note, Holy cou- | 
rage and magnanimity will engage us whatever it coft us, ne- 
ver to decline a good work, nor ever.to do an ill thing. : 

2dly, He prefently was aware what was the rife of it, ver. 
12. L perceived that God had not fent him, that he gave this 
advice not by any divine’ dire@tion, ordinary or extraordinary, 
but with a defign againft me. The wickednefs of fach mer- 
cenary wretches will fooner or later be brought to light. Two 
things Nehemiah faith he dreaded in that which he was ad- 
vifed to. (1.) Offending God ; that I foould be afraid, and 
Note, Sin is that which above any thing we 
fhould dread ; and a good prefervative it is againft fin, to be a- 
(2.) Shaming himfelf, that they 
might reproach me. Note, Next to the finfulnefs of fin, we 
fhould dread the fcandalovfnefs of it. ° 
_ 3dly, He humbly begs’ of God to. reckon with them for 
their bafe defigns upon him, ver. 1 4. My God, think thou up- 


_on Tobiah, and the reft of them, according to their works. As 


when he had mentioned his own good fervices, he did not co- 
‘vetoufly or ambitioufly prefcribe to God what reward he fhould 
give him, but modeftly prayed, Think upon me, my Ged, chap. 


v- 19. Sohere he doth not revengefully imprecate any particu- 


4 
f 
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~ lar judgement upon his enemies, but refers the matter to God; 


thou knowelt their hearts, and art the avenger of falfehoad 
and wrong, take copnifance of this caufe, judge between me 
and them, and take what way and time thou pleafeft to call 
them to an accotnt for it, Note, Whatever injuries are done 
to us, we mu(t not avenge ourfelvés, but commit our caufe to 
him that jadgeth righteoufly. 


15 J So the wall was finifhed, in the ‘twenty 
and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two 
days. 16And it came to pafs that when all our 
enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen that 
were about us faw thefe things, they were much 
caft down in their own eyes: for they percei- 
ved that this work was wrought of our God, 
17.9-Moreover, in thofe days the nobles of Ju- 
dah fent many letters unto Tobiah, and rhe /et- 
ters of Tobiah came unto them. 18 For there 
were many in Judah {worn unto him, becaufe he 
was the fon-in-law of Shechaniah the fon of A_ 
rah ; and his fon Johanan had taken the daugh- 
ter of Mefhullam, the fon of Berechiah, 19) 
Alfo they reported his good ideeds before me, 
and uttered my words to him: and Tobiah fent 


_ letters to put me in fear. 


~~ 


Nehemiah is here finithing the wall of Jerufalem, and yet 
ftill has trouble created him by his enemies, 

1. Tobiah, and other the adverfaries of the Jews, had the: 
mortification to fee the wall built up, notwith{tanding all their 
attempts to hinder it. The wall was begun and finifhed. in 
fifty-two days, and yet we have reafon to believe they refted 
on the fabbaths, ver. rs, Many were employed, and there 
was room for them. What they did, they did. chearfully, and 
minded their bufinefs, becaufe they loved it. The threats of 


-their enemies, which were intended to weaken them, it is like- 


ly, quickened them: to go on with their work the more vigo- 
roufly, that they might get it done before the enemy came.. » 
Thus, out of the eater came forth meat. See what a great deab 
of work may be done ina little time, if we would fet about it 
in earneft, and keep clofe to it. _ 

When the enemies heard that the wall was finifhed before 
they thought it was well begun, and when they doubted not but 
to have put a ftop to it, they were much caf down in thir 
own eyes, ver. 16. (1.) They were afhamed of their own cone 
fidence, that they fhould cau/e the work to ceafe, they were creft- 
fallen upon the difappointment.. (2.) They envied the profperi- 
ty and fuccefs of the Jews, grieved to fee the walls of Jetufa-- 
lem, while, it may be, the kings of Perfia had not perniitted! 
them thus to fortify the cities of Samaria. When Cain: envied: 
his brother, his countenaace fell, Gen. iv. 5. (3-) They defpair-- 
ed of ever doing them the mifchief they defigned them, of 
bringing them down, and making a prey of them,.and well they: 
might ; for they perceived, by the wonderful fuccefs, that the 
work was wrought of God. Even’ thefe Heathens had fo: 
much fenfe, as, [1.] To fee a fpecial providence of God con- 
verfant about the affairs of the ‘church, when they did remarka-- 
bly profper.. They faid among the heathen, the Lord hath done: 
§reat things for them, it is his doing, Pfal. cxxvi. 2. God fight-- 
eth for Irael, and worketh. with them. [2.]. To believe that 
God’s work will be perfeét, when they perceived that the work: 
was of God, they expected no other but that it would go. om 
and profper. [3.] To conclude, that if it were of God, it was: 

to» 
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to no purpofe to think of oppofing it, it would certainly prevail 
and be victorious. nice § 
9. Nehemiah had the vexation, notwith{tanding this, to fee 
fome of his own people treacheroully correfponding with Tobiah, 
and ferving his interefl, ond a great grief and difcouragement, 
no doubt, it was to him. (1.) Even of the nobles of Judah, 
there were thofe who had fo little fenfe of honour, and their 
country’s good, as to communicate counfels with Tobiah by let- 
ter, ver 17.3 they wrote with all the freedom and familiarity of 
friends to him, and. welcomed his letters to them. Could nobles 
do a thing fo mean? nobles of Judah fo wicked a thing? It 
feems great men are not always wife, not always honeft. (2.) 
Many in Judab were in ftriét but fecret confederacy with him, 
to advance the intereft of his country, though it would certain- 
ly be the ruin of their own. They were fworn unto him, not 
as their prince, but as their friend and ally, becaufe both he and 
his fon-had married daughters of Ifrael, ver. 18. See the mif- 
chief of marrying with ftangers; for one Heathen that was con- 
verted to it, ten Jews were perverted. When once they. be- 
came a-kin to Tobiah, they foon became fworn tohim. A fin- 
fal love leads to a finful league. (3.) They had the impudence 
to court Nehemiah himfelf into a friend{hip with him ; they 
reported his good deeds before me 5 reprefented him as an ingeni- 
ous gentleman, and well worthy my acquaintance, ‘and one that 
I might confide in. We are bid indeed to /peak ill of no man, 
‘but never to fpeak well of ill men 5 rhey- that forfake the law 
praife the wicked, Prov. xxvii. 4. (4.) They were fo falfe as 
to betray. Nehemiah’s words to him, perverting them no doubt, 
and putting falfe conftructions upon them, which farnifhed To- 
biah with matter for letters to put him in fear, and fo drive 
him from his work, and difcourage him in it. Thus were all 
their thoughts againft him for evil, yet God thought upon him 
for good. 


CHAP. VII. 

“The fuccefs of one good defign for God and our generation, 
- fhould encourage us to proceed and form fome other ; Nebe- 
miah did. fr. Having fortified Ferufalem with gates and 
avails, bis next care is, (1+) To Jee the cily well kept, ver. 
1,—4. (2+) To fee it well perpled; in order whereunto, be 
here reviews and catls over the regifter of the children of the 
caplivity; the families that ‘returned at firft, and records tt, 
yer. 5,—73- Ltis the fame in effe with that which we had, 
Fera it. What ufebe made of tt we foall find afier wards, 


ephen be brought one of ten tolve in “Ferufalem, chap. X\.1. | 


OW it came to pafs when the wall was 

& built, and I had fet up the doors, and the 
porters, and the fingers, and the Levites were ap- 
pointed, 2 That I gave my brother Hanani, and 
Hananiah the ruler of the palace, charge over 
Jerufalem : (for he was a faithful man, and fear- 
ed God above many:) 3 And I faid unto them, 
Let not the gates of Jerufalem be opened, until 
the fun be hot ; and while they ftand by, let 
them fhut the doors, and bar them: and appoint 
watches of the inhabitants of Jerufalem, every 
one in his watch, and every one 70 be over a- 
gain{t his houfe. 4 Now the.city was large and 
great; but the people were few therein, and the 
houfes were not. builded. “spores Ed 
God faith concerning his church, Uf. Ixit. 6,2) have fa. 
avatchmen upon thy walls, O Ferufalem, that is Nehemiah’s care. 
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~ places to their work ; it is meant of their work in.general, w 


| the danger 3 and as it came to their turn to watch, they 
_ poft themfelyes over againft their oun houfes, be of 


mon enemy. it is every one’s intereft to’ watch, bu 


here; for dead walls without living watchmen, are but.a | 


defence to a city.’ Ce a sae ne 
1. He appointed the’ porters, fingers, and Levites, in 


was to attend the temple-fervice, that had been neglected i 
fome degree, but now revived. God’s worfhip is the defen 
of a place, and his minifters, when they mind their duty, a 
watchmen on the walls: or, in particular, he ordered them t 
be ready againft the wall was-to be dedicated, that they mig 
perform that fervice in an orderly and folemn manner; and the | 
dedication of it was its ftrength. That is likely to be bench 
to us, which is devoted to.God.. non a 
2, He appointed two governors, oF confuls, to whom he — 
committed the care of the city, and gave them in, charge to 
provide for the public peace andsfafety... Hanani,. his brothers 
who came to him with the tidings of the defolations of Jerufa- 
lem, was one, a man of approved integrity, and affection to his — 
country; the other was Hananiah, that had been ruler of:the 
palace ; for he that has approved himfelf faithful in lefs, fhall\be 
entru(ted with more. Of this Hananiah it is faid, that he was 
a faithful man, and one that feared God above many, Ver. Qe © 
Note, (1.) Among thofe who fear God truly, there are fome 
who fear him: greatly, and excel others in the expreflions and 
inftances of that fear; and they are worthy a: double portion a 
of that honour which is due to them that fear ihe Lord. Plale © 
xv. 5. There were, many in Jerufalem that feared God, but 
this good man was more eminent for religion and ferious god. 
linefs than any. (2.) Thofe that fear God mutt evidence it by © 
theirbeing faithful to all men, and univerfally confcientious. 34 
God?’s Jerufalem is then likely to. flourifh, when thofe-rule.in it,- 
and have charge of it, who excel in-virtue, and are eminent 
both for godiinefs and honefty. It is fuppofed by fome, Nehe- a 
miah was now about to return to the Perfian court, to have his 
commiffion renewed, and left thefe two worthy men in charge 
with the affairs of the city in his’ abfence. _ Good governors 
when and where they cannot act themfelves, muift be very care+ 
ful whom they depute. : i ath <2 Se 
3. He gave orders about the fhutting of the gates, and the 
guarding of the walls, ver. 3, '4- See here, (1.) What the pres 
fent {tate of Jerwfalem was. :The city in compafs was large and 
grdat, the walls inclofed the fame ground as formerly, but much 
of it lay watte, for the houfes were not built, but few in com- - 
parifon with what had been - fo that Nehemiah walled the cis — 
ty in faith, and with an eye to that promife of the replenifhing 
of it, which God had lately made by the prophet, Zech. ville ~ 
3, 5c. Though the people were now few, he believed they — 
‘would be multiplied, and therefore built the walls fo as to make 
room for them; had he not depended upon this, he might haye 
thought walls without a city as great a reproach, as a city with- 
out walls. (2.) What was the care of Nehemiah. for it ; he 
dered the tulers of the cities themfelves, [1.] To ftand by 
fee the city-gates fhut up, and barred every night 5 for in \ 
had they a wall; if they were, carelefs of their gates. Lest he 
take care that they fhould not be opened in the morning fill 
they could fee the coalt clear. {3.] To fet centinels upon y 
walls, or elfewdiere, at convenient diftances, who fhould, in 
of the approach of the enemy, give: timely notice. to ¢ 


it might be prefumed, “they would be in a particu 
careful. The public fafety depends upon every one’ 
care to guard himfelf, and his own family, againft fing 


derftand not,their ows, intereft ; it is therefore incw 
magiftrates to appoint watches. And as this pe 
ly found God with them in their building, elle th 
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Chap. VIL 


5 S| And my God put into miné heart to ga- 
ther together the nobles, and the rulers, and the 
people, that they might be reckoned by genea- 
logy : and I found’a regifter of the genealogy of 
them which came up at the firft, and ‘found 


~ written therein, 6 Thefe are the children of the 


province, that went up out of the captivity, of 


_ thofe that had been carried away, whom Nebu- 


chadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried a- 


* Way, and came again unto Jerufalem, and to Ju- 
ar ’ . iz 4 3 
_~ dah, every one unto his own city 3:7 Who came 


with Zerubbabel » Jefhua, Nehemiah, Azariah, 


_., Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilfhan, Mifpe- 


fay, of the men of the people of Hrael was this; - 


reth, Bigvai, Nahum, Baanah; the number, J 


8 The children of Parofh, two thoufand an hun- 


dred feyenty and two. 9g The children of She- 


-phatiah, three hundred feventy andtwo. 10 The 


children of Arah, fix hundred fifty and two. 


ii The children of Pahath-Moab, of the chil- 
_. dren of Jefhua and Joab, two thoufand and eight 


a thoufand two hundred fifty and four. 13 The - 


hundred and eighteen. 12'The children of Elam, 


~ children of Zattu, eight hundred forty and five. 
44 The children of Zaccai,.feven hundred and 
_ threefcore. 15 The children of Binnui, fix hun- 
_ dred forty and eight. 16 The children of Bebai, 


fix hundred twenty and eight. 17 The children 
of Azgad, two thoufand three hundred twenty 
and two. 18 The children of Adonikam, fix 


; hundred threefcore and feven. 19 The children 
_ of, Bigvai, two thoufand threefcore and feven. 
20 The children of Adin, fix hundred fifty and 


_ five. 21 The children of Ater of Hezekiah, nine-: 


ty and eight. 22 The children-of Hafhum, three 


_ hundred twenty and eight. 23 The children’of 
_. Bezai, three hundred twenty and four.. 24 The 
children of Hariph, an hundred and twelve. 25 
_ The children of Gibeon, ninety and five. 26 The 
_ men of Beth-lehem and, Netophah, an hundred 
_ fourfcore and eight. 27 The men of Anathoth, an 


hundred twenty andeight. 28'The men of Beth- 
-azmaveth, forty and two. 29 The men of Kir- 


__jath-jearim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, feven hun- 


-_ dred forty and three. 


30 The men of Ramah 


_ and Gaba, fix hundred twenty and one. 31 The 


men of Michmas, an hundred twenty and two. 


32 The men of Beth-el and Ai, an hundred 


twenty and three. 33 The men of the other 


\ 


Nebo, fifty and two: 34 The children of the o- 
ther Elam, a spowiand two hundred fifty and 
- Vor. Hi: ae did 


NE Hebe Mf 441 
in vain, fo now the wall was built, no doubt they were made . 


__ Senfible, that except the Lord keep the city, the watchmen waketh 
- but:in vain, Pfal. cxxvii. 1, 2. } 
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four. 35 The children of Harim, three hundred 
and ‘twenty. 36 The children of Jericho; three 
hundred forty and five. 27’'The children of Lod, 
Hadid, and Ono, feven Inmdred twenty and one. 
38 The children of Senaah, three thoufand nine 
hundred.and thirty. “39 ¢ The priefts: the chil- 
dren of Jedaiah, of the houfe of Jefhua, nine 
hundred feventy and three. 40 The children of 
Immer, a thoufand fifty and two. 41 The chil- 
dren of Pafhur, a thoufand two hundred forty 
and feven. 42 The children of Harim, a thou- 
fand and feyenteen. 43 4 The Levites:. the 
children of Jefhua, of Kadmiel, and of the*chil. 
dreh of Hodevah, feventy and four. 44° The 
fingers : the children of Afaph, an hundred for- 
ty andeight. 45] The porters: the children of 
Shallum, the children of Ater, the children of. 
Talmon, the children of Akkub, the children of 
Hatita, the children of Shobai, an hundred thir- 
ty and eight. 46 4 The Nethinims: the chil- 
dren of Ziha, the children of Hathupha, the 
children of Tabbaoth, 47:The children of Ke- 
ros, the children of Sia, the children of Padon, 
48 The children of Lebana, the childrén of Ha- - 
gaba, the children of Shalmai, 49 The children 


of Hanan, the children of Giddel, the children 


of Gahar, 50 The children of Reiah, the chil- ~ 
dren of Rezin, the children of Nekoda, 51 The 
children of Gazzam, the children of Uzzah, the 


children of Phafeah. 52‘Che children of Befai, 


the children of Meunim, the children of Nephi- 
fhefim, 53 The children of Bakbuk, the-chil- 
dren of Hakupha, the. children of Harhur,: 
54 The children of Bazlith, the children of Me- 
hida, the children:of Harfha, 55 The children 
of Barkos, the children of Sifera, the children of 
Tamah, 56 The children of Neziah, the chil-~ 
dren of Hatipha. 57 § The children of Solo- 
mon’s fervants: the children of Sotai, the chil- 
dren of Sophereth, the children of Peridah, 


an , 


58 The children of Jaala, the children of Dar- 


kon, the children of Giddel, 59 The children of 


| Shephatiah, the children of Hattil, the children. 


of Pochereth of Zebaim, the children of Amon. 


60 All the Nethinims, and the children of So- 
lomon’s fervants, were three hundred ninety © 


and two. 61 And thefe were they which went 
up a//o from Tel-melah, Tel-harefha, Cherub, 


, Addon and Immer: but they could not “fhew ’ 


their father’s houfe, nor their feed, whether they 


_ were of Ifrael. 62 The children of Delaiah, the 
. Children of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda, fix , 


hundred forty and two. 63 And of the priefts : 
the children of Habaiah, the children of Koz, 
| he . thé: ; 


s 


¢ 


~ 
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the children of Barzillai, which took one of the 


daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite’ to wife, and - 


was called after their name. 64 Thefe fought 
their regifter among thofe that were reckoned 


by genealog ey, but it was not found: therefore > 


were they, as polluted, put from the priefthood. 
65 And the Tirthatha faid unto them, that they 


fhould not eat of the moft holy things, till there | 
ftood wp a prieft with Urim and “Thummim. 


66 { The whole congregation together, was 
eRe and two thoufand three hundred and 
threefcore, 67 Befides their man-fervants, and 
their maid-fervants of whom there were feven 
thoufand three hundred thirty and feven: and 
they had two hundred forty and five finging men 
and finging women. 68 Their horfes, feven hun- 
dred thirty and fix: their mules, two hundred 
forty and five: 69 Their-camels, four hundred 
thirty and five : fix thoufand feven hundred and 
twenty afles. 70 & And fome of the chief of the 
fathers gave unto the work: the Tirfhatha gave 


td the treafure, a thoufand drams of gold, fifty — 


bafons, five hundred.and thirty priefts garments. 
41 And fome of the chief of the fathers gave to 


the treafure of the work, twenty thoufand drams. 


of gold,andtwothoufand andtwohundred pound 
of filver, 72 And ¢bat which the reft of the 
people gave, was twenty thoufand drams of 
gold, and. two thoufand pound of filver, and 
threefcore and feven priefts. garments. 73 So 
_ the priefts, and the Levites, and the porters, 
- and the fingers, and /ome of the people, and 


a Eahe: Nethinims, and all Ifrael, dwelt in their 


‘cities; and when the feventh month came the 
_ children of Ifrael were in their cities. 


We have here another. good proje& of Nehemiah’s : 3 for 
Pife and-zealous men will be always contriving fomething or 
other for the glory of God, and the edification of his church. 
He knew very well, that the fafety of a city, under God, de- 
pends. more upon the number and valour of the inhabitants, 
than upon the height or ftrength of its walls; and therefore, 
obferving that the people were few that dwelt in it, he thought 
fit to take an account of the people, that be might find what 


were now remoyed into the country, that he might bring them 
‘back; and what families could any other. way be influenced 
by their religion, or by their bufinefs, to come and rebuild the 
’ houfes in Jervfalem, and dwell in them. So little reafon have 
we to wilh, that we may be placed alone in the earth, or in 
- Jervfalem itfelf, that much of our fafety and comfort depends 
upon our neighbours and friends ; the more the ftronger, ‘the 
more the merrier. Itis the wifdom of the governors of.a na- 


the metropolis be not ‘fo extravagantly large, as to dram and 
Ed 
impoverifh the country, nor yet fo weak as not.to be able to 
_ protect it. Now. obferve, + 
1. Whence this good defign. of Nehemiah se came; ie owns, 
ver. 5. my God put it into my heart. Note, Whatever good 


N EH EM 1A #. 


vices of his fpiritual Ifrael, “and the particular notice he takes — = 


- knows them by name, has his eye on the regifter of thofe’ 
| children ofthe captivity, and doth all etching to the ancient 
| counfel of his will concerning them. 


| that firft came up, ver. 6,—69. As to this, [1.] T hough it. 


| compare what they had been witb what they now were. 
|. may fuppofe they were much ‘increafed. by this-time ; but 
would do well for them to remember their {mall beginningss “ 
| that they might acknowledge God in ‘multiplying their fami< 
| lies, and building them up. By this means likewife their ges 
| nealogies would be preferved, and the diftin@ion of their fa- 

~ milies kept ups till the Meffiah fhould come, and then amend 
| be put to all their genealogies, which were preferved. for his. a 
fake, but afterwards were needlefs. 4 
ny differences in the numbers between this catalogue and that 


others within a very few under or over, (one or two perhaps) 


ber of thefe families at their firft coming, this as they were 
now, which was.at leaft forty years after, (fome make it much 


_ or but little, altered in their numbers in all that time; therefore — 
families had formerly had their fettlement in Jerufalem, bat | 
| the miftakes of tranfcribers, which eafily happen in- numbers, or 
_ from the diverfity of the copes from which they were. taken. 
or perhaps one was the account~of them when they - fet out. 
from Babylon with Zerubbabel, the other when they came to. 
_ Jerufalem. The fum totals are all juft t the fame there and 
| except of the: finging-men and finging-women, which the 


ef fugh account, as that they fhould keep _ ftrié 
tion to keep the balance even between city and country, that | 


| towards the work of God, ver. 70, &2.- 
} from that, Ezra ii. 68, Gait ; and it may be que ion 
) it refer to thes ‘fame contribution ;) where, the e Ub chk 
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motion is.in our minds, either prudent or pious, we il at 
knowledge it to come from God; it was he that put ‘it. ink 
our Feorhs + for every good gift, and every good. work. is fro 
above; he gives knowledge, he gives grace ; all is of him; an 
therefore all muft be to him. What is done by human pris 
dence, mult be afcribed to the direétion of divine providence, a 
He that teaches the hufbandman his difcretion,, Tf. XXVill. ae 
teaches the {tatefman his. ‘ 

2. What method he took in profecution: of it. , 

if, He called the rulers together, and the people, that har 
might have anaccount of the-prefent {tate of their families, them 
number and ftrength, and where they were fettled ; which, it 
is likely, when he fummoned them to come togethers he ore 
dered them to bring along with them out of their feveral di- 
ftrictts. And 1 doubt they were ‘not fo many but i it might 
foon be done, 

2dly, He reviewed the old regifer of the genealogy of them. 
anche came up at the fir, and compared the prefent: accounts 
with that ; and here we have the repetition of that out of Ez- . 
ra ii. ‘The title is the fame here, ver. 6, 7. as there, ver. igo 

2. Thefe are the children of the province, Sc. “Two things are _ 
oe repeated, and recorded a fecond time, from thence; (1.) _ i 
The names and numbers of their feveral ‘families; 3 and, (2. 
Their oblations to the fervice of the temple. The repetition q 
of thefe accounts may intimate to us the delight which the | 
great God is pleafed to take in the perfons, families, andifere 


of them. He knows them that-are his, knows them all, 
(1.) Here is an account of the heads of the feseral families 


feem of little ufe to us now, yet then it was of great ufe to 
We 


But, [2.] There are ma= - 
in Ezra. Moft of them indeed are exaétly. the fame,. and fome 


and therefore I cannot think, as fomedo, | that that was the:num- 


more ;) for we cannot fuppofe fo many families to be not at ‘all, 


what differences there are, we may fuppofe to arife either from. 


‘two hundred, here two hundred forty-five. Thofe- 


them. 
(2:) Hee is an account of the offerings which wer 


rt 
on 


ee 
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___ ¥ites cauled the people to underftand the law : 


. Chap. VIIl. 


And the fingle fum mentioned there, exceeds all thofe here put 


- together ; yet it is probable, it was the fame, but that followed 


one copy of the fubferiptions, this another ; for the laft verfe is 
the fame here that it was Ezra un. 70. adding chap i. 1. 
Bleffed be God that-our faith and hope are not built upon the 
niceties of names and numbers, genealogy and chronology, but 


on the great things of the law and gofpel. Whatever is given — 


to the work of God,, he is not unrighteous to forget it; nor 
fhall even a cup, of cold water, wherewith he is honoured, go 
witheut its reward. t i 


; © HAP. «VILE. x 
Ezra came up out of Babylon thirteen years before Nehemiah 
“came; yet we have here a piece of good-work which be 
did; that might have been done before, but was not, ull 
Nehemiah come; who, though be was not fuch a febolar, 
nor fuch a-divine, as Ezra, nor fuch a {cribe in the law of 
his God, yet was aman of a more tively adiive fpirit. His 
~ weal fet Exra’s learning on work, and then great things 
—aquere done; as we find here, where we have, 1. The pub- 
fic and folemn reading and expounding of the law, ver. 1, 
—8. Ll. The jay which the people were ordered to ex 
prefs upon that occafian, vet. Qs—12. Ill. The folemn 
hecping of the feat of tabernacles according to the law, 


9 ver. 13,18. . 
“aA ND all the people gathered themfelves to- 
gether as one man, into the ftreet that | 


_awas betore the water-gate, and they {pake un- 
to Ezra the fcribe, to bring the book of the law 
of Mofes, which the Lorp had commanded to 
Ifrael. 2 And Ezra the prieft brought the law 
before the congregation, both of men and wo- 


men, and all that could hear with underftand- 
ing, upon the firft day of the feventh month, 3 
_ And he read therein before the ftreet that qwas 


before the water-gate, from the morning until 
mid-day, before the men and the women, and 


—thofe that could underftand; and the ears of 
all the people were attentive unto the book of 


the law. 4 And Ezra the feribe flood upon 
a pulpit of wood, which they had made for the 


« purpofe, and befide him ftood Mattithiah, and 


Shema, and, Ananiah, and Urijah, and Hikliah, 
and Maafeiah, on his right hand; and on his 
‘Jeft hand Pedaiah, and Mifhael, and Malchiah, 
and Hathum, and Hafhbadana, Zechariah, and 
‘Mefhullam. 5 And Ezra opened the book in 


the fight of all the people, (for he was above 


all the people) and when he opened it, all the 


people ftood “up: 6 And Ezra bieffed the 
‘Lorp the great God; and all the people an- — 


fwered, Amen, amen, with lifting up their 
hands: and they bowed their heads, and wor- 


~ fhipped the Lor», with ther faces to the ground, 


4 Alfo Jefhua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, 


~ ” Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaieiah, Kelita, 


Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Le- 
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" portunity and invitation. 
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and the people food in their place. 8 So they 
read in the book, in the law of God diftindly, 
and gave the fenfe, and caufed them to under- 
ftand the reading. 


We have here an account ofa folemn religious aflembly, and 
the good work that-was done in that affembly, to the honour 
of God, and the edification of the church. 

1, The time of it was the firf? day of the feventh month, ver. 
2., ‘That was the day of the feaf? of trumpets, which is called 
a fabbath, aid on which they were to have a holy convocation, 
Lev. xxiii. 24. Numb. xxix. 1. But that was not all, it was 
on that day that the altar was fet up, and they began to offer 
their burnt-offerings after their return out of captivity ; a late 
merey, in the memory of many now living : and in a thankful 
remembrance of that, it is likely, they had kept this feaft ever 
fince, with more than ordinary folemnity. Divine favours 
that-are frefh in mind, and which we ourfelves have been wit- 
nefles of, fhould be, and ufvally are moft affecting. 

2. The place was in the fireet that was before the water- 
gate, ver. 1.3 a fpacious broad ftreet, able to contain fo great a 
multitude, which the court of the temple was not; for probab- 
ly it was not now built near fo large as it had been in Solo- 
mon’s time. Sacrifices were*to be offered only at the door of 
the temple, but praying, and praifing, and preaching, were and 


are fervices of religion as acceptably performed in one place as 


in another. When this congregation was thus met in the 
(treet of the city, no doubt God was with them. 

3. The perfons that met were all the people, who were not 
compelled to’ come, but voluntarily gathered themfelves toge- 
ther by common agreement, as one man. | Not only men 
came, but women and children, even as many as were capable 
of underftanding what they heard. Maztersof families fhould 


bring their families with them to the public worfhip of God. — 


Women and children have fouls to fave, and are therefore con- 
cerned to acquaint themfelves with the word of God, and at- 
tend on the means of knowledge and grace. Little ones, as 


they come to the exercife of reafon, muft be trained up in the » 


exercifes of religion. aes 
4. The matter of this aflembly was Ezra the prieft, he. pre- 
fided in this fervice. None fo fit as he to expound and preach, 
who was fuch a ready fcribe in the law of his God. (1.) 
His call to the fervice was very clear; for being in office as a 


- prieft, and qualified ‘as a {cribe, the people [poke to him to bring 


the book of the law, and read it to them, ver. 1. God gave 


- him ability and authority, and then the people gave him op- 
Knowledge is fpiritual alms, which . 


they that are able fhould give to every one that needeth, to ¢- 
very one that alketh. (2.) His poft was very convenient; he 
{tood in a pulpit or tower of wood, which they had made for 
the word; fo it is in the original, for the preaching of the 


-word, that what he faid might be the more gracefully delivered, 
“and the better heard; and that the eyes of the hearers might 
~ be upon him, which would engage their attention, as Luke iv. 
20. (3-) He had feveral afliftants, fome that ftood with him, ~ 


yer. 4. fix.on his right hand, and feven on his left ; either his 


pulpit. was fo contrived as to hold them all on a row, as in a ~ 


gallery, (but then it would {carce Rave been called a tower), 
or they had defks a degree lower. Some think he appointed 
them to read when he was weary, at leaft his taking them as 
affeffors with him, put an honour upon them before the peo- 
ple, in order to their being employed in the fame fervice ano- 
ther time. Others, who are mentioned, ver. 7. feem to have 
been employed at the fame time, in other places near at hand, 
to read and expound to thofe who could not come within hear- 


5P2 ing 


*% 


4 : : : : . 
ing of Ezra. OF thofe alfo there were thirteen priefts, whofe 


very good. (2.) God’s mouth to the people, and they atten- 


_. houfehalder, out of his treafury, for the benefit of the church. 


- Awith a fenfe of the great metcy of Ged to them in giving 


_ them in‘ giving them leave to read’ it, that it was nota {pring | 
—fhut up, and a-fountain fealed. The taking of the book, and 


' sholy. 


to underfland the reading, ver. 7,8. Note, (1.). It is requi- 


_felves'to him, when' we are going to read and hear the word 


\ 
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fice, that they explain the word, and give the fenfe of it. ‘Un. 
derfandefl thou what thon readeft? and have ye underfiood - 
thefe things? are good queftions to be put to the hearers 2b 
how foould ave, except fome. one guide ws? is as proper a quef- 
‘tion for them to. put to their teachers, Ads vill. 30, 3%. 
Reading"is good, and preaching good; but expounding ‘brings’ 
the reading and the preaching together, which makes the read- 
ing the more intelligible, and the preaching the more convin. 

cing. + : : os 
sthly, The péople carried. themfelves very. decently and well, 
when the word was read and opened tothem, Se 
(1.) With great reverence, ~ When Ezra opened the book, 
all the people flood up, ver. 5; thereby fhewing refpeé both to. 
Ezra, and to the word he was about to read. It becomes 
fervants to ftand when their mafter {peaks to them ! in honour | 
to their matter, and:'to thew a readinéf to do. as: they rane, ee 
bidden. Fgh 5 oh nie isne-s upd eas eee 
(2.) With great fixednefs and. compofedaels, they food in. 
their place, ver. 4. Several minifters were reading and. ex--~ 
| pounding at fome diltance from each other, and each of the - 
people kept their poft, did not go, to hear firft one; and! then 
another, to make remarks upon them ; but ftood in their place, — 
that they might neither give difturbance to others, “nor receive’: 


lips were to. keep knowledge, Mal. ii..9. “It is a great mercy 
toa people thus to be furnifhed with minifters that are apt to 
teach. Happy was Ezra in having fuch afhitants as: thefe, 
and happy thofe inhaving fach a guide as Ezra. 
5. Lhe religious exercifes performed in this aflembly were 
not ceremonial, but moral, praying and preaching. Ezra, as 
_ prefident of the affembly, was, (1.) The people’s mouth to God, 
and they affectionately joined with him, ver. 6. He bleffed 
the Lord as the great God, gave honour to him by praifing his 
perfe@tions, and praying for his favour; and the people, in to- 
ken of their concurrence with him, both in prayers and praifes, 
laid, Amen, amen, lifted up their hands, in token of their défire 
being towards God, and all their expeGtation from him; and 
bowed their heads in token of their reverence of him, and fub- 
jection to him. Thus muft we adore God, and addrefs our- 


of God, as thofe that fee God in his word, very great, and 


tively hearkened to him. ‘This was the bufinefs of the folem- 
nity. And obferve, ° ‘ 


if, Lara brought the law before the congregation, ver, 2.- 
He had! taken care to provide himfelf with the beft and moft 
correét copies of the law ; and what’ he had laid up. for-his 
own ufe and fatisfaction, he there brought forth, ‘as a g00d 


any. diltraction theinfelves. Z fake Ged VBE 
(3.) With great attention and a clofe application of mind: . | - 
The cars of all the people were unto the book. of the law, ver. 3.» 
were. even chained to it, they heard readily, and minded every — 
‘word. ‘The word of God commands attention, and deferves 5 
it.» If through careleffnefs we let much flip in hearing, there . 
is danger that through-forgetfulnefs we fhall let it flip after ” 
hearing. e sae aes 
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-Obferye, (1: The book of the law is not to be confined to 
the feribes fludies, but to be brought before the congregation, 
and read’ to them in their‘own language. (2.) Minifters, 
wh€n they go to the pulpit, fhould take their Bibles with them; 
Ezra did fo ; thence they mutt fetch their knowledge, and'ac- 
cording to that rule, they muft {peak, and mutt thew that they 


do fo... See 2 Chion. xvil..9. : 
2dly, He opened the book, with great reverence and folem- 
nity, an the fight of all the people, ver. 5. He brought it forth © 


and Ezra the prieft the feribe, and the Levites 
| that taught the people; faid unto all the peop! 
This day zs holy unto the Lory your Go 


| 9 & And Nehemiah Which is the Tirthatha: - 


them that book; he opened it with a fenfe of his mercy to 


mourn not nor weep ; for all the people wept, : 
when, they heard the words of the law. 1c 
Then he faid unto them, Go your way, eat the _ 
fat, and drink the fweet, and fend portions un. 
to them for whom nothing is prepared : forzhis 
day is holy unto our Lorn: neither be “you. — & 
forry, for the joy of the Lorp is your ftrength.. 
11 So the Levites flilled all the people, faying, 
Hold your peace, for the day zs holy, neither 


the opening of the Jeals, we find celebrated with joy and praife, 
Rev. v. 9. Let us learitto addrefs’ ourfelves to the fervice of 


be: ye grieved.’ ‘12 And all’ the people went _ 
| their way to eat and to drink, and to fend por. 

tions, and to make great mirth, becaufe they had: 
under{tood the words that ‘were declared unto 


4thly, What they read they expounded, fhewed the intent 
and meaning of it, and what ufe was to be made of it; they 
gave the fenfe in other words, that they might cqu/e the people 


fite that thofe who hear the word fhould underfland it, elfe it | 
is to. them but. an empty found’ of words, Matth. xxiv. 15. 
(2-) It is therefore required of thofe who are teachers by of- 


_' before God. iS 
; ‘ SS 
% 
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i 2: How they were healed ‘and cémforted with the words 


of\peace that “were fpoken to them. It was: well’ that ‘they 
were! fo much affected with the word of God, and received 
the impreflions'of it; but they muft not exceed in their mour- 
ning 3 efpecially not at this time, becaufe the day was holy 
to*the Lord, it was one‘ ofthe folemn feafts; on which it 
“awas their ‘duty to rejoice.. And even forrow for fin muft not 
hindersoar joy in God, tut rather lead to it, and prepare us 
for it. SOEs 
iff; The matters of the affembly endeavoured to pacify them 
and encourage them. Now Nehemiah is brought in, and not 
before, in this chapter ; he todk notice-of the, people’s weep- 
ing ; Ezra was pleafed to fee them fo affected with the word ; 


‘ 


but Nehemiah obferved ‘to him,: and °Ezra concurred in the 


: * thought, that it was now unfeafonable ; this day was holy,’ it 
is called a! fabbath, Lev. xxiii 24. and therefore was to be 
celebrated with joy and praife, not as if it were a day.to af- 
Sid their fouls: (1.) They forbid the people to’ mourn and 
aweep, ver. Q: be not forry, ver. YO. Hold your peace; neither be 
ye grieved, ver, 14..° Every thing is beautiful in its feafon ;*as 
we muft/'not be merry; when God calls to mourning, fo we 
mult not frighten and afflict ourfelves, when God gives ‘us oc- 
cafion to rejoice. Even forrow for fin muft not grow fo ex- 
- ceflive,-as to hinder our joy in God, and chearfulnefs in “his 
» fervice. (2-)' They commanded them to teftify: their joy, 


to put on the garments'of praife inflead of the fpirit ‘of hea-* 


vinefs. ‘They allow them, in token of their joy, to~ feaft 
themfelves, to eat and drink better than on other days, eat 

.. the fat and drink the fweet. But then it’ mult be, [1.] 
_ With charity to'the poor; Send portions to them ‘for whom 
nothing is prepared, that your abundance may fupply their 

~ want ; that they may rejoice: with you, and their loins may 
_ blefs you. 
_ vite their poor neighbours; Luke xiv. 12. But itis efpecially 
the duty of-a religious feaft,.as well as of'a religious’ faft, to 


draw out the foul to. the hungry, Ua. lviii. 7. 10. God’s boun- | 


ty fhould make us bountiful, Many will eat the fat and drink 
the fweet themfelves, even to excefs, that will never allow por- 
tions, nor fearce crumbs, to the poor, who may read their own 
doom in'the parable of the rich man, Luke xvi. 19, &c. But 
fuch know not, or confider not, what God gave’ them their e- 


4 {tates for. . Obferve,. We mutt not only'give to thofe that of-, 


fer themfelves, but fend to thofe that are out of fight... The 
liberal devifeth liberal things, and feck objeéts of charity. [2.] 
It mult be with piety and'devotion. - 
-your firength. > Let it not be a carnal fenfual joy, but holy and 
{piritual, the joy of the Lord, joy in the poodnefs of God, un- 
der the ‘conduct and government of the: grace of God: joy 


the tokens of his favour. This joy will be your ftrength, 
 therefore’encourage it.’ It will be your ftrengthy 1.] For the 
performance 'of the other. duties of the feaft.. The more chear- 

- ful we are in our religious exercifes, the more we fhall abound 

in them. 2-] For all that whick-you have to do in comformi, 

ty to the law of God which has been read to you. Holy joy 

will be oil to the wheels of our obedience. 3. For the re- 
fitting: of your enemies that are plotting. again{t you. The 
joy of the Lord’ will arm us again{t the affaults of our fpiritual 
-enemies,and put our mouths out of *tafte to thofe pleafures 

- “with which the tempter baits his hooks’, = ne 
* 2dly, 'The affen-bly complied with the directions that were 
given them. Their weeping was /lilled, ver. 11. and they 
made great mirth, ver..12. | Note, We ought always to have 
fuch a-command of evety paflion, as that however it may break 

. out; it may ‘foon be reftrained and. called in again, when we 
are convinced that it is either unreafonable or unfeafonable. 


_ The better we uriderftand the word of God, the more 
; fort we fhall find in it; for the darknefs of trouble arifeth from 


Chrift ‘direéts thofe that make feafts to  in- | 


The joy of the Lord as’ | 


arifing from our intere{t in the love and favour of God, and - 


a 
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He that has fuch a rule as this over his orun fpirit is better than 
the mighty. Obferve, (1,) fier they had wepéthey rejoiced: 
Holy mourning makes way for holy mirth. They that /ow 
in tears, fball reap in joy. They that tremble at the conyic. 
tions of the word, may triumph in the tonfolations of it. (2.) 
The ground of their joy was very, good.: they made mirth, 
not becaufé they .had the fat'to eat, and the {weet to drink, 
and a deal of good ‘company, but’ becaufe they .had underflood 
the words that were declared to them. ~ Note, [ 1.] To have 
the holy fcriptures with us, and helps to underftand them, is 
avery preat mercy which we have abundant reafon to rejoice. 
in, ' Bibles and minifters are the joy of God’s Ifrael. ba hs 


com- 


the darknefs ofignorance and miftake. When the words were. 
firft declared to them, they wept : but when. they under{tood. 
them, they rejoiced, finding at Jength precious. promifes made — 


_ to thofe-who’ repented and reformed, and that therefore there 


was hope in Ifrael. 


13 4 And on the fecond day were gathered * 


| together the chief of the fathers of all the pees 


ple, the priefts and the Levites, unto Ezra the 
{cribe, even to underftand the words of the law,: 
14 And they found written’ in the law which’ 
the Lorp had’ commanded by Mofes, thatthe — 
children of Hrael fhould dwell-in booths in the . 
feaft of the feventh month: 415 And that they: 
fhould publith and’ proclaim in all their cities, - 
and in Jerufalen, faying, Go forth unto’ the’ 
mount, and fetch olive-branches, and pine- 
branches, and myrtle-branches, and palm-bran-. 
ches, ‘and branches of thick trees, to make - 
booths, as zt zs written: 16° So the people: . 
went forth, and brought them, and made them- 
felves booths, every one upon the roof of his — 
houfe, and in their courts, and ‘in the courts: ! 


‘of the houfe of God, and in the ftreet of the ~ 


water-gate, and in the flreet of the gate of E- 
phraim. 17 And all the congregation of them _ 
that were come again out of the captivity, made 


. booths, and: fat under ithe booths: ! for ‘fince- 
the days of Jofhua the fon’of'Nun, ‘unto that: « 


day, had not the children of ifraé] done fo: and 


there was yery great gladiefs. “18.Alfo day by. 
day; from. the firft day unto the laft day, he. ~ 


_ read inthe book of the law of Godt: and»they « ° 


kept the feaft feven days, andon the eight day 
was a {olemn affembly, according unto the - 


manner, ‘a 


We have here, a 
1. The peoples renewed attendance, upon the word. They < 
had {pent the greateft part of one day in praying and hearing, | 
and yet were fo far from being’ weary of that new moon and 
fabbath, that the next day after; though it was no feftival, the 
chief of them came together again. to hear Ezra expound, ver. 
13. which they found more“delightful and gainful, than any 
worldly pleafure or profit whatfoever, -Note, The more we 
converfe with the word of God, if we rightly underftand ie 
4 aia 


' 
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and be affe@ed with it, the more we fall covet to cénverfe 
with it, and to increafe in our acquaintance with it, faying, 
How fweet are thy words unto my mouth! They that under- 
ftand the {criptures well, will ftill be defirous to underftand 
them better. Now the priefts and the Levites themfelves 
came, with the chief of the people, to Exra, that prince of expo- 

- fitors, to underfland the words of the law ; or, as itis in the mar- 
‘gin, that they might inflruét in ihe words of the law; they 
came to be taught themfelves, that they might be qualified to 
teach others. Obferve, (1..) That though on the firit day, 
Ezra’s humility had fet them on his right hand, and on bis lefi, 
as teachers with him, ver, 4, 4.5 yet now they being by. trial 
made more fenfible than ever of their own deficiencies, and his 
excellencies, on the fecond day their humility fet themat Fizra’s 
feet, as learners of him. (2.)Thofe that would teach others, 
mutt themfelves receive inftru@ion. Priefts and Levites muft 
be taught firft, andthen teach, ~ * : 

- 2. Phe people’s ready obedience to the word, in one parti- 
cular inftance, as foon as-they were made fenfible of their duty 
therein. It is likely, Ezra, after the wifdom of his God that 
avas in his hand, (Ezra vii. 25.), when they applied themfelyes 
to him for inftrudtion out of the law on the fecond day of the 

_feventh month, read to them thofe laws which concerned the 
featts of that month, and among the reft, that of the feaft of 
tabernacles, Ley. xxiii.'34. Deut. xvi. 13. Minifters fhould 
preach, not only that.which is true and good, but that which © 
1s feafonable, direéting to the work of the day in its day. 

Here is, 1, The divine appointment of the feaft of taber- 
macles reviewed, ver. 14, 15. They found written in the law 
a commandment concerning it. ‘They that diligently fearch 
the fcriptures, will find thofe things written there, which they 
chad forgotten, or not duly confidered. “This feaft of taber- 

' nacles, was 2 memorial of their dwelling in tents in the wilder- 
nefs, a reprefentation of our tabernacle-ftate in this world, and 
a type of the holy joy of the gofpel-church. The converfions 
_of the nations to the faith of Chrift, is foretold under the figure 
of this feaft, Zech. xiv. 16. They fhall come to keep the fea/? 
-of tabernacles, as having here ne ‘continuing city. This fealt 

“was to be proclaimed in all their cities. The people were 

_themfelves to fetch boughs of trees (they of Jerufalem fetch- 
-ed them from the mount of olives), arid to make booths or ar- 

“bours of them, in which they were to lodge, (as much as’ the 
weather would permit), and to make merry during the feaft. 

gdly, This appointment religioufly obferved, ver. 16, 17. 
Then we read and hear the word acceptably and profitably, 
when we do according to what is written therein; when what 
appears to be our duty, after it has been neglected, is revived. 

(1.) They obferved the ceremony. They fat in booths, — 
which the priefts and. Levites fet up in the courts of the tem- 
ple; thofe that had houfes of their own, on the roofs of them, 
or in their courts; and thofe that had not fuch conveniencies 

- fet them up in the ftreets. .This feaft had ufually been obfer- 
ved, 2°Chron. v. 3. Ezra iii. 4. but never with fach folemnity 
as now fince Jofliua’s time, when they were newly fettled, 
when they were now newly refettled in Canaan. That man loves — 

his houfe too well, that cannot find in his heart to quit it a 
cwhile in compliance either with an ordinance or with a provi- 

~ dence of God. - He Dee 

(2.) They minded the fubftance ; elfe the ceremony, how 

' Gonificant foever, had been infignificant. [2.] They did it 
with pgladnefs, rejoicing:in God, and his goodnefs to them. All 
their holy feafts, but this efpecially, were to be celebrated with 
joy which would be much for the honour of God, and their 
own encouragement in his fervice. [2.] They attended the 
reading and expounding of the word of God, during all the 

~ days of the feaft, yer. 18. ‘They improved their Jeifure for. 


| more than godly forrow for holy joy. ; 


The tenth day of the feventh month between the feaft of trite 


bled with faiting, and with fackcloths and 


peared in fackcloth, and in the pofture of mourners, w 


were re(trained from weeping, chap. viii.9. but now they 


more excellent than their neighbours, feparated them/e 


a ee. Carts 


this good work.” Spare hours cannot be better fpeat than 
ftudying the fcriptures, and eonverfing with them. At 

fea{t of tabernacles, God appointed the law to be read once | 
feyen years. Whether this was that year of releafe in w 
that fervice was to be performed, (Dent. xxxi- 10, ‘1s )E 
not appear; however, they fpent all the days of the feaft an 
that good work ; and on the eight day was a folemn affembly, 
as God had appointed, in which they finifhed the folemnity t 

twenty-fecond day of the month, yet did not fcatter ; for th 
twenty-fourth day was appointed to be wig in fafting a 
prayer. Holy joy muft not indifpofe us for godly forrow 


Cy CEE oe ; 

pets, chap. viii. 2. and the feaft of tabernacles, ver. 14. was 
appointed to be, the day .f atonement. We have no rea- 
fon-to think but it was religioufly obferved, though it is not 
mentioned. But here we have an account. of an occafiona 
faht that washept a fortnight after that, with reference to 
the prefent pofiure of their affuirs, and tt was as that, a day 
of humiliation. There is 4 time to weep, as well as a time 
to laugh. We have here an account, 1. How this faf was 
obferved, ver. 1;—3. Ul. What were the heads of the 
prayer that was made toGod on that vecafion, wherein they 
‘made a thantful acknowledgment of ‘God’ s mercies, a pem- 
tent confelfion of fin, and a humble fubmiffion to the righte- 
ous hand of God in the judgements that were brought upon 
them ; concluding with a folemn refolution of new obedicace, 
ver. 4,— 38. i ves 


%, TOW in the twenty and” fourth day of this 
month, the children of Ifrael were afler i= 


upon them. 2 And the feed of Ifrael feparat 
themfelves from all ftrangers, and ftood and cor 
feffed their fins, and the iniquities of their fa- 

thers. . 3 And they ftood up in their place os 
read in the book of the law of the Lorp their 

God, one fourth part of the day, and.another — 
fourth part they confeffed, and worfhipped the. ~ 
Lorp their God. eat es 


We have here a general account of a public faft which the — 
children of Ifrael kept, probably by order from Nehemiah, by — 
and with the advice and confent of the chief of the fathers. 
It was a faft that men appointed, but fuch a faf as God had 
chojfen ; for, *. ech ae ahs Pee eS 

1. It was a day ¢o afi? the foul, Ma. Wwi5. It. is likely 
they affembled in the courts of the temple, and they p- 


para Ly 


on their -heads, ver. 1. By thofe outward expreflions o! 
row and humiliation, they gave glory to God, took thame t 
themfelves, and ftirred up one another to repent 


dite@ted to weep. The joy of our holy feafts 
to the forrow of our folemn falts when the 
thing is beautiful in its feafon, 
2. Tt was a day to loofe the bands of ' 
the faft that God has chofen, If, litt. 6. 
ing fackcloth and afhes under us, is but a 
lirael, becaufe they were a'haly feed appropr 


all firangers, with whom they had mingled themfelves: D 


~ 
a ~s 
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ed in affinity, ver. 2, Fzra had feparated them from their 

Atrange wives fome years before, but they had relapfed into the 

~ fame fin, and “had either made marriages, or at leaft made friend- 

_ fhips with them, and contraéted fuch an intimacy as was a {nare 

—tothem. But now they feparated themfelves from the ftrange 

children, as well as from the {trange wives. ‘They that intend 

_ by prayers and covenants to join themfelves to God, mult fe- 

; ey themfelves from fin and finners ; for what. communion 
ath light with darkne/s 2 | 

3. It was a day of communion with God. They fa/led to 

“ bim, even to him, Zech. viis 5.3 for, (1.) They fpake to him, 

- in prayer, offered their pious and devout affections to hira, in 

the confeffion of fin, and the adoration of him as the Lord and 

“their God. Fafting, without prayer, is a body without a foul, 

a worthlefs carcafe. (2.) They heard him {peaking to them 

by his word ; for-they read in the’ book of the law, which is 

_ very proper on fafting days, that, in the g'afs of the law, we 

» may fee our deformities and defilements, and know what to ac- 


‘knowledge and what to amend. Ahe word will dire@-and. | 


~ quicken prayer 5 for by it the Spirit helps our praying infirmi- 
ties. Obferve how the time was equally divided between thefe 
two. ‘Three hours (for that is the fourth part of a day) they 
- Spent in reading, expounding and applying the fcriptures ; and 
three hours in confefling fin and praying; fo that they {taid to- 
gether fix hours, and {pent all the time in the folemn aéts of 
~ religion, without faying, Behold what a wearine/s is it? The 
varying of the exer-ifes made it the lefs tedious, and as the 
_ word they read would furnifh them with matter for prayer, fo 
- prayer would make the word the more profitable. Bifhop Pa- 
_ trick thinks:they {pent the whole twelve hours of the day in 
_ devotion, that from fix o'clock till nine they read; and then 
from nine to twelve ‘they prayed; from twelve to three they 
read again, and from three to fix at. night they prayed again. 
‘The work of a falt day is good work, and therefore we fhould 

- endeavour to-make a good day’s work of it. 
* 49 Then ftood upon the ftairs of the Leyites, 
_ Jefhua, and: Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, 
Sherebiah, Bani, avd Chenani, and cried with a 
loud voice. unto the Lorp their God. 5 Then 
_ the Levites, Jefhua,and Kadmiel, Bani, Hafhab- 
--niah, Sherebiah, Hodijah, Shebaniah, and Pe- 
thahiah, faid, Stand up and blefs the Lorp your 
_ God for ever and ever; and blefied be thy glo- 
rious name, which is exalted above all blefling 
and _praife.. 6 Thou, even thou art Lorp alone, 
thou haft made heaven, the heaven of heavens 
with all their hoft, the earth and all things that 
are therein, the feas and all that zs therein, and 
" thou preferveft them all, and the hoft of heaven 
_ worfhippeth thee. 7 Thou ar¢ the Lorn the 
God, who didft chufe Abram, and broughteft 
him forth out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gaveft 
-him the name of Abraham: 8 And foundeft 
his-heart faithful before thee, and madeit a co- 


_ venant with him, to give the land of the Ca-, 
-naanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, and. the 


4 Perizzites, and the Jebufites, and the Girgathites, 
to give it, 1 fay, to his feed, and haft performed. 
thy words, f-r-thou art righteous: g. And didft 


fee the affliction of our fathers in Egypt, and 


- 
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heardft_ their. cry by the Red Sea: ro And 


fhewed figns and wonders upon Pharaoh, and 
on all his fervants, and on all the people of his. 
land: for thou kneweft that they dealt proudly 
again{ft them: fo didit thou get thee a name, 
as 71s this day. air And thou did divide the 
fea before them, fo that they went through the 


/ midft of the fea on the dry land, and their per~ 
| fecutors thou threweft into the deeps, asa ftone 
Into the mighty waters. 12 Moreover thou led- 
. deft them in the day by a cloudy pillar; and in 


the night by a pillar of fire, to give them light - 
in the way wherein they fhould go. 13 Thou 
cameft down alfo upon mount Sinai, and [pakeft 
with them, from heaven, and gaveft them right 
judgements, and true. laws, good: flatutes and. 
commandments: 14 And madeft known unto 
them the holy fabbath, and commandedit them: 
precepts, ftatutes, and laws, by the hand of Mofes 
thy fervant: 15 And gaveft them bread from. 
heaven, for their hunger, and broughteft. fortl 
water for them out of the rock, for their thirit,. 
and promifedit them that they fhould: go: im to 


_ poffefs the land which thou haft fworn to give 


them. 16 But they and our fathers dealt proud- 


ly, and hardened their necks, and hearkened 


not to thy commandments, 17 And refufed to: 
obey, neither were mindful of thy wonders that 
thou didft among them: but hardened theit 
necks, and in their rebellion appointed a cap- 
tain to return to their bondage: but thou arta. 
God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, flow 
to anger, and of great kindnefs, and forfookelt 
them not. 18 Yea,when they had made them a 
molten calf,and faid, Thisisthy god that brought. 


thee up out of Egypt, and had. wrought great. 
| provocations: Ig Yet thou in thy manifold mer- 


cies, forfookeft them not in the wildernefs: the 


pillar of the cloud. departed not from them by | : 


day, to lead them in the way ; neither the pil- ~_ 


lar of fire by night, to thew’ them light, and the: _ 
_way wherein they fhould go.. 26.Thou gavett: 
-alfo.thy good fpirit to inftruét them, and with-- 
. heldeft not thy manna from. their mouth, and 


gaveft them. water for their thirft... 21. Yea, for-. 


ty years didft thou fuftain them in the wilder- 


nets; /o that they lacked nothing ;. their clothes. 


- waxed not old, and their feet {welled not... 


22 Moreover, thou gaveit them. kingdoms and. — 
nations, and didit divide them into corners: 
fo they pofleffed. the land of Sihon, and the’ 
land of the king of Hefhbon, and the land of 
Og king of Bafham. 23 Their children alfo mul- 
tipliedit thou.as the ftars of heaven, and opr é 
: . elt: 


J 
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eft them‘ into the land concerning which thou 
had{t promifed to-their fathers, that they fhould 
goin to poflefs i. 24 So the children went in 
and poflefied the land, and thou fubduedft be- 
fore them the inhabitants of the land, the'Ca- 
naanites, and gavett them into their hands, with 
their kings, and the people of the land, that 
they might do with them as they would. 25 
And they took ftrong cities, and a fat land, and 
poflefled houfes full of all goods, wells digged, 
vineyards, and olive-yards, and fruit-trees m a- 
bundance: fo they did eat, and were filled, and 
became fat, and delighted themfelves in thy 


great goodnefs. 26 Neverthelefs.they were dil 


obedient, and ‘rebelled againft thee, and caft 
thy law behind their backs, and flew thy pro- 
phets which teftified againft them, to turn them to 
thee, and'they wrought great provocations. 27 
Therefore thou deliveredft them into the hand 
of their enemies, who vexed them :: and in the 
time of their trouble, when they cried unto thee, 
thou heard{t zhem from heaven; and according 
to, thy manifold mercies, thou gaveft them fa- 
--viours, who fayed them out of the hand of their 
enemies. 28 But after they had reft, they did 
evil again before thee: therefore lefteft’ thou 
them in the hand of their enemies, fo that they 
had the dominion over them: yet. when: they 
_ returned and cried unto thee, thou freardeft them 
from heaven,-and many times didft thou:deliver 
them, according to thy mercies: 29 And tefti- 
fiedit againft them, that thou mighteft bring 


* them again unto thy law: yet they dealt proud. 


ly,and hearkened not unto’thy commandments, 
but finned againft thy judgments, (which if a 
man do, he fhall Jive in them) and withdrew 


the fhoulder, and hardened their neck,. and: 


would not hear. 36 Yet many years didit thou 


_ forbear them, and teltifiedit againft them by.thy: 


{pirit in thy prophets: yet would they not give 
ear: therefore gaveft thou them into the hand 
of the people Of the lands. 3x Neverthelefs, 
for thy great mercies fake, theu did{t not utter- 
Ty confume them, nor forfake them; for thou 
art a gracious and merciful God. 32 Now 
therefore our God, the great, the mighty, and 
‘the terrible God, who keepeft. covenant and 
mercy 3 let not all the trouble feem little be- 
fore thee, that hath come upon us, on our kings, 
on our princes, and on our priefts, and on our 


prophets, and on. our fathers, and.on all thy . 


people, fince the time of the kings of Aflytia, 
‘unto this day... 33-Howbeit, thou art juftin all 
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that is brought upon us; for thou haft done. 


a 
Wee 


- Levites, and priefts feal unto ase 
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have not ferved thee in their kingdom, and in’ 


thy great goodnefs that thou gaveft them, and — 
in the large and fat land which thou gaveft be. ~ 
‘fore them, neither turned they from their wick- 


ed works. 36 Behold, we are fervants this day, 


and for the land that thou gaveft unto our fa-’ 4 


thers, to eat the fruit thereof, and the good’ 


thereof, behold, we are fervantsin it, 37 And. 


fathers kept thy law, nor hearkened unto thy ae 
commandments, and thy teftimdnies wherewith — d 
thou_didit teftify againft them. 35 Forthey 


it yieldeth much increafe unto the kings whom 


thou haft fet over us becaufe of our fins: alfo 
they have dominion over our bodies, and oyer 
our cattle, at their pleafure, and we are in great 
diftrets. 
a {ure covenant, and write it ; and our princes, 


ea 


We have here an account how the work of this faft-day was 
carried on, ee Bey ei, 

1. [he names of the minifters that were employed. They 
are twice named, ver..4, 5. only with fome variation of the, 
names. . Either they prayed fucceflively, according to that rule _ 


which the apoftle gives, 1 Cor. xiv..31. Ye may all prophefy 


one by one. 


Or, as fome think, there were eight feveral con- 
gregations .at fome diftance from each other, and each had a 
Levite to prefide in it. ea teed 


2. The work itfelf they employed themfelves in. (1.) They 
_ prayed to.God ;. cried to him with a loud voice, ver. 4. for — 
_ the pardon of the fins of Ifrael, and God’s favour to them, _ 
they cried aloud, not that God might the better hear them, as _ 
|, Baal’s worfhippers, but that the people might, and tb excite. 
their fervency. (2.) They praifed God, for the work of praife. 
_ is not unfeafonable on a.faft day; in all a@s of devotion we 


muft aim at this, to give unto God the glory due to hi¥ name. 
The fummary of their prayers we have here upon record ; 


33 And becaule of All this, we make 


whether drawn up before, as, a directory to the Levites what 


to enlarge on, or récolleGed after, as the heads of what they) 


had in prayer enlarged upon, is uncertain. Much more, no _ 


doubt, was faid than is here recorded, elfe confefling and wor- 


thipping God had not taken up a fourth part of the day, much’) 


lefs two fourths. Nee ES BH : 
In this folemn-addrefs to God, we have, 


s 


if, An awful adoration of God, as a perfect, and glorious ~ 
_ being, and the fountain of all being, ver. 5, 6. ngre 


ey) Oa 
the congre-- 


gation is called upon, to fignify their concurrence herewith, 


by ftanding up; and fo the minifter direéts himfelf to God,’ 
bleffed be thy glorious name, God is here adored, (1.). As the 


one only living and true God. ' Thou art Fehowah alone, fel 


exiftent and independant; there is no God befides thee. (2): 


As the Creator of all things: thou hajt’ made heaven, ‘earth, 


and feas, and all that is in them. The firft article of our creed 


Pe 


is fitly made the firft article of our praifes. (31) As the great : 
ing all | 
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the world of holy angéls <vor/bippeth thee, ver. 6. But thy 
name is exalted above all blefing and praife ; it feeds not the 
praifes of the creatures, nor is any addition made to its glory 
by thofe praifes. The belt performances ‘in the praifing of 
‘God’s name, even thofe of the angels, themfelves, falls infimite- 
ly thort of what it deferves. It is not*only exalted above our 
bleflings, but above all blefling. Put all the praifes of heaven 
and earth together, and the thoufandth part is not faid of what 
might and fhould be faid of the glory of God, Our goodne/s 
extendeth not to him. | 

2dly, A thankful acknowledgment of God’s favour to If- 
rael, many of which are here reckoned up in order before him, 
and yery much to the purpofe ; for, (1.) We muft take all oc- 
cafions to mention the loving kindnefs of the Lord, and in e- 
very prayer give thanks. (2+) When we are confefling our 


fins, it is good to take notice of the mercies of God, as the 


saggravations of our fins, that we may be the more humbled 


and afhamed, and call ourfelvés by the fcandalous name of un-. 
grateful, (3.) When we are feeking to God for mercy and. 
relief in the time of diftrefs, it is an encouragement to our faith - 
- and hope, to look back upon our own and our father’s expe- 


riences ; Lord, thou haft done well for us formerly, fhall it be 
all undone again? Art not thouthe fame God ftill? — 

_ Let us briefly obferve the particular inftances of God’s good- 
nefs to Ifrael here recounted. 


~ 1.) The call of Abraham, ver. 2. God’s favour to him, — 


was diftinguifhing, thou didft chufe him; his grace in him was 
powerful to bring him out of Ur of the Chaldees; and in gi- 
ving him the name of Abraham, he put honour upon him as 
_ his own, and aflured him that he fhould be the father of many 
nations. Look unto Abraham your father, Va. li. 2. and fee 
free grace glorified in him. : . 
(2.) The covenant God made with him, to give the land 


of Canaan to him and his feed, a type of the better country, 


ver. 8. And this covenant was fure, for God found Abraham’s 


heart faithful before God, and therefore found it fo, becaufe. 


he made it fo, (for faith is not of ourfelves, it is the gift of 
God), and therefore performed his words ; for with the up- 
right'he will fhew -himfelf upright, and wherever he finds a 
faithful heart, he will be found a faithful God. é, 
(3.) The deliverance of Iffael out of Egypt, ver. 9,—tr. 
It was feafonable to remember this, now they were interceding 
for the petfeéting of their deliverancé out of Babylon. They 


_ - were then delivered in compaffion to their affliction, in anfwer 


a 


to their cry, and in teliftance of the pride and infolence of | 


their perfecutors: wherein they dealt proudly, God fhewed 
himlelf adove them, Exod. xviii. 11. and fo gat him a name; 
for he faid, 7 will get me honour upon'Pharaoh; even to this 


day, the name of God is glorified for that wonderful work. | 


~ Tt was done mitaculoufly ; fignsand wonders were fhewed for 
the effedting of it: their deliverance was the deftruétion of 


their enemies: they were thrown into the deeps as irrecoverably | 
a | 4 


as a flone into the mighty waters. - 

~(4.) The conduéting of them through the wildernefs. 
the pillar of cloud and fire, which thewed them both which 
way they fhould go, when they fhould remove, and when and 


where they fhould reft, direéted all their ftages, and all their — 


fleps, ver. 12. and was alfo a vifible token of God’s prefence 
with them, to guide and.guard them. They mention this a- 
_ gain, ver. 19. obferving, that they had by their fins provoked: 
God to withdraw from them, and leave them to wander and 


> “perifh in the by-paths of the wildernefs; yet’ in his manifold 


s 


f 


mercy he continued to lead them, and took not away the pil- 
Tar of cloud and frre s ver. 19. “When mercies, though for- 
feited, are continued,- we are much obliged to be doubly 
thankful. Bers ietonthe las = 
™~. Von. IL. ‘ | 
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(5-) The plentiful provifion made for them in the wilder- 
nefs, that they might not perifh for hunger ; thou gavefl them 
bread from beaven, and water out of the rock, (ver, 13.) and 
to hold up their hearts, a promife that they fhould go in and 
poffefs the land of Canaan. Meat and drink, food convenient 
in the way, and the good land in their journey’s/end ; what 
would they more? ‘This alfo is repeated, ver: 20, 21. as that 
which was continued, notwith{tanding their provocations; forty 
years didft thou fuflain them ; never was people fo long nurfed, 
and fo tenderly; it was wonderfully provided, that in fo long 
a time their clothes waxed not old; and though the ‘way was 
rough and tedious, their feet /zvelled aot, for they were carried 
as upon eagles wings. 

(6.) The giving of the law upon mount Sinai. This was 
the greateft favour of all that was done them, and the greateft 
honour that was put updn them. The lawgiver was very glo- 
rious, ver. 13. ‘Thou didft not fend only, but cameft down 
thyfelf, and /pake? with them, Deut. iv. 33. “The law given , 
was very good; no nation under the fun had fuch right judge- 
ments, true laws, and good flatutes, Deut. iv. 8. The moral 


_ and judicial precepts true and right, founded upon natural e- 


quity, and the eternal reafons of good and evil: and even the 
ceremonial inftitutions good, tokens of God’s goodnefs to 
them, and types of gofpel-grace. Particular notice is taken of 
the law of the fourth commandment as a-great favour to them, 
thou made known to them the holy fabbath, which was a token 
of God’s particular favour to them, diftinguifhing them from 
the nations who had revolted from God, and quite loft that 
ancient inftance of revealed religion: and was likewife a means 
of keeping up their communion with him. And with the aw, 
and the fabbath, he gave bis good Spirit to infirudt them, ver. 
Befides the law given on mount Sinai, the five books of 
Mofes, which he wrote as he was moved by the Holy Ghof, 
were conftant inftru€tions to theth, particularly’ the book of 
Deuteronomy, in which God’s Spirit by Mofes inftructed them — 
fully. Bezaleel was filled with the Spirit of God, Exod. 
xxxi. 3. So was Jofhua, Numb. xxvii. 18. and Caleb had 
another {pirit. : 

(7-) The putting of them in poffeffion of Canaan, that good 
land, kingdoms and nations, ver, 22. ‘They were made fo nus 
merous as to replenifh it, ver. 23, and fo-victorious, as to be 


- Matters of it, ver. 24. the*natives were, given into their hands, 


that they might do with them as they would; {et their feet if 
they pleafed on the necks of their kings... Thus they gained 
a happy /ettlement, ver. 25. ‘Look upon their cities, and you, 
fee them ftrong and well fortified. Look into their houfes, 
and you find them fine and well furnifhed, filled with all forts 
of rich goods. Take a view of the country, and you will fay 
you never faw fuch a fat land fo well ftored with vineyards 
and oliveyards. All thefe they found made ready to their 


hands: fo they delighted thémfelves in the gifts of God’s great 


goodnefs. ‘They could not with to be more eafy or happy 
than they were, or might have ben in Canaan, had it not 
been their own fault. “a Sek 
(8.) God’s great readinefs to pardon their fins, and work: 
deliverance for them, when they had by their provocations 
brought his judgments upon themlelves. When they were in 
the wildernefs, they found him a Ged ready to pardon, ver. 


19. a God of pardons ; fo the margin reads it, who had pro- 


claimed his name by this, forgiving iniguity, tranfereffion, and 
Jin: who has power to forgive fin, is willing to forgive, and 
glories in it: though they forfouk him, he did not forfake 
them, as juftly he might have done, but continued his care of 
them, and fayour ro them. Afterwards when they were fettled 
in Canaan, and fold themfelves by their fins into the hand of 
their enemies, upon their fubmiflion and humble requeft, he 
| 5 sane 
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gave them faviours, ver. 27. the judges, by whem God wrought. 
many a great deliverance for them when they were on the 
brirk of rnin. This he did not for any merit of theirs, for 
they deferved nothing but ill, but aceording to his mercies, his 
manifold mercies. ; 

 (g.) ihe admonitions and fair warnings he pave them by 
his fervants the prophets. When he delivered them from their 
troubles, he ¢eflified againft their fins, v.28, 29. that they might’ 
not mifconftrue their deliverances as connivances at their wick- 


edaefs. That which was defigned in all the teftimonies which _ 


the prophets bore againit them, was to bring them again to 
God’s law, to lay their necks under its yoke, and walk by 
its rule. ‘The end of our miniftry is to bring people to God, 
by bringing them to his law, not to bring them to ourfelves, 
_ by bringing them under any law of ours. This we have again, 


yer. 31. Thou tefifiedh againf? thent by thy Spirit in the pro- 


phets. ‘The teftimony of the prophets was the teftimony of | 


the Spirit in the prophets, and it was the fpirit of Chrift in 
them, i Pet. i. 10, 11. they fpake as they were moved by the 
Hloly Gheft; and what they faid 1s to be received accordingly. 
God gave them Ais Spirit to infirud them, ver. 20.; but they _ 


not receiving that inftruction, he did by his Spirit teltify a- 
If we will not fuffer God’s word to teach and | 


gain{t them. 
rule us, it will accufe and judge us. God fends prophets in 
compaflion to his people, (2 Chron. xxxi. 14.) that’ he may 
not fend judgments. — ~ § 

(10.) The lengthening out of his patience, and the mode- 
rating of his rebukes. Many years did he forbear them, ver. - 
30. as loth to punifh them, and waiting to fee if they would 
repent, and when he did punifh them, he did not u/ierly con- 
Jume them, nor forsake them, ver. 31.. Had-he forfaken them, 
they had been utterly confumed, but he did not ftir up all his 
wrata;. for he defigned their reformation, not-their deftruc- 
tion. és 

Thus do they multiply, thus do they magnify, the inftances 
of God’s goodnefs to Ifrael, and we fhould do in like man- 
ner, that the goodnefs of God, duly confidered by us, may 
lead us to repentance, -and overcome our badnefs; the more 
thankfal we are for God’s mercies, the more’ humbled we fhall 
be for our own fins “se 

~ 3dly, Here is a penitent confeflion of fin, their own fins, and 
the fins of their fathers. The mention of thefe is interwoven 
with the memosials of God’s favours, that God’s goodnefs, 

notwithftanding their provocations, might appear the more il- 
luftrious, and their fins, notwithftanding his favours, might ap- 
pear the more heinous. Many paffages in this acknowledge- 
ment of fins and.mercies are taken from Ezek. xx. 5,—26. 
as will appear by comparing thofe verfes with thefe; for the 
- word of God is of ufe to direét us in prayer, and by what he 
~ faith to us, we may learn. what to fay to him. 

(1.) They begin with the fins of Ifrael in the wildernefs ; 
they, even our fathers (fo it might better-be read) dealt proud- 
ys though confidering what they were, and how lately they’ 
were come out of flavery, they had no reafon’ to be proud, 
and hardened their necks, ver. 16. Pride is.at the bottom of 
mens obftinacy and difobedience ; they think it below them to 
bow theis. necks to God’s yoke, and’a piece of ftate to fet up 
their own will in oppofition to the will of Ged himfelf.. There 


were two things which they did not duly give heed to, elfe ~ 


they had'not done as they did. The word of God they 
heard, but they did not hearken to God’s commandments, dnd 
the works of God; neither were they mindful of his wonders ; 
had they duly eonfidered them as miracles, they would ‘have 
* ebeyed from a principle of faith and holy fear; had they duly 
confidered them as mercies, they would have obeyed é 
principle of gratitude and love. But when men make novright 
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~ can-be expected from them; Two great Ans are here inita 
. ced in, which they were guilty ofan the wildernefs; medi 


abufed. his favours, after they had ref they did evil again, ver. a 


[1.]-A contempt of the good law God. had given them. 


prove that-the law is not of faith ; it was not then as it is 


rom a | 


the judges their encmies vened them, ver. 27. An 


Pea 


ufe either of God’s ordinances, or of God’s providences, wh 


ting a return, [1.] To Egyptian flavery, which, for the fa 
of the garlic and the onions, they preferred -before the gloric 
liberty of the Ifrael of God, attended with fome difficulty and — 
inconvenience. -/n their rebellion they appointed a captain to 
return to. their bondage, in diftruft of God’s power, and con= — 
tempt of his good promife, ver. 37. [2-}] To Egyptian ido- — 
latry; they mace a molten calf, and were fo fottifh as to fay, 
This is thy God. Pn seogibe 4 fo a 8 ei 
(2.) They next bewail the provocations of their fathers ‘af- 

ter they were put in poflefion of Canaan. Though they de- 

lighted themfelves in God’s goodnefs, yet that would. not 
prevail to keep them tight to him; fornewverthele/s they were 
difobedient, ver. 26. and wrought great provocations. For, 
[1.] They abufed God’s prophets, flew them, becaufe they 
teflified againff them, to turn them to God, ver. 20. So return=~ 
ing the greateft injury for the greateft kindnefs. _[2.] They 


28. not wrought upon, either by their troubles, or their deli- — 
verancés out of trouble: ~Neither,fear nor loye would hold: — 
them to their duty. Hot kes ee ng rer ag ba SE ie 

(3:). They at length come nearer to their own day, and 
lament the fios.which had brought thofe judgments upon them, — 
which they had Jong been groaning under, and were now but 
in part delivered from, We have done wickedly, ver. 33- Our. 
kings, our princes, our pricfs, and our fathers, have all been 
guilty, and we in them, ver. 34, Two things they charge up- 
on themfelves and their fathers; as the caufe of their‘troubles 


They finned againf? thy judgments, the ditates of divine wif- 
dom, and the demands of divine fovereignty :; though they” 
were told how much it would be for their own advantage to 
govern them{elves by them, for ¢fa man do them he fall live 
them, ver. 29. yet they would not do them, and foin ef- 
fect faid, they would not live; they forfook their own mer- 
cies. “This abridgement of the eovenant, do this and live, 
is taken from Ezek. xx. 13. and is quoted Gal. iii. 12. to- 


now, believe-and live, yet they give a withdrawing fhoulder, fo. ~ 


it is in the margin. They pretended to lay-their fhoulders un- — - 
_der the burden of God’s law, and .put their fhoulders to the. 
- work, but they proved withdrawing fhoulders, they foon flew. 


off, would not ftick to it, would not abide by it. When it — 
came, (as we fay) to the fetting to, they fhrunk back, and é 


“* r 


their. own 
land, were made to ferve their enemies in a {trange land, ‘as 


(1.) Former judgments are remembered as a ati 
their fins, that they had not taken warning. dn the 


o? 


~ 
- 
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did evil again, God did again Leave them in the hand of their e- 
“nemies, who could not have touched them, if God had not gi- 


nion over them, 
(2.) Their prefent calamitous ftate is laid before the Lord, 
ver. 36, 37. We are fervants this day. Free-born Ifraelites 
are inflaved, and the land which they had long held bya much 
more~honourable tenyre than grand ferjeanty- itfelf, even by 
immediate grant from the crown of heaven, to them as a pe- 
culiar people above all people of the earth, they now held by 
as bafe a tenure as. villainage itfelf, by, from, and under the 
~ Kings of Perfia, whofe vaffals they were. A fad change! but 
~ fee what a work fin niakes! They were bound:to perfonal fer- 
@ vice; they have dominion over cur bodies ; they held all they "had 
ig _precarioutly, were tenants at well; and their land-tax that they 
Rd paid was fo great, that it amounted even to a rack-rent ; fo that 
“all the rents, iflues, and profits of their land, did-in effec 
“accrue to the king, and it was as much as they could do, to get a 
“bare fubfiftence for themfelyes and their families out of it ; this 
they honeftly owa was for their fins.’ Poverty and flavery are 

the fruits of fin ; that brings us into all our diftreffes, 

5thly, Here is their addrefs to God upon thefe calamities. 
(1-) By way of requeft that their trouble might not fecm 
little, ver. 32. It is the only-petition in all this prayer. ‘The 
trouble was univerfal, it is come on our kings, princes, priefts, 
prophets, fathers, and all our people; they had all fhared in 


- Jong continuance, from the time of the kings of Affyria, who 
carried the ten tribes captive, unto thisday ; Lord, let. it not all 
feem little, and not worthy to be regarded, or not needing to 
be reli¢ved. They_do not prefcribe to God what he fhall do for 

_ them, but leave it to him, only defiring he would pleafe to take 

-cogaifance of it,’ remembering, that when he faw the affliction 
.of his people in Egypt to be great, he came down to deliver 
them, Exod. iii. 7. In this requeft they have an eye to God, 
-as one that is to be feared, for he is the preat, the mighty, and 
the terrible God, and one that is to be trufted, for he is our. 
God in covenant, and a God that keeps covenant and mercy. 


ly it was lefs than they deferved, ver. 33.. They own the juf- 
tice of God in-all their troubles, that he had done them-no 


wrong ; we have done wickedly in breaking thy laws, and there- - 


fore thou haft done right in bringing all thefe miferies upon us. 
Note, It becomes tis, ‘when we are.under the rebukes of the di- 


vine providence, though never fo fharp, and never fo Jong, to 


jultify God, and to judge ourfelves; for he will be clear when 
© he judgeth, Plal. Vie ge Lpaeood 

+ ~  6thly, Here is the refult and conclufion of this whole matter. 

3 After this leng remonftrance of their cafe was made, they came 

at lat to-this refolution, that'they would return to God, and 

.to their duty, and “oblige themfelves never to forfake God, 

but always to continue intheir duty. Becaufe of all this we 

“make a fure covenant with God ; in confideration of our fre- 

_. quent departures from God, we will now more firmly than ever 

‘bind ourfelves to him. Becaufe we have {marted fo much for fin, 

we will now ftedfaltly refolve agaimt it, that we may not any 

- more withdraw the thoulder. Obferve, ['1.] This covenant: was 

 « made with ferious~ confideration; it is the refult of a chain of 

'  fyitable thoughts, and fo is a reafonable fervice. (2.) With 

great folemhity. It was Written in perpetuam ret memoriam ; it 

was Sealed to, and left upon record, that it might be a witnefs 

. againit them. (3-) With joint confent. We make it, we are all 

agreed in ityand doit unanimoutly, that we may {trengthen the 

hands one of another. (4.) With fixed refolution. It is a fure 

covenant, without referving a power of revocation. It is what. 

we will live and dis. by, “and never go back from. .A certain 


_ Yen them up, but when God left them, they got and kept domi- | 


the fin, vers 34. and-now all fhared in the judgment. It was of — 


i (2.) By way of acknowledgement notwithftanding, that real- - 
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numiber of the princes, priefts, and Levites, were chofen a3 the 
reprefentatives of the congregation, to fubferibe ‘and fal it for, 
and in the name of the reft. Now was fulfilled that promife con- 
cerning the Jews, that when they were returned out of captivi- 
ty, they fhould join themfelves ta the Lord in a perpetual cove 
nant, Jer. 1. 5. and-that Ifa. xliv. 5. that they thould /ub/eribe 
qwith their hand unto their Lord + and he that bears an honelt 
mind will not ftartle at affurances ; nor will thofe that know 
the deceitfulnefs of their own hearts think them necdleis. 


CHA PX 
We have in this-chapter a particular account of the covenant, 
which on the clofe of the foregoing chapter was refolved up- 
on; they firuck while the iron was hot, and immediately 
put their good rcfolve in execution when they were ina good 
Sraine; left, if tt had been delayed, it had heen dropped. 
Flere is, 1. The names of thofe who fet their hands and 
feals to tt, ver. 1,—27. IL. An account of thofe who figni- 
Jied their coufent and concurrence, vet. 28, 29. ILI. The 
covenant i‘felf, and the articles of it tn general, that they 
would keep God*s commandments, ver. 29. ia particelars 
that they would not marry with the Heathen, ver. 30. nor 
profane the fabbath, or be rigorous with their debtars, ver. 
31. dad that they would carefully pay their church-duties, 
Jor the maintenance of the temple-fervice, which they faitb- 

Sully promife to adbere to. : 


OW thofe that fealed were, Nehemiah the 
‘Tirfhatha, the fon of Hachaliah, and Zid. | 
Ayah, 2 Seraialy, Azariah, Jeremiah, 3 Pathur, 
Amariah, Malchijah,. 4 \Hattuth, Shebaniah, 
Malluch, 5 Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, 6,Da-_ 
niel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 7 Mefhullam, Abijah, 
Mijamin, 8 Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah: thefe 
were the priefts. g And the Levites: both Je- 
fhua the fon of Azaniah, Benui of the fons of 
Henadad, Kadmiel; 10 And their brethren, 
Shebaniah, Hodijah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, 
1t Micha, Rehob, Hafhabiah, 12-Zaccur, She- — 
rebiah, Shebaniah, 13 Hodijah, Bani, Beninu, 
14 The chief of the people: Parofh, Pahath- 
moab, Elam, Zatthu, Bani, 15 Bunni, Azgad, 
Bebai, 16 Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 17 Ater, 
Hizkyah, Azzur, 18 Hodijah, Hafhum, Bezai, 
19 Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai, 20 Magpiath, 
Mefhullam, Hezir, 21 Mefhezabeel, Zadok, Ja- 
dua. 22 Pelatiah, Hanan, Anatah, 23 Hofhea, 


‘Hananiah, Hafhub, 24 Hallohefh, Pileha, Sho- 


bek, 25 Rehum, Hafhabnah, Maafeiah, 26 And 
Ahijah, Hanan, Anan. 27 Malluch, Harim, Baa- - 


‘nah. 28 {And the -reft of the people, the 


priefts, the Levites, the porters, the fingers, 
the Nethinims, and all they that had fepa- 


rated thémfelves from the people of the lands, 


unto the law of God, their wives, their fons, and 
their daughters, every one having knowledge, 


--and having underftanding: 29 They clave to 


their brethren, their nobles, and entered into 

a curfe, and into an oath, to walk in God’s law, ° 

which was given by Mofes the jervant of God, 
4 § Q2 and 
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and to obferve and do all the-commandments of 

the Lorn our Lord, and his judgments, and his 

ftatutes ; 30 And that we would not give our 
daughters unto the people of the land, nor take 

their daugthers for ourfons: 31 And ifthe peo- 

ple of the land bring ware, or any vituals on the 

fabbath-day, to fell, zhat we would not buy-it 

off them on the fabbath, or on the holy-day : 

and that we would leave the feventh year, and” 
the exaction of every debt.’ a 


$00 


When: Ifrael was firft brought into covenant with God, it was 
done by facrifice, and the fprinkling of blood, chap. xxiv. But 
here it was done by the more natural and common, way of feal- 
ing and fubfcribing the written articles of the covenant, which 
boynd them.to no more than was already their duty. 

_ Now here we have, 3 

t. The names of thofe public perfons who, as the repréfen- 
tatives and heads of the congregation, fet their hands and feals 
to this covenant, becaufe it would have been an endlefs piece 
of work for every particular perfon to havedoneit. And ifthefe 
leading men did their part in purfuance of this covenant, it 
would ‘have-a good influence upon all the people. . 

Now obferve, (1.) ‘Nehemiah, who was the governor, figned 
firft, to thew his forwardnefs in this work, and to fet-others a 
good example, ver..1. Thole that are above others in dignity 

and power, fhould go before them in the way of God. (2.) 
Next to him fubferibed twenty-two prielts, among whom I won- 
der we do not find Ezra, who was an active man in the folem- 
nity, chap. vii. 2. which was but the firft day of the fame 
month\ and-therefore we cannot think he was abfent ; but he 
having before done his part as a fcribe, now left it to others to 
do theirs. (3.) Next to the priefts, feventeen Levites fubf{cribed 
this coyenant, among whom we find all or moft of thofe who 
were the mouth of the congregation in prayer, chap. 1x. 4, 5. 

© Which fhewed, that they themfelves were affected with what 
they had faid, and would’ not ,bind tho burdens. on others, 
which they themfelves declined to ‘touch. They that lead 
in prayer, fhould in every other good work! (4.) Next to the 
'  Leyites, forty-four of the chief of the people, gave it under 
their hands, for themfelves and all the relt, chiefly thofe whom af 
they had influence upon, that they would keep God’s com- 
mandments. Their names are left upon’ record here to their 
honour, as men that were forward,and a¢tive, in reviving and 
_ endeavouring to perpetuate religion in their country, the memo- 
ty of fuch fhall be bleffed. It is obfervable, that. moft of thofe 
who were mentioned, chap. vii. 8, &'c. as heads of houfes, or 
clans, are here mentioned among the firft of the chief of the 
-. people that fubfcribed ; whoever was the prefent head, bearing 
the name of him that was head, when they came up out of Ba- 
bylon, and thefe were fittelt to fubfcribe for all thofe of their 
father’s houfe. Here is Paroth, Pabath-moab, Elam, Zatthu, - 

Bani, ver. 14. Azgad, Bebai, Bigvai, Adin, Ater, “Ha. ° 
fhum, Bezaj, Hariphy Anathoth, and fome others in-the fol- 
lowing veérfes, that are all found in this catalogue. They that 
have intereft; muft ufe it for God. : ( Bes 

2, ‘The concurrence of the xeft of the people with them, 

and the reft ofthe priefts and Levites, who fignified their con- 
fent to what their chiefs did. With them joined, (1.) Their 
wives and children ; for they had tranfgrefled, and they muft 

_yeform every one that had knowledge and underftanding, 
muft covenaat with God. As foon as young people grow up 
to be capable of diftinguifhing between pood and evil, and of 

-adting intelligently, they ought te make it. their own a@ and 


i ee. 


“29. (1.) They clave to their brethren, one andall. Here _ 


, Let but nobles cordially efpoufe religious caufes, and perhaps 


| themfelves no other burden’ but this neceflary thing, which they 


_ work therein. 'They would not only not fell poods themfelves. 


_ covenant to keep fabbaths well, for the profanation 0 
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deed, to join thémfelues to the Lord. (2.) ‘The profelytes 
other nations, all that had feparated themfelves from the pe 
of the lands, their gods, and their worfhips, unto the law o 
God, and the obfervance of that law. See what ‘converfion i 
it is feparating oufelves from the courfe and cuftom of this 
world, and devoting ourfelves to the conduét of the word of — 
God. And as tHere is one law, fo there is one covenant one 
baptifm for the {tranger, and for him that is born in the laud AS 
Obferve how the concurrence-of the people is exprefled, ver. 


whom the court bleffed, the country bleffed too! The com- — 
monalty agreed with their nobles in this good work. Great 
men never look fo great as when they encourage religion, and 
are examples of it; and they would by that, as much as any — 
thing, make an intereft in the -moft valuable of their inferiors. 


they will find people cleave to them therein clofer than they.» 
can imagine. Obferve, Their nobles are called their brethren; 
for in the things of God, rich and poor, high and low,. meet. 
together. (2.) They entered-iztd a curfe and an oath. As 
the nobles confirmed the covenant with their hands and fea's,. Sal 
fo the people with a curfe and an oath ; folemnly appealing to 
God-concerning their fincerity, and imprecating his juft re. 
venges if they dealt deceitfully. Every oath ‘has in it a con- 
ditional curfe upon the foul, which makes it a {trong bond up- 
on the foul; for our own tongues, if falfe and lying tongues, — 
will fall, and fall heavy upon ourfelves. ae Peed ee 
. 3. The general purport of this covenant. ‘They Jaid upon, 


were already obliged to by all other engagements of duty, in- 3 
tereft, and gratitude, to walk in God’s law, and to'do all ‘his ki 
commandments, ver, 29. ‘Vhis was it which Dayid fwore, that 
he would keep God’s righteous judgements, Pfal. cxix. 106... 
Our own-covenant binds us to this, if not more ftrongly, yet. 
more fenfibly than we were before bound, and therefore we 
muft not think it needlefs thus to bind ourfelves.. -Obferve,, ~ 
VM hen we bind ourfelvés to do, we bind ourfelves to do all the. 
commandments of God, and therein we have an eye te him as 
the Lord, and our Lord. PL i oe ag pa) aa ens 


: * 


4. Some’of the particular articles of this covenant. Such» 
- : ee : Bear < : ie anys Ee 
as were adapted to their prefent temptations. < hf) Sere a 
ft, That they would not intermarry with the He then, 


ver. 30. - Many of them had been. guilty of this, Ezra ix. 1,. . 
Tn our covenants with God, we fhould engage particularly a- 
gainft thofe fins that we have been moft frequently overtaken. — 
in, and damaged by. They. that refolve to Aeep the command- 
ments of God, muf} fay to evil deers, depart, <a ia Mas Tee 
2d/yy That they would keep no markets on the fabbath-day, 
or on any other day of which the law had faid, Ye fhall do no 


for pain on that day, but they would not encourage the Hea-_ 
then to fell‘on that day, by buying of them, no not vidtual 
aunder pretence of neceflity, but would buy in their provifions_ 
for theirfamilies the day before, ver. 31. Note, Thofe’th 
covenant to keep all God’s commandments, muft part 


an inlet to gather inftances of profanenefs. The fabbat 
market-day for our fouls, but not for our bodies. 
3dly, That they would not be fevere in exadting t 


ae. = 
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land, that God Had made it enjoy. its. fabbaths feventy years, 

Lev. xxvi. 35. aod therefore they covenanted. to obferve that 
Slaw. Thofe are ftubborn children indeed, that will not amend 
w the fault which they have been particularly corrected for. 


“ 32 Alfo we made ordinances far us, to charge 
_» ourfelves yearly with the third part of a thekel, 
| ~ for the fervice of the houfe ‘of our God, 33 For 
_ . the fhew-bread, and for the continual meat-of- 
‘fering, and for the continual burnt-offering, of 
the fabbaths, of the new-moons, for the fet feats, 
nd for the holy rhizigs, and for the fin-offer- 
ings, to make an atonement for Ifrael, and for 
all the work of the houfe of our God. - 34 And 
we caft the lots among the priefts, the Levites, 
and the people, for the wood-offering, to bring 
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our fathets, at times appointed year by year, to 
_ burn. upon the altar of the Lorn our God, as i¢ 
2s written in the law: 35 And to bring the 
firtt-fruits of our ground, and the firft-fruits of 
all fruit of all trees, year by year, unto the houfe 
~of the Lorp: 36 Alfo the firft-born of our fons 
and of our cattle, (ast 7s written in the law), 
and the firftlings of our herds, and of our flocks, 
to bring to the houfe of our God, unto the priefts 
that minifter in the houfe of our God: 37 And 


le Se ial Sets alee oar 


/ 


os and. our offerings, and the fruit of all manner of 
: * otregs, of wine and of oil, wnto the priefts, to the 
chambers of the houfe of our God, and the tithes 
of our-ground unto the Levites, that the fame 
Levites might have the tithes, in all the cities 
of our tillage. 38 And thé -prieft the fon of 
_ Aaton, fhall be with the Levites, when the Le- 

_ vites take tithes? and the Levites fhall bring up 
«the tithe of the-tithes, unto the houfe of our 
**" God,. to the chambers, into the treafure-houfe. 
: 39. For the children of Ifrael, and the children 
of Levi, fhall bring the offering of the corn,.of 
ithe new wine, and the oil, unto the chambers, 

2 where are the veffels of the fanétuary, and the 

_ priefts that minifter, and the porters, and the 


St: Hee 


zt into the houfe of our God, after the houfes of | meat-c 
ae » they had no rich king to provide ’thefe, as Hezekiah did ;° the’ 


' that we fhould bring the firft-fruits of our dough, - 


Moda: er 


Sake the houfe of their God, ver. 30. as they 2nd their fathers 
had done; not forfake it for the houfe of any-other vod, or 
for the high places, as idolaters did; nor forfake it for their 
farms and merchandifes, as thofe did that were atheiftical and 


565 


- profane. They that forfake the worthip of God, forfake God. 


2. It was refolved, in purfuance of this, that they. would hi- 
berally maintain the temple-fervice, and not ftarve it. «The 
prie(ts were ready to do their part inall the work of God’s 
houfe, if the people would do theirs, which was to find them 
with materials to work upon. Now, here it was agreed and 
concluded, 

ij, That a {tock fhould be raifed for the furnifhing of God’s 
table and altar-plentifully. Formerly there were treafutes in 
the houfe of the Suord for this purpofe; but thofe were gone, 
aad there was no fettled fund to fupply the want of them. It 
Avas a con{tant charge to provide fhew-bread for the table, twa.» 


lambs for the daily offeriigs, four for the fabbaths, and more 


and more coitly {ccrifices for other feftivals, oceafional fin-of- 
ferings, and meat-offerings, and drink-offerings for them_all ; 


priefts could not afford it, their maintenanee was fo fmall. The 
people therefore agreed to contribute yearly each of them the 
third:part of a fheke!,. about tempence a-piece, for the bearing . 


_ of this experfce.. When every one will a&t, and every one will 


give, though but'a little, towards a good work, it will amount 
to fomething in the whole. The Tirfhatha did not impofe 
this tax, but the people made it an ordinance for themfelves,. 


and charged themfelves with it, ver. 32, 33+ 


2dly, ‘That particular care thould be taken to provide wood 
for the altar, to keep the fire always burning upon it; and 
wherewith to boil the peace-offerings. Each of them, prieils 
and Levites, as well as people, agreed to-bring in their quota; 
and caft lots in what order they fhould bring it in, which fa- 
mily firft, and which next, that there might be a conflant fup- 
ply, and not a fcarcity at one time, and an overplus at another, _ 
ver. 34. Thus they provided the fire and the wood, as well 
as the lambs for the burnt-offerings. 2 eee 

3dly, That all thofe things which the divine law had appoint 
ed for-the maintenance of the priefts and Levites, fhould be 
duly paid.in, for their encouragement to mind their bufinefs, 
and that they might not be under any temptation to neglect it, 
for the making of neceffary provifion for their families. Then. 
the work of the houfe of God is likely to go on, when thole ~ 
that ferve-at the altar live, and live comfortably upon the altar. 
Firft-fruits and tenths, were then the principal branches ‘of the- 


‘ minifters: revenues: and they here refolve,’(1-) To bring in. 


their firft-fruits jultly, of their ground and trees, Exod. xxiii... 
19. Lev. xix. 23. The firft-born of their children, even the’ 
money wherewith they were to be redeemed; and of their cat- 
tle, Exod. xiii. 2, 11,12. This was given to the priefts,. 


_ Num. xviii.15,16. Alo the firft-fruits of their dough, Num.’ 


xv, 21. Concerning which, theré is a particular order given in’ — 
the prophecy concerning the fecond.temple, Ezek. xliv. 39. * 
(2.) To bring in their tenths likewife, which were due to the’ 


- fingers: and we will not forlake the houfe of 
 omGeds 2 “ant 


Having covenanted againft the fins they had been guilty 
| of, they proceed in- obliging themfelyes to revive and obferve 
- + the duties they had-negleécted.. We mutt not only ceafe to do 
evil, but learn to do well. ae ¥ é 

» 4. It was refolyed in general, that the temple-fervice fhould 
be carefully kept up, that the work of the houfe of their God 
fould be done in its feafon, according to the law, ver. gis. Let 


not any people expect the blefling of God, ‘unlefs they make 


confcience of obferving his ordinances, and. keeping up the 
public worfhip of him. Then it is likely to go well with our 
houfes, when care is taken that the work of God’s houfe go 
on well,. It was likewife refolyed, that.they would never for 


Levites, ver. 37. and a tenth out of thofe tenths to the prieft,: 
ver.'38. « This wasi the: law,: Numb. xviii. 21,—28: But. 
thefe dues had been with-held;. for which God by the prophet. 
chargeth them withwobding him, Mal. iii. 8, g. and encoura. 
geth them to-be more juft to him and his receivers, ‘vith a pro. . 
mife, that if they brought the tithes into the froreboufe, he would” ° 
pour out bleffings upon them, ver. 10. ‘T'bis-theretore they res 
folye:to.do, that there might be meat in God’s houfe, and plen-- 
ty in the ftoté-chamibers of the temple, where the veflels of the. _ 
fanétuary werey-Wers'39. . We will-do it (fay they) in all the 
cities of our tillage, ver. 3'7s.in all the cities of our fervitude, fo 
the LXX, for they were fervaats in their own land, chap. ix. 
305 
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OF Goldman's: fervants. 


of Ithiel, the fon of Jefaiah. 


ruler of the houfe of God. 
thren that did thé work of the houfe, were eight | 
hundred twenty and two: and Adaiah the fon - 


LEY 8 


S62 N’ E 


36. But (as Mr Pool well obferves) though they paid great 


taxes to the kings of Perfia, and. had much hardthip put upon — 


them, they would not make that an excufe for not paying their 
tithes, but would render to God. the things that were his, as 
well as to Cefar the things that were his. "We mult do.what 
we ¢an in works of piety and charity, notwith{tanding the tax- 


es we pay tosthe government ; and chearfully perform our du-- 


ty to God in our Tacgieade. which will be the fureft way to eafe 
_and liberty in God’s due time. 
: Col A Eee oe 

Ferufalem was walled round, but it was not as yet fully in- 
habited, and therefore weak and defpicable. Nebemiah’s 
next care it to bring people into it’; of that we baue here 
an account. 1. The methods taken to repleni/h tt, ver. ¥. 

2, ll. The principal perfons that refided there, of Fudah 
and Benjamin, ver. 3,—9 Of the priefis and Levites, ver. 
to,—19. IL. The feveral cities and villages of Fudah 


~ 


-and Benjamin, that were peopled by the reft of their fami- 


lies, ver. 20,—36. 


ND the rulers of the people dwelt at Jer u- 
. falem: the reft of the people alfo caft 


‘ots, to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerufalem 


the ‘holy city, and nine parts to dwell in other 
cities. 2 And the people bleffed all the men, 


that willingly offered themfelves to dwell at Je- : 


‘rufalem. 3 § Now thefe are the chief of the 
“province Bat dwelt in Jerufalem: but in the 
cities of Judah dwelt every one in his pofleflion 
in their cities, to wu, Ifrael, the priefts, and the 
Levites, and the Nethinims, and the children 
4 ‘And at Jerufalem 
dwelt certain of the children of Judah, and of 
‘the: children of Benjamin: of the children of 
Judah ; Athaiah the fon of Uzziah, the fon of 
‘Lechariah, the fon of Amariah, the ‘fon of She- 
_phatiah, the fon of Mahalaleel, of the children 
“of Perez; 5 And Maafeiah the fon of Barach, 

the fon of Col-hozeh, the fon of Hazaiah, the 
fon of Adaiah, the fon of Joiarib, the fon of ‘Le- 
chariah, the fon of Shiloni. 6 All the fons of 
Perez that dwelt at Jerufalem, were four hun- 
dred threefcore and eight valiant men. 7 And 
thefe are the fons of Benjamin, Sallu the fon of 
Mefhullam, the fon of Joed, the fon of Pedatah, 

the fon of Kolaiah, the fon of Maafeiah, the fon 
8 And ater him 
Gabbai, Sallai, nine hundred twenty and eight. 

gAnd Joel the fon of Zickri was their overfeer: 
‘and Judah the fon of Senuah, was fecond over 
the city. ro OF the priefts: Jedaiah the fon 
of Joiarib,. Jachin. 11 Seraiah the fon of Hil- 
_kiah, the fon of Methullang, the fon of Zadok, 

the fon of Meraioth, the fon of Ahitub, was the 
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_ overfight of the outward bufinefs of the houfe 


and Abda the fon of Shammua, the fon of Ga 


_ dwelling, there. 


"therefore they were not willing to. expofe themfelves there 
Fear of perfecution and reproach, and running themfelves int 


its enemies, fo it is with a fpecial care proteéted by i its Go 
and made a quiet habitation, Pfal. xlvi. 45.5 _Or, (3.) Becaufe 


and juft complaint, that mott people pref 


-the public good... 


12° And* their bre- 


CXXIL, 5. and thither in all Citieeult mat e 
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the aoe two Hocared nee and. two: et 

Amafhai, the fon of Azareel, the fon of Ahafa 
the fon.of Mefhillemoth, the'fon oF Immer, 14° 
And their brethren” mighty men of valour, ait. 
hundred twenty and eight ; and their ‘overfeer 
was ‘Zabdiel, the fon of one of the great men. — 
15 Alfo of the Levites: Shemaiah ‘the fon of — 
Hathub, the fon of Azrikam, the fon of Hafha-.. 
biah; the fon of Bunni. 16 And Shabbethai, } 
and Jozabad of the chief of the Levites, bad the. ‘ 


of God: 17 And Mattaniab the fon of Micha, 
the fon of Zabdi, the fon of: Afaph, was the © 
principal to begin the thank{giving in prayer: 
and Bakbukiah the fecond among his brethren, 


lal, the fon of Jeduthun. 18 Allthe Levites in 
the holy city, were two hundred fourfcoré and _ 
four. 19 Moreover, the porters, Akkub, Tal.” 
mon, and their brethren that kept the gates, 

were an hundred feyenty and two.” Berea a 


seetalens is called here the Aoly city, ver. 1. becaufe thee 4 
the temple was, and that was the place God had chofen to put 
his name there. Upon this account, one would think the holy — 
feed fhould have all chofen to dwell there, and have ftrive 
a habitation there ; but, on the contrary, it feems they. 
Either, (1.) Becaufe a-greater {tri 
converfation was expeéted from the inhabitants of Jerufalem. ) 
than from éthers, which they were not willing to co me up t to. 
Thofe who care not for being holy themfelves, 3 : 
dwelling inva holy city. They would not dwell in. the new. Je fi 
rufalem.itfelf for that reafon, but would-with to have a conti- 
nuing city here on earth. Or, (2.) Becaufe Jerufalem of all 
places was moft hated by the Heathen their neighbours, and 
againit it their malicious defigns were levelled, which made 
that the poft of danger, as the poft of honour ai to be, and | 


trouble, keeps many out of the holy city, and- makes them : 
backward to appear for God and religion, not confidering 
as Jerufalem is with a {pecial malice threatened and infalted 


it was more for their worldly advantage to dwell 

try. Jerufalem was no trading city, and therefore t 
money to be got there by meichandifes, as ther 
country by corm and cattle. - Note, All feck th 
the things that are Jefus Chrift’s, Phil. ii. 21 


credit, pleafures, eafe, aad fafery, | before t 


‘People » being Thus backward to dwell 2 at 
was poor, we are here told, 3 é 
‘1. By what means it was. replenifhed. 
dwelt there, ver. 1. That was the pr 
refide i to, ‘becaufe there ewere fet. the th 
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with their laft appeals. And if it were an inftance of eminent 
affectionto the houfe of God, zeal for the public good, and of 
__ faith, and holy courage, and felf-denial, to dwell there at this 
-time, the rulers would be examples of thefe to their inferiors, 


whereof all>knew was of the Lord. 
_  ftrife; and would be a great fatisfaction to thofe on whom the - 
~ lot fell to dwell at Jerafalem, that they plainly faw God ap- 


a 


‘Their dwelling there, would invite and encourage others to 


~ dwell there too; Mognatas Magnetus. When great men 


would chufe the Aoly city for their habitation, it brings holi- 
nefs into reputation, and their zeal will provoke very many. 
-(2.) There were fome that willingly offered themfelves to 
dwell at Jerufalem, bravely poftponing their own fecular inte- 
reit to the public welfare, ver. 2. It is upon record to their 
honour, that when others were {hy of venturing upon difficulty, 


lofs, and danger, they /eught the good of Ferufalem, becaufe of 


the houfe of the Lord their God. — They fhall profper that thus 


love Zion, Pfal. cxxii. 6,9. It is faid, the peopie bleffed them. 


They praifed them, they prayed for them, they praifed God 
for them, . Many that do not appear forward themfelves for 
the public good, will yet give a good word to thofe that do. 
God and man will blefs thofe that dre public bleflings, which 
fhould encourage us to be zealous in doing good. (3.) They, 
finding that ‘yer there was room, concluded, upon a review of 


_ their whole body, to bring one in ten to dwell in Jerufalem ; 


and who they fhould be, was determined ‘by lot, the difpofal 
This would prevent 


pointing the bounds of their habitation.. The proportion they 
obferved of one in ten, as we may fuppofe it, to bring the 
balance between the city and country to a jult and equal poife, 
fo it feems to refer to the ancient rule of giving the tenth to 
God; and what is given to the holy city, he reekons given to 
himfelf. . : Sent 
2. By what perfons it_was replenifhed.. A general account 
is here given of the inhabitants of Jerufalem, becaufe the g0- 


-_ wernors of Fudah lookedupon them as their flrength in the 


Se ee = . ; 
rf, Many of the children of Judah and Benjamin dwelt 
there ; for originalty part of the-city Jay in the lot of one of 


Lord of bofts their God, and valued them accordingly, Zech. 


“ thofe tribes, and part in that of the other ; but the greater part 


was in the lot of Benjamin ; and tHerefore here we find of the 


children of Judah but four hundred fixty-eight families *in- Je- 


rufalem, ver. 6. but of Benjamin, nine hundred twenty-eight, 
ver. 6,8. Thus {mall were its beginnings, but afterwards, be- 
fore our Saviour’s time, it grew much more populous. Thofe 
of Judah all defcended from Ferez, or Pharez, that fon of 
Jodah of whom as concerning the flefh Chrift came. And 


though the Benjamites were more in number, yet of the men 


1 Cea . Cle 
~ of Judah, it is faid, ver. 6. they were valiant men, fit for fer- 


vice, and able to defend the city, in‘cafe of an attack. Judah 


has not loft its ancient character of a lion’s whelp, bold and. 


daring. Of the Benjamites that dwelt in Jerufalem, we are 
here told who was overfeer and who his fecond, ver. g. For 
it is as neceflary for a people to have good order kept up a- 
-mong themfelves, as to be fortified again{t the attacks of their 
nemieés from abroad ; to have good magiftrates, as to have 
good foldiers. od aks Race ges ates 
2dly, The priefts and Levités did many of them fettle at 
Jerufalem. Where elfe fhould men that were holy to God 
dwell, but in the holy city? Se Pars 
(1.) Moft of the priefts we may fuppofe dwelt there, for 


- their bufinefs lay where the temple. was. Of them that did - 
the work of the houfe in their courfes, here were eight hun- 


dred twenty-two of one family, two hundred forty-two of ano- 


ther, and one hundred twenty-eight of another, ver-12, 13, 


a 
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| fhould go together. 


| were over the Nethinims. 


34. It was well thofe labourers were not few. _ It.is faid of. 


fome of them, that they were mishty men of valour, ver. 14.2 
and fo they had need, for the priefthood was not only a work 
which'required might, but a warfare, which required valour, 
‘efpecially now. Of one of thefe priefts it is faid, he was fhe 
fon of one of the great men. And it was no difparagement to 
the greateft man they had, to have his fon in the prielthood ; 
he might magnify his office, for his-office did not in the lea(t 
diminify him. 

(2.) Some of the Levites alfo came and dwelt at Jerufa- 
lem; yet but few in comparifon, two hundred eighty-four if 
all, ver. 18. with one hundred feventy-two porters, ver. 19, 
Becaufe much of their work was.to “each the good knowledge 
of God up and down the country, for which purpofe they were 
to be feattered in Ifrael; as many as there was. occalion for 
attended at 
[r.] It is faid of one of the Levites, that he had theoveright 
of the outward bufine[s of the houfe of God, ver. 16. “he 
priefts were chief managers of the bufinefs within. the temple- 


863: 


Jerufalem, the reft ‘were doing good elfewhere. : 


gates 5 but this Levite was intrulted with the fecular concerns > 


of God’s houfe, that were in ordine ad Jpivitualia, the collec: 
ting of the contributions, the providing of materidls for the 
temple-fervice, and the like, which it was neceflary to overfee, 
elfe the inward bufinefs would have been ftarved, and ftoad 


ftill. L‘hofe that take care of the a iw of the church, the 
‘ferving of its tables, are as neceffary in its place as thofe that 


take care of its rz ew, who give themfelves to'the word and 

prayer. [2.] Iv is faid of another, that he was the principal 

to begin the ithank/zivinge in prayer. 
‘3S 5 tUINE My 


fore was chofen to lead the pfalm. He was precentor in the 
temple. Obferve, Thankfgiving is neceflary in prayer; they 
Giving thanks for the former mercies, is 


a decent way of begging further mercies. And care thauld be 


It is hkely he had a good - 
| €ar, and a good voice, and was an arti(t in finging, and there- 


taken in public fervice, that eyery thing fhould be done in the - 


beft manner, decently and in good order; in prayer that one 


fpeak, and the reft join ; in finging that one’ begin, and the relt. 


follow. : 


20 J And the refidue of Ifrael, of the priefts, 
and the Leyites, were in all the cities of Judah, 
every one in-his inheritance. 21 But the Ne- 
thinims dwelt in Ophel: and.Ziha, and Gifpa 


alfo of the Levites at Jerufalem, was Uzzi the 


22 The overfeer » 


fon of Bani, the fon of Hafhabiah, the fon of - 
Mattaniah, the fon of Michahr of thefons of » 


Afaph, the fingers were over the bufinets of © 
23 For tt was the king’s - 
commandment concerning them, that a certain a 
portion fhould be for the fingers, due for every ~ 
24 And Pethahiah the fon of Mefheza-.. 
beel, of the children of Zerah, the fon of Ju-- 
dah, was at the king’s hand in all matters con~ 
cerning the, people.. 25 And for the villages, . ” 
with their fields, /ome of the children of Judah . 


the houfe of God. 


day. 


' 


dwelt at Kirjatharba, and 77 the villages there-. 


of, and at Dibon, and in the villages thereof, | 


and at Jekabzeel, and zm the villages thereof, 


26 And at Jeihua, and at Moladah, and at Beth- 
27 And at Hazar-fhual, and at Beer- 
fheba, and im the villages thereof, -28 And at= 

Liglag, . 


phelet, 


a. 


— finefs of the houfe of God, ver. 22. 
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‘Liglag, and at Mekonah, and in the villages 
thereof, 29 And at En-rimmon, and at Za areah, 
and at Jarmuth, 30 Zanoah, Adullam, and 7 
their villages, at Lachifh and the fields thereof, 
at Azekah, and in the villages thereof. And 
they dwelt from Beer-fheba, unto the valley of, 
Hinnom. 31 The children alfo. of Benjamin 
from Geba, dwelt at Michmafh, and Aija, and 
Beth.el, and in their villages, : 32 dnd at An- 
athoth, Nob, Ananiah, 33 Hazar, Ramah, 
sittaim, 34 Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat, 35 
Lod, artd Ono, the valley of craftfmen. 36 And 
of the. Levites, were divifions in Judah, and in 
Benjamin. 


Having. given an aécount of the principal perfons that dwelt 
in Jerufalem, a large account of whom we had before, r 
Chron. ix. 2, &c. Nehemiah, in thefe verfes, gives us fome 
account of the other cities, in wid, dwelt the refidue of 1frael, 
ver. 20. It was requifite Jerufalem fhould be replenifhed, yet 
not fo as to drain the country ; the king him/elf is ferved of 
the field, which, will do little fervice if there be not hands to 
manage it. Let there therefore be no ftrife, no envy, no con- 
tempt, no ill-will, between the inhabitants of the cities, and 
thofe of the villages, both are needful, both ufeful, and neither 
can be fpared. 
1. The Nethinims, the pofterity of the Gibeonites, dwelt 
_ in Ophel, which was upon the wall of Jerufalem, chap. lil. 26. 
becaufe they were to do the feryile work of the temple, which 
therefore they mult be pofted near to, that they might be rea- 
dy to attend, ver. 21. 
, 2. Though the Levites were difperfed through the cities of 
Judah, yet they had an overfeer who refided at t Jerufalem, fu- 
erior of their order, and their provincial, to whom they ap- 
plied themfelves for diregtion, who took care of their affairs, ° 
and took cognizance of = caren whether try did their’ 
* duty, ver. 22. 
-3.. Some of the fingers were appointed to iosk after the ne- 
ceflary repairs of the temple, being ingenious men, and having 
~ Jeifure betwixt their hours of fervice : they were over. the bu- 
And it feems the king of 
Perfia-had fuch a kindnefs for their office, that he allotted a 
particular maintenance for them, befides what belonged to them 
as Levites, ver. 23. 

“4. Here is one that was the king’s commuiffioner at Jerufa- 
lem, he was of the pofterity of Zerah, ver. 24. for of that fa- 
mily of Judah, ‘there were fome now fettled in Jerufalem, and 

- not all of Pharez, a8 appears by that other catalogue, ‘1 Chron. 
ix. 6. He is faid to be at the hing’s hand, or on the king?s 
part, in all matters concerning the people, to determine cortro- 
_yerfies that arofe between the king’s officers and his fubjects ; 
to fee what was due to the king from the people, was duly 
paid in ; and what was allowed by the king for the temple- 
“fervice, was duly paid out; and happy it Was for the Jews, that . 

‘one “of themfelyes was in this polt. « 

5. Here is an account of the villagesy or country towns, 
yee were inhabited by the refidue of Iftael. . The towns in 
which the children of Judah dwelt, ver. 25,—30, and thofe . 
that were inhabited by the children of Benjamin, ver. 31, 25. 
_and divifions for the Levites among both, ver. 36. We will. 


fuppofe tl fafe and eafy, though f d t, by, ote 
eh EC en an ee 4 miel, with their brethren over againit: 


the bleffing of God, likely to i increafe in wealth and power. F) 
and more likely if there Had not been. that general profanentf 
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among them, and luke- waimnefs in ‘religion, which the rote é 
Malachi chargeth them with in God’s name,, who, ‘it is vee 
pofed, prophefied about this time, and in whom prophecy ceaf- 
ed for fome ages, till at ete in the great - prophet ae his 
fore-runneér. : 


c i ASP,» XIt 

In this chapter is preferved upon record 1. The names of the . 
chicf of the priefis and the Lenhs hens up with Ze- 
rubbabel, ver. t,—9. II. The fucceffion of the bigh priefty 
ver. 10, 11. TIL. The names of the next generation of the  - 
other chief priefls, ver. 12y—21. IV. The eminent Levwites 
that were in Nehemiah’s time, ver. 22,—26. V. The fa- 

_lennity of dedicating the wall of Ferufalem, ver. 27,—43. 
VI. The /fettling of the offices of the pricfts and Levites 
in the temple, ver. 441-47 


N OW thefe are the priefts and the Levites. © 
that went up with Zerubbabel the fon of ~ 
Shealtiel, and Jefhua: Sheraiah, Jeremiah, Ez- 
ra, 2 Amariah, Malluch, Hattufh, 3 Shechani- 
ah eum, Meremoth, ‘4 Iddo, Ginnetho, Abi- 
jah, 5 Miamin, ‘Maadiah, Bilgah, 6 Shemaiah, . 
and foiarib; Jedaiah, i Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, 
Jedaiah: thefe were the chief of the - priefts, and | 
of their brethren in the days of Jefhua. 8 More- 
over the Levites: Jefhua, Binnui, Kadmiel, 
Sherebiah, Judah, and- Mattaniah, ‘which was 
over the thank{giving, he and his brethren. «9 
_Alfo Bakbukiah and Uni, their brethren, were. 
over againft them in the watches. 104 And 
‘Jefhua begat Jolakim, Joiakim alfo begat Elia- 
fhib, and Eliafhib begat Joiada, 11 And Joiada 
begat Jonathan, and Jonathan begat Jaddu. 12. 
And in the days of Joiakim, were priefts, the — 
chief-of the fathers: of Seraiah, Meraiah : of - 
Jeremiah, Hananiah: 13 Of Ezra, Mefhullam: 
of Amariah, Jehohanan: 14 Of Melicu, Jona- 
than: of Shebaniah, Jofeph: 15 Of Harim, 
Adna: of Meraioth, Helkai: 16 Of Iddo, 
‘Lechariah : of Ginnethon, Mefhullam: 17 Of. 
_ Abijah, Zichri: of Miniamin, of Moadiah, Pil. 
tai: 18 Of Bilgah, Shammnua: of Shemaiah, 
Jehonathan: 19 And of Joiarib, Mattenai: of 
Jedaiah, Uzzi: 20 Of Sallai, Kallai: of A- 
mok, Eber: 21 Of Hilkiah, Hafhabiah: of - 
Jedaiah, Nethaneel. 22 7 The Levites i in wei 4 
days of Eliafhib, Joiadah, and Johanan, and a 
Jaddua, were recorded chief of the fathers: alfo 
the priefts, to the reign of. Darits the Perfian. 
23, The fons of Levi, the chief of the fat ers, 
‘were written in the book of the chronicles, 
even until the days of Johanan the fon of I Elia 
| fhib. 24 And the chief of the Levites ; i 
habi: as Sherebiah, and Jefhua the fon of Kad : 
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‘Chap, XIL 


mandment of David the nian of God, ward o- 
ver againft ward. 25 Mattaniah, and. Bakbu- 
kiah, Obadiah, Mefhullam, Talmon, Akkub, 
were porters keeping the ward, at the threth- 
olds of the gates, 26 Thefé were in the days of 


_> Joiakim the fon of Jefhua, the fon of Jozadak, 


and in the days of Nehemiah the governor, and 
of Ezra the prieft, the fcribe. 


We have here the names, and little more than the names, of 

a great many pricfts and Levites, that were eminent in their 
day among the returned Jews. Why this regifter fhould be 
~ here inferted by Nehemiah, doth not appear: perhaps to keep 


~ in remembrance thofe good men, that pofterity might’ know 


to whom they were beholden, under God, for the. happy revi- 
val and re-eftablifhment of their religion ‘among them. ‘Thus 
mutt we contribute towards the performance of that promife, 
Pfal. exit. 6. that the righteous Jhall be in everlafting remem- 
_brance. Let the memory of the juft be bleffed, be perpetuated. 
It is a debt we ftill owe to faithful minifters, to remember our 
guides who have /poken to us the word of God, Heb. xiii. 7. 
- Perhaps it is intended to ftir up their pofterity, who fucceeded 
- them in the priefts office, and inherited their dignities and pre- 
ferments, to imitate, their courage and ‘fidelity. It is good 
to know what our godly anceftors and predeceflors were, that 
‘we may learn thereby what we fhould be. We have here, 

1. The names of the priefts and Levites that came up with 
the firft out of Babylon when Jefhua was high prieft, Jeremiah 
and Ezra are mentioned with the firft, ver. 1.; but it is fup- 
pofed, not Jeremiah the prophet, or Ezra the fcribe, the fame 
of the one was long before, and the ‘other fome time after, 
though both of them-were priefts, but two others of the fame 
names. Of one of the Levites it is faid, ver. 8. that he was 
over the thank/giving, i. c. he was intrufted to fee that the 
pfalms, the thankfgiving pfalms, were conftantly fang in the 
temple, in due time and manner. The Levites keep their 
turns in their watches, relieving one another as becomes bre-- 
thren, fellow-labourers, and fellow-foldiers. 

2. The fucceflion of high priefts during the Perfian monar- 
chy, from Jefhua, (or Jefus) who was high prieft at the time 
of the reftoration, to Jaddua (or Jaddus) who was high prieft, 
“when Alexander the Great, after’ the conqueft of Tyre, came 

to Jerufalem, and paid great refpect to this Jaddus, who- met: 
-him in his pontifical habit; and fhewed him the prophecy of. 
Daniel, which foreto!d his conquefts. 
- 3. The next generation of priefts, who were chief men, and 
active in the days of Joiakim fons of the firft fet. Note, We 

“shaye reafon to acknowledge God?’s favour to_ his church, and 
care of it, in that as one generation of minifters paffeth away, 
another comes. All thefe who were mentioned, ver. 1. &c. 
as eminent in their generation, are again mentioned, (though 
with fome variation in feveral of the names), ver. 12. &c. ex- 
cept two, as having fons that were likewife eminent in their 
generation; a rare inftance that twenty good fathers fhould 
leave behind them twenty good fons (for fo many here are) 
that filled up their places. ESF 

4. The néxt generation of Levites, or rather a later pene- 

ration 5 for thofe priefts mentioned flourifhed in the days of a 
Joiakim the high prieft, thefe Levites in the days of Eliathib, 
ver. 22. Perhaps then the forementioned families of the priefts 

began to degenerate, and the third generation of them came 
‘fhart of the two firlt ; but the work of God fhall never fail for 

» want of inftruments. Then a géneration of Levites was raifed 

up, that were recorded chief of the fathers, ver. 22.; and were 


eminently ferviceable to the interefts of the church, and their 
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fervice not the lefs acceptable either to God o¢ to his people, 
for their being Levites only, of the lower rank of minifters. E- 
liathib the high prieft being allied to Tobiah, chap. xiii. 4.. The 


other priefts grew remifs, but. then the Levites appeared ‘the 


more zéalous, as appears by this,. that thofe who were now em- 
ployed in expounding, chap. viii, 7. and in praying; chap. ix. 
4 5. were all Levites, not priefts, regard being had to their 
perfonal qualifications more than to their order. Thefe Le- 
vites were fome of them fingers, ver, 24. to pratfe and give 
thanks ; otliers of them porters, ver. 25. keeping the a ord. at 
the threfbolds of the gate; and both according to the command of ; 
David. 


- 274 And at the dedication of-the wall of Je- 
rufalem, they fought the Levites out-of all their 
places, to bring them to Jerufalem, to keep the 
dedication with ‘gladnefs, both with thankfei- 
vings, and with finging with cymbals, pfalteties, 
and with harps. 28 And the fons of the fingers 
gathered themfelves together, both out of the 


plain country round about Jerufalem, and from 


the villages of Netophathi, 29 Alfo from: the’ 
houfe of Gilgal, and out of the fields of Geba, 
and Azmaveth: for the fingers had builded 
them villages round about Jerufalem. 30 And 
the priefts and the Levites purified themfelves, 
and purified the people, and the gates, and the 
wall. 
Judah upon the wall, and appointed two great 
companies of them that gave thanks, whereof 
one went on the right. hand upon the wall to-. 
ward the dung-gate: 32 And after them went 
Hofhaiah, and half of the princes of Judah, - 33 
And Azariah, Ezra, and Mefhullam, 


miah, : 
trumpets: namely, Zechariah the fon of Jona- 
than, the fon of Shemaiah, the fon of Mattaniah, 


805, 


Ex 34 Ju- 
dah, and Benjamin, and Shemaiah, and Jere. | 
35 And certain of the priefts fons with — 


31 Then I brought up the princes of- 


1 


- 


the fon of Michaiah, the fon of Zaccur, the fon . 


of Afaph: 36 And his brethren, Shemaiah, and 
Azarael, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, and 


Judah, Hanani, with the mufical inftruments of 


_ David the man of God, and: Ezra the fcribe be- 


fore them. 37 And at the fountain-gate, which 


was over againft them,they went up by the ftairs _ 


of the city of David,at the going up of the wall, 
above the houfe of David, even unto the water- 
gate eaftward. 38 And the other company of 
them that gave thanks, went over againtt chem, 
and I after them, and the half of the people up- 
on the wall, from beyond the tower of the fur- 


gate,‘and above the fifh-gate, and the tower of 
Hananeel, and the tower of Meah, even unto 
the fheep-gate; and they ftood ftill in the pri- 
fon-gate. 40 So ftood the two companies of 

sR them 


haces, even unto the broad wall: 39 And from a 
above the gate of Ephraim, and.above the old 
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them that gave thanks in the houfe of God, and 
‘I, and the half of the rulers with me: 41 And 
the priefts; Eliakim, Maatfeiah, Mmiamin, Mi- 
chaiah, Flioenai, Zechariah,aezd Hananiah with 
trumpets : 42 And -Maafeiah, and Shemaiali, 
and Eleazar, and Uzzi,and Jehohanan, and Mal- 
chijah, and Elam, and’ Ezer: and the fingers 
ae loud, with Jezrahiah their overfeer.. 43 
Allo that da ty they offered Bice facrifices, and 
rejoiced ; for Ged had made them rejoice ‘with 
great joy; the wives alfo and the children re- 
joiced : fo that the j joy of Jerulalem w was heard 
even afar Oia, 


Ge 


We have read of the building of the wall of Jerufalem, with 


~a great deal of fear-and trembling, we have here an account of 
the ¢ ledicating of it with a great deal of joy and samp They 


that pe in-tears, foall thus reap. 

. We mutt inguire what was the meaning of is Medias 
tion oe the wall : 
of the city too, (continens pro contento), and therefore it was 
-not done till the city was very well replenifhed; chap. xi. (1.) 
“Ic was a folemn thankfgiving’ to’God for his great mercy to 


them, in the perfecting of this undertaking, which they were 


the more fenfible of, becaufe of the difficulty and ee they 
had met with in it. (2.) They hereby devoted the city in a 
peculiar manner to God, and to his honour, and took poffef- 
fion 6f it for him, and, in his name. All our cities, all our 
houfes, muft have holinefs to the Lord written upon them ; 
but this. ci ity was (fo as neter any other was) a oly cil, the 
city of the great king, Pful. xlviii. 2. and Matt. v. 35-3 it had 
been fo ever fince God chofe it to put his name there, and as 
fuch it being now refitted, it was afrefh ‘dedicated to God by 
the buildets. and inhabitants, in token, of their: acknowledge- 
roent that. they were his tenants, and.their defire that it might 
{till be his, arid that the property of it might never be altered. 
Whatever is done for their fafety, eafe and con.fort, muft be 
defi ened for God’s honour and glory. 
the city and its walls under the divine sete Aicn, owning, that 
unlefsthe Lord héep the city, the walls were buz/t in vain. 
this city was in pofleflion of the Jebufites, they committed the 
“guardianfhip of it to their gods, though they were blind and 


‘Tame ones, 2 ‘Sam. v. 6. With much more reafori do the peos 


ple of God commit it ‘to his keeping, who is all-wife and all. 
“mighty. ‘The fuperftitions founders of cities had an eye to the’ 


lucky pofition of the heavens, (fee Mr Gregory’s works, page - 
29, Jc.) but thefe pious founders had an eye to God only, to 


his providence; and not to fortune. 

2. We mutt obferve with what folemnity i it was s performed, 
under. the dire@ion of Nehemiah. a 
if, The Levites from all parts of the country were finan 


“ed. to attend. - The city muft be dedicated to God, and there-_ 
fore his minifters muff be employed in the doing of it, and the | 


farrender mutt pafs through their hands. When thofe folemn 
feafts were over, chap. vili. and ix. they were gone home to 


their refpective pofts, to mind their cutes in. the country, but 


now their prefence and afh{tance was again called for. 
- 2dly, Purfuant tothofe furnmontes, there was a general rens 
_dezvous of all the Levites, ver. 28, 29. And obferve i in what 
“method: they proceeded. 

(1.) They parifed them nfelves, ver. 30. We are vddestbeal 
to cleanfe our hands, and purify our hearts, when any work for 


a to pafs' through them, Themfelyes they purine and 


we will fappofe it to include the dedication - 


( 3.) They hereby pus - 
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then the people ; they that” rial be ‘itera to fang 
others, muft fanétify themfelves, and fet themfelves apart for 
God, with purity of mind, and fincerity of intention. Then 
they purified ihe gates and the wall. ‘Then may we expe 
comfort, when we are prepared to receive it. Yo the pure all 
things-are pure, Tit. i. 15. And to them: who aré fanétifi ed ~ 
boufes and tables, and all their creature comforts and enjoy= — 
ments are fanctified, r Tim. iv. a Be This purification was 
performed, it is probable, by fprinkling the eater of purifying, 
or of /eparation, (as it is called, Numb. xix. 9.) on them/e/ves 
and the people, the walls and the gates; a type of the blood of 
Chrilt, with which our confciences being purged from dead 
works, we become fit to ferve the living God, Heb. 1 1x, 14, and 
to be his care. x 
~ (2.) The princes, priefts, and Lpvikes, walked jieed upon 
the wall in two companies, 1 to fignify the dedication ’of it all to” 
God, the whole circuit of it, with mufical inflruments, ver. 36. 
So that it is likely they fung pfalms as they went along, tothe 
praife and-glory of God. . This procéflion is here largely de- 
{cribed. ‘They had a rendezvous at one certain place, where 
they divided themfelves into two eompanies. Half of the prin= 
ces, with feveral priefts and Levites, went on the right: hand, — 
- EzraJeading their van, ver. 36. The other half of the princes _ 
and priefts, who gave thanks, likewife went to the left hand, - 
Nehemiah’ bringing up the rear, ver. 38. And at length both 
companies. met in the temple, where they joined. their thank 
givings, ver. 40. The crowd of people, it is likely, walked on _ 
the ground, fome! within the wall,'and others without, one € end 
of this ceremony being to affect them with the mercythey were — 
giving thanks for, and: to’ perpetuate the remembrance of it a- 
mong them, and for that intent fuch cavalcades have their ufe. 
(3.) The people greatly rejoiced,-ver. 43. While the prins 
ces, priefts, and Levites, teftify their joy and than}fulnefs by 
great facrifices, found of trumpet, mujical infiruments, and Songs 
of praife, the common people teftiied theirs-by loud fhouts, 
which were heard afar off, further than the more harmonious — 
found of their fongs and mufic ; and thefe thouts coming from 
a fincere and ‘hearty joy, are here taken notice of: for God 
overlooks not, but gracioufly accepts the honeft zealous fervices 
of mean péople, though there be in them little of art, and they 
are far from being fine. It is obferved that the women and 
children rejoiced, and their hofannas were not defpifed, butre. 
corded to, their praife. Al! that fhare in’ public merciés, ought. 
to join in public thank{givings. ” The reafon given is, that God’ 
Aad made them rejoice with great joy 3 he had given them both. 
matter for ] joy, and hearts to: TE}OICE $ this: providence had made - 
them fafe and eafy, and then his grace made them chearful and. 
thankful. | The baffled oppofition of ‘their ‘enemies; ‘no doubt, - 
added to their j joy, and mixed triumph: with it. Great mercies, 
call for-the moft folemu. returns of praife, in the courts of the 
the Lord’s: honfes in the midft of thee, 0. Ferufalern. 215 3- 


44 And’at that time were fome ap olen 
over He. shames for dhe teat 


the portions of the | law. whit oa ct i 
for Judah rejoiced, for the | 
‘vites that waited. 45 And both th« 
the porters kept the ward of their Gor 
| ward of the: purification; according: tc 
Bc cokes of David: and: . hs 
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~ praife and thank(giving unto Gad, AT And all 
" Ifraelin the days of Zerubbabel, and in the days 


of Nehemiah, gave the portions of the fingers, 
“and the porters, every day his portion, and they 
fandtified ho/y things untb the Levites, and the 
Levites fanctified them unto the children of A- 
aron. — 

We have:here an account of the:remaining. good effeéts of 
the univerfal joythat was at the dedication of the wall: When 
the folemnities of a thank{giving-day leave fuch. impreflions on 
minifters,and people, as that both are more careful and’ chear- 
ful in doing their: duty-afterward ; then-are they indeed accept- 
able to God; and turn to.a good account. So it was here. 


ry. ‘Fhe minilters were more careful. than they had been of 


their, work : the refpe&t the people paid! them upon this occa- 
fion, encouraged them to diligence and watchfulnefs, ver. 45. 
Lhe fingers: hept the ward of their God, attending in'due time 
to the duty of their office; the porters too, they kept the ward 
of the purification, that is, they took care to preferve the purity 
of the temple, by denying admifhon to thofe that were cere- 
mozially unclean... When the joy of the Lord thusengageth 


us to our duty, and enlargeth us init, it is then an earneft of | 


a 


that joy which, in concurrence, with the perfection ‘of holinefs; 
_ will be our everlafting blifa. ~~ 
- 2, The people were more cateful:than they had been of the 


_ miaintenance of their minifters.: [he people at the dedication 


of the wall, among other things which they made matter of 
their joy,xejoiced for the priefts, and for the Levites that waited, 
ver: 44. “They had a great deal of comfort m their’ minifters, 
and were glad of them: when ‘they obferved how diligently 
they waited; and what pains they took in their. work, they. re- 
joiced in them. . Note, The fureft way for minifters to recom- 
- mend themfelves to their people, and gain ‘an’ intereft in their’ 
affections, is to euait on their minifiry, Rom. xit.7. to be hum 


ble and induftrious, and to mind their bufinefs; when thefe did 
~ fo, the people thought nothing toomuch to do for them, to en- 


courage them. .'The law had. provided them ‘heir portions, 
vet. 44. But what the better were they for that provifion, if 


what the law appointed them either was not duly collected, or 


- Hot juftly paid them. — 
* Now, 1; Carevis here ‘taken forthe colleéting of their-dues: 
they were modett; and would ‘rather lofe their right, than’ call 
forit themfelves: <The people were many of them carelefs, 
and would not’bring it unlefs they were called upon; and 
therefore ome were appointed, whole office it fhould be to. ga- 
ther into the treafuries out of the fields of the cities, the portions 
“of the law for the pricfis and Levites, ver. 44. that their portion 
might not-be loft for want of being: demanded. \This is) a 
piece ‘of good fervice both \to minifters and people, that the one 


. may not come fhort of the maintenance, nor the other of their 


w ity, Zest = : 
} aie Care is taken, that being garherd in, it might be duly 
paidiout, ver..47. ‘Chey gave the fingers and porters their 
daily portions, over anid above what was due to them as Le- 
_vites 3, for we may {uppofe, when David and Solomon appoin= 
ted them their. work, (ver. 45, 46.) above what was requirefl 


frony them as Levites, they fettled‘a fund for their further en-_ 


~eouragement. Let thofe that labour ‘more abundantly in the 
ward aod. doétrine,.be counted worthy of this double honour. 


Ass for the other. Levites, the tithes, hete'called the holy things, 


were duly fet apart for them, out of which they paid the pric{ts 


_ their tithe according to the law. . Both are faid to be fanctifi- 


ed “When ‘what is contributed, either'voluntarily or by law, 


for the’ fapport of religion, and the maintenance of the miniftry, 


Meer Frcs j “ 


| and fhall be aceepied of him accordingly, and it will ¢: 
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is given with an eye to God and his Honour, it js fanétified, 


bleffing to reff upon the houfe, and ali that 38 in it, Ezek. xliv. 
30. 
Go Has eae 


| Nehemiah having fini/bed what he undertsol, for the feecing 


and filing of the holy city, returned to the king bis mafler, 
who could not long be without hint, as appears, ver. 6. 
But after fome itme, got leave to come back again ty Fe. 
rufalemm, to redrefs grievances, and purge out jome corrup- 
tions which had crept in -in bis absence; and very alive 
he was in reforming feveral abufes; which here we have 
an account of. 1. He turned out from LIfrael the mixed 
multude, ibe Moabites and Ammonites efpecially, ver. Ly 
—3. And Tobiah, with a particular indignation, he ex- 
pelled out of the lodgings be had got in the courts of the 
temple, ver. 4,—9. II. He fecured the maintenance of 
the pricfs and Leurtes to them more firmly than it had been, 
ver. 10,—14. TEL. He'refrained the profanation of the 

Sabbath-day, and provided far the due JanGification of it, - 
ver. 15,—22. IV. He checked the growing mi/chief of 

marrying flrange wives, Ver. 23,—31- 

N that day they read in the book of Mo- 
fes in the audience of the people; and 
therein was found written, that the Ammon- 
ite and the Moabite fhould not come into the 
congregation of God for ever; - 2 Becaufe they 


’ met not the children of: Ifrael with. bread and 


with water, but hired Balaam againft them, that 
he fhould curfe them: howbeit our God turn- 
ed the curfe into a bleffing.. 3 Now it came 
to pafs when they had heard the law, that they 
feparated from Ifrael all the mixed multitude. 
4 And before this, Eliafhib the prieft,- having 
the overfight of the chamber of the houfe of 
our God, was allied unto Tobiah: 5 And he 
had: prepared for him a great chamber, where. 
aforetime they laid the meat-oflerings, the 
frankincenfe, and the veflels, and the tithes of 
the corn, the new, wine, and the oil, (which 
was commanded to be given to the Levites, and 
the fingers and the porters) and the offerings of 
the priefts. 6 But in allthis tze was not I at 
Jerufalem: for in the two and thirtieth year of 
Artaxerxes king of Babylon, came I unto’ the 
king, and after certain days I obtained leave ofe 
the king: “7 And I came to Jerufalem, and’ 
underitood of the evil, that Eltathib did for To-. 


- biah, in preparing him, a.chamber in the courts 


of the houle of God.:'8 And it grieved me’ 
fore, therefore I cait forth all the houfehold-ftuff 
of ‘Tobiah out of the chamber. 9 Then I com-. 
manded, and they cleanied the chamber; and 
thither brought Lagain the veflels-of the houfe 
of God, with the meat-offering, and the frank- 
incenfe, ' ee ; 


:~ It was the honour of Ifrael, and the greateft prefervarion of 
sR 2 their 
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their holinefs, that they-were a peculiar people, and were foto 
keep themfelves, and not to mingle with the nations, nor fuffer 
any of them to incorporate with them, 

Now here we have, 

1. The law to this purpofe, which happened to be read on 
that day in the audience of the people, ver, t. On the day of 
the dedication of the wall, as it would feem; for with their 
prayers and praifes they joined the reading of the word; and 
though it was long after that the other grievances here men- 
tioned were redrefled by Nehemiah’s power, yet this of the 
mixed multitude, hight be redreffed then by the people’s 
own act, for fo it feems to be, ver. 3. Or perhaps it was on the 
anniverfary commemoration of that day, fome years after, and 
therefore faid to be on that day. They found a law, that the 
Ammonites and Moabites fhould not be naturalized, fhould 

‘not fettle among them, nor unite with them, ver. 1. And the 
reafon given is, becanfe they had been injurious and ill-natured 


to the Ifrael of Géd, ver. 2. had not fhewedithem common — 


civility, but fought their ruin, though they not only did them 
no harm, but were exprefsly forbidden to dothem any. This 
law we have with this reafon, Deut. xxiii, 3, 4, 5- 

_ 2. The people’s ready compliance with this law, ver. 3. See 
the benefit of the public reading of the word of God, when it 
is duly attended to ; it difcovers to'us fin and duty, good and 
evil, and fhews us wherein we have erred. And then we 


profit by the difcovery, when by it we are wrought upon ‘to fe- . 


parate ourfelves from all that evil to which we had addiged 
ourfelves. They /eparated from Ifrael all the mixed multitude, 
which had of old been a fnare to them; for the mixed multi- 
tude fell-a lufting, Numb. xi. 4. Thefe inmates they expel- 
led, as ufurpers and dangerous. 

2. The particular cafe of Tobiah, who was an Ammonite, 
and to whom, it is likely, the hiftorian had an eye in the reci- 
tal of that law, ver.'1. and the reafon of it,-ver. 2. For he had 
the fame enmity to Ifrael that his anceftors had, the {pirit. of 
an Ammonite, witnefs his indignation at Nehemiah, chap. ii. 
to. and the oppofition he had given to his undertakings, chap. 
iv. 7. Obferve, fe 


if, How bafely’Eliathib the chief prieft took this Tobiah — 


in, to be a lodger ‘even in the courts of the temple, * 

: (1.) He was allied to Tobiah, ver. 4. by marriage firft, and 
then by friendfhip: his grandfon had married Sanballat’s daugh- 
_ter, ver. 28. And it it likely fome other of his family had 
married ‘Tobiah’s, and (would you think it?) the high’ prieft 
thought the alliance an honour to his’ family, and was mighty 
proud of it, though really it was his greateft difgrace,and what 
he had-reafon to be afhamed of. It was exprefsly provided by 
the law, that the high prieft fhould marry exe of his own people, 
elfehe profanes his feed among his people, Lev. xxi. 14. And 
for Eliafhib to contraét an allianece with an Ammonite, a fer- 
vant, (for fo he is called) and to value himfelf upon it, pro- 
-bably, becaufe he was a. wit, and a beau, and cried up for a 
pretty gentleman, chap. vi. 19. was: fuch a contempt-of' the 


_ crown of his confécration, as one would not with thould be 


told in Gath, or publifhed in the flreets of Afhkelon. 
(2.) Being allied to'him, -hé muft be acquainted with him. 
Tobiah, being a man of bufinefs, has oft occafion to be at Je- 
rufalem, I doubt upon no good defign, Eliathib is fond of his 
new kinfman, pleafed with his company, and muft have him 


as near him as he can: he has not a room for him ftately e- 


nough in his own apartment, in the courts of the temple ; there- 
fore, out of feveral little chambers, which had been ufed for 
ftore-chambers, by taking down the partitions, he contrived to 
make one great chamber, a {tate-room,, for Tobiah, ver. Re bey 
wretched thing it was, [1.] That Tobiah the Ammonite fhould 


_ be entertained with refpect in Iftael, and have a magnificent re- 


_ and his: caufe betrayed by him that thould be its protector and. — a 


_ cafting forth all his houfehold ftuff; he did not feize it for his 


_ ‘Levites and the fingers that did the work, were 
fled every one to his field. 11 Then conten ded: 
__Lwith the rulers, and faid, Why is the houfe of 


ey 6 made tre afu rers-over the treafuries, ‘Shelemiah 


; a) ee: 
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ception. [2.] That the high prieft, who fhould have taught ae 
the people the law, and fet them.a good example, fhould, con oy 
trary to the law, give him entertainment, and make ufe of the 14 
power he had, as oyerfeer of the chambers of the temple, for 
that purpofe.. [3.] Thatshe fhould lodge him in the courts of * 
God’s houfz, as it were to confront God himfelf; this was next “@ 
to fetting up an idol there, as the wicked kings of old had. 
done., An Ammonite mult not come into the congregation, and. 
fhall one of the worft and vileft of the Ammonites be courted, 
into the temple itfelf, and carrefled there. [4.} That he — § 
fhould throw out the ftores of the temple, to make room for | 
him, and fo expofe them to be loft, wafted, and embezzled,. 
though they were the portions of the priefs, merely to gratify 
Tobiah. Thus did he corrupt the covenant of Levi, as Mala- — 
chi complained at this time, chap. ii. 8. Well might .Nehe-~ 
miah add, ver. 7. But all this time was not. I at. Ferufalemy, if 2 
he had been there, the high prieft durft not have done fuch. a . 
a thing. The envious one that fows tares.in God’s fields, — ~ 
knows how to take an opportunity to-do it when the fervants 
Sleep, or.are abfent, Matth, xiii. 25. The golden calf was made. 
when Mofes was in themount.») Pe Peet et RON or 
2dly, How bravely Nehemiah, the chief governor, threw 
him out, and all that belonged to him, and re{tored the cham= - 
bers to,their proper-ufe. When he'came to Jerufalem, and 
was informed by the good people, who were troubled at it, 
what an intimacy was grown between their chief prieft, and 
their chief enemy, it grieved him fore, verw7, 8. that God’s’ 
houfe thould be fo profaned, his enemies fo carrefied and trufted, 


patron. Nothing grieves a good man, a good magiftrate more, 


_'than to fee the minifters of God’s houfe do any ill thing. Ne- 


hemiah has power, and. he will ule it for God. ~o(t.).Pobiah: fe 
fhall out, he fears not difobliging him, fears nothis refentments, 
or Eliathab’s, nor excnfeth himfelf from interpofing in.an‘affair) 
that lay within the jurifdiction of the high prieft, but, like one 
zealoufly affected in a good thing, expelled the intruder, by — : 


own ufe, but caft it out, that Tobiah, who it is: probable, ~~ 
was now abfent, when he cameiagain, might have no conveni- _ 
encies for his reception there. Our Saviour thus clean/ed the tem- BET 
ple, that the hou/e of prayer might not be a den of theewes, And > 
thus they that would expel fin out of their hearts, thofe living j 
temples, muft throw out its houfehold ftuff, and all the provis be 
fion made for it, ftrip. it, ftarve it, and take away all” thofe a 


| things that are the food and fuel of luft ; this is fn effeét to mor- 4 


tify it. (2.) The temple ftores fhall:be brought:in again, and 


‘the weffels of the houfe of God put in their places: but the cham- — _ 


bers muft firft be {prinkled with the water of purification, and 
fo cleanfed, becaufe they had been profaned.. Thus when fin. 
is caft out of the: heart. by repentance, let'the blood of Chrift 
be applied to it by faith, and then, let. it be furnifhed with the, 


graces of God’s Spirit for every good work. : 


10 J And I perceived that the portions of 
the Levites had not been given them: for the 


God forfaken? and 1 gathered them together, . — 
and fet them in their place. . Ia Then brought | a 


} all Judah the tithe of the corn, andthe new 


wine, and the oil, unto the treafuries. 43 And 


the prieft, and Zadok the feribe, and of the Le 


ph 5. 
NS 
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vites, Pedaiah: and next to them was Hanan 
the fon of Zaccur, the fon of Mattaniah: for 
they were counted faithful, andtheir office was 


* to diftribute unto their brethren. 14 Remember 


Pa 


* their portions had‘not been given them, ver. 10. 


felves 


me, 0 my God, concerning this, and wipe not 
out my good deeds that I have done ‘for the 
houfe of my God, and for the offices thereof. 


Here is another grievance redrefled by Nehemiah. 
1. The Levites had been wronged. That was the grievance, 
Perhaps ‘Fo- 
biah, when he took poffeffion of the {tore-chambers, feized the 
{tores too, and by the connivance of Eliafhib, converted them 
to his own ufe. The complaint is not that they were not col- 
lected from the people, but that they were not given to the Le- 
vites, and the Levites were fo modeft, as not to fue for them; 
For the Levites and fingers were fled every one to his field. This 
comes in as a reafon, “either, (1.) Why their payments were 
with-held. ‘The Levites were non-refidents ; when they fhould - 


have been doing theirsvork about the temple, they were at 
their farms in the country; and therefore the people minded 


not to give them their maintenance. If minifters have not the 
encouragement they fhould have, let them confider, whether 
they themfelves be not acceffary to: the contempt they +are un- 
der, by the neglect of their bufinefs. Or rather, (2.) It is the 
reafon why Nehemiah foon perceived that their dues had been” 
denied them, becaufe he miffed them from their polts. Where 
are the fingers? faith Nehemiah, why do they not attend, ac- 
cording to their office, to praife God? Why, truly they. are 
gone every one to his country-feat, to geta livelihood for them- 
d their families, out of ‘their grounds ; for their pof- 
fefion would not maintain them. A fcandalous maintenance 
makes a fcandalous miniftry.. The work is neglected, becaufe 
the workmen are. It was not long fince the payment of the 
falaries appointed for the fingers, was put into a very good me- 
thod, chap. xii. 47. and yet how foon did it fail for want of 
being looked after. 5 

'2. Nehemiah laid the fault upon the rulers, who should have 


~ taken care that the Levites minded their bufinefs, and had all 


due encouragement therein, This is required from Chriftian 
magiftrates, that they ufe their power to oblige minifters to do 


_. their duty, and people to do theirs. Nehemiah began’ with the 


| forfaken ? ver. 11. 


me di 


rulers, and called them to an account, Why is the houfe of God 


Why, did you not take notice of this, and prevent it? The 

people forsook the Levites, which was exprefsly forbidden, Deut.- 

xii, 1614, 27. 3 

in the houfe of God. Both minifters and people that forfake 

religion, and the fervices of it, and magiftrates too, who do not. 

what they can to keep them to it, will have a great deal to an- 

fwer for. aa Same Ee some mi 
3. He delayed not to bring the difperfed Levites to their 

places again, and fet them in their {tations, as the word is, yer. 

t. A Levite in his'field (clericus in foro) is out of his fta- , 


* tion, God’s-houfe is his’ place, and there let him be found.. 


Many. that are carelefs would do much better than they do, if 


- they were but called upon. . Say to Archippus, Take heed to 
“ ( \ Ouse e ; 


thy minifiry. ie , 
4. He obliged tie people to bring in their tithes, ver. 12. 

His zeal provoked theirs; and when they faw the Levites at 

their work, they could not for fhame with-hold their wages any | 

longer, but honeftly and chearfully brought it in. The better 

church-work is done, the better will church-dues be paid. 

“5. He provided that juft and prompt payment fhould be 


made of the Levites ftipends: commiflioners were appointed. 


Why are the Levites ftarved out of it? | 


And then the Levites forfook their poft 
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to fee to this, ver. 13. and they were fuch as were accounted 
Suithful, i, e. had approved themfelves fo in other trufts com- 
mitted to them, and {fo had purchafed to them/elves this good de-- 
gree, 1 Tim. iii. 13. Let men be tried firft, and then trufted : 


. tried in-the lefs, and then trufted with more. ‘Their office was 


to receive and pay, to diftribute to their brethren in due fea- 
fon, and due proportiuns. 

6 Having no recompence (if is a queftion whether he had 
thanks) from thofe to whom he did thefe good turns, he looks 
up to God-as'his pay-mafter, ver. 14. Remember me, O my 
God, concerning this. Nehemiah was a man much in pious eja- 
culations ; on evefy dccafion he looked up to God, and com- 
mitted himfelf and his affairs to him.. (1.) He here reflects, 
with comfort and much fatisfaGion, upon what he had done for 
the houfe of God, and the offices thereof; it pleafed him to. 
think that he had -been any way in{trumental to revive and fup- ° 
port religion’ in his country, and to reform what was amifs.. 
What kindnefs any fhew to God’s miniflers, thus fhall it be 
returned into their own bofoms, in ‘the fecret joy they fhall 
have there, not only in having done well, but in having done 
good, good to many, good to fouls. (20) Hejhere refers him- 
felf to God to confider him for it, not in pride, or as boafting 
of what he had done, much Jefs depending upom it as his righte- 
oufnefs, or as if he thought he had made God a debtor to him,. 
but in a humble appeal to him concerning his integrity, and ho- 


_ neft intention th what he had done; and a believing expecta- 
‘tion that he would not be unrighteous to forget his work and - 


labour of love, Heb. vi. 10.. Obferve how modett he is iit his. 
requelts ; he only prays, Remember me, not reward me, wipe 
not out my good deeds, not publith them, record them. Yet he 
was rewarded, and his good deeds recorded ; for, God doth & 
more than we are able to afk. Note, Deeds done for the hou/e 


of God and the offices of it, for the fupport of religion, and the 


encouragement of it, are good deeds, there is both righteouf- ~ 
nefs and godlinefs in them, and God will certainly remember. 

them, and not wipe them outy they fhall in aowife lofe their. - 
reward. / : 


15-4 In thofe days faw I in Judah /ome tread-- 
ing wine-prefies on the fabbath, and bringing ins 
fheaves, and lading affes ; as alfo wine, grapes, 
and figs, and all manner of burdens, which they 


brought into Jerufalem on the fabbath-day: and. 


I teftified, again? them in the day,wherein they 
fold viduals. 16 There dwelt menof Tyre al-- 
fo therein, which brought fifh, and all manner 
of ware, and fold on the fabbath unto the chil- 

dren of Judah, and in Jerufalem. 17 Then IT’ 
contended with the nobles. of Judah, and faid. 
unto them, What evil:thing zs this that ye do, © 


and profane the fabbath-day ? 18 Did not your’ 


fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this 
evil upon us, and upon this city ? yet ye bring © 
more wrath upon Ifrael by profaning-the fab- 
bath.. 19 And it came to:pafs, that when the 
gates of Jerufalem began to be. dark before the: 


fabbath, I commanded that the gates fhould be 


fhut, and charged that they fhould not be o- 
pened till after the fabbath: and. /ome of my 


fervants fet 1 at the gates, eat there fhould no 
_ burden be brought in on the fabbath-day. 


20: 
So 


So the merchants, anddellers of all kind oF ware, 
lodged without Jerufalem ‘once or twice,* ‘24 
‘Lhen’ I teitified aganut them, and faid unto 
, Why lodge ye about the wall?-if ye do 
/vagain, b-will lay hands on you. From: that 
ime turth came they no more on the fabbath. 
22 And Tcommanded the Gevites, that they 
fhould cleanfe themfelves, and that they fhould 
come and keep the gates, to fandily the fab- 
bath-day.: Remember me, O my God, concern- 
ing this alfo, arid fpare me according to the 
' greatnels of thy mercy. 


e 
> 
i 


Heve is another inftance of that. bleffed reformation Nehe= 
miah was active in; he revived fabbath-fan@ification, and main- 


tained the authority of the fourth commandment; and a very _ 
good deed this was for the houfe of God, and the offices there- 


of; for where holy time is over-looked, and made nothing of, 
it is not ftrange if all holy duties be neglected. “Here is, 
1. A remon(trance of the abvfe. The law of the fabbath 


was very [trict, and much infifted on, and with good reafon ;_ 


for religion is never in the-throne, while fabbaths are trodden 

under foot. But Nehemiah difcovered, even in Judah, among 

thofe to whom fabbaths were given for a fign, this law wretch- 
edly violated. . is own eyes were his informers 5 and ma- 

giltrates that_are ip care to difcharge their duty aright, will, as 
much as may be, /ee with their own eyes, and accomplifh a dili« 
gent fearch to find out that which is evil. ‘To his great grief it 

appeared, that there was a general profanation of the fabbath, 

that holy day, even in Jerulalem, that holy city, which was fo. 
lately dedicated to God. (1.) The hufbandmen trode their’ 
wine-prefles, and brought home their corn on that day, ver. i 5. 

though there was an exprefs command, that in earing time, and 
in harveft time, they /bould ref on the fabbaths, Exod. xxxiv.. 
21. becaufe then they might be tempted to take a greater li- 

berty, and to fancy that God would indulge them in it. (2. 
The carriers loaded their affes with all manner of burdens, and 

made no fcruple of it, though there was a particular provifo in- 
the-law-for the cattles refting, Deut. v.14. and that they fhould 

bear no burden on the fabbath-day, Jer. xvii. 21. 
hawkers and pedlars, and petty chapmen, that -were men of. 
"Tyre, that famous trading city, fold all manner of ware on the 

dabbath-day, ver. 16. and the children. of Judah and Jerufalem 

had fo little grace as to buy of them, and fo encourage them, 
making our Father’s day a day of merchandize, contrary to the 

Jaw of the fourth commandment, which forbids the doing any 

sanner of work. “No wonder there was a general decay of re. 

ligion, and corruption of manners, among this people, when 

they for/ook the fanfwary, and profaned the fabbath. 


2. The reformation of it, They that are jealous for the ho- 


nour of God, cannot bear to fee his fabbath profaned. Obferve 
in what method this good man proceeded in his zeal for the 
fabbath. By rats meds 

if, He tefified againft them which profaned it, ver. 15. and 
again, ver. 27. He not only exprefled:his own diflike-of it, 
but endeavoured to convince them that it was a great fin, and 
fhewed them the teltimony of the word of God againtt it. He 
would not punifh it, till he had laid open the evil of it. 


2dly, He reafoned with the rulers concerning it, took the | 


‘nobles of Judah to taf, and contended with them, ver. W724 
_ ‘The greateft of men are not too big to be told of their faults 
_ by thofe whofe proper-office it is; nay, great men’ fhould be, 


as here, contended with in the firft place, becaufe of the in-. 4 


fluence they have upon others. (1.) He chargeth them: with 


* 
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_ bath, as one that aimed. at reformation... If he could: reform: 
_ them, he would not punifh them, and if he fhould:punith them, ~— 


. morning-after, left fabbath-time fhould-be intrenched: upon,” 


_ who preffed hard for entrance, tellin 


(3-): The © 


it, ye doit, They did not carry corn, nor fell th y bun.) — 
Mey connived at them that did, and did not ule their power,» 
to reftrain them, and fo made themfelves guilty, as thofe mae 
giltrates do, who bear the fword in vain. [2.] Théy fet ay 
ill example in other things. -4f the nobles allowed themfelves 
in {ports and recreations, in idle vifits and: idle talk Qn ‘the *_ 
fabbath-day, the men of bufinefs, both in ‘city and country, 
would profane it by their worldly employments, as more juftt, —~ 
fiable. We mutt be refponfible for the fins which others com~ 
mit by our'example. (2.) THe chargeth it upon them as an- 
evil thing; forfo it is, proceeding from a great contempt of — 
God and our own fouls: (3.) He reafons the cafe with'them, 
ver. 18. and {hews them that fabbath-breaking was one of the” - 
fins for which God had brought judgments upon them, ‘and if 
they did not take warning, but return to the fame fins again, 
they had reafon to expect farther judgments: 7% bring more. 
wrath upon Urael by profaning the fabbath. "Thus Ezva con- 
cluded, /f we again break thy commandments, wilt not thou be. 
angry with us, till thou haf confumed us? Ezrais. 14.0% 
3dly, We took care to prevent the profanation of the fab. 


it was but that he might reform them’: this is an example to 
magiftrates, to be’ heirs of reftraint, and prudently to ule the: 
bit and bridle, that there may be no occafion for the lath. 

- (1.) He ordered the pates of Jerufalem to be kept fhut froma ~~ 
the evening before the fabbath, to the morning after, and fet. 
his own fervaats (whofe care, courage, and honefty, he could 
confide in) ‘to watch them, that na burdens fhould be brought 
in on the fabbath-day, or late the night before, nor early in the: 


ver, 19. Phofe that came in to worfhip in the courts of the 
temple, no doubt, were admitted to-pafs and repafs s but none _ 


(2.) He threatened. thofe that cam 


ant 


And 
Pres. ee 


on the crofs: Lord, remember me, that i 
thoughts to us-ward are very precious; Pfal 
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¢+ fo far is he from thinking that what he had done, did 
properly merit a reward in trict juftices that he eries earneftly 
to God to /pare him, as Jeremiah, chap. xv.15. © Take me not 
away in the long-/uffiring, chap. x. 24. Correa me not in an- 
_ ger; and chap xvu..17. Be not a-terror to me. Note, The 
deft faints,-even when they do the beft actions, fland in need 
of fparing mercy for there is not a juft man that doth good and 
Sinneth not. (2.) The plea, according tothe greatne/s (or mul- 
titude) of thy mercies. Note, God’s mercy is what we mult 
depend upon, and not any merit of our own, when we appear 


before God. . 

_ 23 ¥. In thofe days alfo faw I Jews chat had 
“married wives of Athdod, of Ammon, and. of 
- Boab: 24 And their children fpake half in the 
¥- Apeech of Afhdod, and could not fpeak in the 
Jews language, but according to the language 
of each people. 25 And [contended with them, 
|. and curfed:themy; and fmote ‘certain of them, 
_ and pluckt-off their hair, and made them fwear 
by God, faying, Ye fhall not give your daugh- 
ters unto their fons, nor take their, daughters 
unto your fons, or for yourfelves. 26 Did not 


a 
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among many nations was there no king like 
“him, who was beloved of his God, and God. 
made bim king over all Ifrael: neverthelefs, e- 
ven him did outlandifh women caufe to fin. 27 
_ Shall we then hearken unto you to do all this 
great evil, to tranfgrefs againit our God, in mar- 
rying ftrange wives? 28 And ove of the fons 
of Joiada, the fon of Eliafhib the high-priett, 
~ was fon-in-law to Sanballat the Horonite : there- 
“fore I chafed him from me. 29 Remember 
them, O my God, becaufe they have defiled 
-. the priefthood, and the covenant of the priett- 
* hood, and of:the Levites. 30° Thus cleanfed I 
: them from all ftrangers, and appointed the wards. 
- of the priefts and the Levites, every one in his 
~ bufinefs : 3x And for the wood-oftering, at times 
appointed, and for the firit-truits. Remember 
“me, O my God, for good. - a 

‘We have here one inftance more of Nehemiah’s pious zeal 

for the purifying of his countrymen, a peculiar people to God; 

’ that was the thing he aimed at inthe afe of his power, not the 

*- enriching of himfelf.- “a aR 


nee eee th 


1. See here how they had corrupted themfelves by-marry- 

ing ftrange wives. This was complained of in Ezra’s tinie, and 
much done towards a reformation, Ezra ix. and x. But when 
\ the urtdlean fpirit is caft out, if a watahful eye be not kept up- 
on him, he will re-enter, fo he did here: though in Ezra’s'time,: 


* 
| 
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- families, yet others would not take warning, aiimur in velitum.. 


Nehemiah, like a good governor, “inquired-into the {tate of the | 


- . families. of thofe that were under his charge, that he might re- 
form what was amifs in them, and fo healthe reams, by heal- 
ang the fprings. SRE 3) Wr tease Orne 
_ ff, He inquired whence they had their wives, and found that. 
many of the Jews bad marricd. wives of Afhdod, of Ammon, 


Khe TF Sake . f 


- Solomon king of Hrael fin by thefe things? yet — 


they that/had “married: {trange wives, were forced; to put them: ‘|. 
away, which could not, but occafioa trouble and confufion in. 
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and of Moab, ver. 23.3 either becaufe they were fond of what 
was far fetched, or becaufe they hoped by thefe ailiancés to 
{trengthen and enrich themfelves. See how God, by the pro~ 
phet, réproves this, Mal. i. 11. Fudoh has dealt treacheroufly , 
and broken covenant with God, the covenant made in Ezra’s 
time, with reference to this very thing; he has profaned the ho- 
line/s of the Lord, by marrying the daushier, that is, the wor- 


Shipper, of a firanze God. 


2dly, Fe talked with the children, and found they were 
children of firangers, for their /peech bewrayed them. ‘The chil- 
dren. were bred up with the mothers, and learned of them, and 
their nurfes and fervants, to fpeak ; fo that they could not {peak 
the Jews language, either not at all, or not readily, or-not pure- 
ly; but half in the fpeech of Athdod; or Ammon, or Moab, 
according as the country was which the mother was a native 
of. Obferve, (1.) Children in their childhood. learn much of , 
their-mothers. Partus fequitur venirem. (2.) Uf either fide be 
bad, the corrupt nature will incline the children to take after 
that, whichis a good reafon why Chriftiznsfhould not be une= 
qually yoked." (3.) Inthe education of children, great care 


fhould be taken about the government of their tongues ;) that 


they learn notithe Janguage of Afhdod, any impious or impure” 


talk, any corrupt. communication. — ; 

2. See what courle Nehemiah took to purge-out this cormp= 
.tion, when he difcovered how much had tt prevailed: 

iff, He fhewed them the evil of it, and the obligation he 
lay under to witnefs againft it. He didnot feek.an occafion a- 
gainft them, ‘but this was an iniquity to be punifhed by the 
jadge, and which he muft by no means copnive at: vers 2%. 
Shall we hearken to you, who endeavour to palliate and excufé 
it? No, it is an evil, a great vil, it isa tranferefion againft. 
our God to marry ftrange wives, and we mult do our ut- 
moft to puta {top to it. You beg that they may not be divor- 
ced from you, but we cannot hearken ta you; for there is no o- 
ther remedy to clear us from the guilt, and to prevent the infec— 
tion. (1..) He quotes.a precept to prove, that it was in itfelf a 


~ great fin, and-makes them fwear to that precept, 2% /hall not 
_give your daughters unto their fons, &c. which is taken from: 


Deut. vii. 3. When we would reclaim people from fin, we muit 


. fhew them the finfulnefs of it inthe glafs of the commandment, 


(2.) He quotes a’ precedent. to: fhew the pernicious confe- 
quences of it, which made it neceflary to be anumadverted up- 


: on by the government, ver. 26. Did not Solomon hing of L/rael’ 
| fin by thefe things ? Vhe falls of great.and good men are there-. 
_ fore recorded, that we may take warning by them, to fhun tlie 


temptations which they were overcome by. Solomon was): 
famous for wifdom, there was no king ike him forit; yet whem: 
he married {trange wives, his wifdom could not fecure him from: 
the fnares, nay, it departed from him, and he did-very foolifi- 
ly. He was beloved of Gad, but that threw him ont of Ged’s 
favour, and went near quite to extinguifh the holy fire ofgrace 
in his foul: he was king over.all Ifrael, but that loft-him’ten of” 
his twelvetribes. You plead that you can marry. ftrange wires, 
and yet retain the purity of-his lfraelites; bat Solomon himfelé _ 
could not ;. even him. did outlandifh women caufe to fins There=- 
fore let him that.thinks he flands, take heed left he fail, when he- 
runs upon fuch a precipice. . i 
~.2dly, He fhewed himfelf highly difpleafed at it; that he 
might awaken them toa due fenfe of the evil of it. He contend-. 


ed swith them, ver. 25.3. they offered to juftity ‘themfelves in, 


what they did, but he fhewed them how frivolous their-excufes; 
were, and‘aroned it warmly with them. When he had-ilenced | 


them, he. curfed thems (i es-he. denounced-the- judgments of 


God againft-them, and: fhewed them what their fin deferved.. 


- And then picked out. fome of them who were, more obftinate: 
than the reft, and fit to_be made examples, and fimote thenr,i. ¢.. 


. orderedi 


872 eRe ee & 
ordered them to be beaten by the proper officers, according to 
the law, Deut. xxv. 2, 3. To which he added this further 
mark of infamy, he plucked off their hair, or cut; or fhaved it 
off; for fo it may be underftood. Perhaps théy had prided 
themfelves in their hair, and therefore he took it off, to deform 
and humble them, and put’them to fhame; it was in effeé to 
ftigmatife them, at leaft for a time. Ezra, in this cafe, had 
plucked off his own*hair, in holy forrow for the fin; Nehe- 
miah plucked off their hair, in a holy indignation at the finners. 
See the different tempers of wife, and good, and ufeful men, 
and the divers graces, as well as divers gifts, of the fame fpirit. 

3dly, He obliged them not to take any more fuch wives, and 
feparatéd thofe whom they had taken. He clean/ed them from 
all frangers, both men and women, ver. 30. and made them 
promife with an oath, that they would never do fo again, ver. 
25. Thus did he try all ways and means to put a ftop to this 
mifchief, and to prevent another relapfe‘into this difeafe. 

4thly, He took particular care of the priefts families, that 
they might not lie under'this ftain, this guilt. He found, upon 
enquiry, that a branch of the high prieft’s own family, one of 
his grandfons had married a daughter of Sanballat, that noto- 
‘rious enemy of the Jews, (chap: ii. 10. iv.1.) and fo had in ef- 
fe& twifted interefts with the Samaritans, ver’ 28. How little 
love had that man either to God or his country, who could 
make himfelf in duty and intereft, a friend.to him that was.a 
fworn enemy to both. Jt feems this young prieft would not put, 
away his wife, and therefore Nehemiah cha/ed him from him, de- 
prived him, degraded him, and made him for ever incapable of 
the priefthood. Jofephus faith, this expelled prieft was Manal- 
feh; and that when Nehemiah drove him away, he went to 
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his father-in-law Sanballat, who built him a temple ‘oyion Cette e, 
zim, like that at Jerufalem, and promifed him he fhould behigh 


prieft in it; and then was laid the foundation of the Samari- 
tans pretenfions, which continued warm to our Saviour’s time, 


John iv. 20. Our fathers worfhipped in this mountain. When © 
Nehemiah had thus expelled one that had forfeited the honour 


of the priefthood, he again pofted the priefls and Levites, eves 
ry one in his bufine/s, ver. 30. It was no lofs to them to part 


with one that was the fcandal of theit coat, the work would be — @ 


done better without him. When Judas was gone out, Chrift 
faid, Now is the fon of man glorified, John xiii. 30, 31% © 
Lafily, Here is Nehemiah’s prayer on this-occafion. . ’ 
(1.) He prays, Remember them, O my God, ver.-29.. Lord 
convince and conyert them, put them’ in mind of what they 
fhould be and do, that they may come to themfelves. Or, re- 
member them to reckon with them-forit.; remember it againft 
them, Ifwe take it fo, this prayer is a prophecy that God 


would remember it againft them, ‘They that defile the prieft- 


hood, defpife God, and fhall be lightly efteemed. Perhaps they 
were too tnany and too great -for -him to deal with: Lord, 


(faith~he), deal with them, take the work into thine own hands. - a 


(2.) He prays, Remember me, O.my God, ver. 316 Thebeft 
fervices done to the public, have fometimes been forgotten by © 
thofe for whom ‘they were done, Eccl. ix. 15. therefore Ne- 
hemiah refers himfelf to God, to recompenfe him, takes him — 
for his pay-mafter, and then doubts not but he fhall be well 
paid. This may well be the fummary of our petitions, we need — 
no more to make us happy but this. Remember me, O my God, 


for good. 


~ 


_ OF THE BOOK OF 


HOW the pfovidence of God watched over the Jews, that were returned out of cay ti 
own lands, and what great and kind things were done for them, we read in the tw 
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his 


~ books; but there were many who ftaid behind, having not zeal enough for God’s hou alten 


the holy land and city, to carry them through the difficulties of a removal thither théfe. one. 
would think, fhould have been excluded the fpecial proteétion.of Providence, as 1 a 
but our God deals not. with us according to our folly and w 


the name of Lfraelites: 


‘ ’ 


find in this book, that ‘even thofe Jews which were feattered in the provinces of t 
were taken care of, as well as thofe that were gathered in the land of Judea, and v 


/ 
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‘+ fully’ preferved; when dooniéd to deftruction, and appointed as fheep for the flaughter. Who 
2 drew up this ftory is uncertain: Mordecai was as able as any man to relate, on his own know- 
_. | ledge; the feveral paflages of it, quorum pars magna fuit ; and that he wrote fuch an account of 
>. them as-was neceflary to inform his people of the grounds of their obferving the feaft of Purim, 
3 we are told, chap. ix. 20. Mordecai wrote thefe things, and fent them inclofed in letters to all 


the Jews; and therefore we have reafon to think he was the penman of the whole book. It is 
the narrative of a,plot laid againft the Jews, to cut them all off, and wonderfully difappointed by 
__. @concurrence of providences. The moft compendious expofition of it willbe toread it deliberate- 
a ly altogether at one fitting; for the latter events expound the former, and fhew what Providence 
: intended in them. ‘The name of God is not found in this book; but the apocryphal addition 
~ {which is not in the Hebrew, nor ‘was ‘ever received by the Jews into the canon, containing 
' fix chapters,begins thus, Zhen Mordecai faid, God has done thefe things. But though the name of 
-s. God be not in it, the finger of God is, directing many minute events for the bringing about of his 
*. __ people’s deliverance. The particulars are nor only furprifing, and very entertaining, but edifying, » 
_ and very encouraging to the faith and hope of God’s people, in the moft diflicult and dangerous 
_ | times. We cannot now expeét fuch miracles to be wrought for us, as were for [{rael when they 
were brought out of Egypt; but we may expect that in fuch ways as God here took to defeat 
Haman’s plot, he will {till protect his people. We are told, I. How Efther came to be queen, 
_ and Mordecai to be great at court, who were to be the inftruments of the intended deliverance, 
chap. i..and 11. II. Upon what provocation, and by what arts Haman the Amalekite, obtained an 
order for the deftruction of all the Jews, chap. ut. III. The great diitrefs the Jews, and. their 
_~ patriots efpecially, were in thereupon, chap. iv. IV: The defeating of Haman’s particulat plot 
_ againft Mordecai’s life, chap. v. vi. and vii. V.The defeating of his general plot againft the Jews, | 
chap. vill. VI. The care that was taken to perpétuate the remembrance of this, chap. ix. and 
x. ‘The whole ftory confirms the Pfalmift’s obfervation, Pfal. xxxvii. 12, 1 3. The wicked plotteth 
againft the juft, and gnafbed upon him with bis teeth. The Lord foall laugh at him, he fees that 
bis day is coming. . 
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: / majefty, many days, even an hundred and four- 
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Ere aa MA $ é {core days. 5 And when thefe days were ex- 
Several sper: oe ates fell WS ior ee et pired, the king made a feaft unto all thepeople 
| nfe; but the defign of recording the Jory of it, is to fhew : : : 
ee ae was snp for Ejfther to the crown, ss order to | that were prefent in Shufhan the palace, both 
os her being inflrumental to defeat Haman*s plot, and thir, | unto great and fmall, feven days, in the court 
ong before the plot was laid, that we may obferve and ad- | of the garden of the king’s palace.. 6 Where 
mire the forefight and waft reaches of Providence, Known | avere white, green, and blue hangings, fattened | 
unto God - re Dab eat Ay Bhafiterus 7 with cords of fine linen and purple, to filver — 

ing in his height, feafis all bis great men, ver. 1,—9. II. | ‘0 é - 3 
Pei he Barris bis queen, becanfe She wie not rings, and pillars of marble: the beds were of 
come to him when he fent for ber, ver. 10,—22. And this | gold and filver, upon a pavement of red, and 
— foews how God ferves bis own purpofes, even by the fins | blue, and white, and black marble, 7 And they 
4 Vand follies of men, whicb be would not permat, if be knew gave them drink in veflels of gold, (the vefiels 
not how-to bring good out UE Sa being divers one from another), and royal wine 
> WETOW. it came to pals in the days of Ahafue- - in abundance according to the ftate of the king. _ 
LN tus, “(this #s Ahafuerus which reigned | g And the drinking was according to the law: 

from India even unto Ethiopia,over an hundred | jone did compel: for fo the king had appoint- 
_- and feven and twenty provinces.) 2 TZbatin | ¢qito all the- officers of his -houfe, that they 
_  thofe days, when the king Ahafuerus fat on the fhould_ do according to every man’s pleafure. 
throne of his kingdom, which was in Shufhan , g Alfo Vafhti the queen made a feaft forthe _ 
the, palace, 3 In the third. year of his reign, | Women in the royal houfe which belcnged to 
he made a feaft unto all his princes, and his fer- king Ahafuerus. ;' ona) ¥ 
a Vants.s: the power of Perfia and Media, 2 Ne Which of the kings of Perfia this Ahafuerus was, the learn= 
eee princes of the tovinces being before agreed. Mordecai’ is faid to have been one of 
bles and princes. ‘et 3 : ed are not ag one 
“him. 4 When he thewed the riches of his glo- | thofe that were carried captive from Fates ahi. é: 
te Gea me et 7 ws a ene by ope See ante RES ‘ty ahi of the firlk kings of that. 
tious pa and the honour of his excellent ' and by baat fhould feem it “s ong ta 8 Bate, 
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empire. Dr Lightfoot thinks: it was that Artaxerxes who 
hindered the building of the temple, who is alfo called ha- 
fuerus, Ezra ix. 6, 7. after his great grandfather of the Medes, 
Dan. ix. 1. We have here an account, p 
1. Of the vaft extent of his dominion. 
Darius and Cyrus, there were but an hundred and twenty pro- 
vinces, Dan. vi. 1.; now there were an hundred and twenty- 
feven, from India to Ethiopia, ver. 1. An overgrown king- 
dom, which in time would fink with its‘own weight, and, as 
ufual, would lofe its provinces as faft as it got them. _ If fuch 
watt power be put into a bad hand, it is able to do fo much 
the.more mifchief, but if into a good hand, it is not able to do 
fo much the more good. Chrift’s kingdom is, or fhall be, far 
larger than this, when the kingdoms of the world fhall all be- 
come his, and it fhall be everlafting. 

2. Of the great pomp and magnificence of his court. When 

he found himfelf fixed and ‘warmed in his throne, the pride of 
his heart rifing with the grandeur of his kingdom, he made-a 


moi{t extravagant feaft, wherein he put himfelf to a vaft ex- | 


pence and trouble, only zo /hew the riches of his gtorious king- 
dom, and the honour of his excellent majefly, ver. 4. This was 
vain glory, an affectation of pomp to no purpofe at all ; for 
none queftioned the riches of his kingdom, nor offeréd to vie 
with him for honour. Ifhe had fhewed the riches of his 
kingdom, and the honour of his majefty, as fome of his fuc- 
ceflors did, in contributing largely towards’'the building of the 
temple, and the maintaining of the temple-fervice, (Ezra vi. 
§. vil. 22.), it would have turned to ’a much better account. 
- Two feafts Ahbfuerus made. (1.) One for his nobles -and 
princes, which lafted an hundred and eighty days, ver. 3, 4. 
Not that he feafted the fame perfons every day for all that 
time, but perhaps the nobles and princes of one province one 
day, of another province another day, while thus he and his 
conftant attendants fared fumptuoufly every day. The Chal. 
dee paraphraft (who is very bold in his additions to the ‘ftory 
of this book) faith, there had been a rebellion among his fub- 
jects, and this fealt was kept for joy of the quathing of it. (2.) 
Another was made for all the people, both great and /mall, 
which la{ted feven days, fome one day, and fome another ; 
and becanfe no houfe would hold them, they were entertained 
in the court of the garden, ver. 5. The hangings with which 
the feveral apartments were divided, or the tents which were 
there pitched for the company, were very fine and rich, fo 
_ were the beds or benches on which they fat, and the pavement 
under their feet, ver. 6. ‘Better is a dinner of herbs with 
quietnefs, and the enjoyment of one’s felf and a friend, than 
this banquet of wine with all the noife and tumult. that muit 
needs attend it. _ : mais 4 
3. Of the good order which in fome refpects was kept there _ 
notwithitanding, We do not find this like Belfhazzar’s feat, 
in which dunghill-gods were praifed, and the veffels of the — 
fantuary profaned, Dan. v. 3, 4. -Yet the Chaldean para- 
phrafe faith, the veflels of the fan@tuary were vfed in this feaft, — 
sto the great grief of the pious Jews. It was-not like Herod’s 
féait, which referved a prophet’s head for the laft dith. | 
But two things more we may gather from the account here 
given of this fea(t, which are laudable. Bes ; 

_ If, That there was no forcing of healths, nor urging them. 
‘The drinking was according to the law, probably fome law 
‘lately made, none did compel, no net by a continual propofing 

it, (as Jofephus explains it) they did not fend the glafs about, 
but every man drank as he pleafed, ver, 8. So that if there 
were any that drank to excels, it was their own fault; but 
few would, when the king’s order put an honour upon fobric- 
ty. This caution of a heathen prince, even then when he 

_ would fhew his generofity, may {hame many who are called . 
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ty of the fair fex. 


. towards all that knew law and judgment: 


_Admatha, ‘Tarthifh, Meres, Marfena, and Me- 


_ king and the princes, Vafhti the queen hath — 


| there go a royal command 
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Chriftians, that think they do not fufficiently thew their goo 
houfe-keeping, nor bid their friends welcome, unlefs they mak: 
them’ drunk, and, under pretence of fending the health — 
round, fend the fin round, and death with it. There isa wo ~ 
to them that do fo, let them read it and tremble, Hab. ii. 15, 
It is robbing men of their reafon,. their richelt jewel 
and making them fools, the greateft wrong that can be. _ 
2dly, ‘That there was no mixed dancing; for the gentlemen 
and ladies were entertained afunder, not. as in Bel{hazzar’s 
feaft, whofe wives and concubines drank with him, Dan. ve 
2. or Herod’s, whofe daughter danced before him. Vathti feaft- 
ed the women in her own apartment 3 not openly in the court 
of the garden, bnt ia the royal houfe, ver. 9. Thus, while — 
the king fhewed the honour of his maje/ty, {he and her ladies — 
fhewed the honour of their modefty ; which is truly the majel. 


10 q On the feventh day, when the heart of : 
the king was merry with wine, he commanded 


~Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and A- ~ 


bagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the feven cham-~ 
berlains that ferved in the prefence of Ahafue-_ 
tus the king, 11 Yo bring Vaihti the queen. 
before the king, with the crown royal, to fhew 
the people and the princes her beauty: for fhe 
was fair to look on. 12 But the queen Vafhti. 
refufed to come at the king’s commandment by _ 
‘bis chamberlains: therefore was the king very ~ 

wroth, and his anger burned in ‘him, 13 7 
Then the king faid to the wife men, which 
knew the times, (for fo was the king’s manner 


And the next unto him was Carfhena, Shethar, — 
mucan, the feven princes of Perfia and Medi 
which faw the king’s face, and which fat th 

firft in the kingdom), 15 What fhall we do 
unto the queen Vathti, according to law, be- 
caufe fhe hath not performed the command- 
ment of the king Ahafuerus, by the chamber- 
Jains? - 16 And Memucan anfwered before the 


tempt and wrath. 19 Ifi pleafe tl 


let it be written among 
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-and the Medes, that it be not altered, that Va‘h- 
ti come ‘no more before king Ahafuerus, and let 
the king give her royal eftate unto another that 
is better than fhe. 20 And when the king’s 
decree which he fall make, fhall be publuhed 
throughout all his empire, (for it is great) all 
» the wives fhallgive-to their hufhands honour, 
‘Doth to, great and fmall. 21 And the faying 


did according to the word of Memucan: 22 
For he fent letters into all the king’s provinces, 


4! : . . - tiie 
| into every province according to the writing . 


thereof, and to every people after their language, 
that every man fhould bear rule in his own 
houfe, aad that it fhould be publifhed according 
to the language of every people. _ 


> We have here a damp to all the mirth of Ahafuerus’s feaft ; 
it ended in heavinefe, not as Job’s childrens feaft by a wind 
Ee from the wildernefs, or Belfhazzar’s by a hand-writing on the 
? wall, but by-his own folly! Am-unhappy falling out there was 
at the end of the feaft, between the king and queen, which 
broke off the folemnity abruptly, and. fent the guefts away 
filent and afhamed. | 
1. Tt was certainly the king’s weaknefs to fed for Vafhti 
_ ~ into his prefence when he was drunk, and in company with 
' abundance of gentlemen, many of them, it is likely, in the 
fame condition. When his heart was merry with wine, no- 
thing would ferve him, but Vathti muft come, well dreffed as 
fhe was,-with the crown on her bead, that the princes and peo- 
ple might fee’ what a pretty woman fhe was, ver. 10, 11. 
Hereby, (1.) He difhonoured himfelf as a -hufband, who ought 
to proteét, but by no means to: expofe, the modefty of his 
wife, tobe to her a cowering of the eyes, (Gen. XX. 16.), pot 
to uncover them. (2.) He, diminifhed himfelf as a king, in 
commanding that from his wife, which fhe might refufe, much 
othe honour of her virtue. Tt was again{t the cuftom of the’ 
_ Perfians, for the women to appear in public, and he put a 
great hardfhip upon her, when he did not court, but com- 
~ manded her to do fo uncouth a thing, and make her a fhow. 
' -¥fhe had not been put out of the pofleflion of himfelf, by 
drinking to excefs, he would not ae done-fuch.a thing; but 
have been angry at any one that: 


4 


_ from them. 


2. However, perhaps it was not her wifdom to deny him, ~ 


ver. 12. fhe refufed to come, though he fent his command. by 
_. feven honourable meffengers, ‘and publicly ; and Jofephus faith, 
- fent again and apain, yet fhe perfifted in her denial, Had fhe 
come, while it was evident fhe did it in pure -obedience, it 
would have been-no reflection upon her modefty, nor of ill éx- 
ample. The thing was not in itfelf finful ; and therefore to 

obey had-been‘more her honour, than'to have been fo precife. 

a Perhaps fhe refufed in a haughty manner, and then it was cer- 
: _. tainly evil ; -the {corned to come at the king’s commandment. 
- ‘What a baulk was this to him! while he was fhewing the 
© glory of his kingdom, he fhewed the reproach of his family, 
that he had a’wife that would do as'fhe pleafed. Strifes be- 
tween yoke- fellows are bad enough at any time, but before com- 
pany they_are very fcandalous,-and occafion blufhing and unea- 
heels. i Py 
3. The king hereupon grew outrageous. He that had rule 
over an hundred and twenty-feyen provinces, had no rule over 


a? 


~ 


fe 


. pleafed the king and the princes, and the king | 


_ fhould be divorced for her difobedience. 


ould have mentioned it. 
‘When the wine is in, the wit is out, and mens reafon departs — 


BH. ER. 


his own fpirit, but his anger burned in him, ver. 12, He had 
confulted his own comfort and credit more, if he had {titled 
bis refentments, had paffed by the affront his wife gave him, 
and turned it off with’a jett. 
_ 4 Though he was very angry, he would not do any thiag 
in this. matter, till he advifed with his privy-counfellors; as he 
had feven chamberlains to execute his orders, who are nemed, 
ver. 10.fo he had feven counfellors to dire&t his orders. ‘The 
greater power a man hath, the greater need he has of advice, 
that he may not abufe his power. OF thefe counfellors it is 
faid, that they were learned men, for they éneqw /awrand judg- 
ment ; that they were wife men, for they énetw the times; and 
that the king put’great confidence in them, and honour upon. 
them, for they faw the king’s face, and fat firft in the kingdom, 
ver. 13, 14. La multitude of fach counfellors there is fafety., 
Now-here is, ; ao 
if, The queftion propofed to this cabinet-council, ver. 1 5. 


875 


_ What frail we do to the queen Vafti according to the law? 


Obferve, (1-) ‘Though it was the queen that was guilty, the 
law matt have its courfe; (2.) Though the king was very 
angry, yet he would do nothing but what he was advifed was 


_ according to law. 


- 2dly, The propofal which Meraucan made, that Vafhti 

Some fuggeft, that 

he gave this fevere advice, and the reft agreed to it, becaufe 

they knew it would pleafe the king, would gratify both his | 
paflion now, and his appetite afterwards. But Jofephus faith, 
that, on the contrary, he had a mighty affection for Vathti, 

and would not, have put her away for this offence, if he could 

legally have paffed it by. And then we mutt fappofe Memu- 

can, in his advice, to have a fincere regard to juftice and the 

public good. : z - 

(1.) He thews what would be the ill confequences of the. 
queen’s difobedience to her hufband, if it were pafled by,’ and 
not animadverted upon, that it would embolden other wives. 
both to difobey their hufbands, and to domincer over them. 
Had this unhappy falling out between the king and his wife, 
wherein fhe was conqueror, -been private, the error had re- 
mained with themfélves, and the quarrel might have been 
madé away privately between themfelves; but it happening to be = 
public, and perhaps the ladies who were now feafting with the 
queen, having fhewed themfelves pleafed with her refufal, her 
bad example would be likely to have a bad influence upon all 
the families of the kingdom. Ifthe queen muft have her hu- 


- mour, and the king mutt fubmit to it, (fince the houfes of pri+ 


vate perfons commonly take their meafures from the courts of 
princes), the wives would be haughty ‘and imperious, and_ 
would fcorn to obey their hufbands, and the poor defpifed huf 
bands might fret at it, but could not help themfelves ; for the 
contentions of a wife are a continual dropping, Prov. xix. 136 
xxvii. 15. and fee Prov. xxi. 9. xxv 24. When wives de- 
pife their hufbands, whom they ought to reverence, Eph. -v. 
33. and contend for-dominion over thofe to whom they ought 
to be in fubjedtion, 1 Pet. iii. 1. there cannot but be continual 
guilt and grief, confufion and every evil work. And great 
ones mult take heed of fetting copies of this kind, ver. 16, 


t Is. kOe 


(2.) He thews what would-be the good confequence of a 
decree againft Vafhti, that fhe fhould be divorced. We may 
fuppofe before they proceeded to this extremity, they fent-to 
‘Vathti to know if fhe would yet fubmit, cry peccavr, and afle 
the king’s pardon, which, if the had done, the mifchief of her 
example would have been effeatually prevented, and procefs _ 
fhould have been f{taid; but it is likely fhe continued obftinate, 
and infifted upon it-as her prerogative, to do'as fhe pleafed, 
whether it pleafed the king or not; aod therefore they gave 
552 this: 


‘ 
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this judgment againft her, that /be come no more before the king, 
and this judgment fo ratified, as never to be reverfed, ver. 19. 
The confequence of this, it was hoped, would be, that the 
wives would give to their hufhands honour, even the wives of 
the great, notwithftanding their own greatnefs, ‘and the wives 
of the fmall, notwith{tanding the hufband’s meannefs, ver. 20. 


And thus every man would bear rule in-his own houfe, as he’ 


ought to do; and the wives being fubjeét, the children and fer- 


vants would be fo too. Itis the intereft of ftates and kingdoms, _ 


to provide thatgood order be kept in private families. 

3dly, The ediét that paffed according to this propofal, fig- 
nifying that the queen was divorced for contumacy according 
to the law, and that if other wives were in like manner unduti- 
ful to their hufbands, they muft-expeé tobe in like manner difgra- 
ced, ver. 21, 22.3 were they better than the queen? Whether 
it was the paflion, or the policy of the king, that was ferved by 
his edict, God’s providence ferved its own purpofe by it, which 

~ was to make way for Efther to the crown. 


CH AP It 


Two things are here , 
working towards the deliverance of the Jews from Haman’s 
confpiracy, 

 Vafhti. Many others were candidates for the honour, ver. 

1,—4. But Efther, an orphan, a capive Few, ver. 5,—7. 

‘recommended herfelf to the king’s chamberlain firft, ver. 

8,—11. and then to the Ring, ver. 12,——17- who made her 

queen, ver. 18,20. Il. The good fervtce that Mordecai 

did to the king, in difcovering a plot againft his life, ver. 

~ 21,—23. 

_ A. FTER thefe things, when the wrath of A- 

/% hafuerus was appeafed, he remembered 
Vafbti, and what fhe had done, and .what was 
decreed againft her. 2 Then {aid the king’s 
fervants, that miniftered unto him, Let there be 
fair young virgins fought for the king. 3 And 
let the king appoint officers in all the provinces 
of his kingdom, that they may gather together 
all the fair young virgins unto Shuthan the pa- 
lace, to the houfe-of the women, unto the cuf_. 
tody of Hege the king’s chamberlain, keeper of 
the women, and let their things for purification 
be given them: 4 And let the maiden which 

_ pleafeth the king, be queen inftead of Vahhti. 

_And the thing pleafed the king, and he did fo. 
5 Now in Shuthan the palace there was a cer- 


tain Jew, whofe name was Mordecai, the fon of | 


Jair, the fon of Shimei, the fon of Kifh, a Ben- 
jamite: 6 Who had been carried away from 
Jerufalem, with the captivity which had been. 


carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, 


/ whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon 
Ahad carried away. 7 And he brought up Hadat- 
fah (that is Efther) his uncle’s daughter, for fhe 
had neither father nor mother, and the maid was 
fair and beautiful, whom Mordecai (when her 
father and mother were dead) took for his own 
daughter. 8 [So it came to pafs when. the 
king’s commandment and his decree was. heard, 


” 
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recorded tn. this chaper, which were - 


I. The advance of Efther to be queen inflead of © 


Chap. If. 
and when many maidens were gathered toge-. | 
ther unto Shufhan the palace, to the cuftody of 
Hegai, that Efther was brought alfo unto. the 
king’s houfe, to the cullody of Hegai keeper of | 
the women. 9 And the maiden pleafed him, and © 
fhe obtained kindnefs of him, and he {peedily . 
gave her.her things for purification, with fuch’ 
things’ as belonged to her, and feyen maidens 
which were meet to be given her out of the 
king’s houfe, and he preferred her and her a 
maids unto the beft place of the houfe of the a 

_women. 10 Efther had not fhewed her people, 
nor her kindred: for Mordecai had charged 
her, that fhe thould not thew it. 11 And Mor- 
decai walked every day before the. court of the 
womens houfe, to know how Efther did, and 
what fhould become of her. 12 | Now’ when p 
every maid’s turn was come, to go into king A- — 
hafuerus, after that fhe had been twelve months, ~ 
- according to the manner of the women (for-fo 73 
were the days of their purifications accomplifhed, 
to wit, fix months with-oyl of miyrrh, and fix! a 
months with fweet odours, and with orher things 
for the purifying of the women), 13 Then thus 
came every maiden unto the kmg; whatfoever 
fhe defired was given her; to.go with her out of © 
the houfe of the women, unto the king’s houfe, 
14 In the evening fhe went, and on the morrow. ~ 
fhe returned into the fecond houfe of the wo- 
men, to the euftody of Shaathgaz, the king’s 
chamberlain, which kept the concubines :— 
fhe came in unto the king no. more, except 
the king delighted in her, and.-that fhe — 
were called by name. 15 9 Now when the tum - 4 
of Efther, the daughter of Abihail, the UNClerot <3 
Mordecai (who had taken her for his daughter} 
was come to go in unto the king, fhe required _ 
nothing, but what Hegai the king’s chamber-~ 
lain, the keeper of the women appointed: and — 
Efther obtained favour in the fight of all them — 
that looked upon her. 16 So Efther wastaken 
unto king Ahafuerus, into his houfe royal,.in- \ 4 
_the tenth month (which zs the month ‘Tebeth 
in the feventh year of his reign. 17 And the 
king‘loved Efther above all the women, and {I 
obtained grace and favour in his fight, mor 
than all the virgins; fo that he fet the 
crown upon her head, and made | 
ftead of Vathti. 18 Then the 
feat unto allhis princesand h 
her's feaft, and he made a releaf 
ces, and gave gifts, according to tl 
the king. 19 And when the virgins Ww 
_ thered together the fecond time, then I 
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x tat in the king’s gate, 20 Either had not ‘yet 1 a great fin to come at this dignity,.dy. not confider the cuftom 

: fhewed her kindred, nor hér people ; ds Mor. of ane Bree and igus Every one that the king took 
~ : ; ; j : t S$ DEC : rrie Ny < nie 
decai or charged here for Fitherdid the coin: o ne d, erway to him, and was his wife of a low- 

“aan Pee Ninedeea ee oat y er rank;' as Hagar was Abraham s; fo that if Efther had not 

man are OF AVLOT e€cal, Ike as WNCN Ne WAS | been made queen, the fons of Jacob need not fay, that he 
brought up with: him. PN dealt with their filer as witha harlot. Concerning Efther we 
= : mult obferve, i 

‘ How God put.down one that was high and mighty from 5 iff, Wer original and character. a(-3.) She was one of the 

: her feat, we read’in the ‘chapter before, and are Now to be | children of the-captivity ;\ a Jewels, atd.atharer with her peo- 
told how he exalted gne of low degree, as the vireee Mary ple in their bondage. _Daniel.and his fellows were advanced 
obferves in her fong, Luke te 52. aod Hannah before her, inthe land where thty.were captives 5.for they. were of thofe 

; Sam. 1. 4,—8. Vafhti being humbled for her height, Efther | whom God {ent thither, for their.goad, Jer. xxiv, ee Rae 

: is advanced for her humility. .Obferve, _ 


She. was,an. orphans ‘her father and mother were both dead, 
ver. 7.5 but when they. had forfaken her, then the Lord took 
her up, Pfal. xxvii. 10... When thofe whofe unhappinefs it is. 
to be thus deprived of their parents in their childhood, yet af- 
terwards come to:be eminently pious and profperous, we ought 
to'take. notice of it to the glory of that God, and his grace 
and, providence, who has taken it among the titles of his ho-~. 
nour, to bea fatherof the fatherlefs...( 3.) She was & beauty, 
fair, of form, good of countenance, {o.it.is.in the margin, ver. 7.. 
* Her wifdom and virtue were her greatett beauty; but it is an 
advahtage to a. diamond-to: be well fet. (4-¥ Mordecai het, 
coufin-german was her guardian, brought her up. and took her 
for his own daughter. "Vhe LXX fay, he defigned to make her 
his wife 5 if that were fo, he was to be praifed, that he oppof- 
ed not her better preferment.. \( 5.) Let God be, acknowledged 
in raifing up friends for the fatherlefs and motherlefs ; Jet it be 
an encouragemeat to. that pious inftance of charity, that there 
have been many who have taken care. of the education of or- 
phans, that have lived to fee the good fruit of their care and. 
, pains abundantly to their comfort. Dr Lightfoot thinks this 
~ Mordecai‘is the fame*with that .mentioned, Ezra ii. 2. who, 
went up to. Jerufalem with the firft, and helped forward the 
fettlement of his people, till the building of the temple was. 
{topped, and then went.back to the Perfian court to fee what 
fervice’he could do them:there. © Teh Pee: 
« Mordecai,being Efther’s. guardian, or pro-parent, we are: . 
| told, (1.) How tender he was of her; as if fhe had been his. 
own child, ver. r1.; he walked before her door every day, to, 
~ know how fhe did, and what. intereft fhe had. , Let thofe 
whofe relations are thus ! caft upon them by the divine provi- 
dence, be thus. kindly affeGtioned to. them, and folicitous for 
them. .(2..) How. refpeaful fhe was'to him, though in rela< 
tion fhe was his equal, yet in age and dependence being his 
inferior, fhe honoured him as her father, did his commandment, . 
| ver: 20.'° This is an example to orphans, if they fall into the 
hands of thofe who love them, and take care of them, let them. 
' make: fuitable returns of duty and obfervance. The lefs obli- 
| ged their guardians were in duty to provide for them, the more 
| obliged they are in gratitude to honcur and obey their guar-: 
dians. " Here is an inftance of Efther’s obfequioufnefs to Mor- 
decai, that fhe did not /hew her people or‘ her hindred, becaufé 
Mordecai had icharged her that fhe fhould not, ver. 10. He 
did not bid her deny her: country, nor tell a lie to-conceal -her 
parentage; if he had, fhe muft not have done it: but he bid 
her not proclaim it. All truths are not to’ be fpoken at-all: 
times, though an untruth is not to be fpoken at any time. She 
being ‘born in Shufhan, ‘and her’ parents being. dead,. all took 
her to be of Perfian extraétion, and fhe was-not bound to un- 
deceive them. Lagi Mees \ 
2dly, Her preferment. “Who would have thought that'a 
Jew, a captive, an orphan, was born to be a’ queen, an emp- 


1. i he extravagant courfe that. was teken to pleafe the king- 
with another wife inflead of Vafhti. _Jofephus faith, when his 
anger was over, he was exceedingly grieved that the matter- 
was carried fo far, and would have been reconciled to Vathti; 
“but that, by the conftitution of the. government, the judge- 
ment was irrevocable : therefore, to!make him forget her, they 

contrived how to‘entertain him, firft with a great variety. of 
~ concubines, and. then to. fix him to the moft agreeable of them 
* all for a wife inftead of Vathti. ‘Ihe marriages of pringes are 
_ commonly made by ‘policy and intereft, for the enlarging of 
_ their dominions, and the {trengthening of their alliances; but 
this mult be made partly by the agreeablenefs of the perfon to 
the king’s fancy, whether fhe were rich or poor, noble or ig- 
noble. What ado was made here to humour the king : as if 
his power and wealth were given him for no. other end, but 
that he might. have all the delights of fenfe wound up to the 
- height of pleafurablenefs, and exquifitely refined, though at 
___ the beft they are but drofs. and dregs, .in-comparifon with di- 
~ vine and fpinitual pleafures. (1.) All the provinces’ of his 
_ Kingdom ‘mutt be fearched for fair young virgins, aud officers 
appointed to chufe them, ver. 3. (2.) A houfe (a feraglio) 
was prepared on purpofe for them, and a perfon appointed to 
>have the charge of them, to fee that they were well provided 
~ for. .(3.) No lefs than twelve months were allowed them 
for their purification, fome of them at leaft, ‘who were 
| . brought out of the, country, that they might be very clean, 
-. _ .. and. perfumed,.ver.12. Even thofe who were the mafter- 
5 ‘pieces of nature, mutt. yet have all this help from art, to re- 
oy commend them to a vain and carnal.mind. (4.) After the 
. » King had once taken them to.his bed, they were made reclufes 
ever after, except the king pleafed’ at any time to fend for them, 
ver. 14. they were looked upon as fecondary wives, were 
maintained. by the king’ accordingly, and might’ ‘not ‘marry. 
a! We. may fee by this inftance, to what abfurd practices thofe 
".. came, who were deftitute of divine revelation, and, to. punifh 
them for their idolatry, were ‘given up to vile affeGions ; ha- 
_ ying broke through that law? of creation, which. refulted from 
God’s making man, they broke through another law, which: 
~ was founded upon his making one man and one woman. And 
{ee what need there was of the gofpel of Chrift, to purify men 
from the Jufts of the flefh, and to reduce them to their origi- 
: nal inftitation. © Thofe that have arned Chriff, will think it 
_a foame even to [peak of uch things as thefe, which were done 
_ of them, notenly in fecret, but avowedly, Eph.v. 2... > 
a . 2. The oversruling providence of God bringing Efther to: 
_ be'queen by this means. . Had fhe been firft recommended to 
Ahafuerus for a'wife, he would have rejeéted the motion with 
> difdain. But when ‘fhe comes in her turn after feveral others, 
and it was found, that though many of them were ingenious 
_ and difcreet, graceful and agreeable, yet Efther excelled them 
_ all. - Thus way was made for her, even by her rivals, into the | refs! So'it proved. Providence fometimes raifeth up the poor 
King’s affections, and the honours confequent thereupon: And, | out of the duft, to fet them among princes, 1 Sam. 8) Oy 
as Bifhop Patrick faith, thofe whe fuggelt, that fhe committed | The king’s chamberlain honoured her; ver. 9. and was ready , 
SE doe erat Poe Bay on et ; fe hee tO 


van 


t 


il 


“f 


873 


to ferve her. “Wifdom and virtue will gain refpet. They 


that make fure*God’s favour, {hall find tavour sith man too, . 


as far as it is good for them. All that looked upon Efther 
admired Hi ver. 15. and contcluded fhe was the lady that 
' vould win the prize; and fo fhe did. (2.) The king himfelf 
fell love with her. She was not folicitous, as the reft of 
the maidens were, to fet herfelf off with artificial beauty, fhe 
required nothing but jult what was appointed her, ver. 15.3 and 
yet fhe was molt acceptable. Béauty the more natural, the 
more agreeable. “I'he king loved Efther above al/ the women, 
ver. 17. Now he needed not make any further trials, or take 
time to deliberate, he is foon determined to fet the biel crown 
upon ber head and make her queen, ver. 14. ‘This was done 
- in his feventh year, ver. 16. Vafhti was ‘divorced in: his 
third year, ae i. 3. So that he was four years without a 
-queen. 
‘Notice is ; taken, (1.) Of the honours the king put upon 
Efther: He 9 graced the folemnity of her coronation with a 


royal feaft, ver. 18.; at which perhaps Efther, in ‘compliance - 


swith the king, made a public appearance, which Vafhti had re- 
_ fnfed ‘to do, that fhe might have the praife of obedience in 


the fame inflance, in which the other incurred the blot of dif’ 


‘obedience. He alfo granted a releafe to the provinces, either a 
remittance of the taxes in arrear, or an act of grace for crimi- 
nals; as Pilate at the feaft releafed a prifoner. This was to. 
add to the joy. (2.) Of the deference Efther’ continued to 
pay to her guondam guardian; the {till did the commandment of 
Mordecai, as when fhe was brought up with him, ver. 20. 
Mordecai fat in the king’s gate, that was the top of his prefer- 
ment, he was one ‘of thé porters, or door-keepers of the court, 
whether he had this place before, or Efther obtained it ‘for 
him, we are-not told, but there he fat contentedly, and aimed 
no higher; and yet Efther, who was advanced to the throne, 
was obfervant of him. ‘This was an evidence of a humble and 
grateful difpofition; that fhe had a fenfe of his former kind- 
nefles, and his continued wifdom; it is a” great ornament to 
thofe that are advanced, and much to their ‘praife, to remeni-_ 
ber their benéfa€tors, to retain the impreffions of their good e- 
dication, to be diffident of themfelves, ‘willing to take advice, ° 
and thankfulfor it. 


_ - 21 In thofe days (while Mordecai fat in 
the king’s gate) two of the king’s» chamber. 
lainis, Bigthan and Terefh, of thofe which kept 
the door, were wroth, and fought to lay hand 
on the king Ahafuerus. 22 And the thing was 
known to Mordecai, who told it unto Efther 
the queen, and Efther certified the king there 
of, in Mordecai’s name: 23 And when inquifi- 
_ tion was made of the matter, it was found out; 
therefore they were both hanged on a.tree: ‘and | 
it was written in the book of the: prance be- | 
fore the king. 
"This good fervice which Mordecai did to the ‘government, 
in difcovering a plot: againtt the life of the king, i is here, record- 


ed, becaufe the mention of it will again occur to his advantage, 
No ftep is yet taken towards Haman’s defign of the Jews de- 


~ ftrugtion, but feveral fteps are taken towards God’s defign of 


~ their deliverances. and this for one; God -now. gives Mordecai 
_ an opportunity.of doing the king a "good turn, that he might 


shave ‘the fairer Cppheraiy afterward of doing the: Jews.a | 


~ good turn. 
Ie a defi ign was ie againft. the king Py two of his own 
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- though their recompence is adjourned till the refurre@tion of ~ 


| all the kine’s fervants that were in th 
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fervants, who fought to lay hand on hi not only to thee Hil 
a prifoner, but to take away his life, ver. 21. Probably they - 
refented fome affront they the ught he had given them, or fome | 
injury he had done them; . who would be great, to be fo much 
the objet of envy? Who would’ be arbitrary, to be fo much ~ 
the objeét of ill-will? Princes, above. any mortals, have their” 
fouls continually in their hands, and off go down flain to the 
pit, efpecially thofe who caujed the terror in iis and of the liv 
Vite. 

2. Mordecai got notice of their restos ati by Efther’s 
means difcovered it to the king, hereby confirming her in, and - 
recommending himfelf to, the king’s favour. “How he came 
to the knowledge of it doth not appear, whether he over-heard. 
their difcourfe, or they offered to draw him in with them, fo- 
“it was that ¢he thing was known to him;.which ought to be a 
warning againft all traitorous and aaetg practices, though 
"they prefume upon fecrecy, @ bird of the air foall carry the 
voice. And Mordecai, as foon as he knew it, cot notice of it 
to the king; whicty ought to be an inftru@tion and example to. 
all that would be found good fubjeéts, not to conceal an ill de- 
fign Heh knew of againft the prince, or the public peace 5) for = 
it is laymg-a confederacy with public enemies. rs 

3. The traitors were hanged, as they deferved, but siceelt 
it was upon fearch, fully proved upon them, ver. 23. and the 
whole matter was feeorded 4d in thé king’s journals, with a ais 
ticular remark that Mordecai was the man who difcovered — 
the treafon. He was not rewarded prefently, but a book of — 
remembrance was written. ‘Thus they who ferve Chrift, ie 


i 


the juft, yet an-account is kept of their work of faith and Ja. 
bour of love, which ’Gad is not — to oe Heb. ‘vi. 10. 


ny SEE A Be WIT. tee Ee ae 
A very black and mournful feene here opens, and which 
threatens the ruin of all the people of God. Were there 
not fome Such dark nights, the light of the morning would — 
not ve Io welcome. I. Haman is made the king’s favdur-_ 
" ttes ver. 1. I]. Mordecai refuseth to give be th 
he demanded, ver. 2,—4. III. Haman, fo: or h 
to “be revenged upon all the Fews, ver. 5, 6 
on a malicious fuggeftion, obtains an order fi 
to have them all maffacred upon a certain day, — 
13. ~V~ This order as Uperfod thr ough ah Tingdon my Ver. 
14 15. : a 


“FTER thefe iehith gs did-kin a Rhatnorespie. 
mote Haman the fon of Hammedatha the 

) Agagite, and: advanced him, and fet his feat a- 

bove all the princes that were with, him. 2 -An¢ 


| pate, owed: and ‘réeverenced -Haman} 
king had fo commanded concerning “him 
- Mordecai bowed not, nor did bim rever 
Then. the. king’s fervanits which: 

ee 8 gate, fad unto Mordec 


would sania’? Bhar he: had: messin that he wa 
pa jew. “And when Haman faw that N rd 
cal: bowedl ‘Rot, nor did hima a the 


: Chap, bia 


Haman full of wrath. 6 And he thought {corn 
to lay hands on Mordecai. alone; for they had 
fhewed him the people of Mordecai: where- 


fore Haman fought to deftroy all the Jews, that : 
were throughout the whole kingdom of Aha- 


fuerus, even the people of Mordecai. 


Here we have, 

1) Haman advanced by the prince, and adored thereupon 
by the people. He had lately laid Efther in his bofom,. but 
fhe had no fuch intereft in him, as to get her friends preferred, 
Or to prevent the: preferring of one that fhe knew was an ene- 


/ my to her people, When. thofe that are good become great, 


yet they find they cannot do good, nor prevent mifchief as 
they wauld. This Haman was an Agagite, an Amalekite, faith 
Jofephus, probably of the defcendents of Agag, a common 
name of the princes of Amalek, as appears. Numb. xxiy. 7.3 


and fome think he was by birth a prince, as Jehoiakim was, _ 


whofe feat. was fet above the relt of the captive kings, 2 Kings 
xxv. 28. as Haman’s here was, ver. 4. ‘The king’ took a 
fancy to him, (princes are not bound to give reafons for their 
favours), made him his favourite, his confident, his prime mi- 
nifter of ftate. And fach a commanding influence the court 
then had, that (contrary to the proverb) whom it bleffed, the 
country bleffed too: for all men adored this rifing fun, and the 
King’s fervants were particularly, commanded to Jow ‘before 


_ him, and to do him reverence, yer. 2. and they did fo. I won- 


der what the king faw in Haman, that was commending or 
meritorious; it is plain he was not a man of honour or juttice, 


_ of any true courage, or fteady condué, but proud and paflion- ~ 
_ ate, and revengeful, yet promoted and carefled, and who but 


he? Princesdarlings are not always worthies. 

-2. Mordecai adhering to his principles*with a bold and da- 
ring refolution ; and therefore refufing to. reverence Haman, 
as the reft of the king’s fervants did, ver. 2. he was urged to 
it by his friends, who minded him of the king’s commandment, 
and confequently of the danger he ran upon, if-he refuled to 


‘comply with it, it was as much as his neck was worth, efpe- 


cially confidering Haman’s infolence, ver. 3. ‘They /pake dai- 
y to him, to perfuade him to conform, but all in yain, he heark- 
ened not to them, but told them plainly that he was a Jew, 
and could not in confcience do it; doubtlefs his refufal, when 


it came to be taken. notice of, and made the fubje& of dif. | 


,courfe, was commonly attribnted to pride and envy, that he 
would not. pay refpe&t to Haman, becaufe, on the {core of his 


alliance to: Efther, he .was not himfelf as much promoted; or — 
to.a factious feditious fpirit, and a diffaffeGion to the king and 


% his government; and thofe that would make the-bett. of it, 


Vy 


a 


_ chapters of this book, chap. xiii. T2,—14. 


looked upon it as his weaknefs, or his want of breeding, called 


it a humour, and apiece of affected fingularity. It doth not 


appear that any body elfe fcrupled it but Mordecai only ;- and- 


~ yet his refufal was pious, conf{cientious, and pleafing to God: 
_ for the-religion of a Jew forbade him, (1.) To give fach ex- 


travagant’ honours, as were required, to any mortal man, efpe- 
cially fo wicked a man as Haman was. In the apocryphal 
Mordecai is 
brought in thus appealing to God in this matter; Thou dnow- 
eft, Lord, that it was neither in contempt nor pride, nor for any 
defire of glory, that I did not bow-down to proud Haman; for 
L could have been content with good will, for the Jalvation of 
Drael, to kifs the foles of his feet ; but I did this, that I might 
not prefer the glory of man above the glory of God: neither will 
I worfbip any but thee. (2.) He efpecially thought it a piece 
_ of injuftice to his netion, to give fuch honovr to an Amalekite, 
one of that devoted nation, with whom God had fworn he 


4 
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1 

would have perpetual war, Exod. xvii. 16, and concerning 
which he had given that folemn charge, Deut. xxv, 17. Re- 
member what Amalek did. 'Though-religion doth by no means 
deftroy good manners, but teaches us to render honour to whow 
honour is due, yet it is the charaéter of a citizen of Sion, that 
not only in his heart, but in his eyes, {uch a vile perfon as Ha- 
man was, is contemned, Pfal. xy. 4. And let thofe who are 
governed by principles of confcience, be fteady and refolute, 
however cenfured or threatened, as Mordecai was, : 

3- Haman meditating revenge. Some that hoped thereby 
to curry favour with Haman, took notice to him of Morde- 
cai’s rudenefs, waiting to fee whether he would bend or break, 
ver. 4. Haman then obferved it himfelf, and was full of wrath, 
ver. 5. 44 meek and humble man would have flighted the af- 
front, and have faid, let him have his humour, what am I the: 


~-worfe for it? But it makes Haman’s proud fpirit rage and 


fret, and-boil within him, fo that he becomes uneafy to himfelf 
and-all about him. It is foon refolved, that Mordecai muft die. 
The head muft of that will not bow to Haman; if he cannot 
have his honours, he will have his blood. It is as penal in: 
this court not to worfhip Haman, as it was in Nebuchadnez- 
Zar’s, not to worfhip the golden image which he had fet up... 
Mordecai is a perfon of quality, ina paft of honour, and own 
coufin to the queen, and yet Haman thinks ‘his life nothing to- 
wards a fatisfaction for the affront, thoufands of innocent and . 
valuable lives muft be facrificed to his indignation; and there- 
fore he vows the deftruétion of all the people of Mordecai,'for 


| his fake, becaufe he being a Jew was .the reafon he gave why* 


he did not reverence Haman. - Herein appears Haman’s in- 

tolerable pride, infatiable cruelty, and the ancient antipathy oF 
an Amalekite to the Ifrael of God. Saul the fon of Kifh, a 
Benjamite, {pared Agag ; but Mordecai the fon of Kith, a 

Benjamite, (chap. ii. 5.), fhall find no mercy with this Agag- 

ite, whofe defign is to defroy all the Feqvs throughout tha 
whole kingdom of Ahafuerus, ver. 6. which I fuppole would 

include thofe that were returned to their own land 5- for that: 
was now a province of his kingdom. Come and let us cut 
them off from being @ nation, Pfal. Ixxxiii. 4. Nero's. barba- 
rous with is his, that they had all but one neck. 


74 In the firft month (that is the month. 
Nifan) in the twelfth year of king Ahefuerus,. 


they caft Pur, that zs, the lot, before Haman, | 


from day to day, and from month to month, to 
the twelfth month, that 7s the month Adar. 8 
{{ And Haman faid unto king Ahafuerus, There- 
is a. certain people fcattered abroad, and difper- 
fed among the people, in- all the provinces of 
thy kingdom, and their laws are diverfe from: 
all people, neither keep they the. king’s laws;, 
therefore it is. not for the king’s -profit to fuffer- 
them. | g If it pleafe the king, let it be written 
that they may ‘be deftroyed: and { will pay 


| ten thoufand talents of filver to the hands. of. 
‘thofe that have the charge of the bufinefs, to 


bring zt into the. king’s treafuries.. 10 And 
the king took his ring from-his hand, and gave 
it unto Haman the fon of Hammedatha the — 
Agagite, the Jews enemy. 11 And the king © 


| faid unto Haman, The. filver zs given. to. thee, _ 
| the people alfo, to. do with them as:it feemeth: 


12 Then were the king’sferibes: 
. called 


\ 


good to. thee. 


‘ man had commanded unto, the king’s lieuten- 


went out, being haftened by the king’s com- — 


~ of God’s'people could not give them fich ill treatment as they 
. -do, if they did not firft put them! into an ill name.~ He would — 


' called on the thirteenth day of the firft month, 


"plexed. 


“promifed himfelf would perpetuate his memoty. , He doubts | 


ities, which may end-in.a rebellion. Jt is no’ new! thing “for 


_ Ahem Fe 
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and there was written according to all that Ha- 


ants, and to the governors that were over eve- 
ry province, and to the rulers of every people 
of every province, according to the writing 
thereof, and to every people after their lan- 
guage ; in the name of king Ahafuerus was it, 
written, and fealed with the’king’s ring. 13 
And the letters were fent by pofts into all.the . 
king’s provinces, to deftroy, to kill, and to caufe 
to perifh all Jews, both young and old, little 
children and women, in one day, even upon 
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, (which 
is the month Adar), and to take the {pail of 
them fora prey. 14 The copy of the writing 
fora commandment to be given in every pro- 
vince, was publifhed unto all people, that they 
fhould be ready againft that day. 15 The pofts | 


~mandiment, and the decree was given in Shu- 
fhan the palace: and the king and Haman fat © 
-down to drink, but the city Shufhan was per- 


; Haman values himfelf upon that bold, and daring thought, 
which he fancied well became his great {pirit, of deftroying all 
the Jews: an undertaking worthy of its author, and which he 


“not but’ to find defperate and bloody hands enough to cut all 
their throats, if the king will but give him leaye: how he ob- 
tained leave and commiflion to do it we are here told, He | 
chad the king’s ear, let him alone to manage-him. fe {is ania 4 

4. He makes a falfe: and. malicioils reprefentation of the — 
Jews, and: their character to the king, ver. 8. The enemies — 


have the’king believe, (1.) That the. Jews "were a defpieable © 
-people, and. it was not’for his credit to harbour them. 2/-cer- ; 
tain people there ts, without name, as if no body: knew whence. | 
* they ‘came, and what they were; they.are not incorporated, but 
feattered-abroad, and difperfed in all the provinces, as fagitives | 


sand vagabonds on: the earth, and inmates ia all’ countries, the | 
 — burden:and feandal of the places where.theyelive:: (21) That 


_ they were a dangerous people, and. it: was not: fafe ‘to harbour 
them. They have laws and ufages of their-own, and confotm | 


not to the ftatutes of the (kingdom, and ‘the cufloms of the | 


“country 5-and) therefore might be looked. upon as difaffected to | 
-the government, and likely ‘to infeét others With their Yingular- 


the'belt of men,, to have fuch inyidiqus'charaéters as thefe gi- | 
yven of them; afit be no fin to kill them, it is no fin to belie’ 

~~ a. He’ bids high for leave to defiray thein ally ver. g. He | 
knew there were many that hated the» Jews, and wouldswilling- | 


ly fall upon them, ifthey might*but have a commiflion) let i#be (| 


written therefore, that they may Le defrayed, give but orders for | 

‘a general maflacre of all the Jews, and Hamam will undertake i 

sit, it) fhall be eafily done; if the king will ‘gratify him’ in this | 

smatter, he will emake him ia prefent (of tem theufand talents, \ 

‘which hall be gaid into the hing’s ireafuries. "This he thought |' 
. 


ES Bae, 


_ gave Haman his ring, his privy-feal, or fign-manual, wherewitl 
‘to confirm whatever edi& he pleafed to draw up to this purpofe. , 


1 as this, which has one ear only, and a nofe to be led by, but 


the defeating of the defion,: ot if they could not, {pace would 


good omen. © This'may fhame ts, who often acquiefce-not in 


| adjourning the execution, gives judgment avainit h 
AY Sor LE Sak [ets BeU a 
OVD Sue ape A 


 lithed, giving orders to:the’ militia. 


| at-had been fevere enough 5" but fi ok 


perifhy all the Fews, appointing th m as 


~ 
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would be a powerful A Metin tothe king to confent, and 
would obviate the ftrongeft objection againft him, which was, 
that the government mult needs fuftain lofs in its revenues, by — 
the deftru@ion of fo many of its fubjeéts: fo great a funrhe 
hoped would be equivalent for that. Proud and malicious men = 
will not {tick at the expences of their revenge, nor fpare any — 
coft to gratify it; yet, no doubt, Haman knew how to reiin- 
burfe himfelf out of the fpoil of the Jews, which his janifaries 
were to feize for him, ver. 13. and fo to make them bear the 
charge of their own ruin; while he himfelf hoped to be not 
only a faver, but a gainer by the bargain. Saye a ees 


a7 
—_ 


a 


id 


3..He obtains what he defired, a full commiflion to do what 
he would with the Jews, ver. 10,11. ‘The king was fo mind- 
lefs of bufinefs, and fo bewitched with Haman, that he took 


ling as Haman could with, to believe the worft concerning the 
Jews 5 and therefore gives them up into his hands, as lambs to 
the lion, the people are thine, do with them as it feemeth good ta 
thee. He doth not fay, kill them, flay them, hoping Haman’ 
own cooler thoughts would abate the rigour of that fentence, 
and fell them for flaves, but do what thou wilt with them. And. 
fo little confideration he had, how much he fhould lofe in his’ 
tribute, and how much Haman would gain in the’fpoil, that he 
gave him withal the ten thoufand talents; the /lver is thine. 
Such an implicit confidence likewife he had in Haman, and fo 

perfectly had he abandoned all care of his kingdom, that he - 


Miferable’ is the kingdom that is at the difpofe of fuch a head 
neither eyes nor brains, nor fcarce a tongue of its own. — HOS 
4. He then confults with his foothfayers, to find out a lucky 
day for the defigned ‘maffacre, ver. 7. The refolve was take We 
up in the firlt month, in the twelfth year of the king, when’ 
E(ther had been his wife above five years ; fome day or oe 
in that year mult be pitched upon; as if he doubted not but — 
that Heaven would favour his defign, and further ‘it, he refers 
it to the lot, 7.2, to the divine providence, to cliufe the day 
him, but that-in’the decifion’ proved a better’ friend ‘to the Je 
than to hint? for the lot fell wpon-the twelfth month: fo that 
Mofdecai and Efther had eleven ‘months to turn them in, for 


be left for the Jews to make their efcape, and fhift for their 
fafety. Haman, though eaber to have the Jews’ cut off, yet 
willy fubmit'to the laws of his fuperftition, ‘and not” anticipate 
the fappofed fortunate day, ‘no: not to gratify ‘his impatient re- 
venge. Probably he was in fome “fear, “left the Jews fhould 
prove too hard for their enemies’s-and: therefore durft not ven-. 
ture on fuch: a hazardous enterprize, but under the files of a 


the direéhons.and difpofals of providence, when they crofs ou 

defires and intentions.’ He that believeth the lot, much # fe 
that believethithe promife, willnotomake hatte, “But fee 
-God’s wifdom ferves its own purpofes by, men’s folly 2 
has appealed to the lot, and to the Jot he fha 


tae 


PR | 


the neck of the plot. i 
1g. The bloody edi& ish 


f every prov 
dy againft the thirteenth day/of the twelfth'n 

day to murder all the Jews, men, 
feize’ their effets, ver. 12;—14. Ha 
nith: all the Jews, and’ expel them 


t 
never! 
VO: hi 


appeased fo barefaced:as thiisy 


Gang 


Chap- IV. 


without fhewing any caufe why or wherefore. No crime is Jaid 
to their charge, it is not pretended that they were obnoxious 
to the. public’ juftice, nor is any condition: offered, upon per- 
. formance of which they might have their lives fpared, but die 
they muft, without mercy. Thus have the church’s enemies 
thirlted after blood, the blood of the faints, and the martyrs of 
Jesus, and drunk of it till thay have been perfectly intoxicated, 
(Rey. xvii. 6.), yet ftill, like the hor/e-leech, crying, Give, give. 
This cruel order is ratified with the King’s feal, directed to the 
King’s lieutenants,.and drawn up in the king’s name, and yet 
the king knows not what he doth. Pofts are fent out with all 
expedition, to carry copies.of the decree to the refpedtive pro-. 
| vinces, ver. 15. See how. reftlefs the malice of the church’s 
- enemies is, it will {pare no pains, it will lofe no time. he 
- 6. The different temper of the court and city hereupon. (1.) 
The court was very merry upon it; the Aing and Haman fat 
down to drink; perhaps to drink confufion to all the Jews. 
Haman was afraid, left the king’s confcience fhould {mite him 
5 for what he had done; and.he fhould begin to.with it undone 
/ again to prevent which, he engrofled him to himfelf, and kept 
him drinking; this curfed method many take to drown their 
: convictions, and harden their own hearts, and the hearts of o-, 
P thers in fin.. (2.) The city was very fad upon it, and the o- 
' _ ther cities of the kingdom, no doubt, when they had notice of 
, it, the city Shufban was perplexed; not only the Jews them- 
: felvés, but all their neighbours that had any principles of juftice 
or compatlion. 
_ ewickedne/s in the place of judgment, Kccl. iii. 16. to fee men 
_ that lived peaceably, treated fo barbaroufly, and what would be 
. the confequences of it to themfelves they knew not. But the 
king and. Haman cared for none of thefe things. Note, It is 
an abfurd and impious thing: to indulge ourfelves in mirth and 
pleafure,..when the-church is in diftrefs, and the * public per- 
plexed. 


tern 
eke day oe 


sob ainda, iC U. Aa Pind ie out 
We left God's Ifaac bound upon the alter, and ready to be [a- 
° erificed, and the enemies triumphing in the pro[ped of it ; 
 —. ut things here begin 10 work towards a deliverance, and 
‘ ‘they begin at the right-end.. 1. The Jews friends lay to 
~~ beart the danger, and lament it, ver. 1,—4. \ Il. Matters 
A °c ane concerted between Mordecai and Efther, for the pre- 
t . venting of it. (1.) Efther inquires into this cafe, and re- 
¢  cetves a particular account of it, ver. 5,—7. (2+). Mor- 
fe decai urgeth her to intercede with the king for a.revocation 

__. of the edi, ver..8, 9. . (3.) Efther objected the danger of 
\ addreffing the king uncalled, ver. 10,—12. (4.) Mordecat 


+» after a religious fap of three days, promifed to doo, ver. 
£517. and whe fhall find it fped well. —  ~ 


Ore 


% 7HEN: Mordecai perceived all that was 
- WY done, Mordecai rent. his clothes, and 
_ put on fackeloth with afhes, and went out into 
the midft of the city, and cried with a loud and 
a bitter cry: 2 And came even before the king’s 
-- gate: for none might enter into the. king’s gate 
clothed with fackcloth: 3 And in every’ pro- 
vince whitherfoever the king’s commandment, 
and his décreé came, there was great. mourning 
among the Jews, and fafting, and weeping, and 
wailing, and many lay in fackcloth and afhes. 
49,50. Efther’s maids, and’ her chamberlains 


y 


‘ f : * 


It grieved them to fee their king fo abufed, 


At oe BER: 


% _  sepreffed her'to run the venture, ver. 13, 14. (5.) Eftber, - 


* 


_king’s chamberlains, whom he had appointed 


884 


came and told it her. Then was the queen ex- 
ceedingly grieved, and fhe fent raiment to clothe 
Mordecai, and to take away his fackcloth from 
him: but he received zz not. : 


Here we have an account of the general forrow that was a- * 
mong the Jews, upon the publifhing of Haman’s bloody ediét 
again{t them. It was a fad time with the church. 

1. Mordecai cried bitterly, rent his clothes, and put on fack- 
clorh, ver..1,.2. He not only thus vented ‘his grief, but pro- 
claimed it, that-all might take notice of it, that he was not a- 
fhamed to own himfelf a friend to the Jews, and a fellow-fué 
ferer with them, their drother and conipanion in tribulation, how 
defpicable and how odious foever they were reprefented by Ha- 
man’s faction. It was bravely done, thus publicly to efpoufe 
what he knew to_be-a righteous caufe, and the caufe of God 
even then when it feemed a defperate and a finking caufe. Mor- 
decaitaid the danger to heart more than any, becaufe he knew 
that Haman’s {pite was again{t him primarily, and it was for 
his fake that the reft of the Jews were ftruck at; and there- 
fore, though he did not repent of his ftiffhefs, for he perfifted 


"init, chap. vs 9.3. yet it troubled him greatly, that his people 


fhould fuffer for his {cruples, which perhaps occafioned fome 


of them to reflec. upon him-as too precife; but being able to 


appeal to God, that what he did, he did froma principle of 
confcience, he could with comfort ‘commit his oan caufe, and 
that of his people, to bim that judgeth: rightecufly. God will 
keep thofe that are expofed by the tendernefs of their confei- 
ences. Notice is here taken of a law, that none might enter in- 
to the king’s gate clothed with fackcloth.. "Though the arbitrary 
power of their kings oft,.as now, fet many a mourning, yet 
none muft come near the king in a.mourning drefs, becaufé he 


was not willing to hear the complaints of fuch. Nothing but 


what was gay and pleafant muft appear at court, and every thing 
that was melancholy mu(t be banifhed thence. - All in king’s 
palaces wear /oft clothing, Mat. xi. 8. not fackcloth. But thus 
to keep out the badges of forrow, unlefs they could withal have 
kept out the caufes of forrow ; to forbid-fackcloth to enter, un- 
lefs they could have forbidden ficknefs and trouble, and death 
to enter, was a jelt. However, this obliged Mordecai to keep 
his diftance, and only to come before the gate, not to take his 
place in the gate. erie 

2. All the Jews in every province laid it much to heart, 
ver. 3. They denied themfelves the comfort of their tables ; 


- for they fafted, and mingled tears with their meat and drink: - 


and the comfort of their beds at night; for they /ay in fack- 
cloth and afbes. They who, for want of confidence in God, 
and affeétion to their own land, had ffaid in the land of their 
captivity, when Cyrus gave them liberty to be gone, now per- - 
haps repented of their folly, and wifhed, when it was tog late, 


they had complied with the call of God... 


3. Efther the queen, upon a general intimation of the trou- 
ble Mordecai was in, was exceedingly grieved, ver. 4. Morde- 
cai’s grief was her’s, fuch a refpeét did fhe ftill retain for him; 
amd the Jews danger was her diftrefs; for, thougha queen, fhe 
forgat not her relation to them. Let not the greateft think it 
below them to.grieve for tie aflidion of Fofeph, though they 
themfelves-be anointed with their chief ointments, Amos Wi. 6. 


~ Efther fent change of raiment to Mordecai, the oi/ of joy for 


mourning, and the garments of pratfe for the /pirit of heavine/s ; 
but becaufe he would make her fenfible of the preatnefs of his 
grief, and confequently of the caufe of it, 4e received it not, but - 
was as one that refufed to be comforted. 


5 Then called Efther to Hatach, one of the 


hie ¥ . to - 


8$z 


to attend upon her, and gave him.a command- 
ment to Mordecai; to know what it was, and 
why it was. 6So Hatach went forth'to Mor- 
decai unto the ftreet of the city, which was be- 


fore the king’s gate. 7 And Mordecai told him | 


of all that had’ happened unto him, and of the 
fum of the money that Haman had promifed to 
pey tothe king’s treafuries for the Jews, to de- 
ftroy them. 8 Alfo he gave him the copy of 
the writing of the decree, that was given at Shu- 
{han to dettroy them, to fhew zt unto Esther, 
and to declare it unto her, and to charge -her 
that {be thould go in unto the king, to make 
fupplication unto him, and to make requeft be- 
fore him for her people. o And Hatach came 
and told Efther the words of Mordecai. 10] A- 
gain Efther fpake unto Hatach, and’ gave him 
-commandment unto Mordecai; ar All the 
King’s fervants, and the people of the king’s pro- 
vinces do knowv, that wholoever, whether man 
or woman, fhall come unto. tlic king into the in- 


his to put dim to death, except fuch to whom 
the king fhail hold out the golden feeptre, that 
he may live: but Ihave not ee called to come 
wy unto the. king, thefe thirty days. 12 And 
they told to. Mordecai Efther’s words. 13 Then 
Mordecai commanded to anfwer Efther, Think 
not with thyfelf that thou fhalt efcape in the 
king’s houfe, more than ull the Jews, 14 For 
~ if thou altogether holdeft: thy peace at this time, 
then fhall there enlargement and deliverance 
~ rife to the Jews from. another place, but thou 
and thy father’s houfe fhall be déftroyed: and 
_ who. knoweth, whether thou. art come to the 
' kingdom. for /ucb a time as. this? 
Efther had bade them return Mordecai this an- 
jJwer. 16 Go, gather tagether all the [ews that 
are prefent in Shuthan, and faft ye for me, and 
neither eat not drink three days, night or day: 
Jk alfoand my maidens will faft likewife, and fo 
will I go in unto the king, which is not accord- 
_ ing to the law; and if] perith, I perith. 14 So 
that Efther had commanded him. ; 

So firi@ly did the laws of Perfid confine the wives, efpeci- 
ally. the kings. wives, that it was not pofible for Mordecai’ to 
havea conferenee with Either about ‘this important matter, but 
divers meflages are here carried between them, by Hatach; 
- whom the king had appointed to attend her, and, it dems, he 
was one fhe could confide in. Se Ua Ayah! 

3s She fent to Mordecai to know more particularly and fal- 
- dy what the trouble was, which he was now lamenting, (ver. 
{.) and why it was that he would not put off his fackcloth. 
Yo inquire thus after news, that.we may know the better how 


223 hr ata 


. comes all that love Sion. 


_ the wait, gladly would fhe ftoop, to do-the Jews a kindnefs; 


. Gnd out fome other interceffor 
comes to the king uncalled, fhould' be put to death, unlefs he 


: : sia, ~ | to ose whether fhe fhould find him in fo good a humour, vers 
ner court, who is not called; there is one law of | 

| greater fafety of the king’s perfon, as in pride, that being fel= 
, dom feen, and not without great difficulty, he might bé adored 
asa littl god. A foolith law it was 5 for, (¥.) lt'made the a 
| Kings themfelves unhappy, confining them to thei retirements 
| for fear they’ fhould be feen. This ‘made the royal palace lite 4 
tle better than'a royal prifon, “and ‘the kings themfelves could ~~ 
_ not bat become morofe, and perhaps melancholy, and fo a ter- 
| ror to others, and a burden to themfelves. -Many have their 
| lives.made miferable by their own Haughtinefs, and ill-nature. ¥ 
} (2.) It was bad for their fubjeéts,. for what good had they-of 

| a king that they-might never have liberty to.apply to, forthe > 
_ Tedrefs of grievances, and appeal to from the inferior judges. 
) Teis not ‘thus in the court of the, King of kings; to the foot. ~~ 
» ftooh of his throne of grace we may at. any time come boldly,» - 
' and may be fure of an anfwer of peace to the prayer of faith. * 
| We are welcome not only into the inner court, but even into 3 
. the holieft, through: the blood of Jefus. (3+): It. was-particu- y 
- larly very uncomfortable for their wivesy that there was nota 
| provifo in the law to except them, who were bone of their bone, 

| and fle[b of their feo. But perhaps it was wickedly intended 
as much againit them as any other, that: the: kings might:the. 

| more freely epjoy the concubines, and Efther knew it. Mife-- a 
' rable was the kingdom, when the princes framed. their lawsto 
}) ferve their lufts. ; Briss Vaibiee eno tab 2 eee 


E54 Then 


ge Re Me ee ‘ 4, || fo ordered it, that jaft at this jundture fhe was under a cloud, 
‘Mordecai went his way, and did according toalb | and the king's affections cooled towards her, for the lad been’ 

| | kept from bis prefence thirty days, that her faith and:courage — 
/ might be the more tried, and that God’s goodnefs in the fa 


: ; ig haa g 
| fhine the brighter. It is likely Haman, as he efideavoured by 


wine, fo alfo by women, to diyert the king from thinking of = 
» what he had done, and then Efther was.negleéted : from whom; | 
no doubt, he did what he could to alienate the king, kunc 
| hei tobe his: back-fiedd, ” 2h eer thas eS 
| 4 Mordecai fill infited upon it; hat whatever hazard fhe’ | 
tun, fhe mnft apply herfelf td ‘the king in this great affair, ver. 21 


F ¥39.14+ Noexcufe will forve, but fhe miuft appear an advo» 


Chap, lV. 


to dire&t our priefs and joys, our prayers arid praifés, well be- 
If we mult weep with them that = 


weep, we mult know why they weep. - 


matter, with a charge to her to intercede with the king ia this 
matter. Mordecai told him all that had happened unto him, - 
ver. 7. what a pique Haman had again{t him, for not bowing 
to him, arid by what arts he had procured this edict; he fent 
her alfo a true copy of the edict, that fhe might fee what im- 5 
minent danger fhe and hér people were in 3 and charged Bers 44 
if fhe had any refpe& for him, or any kindnefs for the Jewifh 
: 
: 


2. Mordecai fent her an authentic account of the whole 
; 
j 


nation, that fhe {hould appear now on their behalf, reétify the eet ; 
mif-informations with which the king was impofed upon, and i 
fet the matter in a true light; not doubting but that then he - 


would vacate the decree. - 

3. She fent her cafe to Mordecai, that fhe could not, with- 
out peril of her life, addrefs to the king, and therefore he put 7 
a great hard{hip upon her, in urging her to it; gladly would = 


but if'{he muft-ran the hazard of being put to-death-as'a males 
— faktor, fhe might well fay; J pray thee have me excufed, and 


. 
. 


ats The Jaw was exprefs, all knew it; that whofoever 
was pleafed to hold out the golden Jeeptre to them, and it waster ~~ 


rt. This law was'made not fo much in prudence, for the — 


stay 


2dly, Her cafe at prefent was very difcouraging. z Providence: § 


vour fhe now found with the king, notwithitanding mi 


: 


cate in this caufe. He fegeelts to her; 
z Ai Se ed eit EN oa ake 


Chap. IV. 
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aff, That ‘it was her own caufe 5 for the decree to defray all 
the Fews, did not except her ; Think not therefore that thon 
Shalt cfeape in the king’s houfe, that the palace will be thy pro- 


tection, and the crown fave thy head ; no, thou arta Jew, and 


if the reft be eut off, thow wilt be cut off too, It was certain- 
ly her wifdom rather to expofe herfelf to a conditional death 
from her hufband, than to a certain death from her enemy. 
. 2dy, That it was a caufé which one way or other would 
certainly be carried, and which therefore fhe might fafely ven- 
ture in.» If thou fhould decline the fervice, enlargement and de- 
diverance will arife to the Jews from another place. ‘This was 
the language of a {trong faith, which flaggered mot at the pro- 
mife, when the danger was moft threatening, but again/? hope 
believed in hope. Inftruments may fail, but God’s covenant 
will not, 
gdly, That if fhe deferted her friends now, through cow- 
ardice and unbelief, fhe would have reafon to fear, that fome 
judgment from heaven would be the ruin of her and her fami- 
ly: Thou and thy father’s houfe fhall be deflroyed, when the 


relt of the families of the Jews fhall be preferved. He that by 


finful fhifts will fave his life, and cannot find in his heart to 

truft God with it, in the way of his duty, fhall lofe it in the 
way of his fin. : 

4thly, That the diyine providence had an eye to this, in 


bringing her to be queen: Who knows qhether thou art come 


to the kingdom for fuch a time as this ? “And ‘therefore, (1.) 


~ Thou art bound in gratitude to do this fervice for God and his 
church, elfe thou doft not anfwer the end of thine elevation. 
(2.) Thou needeft not fear «mifcarrying in the enterprife ; if 


~ God defigned thee for it, he will bear thee out, and give thee , 
fuccels. 


Now, [t.] It appeared by the event, that fhe did 
come to the kingdom, that fhe might be an inftrument of the 
» Jews deliverance, fo that Mordecai was right in his conjecture : 
Becaufe the Lard loved his people, therefore he made Efther 
queen. There is a wife counfel and defign in all the provi- 


~ -dences of God, which is unknown to us til it is accomplished, 
~ buteit' will proye’in the iflue, that they are all intended for, and 


center in the good of the church... [2.] The probability of 
this was a good reafon why fhe fhonld now be(tir herfelf, and 
do her utmoft for her people. We fhould every one of. us 
confider for what end God has put us in the place where we 
are, and fludy to anfwer that end; aod when any particular 


- opportunity of ferving God and our generation offers itfelf, we 


mult take care we do not let it flip; for we were intrulted 


with it, that we might improve it. . 
‘Thefe things Mordecai urgeth to Efther. And fome of the 


~ Jewith writers, who are fruitful in invention, add another thing 


which had happened to him, ver.’ 7. which he defired fhe might 
be told, that, going home the night before in great heavinefs, 
upon the notice of Haman’s plot, he met three jewiih children 
coming from {chool, whom he examined what they had learned 


- that day ;_ one of them told him his leffon was, Prov. iti. 25,. | 


26, Be not afraid of fudden fear. Vhe fecond told him his 


~ was,’ Ifa. viii, 10. Take couafeltegether, and it fall. come “to 


Go 


nought. The third told him his was, Ha. xlvi. 4..J have made, 
and I will bear, even I will carry, aud will deliver you, Othe 


«g. Either herenpon refolves,i whatever it cof hes, to appiy 


with the king} ver. 15,16. She fpeaks:here, 


if, With the piety and devotion that became.an Lraelite ; 


. the ‘had her eye up unto God, in whofe hand the hearts vot 


kings.are, apd on whom fhe depended to incline this king’s 
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heart towards her. She went in peuil of her if, bat would 
be exfy when fhe had committed the keeping of her foul to 
God, and hhad put herfelF under lis protection. _She believed 
God’s favour was to be obtained by prayer, that his people are 
a praying people, and he a prayef-hearing:-God. She koew 
‘it, was the practice of good people, in extraordinary cafes, to 
jin fafting with prayer, and many of them to join together in , 
fafting and prayer. She therefore, (1.} Defired that Mordecai 
would dire& the Jews that were in Shufhan, to fundify a fa/!, 
and calla folemn affembly, to meet in the refpective fynagogues 
to which they belonged, and to pray for her, and to keep a {o- 
Jemn fa(t, ab{taming from all {et meals, and all pleafant food 
for three days, and as much as poilible from all food, in token 
of their humiliation for fin, and in a fenfe of their unworthinefs 
‘of God’s mercies. ~Thofe know not how to value the divine 
favour, who grudge thus much labour and felf-denial in the pur- 
fuit of it. (2.) She promifed that fhe and her family would 
fanétify this fa{t, in her apartment of the palace, for fhe might 
not come to their affemblies. Her maids were either Jews, or 
fo far profelytes, that they joined with her in her faiting and 
praying. Here is a good example of a miftrefs praying with 
her maids, and it is worthy to be imitated. Obferve alfo, That 
thofe who ate confined to privacy, may join their prayers with 
thofe of the folemn affemblies of God’s people; they that are’ 
abfent in body, may bé prefent in fpirit. And that thofe who 
defire, and have the prayers of others for them, mutt not think 
that that will excufé them from praying for themfelves. 

2dly, With the courage and refolution that became a queen. 
When we have fought God in this matter, J zwi/l go in unto the 
king, to intercede for my people: J know it ts not according to 
the king’s laxb, but it is according to God’s law; and titere- 
fore, whatever comes of it, I will venture, and not count m 
life dear to me, fo that I may ferve God and his church, sat 
if I perifo, I perifo.; 1 cannot lofe my life in a better caufe. 
“Better do my duty, and die for my people, than baulk my du- 
ty, and die with them ; fhe reafons as the lepers, 2 Kings vil. 
4, Uf 1 fit full, I die ; if I venture, 1 may live, and be the life 


_ of my people; if the worlt come to the worlt (as we fay) J 


Jrall but die, Nothing venture, nothing win. She faid not this 


in difpair, or paflion, but in a holy refolution to do her duty, 
_ and truft God with the iffue, welcome his holy will. _ In the 


apocryphal part of this book, chap. xml. xiv. we have Mor- 


~ deeai’s prayer, and Either’s upon this occafion, and. both of 
| them very particular and pertinent. 


In the fequel of the flory 
we fhall find, ‘that God faid not-to the feed of Jacob, Seek ye 


mein Vain. 


CORP Ape evs 4 

The laft news we had of Haman, left bim in his cups, chap. 
iti, 15. Our lafi news of queen Efther, left her in tearsy 
fafling ond praying. Nozw this chapter brings in, I. Efther 
in her goy 3 fratled upon by the king, and honoured with his 
company at her banguet of wine, ver. 1,3. Il. Hamag 
upon the fret, because he bad not Mordecai’s capand knee, 
and, with great indignation, fetting up a gallows for bitty 
ver. Q,—14. Thus they that fow in tears, [ball reap in 
Joy 3 but the triumphing of the wicked ts Srort. aS 
‘TOW it came to pafs on the third day, that 
ie. Efther put.on der royal apparel, and ftood 
in the inner court’ of the king’s houfe, over a- 
gainft the king’s houfe: and the king fat upon 
his royal throne in the royal houfe, over againit 
the gate of the houfe. 2 And it was fo, when 
the king faw Efther the queen ftanding in the 
5 T2 court 

‘ 
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court, that fhe obtained favour in his fight : 
and the king held-out to Efther the golden 
{ceptre that was in ‘his hand: fo Efther drew 
near and touched the top of the feeptre. 3 
Then. {aid the king unto her, What wilt thou, 
queen Either? and what is thy requeft? and it 
ihall be even given ‘thee, to» the half of the 
kingdom, 4 And Efther anfwered, 1f it /eem 
good unto the king, let the king and Haman 
come this day unto the banquet that 1 have 
prepared for him. 5 Then the king faid, Caufe 
Haman to make hatte, that he may do as Efther 
hath faid.. So.the king and Haman came to 
the banquet that Efther had prepared. 6 { 
And the king faid unto Efther at the banquet 


of wine, what is thy petition? and it fhall be. 


granted thee: and-what zs thy requeft? even 
to the half of the kingdom it fhall be performed. 
7 Then anfwered Efther, and faid, My peti- 
tion, and my requeft is; § If lL have found fa- 
vour in the fight of the king, and if it pleafe 
the king to grant, my petition; and to perform 


my requeft, let the king and Haman come to | 


the banquet that I fhall prepare for them, and 
I will do.to-morrow as the king hath aid. 


Here is, 1. Efther’s bold approach to the king, ver. 1. 
When the time appointed for their faft was finifhed, the loft no 
time, but on the third day, when the impreflions of her devo- 
tions were frefh upon her {pirit, fhe addrefled to the king. When 
the heart is enlarged in communion ‘with God, it will be em- 
boldened in doing and fuffering for him. Some think the three 


days faft was only one whole day, and two whole nights, in all 4, 


which time they did not take any food at all, and this‘is called. 
three days, as Chrift’s lying in the grave fo long is. This fa- 


vours that ‘expofition, that on the third day the queen made 


her appearance at court. Refolutions that have difficulties and 
_ dangers to break through, fhould be purfued without delay, left 
they cool and flacken : What thou doff, which muft be done 
boldly, do it quickly. Now the put on her royal apparel, that 
fhe might the better recommend herfelf tothe king, and laid 
afide her faft-day clothes. She put on her fine clothes, not to 
pleafe herfelf, but her hufband. In her prayer, as we find it 
in the Apocrypha, Efther xiv. 16. the thus appeals to God, 
Thou knswe/t, Lord, I abbar the fign of my high efate, which 
as upon my, head, in the days wherein I foew myfelf, &c. Whence 
fet thofe whofe rank. obligeth them to wear rich clothes, learn 
to be dead to them, and not. make them their adorning. She 
flood in the inner court over againft the king, expecting her doom 
between hope and. fear, Keere: ei 
2. The favourable reception which the king gave her, When : 
he faw her, the obtained favour in his fight. The apocryphal 
author and Jofephus fay, that fhe took two maids with her, on 
one fhe leaned, and the other bore up her train; that her coun- 
tenance was chearful and very amiable, but her heart was in 
anguifh ; that the king, lifting up his countenance that fhone 
with majefty, at firft looked very fiercely upon her ; whereupon. 
fhe grew’ pale and fainted, and -bowed herfelf on the head of 
_ the maid that went by her; but then .God.changed. the, fpirit 
of the king, and in a fear he leaped from hi 


ae 


ES £ HER. 


| and the bride faith’come.’ She had a law againft her, we have — 
_ 4 promife, many a promife, in favour of us, A/e, and it fhall be 


| for her ; but, on the contrary, he that was then the king’s fa 
_ boldly to the throne Of S1Blhe te Veen e 


_ had prepared for him, and bring Hathan along with him, ver 


_ him into’a pleafant humour, and foften his {pirit, that he might ; 


..come, whofe company fhe knew he loved, and whom fhe de- 
fired to have prefent when fhe made her complaint ; 


-(5-) She hoped at the banquet of wine to have a 


| along with him, ver. 5. which was an indication 
| tion of her and her people, he would ni 


} tition ? and his generous promife, t 
| wen to the half of the kingdom, ver. ¢ 

by which hevaflured her; that tie wo 
s throne, togk her } ; 
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in-his arms till fhe came to-herfelf, and comforted her with — 
loving words. Here we are only told. gt ae q 
iff, ‘That he protected her from the law, and affured her of) a 
fafety, by holding out to her the golden feepire, ver. 2. which fhe 
thankfully touched the top of, thercby prefenting herfelf to him. @ 
as a humble petitioner, “Thus having had power with God,. — 
and prevailed, like Jacob, fhe had power with men too, He» — 
that will lofe his life for God, fhall fave it, or find it in a bets 

ter life. Herre ate Fie: oy RRO Ys cg Ae 
_2dly, That he encouraged her addrefs, ver. 3.°What eile 
thou, queen Lifther ? and what is thy reguefi ?. So far was he 

_ from counting her an offender, tilat he fegmed glad to fee her, . 
and defirous to oblige her. _He that had divorced one wife 
for not coming when fhe was fent for, would not be fevere to. 
another, for coming when fhe was not fent for. God-can turn: 
the hearts of men, of great men, of thofe that a@ moft arbitra-: 
ily, which way he, pleafeth towards us.. Efther feared’ the” 
thould perifh, but is promifed the fhall have what the afks for, 
though it were-the half of the kingdom. Note, God in his pro-~ 
vidence, often prevents the fears, and outdoes the hopes of his - 
people, efpecially when they venture in his cavfe. Let us from: ~ 
this {tory infer, as our Saviour doth from the parable of the 
unjuft jadge, an encoutagement to pray a/ways to our God, 
and not faint, Luke xviii. 6,-8.  Hear.what this haughty 
King faith, What is thy petition, and what is thy reque/t, it fhall 
be granted thee ; and fay, Shall not God hear and anfwer the’ 
Prayers of his own eieét that cry day and night to him ? Efther 
came to a proud imperious man, we come to the God of love” 
and grace: fhe was not called, we are ; the Spirit faith come, — 


or 


se. 


given you. She had no friend to introduce: her, or intercede ~ 


vourite, was her enemy. But we have an advocate with the 
Father, in whom he is well pleafeds Let us therefore com 
2 Repl OR Le tt en ein as Sa 85 


__. 3dly, That all the requeft, fhe had to make to him at thi 
time was, that he would pleafe to come to a banquet which fhe 


AG eae Hereby; (1.) She would intimate to him, how much’... 


fhe valued his favour and company. Whatever the had to afk, 
_ that fhe defired above any thing, and would putchafe at 
| rate, 
| if he fhould refufe this, 


ay 
(2.) She would try how he ftood affe@ed tovhers’ fore = 
it would be to no purpofe as yet; to 
prefent her other requeft. (3.) She would endeavour to bring. 
with the more tendérnefs receive the impreflions of the com- 
plaint the had to make to him. (4.) She would oblige-him,| 7, 


es 


by making court to Haman his favourite, and inviting him to © 


ed t ‘ for the ee 
would fay nothing of him but what fhe durft fay to’ his 


more favourable opportunity of prefenting her petition. 
dom is profitable to dire& how to manage fome men 
hard to deal with, and to take them by the right han 

4thly, ‘That he readily came, and ordered Hama 
nefs he ftill retained for'her. Tf he really defignec 


banquet. ‘There he renewed his kin 


reafon. ‘, i H 


€ 


od uled it, Mark vi, 23 


bolicead: Sh, 
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~ bufinefs was 


~ thot 
_ hanged thereon: then go thou in ‘merrily with 
_ the ‘king unto the. banquet... And: the thing 
_ pleafed: Haman, and: he caufed the gallows to | 
ste mpc ey bomen ans i tee yag Cs del 8 eR 
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_  gthlyy. That then Either thought fit to afk no more, but a 
promife, that he would pleafeto accept of another treat, the 
. hext day; in her apartment, and Haman with Him, ver. 7, 8. 
Intimating to hig, that then fhe would let him know what her 
This adjourning of the main petition may be 
attributed, (1-) To Elther’s prudence ; by this means the hoped 
yet farther to win upon him, and ingratiate herfelf with him. 
Perhaps her heart failed her now, when fhe was going to make 
er requeft, and fhe “defited’ to take fome further tinie for 


"prayer, that God would give her @ mouth and wifdom. The 


putting of it-of thus, it is likely, fhe knew would be well taken, 
as ‘an expreflion of the’ great reverence, {hz had for the king, 
-and her lothnefs to ‘be too prefling upon him. What is hattily 
afked, is many times as haftily denied, but what is afked with 
a paufe, deferves to be confidered. (2.)’To God's providence, 
putting it into l(ther’s heart to delay her petition a day longer, 
fhe knew not why, bat God-did, that what was to happen in 
the intervening night, betwixt and_ to-morrow, ‘might further 
her defign; and make way for her faccefs ; that Haman might 
arrive to the higheft pitch of malice againft Mordecai, and 
mhight begin to fr// before him. The Jews perhaps blamed E(t- 
her as dilatory, and- fome of them began to fufpeé her fince- 
rity, of at leaft her zeal ; ‘but the event difproved their jealoufy, 


ey and ail was for the beft. 


si ; . og Then went Haman forth that day joyful, 


and witha glad heart: but when Haman faw 
Mordecai m the‘king’s gate, that he ftood not 
up, nor moved for him, he was full of indigna- 
tion againit Mordecai., 10 Neéverthelefs, Haman 
refrained himfelf, and when he came home, he 
fent and: called’for his friends, and Zereth his 


_ wife. Tz And Haman told them of the glory 


of his riches, and the multitude of his children, 
and all the things wherein the king had pro- 
moted him, and how he had advanced him a- 
bove'the princes and fervants of the king. - 12 
Haman faid moreover, Yea, Efther the queen 
did let no. man come in with the king unto the 


banquet that fhe had prépared, bat myfelf ; 
- and to-morrow am I invited unto her alfo with 
_, the king.” 13 Yet all this availeth me nothing, | 

_ fo long as T-fee Mordecai the Jew fitting at the 


king’s gate... 14 4 Then faid Zereth- his wife, 


and. all -his friends unto him, Let a gallows be 
_. made of fifty cubits high, and tomorrow {peak 


rs 


‘unto the king, that Mordecai may be 


ho ey Sr ‘ 
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~ This account here given of Haman,is a comment upon that. . 


i 
; 


of Solomon, Prov. xxi. 24:°\ Proud and haughty feorner is his 


name that: déals:in proud wrath, Never did any man! more an- 
fwer that name than Haman here,» in whom pride and wrath 
+ have fo much the,afcendant.. See himy. 2. «. -” q 


g 1. Paffed up with the honour of being invited to f 
fealt.- He was joyful and glad of heart at it; ver? 9. Obferve 
with what a high guft he {peaks ofyity ver. i2) how he values 
himfelf upon it, and how near he thinks it. brings him to the 


oS 


(12) Mordecai 


| herfelf complimented him. 


Slefo, I cannot be fatisfied ! Job xxx. 31. 


fther’s 
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perfection of felicity, that Efther the queen did let no man 
come with the king to the banquet, but his mighty felf, and he 
thought it was becaufe fhe was exceedingly charmed with his 
converfation, that the next. day fhe had invited him alfo to 
come with the king; none fo fit as he to bear the king com- 
pany. Note, Self-admirers and felffatterers are really felf-de- 
ceiverss” Haman pleafed himfelf with the fancy, that the 
queen, by this repeated invitation, defigned to honour him; 
whereas really fhe defigned to accufe him, and in calling him 
to the banquet, did but call him to the bar. What magnifying _ 
glaffes do proud men look their faces in! And how doth the 
pride of their heart de-eive them! Obad. cf : 

2. Vexing and fretting at the flight that Mordecai put upon” 
‘him, and thereby made uneafy to himfelf, andto all about him. 
was as {tiff as ever, he flood not up, nor moved 


for. him, ver.g. What he did was froma principle of con- 


Acience; and therefore ‘he ftuck to it, and would not cringe to 


Haman, no not when he had teafon to fear him, arid E‘ther 
He knew God could, and would’ 
deliver him and his people from the rage of Haman, without ~ 
any fuch mean and fneakiag expedients to molify him. They’ 
that walk in a holy fincerity, may walk in a holy fecurity, and: 
g0 on in their work, not fearing what man can do unto them, - 


| He that walks uprightly, walks furely. (2.) Haman can as ill 


bear it as ever; nay, the higher he is lifted up, the more ims 
patient is’he of contempt, and the more enraged at it. [i.] 
Tt made his own {pirit reftlefs, and put him into a grievous . 
tofs ; he was full of indignation, ver. 9. and yet refrained him= 
Seif, ver. to. Gladly would *he have drawn his {fword, and 
run Mordecai through for affronting him thus, but he hoped 
thortly to fee bim fail with all the Jews; and therefore with 
much ado prevailed with himfelf io forbear {tabbing him. What 
a ftrupgle had he in his owa bofom between his anger, which 
required Mordecai‘s death aminediately, O that I had of bis . 
and his malice, 
which had determined to. wait for the general maffacre ? Thus 
thorns and faares are in the way of the froward. [2.}.[t 
made ail his enjoyments faplefs. This little affront he received: 
from Mordecai, was the dead fly which fpoiled all his pot of | 


"precious ointment; he owned it himfelf in the prefence of his - 


wife and friends, to the everlafting reproach of a proud and 
difcontented mind, that he had no comfort in his eftate, pre- 
ferment, and family, as long as Mordecai lived, and had a 


> 


place in the king’s gate, ver. 10, 11,13. Heiook notice of his _ - 
: ws SS 


own riches and honours, the numeroufnefs of his family, and — 


| the high pofts to which he was advanced, that he was the dars 
ling of the prince, and the idol of the court,’and yet all thig - “ 


avails him nothing, as long as Mordecai is unhanged. Thofe 


that ate difpofed to be uneafy, will never want fomething or. - 


other to be uneafy at. And proud men, though they have - 


‘much to their mind, ‘if they have not all to their mind, it isas — 


nothing to them. The thoufandth part of what Haman had, . 


| would ferve to'make a humble modeft man as much of a hap- 
-piaels'as he expeéts-from this world; and yet Haman com- 
‘plains as paffionately as if he had been {unk into. the lowelt de-- 
‘|, gree-of poverty and difgrace. hes byte aan 
3. Meditating’ revenge, “and ‘affifted therein by his- wife and » 
his friends, ver“14. hey faw how glady he would difpenfe 
with his éwn réfolution, of deferring the flaughter till the time ~ 


determined by'the lot, and: therefore advifé him to take an ~ 


-eatneft'and foretalte’ of the fatisfa@iion he. then expedted, in - 


the fpeedy execution of Mordecai; Jet him have that to Hay - 
his {tomach? and having, as he thought, made fare the defriic- 


tion of all the Jews, at'the tinie appbinted, he will’ not think 4 


| feorn for the prefent, to lay Hands on Motdecai alone. ‘erat 
For the pleafing of his fancy, they advife him to get a gallows 
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reavy, and have it fet wp before his ows door; that as foon as 
ever he could get the warrant figned, there might be no de- 
lay of the execution, -he need not {o much as to ftay the ma- 
king of the gallows. This is very agreeable to Haman, wha 
has the gallows up prefently: it mult be fifty cubits high, or as 
near that as might be, for the greater difgrace of Mordecai, 
and to make him a fpetacle to every one that paffed by; and 
it mult be before Flaman’s door, that all men might take no- 
tice it was to the idol of his revenge that Mordecai was facri- 
ficed, and that he might feed his eyes with the fight. -(2.) 
For the gaining of his point, they advife hinr to go early in 
thé morning to the king, and get an order from him for the 
hanging of Mordecai, which they doubted not would be readi- 
ly granted to one. that was fo much the king’s favonrite, and 
“who had fo eafily obtained an edi for the deftruction of the 
whole nation of the Jews; there needed no feioned fuggeftion, 


it was enough if he Jet the king know, that Mordecai, in con-. 


tempt of the king’s command, refufed to reverence him. And 
now we leave Haman to go to bed, pleafed with the thoughts 
of feeing Mordecai hanged the next day, and then going mer- 
rily to the banquet, and not dreaming of handfelling his own 
gallows. | . 


“$9 a Bee? V1: Ne ; 
fi is a very furprifing foene that opens in this thapter: Ha- 
man, when he hoped ta be Mordecai’s judge, was made 
his page, to his great confufion and mortification; and thus 
way was made for the defeat of Haman’s plat, and the 
deliverance of the Jews. 1. The providence of God re- 


« commends Mordecai in the night to the king’s favour ver. ~ 


t,—3. Ll. Haman, who came to incerfe the king againft 
Pari, is employed as an infirument of the Ring's favour to 
. him, vet. 45—11. 
his doom, which ts executed in the next chapter, ver. 12,— 
14. And now 2 appears, that Efther’s interceffion for ber 
people was happily adjourned, De diein diem. ~ 


N that night could not the king fleep, Heel | 


he commanded to bring the book of re- 
cords of the chronicles; and they were read be- 


fore the king. .2 And it was found written, 


that Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Te- 
eth, two of the king’s chamberlains, the keep- 


ers of the door, who fought to lay hand’on the 


King Ahafuerus. 3 And the king faid, What 


‘honour and dignity hath been done to Morde-. 


‘cai for this? Then faid the king’s fervants that 


miniftered unto him, There is nothing done. 


_ for him. 


"How Satan put it into the heart of Haman to contrive Mor- 
Gecai’s death, we read in the foregoing chapter ; how God put 
it into the heart of the king to contrive M 
we are here told. Now, if the king’s word will prevail above 


Haman’s, for though Haman be-a great man, the king in the 


. throne muft be above him; much more will the counfel of God 
jiand, whatever devices there are in mens hearts : it is tO no 


purpofe therefore for Haman to oppofe it, when both God and _ 


the king will have Mordecai honoured, and that in this junc- 
ture, when his preferment, and Haman’s difappointment, would 
help to ripen the. great affair of the Jewifh deliverance, for the 
effort\ that Efther was to make towards it the next day. 
~ Sometimes delay may prove to have been good condué. Stay 
awhule,and we may have done the ‘fooner ; Cundando reflituit 


* 


III. From this his friends read him 


Aordecai’s honour, © 


eR, Chap. Vib 
rem. Let us trace the fteps which’ providence togk towards 
the adgancement ‘of Mordecat, 40, 4 ace yo or pees 
1. On that night could not the king fltep. Tis SLleep fled an 
way, fo the word is, and perhaps, like a thadow, the more: | @ 
carefully he purfued it, the further it went from him. »Some- 
times we Cannot fleep, becaufe we fain would fleep. ‘Even afy 
ter a banquet of wine he could not fleep, when Providence had 
a defign to ferve in keeping him waking. We read of no bo- 
dily indifpofition he was under that might break his fleep, but 
God, whofe gift fleep is, with-held it from him. Thofe that 
are never fo much refolved to caft away care, cannot always do 
it, they find it ¢n'their pillows when they neither expect nor 
welcome it. He that commanded one hundred and twenty fe. _ . 
ven provinces, could not command one hour’s fleep. Perhaps - ee 
the charms of Efther’s converfation the day before, gave occas — 
fion to his heart to reproach him for negle@ing. her, and.ba~ 
nifhing her-his prefence, though. fhe was the wife of his bofona, _ 
for above thirty days, and that might keep him waking. “An _ 
offended, confcience can find a time to {peak whea it will 
be heard. z ies Biers bares ra 
2. When he could not fleep he called to have the book of 
records, the journals of bis reign, read to him, ver, 1. Surely 
he did not defiga that fhould lull him afleep, it would rather 
fill his head with cares, and drive away fleep: but God’ put it - be 


into his heart to call for them, rathee than for mufic or fongs, 


» 


which the Perfian kings ufed to be attended with, Dan. vi.’ 
18. and which would have been more likely to compofe him 

to reft. When men do that which is unaccountable, we know +. 
not what God intends by it. Perhaps he would have this 
book of bufinefs read to him, that he might improve time, and SS 
be laying fome ufefal proje@ts. .Had “it been king David’s - 

cafe, he would have found fome other entertainment for his _ , 
thoughts, when he could. not fleep, he would have remembered 
God, and meditated upon him, Pfal. Ixiti. 6. And ifhe — 
would have had any book read to him, it fhould have been his 


bibles for in that law did be meditate day and night. 
8. The fervant that read to ‘him, either light firft on that ar-- 
‘ticle which concerned Mordecai, or readiog long, came to it _ 
at length.-Among other things, it was found written, that 
Mordecai had difcovered a plot againft, the life of the king, 
which prevented the execution of it, ver-2.. Mordecai was not 

in fuch favour at court, that the reader fhould defignedly pitch 
upon that place, but Providence directed him to it: nay, if we , 
may believe the Jews tradition, (as Bithop Patrick relates it), 
opening the book at this place, he turned over the leaves, and oy 
‘would have read another part of the book, but the leaves flew ° 
back again to the fame place where he opened it; fo that he - 
was forced to read that paragraph. How Mordecai’s good 
fervice was recorded, we read, chap. ii. 23. and here itis found 
upon record. RR Ea Feet EER ERS Ss TER Bi EEE 

4. The king inquired «hat honour and dignity had been done 

to Mordecai for this; {ufpecting that this good fervice had gone 
unrewarded, and, like Pharaoh’s. butler, he remembers it as 
his fault this day, Gen. xli..9. Note; The law of gratitude is 
a law of nature, “We ought particularly to be grateful to our _ 
-inferiors, and not to think all their fervices due debts to u but 
that they make us indebted to them. Two rules of gratitude may 
be gathered from the king’sinquiry here. (1.) Better honour 
than nothing : if we carinot, or need not, make ‘a recompen ce 
to thofe who have been kind to us, yet let usdo them hor 
by acknowledging their kindneffes, and-owning our oblie 
to them. (2.) Better late than never. If we. ave Jo 
‘gleéted to make grateful veturns for good offices done vs, | 
at length bethink ourfelves of our debts. ay 
5+ The frvants informed him,” that ne 
to Mordecai for that eminent fervice; in 


¥ AD 
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Reig, and there he ftill tf fee, Note, (1.) [t is common for 
great men to take’ little notice of their inferiors. ‘The king 
Knew not whether Mordécai was preferted or no, till his fer- 
vants informed him. High {pirits take apride in being cares 
Tefs and unconcerned about thofe that are below them, aad | ig- 
norant of their flate.. The great God takes cognizance of thie 
meanett of his fervants, knows what dignity is done them, and 
what difgrace. (2.) Homility and modefty and felf-denial, 
though in God’s account 'they are of great price, yet they com- 
monly baulk men’s preferment in the world. Mordecai rifeth 
no higher than the king’s pate, while proud ambitious Haman 
gets the king’s ear and heart: but though the afpiring rife fatt, 
the humble ftand faft. Honour makes proud men giddy, but wp- 
holds the humble in [pirit, Prov. xxix. 23. (3./Honour and dig- 
nity is rated high in the king’s*books. He doth not afk what 
reward has been given Mordecai ? what money? what eftate? 


~ But ‘only’ what honour? “A poor thing, and which, if he bad nét 


wherewith to fupport it, would be but a burdeti. © (4.). The 
greate{t merits, and the belt fervices are often overlooked, and 
g0 unrewarded among men: little honour is done to thofe who 
belt deferve it, are fittelt for it, and would do molt good with 
“it. See Eccl. ix. 14,—16. The acquifition of wealth and 
honour is ufually a perfect lottery, in which they that venture 
-Teatk, : commonly carry off the beft prize. Nay, (5.) Good 
fervices are fometimes fo far from being a man’s prefer ment, 
that they will not be his proteétion ; Mordecai is at this time 
by the king’s edi& doomed to deftruétion, with allthe Jews, 
though it is owned he deferved dignity. Thofé that faithfully 
; fer ‘ve God need not fear being thus ill paid. 


49 And the king faid, Who zs in the court: > 


re Haman was come iato the outward court 


of the king’s houfe, to fpeak unto the king, to - 


hang Mordecai on the gallows that he had pre- 
_ pared for him) 5 And the king’s fervants faid 


aunto him, Behold, Haman ftandeth in the court. } 
And the king faid, Let him come in. °6 So Ha-- 


man came in: and the king faid unto him, What 
fhall be done unto the man whom the king de- 
-lighteth to honour? (now Haman thought in 
his heart, to whom would the king delight to 
do honour more than to myfelf ?)} 7 And Ha: 
~ man anfwered the,king, For the man whom the 
‘king delighteth to honour, 8 Let the royal ap- 
Rate be brought which the king u/eth to wear, 
and the horfe that the king rideth upon, and 
the crown royal which is fet upon his head : 9 
And let this apparel and horfe be delivered to 
the hand of one of the king’ s moft noble princes, 
that they may, array the man witha/l, whom the 
king delighteth to honour, and bring him on 
-horieback through the ftreet of the city, and 
proclaim before him, Thus fhall it be done to 
the man whom the. king delighteth to honour. 
10 Then the king {aid to Haman; make hale, 
and take the apparel, and the horfe, as thou haft 
- faid, and do even fo to Mordecai the Jew, that 


eee at the king’s gate: let nothing fail of all 


~ that thou haft fpoken:’ 11 Then took Haman 


t ah pent a the horfe, and ane yet Morde- 
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~ that; and he could tell the king, 
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cai, and brought hint on horfeback t! rough the 
treet of the city, and proclaimed before him, 
Thus fhall it be done unto.the man whom the 
king delighteth to honour. 


It is now morning, and people begin to ftir. 

1, Haman is fo impatient to get Mordecai hanged, that he. 
comes early to court, to be ready at the king’s levee, before a- 
ny other-bufinefs was brought before him, to get.a warrant for 
his execution, ver. 4. aphich ‘he doubts not to hate at the firft 
word. The king would gratify him ina greater thing than 
that he was fo confident of 
the juftice of his requeft, and the king’s favour to him ia it, 
that he had got the gallows ready, one word from the king 
would complete his fatisfadtion, 

2. The king 18 fo impatient to have Mordecai honoured, that 
he: fends to know who was in the court, that was fit to be em- 
ployed. in it, Word is brought him thar Flaman is in the court,. 
ver. 5. Let him come in, faith the king ; the fitte(t man to be 
made ufe of, both in direéting and in difpent ing: the king’s fa- 


your ; and the king knew nothing of any quarrel he had with 


Mordecai. Haman is brought in immediatelys proud of the 
‘honour done him, in beiag admitted into the king’s: bed-cham- 


; ber, as it fhould feem, defure he was up; for fet. the king bor 


give orders for the dignifying of Mordecai, and he will be. ealy 
in his mind, and try to fleep.. Now Haman thinks he has the 
faireft opportunity he could with for, to folicit again{t Morde- 
cai; but the king’s heart i is as full as his, aad it is ft he fhould 
foeak firft. é, 
3. The king afks Haman, how he fhoald exprefs-his facile 
to one whom: he had marked for a favourite. What /lall be 
done to the man whom the king delights to honour 2 ver. 6. Note,, 
It is agood property in kings and other fuperiors, to delight 
‘im beftowing rewards, atid not to delight i 1a panifhing. Parents 


_and mafters fhiould take a pleafure in commending and éncou- 


raging that which is good in thofe under their charge. 
4. Haman concludes he himfelf was the favourite intended, 
ey Geos prefcribes the higheft inflances of honour that 


could for once be beftowed upon a fubjett His proud heart . 


prefently fuggelted, To ehom will the king delight to do honour 
more than to myfelf ? None deferves it fo Well as {, thinks Ha- 
man, nor ftands fo fair for it. See how mens pride deceives 
them. 
there was caufe for. He thought none fo worthy of honour 

as himfelf; it is a foolith thing for us thus to think, ourfelves 
the only deferving perfons, or more deferving than any other, 

The deceitfulnefs of our own hearts appears in nothing fo much: 
as in the good conceit we have of ourfelves and our own per- 
formances, again{t which we fhould therefore conitantly watch. 
and pray. (2.) He hada better opinion of his intereft than: 
there was reafon for. He thought. the king loved and valued: 
‘nobody but himfelf, but was deceived. Othe ers. efteem of us, 
we fhould fufpeét.to be not fo great as it feems to be, or as we 


| are fometimes willing to believe it is, that we may noc thiok too. 
| well of ourfelves, nor place too much confidence in others. 


Now Haman thinks he is'carving out honour for himfe!, 


} and therefore doth it very liberally, ver. 8, 9. Nay, he dosir 
) it prefumptuoufly, preferibing honours too great to be conferred 
pik any fubject. 


That he muft be drefied in the royal robes, 
ar the royal crown, and ride the king’s own horfe; in hort, 


| fe muft appear in all the pomp-and grandeur of the king him- 
| felf, only he mult not carry the fceptre, the emblem: of power. 


He mnuft be: attended by one of the hing’s moft noble princes; 
that mult be his lacquey, and all the people mult be made to 


take notice of him, and.do him reverence; for-he nuft ve in 
cate 


a 


€t.) Haman had a better opinion of ‘his merits than. 
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ftate through the ftreets, and it muft be proclaimed before him 
for his honour, and the encouragement of allto feek the raler’s 
favour, thus fhall it be done to the: man whom the king delights to 
honour; which had the fame iotention with that which was pro- 
clataag before Jofeph, dow rhe knee; for every good. fubject 
will honour thofe w soe the king delights to honour. And 
thall not every good Chriftian then basis thofe whom the 
King of kings delights to honour, and call the /aints which are 
on the earth the excellent onet. 

3. Lhe king confounds him with a pofitive order, that he 
“thould immediately go himfelf, and pat all this honour upon 
Mordecai the Jew, ver. 10. If the king had but faid, as Ha- 
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man expected, thou art the man, what a fair opportunity would | 


he have had to do the errand he came on, and to have defired, 
thats to grace the folemnity of his. triumphs, Mordecai, his 
{worn enemy, might be hanged at the fame time? but. how Js 
he thunder-{truck when the king bids him not order all this to 
be done, but to do it himfelf to Mordecai the Jew, the very 
man he hated above all men, and whofe ruin he was now de- 
figning. Now, it is to no.purpofe to think of moving any thing 
to the king againft Mordecai, when he is the man whom the 
hing delights to honour. Solomon faith, The heart of the king 
is tnfear habla Prov. xxy. 3.3. but it is not,unchangeable. 

6. Haman dares not difpute, nor fo much as feem to diflike 
the king’ s order, but with the greateft regret and reluétancy i- 
me aginable, brings it to Mordecai, who, I fuppofe, did no more 
cringe to Haman now than he had done, valuing his counter- 
feit refpe&ts no more than he had valued his concealed malice, 
The apparel is brought, Mordecai is dreffed up, and’ rides in 


ftate through the city, under the notion of the king’s favourite, - 


ver. 11. It is hard-to fay which of the two. put a greater force 
upon himfelf; proud Haman in putting this honour upon Mor- 
decal, or Lambie Mordecai in accepting it: the king would 
have it fo, and both muft fubmit. Upon this account it was 
agreeable to Mordecai, as it was an indication of the king’s fa- 
your, and gave hope that Ether would prevail for the eae. 
of the edit again{t the Jews. 


124 And Mordecai came apain to site king’s 
"gate: ‘but Haman hafted to his houfe, mourn- 
‘ing, and having his head covered, 1 3 And Ha- 
man told Zerefh his wife and all his friends, e- 
very thing that had befallen him.-- Then faid 
his wife men, and Zereth his wife unto him, If 
Mordecai be of the feed of the Jews, before 
~ whom thou haft begun to. fall, thou fhalt. not 
_ prevail againft him, but fhalt furely fall before 
him. 14 ‘And while they were yet talking with 
him, came the ea s chamberlains, arid hafted 


to bring Haman unto the banquet that Efther 


had prepared. 


“We may here eee 

1. How little Mordecai was puffed up with his advancement. 
He came again to the king’s gate, ver. 12. he returned to his 
place, and the duty of it immediately, and minded his buf nefs 
as clofe as he had done before. Honour is well beftowed on 


thofe that are not made. proud_and idle by it, and will not think | 


themfelves above their bufinefs. 
2. ow much Hanian was calt down with his dif: rake. 


ment. ‘He could not bear'it 5 to wait upon any man, efpecially _ 


Mordecai, and at. this time, when he hoped to have hen him 
hanged, \as enough to break fuch a proud heart as he had. He 
Aa oe houfe mourning, nd apie his head covered, as~ 


\ 


| is feen in timing the means of his church’s deliverance, 
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one that looked upon himfelf fank, and.in a Manner condemits 
ed. What harm had it done him to ftoop thus. to Mordecai ? Ba 
Was he ever the worfe for it? Was it not what he himfelf  ~ 
propofed to bé done by one of the hing’s moft noble princes: ? Why 
then fhould he grudge to do it himfelf? But that will break. a, 
prond man’s heart, which would not break. a humble man’ 3. 
flee 

si Hee his doom was, out of this event, read him by his 
wife and his friends ; if Mordecai be, as they fay he is, of - the 
feed of the Fews, before whom thou hafl begun to fall, though — 
but in a point of houour, never expect to prevail againft him, 
for shou jhalt furely fall before him, ver. 13. Miferable com- 
forters are they all; they did not advife bim to repent, and afl, | 
Mordecai’s pardon for his ill defign again{t him, but foretel his 
deftiny as fatal and unavoidable. ‘Two things they forefee, (1 2) 
- That Haman would be di/appointed in his enterprife againft the — 
- Jews : thou fhalt aot. prevail, to root out that people ; heaven 
plainly fights againft thee. (2.) That he himfelf would-be de- — 
_ ftroyed, thou fbalt furely fall beft ore him. ‘The contelt between 
Michael and the dragon will not be adrawn 1 battle, no, “Haman <s 
mult fall. before. “Mozdecai. 'T-wo- things they ground. their — cf 
prognottications upon. Ea. ] This Mordecai is of the feed of 
the Fes 5 feeble: Jews, their enemies fometimes called them, 
but. formidable Jews they fometimes found them. They area 
holy feed,- a praying feed, in covenant with God, anda feed 
that the Lord hath all-along bleffed, and therefore let not their 
enemies expect to triumph over them. [2.] That he had wae ; 
gun to fall, and therefore he is certainly a gone man. It has 
been obferved of great court-favourites, that when once they = 
have been frowned upon, they -have fallen all before them, as 
faft as they rofe ; it is true of the church’s enemies, when God 
begins with them, he will make an 1 end. As for God, his works 
isepenteth: 420% LEE 

4. How feafonably he was now oe ee to the banquet that 
Either had prepared, ver. 14, He thought it feafonable, in 
hopes it would revive his drocping {pirits, and fave his fi inking 
honour: But really it was feafonable, becaufe his fpirits bein 
broke by this fore difappointment, he might the eafier be run 
down by Efther’s complaints againft him. The wifdom of God © 


- 


manifett his own glory. 


ms 


ph We CHAP. vi ‘f 

We are now to attend the fecond banquet to ys he hag 
and Haman were invited: and there, 1. Ejiher. pre, 
her petition | to the king for her life, pole the hfe of 
ple, ver. 1,—4- IL. Sée ploinly tells the kin 
‘was the man who defigned her ruin, and the 
friends, vet. 5,—6. 111. The hing thereupon; 
for the bangirg of Haman upon the . gallows 
prepared for Mordecai, which. was. da: 
4,—10. And i thus, by the de fprudii 

Step was taken towards the defeating 


| © O-the ‘king and Haman c 
with Efther the queen, 2 
again to Efther, on the 
banquet. of. wine, ‘What is 
Efther ? and it fhall be gre 
is thy requeft?, and_it fh 
to the half of the kingdor 
queen anfwered and { 
in thy fight O | rf 
| let my life be > given me at my 


Oy > 


es 


oe 


ue 
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people-at my requeft.. 4 Fdér we are fold, | and 


my people, tobe deftroyed, to be flain, and to pe- 


rith : but if we had been fold for bond-men and 


bond-women, I had held my tongue, although 


the enemy could not countervail the king’s da- 


mage, 5 { Then the king Ahafuerus an{wered — 


and faid unto Efther the queen, Who is he? and 

where is he that durft prefume in his heart to do 
- fo? 6 And Etther faid,; The adverfary and ene- 

my, is this wicked Haman. Then Haman was 

afraid before the king and the queen. 

_ The king in humour, and Haman out of humour, meet at 

Efther’s table. Now here, 

41. The king urgeth Ether a third time to tel! him what her 
requeft was, for he longed to know, and repeats his promife, 
that it fhould be granted, ver. 2. If the king had now forgot 
that Efther had an errand to him, and had not again afked 
what it was, fhe could {carce have known how to renew it her- 
felf; but he was mindful of it, and now was bound with the 
threcfold cord of a promife thrice made to favour her. 

2. Efther at length furprifeth the king with a petition, not 


for wealth or honour, or the preferment: of fome of her friends to- 


fome high poft, which the king expected, but for the prefervation 
of herfelf and her countrymen from death and deftrugion, ver. 
3,4. Even a ftranger, a criminal, fhall-be permitted to petition 
for his life. But that a friend, a wife, fhould-have occafion to 
prefent fuch a petition, was very affecting: Let my life be gi- 
ven me at my petition, and my people at my requeft. Two things 


~ befpeak lives very precious, and fit to be faved, if innocent, at 


any expence. (1.) Majefty. If it be a crowned head that is 
- ftruck at, itis time to ftir. Efther’s was fo; Let my life be gi- 


wert me: If thou halt any affection for the wife of thy bofom, | 
now is a time to fhew it; for that is the life that lies at ftake. - 


{2.) Multitude. If they be many livesy very many, and -thofe 

no way forfeited, that are aimed at, no time fhould be loft, nor 
_ pains {pared to prevent the mifchief. It is not a friend or two, 

but my people, a whole nation, and a nation dear to me; for 
she faying of whith I now intercede. 

_ Te move the king the more, fhe fuggelts, (1.) That the and 


her people were bought and fold. ‘They had not fold themfelves- 


_by any offence again{t the government, but were fold to gratify 
the pride and revenge of one man. (2.) That it was not their 


~ hberty only, but their liyes that were fold. Had we been fold 


(faith the) into flavery, I would not have complained, for in 


time we might have recovered our liberty, though the king 
_ would have made but an ill bargain of it, and not have increafed 


_ bis wealth by our price... Whatever had been paid for us, the 
lofs of fo mawy induftrious hands out of his kingdom, would 
~ have been more damage to the treafury than the price would 
countervail. ‘To perfecute good people is as impolitic as it is 
impious, and a manifeft wrong to the interelts of princes and 


ftates; they are weakened and impoverifhed by it. But this’ 


was not the cafe. We are fold (faith the) to be deftroyed, to be 
Slain, and to perifo, and then it is time to fpeak. She refers to 


_ the words of the decree, chap. iii. 13. which aimed at nothing 


_ fhort-of their deftruétion, this would touch in a tender part, 


# 


. if there were any fuch in the king’s heart, and would bring 


HEP togelents  <.aee cure ete 
3. The king ftands ‘amazed at the remoni{trance, and afks, 
ver. 5. Whos he, and where is he, that durft prefume in his 
heart to do fo? What, contrive the murder of the queen and 
all her friends? Is there fuch a man? fach a montter rather 


in mature? Who is.be, and where it he, whofe heart has filled 


“Vou. I. 


5 
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him to do fo? Or, who hath filled bis heart; he admires, (1.) 
That any one fhould be fo bad as to think fucli a thing ; Satan 
certainly filled his heart. (2.) ‘That any on fhould be fo bold 
as to do fuch a thing ; fhould have his heart fo fully fet in him 


- to do wickedly ; fhould be fo very daring? Note, [1.] It is 


hard to imagine there fhould be fuch horrid wickednels com. 
mitted in the world as really there is. Who, where is he, that 
dares, prefumes, to. queftion the being of God and his provi- 
dence, to banter his oracles, profane his name, perfecute his 


people, afd yet bid defiance to his wrath? Such there are, to 


think of whom is enough to make horror rate hold of us; Pfal. 
cxIX. 53. 2. ]} We fometimes ftartle at the mention of that 
evil, which yet we ourfelves are chargeable with. Abhafuerus: 
is amazed: at that wickednefs, which he himfelf was guilty of : 
for he confented to that bloody edi@ againtt the Jews. Thou 
art the man, might Efther too truly have faid. s 

4. Efther plainly charges Haman with it before his face : 
here he is, let him fpeak for himfelf, for therefore he is invited. 
The adverfary and enemy is this wicked Haman, ver. 6. It is 
he that has defigned our murder, and, which is worfe, has 
bafely drawn the king ia to be particeps criminis, ignorantly a- 
greeing to it. 

5+ Haman is-foon apprehenfive of his dangers He was a- 
fraid before the king and the queen ; and it was time for him to 
fear, when the queen was his profecutor, the king his judge, 
and his own confcience a witnefs againft him; and the furpri- 
fing operations of Providence again{t him that-fame morning, 
could not but increafe his fear. Now he hag little joy of his 
being invited to the banquet of wine, but finds himfelf in {traits, 
when he thought himfelf in the fulne/s of his Sufficiency. He is 
capt into a net by his own feet. 

7 § And the king arifing from the banquet 
of wine in his wrath, went into the palace-gar- 
den ; and Haman ftood up to make requeft for 
his life to Efther the queen: for he faw that there 
was evil determined againft him by the king. 
8 Then the king returned out of the palace-gar- 


den, into the place of the banquet of wine; and 


Haman was fallen upon the bed whereon Ether 
was. Then faid the king, Will he force. the 


queen alfo before me in the houfe? As the word 
went out of the king’s mouth, they covered Ha- 


man’s face. g And Harbonah, one of thé cham- 
berlains, faid before the king, Behold alfo the 


gallows fifty cubits high, which Haman had ~ 


made for Mordecai, who had fpoken good for 
the king, ftandeth in the houfe of Haman. Then 
the king faid, Hang’him thereon. ro So they 


hanged Haman on the gallows that‘he had pre- 


pared for Mordecar. Then was’ the king’s wrath 
pacified. 


Here, 1. The king retires in anger. He rofe from table in 
a great paflion, and went into the palace-zarden to cool himfelf, 
and to confider what was to be done, ver. 7. He fent not for 
his feven wife counfellors, who knew-the times, being afhamed 
to ‘confult with them about the undoing of that which ke had 
tafhly done without their knowledge or advice; but ke’ went 


~ to walk in the garden a-while, to compare in his thoughts what 


Efther had now informed him of, with what had formerly paf- 
fed between him and Haman. And wemay fuppofe him, (1.). 
5 U Vexed 
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Vexed at himfelf that he fhould be fach’a fool, as to doom a 


guiltlefs nation to deftrution,, and his own queen among the ~ 


reft, upon the bafe fuggeltions of a felf-feeking man, ‘without 
examining the truth of his allegations. - They that do things 
with a felf-will, refle& upon them afterwards with a felf-re- 
proach. {2.) Vexed at Haman, whom he had laid in his bo- 
iom, that he fhould be fuch a villain as to abufe his intereft in 
him, to draw hima to confent to fo ill-a thing... When he faw 
himfelt betrayed by.one he had careffed, he was full of indig- 
nation at him, yet would fay nothing, till he had taken time for 


iecond thoughts, to fee whether they would make the matter - 


Ps 


better or worfe than it firll appeared, that he might proceed _ 
accordingly. When we are angry, we fhould paufe a while, 
before we come to any refolution, as thofe that have a rule o- 
ver our own fpirits, and are governed by reafon. 

2. Haman becomes a humble petitioner to the queen for his 
life. Ele might eafily perceive by the king's hafty flying out 
of the room, that there was evil de‘ermined againf} him. For 
the wrath of a king, fach aking, is gs the rearing of a lion, 
and as meffengers of death ; and now fee, (1.) How mean Ha- 
nian looks, when he ftands up firft, and then falls down at Eft: 
her’s feet, to beg fhe would fave his life, and take all he had. 
They that are moft haughty, infolent, and imperious, when 
they are in power and profperity, are commonly the moft ab- - 
ject and poor fpirited, when the wheel turns upon them. Cow- 
ards, they fay, are moft cruel, and then con{cientioufnefs of 
their cruelty makes them the more cowardly. (2.) How great 
Efther looks, who of late had been negleéted, and doomed to 
the flaughter, tanquam ovis, now her {worn enemy owns that he 
lies at her mercy, and begs his life at her hand. ‘Thus did 


| God-regard the low cftate of his handmaiden, and featter the proud 


2u the imagination of their hearts, Luke i. 48, 51. ‘And com- 


pare with this that promife made to the Philadelphian church, 


_ Rev. int. 9. 1 will make them of the fynagogue of Satan to come 


and to worfbip before thy feet, and to know that I have loved 
thee. "The day 1s coming when: thofe that hate and perfecute 
“God's chofen ones, would gladly be beholden to them: Give 
us of your oil; Father Abraham, fend Lazarus ; The upright 
Shall have dominion in the morning, =. 

3+ The king returns yet more exafperated againft Haman. 


The more he thinks of him; the worfe he thinks of him, and » 
 < -of what he had done. 
~ man faid and-did, even that which was moft criminal, was taken 


It was but lately, that every thing Ha- 


well, and conftrued to his advantage; now, on the contiary, — 


_ what Haman«did, that was not only innocent, but a fign of re- 


pentance, is ill taken, and, without colour of reafon, conftrued 
to his difadvantage. © He lay in terror at Efther’s feet, to beg 
for his life: What? faith the king, will he force the queen alfo 


_ before me in the houfe ? Not that he thought he had any fuch 
intention, but having been mufing on Haman’s defign to flay 


Ye 


‘the queen, and finding him in this poflure, he takes occafion 


_. from it thus to vent his paflion again{t Haman, as a man that 


would not flick at the greateft.and moft impudent piece of 
wickednéfs. He defigned to flay the queen, and to flay her © 
with me in the houfe, will he in like manner force her ?. What, 
ravifhober firft, and then murder her? He that had a defign 
upon her life, may well be fufpedted to have a defign upon her 
Chaftity. foo. 7) 
‘4. Thofe about him were ready to be the inftruments of 
his wrath. The courtiers that adored Haman when he was 
the rifing fun, fet themfelves as much againft him now he is a 
falling (tar, and are even glad of an occafion to run him down,. 
fo little Gre can proud men be of the intereft they think they 
have. (.) As foon as the king {pake an angry word, they 
covered Eiuman’s face, as a condemned man, not worthy any 
more either\to fee the king, or to be feen by him ; they imark- 


iy ay is & 
Chap. VITe 


+ : tee 
ed him for execution. ‘Thofe that are hanged, commonly have. 
their faces covered. See how ready the fervants were to take 
the firft hint of the king’s mind in this matter. Turba Reme 
Jequilur fortunam ut femper-et odit damnatos. \f Taman be go= 
ing down, they all cry, down with him. (2.) One of them — 
that had been lately fent to Haman’s houfe, to fetch him to» — 
the banquet, informed the king of the gallows which Haman 
had prepared for Mordecai, ver. 9. Now Mordecat is the fa-.. 
vourite, the chamberlain applauds him, he /poke good for the 
king, and Haman being in difgrace, every thing is taken notice 

of that might make again{t him, incenfe the king againft him, 
and fill up the meafure of his iniquity.. if Bi sek eek 
5. The king gives orders that he fhould be hanged upon his 
own gallows, which was done accordingly, and he was not fo. 
inch as afked what he had to fay, why this judgment fhou!d. 
not be pafled upon him, and execution awarded. . The fen- 
tence is fhort, hang him thercon s and the execution {peedy, fa 
they hanged Haman on the gallows, ver. 10. See. here, (4) 
Pride brought down. He that expedted every one todo him 
reverence, is now made. an ignominious {peétacle to the world, 
and himfelf facrificed to juftice, who difdained that lefs than a~ 
whole nation fhould be facrificed to his revenge. God refifls , 
« the proud, and thofe whom he refifts will find him irrefiftible. 
(2.) Perfecutign punifhed. Haman was upon many accounts © 
a wicked man, but his enmity to God’s church was his mofk 
provoking crime, and for that the God to whom vengeance bes 
longs, here reckons with him, and though his plot was defeat» 
ed, gives him according to the wickedne/s of bis endeavours, Pal. 
xxvill. 4.. (3.) Mifchief returned upon the perfon himfelfthar 
contrived it; the wicked Jnared in the work of his own hands, 
Pfal. vil. 15, 16.ix. 15,36, Haman jultly hanged on the 
fame gallows he had unjuftly prepared for Mordecai. If he 
had not fet up that gallows, perhaps the king would not. have. 
thought of ordering him to be hanged; but ifhe rear a gallows. 
for the man whom the king delights to honour, the humour. is” 
very natural, that he fhould be ordered to try it himfelf,- and 
fee how it fits him, fee how he likes it. The enemies of 
God’s church have often been thus taken in their own.,craftie 
nefs. Inthe morning Haman was defigning himfelf for the _ 
robes, and Mordecai for the gallows, but the tables are turned. | 
Mordecai has the crown, Haman the: crofs. . The Lord is’ 
known by fuch judgments which he executeth, Sce Proy. Mile: 
So XE TBs Ge “Fr ° fot sge. Pak 
Lafily, The fatisfation which the king had in.this execu. 
tion: Then was the king’s wrath pacified, and not. tillsthens 
As well pleafed was ‘he, in ordering Haman tobe hanged, as 
in ordering Mordecai to be honoured. Thus fhall it be. dohe 
to the man whom the king delights to take vengeance, on. 
God faith of wicked men, Ezek. v. 1 3. £ will. caufe my fury 
to. refl upon them, and I wall be comfortedes so pho 5. ohh ta 
7 / x Noa mh - arr Te ay Pa 
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We left the plotter hanging, and are now to fee what becomes. 
of bis plot. 1, His plot was to raife am efiate for him os 2 : 
and all bis fate being confifcated for treafon, is “given ke." 
Efther and Mordecai, ver. 1,2. We His plot was to ruin 
the Fews.s and as to that, (1.): Efther earnef}ly intercedes 
Sor the reverfing of the edi& againft them, ver. Z--6. (2.) 
Is iv tn oft dine by qnotber. edit bere publifed, ene 
| powering the Jews to hand up in their own defence again, a 
theur enemies, ver. P14. (3.). This occafions great joy to 


the Jews, and all their friends, vets 155—19. wae dea 


QO. that day did the king Ahafuerus i give 
NF pe houfe of Haman the Jews enemy, 
unto Either the queen: and Mordecai came 


Hof R, 


208 as before 


~ 
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2 And the king took off his 
ring which he had taken from Haman, and- gave 
tt unto Mordecai. And Efther fet Mordecai o- 
ver_the houfe of Haman, 


<< It-was but lately that we had Efther and Mordeeai in tears, 
in fears, but fafting and praying ; now let us fee how to: them 
there arofe light in darknefs. 


1. Here is Efther enriched. Haman was hanged as a trai- 


tor, therefore his eftate was forfeited to the crown, and the’ 


king gave it all to Efther, in recompenfe for the fright that 
wicked man had put her into and the yexation he had crea- 
ted her, ver. t. His houfes and lands,-goods and chattels, and 
all the money he had heaped up, while he was prime mini(ter 
of flate, which we may fuppofe was no little, is given to“Eft- 


her, it ts all her own, added to the allowance the already had. - 


" Thus is the wealth of the finner laid'up for the juft; and the 


_ the king did not know. 


- any advantage of his own. 


innocent divides the filver, Job .xxvi. 17, 18. 
would have done mifchief with, Efther will do good with; 
and eftates are to be valued as they are ufed. iE 

2. Mordecai advanced. His pompous proceflion this morn- 
ing through the ftreets of the city, was but a fudden’flath or 


blaze of honour; but here we haye more durable and gainful 


preferments to which he was raifed; which yet the other happi- 
ly made way for. Ti af 


1/1, He isnow owned as the queen’s coufin, which, till now, 
though Efther had been four years queen, for ought appears, 


Mordecai, ‘and fo far from being ambitious of a place at court, 
that he concealed his relation to the queen, and her obligations 
to him as her guardian, and never made ufe of her intereft for 
Who but: Mordecai could have 
taken fo little notice of fo great an honour? But now he was 
brought before the king, introduced as we fay, to kifs his hand: 
for now at length Ejther had told what he was to her, not on- 
ly near a-kin to her, but the beft friend the had in the world, 
who toek care of her when fhe was’an orphan; and one whom 


fhe {till refpeéted as a father. Now the king finds himfelf, for 


his wife’s fake, more obliged than he thought he had been, to 
delight in doing honour to Mordecai. How great were the 
merits of that man, to whom both king and queen did, in ef- 
fed, owe their lives: Being brought before the king, to him 
no doubt he bowed, and did reverence, though he would not 
to Haman an Amalekite. f qe 

. 2dly, The king makes him lord privy-feal in the room of 


' Haman; all the traft he had repofed in him, and all the power 


he had given him, is here transferred to Mordecai; for the 


‘: ring which he had taken from Haman, he gave to Mordecai, 


end makes this trufty humble man as much his favourite, his 


- confident and his agent, as ever that proud perfidious wretch ; 
_ a happy change he made of his bofom-friends, and fo, no doubt, 


he and his people foon found it. 

3d4, The:queen makes him her fteward, for the manage- 
“ment of Haman’s eftate, and for getting and keeping poflefhon 
of it. She fet Mordecai over the houfe of Haman, See the 
vanity of laying up treafure upon earth ; he that Aeapeth up 
riches, knoweth not who fall gather them, Pfal. xxxix. 6. not 


- only whether he:fball be a wife man or a fool, Eccl, ti. 19. but 


whether he fhall be a friend or an enemy. With what little 
pleafure, nay, with what conftant vexation would Haman have 


looked upon his eftate, if he could have forefeen that Mordecai, 


the man he hated above all men in the world, fhould have 


“rule over all that wherein he had laboured, and thought he fhew- 
ed himfelf wife! It is our intereft therefore, to.make fure.thofe | 


. See & 


~ before the king; for Efther had told what he 
was unto her. 


What Haman— 


So humble, fo modeft a man was - 


§gi 
riches which will not be left behind, but will go with us te a: 
nother world. 

3 § And Efther fpake yet again before the 
king, and fell down at his feet, and befoucht 
him with tears, to put away the mifchief of Ha- 
man the Agagite, and his device that he had 


deviled again{t the Jews. 4 Then the king held 


out the golden {ceptre toward Efther. So Ea- 
her arofe, and ftood before the king, 5 And 
faid, If it pleafe the king, and if I have found 
favour in his fight, and the thing /eem right be- 
fore the king, and I de pleafing in his eyes ; let 


“it be written to reyerfe the letters devifed by 


Haman the fon of Hammedatha the Agagite, 


‘which he wrote to deftroy the Jéws, which are 


in all the king’s provinces: 6 For how can I 
endure to fee the evil that fhall come unto my 
people ?: or how can I endure to fee the deftruc- 
tion of my kindred? 7 q¢ Then the king Aha- 
fuerus fuid unto Efther the queen, and to Mor= 


--decai the Jew, Behold, have given E{thet the 


houfe of Haman, and him they have hanged up- 
on the gallows, becaufe he laid his hand upon 
the Jews. 8 Write ye alfo for the Jews, ds it 
liketh you, in the king’s name, and -feal 7t with 
the king’s ring: for the writing which is writ- 
ten in the king’s name, and fealed with the 
king’s ring, may no manreverfe. g Then were 
the king’s {cribes called at that time, in the third. 
month, (that 7s the month Sivan), off the three 
and-twentieth day thereof, and it was. written 
(according to all that Mordecai commanded) 
unto the Jews, arid to the lieutenants, and the 
deputies and rulers over the provinces which are 
from India unto Ethiopia, an hundred twenty 
and feven provinces, unto every province ac- 
cording to the writing thereof, and unto every 
people after their language, and to the Jews, 
according to their writing, and according to their 
language. 1o And he wrote in the king Aha- 
fuerus’ name, and fealed 7¢ with the king’s ring, 
and fent letters by pofts on horfeback, and riders 
on mules, camels, and young dromedaries: I1 
Wherein the king granted the Jews, which were 
in every city, to gather themfelves together, and — 
to ftand for their life, to deftroy, to flay, and to“ 
caufe to perifh all the power of the people and 
province, that would aflault them, doth little 
ones, and women, and #o take the fpoil of them 
for a prey: 12 Upon one day, in all the pro- 
vinces of king Ahafuerus, zamely, upon the thir- 
teenth day of the twelfth month, which is the 
month Adar. 13 The copy of the writing, for 


“a commandment to be given in every province, 


FA 2 was 


. 


fs Sey 
was publifhed unto all people, and that the 
Jews {hould be ready againft that day, to avenge 
themfelves on their enemies. 14 So’ the potts 
that rode upon mules and camels went out, be- 
ing haftened, and preffed on by the king’s com- 


mandment ; and the decree was given at Shu- 
than the palace. 
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Haman, the chief enemy of the Jews was hanged, Morde- © 
cai and Efther, their chief friends, were fufficiently protected ; 
‘but many others there were in the king’s @pminions, that ha- 
ted the Jews, and defired their ruin, and to their rage and ma- 
lice all the reft of that people lay expofed ; for the edi@ againft 
them was {till in force, in purfuance of which, their enemies 
would at the day appointed fall upon them, and they would 
be deemed as rebels again{t the King and his government, if 
they fhould offer to refift, and take up arms in their own de- 
fence: for the preventing of this, 


1. The queen here makes interceflion, with much affe@ion . 


and importunity. She ‘came a fecond time uncalled into the’ 
king’s prefence, ver. 3. and was, as before, encouraged to pre- 
fent her petition, 
to her, ver..4. And her petition is, the king having put away 
Haman, would put away the mifchief of Haman, and his de- 
vice againft the Jews, that that might not take place, now he 
was taken off. Many a man’s mifchief furvives him, and the 
-wickednefs he devifed is in the doing, when he is gone. What 
men project and write, may after their death be either very 
profitable or very pernicious : it was therefore requifite, in this 
cafe, that for the defeating of Haman’s plot, they fhould apply 
themfelves to the king for a further a@ of grace; that by ano- 
ther edict he would reverfe the letters devifed by Haman, and 
which he wrote, (fhe doth not fay, which thé king confented 
to, and confirmed with his own feal, fhe leaves it to his own 
confcience to fay that), by which he took an effe@ual. courfe 
to deflroy the Fews in all the king’s provinces, ver. 5... If the 
king were indeed, as he feemed to be, troubled that fuch a de- 
cree was made, he could not do lefs than revoke it.’ For 
what is repentance, but undoing, to the utmoft of our power, 
what we have done amifs? Be 
iff, This petition Ether prefents with great affection. _ She 
| fell down at the king’s fect, and befought him with tears, ver. 3. 
Every tear as precious as any of the pearls with which the was 
adorned. It was time to be earneft when the church of God 
Jay at ftake. Let none be fo great as to be unwilling to ftoop, 
none fo merry as to be unwilling to weep, when thereby they 
may do any fervice to God’s church and people. Efther, 
_ thongh fafe herfelf, fell down, and begged with tears for the 
deliverance of her people. , oS 
2dly, She expreffeth it with great fubmiffion, and a mighty 
deference to the king, and his wifdom and will, yer. eee a 
at pleafe the king, and iif I have found favour in his Sight, and 
again if the thing itfelf feem right and reafonable before the= 
king, and if I that alk it, be pleafing in his eyes, let the decree 
* be reverfed,. Even then, when we have never fo much reafon 
and juftice on our fide, and have never fo clear a caufe to 
plead, yet it becomes us to fpeak to our betters with humility 
and modefty, and all poflible expreffions of refpect, and not ~ 
talk like demandants, when we are fupplicants. “There is no- 
thing loft by decency and good breeding. As Soft anfwers 
_ turn away wrath, fo fof afkings obtain favour. Re ae 
3dly, She enforceth her petition with a pathetical pleas for 
how can I endure to fee the evil that fall come upon. my people > 
Little comfort can T liave of my own life, if I cannot prevail. 
for theirs: as good hare in the eyil myfelf, as {ce it come up: 


ER Ree 


_ Tender fpirits cannot bear to think of the deftrnétion of their 


by the king’s holding out the golden {ceptre _ 


favours of that old prefumption which: ruined us all, we will 


| Cugus oft infiruere, ejus eft defiruere. 


*fectual fecurity. The king fhews them that he had done enough 
| already to convince them, that he had a concern for the Jew- 


caufe be laid his hand upon the Fews, ver: ae and therefore te 


_nine months ‘before the time {et for its execution. 


| and laws be locked up from his fervants in an unknown tong: 
It was to be directed to the proper officers of every province 


» onthe day which was appointed for their defruétion, to draw. — 


Chap: VI, 


Re - row fe 
on them ; for how can J endure to Jee the deftrudtion of my kine 
dred, that are dear to me? Efther,’ a queen, owns her poor 
kindred, and {peaks of them with avery tender concern. Now | 
it was, that fhe mingled her tears with her words, that She. 
awept and made fupplication.. We read of no tears: when the = 
begged for her own life, but now fhe was fure of that, fhe. 
wept for her people. Tears of pity and tendernefs are the 
moft Chriit-like. They that are truly concerned for the pubs 
lic, would rather die in the laft ditch, than live to fee the de-. f. 
folations of the church of God, and: the ruin of their country. 


people and kindred; and therefore dare not omit any oppor=: 
tunity of giving them relief. jie one Bt 
_ 2. The king here takes a courfe for the preventing of the — 
mifchief that Haman. had defigned.- : arasdie aise as 
iff, The king knew and informed the queen, that, ~accord- 
ing to the conititution of the Perfian government, the former 
edict could not be revoked, ver. 8, What is written in.the 
king’s name, and fealed with the king’s ring, may. not, under. 
any pretence whatfoever, be reverfed. This was a fundamen-. 
tal article of their magna charta, that no law or decree, when. — 
once it had paffed the royal affent, could be repealed or recall. 
ed, no. judgment vacated, no_attainder reverfed, Dan. vic 15s 
which is fo far from. {peaking the wifdom and honour of the. 
Medes and Perfians, that really it fpeaks their pride and. folly, 
and confequently their fhame.. It is ridiculous in itfelf, for ae 
hy man, or company of men, to pretend fuch an infallibility of 
wifdom, as to forefee all the confequences of what they de- 
cree; and’ therefore it is unjuft, and injurious to mankind, tor > 
claim fuch a fupremacy of power, as te make their decrees ir- 
revocable, whether the confequences prove good or bad. Fhis-. 


be as gods. Much more prudent is that provifo of our confti. 
tution, that no law can, by any words or fahctions whatfoever, 
be made unrepealable, no more than any eftate unalienable. 
It is God’s prerogative - 
not to repent, and to fay what can never be altered or unfaid. 

2dly, Yet he found an expedient to undo the device of Ha- 
man, and defeat his defign, by figning and publifhing another” 
decree, to authorize the Jews to ftand upon their defence, pint 
vi repellere, et invaforem occidere. And this would be theit ef _ 


ifh nation; for he had ordered his favourite to be hanged, Be-. 2.3) 

a 
would do the utmoft he could to prote@ them; and leaves it! 
as fully with Efther and Mordecai, to ufe his name and power 
for their deliverance, as before he had left it with Haman, to ” 
ufe his name and power for their deftrution, Write for the’ Jews 
as it liketh you, ver. 8. faving only the honour of ‘our conititu- * 
tion. Let the mifchief be put away as effe@tually as may be,” 
without reverfing the letters. ORM are “ORS Fyre Pees 

The fecretaries of {tate were ordered to attend, to draw up — 

this ediét, on the twenty-third day of the third month, ver, 9.) 
about two months after the promulgation of the former, but 


Te was to 
be drawn up and publifhed in the refpective languages of allthe. 
provinces. Shall the fubjeés of an earthly prince have his di 

crees in a language they underftand, and thall’ ‘God's. oracles 


both to the jultices of peace, and to the deputy-lieutenants. It _ 
was to be carefully difperfed througbout all the ‘king’s domi-. 
nions, and true copies fent by expreffes to all the provinces. 


The purport of this decree was to commiffion the Jews, up- 
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Chap. VII. 


together in a-body for their own defence. “And (1.) To 
ftand for their life, that whoever affaulted them, it might be at 
their peril. ~(2.)-They might not only act defenfively, but 
might defroy and flay, and caufe to perifh, all the power of the 
people that would affault them, men, women, and children, ver. 
ri. and thus to avenge them/elves on their enemies, ver. 13.; 
and af they pleafed to enrich themfelves by their enemies, for 
they were empowered to take the fpoil of. theni for'a prey. 


Now, [1.} This*fhewed his kindnefs to the Jews, and fufhe - 


ciently provided for their’ fafety ; for the latter decree would 
be looked upon as ‘an implicit revocation ofthe fornier, though 
“not exprefs.- But, [2.] lt fhews the abfurdity of that branch 
of their conftitution, that none of the king’s edidts might be 
repealed 5) for it‘laid the king here under a nieceflity of enad- 
ing a civil war in his own dominions, betwéen the ‘Jews and 


. theirenemies: ‘fo that both fides took up arms by: his authori- 
tyyand-yet*dgainfthis*authority. ~No- better’ could’ come ‘of® 


mens pretending to be wife above what is given them. “Great 


expeditionowas ufed in difperfing this decree, the king himfelf | 


being:in ‘pain, left it fhould come too late, and any mifchief 
fhould be done to the Jews, by virtue of the former decree, 
before the notice of this‘arrived : it was theréfore by the king’s 
commandment, as well'as Mordecai’s, that the meflengers were 


haftedi and ‘preffed ‘on; ver. rq. and had {wift-beatts provided " 
It was not time'to trifle when fo many lives'’ 


themy, vers 10. 
were in danger. 
"15 F And Mordecai went out from the pre: 
fence of the king, in royal apparel-of blue and 
white; and with a great crown of gold, and 


with a garment of fine linen, and purple; and 


_ the city of Shufhan rejoiced and was glad; 16.. 


a The Jews, had light and. gladnefs, and. joy, and:, 
‘honour. + 


17 And in:every province, and im e- 
very city, whitherfoever the king’s command- 
ment afid his decree’ came, the Jews had joy. 

_and gladnefs,.a, feaft and a-good day: and ma-. 


\ ‘ny,of the people of the land became Jews; for 
_ the-fear of the: Jews fell upon them: 


vous snob ban 


. Te was but a fev’ days ago, that.we had Mordecai in {ack- 


cloth, and, al the Jews in forrow ; but here is-a blefled change, 
Mordecai in purple, and all-the Jews in joy.. See. Plal. xxx. 
55> EDs La as 


hie | Let " 
= 4.,Mordecai in. purple, yer. 15. ., Having obtained an.or- 


der for the relief of ail the Jews, he, was eafy, parted with his. 
mourning weeds, and put, on/the royal apparel ‘which. either 
belonged to his place, or which the, king appointed him as.a 
favourite. His robes: were rich, blue-and. white, of fine linen: 
and purple ; fo was his coronet, it was of gold. -Thefeare 
things not. worth taking notice of, but as they. were marks: of 
the king’s favour, and that the fruit. of God’s favour to his 
church. It is welt with a Jand, when the. enfigns : of | dignity, 
are made the ornaments of ferious piety.. The city of Shufhan 


was fenfible of its advantage by. the preferment, of Mordecai,: . 


and therefore rejoiced and was glad, not only pleafed in general. 
with the advancement of virtue, but. promifing themfelves. in; 
particular better times, now fo good a man.was intrufted: with 
power. e 
15 fhouting, Proy. xi. 10. Mordecai was,preferred, and. when, 
the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice. $a) 


2. The Jews in joy, ver. 16, 17. The Jews, that -a-while 
' ago were under a dark cloud, dejected and difgraced, now had 
light and gladnefs, joy and honour, a feafl anda. good day 3 if 


Be St De Ae Ee. RY- 


Haman was hanged, and when the wicked peri/h there . 
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they had not’been threatened, andin diftrefs, they had not had 
occafion for this extraordigary joy. ‘Therefore God’s people 
are made to /ow in tears fometimes, * that they may reap in fo. 
much the more joy. The fuddennefs and ftrangenefs of the turn 
of affairs in their favours, added much to their joy; they were 
like them that dream ; then was their mouth Jilled with laughter, 
*Pfalivexxvk aipgise aes - 

One good effe& of this deliverance was, that many of the 
people of the land, that were confiderate, fober, and well inclin- 
ed; Became “Fews, were profelyted to the Jewith religion, re- 
nounced idolatry, and worfhipped’ the true God only. Ha- 


_ may thought to extifpate the Jews, but it proves in the iffue,.. 


that their numbers are’ greatly increafed; and many added to. 
the ‘church. Obferve, When the Féws had joy and gladnefs,. 
then many of the people of the land became Fews. The holy: 
cheatfulnefs of théfe that’ profefs réligion, isa great ornament. 
to thar profefhion, and will invite and encourage others to be. 
religious. “Phe reafon here given why fo many became Jews. 
at this time, is, becaufe the fear of the Fews fell upon them, 
When they obferved how wonderfully the divine providence 
had owned them, and'wrought for them in this critical junc- | 
ture, (1.) They thought them great, and thofe happy that. 
were'among them’; and therefore they came oyer to them, as, , 
was foretold; Zech. viii, 23.~° We will go with you ; for we. 
have heard, we lave fen, that God is with you, the /hield of, 
your help, and the Jword of your excellency, Deut, xxxiii.' 29. 
When the church profpers, and is {miled upon, many will come _ 
into it, that will be fhy of-it when it is in trouble. (2.) They. 


“thought them formidable. and thofe miferable that were againft 


them. They ‘plainly faw in Haman’s fate, that if-any offered. 
injury: to the Jews, it was at their peril ;-and therefore, for their, , 
own fecurity, they joined themfelves to them, It, is. folly to. 
think of contending with the God of Ifrzel ; and therefore. it 
_is wifdom to.think of fabmitting to him. . 


CHAP. Ix | 


We left two royal edias in force, both given at the court at. 


_ Shufhan, one bearing date the thirteenth’ day of the firfi. 
month, appointing, that-on the thirteenth day of the twelfth . 
month then next enfuing, all the Fews /hould be killed ; and 
another, bearing date the twinty-third day of the third 


month, empoaering the Jews, on the day appointed for. - 


their flaughter, to draw the {word in their own defence, . 
and make their part good againf) their enemies, as well as 
t Se mo. 2b 4 ee 
they could. Great expectation there, was, no doubt, of this. 
day, and the iffse of it. The Fews cause was ta be tried , 
oe i Wehen o 
by battle, and the day fixed for the combat by authority. « 


Their cnemics refolved not to lofe. the advantages given 


them by the fir/! edtél, in hope to overpower them by nugt-- 
bers. The Jews relied on the goodne/s of their God, and 
juice of thew cause, and refolved to make their utmop ef- 
forts-againf? their-enenies. . The, day comes at lengthy and. 
here we are told, 1, What a: glorious day it was that. 
year to the Fews, and the two days following a-day of 
victory and triumph, both in the city Shufkap, and in allt 
the ref of the king’s provinces, ver.1,—-19.,. U..What a 
memorable day it was made to pofterity, by an,anrual . 
feap, in commemoration of this great deliverance, called the 
Seafl of Purim, ver. 20,—32. ¥ ~* bo 
OW in the twelfth month (that zsthemonth — 
| Adar) on’ the ‘thirteenth day of the fame, 
when the king’s commandment and his decree’ 
drew near to;be put. in, execution, in the. day. 


_ that.the enemies of the Jews hoped. to have: 


powers 


iy SN 
power 6 verthem “CHouste it was turned*to the 
contrary, that the Jews had tule over'them that 


hated tem), 
together in their cities, throughout all the: pro- 


vinices of the king Ahafuerus, to lay hand on _ 


‘ fuch as fought their hurt; and no man could 
“withftand them : for the fear of them fell upon 
all people.. 3 And all the rulers of the provin- 
ces, and the latte and the deputies, and 
officers of the king, helped thesfews: becaufe 
the fear of Mordecai fell upon them. 4 For 
Mordecai was great in the king’s houfe, and his 
fame went out throughout all the provinces: 
for this man Mordecai waxed greater and great- 
er, 5 Thus the Jews {mote all their enemies 


with the ftroke of the fword, and flaughter and | 


deftruction; and did what they would unto thofe 
that hated them. 6 And in Shufhan the palace 
the fews flew and deftroyed five hundred men. 
er! And ‘Parfhandatha, and Dalphon, and Afpa- 
tha, § And Poratha, and Adaliah, and Arida- 
tha, g And Parmafhta, and Arifai, and Aridai, 
and Vajezatha, to The ten fons of Haman the 


‘fon of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, 


flew they; but on the fpoil laid they not their 
hand. sr On that~day, the number of thofe 
that were flain in Shufhan the palace, was 
brought before the king. 12 4 And the king 
faid unto Efther the queen, The Jews: have flain 


and deftroyed five hundred men in Shufhan the 


palace, and the ten fons of Haman; what have 
they done in the reft of the king’s provinces ? 
Now what is thy petition? and it fhall be. grant- 
ed thee: 
~ fhall be done. 13 Then faid Efther, If it pleafe 
- the king, let it be granted to the Jews which 
are in Shuthan, to do to-morrow alfo according 
unto this day’s decree, and let Haman’s ten fons 
~ be hanged upon the gallows. 14 And the king 
commanded it fo to be done; and the decree 


was: given: at Shufhan, and they hanged Ha- 
15 For the Jews that were 


-man’s ten fons. 
in Shufhan gathered themfelves together on the 


: fourteenth day alfo of the month Adar, and flew. 
three hundred men at-Shufhan; but on the prey . 


they laid not their hand. 16 But the other Jews 
that werein the king’s provinces, gathered them- 
felves together,and ftood for their lives,and had 
reft from their enemies, and flew of iheit foes 
feventy and five thoufand ; but they laid not 
their hands-on the prey. 17 On the thirteenth 
day of the month Adar, and on the fourteenth 
day of the fame, refted they, and made it a day 
of feafting and gladnels, 18 But the Jews that 


v7] F f 4 


2 The Jews gathered themfelyes’ 


| fourteenth day of the month Adar, a day of - 


_ paraphrafe faith, None appeared apainft the Jews but Amalek- 


Pace fight againft them, and thus they were infatuated 
‘to their own deftruction. 


head had fallen to the ground; but they cannot perfuade | them- 


or what zs thy requeft further? and it_ 


have done it; but being fo fupported, they {trove lawfully. ~ 


' eafy prey to ther enemies, but acting in concert, and gather. 
- ing together i in their cities, they ftrengthened ¢ one another, and. 
~ durft face their enemies. 


| they are fo defpicable, becaufe they are generally fo {elfith, a op 
_ they cannot incorporate ; and being under the curfe of difper- 


' could, they might, with. their ponders and wealth, , threaten the © 
_ moft potent ftates. ; 


| the influence of Mordecai. - 


“Chap. 1X. 


were at Shuthan, afl mbled together on the thir- 
teenth day eHerene. and on rhe fourteenth there. 
of; and on the fbéenth day of the fame they 4 
refted, and made it a day of feafting and glad. 
nets. 1g Therefore the Jews of ‘the villages, 
that dwelt in the unwalled towns, made the — 


Hae: Re a 


gladnefs and feafting, and a good day, and of 
fending portions one to another, 


We have here a decifive battle fought between the besa anes 
their enemiés, in which the Jews were victorious. Neither. 
fide were furprifed ; for both had notice of it long enough be. 
fore ; fo that it was a fair trial of fkill between them. Nor ~ ‘ 
could either fide call the other rebels 5 for they were both fup- ~ 
ported by the royal authority. 

1. The enemies of the Jews were the agoreffors. They 
hoped, notwithftanding the latter edict, to have power over thems, 
by virtue of the former, ver. 1. and made affaults upon them: > 
accordingly ; formed themfelyes into bodies, and joined ‘in con- “| 
federacy again{t them, to /eed their hurt, ver. 2. The Chaldee ~ - 


ites only, who were infatuated, and had their hearts hardened, ee 
as Pharaoh’s, againft I{rael, to take up arms to their own de- 
{truétion._ Some had fuch an inveterate implacable malice a- 
gainft the Jews, that Haman’s fall and Mordecai’s advance- 
ment, inftead of convincing them, did but exafperate them, and — 
make them the more outrageous, and refolute to cut all their ; 
throats. The fons of Hatien, particularly, vowed to avenge — 
their father’s death, and purfue ‘his defigns, which they call _ 
able and brave, whatever hazards they ran; anda flrong | pam a 
ty they had formed, both in Shufhan and in the provinces, in. 
otder hereunto. Fight they would, though they plainly aw = N 


If they would have fitten ftill, and — 
attempted nothing againft the people of God,.not a hair of their 


felves to-do that, . they mutt be meddling, though it prove to. 
their own ruin; and toll a burdenfome {tone, which. will, Te- 
turn upon them. 4 

2. Butthe Jews were the conquerors. That very day, when 
the king’s decree for their deftruction was to be put in execn- _ 
tion, and which’ the enemies thought would have been their 
day, proved God’s day, (Pfal. xxxvii. 93.), it was turned to — 
the contrary of what was expected, and the Fees had rule over 
them that hated them, ver. 1. We are here told, i ; 

vt, What the Jews did for themfelves, ver. 2. they ye ed 
themfelves together in their cities, embodied, and {tood upon their” 
defence, offering violence to none, but bidding defiance to’ all. 
If they had not had an edict to warrant them, they durft not 


Had they acted feparately, each family apart, they had been an 
Vis unita fortior. Thofe that write 


of the ftate of the Jews at this day, give this as the reafon why, 
‘though they are very numerous in many parts, and rich, 


fion, cannot unite; nor (as. here) “gather together, for ifthey 


2dlyy What the rulers of the provinces did for ee under 
Al the officers of the Kings ed 
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by the bloody edi&, were ordered to help forward their de- 
.  firuétion, chap. ili, 12, 13. conformed themfelves to the latter 
~ -ediét, (which being an eftoppel again(t an eftoppel, had fet the 
matter atJarge; and left them at liberty to obferve’ which they 
pleafed) and he/fed the Fees, which turned the fcale on their 

fide, ver. 3... The provinces would generally do as the’ rulers’ 

‘of the provinces, inclined ; and therefore their favouring the 
Jews would greatly further them: But why did they help 
them? not becavfe they had “any“kindnefs for them, bat‘be- 


caufe the fear of Mordecai fell upon them, he having manifettly ° 


the countenance both of God and the king. . They all faw it 

their intereft to help Mordecai’s friends, becaufe he was not 

a only great in the king’s houfe, and careffed by the courtiers, 
| as many are, who have no intrinfic worth to fupport their re- 
putation, but his fame for wifdom and virtue went out from 


/ +» upas-a great man; he was looked upon alfo as a thriving 
man, and one that waxed greater and greater, ver. 4. And 
thercfore, for fear of him, all the king’s officers helped: the 

_ Jews. fa 

_. © of good, many that fear not God, will ftand in awe of them. 

~ . gdly, What God did for tliem 5 he ftruck all people with a 
(fear of them, ver. 2. as the Canaanites were made afraid of If 

rael, Jofh. ii. 9. v. 1. fo that though they had fo much hard- 

inefs as to affault them, yet they had not courage to profecute 
the affanlt.” Their hearts failed them when they came to en- 
gage, and none of the men of might could find their hands. 
4thly, What execution they did hereupon, no man could 
withfland them, ver. 2. but they did what they would to thofe 
that. hated them, ver. 5. So {trangely were the Jews ftrength- 
ened and {pirited, and their enemies weakened and difpirited, 
that none of thofe who had marked themfelves for their de- 
 ftrndtion, efcaped, but they mote them with the flroke of the 

_. fword. . Particularly, — ast aa 

. . (1.) On the thirteenth day of the month Adar, they flew 

| _ inthe city Shuthan five hundred men, ver. 6. and the ten jons of 

_. . Haman, ver. 10. The Jews, when, on the feaft of Purim, they 


ES 


: read this book of Efther, oblige themfelves to read the names 
4 of Haman’s ten fons all in one breath, without any paufe, be- 
B. eaufe, they fay, they were all killed together, and all gave up 


And the -Chaldee paraphrafe faith, that when thefe ten were 


afterwards begged their bread from door to door. 
(2.) On the fourteenth day they flew in Shufhan three hun- 
dred more, who had efcaped the fword on the former day of 
execution, ver. 15. This Efther obtained leave of the king for 
them to do, for the greater terror of their enemies, and the ut- 


~ day, ver. r1. and told Efther, ver, 12. and afked her what 
; _ more fhe defired: nothing, faith fhe, but commiffion to do fuch 
another day’s work> Efther, furely, was none of the blood- 
___ thirfty, none of thofe that delight in flaughter, but fhe had 
__ fome very good reafons that moved her to make this requett, 
<, She alfo defired that the dead bodies of Haman’s ten {ons might 
be hanged up on the gallows on which their father was hang- 
~ ed, for the greater difgrace of the family, and terror of the par- 


ty, ver. 13.5 and it was done accordingly, ver. 14.3 and itis. 


fuppofed they were hanged in chains, and left hanging forfome 
time. ‘ ces : 

pc (3d: The Jews in the country kept to their orders, and flew 

| no more of their enemies than what was flain the thirteenth 

i day, which were in all, among all the provinces, feventy-five 

‘ thoufand, ver. 16. ‘If all thefe were Amalekites, (as:the Jews 

- fay), furely now it was, that the remembrance of Amalek. was 

utterly put out, Exod. xvii..14. However, that which jultifies 


" ra - ' ° 


thence throughout all the provinces ; in all places he was cried - 


Great men may, by their influence, doa great deal > 


the ghoft juft in the fame moment, Bu«t. Synag. Jud. c. 24. - 


' . Main, Zereth, with feventy more of his children, efeaped, and . 


ter crufhing of that malignant party of men. The king had ta. 
ken account of the numbers that were put to the fword the firft, 
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them in thé execution of fo many is, that they did jtin their 
own juft and neceflary defence ; they flood for their lives s au- 
thorifed to do fo by the law of felf-prefervation, as well as by 
the king’s decree. 

(4) In thefe feveral executions, it is taken notice of, that 
on the prey they laid not their hand, ver. 10,15, 16. - The 
king’s-comaufhon had warranted them to take the /poil of their 
enemies for a prey, chap. vill. 11. and a fair opportunity they _ 
had of enriching themfelves with it. If Haman’s party had pre- 
vailed, no doubt they would have made ufe of their authority 
to feize the goods-and ‘eftates of the Jews, chap. iii. 13. But 
the Jews would not do fo by them. [1.] That they might, to 
the honour of their religion, evidence a holy and generous con- 
tempt of worldly wealth, in imitation of their father Abraham. 
who fcorned to enrich himfelf withthe {poils of Sodom. [2.] 
That they might make it to appear, they aimed at nothing but. 
their own prefervation, and their intere{t at court for the faving \ 
of their lives, not-for the raifing of their-eflates. [3-]} 'Their- 
commiflion empowered them to deftroy the families of their e- 
nemies, even the fittle ones, and the women, chap. vit 11. but, 
their humanity forbade them to da that, though that was de- 
figned again{t them ; they flew none but thofe they found ia’ - 
arms ; and therefore they did not take the fpoil, but left it to 


. the women and little ones, whom they fpared, for their fubfit— 


tence ; otherwife as good flay them as ftarve them, take away 
their lives, as to. take away their livelihoods, -Herein they act- 
ed with a confideration and compaflion: well worthy of imi- 
tation. Trae yt ‘ Kha? 
sthly, What a fatisfadtion they had in their deliverance. The 
_ Jews in the country cleared themfelves of their enemies on the 
thirteenth day of the month, and they retted on the fourteenth 
day, (ver. 17.) and made thata thankfpiving-day, ver. 19, The - 
Jews in Shufhan, the royal city, took two days-for their milita- - 
ry execution, fo that they refted on the fifteenth day, and 
made that their thankfgiving-day, ver. 18. ‘ Both of them ce- 
lebrated their feftival the very day after they had finifhed their 
work, and gained their point. When we have received fignal.. 
mercies from God, we ought to be quick and fpeedy in mak- - 


ing out thankful returns to him, while the mercy. is frefh, and + 


the impreffions of it moft fenfible. . . 

20 Y And Mordecai wrote thefe things, and: 
fent letters unto all the Jews that were. in all: 
the provinces of the king Ahafuerus, both nigh . 
and far. 21 To ftablifh this among them, that. 
they fhould keep the’ fourteenth day. of the - 
month Adar, and the fifteenth day. of the fame> . 
yearly : 22 As the days wherein the Jews refted 
from their enemies, and the month which was.. 
turned unto them from forrow to joy, and from: 
mourning into a good day: that they fhould. — 
make them days of feafting and joy, and of fend- 


/ ing portions one to another, and, gifts to the : 


“poor. 23 And the Jews undertook to do as they 
had begun, and as Mordecai had: written. unto. 
them. 24 Becaufe.Haman the fon of Hamme- 
datha the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, 
had devifed: againit the Jews. to.deftroy. them, 
and had caft: Pur (that zs, the let). to confume 
them, and to deftroy them: 25 But when L/ther- 
came before the king, he commanded. by: let- 
ters, that his wicked device which he deviled a-. 
gainft the Jews, ihould return:upon ‘his own 


CAC, 


Purim. 36 Andhe fent the letters unto all the 


ces of the kingdom of Ahafuerus, with words 


enjoined them, and as they had decreed for 


"the faftings and their cry.. .32 And the decree ~ 
_-of Eefther confirmed thefe matters of Purim, 


~ Efther were with: the triumphs of the Jews, over their enemies, 


~ that he wrote, as many think itis, cannot but obferve what 


, Moon converfation “Mordecai wrote his at Shufhan the palace, 
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‘head, and that he and his fons fhould be hanged - 
on the gallows. 26 Wherefore they called thefe | 
days Purim, after the name.of Pur: therefore 
for all the words of this letter, and of that which 
they had feen concerning this matter, and which 
had come unto them, 27 The Jews ordained, 
and took upon them, and upon their feed; and 
upon all fuch as joined themfelves unto them, fo 
-as it fhould not fail, that they would keep thefe 
two days, according to their writing, and accord- 
‘ing to their appointed time every year: 28 And 
that thefe days /bould be remembered, and kept 
throughout every generation, every family, eve- 
‘ry province, and every city; and that thefe days 
‘of Purim thould not fail from among the Jews, 
nor the memorial of.them perifh from their 
‘feed. 29 Then Efther the queen, the daughter 
‘of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew, wrote with’ 
-all authority, to confirm this fecond letter of 


Jews, to the hundred twenty and feven provin- 


of peace and truth: 31 To confirm thefe days 
‘of Purim in their times appointid, according as 
Mordecai the Jew, and Efther the queen had” 


themfelves and for their feed, the matters of 


and it was»written in the book. — 


We may well imagine how much affested “Mordecai and 


and how they faw the iffue of that decifive day with a fatisfac- 
“tion proportionable to the care and concern with which they 
expected it. How’were'their hearts calarged with joy in God 
and his falvation, and what new fongs of praife were put into 
their mouths ! But here wesare told what courfe they took to 
fpread the knowledge of it amosg-their people, and to perpetu- 
ate the remembrance of it to pofterity, for the honour of God, 
and the encouragement of his ‘people to truft in\-him at all 
times. 2 nee Boke SL 

1. The hiftory was written, and copies of it difperfed among _ 
all the Jews in all the provinces of the empire, bom nigh and 
far, ve. 20. They all knew fomething of the ftory, being — 


_ nearly concerned in it, were by the firft edi& made fenfible of 1 


their danger, and'by the fecond of their deliverance ; ‘but how 
this amazing turn was given they could not tell. - Mordecai — 
‘therefore wrote thefe things. And. if this’ book be the fame 


a difference there is between Mordecai’s {tile and Nehemiah’s. 
Nehemiah at every.turn takes notice of the divine providence, 
and the good hand of his God upon iim, which is very proper 
to ftir up devout affections in the minds of his ‘readers: but 
Mordecai never fo. much as mentions the naine of Géd in the | 
whole ftory. Nehemiah wrote his book at Jerufalém, where 
religion. was in fafhion, and an air. of it appeared on mens com- 


where policy reigned more than piety, and he wrote according 
“ko the genius of the place. Even thofe that have the root of ! 


». 


Chap. 1X 
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the matter in them, are apt to lofe the favour of réligion, and 
let their leaf wither, when they converfe wholly, with’ thofe 
that: have little religion. Commend me to Nehemiah’s way 
of writing, that I would imitate; and yet learn from Mordes . ~ 
cai’s, that men may be truly devout, though they do not a+. — 
bound in the fhews and expreflions of devotion ; and therefore 
we matt not judge or defpife our brethren. But becaufe there - ~ 
is fo little of the language of Canaan in this book, many think 
it, was not written by Mordecai, but was an extract out of the 
journals of the kings-of Perfia, giving an account of the mat+ ” 
ter of fat, which the Jews themfelyes knew how to com- 
ment upon. ; LET Rh 

2. A fettival was inftituted, to be obferved yearly, from ges 
neration to generation, by the Jews, in remembrance of this — 
wonderful work-which God wrought for them; that the chil 

~ dren which /hould be. born might know it, and declare it to. their 
children, that they might fet their hope in God, Pfal. Ixxviii. 6, 
7. It would be for the honour of God, as the proteétor of 
his people, and the honour of Ifrael, as the care of Heaven, a 
confirmation of the fidelity of God’s covenant, an invitation to— 

_ {lrangers to come into the bonds of it, and encouragement to 
God’s own people chearfully to depend upon him, and his wif- 
dom, power, ard goodnefs, in the greate(t ftraits. Pofterity 
would reap the benefit of this deliverance; and therefore ought 
to celebrate the memorial of it. . % EIR ac 
- Now, concerning this feftival we are here told, = =. 
_ Ift, When it was’obferved. Every year, on the fourteenth — 
and fifteenth day of the twelfth month, juft a month before the 
paflover, ver. 21. hus the firft month and the Jaft month 
of the year, kept in remembrance of the months that were 
even the days when God preferved them. They kept two days 
together as thank{giving-days, and did not think that too much 
to {pend in praifing God. Let us not,be niggardly in our — 
‘returns of praife-to him, who beftows his favours fo liberally — 
upon us. Obferve, They did not keep the day when they 
fought, but the days when they refted. On the fourteenth 
day the country Jews refted, and on the fifteenth thofe in 
Shufhan, and both thofe they kept. ‘The fabbath was appoint? 
ed not on the day that God fini/bed his work, but the day he. - 
refed from it. "he modern Jews obferve the thirteenth day, 
the day appointed for their deftru@ion, .as a fafting day, 4 

ye 


grounding it on, ver. 31. the matters of their faflings and cry. 
But that refers to what was-in the day of their diltrefs, chap. oa 
iv. 3, 16, which was not to be:continued when God had turn- 
ed their fafts into jay and gladne/s, Zech: viii. 19, 

2dly, How it was called, The fea/t of Purim, ver. 26. from 
Par, a 'Perfian word, which fignifies a lot, becaufe Haman had 

by lot determined this to be the time of the Jews deftrudtion; _ 

but the Lord, at whofe difpofal the lot is, had’ determined it 
to be the time of their triumph. The name of this feftival 
would mind them of the fovereign dominion of the God of 
Ifrael, who ferved his own purpofes by the foolith fuperitition 
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thofe who are in -quthority, ufe it to authorize that which is 
. good... [2.] With words of peace and truth. ‘Though they 
6 ‘wrote with authority, they wrote with tendernefS, not imperi- 
ous, not impofing, but in fuch language as the council at feru- 


ver..21. The obfervdtion of this fealt was to be both univer- 
fal and perpetual. The profelytes muft. obferve it im token of 
' ‘their fincere affeCtion to the Jewith nation, and their having 
. +  twifted interefts with them. .A conturrence in joys and prai- 
fes is one branch of the communion of faints. 
x ~ -&ihly, Why it was to be obferved. “That the memorial of 
_, the great ‘things God had done for his church might neyer 
: ‘borifh from their feed, ver. 28. God doth not work wondets 
for a'day; but to be had in everlafting rememibrance. What 
_he doth Jhall be for ever ; and therefore fhould for ever be had. 
“in mind, Eccl. iti, 14v In this affair they would remember, 
(4.), Hanian’s ill pra@ices againft the church, to his perpetual 
~ -yeproach, ver. 24. Becaufe he had devifed againft the Fews 
40 defroy’them. Tet this be kept in mind, that God’s people 
may never be fecure, while:they haye fuch malicious enemies,. 
on whom theyought to have a jealous eye. ‘Their enemies 


depend: for falvation. (2.) Efther’s good feryices to the 
‘church, to her immortal honour. When Efther, in peril of 
her life, came before the king, he repealed the edict, ver. 25. 
This.alfo muft be remembered, that wherever this fealt fhould 
‘be kept, and this hiftory read jn explication of it, this which 
fhe did might be told for a memortal_ of ‘her. 
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encouragement of others to do the like. . God will. not forget 


- and the anfwers given to them, ver. 31. the matters of their 
fapings and their cry. The more cries we-have offered up. in 
_ our trouble, andthe more prayers for deliverance, the more we 
_ are obliged to be thankful to God for deliverance. 
. me in the time of trouble, and then, offer to God thank/giving. 
6thly, How.it was to be gbferved. And of this let us fee, 
ee (1.) What was here enjoined that was very good; that they 
~~ fhould make it; (1.) A day of chearfulnefs. 4 day of feafling 


not exprefs our joy? (2.) A day of generofity; fending por- 


‘ « refpeat, aad their being knit by this, and other public common 


a charity. Sending gifts to the poor.  It'is not to our kinfmen, 
the poor and the maimed, Luke xiv. 12,13. ‘They. that have 
"received mercy, muft, in token of their gratitude, fhew mercy, 
_- © anid there never wants occafion; for the poor we have always 
“~ . with us. ~Thankfgiving and alms-giving {hould go together, 
- ‘that when we are rejoicing, and bleffing God, the heart of the 
_poor may rejoice with us, and their loins may blefs us. 
'(2.) What was added to this, which was mich. better. 
> "They always at the feaft: read over the whole ftory.in the fy- 
‘nagogtie each day, and put up three prayers to God; in the 
firft of which they praife God for counting them worthy to at- 


5. tend this divine ervice. In the fecond, they thank him for” 
the miraculous prefervation of their anceftors. In: the third, 
VoL. Il, ’ ‘ ; 


ade 2 


. -  falem ufe in their decree, Ads xv. 29. if ye. do fo and fo, yz, 
: fball do well, fare ye well, Such was the file of thefe letters, . 
or fuch the falutation, or valedidtion.of them, peace and truth ‘be . 


By whom it'was to be obferveds by all the Feaus; 
«and by their-feed, and by all fach as joined themfelves to them, 


aim at no, lefs than their deltruction, on God therefore let them. 


Good. deeds 
done for the Ifrael of God, ought to ‘be remembered for the » 


them; and ‘therefore we muft not. . (3.) Their own prayers, . 


Call upon: - 


and joy, ver. 22. And a feaft was made for Igughter, Eccl. . 
x..19. When God gives us caufe to rejoice, why fhould we - 


tions one to another, in token of their pleafantnefs, and mutual - 


dangers and deliverances, fo muclfthe clofer to each other in 
love. Friends have their goods in common. (3.) A day of « 


and rich neighbours only, that we are to fend tokens, but to - 
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that they have lived :to obferve another feftival in the memo- 
ry of it. = 

(3.) What-it is fince degenerated to, which is much worfe. 
Their own writers own, that this feaft-is commonly celebrated 
among them with gluttony and drunkennefs, and excels of riot. 
Their Talmad faith exprefsly,. ‘Chat in the feaft of Purim a 
man fhould drink till he knows not the difference between cur- ~ 
fed be Haman, and bleffed be. Mordecai... See what te cofrupt 
and wicked nature of man oft brings that to, which was at firlt 
well intended.. Here’s:a religious feaft’turned into a carniyal, 
a perfect revel, ‘as wakés among us. Nothing more purifies the « 
heart, and-adorns religion, thaw holy joy ; nothing more pol- 
lutes the heart, and réproaches religion, than carnal mirth atd 


fenfual pleafure.  Corruptio. optiini of peffima.: 
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| Lbis ts but a piece of a chapter. . The reff of it, beginning at 
ver, 4. wuhjix chapters more, being found only in the 
Greek, are rejyeGed as apocryphat. In thefe three verfes 
ue have only fome fhort hints, 1. Concerning Abafuerus 
in the throne, what a mighty prince be was, ver. 1, 2, LI. - 
Concerning Mordecai his favourite, what a mighty bleffing | 
he was to his people. ver. 2, 3». 


~« & ND the king Ahafuerus laid a tribute upon 

[% the land, and wpon the ifles of the fea. 2» 
And all the atts of his power, and of his might, . 
and the declaration of the greatnefs of Morde- - 
cai, whereunto the king advanced him, ane they ~ , 
not. written in the book of the chronicles of the ° 
kings of Media and Perfia? 3.For Mordecai the © 
Jew was next unto:king Ahafuerus, and great 
amiong the Jews, and:accepted of the multitude: - 
of his brethren, feeking the wealth of his peo- 
ple, and fpeaking peace to all his feed... * . 


= \ 
We are here told, » 
1. How great and powerful 


king Ahafuerus was. « 7 
thé iflands, from which he raifed.a vaft revenue. Befides the 
ufual: cuftoms which the kings of Perfia exacted, Ezra iv, 13. - 
he laid an additional tribute upon kis fubjects, to ferve for fome -* 
gteat occafion he had for money, ver. 1.- The’ king laid a trix 
bute. Happy is our ifland that pays no tribute butywhat is laid 
upon it by its reprefentatives, and thofe of its own ‘chufing, - 
and is not fqueezed or opprefled by an arbitrary power, as fome 
of its neighbour. nations. are. . Befides this inftance of the gran- - 
deur-of Ahafiuerus, many more might be given, that were ads * 
- of his power and of his might, but they are not thought fit to 
be ‘recorded herein the facred ftory, which is confined to the 
Jews, and relates the affairs of other nations only as they fell . 
in with their affairs ; but they are qwritten in the Perfian chro- 
nicles, ver. 2. which are long fince loft, and buried in oblivi- 
on, while the facved writings live, live in hnour, and will till 
time -fhall be no more... When the éingdom of men, monarchs 
and their monarchies, aye deftroyed, and their memowial is peri/h- 


andthe records of thet. kingdom, fhall remain, and be as the 
days of heaven, Dan. ii. 44. y : 

2. How great and good Mordecai was. ; 
iff, He was great; and it doth one good to fee virtue and 
piety thus in honour. (1.). He was great with the kings next . 

to kim, as one he moft delighted and confided in, - Long had 
5k: 1 Mordecai - 


He had a va(t- dominion, both in the continent and among > — 


\ 


. 


ed with them, oe 6.), the kingdom of God among mén, - é. 


\ 


} 
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Mordecai futen contentedly in the king's gate, and now at 
length he is advanced to the head end of -his council-board. 
Men of merit may for a time feem buried alive, but often, by 
fome means or other, they are difcovered and prefer red at laft. 
"The declaration of the preatnels to which the king advanced 
Wardecai, was written in the chronicles of the kingdom, as 
very memorable, and contributing to. the great atchievements 
of the king. He never did fuch aéts of power as he did when 
Mordecai was at his right hand. 
the Fews, ver. 3. not only -great above them, more honourable 
than any of them, but great ith them, dear to them, familiar 
with them, and much refpeéted by them. So far were they 
from envying his preferment, that they rejoiced in it, and add- 
ed to it, by giving him a commanding intereft among hem 
and fubmitting all their affairs to his direction. 
2d/y, He was good, very good, for he did good ; that pane 
him truly great, and then his greatnefs gave him an opportuni~ 
_ ty of doing fo much the more good. When the king advan- 
ced him, (1.-) He did not difown his people the Jews, nor was 
he afhamed of his relation to them, though they were. {trangers 
_and captives, difperfed and defpifed. Still he wrote himfelf 
Mordecai. the Jew ; and therefore, no doubt, adhered. to the 
Jews religion, by the obfervances of which he diftinguifhed him- 
» felf, and yet it was no baulk to his preferment, nor looked up- 
on asa blemith to him. (2.) He did not-feek his own wealth, 
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and the raifing of an lias ee himfelf and his funy 


{2.) He was great among’ 


. vourites, while the relt were negleéted and cruthed ; t 7 


- gained the good word of all his brethren, Thanks be 
‘ahi 


as THE END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. — 
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is the chief thing moft aim at, when they get into great pl 
at court, but he confulted the welfare of his people, and n 
it his bufinefs to advance that. His power, his wealth, at 
his intére(t in the king and queen, he inyproved for the 
good. (3.): He did not only do good, but he did‘i 
ble condefcending way, was eafy of accefs, courteou 
ble im his carriage, and {poke peace to all that made th 
plication to. him. Doing good works is the beft an 
thing expected from thofe that have wealth and power: 
giving good words is alfo en> »mendable,.and makes the | 
deed the more acceptable. (q.) He did not fide wit 

one party of his people againft another, nor ma 1 


ever differences there were among them, he was a c 
ther to. them all, recommended himfelf to the multi 
brethren, not defpifing the crowd, and fpoke peac 

Jed, without diftin&ion- Thus making himfelf a 
humility and beneficence, he was univerfally accepted 


for fuch a government as this we are bleffed wit 
the we ifare of our. people, Speaking p peace tovall their ; 
continue it long, very lons nd grant us, under the happy 

protection and influence of it, to tive ‘bd and a peaceall hives 


in godline/s, honefly and os 
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